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Community gathers 
to observe Holocaust 
Remembrance Day

By Holly Tishfield

On Wednesday, April 23, commu-
nity members gathered at Beth El the 
Beaches Synagogue for an evening of 
remembrance and worship to recognize 
Yom HaShoah, also known as Holo-
caust Remembrance Day.

The program brought together 
members and clergy from multiple 
organizations in the area, such as the 
Jacksonville Jewish Center, the Jew-
ish Federation & Foundation, the Etz 
Chaim Synagogue and The Temple, for 
a moving ceremony. 

“Tonight, we remember the Shoah, 
the millions of people murdered,” said 
Rabbi Benjamin Dyme of Beth El the 
Beaches Synagogue during opening 

By Anthony Richards
The Ribault Garden Club hosted its 

annual district flower show on April 25 
and 26 and this year’s theme was “Mo-
nopoly.”

“Every year it’s a different theme, 
and it always brings out different de-
sign types,” show chairwoman Carolyn 
Stevens said. “For some reason Monop-
oly just seemed like a good fun theme. 
Thinking up a new way to fit that theme 
is part of the fun.”

The show has become a staple of the 
club, having been going on for decades.

There were several divisions that made 
up the show, including one that focused 
on design aspects that used flowers 
through placement as a form of artwork, 

Yom 
HaShoah 
a time to 
remember

Flower show puts unique 
spin on classic game

Photo by Anthony Richards
The Ribault Garden Club in Jacksonville Beach hosted its annual district flower show April 25 
and 26.FLOWER SHOW continues on Page 8

REMEMBRANCE continues on Page 4

(904) 273-2691
615 A1A North, Suite #102

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(on the corner of A1A and Corona Rd)

Celebrating 20 Years of Providing Relief

THE

2023

of Ponte Vedra

Dr. Erika Hamer, 
DC, DIBCN, DIBE
Chiropractic Neurologist, 
Practice Owner/Founder

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT WHICH IS 
PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. CAN NOT BE COMBINED. MAY NOT 
BE VALID FOR FEDERAL PROGRAMS INCLUDING MEDICARE. WITH THIS AD AND ONE TIME USE ONLY. MUST PRESENT COUPON TO RECEIVE SPECIAL PRICING. CANNOT BE APPLIED TO A PREVIOUSLY BOOKED APPOINTMENT.

At Ponte Vedra Wellness Center, we are committed to providing effective, natural 
relief if you are experiencing pain due to an injury or a chronic condition.

Scan to book an 
appointment online.

Consultation & Exam
 A $260 Value!

*Offer also valid for reactivating patients - those not 
seen at the office in the previous six months.

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL*

http://www.lotusofjacksonville.com
mailto:sales@thelink.zone
www.pontevedrawellnesscenter.com
www.worldimportsusa.com
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BRIEFS
Ponte Vedra Community Association plans 
annual meeting

The Ponte Vedra Community Association 
will hold its annual meeting at 4 p.m. Sun-
day, May 4, in the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club 
ballroom. Special guest will be Commissioner 
Krista Joseph, who will discuss county topics 
of interest and take part in a Q&A.

Meeting topics will include: a review of fi-
nancials, a vote on the approval of new board 
members and an open discussion forum.

Members and nonmembers are welcome.
Anyone interested in becoming a board 

member should contact Lori Wells at 
loripvb@yahoo.com.

Sweet Art Gallery to celebrate anniversary
Sweet Art Gallery, 310 Front St., Unit 875, 

Ponte Vedra Beach, will celebrate its first year 
anniversary from 4:30 to 7 p.m. May 10. An 
RSVP is appreciated at 904-686-2787. The 
website for the contemporary fine art gallery 
is thesweetartgallery.com.

St. Johns County to host live surplus 
auction May 17

St. Johns County will host a live surplus 
auction on May 17 at 2416 Dobbs Road, St. 
Augustine. Access to the auction is free and 

open to the public. The early preview day will 
be on Friday, May 16, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The in-person auction day will be on Satur-
day, May 17, with another preview time of 8 
to 10 a.m. and a start time of 10 a.m. Great 
Expectations Auction & Estate Services is 
organizing the public auction. The terms and 
conditions of the auction and details of the ve-
hicles available for purchase are available at 
geauction.com/st-johns-co-surplus-auctions.

The surplus auction will include vehicles, 
trailers, equipment and more. 

‘Minorcans in Florida: A Brief History’ set 
for May 8

Historian Sandie Stratton will speak of 
“Minorcans in Florida: A Brief History” under 
the sponsorship of the St. Augustine Jewish 
Historical Society at 4 p.m. Thursday, May 8, 
at the St. Johns County Public Library Main 
Branch, 1960 N. Ponce De Leon Blvd., St. 
Augustine.

Stratton, who earned a master’s degree 
in American/European history from the 
University of North Florida, will provide a 
foundational understanding as local Jews and 
Minorcans seek together to discover their 
overlapping origins in the Balearic Islands 
off the Mediterranean Coast of Spain over 
the past 10 centuries. Minorcans, those with 
and without Jewish roots were recruited to 
establish New Smyrna Beach and came to St. 
Augustine during the 1770s.

All are welcome to this event. There is no 
charge. No advance arrangements are neces-
sary. For best directions call the Main Library 
at 904-827-6940 or go to sjcpls.org For 
further information about the St. Augustine 
Jewish Historical Society, go to sajhs.com or 
call 804-914-4460.

Guana volunteer orientation planned
Guana Tolomato Matanzas (GTM) National 

Estuarine Research Reserve will offer a new 
volunteer orientation from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
Friday, May 2. Interested volunteers will learn 
about the background and history of the re-
serve, volunteer opportunities and the benefits 
of volunteering at GTM.

Meet at the GTM Research Reserve Visitor 

PUZZLE SOLUTIONSINSIDE
One of Us
Page 6

Business Weekly
Pages 26-30

In the Arts 
Pages 31-33

Sports 
Pages 34-36

Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of 
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —  
we’ll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to  
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at  
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Subscription Rates, Bulk Mail: 
One year, $40; six months, $25. Rates 
not applicable in Canada or overseas. 
To subscribe, call (904) 285-8831.
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COASTAL OAKS IN NOCATEE
260 Topsail Drive

4 BD | 4.5 BA | 3,547 sqft | $1,239,900

HARBOUR ISLAND IN MARSH LANDING
24550 Harbour View Dr

6 BD | 7.5 BA | 4,606 sqft | $2,595,000 
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elizabeth hudgins
904.553.2032

sarah alexander
904.334.3104

© 2025 BHH A�liates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway a�liate, and a franchisee of BHH A�liates, LLC.  Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not veri�ed or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

 #1 Real Estate Team in 2024! Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices • Florida Network Realty
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CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962
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TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!
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LiveScan Fingerprinting 
& Notary Services
· ATF (eft files) - Expungements
· Diocese of St. Augustine
· FBI Background Reports
· Summer Camp - FD-258 Hard Card
· Notary for POAs, Wills, Building 

Permit Forms, Personal Documents
· Notary Signing Agents

(904) 834-9626
scanmanfl@gmail.com
13000 Sawgrass Village Circle, 

Ste. 13, Ponte Vedra Beach
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED BUSINESS

www.scanmanfl.com

THE

2024

of Ponte Vedra

2024

Thank you!
Voted Best Notary

Center, 505 Guana River Road, Ponte 
Vedra Beach. After completing the volun-
teer application at gtmnerr.org/volunteer, 
contact volunteer coordinator Abby Kuhn 
at Abigail.Kuhn@FloridaDEP.gov to 
ensure that it was received.

Grief support group to meet
A grief support group meets on the 

third Wednesday of every month at St. 
Paul's Catholic Church in Room 107 of 
the Family Life Center, 578 First Avenue 
N., Jacksonville Beach. The group is for 
men and women grieving the death of a 
family member or friend. The next meet-
ing will be 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 21. 
For information, call Kathy at 904-553-
8933.

Beach exploration planned

Join volunteers at the Guana Tolomato 
Matanzas (GTM) National Estuarine Re-
search Reserve for a guided exploration 
hike from 9 to 11 a.m. Saturday, May 3.

Learn about the Guana Peninsula’s 
natural biodiversity, expansive cultural 
history, vital estuarine resources and cur-
rent efforts to protect these resources.

Meet at the GTM Research Reserve 
Trailhead Pavilion (west of Guana Dam), 
505 Guana River Road, Ponte Vedra 
Beach.

The event is free but parking is $3 per 
vehicle. Wear comfortable, closed-toe 
shoes. Hat, insect repellent, water and 
sunscreen are also recommended. 

Register at gtmnerr.org/calendar.

Palm Valley Market every Tuesday

The Palm Valley Market is held from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. every Tuesday inside 
the Palm Valley Community Center, 148 
Canal Road. The market offers fresh 
produce, baked goods, local honey, tea, 
seasonal treats, soap, jewelry, plants and 
more.

Nature journaling event planned
Join nature journaling instructor Elaine 

Bergstrom at the Guana Tolomato Matan-
zas (GTM) National Estuarine Research 
Reserve to explore the wonders at the 
reserve from 9:50 a.m. to noon Thursday, 
May 1.

If you are new to nature journaling, this 

Introduction to Nature Journaling class 
will help you sketch and record observa-
tions and curiosities to reconnect with 
nature. Drawing and noting any piece of 
nature is an opportunity to slow down 
and enjoy the moment!

Online registration is required. To reg-
ister, go to gtmnerr.org/calendars.

Meet at GTM Research Reserve Visitor 
Center, 505 Guana River Road, Ponte 
Vedra Beach.

Wear comfortable closed-toe shoes. 
Hat, insect repellent, water, sunscreen 
and binoculars are recommended.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Briefs
Continued from 2

Thinking of Advertising
in the Recorder?  

For more information call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

mailto:scanmanfl@gmail.com
http://www.scanmanfl.com
mailto:Abigail.Kuhn@FloridaDEP.gov
www.tomtroutinc.com
www.beacheshomes.com


Ponte Vedra Recorder · May 1, 20254   COMMUNITY NEWS

What Can Cereset®  
Do for Me & Mine? 
• Increase Your Energy & Performance
 Athletically & Vocationally

• Clear Brain Fog & Cognitive Issues
 Enhance Learning & Memory

• Anxiety and/or Depression
 A harmonized brain may provide you with
 peace, calm, and comfort in the storm.

• Release “Stuck” Stress
	 “Freeze”	and/or	“fight-or-flight”	triggers	
 disappear

• Support Good, Restful Sleep
 Start with a great foundation every day

See the clinical trials at
Cereset.com/research

Cereset® May  
Help Kids Help Their 
Own Brain with 
Behavioral or Mental 
Health Issues
If	you	or	your	child	are	suffering	
with mental health issues, 
contact your local Cereset® 
office	for	a	$99	Introduction	to

Cereset® session to see if this might be the next best option
for you or your family.

Cereset - Ponte Vedra
822 A1A N. Ste. 204 / Ponte Vedra Beach, FL / 32082
904-315-1118 Cereset.com

remarks. “Let us meditate on how we can 
make the world better in their honor.” 

Mariam Feist, CEO of the Jewish Fed-
eration & Foundation of Northeast Florida, 
also shared remarks before Melissa Wil-
liam, a Holocaust educator at LJD Jewish 
Family & Community Services introduced 
the next speaker.

Daniel Ostfeld, a third-generation Holo-
caust survivor, shared his family’s account 
of Holocaust survival by recounting his 
grandfather’s journey.

“I’m very honored to be here and very 
honored to call my grandfather my grand-

father,” Ostfeld said. “His life could be the 
story and plot of many books. It’s the story 
about how, when he was just 15 years old, 
he went to Hell and came back.”

Following Ostfeld’s testimony, six 
survivors and generational survivors came 
up one at a time to light six candles in re-
membrance of the 6 million Jewish victims 
lost during the Holocaust. 

After the six candles were lit, the floor 
was opened to other community mem-
bers in attendance who could come to the 
podium and speak the names of loved ones 
impacted by the Holocaust.

The evening was marked by heartfelt 
prayers, a strong sense of community and 
solemn remembrance of those present in 
spirit.

Remembrance 
Continued from 1

A remembrance sign at the entrance to the synagogue. Community members participating in a candle lighting. Program books and yarmulkes for attendees

Photos by Holly Tishfield
Holocaust survivor and generational stories lined up around the synagogue.

www.cereset.com/research
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MARSH LANDING REALTY | 25655 Marsh Landing Parkway | Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida 32082

marshlandingbeachesrealty.com 

Ponte Vedra Beach |  Jacksonville & the Beaches  |  Intracoastal & Oceanfront Properties

Our team is ready to help with true concierge service. 
Contact us for any of your real estate needs and for a complimentary estimate of your home’s value!

C I C I  A N D E R S O N  &  J E N N A  F I S H E RC I C I  A N D E R S O N  &  J E N N A  F I S H E R  

Cici Anderson 
& Jenna Fisher

RECENTLY SOLD
217A S. Roscoe Blvd. - $4,500,000 
112 Harbourmaster Ct. - $3,500,000
24632 Harbour View Dr. - $2,600,000
125 Carriage Lamp Way - $2,500,000
14402 Marina San Pablo #801- $2,425,000
2 Turnberry Pointe Way - $2,400,000
24741 Deer Trace Dr. - $2,250,000
712 Great Egret Way - $2,150,000
124 Bent Pine Ct. - $2,000,000
24629 Deer Trace Dr. - $1,999,999
7625 Founders Way - $1,999,000
320 N. Sea Lake Ln. - $1,852,000
369 N. Sea Lake Ln. - $1,675,000
8230 Merganser Dr. - $1,650,000
120 Hidden Cove Lane - $1,624,000
7561 Founders Way - $1,575,000
24621 Deer Trace Dr. - $1,560,000 
140 Indian Cove Lane - $1,549,000
132 North Cove Dr. - $1,525,000
8103 Seven Mile Dr. - $1,489,000
104 Lamplighter Island Ct. - $1,450,000
108 Indian Cove Lane - $1,399,000
4325 Blue Heron Dr. - $1,399,000
200 Lamp lIghter Lane - $1.395,000
120 Indian Cove Lane - $1,325,000
40 Jefferson Ave. - $1,320,000
308 Kari Ct. - Over Asking $1,305,000
24543 Deer Trace - $1,299,000
112 Indian Cove Lane - $1,299,000 
91 San Juan Dr. #G3 - $1,270,000 
14402 Marina San Pablo #206 - $1,250,000
3855 Painted Bunting Way - $1,120,000
113 Indian Cove Ln. - $1,115,000
1176 Salt Marsh Cir. - $1,098,000
3237 Fiddlers Hammock - $1,020,000 
189 Buena Vista Dr. - $975,000
2007 Palmetto Point Dr. - $950,000
14402 Marina San Pablo #203 - $925,000
104 Sea Lily Lane - $915,000
1901 1st St. #806 - $880,000
101 Clarendon Rd. - $825,000
55 S. Nine Drive - $759,000
14402 Marina San Pablo #202 - $699,000 
419 La Reserve Cir. - $659,000
81 Millenia Drive - $650,000
1821 Blue Heron Lane - $624,900 
1209 Matengo Cir. - $590,000
33 Loggerhead Lane - $585,000
102 Laguna Villas #H14 - $490,000
105 25th Ave. S. #L34 - $485,000
104 Laguna Villas Blvd. #F24 - $485,000
47 Hiller Lane - $478,000
100 Laguna Villas #G11 - $429,000
164 Laterra Links Cir. #102 - $430,000
9909 Filament Blvd. - $420,000
4300 S. Beach Pkwy. #2206 - $395,000

BUY or SELL with us & receive a complimentary Initiation fee for Social Membership to Marsh Landing CC or The Yards (Golf, Pickleball & Tennis) 
Some restrictions apply.

