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By Anthony Richards 
The request to the Florida Depart-

ment of Environmental Protection’s 
Acquisition and Restoration Council 
for a land swap of 600 acres in the 
Guana River Preserve for 3,066.23 
acres in four locations across the state 
has been withdrawn. 

The proposal drew strong opposition 
from residents, as well as Audubon 
Florida, which is a conservation society 
with the goal of protecting and advocat-
ing for birds, special places and water 
quality in the state.

State representative Kim Kendall 
scheduled a press conference to op-
pose the land swap and offer a plan to 
address the issue; however, Kendall 
opened the press conference by pump-
ing her fists in the air and shouting 
“we did it,” because Upland LLC, who 
owns 104.47 acres contiguous in the 
Guana River Wildlife Management 
Area, had withdrawn their request.

As soon as the word of the land 
swap request became known it began 

By Anthony Richards

Over the past couple of decades since 
the St. Johns County Council on Aging 
has been hosting its annual Centenarian 
Luncheon at THE PLAYERS Community 
Senior Center, they had never seen a crowd 
as big as the one at this year’s event.

More than one hundred were in atten-
dance, including six centenarians, who are 
older than 100 years old. 

“This is a banner year, and we are de-
lighted for what that means for all of us in 
this community,” said Becky Yanni, COA 
executive director. “We are so honored to 
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lunch 
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Photo by Anthony Richards
Rita Bondanza tells Bruce Barber about her love of pasta.
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Celebrating 20 Years of Providing Relief

THE

2023

of Ponte Vedra

Dr. Erika Hamer, 
DC, DIBCN, DIBE
Chiropractic Neurologist, 
Practice Owner/Founder

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT WHICH IS 
PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. CAN NOT BE COMBINED. MAY NOT 
BE VALID FOR FEDERAL PROGRAMS INCLUDING MEDICARE. WITH THIS AD AND ONE TIME USE ONLY. MUST PRESENT COUPON TO RECEIVE SPECIAL PRICING. CANNOT BE APPLIED TO A PREVIOUSLY BOOKED APPOINTMENT.

At Ponte Vedra Wellness Center, we are committed to providing effective, natural 
relief if you are experiencing pain due to an injury or a chronic condition.

Scan to book an 
appointment online.

Consultation & Exam
 A $260 Value!

*Offer also valid for reactivating patients - those not 
seen at the office in the previous six months.

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL*
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DANCEDANCE
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425 Town Plaza Ave, Ponte Vedra, FL. 32081
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BRIEFS
Local student earns degree at UF

Maclane Howell Fisher of Ponte Vedra 
Beach has graduated cum laude, receiving 
a Bachelor of Science degree from the 
University of Florida with a major in 
aerospace engineering and a minor in 
computer science. Graduation was held 
Monday, May 5, 2025. Fisher attended Ocean 
Palms Elementary, Landrum Middle School 
and Ponte Vedra High School before enrolling 
at UF.

Mass arrest of rabbis to be commemorated 
The 13th annual commemoration of the 

largest mass arrest of rabbis in U.S. history 
will take place at noon June 18 outdoors at 
the St. Johns County Jail Annex, 3955 Lewis 
Speedway, St. Augustine. This 30-minute 
event sponsored by the St. Augustine Jewish 
Historical Society is free and all are welcome.

On June 18, 1964, 16 rabbis and a Reform 
Jewish administrator, in St. Augustine at 
the request of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., were arrested and held in the 
St. Johns County Jail. Overnight, they 
wrote a letter titled “Why We Went to St. 
Augustine,” which will be read as part of the 
commemoration.

All are welcome, there is no charge. For 
further information, contact SAJHS at sajhs.
com, sajhs1565@gmail.com or 804-914-
4460.

Library book sale going on now
Seymour’s Bookstore in the Ponte Vedra 

Beach Library is having a May Days Lobby 
Book Sale now through Saturday, May 24. 
Open all library hours, but the book sale will 
close at 3 p.m. May 24. All books (fiction, 
non-fiction, children’s, cookbooks), CDs, 
DVDs and vinyls are $1.

Palm Valley Market every Tuesday
The Palm Valley Market is held from 10 

a.m. to 1 p.m. every Tuesday inside the Palm 
Valley Community Center, 148 Canal Road. 
The market offers fresh produce, baked 
goods, local honey, tea, seasonal treats, soap, 
jewelry, plants and more.

Farmers market open every Friday
The Ponte Vedra Friday Farmers Market 

takes place from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. every 
Friday at The Peace of Heart Community 
Farm, offering fresh produce, local farm 
goods and a welcoming space to connect with 
neighbors and small businesses.

This farmers market features fresh, 
organically grown produce; Florida grass-fed 
beef and pork; real local honey; pasture-
raised chicken and eggs; wholegrain breads; 
gluten-free sourdough bread; natural botanical 
skincare; creations by local artisans and more 
in a family-friendly atmosphere 

The Peace of Heart Community Farm is 
located at 14A S. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra 
Beach.

Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club plans happy 
hour

The Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club will hold 
its Purely Social Happy Hour from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. June 3 at Argyle Restaurant, 254 
Alta Mar Drive, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Free for members, $10 for guests. 
Register at pontevedrawomansclub.com/
eventregistrations.php.

Essential Tremor Support Group to meet
Do you suspect you have — or a loved 

one has — essential tremor, a condition often 
involving the shaking of head, hands and/
or legs? “ET” is not Parkinson’s, similar 
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HARBOUR ISLAND IN MARSH LANDING
24550 Harbour View Dr | 6 BD | 7.5 BA | 4,606 sqft | $2,450,000 

COASTAL OAKS IN NOCATEE
260 Topsail Drive | 4 BD | 4.5 BA | 3,547 sqft | $1,239,900
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904.553.2032

sarah alexander
904.334.3104
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HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not veri�ed or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

 #1 Real Estate Team in 2024! Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices • Florida Network Realty
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CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
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TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!
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628-6 Atlantic Blvd., Neptune Beach  | 904-247-3031

40 TVs SHOWING ALL GAMES

• $8 Lunch Menu
• $10 and $12 

Dinner Entrees
& Platters

Happy Hour Open-Close

Flagler College students 
featured at symposium

Flagler College students recently 
had an opportunity to share their work 
at the Undergraduate Research & Cre-
ative Endeavors Symposium.

The symposium is an annual event 
that showcases the innovative re-
search, creative projects and scholarly 
work of students. This symposium 
is a platform for students who have 
received the Undergraduate Research 

& Creative Endeavors grant, which 
supports their independent research 
and creative initiatives across various 
disciplines.

Through a poster session, these stu-
dents have the opportunity to present 
their work to the campus community, 
fostering an environment of academic 
exchange and collaboration.

Caz Miner and Jackson Moser, both 

of St. Augustine, presented work titled 
“Flagler Theatre at the Kennedy Cen-
ter American Theatre Festival,” as cast 
and crew members of the “Streetlight 
Woodpecker” production.

but much more prevalent and not well 
known. You are invited at the Essential 
Tremor Support Group meeting, 11 
a.m. Tuesday, June 3, at the Baptist 
HealthPlace in Nocatee (400 Colonnade 
Road, unit 130, Ponte Vedra) to hear 
from Stephen Morio, territory manager 
for Insightec Focused Ultrasound, about 
an incisionless surgical treatment now 
offered in Jacksonville. Questions and 
RSVP: Jan Kary, jkary@verizon.net.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Briefs
Continued from 2

Thinking of Advertising
in the Recorder?  

For more informa�on call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

mailto:jkary@verizon.net
tel:19042473031
www.tomtroutinc.com
www.beacheshomes.com
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• Professionally installed    
   wall-to-wall carpet

• Large assortment  
   of unique, in-stock  
   area rugs

• Sisal, Seagrass, Jute

• Custom sized carpets    
   and rug pads

OBITUARIES DEATH NOTICES

Rhoda Karol

Rhoda Karol, born on November 1st, 
1930, passed away in Jacksonville, FL 
on Saturday, May 17th, 2025, at 94 years 
old after several health issues.  She was 
born in Brooklyn, NY where she met her 
husband, Bill.  They were married for 73 
wonderful years and loved each other like 
never seen before.  She worked in New 
York City as a bookkeeper, then again 
when they moved to Freehold, NJ.   They 

retired and moved to Wellington, FL and 
lived there for 25 years before moving to 
Ponte Vedra to be closer to family.

Rhoda was known to be vibrant, outgo-
ing and made friends everywhere she 
went.

She is survived by her daughter, Marcia 
Karol and son-in-law, Michael O’Reilly; 
granddaughter, Brittany Karol with part-
ner, Kyle Campbell; and granddaughter, 
Chelsea Widdows with grand son-in-law, 
Tanner Widdows.  She is also survived by 
her sister and brother-in-law, Eleanor and 
Irving Stein, and her brother and sister-
in-law, Barry and Shelly Fisher.  She is 
pre-deceased by her husband, Bill Karol, 
and her son, Robert Karol. 

Her funeral will be held on Friday, 
May 23rd at noon at Ponte Vedra Valley 
Funeral Home at 450 Palm Valley Road, 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL.  In lieu of flow-
ers, please send donations to B’nai Brith.

For those that cannot attend, the ser-
vice will be live-streamed and recorded, 
accessible on the Ponte Vedra Valley 
website.

Patricia C. Boyd
Patricia C. Boyd, 90, of Ponte Vedra 
Beach, FL, passed away May 18, 
2025. Arrangements by Quinn Shalz 
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre, 
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250, 904-
249-1100, www.quinn-shalz.com

Sharon Kay Cotterman
Sharon Kay Cotterman, 86, of Ponte 
Vedra Beach, FL, passed away May 
13, 2025. Arrangements by Quinn 
Shalz Funeral Home & Cremation 
Centre, Jacksonville Beach, FL 
32250, 904-249-1100, www.quinn-
shalz.com

Esther Vivian Opfermann
Esther Vivian Opfermann, 94, of St. 
Augustine, FL, passed away May 16, 
2025. Arrangements by Quinn Shalz 
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre, 
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250, 904-
249-1100, www.quinn-shalz.com

http://www.quinn-shalz.com
http://www.quinn-shalz.com
http://www.quinn-shalz.com
http://www.quinn-shalz.com
http://www.quinn-shalz.com
www.carpetconceptsjacksonville.com
www.firstcoastheart.com
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311 3rd St. N.
Jax Beach

904.853.6217

150 Fountains Way
St. Johns 

904.343.0882

 Open 7 Days A Week
11 am to 2:30 pm

4 pm to 10 pm

Authentic Indian 
and Nepali Cuisine

Eat Local!

Scan to place online 
order at Jax Beach 

location 

Scan to place online 
order at St. Johns 

location 

TWO LOCATIONS: 

Welcome 2025! BOOK RESERVATIONS NOW
FOR ALL YOUR EVENTS & CELEBRATIONS!

WWW.JAXSPICE.COM  | jaxspicefamily@jaxspice.com

4 Bedrooms | 4 Bathrooms | 4,333 sq. ft. | $2,986,000
 Step inside 3255 Old Barn Road West and experience a 

completely updated one and a half story home that is perfect for 
entertaining family and friends. With over 4300 square feet of 

design this 4-bedroom 4 bath coastal contemporary is light and 
spacious, with an open floor plan that connects the large kitchen, 
dining and great room. This energy e�cient home has solar energy 

that converts sunlight into electricity that powers the home. 
Spectacular water to golf views of the 3rd hole of the Sawgrass 

South Course awaits you from your private oasis in a country club 
setting. Sawgrass Country Club, a private member owned club, is 
uniquely situated in an oceanfront gated community, with private 
deeded beach access, in the heart of Ponte Vedra Beach. Walk to 

the beach, watch waves roll in across the shore and enjoy the 
beauty and mystique of the charming seaside neighborhood of 

Old Barn Island in Sawgrass!

  Enjoy Sawgrass Living ... Simply the Best!

St. Johns County completes four days of budget workshops 

St. Johns County Parks and Recreation celebrates success of anti-vandalism campaign 

St. Johns County successfully hosted its 
budget workshop series for fiscal year of 
2026 on May 8 to May 13. 

The series brought together county lead-
ership and community partners for what 
county administrator Joy Andrews called, 
"the most engaging and productive budget 
discussion I’ve ever experienced in my 19 
years serving the county." 

The presentations, video-on-demand of 
the discussions, and details on the pro-
posed budget are available to the public at 
www.sjcfl.us/2026Budget. The public is 
encouraged to email questions to budget@
sjcfl.us. 

“We hosted the most engaging budget 
dialogue to date, fostering meaningful 
conversations and shared vision,” Andrews 
said. 

During the four days of budget work-
shops, 26 presentations were given by vari-
ous county departments and community 
partners. 

The sessions were designed to encour-
age open and collaborative conversations 
around the county’s fiscal outlook, strate-
gic priorities, and departmental goals. 

Rather than traditional top-down pre-
sentations, the format encouraged cross-
department dialogue, an open exchange of 

questions and answers, and joint explora-
tion of both opportunities and challenges 
ahead. 

In a follow-up message to participants, 
Andrews expressed heartfelt appreciation. 

“Your presence, insights, and willing-
ness to lean into honest, thoughtful conver-
sations made this more than just a budget 
meeting — it made it a moment of real 
collaboration,” Andrews expressed. “It’s 
clear how much time, heart, and expertise 
went into preparing such solid presenta-
tions and shaping a budget that reflects 
both responsibility and vision.”   

Department leaders gave presentations 

on key areas of service, including public 
safety, infrastructure, housing, economic 
development, and quality-of-life initiatives. 

Special attention was given to county-
wide issues such as workforce sustain-
ability, growth management, and long-term 
capital investment strategies.  

The atmosphere of the session under-
scored a growing culture of transparency 
and shared ownership in local governance.   

“It felt less like a formality and more 
like a shared mission, one where every 
voice mattered and every contribution 
pushed us closer to the community we’re 
all working to serve,” Andrews said. 

The St. Johns County Parks and Rec-
reation Department proudly celebrates 
the success of its Enjoy, Don’t Destroy 
anti-vandalism campaign, which has saved 
the county tens of thousands of dollars in 
vandalism-related expenses.

From April 2024 to March 2025, follow-
ing the launch of the Enjoy, Don’t Destroy 

campaign in March 2024, the county spent 
$18,093 on park vandalism repairs, an ap-
proximately 60% reduction in costs from 
the previous year.

“When the county doesn’t have to 
spend time and resources cleaning up after 
vandals, that means more money for new 
park projects and amenities,” Sheriff Robert 

Hardwick said. “Let’s continue to watch out 
for and report vandals and any vandalism 
they do.”

Parks and Recreation Director Ryan 
Kane cheered the department’s outreach 
success and encouraged residents to con-
tinue combating vandalism wherever they 
encounter it.

“Let’s continue to keep our parks and 
public spaces safe and clean for each 
other,” Kane said.

Use the SJC Connect app to report van-
dalism and use the non-emergency number 
for the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office at 
904-824-8304 to report people caught in 
the act of vandalism.

mailto:jaxspicefamily@jaxspice.com
http://www.sjcfl.us/2026Budget
www.jaxspice.com
www.janetwestling.com
www.weinsurepontevedra.com
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Stéphane and Shalee Schafeitel

Stéphane and Shalee Schafeitel are the husband-and-wife team, also known as “Stéph & Shay.” They have been named the “world’s 
No. 1 resilience coaches” by Apple News and the couple moved to Nocatee about two years ago.

As told to Anthony Richards

Can you please briefly tell us about your background 
and what led you to being resilience coaches?

Stéphane: My parents came from the old country with 
my dad Swiss and my mom French, and they came over 
here to America, so I was the first to be born in America, 
which is very cool.

My mom being high-fashion Parisian French, she 
didn’t know how to exist in Greenville, South Carolina, 
and that was prior to the massive expansion that hap-
pened there, so she went from wearing Chanel head to 
toe to all of a sudden wearing blue jeans, a t-shirt and 
flip-flops.

It was a culture shock for her, and she wasn’t really 
happy, and my dad traveled a lot, which is why he was 
able to take a few thousand dollars to his name and cre-
ate a multi-million-dollar enterprise in textiles in the 70s 
and 80s but he was always traveling.

So, there was a lot of strife in the household and my 
parents ended up getting divorced when I was three years 
old when my mom left and went back to Europe, and of 
course, as a three-year-old I took it personally because 
she was my mom and she left my brother and I.

After that, because my dad had a business, what did he 
do to raise us both? He put us in the business, so I was 
working for my dad at 11 years old and already learning 
about entrepreneurship, hard work, etc.

All that was the back story which helped setup what 
happened at 16 years old, which is when my dad got 
divorced again with my stepmom, and then he came to 
me and in a strong Swiss accent said he would have to go 
away for a while.

He was gone the next morning, so at 16 years old I was 
living by myself and had to do what I needed to do to 
fend for myself and figure it out.

I used that entrepreneurship I had learned and started 
to mow lawns, which was my first business.

In geometry class they’re sitting there doing geometry 
work and I’m sitting there balancing a real budget trying 
to figure out how I’m going to go to the store and how 
many Lean Cuisines I could buy for dinner.

It was at this time that I was asked by my high school 
principal to mentor and coach other kids who were strug-
gling at the school.

