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Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices – 
Florida Network Realty’s Top Sales Agent for 2014

FromCottages
toCastles

Elizabeth Hudgins
The Real Estate Professional who sells the best of the First Coast lifestyle

Offi ce: (904) 285-1800
Cell: (904) 553-2032

SPECTACULAR SUNSET & RIVER VIEWS 
This beautifully designed, custom built, coastal Federal Style home 

located on the river in prestigious Ortega, one of Jacksonville’s most 
sought after neighborhoods. Built in 2010 with a strong focus on 

energy efficiency and sustainability, the attention to detail and modern 
living make this truly one of a kind. $1,475,000

MEDITERRANEAN ESTATE OVERLOOKING 12TH HOLE 
OF THE MARSH LANDING CC

This exceptional 5 bedroom, 7 bath home has been meticulously maintained 
and offers tremendous floor plan flexibility. Main level includes Master 

Bedroom (complete with remote control window treatments), large Master 
Bathroom, Office and Guest Suite. Upstairs you will find 3 additional Suites 

and a sizable Bonus/Theatre room complete with kitchenette. $1,595,000

EXCEPTINOAL VIEWS FROM OCEAN TO DOWNTOWN 
Enter the most luxurious and spacious home in Costa Verano. This 

Penthouse has 10’ smooth ceilings, custom upgraded granite in wet bar, 
kitchen and all bathrooms to name a few. $2,150,000

OWN YOUR OWN PIECE OF PARADISE! 
Almost 4 acres in a beautiful natural setting which includes a pond, 
paddock and 2 horse stalls. Renovated 3 bedroom 2.5 bath farm like 

cottage. Ideal for country living but convenient to schools and shopping. 
$950,000

ELEGANT MANSION IN MARSH LANDING CC
Expansive views of golf course, lake and Marsh. Walk into the grand 

foyer with a spectacular staircase. Upstairs are 4 suites including a Master 
Bedroom with sitting area. The private, downstairs, guest suite also 

with sitting area and a private door to the pool area. A large sun-room/
playroom across the back of the house overlooking screened pool. 

$1,475,000

EXCEPTIONAL OCEANFRONT ON PONTE VEDRA BLVD
This original beach home has been lovingly maintained and has wonderful 

expansive ocean views, paver courtyard driveway and hurricane shutters. 
$3,950,000

OCEAN VIEWS AT ACQUILIS II
This 2 bedroom 2 Bath condo is located on the ground floor with expansive views 
over the dunes and beach to ocean. Ocean terrace offers a gas connection for a grill. 
Amenities include 2 pools, 2 hot tubs, fitness center, his & hers sauna, showers, and 

social room for entertaining. $739,000

IMMACULATE HOME ON PONTE VEDRA BLVD
This beautiful 5 bedroom, 4 bath custom home has been lovingly cared 

for and maintained. Sitting on 3 private acres, which are left natural, 
makes this property truly one of a kind. $1,925,000

SINGLE STORY COTTAGE HOME IN PABLO CREEK RESERVE
Built on 1/2 acre lot this one of a kind custom home boasts 6,410 square feet 

under roof for phenomenal indoor & outdoor lifestyle. Designed by Kevin Gray, 
Jacksonville’s premier residential designer. Crafted with the finest attention to 

detail by luxury home builder BGN Construction highlighting views of centrally 
located Tallulah Lake on quiet cul-de-sac. $1,125,000

ENCHANTING ITALIAN COURTYARD CUSTOM HOME 
Constructed by Elwood Collier in the exclusive Pablo Creek Reserve. If you are looking 

for an open floor plan, you have found it! Huge wooden doors open to spacious 
courtyard featuring a summer kitchen and heated salt water pool/spa lit by two gas 
‘’coal pits.’’ Courtyard connects to the guest house complete with mini-kitchen and 

master suite. All three bedrooms on the property offer luxurious ensuites. $1,055,000

BREATHTAKING WATERFRONT PENTHOUSE 
Bamboo & travertine fl oors. 8’ solid wood doors throughout the penthouse, 12’ ceilings 

and numerous palladian windows. Terraces with Intracoastal, Beaches, and City views. This 
pet friendly gated community in an expansive park like setting offers so much from fi shing 
on the pier, swimming laps in pool, working out in state of the art fi tness center, watching 

sunset from your private terrace or enjoying a day on your boat. $1,300,000 

333 Village Main Street, Suite 670
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

Visit Elizabeth and all her properties on the Internet at
www.beachhomes.com or

Email at elizhudgins@aol.com

© 2016 BHH Affiliates, LLC. Real Estate Brokerage Services are offered through the network member franchisees of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Most franchisees are independently owned and operated. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Information not verified or guaranteed. If your property is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation. Equal Housing Opportunity.

MEDITERRANEAN STYLE HOME IN MARSH LANDING CC
Built in 2006 with superb quality including: weather shield windows, custom 
window coverings, chiseled stone wood flooring, wood floors sanded on site, 
library/office with coffered ceilings, an incredible chef’s kitchen with Schrock 

cabinets, game room with balcony to screened pool below and gorgeous 
marsh views. $1,595,000
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photos and article by JASMINE MARSHALL

Glo Smith recently returned from attending the 
inauguration of President Donald Trump. A former Florida 
congressional candidate, Smith has more than 30 years 
of public, social and entrepreneurship experience that 
includes working for Florida’s Governor Rick Scott and 
Lieutenant Governor Jennifer Carroll.  Prior to joining Lt. 
Governor Carroll’s staff, she served as a supervisor for a 
Community Base Care Agency in Clay County, where she 
led in developing the agency’s policies and procedures for 
Florida’s Child Welfare Prepaid Mental Health Program.

What prompted you to run for U.S. Congress?
Growing up in the poorest part of Jacksonville, I was no 

stranger to poverty as a child. In my early childhood, my 
mother relied on government provisions and commodities 
to care for and feed our family. Regardless of the social 
and financial hardship we faced, I was determined to 
succeed with the moral support of my family, friends and 
faith. In 2013, I realized that someone needed to provide 
the constituents in Congressional District Five with an alternative 
to the status quo. The real unemployment rate, especially among 
African-American men and the young adults in some parts of the 
district, was much too high. So were the number of people receiving 
entitlement programs, the crime rate and the high school drop-out 
rate. I wanted to help bring about a positive change in the district. 
I knew the conservative values and principles I learned from my 
father worked, and could provide the opportunity we needed to 
make things better.

 
What were the defining factors in your life growing up that 

attracted you to the Republican Party? 
My stepfather, an educated man with a degree in engineering, 

played a major role in my decision to become a Republican. He 
believed in limited government, fiscal conservatism, free enterprise, 
and individual liberties and responsibilities. He appreciated and 

respected the Constitution. He worked as a supervisor at the 
Jacksonville Shipyards, owned two small businesses and real estate 
in our community. My father taught us that we could be anything 
that we wanted to be if we worked hard. He wanted us to receive a 
high-quality education or learn a trade. He believed that these things, 
with God’s help, would pave the way for a better future. Because of 
his success, I knew that I wanted the same opportunities for myself 
and others.

  
What is the biggest lesson you learned from your campaigns 

for Congress? 
I ran for Congress in 2014 and 2016. It is a bit hard for a Republican 

to win a heavily Democratic district. I found that the history of 
the Republican party is often overlooked or not known. Although 
many of the constituents have a different political ideology, for the 
most part, I find that we want the same things for our families and 
community. 

