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By Anthony Richards

It always feels good to win a district 
title, but it feels even better to shut out 
the opponent in the process, which is 
just what the Ponte Vedra High baseball 
team did as they defeated the Engle-
wood High Rams 8-0 to win the District 
4-5A title.

The Sharks entered the district tour-
nament as the top seed but had to travel 
to take on the No. 2-seeded Rams, but 
they did not let that or anything faze 
them throughout the tournament as they 
won a shootout against Orange Park 
High, 10-7, to advance to the title game.

The offense came alive for the Sharks 
during the district tournament, as they 
out-hit the Rams 15-3 and eventually 
blew the game wide open with six 
runs combined in the fourth and fifth 
innings.

Storm Lickliter had an all-around 
stellar performance as he pitched six 
shutout innings with nine strikeouts 

No doubt 
about it: 
Sharks 
cruise to 
district title

SHARKS  continues on Page 36

(904) 273-2691
615 A1A North, Suite #102

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(on the corner of A1A and Corona Rd)

Celebrating 20 Years of Providing Relief

THE

2023

of Ponte Vedra

Dr. Erika Hamer, 
DC, DIBCN, DIBE
Chiropractic Neurologist, 
Practice Owner/Founder

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT WHICH IS 
PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. CAN NOT BE COMBINED. MAY NOT 
BE VALID FOR FEDERAL PROGRAMS INCLUDING MEDICARE. WITH THIS AD AND ONE TIME USE ONLY. MUST PRESENT COUPON TO RECEIVE SPECIAL PRICING. CANNOT BE APPLIED TO A PREVIOUSLY BOOKED APPOINTMENT.

At Ponte Vedra Wellness Center, we are committed to providing effective, natural 
relief if you are experiencing pain due to an injury or a chronic condition.

Scan to book an 
appointment online.

Consultation & Exam
 A $260 Value!

*Offer also valid for reactivating patients - those not 
seen at the office in the previous six months.

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL*
First Coast 
Nonprofits

Page 17

Home Design & 
Remodeling

Page 24
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GOOD CAUSEGOOD CAUSE
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See more photos from 
the Chemo Noir One 
Mile & Wine Tasting 
event on page 18.

PHOTO BY SUSAN GRIFFIN

http://www.lotusofjacksonville.com
mailto:sales@thelink.zone
www.pontevedrawellnesscenter.com
www.worldimportsusa.com


Ponte Vedra Recorder · April 24, 20252   COMMUNITY NEWS

BRIEFS
Bookmobile Friends seek board members

The Friends of the Bookmobile of St. Johns 
County needs board members to serve a 
one-year or two-year term. The board meets 
throughout St. Johns County and virtually 
on the second Thursday of the month from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  If you are a book lover and 
library or bookmobile supporter and have one 
hour a month to help, contact Allison Olson at 
olsoninmn@gmail.com. 

Resume advice offered
The Savvy Job Hunters Ministry of Christ 

Episcopal Church will host a free virtual 
workshop, “Overriding Résumé Robots Ap-
plicants Tracking Software Systems,” from 
10:30 a.m. to noon Friday, May 2.

Learn how to optimize your résumé for 
success in your job search and make it past 
the résumé robots. The workshop will be 
presented by Audra Larsen, University of 
North Florida senior career counselor, Career 
Services.

Email Pam Ottesen at pottesen66@gmail.
com to receive the Zoom meeting link.

Beach cleanup is Saturday
The Guana Tolomato Matanzas National 

Estuarine Research Reserve (GTM) will 

conduct a beach cleanup from 9 to 11 a.m. 
April 26. Meet at the GTM Research Reserve 
Visitor Center, 505 Guana River Road, Ponte 
Vedra Beach, where gloves and trash bags 
will be provided. Participants will be directed 
to a specific beach for cleanup. Hat, insect 
repellent, water and sunscreen are recom-
mended. 

Email Candace.Killian@FloridaDEP.gov to 
participate.

Free skin cancer screenings offered
In honor of Melanoma Monday (May 5) 

and Skin Cancer Awareness Month, Advanced 
Dermatology & Cosmetic Surgery is offering 
free skin cancer screenings at select loca-
tions throughout the month of May. With 
skin cancer affecting millions annually, this 
initiative provides a crucial opportunity for 
the Jacksonville community to take action in 
protecting their health.

To secure a free screening, individuals 
can simply call 866-202-7050 and reference 
“Melanoma Monday” when scheduling.

Participating locations are:
• Orange Park, 1893 Kingsley Ave, Ste B, 

Orange Park
• St. Augustine, 200 Southpark Blvd., Ste 

207, St. Augustine

Palm Valley Market every Tuesday
The Palm Valley Market is held from 10 

a.m. to 1 p.m. every Tuesday inside the Palm 
Valley Community Center, 148 Canal Road. 
The market offers fresh produce, baked 
goods, local honey, tea, seasonal treats, soap, 
jewelry, plants and more.

Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club to meet
The Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club will hold 

its monthly general meeting and program on 
May 21 at the Marsh Landing Country Club 
clubhouse, 25655 Marsh Landing Pkwy., 
Ponte Vedra Beach. Check-in is at 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner and meeting are 6 to 7:30 p.m.

The program will be the PVWC annual 
charity and scholarship check presentations.

Cost is $35 to register. RSVP at ponteve-
drawomansclub.com/eventregistrations.php 
by noon May 16.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan
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Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of 
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —  
we’ll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to  
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at  
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Subscription Rates, Bulk Mail: 
One year, $40; six months, $25. Rates 
not applicable in Canada or overseas. 
To subscribe, call (904) 285-8831.
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Rare Oceanfront Opportunity in North Atlantic Beach – 100 Feet of Prime Waterfront 
1969/1963 Beach Ave - 100’ ocean frontage in Atlantic 

Beach offered at $8,200,000
Welcome to one of the most exceptional and elevated oceanfront parcels in sought-
after North Atlantic Beach. This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to own a 
property that combines breathtaking panoramic views, premium elevation, and 
remarkable development flexibility. Situated atop one of the highest natural elevations 
along the coast, this expansive 100-foot wide oceanfront lot offers an unmatched 
vantage point of the Atlantic, ensuring dramatic sunrises, cooling ocean breezes, and 
peace of mind with enhanced storm resilience.
Whether you’re dreaming of a luxury coastal estate or looking for a lucrative 
investment opportunity, this property offers multiple options:

• Develop a single grand estate on 100 feet of direct ocean frontage.
• Divide the parcel into two 50-foot lots, each offering the potential for individual 

custom beachfront homes with uninterrupted views.
Zoned for residential development and located in one of the most desirable stretches 
of the North Atlantic coastline, this property delivers the ultimate canvas for 
visionaries, developers, or those seeking an iconic beachfront lifestyle. 

elizabeth hudgins
904.553.2032

sarah alexander
904.334.3104

© 2025 BHH A�liates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway a�liate, and a franchisee of BHH A�liates, LLC.  Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not veri�ed or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

 #1 Real Estate Team in 2024! Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices • Florida Network Realty

elizabeth hudgins
904.553.2032

sarah alexander
904.334.3104

© 2025 BHH A�liates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway a�liate, and a franchisee of BHH A�liates, LLC.  Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not veri�ed or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

 #1 Real Estate Team in 2024! Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices • Florida Network Realty

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962
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TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!
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LiveScan Fingerprinting 
& Notary Services
· ATF (eft files) - Expungements
· Diocese of St. Augustine
· FBI Background Reports
· Summer Camp - FD-258 Hard Card
· Notary for POAs, Wills, Building 

Permit Forms, Personal Documents
· Notary Signing Agents

(904) 834-9626
scanmanfl@gmail.com
13000 Sawgrass Village Circle, 

Ste. 13, Ponte Vedra Beach
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED BUSINESS

www.scanmanfl.com

THE

2024

of Ponte Vedra

2024

Thank you!
Voted Best Notary

Thinking of Advertising in the Recorder?
For more info, call (904) 285-8831 to speak with a Sales Rep.

Incentive agreement with AdventHealth to be drafted
During the April 15 regular meeting, 

the St. Johns County Board of County 
Commissioners approved a request to 
draft an economic development incen-
tive agreement with AdventHealth to 
build a 12-bed freestanding emergency 
department of approximately 13,700 
square feet that will create 56 new 
health care jobs in the community and 
have an estimated $5.5 million econom-
ic impact on the local economy.

“St. Johns County is excited to sup-
port and invest in AdventHealth’s first 
venture into St. Johns County,” said 

Sara Maxfield, director of economic de-
velopment. “Health care represents the 
county's third largest employment base 
and the third largest job growth sector. 
A vital component to strengthening our 
local economy is attracting employers 
and industries that match our communi-
ty's workforce skills and needs. The ad-
ditional job opportunities AdventHealth 
brings to the county further solidify our 
reputation as a health care destination. 
We look forward to partnering with 
AdventHealth on this project and many 
more in the future.”

The medical facility will be located 
southwest of the intersection at State 
Road 207 and Wildwood Drive. The 
total anticipated investment for build-
ing, site improvements and equipment 
is more than $18 million. The average 
annual wage of the 56 new jobs will be 
$68,000.

The county's first annual rebate 
payment to AdventHealth is antici-
pated during the fiscal year 2027. The 
estimated annual payout is $84,790. 
The incentive's total capped value is 
$222,374.

“St. Johns County is growing quickly, 
and so are the needs of the people 
who live here,” said Denyse Bales-
Chubb, president and CEO, Adven-
tHealth Flagler and St. Johns market. 
“Emergency care should never be out 
of reach, which is why we will soon 
begin construction on a 12-bed emer-
gency department on State Road 207. 
We are committed to making health 
care more accessible and are proud to 
work alongside local leaders to support 
the residents and visitors to St. Johns 
County.”

mailto:scanmanfl@gmail.com
http://www.scanmanfl.com
www.tomtroutinc.com
www.beacheshomes.com
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“The earth laughs in flowers.” — 
Ralph Waldo Emerson 

By Kathy Esfahani
Many topiaries and 

ornamental standards 
thrive in our Florida 
climate!

Topiaries are plants 
that are pruned into 
ornamental shapes 
including balls, cones 

and spirals or more intricate designs 
such as animals or birds. A standard is a 
“lollipop” shaped form similar to a small 
tree with a bare trunk and round ball of 
leaves and blooms at the top. topiaries and 
standards come in both evergreen varieties 
as well as flowering plants.

As medium sized plants, they create 
a perfect middle ground between low 
growers and high bushes or trees. These 
plant styles create a focal point in your 
garden and enhance your landscape. They 
can be planted on their own or in groups 
to add a unique touch to your garden.

Evergreen topiaries will stay green 
throughout all seasons of the year. Here 
in Northeast Florida, the most popular 
evergreen topiaries include eugenia, 
juniper and podocarpus. Each of these 

can be shaped in many ways, but they are 
typically found shaped in cones or in one, 
two or three balls stacked vertically. 

Ornamental standard trees are flowering 
plants that add vibrant color to your 
landscape. Most have one round ball at the 
top of the tree and require light pruning to 
maintain that shape. Look for standards 
such as angelina, sapphire duranta and 
shrimp plants to attract butterflies and 
hummingbirds to your yard.

For a tropical look, select a hibiscus 
standard tree, available in a variety of 
colors. Hibiscus standards can even be 
found grafted to include three different 
colors of blooms on one tree! If you have 
more of an English garden landscape, 
consider a rose tree standard or gardenia 
standard for height and sweet-smelling 
blooms. A mandevilla is typically a 
climbing vine, but it is also available as 
a standard for a stunning feature in your 
landscape. 

Topiaries and ornamental standards are 
also beautiful in planters. They provide 
height to the arrangement and can be 

surrounded with draping vines or seasonal 
annuals. These planters are perfect for 
framing a front entrance or highlighting a 
back patio. 

Happy planting!

Flower of the Week: Hibiscus Standard

Please email Kathy at kathys.creative.
gardens@gmail.com for any questions or 
gardening tips you would like to see in the 
future. For more information and ideas, 
visit the nursery in Ponte Vedra Beach.
Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery 
196 N. Roscoe Blvd. 
904-655-7373

The Recorder’s garden columnist, Kathy Esfahani of Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery, 
shares her tips for growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

Kathy Esfahani

Topiaries and Ornamental Standards

Flower of the Week

Hibiscus standard 

Topiaries

Photos provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery

mailto:kathys.creative.gardens@gmail.com
mailto:kathys.creative.gardens@gmail.com
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BIG FIRM CAPABILITIES,
SMALL FIRM RELIABILITY
• Personal Taxes
• Business Taxes
• Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
• Outsource CFO
• Specializing in small business  
  & individual taxation
• Tax planning for individuals  
  & small business

Schedule a Consultation Today! 904-600-5533

Tammy Long, CPA   

2202 Sawgrass Village Dr, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
328 Stiles Ave., Ste 1, Orange Park, FL 32073

4 Bedrooms | 4 Bathrooms | 4,333 sq. ft. | $3,400,000
 Step inside 3255 Old Barn Road West and experience a 

completely updated one and a half story home that is perfect for 
entertaining family and friends. With over 4300 square feet of 

design this 4-bedroom 4 bath coastal contemporary is light and 
spacious, with an open floor plan that connects the large kitchen, 
dining and great room. This energy e�cient home has solar energy 

that converts sunlight into electricity that powers the home. 
Spectacular water to golf views of the 3rd hole of the Sawgrass 

South Course awaits you from your private oasis in a country club 
setting. Sawgrass Country Club, a private member owned club, is 
uniquely situated in an oceanfront gated community, with private 
deeded beach access, in the heart of Ponte Vedra Beach. Walk to 

the beach, watch waves roll in across the shore and enjoy the 
beauty and mystique of the charming seaside neighborhood of 

Old Barn Island in Sawgrass!

  Enjoy Sawgrass Living ... Simply the Best!

OBITUARIES DEATH NOTICES

Eileen A. Taylor
Eileen A. Taylor passed away on March 

27, 2025, at the age of 84 in Ponte Vedra 
Beach, Florida where she was surrounded 
by family.  She is heartily missed by fam-
ily and friends.

Eileen grew up in Phila, PA and gradu-
ated from Academy of Notre Dame high 
school. After having children and being 
a stay-at-home mom, she forged her way 
into the corporate world and started what 
would become an impressive career in 
marketing and advertising. She spent 
several years rising through the ranks 
in the insurance industry, eventually 
becoming a founding partner at the Mc-
Clure group — a direct marketing and 
advertising agency. The agency special-
ized in financial services and insurance 
direct marketing and received numerous 
awards. Eileen was awarded Philadelphia 
Direct Marketer of the Year in 1993. 

Eileen eventually retired to Ponte Ve-
dra Beach in 1996 and spent time golfing, 
reading, volunteering and reigniting her 
passion for bridge, which she learned to 
play with her mother Lilian. She played 
in several leagues and made many be-
loved friends along the way. She was also 
very active in the community supporting 
The Player’s Golf Championship for 20 
years, eventually becoming the director 
of volunteer services — in her retirement! 
Additionally, she volunteered for several 

years at Baptist Beaches Hospital and the 
Gabriel House.  She also stayed true to 
her Philly and East Coast roots remaining 
a die-hard fan of the Eagles and the Phil-
lies, a lifelong love of Frank Sinatra and 
treasured memories of summers in Ocean 
City and Avalon, NJ.