We got called into the principal’s office and asked to 
be natural helpers, which was way advanced for its time, 
and something Shay and I want to maybe eventually 
establish something similar here.

There were students out there struggling with alcohol 
abuse, drug abuse, bullying, parental abuse, sexual abuse 
and all these other things and they weren’t talking to 
their parents or teachers, but they were talking to their 
fellow students, so they had us trained in how to handle 
it if someone came up to us to talk.

As I was leaving the office the principal put his hand 
on my shoulder and said that my name came up the most 
(as a reference) and that he was counting on me.

My life was falling apart at the time and now I was 
being asked to help put students back together while I’m 
doing the same with mine.

That was when I stepped into my purpose and found 
that I wanted to make a positive impact on the world. 

I feel like I was here to help people, and I’ve always 
strived to do that in all aspects of my career since then 
and we eventually started our business in 2009.

Contributed photo
Stéphane and Shalee Schafeitel wrote an award-winning bestseller called Master Your Mindpower.

Shalee: It got to the point where I saw him enjoying 
his work to a certain point, but then all of a sudden he 
didn’t, so I asked him what he enjoyed about the work he 
had been doing?

He said, “I enjoyed taking raw talent and then helping 
to coach them up and guide them,” so I said, well go and 
do that.

Little did I know that I was going to go with him on 
this journey.

How did the journey in business together start?
Shalee: We had to figure out how do we help people 

and how we wanted to construct it into a business.
At that time, I had a marketing and graphic design 

branding business, and I had loved it previously but kind 
of fell out of love with it, so I was kind of at a crossroads 
as well, while also going through a health transformation 
losing about 30 pounds.

I was working out at an MMA gym and got healthy, 
and then all of a sudden people were coming up to me 
asking to help them with their health.

So, I went to Steph because I didn’t know how to help 

them. I mean, I knew how I did it but that doesn’t mean it 
would work for them.

That’s when he asked me what I wanted to do? And 
I told him that I wanted to help them be the best person 
they can be, and not just as a fitness trainer but at life.

No matter what it is in life, it’s all about the mind 
first and then you just have to get down the consistency, 
whether it’s nutrition or whatever.

Stéphane: I told her that I thought she was ready to 
coach people, so we went back to do some more school-
ing to get an idea about elite level coaching.

Even today, we’re always still educating ourselves 
through research and we each have five mentors to just 
continue to help in that growth.

Everything has really just been a culmination of her 
backstory and my backstory. I had my defining moment 
at 16 and she had hers at 29.

It got to the point where it’s not just people we’re help-
ing be the best they can be but also businesses, because 
after all a business is just a group of people that just need 
the right leadership.
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131 1st Ave N 102 
Jacksonville Beach

904-372-0537 

ConneCting Food & Culture

(pronounced wah-hah-kah)

www.theoaxacaclub.com

All Day Happy Hour!

Monday - Thursday

11am - 6pm

Dia Feliz!

theoaxacaclub.com

Guana
Continued from 1

to spread less than a week ago, action 
quickly took place to make sure the com-
munity’s voice was heard regarding the is-
sue including a protest effort where people 
came out with signs and posters and stood 
on the corner of State Road A1A and 
Mickler Road to help spread the word. 

“By the grace of God and the heart of 
this community we were able to execute 
something very quickly,” Kendall said.

No proposed use for the swapped land 
was stated in the state documents, but 
private development is likely a motivation 
for the request. The properties that would 

have been subject to the swap would 
have been located in St. Johns, Lafayette, 
Osceola and Volusia counties.

Kendall was joined by several elected 
officials including St. Johns County Com-
missioners Clay Murphy, Ann Taylor, 
Sarah Arnold and Christian Whitehurst, as 
well as St. Augustine Mayor Nancy Sikes-
Kline and St. Augustine Beach Mayor 
Dylan Rumrell.

St. Johns County Commission chair 
Krista Keating-Joseph was also instru-
mental in helping the efforts against the 
proposed swap but was unable to attend 
the press conference due to a personal 
matter.

“We’re just a handful of people up here, 
and yes, we care about this community, 

but we don’t have the impact if our com-
munity doesn’t kick in, and everybody 
kicked in,” Kendall said. “I have always 
said that St. Johns County is a big, small 
town. We have the benefits of a big city, 
but we have that small town feel of neigh-
bor helping neighbor, and Guana is part of 
that family.”

According to the state Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, the Guana 
River Wildlife Management Area contains 
mesic hammock, xenic hammock, scrub, 
mesic flatwoods, scrubby flatwoods, 
maritime hammock, depression marsh and 
basin swamp.

“As a native of Florida, this land means 
more to me than just what’s marked on 
a map,” Rumrell said. “I grew up fish-

ing the headwaters of the Guana River. I 
paddled those quiet waters and watched 
the sunsets over the marsh and felt the 
pull of a Redfish on my line. It’s part of 
who I am, and it’s part of who we are as a 
community.”

Kendall also wanted to make it clear 
that she believes the request did not fall 
under legislation that was passed in 2016 
to address land swaps.

“It should have never been brought 
before the ARC (Acquisition and Restora-
tion Council) and it is out of the spirit of 
the law for land swapping,” Kendall said. 
“In my opinion, this was a work around 
and I am committed toward legislation to 
figure out what we can button up to stop 
this from happening again.”

Photo by Anthony Richards
State Representative Kim Kendall was joined by several elected officials including St. Johns 
County Commissioners Clay Murphy, Ann Taylor, Sarah Arnold and Christian Whitehurst, as 
well as St. Augustine Mayor Nancy Sikes-Kline and St. Augustine Beach Mayor Dylan Rumrell 
during a press conference to discuss the recent proposed land swap.

Photo courtesy of SaveGuanaNow.org
Members of the community came out with signs to protest the proposal at the corner of State 
Road A1A and Mickler Road on Saturday, May 17.

http://www.theoaxacaclub.com
mailto:DavidandClair@WatsonRealtyCorp.com
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have you here today, and to celebrate your 
longevity and your wisdom. Council on 
Aging is dedicated to helping our residents 
live their best possible life every day, and 
you honorees are a shining example of 
what it means to age well.” 

According to Bruce Barber, master of 
ceremonies for the event, the combined 
age in the room was more than 6,000 years 
of life experience.

The centenarians included Josephine 
Trinca at 103, Shelia Winchester and 

Josephine Steiner, both at 102, and Rita 
Bondanza, Robert Schuh and Luann Ster-
ling who celebrated 101 years old.

Bingo continues to be one of Trinca’s 
favorite things to do and she makes sure to 
play it at least twice a week. 

Food was a popular answer for what 
made life so special, as Bondanza said 
pasta and Steiner said her mother’s Hun-
garian goulash.

Sterling said that her family and friends 
are what has made her life so special, and 
the loudest laugh of the event came with 
Schuh’s answer of his birth as the most 
important event of his life.

Winchester recently turned 102 and she 

said that her happiest moment in her life 
was the end of World War II.

St. Johns County Fire Rescue provided 
the honor guard at the event, while The 
Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach volun-
teered to serve food, and The Rev. Amy 
Slater of Christ Episcopal Church offered 
the invocation.

“We just need the basic things, and that’s 
to look around and see the beauty of this 
world and to be reminded that somebody 
is there to help you or that you can help 
somebody moving forward,” Slater said. 
“I encourage you to share your stories and 
remind us that what we do with our lives 
deeply matters no matter the life span.”

Centenarian
Continued from 1

This year’s COA Centenarian Luncheon at THE PLAYERS Community Senior Center was the most 
attended in the history of the event.

St. Johns County Fire Rescue provided the 
honor guard at the event.

Photos by Anthony Richards
The Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach volunteered at the event.

St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hardwick and his wife Kendell 
attended the event.

Josephine Steiner shares a laugh as she’s honored as a 
centenarian.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said prior to the meal.

https://www.edwardsragatz.com/
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Summer Music Series

 
 

 

 

Thursdays at 6 pm
in the Plaza de la Constitución

May 29: Grove Coalition

June 5: JC Hatfield Trio
www.CityStAug.com/concerts for 

complete line-up & more information.

Concerts in the Plaza is a free cultural event 
presented by the City of St. Augustine

Ocean Palms springs into fun on Family Night
Students and families at Ocean Palms 

Elementary School had some spring in 
their step thanks to a recent Family Night, 
with inflatables, music, face paint, candy 
walking, art projects and more — not 

to mention the chance to dunk teachers 
and staff throughout the night, which is 
always a can’t-miss experience.

Families enjoyed pizza from Papa 
Johns and meandered through the silent 

auction items on display. The book fair 
was open all night for those looking for a 
good book.

Family, friends and the otter commu-
nity enjoyed this night of camaraderie, 
community and cheer.

Contributed photos

Families enjoy Papa Johns pizza at OPE’s Spring Family Night.

Summer reading volunteers needed
If you are willing to spend a little time 

this summer helping others, there is an 
opportunity waiting for you.  RSVP of 
St. Johns County is looking for com-
munity members to assist once a week in 
the summer reading program in the St. 
Johns County School District. Hours are 

flexible. If you are traveling this summer, 
you can help while you are in town.

“There are students who can greatly 
benefit from the help of those willing to 
give just a small amount of their time,” 
said Cheryl Freeman, RSVP director.  
“Assistance from community volunteers 

can make all the difference in helping 
these students succeed.”

Orientation will be provided, and 
background screening will be performed 
free of charge.  For more information, 
contact RSVP at 904-547-3952 or Cheryl.
Freeman@stjohns.k12.fl.us.

OPE students have their faces painted during this night of family fun.
Teachers and staff take the plunge as 
students attempt to dunk them!

www.PonteVedraRecorder.comTHURSDAY, MAY 22, 2025 • PAGE 10

What to do with

A BORED KID

http://www.CityStAug.com/concerts
mailto:Freeman@stjohns.k12.fl.us
http://www.PonteVedraRecorder.com
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Jacksonville Dance Theatre plans summer dance intensive
Jacksonville Dance Theatre (JDT) has 

announced the return of its acclaimed 
summer intensive program, SHAPE/
SHIFT 2025. Professional and pre-profes-
sional dancers ages 16 and up are invited 
to join JDT Artistic Director Rebecca R. 
Levy, resident choreographers, company 
dancers and special guest instructors for 
a transformative week of contemporary 
modern dance, July 28 to Aug. 1 at the 
Florida State College at Jacksonville 
(FSCJ) South Campus.

Registration is now open, with limited 
spaces available; early registration is 
strongly encouraged.

This immersive five-day program offers 
dancers the opportunity to deepen their 
practice through contemporary and mod-
ern techniques while exploring composi-
tion, improvisation and choreography. The 
experience culminates in a professionally 
staged public performance on the evening 
of Aug. 1 at the Nathan H. Wilson Center 
for the Arts mainstage, showcasing work 
created during the week.

“SHAPE/SHIFT represents JDT’s com-
mitment to nurturing the next generation 
of dance artists,” said Levy. “This inten-
sive creates a space where dancers can 
challenge themselves technically while 
developing their unique artistic voices in 
a supportive and collaborative environ-
ment.”

SHAPE/SHIFT 2025 Details
Times: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. daily
Location: FSCJ South Campus, 11901 

Beach Blvd., Jacksonville
Cost: $550 per participant
Deadline to Register: June 15
Registration: jacksonvilledancetheatre.

org/workshops-classes

Featured Faculty
The 2025 intensive features an excep-

tional faculty, including:
• Rebecca R. Levy — Choreographer, 

performer and educator whose work 
explores the intricacies of the mind, femi-
nism and human dynamics through athleti-
cism, humor and detailed movement. Levy 
co-founded Jacksonville Dance Theatre 
in 2012 and serves as artistic director, 
crafting dances, staging performances 
and fostering new talents. Her critically 
acclaimed choreographic works have 

graced festivals, films, concerts and events 
worldwide.

• Eboné C. Amos — Assistant professor 
of African-American studies in the Theatre 
and Dance Department at Austin Peay 
State University, whose work interrogates 
the transformative power of the Black 
radical imagination through movement. 
Amos is a graduate from a highly competi-
tive MFA dance program at Florida State 
University and has been staging works of 
dance in and around the Southern United 
States since 2010.

• Winter Bosanko — Educator, dance 
artist and somatic practitioner with more 
than a decade of dance education experi-
ence for students of all ages. Bosanko 
holds an MFA from the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee where she was 
awarded the Advanced Opportunity Pro-
gram Fellowship and was a JDT company 
dancer for seven seasons before becoming 
company manager in 2022. 

• Susan Dodge — Former Paul Taylor 
Dance Company member, choreographer, 
educator and founder of the Amelia Island 
Dance Festival. She has choreographed 
musicals including “Fiddler on the Roof,” 
“Xanadu,” “The Drowsy Chaperone” and 
“Matilda” and made her directorial debut 
with “First Date” in June 2024.

• Jessica Plonka — Jacksonville native 
and company artist with JDT since 2021. 

Plonka is a James Madison University 
graduate with dual degrees in dance and 
kinesiology. She serves on the dance 
faculty at LaVilla School of the Arts and 
Debbie’s Dance Company, specializing in 
modern, contemporary, jazz and competi-
tion dance.

• Emily Poli — Florida-born company 
artist and Jacksonville University graduate 
with a BFA and a minor in kinesiology. 
Poli’s professional experience includes 
contracts with Cleo Parker Robinson 
Dance Ensemble (Cleo II), Hannah Kahn 
Dance Company and Wonderbound in 
Denver, Colorado, before returning to 
Jacksonville where she performs with 
JDT while teaching at several local dance 
studios.

• Kristen Sholes Sullivan — JDT’s as-
sociate artistic director, choreographer and 
dance educator with more than 20 years of 
experience and an MFA from Florida State 
University. She danced professionally with 
Surfscape Contemporary Dance Theatre 
from 2005 to 2014 and has performed 
internationally at theaters and festivals 
across Europe. Sullivan’s choreography 
has also been featured in festivals across 
the United States.

For more information or to register, 
go to jacksonvilledancetheatre.org/work-
shops-classes or contact Levy at rebecca@
jacksonvilledancetheatre.org.

Contributed photo

mailto:rebecca@jacksonvilledancetheatre.org
mailto:rebecca@jacksonvilledancetheatre.org
www.adventurelanding.com
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May 26 - May 30
June 2 - June 6

June 9 - June 13

June 16 - June 20
June 23 - June 27
June 30 - July 3

July 7 - July 11
July 14 - July 18
July 21 - July 25

July 28 - Aug 1
Aug 4 - Aug 8

 THANK YOU FOR VOTING 
US BEST KIDS CAMP!

JACKSONVILLE’S 
LONGEST RUNNING 

SURF CAMP

3:1 STUDENT TO 
INSTRUCTOR RATIO

SURFBOARDS, SUNSCREEN 
AND SNACK INCLUDED

AGES 6 AND UP

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

JACKSONVILLE BEACH AND PONTE VEDRA BEACH CAMPS
CAMPS RUN MON-FRI FROM 8:45 - 11:45 A.M.

 SURF CAMPS RUN ALL SUMMER LONG! SCHEDULE YOUR CAMP DATE TODAY!

For more information, contact
Scott Holmes (904) 962-SURF

2024

RUNNING MAY 27TH - AUGUST 8TH
WEEK-LONG HALF-DAY MORNING, 

HALF-DAY AFTERNOON, OR
FULL-DAY CAMPS

CAMP PRICES STARTING AT $200

SCAN QR CODE 
TO REGISTER

THE BOLLES SCHOOL 
SAN JOSE CAMPUS

MAY 27-30, JUNE 16-20, JULY 14-18, AUG 4-8
PONTE VEDRA CAMPUS

JULY 28-AUG 1

THE DISCOVERY SCHOOL
JUNE 2-6, JUNE 9-13, JUNE 16-20, JUNE 23-27,

JULY 7-11, JULY 14-18, JULY 21-25

FLAGLER COLLEGE
JUNE 9-13, JULY 7-11

HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
4-DAY MINI-CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3

J. ALLEN AXSON
4-DAY MINI-CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3

JACKSONVILLE COUNTRY
 DAY SCHOOL

JUNE 2-6,  4-DAY MINI-CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3

JEWISH COMMUNITY ALLIANCE 
JUNE 9-13, JUNE 23-27, JULY 7-11, JULY 21-25

NOCATEE WAYPOINT CHURCH
JUNE 16-20

REDEEMER CHURCH PONTE VEDRA 
JUNE 23-27,  4-DAY CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3

SAN JUAN DEL RIO 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

JULY 14-18

STACEY@THEKNIGHTSCHOOL.COM

SCAN THE QR CODE 
TO REGISTER 

BEGINNERS WELCOME

NEW STRATEGIES & 
TACTICS EACH WEEK!

SUMMER CHESS CAMPS!
SUMMER CHESS CAMPS!

NATIONAL TKS SUMMER CAMP
DENVER, CO MAY 30-JUNE 1

NATIONAL TKS SUMMER CAMP
DENVER, CO MAY 30-JUNE 1

Summer at the Cummer will begin May 30
The Cummer Museum of Art & 

Gardens has announced the return of its 
annual Summer at the Cummer event se-
ries, held on Friday evenings from May 
30 through June 20.

