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LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
WWW.CNEEXCAVATING.COM
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Feed * Grain Market * Fertilizer * Seed * Grinding & Mixing * Farm Supplies * Custom Spraying

21127 Hwy 65
Lincoln, MO 65338

660-547-3621
Fax: 660-547-2614

102 North Main 
Ionia, MO 65335

660-285-3423
Fax: 660-285-3497
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3115 W. Broadway Blvd., Sedalia  
(660) 826-2220

Monday - Friday 9am - 8pm
Saturday 9am - 6pm • Sunday 11am - 5pm

We dress you from 
head to toe!

Family owned 
western  store 

& have been for  
over 30 years!

New
Location

FRIDAY FEB. 7
ROOM 1

9 a.m. — 1 p.m. Applications Class
Travis Harper

2 p.m. — 3 p.m. Farm Different: Creative 
Ways to Improve Input Cost in 2025

River Valley Ag Exchange
3:30 p.m — 4:30 p.m. Forage, Pastures, Forage 

Mangement Updates
Gene Schmitz , University of Central Missouri 

Extension

ROOM 2
9 a.m. — 10 a.m. Moles & Voles
Billie Long, Master Gardener

10:15 a.m. — 11:15 a.m. Planting & Care of 
Trees

Billie Long, Master Gardener
11:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. Culinary Herbs

Annie Albright, Master Gardener
12:45 p.m. — 1:45 p.m. Perennial Gardening

Marilyn Danko, Master Gardener
2 p.m. — 3 p.m. Postage Stamp Gardening

Marilyn Danko, Master Gardener

SATURDAY, FEB. 8
ROOM 1

9 a.m. — 10 a.m. Overview for Exhibitors 
Rules Changes for 2025 Livestock

Dr. David Hertzog Missouri Department of 
Agriculture

11 a.m. — 3 p.m. Applicators Class
Travis Harper

ROOM 2 
9 a.m. — 10 a.m. Living with Wildlife

Wanda Rasa, Master Gardener
10:15 a.m. — 11:15 p.m. Butterflies in the Gar-

den
Wanda Rasa, Master Gardener

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Medicinal Herbs
Annie Albright, Master Gardener

12:45 p.m.-1:45 p.m. How to Attract Pollinators
Nancy Heidrich, Master Gardener

2 p.m. — 3 p.m. Weeds of the Lawn and Gar-
dener

Billie Long, Master Gardner

Seminars
BLUE RIBBON SPONSOR

MFA Ag Inc.

River Valley Exchange

Wood & Huston Bank

KSIS/KXKX

KMMO

KMZU/KRLI

Sedalia Democrat

KDRO/KPOW

Crown Power Equipment

Central Bank of Sedalia

RED RIBBON SPONSOR
FCS Financial

Frontier Metal

Leaf Filter

J&J Supply

Jones Bros

Mallory Ag Inc.

Missouri State Fair

WHITE RIBBON SPONSORWHITE RIBBON SPONSOR
Martin Metal

Vitalix

Missouri Pork Producers

Taylor Crop Insurance

Pettis County Cattlemen

FRIENDS OF AGRICULTURE
Sparks Charolais

Glen LaRue Auctioneer

Sponsors
VENDORS
C&B Gutter

West Central Beekeepers
W-K Chevrolet
Culligan Water

Frontier Metal LLC
Leaf Filter Gutter Protection

Mallory Ag inc
Black Dirt & Repair

FCS Financial
Titan Machinery

Midwest Econo Sales
A K Small Engines LLC

MU Extension
Missouri Valley Drone

Laura’s Craft
LaDonna Meuschke

Schroeder Rotary Drilling
Border X’Pressions

Rusty Hens
Rustic Farmers Wife
Hound Lovers Rescue

McCorkle Ag Sales
Insurance Associates of America

Clearfield Ag
Tupperware

Dickinson Roofing
Central Missouri Electric Co-Op

Sherie Neuner
J&J Supply

River Valley Ag Exchange
Flat Rock Leather

MFA Inc.
Spraytec

Dirck ATV Arena Racing
Pettis County Family Cookie Ladies

Vendors
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Commercial • Residential • Agriculture Survey & Design • GPS Grading
• Commercial Site Prep
• Water & Sewer Main Expansion

• Farm Land Terraces &
Waterways

• AG-LIME Hauling
• Culvert pipe
• Cobett Waterer Dealer

• Gravel
• Brush Clearing
• Demolition
• Residential Site Prep
• Excavation for New Home
ConstructionProudly Serving Mid-Missouri

for 25 years!

