
Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969

(904) 998-9992

LOTUS OPEN 
HOUSE & TEST 
DRIVE
Saturday, April 19th
9AM-12PM

www.lotusofjacksonville.com
11650 Beach Blvd

Jacksonville, FL 32246

COME TEST DRIVE
the all-new Lotus Emira,  

discuss Lotus service and  
parts with our experts, and 

connect with the Lotus Club.

www.lotusofjacksonville.com
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By Anthony Richards
Deck The Chairs’ goal to become 

involved in the community throughout 
the year is becoming closer to a reality 
after the nonprofit organization an-
nounced a new initiative called “Deck 
The Bins.”

In many ways, it will be similar to 
Deck The Chairs, which has gained 
local fame and recognition in recent 
years during the holidays, but the con-
cept includes decorating the wooden 
trash bins seen around Jacksonville 
Beach rather than lifeguard chairs.

The idea to decorate the trash bins 
is by wrapping them with various 
artwork from local students, and those 
chosen will be decided as part of a stu-
dent art contest that began on March 
31 and will run through May 16.

The contest is open for students 
ages 8 to 18 and at schools throughout 
the First Coast area. There will be 36 
winners selected to be featured on the 
trash bins with each winning student 
awarded $100 as well.

This latest venture continues the 
connection that Deck The Chairs has 
made with local schools in recent 
years, as many students have been 
involved in helping design decorations 

By Holly Tishfield

On Wednesday, March 26, members of 
the community gathered at the link in No-
catee to kick off the return of the Circle 
of Creation learning series.

The seven-session series, which will 
take place from March through early 
October, is designed to explore the syn-
ergy between emotional intelligence and 
automation, helping participants become 
their own “command center” for growth, 
creativity and impact.

The series welcomes women at all 
stages of their journey to join like-minded 
individuals and professionals for an en-
gaging series targeted at bridging the gap 
with constantly evolving technologies.

“I’ve been very curious about the 
changing trends in recent years and how 
things are going to change with technol-
ogy and artificial intelligence (AI),” said 

Lifeguard chairs 
replaced with 
trash bins for 
Deck The Bins 
initiative

Circle of Creation returns to the link

Photo by Holly Tishfield
Gurpreet Sania Misra, co-founder of the link and Sapna Foundation

THE LINK continues on Page 4

BINS  continues on Page 9

(904) 273-2691
615 A1A North, Suite #102

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(on the corner of A1A and Corona Rd)

Celebrating 20 Years of Providing Relief

THE

2023

of Ponte Vedra

Dr. Erika Hamer, 
DC, DIBCN, DIBE
Chiropractic Neurologist, 
Practice Owner/Founder

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT WHICH IS 
PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. CAN NOT BE COMBINED. MAY NOT 
BE VALID FOR FEDERAL PROGRAMS INCLUDING MEDICARE. WITH THIS AD AND ONE TIME USE ONLY. MUST PRESENT COUPON TO RECEIVE SPECIAL PRICING. CANNOT BE APPLIED TO A PREVIOUSLY BOOKED APPOINTMENT.

At Ponte Vedra Wellness Center, we are committed to providing effective, natural 
relief if you are experiencing pain due to an injury or a chronic condition.

Scan to book an 
appointment online.

Consultation & Exam
 A $260 Value!

*Offer also valid for reactivating patients - those not 
seen at the office in the previous six months.

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL*
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Featuring Market Masters: 

Leaders in Finance
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BRIEFS
Democratic Club

The Ponte Vedra Democratic Club will 
hold its monthly meeting at 6 p.m. Monday, 
April 28, at the Ponte Vedra branch library, 
101 Library Blvd., Ponte Vedra. “Chat & 
Chew” begins at 5:30 p.m.

Featured speaker will be Dr. Sunil 
Joshi, chief health officer for the City of 
Jacksonville. Joshi will present a health 
outlook for the First Coast Region and 
answer questions.

For more information, go to 
PVDemClub@gmail.com

Guana volunteer orientation planned
Guana Tolomato Matanzas (GTM) 

National Estuarine Research Reserve 
will offer a new volunteer orientation 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Friday, April 4. 
Interested volunteers will learn about the 
background and history of the reserve, 
volunteer opportunities and the benefits of 
volunteering at GTM.

Meet at the GTM Research Reserve 
Visitor Center, 505 Guana River Road, 
Ponte Vedra Beach. After completing 
the volunteer application at gtmnerr.org/
volunteer, contact volunteer coordinator 
Abby Kuhn at Abigail.Kuhn@FloridaDEP.
gov to ensure that it was received.

Palm Valley Market every Tuesday
The Palm Valley Market is held from 

10 a.m. to 1 p.m. every Tuesday inside the 
Palm Valley Community Center, 148 Canal 
Road. The market offers fresh produce, 
baked goods, local honey, tea, seasonal 
treats, soap, jewelry, plants and more.

Beach exploration planned
Join volunteers at the Guana Tolomato 

Matanzas (GTM) National Estuarine 
Research Reserve for a guided exploration 
hike from 9 to 11 a.m. Saturday, April 5.

Learn about the Guana Peninsula’s natural 

biodiversity, expansive cultural history, vital 
estuarine resources and current efforts to 
protect these resources.

Meet at the GTM Research Reserve 
Trailhead Pavilion (west of Guana Dam), 
505 Guana River Road, Ponte Vedra Beach.

The event is free but parking is $3 per 
vehicle. Wear comfortable, closed-toe shoes. 
Hat, insect repellent, water and sunscreen 
are also recommended. 

Register at gtmnerr.org/calendar.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

PUZZLE SOLUTIONSINSIDE
One of Us
Page 6

Business Weekly
Pages 34-38

In the Arts 
Pages 39-42

Sports 
Pages 43-44

Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of 
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —  
we’ll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to  
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at  
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Subscription Rates, Bulk Mail: 
One year, $40; six months, $25. Rates 
not applicable in Canada or overseas. 
To subscribe, call (904) 285-8831.

Hugh Osteen
COO/VP
hugh@osteenmediagroup.com
(904) 285-8831

Susan Griffin
Publisher
susan@pontevedrarecorder.com
(904) 686-3938

Shaun Ryan
Editor
shaun@pontevedrarecorder.com
(904) 285-8831, ext. 1202

Anthony Richards
Reporter
anthony@pontevedrarecorder.com
(904) 285-8831, ext. 1207

Holly Tishfield
Reporter
holly@pontevedrarecorder.com

Don Coble
Contributor 
don@claytodayonline.com

Amber Anderson
Page/Graphic Designer
amber@pontevedrarecorder.com

Kristin Flanagan
Senior Account Executive
kristin@pontevedrarecorder.com
(904) 285-8831, ext. 1206

Melissa Domingues
Account Executive
melissa@pontevedrarecorder.com
(904) 933-0397

Joe Wilhelm
Circulation Manager 
joe@osteenmediagroup.com
(904) 300-5374

• Professionally installed    
   wall-to-wall carpet

• Large assortment  
   of unique, in-stock  
   area rugs

• Sisal, Seagrass, Jute

• Custom sized carpets    
   and rug pads

Thinking of Advertising
in The Recorder?