“It’s All About You”

#2 Top Small Residential Real Estate Team  Northeast Florida - 2024, 2023, 2022, 2021

Represented Sellers

1512 1ST ST. S.
$811,000 - Jacksonville Beach

SOLDSOLD

Represent Buyers

133 WINTERBERRY CT.
$535,000 - St. Johns

Represented Buyers

626 PONTE VEDRA BLVD. #B1
$780,000 - Ponte Vedra Beach

SOLDSOLD

Represented Buyers

628 MIDWAY ST.
$1,900,000 - Neptune Beach

SOLDSOLD

Represented Buyers

177 SAN JUAN DR.
$3,400,000 - Ponte Vedra Beach

SOLDSOLD

Represented Sellers

1306 2ND AVE. N.
$855,000 - Jacksonville Beach

SOLDSOLD

TISH FROCKT, PA
904.710.3862

Realtor
Sales & Marketing 

tishsellsjax@gmail.com

MELINDA MARCHESI
610.812.2926

Realtor
melindasellsjax@gmail.com

PENNY MORAN
904.982.8624

Realtor
pennysellsjax@gmail.com

TOM HUTCHESON
904.687.7727

tomhutchesonbsg
@gmail.com

MELODY JOY SNELEN, PA
904.803.7367

melodyjoyrealestate@gmail.com

Listed by 
Tom Hutcheson

270 PALACE DR.
$485,000 - St. Augustine

55+ Community

NEW LISTING

Listed by 
Tom Hutcheson

134 MARINE ST.
$879,500 or Rent for $3,995/mo.
St. Augustine - Historic District

SOLDSOLD

105 TEAL NEST CT.
$2,999,000 - Marsh Landing

Marsh Views - Pool

44-54 ROSCOE BLVD. N.
$5,000,000 - 6 Lots

Sold Indivudually for $849,999 each
Builder/Lot Package - $1,999,999

202 GALLEON DR.
$1,199,000 - Nocatee Twenty Mile

Waterfront

2865 CASSIA LN.
$1,195,000 | Rent for $4,950/mo.

Tamaya

24420 HARBOUR VIEW DR.
$2,095,000 - Marsh Landing

.75 Acres - Pool

UNDER CONTRACT IN 1 DAY

7520 FOUNDERS WAY
$1,999,999 - Marsh Landing

Pool - Pond Views

UNDER CONTRACT IN 1 DAY

447 ORCHARD PASS AVE.
$449,000

Del Webb Ponte Vedra

104 LAGUNA VILLAS BLVD. #F33
$464,995 - Jacksonville Beach

Oceans Edge Condo

601 1ST ST. S. #4D
$735,000 - Jacksonville Beach

Las Brisas Condos

4528 CAPITAL DOME DR.
$379,000 - Jacksonville

Georgetown - St. Johns Town Center

205 STELLAR CT.
$624,900 - Seaside

Deeded Beach Access

116 BAY HILL CT.
$730,000 

Lagoon Views - Gated Entry

UNDER CONTRACT

301 OSPREY NEST CT.
$1,847,000 - Marsh Landing

Pool - Water Views

UNDER CONTRACT

111 KING SAGO CT.
$1,999,000

Ponte Vedra Pointe

UNDER CONTRACT

3387 LIGHTHOUSE POINT LN.
$769,000

Stunnning Views - Waterfront

NEW LISTING

231 DEER HAVEN DR.
$3,950,000 - Marsh Landing

Waterfront - Dock & Boatlift - Navigable 

NEW LISTING

24631 DEER TRACE DR.
$949,000

Vacant Lot - Waterfront

NEW LISTING

503 RUTILE DR.
$3,895,000 - Old Ponte Vedra
Pool - Walk to Clubs & Beach

NEW LISTING

12776 JOSSLYN LANE
$389,999 - Jacksonville

New Construction

NEW LISTING

79 DOLPHIN BLVD. E.
$689,000

Fully Fenced Yard

NEW LISTING

JENNA FISHER, PA
904.881.4201

Broker
jennasellsjax@gmail.com

CICI ANDERSON, PA
904.537.0457

Founding Realtor, Broker
cicisellsjax@gmail.com

NEW LISTING

621 MIRAMAR LANE
$995,000 - Sawgrass TPC

Complete Renovation - Oversized Lot

UNDER CONTRACT

50 ROSCOE BLVD N.
$1,999,999

Home/Lot Package

mailto:cicisellsjax@gmail.com
mailto:tishsellsjax@gmail.com
mailto:melindasellsjax@gmail.com
mailto:pennysellsjax@gmail.com
mailto:@gmail.com
mailto:melodyjoyrealestate@gmail.com
mailto:jennasellsjax@gmail.com
www.marshlandingbeachesrealty.com
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Madelen Salter

Madelen Salter is market president for Office Images in Jacksonville. In this role, she focuses on business development, market ex-
pansion, talent development and leading innovation regarding the workplace of the future.

As told to Shaun Ryan

Tell me about Office Images
At Office Images we create an experience. We know 

we’ve been successful if there is something we have un-
covered or brought to life in [the client’s] space or within 
the culture of their organization.

We ask questions that are important to understand who 
they are as an organization, what their brand is; we ask 
questions that seem not even relative to office furniture: 
What’s working in your organization? What’s not working 
in your organization? With this move or with this change, 
what do you have to get right? We’re not just saying, “Oh, 
you need six chairs? Well, here’s six chairs.”

We work in industries like health care, education, hos-
pitality, clubhouses and restaurants and lounges and things 
like that — anywhere the public is.

How does it work?
We are educated interior designers, and we partner with 

interior designers, architects, general contractors, commer-
cial real estate brokers and clients to develop spaces that 
they might also be working on.

We have a sales team, an interior design team, project 
coordinators, project managers, installers. So, when a need 
arises — maybe an architect or a designer or the client 
comes to us — then we partner with them to do the design 
services; we literally specify every single piece of furniture 
unique to that client.

It’s not like an Amazon, where it’s like, “Oh, I’m going 
to grab a chair.” We are uniquely designing through our 
main manufacturers and specifying furniture. Then, we 
order, procure, monitor, ship, receive and install.

There’s not an office too small, and there’s not an office 
too big. We can do something as simple as workstations.

What brings clients to you?
Some of them want to work on spaces because they’re 

taking less or more space, or they need the space to do 
something different. Or, they have the opportunity to be 
in a different part of town. Or, the way they engage with 
clients needs to be different as part of their brand.

Most interesting, I would say, sort of post-COVID, 
people are coming back into the office. But people are 
recognizing that, even pre-COVID, their office environ-
ments were rather stale, and they had not invested in them 
because there was really no need to spend that capital.

But now there’s this opportunity to reimagine who they 
are as a culture.

The office is not going to be the only thing that gets 
people to work there, but it can be used as a tool to retain 
employees, retain talent, but also recruit them. 

I also see a lot of care and thought taken in higher educa-
tion, how college students engage with their space. I think 
those students coming into their young professional careers 
are sort of expecting that the spaces they are going to work 
in will be more innovative and pique their curiosity and 
their interest.

How do people find out about you?
Clients that have had an exceptional experience with us 

will recommend us, and we are affiliated with a very large 
manufacturer — the name of that is Haworth — so people 
know us that way. And we’re seen as a thought leader in 
the industry. Our relationships with key businesses and the 
work that we do in the community also helps us.

How can potential clients contact you?
They can email or call us. The website is officeimages-

inc.com.
[Her email address is msalter@officeimagesinc.com. Her 

office phone number is 904-398-9761.]

How big is your team?
There are 31 of us.

Tell me about your background.
I grew up in a very small town in Alabama. I went to 

school at Auburn University and studied interior design and 
human sciences and have an international minor in French.

I spent a good bit of time traveling, studying abroad and 
just fell in love with the connectivity of space; just how you 
feel in a space became something really interesting to me.

I came to Jacksonville to do my internship with a very 
old architectural firm.

I was operating CAD, which is computer-aided draft-
ing and space planning, and I realized very early on in my 
career that I wanted to be able to interact with people in a 
different way than I was able to in that particular role. So, 
I switched and stayed in the design industry in different 
capacities. And then, I worked in real estate for maybe six 
years.

Then, the recession happened, ’08. Our industry was on 
pause.

At that time, I realized that I just really loved the art of 

selling.
I thought: Where can I get a really good, solid sales ex-

perience and training? So, I had an almost 10-year career in 
medical sales. I focused mostly on cardiology sales.

Then, I tripped back into this industry. … My predeces-
sor was retiring and asked me to come here and run the 
business, so here I am.

How long have you lived here?
I have been in Jacksonville since ’01. I lived in Duval 

County and then my husband and I married, and we’ve 
been in St. Johns County since. … 

What do you like best about living here?
What I love about Jacksonville is there are so many 

hidden gems and pockets and places … There’s such a 
neat opportunity for us to continue to evolve and innovate 
and better all of these little areas. So it just continues to be 
interesting.

And we have so much around us — the water and the 
parks and all that.

It’s a friendly place. It’s a friendly place to do business. 
It’s a friendly place to build relationships and raise a family.

When I moved to Jacksonville, I remember coming in 
that night; it’s so beautiful when you come into the city at 
night, all the bridges and the lights reflecting off the water 
— it’s just really gorgeous. We take it for granted.

So, I love it. I’m almost certain that I’ll never leave.

Contributed photo
Madelen Salter

mailto:msalter@officeimagesinc.com
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BIG FIRM CAPABILITIES,
SMALL FIRM RELIABILITY
• Personal Taxes
• Business Taxes
• Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
• Outsource CFO
• Specializing in small business  
  & individual taxation
• Tax planning for individuals  
  & small business

Schedule a Consultation Today! 904-600-5533

Tammy Long, CPA   

2202 Sawgrass Village Dr, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
328 Stiles Ave., Ste 1, Orange Park, FL 32073

We Trim & Remove Everything!We Trim & Remove Everything!
• Workers Compensation
• Stump Grinding & Debris Hauling
• Fully Equipped
• 30 Years Experience

904-285-4625904-285-4625
TREE MASTERSTREE MASTERS

Expert Crane RemovalExpert Crane Removal

FREE CONSULTATIONS AND ESTIMATES

SHIELDSSHIELDS

By Anthony Richards

ALS is a disease that 
takes away one’s ability to 
perform physical activities 
such as playing golf, so the 
Ring of Honor Golf Classic 
was established as an annual 
event that not only remembers 
those who have lost their lives 
to ALS but to fight along with those 
currently faced with it.

According to the ALS Association, 
which is the world’s leading organization 
dedicated to ALS, someone is diagnosed 
with the disease every 90 minutes.

The disease is a progressive neurode-
generative disease that affects nerve cells 
in the brain and spinal cord and takes 
away a person’s ability to walk, talk and 
eventually breathe.

It is also commonly known as Lou Geh-
rig’s Disease, in honor of the hall of fame 
baseball player who died from the disease 
and is known for his farewell speech at 
Yankee Stadium as the disease forced him 
to retire, and he famously said, “Today, I 
consider myself the luckiest man on the 
face of the earth.” 

The Ring of Honor Classic 
has become a distinguished 

event by the ALS Association 
and a major fundraiser that 
brings together business and 
community leaders from 
across Northeast Florida 

looking to do their part to 
provide support.

Funds raised by the golf tourna-
ment will go towards continued help 

for those fighting with ALS and their 
families through assistance with patient 
care, advocacy, and the continued efforts 
to find a cure with further research, as cur-
rently there is still no known cause or cure 
for the disease.

Through an extensive network, the ALS 
Association has a presence in each state.

The event will begin at 10 a.m. on Mon-
day, May 5 at Marsh Landing Country 
Club in Ponte Vedra Beach.

The event will include a live auction 
hosted by local sports anchor Dan Hicken 
as part of the fundraising efforts.

To learn more about the tournament, 
sponsorship opportunities or to sign up 
to golf, people can go to www.als.org/
RingofHonor.

Golf event fights ALS 
with every swing

Harvest Awards 
set for May 8

By Shaun Ryan

The fifth annual St. Augustine Food 
+ Wine Festival, set for May 7-11, will 
feature a special event on Thursday, 
May 8.

Harvest Awards & Tastings, pre-
sented by St. Johns Food Service and 
The Ponte Vedra Recorder, will be held 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Hyatt 
Place, Vilano Beach/St. Augustine, 
117 Vilano Road, St. Augustine. The 
festivities will feature live music from 
Tony Scozzaro.

This will be an opportunity to taste 
fare from some of Northeast Florida’s 
best fine-dining restaurants. A curated 
group of restaurants has been invited to 
participate in this event.

Professional culinary judges will of-
ficiate as the restaurants compete for a 
celebrated Harvest Award. One critical 
component is that each tasting dish is 

required to incorporate the use of a lo-
cal ingredient.

Guests in attendance will receive a 
wine glass to enjoy tasting wines and 
the festival’s official beverages, located 
throughout the Hyatt Place Vilano 
Beach ballroom.

Celebrity guest judges include Chef 
Jeff, Jordan Wilkerson of First Coast 
Living, Jesse Blanco of Eat It & Like 
It, Leigh Cort of the Women’s Food Al-
liance, Susan Griffin of The Recorder 
and Craig Smith of Alhambra Theatre 
& Dining.

Tickets are $105 per person and are 
limited in number as the space has 
restricted attendance. Attire is business/
casual. Must be 21 years old or older to 
attend.

For tickets and further information, 
go to staugustinefoodandwinefestival.
com/events/harvest-awards.

http://www.als.org/
www.elevatedcpasolutions.com
tel:9042854625
www.weinsurepontevedra.com
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We are your hometown 
St. Johns County
Habitat for Humanity

Donate your idle vehicle
and help drive a local family into a 
Habitat for Humanity of St. Johns home!

Cars for Homes
donations are tax deductible
net proceeds stay local
free pickup and towing

Simply call 877-277-4333 or
visit habitatstjohns.org/cars4homes

Are you looking for meaningful work where you can 
make a difference in people’s lives?

NOW HIRING
SALES PROFESSIONALS &

PART-TIME STAFF

Interested? Let’s Talk.

Join our compassionate and professional team at Hardage-
Giddens. We are seeking caring individuals who are dedicated 
to helping families through some of their most difficult times.

Apply now and become part of a team that truly cares.
1701 Beach Blvd, Jacksonville Beach, FL

904-249-2374
jennifer.crews@dignitymemorial.com

• SALES PROFESSIONALS 
Guide families through planning 
with empathy and professionalism 
- ideal for those with sales or 
customer services experience

• Commission-based with 
flexible hours

• Compassionate and 
respectful demeanor

• Strong communication 
skills

• Professional appearance
• Reliable transportation

POSITIONS AVAILABLE: REQUIREMENTS:

while horticulture and youth were a 
couple of the other divisions on display 
with 48 designs featured in this year’s 
showcase.

According to Amy Wilson, the club’s 
horticulture chair, exploring the options 
and seeing the creativity that is used to 
match the theme is one of the things that 

always amazes her.
“Sometimes I think of something, and 

I think well everyone’s probably going to 
do that same thing, but then I’ll end up 
doing it and no one thought of it, so it just 
shows how everyone sees things differ-
ently,” Wilson said.

There were many clubs throughout the 
district and surrounding counties that had 
members who took part in the competi-

Flower show
Continued from 1

FLOWER SHOW  continues on Page 9

Photos by Anthony Richards
Flowers were used and represented in a variety of ways at the show.

Susan McCormick was one the first-place winners at the show with her artwork called “Pacific 
Peek-a-boo.”

mailto:jennifer.crews@dignitymemorial.com
www.habitatstjohns.org/cars4homes
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4 Bedrooms | 4 Bathrooms | 4,333 sq. ft. | $2,986,000
 Step inside 3255 Old Barn Road West and experience a 

completely updated one and a half story home that is perfect for 
entertaining family and friends. With over 4300 square feet of 

design this 4-bedroom 4 bath coastal contemporary is light and 
spacious, with an open floor plan that connects the large kitchen, 
dining and great room. This energy e�cient home has solar energy 

that converts sunlight into electricity that powers the home. 
Spectacular water to golf views of the 3rd hole of the Sawgrass 

South Course awaits you from your private oasis in a country club 
setting. Sawgrass Country Club, a private member owned club, is 
uniquely situated in an oceanfront gated community, with private 
deeded beach access, in the heart of Ponte Vedra Beach. Walk to 

the beach, watch waves roll in across the shore and enjoy the 
beauty and mystique of the charming seaside neighborhood of 

Old Barn Island in Sawgrass!

  Enjoy Sawgrass Living ... Simply the Best!

311 3rd St. N.
Jax Beach

904.853.6217

150 Fountains Way
St. Johns 

904.343.0882

 Open 7 Days A Week
11 am to 2:30 pm

4 pm to 10 pm

Authentic Indian 
and Nepali Cuisine

Eat Local!

Scan to place online 
order at Jax Beach 

location 

Scan to place online 
order at St. Johns 

location 

TWO LOCATIONS: 

Welcome 2025! BOOK RESERVATIONS NOW
FOR ALL YOUR EVENTS & CELEBRATIONS!

WWW.JAXSPICE.COM  | jaxspicefamily@jaxspice.com

tion, including garden clubs from 
Gainesville, St. Augustine, Amelia 
Island, Green Cove Springs and Flem-
ing Island. All of which are part of the 
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs.

The Ribault Garden Club is a non-
profit educational organization that 
aims to kindle a passion for growing 
plants and flowers to people of any 
age. 