735823ch
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Water Well Drilling    
Pump Repair

Complete Water System        

Well Houses                                
Water lines & Digging            

Pressure Tanks

Solar Systems                         
Hand Pumps

  COLE CAMP, MO • WWW.MOELLMANWELLANDPUMPSERVICE.COM
660-974-4064
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By Chris Howell 
chrish@sedaliademocrat.com

This week exhibitors are ready-
ing their displays for the 2025 
Central Missouri Ag Expo at the 
Missouri State Fairgrounds.

Tractors are being loaded on 
trailers and soon the exhibit hall 
will be filled with all manner 
of equipment designed to make 
agriculture easier and more cost 
effective.

“This year’s Ag Expo will be 
Friday, Feb. 7 from 9 a.m. to 
7 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 8 from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,” Ag Expo chair-
man Kevin Daniel told the Demo-
crat. “There are a lot of vendors 
of wanting to show their products 
and they spend a lot of time get-
ting them here and on display.”

Visitors this weekend will be 
able to get up close looks at new 
farm equipment and speak face 
to face with vendors including 
Crown Power & Equipment Co. 
and River Valley Ag Exchange.

Show in the Lowell Mohler As-
sembly Hall and Matthewson Ex-
hibition Center is sponsored by 
Central Bank of Sedalia, Wood 
& Huston Bank, BTC Bank, FCS 
Financial, MFA Incorporated, 
KMZU and Real Radio: KMMO.

“It’s a good opportunity to go 
out and visit with them and find 
out what they have to offer,” Dan-
iel said. “There will be several 
new vendors there along with 
some of the same vendors we’ve 
had for supporting us since the 
beginning.”

Shutterbugs are also invited 
to take pictures to be entered 
into the AgExpoPhotoContest, an 
amateur-only contest sponsored 
by the Sedalia Photography Club. 
Suggested subject matter is the 
beauty of life on the farm, farm-
ers families and farm life, farm 
animals and equipment.

“There’s always a variety out 
there, of all kinds of different 
products and services,” Daniel 
said. “This is just the part of our 
fundraiser each year that we give 
back to scholarships. 100% of our 
funds are reserved for scholar-
ships and promoting youth in 
agriculture.”

Children are invited and there 
will be seminars and displays 
geared towards kids in agricul-

ture.
“There’s a lot of activity that’s 

not just geared for agriculture,” 
Daniel said. “There’s something 
there for everybody, there’s a lot 
going on. A lot of the area busi-
nesses and people are always 
here to support us, and they have 
been supporting us for a number 
of years.”

The Central Missouri Agricul-
ture Club was formed to support, 
promote and recruit agriculture 
and youth in Central Missouri.

For more information on the 
2025 Central Missouri Ag Expo 
or for photo contest rules visit 
the Central Mo Ag Club Facebook 
page.

Chris Howell can be reached at 
660-530-0146. 

Ag Expo to be held Feb. 7 — 8 at Missouri State Fairgrounds

State Fair Community College students Matthew Richardson, a conservation major, 
and Isabella Letourneau, a horticulture major, sell plants grown at the college during 
the Ag Expo on Feb. 2, 2024.                                  FILE PHOTO BY CHRIS HOWEL | DEMOCRAT
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Complete Building Packages • 660-647-3622
100 Parmelee Drive, Windsor, MO 65360

TKBuildingsupply.com

Carrying a full line
of Owens Corning
Duration Shingles

40 Year Sherwin-Williams
Paint System Warranty

26 Colors To Choose From

Now Carrying
Snap Lock

Roofing and
Board and Batten

Metal Siding

Now designing and manufacturing
roof and floor trusses

Our Knowledge and Expertise
bestows top notch
Customer Service!