For more information call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!
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U F  H E A LT H  O R T H O PA E D I C S ,  W I T H  E X P E R T  
F O O T  A N D  A N K L E  C A R E .

Whether you’re missing out on pickleball, planting tulips, swinging a golf club, or just 

taking those early morning walks, the board-certified orthopaedic specialists with UF 

Health Orthopaedics can help you get back to living your best life. We have a history of 

being recognized for our award-winning care, including earning Healthgrades America’s 

100 Best Orthopedic Surgery Award. Don’t live in pain or miss out on the activities that 

bring you joy when UF Health Orthopaedics can help get you moving again.

O F F I C E  L O C A T I O N S  I N  
N O C A T E E  •  P A L M  C O A S T  •  S T .  A U G U S T I N E

GET BACK 
TO THE GAME.

Call 888.481.2135 or visit 
StJohns.UFHealth.org/foot 
to make an appointment today.

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!

P
V
2-
LV

45
85

7

LiveScan Fingerprinting 
& Notary Services
· ATF (eft files) - Expungements
· Diocese of St. Augustine
· FBI Background Reports
· Summer Camp - FD-258 Hard Card
· Notary for POAs, Wills, Building 

Permit Forms, Personal Documents
· Notary Signing Agents

(904) 834-9626
scanmanfl@gmail.com
13000 Sawgrass Village Circle, 

Ste. 13, Ponte Vedra Beach
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED BUSINESS

www.scanmanfl.com

THE

2024

of Ponte Vedra

2024

Thank you!
Voted Best Notary

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
An opportunity to reduce 
wasteful spending, 
improve lives

To The Editor:
Obesity is a chronic disease affect-

ing 42% of U.S. adults, with nearly half 
expected to be impacted by 2030. Despite 
being a major driver of health care 

costs, Medicare does not currently cover 
FDA-approved anti-obesity medica-
tions (AOMs), which are now deliver-
ing never-before-seen improvements. 
Expanding this coverage presents a smart 
opportunity to save taxpayer money 
while improving lives.

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) has proposed a rule that 
would allow Medicare to cover these 
medications. By finalizing this policy, 
President Trump has the chance to reduce 
long-term health care spending while 
giving millions of Americans access to 
effective treatment.

Medicare spends $50 billion annu-
ally on obesity-related diseases, with 
beneficiaries who have obesity costing 
over $2,000 more per year than those at a 
healthy weight. Covering AOMs can help 
prevent expensive complications, like 

diabetes and heart disease, producing an 
estimated $175 billion to $248 billion in 
savings over the next decade.

Beyond cost savings, expanding cover-
age for AOMs would improve quality 
of life for millions of seniors. Obesity 
increases the risk of multiple chronic con-
ditions that limit mobility, independence 
and overall well-being. Providing access 
to effective treatments will help Medicare 
beneficiaries live healthier, more active 
lives for longer.

Medicare already covers treatments 
for other chronic diseases. Anti-obesity 
medications have demonstrated un-

precedented success in helping patients 
achieve sustained weight loss, reducing 
future health care costs.

This is a fiscally responsible, bipartisan 
solution with strong support from medi-
cal experts. By modernizing Medicare to 
reflect the latest advancements in obesity 
treatment, President Trump has an oppor-
tunity to both cut costs and improve the 
well-being of millions of Americans.

Randy Ray 
Chairman of Senior Consumers of 
America
Ponte Vedra

Thinking of 
Advertising 

in the Recorder?
For more informa� on

call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

mailto:scanmanfl@gmail.com
http://www.scanmanfl.com
www.StJohns.UFHealth.org/foot
www.tomtroutinc.com
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Gurpreet Sania Misra, co-founder of the 
link and Sapna Foundation. “Especially 
for women in business, I wanted to know 
how women are feeling right now. Are 
they ready to adapt or are they on the 
doorstep of decision?”

The introductory session at the link 
included presentations from Lori Pugh, 
vice president, MPI Academy and CEO 
of Woven Path Consulting, and Tery 
Spataro, founder of Tery Designs and 
Creations, some of the Circle of Cre-

ation’s recurring guest speakers. 
“When I approached different women 

to get assurance about if this is a good 
topic, everybody related to it, so I think 
it’s on the pulse,” Misra said. “This series 
is meant to help women in business get 
comfortable with the language and with 
AI.”

In its second year, the Circle of Cre-
ation series will feature six more sessions 
involving emotional intelligence and AI 
at the link. Attending all sessions will 
earn you a certificate and a free ticket to 
the 5th Annual EnterCircle Entrepreneur-
ship Week 2025. This series is free for 
link members.

the link
Continued from 1

Photos by Holly Tishfield
Guests attending the introductory session of the Circle of Creation

Tery Spataro, founder of Tery Designs and Creations

Gurpreet Sania Misra and Lori Pugh

www.ANightintheVineyard.com
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elizabeth hudgins
904.553.2032

sarah alexander
904.334.3104

© 2025 BHH A�liates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway a�liate, and a franchisee of BHH A�liates, LLC.  Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not veri�ed or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

 #1 Real Estate Team in 2024! Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices • Florida Network Realty

OCEANFRONT IN ATLANTIC BEACH
1969 Beach Ave

3 BD | 2.5 BA | 2,412 sqft | $4,800,000

OCEANFRONT IN ATLANTIC BEACH
1963 Beach Ave

2 BD | 1 BA | 1,048 sqft | $4,150,000

COASTAL OAKS IN NOCATEE
260 Topsail Drive

4 BD | 4.5 BA | 3,547 sqft | $1,500,000

WELLS CREEK IN JACKSONVILLE
14018 Sterely Ct S

3 BD | 2.5 BA | 1,519 sqft | $364,000

OCEAN LINKS CONDO IN PVB
100 Ironwood Dr, #126 

2 BD | 2 BA | 1,117 sqft | $255,000

HARBOUR ISLAND IN MARSH LANDING
24550 Harbour View Dr

6 BD | 7.5 BA | 4,606 sqft | $2,725,000

www.beacheshomes.com
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Tanya Ramos-Puig

Tanya Ramos-Puig is chief executive officer for the Monique Burr Foundation for Children, which will hold its annual “A Night in the 
Vineyard” on April 8.

As told to Shaun Ryan

Tell me a bit about yourself, especially your back-
ground in the nonprofit sector. Also, how long have 
you been with the Monique Burr Foundation for 
Children? 