Presented by Citi, Summer at the 
Cummer is a free series that activates the 
Cummer Museum’s campus on Friday 
evenings from 4 to 9 p.m. Each week 
brings live music by some of the city’s 
top musicians, dynamic art experiences 
by Northeast Florida creatives, hands-on 
art-making fun, playful lawn games and 
more.

Summer at the Cummer provides 
guests an opportunity to enjoy full access 
to the museum’s historically significant 

riverfront gardens and galleries featur-
ing the permanent collection and special 
exhibitions, including “Knowing the 
West,” organized by the Crystal Bridges 
Museum of American Art.

“Citi Jacksonville is honored to be this 
year’s presenting sponsor of Summer 
at the Cummer,” said Citi Jacksonville 
Site Head Vickie Behan. “We’re thrilled 
to continue supporting the Cummer 
Museum’s commitment to providing ac-
cessible art, gardens and learning experi-
ences for the entire community.” 

During each Summer at the Cummer 
event, attendees will be able to order 
food and beverages from the Cummer 
Café, including beer, wine and cocktails. 

Guests will also have the opportunity 
to pre-order picnic baskets to enjoy the 
sunset on the river and dine picnic-style 
in the gardens.

“We are grateful to Citi for their long-
standing partnership and for their support 
this year in providing this wonderful 
event series that honors our founder 
Ninah Cummer’s vision to create a center 
of beauty for all,” said Kimberly Noble, 
the interim George W. and Kathleen I. 
Gibbs Director and CEO. “Summer at 
the Cummer has something for everyone, 
and this year’s lineup of musicians, art-
ists and activities is going to be fantas-
tic.”

Live music is made possible by the 
Mildred Shafer Brown Memorial Fund. 

The current schedule of artists and activi-
ties includes:

Friday, May 30
• 5:30 to 7 p.m. Visitors can participate 

in a weaving demonstration with looms 
and spinning wheels by the Jacksonville 
Weavers’ Guild in Art Connections.

• 5 to 8 p.m. Garden activities and 
lawn games. Live music by musicians 
Chillakaya and Yale Dray.

 
Friday, June 6

• 5 to 8 p.m. Garden activities and 
lawn games. A special visit by Jax River 
City Pride in celebration of Pride Month. 
Live music by musicians Freddy for 
Peace and Scott Greenway.

Friday, June 13
• 5 to 6:30 p.m. Gullah Geechee 

storytelling and musical experience with 
Anastasia Ketchen.

• 5 to 8 p.m. Garden activities and 
lawn games. Live music by Akia Uwan-
da and Jesabel.

 
Friday, June 20

• 4 to 9 p.m. Garden activities, lawn 
games and live music by The Rip Cur-
rents and Arvid Smith.

Contributed photos

mailto:STACEY@THEKNIGHTSCHOOL.COM
www.surfintosummer.com
mailto:stacey@theknightschool.com
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Replace that screen
      with a canvas.

Where a kid can be an artist

Register NOW for
Summer

Workshops
and Fall
 Classes!

www.childrensartclasses.com
904-612-7557

Where a kid can be an artist

Where a kid can be an Artist.

Helping Gen Z build smart money habits this summer
Submitted by First Florida Credit Union

Every summer the youth labor force grows by more 
than 2 million, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. With school out, students are looking to make 
some cash in their free time and graduates are enter-
ing the workforce, eager to launch their careers. Gen Z 
has one thing on their side, and that’s time. Now is the 
perfect time to teach them smart money habits.

Studies show only 23% of Gen Z knows basic finan-
cial literacy. This includes budgeting, saving, credit and 
debit, banking basics and more. They’d prefer spending 
money on wants like travel and concerts than on essen-
tials like rent and groceries. So, while they earn money 
this summer, it’s the ideal moment to help them build 
a strong financial foundation that will serve them for 
years.

Finding a job is the first step. As Floridians, our beach 
towns are especially popular in the summer, draw-
ing many to restaurants and golf courses. High school 
and college students can capitalize on roles like host, 
server, bartender assistant, cart attendant, pro shop staff 
or grounds crew. Beaches and pools are looking for 
lifeguards and swim coaches. Lawn care and landscap-
ing jobs are also good choices. Lastly, teens can apply 
to work in retail where most stores are always in need of 
extra hands.

Once those paychecks start coming in, it’s important 
for parents to step in and help teens manage their money. 
Without proper budgeting skills, those funds can disap-
pear as quickly as they were earned. A good first step is 

to open a student savings account specifically designated 
for summer income.

With a separate savings account comes lessons on 
budgeting. For teens earning their first paychecks, a 
simple approach could be saving 50%, spending 40% on 
things they enjoy now and setting aside 10% to give to 
charity — or start learning about investing.

Emphasize goal setting. Short-term goals look like a 
new phone or a concert. Long-term goals involve more 
complicated purchases like a car or college tuition. 
Simply having spending money once school is back in 
session can be a motivator for teens. The bottom line of 
every goal though is to save. Find what motivates your 

child and build off of that.
Should you get your teen started with a credit card? 

If used responsibly, a credit card can help a teen build 
a credit history. However, set an initial low spending 
limit to prevent them from overextending themselves. 
If you’re worried about accumulating debt, open a debit 
card for your teen instead. Debit cards give your teen, 
and you, immediate control over their spending.

As college graduates step into adulthood and begin 
their careers, it’s important to understand the difference 
between seasonal work and long-term employment. 
Studies show only 20% of Gen Z is currently saving for 
retirement, despite this being the most crucial time to 
start because of the power of compound interest. Take 
time to explain to your teen how retirement plans work 
and encourage them to contribute, even if it's just 1% of 
their salary. Skipping retirement savings is one of the 
most common mistakes Gen Z workers make.

You can also help prep your college grad by ensuring 
they are contributing to an emergency fund, prioritizing 
student loan repayments (if applicable) and creating a 
post-college budget that accounts for rent, transportation 
and groceries.

Summer presents an ideal opportunity for both high 
school students and college graduates to not only earn 
money but also to learn valuable financial lessons. 
Parents and mentors have a critical role in guiding Gen 
Z to develop responsible money habits, making sure they 
balance immediate enjoyment with long-term financial 
security. By helping them navigate these issues, we can 
set them up for a lifetime of financial success.

GUEST COLUMN

http://www.childrensartclasses.com904-612-7557Where
http://www.childrensartclasses.com
http://www.childrensartclasses.com904-612-7557Where
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153 Fort Wade Rd., Ste 100, Ponte Vedra

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

SEDATION DENTISTRY
Imagine going to the dentist and having complex treatments done without any pain, 

discomfort, or anxiety! Sedation Dentistry, also known as sleep dentistry, is the practice 
of creating a calm and relaxing state to allow for safe and comfortable dental care. There 

are numerous benefits to sedation dentistry, including the following:

No Insurance? We’ve got you covered! $500 A YEAR

• Minimal recollection of the dental procedure
• No pain or discomfort
• No sense of sound, smell, or time
• No fear, stress, or anxiety during treatment
• Treatment is easier for both the patient and dentist
• More dental work completed in fewer appointments

CARLOS BLACKMON, 
DDS, MS

PROSTHODONTIST

YOUR SMILE SAYS IT ALL
PROVIDING TRUSTED SPECIALIZED CARE TO PATIENTS

9 0 4 - 3 9 5 - 5 5 0 1  •  G U I D E D S M I L E S JA X . C O M

Diane’s Natural Market brings holistic 
living to the community

By Holly Tishfield

Head south on Highway 1 in St. Au-
gustine, not far from the hustle and bustle 
of the Historic District, and you’ll spot a 
green logo with a cartoon carrot marking 
the location of Diane’s Natural Market. 

If you remember it as a small, natural 
grocery store with a similar name on the 
island side of St. Augustine from a few 
decades ago, you’re thinking about the 
right place.

Over 30 years ago, Diane’s was a tiny 
market selling local foods. Today, it’s 

changed ownership and location, though 
it’s only continued to expand the unique 
offerings of organic grocery items and 
holistic health and beauty products. 

“It’s like walking into your family’s 
house where you can get everything you 
need,” said April Monaco, the wellness 
manager at Diane’s Natural Market. 

The market is unlike any of its kind, 
providing a natural-based approach to 
health and wellness centered around the 
spirit of healthy living in the Northeast 
Florida community.

Beyond an impressive selection of 

organic grocery items such as Food For 
Life’s Ezekiel 4:9 bread and California 
Farms’ Organic Almond Milk, Diane’s 
Natural Market stocks an impressive se-
lection of vitamins and supplements from 
acclaimed brands. 

The shelves are filled with bottles of 
Garden of Life and Nature’s Way supple-
ments/vitamins, but the market also 
carries its own line from a private label 
manufacturer.

If you are looking through those many 
vitamins and supplements but you are not 
quite sure what you need, there will be an 

experienced employee in the department 
ready to offer assistance. 

“If you go to a CVS or a Walmart or 
even a Publix to get over-the-counter 
vitamins and supplements, you don’t 
always have somebody to talk to,” said 
Monaco. “We always have somebody 
knowledgeable or with a degree on-staff 
so you can ask whatever questions you 
need.”

Diane’s Natural Market is unique in 
that each product that comes through the 

DIANE'S  continues on Page 16

Diane’s Natural Market sits on S Ponce De Leon Blvd. The Diane’s team cares about the community they serve.
The store supplies various natural grocery, supplement, and 
health & beauty options.

Contributed photos

www.guidedsmilesjax.com
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It’s the perfect timeIt’s the perfect time
for a spa day!for a spa day!  

To subscribe or advertise, call

(904) 285-8831
www.pontevedrarecorder.com
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Feel your best at Local Wellness
By Holly Tishfield

Step into Local Wellness and discover 
not just an artfully designed space com-
plete with cabanas and cozy seating, 
but a team of educated professionals 
dedicated to helping customers look and 
feel their very best.

Lauren and Casey Cowgill opened 
Local Wellness at 2 Fairfield Blvd, Suite 
9 in Ponte Vedra Beach just about three 
years ago. Despite neither of the two 
having much experience in the industry, 
the Cowgills were looking for some-
thing to invest in that would keep them 
connected to the community they love 
so much. 

Lauren Cowgill, along with her 
partner in business and crime Stephanie 
Evans, researched the industry and ulti-

mately decided to go with the wellness 
route as opposed to the medspa route. 

“I’m really proud of the grassroots 
effort we’ve created,” Cowgill said. 
“It’s been so amazing to see how this 
place has grown. It’s been an amazing 
journey.”

Local Wellness offers a wide variety 
of treatment options tailored to making 
self-care possible, personalized, and a 
priority. 

The facility is home to two saunas, 

Contributed photos
Local Wellness offers a variety of services and treatment options.

The whole body cryotherapy cabin, which changes 
theme depending on the season.

LOCAL WELLNESS  continues on Page 16

The owners of Local Wellness, Lauren and 
Casey Cowgill. 

http://www.pontevedrarecorder.com
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/jaxsw-sawgrass-marriott-golf-resort-and-spa/spa/
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Sunday Brunch
 11:00AM - 2:00PM

Happy Hour
4:00PM - 7:00PM

2nd Floor Bar Only

Dinner Nightly
 4:00PM - 10:00PM

www.1912oceanbarandrooftop.com

904-373-2063

FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS

Vedra
Ponte Premier

Dental

Dr. Kevin neal  |  Dr. Michael Winter
Dr. Andy Maples  |  Dr. Brian Maples

100 Professional Dr.  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(904) 285-8407  |  www.pvpdental.com

Experience the good a simple smile can do.

Stay up to date on contests,
advertising specials, and real-time

news in Ponte Vedra.
Our fans get access to exclusive

content you can’t find anywhere else!
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

door has been carefully vetted by experts 
to ensure that there are no harmful ingre-
dients or additives, whether that product 
is for skincare or a new kind of frozen 
pizza. 

“Sometimes there’s something we want 
to bring in, but we can’t because there’s 
something in there that we know isn’t 
healthy for the people in our community,” 
Monaco said. 

The market works with local vendors 
to supply a holistic selection of body care 
products such as soaps, shampoos, and 
skincare. Jax Organix and Grass Fed Skin 
are just a few of their popular communi-
ty-based products. 

Makeup-wise, the store is proud to 
carry the Mineral Fusion brand and will 
soon be home to Gabriel Cosmetics. 

“Supplying good ingredients and feed-
ing good people is our kind of thing,” 
Monaco said.

After Diane’s moved landside, it 
switched ownership a few times until 
it ended up in the hands of Andrew and 
Coleen Noel. In the past 3.5 years, the 
new owners have continued to grow the 
business and help it reach its full poten-
tial for providing care to the Northeast 
Florida community. 

Diane’s Natural Market is more than 
just a community grocery store, it is a 
hub for health-conscious living, a place 
where personalized wellness meets 
trusted, natural products.

Diane's
Continued from 14

Contributed photos 
The aisles of vitamins and supplement

Organic, healthy foods at Diane’s Natural 
Market

a sauna pod and a sauna cabin, both 
geared towards detoxification, inflam-
mation treatment, and muscle recovery. 
A Vodder Presotherapy machine is also 
an option, offering assistance with blood 
flow and lymphatic drainage, as well as 
a cryotherapy cabin, which happens to 
be one of the facility’s most popular ser-
vices with student athletes in the area. 

Local Wellness has a 
registered nurse on staff 
to administer IV therapy 
and other injectables, as 
well as microneedling and 
specialized facials. There 
is a trained acupuncturist, 
nurse practitioner, massage 
therapist(s), and mental health 
counselor who also provide services 
out of the Ponte Vedra Beach facility. 

“It’s a whole combination of differ-
ent people in this industry who have all 

come together for a common 
cause,” said Cowgill. 

In the few years since 
opening its doors, Local 
Wellness has provided 
relief and specialized 

services for hundreds of 
community members. Cow-

gill and her staff listen to what 
the community needs and will add 

services/treatments suited to assist, such 
as the hyperbaric chamber that’s set to 
open soon. 

“Our clientele has been nothing short 
of phenomenal. They’re 100% behind 
us,” said Cowgill. “We’ve built the most 
amazing relationships with these people, 
and we consider them our friends and 
family.”

Local Wellness runs specials on 
treatments and services and encourages 
interested customers to follow them 
on social media for access to exclusive 
deals. Customers can also check out 
membership options on the business’s 
website. 

Local Wellness
Continued from 15

http://www.1912oceanbarandrooftop.com
http://www.pvpdental.com
http://www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder
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Create your own enchanted chapter at 
Three Stories Inn

There’s an enchanting hideaway nestled within one of the oldest neighborhoods of St. Augustine-where 
you can leave the hustle and bustle of life behind. Three Stories is full of books and holds the spirit of 
storytelling within its walls. The digital inn offers high-quality accommodations, extremely convenient 
location, private parking, and local experience. Three Stories is within walking distance to the Lightner 

Museum, shopping, restaurants, bars, and other popular attractions/historic sites.

At Three Stories Inn, you can create a chapter of your own!

Let’s Start Your Next Great Story

‘cause every stay has a story.

To book at Three Stories, call 904.806.6014 or visit www.threestoriesinn.com 
Please send inquiries to vacationhost@threestoriesinn.com

The Foreword
1 bedroom | 1 bathroom

Your romance story starts with the Foreword, a boutique 
1-bedroom apartment ideal for a luxury stay. The 

Foreword is on the second level and includes balcony 
views where you can watch the horse carriages trotting by 

with a morning coffee or an evening glass of wine.

The Prologue
1 bedroom | 1 bathroom

Open an exciting chapter with the Prologue. The fully 
equipped 1-bedroom apartment provides a sophisticated 

stay with an interior design made for a luxury getaway. 
Enjoy views of St. Augustine from the apartment’s private 

balcony, within walking distance of everything.

The Epilogue
2 bedroom | 2 bathroom

The perfect setting for your St. Augustine trip, the 
Epilogue Suite is a 2-bedroom apartment on the third 
story. Relax in this spacious apartment that includes a 
sumptuously designed kitchen, sitting area, bedrooms, 
and bathrooms, as well as gorgeous views of the city.

http://www.threestoriesinn.com
mailto:vacationhost@threestoriesinn.comThe


Ponte Vedra Recorder · May 22, 202518   OPINION

May 29th | 5:30 - 7:30 PM

Sales/Branding 
& Emotional 

Intelligence + AI

the link and Sapna Foundation presents

WHAT TO EXPECT
• Wine and Refreshments
• Welcoming Atmosphere

• Fun Activities and Games
• Social Hour and Networking Opportunities

2025 SCHEDULE
Sales/Branding & Emotional 
Intelligence + AIMAY 29

JUNE 25 Leadership & Emotional 
Intelligence + AI

AUGUST 
27

Team Building & Emotional 
Intelligence + AI

OCTOBER
1

Business Expo & Attendee’s 
Presentations

JULY 30 Small Businesses (Customer Relations) 
& Emotional Intelligence + AI

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Reminiscing about those 
good old days
To the editor:

Now in my 80s and having long since 
passed the crest of the hill, I find myself 
drifting back in thought to my days grow-
ing up in Jackson, New Jersey, in the late 
’40s and ’50s. I still recall getting off the 

school bus on a perfect June day. With 
books and school clothes quickly put 
away, it didn’t take long putting my old 
Schwinn bicycle to good use.