BUY DIRECT & SAVE!
Roll Forming Metal Roofing and Siding

Carrying full line of Dimensional Lumber

Roll Forming Metal Roofing and Siding

Justin Hollrah and Brianna Bachman from Case IH are dwarfed by this self-pro-
pelled sprayer on sale for a cool $400,000 on Friday, Feb. 2, 2024 at the Central 
Missouri Agriculture Club’s annual Ag Expo in the Mathewson Exhibition Center.  	
	                                                                       FILE PHOTO BY CHRIS HOWEL | DEMOCRAT
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Ag Club donates to area agriculture efforts

The Central Missouri Agriculture Club donated $500 to Pettis County Achievement 
Days. From left, Kay Sparks, Cindy Gerke, Julie Carpenter, Ivy Elwell and Janice Klenke.
                                                                                                        PHOTOS BY NICOLE COOKE | DEMOCRAT

The Central Missouri Agriculture Club donated $1,000 to the Pettis County Dog Show. 
From left, Kay Sparks, Todd Great, Julie Carpenter, Amy Gibbs and Janice Klenke, along 
with dogs Courtlin and Haven.
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SKID STEER
& DIESEL

REPAIR
& SALES

YOUR ONE-STOP
DESTINATION FOR

14766 Hwy 52 | Versailles, MO 65084 (573) 378-6965
hours M-F: 8 AM - 5 PM

COME VISIT US!

AUTHORIZED DEALER

660-909-9005
AG CHEMICALS DELIVERED AT WHOLESALE PRICES

707880ch

The Central Missouri Agriculture Club donated $2,000 to the Pettis County Horse 
Show. From left, Mary Holsten, Julie Carpenter, Ivy Elwell, Jessie Elwell, Brad Elwell 
and Janice Klenke.                                                            

The Central Missouri Agriculture Club donated $4,000 to the Pettis County Junior Live-
stock Show. From left, Kay Sparks, Jessie Elwell, David Dick, Cindy Gerke, Julie Carpen-
ter, Brad Elwell, Ivy Elwell and Janice Klenke.
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Weaver’s LLC CDL Training
(660) 827-6120(660) 827-6120

Family Owned and Operated Since 1977.

“We can do it!”“We can do it!”
With two locations toWith two locations to

best serve you!best serve you!
4735 S. Limit Ave., Sedalia, MO4735 S. Limit Ave., Sedalia, MO

1-70 and US65 at the Marshall Junction1-70 and US65 at the Marshall Junction (On Outer Road 266)(On Outer Road 266)

The Central Missouri Agriculture Club donated $500 to Pettis County Robotics. From 
left, Kay Sparks, Cindy Gerke, Julie Carpenter and Janice Klenke.

The Central Missouri Agriculture Club gave $26,700 in scholarships in 2024. From left, Kay Sparks, Kelcy Mullett, Madison Hoehns, Karli Smith, Brenden Morse, Mattilyn Mer-
gen, Shelby Dotson, Autumn Ihajek, Todd Gerld and Janice Klenke. Not pictured are Coby Roads and Tanner Dohrman.                                    PHOTOS BY NICOLE COOKE | DEMOCRAT
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13737 Hwy 52
Versailles, MO

Delivery
Available

By Faith Bemiss-McKinney
faithb@sedaliademocrat.com

Karli Smith, of Houstonia, was honored 
in May 2024 with agriculture scholarships 
that will help her achieve a degree in agri-
business management at the University of 
Missouri-Columbia.

Smith, a freshman at MU, is the daughter 
of Arron and Casey Smith. She received 
$10,000 from the Central Missouri Ag 
Club, the Billie Ficken Memorial scholar-
ship through the Ag Club, and the Dennis 
Klenke Memorial through the Ag Club and 
American Farmers Association (AFA).

Smith graduated from Northwest High 
School in 2024. She was also selected to go 
to an AFA seminar in In November 2024.

Smith said she became interested in ag-
riculture because she grew up on a cattle 
farm.