As a result, the youth division is one 
of the aspects of the show the club is 
most proud of, as they understand how 
important a role introducing children 
to growing plants can play for them 
moving forward.

“You’d be surprised how many 
people getting started doing some-
thing like this as a youth end up being 
environmentalists,” Stevens said. “We 
sponsor a lot of environmental spon-
sorships, and the Florida Federation of 
Garden Clubs has a camp, which is the 
only one in the entire nation that’s held 
by garden clubs. It is a really great 
organization.”

Flower show
Continued from 8

Photos by Anthony Richards
The show included a youth division where students from various area schools 
took part through partnerships with the club.

The show went all out with the “Monopoly” theme and even 
had a jail which made for a unique photo opportunity.

Two of the pieces entered in the “Go directly 
to jail” category.

Entrants in the show’s horticulture division. Attendees voted on their favorite exhibit at 
the show.

mailto:jaxspicefamily@jaxspice.com
www.jaxspice.com
www.janetwestling.com
https://www.edwardsragatz.com/
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Spoil Mom with Sparkling Surprises
THIS MOTHER’S DAY

Unique jewelry, vintage and antique, new arrivals weekly.
Estate Jewelry is full of exciting surprises. There is always something unexpected to find.

ESTATE JEWELRY • NEW JEWELRY • BRIDAL • WATCHES • CUSTOM

Shop online at esplingjewelers.com
Where Expert Service Meets Your Jewelry Needs

MANDARIN
9825 San Jose Blvd #40

904-268-7975

JACKSONVILLE BEACH
3988 3rd Street South

904-280-7700

HOURS: Tues - Sat 10am - 5pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

LAB CREATED DIAMOND EARRINGS 
ARE IN STOCK & ON SALE!

Available in 1 carat 2 carat 3 carat or more! 
1 carat total weight starting at $949 

The Social Society to host Moms Night Out
By Holly Tishfield

The Social Society is inviting moms 
to come celebrate everything that makes 
them extraordinary during the new 
“Moms Night Out: Sip. Create. Bloom” 
event, hosted at Nocatee’s one-stop-shop 
for all things party-related.

On Thursday, May 8, from 7 to 9 p.m. 
moms from the area can grab their friends 
for a well-deserved night out filled with 
a fun craft, a stunning flower bar and 
bottles of bubbly prosecco. 

Since its opening in September, The 
Social Society has hosted a variety of 
community-centered events at its colorful 
storefront and plans to continue expand-
ing these events in the future, starting 
with its first-ever Moms Night Out.

“This is a special night out for moms,” 
said Seri Kertzner, founder and owner of 
The Social Society. “The particular craft 
was sent to me by one of my customers 
and I thought it was absolutely genius.”

The craft in question? One of today’s 
most popular at-home trends: bedazzling. 

More specifically, bedazzling a book.
Kertzner said guests can either bring 

their own books or purchase one of the 
many book/notebook options available 
at The Social Society for 10% off. Other 
supplies will be provided.

“This is such an easy craft; you need 
no experience,” said Kertzner. “You need 
nothing but friends, wine and a good 
time.” 

The Moms Night Out is unique for 
The Social Society as it will be the first 
time an event includes a DIY flower bar, 

where guests can create a dazzling bou-
quet to take home.

There will also be light snacks and 
mini charcuterie cups, which is a distinc-
tive touch for the event at The Social 
Society.

Tickets are now on sale for the “Moms 
Night Out: Sip. Create. Bloom” event. 
Anyone is welcome to attend, but guests 
must be 21 and older. 

To purchase a ticket, go to thesocialso-
ciety.com and toggle over to the “events” 
tab.

Celebrating well-deserved moms at The Social Society.Guests can expect floral fun at the DIY bar during Moms Night Out.

www.esplingjewelers.com
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Mother’s Day Gift Guide
By Holly Tishfield

With little more than a week until 
Mother’s Day, it’s time to start think-
ing about that perfect gift for the spe-
cial women in your life, if you haven’t 
already. Mothers appear to us in many 
ways, from the woman who raised you 
to the woman who helped raise your 
own children, and all deserve to be 
recognized. What better way to say “I 
love you” or “thank you” than to shower 
Mom with one of these beautiful gifts 
or experiences that’ll leave her a little 
misty-eyed?

The Social Society
The Social Society’s got your back 

with dozens of perfect gifts tailored 
specifically for Mom or your mother-
adjacent figure. Pick up one of the 
beautiful, inspirational books, such as 
“All the Love You Carry” by Charis Ed, 
to remind Mom how much you love her. 
Grab a Pink Ceramic Cow Girl Boot Vase 
to house that bouquet of a dozen roses 
you’ll drop off on Sunday morning. The 
Mama Bear Hook Pillow is there to both 
beautifully adorn her couch and also let 
her know you’re always thinking of her. 
There are the Mischief Candles with 
labels that say things like “Hot Mama” 
and “Cool Auntie” for the new moms and 
bestest aunts that you know or the Straw-
berry Aluminum Picture Frame ready to 
display your latest adorable family photo.

Underwood Jewelers
Celebrate Mom with a little extra 

sparkle from Underwood Jewelers. 
From dazzling rings and jewel-encrusted 
pendants to timeless Rolex pieces, you’ll 
find something as special as she is. 
Underwood’s is a proud member of the 

American Gem Society, in which only the 
most ethical, educated and consumer-pro-
tective jewelers are qualified to join. Not 
sure where to start? Let one of Under-
wood’s expert associates help you pick 
the perfect gift to show your love.

Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa
Treat Mom to an afternoon at the 

Spa at Sawgrass with treatments from 
massages to facials, body wraps to CBD 
enhancements, manicures to pedicures, 
reflexology and more. The Spa is cur-
rently running a Mother’s Day Gift 
Card Promotion that offers customers a 
voucher for future use when they spend 
$75 or more on gift cards purchased at 
the Spa. After a relaxing morning of 
pampering, take Mom to Vernon’s First 
Coast Kitchen, located in Sawgrass Mar-
riott Golf Resort & Spa, for a Mother’s 
Day Tea complete with a complimentary 
flower bar for children and families to 
create bouquets for the mothers and 
mother figures in their lives. The event 
is ticketed and takes place on Saturday, 
May 10, from 1 to 3 p.m. On Sunday, 
May 11, there’s another opportunity 

for indulgence with a Mother’s Day 
Brunch at Vernon’s First Coast Kitchen 
at Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa. 
Reservations are needed, so be sure to 
grab your spot while there’s still time.

St. Augustine Food + Wine Festival
Gather the whole family and head to 

the St. Augustine Food + Wine Festival, 
a showcase of culinary, beverage and 
culture that highlights celebrity guest 
chefs, celebrity winemakers/proprietors, 
local chefs, artisans and local craft spirits/

GIFT GUIDE  continues on Page 13

Contributed photo
The Social Society has dozens of perfect gifts 
tailored specifically for Mom.

Contributed photo
St. Augustine Food + Wine Festival

131 1st Ave N 102 
Jacksonville Beach

904-372-0537 

ConneCting Food & Culture

(pronounced wah-hah-kah)

www.theoaxacaclub.com

All Day Happy Hour!

Monday - Thursday

11am - 6pm

Dia Feliz!

theoaxacaclub.com

Reservations are being accepted for a 
Mother’s Day brunch, to be held 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Sunday, May 11, at Argyle, 
254 Alta Mar Drive, Ponte Vedra Beach. 
Chef Jon’s Brunch Buffet will feature 
live music. The price is $80-plus for 
adults and $25-plus for children.

Reservations may be made at ex-
ploretock.com/argyle-ponte-vedra-
beach.

The phone number for Argyle is 
904-395-3114. The email address is 
info@argylepvb.com. The website is 
argylepvb.com.

Argyle plans Mother’s Day brunch

Thinking of Advertising in the Recorder?
For more info, call (904) 285-8831 to speak with a Sales Rep.

mailto:info@argylepvb.com
http://www.theoaxacaclub.com
www.pvspa.com
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• Interest Free Terms Available.
• Trade-Ins Accepted.

             Reg.            Sale
½ carat*      $   1200.00      $  1020.00
1 carat*      $   2950.00       $  2507.50
2 carat*      $   9500.00       $  8075.00

Solitaire Necklace Savings Examples
              Reg.              Sale
½ carat*      $   2100.00       $  1785.00
1 carat*       $   5900.00       $  5015.00
1½ carat*     $   9900.00       $  8415.00
*Total weight may vary by 5%.

For a limited time, our entire selection
of regular Underwood quality diamond ear studs

and pendants has been reduced 15%.

Ear Studs Savings Examples

Vernon’s offers 
Mother’s Day Tea, 

brunch buffet
From 1 to 3 p.m. on Saturday, May 

10, Vernon’s First Coast Kitchen & 
Bar celebrates mom with an exclu-
sive Mother’s Day Tea, including a 
complimentary flower bar for children 
and families to create bouquets for the 
mothers and mother figures in their 
lives.

The afternoon tea service will fea-
ture sweet and savory treats including 
assorted mini quiches, sandwiches, 
deviled eggs, lemon meringue tartlets, 
mini cakes, house-crafted seasonal 
fruit scones and more. 

Price: $50 per adult, $30 per child, 
plus taxes and fees. 

 On Sunday, May 11, Vernon’s First 
Coast Kitchen at Sawgrass Mar-
riott Golf Resort & Spa will offer a 
Mother’s Day brunch buffet as special 
as mom is. Menu highlights include 
a seafood station, prime rib action 
station, banana French toast casserole, 

soups, salads, desserts and more.
Price: $90 per person, with compli-

mentary parking via validation. Note 
the restaurant will be open for brunch 
service only on this date. 

Highlights include:  
• Seafood Station including crab and 

jumbo shrimp; chilled mussels esca-
beche; oysters  

• Prime Rib Action Station with 
potatoes, gremolata and beef au jus  

• Banana French Toast Casserole 
with root vegetables, tomato stew 

• Drunken Peaches Hummingbird 
Cake 

• Soups, salads, desserts and more 
Vernon’s First Coast Kitchen & Bar 

is located at Sawgrass Marriott Golf 
Resort & Spa, 1000 PGA Tour Blvd., 
Ponte Vedra Beach.

For more information, or to book, 
go to opentable.com and search for 
Vernon’s Restaurant.

Contributed photo

D A Y

CE L EBRATE

a t

Gift Card Specials atGift Card Specials at
Sawgrass SpaSawgrass Spa

5.10 Mother’s Day Tea at5.10 Mother’s Day Tea at
Vernon’sVernon’s  

5.11 Mother’s Day Brunch5.11 Mother’s Day Brunch
at Vernon’sat Vernon’s  

www.sawgrassmarriott.comwww.sawgrassmarriott.com

http://www.sawgrassmarriott.com
www.underwoodjewelers.com
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beers. The event takes place from May 
7-11 in the beautiful and historic St. 
Augustine.

Espling Jewelers
This Mother’s Day, Espling Jewelers 

offers timeless gifts that celebrate the 
love and strength of moms everywhere. 
From vintage diamond rings to elegant 
pearl necklaces, their curated collection 
blends classic beauty with modern style. 
With a legacy of quality and personal 
service, Espling helps you find the perfect 
piece to show your appreciation. Shop 
online or in-store to find a gift she’ll 
cherish for years to come.

Jacksonville Symphony 
Take Mom to the Jacksonville Sym-

phony to witness “Cirque of Ice and 
Fire,” a thrilling and fantastic show filled 
with strong men, aerial flyers, contortion-
ists and more as the Symphony creates 
the perfect soundtrack by performing 
classical masterpieces designed specially 
to elevate the senses. Guests can expect 
to witness world-record holders, former 

Olympians and some of the most experi-
enced cirque talent ever seen in a fusion 
of two breathtaking art forms.

Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens
Get wild and wacky with a Mother’s 

Day trip to the Jacksonville Zoo and Gar-
dens, the only walking safari in Northeast 
Florida. Discover the Earth’s wildlife 
through interactive and educational expe-
riences, take a train ride around the zoo’s 

breathtaking property or feed the giraffes 
as you witness the very best of the zoo’s 
animal wellness team. This Mother’s 
Day, moms can enjoy free general admis-
sion with the purchase of a child’s ticket 
by using the code ‘MothersBOGO2025’ 
at checkout. The ticket is only valid on 
May 11, 2025. Offer applies to one child 
ticket (ages 3-12). Children ages 2 and 
younger receive free admission. Tickets 
are non-refundable and non-transferable.

Gift Guide
Continued from 11

Spice up brunch this 
Mother's Day

Children commonly like to give their 
mothers a break from cooking on Mother's 
Day.  This recipe for "Wee Chicken & Waffles 
with Jezebel-Maple Syrup" from Denise Gee's 
"Southern Appetizers: 60 Delectables for 
Gracious Get-Togethers" (Chronicle Books) 
utilizes commercially available miniature 
waffles and popcorn chicken bites to create 
a chicken and waffles dish with a kick. Serve 
alongside mini muffins, deviled eggs, cheese 
and crackers, and other brunch dishes that are 
simple for youngsters and their little fingers to 
prepare. 

Wee Chicken & Waffles with 
Jezebel-Maple Syrup
Serves 10 to 12, Three or Four Waffles Each

Jezebel-Maple Syrup
2	 cups maple syrup
1/4	 cup pineapple preserves
1/4	 cup apple jelly
1 1/2	 tablespoons prepared horseradish
3/4	 teaspoon ground black pepper
1/2	 teaspoon salt

40	 mini waffles from a 10.9-ounce
	 package, lightly toasted
40	 pieces cooked fried popcorn
	 chicken
Finely chopped fresh Italian flat-leaf parsley 
or green onion for garnish (optional)
Hot sauce for serving

To make the syrup: In a large microwave-
safe glass measuring cup with pour spout 
(one holding at least 3 cups) or a bowl, add 
the maple syrup, pineapple preserves, apple 
jelly, horseradish, pepper, and salt; whisk to 
combine.

Microwave the mixture on high for 35 
seconds. (You also can heat it in a small 
saucepan on low until the mixture is warm.) 
Stir and taste, adjusting the flavor if desired. 
Set the syrup aside.

Place the toasted waffles on a large 
serving platter. Top each waffle with a piece 
of chicken. Drizzle the chicken-waffle bites 
with about 1 teaspoon of the syrup. Garnish 
with the parsley, if desired, and serve with the 
remaining syrup and hot sauce.  

www.underwoodjewelers.com
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U F  H E A LT H  O R T H O PA E D I C S ,  W I T H  E X P E R T  
F O O T  A N D  A N K L E  C A R E .

Whether you’re missing out on pickleball, planting tulips, swinging a golf club, or just 

taking those early morning walks, the board-certified orthopaedic specialists with UF 

Health Orthopaedics can help you get back to living your best life. We have a history of 

being recognized for our award-winning care, including earning Healthgrades America’s 

100 Best Orthopedic Surgery Award. Don’t live in pain or miss out on the activities that 

bring you joy when UF Health Orthopaedics can help get you moving again.

O F F I C E  L O C A T I O N S  I N  
N O C A T E E  •  P A L M  C O A S T  •  S T .  A U G U S T I N E

GET BACK 
TO THE GAME.

Call 888.481.2135 or visit 
StJohns.UFHealth.org/foot 
to make an appointment today.

A nurse’s calling at UF Health Primary Care – Nocatee
By Holly Tishfield

Gregg Herrmann has always consid-
ered himself a caretaker. The kind of 
person to help when another is in need, 
the kind of person who values health in 
every capacity, the kind of person willing 
to answer the call of duty when it came 
knocking on his door. 

When Herrmann was preparing to 
graduate high school in the ’90s, he 
planned to attend UC Berkeley to study 
psychology. Around the same time, his 
father suffered a massive heart attack. 

Herrmann’s father survived, but the 
experience changed the course of Her-
rmann’s life. He studied psychology at 
the University of North Florida instead, 
sticking close to home and relishing the 
time spent with family.

Herrmann’s career in psychology didn’t 
unfold as planned, leading him to pursue 
licensure in massage therapy instead. 
He spent nearly nine years as a massage 
therapist before reaching a turning point 
in his professional journey.

On a whim, a friend who worked at 
Wolfson’s Children’s Hospital asked 
Herrmann if he’d thought about nursing. 
He hadn’t, but decided to take up a posi-
tion as a tech on the respiratory floor at 
Wolfson’s.

“I really enjoyed nursing in a hospi-
tal, so I went back to school and got my 
degree in nursing,” Herrmann said.

After attending Florida State College at 

Jacksonville and the University of North 
Florida, Herrmann earned his title as a 
registered nurse with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Nursing. 