During the months of July and Au-
gust if we were in for a really hot day, 
I remember those ubiquitous locusts 
(we always called the hot-birds) giving 
us advanced warning with their noisy 
unrelenting trill that we were in for a real 
scorcher. All of which would invariably 

lead my mother to say, “It’s going to be a 
barnburner today.”

I recollect my first job as a kid was 
picking strawberries at one of the local 
farms that didn’t end well.  Because of 
my propensity to eat more than I picked, 
I remember being informed the next day 
that my services were no longer required 
and my employment was unceremoni-
ously terminated.

I also remember back then, daisies and 
black-eyed Susans seemed to be every-
where, and many of our roads were lined 
with those magnificent tiger lilies dressed 
in their hue of orange and black. And was 
there anything more intoxicating on a 
June night than the scent of wild honey-
suckle on the night air?

At dusk, we would be entertained by 
nature’s electric company-lightning bugs, 
which set both fields and woods aglow on 
those warm summer evenings. With ma-
son jars in hand, it was “game on” to see 
who could catch the most, only to release 
them a short time later unharmed.

During those days, it seemed there 
was always someone in their backyard 
cooking hot dogs and hamburgers. The 
fun really started, however, when the 
watermelon was brought out. Things 
quickly deteriorated into a watermelon 
seed-spitting contest — who could spit 
the seeds the farthest. It’s hard to convey 
to the uninitiated, the pride and prestige 

attached to being recognized by your 
peers as the best!

When occasionally we overindulged 
with the tasty baked beans, it sometimes 
led to some unpleasant after-effects. We 
even managed to turn that into a contest, 
which usually resulted in inextinguish-
able laughter, at least among the partici-
pants. Let’s just say we didn’t make our 
mothers proud.

Nightfall also awakened our neighbor-
hood symphony — crickets! Competi-
tion for the night stage was intense. Of 
all the nocturnal performers, however, I 
think the katydids with their continuous 
unbroken night song on those long hot 
summer nights wins hands down. To me, 
a summer night wouldn’t be the same 
without them.

Unfortunately, my youthful exuberance 
and contest days have long since passed 
and now remain just a pleasant and de-
lightful memory of a bygone time.

Borden Applegate (ret.)
Jacksonville Beach 

Thinking of Advertising
in the Recorder?  
For more information call 

(904) 285-8831 to speak with 
a Sales Rep. today!

https://www.thelink.zone/
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200 PONTE VEDRA BOULEVARD  |  904.285.6927  |  RSALES@PVRESORTS.COM  |   PVCLUBREALTY.COM

PONTE VEDRA CLUB REALTY

231 N. ROCOE BLVD. | PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL | $3,798,000
LISTED BY JENNIFER WHITE - 904.446.0495

518 RUTILE  DR. | PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL | $5,150,000
LISTED BY ELISE MECREDY - 904.859.1356

Preferred Membership Initiation fee pricing for the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, The Lodge & Club, Epping Forest Yacht & Country Club and The River Club
is available exclusively through Ponte Vedra Club Realty. Call us today to see how to take advantage of this offer.

4  BEDROOMS | 4 FULL BATHS | 2 HALF BATHS | 3,625 SF

FEATURED PROPERTIES

5  BEDROOMS | 6 FULL BATHS | 3 HALF BATHS | 6,057 SF

A BOATER’S DREAM ON THE INTRACOASTAL EXQUISITE RESIDENCE - ONE BLOCK TO BEACH

"Someone is sitting in the 
shade today because someone 
planted a tree a long time ago." 
- Warren Buffett

By Kathy Esfahani

As Florida is the 
“Sunshine State,” we 
are always talking 
about plants that need 
full sun or love the 
heat! But, it is also 
important to choose 

the right plants for shady areas of your 
landscape.

When planning for the shady portion of 
your yard, start by watching how the sun 
moves across your landscape. Take notes! 
Depending on the path of the sun, your 
area could get 4 hours of direct sunlight 
per day combined with partial shade 
during other times. Also, notice how 
dense your shade is and, therefore, how 
light or dark it is at ground level.

Shade tolerant plants grow well if 
they receive fewer than 4 hours of sun, 
especially if these hours are during a 
cooler time of day. They grow in shade 
that moves - for example, shade caused 

by tall trees - or partial shade throughout 
the day. These plants prosper in an 
environment where the soil drains rather 
than becoming too soggy.

These tips will help guide your shade 
landscaping: 

● Know your shade: Understanding 
the amount of shade and indirect light 
your area receives is the biggest key 
to the success of a shady part of your 
landscape. All plants need sunlight to 
survive, so look for areas with indirect 
sunlight instead of dark areas with overly 
wet soil. 

● Light and Color: Just because an 
area is shaded, don’t feel like you are 
limited to only green plants! There are 
quite a few plants, such as Caladium, 
with beautiful color to add to a shade 
landscape. 

● Mixture of Heights: A mixture of 
ground cover with medium to tall plants 
will create depth for a lush shade garden.

Several plant varieties love the shade! 
When planning your shade landscape, 
be sure to consider Arboricola, Asiatic 

Jasmine, Begonia, Bromeliads, 
Caladium, Canna Lilies, Cast Iron plants, 
Coleus, Farfugium, Foxtail Fern, Ginger 
(ornamental and variegated), Hawaiian 
Ti, Impatiens, Liriope, and Variegated 
Flax Lily.

Enjoy the shade!

Flower of the Week: Begonia

Please email Kathy at kathys.creative.
gardens@gmail.com for any questions or 
gardening tips you would like to see in 
the future.
For more information & ideas, visit our 
Nursery in Ponte Vedra Beach!
Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery
196 N. Roscoe Blvd.
904-655-7373

The Recorder’s garden columnist, Kathy Esfahani of Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery, 
shares her tips for growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

Kathy Esfahani

Shade Landscaping
Flower of the Week

Begonia

Shade Landscape

Photos provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery

mailto:RSALES@PVRESORTS.COM
mailto:gardens@gmail.com
www.pvclubrealty.com
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PONTE VEDRA FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

( 9 0 4 )  4 8 1 - 9 9 8 2  •  W W W . J D O N O V A N A C . C O M

CAC1815340

SCAN ME FOR 
MORE INFO

HVAC System Repair
HVAC System Installation
HVAC System Maintenance
Licensed & Insured

Port in the Storm Homeless Youth 
Center to host Keys of Hope Gala in June
By Holly Tishfield

St. Francis House and Port in the Storm 
Homeless Youth Center are set to cel-
ebrate the youth center’s sixth anniversary 
this summer with the first-ever Keys of 
Hope Gala.

The gala is presented by Bronx House 
Pizza and will take place on Saturday, 
June 28, at the picturesque Ancient City 
Farmstead in St. Augustine from 6 to 10 
p.m.

Port in the Storm Homeless Youth Cen-
ter is the only one of its kind in St. John’s 
County, providing beds and resources to 
homeless young people throughout the 
county. It currently operates with 24 beds, 
but the shelter typically serves 30-35 
young people per night. 

“Our ultimate goal is to help homeless 
youth find permanent, stable housing,” 
said Joy Casem, Director of Develop-
ment at Port in the Storm Homeless Youth 
Center. 

The Keys of Hope Gala later this sum-
mer will not only serve as a celebration, 
but a fundraiser to collect crucial funds 
necessary for the well-being of the facility 

and the youth that it supports. 
The gala’s tagline, “YOU are the KEY 

to unlocking HOPE for homeless youth in 

St. John’s County,” rings true throughout 
the theme of the gala. 

During the event, guests can enjoy beer, 

wine, and signature cocktails along with 
delicious food from Bronx House Pizza. 
There will be music, dancing, and both si-
lent and live auctions for bidding. Guests 
can also participate in a Key Raffle, where 
they will purchase a key in the hopes that 
it’s the lucky match for a treasure chest of 
goodies. 

Port in the Storm Homeless Youth 
Center’s goal is to raise $100,000 and see 
at least 250 guests attend the gala, though 
there is always room for a larger outcome. 

The Keys for Hope Gala is still looking 
for sponsors and invites interested parties 
to look over sponsorship levels and op-
portunities. 

Individual tickets for the gala are $125 
per person and can be purchased at www.
stfrancisshelter.org/events/keysofhope/. 

Contributed photo

http://www.stfrancisshelter.org/events/keysofhope/
http://www.stfrancisshelter.org/events/keysofhope/
www.jdonovanac.com


Ponte Vedra Recorder · May 22, 2025 COMMUNITY NEWS   21

( 9 0 4 )  2 7 3 - 3 7 0 3  |  1 0 0 3 4  G o l f  C l u b  D r i v e  |  P o n t e  V e d r a  B e a c h ,  F L  3 2 0 8 2  |  w w w . s a w g r a s s c o u n t r y c l u b . c o m

From Ocean to Green and 
Everything in Between

Dancin’ in the Streets tradition 
continues in Neptune Beach

The 38th Annual Dancin’ in the Street took place Saturday, May 17 at the Beaches Town Center in Neptune Beach. The event featured live music from several local bands, food 
trucks, a kids' zone, arts and crafts vendors and beverage tents. There was something for the whole family to enjoy.

Photos by Susan Griffin

http://www.sawgrasscountryclub.com
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KEYS OF HOPE GALA
YOU are the KEY to Unlocking HOPE for  

Homeless Youth in St. Johns County Saturday, June 28th, 2025
6:00 - 10:00 PM

Ancient City Farmstead
395 St Marks Pond Blvd, St. Augustine, FL 32095

• Delicious Food, Music & Dancing
• Beer, Wine & Signature Cocktails

• Live & Silent Auction
• Key Raffle (one key will unlock the chest filled with prizes!) REGISTER: HTTPS://ONECAU.SE/KEYSOFHOPE

Celebrate the 6th Anniversary of Port 
in the Storm Homeless Youth Center!

Book launch party launched for local author
On May 8, Sawgrass Country Club member Amy 

Powell hosted a book launch party for Quang X. Pham. 
A standing-room-only crowd enjoyed Pham’s talk 
about his “From Saigon to Sawgrass” journey, which is 
covered in his second book, “Underdog Nation: Zero in 
on Effort and Results for Success,” published last month 
to excellent reviews. Here are some pictures from the 
event.

“Underdog Nation” has already hit several Amazon 
bestselling categories. 

Contributed photos

Author Quang X. Pham speaks on his journey “from 
Saigon to Sawgrass.”

Guests attending Quang X. Pham’s book launch party and presentation about his journey “from Saigon to Sawgrass.”

The audience gathers to hear Quang X. Pham’s presentation.
Amy Powell and Quang X. Pham at the podium.

Quang X. Pham speaks with attendees.

Quang X. Pham greets a guest at the party. Amy Powell speaks at the gathering.

A special cake was created to celebrate Quang X. Pham’s new book, 
“Underdog Nation: Zero in on Effort and Results for Success.”

HTTPS://ONECAU.SE/KEYSOFHOPECelebrate
HTTPS://ONECAU.SE/KEYSOFHOPE
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HUGE INVENTORY OF

Luxury Watches

BUY — SELL — TRADE • NEW OR USED
We can source most brands and models.

Large selection of diamonds, lab and natural.
FULL SERVICE CUSTOM AND REPAIRS

Jewel Tech, Inc.
SERVICE JACKSONVILLE SINCE 1979

Located in the Regency Bank of America Tower
9550 Regency Square Blvd, Suite 101

(904) 725-4850
JewelTechWatches@gmail.com

www.JewelTechJewelry.com
@JewelTechJax

Schedule your visit at: 904-490-6300
or WindsorPointeJAX.com

Let’s say you’ve made the move to Vibrant Independent Living at Windsor 
Pointe. So, now you’re faced with a whole new lifestyle. The carefree one you 
deserve. Now, this is where the fun starts. You see, we’re the place where 
you can stay in and feel like you’ve gone out. Let us explain. Chef-prepared 
cuisine. Happy hour at The Hatch. Award-winner at the luxury movie theater. 
All in the company of friends, friends and more friends. Of course, you can go 
just down the street to downtown Jacksonville or the beach. We’ll even drive.

Now, haven’t you earned it? We think so. Come on a private tour 
and a chef-prepared lunch. Relax. It’s on us!

4060 San Pablo Pkwy
Jacksonville, FL 32224
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

HERE’S WHERE
IT GETS FUNIT GETS IT GETS FUN

HERE’S WHERE WHEREHERE’S WHEREHERE’SHERE’S WHERE WHEREHERE’S WHEREHERE’S
IT GETS IT GETS FUN

St. Johns County Offers Free Memorial Day Weekend Beach Shuttles
Memorial Day weekend is one of the 

busiest holiday weekends on St. Johns 
County’s beaches, and to reduce traffic 
congestion, St. Johns County Beach 
Services will offer two free shuttle 
services for beach goers.

The first shuttle location will run 
from St. Augustine Beach City Hall 
located at 2200 A1A S. to the fishing 
pier parking lot and the second will run 
from Cornerstone Park at 1046 A1A N. 
and go to Mickler’s parking lot.

Both shuttle services will be available 
for free from May 24 to May 26 and 
operate from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. each of 
the days. 

The St. Johns County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, the St. Augustine Beach Police 
Department, and St. Johns County 
Marine Rescue personnel will patrol 
the beaches throughout the weekend, 
and St. Johns County Marine Rescue 
lifeguards will be stationed along the 
beaches from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Residents should be aware of beach 
flags displayed, which will indicate 
water and surf conditions.

However, the absence of a flag does 
not mean there is no danger present, 
and beachgoers are advised to see a go 
to a staffed lifeguard tower to find out 
local conditions.

On-beach driving hours are 8 a.m. 
and 7:30 p.m., and all vehicle traffic 
must remain in the designated driving 
lanes. 

Beach driving conditions can change 
throughout the day at each access point, 
so beachgoers are encouraged to moni-
tor daily updates on driving conditions 
by following @SJCBeaches on Face-
book and X and by downloading the 
SJC Connect mobile app. 

Residents and visitors can also moni-
tor the St. Johns County Beach Services 
section of the County website for beach 
access updates. 

The St. Johns County Clerk of the 
Circuit Court and County Comptrol-
ler’s Office is thrilled to announce that 
former Florida State Senator Travis 
Hutson has joined the team as senior 
advisor for intergovernmental affairs, 
effective Monday, May 19.

“It’s not often that someone with 
Travis’ dedication to public service and 
legislative accomplishments steps into a 
role like this at the county level,” Clerk 
Brandon J. Patty said. “We are honored 
to welcome him to the team, and I look 
forward to working alongside him as 

we continue to strengthen our relation-
ships with local and state partners.”

Hutson brings over a decade of public 
service experience to the position, hav-
ing served in the Florida Legislature 

since 2012, first as a representative and 
later as a senator. 

During his tenure, he played a key 
role in shaping economic, environmen-
tal, and infrastructure policy through-
out the state. In 2023, he was named 
“Senate Legislator of the Year” by the 
Florida Clerks & Comptrollers As-
sociation after sponsoring Senate Bill 
1130, which authorized clerks' offices to 
retain a larger portion of fees, enhanc-
ing their ability to serve residents more 
effectively.

As senior advisor for intergovern-

mental affairs, Hutson will help guide 
strategic initiatives and strengthen 
collaboration between the Clerk’s Of-
fice and government entities at both the 
local and state levels. 

“I’m honored to join Clerk Patty 
and the Office,” Hutson said. “As a 
St. Johns County local, I’m excited to 
come back to my roots and serve the 
community that has always meant so 
much to me. I look forward to continu-
ing my public service in this new ca-
pacity and supporting the Clerk’s Office 
in its governmental needs.”

Clerk’s Office Welcomes Former State Senator Travis 
Hutson as Senior Advisor for Intergovernmental Affairs

www.jeweltechjewelry.com
www.windsorpointejax.com
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Newspaper Carriers Needed

If interested, please call 904-300-5374 or 
email Joe Wilhelm: joe@osteenmediagroup.com

The Ponte Vedra Recorder is currently hiring reliable and dedicated Independent 
Contractors to distribute newspapers throughout the Ponte Vedra Beach, Nocatee 
& Beaches areas one day a week (Fridays).
To be considered:
•Must be committed to providing excellent customer service
•18 years of age or older
•Valid driver’s license
•Current automobile insurance
•Reliable transportation
•Attention to detail and customer service driven
•Willing to work Fridays (early AM)
•Must be able to lift paper bundles of approx. 20+lbs
•Able to collect and record fees from dealers

OMGOMG
OMGOMG
Osteen Media Group

GROW SMARTER 
NOT HARDER
Data-Driven Digital Advertising
from a local company that delivers
Measurable Results

What We Do:
• Our solutions put your message in front of potential buyers only 

ensuring the best return on your investment.

• We deliver the right ad, at the right time, to the right person.

• Free consultations to build your digital marketing strategy.

• We build partnerships.

Contact Jeff Hartley for more information and 
to schedule your free consultation:

Jeffrey@osteenmediagroup.com

Putting it all on the line: Mickler’s hosts triathlon
By Jay Gardner

The 2025 Game On! Ponte Vedra Beach 
Olympic and Sprint Triathlon was held at 
Mickler’s Landing on Sunday, May 18.