“Growing up, we had a small little cattle 
farm out in the country,” Smith said. “So, we 
were always involved with that. So, I think 
being involved with that so young is what 
sparked my love for it growing up. I was 
always very involved with FFA. That just 
grew the flame a little more. That’s when I 
decided that I wanted to keep agriculture in 

Karli Smith growing the flame of Ag involvement

Karli Smith, the daughter of Arron and Casey Smith of Houstonia, received several agricultural scholarships in 2024 that will as-
sist her in obtaining an ag-business degree from the University of Missouri-Columbia.                      PHOTO COURTESY OF KARLI SMITH
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25204 Hwy D Hughesville, MO
Office: (660) 827-2530

Jayson Fowler (660) 621-2376
Matt Ivy (660) 888-0176
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my life for the entirety of it. So, that’s 
why I’m going to Mizzou to get an ag-
business degree.”

While attending high school, Smith 
was a Pettis County R-V FFA member. 
She added that she was surprised to 
learn she received the scholarships at 
graduation.

“I went into the interview, and it 
was a little scary if I’m being honest,” 
Smith said. “But I was surprised, but I 
was also very grateful because going 
to a big university is kind of intimidat-
ing. All the bills and stuff were piling 
up when I was looking at it all, and I 
was like, oh my goodness. But receiv-
ing that scholarship made me very 
grateful for this community and all 
the people in it.”

When Smith was in her early teens, 

she showed her horse for the Missouri 
State Fair at the 4-H and FFA compe-
titions held in the summer before the 
Fair begins in August. She has also 
shown hams and bacon at the MSF.

Once she receives her degree, Smith 
plans to go into sales, but she wants 
to remain local and stay based in her 
hometown.

Smith shared some advice for other 
youth seeking a career in Ag.

“I would say to just do it,” Smith said. 
“Because there’s so much that agricul-
ture can give you. And I’ve already 
met so many amazing people in the one 
semester that I’ve had at Mizzou. So, I 
would say, just go for it.”

Faith Bemiss-McKinney can be 
reached at faithb@sedaliademocrat.
com.

Shelby Dotson and Karli Smith help pack meals for food insecure students in the county on Feb. 20, 2024. FFA students from Hughesville, La Monte, Green Ridge, and Smithton 
helped pack 15,000 meals during the second annual event.  							                    FILE PHOTO BY FAITH BEMISS-MCKINNEY | DEMOCRAT

LOCAL FARMS.... Local  Food
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www.crawlerbulldozer.com 573-378-7210

Loader/Dozer Crawlers
New After Market CAT Parts
CustomMade Hydraulics
Hose Assemblies - Batteries

Cenpeco - Chevron
Oils Grease

YOUR SOURCE FOR:

107 S MAIN
Windsor MO 65360

660-525-0281
844-525-0281

WINDSOR REALTYROBIN BURTCHETT
OWNER/BROKER
windsorrealty@live.com ROBINS PAWN

AND GUNS
CCW CLASSES AVAILABLE

ROBIN BURTCHETT
INSTRUCTOR

660-525-0281
EVENING & WEEKEND

CLASSES BY APPT.

1 10 W. JACKSON
WINDSOR, MO 65360
RDB 1988@LIVE.COM

From Farm Tools to Farmland—Robin’s Pawn & Gun and Windsor Realty have you covered!

By Faith Bemiss-McKinney
faithb@sedaliademocrat.com

Living on a family gen-
erational farm is one reason 
Shelby Dotson, Sedalia, enjoys 
agriculture.

Due to her love for agri-
culture, Dotson also received 
scholarships in 2024, which 
will help her obtain a degree 
in an agriculture-related field.

Dotson, a freshman at the 
University of Missouri-Colum-
bia, is the daughter of Allen 
and Autry Dotson, who own a 
300-acre crop and cattle farm 
in Pettis County.

She received $5,000 from 
the American Farmers Asso-
ciation and the Central Mis-
souri Ag Club in May 2024. 
Dotson was also selected to go 
to an AFA seminar in Novem-
ber 2024.