I am a New York native who grew up in a very under-re-
sourced community. I learned firsthand that education was 
a great equalizer. I have benefitted from mentors through-
out my academic and professional career, and I am where 
I am today because folks believed in me, saw my promise 
and poured into me. And for that, I am forever grateful. For 
nearly three decades, I have devoted my career to improv-
ing educational opportunities and life outcomes for youth 
in the most under-resourced communities around the globe. 
It has been my way of paying it forward. As the CEO of 
the Monique Burr Foundation (MBF), I am committed to 
removing obstacles and providing access to evidence-based 
and trauma-informed prevention education curricula.

Prior to joining MBF, I served as the inaugural presi-
dent of the Latin Grammy Cultural Foundation (LGCF), 
the philanthropic arm of The Latin Recording Academy. 
I was responsible for advancing its mission of furthering 
international awareness and appreciation of the significant 
contributions of Latin music and its makers to the world’s 
culture.

I have been able to make a true impact throughout my 
career, and I feel lucky to be able to do what I love.

What do you like most about what you do? 
I am a servant leader. I am committed to leaving the 

world better than I found it and feel truly blessed to serve 
an organization that is in the business of saving lives and 
keeping children safe. It means so much to me to be able 
to live a life of purpose, and serving as the CEO of MBF 
allows me to do just that alongside an incredible staff, 
remarkable partners and donors, and our board of directors. 

 
Describe the MBF programs and why prevention edu-
cation matters. 

MBF programs are personal safety curricula developed 
to give children and teens knowledge and strategies to 
recognize, prevent and respond to child abuse, bullying, 
cyberbullying, online/digital dangers, exploitation and traf-
ficking. The great things about the programs are that they 
are evidence-based, trauma-informed, age/developmentally 
appropriate and they work! 

Parents and guardians often wonder if they should allow 
their children to attend MBF lessons. Some fear they will 
be exposed to topics too advanced for them. Others fear 
being exposed to these topics will take away their child’s 
innocence. But education doesn’t take away a child’s in-
nocence, experiences do. And our programs are designed to 
prevent those very experiences.

 
Do you have any tips for parents regarding such things 
as digital safety and online exploitation?

• Open Communication – Have open and honest 
conversations about online safety, digital citizenship and 
the importance of privacy. Having these conversations in a 
casual and comfortable way can build trust and give youth 
the confidence to talk to their Safe Adult if they have issues 
or encounter unsafe situations online.

• Set the Tone and Set Some Boundaries – We encour-
age parents to familiarize themselves with their child’s 
device’s parental settings and controls. Create a set of 

internet-use guidelines that fit your child’s age and maturity 
level, including what types of websites are appropriate, 
what information they are allowed to share online and 
boundaries around the reasonable times for digital device/
internet use.

• Participate in their Online Activities – When pos-
sible, we encourage you to join your children in their online 
activities, whether that be through playing a game together, 
following their social media accounts, watching funny 
videos together or just asking them to give you a “tutorial” 
on how to use whatever app they use often. This not only 
helps you understand what they are consuming, it helps 
strengthen your relations and keeps communication open. 

• Don’t React Harshly – If your child experiences 
something inappropriate or unsafe online, your first reac-
tion may be to take away their digital device completely. 
However, this could discourage them from coming to you 
in future instances. Suppose your child encounters some-
thing unsafe or engages in something inappropriate online, 
it’s crucial for parents and caregivers to respond thought-
fully rather than reacting harshly. Responding calmly and 
appropriately will encourage open communication, provide 
effective problem-solving (that will be received) support 
and build resilience.

 
Tell me about the MBF’s partnerships with the Boys 
and Girls Club, PAL and Furyk and Friends. Are there 
any special events or projects in the works with these 
organizations?

We have had the privilege of partnering with these two 

incredible youth-serving organizations (Boys and Girls 
Club and the Police Athletic League of Jacksonville) over 
the last year. In our efforts to keep children safe online 
as well as contribute to developing well-informed digital 
citizens, we enhanced our Digital Safety Matters cur-
riculum with support from The Jim Moran Foundation to 
serve after-school youth. We have been able to develop 
lessons that are engaging, leverage technology and are 
incredibly interactive. The goal was to meet children 
where they are at and to leverage learnings from our pilot 
program that would inform how we deliver this important 
programming. We pride ourselves on being a learning 
organization, so we were so thankful for all the input, 
feedback and thought partnership we received from both 
PAL and the Boys and Girls Club of Northeast Florida. 
Finally, Furyk and Friends have been incredible ambas-
sadors of our life-saving work through their generous 
donations. They have also leveraged their network to help 
identify new supporters who are committed to helping us 
realize our mission.

 
Tell me about “A Night in the Vineyard.”

Hosted during Child Abuse Prevention Month, the 
fourth annual “A Night in the Vineyard” (benefiting the 
Monique Burr Foundation for Children) is a philanthropic 
event that features live entertainment, auctions, gourmet 
food, curated wine pairings, cocktails and interactive art 
— all while supporting a great cause: prevention of child 

Contributed photo
Tanya Ramos-Puig

RAMOS-PUIG  continues on Page 12
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marshlandingbeachesrealty.com 

Ponte Vedra Beach |  Jacksonville & the Beaches  |  Intracoastal & Oceanfront Properties

Our team is ready to help with true concierge service. Contact us for any of your real estate needs and for a complimentary estimate of your home’s value!

C I C I  A N D E R S O N  &  J E N N A  F I S H E RC I C I  A N D E R S O N  &  J E N N A  F I S H E R  

CICI ANDERSON, PA
904.537.0457

Founding Realtor, Broker
cicisellsjax@gmail.com

JENNA FISHER, PA
904.881.4201

Broker
jennasellsjax@gmail.com

Cici Anderson 
& Jenna Fisher

RECENTLY SOLD
217A S. Roscoe Blvd. - $4,500,000
50 14th Ave S. #702 - $3,877,785 
120 Regents Place - $3,800,000
112 Harbourmaster Ct. - $3,500,000
24632 Harbour View Dr. - $2,600,000
125 Carriage Lamp Way - 2,500,000
541 Rutile Dr. - $2,500,000
14402 Marina San Pablo #801- $2,425,000
2 Turnberry Pointe Way - $2,400,000
24741 Deer Trace Dr. - $2,250,000
124 Bent Pine Ct. - $2,000,000
24629 Deer Trace Dr. - $1,999,999 
7625 Founders Way - $1,999,000
320 N. Sea Lake Ln. - $1,852,000
248 Royal Tern Rd. N. - $1,724,000 
369 N. Sea Lake Ln. - $1,675,000
8320 Merganser Dr. - $1,650,000
120 Hidden Cove Lane - $1,624,000
7561 Founders Way - $1,575,000
24621 Deer Trace Dr. - $1,560,000
140 Indian Cove Lane - $1,549,000
132 N. Cove Dr. - $1,525,000
8103 Seven Mile Dr. - $1,489,000
104 Lamplighter Island Ct. - $1,450,000
117 Lagoon Forest Dr. - $1,420,690
4325 Blue Heron Dr. - $1,399,000
108 Indian Cove Lane - $1,325,000
12603 Marsh Dreek Dr. - $1,350,000
120 Indian Cove Lane - $1,325,000
40 Jefferson Ave. - $1,320,000
308 Kari Ct. - Over Asking $1,305,000 
24543 Deer Trace - $1,299,000
112 Indian Cove Lane - $1,299,000
91 San Juan Dr. #G3 - $1,270,000
14402 Marina San Pablo #206 - $1,250,000
12603 Marsh Creek Dr. - $1,200,000
3855 Painted Bunting Way - $1,120,000
113 Indian Cove Ln. - $1,115,000
1176 Salt Marsh Cir. - $1,098,000
189 Buena Vista Dr. - $975,000
2007 Palmetto Point Dr. - $950,000 
14402 Marina San Pablo #203 - $925,000
1209 Matengo Cir. - $590,000

BUY or SELL with us & receive a complimentary Initiation fee for Social Membership to Marsh Landing CC or The Yards (Golf, Pickleball & Tennis) 
Some restrictions apply.