One of Us!
GLO      SMITH

by JENNIFER LOGUE
photo by JASMINE MARSHALL
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Sales Office:  
(904) 810-2097, 810-2098
Open daily from 10AM – 5PM
206 Seloy Drive  
St. Augustine, FL 32084

Debbie da Silva, Broker  
(904) 823-5777  
Debbie.daSilva@FloridaNetworkRealty.com
Visit VillagesOfSeloy.com today!

Elegance and functionality were  
combined to provide great exterior areas 
enhanced by lakes, preserves, green 
spaces and courts complemented by 
refined, yet casually elegant interiors. 

Four fabulous floor plans and various 
upgrade packages are available with 
exquisite finishes and beautiful rooms 
filled with natural sunlight. Every condo  
is located on the ground floor and  
includes a sun room with windows 
flooding the warm interiors with natural 
light. A two-car garage is complemented 
by a brick paver driveway and pleasant 
landscaping to welcome you home.

© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, 
LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

  
During the presidential campaign, there was a lot of talk in the 

media claiming that support for the Democratic and Republican 
presidential nominees was divided sharply along racial lines. As 
an African American supporter of Donald Trump, what was your 
experience during the campaign? 

On several occasions, I was advised not to talk about 
President Trump in the district. I had an obligation, 
however, to support the person that I thought would 
be better for all Americans. I lost a lot of votes because 
of my support for Mr. Trump. 

 
Many people believe that racial conflict in 

America is at its worst point since the 1960s. Do you 
concur with that assessment? 

I think each of us has a moral responsibility to bring 
people together and to love and care for one another 
regardless of our differences.

Black History Month is a great time to reflect on just 
how far we have come, and how far we need to go. We 
think about our family’s heritage, how things were, how 
we want things to be, and about our children ‘s future.  

We as black people, especially those from the South, 
are strong and resilient people. We came through 
and survived slavery, Reconstruction, the civil rights 
movement, and Jim Crow laws. We must tell our story 
so that our people and the world will never forget or 
repeat history. We share our story so that every person, 
no matter the color of their skin, will know that they 
can be anything they want to be, and accomplish any 
goal according to God’s will for their lives.  

Do you have any plans to seek elective office again? 
No. I would, however, like to see more women and minorities run 

for office.
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Amelia Island ushers 
in ninth annual 

Restaurant 
Week 

celebration
Photos by PRI PRODUCTIONS
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Above: The Omni Amelia Island Plantation banquet team 
greets guests at the restaurant week kickoff’s Distillers 
Dinner.

Right: Menu detailing the evening’s fare carved into wood

Below: The first of a four-course meal served at the Jan. 19 
Distillery Dinner

Amelia Island’s ninth annual Restaurant Week kicked off the 
New Year with a slew of specialized menus, festivities and culinary 
events showcasing the flavorful faire of First Coast destination. This 
year’s celebration saw the participation of more than 30 of Amelia 
Island’s most popular restaurants, among them Crab Trap, 29 South 
Eats and Marina Seafood Restaurant, and the introduction of new 
featured tours, cooking classes for adults and children and special 
demonstrations and events.

The 10-day culinary showcase is one of the island’s most anticipated 
events, according to Gil Langley, president and CEO of the Amelia 
Island Convention and Visitors Bureau.

“Restaurant Week has become one of our most anticipated annual 
events and is the perfect time for hungry visitors and locals try some 
of the island’s new culinary hotspots and enjoy their old favorites,” 
Langley says. 

The 2017 Restaurant Week introduced a new special event with the 
kick-off  “Distillers Dinner” held Jan. 19. Hosted at the Omni Amelia 
Island Plantation, the dinner featured a selection of clear, blonde 
and brown spirits to usher in the 2017 celebration. Executive Chef 

Daven Wardynski and his culinary team walked visitors through the 
distillation process with a four-course dinner paired with cocktails 
centered around vodka, gin, whiskey and rum. 

Another new event introduced during Restaurant Week was 
the Mixology Tour with Amelia Island Downtown Tasting Tours. 
Throughout the month of January, Amelia Island Downtown Tasting 
Tours included four stops at local bars wherein guests enjoyed a lesson 
of brief history of the bars in addition to specially prepared cocktails.

Throughout the week, adults and children alike were welcome 
to join cooking classes hosted by Amelia Island Culinary Academy, 
among them Parisian- and pasta-themed classes.

Capping the celebration off was “A Bourbon Affair” held at The Ritz-
Carlton of Amelia Island. The craft cocktail event celebrated specialty 
spirits with samples of small-batch and house-infused bourbons, 
whiskeys and craft cocktails alongside fresh sushi and sashimi, wine, 
hors d’oeuvres, infusions and flights of select bourbons, scotches and 
sake and demonstrations by Johnny Love, head mixologist at The Ritz-
Carlton. 
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Women’s Food Alliance holiday party
The Women’s Food Alliance 

presented Peterbrooke Chocolatier 
founder Phyllis Lockwood Geiger 
with its 1st Annual Pinnacle Award 
at its recent holiday gathering, 
held Dec. 19 at The Grille @ South 
Hampton Golf Club.

In accepting the award, Geiger 
shared vignettes about her journey 
with Peterbrooke, inspiring guests 
with her vision for “what comes 
next.”

WFA Founder Leigh Cort 
and Ana Barreiro of Key Lime 
Mousse, Inc.

Ana Barreiro and international 
food journalist and cookbook 

author Pat Mack

Leslie Bertino, Denise Collins 
and Holley Hunter 

Phyllis Geiger
South Hampton 
Grill team
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Janet E. Johnson, P.A. Criminal Defense Attorney
     anet Johnson is committed to aggressively defending people accused in all criminal 
     matters in state and federal court.  In practice since 1994, she is a member of the 
Florida Bar, The Federal Bar, Colorado Bar, as well as the Florida Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers.  She has been on the faculty of FACDL “Blood, Breath & 
Tears” annual DUI seminar.  Ms. Johnson appears as a legal commentator on CNN, 
HLN, GMA, and Fox News.  She has been awarded the very highest possible rating, 
the AV preeminent ratingTM, from Martindale- Hubbell® and was named a fellow to the 
prestigious Litigation Counsel of AmericaTM, as well as one of the ten best criminal de-
fense attorneys nationally for client satisfaction by the  American Institute of Criminal 
Law Attorneys.
      Areas of criminal law that are handled by Janet Johnson: Driving While Impaired, 
DUI Defense  • Robbery/Burglary • Armed Robbery •Assault & Battery
Juvenile Cases • Date Rape •Domestic Violence • Sex Offenses  • Child Abuse/
Exploitation • Health Care Fraud •Drug Traffi cking/Possession • Shop-Lifting, 
Vandalism • Probation Violations •White Collar Crime • Federal Cases.  Please 
call our offi ce for a free initial consultation.

J

3219 Atlantic Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32207      904.634.8991
janetejohnsonlaw.com

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you 
decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifi cations and experience.