Dotson graduated from 
Northwest High School in 
Hughesville in 2024 and is 
pursuing a major in agribusi-
ness management and a minor 
in accounting and animal sci-
ence.

She became interested in 
agriculture because her late 
grandmother, Bonnie Dotson, 
previously owned the family 
farm before her parents.

“I went to Sedalia (schools) 
during elementary school,” 
Dotson said. “Then I went to 
Dresden and still didn’t see a 
lot of farm people. Then I got 
to choose my high school. And 
that’s why I went to North-
west because they have an FFA 

program. And I wanted to be 
involved in that.”

While in high school, Dotson 
was involved with the Pettis 
County R-V FFA, where she 
served as the chapter presi-
dent last year, and in 2022-
2023, she was the area eight 
parliamentarian.

Although she never showed 
livestock, she competed in con-
test teams with the Missouri 
State FFA, which went to state-
level competitions at MU.

“I’ve been to state three 
times,” Dotson said. “My 
sophomore year for the Meats’ 
Evaluation; my junior year for 
Food Science. My junior year 
for Food Science, we actually 
won our district contest. Then 
last year we went to state for 
Farm Management.”

Once she obtains her de-
grees, she plans to become 
an accountant, but she is also 
interested in working for the 
government, possibly as a loan 
officer.

“I want to do something ag-
related,” Dotson said. “Like 
for the government, I want to 
work for the Department of 
Agriculture.”

Dotson said her advice to 
other young people interested 
in agriculture is to “take all 
the chances you are offered.”

“And even if it makes you 
uncomfortable, there’s no 
room for growth unless you 
take a risk,” Dotson said.

Faith Bemiss-McKinney can 
be reached at faithb@sedali-
ademocrat.com.

Ag student Shelby Dotson says growth involves risk

Shelby Dotson, a freshman at the University of Missouri-Columbia, received scholarship money in May 
2024 to help obtain a degree in agribusiness. She is the daughter of Allen and Autry Dotson, who own 
a 300-acre crop and cattle farm in Pettis County.                                         PHOTO COURTESY OF SHELBY DOTSON
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Supporting youth in agriculture

Grady Wilbanks and Eli Dehan waiting to talk to their judges during Pettis County 
Achievement Days, held July 10-11 at Our Savior Lutheran Gym.

4-H Clover Kids leading youth in saying the American and 4-H pledges at Achievement 
Days Pettis County Achievement Days, held July 10-11 at Our Savior Lutheran Gym.

Samuel Dehan, visits with judge, Mary Beatty, about his picture of his dog Bella during 
Pettis County Achievement Days, held July 10-11 at Our Savior Lutheran Gym.

Brooke Rieckhoff talking to Clover Kid judge Don Hutcheson, Pettis County Extension 
Council member, as part of Pettis County Achievement Days, held July 10-11 at Our Sav-
ior Lutheran Gym.         PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI EXTENSION
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735957jt

Samuel Dehan, showing his dog’s teeth for judge during the obedience class at the 
Pettis County Dog Show, held at Mutt, Manners and More in Windsor on July 13.                            

Bella hurdles a jump with Samuel during the obstacle course class of the Pettis 
County Dog Show, held at Mutt, Manners and More in Windsor on July 13.
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Clover Kids at Pettis County 4-H Show with their dog project leader, Amy Gibbs at 
the Pettis County Dog Show.
  		                PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI EXTENSION

All Pettis County Dog Show participants at Pettis County Dog Show with their dog 
project leader, Amy Gibbs, on July 13 at Mutt, Manners and More in Windsor.

Pettis County Queen Keely Elwell distributes prizes for Pee Wee class of the Pettis 
County Jr. Livestock Show & Sale held July 14 and July 15.

Jackson Gerke talksto judge Matt Boatright during Pee Wee bottle calf show, held 
as part of the Pettis County Jr. Livestock Show & Sale July 14 and July 15.
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SCHROEDER
ROTARY DRILLING & PUMP COMPANY

Water Well  
Drilling

Complete Water 
Systems
Pumps

Well Houses
Solar Pumps

www.schroederwaterwells.com

660-668-4620
Visit our booth at the AG Expo

735686ch

Estimates are always FREE!