She always had a warm smile for ev-
eryone she came across and was famous 
for her positive energy and hugs. She saw 
everyone she met as an equal, from the 
grocery store checker to her nurses and 
all the people she encountered. She just 
enjoyed people in every walk of life.

She is survived by sons, Rick (Ari) and 
Chris (Julie); daughter, Jill; and grand-
children, David, Reese and Piper.

Contributions in her memory to Com-
munity Hospice in Ponte Vedra Beach, or 
Gabriel House of Care would be appreci-
ated. Please visit her online Tribute at 
www.quinn-shalz.com. 

Arrangements by

Brenda Maxine DiRito
Brenda Maxine DiRito, 86, of 

Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, died 
April 16, 2025. Arrangements by 
Quinn Shalz Funeral Home & 
Cremation Centre, 904-249-1100, 
www.quinn-shalz.com

Victoria Carol Miller
Victoria Carol Miller, 63, of 

Jacksonville, Florida, died April 5, 
2025. Arrangements by Quinn Shalz 
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre, 
904-249-1100, www.quinn-shalz.com

Andrew John Olearczyk
Andrew John Olearczyk, 72, 

of Lititz, Pennsylvania, died 
April 3, 2025. Ponte Vedra Valley 
Funeral Home, Cremation Center 
& Cemetery, 904-285-1130, www.
pontevedravalley.com

http://www.quinn-shalz.com
http://www.quinn-shalz.com
http://www.quinn-shalz.com
http://www.pontevedravalley.com
http://www.pontevedravalley.com
www.janetwestling.com
www.elevatedcpasolutions.com
www.weinsurepontevedra.com


Ponte Vedra Recorder · April 24, 20256   ONE OF US

Paul Carr

Paul Carr is a co-owner of Flamingo Coffee, and over the past seven years they have grown a tight knit relationship with the First 
Coast community and are preparing to expand to two new locations this summer, including one on Anastasia Island.

As told to Anthony Richards

Can you please briefly tell us about 
your background?

My name is Paul Johnson Carr and 
I was born in Fort Worth, Texas, and 
my dad has a doctorate in theology and 
was the youth pastor at First Baptist in 
downtown Jacksonville for years.

So, I was born in Texas, but then we 
lived in Gainesville for a little period of 
time where he was youth pastor at what 
is North Central Baptist Church, and now 
coming full circle, he is a youth pastor 
back down there.

I pretty much spent all my life here 
in Jacksonville and was homeschooled, 
which was such a wonderful privilege, 
and I just grew up around people that 
were really just trying to foster my 
growth and wanted to see me succeed. 

I grew up in such a loving environment 
and just had this background of always 
seeing my parents at service, whether 
it was to me or helping to service the 
people in the communities they were 
working in. It is such a commitment to a 
way to live and my foundation was just 
so strong.

I was able to play sports at schools, 
which was really cool especially 
being homeschooled. I think my first 
introduction to sports was Mandarin 
Middle School and then I played at 
Trinity Christian on the west side of 
town before actually finishing up at 
Eagle’s View Academy, where I was 
able to letter and play a bunch of sports, 
including golf.

I’m blessed to be a father of two 
wonderful kids and I have an amazing 
wife.

I feel blessed because I’ve had so 
many people invest in me and invest in 
my dreams and the way that I go about it. 
Giving it back is what stirs me up.

What led you to start Flamingo Coffee?
I was married and kind of searching 

for what my purpose was because I was 
involved in marketing and just knew I 
wanted to create something.

That’s when I got a job working for 
Bold Bean Coffee Roasters, which is 
one of the OG companies locally. That’s 
one of the cool things about Jacksonville 
is that we have a long history of coffee 
dating back to the Maxwell House 
Factory being here, where if you grew up 
here you’ve seen that drip and know that 
smell.

I can’t say enough positive things 
about the Burnett family and Bold Bean. 
I feel like I got my Ph.D. in coffee 
through those guys, and they are literally 
a university of coffee.

Bold Bean really saw something in 
both of us, which allowed us to invest 
more in each other and that time really 
built a strong foundation and belief in 
each that we could do it when that time 
came.

My business partner and I got hired at 
the same time, and we just grew up in 
such a community of a coffee brand, and 
Donny (Webb) and I really developed 
a relationship with each other through 
working with them.

We were both at a point where we 
were just so passionate about ideas, 
and then we were finally just blessed 
financially with the opportunity to go 
start our own thing.

Donny left first, and I was a little 
nervous because I really enjoyed where I 
was at and what I was doing, but Donny 
was just so driven about the idea of the 
Flamingo.

What has the journey been like since 
you started the company?

We opened up seven years ago in 
Murray Hill, which is such a wonderful 
area and since day one we’ve just had 
people coming in there and loving on us.

We started out just serving beer, wine 
and food, and actually added coffee later 
on, so the concept we’re kind of going 
for is like an all-day café and coffee bar 
vibe.

You can come in early in the morning 
and get a coffee and then you can come 
in later that night and get a good beer 
or wine. It’s even pushed us into baking 
foods, and we’ve got an amazing staff 
that has helped us grow that aspect. After 
a couple of years of serving coffee we 
decided to buy a little two-pound roaster 
and get into that side of things as well.

There were so many nights starting out 
where I could be with my family and the 

shop during the day and then be in my 
garage cooking beans late at night.

What are the plans for the future?
It’s crazy to think how far we’ve come 

because now we’re in the process of 
opening two locations here at the seven-
year mark.

We’re really excited to soon be 
opening two new locations in the 
Hanania Building in the Southbank of 
downtown Jacksonville and on Anastasia 
Island in the beautiful City of St. 
Augustine.

We’re excited to grow with our 
community as our community continues 
to grow and also continue to expand into 
other areas.

It’s been a fun seven years of just 
loving on people and finding out new 
ways to serve coffee to our people. That’s 
really our heartbeat and our passion.

Photo by Anthony Richards
Paul Carr began the Flamingo Coffee journey seven years ago.
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U F  H E A LT H  O R T H O PA E D I C S ,  W I T H 
E X P E R T  S P O R T S  M E D I C I N E  C A R E .

Whether you’re missing out on pickleball, planting tulips, swinging a golf club, or just taking those early morning walks, the board-

certified orthopaedic specialists with UF Health Orthopaedics can help you get back to living your best life. We have a history of being 

recognized for our award-winning care, including earning Healthgrades America’s 100 Best Orthopedic Surgery Award. Don’t live in 

pain or miss out on the activities that bring you joy when UF Health Orthopaedics can help get you moving again.

O F F I C E  L O C A T I O N S  I N  N O C A T E E  •  P A L M  C O A S T  •  S T .  A U G U S T I N E

GET BACK 
TO THE MAT.

Call 888.481.2135 or visit StJohns.UFHealth.org/sportsmedicine 
to make an appointment today.

Teens create Earth Day sculpture from old shoes
In a striking fusion of creativity, envi-

ronmental awareness and teamwork, the 
Teen Club at the link, powered by The 
Sapna Foundation, has unveiled a power-
ful upcycling project just in time for Earth 
Day.

The initiative, driven by teens, centered 
on a symbolic and ambitious goal: to col-
lect worn-out shoes and transform them 
into a vibrant sculpture of a phoenix — a 
symbol of rebirth and resilience. The teens 
were inspired by the idea of the mythical 
bird rising from ashes, drawing a poignant 
parallel between the revival of discarded 

materials and the renewal our planet needs.
The Teen Club members collaborated on 

the sculpture’s design, mapped out a plan 
for collecting donated shoes and handled 
the building and painting process them-
selves. Over the course of several weeks, 
they brought the phoenix to life — layer 
by layer — demonstrating not only artistic 
skill but also a deep commitment to sus-
tainability and teamwork.

Now completed, the captivating sculp-
ture is on display at the link in Nocatee, 
where it stands as a reminder of what can 
happen when creativity meets a cause.

“This project was more than just 
recycling,” said one teen involved in the 
project. “It was about proving that even 
things considered useless can have new 
life — and so can ideas, communities and 
the planet.”

Also, an Earth Day Workshop in part-
nership with The Giving Project is being 
planned. On Sunday, April 27, from 2 to 4 
p.m., members of the public can take part 
in this free workshop. Families celebrate 
sustainability and community by turning 
old T-shirts into reusable tote bags — no 
sewing required! The goal is to create 200 

tote bags to donate to the Chef Harvey 
Foundation, helping reduce waste while 
supporting families in need.

Bring gently worn T-shirts to upcycle. 
And hear about the incredible work and 
story of The Giving Closet Project from 
its founder, Jennifer Smith.  To register, 
search “FREE Earth Day Upcycling Work-
shop” on Eventbrite.com.

The Teen Club continues to offer teens 
in the area unique opportunities to grow, 
connect and make an impact. For more in-
formation, contact Director of Operations 
Jeff Tawney at Jeff@thelink.zone.

Contributed photos

mailto:Jeff@thelink.zone
StJohns.UFHealth.org/sportsmedicine


Ponte Vedra Recorder · April 24, 20258   COMMUNITY NEWS

Are you looking for meaningful work where you can 
make a difference in people’s lives?

NOW HIRING
SALES PROFESSIONALS &

PART-TIME STAFF

Interested? Let’s Talk.

Join our compassionate and professional team at Hardage-
Giddens. We are seeking caring individuals who are dedicated 
to helping families through some of their most difficult times.

Apply now and become part of a team that truly cares.
1701 Beach Blvd, Jacksonville Beach, FL

904-249-2374
jennifer.crews@dignitymemorial.com

• SALES PROFESSIONALS 
Guide families through planning 
with empathy and professionalism 
- ideal for those with sales or 
customer services experience

• Commission-based with 
flexible hours

• Compassionate and 
respectful demeanor

• Strong communication 
skills

• Professional appearance
• Reliable transportation

POSITIONS AVAILABLE: REQUIREMENTS:

How parents can help students ace test season
By Matthew Birt
Program director of Achievers For Life, The LJD Jewish 
Family & Community Services

Testing season has arrived for Florida 
students. Between end-of-course exams, 
FAST assessments, SATs and ACTs, 
students face a packed schedule that can 
impact their academic progress and future 
opportunities. With so much at stake, it’s 
essential to be prepared. 

Studies show parental involvement 
plays a crucial role in student success. 
The American Psychological Association 
reports that students with engaged parents 
tend to perform better academically and 
are less likely to engage in delinquent 
behavior.

Today's test preparation goes beyond 
reviewing material. It also involves teach-
ing students smart test-taking strategies to 
stay focused, manage time effectively and 
reduce anxiety — skills that parents can 
help reinforce at home.

The first thing parents should do is 
identify if testing season is going to be an 
issue for their child. The biggest indica-
tor of their potential success or failure is 
their grades. Take a look at their previous 
report cards to gauge how they’re doing, 

especially in reading and math. If you 
notice a consistent decline, you might 
want to hire a temporary tutor for your 
child so he or she can catch up before 
these assessments.

Other signs that your child may need 
extra support this testing season include 
spending excessive time on homework 
and avoiding discussions about school al-
together. If they’re consistently struggling 
to complete assignments, or seem anx-
ious about schoolwork, it could indicate 
they’re feeling unsure about their ability 
to succeed. In these cases, it’s important 
to step in and offer help: whether that 
means seeking additional academic sup-

port or simply providing reassurance and 
encouragement to boost their confidence. 
Times like these also serve as a time 
management learning lesson. 

Aside from identifying issues ahead 
of these exams, parents can implement 
positive routines at home to help prepare 
their child. A consistent study schedule 
will help your child avoid cramming 
and ensure they’re reviewing material, 
especially from the beginning of the year, 
in a timely manner. It can be as little as 
20 minutes or extend to an hour. And you 
can use a planner to keep track of what 
subject to focus on each day. 

It’s also easy for young children to 

become overwhelmed during test season 
while adding test preparations on top 
of their regular schoolwork. Teaching 
your child how to break down tasks into 
smaller manageable ones is a skill that 
will set them up for success into adult-
hood. For example, if they have a large 
math assignment, break it into smaller 
sections. Tell them to do 10 problems, 
take a five-minute break and repeat. This 
helps avoid overwhelming them with too 
much at once and makes the task feel 
more achievable.

Actual test-prep is what it comes down 
to, especially for SATs and ACTs. Have 
your child take short practice tests re-
leased from previous years. Remind them 
to read through the instructions carefully, 
pace themselves and skip difficult ques-
tions to return to later. On top of that, 
teach them tips like eliminating obviously 
incorrect answers first and outlining their 
thoughts before writing an essay.

Outside of their schoolwork, parents 
have an important role to provide emo-
tional support for their child. Be there 
to listen to their concerns and reassure 
them that tests don’t define their worth. 

GUEST COLUMN

TEST continues on Page 9

mailto:jennifer.crews@dignitymemorial.com
https://trascaandco.com/
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LAGOS TRUNK SHOWS
SAN MARCO | THURS - SAT, APRIL 24TH - 26TH, 10:00AM - 5:30PM

PONTE VEDRA | THURS & FRI, APRIL 24TH & 25TH, 10:00AM - 5:30PM 
SATURDAY, APRIL 26TH, 10:00AM - 5:00PM

Celebrating the small wins is easy and 
effective positive reinforcement. After 
your child successfully completes a 
practice test, reward them with something 
small like their favorite snack or a fun 
break (like 20 minutes of playing sports 
outside).

While it’s often repeated, it’s worth 
emphasizing just how important it is for 
students to get enough sleep, eat nutri-
tious meals and stay physically active 
during testing season. These habits are 
key to maintaining focus and reducing 
stress, which ultimately plays a signifi-
cant role in their success.

Your child can’t do it without you. 
Your involvement can make all the dif-
ference in their confidence and overall 
performance. Together, you can navigate 
the challenges of testing season and help 
them reach their full potential.

Established in 1917, The LJD Jewish Family 
& Community Services (JFCS) has been serv-
ing the community for more than a century, 
providing critical support to individuals 
of all races, religions and backgrounds. 
Through its Achievers For Life program, JFCS 
helps middle school students navigate the 
transition to sixth grade and beyond by 
offering academic assistance, guidance and 
social-emotional support. The program also 
engages parents by keeping them informed 
of student progress and equipping them 
with tools to enhance learning at home. For 
more information, go to JFCSJax.org.

Test
Continued from 8

Mussallem Beachfront Park renovation completed
On April 11, St. Johns County cel-

ebrated the renovation of Mussallem 
Beachfront Park (3365 Coastal Highway, 
St. Augustine) with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony.

District 4 Commissioner and Board 
of County Commissioners Chair Krista 
Joseph, District 5 Commissioner Ann 
Taylor and District 3 Commissioner Clay 
Murphy attended the ceremony, along 
with various St. Johns County adminis-
trators and staff and several Vilano Beach 
area locals.