CAROLYN S. ZISSER limits her practice to family law, providing 
solutions to the most complex family law problems and focuses 

exclusively on matters involving divorce, child custody, 
military family issues, modifi cation of judgments and division of

retirement plans and other assets. Carolyn has been representing family 
law clients for more than 35 years. She continues to receive 

numerous accolades -- including an AV rating with Martindale-
Hubbell, an AVVO rating of 10 (out of 10), inclusion in Super Lawyers 

and an appointment as Master of the Jacksonville Family Law Inn of 
Court. Carolyn off ers her clients an unequalled

commitment to obtaining the best results possible and has been
certifi ed in Collaborative Law which enables her to off er her clients an 

alternative to the traditional approach to divorce. Th e fi rm works with a 
network of professionals, including forensic accountants, business

valuation experts, occupational evaluation experts, Certifi ed Divorce 
Planners and other consultants, as needed. Carolyn is strongly 
dedicated to providing the fi nest representation to every client.

To learn more about her fi rm, please visit www.zisserfamilylaw.com
or contact them at 904-249-8787

Providing solutions to complex family law problems. . .
333 Village Main Street, Suite 670

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

Janet Westling, REALTOR®, GRI, CIPS
904.813.1913 Cell 

www.janetwestling.com
Janet.Westling@bhhsfnr.com

Allison Ferebee, REALTOR®
904.237.2148 Cell

Allison.Ferebee@fl oridanetworkrealty.com

An independently owned and operated franchise of BHH Affi liates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

SOUTHERN COASTAL CHARMER
Coastal Southern Charm home located East of A1A renovated move in ready! 

This 3 bedroom, 2 bath home located in the heart of Ponte
Vedra Beach features over 1900 square feet and is the perfect family home within

walking distance to the beach! $599,000

HARBOUR ISLAND
European Inspired estate with 40 foot boat slip in the basin to the Intracoastal. 4BR,

4 1/2BA , library, elevator with 5,150 sq. ft. The perfect marriage of luxury and comfort 
in Harbor Island. $1,500,000

THE GOLD STANDARDfirst coast professionals
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Princess
Brides First Coast 

fairy tale 
weddings

by JENNIFER LOGUE
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In 2015, American couples spent an average 
of $32,641 on their weddings. And for many 
brides, a good percentage of that budget was 
spent creating a day they’ve dreamed of since 
childhood: a fairy tale wedding.

Here on the First Coast, brides have a 
number of options for bringing that fairy tale 
to life – from the perfect dress to magical 
venues. Here are just a few of the many local 
options for bringing Happily Ever After to life.

PRINCESS PERFECT
What could be more in keeping with a fairy 

tale than a wedding dress fit for a princess? 
A Disney princess, to be exact: Alfred Angelo 
is the exclusive designer of the official 
wedding gowns inspired by the beloved 

Disney versions of the classic fairy tales of 
old. From Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty to 
Snow White, Belle, Jasmine and more, the 
Alfred Angelo Disney bridal line allows every 
bride to channel her favorite Disney heroine. 
Available at Alfred Angelo’s Jacksonville store, 
the collection also includes complementary 
“Royal Maiden” bridesmaid and flower girl 
dresses.

Each year, Alfred Angelo releases a new 
gown for each princess, and since the line 
was first launched in 2009, the designer has 
expanded the princess roster to include 
newer favorites such as Tiana, Rapunzel and 
Elsa. 

“The dress that’s generating the most 
traffic right now is Mulan – she’s our 

newest princess,” says Bailey Smith, director 
of corporate alliances for Alfred Angelo. 
“We’ll also be adding Pocahontas in the fall. 
We’re really excited to be adding these two 
princesses.”

Priced from $1,000 to $1,900, Disney gowns 
are anything but off-the-rack, Smith says.

“Once a bride selects her princess, the 
gown is cut exclusively for her,” she says, “and 
they’re available in sizes up to 26W.”

And the best-selling Disney gown of all 
time?

“That would be #205 – Cinderella!” says 
Smith, noting that the bridal line’s popularity 
is not hard to fathom.

“It’s strictly because of the Disney 
connection,” Smith says. “Every bride wants 

Flagler College, 
photo by Rob Futrell
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WWW.CHRISTYWHITEHEADPHOTOGRAPHY.COM

OCEANFRONT RESTAURANT
NORTH BEACH, ST. AUGUSTINE

Private Banquet Facilities
(MAX. CAPACITY UP TO 75 PEOPLE)

Professional Services

www.thereefstaugustine.com

The Ocean and You ...

Dreams Coming True

Spectacular
Ocean View

to be a princess on her wedding day.”

DOWN THE AISLE
 First Coast brides seeking a 

magical setting for their nuptials have a 
variety of venues from which to choose. 
For those seeking a reception site that 
evokes the fairy tale castles of old, 
Flagler College offers an opulent setting 
in the heart of St. Augustine. With its 
Spanish Renaissance architecture, 
the former Gilded Age resort is home 
to several function spaces, including 
the elegant Ponce de Leon Ballroom. 
Available from late May through 
early August, the ballroom’s ornately 
carved columns, soaring ceiling and 
magnificent Tiffany stained glass 
windows adorn a space that can host 
up to 300 guests for a seated dinner or 
400 for a cocktail reception.

“Flagler College serves as the perfect 
backdrop for a fairy tale wedding,” says 
Tonya Creamer, Flagler College event 
coordinator. “Our chandeliers hang 
with a touch of grace suspended in front 
of our Tiffany stained glass windows 
reminiscent of the scene when Beauty 
dances with The Beast. The whole 

ballroom drips with gold features King 
Midas himself could have touched.”

INTO THE WOODS
For the bride who envisions a more 

pastoral fairy tale setting, Jacksonville’s 
Bowing Oaks Plantation offers a 
rustic, romantic venue. Located in 
Jacksonville’s Bayard neighborhood, 
Bowing Oaks combines state-of-the-art 
luxury amenities for the bridal party 
with the simple elegance contemporary 
brides crave.

Among the facility’s offerings: three 
outdoor settings for the wedding 
ceremony, where vows can be said in an 
outdoor pavilion or beneath the boughs 
of a towering, old-growth oak tree.

Continuing the rustic theme, the 
plantation’s 4,000 square-foot ballroom 
features wide-width Pecky cypress 
walls and custom-made cypress tables.

And for those couples dreaming of 
riding off into the sunset after their 
perfect fairy tale wedding? It’s possible.

Notes Bowing Oaks owner Jim 
Efstathion: “We had a bride who 
brought her horse!” Alfred Angelo photo
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2165 Park Street Jacksonville, Florida 32204
904-387-9927

Offi  ceManager@JLJacksonville.org
www.jljacksonville.org/riverside-house/ 

A Beautiful, Aff ordable Event Site in the Heart of Jacksonville’s 
Historic Riverside/Avondale Neighborhood. 
• Full Kitchen & Bride’s Room
• Auditorium seats up to 283 people
• Reception room seats up to 125 people with tables
• Reasonable Rates

The Riverside House
owned by

44444

bles
• Reas

Frame your wedding photos, family pictures, 
sports memorabilia, graduation pictures, 

shadow box and more.

Over 25 local artists’ original works of art. 
Includes prints, oil, acrylic, watercolor, and 
pastel.  On display are jewelry, textile art, 

glassware, photography, and more.

(904)249.2222
Open Monday - Saturday

Behind Poe’s in Shoppes of Northshore, Atlantic Beach

Frame your wedding photos, family pictures, 
sports memorabilia, graduation pictures,

shadow box and more.

Over 25 local artists’ original works of art. 
Includes prints, oil, acrylic, watercolor, and
pastel.  On display are jewelry, textile art, 

glassware, photography, and more.