He worked the intensive care unit at 
Wolfson’s for about 12 years and enjoyed 
every moment of it, expanding his knowl-
edge of the field and taking in every 
experience that he could soak up. 

During the pandemic, Herrmann 
switched to the emergency department to 
help with the influx of sick patients, stay-
ing for a handful of months before mov-
ing back to the pediatric operating room 
on a different level of the hospital. 

When Herrmann relocated to Nocatee 
a few years ago, he reassessed opportuni-
ties for nursing and took a new position 
as a clinical nurse supervisor for primary 
care at UF Health Primary Care — No-
catee.   

“I’ve enjoyed the ambulatory setting,” 
Herrmann said. “I’m looking forward to 
finding out where the rest of my career 
goes. Being able to be there for the 
patients has always been my biggest hope 
and desire.”

In terms of advice for future nurses, 
Herrmann encourages any who feel the 
pull of the career to listen to the call, just 
like he did.

“Nursing is a great field because it’s so 
vast,” he said. “There are so many things 
you can do. Do what’s in your heart and 
the rest is going to find its way.”

Contributed photo
Greg Herrmann, BSN RN

www.StJohns.UFHealth.org/foot
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Could it be a hernia?
8 silent signs 

If left untreated, your hernia could grow, get more painful, or even 
become dangerous at some point. And a hernia won’t go away on its 
own. The good news is today’s minimally invasive hernia treatment 
options, including robotic-assisted surgery, can offer you fast recovery.

Yes, women get hernias — but the signs are not always obvious. 
Most common is a bulge in the abdomen, but here are some other 
symptoms that you may be more likely to ignore:  

• Pain in the pelvic area
• Nausea and vomiting
• Fever
• Constipation
• Feeling full and bloated

• Heartburn
• Weakness and muscle fatigue  

in the upper leg or groin
•  Pain when lifting or coughing

For more information or to request an appointment:
Visit BaptistHernia.com, call 904.202.2019 or scan the QR code.

© Baptist Health 2025Physicians providing care at Baptist hospitals are not employees or agents of the hospital. 

Businesses celebrate 
nurses locally

By Holly Tishfield

National Nurses Week begins 
on May 6 and extends through 
May 12 , a time to recognize 
the invaluable contributions 
of nurses worldwide and the 
real-life challenges they face 
every day. The first National 
Nurses Week was celebrated in 
the fall of 1954, though now we 
celebrate the week in spring and 
coincide the ending with Flor-
ence Nightingale’s birthday, in 
recognition of the woman con-
sidered the founder  of modern 
nursing. To support the incred-
ible nurses in our community, 
we’ve compiled a helpful list of 
the best Nurses Week food and 
dining deals for nurses, includ-
ing confirmed discounts and 
speculated discounts based on 
offerings from previous years. 
Note that this list is not final-
ized. Please check with these 
restaurants before ordering as 
specials may be different this 
year than in the past.

Ways communities 
can honor local nurses 

• Recognize nurses at public 
events. Parades, high school sport-
ing events, holiday tree lighting 
ceremonies, and other community-
centric events draw large crowds. 
That makes these events the 
perfect time to honor local nurses 
and emphasize all the work they 
do to help their neighbors. Ask 
a local nurse or two to serve as 
grand marshal(s) in a holiday pa-
rade and/or let local nurses flip the 
switch at a tree lighting ceremony. 
Community dignitaries like a 
mayor or local police chief can 
explain who the honoree is once 
the crowd gathers.

• Support a nursing charity. A 
community-wide campaign to sup-
port a charity that benefits nurses 
or causes important to nurses can 
be a great way to thank them for 
all they do. Various domestic and 
international organizations are 
linked to the nursing profession. 
Prior to introducing a campaign, 
community leaders can speak with 
local nurses to see if there is any 
specific charity or cause impor-
tant to them. Some charities may 
provide job training in communi-

ties where nursing shortages have 
made it hard for locals to access 
quality health care, while others 
may finance health care opera-
tions, including staffing of nurses, 
in underprivileged countries.

• Publicize and support efforts 
to improve on-the-job safety 
for nurses. Communities that 
want to express their appreciation 
for nurses can support efforts to 
ensure working conditions are safe 
for nurses and that nurses don't 
need to reach into their own pock-
ets in an effort to avoid illness.

• Embrace public health ef-
forts. One of the most effective 
ways to honor local nurses is to 
take a little off their professional 
plate. Community leaders can urge 
residents to get their annual flu 
shots and update other vaccina-
tions in an effort to keep hospital 
admissions low, which in turn 
makes nurses' jobs easier.

Nurses are worthy of praise. 
Communities can do much to 
show these invaluable health care 
professionals how much their 
efforts and sacrifices are appreci-
ated.  

Food & Dining
● Applebee’s: Free appetizer 

with the purchase of an entree at 
participating restaurants. Custom-
ers must mention the offer and 
show a valid badge.

● Buffalo Wild Wings: A 
predicted 20% discount with a 
valid ID.

● BurgerFi: Typically offers a 
20% discount with a valid ID.

● Chick-fil-A: Oftentimes, 
local franchises will offer com-
plimentary entrees or discounts. 
Check your local store for details.

● Chicken Salad Chick: 
A BOGO deal on large Quick 
Chicks on May 9.

● Cinnabon: In the past, 
nurses have received a free clas-
sic cinnamon roll or a Minibon 
roll at select locations.

● Dunkin’: Historically offers 
a free medium hot/iced coffee on 
May 6 at select Dunkin’ loca-
tions. No purchase necessary.

● Insomnia Cookies: Will 
likely offer nurses a free cookie 
(no purchase necessary).

● Moe’s Southwest Grill: 
Potential eGift card deal with 
catering purchase.

● Outback Steakhouse: 10% 
off your entire check with a valid 
ID.

● Panera Bread: Spend $200 
or more in catering and receive 
15% of your purchase with code 
SPRING.

● Scooter’s Coffee: Histori-
cally offers nurses a free beverage 
with a valid ID

● Shipley Do-Nuts: Previously 
offered a free half-dozen box 
with any purchase through their 
loyalty program.

● Texas de Brazil: Year-round 
15% off dine-in dinner or lunch 
for up to four people with valid 
ID.

● Tijuana Flats: Be on the 
lookout for free entrees and 
discounts. 

● Zaxby’s: In past years, Za-
xby's rewards members received 
a BOGO free boneless wings 
meal.

www.BaptistHernia.com
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Nominations
begin May 16

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

�e Ponte Vedra Recorder, 
celebrating 56 years of community 

news excellence, will launch our 
seventh annual BEST OF THE 
BEST of Ponte Vedra, 32081 & 

32082.

YOU, our valued readers, will have 
the chance to nominate your 
favorite businesses in various 

categories online. Online voting 
begins Friday, June 20 a�er 
nominations are complete.

Don’t miss this opportunity...  
the last day to nominate is 

�ursday, June 19th!

Cabbage, Potato, 
Bacon Festival returns

The Cabbage, Potato and Bacon Festival returned to Hastings Main Street on 
Saturday, April 26, and Sunday, April 27. The celebration of creativity and good old-
fashioned fun featured a Spud Run, lawnmower races, a benefit dinner, cooking demos, 
a pageant and an artisan market.

Photos by Susan Griffin

http://www.pontevedrarecorder.com
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Bolles teachers recognized for curriculum design
Bolles Upper School San Jose Campus 

French and Arabic teacher Sara Phillips-
Bourass and Bolles Lower School Ponte 
Vedra Beach Campus librarian and in-
formation specialist Christina Karvounis 
won the Institute for Global Learning’s 
annual Salomon Faculty Prize.

Phillips-Bourass won the Salomon 
Prize for faculty curriculum design at 
the middle and high school level (grades 
5-12), and Karvounis won the same 
award at the primary level (grades 1-4). 
The Institute for Global Learning an-
nounced the pair as prize winners during 
its annual Global Educators Conference, 
held April 3-5 this year in Miami. Both 
teachers were also featured in the organi-
zation’s magazine.

With almost 400 member schools 
around the world, Bolles Director of 
Global Learning & Engagement Allison 
Chandler said it’s incredibly unusual for 
two of the three faculty prizes to go to the 
same school.

“Sara and Christina have a unique 
ability to connect students with different 
cultures and perspectives and make learn-
ing a truly enriching experience,” Chan-
dler said. “My admiration for them both 

is a widely shared sentiment across our 
School community. It’s also important to 
note that these award-winning curricula 
were developed through Ottenstroer Fel-
lowships, which brought Phillips-Bourass 
to Senegal and Karvounis to Japan last 
summer. These experiences enabled them 
to explore different facets of their teach-
ing and bring unique global insight back 
to their classrooms.”

Phillips-Bourass’ curriculum design, 
“Local is Global: Connecting Jackson-
ville History to Francophone Studies,” 
gave students taking advanced French the 
opportunity to explore various perspec-
tives related to several local historical 
sites and the ties between their local 

community, Senegal and France. Students 
uncovered writings and primary sources, 
shared histories, perspectives and stories 
related to these sites, all using their 
French language skills.

Karvounis’ curriculum design, “Japa-
nese Writing & Storytelling,” was a 
multi-grade initiative that introduced tra-

ditional Japanese Kamishibai storytelling, 
stories and writing as a way to engage 
students with Japanese language and cul-
ture during their time in the library. The 
initiative included hands-on activities and 
virtual exchange, helping these traditional 
art forms and literature come to life for 
lower school students.

Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery

Contributed photos
Sara Phillips-Bourass traveled to Senegal to connect Jacksonville history to Francophone studies.

Christina Karvounis partnered with The 
Keio School to develop her award-winning 
curriculum.

http://www.palmcasual.com
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Habitat for Humanity of St. Augustine/
St. Johns County (Habitat St. Johns) is 
preparing for the upcoming St. Augustine 
Giving Day 2025 event. This competitive 

fundraiser will take place from noon May 
7 through 11:59 a.m. May 8. 

This event is a fun, energizing way for 
the community to come together and sup-

port local nonprofits, including Habitat 
St. Johns. There are opportunities to help 
in big ways, like doing an online peer-
to-peer fundraiser with your network of 

family and friends, working with your 
contacts to help the nonprofit win one 
of the various prizes, and/or making a 
matching gift contribution to help double 
the donations made that day. You can also 
help by donating during the event and 
spreading the word among your network.

Some of the prizes are really fun, like 
being the very first person to make a 
donation at noon on May 7, having the 
donor from the farthest away (Do you 
know anyone in New Zealand who could 
donate even $5?) and having gifts come 
in from donors located in the most United 
States or the highest number of countries 
internationally.

Each of these prizes could award Habi-
tat St. Johns an extra $1,000 each.

Habitat St. Johns, together with its 
donors, volunteers, homeowners and 
community partners, are building homes, 
community and hope in St. Johns County. 
Habitat St. Johns was incorporated in 
1992 and has built 175 affordable homes 
in St. Johns County since 1993. Fundrais-
ing events like St. Augustine Giving Day 
have a huge and lasting impact; every 
dollar is a building block to help Habitat 
homeowners create a better future for 
themselves and their families.

St. Augustine Giving Day 2025 
(givingday2025.com) is a 24-hour online 
giving event designed to empower every 
person to give back to their community 
by supporting local nonprofits and the 
causes they care about. The one-day 
event helps build awareness and support 
for nonprofits through a unique partner-
ship.

In 2024, $530,846 was raised through 
2,434 donors benefiting more than 62 
nonprofits. This year the Giving Day 
organizers (The Focus Group and Endless 
Summer Realty) aim to raise even more 
and partner with a larger number of non-
profits around the U.S.

Since its inception in 2019, this event 
grew from an idea to help local people 
give wisely, to a movement that has 
inspired a broad culture of community-
wide giving. During Giving Day 2025, 
everyone has the opportunity to be a 
philanthropist; every dollar will make a 
difference.

Giving Day 2025 is made possible 
through a unique partnership — hosted 
by the John 1:16 Foundation and spon-
sored by Endless Summer Realty (ESR) 
and The FOCUS Group (TFG). 

St. Augustine Giving Day is May 7-8, 
Habitat among hopeful nonprofits

Thinking of Advertising
in the Recorder?  
For more information call 

(904) 285-8831 to speak with 
a Sales Rep. today!

www.underwoodjewelers.com
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1579 Harrington Park Dr. 
5 BD | 3 BA | $4,700/Month
Queens Harbour Yacht Club 

Compass Founding Partner

Real Estate Advisor
904.502.6160
patti.armstrong@compass.com

Patti Armstrong is a real estate agent affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

1601 Ocean Blvd. #410 | Jax Beach 
$1,045,000 | Oceanfront

93 Ponte Vedra Colony Cir. 
$329,000 | Walk to Beach

140 Veracruz #627 | Ponte Vedra Beach
$245,000 | Great Views

88 Sutton Dr. | Nocatee 
$602,000

512 S Bridge Creek Dr. | St John’s
6 BD | 5 BA | $1,150,000

PAT T I  A .  A R M S T R O N G ,  L L C

ACTIVE ACTIVE SOLD!!

SOLD!! ACTIVE FOR RENT

Let Me Find Your Place in the World!!

Compass is a licensed real estate broker. All material is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price,
condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description or measurements (including square footage). This is not intended to solicit property
already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing Opportunity. Photos may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not reflect actual property conditions.

Habitat closes on more homes
Habitat St. Johns continues to make 

home ownership possible for many who 
might otherwise find it impossible.

So far this year, Habitat St. Johns has 
closed on 10 homes in its Volusia Woods 
community. And it’s on track to close 
on 18 by the end of June. There will be 
an additional 18 homes on McDonald 
Avenue, and all will be closed by the end 
of June 2026.

At that point, Habitat St. Johns will 
have completed the Volusia Woods 36-
home neighborhood within two years. 
Next up will be a 17-home community 
called Cypress Village.

This is all pending funding and home-

owners being able to secure USDA mort-
gages. With so much uncertainty about 
federal funding at this time, the organiza-
tion is hoping people will support this 
much-needed cause.

Toward that end is St. Augustine Giving 
Day, set for noon May 7 to noon May 8.

Once again, there will be several awards 
based on fundraising efforts and prizes 
during different times throughout the 
event.  More details will be announced 
soon. 

For more information on Habitat St. 
Johns and how you can help, go to habi-
tatstjohns.org.

A new home on Josiah Street in Volusia Woods A new home on Helen Street in Volusia Woods

A view of Josiah Street in Volusia Woods

Helen Street, looking west

mailto:patti.armstrong@compass.com
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From Ocean to Green and 
Everything in Between

Archaeologist to 
speak at Coastal 

Friends lunch

Disability-friendly baseball 
field OK’d for expansion

Coastal Friends will host Rich-
ard Eason, retired U.S. Foreign 
Service officer and well-known 
lecturer at UNF’s OLLI program 
on history and archaeology, as 
their guest speaker at the May 7 
luncheon.

Eason’s popular adult educa-
tion courses cover ancient discov-
eries such as the tomb of King 
Tut, Troy, Machu Picchu and 
others. He explains in under-
standable ways how the develop-
ment of the use of science and 
technology can identify and date 
these treasures. 

The luncheon runs from 11 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and will be held 
at Marsh Landing Country Club, 
25655 Marsh Landing Parkway, 
Ponte Vedra Beach, and is open 
to members and guests, as well 
as the community. The menu will 
consist of caesar salad, chicken 
with lemon beurre blanc, rice 
pilaf and mixed vegetables, and 
chef’s choice for dessert.

The cost to attend is $25. 
Reservations must be made in ad-
vance by contacting the luncheon 
chairman at bartshar@comcast.
net as soon as possible. The dead-
line for checks to be received is 
Friday morning, May 2.

Established in 1998, Coastal 
Friends is a social club comprised 
of women who live in Ponte Ve-
dra Beach, Nocatee, Jacksonville 
Beach, Neptune Beach, Atlantic 
Beach, Jacksonville and the sur-
rounding area, and St. Augustine. 
Some of the activities offered 
are: adventures and outings, book 
club, bunco, canasta, happy hour, 
lunch in, lunch out, mah jongg, 
samba and wine socials.

Luncheons are held on the 
first Wednesday of every month, 
except for July and August. New 
members are welcome through-
out the year. Contact brookemeis-
ter@msn.com for more informa-
tion on how to join.

Field of Dreams Baseball, St. Johns Coun-
ty’s disability-friendly baseball field located 
at Aberdeen Park (1401 Shetland Drive, St. 
Johns), is set to undergo a major expansion.