“This property holds a special place 
in St. Johns County’s story,” Parks and 

Recreation Assistant Director Jamie Bac-
cari said. “Mussallem Beachfront Park 
reflects both our community’s history and 
a vision for the future.”

The renovation added expanding park-
ing, restrooms, changing rooms, corn-
hole, a walking trail and an overlook of 
the nearby marsh.

“This is a $1.5 million investment, and 
it’s a reflection of our board’s commit-
ment to expanding the public’s access to 
the natural beauty that makes St. Johns 
County so special,” Joseph said. 

“Mussallem Beachfront Park has 
always been a little gem tucked away 
between the ocean and the marsh, and to-

day we get to see it shine even brighter,” 
Taylor said. 

The legacy of the park’s namesake, 
former St. Augustine Mayor Edward 
“Eddy” Mussallem, was highlighted, and 
his daughter, Marcia Mussallem Byles, 
was present with other family members 
for the ceremony.

Contributed photo
The ribbon-cutting ceremony at Mussallem 
Beachfront Park

www.underwoodjewelers.com
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HUGE INVENTORY OF

Luxury Watches

BUY — SELL — TRADE • NEW OR USED
We can source most brands and models.

Large selection of diamonds, lab and natural.
FULL SERVICE CUSTOM AND REPAIRS

Jewel Tech, Inc.
SERVICE JACKSONVILLE SINCE 1979

Located in the Regency Bank of America Tower
9550 Regency Square Blvd, Suite 101

(904) 725-4850
JewelTechWatches@gmail.com

www.JewelTechJewelry.com
@JewelTechJax

D A Y

CE LEBRATE

a t

Gift Card Specials at Sawgrass SpaGift Card Specials at Sawgrass Spa

5.10 Mother’s Day Tea at Vernon’s5.10 Mother’s Day Tea at Vernon’s  

5.11 Mother’s Day Brunch at Vernon’s5.11 Mother’s Day Brunch at Vernon’s  

www.sawgrassmarriott.comwww.sawgrassmarriott.com

Atwater speaker to share compelling story about Africa
The Atwater at Nocatee will host 

Jacqueline Fogg at the Getting to Know 
You forum at 11 a.m. April 30. Residents, 
guests and the general public are invited. 
For any further information, call 904-
320-1056.

Fogg has had a rich and interesting life 
and organizers are delighted that she will 
share a snapshot of that.

She was born in the Lake District, 
England, near Scotland and due to her 
father’s employment with World Bank 
contracts, she grew up all over the world. 

After graduating college she taught at a 
Montessori School in Manhattan, which 
led her to creating a video called “Mon-
tessori in your Home,” which went on to 
win awards as well as being featured in 
the New York Times.

This was just the beginning of her illus-
trious career both in front of and behind 
the camera.

In 1986, Fogg went to visit her mother 
in Zambia. While there, her mother 
witnessed the tiny little school they had. 
Recognizing that there was enough room 

for growth in this small schoolhouse, her 
mother decided to start a school in the 
village called Kafue. 

She single handedly raised all the 
money herself and started a school. It 
opened with 40 students. 

Subsequently, Fogg’s father finished 
his contract and moved on to his next 
venture. Fogg’s mother had to leave Zam-
bia before seeing her school completed. 

Jacqueline Fogg then went back to the 
United States for a while. In 1987, at the 
height of Apartheid, she went to South 

Africa on vacation for two weeks. She 
left with two suitcases and a job waiting 
for her when she returned. Instead, she 
stayed for 25 years. 

While in South Africa, Fogg:
• appeared in seven movies
• produced 186 TV programs, all of 

which have been aired on TV.
• was nominated for Best Original 

Children’s TV series named “A Day 
at the Races,” a comedy in the Zulu 

ATWATER  continues on Page 11

Jacqueline Fogg at The Organization of American States 
attending an event.

Contributed photos
Jacqueline Fogg in Uganda attending the opening of a local clinic

Jacqueline Fogg stands on the Capitol steps prior to a 
meeting meeting in Washington, D.C.

mailto:JewelTechWatches@gmail.com
http://www.JewelTechJewelry.com
http://www.sawgrassmarriott.com
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DEL WEBB NOCATEE 
55+ GATED COMMUNITY

195 Sand Harbor Dr. 
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

$850,000
• Stardom Floor Plan with  

2 Primary Ensuites
• Extended Lanai  with Firepit

• Estate Lot
• Less than 30 days of use — 

Like Brand New
• $110K in Designer Upgrades

• Resort style amenities at  
the Canopy Clubhouse

• Restaurant & Bar, Endless Clubs, 
Bocce Ball, Tennis, Swim and more

2 Primary Ensuites + Office | 2.5 Baths
2+ Golf Cart Garage

DAVID BUTLER 904.716.7863
CLAIR BLANCO CORBETT 904.521.3288

DAVIDANDCLAIR@WATSONREALTYCORP.COM

131 1st Ave N 102 
Jacksonville Beach

904-372-0537 

ConneCting Food & Culture

(pronounced wah-hah-kah)

www.theoaxacaclub.com

All Day Happy Hour!

Monday - Thursday

11am - 6pm

Dia Feliz!

theoaxacaclub.com

language that had a viewership of 15 
million.

She has written six feature films and 
two animation movies, which are yet to 
be produced but under contract. 

The Department of State asked her to 
help in Africa working directly under the 
supervision of Colin Powell.

She came back to Washington, D.C., 
for a while but later returned to Lusaka, 
Zambia, and worked at the embassy there 
for a short time. While there, she jumped 
into a taxi and took a ride to see if her 
mother’s school was still operating. To 
her pleasure, the school was not only still 
in operation, but it was flourishing. The 
number of students had grown from the 
original 40 to 400 students. 

Fogg flew home to the States excited 
to tell her mother all the wonders at the 
school that she had seen. Josephine Fogg 

was determined to once again raise funds 
to expand the school. With the help of 
family and friends she did just that. They 
raised the funds and built an extra room 
onto the existing schoolhouse to accom-
modate the older students.

Jacqueline Fogg and her mother 
Josephine were invited back to Kafue 
where a special ceremony was planned to 
honor the latter. The school was officially 
named The Josephine Fogg School. 

Now the school maintains a roster 

of 600 students and is self-sustaining, 
which in itself is a major accomplishment 
in Africa. The Josephine Fogg School 
is proud of all their students and takes 
great joy knowing some have gone on to 
universities; three in the States and one in 
England. 

When Josephine Fogg was building the 
school, an old man from the village came 
slowly up to her and said, “The children 
who go to this school will cross rivers.” 
And they have.

Jacqueline Fogg is now living and 
thriving in Ponte Vedra, at The Atwater at 
Nocatee, and has started her own woman-
owned small business specializing in 
government contracting and education.

The name of her company is Cumbria 
Contracting. Learn more at Cumbriacon-
tracting.com.

The presentation is open to the public, 
and Fogg encouraged people from the 
community to attend. She plans to do a 
Q&A after the presentation.

Atwater
Continued from 10

Jacqueline Fogg at The Department of State conducting a training session 

Contributed photos
Josephine Fogg is honored in a ceremony for 
her work to build a school in Zambia.

mailto:DAVIDANDCLAIR@WATSONREALTYCORP.COM
http://www.theoaxacaclub.com
https://www.edwardsragatz.com/
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1,300 pounds of trash collected in beach cleanups
The Beaches Go Green Earth Day 2025 cleanup was held 

at four locations from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. April 19. They 
were: Atlantic/Neptune Beach (Atlantic Boulevard Beach 
access), Jacksonville Beach (Latham Park), Ponte Vedra 
Beach (Mickler Beach access) and St. Augustine Beach 
Pier.

At Atlantic/Neptune Beach, 420 pounds of trash were 
collected, valued at $3 per pound, resulting in a $1,260 trash 
abatement value. A total 8,754 cigarette butts were picked 
up. In all, there were 334 volunteer hours, valued at $31.61 
per hour, resulting in a $10,557.74 volunteer contribution.

At Jacksonville Beach, 640 pounds of trash were col-
lected, valued at $3 per pound, resulting in a $1,920 trash 
abatement value. A total 11,000 cigarette butts were picked 
up. In all, there were 274 volunteer hours, valued at $31.61 
per hour, resulting in an $8,661.14 volunteer contribution. 

At Ponte Vedra Beach, 80 pounds of trash were collected, 
valued at $3 per pound, resulting in a $240 trash abatement 
value. A total 370 cigarette butts were picked up. In all, 
there were 127 volunteer hours, valued at $31.61 per hour, 
resulting in a $4,014.47 volunteer contribution.

In St. Augustine Beach, 160 pounds of trash were col-
lected, valued at $3 per pound, resulting in a $480 trash 
abatement value. A total 3,152 cigarette butts were picked 
up. In all, there were 75 volunteer hours, valued at $31.61 
per hour, resulting in a $2,370.75 volunteer contribution.

In all, 1,300 pounds of trash were collected, valued at $3 
per pound, resulting in a $3,900 trash abatement value. A 
total of 23,275 cigarette butts were picked up. In all, there 
were 810 volunteer hours, valued at $31.61 per hour, result-
ing in a $25,604.10 volunteer contribution. This added up to 
a combined impact of $29,504.10.

Contributed photos

www.firstcoastheart.com
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Create your own enchanted chapter at 
Three Stories Inn

There’s an enchanting hideaway nestled within one of the oldest neighborhoods of St. Augustine-where 
you can leave the hustle and bustle of life behind. Three Stories is full of books and holds the spirit of 
storytelling within its walls. The digital inn offers high-quality accommodations, extremely convenient 
location, private parking, and local experience. Three Stories is within walking distance to the Lightner 

Museum, shopping, restaurants, bars, and other popular attractions/historic sites.

At Three Stories Inn, you can create a chapter of your own!

Let’s Start Your Next Great Story

‘cause every stay has a story.

To book at Three Stories, call 904.806.6014 or visit www.threestoriesinn.com 
Please send inquiries to vacationhost@threestoriesinn.com

The Foreword
1 bedroom | 1 bathroom

Your romance story starts with the Foreword, a boutique 
1-bedroom apartment ideal for a luxury stay. The 

Foreword is on the second level and includes balcony 
views where you can watch the horse carriages trotting by 

with a morning coffee or an evening glass of wine.

The Prologue
1 bedroom | 1 bathroom

Open an exciting chapter with the Prologue. The fully 
equipped 1-bedroom apartment provides a sophisticated 

stay with an interior design made for a luxury getaway. 
Enjoy views of St. Augustine from the apartment’s private 

balcony, within walking distance of everything.

The Epilogue
2 bedroom | 2 bathroom

The perfect setting for your St. Augustine trip, the 
Epilogue Suite is a 2-bedroom apartment on the third 
story. Relax in this spacious apartment that includes a 
sumptuously designed kitchen, sitting area, bedrooms, 
and bathrooms, as well as gorgeous views of the city.

http://www.threestoriesinn.com


Ponte Vedra Recorder · April 24, 202514   COMMUNITY NEWS

Ladybug sailing event to be held May 3-4
The Ladybug Event returns May 3-4 

with more sailing, more learning and more 
fun. Hosted by St. Augustine Sailing, the 
event celebrates the local sailing commu-
nity and shines a light on equitable access 
for all.

Tracy Edwards will be the keynote 
speaker this year. Edwards is a British 
sailor who skippered the first all-female 
crew in the 1989 Whitbread Round the 
World Yacht Race.

The fun kicks off at 9 a.m. May 3 at 
Windward by Camachee Cove Yacht Har-
bor, 3076 Harbor Drive, in St. Augustine.

“We wanted this event to highlight the 
sailing community, with a special nod to 
the growing number of women entering 
and flourishing in the sport,” said Rose 
Ann Points, owner, captain and broker at 
St. Augustine Sailing. “That’s why we’re 
thrilled to have a true sailing legend, Tracy 
Edwards, joining us virtually for an inspir-
ing chat about her life and the ongoing 
mission of The Maiden Factor Foundation, 
which empowers girls through education.”

The event begins with a full day of 
workshops and seminars designed for 
landlubbers all the way to experienced 
sailors. Topics range from cooking to 
medical preparedness at sea. Many work-
shops are free, but donations are accepted. 
The American Heart Association CPR 

Certification Course has a small fee as-
sociated with the official certification.

All Points Yacht Sales, in collaboration 

with Atlas Yacht Sales and SailTime, will 
host a mini-boat show on Saturday only, 
beginning at 10 a.m. and featuring an 

array of Jeanneau monohulls and catama-
rans. SailTime team members will be on 
hand to discuss memberships.

The sailing action kicks off Sunday, 
with the widely anticipated Ladybug Race, 
featuring both performance and cruising 
classes racing. The race is open to all. 
Freelance sailors can join St. Augustine 
Sailing’s Crew Program or Women on the 
Water (WOW!) for an opportunity to crew 
on one of its boats.

The racecourse will take captains and 
crew out of the marina and north up the 
Tolomato River, where boats will deftly 
combat the wind, tide and each other. For 
spectators, it will be a chance to see tech-
nical maneuvering, teamwork and skill. 
Guests can board the Committee Boat or 
one of St. Augustine Sailing’s comfortable 
luxury sailing yachts for the best views.

On the Water tickets begin at $49 per 
person and include light refreshments. 
Racers will be recognized at the awards 
dinner held Sunday evening, hosted by 
Outer Banks Boil Company, beginning at 
6 p.m. Tickets to the dinner are $89 per 
person.

To register for the Ladybug Race, a 
workshop space, buy spectator tickets or 
learn more, go to sta-sail.com/ladybug-
race.

Contributed photos
The sailing action kicks off Sunday, May 4, with the widely anticipated Ladybug Race, featuring 
both performance and cruising classes racing.

CHAMBER 
GOLF CLASSIC
Stillwater Golf & Country Club • St. Johns
Monday, May 5 • 9 a.m. Tee Time

20
25

Swing into action with the 
St. Johns County Chamber!

Sponsorships available! Don’t miss out!

bit.ly/sjcchamber_golf2025

bit.ly/sjcchamber_golf2025
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Spoil Mom with Sparkling Surprises
THIS MOTHER’S DAY

Unique jewelry, vintage and antique, new arrivals weekly.
Estate Jewelry is full of exciting surprises. There is always something unexpected to find.

ESTATE JEWELRY • NEW JEWELRY • BRIDAL • WATCHES • CUSTOM

Shop online at esplingjewelers.com
Where Expert Service Meets Your Jewelry Needs

MANDARIN
9825 San Jose Blvd #40

904-268-7975

JACKSONVILLE BEACH
3988 3rd Street South

904-280-7700

HOURS: Tues - Sat 10am - 5pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

LAB CREATED DIAMOND EARRINGS 
ARE IN STOCK & ON SALE!

Available in 1 carat 2 carat 3 carat or more! 
1 carat total weight starting at $949 

St. Augustine Food + Wine Festival set for May 7-11
The fifth annual St. Augustine Food + 

Wine Festival, named “One of Florida’s 
Top 10 Food & Wine Festivals” by USA 
Today, will take place May 7-11.