(904)249.2222
Open Monday - Saturday

Behind Poe’s in Shoppes of Northshore, Atlantic Beach

Stationery designer and protocol expert Emilie Dulles recently 
expanded Dulles Designs to Ponte Vedra after recognizing the demand 
for her company’s work in the Jacksonville area. 

“Through the grapevine, we heard that ‘old school’ Jacksonville and 
Ponte Vedra families were starving for a high-end, custom stationery 
and printing option,” says Dulles, who started offering her services in 
Ponte Vedra Oct. 1. 

With the use of uniquely rare and custom cotton and European 
papers, Dulles Designs produces elegant invitations, stationery and 
traditional printing for families, boutique firms, offices and gala events.

Dulles grew up in the event design and elegant printing industry via 

her family’s business that was started in Switzerland in the late 1980s. 
As a result, she brings 25 years of engraved and letterpress event and 
stationery experience to the First Coast. 

Beyond calligraphy, engraving, hand-edging and colored beveling, 
Dulles also specializes in “white glove” guest lists, event design and 
organization and meticulous mailing and RSVP management for 
celebratory occasions, especially weddings. 

“This level of high end ‘social secretary’ service is really what Dulles 
clients come to us for,” says Dulles, who generally caters to country 
club families that come from generations of formal entertainment and 
decorum. “Elegant design and printing is a bonus.”

Cordiallyinvited
Dulles Designs expands to        First Coast

by JON BLAUVELT
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F O R  M O R E  I N F O :

F R E E  TA S T I N G S
WITH ALL  SCHEDULED CONSULTATIONS

Orlando- 407-277-7746

Jacksonville- 904-564-2711

info@sweetbyholly.com

F O R M O R E I N F O :

When working with families on their wedding stationery, Dulles 
says the process is quite simple, because her company manages 
everything from start to finish. Unlike website-only vendors, she 
says her company helps families navigate through the entire process, 
including guest list management, privacy, protocol, logistics, 
timelines, map making, event communications roll-outs and final 
week and day of emergencies.

Dulles says one of the more common trends today is for families 
to do the opposite and create their own wedding stationery and 
collateral using online printing with common fonts, web graphics 
and flimsy paper. In these situations, she says brides, mothers of the 
bride or wedding planners typically manage the guest list and RSVP 
list. Although less expensive, Dulles says this route is quite often a 
recipe for a headache, whereas her services allow the family to relax 
before the big day.

Dulles typically initiates the wedding stationery process by 
sending out save-the-date cards once the wedding venue is secured 
and contracted, which Dulles says should be six to 15 months before 
the wedding. Then, six to nine months before the wedding, her team 

designs and produces wedding invitation sets and rehearsal dinner 
invitations. Dulles says the third and final phase, which includes 
the production of weekend and day-of pieces – such as hand-drawn 
maps, ceremony programs, welcome bags and dinner pieces – should 
start three to six months before the wedding. In general, Dulles likes 
to start early so clients can enjoy the process and have the necessary 
time to decide what they really want.  

Dulles says a typical wedding project, which includes 16 to 20 
different projects, costs her clients anywhere from $10,000-$30,000. In 
addition to weddings, Dulles Designs offers its services for surprise, 
birthday and anniversary parties, as well as business launches and 
celebrations and gala events. 

 “What we do is provide peace of mind to both our clients and 
their guests,” says Dulles, who also has a presence in Palm Beach; 
Charleston, South Carolina; Washington D.C.; and New York City. 
“When you communicate everything effectively at the right time in 
clear, concise and gracious language, it makes the whole process a lot 
easier for everybody.”



PicturePerfect
First Coast dwellers have long known 

the strength of the artistic pulse in each of 
its communities, breeding musicians, oil 
masters and culinary genius alike — and the 
photography scene is no different, as several 
area shooters are out to prove this bridal 
season.

Borrowing inspiration from their natural 
surroundings and the unique juxtaposition 

of urban and historic locations that exist in 
spades on the First Coast, these photographers 
continue to master their own distinct styles. 
Bringing a variety of disciplines — among 
them landscape, natural, portrait and event 
photography experience — to wedding 
portraiture, these shooters make a case for 
going small and local on the big day.

by JASMINE MARSHALL

Joshua Brangenberg 
is a Jacksonville-based 
photographer whose method 
borrows elements from candid- 
and documentary-style media. 
Specializing in wedding, 
engagement, portfolio and 
landscape photography, 
Brangenberg’s goal is to 
capture moments meant to be 
remembered.

“With my work, I try and 
capture those memorable 
moments,” he says. “Even while 
doing portraits, I try and create 
a fun, relaxed atmosphere that 

will leave fond memories years 
down the road.”

Brangenberg advises couples 
to consider the photographer 
themselves as much as their 
skills when deciding on who 
will document the big day.

“When choosing a 
photographer, make sure you 
like their personality,” he says. 
“On your wedding day, you 
spend a good portion of the day 
with that person — you might 
as well spend the day with 
someone you like!

Joshua Brangenberg

Lisa DeClercq’s photographs 
are decidedly tropical. The 
Jacksonville Beaches-based 
photographer utilizes foamy 
shores, sunsets and palm 
trees for quintessential coastal 

sets. Declercq specializes 

in wedding and portrait 

photography in addition to 

head shots, maternity and baby 

photography.

Lisa De Clercq
www.joshuabrangenberg.com www.lisadeclercq.com
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Wedding Offerings Include:
• Elegant event spaces at our 77,000 square-foot 
   Mediterranean Revival-style clubhouse
• Delectable cuisine prepared by award-winning chefs
• Dedicated wedding specialist and customized packages

Learn More
Visit TPC.COM/SAWGRASSWEDDING
Call our Catering Sales Department at (904) 273-3344 

REMARKABLE WEDDINGS IN 
AN UNFORGETTABLE SETTING

At the world-famous TPC Sawgrass, your wedding will be held in a setting as magical as the 
occasion itself. Let our elite team of event planners create a one-of-a-kind wedding that reflects 
your personal style: from the location, to the ambiance, to the cuisine, and everything in between.
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Mallory Aussem is a St. 
Augustine-based photographer 
with a dream-like style. 

“I love nature and I’m 
constantly inspired by it,” 
Aussem says. “It amazes me 
how the sun is able to create 
so many different tones and 
moods — but that’s the beauty 
of it. I love working with early 
morning or dusk lighting — I 
love the airy, moody golden 
look.”

Named for Aussem’s affinity 
for golden-hour sunlight 
and the idea of timelessness, 

her style combines gentle 
saturation with pale washes 
of color, giving her work a 
vintage film look that conjures 
images of memories made and 
those still to come. Aussem 
specializes in wedding and 
engagement photography.

Aussem’s protip: “For all 
the amazing couples, just be 
you! I often try to not tell my 
clients how to pose because 
I simply want who they are to 
show through the images. Be 
romantic, kiss, laugh, dance, 
hug — soak in every moment!”

Mallory Aussem
www.evergoldphotography.com

St. Augustine-based 
photographer Rob Futrell has a 
style that toes the line between 
editorial and cinematic; with 
wife and partner Jill, the two 
have a style made distinctive 

by a playful use of light and 
color to create whimsical 
images. Futrell specializes in 
engagement, wedding, portrait 
and event photography.