“It’s All About You”

#2 Top Small Residential Real Estate Team  Northeast Florida - 2024, 2023, 2022, 2021

Represented Sellers

1512 1ST ST. S.
$811,000 - Jacksonville Beach

SOLDSOLD

Represent Buyers

133 WINTERBERRY CT.
$535,000 - St. Johns

Represented Buyers

626 PONTE VEDRA BLVD. #B1
$780,000 - Ponte Vedra Beach

SOLDSOLD

Represented Buyers

628 MIDWAY ST.
$1,900,000 - Neptune Beach

SOLDSOLD

Represented Buyers

177 SAN JUAN DR.
$3,400,000 - Ponte Vedra Beach

SOLDSOLD

Represented Sellers

1306 2ND AVE. N.
$855,000 - Jacksonville Beach

SOLDSOLD

TISH FROCKT, PA
904.710.3862

Realtor
Sales & Marketing 

tishsellsjax@gmail.com

MELINDA MARCHESI
610.812.2926

Realtor
melindasellsjax@gmail.com

PENNY MORAN
904.982.8624

Realtor
pennysellsjax@gmail.com

TOM HUTCHESON
904.687.7727

tomhutchesonbsg
@gmail.com

MELODY JOY SNELEN, PA
904.803.7367

melodyjoyrealestate@gmail.com

105 TEAL NEST CT.
$2,999,000 - Marsh Landing

Marsh Views - Pool

44-54 ROSCOE BLVD. N.
$5,000,000 - 6 Lots

Sold Indivudually for $849,999 each
Builder/Lot Package - $1,999,999

202 GALLEON DR.
$1,199,000 - Nocatee Twenty Mile

Waterfront

50 ROSCOE BLVD N.
$1,999,999

Home/Lot Package

104 LAGUNA VILLAS BLVD. #F33
$479,995 - Jacksonville Beach

Oceans Edge Condo

205 STELLAR CT.
$624,900 - Seaside

Deeded Beach Access

2865 CASSIA LN.
$1,195,000 - Tamaya

111 KING SAGO CT.
$1,999,000

Ponte Vedra Pointe

301 OSPREY NEST CT.
$1,897,000 - Marsh Landing

Pool - Water Views

200 LAMP LIGHTER LANE
$1,499,999 - Marsh Landing

Pool - Golf Course Views

116 BAY HILL COURT
$730,000
Fairfield

621 MIRAMAR LN.
$965,000 - Sawgrass Players Club

Completely Renovated - Water Views

NEW PRICE

14402 MARINA SAN PABLO PL. #202
$699,000

Furnished - 50’ Boat Slip

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

9909 FILAMENT BLVD.
$469,900 - eTown

447 ORCHARD PASS AVE.
$459,000

Del Webb Ponte Vedra

NEW LISTING

601 1ST ST. S #4D
$745,000 - Jacksonville Beach

Las Brisas Condos

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

Listed by 
Tom Hutcheson

134 MARINE ST.
$3,995/mo. - St. Augustine

Historic District

Listed by 
Tom Hutcheson

270 PALACE DR.
$485,000 - St. Augustine

55+ Community

NEW LISTING

4528 CAPITAL DOME DR.
$395,000 - Jacksonville

Georgetown - St. Johns Town Center

NEW LISTING FOR RENT

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

mailto:cicisellsjax@gmail.com
mailto:jennasellsjax@gmail.com
mailto:melodyjoyrealestate@gmail.com
mailto:tishsellsjax@gmail.com
mailto:melindasellsjax@gmail.com
mailto:pennysellsjax@gmail.com
mailto:@gmail.com
www.marshlandingbeachesrealty.com
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628-6 Atlantic Blvd., Neptune Beach  | 904-247-3031

40 TVs SHOWING ALL GAMES

• $8 Lunch Menu
• $10 and $12 

Dinner Entrees
& Platters

• New $6 Menu
Happy Hour
Open-Close

By Anthony Richards

The local community will have the op-
portunity to support a good cause while 
also enjoying a tasty treat as Ben & Jerry’s 
located in Nocatee will celebrate the com-
pany’s annual Free Cone Day in a unique 
way on April 8.

Not only is the location celebrating 
the company’s proud tradition with the 
nationwide initiative of offering free scoops 
of ice cream in recognition of the com-
munity’s continued support, but they have 
also teamed up with the nonprofit organiza-
tion Bikers Against Bullies Worldwide to 

celebrate while making a stand.
From noon to 8 p.m. complimentary 

scoops will be given to Ben & Jerry’s cus-
tomers and several members of the Bikers 
Against Bullies Worldwide will be on hand 
to help scoop some ice cream while raising 
awareness about bullying and striving to 
empower individuals to stand up against it. 

As part of being guest scoopers for the 
day, the bikers will interact with custom-

ers sharing their mission and stories as 
well as memorable photo opportunities 
with the “Bullydozer,” which is a motor-
cycle designed as a fun play on words that 
resembles a bulldozer and is a symbolic 
reminder of the strength needed by all in the 
community to effectively push back against 
bullying.

Some of the members of Bikers Against 
Bullies Worldwide that will be on hand will 
include Fred “Flash” Van de Perre, presi-
dent and founder of USA, Bikers Against 
Bullies Worldwide, Lisa “Kitty” Van de 
Perre, “Marine” Troy Holmquist, head 
liaison with Florida state, Bikers Against 
Bullies Worldwide, and Isaac “Superman” 
Morino, Florida chapter liaison with the 
organization.

There will be family-friendly games and 
the Acts of Sweetness Public Art Wall at the 
location for people to take part and view, 
while they enjoy their scoops of ice cream. 

In the spirit of giving back, donations 
will be accepted for Bikers Against Bullies 
Worldwide to support their initiatives to 
combat bullying and promote safer com-
munities.