The project’s $1,513,800 construction 
contract was approved by the St. Johns County 
Board of County Commissioners at its regular 
meeting on April 15. To celebrate the start of 
work on this project, a groundbreaking cer-
emony will be held at 11:30 a.m. May 3.

The baseball field will have its existing 
parking lot expanded, and a new concession 
building with ADA-accessible restrooms will 
be added. Saboungi Construction Inc. was 
awarded the contract.

The baseball field is home to the Field of 
Dreams (FOD) Baseball League, a sustainable 
voluntary organization that provides a safe, 
ADA-certified facility where children of all 
ages with mental or physical disabilities can 
play baseball for free and be an active part of a 
thriving athletic association.

The FOD Baseball League gives disabled 
children the opportunity to play baseball in an 
organized league, wear a uniform, have their 
names announced, participate in the singing of 
the National Anthem before each game and be 
a player on an athletic team.

Aberdeen Park also offers an all-inclusive, 
ADA-accessible playground.

Contributed rendering
An artist’s rendering depicts the planned Field of Dreams Baseball concession and restroom building.

mailto:brookemeis-ter@msn.com
mailto:brookemeis-ter@msn.com
www.sawgrasscountryclub.com
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$49 Winter 
Tune-Up Special

This offer cannot be combined with other offers, discounts, or coupons. The 
customer must mention the coupon at the time of booking.

$50 Off Any Repair*
*Repair only, not diagnostic. For first-time customers only. This offer cannot be 

combined with other offers, discounts, or coupons. The customer must mention 
the coupon at the time of booking.

Up to $399 off  
Heat Pump or 

Air Conditioning 
system

For first-time customers only. This offer cannot be combined with other offers, 
discounts, or coupons. The customer must mention the coupon at the time of 

booking.

10% off Indoor  
Air Quality

For first-time customers only. This offer cannot be combined with other offers, 
discounts, or coupons. The customer must mention the coupon at the time of 

booking.

Serving St. John’s, Duval and Clay Counties, and surrounding areas.

Residential & Commercial • Installation • Repairs • Maintenance • Indoor Air Quality

Specializing in Home Comfort
With over 34 years of experience in the 

manufacturing, design, application, and service of 
residential and commercial comfort systems, Creeks 

is equipped to provide all of your comfort needs.

THE

2024

of Ponte Vedra

At Creeks, Our Customers Come First!
(904) 297-5060 | service@creeksair.com | www.creeksair.com
51 Hudson Way, Suite 1, Ponte Vedra, FL 32081
LIC# CMC1249868

The other company I originally called gave 
me the run around so I decided after 4 days to call 
Creeks. They came out same day! Our technician was 
awesome at explaining the issue, showed me exactly 
what was wrong and didn’t give me the run around or 
fluff like most! Really appreciated the transparency. 
It was my first time using Creeks Air (friend referred 
me) and will definitely be using them going forward! 

-Amber L.

What Our Customers  
Say About Us...

If you are looking for experienced HVAC 
system repair and installation experts in NE 
Florida, you have come to the right place.

mailto:service@creeksair.com
http://www.creeksair.com
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153 Fort Wade Rd., Ste 100, Ponte Vedra

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

DENTAL IMPLANTS & 
HYBRID DENTURES

If you’ve been self-conscious because of missing one or more of your teeth, your trusted 
team at Guided Smiles Prosthodontics & Implant Center is here to help. We are proud to offer 
dental implants, the best alternatives to your natural, healthy teeth. Once in place, your new 

restorations will look and function just like your natural teeth! Another solution for missing teeth 
is dentures. Dentures are tooth replacements used to restore some or all your missing teeth. 
Today’s modern restorations are more beautiful, comfortable, and durable than ever before!

CARLOS BLACKMON, 
DDS, MS

PROSTHODONTIST

No Insurance? We’ve got you covered! $500 A YEAR

• Complete Dentures
• Partial Dentures
• Implant-Supported Dentures

• A single tooth implant
• Implant-supported bridges
• Implant-supported dentures or partials

YOUR SMILE SAYS IT ALL
PROVIDING TRUSTED SPECIALIZED CARE TO PATIENTS

9 0 4 - 3 9 5 - 5 5 0 1  •  G U I D E D S M I L E S JA X . C O M

Atwater resident to offer next presentation in series
“The Getting To Know You” resi-

dent speaker program at The Atwater at 
Nocatee has announced the guest speaker 
for 11 a.m. Tuesday, May 6. Residents, 
guests and the general public are invited 
to attend. 

Chad Priesman is a happy man with a 
ready smile and a helping hand for anyone 
who needs it. And a ukelele!

Priesman’s first retirement came in 
1998 when he retired from his job as a 
plant manager of an injection molding 
company in Plano, Illinois. After retire-
ment, he and his wife, Mimi, moved to 
Pensacola, where Priesman enrolled in 
ministry school. He obtained his degree 
and became an ordained minister and wed-
ding officiant with degrees in theology and 
practical ministry. He has done mission 
work in Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico.

Priesman returned to Pensicola where 
he went back to work with an air pol-
lutions control company. He kept that 
position until 2024 when he retired again 
to help care for his wife in the last stages 
of her life. After her passing, Priesman’s 
grief was overwhelming and he didn’t 
quite know how to cope. 

He moved to Jax Beach, where he em-
braced the beach scene and even took up 
the ukulele. He took lessons, watched tons 
of YouTube videos, bought first one then 

two more ukuleles and was soon playing 
on the beach to an ever-expanding group 
of admirers. 

While he was coping better with his 
grief, he knew the beach wasn’t his 
answer. He needed more stability, more 
people his own age and a need to find “his 

tribe.” After touring a number of apart-
ment complexes, he walked into The At-
water at Nocatee and knew he was home.  

Today, Priesman lives a rich and enrich-
ing life. He plays pool and poker, attends 
all the lecture series and is a rock star at 
karaoke. 

But all that pales in comparison to the 
wisdom, joy and kindness he brings to 
the Atwater community. Priesman says 
he found his “home” at The Atwater. In 
reality, residents feel he has brought the 
true meaning of the word “home” to the 
community. 

Chad Priesman on the Beach. Chad Priesman officiating at a wedding. Chad Priesman giving a presentation.

Contributed photos

www.guidedsmilesjax.com
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St. Augustine 
Food + Wine Festival

May 7 - 11, 2025

Thank You to Our Partners!

Festival Events Are 
SELLING OUT Fast!
Enjoy a variety of all-inclusive beverage 
and culinary tasting events, featuring 
some of the region’s best restaurants, 
food trucks, artisans, live music and 
more. Hundreds of wines, beers and 
spirits to sample with a souvenir glass!

Limited Festival Tickets Still Available:
• Wednesday, May 7 - River Walk Tastings, San Sebastian Winery
• Thursday, May 8 - Harvest Awards & Tastings, Hyatt Place Vilano 

Beach
• Friday, May 9 - Smoke on the Walk, Ancient City Farmstead

(VIP Lounge, Sold Out )
• Saturday, May 10 - Grand Tasting, Ancient City Farmstead

(VIP Lounge, Sold Out)
• Sunday, May 11 - Mother's Day Sunday Jazz Brunch, (Sold Out)

NEW LOCATION
Friday - Sunday events only!

St. Augustine’s BRAND-NEW premier 
wedding and event venue, Ancient City 
Farmstead! Only 10 minutes from historic, 
downtown St. Augustine, for Friday - Sunday!

“One of Florida’s Top 10 
Food & Wine Festivals” 

USA Today

“One of Florida’s Best Food 
and Wine Festivals” 

Miami Herald

StAugustineFoodandWineFestival.com 

Buy Tickets Now!

F O O D
+ W I N E  F E S T I V A L

S T . A U G U S T I N E

PRESENTED BY

www.StAugustineFoodandWineFestival.com


Ponte Vedra Recorder · May 1, 202524   COMMUNITY NEWS

Visit our family of award-winning publications

An All-Access Pass To The Community News You Love
Visit pontevedrarecorder.com today to see what’s going on in Ponte Vedra,

 St. Augustine, The Beaches and Greater St. Johns County

T H E  L A S  C R U C E S

 PonteVedraRecorder.com | ClayTodayOnline.com | LasCrucesBulletin.com

St. Augustine History Festival features 40-plus events
Tour 30-plus historic properties in St. 

Augustine from May 7 to 11 during the 
St. Augustine History Festival — many of 
which will showcase special events. See 
event details and locations at staugustine-
historyfestival.com

The St. Augustine History Festival was 
created by the University of Florida His-
toric St. Augustine Inc. and the Lastinger 
Family Foundation to showcase the his-
tory of America’s oldest city.

The goal is to showcase every era of St. 
Augustine’s long and storied past, from 
the founding in 1565 to the most advanced 
technology available to study history in 
2025.

The St. Augustine History Festival takes 
place during National Historic Preserva-
tion Month, with 55 properties through 
St. Augustine and St. Johns County on the 
National Register of Historic Places.

“My favorite part of the event is two-
fold: piecing together the History Festival 
each year is a tremendous rush for me, as 
I see our historic sites and venues coming 
together as one community,” explained 
Roger Smith, director of the St. Augustine 
History Festival, adjunct professor at Fla-
gler College and membership and outreach 
coordinator with the St. Augustine Histori-
cal Society.

“The best part, however, is attending as 
many programs and venues as humanly 

possible during the five-day festival and 
listening to the comments of those in at-
tendance. It’s amazing how many people 
have said things like, ‘We don’t get down-
town much because of the crowds, but this 
really piqued our interest!’”

Forty-plus tours, lectures, family-friend-
ly events, workshops and other happenings 
are on the schedule. In addition to historic 
attractions, the 2025 event will also feature 
historic houses of worship and historic 
gardens. 

Sample of Events
• At the Colonial Quarter living his-

tory museum, festival participants can 
experience ongoing screenings of the PBS 
documentary “America’s Untold Story” 
on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, May 
7-9. 

• On Saturday, May 10, guests can enjoy 
free colonial demonstrations, storytelling 
and colonial music. In addition, visi-
tors can enjoy free tours of the Gallegos 
House at 21 St. George St., with a focus 
on historic preservation and colonial life.

• The Castillo de San Marcos National 
Monument, the oldest masonry fort in 
the continental United States, will feature 
“Blast from the Past” on Saturday and 
Sunday, May 10-11, with historic weapons 
demonstrations at 10:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 
1:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.

• St. Augustine Historical Society 
events include Dr. Christine Miller of the 
UF College of Medicine, speaking about 
Spanish Colonial Medical Practices on 
Friday, May 9, from 4 to 5 p.m. at the 
Oldest House Museum Complex, 14 St. 
Francis St. 

• The Woman’s Exchange of St. 
Augustine will host two free talks on 
Thursday, May 8, at the historic Peña-Peck 
House that include “Whatever A Woman’s 
Capable of Doing: The Extraordinary 
History of the Sisters of St. Joseph” and 
“Through the Eyes of Constance Fenimore 
Woolson.”

• Fort Mose Historic State Park will 
hold multiple free events on Friday and 

Saturday, May 9-10, including self-guided 
tours of the grounds, visitors center and 
exhibits, Fort Mose Militia re-enactments, 
African drummer performances and a free 
lecture by historian David Nolan. 

Find all events and locations at stau-
gustinehistoryfestival.com

“When you think of a festival in St. Au-
gustine, big tents, music and kiddie rides 
at Francis Field come to mind,” Smith 
said. “The St. Augustine History Festival 
is completely different. Historic sites and 
venues in town will provide additional 
programs, events, discounts and special 
talks to their normal routines.”

Participating Venues
• Castillo de San Marcos
• Catholic Diocese of St. Augustine / 

Mission Nombre de Dios
• City of St. Augustine and Historic 

Preservation
• The Colonial Quarter
• Father Miguel O’Reilly House Mu-

seum
• Flagler College (Ponce de Leon Hotel)
• Florida National Guard Historic Bar-

racks/Museum and National Cemetery
• Fort Matanzas 
• Fort Mose Historic State Park and 

Museum

Contributed photos

FESTIVAL  continues on Page 25
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Betty Griffin Center Quarter 
Auction set for May 4

Betty Griffin Center is introducing a new and 
fun way to help survivors of domestic and sexual 
violence in the community — The Quarter Auc-
tion — set for 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday, May 4, 
at The Tringali Barn, located at 7310 U.S. 1 in St. 
Augustine.

A quarter auction is a fun mix of part raffle, part 
auction fundraiser.

All proceeds from this event will be used to 
support shelter operations, counseling, advocacy 
… and all the other services the center provides to 
survivors in St. Johns County.

Tickets are available for $20 per person to 
take part in the Betty Griffin Center Quarter 
Auction. Order tickets at universe.com/events/
betty-griffin-center-quarter-auction-tickets-
9VD63L?ref=universe-discover. 

How the quarter auction works
Once you arrive at the event, you will receive a 

numbered paddle — and a corresponding num-
bered ball will be put into a drawing bin. Each 
round gives you an opportunity to bid on an auc-
tion item — with bids starting at one quarter.

Once the bid is announced, everyone has an 
opportunity to bid by placing one quarter (or up to 
four quarters) into their jar. Once all the bids are 
in and the paddles are raised, a randomly chosen 
number is called. If the person with that number 

placed a bid, he or she wins that item.
Numbers will continue to be drawn until there is 

a winner.
Bring your rolls of quarters and bid on more 

than 60 auction items ranging from $10 to $100 in 
value. (Additional rolls of quarters will be on sale 
at the event.)

During the event, you can also enjoy drinks, 
including mimosas and beer, visit food trucks for 
lunch — and shop among local vendors.

If you’re interested in volunteering, a vendor 
spot or donating an auction item for the event, 
contact Carole Sullivan at caroles@bettygriffin-
center.org.

The Betty Griffin Center was founded in 1990 
by concerned citizens and incorporated as the 
Safety Shelter of St. Johns County to develop 
plans to provide shelter for local victims of do-
mestic violence and their children. Today, Betty 
Griffin Center serves more than 1,000 victims of 
domestic and sexual abuse annually, operates a 
24-hour help line, emergency shelter, provides 
professional counseling for victims of domestic 
and sexual abuse, provides age-appropriate vio-
lence prevention training and operates two thrift 
stores at Julington Square and Anastasia Square to 
assist in funding the agency’s ongoing operations.

For more information, go to bettygriffincenter.
org.

• Fountain of Youth Archaeological Park
• Governor's House Cultural Center and Museum
• Lincolnville Museum and Cultural Center
• Marineland Dolphin Adventure
• Peña-Peck House
• Spanish Military Hospital
• St. Augustine Alligator Farm Zoological Park
• St. Augustine Historical Society / Oldest House Museum 

Complex
• St. Augustine Lighthouse & Maritime Museum
• The Treasure Chest Interactive Museum by See America 

Tours
• UF Whitney Laboratory for Marine Bioscience 
• Villa Zorayda Museum
• Ximenez-Fatio House Museum

Historic Houses of Worship
• Ancient City Baptist Church
• First Congregation Sons of Israel
• Cathedral Basilica of St. Augustine
• National Shrine of Our Lady of La Leche
• St. Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine
• St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church
• Trinity Episcopal Church

Historic Gardens
• Father Miguel O’Reilly House Garden
• Flagler College Historic Gardens
• Fountain of Youth Historic Gardens
• Mission Nombre de Dios Historic Grounds and Gardens
• Pena-Peck House Historic Gardens
• Spanish Military Hospital Apothecary Garden 

Festival
Continued from 24

mailto:caroles@bettygriffin-center.org
mailto:caroles@bettygriffin-center.org
mailto:caroles@bettygriffin-center.org
www.StarlingLiving.com
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   of unique, in-stock  
   area rugs

• Sisal, Seagrass, Jute

• Custom sized carpets    
   and rug pads
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Tan Vita brings a healthy glow to Neptune Beach
By Holly Tishfield

Tan Vita, which recently opened its doors 
in Neptune Beach, is a salon set on redefin-
ing the art of bronzing with luxury custom 
spray tans that both nourish the skin and 
leave it with an elegant, golden shine.

The salon is unique for its science-
backed approach. Tan Vita’s spray tan solu-
tions are made with high-quality natural 
and organic ingredients, including plant and 
mineral extracts. Not only does the solution 
give clients a natural-looking tan tailored 
to unique skin tone, but it’s also packed 
with non-toxic, skin-loving ingredients that 
nourish while they bronze.

The solutions are environmentally safe, 
reef-friendly and non-toxic — ideal for 
clients who prioritize both health and 
sustainability.

“After struggling with skin damage 
caused by UV exposure, I wanted to find 

a way to maintain a healthy, bronzed look 
without compromising my skin,” said Me-
lissa Domingues, owner and founder of Tan 
Vita. “Spray tanning became my passion 
— one I approached with the same level 
of dedication and knowledge I brought to 
every other part of my career.”