Rob Futrell
www.robfutrell.com
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Harby Jewelers

LOCATED IN RIVERPLACE TOWER
1301 Riverplace Blvd. • Suite 2552 • (904) 346-0642 • www.harbyjewelers.com

J A C K S O N V I L L E ’ S  D I A M O N D  S O U R C E  F O R  F O U R  G E N E R A T I O N S



First Coast
Hardcore foodies already know one of Florida’s best kept secrets is the First Coast. From Main 

Street to A1A, there’s no shortage of locally-owned eateries serving acclaimed culinary fare for 
every palette —and this wedding season, bakeries in the area are making a case for themselves.

by JASMINE MARSHALL

a slice 
of the

Locally-owned bakeries bring 
tasty, unique styles to weddings

www.alleycakes.com/contact

1517 Atlantic Boulevard
Neptune Beach, FL 32266
(904) 372-7081
Mon. – Fri. 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Sat. – Noon – 5 p.m.

Alleycakes’ menu runs the 
gamut from cake pops and 
French macarons to layered 
wedding cakes in a variety of 

flavors and styles. Borrowing 
influence from rustic “naked” 
cake trends to ornate stacks 
decked in flowers, this 
Neptune-beach based bakery 
specializes in stylish sweets 
that toe the line between 
traditional and modern.

Photos courtesy 
of Alleycakes

Kakes by Katie
www.kakesbykatie.com

(904) 716-9915
Kakes by Katie, a “cottage 

food business,” is helmed by 
St. Johns-based professional 
home baker Katie Smith-Gibbs. 

Distinguished by a clean style, 
floral accents and minimal 
design, Smith-Gibbs bakes, 
decorates and delivers cakes 
personally. 

Photos courtesy of 
Kakes by Katie)

Alleycakes
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www.chouxbakery.com

4458 Marquette Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32210
(904) 955-398

This nationally-recognized 
custom bakery operates out 
of Avondale and boasts seven 

years of operation. Choux’s 

style is marked by creative 

pops of color and unorthodox 

patterns borrowing inspiration 

from fashion and nature.  

Photos courtesy of 
Choux Cake Studio

Choux Cake Studio

4152 3rd St. S. 
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250
(904) 246-6408

Spearheaded by Chef 
John Krupinski and wife 
Carol, Classic Cakes is a 
Jacksonville Beach-based 
bakery specializing in wedding 

and groom cakes. Fashioning 
sugar and fondant into flowers, 
shells and glitz, Classic Cakes 
brings more than two decades 
of experience to the table in 
addition to Krupinski’s Johnson 
& Wales Culinary School 
pedigree.

Photos courtesy of 
Classic Cakes

Classic Cakes



MadamaFirst Coast    Opera presents 

butterfly
Local company aims to make 
opera accessible to all ages

by JENNIFER LOGUE
Curtis Tucker has heard all the misconceptions 

people have about opera.
“There are all those old opera myths,” says 

Tucker, the artistic director for First Coast 
Opera.  “There’s ‘Oh, there’s gonna be a fat lady’ 
or ‘I can’t understand what’s going on’ or ‘I don’t 
know what to wear.’”

Tucker and his ensemble did their best to 
dispel those myths recently, when First Coast 
Opera presented a fully-staged production of 
Puccini’s “Madama Butterfly.” Presented Jan. 6 
and Jan. 8 at Flagler College’s Lewis Auditorium 
in St. Augustine, the production featured a 
professional cast of 20 performers accompanied 
by a live orchestra. 

As English subtitles were projected above the 
stage, the performers brought to life the classic 
tale of a young Japanese geisha who welcomes 
the chance to wed a brash American naval 
officer stationed in Nagasaki. The American, 
however, fails to recognize the legal or cultural 
significance of their traditional Japanese union 
and returns home to take a “real” American 
bride, resulting in tragedy.

Focusing as it does on themes of cultural 
misunderstandings and the ways in which 
Americans are perceived by citizens of other 

nations, “Madama Butterfly” seems as timely 
today as when it debuted in 1904. It is that type 
of universal experience, Tucker said, at which 
opera excels in communicating.

“Opera is all about emotion,” he says. “It 
combines all art forms, with the music really 
heightening the emotions. If we do our jobs on 
stage, the audience has really felt something.”

Now in its 17th season, First Coast Opera 
recently was awarded a grant from the 
National Endowment for the Arts to support 
its next production: a double bill featuring two 
courtroom comedies. On March 16 and 18, First 
Coast Opera will present Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
“Trial by Jury” alongside “The Trial of B.B. Wolf.” 
Composed by Tucker and written by Nelson 
Sheeley, the family-friendly opera puts the Big 
Bad Wolf on trial for his notorious exploits.

It’s a reflection, Tucker says, of First Coast 
Opera’s goal of making opera accessible to all 
ages and all audiences.

“We’re trying to grow the company,” he says, 
“and bring opera back to what it originally was – 
an art form for the people.”

Photos courtesy of 
First Coast Opera

Photos by Jennifer Logue
Martín and Maria Sepulveda

Opera singer Kirsten 
Chambers and First Coast 
Opera Artistic Director 
Curtis Tucker

Valerie Joi Fiddmont and 
Angela Fisher 
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Unity Christian Arts, Inc.
Registration Open and available for Spring Dance & 
Summer Dance Camp Classes.

We offer Christ centered classes for all ages in Ballet, Tap, 
Jazz, Hip-Hop, ribbons, Flags, Tambourines and more.

Our Summer Dance Camps runs from June thru July for 
Full & Part-time students. Our day begins at 7am and 
ends at 6pm. 5 days a week. Monday -Friday @ 
$100/week. 

Our Spring Dance Classes are available @ $50/month for 
one weekly dance class.

We are located on the south side of Jacksonville FL at 
5730 Bowden Road. Suite #103 32216.

e
$

O
o

W
5

Contact  Kim @ (904) 466-8250 
Unitykim@ gmail.com / www.unitychristianarts.com
for more information.

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!”
Psalm 133:1

20% OFF 
CUSTOM FRAMING ANY FRAME!

Expires 3/31/17

Suite 1520 in Sawgrass Village
IN BETWEEN CHICO’S & HILTON GARDEN INN

Ponte Vedra Beach
904.273.4925

www.villageartspvb.com

FRANCESCA GARSH - MIXED MEDIA ARTIST

SPACIOUS 
GALLERY 

FEATURING 
LOCAL ARTISTS

MARCH 1 THROUGH 31

Join the Cummer Museum for a month-long celebration of 
art in nature. Garden Month programs will include special 
events, lectures, demonstrations, workshops, exhibitions, 
and a Garden Concert.

For more information and reservations, call 904.356.6857 
or visit cummermuseum.org.

829 Riverside Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32204  
904.356.6857
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Spring
Fashion

From the Big Apple to the 
First Coast, the first signs 
of spring are appearing 
in department stores and 
boutiques, as last fall’s 
fashions make way for the 
latest looks.

Some of the trends that 
graced the runways at 
Fashion Week in New York 
City include:

Stripes: Designers from 
Marc Jacobs to Diane Von 
Furstenberg adorned their 
models in boldly striped 
shirts, skirts, dresses and 
jumpsuits.

Florals: Equally colorful 
were the floral prints found 
in lines from Jason Wu, Tory 
Burch and other designers. 
In addition to dresses and 
skirts, flashy florals were also 
to be found complementing 
another spring trend: the 
trenchcoat.

Nautical: It was “Anchors 
Aweigh” on many runways, 
with models on parade in 
sailor suit-style dresses with 
a fashion-forward edge.