The festival, presented by Publix, will 
once again be a showcase of culinary, 
beverage and culture that highlights 
celebrity guest chefs, local chefs, wines, 
beers and spirits from around the globe. 
Live music, artisan market and a Publix 
Cooking Demo Stage are all part of the 
Saturday Grand Tastings festivities.

The festival’s weekend events will 
take place at Ancient City Farmstead, 
10 minutes from St. Augustine’s down-
town historic district, surrounded by 
1,500 acres of lush Florida greenery. The 
facilities include an expansive, luxury 
air-conditioned barn, where the festival’s 
VIP lounges and Sunday Brunch will be 
held.

The St. Augustine Food + Wine Festi-
val offers a wide variety of 21-and-over 
events for all tastebuds and budgets, from 
large-scale tasting events to new VIP 
lounges. The Mother’s Day Sunday Jazz 
Brunch is family-friendly, so moms can 
enjoy the day with their entire families. 
Guests can save $15 off all tickets, with 
promo code FINAL15 through April 30.

The St. Augustine Food + Wine Festi-
val 2025 schedule of events includes:

• “River Walk Tastings” in the 

historic district at San Sebastian Winery, 
157 King St., St. Augustine, 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Wednesday, May 7. Souvenir glass, 
with live music and food and San Sebas-
tian Winery tastings. Taste delicious bites 
from La Cocina at the Cellar Upstairs.

• “Harvest Awards & Tastings” on 
Thursday, May 8, at the Hyatt Place, 
Vilano Beach/St. Augustine, 117 Vilano 
Road, St. Augustine.

The Harvest Awards & Tastings 
event is an opportunity to taste some 
of Northeast Florida’s best fine-dining 
restaurants, presented by St. Johns Food 
Service and The Ponte Vedra Recorder. 
A curated group of restaurants have 
been invited to participate in this event. 
Professional culinary judges will officiate 
as the restaurants compete for a Harvest 
Award, (which requires the tasting dish to 

incorporate the use of a local ingredient). 
Guests will receive a wine glass to enjoy 
tasting wines and the festival’s official 
beverages, located throughout the beauti-
ful Hyatt Place Vilano Beach ballroom.

• “Smoke on the Walk” is planned 
for 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Friday, May 9, at 
Ancient City Farmstead, 395 St. Marks 
Pond Blvd., St. Augustine. A showcase 
of barbecue pitmasters, delicious chef 
creations and unlimited wine, beer and 
spirits tastings with a souvenir glass. 
There’s a new VIP lounge ticket this 
year; it provides early access at 6 p.m. 
There will be Publix Liquors & Coca-
Cola Open Bars, Rosé Garden, signature 
cocktails, special culinary tastings from 
Boar’s Head and YAMO Food Truck and 
much more.

• “St. Augustine Food + Wine Fes-
tival, Grand Tasting” will be held 2-5 
p.m. Saturday, May 10, at Ancient City 
Farmstead, 395 St. Marks Pond Blvd., 
St. Augustine. A fun afternoon of all-
inclusive culinary and beverage tastings 
in the beautiful pastoral farm setting. 
Tickets include a souvenir wine glass for 
unlimited beverage tastings from hun-
dreds of wine, beer and spirit exhibitors. 
Tickets are now sold out for the Saturday 
VIP lounge, which provides early festival 

FESTIVAL continues on Page 16

Contributed photo

www.esplingjewelers.com
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200 PONTE VEDRA BOULEVARD  |  904.285.6927  |  RSALES@PVRESORTS.COM  |   PVCLUBREALTY.COM

PONTE VEDRA CLUB REALTY

654 PONTE VEDRA BLVD. | PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL | $7,299,000
LISTED BY SUZANNE SCHINSING - 904.314.0331

668 LAKE STONE CIR. | PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL | $960,000
LISTED BY KRISTY DRUM - 757.449.2963

Preferred Membership Initiation fee pricing for the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, The Lodge & Club, Epping Forest Yacht & Country Club and The River Club
is available exclusively through Ponte Vedra Club Realty. Call us today to see how to take advantage of this offer.

4  BEDROOMS | 3 FULL BATHS | 2 HALF BATHS | 4,104 SF

FEATURED PROPERTIES

4  BEDROOMS | 2.5 BATHS | 2,553 SF

2.87 ACRES - PRIVATE DEEDED BEACH ACCESS BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED -  SALTWATER POOL

access to guests at 1 p.m., and takes place 
in the new luxury indoor, air-conditioned 
barn with private restrooms. Guests will 
enjoy curated VIP lounge tastings from 
Boar’s Head, YAMO Food Truck, Rosé 
Garden, Publix Liquors and Coca-Cola 
Open Bars, Gourmet Bloody Mary Bar 
and four signature cocktails from the 
antique Tap on Wheels truck.

The sultry sounds of Laiken Love and 
the Fellowship of Love Band will begin 
at 2 p.m. The cooking demonstrations 
on the Publix Cooking Demo Stage take 
place from 2:30 to 3:15 p.m. with Chef 
Rosaria Cammarata, St. Johns Food 

Service, and from 3:30 to 4:15 p.m. with 
guest celebrity chef/author Jeff Johnson. 
Guests can vote for their favorite tasting 
bites and drinks in the People’s Choice 
Harvest Awards, presented by The Ponte 
Vedra Recorder. 100% of the proceeds 
raised from the silent auction go to 
Vilano Beach Main Street; auction closes 
at 4:30 p.m.

• “Sunday Mother’s Day Jazz 
Brunch” (family-friendly event) will 
be held from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday, 
May 11, at Ancient City Farmstead, St. 
Augustine. The Sunday Mother’s Day 
Jazz Brunch is one like no other with an 
all-inclusive priced ticket featuring live 
music, brunch buffet with carving station, 
indulgent sides, made-to-order omelet 
station and a variety of desserts. Gourmet 

bloody mary bar, champagne, mimosas 
and a host of unlimited beverage sta-
tions from the festival’s partners includ-
ing wine, beer, spirits beverage tasting 
stations inside the brunch — coffee, iced 
tea and soft drinks beverages included. In 
addition to moms receiving a rose upon 
arrival, the entire family will enjoy being 
spoiled on Mother’s Day and this festival 
finale event!

The festival is made possible in part by 
support from St. Johns Cultural Council, 
Florida’s Historic Coast: St. Augustine/
Ponte Vedra and a 2025 St. Johns County 
Tourist Development Grant.

The festival’s primary official nonprofit 
partner is Vilano Beach Main Street, a 
local St. Augustine 501(c)3 organization. 
The festival donates a portion of ticket 

sales and 100% of the Main Event’s 
silent auction proceeds directly to Vilano 
Beach Main Street. The festival has also 
created a culinary scholarship with its 
nonprofit partner, First Coast Technical 
College.

Guests are encouraged to arrive early 
for the weekend events to avoid traffic 
congestion, for parking, pre-check-in 
to get IDs checked, wristbands and VIP 
lounge credentials, which will provide 
fast access for guests to enter the festival 
as soon as the gates open.

The most up-to-date festival informa-
tion is available at staugustinefoodan-
dwinefestival.com. The festival’s social 
media channels: facebook.com/StAu-
gustineFoodWine and instagram.com/
staugustinefoodwine.

Festival
Continued from 14

Contributed photos

mailto:RSALES@PVRESORTS.COM
www.pvclubrealty.com
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Inside Coastal Pug Rescue’s mission to 
save Florida’s abandoned pugs

By Holly Tishfield

When Heather Wettschurack’s daugh-
ter asked for a pug puppy 15 years ago, 
it sparked a journey that combined her 
lifelong love of rescue animals — espe-
cially dogs — with a growing passion for 
helping the breed.

In November of 2021, Wettschurack 
founded Coastal Pug Rescue, an organi-
zation serving Florida that specializes in 
rehabilitating and caring for abandoned, 
neglected and surrendered pugs to find 
them forever homes through adoption. 
The nonprofit rescues animals through a 

mixture of owner surrenders and shelter/
stray finds. 

Coastal Pug Rescue is an entirely 
volunteer-based 501(c)3 nonprofit. Vol-
unteers are what allows the organization 
to take in as many pugs as it does since 
the dogs live with volunteers until they’re 
adopted out.

While many people seek private breed-
ers for the right fit, some turn to groups 
like Coastal Pug Rescue, one of Florida’s 
few breed-specific rescues focused on 
pugs.

“We’re trying to educate people that 
it’s okay if you want a specific breed, but 
I guarantee there’s a rescue out there,” 
Wettschurack said.

The first step after rescuing a pug is to 
take the animal for medical care. Coastal 
Pug Rescue wastes no expense ensur-
ing that its animals are fully medically 
cleared, handling everything from minor 
vaccine updates and dental work to major 
surgeries and rehabilitation.

The organization is always seeking vol-
unteers to sign up for fostering. Interested 
parties need only fill out the form on the 
organization’s website, have an in-person 
conversation with the Coastal Pug Rescue 
team, and wait for a foster placement. 
Coastal Pug Rescue covers the cost of all 
medical care, food and other supplies.

Foster placements last about eight 
weeks, at which point Wettschurack will 
approach the foster to see if they would 
like to extend another four weeks or 

complete their volunteer period. Fosters 
must live in the Northeast Florida area 
to have easy access to the organization’s 
preferred veterinarian. 

“The only thing we want is to give the 
pugs a safe and loving home,” Wettsch-
urack said. “We wouldn’t survive without 
our amazing group of volunteers.”

Due to the small nature of the res-
cue, Wettschurack keeps in touch with 

many of the veteran pugs that have been 
adopted out by loving pug parents. She 
enjoys seeing them thrive and regularly 
invites her extended pug family to her 
home for gatherings.

“That’s the part that makes everything 
worth it,” she said. 

To get involved with Coastal Pug Res-
cue, or look through their adoptable pugs, 
go to coastalpugandpuppy.org. 

Volunteers with Coastal Pug Rescue A few of the rescued pug puppies

Contributed photos
All pugs receive extensive medical care once 
in Coastal Pug Rescue’s hands.

http://www.PonteVedraRecorder.com
www.jaxhumane.org
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OFFERING HOUSING-FOCUSED PROGRAMS THAT
INCLUDE SAFE SHELTER, NUTRITIOUS MEALS AND

VITAL SERVICES THAT HELP THE
YOUTH, FAMILIES & INDIVIDUALS 

EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS IN 
ST JOHNS COUNTY TRANSITION FROM 

THE STREETS TO STABILITY.

For more information and to learn about how
you can get involved, visit:
www.stfrancisshelter.org 

DONATE   |   VOLUNTEER   |   SERVE

 ST AUGUSTINE SOCIETY, INC. 
OPERATES ST FRANCIS HOUSE, PORT IN THE STORM & 

SOS STREET OUTREACH SERVICES...

By Anthony Richards

Chemo Noir celebrated its 10th anniversary with a 
major change by moving up its annual One Mile & 
Wine Tasting to April instead of the summer months, 
and according to the nonprofit’s founder Kat Casey, the 

Chemo Noir celebrates 10 years with race, wine tasting

RACE  continues on Page 19

Photos by Susan Griffin

http://www.stfrancisshelter.org
https://beachescoa.org/elementor-1582/
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24 Hour Crisis / Texting Helpline 904-824-1555
Safety Shelter & Transitional Housing
Rape Care Unit & Recovery Services
Court Advocacy / Legal Assistance
Confidential Counseling / Support Groups
Community / Professional Education

SCAN TO DONATE 

Betty Griffin Center is the only certified local center
to provide quality services, at no cost, to survivors

of domestic and sexual violence in St. Johns County. 

PROGRAMS & SERVICES

WWW.BETTYGRIFFINCENTER.ORG2450 Old Moultrie Rd. STE 202
St. Augustine, FL 32086

BETTY GRIFFIN CENTER THRIFT SHOPPES

DONATE. SHOP. SUPPORT.
Delivery & Furniture Pick Up Available! Please call (904) 495-8216

Locations: 
1961 A1A S, St. Augustine, FL 32080
445 SR 13, Fruit Cove, FL 32259 

Hours: 
Monday - Saturday 9:00am-6:00pm

Special Discount Days:
Monday- for seniors
Wednesday- for everyone
Thursday- Military & Teacher

 

danielkids.org 
904.296.1055

YOUR DONATION CAN
• supply counseling for 

abused children
• connect neglected children 

with foster families
• provide homeless teens 

with shelter and support
• strengthen and reunify 

high-risk families

You can make an immediate 
impact for local children who have 
been abused or neglected by 
giving to Daniel during Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. Our agency has 
spent 140 years helping children 
heal and create brighter futures.

HELP KIDS HEAL
By Supporting Daniel 

Please Donate  
Today!

move was well received and a success.
One of the obvious differences of 

having an event in the spring compared 
to the summer is the temperatures, and 

it paid off for the event, which had 
beautiful sunny skies for the partici-
pants to run under.

In the decade since it was founded, 
Chemo Noir has been holding the 
combined wine tasting and running nine 
of those 10 years, and it has continued 
to grow over the years to become the 

nonprofit’s major fundraiser each year.
As has been the tradition over the 

years, the run is unique in that it took 
place on the shoreline of Jacksonville 
Beach and starts and ends at the Casa 
Marina Hotel & Restaurant, which it 
has had a close partnership with for 
years.

Awards for various categories from 
the race were handed out while par-
ticipants enjoyed a selection of wines, 
which has become a staple at Chemo 
Noir events throughout the years and 
part of the fun vibe that Casey, a cancer 
survivor, has strived to create.

Race
Continued from 18

Photos by Susan Griffin

www.bettygriffincenter.org
www.danielkids.org
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A Community of Healing

After Audra’s heart transplant, Gabriel house became more than
just a place to stay. It became part of her healing journey.

Our whole experience here was life-changing, and
we still have connections with the people we’ve met.

—Audra

“ “

Audra, Heart Transplant, with her son, John

4599 Worrall Way • Jacksonville, FL 32224  
(904) 821-8995

Learn more at gabrielhouseofcare.org

After Audra’s heart transplant, Gabriel House 
became more than just a place to stay. It 

became part of her healing journey.

Jacksonville 
Humane 
Society seeks 
help for kittens

The Jacksonville 
Humane Society (JHS) 

is asking for the com-
munity’s help in saving 
the lives of underage kit-

tens. So far in 2025, JHS 
has taken in 317 kittens, 
and 216 of those came in 
the last 30 days. JHS has 

served an additional 
65 kittens through 
their Kitten Krusader 
program.

The public can help 
in many ways, the 
first being to act as 
temporary foster 

parents by bringing kittens into their homes and 
raising them until they are 8 weeks of age. JHS 
provides all medical care along with food and 

KITTENS  continues on Page 21

By Anthony Richards

Giving back to the community 
is something that people at-
tempt to do throughout the 
year, but thanks to a unique 
partnership within the local 
nonprofit scene has led to 
a 24-hour period on May 
7 and 8 designated as 
Giving Day 2025 in St. 
Johns County.

This will be the sev-
enth year the designated 
day has taken place, and 
the online event will be 
hosted by John 1:16 Founda-
tion, a St. Augustine-based 
public charity, and sponsored by 
Endless Summer Realty and The 
FOCUS Group in hopes of inspiring 
generosity and compassion throughout the 
community.