Domingues is a seasoned beauty industry 
professional whose career spans decades, 
states and sectors.

Originally from Rhode Island, 
Domingues spent years immersed in all 
facets of the beauty world. She owned 
salons and boutiques, educated for well-
known brands, and worked alongside 
beauty distributors, beauty schools and 
trade shows. Her background also in-
cludes time as an agent and talent scout for 
runway, film, television and commercials 

across all age groups.
Domingues’ passion for the industry and 

her experience struggling with skin damage 
led her to develop Tan Vita, her custom-
blend spray tan studio where skin health 
and beauty go hand-in-hand.

Each appointment begins with a consul-
tation to assess the client’s skin tone and 
desired glow, whether clients are prepping 
for a special occasion or simply searching 
for everyday radiance. Then, to prepare 
for the process, a barrier cream is applied 
to palms, knees, heels, elbows and nails to 
prevent over-absorption.

This is followed by a pH-balancing 
primer to prep the skin and a customized 
spray tan carefully blended to ensure an 
even, radiant finish. A talc-free setting 
powder is also applied for comfort. Finally, 

clients spend one to two minutes in a stand-
up dryer, which allows them to head right 
back to their day, whether that entails work, 
errands, picking up the kids or shopping.

To help clients maintain their glow long 
after their appointment, Domingues created 
the Tan Vita line of luxury tanning prod-
ucts, designed to extend the life of a spray 
tan or elevate an at-home self-tan routine. 
The collection includes a tanning lotion, 
bronzing body mist, face mist, anti-aging 
bronzing serum for the face and a spray tan 
eraser.

“I’m so pleased with the reviews I’ve 
received from these products,” said 
Domingues. “It makes me so happy that 
my clients love them as much as I do.”

You can visit Tan Vita salon at 2050 
Kings Circle South, Ste. G, Neptune Beach.

St. Vincent’s Southside one of top maternity hospitals
St. Vincent’s Southside has been recog-

nized as one of America’s Best Maternity 
Hospitals by Newsweek for 2024. The 
list illuminates which American hospitals 
are best equipped to provide some of 
life’s most crucial care.

“Expecting mothers and their babies 
deserve quality care that is tailored to 
their individual needs,” said Kevin Rinks, 
president and CEO of St. Vincent’s 
Southside. “We’re grateful that our ap-
proach to maternal care has been recog-
nized and look forward to continuing to 
serve families across Northeast Florida, 
here in their own community.”

The ranking is based on a nationwide 
online survey of hospital managers and 
medical professionals (regarding areas 

like perinatal care and operative obstet-
rics) as well as publicly available data 
from hospital surveys addressing the 
patient experience (including topics such 
as cleanliness and communication about 
medication).

Data on hospital quality metrics — like 
the number of elective deliveries and 
level of personnel vaccination — was 
provided from several sources, including 
nonprofit hospital accreditation organiza-
tion The Joint Commission, the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
and the Health Resources and Services 
Administration.

At St. Vincent's Southside Family 
Birth Place, families can find experienced 
OB-GYNs, certified nurse midwives and 

an entire team dedicated to their care. Ex-
pectant mothers and their babies are sup-
ported with personalized care throughout 
their pregnancy, labor and delivery, as 
well as follow-up care.

The Family Birth Place at St. Vincent’s 
Southside was honored with an Excel-
lence in Maternal Care award by the 
Florida Hospital Association for 2024. St. 
Vincent’s Southside was also recognized 
for patient safety excellence by Health-
grades for 2025. 

For more information about the Family 
Birth Place at St. Vincent’s Southside, 
go to healthcare.ascension.org/locations/
florida/fljac/jacksonville-ascension-st-
vincents-southside/departments/family-
birth-place.

Inside of the Tan Vita salon in Neptune Beach Owner Melissa Domingues The line of Tan Vita luxury tanning products.

Contributed photos
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Sylvan Learning Centers open in St. Johns County
Grand opening set for 
May 17

By Shaun Ryan

When New York natives Anil and 
Maila Singh decided to move their young 
family to Northeast Florida, they wanted 
to launch a business that would contrib-
ute something of value to their adopted 
community.

They discovered that, even in one of 
Florida’s top-rated school districts, par-
ents wanted additional learning support 
for their children. 

“One of the reasons we moved here 
was because the families here value edu-
cation and family,” explained Anil Singh. 
“That’s something we wanted.”

The Singhs decided to do something 
in education. They explored their options 
and settled on opening a Sylvan Learning 
Center franchise at three locations in St. 
Johns County.

With a professional background in 
technology, Anil Singh was impressed 
with how Sylvan incorporates technol-
ogy into its learning plans and curricula. 
In fact, all students begin their journey 
by taking a 60- to 90-minute computer-
adaptive assessment that helps to identify 
areas that need attention and then cus-
tomize a learning plan specific to each 

individual child.
“You’re going to get a bunch of ques-

tions, and as you’re getting them right or 
wrong, the test is actually adapting to you 
and your personality and your strengths 
and weaknesses,” said Singh.

This aspect puts Sylvan decades ahead 
of its competitors, some of which are 
beginning to follow its lead.

Sylvan also emphasizes the importance 
of motivation and building confidence. 
Even bright students taught by expert 
instructors can fail to achieve their poten-
tial if unmotivated. But research demon-
strated to Singh that students in Sylvan 
programs tended to adopt constructive 
changes in attitude.

“They love doing their math, reading, 
writing, sciences,” he said. “They want 
to try.”

Contributing to this process is Sylvan’s 
mandate to keep the teacher-student ratio 
low: typically, one to three, or one to 
four. Compare that to the ratio for Florida 
classrooms, usually 18 to 25 student per 
teacher.

Another factor that sets Sylvan apart is 
its choice of tutors.

“We don’t use high school kids or col-
lege kids,” Singh said. “All of our tutors 
are professional teachers. All are required 
to be certified, to have an active license 
or to have held an active license.” The 
latter is in the case of retirees.

Singh hires St. Johns County teachers 
first, but if there are vacancies, he plans 
to add those from nearby counties. All 
tutoring is in person at the centers.

In keeping with the Singhs’ com-
mitment to community, their franchise 
donates 50 hours of tutoring to eight 
students associated with St. Augustine 
Youth Services.

“We want to be good stewards of our 
community,” Anil Singh said. “This is 
where we live; this is where we play. This 
is where I want my kids to live and play. 
We want it to be a nice place. That’s one 

of the reasons we came to St. Johns. It’s a 
beautiful community with a lot of beauti-
ful people. Everybody’s good-hearted at 
the end of the day.”

While most students attend tutoring 
after school, homeschooling families 
typically schedule themselves for midday. 
Homeschoolers can use Step Up funds 
from the state of Florida or any scholar-
ships specific to tutoring or homeschool-
ing toward these lessons.

In addition, the centers offer SAT and 
ACT preparation for teens.

The Singhs opened their first center at 
13000 Sawgrass Village Circle, Suite 15, 
Ponte Vedra Beach, about three weeks 
ago.

A fun-filled grand opening with ice 
cream, games, face painting, balloon ani-
mals, prizes and a surprise superhero will 
be held from noon to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
May 17. Bonus tickets will be awarded 
for RSVPs made by May 3. RSVP to 
904-373-0128 or hello@sylvanofstjohns.
com.

The second center is located at 585 
International Golf Pkwy., Suite 7, St. 
Augustine. A grand opening will be held 
Aug. 2. The phone number is 904-907-
2721.

A third center will open later this year 
in Julington Creek.

For further information, go to sylvan-
learning.com.

Contributed photos
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Experience the good a simple smile can do.

White Magnolia celebrates 15 years helping brides
By Holly Tishfield

In 2010, Kerrie Hileman was living in Jacksonville, 
working as a certified public accountan, and planning a 
wedding with her then-fiancé. 

She went through the standard notions of wedding 
preparation — dress shopping and venue searching galore 
– but found that her experience was lacking the pizzazz 
she had always imagined.

Hileman searched high and low for a more unique 
wedding dress-shopping experience but couldn’t find any 
in Northeast Florida that quite fit what she was looking 
for. So, in 2010, she set out to change the game, and the 
very first White Magnolia boutique was born in the San 
Marco area.

Hileman grew up in Ponte Vedra Beach, a dancer who 
loved sparkly dresses and the bridal magazines peppered 
in grocery store checkout lines. 

“Looking back, I feel like maybe bridal work was 
always in my future,” she said.

This August will mark The White Magnolia’s 15th 
anniversary in the Jacksonville community, though the 
bridal boutique has grown leaps and bounds since its 
humble days as a standalone boutique. 

In 2013, three years after welcoming brides from 
across the state, Hileman finally heeded her clients’ re-
quests for another White Magnolia location. She opened 
a new store in Tampa that same year. 

The following year, Hileman joined forces with her 
now-business partner Mallory Thorburn to open a White 
Magnolia boutique in Atlanta, Georgia, the business’s 
first venture outside of the state. 

The White Magnolia blossomed in popularity as 
Hileman and Thorburn opened more locations across 
the Southeast together every year. As of today, there are 
eight White Magnolia locations scattered across Florida, 
Georgia, Tennessee and South Carolina.

“It’s evolved into something larger and more impactful 
than I ever imagined,” Hileman said. 

What sets the White Magnolia apart and makes it such 
a beloved choice for incoming brides is the boutique’s 
attention to customer service and cultivating a one-of-a-
kind gown shopping experience for every customer. 

Brides can expect private, 90-minute appointments 
with an experienced and knowledgeable stylist who takes 
the time to understand each bride’s unique taste and 
guides them through the entire gown-shopping experi-
ence.

“We’re very much experience-based,” Hileman said. 
“It’s such a special time for a bride, and many haven’t 
been through this experience before, so we feel it’s im-
portant that each bride who walks into our store has the 
opportunity to work with an educated stylist one-on-one.”

In 2021, Hileman and Thorburn opened a sister brand 
to The White Magnolia named Magnolia Lane. The 
newer boutique still offers all the same classic styles and 
exceptional customer experiences, but this particular sub-
set offers franchise opportunities to encourage women in 
business and entrepreneurship. There are currently seven 
Magnolia Lane locations.

As the business approaches 15 years of service, Hile-
man says she looks back with gratitude and a bit of 
stunned delight.

“It’s very rewarding for me to look back and see that 
we’ve impacted so many brides on the most important 
day of their life,” she said. “It’s fun to be a part of that 
process and see the end result. It’s really made this jour-
ney very enjoyable.”

Contributed photos
Kerrie Hileman, founder of The White Magnolia

The White Magnolia offers brides a unique dress shopping experience. A few of the diverse dress choices at The White Magnolia.
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Empowering Women 
Through Divorce

We offer women the guidance and support needed to take 
the first steps towards a more successful life and future.

Divorce • Mediation • Domestic Violence • Paternity • Relocation • Alimony 
Nuptial Agreements • Contempt/Enforcement • Modification Orders

Florida Women’s Law Group is the only divorce and family 
law firm exclusively serving women in Northeast Florida.

(904) 595-8515
Offices Jacksonville

www.floridawomenslawgroup.com

Total Foot Care opening Jacksonville Beach Office
Total Foot Care and Wellness Clinic 

(TFC), Jacksonville’s fastest growing and 
largest podiatry and wound health care 
provider, is making major moves opening 
a new clinic office at 630 Jacksonville 
Drive, Jacksonville Beach. The new TFC 
location replaces its current address at 
14444 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville, and 
will open on May 6, providing its full 
complement of integrated podiatry and 
wound care services. 

Founded in 2015 by the husband-and-
wife team of Dr. Candice Kennedy and 
Alvin Kennedy, Jr., TFC provides expert 

foot-and-ankle care with 13 providers. 
The practice was first established as a 
mobile podiatry and wound care service. 
Now with five locations throughout Jack-
sonville and mobile services for nursing 
homes and assisted living residents, TFC 
treats all below-the-knee conditions and 
custom orthotics, braces and shoes, sports 
injuries, surgical solutions and more.

In 2023, TFC introduced a new innova-
tive diabetic foot management program 
called Physiologic Insulin Resensitization 
(PIR), a breakthrough treatment with the 
potential to transform patient outcomes. 

The goal is to help patients improve renal 
function, neuropathy and insulin resis-
tance while working to stabilize and even 
reverse diabetes-related complications 
and transform patient outcomes. 

PIR treatments are currently offered 
at its 8021 Philips Highway, Jackson-
ville clinic. A second PIR clinic will be 
expanded soon at the Jacksonville Beach 
location, continuing to redefine compre-
hensive diabetic care.

“We are proud to advance innovation 
with a patient-centered approach to de-
liver the highest quality care for everyone 

— specifically those with diabetes,” said 
Dr. Candice Kennedy, TFC’s founder 
and principal. “We have seen tremendous 
health benefits with PIR, and it’s our goal 
to provide greater access for all those 
suffering from this debilitating disease. 
Our new location enables us to expand 
podiatry health to those we care for and 
through our mobile division in assisted 
living and nursing home communities.”

The Jacksonville Beach clinic will be 
open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
Learn more at TheTFClinic.com or call 
904-323-0954.

Angelwood, 
Underwood Jewelers 
announce trunk show
Angelwood Inc., a nonprofit organiza-

tion dedicated to enriching the lives of in-
dividuals with developmental differences, 
has announced its continued partnership 
with Underwood Jewelers. This collabo-
ration highlights the shared commitment 
of both organizations to supporting the 
Northeast Florida community.

Underwood Jewelers will host a trunk 
show at the Ponte Vedra Beach location 
on May 8, 9 and 10. A portion of the pro-
ceeds from this event will directly benefit 
Angelwood’s programs, which provide 
essential services such as residential 
group homes, adult day training, respite 
care and supported employment for 
individuals living with intellectual and 
developmental differences.

Additionally, Underwood Jewelers is 
sponsoring an exclusive prize drawing 
to further support Angelwood’s mission. 
The proceeds from ticket sales will con-
tribute to Angelwood’s efforts to empow-
er families and individuals in need.

Diane Tuttle, Angelwood CEO, shared 
her appreciation for the partnership: 
“Underwood Jewelers exemplifies what 
it means to be a community partner. 

Their unwavering support enables us 
to continue providing critical services 
that foster dignity and independence for 
those we serve. This event is a beautiful 
example of how businesses and nonprof-
its can work together to make a lasting 
impact.”

John Rutkowski, manager of Under-
wood Jewelers in Ponte Vedra Beach, 
echoed these sentiments: “At Under-
wood, we believe in giving back to the 
community that has supported us for 
generations. Partnering with Angelwood 
allows us to contribute meaningfully to 
an organization that changes lives every 
day. We are honored to host this event 
and invite everyone to join us in support-
ing their incredible work.”

Angelwood has been serving the Jack-
sonville area since 1993, responding to 
community needs with services that pro-
mote growth, and inclusion for individu-
als living with developmental differences. 
Underwood Jewelers, a family-owned 
business established in 1928, shares this 
commitment through its dedication to 
ethical practices and community involve-
ment.

http://www.floridawomenslawgroup.com
www.trascaandco.com
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628-6 Atlantic Blvd., Neptune Beach  | 904-247-3031

40 TVs SHOWING ALL GAMES

• $8 Lunch Menu
• $10 and $12 

Dinner Entrees
& Platters

Happy Hour Open-Close

• New Pools /  

   Spa Construction

• Remarcite

• Patios

Cell: 904.235.7572 | floridaiconicpools@gmail.com
CPC#1460533 www.facebook.com/FloridaIconicPools

Florida Iconic Pools LLC
Specializing in New Construction 

GUEST COLUMN

Should you change investment strategies?
Written by/for Wells Fargo 
Advisors

You may take a “set it and forget it” 
approach to investing. But, over time, life 
events, the timing of when you need the 
money and market events are likely to 
compel you to revisit your strategy. Here 
are some things to consider when they 
arise.

Dealing with life events
Events, both expected and unexpected, 

like the following could cause a change 
in your long-term goals and time horizon:

• Graduation
• Marriage, divorce, or remarriage
• Birth of child or grandchild
• Change in health status
• Job loss, retirement, or early 

retirement
• Death of a loved one
These types of events may prompt you 

to revisit your investment strategy, and in 
fact, they may be good reasons to make 
changes. Do you need to reprioritize your 
investment goals, spending or how much 
debt you need to pay down? 

Before you reallocate your 
investments, remember to plan with the 
same careful consideration you gave 

to creating your original investment 
strategy.