660-619-7948
Localy Owned & Operated by
David & Jennifer Cachero

NEVER ROOFAGAIN!
Metal Roofing: It’s Affordable.
And Lasts a Lifetime!

Eli Dehan shakes hands with judge Brain Williams after his heifer was selected 
Overall Champion Female during the Pettis County Jr. Livestock Show & Sale, held 
July 14 and July 15.       PHOTO COURTESY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI EXTENSION

Seth Hensley shows his pig during the Pettis County Jr. Livestock Show & Sale, held 
July 14 and July 15.
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www.davisbellauction.com

Now booking Auctions!
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Brooke Rieckhoff talking to the judge during the sheep Pee Wee class of the Pettis 
County Jr. Livestock Show & Sale, held July 14 and July 15.

Reagan Sneed with her Hereford steer during the Pettis County Jr. Livestock Show 
& Sale, held July 14 and July 15.

Rhett Sneed with his Hereford steer during the Pettis County Jr. Livestock Show 
& Sale, held July 14 and July 15.

Lary Smith presents the KMMO Youth in Agriculture Award to Ivy Elwell during the 
Pettis County Jr. Livestock Show & Sale, held July 14 and July 15.
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Yellow Iron
Salvage LLC.

Titus & Ray Zimmerman
13852 Hwy 5 Versailles, MO 65084

573-378-6407Your Source for
Crawler Parts

2300 Clinton Road Sedalia
(660) 826-3122 • (800) 352-1517

Since 1955

Dylan Deuschle with her Overall Reserve Champion Steer during the Pettis County 
Jr. Livestock Show & Sale, held July 14 and July 15.

Beef Showmanship honors were presented by QueenKeely Elwell to Eli Dehan, Jr.; 
Hunter Arnett, Sr.; Maggie Reed, Sr. and not pictured Isabella Bennett, Jr.during the 
Pettis County Jr. Livestock Show & Sale, held July 14 and July 15.

Swine Showmanship recognitions were presented to Keely Elwell, Sr.; Seth Hens-
ley, Jr.; Elliott Cooley, Sr; and Elyse Cooley, Jr. during the Pettis County Jr. Livestock 
Show, held July 14 and July 15.
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Your One Stop Shop
for all your Truck and

Trailer Needs.
Hours

Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

13971 Highway 52
Versailles, Missouri
(573) 378-2300
info@truckcountryllc.com

By Chris Howell 
chrish@sedaliademocrat.com

The Central Missouri Ag Club Banquet 
Pie and Cake Baking Auction was held 
Saturday, Jan. 25, at the Pork Place on the 
Missouri State Fairgrounds.

The auction raised a record amount, total-
ing $43,100 for kids in agriculture.

Janice Klenke is the chairman of the 
long-running event.

“It started out as city folks and country 
folks getting together to appreciate agri-
culture,” Klenke told the Democrat. “It’s 
evolved since then to having a pie contest 
and raising money for kids for scholarships 
and 4H and FFA and all kinds of things.”

Sponsors like Wood and Huston Bank, 
FCS Financial, MFA, BTC Bank, Central 
Bank and others pull together to support 
the event and the kids who will benefit from 
the funds raised.

“This community is rooted in agricul-
ture,” Central Bank of Sedalia Senior Vice 
President Erica Petersen said. “To have an 
event like this where we can give back to 
the community makes everything happen 
for us. One of the beauties of the agriculture 
community is everybody always gives back, 
and that’s what keeps things going; teach-
ing the next generation and being there to 
support each other.”

A hearty dinner and some live music 
made the banquet a special celebration 
of the lasting bonds made in the AG com-
munity.

“We love being a part of this event, we’ve 
been so blessed to be here for several years 
now, ” Petersen said. “For the last few 
years, we’ve been the pie people; so, we 
get to walk around and showcase the pies 
during the auction. At the end of the day 
you get a really yummy pie, but you also 
get to support something that’s so vital to 
our community.”