More than 230 athletes competed in the 
event with another 39 participating in the 
Duathlon (run, bike, run).

The triathlon featured both sprint and 
Olympic distances, and the weather was 
perfect at the start of the race for the swim 
segment, but by the time the run began the 
heat wave the area has been experiencing 
started to make its presence felt on athletes 
and spectators alike.

The triathlon course for the race 
featured a swim at Mickler’s Beach (.25 
miles sprint, .93 miles Olympic), followed 
by a bike ride on A1A south (11 miles 
sprint, 24.8 Olympic), and lastly, a run up 
Ponte Vedra Boulevard (3.1 miles sprint, 
6.2 miles Olympic).

In the women’s sprint triathlon race, 
an exciting showdown emerged when 
Wendy Fejfar put in the sixth quickest bike 
split overall in the sprint distance with an 
average speed of 22.8 mph to lead out of 

transition No. 2.
However, Ella Harmon would overcome 

the 37-second deficit to take the top step of 
the podium with a time of 1:08:58. In sec-
ond place was Naomi Ventura with Wendy 
Fejfar rounding out the podium.

In the men’s sprint race, a similar race 
took shape with the winner, Ryan Buzby, 
seeing his nearly two-minute advantage 
after transition No. 1 being evaporated 
by a blistering bike split by Alex Brown 
who set the quickest time with an average 
speed of 25.2 mph.

However, Buzby’s scorching pace of 
5:07 min/mile pace would overcome the 
nearly one-minute disadvantage at the end 
of the second transition to bring home the 
overall win with a time of 59:51.

Alex Brown came in second and Luke 
Klingenberg took the final step of the 
podium.

Staying with the men’s Olympic dis-
tance, Luis Ortiz led from start to finish 
with a winning time of 1:58:56.

With his best overall bike speed of 
26.1 mph over the 24.8 miles, Ortiz had 
built up nearly a seven-minute cushion to 

second-place finisher John Richardson.
Richardson gave up a little bit of time 

compared to the third-place finisher Eric 
Lashway on the bike segment but left 
transition No. 2 with nearly a 40-second 
advantage.

Richardson would pull away on the run 
thanks to his second-best overall run pace 
of 6:15 min/mile.

Lashway was the only other athlete to 
break the 60-minute mark with the second 
overall quickest bike split at 24.8 mph.

However, it was the women’s Olympic 
distance that took the honors for the best 
race with first and second place covered 
by just six seconds.

The racing was close right from the go. 
After exiting transition No. 1, the top three 
finishers were within about one minute of 
each other.

Jennifer Sylva launched herself into the 
lead by three and a half minutes after she 
put in the fourth quickest bike split of all 
athletes competing at the Olympic dis-
tance with an average speed of 24.3 mph 
over the 24.8 mile bike course.

However, Andrea Richardson needed 
every bit of the 6.2 mile run course and 
fourth overall quickest run pace at 6:32 
min/mile pace to eat into the advantage 
and take the top step of the podium.

Catherine Rueppel, who led after the 
first transition would round out the po-
dium.

Congratulations to all the athletes who 
participated and a big thank to all of the 
volunteers for making it a great day.

The complete results can be found by 
going to www.secondwindtiming.com/
results.

The next Game On! event will be in St. 
Augustine for another triathlon on July 27.

Photos by Jay Gardner

mailto:joe@osteenmediagroup.comThe
mailto:joe@osteenmediagroup.com
mailto:Jeffrey@osteenmediagroup.com
http://www.secondwindtiming.com/results
http://www.secondwindtiming.com/results
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Mike Buresh to speak at Coastal Friends luncheon

Jacksonville woman named Military Spouse of the Year

Coastal Friends will host Mike 
Buresh, chief meteorologist on Action 
News Jax (WJAX) and WFOX, as its 
guest speaker at the June 4 luncheon. 
Buresh will speak about weather pat-
terns and concerns here in Florida as 
we approach the summer and hurricane 
months.  He also posts a blog titled 
“Talking the Tropics with Mike” during 
hurricane season June 1 to Nov. 30. Bu-
resh was named 2024 National Weath-

erperson of the Year by the Federal 
Alliance of Safe Homes.

The luncheon runs from 11 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. and will be held at Marsh 
Landing Country Club, 25655 Marsh 
Landing Parkway, Ponte Vedra Beach. It 
is open to members and guests, as well 
as the community. 

Lunch consists of caesar salad, 
chicken marsala, mashed potatoes and 
grilled jumbo asparagus, and chef’s 

choice for dessert. The cost to attend 
is $25. Reservations must be made in ad-
vance by contacting the luncheon chair-
man at bartshar@comcast.net as soon as 
possible. The deadline for checks to be 
received is Friday morning, May 30.

Established in 1998, Coastal Friends 
is a social club comprised of women 
who live in Ponte Vedra Beach, Nocatee, 
Jacksonville Beach, Neptune Beach, 
Atlantic Beach, Jacksonville and the sur-

rounding area, and St. Augustine. Some 
of the activities offered are: adventures 
and outings, book club, bunco, canasta, 
happy hour, lunch in, lunch out, mah 
jongg, samba and wine socials.

Luncheons are held on the first 
Wednesday of every month, except for 
July and August.  New members are 
welcome throughout the year. Contact 
brookemeister@msn.com for more 
information on how to join.  

Hire Heroes USA, a national nonprofit 
organization that empowers U.S. mili-
tary members, veterans and spouses to 
succeed in the civilian workforce, hosted 
its third annual Empowerment Gala on 
May 8. The event celebrates individuals 
and partners who have made outstand-
ing contributions to veterans and their 
spouses in the transition to civilian 
careers.

“We are proud to recognize this year’s 
honorees,” said Ross Dickman, CEO 
of Hire Heroes USA. “Their achieve-
ments reflect the resilience of the veteran 
community and inspire us all. Together, 
we celebrate our mission to empower 

veterans and their families for success in 
civilian life.”

The Empowerment Gala recognized 
outstanding partners and individuals 
including Verda Smith of Jacksonville, 
who was named Military Spouse of the 
Year.

Smith is a dedicated health care 
professional with more than a decade 
of experience as a physician assistant in 
family medicine, primary care and occu-
pational medicine, embodying resilience 
and determination.

After the sudden loss of her veteran 
husband in 2023, Smith displayed ex-
traordinary strength by navigating her 

grief while pursuing her career aspira-
tions. Through unwavering commitment 
and a steadfast belief in her abilities, 
she secured her dream role, where she 
assesses service members in the medical 
board separation process. 

Hire Heroes USA offers free, person-
alized one-on-one coaching, resume 
assistance, interview preparation and 
mentoring to military members, veterans 
and military spouses.

The organization maintains a job 
board, hosts virtual career fairs and 
works directly with employers to secure 
job placements for clients. Hire He-
roes has facilitated more than 95,000 

confirmed hires since the organization 
was founded in 2005, including nearly 
14,000 job placements in 2024.

For more information, go to hirehe-
roesusa.org.

Stay up to date on contests, advertising specials, and 
real-time news in Ponte Vedra. Our fans get access to 

exclusive content you can’t find anywhere else!
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Let’s get social!

mailto:bartshar@comcast.net
mailto:brookemeister@msn.com
http://www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder
www.bluewavebuilders.com
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Nominations are 
NOW OPEN!

www.pontevedrarecorder.com/bestof2025

Scan the QR code 
to submit your 
nominations!

�e Ponte Vedra Recorder, 
celebrating 55 years of community 
news excellence, has launched our 

seventh annual BEST OF THE BEST 
of Ponte Vedra, 32081 & 32082.

YOU, our valued readers, now have 
the chance to nominate your favorite 

businesses in various categories 
online. Online voting begins June 

20th a�er nominations are complete.

HURRY, last day to nominate is 
June 19th!

20252025

of Ponte Vedra

Nemours program 
addresses literacy 

challenge
Children who fall behind in reading 

don’t just struggle in school — they are 
also at higher risk for chronic illness 
and mental health issues later in life. A 
new survey commissioned by Nemours 
Children’s Health and conducted by 
The Harris Poll reveals that early-grade 
teachers recognize the crisis, but they 
don’t feel they have the tools or training 
they need to address it.

“Investing in early childhood educa-
tion, particularly in literacy, is one of 
the most effective strategies to improve 
long-term health outcomes,” said Kara 
Odom Walker, MD, executive vice 
president and chief population health 
officer at Nemours Children’s Health. 
“These survey results show just how 
urgently educators need effective tools 
so every child can build strong read-
ing skills and a strong foundation for 
lifelong health.”

Teachers sound the alarm
In the national survey of more than 

300 U.S. teachers certified in grades 
K-3:

• 84% said they are concerned about 
the reading skills of students entering 
their classrooms.

• About half of students on average 
enter their classrooms reading at grade 
level.

The educators also highlighted the 
significant gaps in the types of tools 
available for early literacy instruction: 

• Only 26% of teachers say they are 
highly satisfied with the literacy tools 
they have.

• More experienced teachers are the 
least satisfied — 19% of those with 10 
or more years in the classroom ex-
pressed dissatisfaction, compared to 6% 
of newer teachers.

• More than 90% say they see value 
in multi-sensory learning and screen-
free instruction options.

• 41% report that available literacy 
programs lack engaging content.

Small-group support lacking
One-on-one and small-group instruc-

tion is a proven method for helping 
struggling readers, yet:

• Only 55% of teachers surveyed said 
they can offer small-group instruction.

• The average amount of time spent 
on small-group and one-on-one support 
each day is 30 minutes or less.

These barriers further limit opportu-
nities for personalized support in the 
classroom and underscore the urgent 

need for more effective, research-based 
literacy support in early education.

Impact on health
Early literacy isn’t just an academic 

concern, it’s a public health issue. 
Roughly 90% of a child’s brain devel-
opment occurs before age 5. Children 
who are not reading at grade level by 
first grade have only a 10% chance of 
catching up by fourth grade.

Nationwide reading scores are at 
historic lows. According to the 2024 
National Assessment of Educational 
Progress, only 60% of fourth graders 
and 67% of eighth graders are reading 
at basic or better levels — the lowest in 
more than 30 years.

Reading BrightStart!
Nemours Children’s Health surveyed 

teachers to better understand their needs 
and how Nemours Children’s Reading 
BrightStart! program could fill in-
structional gaps. The literacy program, 
tailored for infants through first grade, 
includes:

• Multi-sensory, screen-free curricu-
lum.

• Educator training and professional 
development.

• A family-focused literacy website 
with a preschool reading screener.

Since its launch 20 years ago, the 
program’s successes include:

• 295,000-plus children supported
• 5,260-plus early childhood educa-

tors trained
• 38 states reached
• In repeated studies of 3,300 chil-

dren, two-thirds caught up to their peers 
after using the curriculum.

“At Nemours Children’s, we’re com-
mitted to whole-child health — our 
vision to go beyond offering the best 
in medical care to help every child 
reach their full potential,” said Allison 
Gertel-Rosenberg, vice president and 
chief policy and prevention officer 
at Nemours Children’s Health. “This 
survey shows that educators recognize 
the urgent need for stronger literacy 
support, but it will take commitment 
from school boards, policymakers and 
communities to get it right. Investing 
in early literacy isn’t just about better 
education; it’s about better health for 
generations to come.”

Learn more about Reading Bright-
Start! at nemours.org/reading-bright-
start.html.

http://www.pontevedrarecorder.com/bestof2025
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Ocean Palms brings sunshine to staff
Ocean Palms celebrated Staff Ap-

preciation Week with nothing but 
sunshine for its sun-sational staff. 

The sun rose with a breakfast from 
Chick-fil-a and coffee from Starbucks 

on Monday. The next ray of sunshine 
came with cookies, brownies and fruit 
from Trasca for a treat Tuesday. On 
Wednesday, families pooled their re-
sources to provide the staff with $100 

Amazon gift cards. Thursday brought 
a catered lunch from Teriyaki Mad-
ness, and, finally, the sun set with ice 
cream from Millie’s ice cream truck on 
Friday.

It was a sun-filled week that bright-
ened the days of OPE’s staff because 
they bring light to the students each 
and every day. 

Contributed photos
Staff members at Ocean Palms enjoyed a week filled with treats and celebration.

www.StarlingLiving.com
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Personalized financial advice 
to help achieve your goals

Chris Thompson

Call/Text: 904.944.6042
O�ce: 904.380.2290 | Fax: 904.380.2323
818 A1A North, Suite 301, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993 

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®

Ameriprise Financial cannot guarantee future �nancial results. 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2024 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

Private Wealth Advisor
Managing Director 

• New Pools /  

   Spa Construction

• Remarcite

• Patios

Cell: 904.235.7572 | floridaiconicpools@gmail.com
CPC#1460533 www.facebook.com/FloridaIconicPools

Florida Iconic Pools LLC
Specializing in New Construction 
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Sylvan 
Learning 
opens St. 

Augustine 
location

Sylvan Learning held a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony with the St. Johns County 
Chamber of Commerce as part of the grand 
opening of its St. Augustine location at 585 
International Golf Parkway, Suite 7.

Photos courtesy of St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce

63 skilled-trades professionals graduate from program
The Northeast Florida Builders Asso-

ciation (NEFBA) celebrated the gradu-
ation of 63 apprentices from its nation-
ally recognized apprenticeship program 
on Tuesday, May 6, at the University 
of North Florida. This milestone event 
marked another successful year of devel-
oping highly trained, workforce-ready 

professionals across the construction 
trades.

The program offers four-year training 
tracks in electrical, plumbing, HVAC 
and carpentry. Through a combination of 
classroom instruction and paid on-the-
job training, participants graduate with 
the skills and certifications necessary to 
launch long-term careers in the construc-
tion industry.

Christina Thomas, NEFBA’s director 
of workforce education, commended the 
graduates’ journey and achievements.

“It’s been inspiring to watch these 
individuals grow from trainees to skilled-
trades professionals,” she said. “Their 

work ethic and commitment embody the 
values NEFBA is proud to foster and 
grow.”

In support of its continued growth, 
NEFBA recently announced the acquisi-
tion of a 43,000-square-foot facility at 
4932 Sunbeam Road, which will become 
the future home of the NEFBA Work-
force Education Center. This state-of-
the-art campus will feature classrooms, 
hands-on training labs and a 300-person 
auditorium, offering expanded oppor-
tunities for apprentices and elevating 
workforce development across Northeast 
Florida.

The building will play a pivotal role in 

NEFBA’s “Together We Build” cam-
paign, a fundraising initiative to support 
renovations and help train the next gen-
eration of construction professionals.

For more information on how to 
participate and contribute, email build@
nefba.com.

The program, which began in 1973, 
continues to grow in partnership with 
local employers, schools and community 
leaders, helping to fill the demand for a 
skilled workforce in Northeast Florida. 
NEFBA is committed to bridging the 
skilled-labor gap while empowering 
individuals with rewarding, high-demand 
career paths.

Thinking of Advertising
in the Recorder?  
For more information call 

(904) 285-8831 to speak with 
a Sales Rep. today!

mailto:chris.thompson@ampf.com
mailto:floridaiconicpools@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/FloridaIconicPools
http://www.PonteVedraRecorder.com
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 Digital 
 Marketing
 Expertise That delivers

Why Choose Us?
 • We’re a local team that will be here from 
     the beginning
 • Built to serve small, medium, and large 
     businesses
 • Personalized strategies for your business
 • Proven brand-building results
 • Excellent Customer Service
 • Transparent Reporting

When you win, so do we.
Free consultations to develop your 

personalized strategy.

For more information contact
Jeff Hartley at 

Jeffrey@osteenmediagroup.com

OMGOMG
OMGOMG
Osteen Media Group

April saw increased balance in housing market
Northeast Florida’s housing market 

continued to stabilize in April, with grow-
ing inventory giving buyers more choices 
across the region. While home prices 
edged up slightly, the overall market 
showed healthier dynamics as we con-
tinue to see many new listings become 
available. These shifts suggest a move 
toward a more balanced market, offering 
opportunities for both buyers and sellers.

The median sales price for single-fami-
ly homes in Northeast Florida’s six-coun-
ty region increased by 2.9% since March, 
rising to $389,000. This caused the Home 
Affordability Index to fall to a score of 
67, a 2.9% decrease from March.

“Buyers and sellers alike must remem-
ber that these shifts toward a balanced 
market are good overall and indicative 
of a healthy marketplace,” said 2025 
NEFAR President Mario Gonzalez.

In April, closed sales for single-family 
homes totaled 1,825 transactions, while 
pending sales were at 1,437. There were 
3,106 new listings in the month of April.

Since March, the active inventory of 
single-family homes increased by 10.2% 
to 9,012 properties. This is a drastic 
increase from the previous year, as the 
number of properties has grown expo-
nentially by 24.4% since April 2024. This 
rise in inventory from 2024 is a positive 
change for buyers, as they have many 

options to choose from. The median 
number of days on the market increased 
to 44 days, a 29.4% increase from March, 
indicating homes selling slightly slower 
than they did last month.

“This increased inventory is a wel-
comed change for buyers who couldn’t 
buy a home in the extraordinarily com-
petitive market just a few years ago,” said 
Gonzalez.