Responding to market action
In addition to life events, you may 

want to revisit your investment strategy 

when there’s market volatility. Is that 
college tuition/mortgage/vacation 
payment nearer than you anticipated, 
making you realize that you may need to 
be more conservatively invested? 

It is worth noting that your time 

horizon for needing the money is the 
key factor here. Avoid making emotional 
decisions based on today’s 24/7/365 news 
cycle. It can be tempting to react to the 
headlines when you might be better off 
simply riding out the volatility if you 
have a longer time horizon.

That doesn’t mean you should never 
respond to market action. However, it’s 
often a good idea to think long and hard 
before you change or, at the extreme, 
abandon your strategy.

This article was written by/for Wells Fargo 
Advisors and provided courtesy of Ponte Vedra 
Wealth Management Group in Ponte Vedra 
Beach at 904-273-7918.
Investment and Insurance Products are:
• Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal 
Government Agency
• Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or 
Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate
• Subject to Investment Risks, Including 
Possible Loss of the Principal Amount Invested
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by 
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member 
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. PM-
06272025-6182382.1.1
©2025 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC.

Contributed photo

UF Health signs agreement with United Healthcare
By Greg Harrison

UF Health officials have announced 
the signing of a new multiyear agreement 
with United Healthcare, effective May 5. 
UF Health hospitals and physicians will 
once again be in the United provider net-
work for thousands of patients in Gaines-
ville, Jacksonville, St. Johns County and 
Central Florida.

“This new agreement provides thou-
sands of United patients continuous ac-
cess to premier compassionate, academic-

quality health care throughout Northeast, 
North Central and Central Florida,” said 
Stephen J. Motew, president and system 
CEO of the UF Health clinical enterprise. 
“We appreciate the patience of our com-
munities and are thankful for all the hard 
work our health care team has devoted to 
our tradition of excellence in caring for 
our patients.”

The new arrangement is designed to 
reduce administrative overhead, improve 
efficiency and enhance care management.

“The contract provides UF Health phy-

sicians and caregivers acceptable terms 
and relief from administrative obstacles,” 
said Marvin Dewar, chief executive 
officer and chief medical officer of UF 
Health Physicians. “We want to protect 
patients’ access to the expert care they 
know and trust, now and in the future.”

People enrolled in the following plans 
will have network access to all UF 
Health’s hospitals, facilities and physi-
cians, beginning May 5:

• UnitedHealthcare employer-spon-
sored commercial plans

• UnitedHealthcare Community Plan of 
Florida (Medicaid)

This agreement also restores network 
access to UF Health Flagler Hospital, 
facilities and physicians for people 
enrolled in UnitedHealthcare Medicare 
Advantage plans, including Dual Special 
Needs Plans.

All other UF Health hospitals and 
physicians throughout the state continue 
to participate in UnitedHealthcare’s 
Medicare Advantage network.

mailto:floridaiconicpools@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/FloridaIconicPools
tel:19042473031


St. Augustine’s Romanza Festivale of 
Music & the Arts returns May 2-18 with a 
full line-up of free and ticketed shows to 
inspire and entertain. The festival is com-
prised of more than 40 headline and partner 
events featuring music, dance, visual arts, 
theatre, spoken word and more. The calendar 
features many free events and select ticketed 
experiences held at venues throughout St. 
Augustine.

“St. Augustine has such an active and 
diverse arts community,” said Albert Syeles, 
Romanza co-founder and president. “Ro-
manza Festivale is an opportunity to show-
case the people, organizations and beautiful 
spaces dedicated to spreading joy through 
their art. We’re very passionate about mak-
ing culture accessible to all — that’s why 
many of the shows are free, donation-only, 
or are as low-cost as possible. It’s an oppor-
tunity for the community to experience what 
we have available in our own backyards.”

Romanza Festivale features events hosted 
at venues that include The Waterworks, 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, St. Cyprian’s 
Episcopal Church and Courtyard, Third 
Space Improv, R.J. Murray Middle School, 
Lewis Auditorium and more.

Performances and events are offered by 
the following groups: St. Augustine Art 
Association, Key of Seas, A Classic Theatre, 
The North Florida Women’s Chorale, Third 
Space Improv, The Matanzas Vocal Artists, 
The 9B Quartet, Akia Uwanda & Taylor 
Roberts, Lisa Lockhart & Friends, The Tale 
Tellers, Echo Piano Duo, Drumming with 
Amber Hall, The Dunehoppers Band, David 

Ouellette, Yael and Gabriel, The Pinnacle 
Singers, Bold City Brass, St. Augustine 
Orchestra, FloArts Students, St. Augustine 
Community Chorus, Art Box 137, The 
Florida Storytelling Troupe, Kimberly Beas-
ley & Brian Luckett, Kaleidoscope of Dance 
X, The Elite First Coast Flute Choir, David 
Pedraza, The Storytelling Sims, Dr. Jonathan 
Dotson, Deborah Dickey, Evan Anderson 
Quartet, Mama Blue, St. Augustine Concert 
Band, Shrink Rap, The Gainesville Brass 
Quintet and Robert Sims.

Romanza Festivale has four headlining 
events: “An Evening with Mozart” with 
The San Marco Chamber Players; Svetlana 
and the New York Collective, performing 
their hit concert, “Night at the Movies”; The 
Beaux Arts Chamber Ensemble performing 
Piano Trios; and “Rach 2 by 6” featuring 
Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 2 in C 
minor.

Guests can save on tickets using the code 
ROMANZA. For more information and tick-

ets, go to romanzafestivale.com/2025-events.
Since 2009, Romanza has worked to 

promote and produce cultural events that 
showcase St. Augustine’s vibrant living cul-
ture, enhance the quality of life for residents, 
and create a positive, lasting impression of 
the Nation’s Oldest City for visitors.

Romanza Festivale is funded in part by 
the St. Johns County Tourist Development 

Council and the St. Johns Cultural Council. 
Romanza produces the award-winning Ro-
manza Festivale, St. Augustine Celtic Music 
and Heritage Festival and St. Augustine’s 
historic St. Patrick Parade, as well as Ro-
manza Collage Concert Series and Romanza 
Gatherings. Learn more at romanzastaugus-
tine.org and follow along on social media @
RomanzaStAugustine.
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A laugh-out-loud comedy of 
misunderstandings, 

misrepresentations, and 
misdeeds when a British tourist 
visits a Georgia fishing camp. 

Dexter McDaniel
Bill Rains

Teresa Harris
Rocco Nicosia

Rebecca Mercer
Christopher Doody

Justin Vetter

at The Waterworks
184 San Marco Ave., St. Augustine

The Waterworks is available through the generous support of the 
City of St. Augustine and the St. Johns Cultural Council

www.aclassictheatre.org
GET YOUR TICKETS AT

St. Augustine’s Romanza Festivale returns May 2-18

David Pedraza Akia Uwanda
Contributed photos

Drs. Mimi Zhang and David Mach
Dr Keith Teepen performing 
in “Rach 2 by 6”

Café Eleven to welcome 
blues guitarist

Four-time Blues Music Award Winner Sue 
Foley is bringing her brand of high energy, 
guitar-driven Texas blues to The Original 
Café Eleven in St. Augustine on Sunday, 
May 11. She will bring her band and will 
also perform a few solo acoustic songs from 
her latest album, “One Guitar Woman,” 
released on Stony Plain Records.

“One Guitar Woman” was a 2025 Gram-
my Award nominee for Traditional Blues Al-
bum and is currently up for the Juno Award 
for the Blues Album of the Year and Blues 
Music Award for Acoustic Blues Album.

In addition, Foley is once again up for Tra-
ditional Blues Female Artist (Koko Taylor 
Award), which she won in 2020, 2022, 2023 

and 2024.
True to her album’s title, Foley performs 

all the tracks on a single acoustic guitar, a 
nylon-string Flamenco guitar that she bought 
from a master luthier on a 2022 excursion to 
Paracho, Mexico.

The music starts at 8 p.m. Café Eleven 
is located at 501 A1A Beach Blvd., St. 
Augustine. Tickets are: $30 (advance) or 
$35 (day of show) for general admission. 
Reserved table seating is $45. For advance 
tickets, go to originalcafe11.com/sue-foley-
may-11-2025.

For further information about Foley and 
other performers appearing at Café Eleven, 
go to originalcafe11.com/upcoming-events.

mailto:news@pontevedrarecorder.com
http://www.PonteVedraRecorder.com
http://www.aclassictheatre.org
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SEASON SCHEDULE

Roald Dahl’s 
Charlie and the  

Chocolate Factory 
JUNE 26 – AUGUST 17  

Come From Away  
AUGUST 28 – OCT. 5  

The Mystery of  
Edwin Drood  

OCT. 9 – NOV. 16

Elf  
The Musical  
NOV. 20 - DEC. 24

G E T  YO U R  A L H A M B R A  T I C K E TS  TO D AY !

more “loverly”  
than ever.

Join the fun MAY 15 – JUNE 22

Flagler College Performing Arts Department wins awards at festival
The Performing Arts Department at 

Flagler College achieved remarkable rec-
ognition for its production of “Streetlight 
Woodpecker” at the prestigious Kennedy 
Center American College Theatre Festi-
val. This outstanding production, penned 

by Flagler’s Professor Shawn Fisher, was 
one of only five selected from 11 states to 
perform at the regional festival in North 
Carolina.

Jackson Moser of St. Augustine, a 
theatre arts major, received the award for 

Outstanding Performance in a Play or 
Musical.

Caz Miner of St. Augustine, a crimi-
nology major, received the award for 
Outstanding Stage Management & Dis-
tinguished Properties Design.

The production garnered 14 national 
awards, covering almost every award cat-
egory, showcasing excellence in acting, 
directing, design, technology, manage-
ment and departmental collaboration.

Flagler's Performing Arts Department 
was collectively awarded the Citizen 
Artist Award, recognizing programs in 
higher education using theatrical pro-
duction to promote long-term societal 
impact, and the Outstanding Achievement 
in the Facilitation of a Brave Rehearsal 
Space, celebrating teaching artists who 
prioritize the well-being of their student 
artists.

Faculty members also received recog-
nition for their contributions, including 
Outstanding Direction of a Play or Musi-
cal by Leah Page, Outstanding Scenic 
Design by Shawn Fisher and Outstanding 
Technical Director by Britt Corry.

By Anthony Richards

Alhambra Theatre & Dining is a cul-
tural landmark on the First Coast and a 
local icon and now it is in the eyes of the 
nation as well after it was voted the “No. 
1 dinner theatre” in the nation according 
to the latest USA Today poll.

The poll ranked the top 10 dinner 
theaters across the United States and was 
voted on by readers nationally. 

“We are honored and humbled to 
receive this incredible recognition,” said 

Craig Smith, managing partner at the Al-
hambra. “It’s a testament to our dedicated 
staff and talented performers, and most 
importantly, the loyal Season Partners 
and guests who continue to support the 
Alhambra year after year. This award 
belongs to them as much as it does to us.”

This is not the first time the Alhambra 
has held a prestigious national distinc-
tion as it also holds the title as America’s 
longest continuously running professional 
dinner theater and it only continues to 
highlight the lengthy history that the es-

tablishment has developed over the years.
The list is part of an annual initiative 

by USA Today where 20 nominees were 
selected from around the country by a 
panel of experts in the travel, theater and 
culinary industries and then winners were 
then selected by a public vote. 

The Alhambra stood out among a 
highly competitive field of theaters 
nationwide, which the theater credits its 
unique blend of Broadway-quality perfor-
mances and three-course meals served in 
an elegant and intimate setting, for receiv-

ing the honor.
“This isn’t just a win for the Alham-

bra,” Smith said. “It’s a win for Jackson-
ville and the entire Northeast Florida arts 
community.”

Located in Jacksonville, the Alhambra 
has been entertaining audiences since 
1967 with beloved musicals, compelling 
dramas and family-friendly productions. 
Recent shows have included "West Side 
Story," "The Addams Family" and the up-
coming "My Fair Lady" will be the next 
show to hit the stage starting on May 15.

A scene during "Southern Fried Funeral," which was featured at Alhambra Theatre & Dining 
earlier this year.

Photos courtesy of Alhambra Theatre & Dining
"West Side Story" is one of the famed shows that has graced the Alhambra stage.

Alhambra voted top in the nation

www.alhambrajax.com
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Must-see performances!

• Harry Potter & the Deathly  
 Hallows™ – Part 2 in Concert 
 May 2 & 3

• Cirque of Ice and Fire 
 May 9 & 10

• Mozart’s Requiem & Double Concerto 
 May 16 & 17

• At the Ballet 
 May 22 & 23

• Olivia Newton-John & Ladies of the 80s 
 May 30 & 31

• Gershwin & Copland 
 June 6 & 7

Season
Finale

Tickets & Information 
JaxSymphony.org • 904.354.5547

Concertmaster  
Adelya Nartadjieva  
and Principal Viola  
Yun-Ting Kuo stand  
out in Mozart's  
Sinfonia concertante  
on May 16 & 17!

Svetlana & The New York Collective to 
headline Romanza Festivale

Event brings music, theater, dance and 
art to life in the Nation’s Oldest City

Romanza Festivale of Music & the Arts welcomes acclaimed 
international performing artist Svetlana and the New York 
Collective. Taking the stage at Lewis Auditorium on May 11, the 
group will perform “Night at the Movies,” an immersive program 
inspired by her chart-topping record of silver-screen hits, which 
soared to No. 1 on the Billboard U.S. Traditional Jazz Charts. 
Sultry and ethereal, with an effortless ability to convey the essence 
of a song, Svetlana and the New York Collective is a sure hit.

“We’re incredibly excited to welcome such a talented group of 
performers to Romanza Festivale,” said Albert Syeles, Romanza 
co-founder and president. “Our goal is to give each audience 
an unforgettable experience. This program does that across 
generations and genres. ‘Night at the Movies’ touches everyone, 
whether you’re a long-time jazz devotee or a small child who 
loves children’s musicals.”

“Nights at the Movies” invites listeners on a dynamic musical 
odyssey. It showcases innovative jazz interpretations of iconic 
movie soundtracks spanning American classics, French New Wave 
and European cinema, contemporary Academy Award-winners and 
beloved animated classics.

The program includes favorites from “The Wizard of Oz,” 
“Sabrina,” “Tootsie” and Disney favorites “Coco” and “The 
Princess and the Frog.”

Presented by Svetlana’s acclaimed New York Collective, the 
performance promises to captivate audiences with its blend of 
cinematic dreaminess and fiery musical virtuosity. Tickets begin at 
$35 and may be purchased at eventbrite.com.

Romanza Festivale of Music & the Arts is a 17-day festival 
beginning May 2 and featuring more than 30 events with talent 
from the world of music, dance, visual arts, theatre, spoken word 
and more.

The calendar features many free events, along with select 
ticketed experiences, held at venues throughout St. Augustine. 
Other headliner events are “Rach 2 by 6,” featuring the world 
premiere of a unique ensemble arrangement of Rachmaninoff’s 
Piano Concerto No. 2; The San Marco Chamber Players; and The 
Beaux Art Chamber Ensemble. These are anchored by shows 
featuring talented performers from across Northeast Florida, 
including The North Florida Women’s Chorale, Akia Uwanda, 
Bold City Brass, The Florida Storytelling Troupe, and the St. 
Augustine Concert Band.

For more information, go to romanzafestivale.com/2025-events.

Contributed photo
Svetlana and the New York Collective

Pacetti 
concert 
planned in 
Fruit Cove

Second Sundays at Stetson’s Con-
cert Series will present Sam Pacetti 
in concert at Beluthahatchee at 2 p.m. 
May 11. Tours of Stetson Kennedy’s 
home are available after the concert.

Pacetti is a “finger-style guitar wiz-
ard, a deft songwriter” and popular 
performer. 

This special event is sponsored by 
Lullaby of the Rivers Inc. and the 
Stetson Kennedy Foundation.

The music starts at 2 p.m. No reser-
vations are necessary. A $10 dona-
tion is suggested to help support the 
presentation of live local music.

Beluthahatchee is located a quarter 
mile south of Roberts Road, at 1523 
State Road 13, Fruit Cove. The con-
cert is held at the Hart House at the 
end of the short dirt road.

To schedule a tour of Belutha-
hatchee call 904-549-9444.

For more information, contact sun-
daysatstetsons@gmail.com.

mailto:sun-daysatstetsons@gmail.com
mailto:sun-daysatstetsons@gmail.com
www.JaxSymphony.org
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For LIVE Sports and updates,
follow our Twitter, @PVR_sports

By Anthony Richards

One of the best girls lacrosse rivalries 
currently resumed with its most recent in-
stallment as the Ponte Vedra Sharks hosted 
the Bartram Trail Bears in a regional semi-
final matchup, the third meeting between 
the schools this year, and this time it was 
the Bears who finished on top.