A local grandmother and her grand-
daughter found approval from the judges 
for the pies they baked and ended up win-
ning prizes, plaques and commendations.

“I won Grand Champion on my Peanut 
butter French-meringue pie,” Sharon Brun-
er said. “I was having trouble this morning 
getting my crust, but other than that it’s 
very simple. It just takes a little time.”

Contestants had to bake two pies for 
Saturday’s event, one to be sampled by the 
judges and one to be raffled off.

“I enjoy cooking to begin with, and it’s 
for a very good cause for the kids. I’ve been 

active with 4H for 32 years and I just like 
doing it,” Bruner said. “My son was in 4-H 
and then I’ve got two granddaughters in 
4=H now, my one granddaughter brought 
a pie tonight, too. It’s in the Youth Division.

11-year-old Hadley Bruner from War-
rensburg took the second-place prize for 
her Star-Spangled pie. Like her grand-
mother, Sharon, Hadley also had some 
initial trouble with the crust, but experience 
gained on projects through 4-H helped her 
work through problems to ultimate success.

“It was kind of difficult because the crust 
didn’t turn out very well,” Hadley admitted. 
“I do cake decorating, painting, arts and 
crafts, bacon, ham.”

For Central Missouri farmers who are 
used to banding together to face the rigors 
of raising crops and livestock, the annual 
dinner is a chance to now help the next 
generation get a proper start.

“We do want to thank all our farmers,” 
Danny Young, Central Mo Ag Club Presi-
dent told the gathering. “wW know that it’s 
not an easy life, people don’t realize that 
they’re the ones that they sell everything 
wholesale and they buy retail. Sometimes 
that’s hard way to make a living, but that’s 
what they do. It’s a big business now, you 
must treat it like a big business. It’s a dif-
ferent world than it used to be, we recognize 
that, we’re trying to promote that and help 
the next generation get into agriculture.”

Sharon Bruner’s Grand Champion pie 
brought a whopping $10,000 after a bid-
ding war between Central Bank and Robby 
Toops with BASF. The bidders graciously 
agreed to $5000 each for a half of Bruner’s 
wonderful Peanut butter French-meringue 
pie.

Chris Howell can be reached at 660-
530-0146.

Sharon Bruner baked the Grand Champion pie, a Peanut butter French-meringue pie 
that sold for $10,000 after a bidding war between Central Bank and Robby Toops with 
BASF. The bidders agreed to $5000 each for a half of Bruner’s Peanut butter French-
meringue pie. Bruner’s granddaughter Hadley Bruner took Second Place in the Youth 
Division with her Star-Spangled Pie.                          PHOTOS BY CHRIS HOWELL | DEMOCRAT

Central MO AG Club Banquet Pie and Cake Baking Auction
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The Central Missouri Ag Club Banquet Pie and Cake Baking Auction at the Pork Place on the Missouri State Fairgrounds raised a 
record amount of $43,100 for kids in agriculture Saturday.

Mixed medium pie
First: Chocolate chip cookie dough 

delight, Cheryl Lange. Second: White 
chocolate macadamia nut pie, Joy 
Beeman. Third: White chocolate co-
conut cream pie, July Kuhns.

Meringue
First: Peanut butter crunch pie, 

Sharon Bruner. Second: chocolate 
cream pie, Connie Soenker. Third: 
Mom’s coconut cream pie, Jo Bee-
man.

Double Crust
First: Classic apple pie, Connie Ki-

burz. Second: Decadent blackberry 
pie, Jo Beeman. Third: Black n blue 
gooseberry pie, Sharon Bruner.

Youth
First: Barefoot coconut cream pie 

Raleigh Williams. Second: Star span-
gled flag pie, Hadley Bruner.

Cake
First: Mocha chocolate cake, Cher-

yl Lange. Second: Grandma’s angel 
food cake, Connie Soendker. Third: 
Dreaming of Spring cake, Julie Car-
penter.
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Now Hiring. Visit tysonfoods.com/careers to apply

We feed the 
world like 

family

Thank you to all of Missouri’s farmers 
for your hard work and dedication

735355ch