In St. Johns County, April’s median 
price for single-family homes rose to 
$557,990, a 1.8% increase from March. 

Homes spent a median of 46 days on the 
market. Closed sales increased by 1.1% 
to 449, with pending sales now at 356.

There were 840 new listings, while 
active inventory increased by 14% to 
2,528 homes, representing a 5.6 -month 
supply. The Home Affordability Index 
fell slightly to 47, as St. Johns County 
remains the most expensive county in the 
region.

In Duval County, April showed a 5.9% 
increase since March in the median price 
of single-family homes, now at $338,920. 

Sales of homes decreased in speed in 
April, with the median days on the 
market rising 32.8 % to 39 days. While 
closed sales fell 8.3% to 934, pending 
sales fell 30% to 726.

New listings were at 1,595, and there 
was a 9.9% climb in active inventory, 
now at 4,352 homes — a 4.7-month 
supply. The Home Affordability Index 
decreased since March by 6.1% to 77.

The Home Affordability Index mea-
sures housing affordability for the region. 
In other words, it measures whether a 
typical family earns enough to qualify for 
a mortgage on a typical home, based on 
current interest rates, median income and 
median home prices.

A higher number means greater afford-
ability. This index measures affordability 
factors for all homebuyers making a 20% 
downpayment. An index of 100 is defined 
as the point where a median-income 
family has the exact amount of income 
needed to purchase a median-priced ex-
isting home. An index value higher than 
100 means that the family has more than 
enough income, while a value lower than 
100 means that a family doesn’t have 
enough income to qualify for a mortgage 
loan.

The source for all data in this article is 
NEFAR.

mailto:Jeffrey@osteenmediagroup.comOMGOMGOMGOMGOsteen
mailto:Jeffrey@osteenmediagroup.com
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Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery

GUEST COLUMN

Ask these four questions to help you prepare for retirement

Berkshire Hathaway celebrates Palm Coast offices

Written by/for Wells Fargo 
Advisors

To determine how much you will need 
to fund your retirement, it’s helpful to 
estimate what your budget will look like. 
These four questions could help you iden-
tify your retirement lifestyle and plan for 
the related costs.  

1. What will I be doing?
• Do I plan to continue working past age 

65 or after I reach my full retirement age? 
Full time or part time?

• Are there hobbies I want to pursue that 
will either cost money or make money?

• Is there volunteer work that may also 
have costs associated?

• Do I plan to travel? Where?
• Are there things I enjoy that have 

related costs?

2. Where will I be living?
• Will I stay in my current home or 

downsize to something smaller or a rental 
property?

• Will I move to a retirement community 
or assisted living facility?

• Will I sell my home and replace it with 
an RV or other alternative living option?

3. What situations could impact my 
expenditures?

• What health care coverage do I need 
for my health conditions?

• Do I have an emergency fund for 
unexpected situations such as a health 
care crisis or property loss due to a natural 
disaster?

• What if I stop working sooner than 

expected?
• What happens if I experience a signifi-

cant income loss?

4. What barriers are keeping me from 
investing?

• I have nothing extra to invest.
• I have education loans or other debt.
• I don’t know how to start an invest-

ment plan.
• I have time to start saving later.

Next steps
Prepare rather than panic. Create an 

outline from your answers to these ques-
tions. It should give you the framework 
to calculate the income you may need to 
support your retirement lifestyle.

Decide to adjust your spending patterns 
today. Choose something you really don’t 
need and redirect that amount into your 
retirement savings. Take advantage of 
growth potential over time. Pay yourself 
first instead of spending money on some-
thing that won’t support your future retire-
ment needs. Creating that nest egg now 

could reduce your stress about money.
Start or add to an emergency fund. 

Even if the amount seems very small, it’s 
important to take the first step. As that 
amount grows and the behavior becomes a 
habit, you will likely gain confidence and 
momentum in your investment activities.

Meet with a financial advisor to review 
your answers and turn your outline into a 
plan to help you work toward your goals.

This article was written by/for Wells Fargo Advisors 
and provided courtesy of Ponte Vedra Wealth 
Management Group in Ponte Vedra Beach at 904-
273-7918.
Investment and Insurance Products are:
• Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Government 
Agency
• Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guaran-
teed by, the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate
• Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possible 
Loss of the Principal Amount Invested
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells 
Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a regis-
tered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells 
Fargo & Company. PM-06272025-6182753.1.1
©2025 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. 

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Florida Network Realty recently cel-
ebrated the grand opening of its Palm 
Coast offices with ribbon-cutting 
ceremonies. 

More than 100 clients, realtors, 
employees, Chamber members and 
community leaders were on hand to 
celebrate the firm’s expansion and 
newest offices, the 10th and 11th 
locations of the business.

“Our growth into the Palm Coast 
community is an exciting new chap-
ter for our company,” said Ann King, 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 

Florida Network Realty president. 
“Our new Palm Coast offices dem-
onstrate our continued commitment 
to elevate and enhance the services 
that we provide to our clients and 
communities throughout Northeast 
Florida.”

The new offices in Palm Coast are 
located at 2 Florida Park Drive (the 
Palm Coast West Office) and east of 
the Intracoastal Waterway at 5048 
Ocean Shore Boulevard N. (the Palm 
Coast Beach Office.)

Contributed photo

Contributed photo
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty recently celebrated the grand 
opening of its Palm Coast Beach office with a ribbon-cutting ceremony.BERKSHIRE  continues on Page 31

http://www.palmcasual.com
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Empowering Women 
Through Divorce

We offer women the guidance and support needed to take 
the first steps towards a more successful life and future.

Divorce • Mediation • Domestic Violence • Paternity • Relocation • Alimony 
Nuptial Agreements • Contempt/Enforcement • Modification Orders

Florida Women’s Law Group is the only divorce and family 
law firm exclusively serving women in Northeast Florida.

(904) 595-8515
Offices Jacksonville

www.floridawomenslawgroup.com

Baptist Beaches once again recognized 
for prioritizing patient safety

National accreditation piles up 
for 904 Home Watch

Baptist Medical Center Beaches has 
been recognized again for its stead-
fast commitment to safety, quality and 
transparency. The hospital has earned its 
13th straight “A” safety ranking from The 
Leapfrog Group, an independent non-
profit organization dedicated to helping 
consumers make informed choices in their 
health care.

The “A” rating places Baptist Beaches 
among the top 32% of hospitals nation-
wide. It is one of 113 hospitals in the 
country and only one of 15 in Florida 
to have received top marks consistently 
since spring 2019.

“Our patients’ safety and wellbeing are 

our top priorities,” said Jarret Dreicer, 
hospital president of Baptist Beaches. 
“This recognition is a testament to the 
dedication of our team for consistently 
delivering the highest standard of care to 
those who entrust us with their health.”

The Hospital Safety Grade from The 
Leapfrog Group assigns letter grades 
based on hospitals’ performance measures 
and processes designed to protect patient 
safety and improve outcomes and experi-
ences. The independent grading system 
helps patients make informed decisions to 
protect themselves and their families. This 
program is peer-reviewed, fully transpar-
ent and free to the public.

Letter grades of “A” through “F” are 
calculated using nearly 30 national per-
formance measures from the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services, combined 
with additional information Baptist Health 
voluntarily submits for the overall score. 

“Patient safety is a continuous journey, 
not a one-time goal, and it demands our 
collective commitment every day,” said 
Jeremy Goodman, MD, vice president and 
system quality officer at Baptist Health. 
“Earning top marks yet again is a moment 
of great pride for our team whose com-
passion and dedication, both behind the 
scenes and at the bedside, creates a safe 
environment for our patients.”

Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grades are 
released twice a year, in the spring and 
fall, with nearly 3,000 hospitals across the 
United States receiving a rating.

The score takes into consideration:
• Process measures (how a hospital 

gives patients a recommended treatment, 
including the responsiveness of hospital 
staff)

• Structural measures (the environment 
where patients receive care)

• Outcome measures (what happens to a 
patient while receiving care)

To learn more about Leapfrog Hospital 
Safety Grades, go to hospitalsafetygrade.
org.

For the third year, 904 Home Watch has 
earned accreditation from the National 
Home Watch Association for its home watch 
services.

The NHWA was formed in 2009 in order 
to establish and maintain the highest indus-
try standards for home watch and absentee 
homeowner services throughout the United 
States and Canada.

Home watch is a visual inspection of 
a home or property, looking for obvious 
issues, which means that it is a service that 
“keeps an eye on things” at your vacation or 
primary home while you are not in resi-
dence. 

All principals of association accred-
ited member companies are background-
checked, insured, and bonded.

904 Home Watch started under the guid-
ance of owner Bob Straub who earned a 
bachelor’s degree in economics from Dick-
inson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 

Following graduation, he entered a 

career in the retail 
business. It was 
there that he built 
his foundation for 
understanding the 
value of customer 
service and deliver-
ing on a promise. 

Over the last two 
decades, Straub has 

worked in the real estate industry in a vari-
ety of roles, primarily in the general broker-
age and new home construction arenas. 

As he transitioned into general broker-
age in 2000, he took the significance of 
customer service and the power of promise 
with him. 

He built his business in Baltimore, Mary-
land, using customer service and promise as 
cornerstones, and in 2002, familial changes 
had Straub and his family relocating to 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 

He worked for a national builder, first in 

sales, and then continued his evolution on 
the operations side by becoming a project 
manager, overseeing sales, marketing, 
construction, warranty, and accounting for a 
single community. 

In 2012, Straub’s family moved to North-
east Florida, and he continued working with 
the Charlotte division of a large builder, as 
a consultant following the acquisition of 
another builder's land position. 

He continues to be excited to bring his 
experience and knowledge to the home 
watch industry.

904 Home Watch serves St. Johns County, 
Duval County, Nocatee, Sawgrass Country 
Club, Marsh Landing Country Club, Atlantic 
Beach, Neptune Beach, Jacksonville Beach, 
Ponte Vedra Beach, and Ponte Vedra. 

You can reach Straub at 904-654-9951 or 
by emailing 904homewatch@gmail.com, 
and more info can be found about the busi-
ness by going to www.904homewatchllc.
com.  

The Palm Coast offices 
mark the latest move in a 
pattern of growth and expan-
sion for Berkshire Hathaway 
and increase the company’s 
ability to provide real estate 
services to Flagler and Volu-
sia counties. 

The firm has nine addition-
al offices located throughout 
Northeast Florida. 

Berkshire Hathaway has a 
team of more than 500 real 
estate professionals and oper-
ates a corporate relocation 
division, a builder sales divi-
sion, a commercial division, 
Florida Network Property 
Management, Gibraltar Title 
Services, LLC, Prosperity 
Home Mortgage, LLC, and 
HomeServices Insurance. 

Go to FloridaNetworkReal-
ty.com or FLNetworkRealty.
com for more information. 

Berkshire
Continued from 30

mailto:904homewatch@gmail.com
http://www.904homewatchllc.com
http://www.904homewatchllc.com
www.floridawomenslawgroup.com


Ponte Vedra Recorder · May 22, 202532   IN THE ARTS

Looking to manage your federal tax burden more efficiently?Looking to manage your federal tax burden more efficiently?
Consider the potential benefits of municipal bonds.

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN), Member SIPC. Fazio Asset Management is a separate entity from WFAFN.
 © 2025 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC: PM-10062026-7826471.1.1  ADVERTISEMENT

Investments in fixed-income securities are subject to market, interest rate, credit and other risks. Bond prices fluctuate inversely to changes in interest rates. Therefore, a general rise in interest rates can 
cause a bond’s price to fall. Credit risk is the risk that an issuer will default on payments of interest and/or principal. This risk is heightened in lower rated bonds. If sold prior to maturity, fixed income securities 
are subject to market risk. All fixed income investments may be worth less than their original cost upon redemption or maturity. Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network does not provide legal or tax advice.

WHY MUNICIPAL BONDS? 
1. POTENTIAL TAX ADVANTAGES: MUNICIPAL BONDS MAY PROVIDE TAX ADVANTAGES.
2. RELATIVELY STABLE RETURNS: BACKED BY HISTORICAL LOW DEFAULT RATES AND 

CONSISTENT INTEREST PAYMENTS.
3. SUPPORT LOCAL PROJECTS: INVEST IN SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, AND INFRASTRUCTTURE THAT 

HELP ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN AREAS LIKE YOURS.
4. DIVERSIFICATION AND STABILITY: DIVERSIFY YOUR PORTFOLIO WITH AN INVESTMENT CLASS 

GENERALLY ASSOCIATED WITH RELATIVE STABILITY AND CONSISTENT RETURNS.
5. EXPERIENCED GUIDANCE: OUR TEAM OF FINANCIAL EXPERTS CAN HELP YOU NAVIGATE 

THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE MUNICIPAL BOND MARKET AND HELP IN SELECTING THE BEST 
INVESTMENT OPTIONS FOR YOUR UNIQUE FINANCIAL GOALS.

TOWARDS PROTECTING YOUR FUTURE: 
MUNICIPAL BONDS CAN BE AN EXCELLENT CHOICE 
FOR CONSERVATIVE INVESTORS SEEKING TO 
PRESERVE CAPITAL WHILE GENERATING INCOME.

START INVESTING TODAY.
CONTACT ME FOR MORE INFORMAITON ON HOW 
MUNICIPAL BONDS CAN BE A KEY PART OF YOUR 
INVESTMENT STRATEGY. WORK TOWARDS SECURING 
YOUR YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE WHILE MAKING A 
POSITIVE IMPACT ON YOUR COMMUNITY.

Bryan S. Fazio CFP®, QPFC®

Senior Financial Advisor
Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network
Direct: (904) 913-8122
bryan.fazio@wfafinet.com
Fazio Asset Management
130 Corridor Rd.  - Suite 590
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL  32004
www.FazioAssetManagement.com
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The Jacksonville Symphony Takes on 
Mozart's Classics with Nartadjieva and Kuo
Review by Matt Bickett

“Classical music” has always held a handful of mean-
ings. Your middle school chorus teacher was likely 
quick to remind you that it’s not just a genre on Spotify. 
“Classical refers to the period in music history after 
the Baroque and before the Romantic,” she might say, 
distinguishing the term from its reference to the classics 
of literature. But like the timeless writings of the ancient 
Greeks, or the Rolling Stones hits that never seem to 
be forgotten, the classics are revered as the music that 
shapes our culture. Classical music perennially reappears 
on the concert stage for good reason—this music recon-
nects us with our history, our culture, and ourselves. 

The Jacksonville Symphony under the baton of Court-
ney Lewis dutifully continued this tradition last weekend, 
joining forces with impressive soloists and the Jackson-
ville Symphony Chorus in two concerts. The program, 
Classical composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s Sinfo-
nia concertante in E-flat major and Requiem, inspired one 
of the 75th season’s most traditional yet well-executed 
concerts. 

Concertmaster and soloist Adelya Nartadjieva with 
Principal Violist and soloist Yun-Ting Kuo joined the 
Symphony for a characterful rendition of Mozart’s Sinfo-
nia concertante. The work’s playful dialogue highlighted 
the two soloists’ teamwork—the evenness and depth of 
Kuo’s tone provided an ideal complement to Nartad-
jieva’s extroverted, yet equally nuanced, flair. 

Nartadjieva’s outspoken interpretation never overshad-
owed her duet partner, or the ensemble and the ensemble 
responded in kind with sensitivity and support through-
out. Kuo’s mature and thoughtful approach revealed 
hidden layers to the score’s genius phrasing, even while 
some of the passages’ lower range notes receded from 
view. 

Despite your middle school music teacher’s concert-
going instructions, applause after the first movement 
felt appropriate. The applause aided the transition from 
the excitement of the first movement’s duo cadenza and 
sunny phrases to the seriousness of the second. The two 
soloists’ dramatic intensity in tone and phrasing took a 
turn to the profound. 

After such depth, Mozart’s almost perfunctory third 
movement felt out of place. The performers’ encore—Jo-
han Halvorsen’s arrangement of the Passacaglia move-
ment from one of Handel’s Harpsichord Suites—made up 
for the lost moment. After the encore’s dramatic journey, 
the audience left for intermission even more convinced of 
the magical results of the Nartadjieva-Kuo collaboration. 

Following the delights and playful drama of the first 
half, the program’s second half turned to the bigger ques-
tions that often occupy authors of the classics. Mozart’s 

final work, the Requiem—a nearly hour-long meditation 
on death and the afterlife through musical settings of the 
Church’s funeral texts—calls on the forces of four solo-
ists, chorus, and orchestra to do so. 

Joining the slightly smaller Classical-era orchestra, 
the Jacksonville Symphony invited soloists with voices 
specially trained for the light tone required by Mozart’s 
music. The Jacksonville Symphony Chorus, under the 
direction of Donald McCullough, appeared next to help-
fully projected English translations of the sung texts.

The performance highlighted the grandeur possible in 
Mozart’s many intricacies. The ensemble’s winds pro-
vided a strong foundation in the work’s iconic opening 
bars. Particularly in the “Kyrie" and “Sanctus," Lewis 
masterfully maintained attention to the performance’s 
overall affect while shaping the intricate interweaving of 
voice parts. Similarly, in the “Recordare," soprano Nola 
Richardson and countertenor Reginald Mobley responded 
to each other’s sophisticated and well-informed phrasing 
in one of the highlights of the night. 