Yellow: Hello, yellow! The 
hue was a hit at Fashion 
Week, with shades ranging 
from sorbet to canary 
turning heads.
First Coast fashion

Look for these trends to 
begin popping up locally, 
along with spring looks 
particularly popular with 

First Coast fashionistas.
“There’s a ton of fun 

fashion coming in as we are 
moving into spring,” says 
Emily Rhodin, owner of 
Scout & Molly’s Boutique in 
Jacksonville and Ponte Vedra 
Beach. “Pleats and micro 
pleats appear to be making a 
pop on the scene: The micro 
pleats are appearing mostly 
in skirts but also hints of 
them on tops and dresses.”

The off-the-shoulder, cold 
shoulder and cut-out tops so 
popular last fall will continue 
to be on trend this spring, 
Rhodin says, while the shirt 
dress will become even more 
popular as career wear.

“For the casual run-
around look, the t-shirt dress 
with gym shoes is an easy 
way to elevate your style – 
especially if the dress can 
be belted and worn with a 
wedge to dress it up,” Rhodin 
says.

In addition to stripes, look 
for gingham prints to make a 
comeback in 2017, while the 
bright yellow so vivid on the 
New York runways will share 
space on the rack alongside 
apparel in shades of island 
blue, flame, lapis blue and 
greenery.

by JENNIFER LOGUE
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1960 San Marco Blvd. | 904.240.0370  
sanmarco.scoutandmollys.com

340 Front Street | Suite 715 | 904.373.5856
sawgrass.scoutandmollys.comscoouuutttaaannndddmmmooollllllyyyyysss.cccooommm sssaaawwwggggrrraaassssss..ssscccooouuutttaaannddmo

*Offer valid from 2/1/17 to 4/1/17 at these locations only. Excludes already reduced merchandise. 
Offers may not be combined. ©2017 FranLogic Scout Development LLC. Franchises Available.

$20 OFF
PURCHASE OF $100 OR MORE!

*

Photos courtesy of Scout 
& Molly’s Boutique
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by JENNIFER LOGUE

Spanish master ROYO travels to Ponte 
Vedra for exhibition of his work

Local residents had an opportunity to meet one of the art world’s 
noted stars Jan. 20, when acclaimed Spanish painter ROYO visited 
Ponte Vedra Beach for the grand opening celebration of the Cutter & 
Cutter Fine Art gallery in Sawgrass Village.

The artist, who traveled from Valencia, Spain for the event, 
participated in the gallery’s ribbon-cutting ceremony before visiting 
with guests and art collectors, who came to Ponte Vedra to view 
a special exhibition of works the artist painted especially for the 
occasion. In addition to attending cocktail receptions held Jan. 20-21, 
ROYO also signed copies of his book showcasing his works.

“It’s significant for Cutter & Cutter to have an artist such as ROYO, a 
world-class master, join us all the way from Valencia, Spain,” says Len 
Cutter, founder of Cutter & Cutter. “The art world and its collectors 
know well the impact he has had on our business, and we predict the 
impact he will have on Ponte Vedra and Greater Jacksonville is about 
to unfold.”

Throughout the gallery’s grand opening weekend, guests perused 
ROYO’s works while enjoying the opportunity to speak with the artist 

through an interpreter.
“He has a certain aura about him when he comes to town,” says 

gallery partner Mark Cutter. “He has such a knowledge of and love 
for art history. (Collectors) really come out because they know there’s 
something special about him.”

In addition to the portraits for which he is well known, ROYO 
created a number of landscapes specifically for Cutter & Cutter, 
many of which depict the cherry, almond and orange trees that adorn 
his home in Spain.

ROYO is also a collector, Mark Cutter added, noting that in many 
of the artist’s works, his models display antique fans and 150-year-
old silk shawls.

“They’re not props,” he says. “They’re a part of his life.”
That sentiment was echoed by the artist himself during a gallery 

talk with collectors and guests. When asked about his inspiration 
and reasons for painting, the artist gave a brief answer in Spanish, 
which his interpreter translated.

“It is his life,” she says simply. “He has to do it.”

grand openingCUTTER & CUTTER 

ROYO displays one of the paintings he created especially 
for Cutter & Cutter at the gallery’s formal grand opening 
celebration. From left: Mark Cutter, Matthew Cutter, 
ROYO, Sonya Cutter and Len Cutter.
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at the
LEMON
TWIST

215 Tourside Dr.
Suite 1760 

in Sawgrass Village
904.280.5955

Hours: 
Monday–Saturday, 10am-6pm 

Sunday 12-4pm
BOOK ONLINE  at www.trompeloeilsalon.com

820 A1A, Suite 1510 – Ponte Vedra Beach
(Same place as Ruth’s Chris)

904.543.1520

Janice and David Miller 
of Marietta, Georgia

ROYO with gallery 
founder Len Cutter

Photos by Jennifer Logue
George McCaughan, Moppy McGee, 
Bill McGee and Leslie McCaughan
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by JENNIFER LOGUE

The Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s Hospital marked the 
40th anniversary of its annual Art & Antiques Show in December 
with four days of lectures, exhibits and events at the Prime F. 
Osborn III Convention Center.

Antique dealers from across the nation and around the 
world gravitated to the event, which featured a guest lecture 
by Academy Award-winning actress Goldie Hawn, expert 
demonstrations and a children’s fashion show featuring current 
and former Wolfson patients.

Among the highlights of this year’s Art & Antiques Show was 
the black-tie opening party. In keeping with the show’s 40th 
anniversary, the gala event featured a 1970s theme, complete 
with a mirrored disco ball and ’70s-style décor.

The Women’s Board was founded in the 1970s after twin girls 
Abbie and Annie Martin were born prematurely and Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital lacked the necessary equipment to care for 
both infants. Abbie Martin lived just eight days.

Since that time, The Women’s Board has raised nearly $30 
million to support the hospital’s programs and equipment needs 
through events like the Art & Antiques Show, the Florida Forum 
lecture series and more.

40TH ANNIVERSARY

Art & Antiques Show

Amy Reese and Baptist Medical 
Center Board Member Kyle Reese

Annmarie Komatineni 
and Rebecca McKelvey Natasha and Darin Roark
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Johnson Sarber, Hannah Bellingrath, country music singer Rion Paige, John T. Martin and Rieves Martin

Carolyn Zisser, Jamie Buckland, Debbie Buckland and Elliot Zisser
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Seana McAfee, Pat Delaney, Marie Mussallem, Alex Mussallem, James Mussallem, Kristie Mussallem, 
James Mussallem, Emmeline Chopourian and Charles James Mussallem

Virginia Norton and Alicia Dorsie-Frank
Penny and Dr. Robert Ellison, and Henny 
and Dr. George Schoonover

Women’s Board founder Ellen 
Cavert with granddaughter and 
current president Grace Sarber
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photos by JENNIFER LOGUE
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Cummer Beaches
“A Night at the Museum” was the theme of this 

year’s Cummer Beaches gala, held Jan. 21 at the TPC 
Sawgrass Clubhouse.

Guests attending the black tie event had an 
opportunity to enjoy reproductions of works from 
the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens’ permanent 
collection as well as artwork created by local 
students who participated in the museum’s education 
programs. The evening also included a cocktail reception, 
dinner and entertainment provided by the Jacksonville 
University Department of Musical Theatre.

“Cummer Beaches is an affinity group of the Cummer 
Museum,” says Lori Ann Whittington, the museum’s 
director of advancement. “Proceeds from this event 
enable us to bring students from the Beaches to the 
museum for tours and to participate in our education 
programs.”