The Bears edged out the Sharks 5-4 in a 
defensive battle with both goalies standing 
on their heads and making a great save after 

great save throughout the night.
The Sharks (13-4) had been victorious 

in the two previous matchups during the 
regular season and are two of the best teams 
in the state, which was on full display.

Sophomore goalie Kaitlyn Lease was 
the MVP of the game as she made several 
stops during the game, especially during the 
second half and in the final minute when 
the Sharks made a furious push and threw 
everything they had at her offensively with 

their state title hopes on the line.
However, she proved to be up to the task 

along with Sharks’ goalie Lexi Rupp, also 
a sophomore, as both teams were held to a 
season-low for goals in a game.

The performances by Lease and Rupp 
showcase the young talent on both teams 
and that this rivalry is here to stay for years 
to come.

The Bears led the Sharks 4-2 at halftime 
and the Sharks came out pushing the pace 

and getting some prime scoring chances as 
a result, and they eventually broke through 
as Grace Raymond fed senior Lamb Toole 
to cut the lead to one with 1:39 left in the 
third quarter.

Toole and the Sharks’ faithful thought she 
tied up the game midway through the fourth 
quarter as well, but her goal was disallowed 
due to a penalty, and a couple of minutes 
later the Bears scored what wound up being 
the game-winner with 5:20 to play.

Defensive slugfest defines rivalry, regional semifinal
The Ponte Vedra Sharks hosted the Bartram Trail Bears in a girls lacrosse regional semifinal on 
April 29.

Photo by Anthony Richards
Grace Raymond is cheered on by her teammates as she runs down the sideline.

Giada Attenucci unleashes a shot in traffic. The Sharks play tight defense. Lamb Toole (No. 21) scores a goal.

Brooke Johnson maneuvers through traffic. It was the third meeting between the two schools this season. The Sharks’ comeback bid fell short late in the contest.

http://www.PonteVedraRecorder.com
mailto:news@pontevedrarecorder.com
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Ponte Vedra High School is hosting the boys volleyball district 2-2A tournament. The Sharks were joined by the Nease Panthers, Beachside Barracudas and Bartram Trail Bears, 
who all competed in semifinal matchups on Tuesday, April 29.

The top-seeded Panthers defeated the Barracudas in four sets 25-18, 22-25, 25-21, 25-17, and advanced to the district championship on Thursday, May 1 where they will play 
either the Sharks or the Bears, who competed in the other semifinal matchup, but the result was not available by press time.

Photos by Anthony Richards

District championship on the line in boys volleyball
Ashton Florida (No. 7) and Jameson Haughey (No. 14) attempt to block a shot at the net. Beachside and Nease faced off in a district tournament semifinal matchup on Tuesday, April 29.

Connor Crabtree fires a kill through a block.

Thor Gyulai strikes a shot. Ponte Vedra head coach Andor Gyulai instructs his team.

Beachside players celebrate a point. Ashton Florida hits a ball between two Beachside players.

Ashton Florida and Jameson Haughey reach for a ball at the net. Rafay Bajwa (No. 20) and Connor Crabtree (No. 8) of Ponte Vedra.
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By Anthony Richards

The Ponte Vedra Sharks baseball 
season came to an end following a pair of 
losses on the road to Tallahassee Lincoln 
High as they got swept in the regional 
quarterfinal series April 23 and 24.

Sophomore C.J. McKenzie took the 
mound for the Sharks in game one and 
put forth a memorable performance 
pitching a complete game and giving the 
Sharks every chance to come out on top.

He allowed just two earned runs and 
scattered five hits along with four strike-
outs and three walks over the six innings 
pitched, but unfortunately for McKen-
zie and the Sharks they could not take 
advantage of the runners they had on base 
during the contest.

The Sharks only scored one run despite 
outhitting the Trojans 10-5 and commit-
ting one less fielding error.

The majority of the Trojans hits came 
in the final inning, when they scored a 
pair of runs in the bottom of the sixth 
inning to break free of a 1-1 deadlock to 
that point en route to winning the game 
3-1.

A sacrifice fly by sophomore Maddox 
Tepper in the fifth inning brought in the 
only run for the Sharks.

It turned out that game one was crucial 
to the Sharks extending the series and 
coming back home for a possible game 
three scenario, because they were shutout 
7-0 in game two the next day as the Tro-

jans wrapped up the series.
This time it was the Trojans who did 

the outhitting, 10-4, which eventually 
resulted in a four-run third inning and the 
Trojans never looked back, adding three 
more insurance runs in the innings that 
followed.

Of the Sharks’ four hits, one was a 
double by Luca Candella, as Storm Lick-
liter suffered the loss on the mound. 

The Sharks wrapped up successful 
season in many ways, including winning 
a district championship and finishing with 
a winning record of 15-11.

Sharks create chances in 
game one before being swept

C.J. McKenzie fires a pitch during game one of the regional quarterfinal series against 
Tallahassee Lincoln.

The Sharks celebrate getting out of an inning defensively during game one.

Photos by Lucy Miller
Senior Jack Brady holds a runner close at second base.

Sharks’ coaches Brian Holcomb and Dennis Robinson. Caleb Stanton sets up behind the plate.
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Home 
Improvement

Don't Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by our ser-
vice and if we can't fix it, we'll replace 
it!  Pick the plan that fits your budget!  
Call: 1-888-521-2793

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home's value! 
Call 24/7:  1-833-714-3745. Have 
zip code of service location ready 
when you call!

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 
other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. 

Call for a quote or inspection today 
1-877-644-9799 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  Call 
1-888-967-1158

Have zip code of property ready 
when calling!	

Home 
Improvement

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  

Call: 1-855-315-1952

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 866-472-
8591.

Miscellaneous

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.  
Your donation helps fund the search 
for missing children.  Accepting 
Cars, Trucks and Vans.  Fast Free 
Pickup – Running or Not - Tax Dona-
tion – Call 888-815-4341

Wanted to Buy

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, 
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote:  1-888-280-
1115

We Buy Vintage Guitars! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D'Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-866-307-
5421
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True Love Was Born In A Stable!
Visit our friendly and unique house  

of worship to see its charm.
Sundays at 9:45 am.

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
904-285-5347 | LordofLifePVB.org

Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 866-643-0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

CALL NOW
866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 6/29/25.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

All Line Ads are 4 lines, 
20 to 25 Characters Per Line. 

*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

CLASSIFIED RATES 2025
Message to Advertisers:
All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 

of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #CALL THE RECORDER OFFICE
904-285-8831

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

Legals

DIVORCE SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION

Docket No. NO24D0565DR
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court Probate and Family 
Court
Norfolk Probate and Family Court
35 Shawmut Road
Canton, MA 02021
Galen Harris v. Thomas Blackburn
To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for Di-
vorce requesting that the Court grant a 
divorce for irretrievable breakdown. The 
Complaint is on file at the Court. An auto-
matic restraining order has been entered 
in this matter preventing you from taking 
any action which would negatively im-
pact the current financial status of either 
party SEE Supplemental Probate Court 
Rule 411. You are hereby summonsed 
and required to serve Patrick K Burke, 
Esq. Burke Levy, PC, P.O. Box 959, 
Westborough, MA 01581. Your Answer if 
any 20 days from the return date of this 
Notice, May 15, 2025. If you fail to do 
so, the Court will proceed to the hearing 
and adjudication of this action. You are 
required to file a copy of your Answer if 
any, in the Register of this Court. WIT-
NESS, Hon. Lee Peterson, First Justice 
of this Court.
Date: April 2, 2025
Register of Probate
Colleen Brierly
Legal 122338 Published 4/17/2025, 
4/24/2025, 5/1/2025 and 5/8/2025 in St. 
Johns County Ponte Vedra Recorder 
newspaper

NOTICE OF SALE OF PEDIATRIC 
MEDICINE PRACTICE

Notice is given that Dr. Anas Al Yazji has 
sold substantially all of the assets of Yazji 
Pediatric Care, LLC, d/b/a Tuka Pediat-
rics, located at 4125 Race Track Road, 
Unit 104, St. Johns, FL 32259, to Pedi-
atrica Health of Florida, LLC. Pediatrica 
Health of Florida, LLC will maintain such 
patient records for the applicable statute 
of limitations. Pediatrica Health of Flori-
da, LLC will provide a copy of or transfer 
any patient records upon request of the 
patient or his or her guardian.
Legal 124711 Published 5/1/2025, 
5/8/2025, 5/15/2025 and 5/22/2025 in 
St. Johns County Ponte Vedra Re-
corder newspaper

Before

After

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions 
may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and 
the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, 
email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a 
DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License 
numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

1.833.370.1234
FREE ESTIMATE

LIMITED  
TIME 

OFFER!
SAVE!SAVE!

UP TO

50%
INSTALLATION

OFF

Expires 4/30/2025 MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE  when tackling your roof!

Let’s get social!
“LIKE” US ON

Stay up to date on contests, 
advertising specials, and 

real-time news in Ponte Vedra. 
Our fans get access to 

exclusive content you can’t 
find anywhere else!

http://www.pontevedrarecorder.com
www.ftri.org
www.lordoflifepvb.org
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904-264-3200 ext. 1106
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pontevedrarecorder.com

PONTE VEDRA RECORDER

The Ponte Vedra Recorder 
QUALIFIES FOR ALL  

OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY  

LEGAL NOTICES

To inquire about placing an ad 
in this section,call 904-264-3200

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $119.00! Shipped 
discreetly to your home. 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
800-709-3080

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, 
FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 
1980’s. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL 
FREE 1-866-433-8277

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
877-305-1535 

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest 
rates are way up. Credit cards. Medical 
bills. Car loans. Do you have $10k or 
more in debt? Call National Debt Relief 
and find out how to pay off your debt for 
significantly less than what you owe! 
Free quote: Call 1-844-955-4930

We buy houses for cash as is! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer & 
get paid. Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-844-877-5833

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most 
local MLB Games! Choice Package 
$89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 
devices at once. HBO Max included for 3 
mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No 
contract or hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-866-859-0405

Don't let the stairs limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal solution for anyone 
who struggles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins take less than 60 
seconds. Don't wait! Protect your family, 
your home, your assets now for as little 
as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, waving all 
installation costs! (Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by dealer. 
Offer ends 6/30/25. 1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp America's premier mobile 
medical alert system. Whether you're 
home or away. For safety & peace of 
mind. No long term contracts! Free 
brochure! Call 1-888-489-3936

Replace your roof w/the best looking & 
longest lasting material steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install + 
Additional 10% off install (military, health 
& 1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term contract, no 
hidden fees free activation. All plans 
feature unlimited talk & text, starting at 
just $20/mo. Call 1-877-751-0866
 
Bath & shower updates in as little as 1 
day! Affordable prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & military 
discounts available. 1-877-543-9189

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936
 
Dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400+ procedures. Real dental 
insurance - not just a discount plan. Get 
your free Information Kit with details! 
1-855-526-1060 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ads #6258

Become a published author. We want 
to read your book! Dorrance Publishing 
trusted since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & distribution. Call 
for free author`s guide 1-877-729-4998 
or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a free 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? 
STORM DAMAGE? You need a local 
expert provider that proudly stands 
behind their work.  Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available.  Call 
1-888-878-9091 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup & restoration: 
A small amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. Our trusted 
professionals do complete repairs to 
protect your family and your home's 
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-887-0117. Have 
zip code of service location ready when 
you call!

Reach 6 million 
homes nationwide

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

mailto:legal@PonteVedraRecorder.com
http://www.den-tal50plus.com/ads
http://www.den-tal50plus.com/ads
http://www.den-tal50plus.com/ads
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ACROSS
  1. Herring-like fish
  5.  Perform on stage
  8.  Soda
 11.  Small growth
 13.  In support of
 14.  Step taken when walking
 15.  Hollyhocks
 16.  Returned material 
 authorization (abbr.)
 17.  Feel pain
 18.  San Diego ballplayer
 20.  Inches per minute (abbr.)
 21.  Fat from a pig’s abdomen
 22.  Create again
 25.  Honors once more
 30.  Thin coating of gold
 31.  Welsh river
 32.  Japanese novelist Mizumura
 33.  Husks of corn 
 38.  Green vegetable
 41.  Showing guilt
 43.  Soldier
 45.  Photographers
 48.  Language spoken in Nigeria
 49.  Mimic
 50.  Expressed pleasure
 55.  Ancient Greek sophist
 56.  Beverage container
 57.  Night monkey genus
 59.  Lace bugs
 60.  Hogshead (abbr.)
 61.  Frameworks
 62.  Keyboard key
 63.  Greek goddess of the dawn
 64.  Influential Korean 
 independence figure

DOWN
 1.  A place to unwind
  2.  Helped (archaic)
  3.  Razorbill genus
  4.  Bleached
  5.  Continent

  6.  Fruit preserved in syrup
  7.  Impediment to one’s freedom
  8.  Nocturnal rodents
  9.  Earthy pigment
 10.  Relieved oneself
 12.  Golf score
 14.  Tech hub __ Alto
 19.  Sportscaster Andrews
 23.  Records electric currents 
 24.  Popular Hitchcock film
 25.  Revolutions per minute
 26.  NY Giants legend
 27.  Sports radio host Patrick
 28.  When you hope to get 
 somewhere
 29.  French seaport
 34.  Thai river
 35.  Rocker’s accessory

 36.  Extra charge
 37.  Influential American 
 president
 39.  Pain in the head
 40.  Great Plains people
 41.  Consumed
 42.  Soluble ribonucleic acid
 44.  Improves
 45.  Secret clique
 46.  Behind the stern of a ship
 47.  Dough made from corn flour
 48.  Fallow deer
 51.  Swiss river
 52.  Grayish white
 53.  Engrave
 54.  College’s Blue Devils
 58.  Midway between south and 
 southeast

C RO S S WO R D

S U D O K U

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Retirement have you
stumped? Let’s solve

it together.

SERVING RETIREES FOR OVER 22 YEARS

Get a secure plan tailored to your
needs, wants and what-ifs. Contact

us today for a free consultation. 

904-425-0943 RetirementTeam.com

Retirement Planning  |  Financial Strategies

Investment Management

Materials offered by Stratton & Company provide general information on the
subjects covered. Not intended to provide specific financial, legal or tax advice.

Investment advisory services offered by duly registered individuals through
CreativeOne Wealth, LLC a Registered Investment Adviser. CreativeOne Wealth,

LLC and Stratton & Company are unaffiliated entities. Insurance and annuities
offered by duly licensed agents. We do not give legal or tax advice, you are

encouraged to consult your tax advisor or attorney. By contacting us or attending
events, you may be offered a meeting to discuss how investment and/or

insurance services may meet your retirement needs.

When should I take
Social Security?

Can I afford
to retire? What if property

taxes go up?

How long will my
money last?

What if I live
a long time?

What if the
market goes

down?

www.RetirementTeam.com
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(904) 642-5111 (904) 642-5111 
4700 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32216 | www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com

2024 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500

SALE PRICE $42,980
6,900 MILES | STOCK# RG165329

2014 FORD MUSTANG V6

SALE PRICE $13,210
70,200 MILES | STOCK# E5246708

2017 AUDI S7 PREMIUM PLUS

SALE PRICE $28,930
76,183 MILES | STOCK# HN069893

2019 TOYOTA RAV4 XLE

SALE PRICE $22,680
46,472 MILES | STOCK# KW045778

2007 JAGUAR XKR

SALE PRICE $20,480
42,775 MILES | STOCK# 79B18963

2018 CHEVROLET TAHOE

SALE PRICE $22,230
143,177 MILES | STOCK# JR134792

2021 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE

SALE PRICE $22,690
48,227 MILES | STOCK# MJ190829

2017 CADILLAC XT5

SALE PRICE $15,510
111,467 MILES | STOCK# HZ176650

2021 CHEVROLET COLORADO Z71

SALE PRICE $29,880
57,700 MILES | STOCK# M1259577

2024 BMW 8 SERIES M850I

SALE PRICE $88,980
2,593 MILES | STOCK# RCR37514

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY - READY TO DRIVE OFF THE LOT!

ALL-ELECTRIC

2025 OP T IQ
MOVE INTO EV LUXURY

5-PASSENGER ELECTRIC SUV 
SEGMENT-BEST EPA-ESTIMATED 302 MILES OF RANGE.*

*Based on GM Lux2 SUV EV Segmentation. On a full charge. Actual range may vary based on several factors, including ambient temperature, terrain, battery age and condition, 
loading, and how you use and maintain your vehicle.

http://www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com