Lewis’s balanced focus on fine details amidst larger 
forces at play lent this performance a particular freshness. 
As the classics continue to make their recurrence, last 
weekend’s performance confronted us with the question, 
what does it mean to perform Mozart’s Requiem now? 
For the Jacksonville Symphony, perhaps it’s that no detail 
is too small or insignificant to be cherished even among 
the larger-than-life feelings of the political moment—that 
we will perennially take effort to remember even the 
quiet voices among the outspoken crowd, and for good 
reason. 

Matt Bickett is a musician and scholar based in 
Jacksonville, FL. Matt is Director of Music at St. Paul’s 
by the Sea Episcopal Church in Jacksonville Beach and 
is a Corps Member with Teach for America. 

CONCERT REVIEW

Contributed photo
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Don’t miss the 75th  
Season finale!
Gershwin & Copland
June 6 & 7  7:30 pm
George Gershwin An American in Paris
Carlos Simon Zodiac (World Premiere)
Aaron Copland Symphony No. 3

Join us for a captivating fusion of jazzy charm, 
Americana and new musical voices, providing  
a fitting crescendo to a season and 75 years  
of exceptional musical experiences.

Tickets & Information 
JaxSymphony.org • 904.354.5547

Classical Series

Florida Chamber 
Music Project plans all-

Beethoven concert
The Florida Chamber Music Project 

will end its season on Sunday, June 1, 
with an all-Beethoven program. The 
concert will take place at the Beaches 
Museum Chapel and is sponsored by an 
anonymous donor.

Beethoven’s Quartet No.1 in F Major, 
Op. 18 was his first string quartet. It is 
said that his initial inspiration for the first 
movement was the crypt scene in Shake-
speare’s “Romeo and Juliet.” The second 
Beethoven piece, String Quartet No. 16 
in F Major, Op. 135 was his last string 
quartet. It was the last major piece he 
composed and was written in 1826. The 
influence of his one-time teacher, Haydn, 
can be heard.

“First, I’d like to thank all those who 
have joined us this season,” said Artistic 
Director Susan Pardue. “It’s been a joy 
to bring music to everyone and a special 
treat to end with Beethoven.”

Tickets are $30 at the door or through 
904TIX. Student tickets are $10 and 
available only at the door.

Beaches Museum Chapel is wheel-
chair-accessible and has free parking 

along Pablo Avenue near 4th Street North 
of Beach Boulevard. All concerts begin 
at 3 p.m. Attendees are invited to join the 
musicians after the concert for refresh-
ments.

The Florida Chamber Music Project 
was founded 12 years ago by violist 
Pardue. Joining her are violinists Patrice 
Evans and Ann Hertler and cellist Laurie 
Casseday. All are members of the Jack-
sonville Symphony.

For advance tickets online: http://fl-
chambermusic.org.

Contributed photo

The Museum of Contemporary Art 
Jacksonville, a cultural institute of the 
University of North Florida, is de-
lighted to announce that it has achieved 
accreditation through the American 
Alliance of Museums (AAM), the 
highest national recognition afforded to 
American museums.

MOCA is among 35 museums to 
earn accreditation or reaccreditation 
during the AAM Accreditation Com-
mission’s most recent cycle and is 
one of three accredited museums in 
Jacksonville, alongside the Museum 
of Science & History and the Cummer 
Museum of Art & Gardens.  

“After the huge success of MOCA’s 
100th anniversary last year, where we 
saw our highest ever visitation, com-
munity engagement, and growth it is 
particularly exciting to announce the 
successful completion of this impor-
tant anniversary project,” said Caitlín 
Doherty, executive director of MOCA 
Jacksonville. “As the first museum in 
Jacksonville to earn accreditation in 

the early 1970s while housed on Art 
Museum Drive, it was of great signifi-
cance to seek this prestigious national 
recognition during our milestone year 
to become accredited for the first time 
in our current location. I am thrilled to 
announce that MOCA Jacksonville is 
once again a fully accredited museum 
as we move into our next century of 
serving this community through art, 
artists, and ideas.” 

MOCA’s strength and sustainabil-
ity as it entered into the accreditation 
process is due, in part, to the support of 

MOCA Jacksonville 
earns highest 

national recognition

MOCA  continues on Page 34
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the University of North Florida. 
In 2009, MOCA became a cultural in-

stitute of the University of North Florida, 
creating a turning point for the museum 
and bringing its ongoing themes of art 
and education full circle. 

The support of UNF broadens the mu-
seum’s reach and capabilities, while cre-
ating opportunities for meaningful work 
that impacts the community and supports 
student learning opportunities.  

“UNF’s museum, MOCA Jacksonville, 
is an important asset to the University 

and our region,” said Dr. Moez Limayem, 
president of the University of North Flor-
ida. “MOCA provides amazing cultural 
experiences for the community as well as 
unprecedented opportunities for our art 
faculty and students. From internships to 
research fellowships, our students gain 
valuable hands-on experience at MOCA.”

MOCA is now counted among the 
1,116 currently accredited museums of 
the estimated 33,000 museums across the 
United States. 

Accreditation signifies excellence to 
the museum community, to governments, 
funders, outside agencies, and to the 
museum-going public. It indicates that 
a museum meets the National Standards 

and Best Practices for U.S. Museums and 
joins a community of institutions that 
have chosen to hold themselves publicly 
accountable to a high standard of excel-
lence. 

Accreditation is determined through 
a process of self-assessment and peer-
review and relies on the institution 
proving itself to be a good steward of its 
resources held in the public trust and a 
commitment to a philosophy of continual 
institutional growth. 

“The museum in clearly a vibrant 
center of art, artists, ideas, and creative 
community engagement,” said Marise 
McDermott, chair of the American Alli-
ance of Museums Accreditation Commis-

sion and president emeritus of the Witte 
Museum. “The staff, board, University, 
and the community are to be con-
gratulated for stewarding an exemplary, 
public-facing art museum for the benefit 
of students and the Jacksonville commu-
nity. It is a model for how a town-gown 
museum can operate successfully in both 
worlds. Congratulations on this achieve-
ment. I know everyone at the museum 
has worked hard to earn this honor.”

Developed and sustained by museum 
professionals for over 50 years, the 
AAM’s museum accreditation program 
is the field’s primary vehicle for quality 
assurance, self-regulation and public ac-
countability. 

“This important milestone is a testa-
ment to the hard work and dedication 
of the MOCA team,” said Anne Joseph, 
chair of MOCA’s Board of Trustees. 
“This was a more than year-long process, 
and a core initiative of our 100th year 
anniversary vision. I am so proud that 
the hard work our staff has been doing 
for years, and the museum’s century of 
commitment to serving the Jacksonville 
community, have been recognized and 
validated by the American Alliance of 
Museums. This high profile, peer-based 
evaluation of the museum’s operations 
and impact not only increases MOCA’s 
credibility and value to stakeholders, it 
sets the museum apart in the field and is a 
powerful tool to help create and leverage 
relationships with peer institutions. This 
only means great things for the Jackson-
ville community, as it looks ahead to a 
future filled with exhibitions, installa-
tions, and loans of artwork of the highest 
caliber, and all in the heart of Downtown 
Jacksonville.”

Local author, R.V. Little, Jr., will 
discuss his recent book, Three Cold Wars: 
A Vermont Citizen-Soldier’s Life In The 
Infantry, that chronicles the military life 
of his father, a Vermonter and long-time 
Jacksonville resident.

The book reveals a man who rose 
from the Great Depression and joined 
the Army National Guard as an Infantry 
private.

He then trained at Camp Blanding near 
Starke in 1941 to 1942, and later gradu-
ated from Officer Candidate School in 
Fort Benning, Georgia.

His following deployments in WWII 
and Korean War combat as an Infantry 
commander resulted in earning three 
awards for valor, two Combat Infantry-
man Badges and surviving three wounds.

Subsequent Cold War service in Troop 
Information and intelligence brought him 
to then West Germany, his third foreign 
Occupation Zone.

Ultimately, then Major Little retired to 
Jacksonville from 1963-2011 where he 
continued to work for the Army Reserve 
at the Naval Air Station.

Originally intended for family, the 
story follows the effects of a military life 
on a family and evolves into a military 
history of a valorous man and untold 
combat. Details are enhanced by the 
writer’s background, as well as extensive 
use of archives and battlefield research 
assisted by four Italian museums.

Listeners will accompany Little 
through all aspects of service and be 

introduced to 
how a military 
career unfolds 
– the training, 
personal life, 
separations, 
movement to 
combat, engage-
ment, wounds, 
and even the 

paperwork battle.
Special emphasis is made on the 

subject’s three Purple Hearts to identify 
the exact enemy, define the wounds, and 
trace medical evacuations and recovery. 
The author also unravels examples of the 
difficulty in accurately discerning what 
occurs on a battlefield.

Accompanying the story are vignettes 
showing the bigger picture of history 
alongside the subject’s service.

The author has significant Vietnam 
and Cold War service in Intelligence and 
Infantry, and his eye for detail equips him 
to interpret a service career and combat 
actions.

Most of his 300 publications were pub-

lished for the Defense Department, the 
President’s Office of National Drug Con-
trol Policy, and as a Jacksonville com-
munity news columnist. Multiple national 
awards allude to significant contributions 
in analysis of military forces and coun-
terdrugs, as well as to Arms Control and 
National Intelligence Estimates.

Articles in the Army Times and U.S. 
Coast Guard Navigator further attest to 
the breadth of his military orientation.

He was commissioned at the University 
of Florida, formerly serving as a Coast 
Guard Auxiliary officer in Mandarin and 
Cecil Field, and he is currently a docent 
for the Camp Blanding Military Museum, 
site of his subject’s first year of federal 
service.

The book covers a number of aspects 
that affect military and Florida interests 
including history, the career path, and 
Army family life that are timeless. It is 
available on Amazon with 327 pages, 
color, 31 maps, over 100 photos, and 
indexed. Autographs are available at the 
presentation on June 12 at 3 pm, or by 
arrangement.
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SEASON SCHEDULE

Roald Dahl’s 
Charlie and the  

Chocolate Factory 
JUNE 26 – AUGUST 17  

Come From Away  
AUGUST 28 – OCT. 5  

The Mystery of  
Edwin Drood  

OCT. 9 – NOV. 16

Elf  
The Musical  
NOV. 20 - DEC. 24

G E T  YO U R  A L H A M B R A  T I C K E TS  TO D AY !

more “loverly”  
than ever.

Join the fun MAY 15 – JUNE 22

MOCA
Continued from 33

Ponte Vedra Library to sponsor author’s discussion on June 12

R.V. Little, Jr.

www.alhambrajax.com
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Looking to manage your federal tax burden more efficiently?Looking to manage your federal tax burden more efficiently?
Consider the potential benefits of municipal bonds.

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN), Member SIPC. Fazio Asset Management is a separate entity from WFAFN.
 © 2025 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC: PM-10062026-7826471.1.1  ADVERTISEMENT

Investments in fixed-income securities are subject to market, interest rate, credit and other risks. Bond prices fluctuate inversely to changes in interest rates. Therefore, a general rise in interest rates can 
cause a bond’s price to fall. Credit risk is the risk that an issuer will default on payments of interest and/or principal. This risk is heightened in lower rated bonds. If sold prior to maturity, fixed income securities 
are subject to market risk. All fixed income investments may be worth less than their original cost upon redemption or maturity. Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network does not provide legal or tax advice.

WHY MUNICIPAL BONDS? 
1. POTENTIAL TAX ADVANTAGES: MUNICIPAL BONDS MAY PROVIDE TAX ADVANTAGES.
2. RELATIVELY STABLE RETURNS: BACKED BY HISTORICAL LOW DEFAULT RATES AND 

CONSISTENT INTEREST PAYMENTS.
3. SUPPORT LOCAL PROJECTS: INVEST IN SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, AND INFRASTRUCTTURE THAT 

HELP ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN AREAS LIKE YOURS.
4. DIVERSIFICATION AND STABILITY: DIVERSIFY YOUR PORTFOLIO WITH AN INVESTMENT CLASS 

GENERALLY ASSOCIATED WITH RELATIVE STABILITY AND CONSISTENT RETURNS.
5. EXPERIENCED GUIDANCE: OUR TEAM OF FINANCIAL EXPERTS CAN HELP YOU NAVIGATE 

THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE MUNICIPAL BOND MARKET AND HELP IN SELECTING THE BEST 
INVESTMENT OPTIONS FOR YOUR UNIQUE FINANCIAL GOALS.

TOWARDS PROTECTING YOUR FUTURE: 
MUNICIPAL BONDS CAN BE AN EXCELLENT CHOICE 
FOR CONSERVATIVE INVESTORS SEEKING TO 
PRESERVE CAPITAL WHILE GENERATING INCOME.

START INVESTING TODAY.
CONTACT ME FOR MORE INFORMAITON ON HOW 
MUNICIPAL BONDS CAN BE A KEY PART OF YOUR 
INVESTMENT STRATEGY. WORK TOWARDS SECURING 
YOUR YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE WHILE MAKING A 
POSITIVE IMPACT ON YOUR COMMUNITY.

Bryan S. Fazio CFP®, QPFC®

Senior Financial Advisor
Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network
Direct: (904) 913-8122
bryan.fazio@wfafinet.com
Fazio Asset Management
130 Corridor Rd.  - Suite 590
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL  32004
www.FazioAssetManagement.com
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Send your sports news to 
news@pontevedrarecorder.com 

For LIVE Sports and updates,
follow our Twitter, @PVR_sports

By Anthony Richards

When Andor Gyulai and Vanessa 
Summers-Gyulai first moved to the Ponte 
Vedra area about three years ago they felt 
like it was a great community to develop 
beach volleyball players and even Olym-
pians.

So, they got right to work trying to 
make that happen and three years later, 
multiple beach volleyball courts are about 
to be opened on June 1 as part of the No-
catee community.

“When we arrived here, we knew there 
were some resources needed and one of 
them was beach volleyball, because it’s 
so far for the kids to go to Jax Beach from 
here,” Gyulai said. “So, I approached the 
county and made the proposition to them 
that there are some really great things with 
beach volleyball in the country, because 
it’s now in every single high school in the 
area and it’s the fastest growing sport in 
NCAA history.”

Gyulai’s expectations for the area are 
high and he has lofty goals that know with 
these designated beach volleyball courts 
located at 707 Little River Road in Ponte 
Vedra, all those goals are now within 
reach.

“We came here to raise some beach 
volleyball Olympians and what’s so excit-
ing is that know we have this avenue to 
do it,” Gyulai said. “We think this is an 
incredible location where we can tap into 
the Nocatee community and really build 
something special here.”

It will start with some camps this 
summer for high school and elite middle 

school players with parents able to learn 
more about the opportunities at www.
stjohnsbeachvolleyball.com.

According to Summers-Gyulai, some 
of the best beach volleyball players in the 
world are shorter, which shows that you 
do not need to be extremely tall to be suc-
cessful at the top level in beach volleyball 
as opposed to maybe the indoor side of 

things. 
“It’s been well established that you 

don’t have to have crazy height in order to 
really have a huge trajectory if you choose 
the sport, which is exciting,” Summers-
Gyulai said. “I tell the moms we work 
with that what’s happening for volleyball 
for girls has never happened before and 
the level of popularity is so extreme, and it 
only continues to grow. Here at St. Johns 
Beach Volleyball, we’re super passionate 
about the sport but one of our trademarks 
is that it’s bigger than volleyball because 
we’re teaching them life skills to thrive no 
matter what they choose to do.”

Gyulai has more than 32 years and 
50,000-plus hours developing elite vol-
leyball players and has created more than 
2,500 instructional videos with some of 
the sport’s greatest players and coaches, 
and he cannot wait to continue to pass 
that on to the local community more than 
he already does as the head coach of the 
Ponte Vedra High boys volleyball varsity 
team where his son Thor plays.

“Just think about how special it’s going 
to be come those Florida summer eve-
nings with the lights on here (at the beach 
courts), there’s just something special 
about that,” Gyulai said.

New beach volleyball courts set to open in Nocatee

Photo by Anthony Richards
Vanessa Summers-Gyulai and Andor Gyulai stand in front of the new beach volleyball courts 
which are set to open in the Nocatee community on June 1.

By Anthony Richards

TruGreen, the nation’s leading lawn 
care treatment provider, is proud to 
announce a groundbreaking partner-
ship with Minor League Baseball that 
includes activations across all 120 clubs, 
a makeover of the home dugout in each 

market, sponsorship of select MiLB team 
grounds crews, and a new initiative called 
“TruGreen Spaces” aimed at revitalizing 
community ballfields and public spaces 
across the country.

The multi-year partnership, which des-
ignates TruGreen as the “Official Lawn 

Care Treatment Provider of MiLB,” 
unites two organizations deeply rooted in 
local communities. 

Through the partnership, TruGreen and 
MiLB will celebrate the local pride as-
sociated with each club, work together to 
keep communities looking their best and 

share in the one-a-kind game day experi-
ences that make Minor League parks so 
special. 