Teaming up with an operation like Bikers 
Against Bullies Worldwide is just the latest 

initiative that Jessica Shaw, Ben & Jerry’s 
Nocatee owner, has been involved with 
as part of the community, as the ice cream 
shop also has certain days called “scoops 
of inclusion,” where Ponte Vedra High 
School students with learning differences 
get the opportunity to get behind the counter 
to serve up both smiles and scoops in a 
creative and inclusive event. 

The Nocatee Ben & Jerry’s is located at 
295 Pine Lake Drive, Suite No. C101 in 
Ponte Vedra.

Local Ben & Jerry’s seeks to combat bullying on Free Cone Day

Contributed photo
Bikers Against Bullies Worldwide will 
partner with Ben & Jerry’s Nocatee to create 
awareness about bullying on April 8.

tel:19042473031
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BIG FIRM CAPABILITIES,
SMALL FIRM RELIABILITY
• Personal Taxes
• Business Taxes
• Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
• Outsource CFO
• Specializing in small business  
  & individual taxation
• Tax planning for individuals  
  & small business

Schedule a Consultation Today! 904-600-5533

Tammy Long, CPA   

2202 Sawgrass Village Dr, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
328 Stiles Ave., Ste 1, Orange Park, FL 32073

Step inside 26 Maria Place and experience a one story coastal
traditional pool home which is simply stunning! Located in

coveted Old Ponte Vedra Beach, 26 Maria Place lies in the perfect 
location within walking distance to the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club 

and the Lodge. With almost 5,000 square feet of spacious living, 
26 Maria Place also includes outdoor living with three outdoor 
patios, with a pool a pergola and lagoon. This exceptional home 
blends coastal living with a warm and welcoming family enclave. 
This coastal home can accommodate a large family with space to 
entertain their friends that includes 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms a 

large living room den, sunroom, family room and updated kitchen 
with designer appliances. The beautiful dining room is ideally 
located overlooking the pool on one side and o� the chef’s 

kitchen at the other end o�ering the ultimate dining venue. Ponte 
Vedra Beach is just minutes to the famed TPC, Atlantic Ocean and 

renowned Mayo Clinic. Sold for $3,800,000.

Seaside Estate in Ponte Vedra Beach on the Lagoon

for that and now the bins will pres-
ent another opportunity to promote the 
importance of art as part of a school’s 
curriculum.

One of the most treasured aspects of 
the Deck The Bins initiative is that it 
will give students the chance to show-
case their artwork in the public sphere 
like many of them have never had the 
opportunity to experience prior.

That exposure is something that can-
not be matched, especially for young art-
ists still trying to discover their passion 
for art. 

The Deck The Bins contest is made 
possible due to a collaboration with the 
City of Jacksonville Beach, Beaches 
Go Green and Waste Pro, as creating 
environmental awareness is also at the 
forefront of the program.

Fitting with the beach theme, the goal 
of the artwork is to have the environ-
ment and beach vibes in mind.

Each student is limited to enter just 
one piece of artwork, and all submis-
sions must be submitted by emailing 

info@deckthechairs.org with the artwork 
in file formats of either a JPG or PDF 
attached.

All submissions must be completed 
by a parent or guardian 18 years or 
older with correct contact information 
included. 

Just like Deck The Chairs, Deck The 
Bins will also be free for the public to 
view, as they will often be in front and 
center for anybody going to Jacksonville 
Beach.

As Deck The Chairs has become a 
marquee event on the calendar for fami-

lies to come and see during the holiday 
season since it started in 2012, and 
organizers hope that Deck The Bins will 
have a similar impact for people during 
the summer months with the increase 
of beachgoers both locally and visiting 
from out of town in the summer.

Bins
Continued from 1

Photo courtesy of Deck The Chairs
Artwork will wrap trash bins like this one around Jacksonville Beach this summer as part of the Deck The Bins project.

mailto:info@deckthechairs.org
www.janetwestling.com
www.elevatedcpasolutions.com
www.weinsurepontevedra.com
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That’s why Baptist Health created an unmatched cardiac care program 
with the only dedicated heart hospital in our region. 

We have board-certified cardiologists and cardiovascular surgeons ready to care for you 
with the most advanced technologies and treatments and the highest possible rating for 
quality in heart surgery.

In addition to providing cardiac consultations and pre-operative clearance, our physicians 
diagnose, treat and manage:

• Blood pressure and cholesterol
• Heart issues related to sleep disorders
• Congestive heart failure
• Heart rhythm disorders such as AFib
• Coumadin/blood thinners

• Peripheral artery disease
• Heart valve problems
• Adult congenital heart defects
• Heart attack and stroke risk

Thank you for entrusting us with your heart care.

Nothing is more important 
than your heart. 

904.720.0799
BaptistJax.com/Heart  

Physicians providing care at Baptist hospitals are not employees or agents of the hospitals. Baptist Heart Specialists are employed by Baptist Cardiology, Inc.          © Baptist Health 2025

“In all things of nature there is something of 
the marvelous.” — Aristotle

By Kathy Esfahani
The shrimp plant, or Justicia Brandegeeana, is also 

known as the Mexican shrimp plant or “false hop.” Native 
Americans believed shrimp plants 
provided protection from enemies, 
particularly during wartime. Shrimp 
plants have been used in ceremonies 
in Caribbean and South American 
countries. Today, early research 
suggests that chemicals in these plants 
may have medicinal uses. Although 
shrimp plants are native to Mexico, 
these tropical beauties grow well in 

Florida.
A shrimp plant has green, oval leaves and can grow to be 

two to six feet tall. They are available as shrubs or standards 
(a lollipop-shaped form similar to a small tree with a bare 
trunk and round ball of leaves and blooms at the top).

Shrimp plants love the heat but need regular watering! 
They may tolerate a bit of shade but prefer areas of full sun 
for best growth. Light pruning will remove long stems to 
prevent them from sagging and keep the plant looking full.

Shrimp Plants earn their name from the elongated shape 
of their flower, resembling shrimp in the sea. They feature 
drooping blooms in pink, purple and white and are closely 
related to the golden shrimp plant with yellow blossoms. 
The blooms of a shrimp plant grow from “bracts” at the end 
of a stem. The bracts are initially white but turn pink with 
exposure to sunlight. Bracts continue to grow in a chain-like 
pattern until they fall off, reaching anywhere from a few 
centimeters to almost a foot in length!

Shrimp plants give off a “shrimpy” smell to attract 
pollinators to small white flowers growing out of the bracts.

Once shrimp plants begin to bloom, they will produce 

flowers continuously throughout the spring, summer 
and fall. In our North Florida area (planting zone 9), the 
plants will lose their leaves in the cooler months of the 
year but come back the following spring. Because of their 
constant colorful blooms, shrimp plants are an excellent 
choice for any sunny location in a landscape. They attract 
hummingbirds and butterflies to your yard, so place them 
where you can watch for these fluttering visitors!

Happy planting!