More than $530,000 was raised from 2,434 donors dur-
ing the 24-hour period, with all the money going toward 
more than 62 nonprofits across the community.

This year’s Giving Day will begin at noon on Wednes-
day, May 7, and conclude at noon on Thursday, May 8.

Giving Day 2025 is being promoted as an opportunity 

where anyone in the community can 
be a philanthropist because every 

dollar no matter how much will 
make a difference and help 

someone nearby in need.
People can give to the 

cause and take part in 
Giving Day by going to 
www.givingday2025.com 
where users can donate 
and search for various 
nonprofit organizations 
to find one that fits their 

passion.
Links to the nonprofits’ 

websites and/or social media 
will also be available so that a 

connection can truly be made and 
a one-time donation can possibly 

turn into something much more and be 
the beginning of a larger volunteer relation-

ship moving forward.
Anyone can stay up to date on updates surrounding the 

charitable initiative by going to its social media chan-
nels @givingday2025 on Instagram and by searching St. 
Augustine Giving Day on Facebook.

The community can reshare posts and interact with the 
local community online by using #GivingDay2025.

Nonprofits set to take center 
stage on Giving Day 2025

http://www.pontevedrarecorder.com
http://www.givingday2025.com
www.gabrielhouseofcare.org
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In the Pink is a non‑profit boutique dedicated to 
helping women heal, cope and survive the effects of 

all types of cancer… physically AND emotionally.

 ●Breast prosthetic fittings

 ●Post-mastectomy bras, 
swimwear, & garments

 ●Scarves, hats, & turbans 

 ●Skincare products developed for 
radiation and chemotherapy

 ●Salon with wig selection, 
fitting, free headshaving

 ●Educational and inspirational books

 ●Lymphedema products

 ●Gifts for patients, families, 
& caregivers

522 THIRD STREET NORTH  |   JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FLORIDA 32250  |   JAXINTHEPINK.COM  |   904-372-0029   

We are by appointment only.
We appreciate all of our clients! We donate products to our Medicaid clients (34% of our clients at this time).
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other supplies. When the kit-
tens reach the appropriate age 
and weight, they return to JHS 
to have spay/neuter surgery 
and find new, loving homes. 

Foster families save the lives 
of kittens of all ages. Some 
kittens are too young to eat on 
their own and require feed-
ings from human helpers every 
few hours. Others are able to 
eat on their own and just need 
socialization from humans. 
Occasionally kittens will come 
to the shelter with their mother 
and a foster home provides a 
safe place for her to raise her 
kittens with minimal interven-
tion from the foster family. No 
matter the age, foster homes 
provide the supervision and 
care needed for kittens to sur-
vive and thrive.  

Generally, the younger the 
kitten is the more supervision 
and care is required by a foster 
parent. Older kittens usually 
do not need around-the-clock 
care.

For information, go to 
jaxhumane.org or call 904-
725-8766.

Kittens
Continued from 20

SJSO assists 
Epic Cure 
in helping 
community

Community, engagement and recruiting teams 
with the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office gave 
back on Good Friday, April 18, along with chap-
lains, by assisting Epic Cure, Inc. volunteers in 
serving fresh produce and pantry food items to 
hundreds of local families in need.

Photos courtesy of St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office

www.jaxinthepink.com
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THANK YOU 
PARTNERS, SPONSORS & FRIENDS!

CHEERS TO 10 YEARS of HELPING CANCER 
FIGHTERS IN OUR COMMUNITY

2025             1 MILE & TASTING EVENT

I N T E R I O R

� � � � � � � � � �
DE S I G N

‘A Night in the Vineyard’ raises $208K 
for the Monique Burr Foundation

Programs help 
protect youth from 
victimization, abuse

The Monique Burr Foundation for 
Children’s (MBF) fourth annual “A Night 
in the Vineyard,” presented by The Shee 
Family in partnership with SoNapa Grille 
and Republic National Distributing Com-
pany (RNDC), raised a record $208,000 
for the foundation.

Guests enjoyed live entertainment, 
live and silent auctions, gourmet food 
by SoNapa Grille, curated wine pairings 
by RNDC, cocktails and great company, 
all in support of MBF’s mission to keep 
youth safe.

 “As the founder, this event holds a 
special place in my heart,” said Edward 
Burr, MBF founder and board chairman. 
“Monique would be so incredibly proud 
of what we have accomplished, and my 
sons and I are so touched that we are 
contributing to protecting children while 
simultaneously keeping her memory 
alive. This annual event has been well at-
tended year after year, and it is incredibly 

moving to witness our community come 
together for a shared purpose, and mis-
sion — to keep children safe from child 
abuse. We are so grateful to everyone 

who made the night a success. Our sup-
porters are true child safety champions, 
and they are contributing to a brighter 
future where children can be children, 

and we can collectively protect them.”
“What an incredible show of support 

for our fourth annual ‘A Night in the 
Vineyard’ fundraising event,” said Tanya 
Ramos-Puig, MBF chief executive of-
ficer. “With our largest raise to date, MBF 
is poised to continue to provide our life-
saving curricula in Florida, and around 
the globe. We appreciated the opportunity 
to raise awareness for prevention educa-
tion during child abuse prevention month, 
and we are thankful to the many spon-
sors, donors and guests who continue to 
fuel our work and serve as ambassadors 
for child safety.”

All proceeds from “A Night at the 
Vineyard” support MBF and MBF 
Prevention Education Programs — per-
sonal safety curricula that educate and 
empower children and teens with strate-
gies to prevent, recognize and respond 
appropriately to child abuse, bullying, on-
line dangers, human trafficking and other 
types of child victimization.

MBF is dedicated to protecting chil-
dren and teens from bullying, digital 

VINEYARD  continues on Page 23

Contributed photo
The Monique Burr Foundation for Children Board of Directors at the annual charity fundraiser, 
“A Night in the Vineyard” at SoNapa Grille. Pictured from left: Austin Burr, Donna Orender, 
Tanya Ramos-Puig, Edward Burr, Garrison Burr, Maxine McBride and Daniel Davis.

https://chemonoir.com/
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Do you know someone you  
want to refer as a patient?

• Cancer and Diagnostic  
 Screenings
• Prediabetes &   
 Diabetes Management
• Women’s Health
• Asthma Management
• Mental Health/  
 Behavioral Counseling

• Hypertension  
 & Blood Pressure  
 Management
• Pain Management
• Men’s Health
• Forever Health  
 (Well-Being)

South San Marco  (904) 399-2766 West Jacksonville  (904) 539-3020

vimjax  VIMJax.org

Do you want to  
become a donor? 

Are you interested  
in volunteering?

To Volunteer:
VIMJax.org/volunteer

To Donate:
Give us a call or visit our website at  

VIMJax.org/donations 

Volunteers in Medicine is a FREE clinic with the mission 
to advance the physical, mental, and emotional well-being 
of the working uninsured to improve quality of life for all.

Free HealthCare for the Working Uninsured

To Become A Patient:
VIMJax.org/patient

Our Services:

Grocer donates $107,750 
to children’s hospitals

Southeastern Grocers, LLC (SEG), parent company and 
home of Harveys Supermarket and Winn-Dixie, together 
with its generous customers, is donating $107,750 to eight 
leading children’s hospitals across the Southeast, demon-
strating the grocer’s ongoing commitment to supporting 
local children and their families.

As part of this initiative, SEG partnered with Roc Solid 
Foundation to create a customized backyard playset for 
one special oncology patient and her family, providing a 
safe, joyful space for play as she continues her recovery 
journey.

This month, Harveys Supermarket and Winn-Dixie cus-
tomers rallied behind their local communities by donat-
ing $1, $5 or rounding up their grocery bills at checkout. 
Every cent raised through this community donation 
program will directly benefit critical hospital initiatives, 
from family-centered care and therapeutic programs to in-
novative research, child advocacy and other life-changing 
services. 

Guided by a commitment to make meaningful impact 
where it matters most, SEG  partnered with the following 
eight children’s hospitals, including Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital.

In a heartfelt extension of this commitment, SEG 
recently partnered with Roc Solid Foundation to build a 
personalized playset for a 4-year-old patient of Nicklaus 
Children’s Hospital recovering from medulloblastoma, 
a cancerous brain tumor. Due to weakened immune 
systems, pediatric cancer patients are often unable to use 

public playgrounds. A private backyard playset offers not 
only a safe environment to play, but a meaningful oppor-
tunity for families to create lasting memories together. 

Through its partnership with Roc Solid Foundation, 
SEG has helped build five playsets for young patients 
at its stores in Jacksonville, Miami, New Orleans and 
Tampa. 

Contributed photo
Winn-Dixie makes a donation of $21,950 to Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital.

dangers, child abuse, trafficking and exploitation with 
comprehensive, evidence-based, prevention education. 
One out of four children will be victimized in their 
lifetime. However, child victimization can be prevented 
through education.

Since inception, MBF Prevention Education Pro-
grams have positively impacted the lives of 16 million 
children, equipping them with the knowledge and skills 
to prevent, identify and respond appropriately to child 
abuse, bullying, online risks, exploitation, human traf-
ficking and more.

To learn more about MBF’s comprehensive, evi-
dence-based prevention programs, go to mbfpreven-
tioneducation.org. 

MBF is grateful for its event sponsors. Without their 
support, the event would not be possible.

Sponsors include presenting sponsor The Shee Fam-
ily, as well as Arc Document Solutions, Boathouse 
Ponte Vedra, Brette Petway Studio LLC, Carlton 
Construction, Clockwork Marketing, Daikin Comfort 
Technologies, Dream Finders Homes, England-Thims 
& Miller (ETM), Fiorentino Group, Foley and Lardner, 
GoBright Marketing, GreenPointe Holdings, Jax Utili-
ties Management (JUM), K&G Construction, Lennar 
Homes,  Meridian Waste, Morgan Stanley/Lighthouse 
Wealth Management Group, Pepsi Co, Perry Homes, 
Pinnacle Financial Partners, PRI Productions, The 
Ponte Vedra Recorder, Republic National Distributing 
Company (RNDC), River Bay Investments, SoNapa 
Grille, Superior Construction, The Tim and Leah Chap-
man Foundation, TruTechnology and White Thorne 
Tree (Deborah Waldeck). 

Vineyard
Continued from 22

www.BrainTumorNetwork.org
www.VIMJax.org


Ponte Vedra Recorder · April 24, 202524   HOME DESIGN & REMODELING

PONTE VEDRA FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

( 9 0 4 )  4 8 1 - 9 9 8 2  •  W W W . J D O N O V A N A C . C O M

CAC1815340

SCAN ME FOR 
MORE INFO

HVAC System Repair
HVAC System Installation
HVAC System Maintenance
Licensed & Insured

How to prepare for a lengthy renovation project
Home renovations can increase resale value and outfit 

spaces to make them more accommodating to residents. 
Homeowners interested in remodeling projects understand 
that such undertakings are often a lengthy process. But the 
time spent waiting often is well worth it when the work is 
done and the finished product looks just as homeowners 
imagined.

Depending on the scope and scale of a project, home 
renovations can take anywhere from a day or two for minor 
cosmetic changes to nine months for a major project. The 
lender RenoFi says projects like remodeling a kitchen or 
bathroom have a lot of moving parts, including plumb-
ing and electrical work, structural changes, flooring, and 
installation of appliances. Due to that complexity, such 
projects may take six to 12 weeks. A home addition can take 
months. Homeowners weary of such lengthy undertakings 
can implement strategies to make conditions at home more 
manageable.

• Get a rough estimate from contractors so that you 
can budget accordingly. A project will go nowhere without 
proper funding. Get detailed estimates that include labor and 
building materials. Then start saving and stash money away 

for the project so you're not caught off-guard later on.
• Clear out clutter. Remove any extraneous items from 

the room or rooms that will be remodeled. Although it will 
be an added expense, it is a good idea to rent a storage unit 
or have a storage pod placed in the driveway or yard for the 
duration of the project. Move items that will not be needed 
into the unit. This will get them out of the way and protect 
them from damage.

• Consider starting in warm weather. Contractors will 
be going in and out of the home each day, and doors and 
windows may need to be propped open. Schedule a project 
during those months when temperatures are more comfort-
able. If the project involves limited access to the kitchen 
to cook, utilizing an outdoor grill or kitchen is much easier 
when the weather is pleasant.

• Stay with relatives. While some people have no issues 

Fun and innovative modern kitchen features to consider when remodeling 
• Concealed countertop appliances: 

The latest small appliances and gadgets 
can make easy work of preparing food, but 
these devices can add to kitchen clutter. 
A roll-down door "appliance garage" will 
conceal appliances kept on counters.

• Cleverly placed storage: Additional 
storage also can give kitchens a cleaner 
look. Narrow, pull-out drawers can be 
nestled in between cabinets or appliances 
to make the most of tight spaces. These 

spots are perfect for utensils or spice 
containers.

• Mixer lift: Baking enthusiasts will 
cheer if they don't have to lift a heavy 
stand mixer when preparing foods. A mixer 
lift is an innovative feature that enables 
homeowners to raise and lower the mixer 
from a dedicated cabinet any time it's 
needed.

• Microwave drawer: A microwave 
drawer maximizes space and boasts a sleek 

design. Instead of installing a microwave 
above a stove, homeowners can enjoy a 
beautiful range hood.

• Wine refrigerator: Available in a vari-
ety of sizes, wine refrigerators offer stylish 
storage for any wine lover's collection. A 
refrigerator can be installed into an island 
or lower cabinet and integrated into the rest 
of the kitchen.

• Double ovens: Double ovens are 
built directly into cabinetry and offer 

convenience and a sleek, modern look. 
Two ovens can make entertaining crowds 
easier, and separating the ovens from the 
burners lets homeowners install a cooktop 
elsewhere in the kitchen, which can expand 
floorplan options.

• Pot filler: A special faucet near the 
cooktop makes it much easier to fill heavy 
pasta pots. A pot filler can be quite handy 
for those who cook a lot and do not want to 
lug heavy pots from the sink to the stove.

RENOVATION continues on Page 26

www.jdonovanac.com


Ponte Vedra Recorder · April 24, 2025 HOME DESIGN & REMODELING   25

Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery

• New Pools /  

   Spa Construction

• Remarcite

• Patios

Cell: 904.235.7572 | floridaiconicpools@gmail.com
CPC#1460533 www.facebook.com/FloridaIconicPools

Florida Iconic Pools LLC
Specializing in New Construction 

• MENTION THE RECORDER FOR DISCOUNT •

Tropical Gutter Pros

Richmond American Homes opens showhome at TrailMark 
Richmond American Homes has unveiled an attrac-

tively decorated model home in the nature-first com-
munity of TrailMark in St. Johns County. Situated in the 
recently opened phase of the neighborhood, the model 
highlights one of six floorplans for homebuyers at the 
community. The model is fully furnished and open daily 
for tours.

“We are excited to welcome visitors to Richmond 
American Homes’ stunning new Daniel model home at 
TrailMark,” said Gaynelle James, marketing director, 
GreenPointe Developers. “This home captures the blend 
of luxury and comfort buyers expect. I invite everyone 
to come explore our community, tour our exceptional 
collection of model homes and experience TrailMark’s 
vibrant recreation-rich lifestyle.” 