Locally, the Jacksonville Jumbo 
Shrimp completed renovations to VyStar 

Nominate a local field or park to receive possible revitalization

TRUGREEN  continues on Page 36
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Ballpark prior to the start of its season 
and now a local field or park can possibly 
receive a much-needed update as well.

At the heart of the partnership is a 
new initiative called “TruGreen Spaces,” 
which will revitalize public ballfields and 
parks in MiLB markets across the coun-
try. Fans can nominate a local field or 
park at www.MiLB.com/TruGreenSpaces 
through June 30. 

The winning entry will be selected 
from the 120 MiLB club markets.

“At TruGreen, we take great pride in 
understanding what’s happening in the 
hometown communities we serve and a 
big part of that is being the local experts 
who make keeping a great looking lawn 
look easy,” said Kurt Kane, president and 
CEO at TruGreen. “From the ball field to 

the backyard, we’re the pros trusted by 
pros and our exciting partnership with 
Minor League Baseball is the perfect way 
to showcase that.”  

“We couldn’t be more excited to 
welcome TruGreen as an Official Partner 
of Minor League Baseball,” said Uzma 
Rawn Dowler, Chief Marketing Officer 
and Senior Vice President of Global Cor-
porate Partnerships at MLB. “Not only is 
the TruGreen home team dugout takeover 
a great way to express the connection 
between each hometown and the local 
TruGreen team, but the revitalization 
project is a powerful way for fans to be 
even more proud of the place they live.”

Minor League Baseball is the second-
highest attended professional sports 
league in North America (behind only 
Major League Baseball) and the Minors’ 
footprint accesses over 70 percent of the 
U.S. population.

TruGreen
Continued from 35

Contributed photo
TruGreen spaces initiative.jpg: A partnership between TruGreen and Minor League Baseball is 
looking to revitalize a local park or field in one of its 120 markets across the county.

Robinson, 
Lickliter 
awarded 
district 
honors

Ponte Vedra High baseball had a 
couple of district award winners with 
head coach Dennis Robinson being 
named coach of the year and junior 
pitcher Storm Lickliter as player of the 
year.

Photos by Lucy Miller Dennis Robinson

Storm Lickliter

Heffernan finishes 
fifth at state meet
Colette Heffernan 

of Rawlings Elemen-
ary School raced her 
way to an impressive 
5th place finish in the 
1500-meter run at 
the Florida Track and 
Field State Meet. She 
finished with a time of 
5:20.

She is excited to join 
the Landrum Middle 
School cross country 
and track teams next 
year.

Contributed photos

http://www.MiLB.com/TruGreenSpaces
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Wanted to Buy

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, 
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote:  1-888-280-
1115

We Buy Vintage Guitars! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D'Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-866-307-
5421

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 866-472-
8591.

Miscellaneous

Donate your vehicle  to help find 
missing kids and keep kids safe.  
Fast free pickup, running or not, 
24 hr response.  No emission test 
required, maximum tax deduc-
tion.  Support Find the Children 
Call – Call 888-815-4341

Home 
Improvement

Don't Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by our ser-
vice and if we can't fix it, we'll replace 
it!  Pick the plan that fits your budget!  
Call: 1-888-521-2793

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  Call 
1-888-967-1158 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

Home 
Improvement

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home's value! 
Call 24/7:  1-833-714-3745. Have 
zip code of service location ready 
when you call!

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 
other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 1-877-644-9799 Have zip 
code of property ready when calling!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 1-833-754-2465

True Love Was Born In A Stable!
Visit our friendly and unique house  

of worship to see its charm.
Sundays at 9:45 am.

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
904-285-5347 | LordofLifePVB.org

Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

CALL NOW
866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 6/29/25.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

All Line Ads are 4 lines, 
20 to 25 Characters Per Line. 

*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

CLASSIFIED RATES 2025
Message to Advertisers:
All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 

of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #CALL THE RECORDER OFFICE
904-285-8831

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you 
consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and 
service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review 
our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at 
eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Erie Roofing Since 1976

Trust the Nation’s #1 Roofi ng Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

5050%% OFFOFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE 
SCHEDULE TODSCHEDULE TODAY!AY!

Call 1.833.370.1234

CALL TODAY! 1.833.370.1234

Legals

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
File No. CP25-0329
Division 59
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
SILVA JEAN NEILSON 
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of SIL-
VA JEAN NEILSON, deceased, whose 
date of death was February 14, 2025, is 
pending in the Circuit Court for St. Johns 
County, Florida, Probate Division, the ad-
dress of which is 4010 Lewis Speedway, 
St. Augustine, FL 32084. The names and 
addresses of the personal representative 
and the personal representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom 
a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 
3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE 
ON THEM.
The personal representative has no duty 
to discover whether any property held at 
the time of the decedent’s death by the 
decedent or the decedent’s surviving 
spouse is property to which the Florida 
Uniform Disposition of Community Prop-
erty Rights at Death Act as described in 
ss. 732.216-732.228, Florida Statutes, 
applies, or may apply, unless a written 
demand is made by a creditor as speci-
fied under s. 732.2211, Florida Statutes. 
The written demand must be filed with 
the clerk.
All other creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate must file their 
claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORI-
DA STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL 
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM 
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE 
AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this notice 
is May 15, 2025.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/ James E. Bedsole, Esq.
JAMES E. BEDSOLE, ESQ.
FL.Bar No.: 500194
2450 Old Moultrie Road, Ste. 104
St. Augustine, FL 32086
Tel: (904) 797-8701
service@bedsolelaw.com
Personal Representative:
/s/ Carlton Viar
CARLTON VIAR
15033 Keyes Meadow Way
Huntersville, NC 28078
Legal 126391 Published 5/15/2025 and 
5/22/2025 in St. Johns County Ponte 
Vedra Recorder newspaper

Legals

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
File No. CP25-0340
Division 59
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
RACHELLE ANN ALINE ROBSON, 
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of 
RACHELLE ANN ALINE ROBSON, de-
ceased, whose date of death was March 
4, 2025, is pending in the Circuit Court for 
St. Johns County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is 4010 Lewis 
Speedway, St. Augustine, FL 32084. The 
names and addresses of the personal 
representative and the personal repre-
sentative’s attorney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom 
a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 
3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE 
ON THEM.
The personal representative has no duty 
to discover whether any property held at 
the time of the decedent’s death by the 
decedent or the decedent’s surviving 
spouse is property to which the Florida 
Uniform Disposition of Community Prop-
erty Rights at Death Act as described in 
ss. 732.216-732.228, Florida Statutes, 
applies, or may apply, unless a written 
demand is made by a creditor as speci-
fied under s. 732.2211, Florida Statutes. 
The written demand must be filed with 
the clerk.
All other creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate must file their 
claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORI-
DA STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL 
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM 
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE 
AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this notice 
is May 15, 2025.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/ James E. Bedsole, Esq.
JAMES E. BEDSOLE, ESQ.
FL. Bar No.: 500194
2450 Old Moultrie Road, Ste. 104
St. Augustine, FL 32086
Telephone: (904) 797-8701
service@bedsolelaw.com
Personal Representative:
/s/ Christopher M. Curran
CHRISTOPHER M. CURRAN
91 Hickory Ridge Road
St. Augustine, Florida 32084
Legal 126260 Published 5/15/2025 and 
5/22/2025 in St. Johns County Ponte 
Vedra Recorder newspaper

Legals

NOTICE OF SALE OF PEDIATRIC 
MEDICINE PRACTICE

Notice is given that Dr. Anas Al Yazji has 
sold substantially all of the assets of Yazji 
Pediatric Care, LLC, d/b/a Tuka Pediat-
rics, located at 4125 Race Track Road, 
Unit 104, St. Johns, FL 32259, to Pedi-
atrica Health of Florida, LLC. Pediatrica 
Health of Florida, LLC will maintain such 
patient records for the applicable statute 
of limitations. Pediatrica Health of Flori-
da, LLC will provide a copy of or transfer 
any patient records upon request of the 
patient or his or her guardian.
Legal 124711 Published 5/1/2025, 
5/8/2025, 5/15/2025 and 5/22/2025 in 
St. Johns County Ponte Vedra Re-
corder newspaper

Legals

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
File No. CP25-0377
Division 59
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
JEROME TELFAIR, 
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of JE-
ROME TELFAIR, deceased, whose 
date of death was October 27, 2024, is 
pending in the Circuit Court for St. Johns 
County, Florida, Probate Division, the ad-
dress of which is 4010 Lewis Speedway, 
St. Augustine, FL 32084. The names and 
addresses of the personal representative 
and the personal representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom 
a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 
3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE 
ON THEM.
The personal representative has no duty 
to discover whether any property held at 
the time of the decedent’s death by the 
decedent or the decedent’s surviving 
spouse is property to which the Florida 
Uniform Disposition of Community Prop-
erty Rights at Death Act as described in 
ss. 732.216-732.228, Florida Statutes, 
applies, or may apply, unless a written 
demand is made by a creditor as speci-
fied under s. 732.2211, Florida Statutes.
All other creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate must file their 
claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORI-
DA STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL 
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM 
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE 
AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this notice 
is May 22, 2025.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/ James E. Bedsole
JAMES E. BEDSOLE, ESQ.
Attorney for Personal Representative
FL. Bar No.: 500194
2450 Old Moultrie Road, Ste. 104
St. Augustine, FL 32086
Tel: (904) 797-8701
service@bedsolelaw.com
Personal Representative:
Judyth V. Pittman
JUDYTH V. PITTMAN
11694 Carson Lake Drive
Jacksonville, Florida 32221
Legal 127875 Published 5/22/2025 and 
5/29/2025 in St. Johns County Ponte 
Vedra Recorder newspaper

mailto:service@bedsolelaw.com
mailto:service@bedsolelaw.com
mailto:service@bedsolelaw.com
www.LordofLifePVB.org
tel:18333701234
tel:18554171306
tel:8667539521
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OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY  

LEGAL NOTICES

To inquire about placing an ad 
in this section,call 904-264-3200

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

SunSetter. America's number one 
awning! Instant shade at the touch of a 
button. Transform your deck or patio into 
an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year limited 
warranty. Call now and SAVE $350 
today! 1-855-914-1148

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobili-ty with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
877-305-1535 

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest 
rates are way up. Credit cards. Medical 
bills. Car loans. Do you have $10k or 
more in debt? Call National Debt Relief 
and find out how to pay off your debt for 
significantly less than what you owe! 
Free quote: Call 1-844-955-4930

We buy houses for cash as is! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer & 
get paid. Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-844-877-5833

Don't let the stairs limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal solution for anyone 
who struggles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call Ameri-Glide today! 
1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins take less than 60 
seconds. Don't wait! Protect your family, 
your home, your as-sets now for as little 
as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a lim-ited time, waving all 
installation costs! (Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by dealer. 
Offer ends 6/30/25. 1-844-501-3208

Replace your roof w/the best looking & 
longest lasting material steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install + 
Additional 10% off install (military, health 
& 1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term con-tract, no 
hidden fees free activation. All plans 
feature unlimited talk & text, starting at 
just $20/mo. Call 1-877-751-0866

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most 
local MLB Games! Choice Package 
$89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 
devices at once. HBO Max included for 3 
mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No 
contract or hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-866-859-0405

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-tion. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936
 
Dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400+ procedures. Real dental 
insurance - not just a discount plan. Get 
your free Information Kit with details! 
1-855-526-1060 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ads #6258

MobileHelp America's premier mobile 
medical alert system. Whether you're 
home or away. For safety & peace of 
mind. No long term contracts! Free 
brochure! Call 1-888-489-3936

Become a published author. We want 
to read your book! Dorrance Publishing 
trusted since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & distribution. Call 
for free author`s guide 1-877-729-4998 
or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a free 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? 
STORM DAMAGE? You need a local 
expert provider that proudly stands 
behind their work.  Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available.  Call 
1-888-878-9091 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup & restoration: 
A small amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. Our trusted 
professionals do complete repairs to 
protect your family and your home's 
val-ue! Call 24/7: 1-833-887-0117. Have 
zip code of service location ready when 
you call!

Bath & shower updates in as little as 1 
day! Affordable prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Life-time warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & military 
discounts available. 1-877-543-9189

Reach 6 million 
homes nationwide

APPENDIX
AUDIO

AUTHOR
BIBLIOGRAPHY

BINDING
BLURB
BOOKS

BOOKSTORE
BORROW
CHAPTER
EDITION

E-READER
GENRE

HARDCOVER
ILLUSTRATION
IMAGINATION

INTEREST
LIBRARY

NONFICTION
PAGE

READING
SHELVES

SPINE
STORYTELLER

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 866-643-0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

Let’s get social!
“LIKE” US ON

Stay up to date on contests, 
advertising specials, and 

real-time news in Ponte Vedra. 
Our fans get access to 

exclusive content you can’t 
find anywhere else!

mailto:legal@PonteVedraRecorder.com
http://www.den-tal50plus.com/ads
http://www.den-tal50plus.com/ads
http://www.den-tal50plus.com/ads
tel:8666430438
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ACROSS
  1.  Bring up
  7.  Child
 10.  Formal written defense
 12.  Bangladeshi currency
 13.  Burial site
 14.  In the lead
 15.  Large recesses in a church
 16.  Count on
 17.  Defunct phone company
 18.  Golf scores
 19.  Afflicts
 21.  Defensive nuclear weapon
 22.  Prominence
 27.  “The Great Lakes State”
 28.  SoCal ballplayer
 33.  Location of White House
 34.  Magnificence
 36.  Hip hop songstress
 37.  Capital of Yemen
 38.  __ Blyton, children’s author
 39.  Bomb
 40.  Pancake made of 
 buckwheat flour
 41.  Pinkish-violet color
 44.  A way to make right
 45.  Monument to one buried 
 elsewhere
 48.  Region south of Dead Sea
 49.  Acts out against
 50.  Harsh cry of a crow
 51.  Formal title for a woman

DOWN
  1.  Kitchen devices
  2.  Wings
  3.  Mythological birds
  4.  Everyone has one
  5.  Matchstick game

  6.  Bar bill

  7.  Weights

  8.  Satisfactorily

  9.  Small amount

 10.  Tree types

 11.  Small protuberances

 12.  Equivalent of 100K BTU

 14.  Type of horse

 17.  More (Spanish)

 18.  Argentinian province

 20.  A bad act

 23.  Moving in a circular way

 24.  Battery type

 25.  Atomic #58

 26.  Popular breakfast food

 29.  An alternative

 30.  Tooth caregiver

 31.  A way to conform

 32.  Disfigured men

 35.  Cool!

 36.  Genus of mosses

 38.  Body part

 40.  Kashmiri people

 41.  Round water pot

 42.  Something to purchase

 43.  Emit coherent radiation

 44.  Indicates 10

 45.  Advertising metric

 46.  Pitching stat

 47.  Head movement

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Materials offered by Stratton & Company, including articles, booklets, and 
seminars are designed to provide general information on the subjects covered. 
They are not intended to provide specific financial, legal or tax advice. Stratton 
& Company provides insurance and annunities and its representatives does 
not give legal or tax advice. You are encouraged to consult your tax advisor 
or attorney. By contacting us, you may be offered a meeting to discuss how 
our services can meet your retirement needs. Investment advisory services 
offered by duly registered individuals through CreativeOne Wealth, LLC, a 
Registered Investment Adviser. CreativeOne Wealth, LLC and Stratton & 
Company are unaffiliated entities.

SERVING RETIREES FOR OVER 22 YEARS 

RetirementTeam.com

Tax Strategies
for Retirement, 
Your Way™

www.RetirementTeam.com
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(904) 642-5111 (904) 642-5111 
4700 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32216 | www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com

2024 CADILLAC XT5

SALE PRICE $45,520
12,232 MILES | STOCK# Z716645B

2017 CADILLAC XT5

SALE PRICE $18,880
64,199 MILES | STOCK# HZ134523

2024 CADILLAC XT5

SALE PRICE $56,980
15,140 MILES | STOCK# RZ730579

2021 CADILLAC XT5

SALE PRICE $32,390
22,602 MILES | STOCK# MZ119710

2019 CHEVROLET TAHOE

SALE PRICE $26,780
71,420 MILES | STOCK# KR397017

2025 HYUNDAI SONATA

SALE PRICE $29,980
8,456 MILES | STOCK# SA429332

2021 CADILLAC XT4

SALE PRICE $24,780
46,602  MILES | STOCK# MF012645

2016 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN

SALE PRICE $21,320
124,011 MILES | STOCK# GR120118

2023 CADILLAC XT5

SALE PRICE $37,980
9,651  MILES | STOCK# Z101654A

2021 CADILLAC XT4

SALE PRICE $21,980
80,952 MILES | STOCK# MF028086 

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY - READY TO DRIVE OFF THE LOT!

FIRST-EVER ALL-ELECTRIC

2026 V IS T IQ
LUXURY FOR YOUR LIFE

LUXURY 3-ROW ELECTRIC SUV 
305 MILES OF ELECTRIC RANGE*

*When equipped with 11.5 kW onboard charging module. Based on GM segmentation. On a full charge. Actual range may vary based on several factors, including ambient 
temperature, terrain, battery age and condition, loading, and how you use and maintain your vehicle.

http://www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com2024
http://www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com