Flower of the Week: Golden Shrimp Plant

Email Kathy at kathys.creative.gardens@gmail.com for 
any questions or gardening tips you would like to see 
in the future. For more information and ideas, visit the 
nursery in Ponte Vedra Beach, Kathy’s Creative Gardens 
& Nursery 196 N. Roscoe Blvd. 904-655-7373.

The Recorder’s garden columnist, Kathy Esfahani of Kathy’s Creative Gardens 
& Nursery, shares her tips for growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

Kathy Esfahani

Shrimp Plants

Flower of the Week

Golden Shrimp Plant

Shrimp Plant Standard

Photos provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery

mailto:kathys.creative.gardens@gmail.com
www.baptistJax.com/heart
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$49 Winter 
Tune-Up Special

This offer cannot be combined with other offers, discounts, or coupons. The 
customer must mention the coupon at the time of booking.

$50 Off Any Repair*
*Repair only, not diagnostic. For first-time customers only. This offer cannot be 

combined with other offers, discounts, or coupons. The customer must mention 
the coupon at the time of booking.

Up to $399 off  
Heat Pump or 

Air Conditioning 
system

For first-time customers only. This offer cannot be combined with other offers, 
discounts, or coupons. The customer must mention the coupon at the time of 

booking.

10% off Indoor  
Air Quality

For first-time customers only. This offer cannot be combined with other offers, 
discounts, or coupons. The customer must mention the coupon at the time of 

booking.

Serving St. John’s, Duval and Clay Counties, and surrounding areas.

Residential & Commercial • Installation • Repairs • Maintenance • Indoor Air Quality

Specializing in Home Comfort
With over 34 years of experience in the 

manufacturing, design, application, and service of 
residential and commercial comfort systems, Creeks 

is equipped to provide all of your comfort needs.

THE

2024

of Ponte Vedra

At Creeks, Our Customers Come First!
(904) 297-5060 | service@creeksair.com | www.creeksair.com
51 Hudson Way, Suite 1, Ponte Vedra, FL 32081
LIC# CMC1249868

The other company I originally called gave 
me the run around so I decided after 4 days to call 
Creeks. They came out same day! Our technician was 
awesome at explaining the issue, showed me exactly 
what was wrong and didn’t give me the run around or 
fluff like most! Really appreciated the transparency. 
It was my first time using Creeks Air (friend referred 
me) and will definitely be using them going forward! 

-Amber L.

What Our Customers  
Say About Us...

If you are looking for experienced HVAC 
system repair and installation experts in NE 
Florida, you have come to the right place.

mailto:service@creeksair.com
http://www.creeksair.com
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Meet Lika Behar with her latest designs
and collections created in her studio in Instanbul

as wearable art in 22 karat gold, 18 karat gold, silver,
and mixed metals with and without diamonds and gems.

2 Days Only
Friday and Saturday, April 4th and 5th

Shoppes of Ponte Shoppes of Ponte Vedra Only
Show Hours

Friday 10 AM - 6 PM
Saturday 10 AM - 5 PM

abuse and bullying. We are also very 
excited about the Boys and Girls Club of 
Northeast Florida art showcase this year, 
which will feature artwork from local 
students. It’s happening on April 8, and 
you don't want to miss it!

In December, you have the Dream 
Finders Home Pro-Am Golf Tourna-
ment. What can you tell me and our 
readers about that?

Before Monique passed away in 1996, 
she was in the process of planning her 
first charitable golf tournament. Unfor-
tunately, Monique did not get a chance 
to see it come to life. With the assistance 
and guidance of MG Orender (president 
of Hampton Golf and former president of 

the PGA of America), we are blessed to 
carry out her dream by hosting the annual 
MBF Champions for Child Safety Pro-
Am Golf Tournament. The Tournament 
— MBF’s largest fundraising event of the 
year — gives players a chance to enjoy a 
round of golf with a professional golfer 
while supporting MBF. We have pros like 
Jim Furyk, Justin James, Vijay Singh and 
Kenny Knox join us for a fun day on the 
course at The Palencia Club in St. Augus-

tine, Florida. This year’s event will occur 
on Dec. 8. You can find more information 
at www.championsforchildsafety.com.

 
What do you like best about living 
here on the First Coast?

It has been an incredible journey! As 
a New York native who has worked in 
Florida for nearly five years, it has been 
nice to no longer be just a visitor to the 
First Coast. I truly fell in love with this 
area, and I feel really lucky to call this 
my new home alongside my husband 
of nearly 20 years and my daughter and 
son. For me, the best part of living here 
is the opportunity to spend far more time 
outdoors and, of course, being close to 
the beach. The beach has always been my 
happy place! 

Ramos-Puig
Continued from 6

Ronald McDonald House Charities 
(RMHC) of Jacksonville has announced 
its signature fundraising event, McGala, 
taking place on Saturday, April 26, at 
Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa.

This year’s event invites guests to 
embrace the spirit of the West while 
supporting a mission that keeps fami-
lies close to their critically ill children 
receiving medical care. The evening 
will feature an elegant dinner, live en-
tertainment, exclusive auction items and 
heartfelt stories from families who have 
found comfort and care at the House.

“McGala is more than a celebration, 
it’s a night where our community comes 
together to make a meaningful impact 
for families in need,” said Joey Leik, 
CEO of RMHC Jacksonville. “Every 
sponsorship sold, and every donation 
made directly supports our mission to 
provide a ‘home away from home’ for 
families facing some of the toughest 
moments of their lives.”

Guests can look forward to an unfor-
gettable evening filled with Western-
inspired glamour, live music and giving 
back in style. Proceeds from McGala 
ensure that RMHC Jacksonville can 
continue to provide lodging, meals and 
support to families while their children 
receive lifesaving medical care.

Sponsorships and tickets are avail-
able now. To learn more or secure your 
spot, go to rmhcjacksonville.org/events/
mcgala.

Ronald 
McDonald 
House McGala 
theme is 
Western chic

http://www.championsforchildsafety.com
www.underwoodjewelers.com
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The Local Heroes Awards recognize individuals who give back to the community and reflect the spirit of the 
Rotary Club’s motto, “Service Above Self.” From volunteering with local charities to giving back through the 
arts, education, environmental protection activities or doing your job in an exemplary way, we seek to recognize 
the “unsung heroes” who make Ponte Vedra such a special place to live, work and raise a family. 

To nominate someone, visit pvbrotary.org and complete the online form. Or complete this nomination form 
and mail it to the address below by April 18, 2025. For more information or any questions, contact Ponte Vedra Beach Rotary Club 
member Steve Crosby at stevecrosby101@gmail.com. 

Nomination Submitted By: 
Name:     

Address:   City, State, Zip:   

Email address:    Telephone:   

Nominee Information: 
Name:     

Address:   City, State, Zip:   

Email address:    Telephone:   

Title/Organization (if applicable):     

Nominee’s activities and/or contributions to the community: 
Please provide sufficient details so the nominating committee may give your nominee every consideration! Feel free to attach 
additional pages as well as a resume, articles or other supporting materials (optional). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you 

for your nomination! 