The ranch-style Daniel model is light, airy and 
showcases a contemporary design aesthetic with warm 
neutrals accented by striking black and white finishes. 
From a charming, covered entry, the home opens into a 
spacious great room with multi-sliding doors that lead to 
a relaxing covered patio.

The gourmet kitchen features a double oven, an over-
sized island and a sunlit breakfast nook. The primary 
suite includes an expansive walk-in closet and bath with 
dual sinks, a separate shower and soaking tub. The plan 
has two additional bedrooms with a shared bath and a 
private study.

Richmond American Homes’ floor plans at TrailMark, 
which range in size from 2,300 square feet to 2,930 

square feet of living space, showcase designer-curated 
fixtures and finishes. Quick move-in homes are avail-
able. Prices start in the $500,000s. 

TrailMark has been carefully designed to embrace its 
natural environment, creating opportunities for resi-
dents to connect with both nature and neighbors. The 
recreation-rich lifestyle at TrailMark includes an array 
of amenities to bring the community together, such as 
miles of trails and parks, plus a kayak launch to Six Mile 
Creek.

The community amenities center features a beach-
entry pool overlooking a large central lake, fitness center, 

a variety of sports courts, playing fields and more.
TrailMark’s premier builder team, including Dream 

Finders Homes, Drees Homes, Lennar and Richmond 
American Homes, offers single-family, one- and two-
story homes in a scenic conservation setting, priced 
from the $400,000s to the $900,000s. Dream Finders 
Homes’ Reverie at TrailMark, a 55-plus community for 
active adults, offers single-family homes and abundant 
recreational amenities priced from the $300,000s to the 
$700,000s. Decorated model homes are open daily.

To learn more, go to TrailMarkLiving.com. 

Contributed photos
Richmond American Homes has opened a new decorated 
model home at the nature-first community of TrailMark.

The ranch-style Daniel model reveals a contemporary style 
dressed in warm neutrals with striking black and white 
accents.

http://www.palmcasual.com
mailto:floridaiconicpools@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/FloridaIconicPools
https://tropicalgutterpros.com/
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Your Partner for Exquisite Custom Home Construction & Renovation

www.bluewavebuilders.com

Paul Zebouni
822 A1A N #310 |  Ponte Vedra Beach 

 904-248-0395

• Professionally installed    
   wall-to-wall carpet

• Large assortment  
   of unique, in-stock  
   area rugs

• Sisal, Seagrass, Jute

• Custom sized carpets    
   and rug pads

Dream Finders Homes named Builder Of Year
Zonda's Builder announced Dream 

Finders Homes Inc. as the 2025 recipi-
ent of the Builder of the Year award. The 
award will be presented live at the 37th 
annual Builder 100 Leadership Summit in 
Dana Point, California, on May 5-7.

“The Builder of the Year Award is a 
highly anticipated honor that highlights 
the top builders in the country,” said 
Builder editor-in-chief Steve Laduran-
taye. “As we evaluated all the candidates 
for 2025, Dream Finders consistently 
emerged at the top. We congratulate them 
on their success and look forward to what 
the future holds.”

Headquartered in Jacksonville, Dream 
Finders Homes is a publicly traded 
and locally operated company. As No. 
14 on the 2025 Builder 100 list, the 
home builder had a busy 2024 reaching 
company records of 8,583 closings, a 
pre-tax income of $438 million and home 
building revenues of $4.4 billion, which 
is an increase of 18% compared to 2023. 

As of the end of 2024, Dream Finders’ 
land pipeline included almost 55,000 lots 
controlled.

Dream Finders Homes sells homes in 
more than 220 communities across 10 
states (Arizona, Colorado, Texas, Florida, 
Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Virgina, Maryland).

• Dream Finders Homes acquired Cres-
cent Homes last year, expanding into the 
markets of Charleston and Greenville in 
South Carolina and Nashville, Tennessee.

• In early 2025, Dream Finders Homes 
entered the Atlanta, Georgia, market and 
expanded further in Greenville, South 

Carolina, through the acquisition of Lib-
erty Communities.

• Dream Finders Homes acquired the 
remaining 40% equity interest in its 
mortgage joint venture, Jet HomeLoans 
in July 2024, and recently completed 
the acquisition Cherry Creek Mortgage, 
LLC.

• Dream Finders entered the Tampa 
market in late 2023, and Phoenix, Ari-
zona, market in early 2024; as well as ex-
panded into key markets along Florida's 
southeastern coast, and extended its reach 
into Southwest Florida, enhancing its 
presence in high-demand coastal markets.

• Net new orders in the fourth quarter 
of 2024 were 1,611, an increase of 46% 
compared to 1,106 net new orders for the 
fourth quarter of 2023.

“It’s not easy to deliver growth year af-
ter year and we have grown our business 
consistently every year for 16 years in a 
row, and are hopefully on track for grow-
ing a 17th year in 2025,” added Zalupski.

living in a residence during a renovation, 
others may find the work simply too incon-
venient or distracting to be around. Time 

away from the property can help manage 
stress, and prevent kids, pets and others 
from getting in the way of work.

• Safeguard sensitive items. Take inven-
tory of items in the home and catalog them 
for insurance purposes. This way you're 
covered in the case of damage or theft. 
Remove documents, like birth certificates, 

passports, insurance policies, and other 
private papers, and keep them in a safety 
deposit box or fireproof safe.

Home renovations may stretch on for 
weeks or months. However, with adequate 
preparation, homeowners can see such 
projects through without facing too much 
adversity.

Renovation
Continued from 24

www.carpetconceptsjacksonville.com
www.bluewavebuilders.com
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St. Augustine 
Food + Wine Festival

May 7 - 11, 2025

Thank You to Our Partners!

SAVE $15 on Festival Tickets* 
with FINAL15 Promo Code!
Enjoy a variety of all-inclusive beverage and 
culinary tasting events, featuring some of 
the region’s best restaurants, food trucks, 
artisans and more. Hundreds of wines, beers 
and spirits to sample with a souvenir glass – 
Limited Discount Tickets Available!

Grand Tasting, Saturday, May 10
• NEW VIP Lounge! Indoor, air-conditioned with Rosé Garden, 

Gourmet Bloody Mary Bar, Open Bars, Signature Bites, 
Private Restrooms and Early Access!

• Live Music, Publix Cooking Demo Stage, Silent Auction, 
Artisan Market & People’s Choice Harvest Awards

• Hundreds of varieties of beverages tastings & great restaurants!

NEW LOCATION
Friday - Sunday events only!

St. Augustine’s BRAND-NEW premier 
wedding and event venue, Ancient City 
Farmstead! Only 10 minutes from historic, 
downtown St. Augustine, for Friday - Sunday!

“One of Florida’s Top 10 
Food & Wine Festivals” 

USA Today

“One of Florida’s Best Food 
and Wine Festivals” 

Miami Herald

StAugustineFoodandWineFestival.com 

Buy Tickets Now!
*EXPIRES APRIL 30, 2025

F O O D
+ W I N E  F E S T I V A L

S T . A U G U S T I N E

PRESENTED BY

www.StAugustineFoodandWineFestival.com
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From Ocean to Green and 
Everything in Between
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Ascension St. Vincent’s expands services at Baymeadows location
Ascension St. Vincent’s is expanding 

services provided at the health system’s 
Baymeadows location to include urgent 
care walk-in appointments, as the health 
system continues to meet the growing 
needs of communities across Northeast 
Florida.

Ascension St. Vincent’s currently offers 
adult and pediatric primary care services 
on-site at 10058 Baymeadows Road 
(intersection of Baymeadows Road and 
Southside Boulevard) including annual 
physicals, immunizations, lab tests and 
medication management among others. 
By adding urgent care services, those in 
the area now have the option to receive 
walk-in care for minor injuries and ill-
nesses. 

Urgent care walk-in hours: 
• Monday-Friday: 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Saturday: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Sunday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The Baymeadows site will now have 

urgent care walk-ins and appointments 
for:

• Allergies
• Animal and insect bites
• Cuts that may need stitches
• Ear or eye infections
• Fever
• Minor burns
• Severe sore throat and cough
• Sinus or upper respiratory infections
• Skin infections
• Sprains and strains

• Urinary tract infections
“By offering heightened services at our 

Baymeadows location, we are ensur-
ing that families are able to receive the 
care they need and deserve,” said Mike 
Shaw, chief strategy officer for Ascen-
sion Florida. “We are focused on meeting 
the patients we serve in the communi-
ties where they live. If we can expand 
services on the sites we already operate, 
we will never hesitate to do so.”

St. Vincent’s also recently began 

construction of a freestanding emergency 
room on Jacksonville’s Southside that is 
slated to open spring 2026. The project 
at Beach and Kernan boulevards includes 
nine treatment spaces and CT and X-ray 
technology. More than 40 associates 
will work at the care site and the team is 
expected to see nearly 16,000 patients 
annually. 

St. Vincent’s was named a top 15 
health system in the country for 2024 by 
Fortune and PINC AI.

The Baymeadows Urgent Care Team Ascension St. Vincent’s Baymeadows

Contributed photos

http://www.PonteVedraRecorder.com
www.sawgrasscountryclub.com
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Empowering Women 
Through Divorce

We offer women the guidance and support needed to take 
the first steps towards a more successful life and future.

Divorce • Mediation • Domestic Violence • Paternity • Relocation • Alimony 
Nuptial Agreements • Contempt/Enforcement • Modification Orders

Florida Women’s Law Group is the only divorce and family 
law firm exclusively serving women in Northeast Florida.

(904) 595-8515
Offices Jacksonville

www.floridawomenslawgroup.com

Personalized financial advice 
to help achieve your goals

Chris Thompson

Call/Text: 904.944.6042
O�ce: 904.380.2290 | Fax: 904.380.2323
818 A1A North, Suite 301, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993 

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®

Ameriprise Financial cannot guarantee future �nancial results. 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2024 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

Private Wealth Advisor
Managing Director 

Thinking of Advertising in the Recorder?
For more info, call (904) 285-8831 to speak with a Sales Rep.

311 3rd St. N.
Jax Beach

904.853.6217

150 Fountains Way
St. Johns 

904.343.0882

 Open 7 Days A Week
11 am to 2:30 pm

4 pm to 10 pm

Authentic Indian 
and Nepali Cuisine

Eat Local!

Scan to place online 
order at Jax Beach 

location 

Scan to place online 
order at St. Johns 

location 

TWO LOCATIONS: 

Welcome 2025! BOOK RESERVATIONS NOW
FOR ALL YOUR EVENTS & CELEBRATIONS!

WWW.JAXSPICE.COM  | jaxspicefamily@jaxspice.com

Baptist Health hospitals earn distinction for high-quality maternity care
Baptist Medical Center Beaches, Baptist Medical Center 

Clay, Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville and Baptist 
Medical Center South recently received The Joint Commis-
sion’s Maternal Levels of Care (MLC) Verification.

The verification is designed to help ensure patients are 
matched with the right care in the right place at the right 
time based on their unique newborn and maternal health 
needs.

“This designation demonstrates that we are committed 
to ensuring every mother and baby receives care tailored 
to their unique needs, from routine deliveries to complex 
cases,” said Dr. Kathryn Villano, maternal and fetal medi-
cine specialist with Regional Obstetric Consultants who 
practices at Baptist Health. “For our community, it means 
knowing that exceptional, evidence-based care is avail-
able close to home, improving outcomes for families and 
strengthening overall maternal health.” 

Baptist Health is an integrated system of care with the 
ability to care for the full spectrum of maternal health 
needs:

• Baptist Beaches received the Level I designation, 
meaning the hospital and its staff are prepared to care for 
mothers with low- to moderate-risk pregnancies and have 
the ability to detect and manage unexpected maternal-fetal 
or neonatal problems until a patient is transferred for a 
higher level of care. 

• Baptist Clay received the Specialty Care (Level II) 
designation, covering all the Level I requirements, with 
the ability to care for moderate- to high-risk antepartum, 

intrapartum and postpartum conditions.
• Baptist South received the Subspeciality Care (Level 

III) designation, covering all Level I and Level II require-
ments, plus care for more complex maternal medical condi-
tions, obstetric complications and fetal conditions.

• Baptist Jacksonville received the Regional Perinatal 
Health Care Center (Level IV) designation, the highest 
verification, demonstrating all Level I to Level III require-
ments, plus multidisciplinary medical and surgical care 
for the most complex maternal conditions and critically ill 
pregnant women and fetuses throughout antepartum, intra-
partum and postpartum care.

Having a system like Baptist Health with different levels 
of maternal care across hospitals is essential for making 

sure moms and babies get the right care at the right time. 
With this structured approach, moms with low-risk preg-
nancies can safely deliver at hospitals designed for routine 
maternity care, while those with more complex medical 
needs have access to hospitals equipped with advanced 
specialists, technology and resources. If a higher level of 
care is needed, hospitals can quickly coordinate transfers 
to ensure moms and babies receive specialized treatment 
without delay.

“This approach ensures every mom has access to care 
that is right for her and baby,” said Tammy Daniel, execu-
tive vice president and chief nursing officer at Baptist 
Health. “If a pregnancy is low-risk, moms can deliver close 
to home with the support they need. But if complications 
arise, we have a seamless process to connect them with 
advanced care. It’s all about keeping moms and babies safe 
while making the best use of health system resources. Most 
importantly, it demonstrates our commitment to supporting 
all pregnancies and births in our community.” 

The MLC Verification process involves a comprehensive 
on-site review from The Joint Commission to verify the 
level of care provided at each hospital. All reviewers are 
obstetric providers, such as OB nurses, midwives or clini-
cians. 

The verification program was developed using the Amer-
ican College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists’ Levels of 
Maternal Care and Obstetric Care Consensus document and 
ultimately aims to make childbirth a safer experience for 
mothers and babies. 

Contributed photo
The maternity team at Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville.

http://www.floridawomenslawgroup.com
mailto:chris.thompson@ampf.com
mailto:jaxspicefamily@jaxspice.com
www.jaxspice.com
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Borocz named TPC 
Sawgrass general manager

TPC Sawgrass, home of THE PLAY-
ERS Championship, has announced its 
new general manager, Matt Borocz. With 
more than 20 years of service at TPC 
Sawgrass, Borocz brings a vast amount of 
knowledge and dedication to the position. 

“Matt has been an invaluable member 
of our team for the past 21 years, contrib-
uting significantly to the club’s success 
while providing an unparalleled experi-
ence throughout the year, including during 
THE PLAYERS Championship,” said 
Vic Aliprando, senior vice president of 
TPC operations. “His leadership and deep 
understanding of our operations make him 
uniquely qualified to step into this role, 
and we are confident he will continue to 
serve the club with the same excellence 
and care that he has always demonstrat-
ed.”

Borocz, who had served as acting gener-
al manager since January, succeeds Derek 
Sprague, who was named chief executive 
officer of the PGA of America in Decem-
ber after seven years at TPC Sawgrass.