Cummer Beaches President Becky Johnson notes 
that the museum’s offerings also include programs for 
those with special needs as well as individuals living 
with Alzheimer’s disease. It is the focus of the Cummer 
Beaches group, she says, to raise the visibility of those 
programs and encourage more Beaches residents to visit 
and take advantage of all the Cummer has to offer.

“The Cummer is really a wonderful community of art,” 
Johnson says. “Our group’s number one priority is just 
building awareness of what a local gem we have in the 
Cummer Museum.” 

by JENNIFER LOGUE

Peggy and Bob Reale

Richey and Sandra Smith with Pete Doolittle Jim and Jennifer Byron with Bill Struck

photos by JENNIFER LOGUE
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Antiques & More 
Consignment

East Coast Furniture 
& More

11270 Beach Blvd. • Jacksonville, FL 32246
904-619-1769

Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 11-5
~ Pre-leasing new booth spaces for second expansion. Call for details. ~

facebook.com/antiques&moreconsignment

~ Grand Opening February 11th ~
Come see us for a

Sweetheart of a Deal
February 14th

651-300 Commerce Center Dr.
Jacksonville, FL 32225
904-233-2229

MON-SAT 10-6, SUN 11-5
www.ecfjax.com fb.com/ecfjax | info@ecfjax.com

Barbara Miller and Donna Heffner Barbara Gibbes, Judy Struck and Frances King

Cummer Beaches President Becky Johnson and 
Marianne Stein, chair of the education committeeDiane Jacobsen, Heidi Smith and Trina Medarev
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Cocktail attire and flip flops was the fun fashion dress code at 
the 2017 BEAM Beach Ball. Held Jan. 21 at the Sawgrass Marriott 
Golf Resort & Spa, the 7th annual event benefiting the Beaches 
Emergency Assistance Ministry (BEAM) featured both silent 
and live auctions for such luxury experiences as a trip to Belize, 
a tour of Napa Valley wine country and a week in Park 
City, Utah.

BEAM Executive Director Susan King noted that 
proceeds from the event will benefit BEAM’s programs 
that assist low-income Beaches residents, including 

its two food pantries that supply not only 
BEAM programs but numerous other local 
organizations with food for distribution to 
those in need.

“I’m very pleased with support we’ve seen from the 
community,” King said at the Beach Ball. “It’s a great evening.”

Those sentiments were echoed by Beach Ball guest Shelby 
Hicks.

“BEAM is a wonderful organization,” she said. “I’m proud 
of this community and all that they do.”

by JENNIFER LOGUE

Beach Ball THE 2017 BEAM

BEAM Executive Director Susan King and Ken Kirschner Daune and Jim Davis

Debbi Sumner and Becky Graves Julie Vontz, Maureen McKinney and Nancy Weaver
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Shelby Hicks, Laurie Harrison and Kimberly McHenry Walter Krupinski

Dianne Kirschner with Rodney and Annie Smith Justin Thompson and Kavie Stahl

photos by JENNIFER LOGUE



38   February - March 2017  |  First Coast Register

photos by DAN HARRIS PHOTO ART

River Garden Gala

Nearly 600 guests entered a world of pure 
imagination Nov. 12, when the River Garden 
Foundation hosted its 24th Annual Gala to benefit 
the residents of River Garden Hebrew Home/Wolfson 
Health and Aging Center.

Sponsored by SunTrust Bank and held at the 
Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa, the event 
featured a Willy Wonka theme, with guests enjoying 
chocolate-dipped strawberries, champagne and 
take-home gifts from Sweet Pete’s Candy Café. The 
gala also featured cocktails, dinner, dancing, and 
both live and silent auctions, raising a total of more 
than $195,000.

SunTrust Regional President Brian Parks and guests

David and Linda Stein and Senator Aaron and Abby Bean
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Here
Issue Date Advertising Deadline

Living2017

From the publishers of the award-winning 
Ponte Vedra Recorder and First Coast Register

ON THE 
FIRST COAST 

A resource for newcomers and long-time 
residents alike, LIVING HERE is a guide to the 
best neighborhoods of Ponte Vedra Beach, 

Nocatee, Jacksonville’s Beaches, St. Augustine 
and Jacksonville.

March 23, 2017 March 10, 2017
Don’t miss your chance to get connected to everyone 

LIVING HERE on the First Coast!

GIVE US A CALL TO RESERVE 
YOUR SPACE!  (904) 285-8831

ST 

Recorder
Not your average newspaper, not your average reader

Ponte Vedra

Dr. Douglas and Melissa Storch
Event chairs Stephen and Jackie Goldman
with sons Alec and Andrew
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EMERGING LEADERS

KICK OFF
United Way of St. Johns County 
grow next generation of 
community philanthropists

Erin Minnigan and Victoria Reynolds 

St. Augustine’s Lightner Museum was the setting for the United 
Way of St. Johns County’s kick-off event for its new “Emerging 
Leaders” group for young professionals.

Held Jan. 19, the cocktail reception gave attendees a chance to 
network with other young business and community leaders while 
viewing the museum’s collection of decorative arts. Guests also 
had a chance to learn more about the types of events the Emerging 
Leaders group will offer: According to United Way Resource 
Development Director Victoria Reynolds, the plan is to offer at least 
one social/networking event, one volunteer opportunity and one 
professional development session each quarter, with events held 
across the county. While aimed primarily at professionals ranging 
from 21 to 45, Reynolds said, the group’s activities will be open to all.

“It’s really an opportunity to network and remove the stigma 
that St. Johns County is just a lot of older folks,” quipped Brendan 
Flores, who co-founded the Emerging Leaders group with Reynolds. 
“We do have a lot of rising stars here and this group will give us the 
opportunity to connect.”

by JENNIFER LOGUE

Damien Haitsuka, Brendan Flores and Agustin Vautier
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Jimmy and Leah Grignon 

Greg Voss, Lin Jones and Samuel Ruiz 

photos by JENNIFER LOGUE

Erika and Rob Cook 
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The Cutter & Cutter Fine Art Gallery in Sawgrass Village was 
the setting for the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce’s 
“Holiday Merriment Party” for its Ponte Vedra Beach Division.

Guests enjoyed cocktails, entertainment and a buffet provided 
by Chef Tommy McDonough of Flavor Palette as they viewed 
the gallery’s art displays and networked with other business and 
community leaders. 

A highlight of the event was the presentation of the chamber’s 
top two awards. St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce 
President and CEO Isabelle Rodriguez presented the Grace 
Hayes Ambassador of the Year Award to Lori Adams. Named in 
honor of longtime Ponte Vedra Recorder Editor Grace Hayes, 
the award recognizes a chamber ambassador who continually 

supports member businesses and the efforts of the chamber.
An independent Cabi fashion consultant, Adams thanked 

the chamber for its support of her business and the benefits 
chamber members receive to help them grow and succeed.

“Membership has its privileges!” Adams said.
The Chamber Member of the Year Award, meanwhile, was 

by JENNIFER LOGUE

Chamber of Commerce
Holiday MerrimentParty

Recorder Publisher Susan Griffin 
honored as

‘Chamber Member of the Year’

St. Johns County Chamber of 
Commerce President and CEO Isabelle 
Rodriguez (right) presents Ponte Vedra 
Recorder Publisher Susan Griffin with the 
Chamber Member of the Year Award. 