Nomination Deadline: April 18, 2025 
Email entries to: stevecrosby101@gmail.com  
or mail to: Local Heroes Awards Committee 

Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach 
P.O. Box 70 

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32004 
Or submit your nomination online at: pvbrotary.org 

The Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach 
in cooperation with The Ponte Vedra Recorder 

2025 Local Heroes Awards Nomination Form 
 

mailto:stevecrosby101@gmail.com
mailto:stevecrosby101@gmail.com
www.pvbrotary.org
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Syed Asad, MD
Neurologist

Universal Neurological
Care

Jesse Cohen, MD
Neurologist

University of  Florida

Zhigao Huang, MD
Neurologist

Baptist Health

Michelle Prosje, MD
Neuropsychologist
NeuroBehavioral 

Health, JAX

Greg Ritscher
Author

Parkinson’s Disease
Ambassador

Angelo Capobianco
Physician Assistant

Universal Neurological 
Care

Tea
Mother’s DayMother’s Day

Saturday May 10, 2025
1:00PM-3:00PM 

Vernon’s First Coast Kitchen 

Create your own Mother’s Day 
Floral Bouquet 

New location for some St. Augustine 
Food + Wine Festival events

The fifth annual St. Augustine Food + Wine Festival 
has announced its new home for its signature weekend 
events. The events scheduled for Friday, May 9, through 
Sunday, May 11, will now take place at Ancient City 
Farmstead, located in St. Augustine, just 10 minutes from 
the downtown historic district.

“An opportunity recently presented itself to move the 
festival’s weekend events planned for this year to Ancient 
City Farmstead from World Golf Village,” said festival 
founder Jan Gourley. “In moving the festival this year, we 
were able to establish a permanent location for the 2026 
and 2027 festivals. It’s a beautiful venue, surrounded by 
1,500 acres of lush Florida greenery, which just opened 
in December 2024, designed with premier wedding and 

event facilities/parking, restored farmhouse and barn, and 
a brand-new luxury barn that will open in April, which 
will become the festival’s new indoor and air-conditioned 
VIP Lounge. We are extremely excited about this venue, 
location and partnership with Ancient City Farmstead. 
It’s a chance to help showcase this new St. Augustine 
hidden gem to the Southeastern regional market and at-
tendees/visitors coming in town for the festival.”

The St. Augustine Food + Wine Festival, takes place 
May 7-11, presented by Publix. It kicks off with its 
River Walk Tastings event on Wednesday, May 7, at 
San Sebastian Winery, followed by the Harvest Awards 
& Tastings on Thursday, May 8, at the Hyatt Place in 
Vilano Beach.

The festival’s weekend signature events will all take 
place at Ancient City Farmstead including Friday, May 
9, Smoke on the Walk; Saturday, May 10, Grand Tasting; 
and the Sunday, May 11, Mother’s Day Sunday Brunch.

The festival is made possible in part by support from 
St. Johns Cultural Council, Florida’s Historic Coast: St. 
Augustine/Ponte Vedra and a 2025 St. Johns County 
Tourist Development Grant.

The most up-to-date festival information is available 
at staugustinefoodandwinefestival.com and the festival’s 
social media channels, facebook.com/StAugustineFood-
Wine and instagram.com/staugustinefoodwine.

Ancient City Farmstead is located at 395 St. Marks 
Pond Blvd., St. Augustine.

Contributed photos
The St. Augustine Food + Wine Festival will conduct several events at Ancient City Farmstead.

www.jaxhopeinc.org
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311 3rd St. N.
Jax Beach

904.853.6217

150 Fountains Way
St. Johns 

904.343.0882

 Open 7 Days A Week
11 am to 2:30 pm

4 pm to 10 pm

Authentic Indian 
and Nepali Cuisine

Eat Local!

Scan to place online 
order at Jax Beach 

location 

Scan to place online 
order at St. Johns 

location 

TWO LOCATIONS: 

Welcome 2025! BOOK RESERVATIONS NOW
FOR ALL YOUR EVENTS & CELEBRATIONS!

WWW.JAXSPICE.COM  | jaxspicefamily@jaxspice.com

We’re here to help!
Fully Equipped

• Stump Grinding  
• Heavy Debris Hauling
• Available 24/7

 904-285-4625 904-285-4625
treemasters@comcast.net 

35 Years of Experience

Crane Removal SpecialistsCrane Removal Specialists

10
_

2
0

24

Palm Valley 
Rotary 
distributes 
raffle funds

The Palm Valley Rotary Club ex-
pressed its gratitude recently to local resi-
dents who generously supported its 2024 
Caring for Our Communities Raffle. Club 
members recently distributed funds raised 
to Down Syndrome of Jacksonville, 
S.A.F.E. Animal Rescue in St. Augustine 
and Gabriel House.

Contributed photos
The check presentation to S.A.F.E. Animal Rescue.

The check presentation to Down Syndrome 
of Jacksonville.

Local club marks Rotary’s 
120th anniversary

Rotary started with the 
vision of one man, Paul 
Harris. The Chicago attorney 
formed the Rotary Club of 
Chicago on Feb. 23, 1905, 
so professionals with diverse 
backgrounds could exchange 
ideas and form meaningful, 
lifelong friendships. He met 
with three friends in room 
711 of the Unity Building in 
Chicago, where they formed 
the Rotary Club of Chicago, 
the world’s first service club, 
and it has grown into one of 
the world’s largest service or-
ganizations. Rotary members 

have addressed challenges in their communities and around the world. Rotarians 
continue to strive for goodwill, peace and understanding among all people of the 
world, as they also celebrate Peacebuilding and Conflict Prevention Month.

“Whatever Rotary may mean to us, to the world it will be known by the results it 
achieves,” said Harris.

The Rotary Club of Palm Valley wished the organization a happy anniversary, 
stating: “Here's to another 120 years of ‘Service Above Self!’”

mailto:jaxspicefamily@jaxspice.com
mailto:treemasters@comcast.net
www.jaxspice.com
https://www.edwardsragatz.com/
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annette 
görtz

MARCIA’S
PLACE

Marcia’s Place         904-568-4312

fall/winter 2025
annette görtz

Trunk Show
Today - Saturday

11 - 4 
(or by appointment)

The Sawgrass Room

Hilton Garden Inn

Sawgrass Village
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Join us in our mission
today!

Myth Busting
at Habitat St. Johns
Myth: Habitat gives homes away for free 

Fact: This is definitely the #1 myth heard  at
every Habitat in the USA. No, Habitat
homes are not free! 
 
Habitat homeowners pay a monthly
mortgage payment just like all other
homeowners. Habitat St. Johns builds
homes that are affordable so hardworking,
local families and individuals, including
teachers, first responders, hospitality,
restaurant & small business employees and
others can build stability, security and
generational wealth through
homeownership. 

www.habitatstjohns.org
904-826-3252

We are YOUR hometown Habitat!