An Ohio native, Borocz most recently 
served as the assistant general manager at 
TPC Sawgrass, where he has spent the last 
11 years committed to the club’s growth 
while working to provide members and 

guests with an unmatched experience. He 
led the TPC Sawgrass staff in hosting a 
successful 51st edition of THE PLAYERS 
Championship.

“It’s a true honor to be trusted to lead 
the club I’ve called home for the past 21 
years as I continue to work alongside this 
passionate and dedicated group of people,” 
Borocz said. “I’m excited to elevate the al-
ready remarkable experience here in Ponte 
Vedra Beach, ensuring our members and 
guests continue to enjoy our world-class 
golf courses and exceptional service while 
making unforgettable memories both on 
and off the course.”

Borocz began his career with the TPC 
Network in 1999 at TPC Myrtle Beach, 
starting in outside operations before 
advancing to assistant golf professional. 
He joined TPC Sawgrass in 2004, serving 
as assistant golf professional before being 
named head golf professional in 2007. He 
was promoted to assistant general manager 
in 2014.

A graduate of the PGA Golf Manage-
ment program at Coastal Carolina Uni-
versity, Borocz has been a longstanding 
member of the PGA of America since 
2004 and currently serves as the president 
of North Florida PGA Section.

Cummer Museum 
director to retire

The Cummer Museum of Art & Gar-
dens Board of Trustees has accepted the 
retirement notice submitted by Andrea 
Barnwell Brownlee, Ph.D., the George W. 
and Kathleen I. Gibbs Director and CEO. 
Her retirement will be effective May 1.

The Cummer Museum’s current chief 
financial officer, Kimberly Noble, will 
serve as interim director and CEO while a 
national search is conducted for a perma-
nent successor.

“I have been honored to lead the Cum-
mer Museum of Art & Gardens and am 
proud it is increasingly regarded as a 
vibrant cultural hub of Jacksonville that 
is welcoming to all,” said Brownlee. “I 
am excited about devoting more time to 
my family and pursuing other interests. I 
wish the Cummer Museum, its board of 
trustees, exceptional staff and docents all 

the best.”
Brownlee took the helm of the Cummer in December 2020. Under her leader-

ship, the Cummer Museum has received nationally recognized awards, includ-
ing a $1 million capacity grant from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and 
a Leadership in Art Museums award by a consortium of funders including the 
Ford Foundation, Mellon Foundation, Pilot House Philanthropy and the Alice L. 
Walton Foundation to establish the Dr. Johnnetta Betsch Cole Associate Curator 
position.

During Brownlee’s tenure the Cummer Museum has presented a series of 
dynamic nationally and internationally traveling exhibitions.

Andrea Barnwell Brownlee

www.StarlingLiving.com
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COSMETIC DENTISTRY
At Guided Smiles Prosthodontics & Implant Center, we understand that even the most 

minor tooth imperfections can significantly impact the appearance of your smile. We are 
proud to offer a range of cosmetic dentistry procedures to correct aesthetic concerns, 

including the color, size, shape, and alignment of your teeth. A visit to our office will have 
you on your way to a smile you love before you know it!

Dr. Blackmon will work with you to create a fully customized treatment plan to address 
any immediate restorative needs and correct tooth flaws or imperfections. Your smile 
makeover may require one or several procedures to restore the health, function, and 

beauty of your smile. You’ll love the final, stunning results!

153 Fort Wade Rd., Ste 100, Ponte Vedra

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

CARLOS BLACKMON, 
DDS, MS

PROSTHODONTIST

YOUR SMILE SAYS IT ALL
PROVIDING TRUSTED SPECIALIZED CARE TO PATIENTS

No Insurance? We’ve got you covered! $500 A YEAR

Teeth Whitening • Dental Veneers • Cosmetic Bonding • Dental Crowns • Smile Makeovers
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Beaches, A Celebration of the Arts gala is May 4
Tickets are available for First Coast 

Cultural Center’s 6th Annual Beaches, 
A Celebration of the Arts gala to benefit 
educational art programs. This festive 
Grecian-themed fundraiser will be held 
on Sunday, May 4, at the TPC Clubhouse 
in Ponte Vedra Beach from 6 to 8 p.m. 

Highlights include inspired chef spe-
cialties, live music, a silent auction, art 
demonstrations and an awards presenta-
tion.

“We look forward to honoring those 
who positively impact our community 
as we celebrate FCCC’s ‘Year of the 
Pearl,’ marking 30 years of prosperity as 
a nonprofit organization,” said Kimberly 
Sheridan, fundraising manager.

The gala, which has been a sell-out in 
the past, is the center’s primary fund-
raising event for the year, according to 
Sheridan. Proceeds support a variety of 
community engagement programs for all 
ages, including Sound Connections Mu-

sic Therapy for children with disabilities. 
This is offered free to St. Johns County 
students, including Title I schools.  

Sheridan added that Ben Becker, 
Action News Jax anchor; Dr. Arun 
Gulani, world-renowned eye surgeon 
from Gulani Vision Institute and the 
gala’s master of ceremonies; and Silvia 

Romero, FCCC’s new senior director of 
operations; will share a few words along 

with FCCC Board Member Mike Story 
and Candice Sirak, Sound Connections 
Music Therapy manager.

Tickets can be purchased on FCCC’s 
website at https://firstcoastculturalcen-
ter.org/beaches-a-celebration-of-the-
arts-2025.

Those interested in sponsoring the 
event can contact Kimberly Sheridan at 
904-280-0614, Ext. 1205, or ksheridan@
firstcoastculturalcenter.org. 

At the time of publication, the spon-
sors are: Lazzara Family Foundation, 
Ron and Hilah Autrey, Gulani Vision 
Institute and PNC Bank. 

Awards include The Ron and Hilah 
Autrey Arts Education and Advocacy 
Award, #Gulanism Award and The Irene 
Lazzara Beaches, A Celebration of the 
Arts Award. FCCC will also celebrate 
the Emerging Artist Award, Community 
Impact Award (Member’s Choice) and 
The Art of Giving Award. 

Contributed photos
First Coast Cultural Center Beaches Gala 2024

Potter Catherine Justus gives a 
demonstration at the 2024 FCCC Beaches 
Gala at Sawgrass.

mailto:news@pontevedrarecorder.com
http://www.PonteVedraRecorder.com
https://firstcoastculturalcen-ter.org/beaches-a-celebration-of-the-arts-2025
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www.guidedsmilesjax.com
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SEASON SCHEDULE

Roald Dahl’s 
Charlie and the  

Chocolate Factory 
JUNE 26 – AUGUST 17  

Come From Away  
AUGUST 28 – OCT. 5  

The Mystery of  
Edwin Drood  

OCT. 9 – NOV. 16

Elf  
The Musical  
NOV. 20 - DEC. 24

G E T  YO U R  A L H A M B R A  T I C K E TS  TO D AY !

more “loverly”  
than ever.

Join the fun MAY 15 – JUNE 22

Latin Jazz Ensemble 
to perform April 27

The Jacksonville Jazz Collective 
will heat up Jacoby Symphony Hall 
at 3 p.m. Sunday, April 27, with the 
sizzling rhythms and vibrant energy of 
Latin jazz. Be transported to the streets 
of Havana and the jazz clubs of Rio de 
Janeiro as this talented ensemble deliv-
ers Latin-inspired magic that leaves 
you dancing in your seats.

Featured artists are: Jacksonville 
Jazz Collective, Michelle Manzo, 
Goliath Flores

Jacksonville Symphony is located at 
300 Water St., Jacksonville.

This is part of the JP Morgan Chase 
Jazz Series.

Jacksonville Symphony to 
present Dvořák’s ‘New World’

Conductor Shiyeon Sung takes the 
baton for a Jacksonville Symphony 
program embracing the diverse sounds 
of America.

Celebrate America’s diverse cul-
tures in a captivating performance of 
Dvořák’s “New World Symphony.”

Pastoral themes of Copland’s “The 
Tender Land Suite” delve into the Amer-
ican heartland and Coleman’s “Seven 
O’Clock Shout” bridges classical and 
jazz traditions for a contemporary flair.

The concert is at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
April 25, and Saturday, April 26.

The Jacksonville Symphony is located 
at 300 Water St., Jacksonville.

This is a Greta Challen Artist Series 
concert and part of the Florida Blue 
Classical Series. Contributed image

Contributed image

Community Art 
Project on display in 

May at Butterfield 
Garage Art Gallery

Butterfield Garage Art Gallery invited 
the entire community to exercise their 
creative chops around the theme “The 
Art of Food.” This eclectic show, allowed 
anyone in the community to have the 
opportunity to explore personal interpre-
tations of the theme. Butterfield’s mission 
is to encourage accessibility and dialogue 
between artists, patrons and the com-
munity within Northeast Florida. This 
exhibit is an example of that goal.

Beginners to well-known local art-
ists have responded, and this upcoming 
exhibit displays the results from that 
open call. All entries will be on display 
in the gallery during the month of May. 
The exhibit’s opening reception will take 
place from 5 to 9 p.m. Friday, May 2. The 
King Street gallery is open daily from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on First Friday of 
each month until 9 p.m.

Butterfield Garage Art Gallery is lo-
cated at 137 King St., St. Augustine. The 
website is butterfieldgarage.com.

For further information, email info@
butterfieldgarage.com or call 904-825-
4577.

Contributed photo

Let’s get social!
“LIKE” US ON

Stay up to date on contests, 
advertising specials, and 

real-time news in Ponte Vedra. 
Our fans get access to 

exclusive content you can’t 
find anywhere else!

mailto:info@butterfieldgarage.com
mailto:info@butterfieldgarage.com
www.alhambrajax.com
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Tickets & Information 
JaxSymphony.org • 904.354.5547

Must-see performances!
• Latin Jazz Ensemble 
 April 27

• Harry Potter & the Deathly  
 Hallows™ – Part 2 in Concert 
 May 2 & 3

• Cirque of Ice and Fire 
 May 9 & 10

• Mozart’s Requiem & Double Concerto 
 May 16 & 17

• At the Ballet 
 May 22 & 23

• Olivia Newton-John & Ladies of the 80s 
 May 30 & 31

• Gershwin & Copland 
 June 6 & 7

Season
Finale

Cold case sleuth
to speak May 10

Ponte Vedra students to present 
‘Legally Blonde: The Musical’

As a criminal 
justice student at 
Florida Gateway 
College in Live Oak, 
Jason Futch learned 
about the cold case 
of an unidentified 
dismembered torso 
found at a local gas 
station in 1994. 
Intrigued, Futch 
followed the clues, 
interviewed people 
involved and uncov-
ered details never released to the 
public.

He posted the information on 
Websleuths.com which, coupled 
with a poster from the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children, prompted the victim’s 
relatives to come forward, leading 
to his identification as Fred Paul 
Laster and the arrest of his killer 
in 2017.

Futch has since helped police 
identify two previously unidenti-
fied cold case victims: a black 
teenager lynched in 1983, and a 

36-year-old man 
found dead along 
Interstate 75 in 1990.

He also founded 
Suwannee Valley 
Unsolved (SVU), a 
Facebook page and 
nonprofit that helps 
solve cold cases 
through an interac-
tive map, road signs 
and relationships 
with law enforce-
ment and forensics 

personnel. 
On Saturday, May 10, Futch 

will share his journey from student 
to cold-case authority at the local 
monthly meeting of Sisters in 
Crime. The group welcomes all 
writers and readers interested in 
the topic to attend. 

The meeting will be held at 
10:15 a.m. in the Friends of the 
Library (FOL) room of the Ponte 
Vedra Beach Library, 101 Library 
Blvd.

For more information, contact 
floridasistersincrime@gmail.com.

As a criminal justice student 
at Florida Gateway College in 
Live Oak, Jason Futch learned 
about the cold case of an 
unidentified dismembered torso 
found at a local gas station in 
1994. Intrigued, Futch followed 
the clues, interviewed people 
involved and uncovered details 
never released to the public.

He posted the information 
on Websleuths.com which, 
coupled with a poster from the 
National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children, prompted 
the victim’s relatives to come 

forward, leading to his identifi-
cation as Fred Paul Laster and 
the arrest of his killer in 2017.

Futch has since helped police 
identify two previously uniden-
tified cold case victims: a black 
teenager lynched in 1983, and 
a 36-year-old man found dead 
along Interstate 75 in 1990.

He also founded Suwan-
nee Valley Unsolved (SVU), 
a Facebook page and non-
profit that helps solve cold cases 
through an interactive map, road 
signs and relationships with 
law enforcement and forensics 

personnel. 
On Saturday, May 10, Futch 

will share his journey from stu-
dent to cold-case authority at the 
local monthly meeting of Sisters 
in Crime. The group welcomes 
all writers and readers interested 
in the topic to attend. 

The meeting will be held at 
10:15 a.m. in the Friends of 
the Library (FOL) room of the 
Ponte Vedra Beach Library, 101 
Library Blvd.

For more information, contact 
floridasistersincrime@gmail.
com.

Jason Futch

Contributed photo
Ponte Vedra High School students perform “Legally Blonde: The Musical.”

mailto:floridasistersincrime@gmail.com
mailto:floridasistersincrime@gmail.com
mailto:floridasistersincrime@gmail.com
www.JaxSymphony.org
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Sports
www.PonteVedraRecorder.com

Send your sports news to 
news@pontevedrarecorder.com 

For LIVE Sports and updates,
follow our Twitter, @PVR_sports

By Anthony Richards

No matter how you break down the Ponte Vedra High 
girls lacrosse team’s first round victory over Lake Brant-
ley High on April 22, the 21-4 triumph looks impressive, 
as the Sharks opened the postseason by handling business 
on both sides of the ball.

After the seventh-seeded Patriots got on the scoreboard 
first with the game’s first goal, the Sharks answered with 
three quick goals of their own in less than a minute and 
kept pouring on the goals from there.

Several players finished with multiple goals on the night 
as a result, including the likes of Lamb Toole, Brooke 
Johnson, Grace Raymond and Gracie Madson.

Toole showed a knack for finding the sweet spot in front 
of the net where she was able to take advantage of several 
one-on-one opportunities with the opposing goalies, 
battles she has ended up on the winning side of for most 
of her career.

“My teammates know me really well and they’re able 
to find me,” she said. “Having that connection is every-

thing.”
The Sharks opened up a 10-3 lead at halftime and their 

success continued in the second half despite the Patriots 
switching out goalies and trying everything they could to 
slow down the Sharks’ offensive attack.

“I think we’ve come a long way and are just clicking at 
the right time and playing our best lacrosse when it mat-
ters most,” Toole said.

Up next for the Sharks is a matchup with county rival 
Bartram Trail High, who defeated Navarre High 20-1, in 
the regional semifinal at the Shark Tank on Tuesday, April 
29.

It will be a matchup of top 15 teams in the state and top 
50 nationally and the teams are very familiar with each 
other, with the Sharks winning both times they faced the 
Bears during the regular season.

“It’s a little tricky because we’ve played them twice and 
it’s obviously hard to beat a good team three times,” Toole 
said. “We know it’s always going to be super competitive, 
and we know that if we play our best we can win.”