Photos by Jennifer Logue
Chef Tommy McDonough of Ponte Vedra Beach’s Flavor Palette provided 
the food for the Chamber of Commerce holiday gathering.

Len and Sonya Cutter with some of the 
Charles Lotton art glass available at 
Cutter & Cutter Fine Art.
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ay Show” host Kathie Lee Giff ord visited the Ponte Vedra Beach Winn-Dixie last week as part of a tour promoting her personally-branded 

wines. Giff ord greeted fans and signed bottles during her visit. Page 13
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presented to Ponte Vedra Recorder 
Publisher Susan Griffin. The vice chair 
of the Ponte Vedra Beach Division 
board, Griffin stressed the decades-
long relationship the Recorder has 
enjoyed with the chamber.

“As Ponte Vedra’s community paper 
since 1969, we’ve worked hand in 
hand with the chamber to highlight 
and support local businesses,” Griffin 
said, “and I’m very honored to receive 
this award.”

Rob Schlingmann, Jennifer Belisario, 
Sarah Hewett and Ed Mercel Lin Jones and Dr. Sharyl Truty

Entertainment was provided by Ryan Crary.
photos by SUSAN GRIFFIN
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Forward March, Inc., a 
nonprofit organization that 
promotes and preserves St. 
Augustine’s historic military 
heritage, hosted its third annual 
St. Augustine Military Ball Jan. 14 
at the Mark W. Lance Armory.

Guests at the black tie and 
military dress event enjoyed 
dinner provided by The Black 
Molly Restaurant, music 
performed by The Chris Thomas 
Band, and a silent auction.

Proceeds from the ball 
benefited the organization’s 
renovation of the historic 
Hamblen property in downtown 
St. Augustine, which is home 
to the C.F. Hamblen American 
Legion Post 37. The nonprofit 
envisions the renovated legion 
post serving local veterans with a 
venue for social engagement, fine 
dining and special community 
events. 

Bill Dudley, the Forward March, 
Inc. 2017 Outstanding Military 
Achievement Award recipient, 
served as the ball’s guest of honor. 
The current president of the St. 
Johns County Veterans Council, 
Dudley served in the Air Force 
for 10 years with deployments 
during several world-changing 
events, including the Berlin 
Crisis and the Cuban Missile 
Crisis. After active duty, Dudley 
pursued a career in the aerospace 
industry, where he held positions 
as president and CEO for several 
companies in the United States, 
United Kingdom and Singapore.

Forward March, Inc. plans to 
hold the St. Augustine Military 
Ball on an annual basis to 
support veterans and active duty 
personnel and to instill a feeling 
of civic responsibility in the 
community’s local youth.

by JON BLAUVELT

FORWARD MARCH, INC.
hosts third annual

Military Ball
St. Augustine

Sergeant First Class Paul Abel, Captain 
Thomas Ashlock, Katherine Wallace, and 
Rob and Kendell Hardwick

Betsy Yeomans and Forward 
March Secretary and 
Treasurer Nancy Birchall

Lorri and Charlie Lassiter

Colonel Cary Cowan 
with his wife Tracy

Judi Cowan, Louise Bird, 
Jeffrey Leibovitz and 
Pamela Tsitos

Al De Toledo, Mimi and Karen Selig, Jack 
Merwin and Forward March board member 
Karen Glenos with her husband Jimmy
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Local nonprofit organization Forward March, Inc. 
hosted its third annual St. Augustine Military Ball 
Jan. 14 at the Mark W. Lance Armory.

Forward March, Inc. 2017 
Outstanding Military Achievement 
Award Recipient Bill Dudley with 
his wife Nancy

Nease Junior Navy ROTC members Sean 
Soudrette, Robin Mendenhall, Brandon 
Mayberry, Erin Durant and Heather Jett

Captain Keith Aclin and 
Navy Captain Charles LeBron The Chris Thomas Band

photos by JON BLAUVELT



46   February - March 2017  |  First Coast Register

Jacksonville Marine awarded 
Robert A. Mette Memorial 
Award at annual Marine 

Corps Birthday Ball

Lance Corporal Ramses  
Marte-Espinosa recently 
received the Robert A. Mette 

Memorial Award at the annual Marine 
Corps Birthday Ball. Richard Mette presented 

the award alongside Major Joseph T. Ludick, 
who won the award in 1996 and is now a member of the 

presidential helicopter squadron in Quantico, Virginia.
“This year marks 60 years that this award has been 

presented within our community,” Mette says. “I found this 
year’s Marine Corps Ball even more special by having such 
a distinguished past award winner jointly handing out this 
year’s Mette award.”

The Robert A. Mette Memorial Award has a long-standing 
history in the Jacksonville community that dates back to 
1956, when Private First Class Bobby Taylor of Jacksonville 
Beach was the first Marine to win it. It’s presented every 
year to a local Marine, like Marte-

Espinosa, who has proven outstanding leadership, 
sportsmanship and initiative while attending annual field 
training. 

 “I put out more than 110 percent for that training,” says 
Marte-Espinosa, who enlisted in the Marines in 2012. “I feel 
rewarded for the amount of effort I put out. I did my job.”

Originally from the Bronx in New York City, Marte-
Espinosa has been a member of the 4th Assault Amphibian 

Battalion’s Bravo Company for about three and a half years. 
He is currently studying international business at University 
of North Florida.

The Mette Award honors Bob Mette, who died of acute 
spinal meningitis at the U.S. Naval Hospital in Camp 
Lejeune, North Carolina Aug. 12, 1956. He attended Landon 
High School in Jacksonville, where he was actively involved 
in sports and the community, and was the first member 
of the school’s 1956 graduating class to pass away. Mette 
received his Landon diploma on June 8, 1956, in Jacksonville 
and died just 65 days later at Camp Lejeune. 

After Mette’s death, John Lanahan, who was the 
commanding officer of his Marine unit and also a past city 
council president for Jacksonville, established the Robert A. 
Mette Award in memorial. 

Over time, Richard Mette has presented the award on 
behalf of his brother and family to preserve his brother’s 
memory. In 1999, he also helped to establish a memorial 
scholarship to complement the award and help local 
Marines with their college studies and funding.

“I am most thankful and honored to be able to keep 
this cherished award intact, and to honor the many local 
Marine winners over the years in behalf of my brother and 
my family,” Mette says. “We are most proud of our local 
Marine unit and all the service that they give each day to 
our community and country.”

photos courtesy of RICHARD METTE

Richard Mette (third from right) with First Sergeant Jose A. Beltran, Major 
Simon J. D’Urso, Captain Luis Jones, Lance Corporal Ramses Marte-Espinosa, 
Major Joseph Ludick and First Sergeant Marc Courtney
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Don’t miss our 
next issue!

first coastfffffffffirst ccooaaaaaaaasssssssssttt

Register
Spring 

Home and Garden
Publication Date: 

April 6th
Advertising Deadline: 

March 24th
For more information,

give us a call at 
(904) 285-8831

photos courtesy of NOCATEE

Nocatee welcomes
Nocatee residents rang in the New Year in style, when hundreds of 

residents attended the community’s popular annual New Year’s Eve 
gala. Held at Crosswater Hall, the evening featured specialty cocktails, 
hors d’oeuvres, dancing to music provided by DJ Jonathan and a 
midnight champagne toast. Guests also got a jump on their 2017 New 
Year’s resolutions by placing them on the “Nocatee Resolution Tree.”
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