Sharks carry momentum into
marquee matchup against Bears

The Sharks battled Lake Brantley High in the first round of the Class 2A state playoffs on April 
22.

Photos by Anthony Richards
The Sharks won 21-4.

The Sharks controlled possession during the contest.

Ashley Albert scores a goal.Lamb Toole surveys the field. Lexi Rupp makes a stop in net.

http://www.PonteVedraRecorder.com
mailto:news@pontevedrarecorder.com
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The Ponte Vedra High baseball team held a camp for Little Leaguers on Friday, April 18, as everyone involved enjoyed both great weather and a great turnout. The entire varsity 
and junior varsity teams took part as coaches at the camp, which created an excellent teaching environment with plenty of tips and stories shared.

Photos by Lucy Miller

Sharks host baseball camp, create 
memories for younger generation
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628-6 Atlantic Blvd., Neptune Beach  | 904-247-3031

40 TVs SHOWING ALL GAMES

• $8 Lunch Menu
• $10 and $12 

Dinner Entrees
& Platters

Happy Hour Open-Close

FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS

Vedra
Ponte Premier

Dental

Dr. Kevin neal  |  Dr. Michael Winter
Dr. Andy Maples  |  Dr. Brian Maples

100 Professional Dr.  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(904) 285-8407  |  www.pvpdental.com

Experience the good a simple smile can do.

and allowed just three scattered hits, while 
helping his own cause at the plate as well 
with a double on the night.

Caleb Stanton got the scoring going 
with an RBI double in the first inning 
as the Sharks grabbed a 1-0 lead, which 
proved all that they needed to secure the 
victory.

Winning a district championship is a 
goal that every team has on their check-

list to start a season and accomplishing it 
makes the season a memorable one.

However, the Sharks are also looking 
ahead to continuing this roll by advancing 
in the state tournament and making a run 
at a state championship title as well.

The Sharks earned the No. 7 seed in 

their region and will travel to face Talla-
hassee Lincoln High in a three-game series 
that began in Tallahassee on Wednesday, 
April 23, and will continue with game two 
on Thursday, April 24, and game three, if 
necessary, on Saturday, April 26, back in 
Ponte Vedra.

Sharks
Continued from 1

Photos by Lucy Miller

http://www.pvpdental.com
tel:9042473031
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True Love Was Born In A Stable!
Visit our friendly and unique house  

of worship to see its charm.
Sundays at 9:45 am.

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
904-285-5347 | LordofLifePVB.org

Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church

CALL NOW
866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 6/29/25.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 866-643-0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

All Line Ads are 4 lines, 
20 to 25 Characters Per Line. 

*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

CLASSIFIED RATES 2025
Message to Advertisers:
All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 

of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #CALL THE RECORDER OFFICE
904-285-8831

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

Business 
Opportunities

Get ahead financially.  Work from 
home.  Visit: www.cashcoach-paul.
com

Home 
Improvement

Don't Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by our ser-
vice and if we can't fix it, we'll replace 
it!  Pick the plan that fits your budget!  
Call: 1-888-521-2793

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 
other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 1-877-644-9799 Have zip 
code of property ready when calling!

Home 
Improvement

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home's value! 
Call 24/7:  1-866-782-4060. Have 
zip code of service location ready 
when you call!

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  Call 
1-888-967-1158 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

Home 
Improvement

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 1-855-315-1952

Miscellaneous

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.  
Your donation helps fund the search 
for missing children.  Accepting 
Cars, Trucks and Vans.  Fast Free 
Pickup – Running or Not - Tax Dona-
tion – Call 888-815-4341

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 866-472-
8591.

Wanted to Buy

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, 
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote:  1-888-280-
1115

We Buy Vintage Guitars! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D'Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-866-307-
5421

LegalsLegals

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR ST. 
JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
File No.: 55-2025-CP-000170
Division: 59
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
STEVEN ALAN WILLIS,
A/K/A STEVEN A. WILLIS,
A/K/A STEVEN WILLIS, 
Deceased.
The administration of the Estate of Ste-
ven Alan Willis a/k/a Steven A. Willis 
a/k/a Steven Willis, deceased, whose 
date of death was January 24, 2025, is 
pending in the Circuit Court for St. Johns 
County, Florida, Probate Division, the ad-
dress of which is: 4010 Lewis Speedway, 
St. Augustine, FL 32084. The names and 
addresses of the personal representative 
and the personal representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom 
a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 
3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE 
ON THEM.
The personal representative has no duty 
to discover whether any property held at 
the time of the decedent’s death by the 
decedent or the decedent’s surviving 
spouse is property to which the Florida 
Uniform Disposition of Community Prop-
erty Rights at Death Act as described in 
ss. 732.216-732.228, Florida Statutes, 
applies, or may apply, unless a written 
demand is made by a creditor as speci-
fied under s. 732.2211, Florida Statutes.
All other creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate must file their 
claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORI-
DA STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL 
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM 
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE 
AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this notice 
is April 17, 2025.
Attorney for the Personal Representa-
tive:
Lawrence E. Hayden, Jr., Esq.
Florida Bar Number: 0939595
HAYDEN Law
1301 Penman Road, Suite F
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250
Telephone: (904) 247-9033
E-Mail: LEH@haydenlawFL.com
Personal Representative:
Cherie Ann Lee
12270 Bucks Harbor Dr. N.
Jacksonville, Florida 32225
Legal 122534 Published 4/17/025 and 
4/24/2025 in Clay County’s Clay Today 
newspaper

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pur-
suant to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned, desiring to engage in busi-
ness under the fictitious name of
Emerald B Style located at 1330 Powis 
Rd, in the County of St. Johns, in the City 
of St. Augustine, Florida intends to reg-
ister the said name with the Division of 
Corporations of the Florida Department 
of State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at St. Augustine, Florida, this 22nd 
day of April 2025.
Brandi Darwin
Legal 124372 Published 4/24/2025 in 
St. Johns County Ponte Vedra Re-
corder newspaper

DIVORCE SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION

Docket No. NO24D0565DR
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court Probate and Family Court
Norfolk Probate and Family Court
35 Shawmut Road
Canton, MA 02021
Galen Harris v. Thomas Blackburn
To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for Di-
vorce requesting that the Court grant a 
divorce for irretrievable breakdown. The 
Complaint is on file at the Court. An auto-
matic restraining order has been entered 
in this matter preventing you from taking 
any action which would negatively im-
pact the current financial status of either 
party SEE Supplemental Probate Court 
Rule 411. You are hereby summonsed 
and required to serve Patrick K Burke, 
Esq. Burke Levy, PC, P.O. Box 959, 
Westborough, MA 01581. Your Answer if 
any 20 days from the return date of this 
Notice, May 15, 2025. If you fail to do 
so, the Court will proceed to the hearing 
and adjudication of this action. You are 
required to file a copy of your Answer if 
any, in the Register of this Court. WIT-
NESS, Hon. Lee Peterson, First Justice 
of this Court.
Date: April 2, 2025
Register of Probate
Colleen Brierly
Legal 122338 Published 4/17/2025, 
4/24/2025, 5/1/2025 and 5/8/2025 in St. 
Johns County Ponte Vedra Recorder 
newspaper

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

http://www.pontevedrarecorder.comAll
http://www.pontevedrarecorder.comAll
http://www.cashcoach-paul.com
http://www.cashcoach-paul.com
mailto:LEH@haydenlawFL.com
www.LordOfLifePVB.org
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legal@PonteVedraRecorder.com
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904-264-3200 ext. 1106
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PONTE VEDRA RECORDER

The Ponte Vedra Recorder 
QUALIFIES FOR ALL  

OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY  

LEGAL NOTICES

To inquire about placing an ad 
in this section,call 904-264-3200

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $119.00! Shipped 
discreetly to your home. 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
800-709-3080

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, 
FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 
1980’s. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL 
FREE 1-866-433-8277

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
877-305-1535 

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest 
rates are way up. Credit cards. Medical 
bills. Car loans. Do you have $10k or 
more in debt? Call National Debt Relief 
and find out how to pay off your debt for 
significantly less than what you owe! 
Free quote: Call 1-844-955-4930

We buy houses for cash as is! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer & 
get paid. Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-844-877-5833

Water damage cleanup & restoration: 
A small amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. Our trusted 
professionals do complete repairs to 
protect your family and your home's 
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-887-0117. Have 
zip code of service location ready when 
you call!

Don't let the stairs limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal solution for anyone 
who struggles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-833-399-3595

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, waving all 
installation costs! (Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by dealer. 
Offer ends 6/30/25. 1-844-501-3208

Replace your roof w/the best looking 
& longest lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off 
install + Additional 10% off install 
(military, health & 1st responders.) 
1-833-370-1234

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term contract, no 
hidden fees free activation. All plans 
feature unlimited talk & text, starting at 
just $20/mo. Call 1-877-751-0866

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most 
local MLB Games! Choice Package 
$89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 
devices at once. HBO Max included for 3 
mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No 
contract or hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-866-859-0405

Dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400+ procedures. Real dental 
insurance - not just a discount plan. Get 
your free Information Kit with details! 
1-855-526-1060 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ads #6258

Home break-ins take less than 60 
seconds. Don't wait! Protect your family, 
your home, your assets now for as little 
as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

Become a published author. We want 
to read your book! Dorrance Publishing 
trusted since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & distribution. Call 
for free author`s guide 1-877-729-4998 
or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a free 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? 
STORM DAMAGE? You need a local 
expert provider that proudly stands 
behind their work.  Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available.  Call 
1-888-878-9091 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

MobileHelp America's premier mobile 
medical alert system. Whether you're 
home or away. For safety & peace of 
mind. No long term contracts! Free 
brochure! Call 1-888-489-3936

Bath & shower updates in as little as 1 
day! Affordable prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & military 
discounts available. 1-877-543-9189

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

Reach 6 million 
homes nationwide

Before

After

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions 
may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and 
the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, 
email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a 
DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License 
numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

1.833.370.1234
FREE ESTIMATE

LIMITED  
TIME 

OFFER!
SAVE!SAVE!

UP TO

50%
INSTALLATION

OFF

Expires 4/30/2025 MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE  when tackling your roof!

mailto:legal@PonteVedraRecorder.com
http://www.den-tal50plus.com/ads
http://www.den-tal50plus.com/ads
http://www.den-tal50plus.com/ads
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ACROSS
  1.  English TV station
  4.  It fuels cars
  7.  Where ships dock (abbr.)
 10.  Indigenous people of
  Thailand
 11.  Midway between northeast 
 and east
 12.  Small Milky Way constellation
 13.  Fritz __, Austrian chemist
 15.  A Brit’s grandmother
 16.  Colombian city
 19.  Visualize
 21.  Charged
 23.  People’s assets
 24.  Informative books
 25.  Jeer
 26.  You can do it with your horn
 27.  Agents of your downfall
 30.  Central Uganda city
 34.  Supervises flying
 35.  Type of tree
 36.  Alfalfa
 41.  Dishwasher soap brand
 45.  Hall where military eats
 46.  Ancient Greek City
 47.  Speaks incessantly
 50.  Discuss again
 54.  Extreme greed
 55.  Adopt or support
 56.  Fantasy writer Russell
 57.  Seize
 59.  Early Mesoamerican 
 civilization
 60.  Noted pet detective Ventura
 61.  Automobile
 62.  Georgia rockers
 63.  Color opposite green
 64.  Amount of time
 65.  Attempt

DOWN
  1.  Sheep sound
  2.  Some can be emotional

  3.  Inflammation of colon lining
  4.  Origins
  5.  Comedienne Gasteyer
  6.  Perceived by the senses
  7.  A place to play ball
  8.  Occur before
  9.  Animal body parts
 13.  Thanksgiving dessert
 14.  Root mean square (abbr.)
 17.  1960s teen idol Bobby
 18.  Promotional materials
 20.  One point east of northeast
 22.  Piers Anthony protagonist
 27.  Popular sports league
 28.  Cologne
 29.  Partner to cheese
 31.  Constrictor snake
 32.  Not good

 33.  Supplement with difficulty

 37.  Hug with fondness

 38.  Enforced again

 39.  Small amount of time (abbr.)

 40.  Substance

 41.  Anterior parts of the brain

 42.  Brews

 43.  Where ships load cargo

 44.  Holiday season singer

 47.  “__ humbug!”

 48.  Monetary unit of Macao

 49.  Popular children’s book 

 elephant

 51.  Glutinous

 52.  Function

 53.  Old world, new

 58.  Swiss river

C RO S S WO R D

S U D O K U

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Retirement have you
stumped? Let’s solve

it together.

SERVING RETIREES FOR OVER 22 YEARS

Get a secure plan tailored to your
needs, wants and what-ifs. Contact

us today for a free consultation. 

904-425-0943 RetirementTeam.com

Retirement Planning  |  Financial Strategies

Investment Management

Materials offered by Stratton & Company provide general information on the
subjects covered. Not intended to provide specific financial, legal or tax advice.

Investment advisory services offered by duly registered individuals through
CreativeOne Wealth, LLC a Registered Investment Adviser. CreativeOne Wealth,

LLC and Stratton & Company are unaffiliated entities. Insurance and annuities
offered by duly licensed agents. We do not give legal or tax advice, you are

encouraged to consult your tax advisor or attorney. By contacting us or attending
events, you may be offered a meeting to discuss how investment and/or

insurance services may meet your retirement needs.

When should I take
Social Security?

Can I afford
to retire? What if property

taxes go up?

How long will my
money last?

What if I live
a long time?

What if the
market goes

down?

RetirementTeam.com
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2022 CHEVROLET BLAZER RS

SALE PRICE $23,980
66,506 MILES | STOCK# NS125260

2023 CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER

SALE PRICE $18,480
55,390 MILES | STOCK# PB035192

2014 HONDA CIVIC SEDAN

SALE PRICE $9,890
104,606 MILES | STOCK# EE072961

2021 MERCEDES-BENZ GLS 450

SALE PRICE $45,480
39,643 MILES | STOCK# MA450536

2014 HYUNDAI AZERA

SALE PRICE $10,380
82,187 MILES | STOCK# EA370764

2012 CADILLAC ESCALADE ESV

SALE PRICE $11,980
167,851 MILES | STOCK# R222826A

2019 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500

SALE PRICE $26,630
110,000 MILES | STOCK# KZ406228

2020 DODGE DURANGO

SALE PRICE $27,780
62,673 MILES | STOCK# LC154864

2020 CADILLAC XT6

SALE PRICE $25,710
68,106 MILES | STOCK# LZ109435

2023 RAM 2500 BIG HORN

SALE PRICE $54,988
52 MILES | STOCK# PG537974

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY - READY TO DRIVE OFF THE LOT!

ALL-ELECTRIC

2025 OP T IQ
MOVE INTO EV LUXURY

5-PASSENGER ELECTRIC SUV 
SEGMENT-BEST EPA-ESTIMATED 302 MILES OF RANGE.*

*Based on GM Lux2 SUV EV Segmentation. On a full charge. Actual range may vary based on several factors, including ambient temperature, terrain, battery age and condition, 
loading, and how you use and maintain your vehicle.

http://www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com