Visit our website or call to learn how you
can help.

FPL’s grid investments lead to best 
overall service reliability

In a recent filing with the Florida Pub-
lic Service Commission, Florida Power 
& Light Company (FPL) reported 2024 
as the best year ever for the company’s 
overall system reliability according to 
key industry metrics. This includes the 
company's lowest average number of 
minutes an FPL customer experienced an 
outage — surpassing the previous compa-
ny-best performance set in 2023.

FPL invests in infrastructure and 
technology to ensure its customers have 
reliable service in good weather and bad. 
FPL’s reliability has ranked in the top 
10% nationally1 while its customer bills 
have remained well below the national 
average for more than a decade.

• 40% improvement in overall system 

reliability in the past two decades.
• 59% better service reliability, system-

wide, than the national average and the 
best among all investor-owned utilities in 
Florida.

• 82% of FPL’s main power lines, sys-
temwide, are hardened, serving critical 
services such as hospitals and 911 call 
centers.

• 96% of FPL’s transmission structures 
are steel or concrete.

• 3,000 Storm Secure Underground 
Program projects have converted neigh-
borhood power lines underground since 
2019.

• 227,000 intelligent devices across the 
FPL grid detect potential issues, helping 
to prevent outages before they happen 

and enabling FPL to restore power faster 
following outages.

• 2.7 million total customer outages 
avoided, systemwide, in 2024 with smart 
grid technology.

Reliability enhancements in Northwest 
Florida: 

• 32% fewer wooden transmission 
structures in Northwest Florida as part of 
FPL’s conversion to harden the grid with 
steel or concrete structures.

• 63% improvement in overall system 
reliability in Northwest Florida since 
2018.

• 90 miles of neighborhood power lines 
undergrounded in Northwest Florida.

• 9,100 smart grid devices installed in 
Northwest Florida.

“We strive to provide reliable elec-
tricity to our customers while keeping 

their bills as low as possible,” said FPL 
President and CEO Armando Pimentel. 
“We’re hardening the grid, underground-
ing power lines and adding smart grid 
technology that can help us avoid some 
power outages and restore power faster 
when outages do occur. The investments 
that we are making on behalf of our cus-
tomers mean they are experiencing, on 
average, fewer minutes of interrupted ser-
vice than ever before. FPL is now nearly 
60% more reliable than the average util-
ity, despite Florida’s severe weather.”

1 Based on PA Consulting’s most recent 
reliability benchmarking analysis (2023 
results), with data from approximately 
100 investor-owned utilities (IOU’s), with 
the vast majority utilizing IEEE 2.5 beta 
methodology.

Thinking of Advertising
in the Recorder?  

For more information call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

http://www.habitatstjohns.org
tel:19045684312
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COASTAL LIVING AT ITS FINEST – JAX BEACH GEM!
This stunning 4-story home with an elevator offers breathtaking ocean views and is just steps 

from the sand! Featuring 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, and sitting on a rare double lot, this one-owner 
home is ready for your personal touch.

 No rental restrictions – great investment potential!
✔✔  Renovate, rebuild, or divide into two lots for endless possibilities.

✔✔  Prime Jax Beach location – near top shopping, dining, and with easy JTB access.
Don’t miss this unique opportunity to own a piece of paradise!

Call today for a private tour!

WELCOME TO YOUR  
“HOME AT THE BEACH!”

SELLING THE BEST OF JACKSONVILLE, “RIVERFRONT TO OCEANFRONT”

COA plans centenarian 
luncheons in May

BRAVE Summit hosts 
2,500, focuses on 

teen mental health 
The fifth annual BRAVE Summit wel-

comed 2,500 high school students from 
across Florida on March 26, breaking 
down stigmas and normalizing conver-
sations around mental health. The free 
event was hosted by UF Health St. Johns 
at the St. Augustine Ampitheatre. 

Mental health advocates Emma Benoit 

and Charles Clark inspired students 
with their powerful, personal stories and 
more than 50 vendor booths, including 
Lady Gaga’s Born This Way Foundation, 
supplied attendees with information and 
resources.

Council on Aging (COA) will honor St. 
Johns County centenarians and nonage-
narians at two centenarian luncheons, 
scheduled for 11:30 a.m. May 1 at River 
House (179 Marine St., St Augustine) and 
11:30 a.m. May 15 at THE PLAYERS 
Community Senior Center (175 Landrum 
Lane, Ponte Vedra Beach).

If you or a loved one will be turning 
age 95 or better this year, contact Council 
on Aging to register to participate in the 
celebration nearest you by calling 904-
209-3700.

“We are asking for everyone’s help in 
inviting all of our cherished elders in the 
community who are eligible to attend,” 
said COA Executive Director Becky 
Yanni. “Council on Aging must rely upon 
members of the community to please help 
us get the word out.”

Advance registration is required as 
space is limited. Each honoree is invited 
to bring one complimentary guest to the 
luncheon. Tickets for additional guests 
may be purchased if space is available.

“We are very excited to be able to host 
these special events,” Yanni said. “The 
entire community looks forward to the 
chance to recognize our St. Johns County 
elders and honor their exceptional lives.”

Sponsors are needed to finance these 
special events. Table sponsorships are 
available for a donation of $250, and in-
clude table and social media recognition, 
as well as a seat to attend the centenarian 
luncheon of your choice.

To register to attend or to become a 
sponsor, contact COA’s Karen Foy at 
904-209-3700 or kfoy@coasjc.org.

The RSVP deadline for the May 1 
River House event is April 17. The RSVP 
deadline for the May 15 event is May 1.

Contributed photo
A centenarian luncheon participant at River 
House in 2024.

Photo by Melissa Marcarelli

BRAVE  continues on Page 18

mailto:kfoy@coasjc.org
www.AnitaVining.com
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Harmony, purity, community. The Farm is a special place where you can connect 
deeply with nature, live with abundance, and have continuous adventures. And 
our newest village, The Orchard, offers the opportunity to own a luxury turnkey 
cabin in the midst of an idyllic olive grove, just one-hour from Jacksonville.

Some call it a dream.  
We call it reality.

Healthiest Place on Earth™

*For a limited time only; no other discounts apply. Price 

includes lot and cabin; price will increase after 6 lots sold.

Limited-Time Opportunity   •   Only 11 Orchard Lots Available  •   Okefarm.com/Orchard

Orchard Properties 
From $485,000*  
to $1.25 million

The afternoon also featured art and poetry submitted by student 
attendees, giveaways, interactive games, photo booths and nation-
ally recognized music artist Paul Russell.

“Each year, it’s heartening to see the important work being done 
at the BRAVE Summit to create a welcoming and safe space for 
teens to discuss mental health,” said Kerry Watson, interim CEO 
of UF Health St. Johns. “Creating a path for a generation that 
prioritizes mental health as a vital aspect of overall well-being 
supports our commitment in creating healthier communities.”

The growth of the BRAVE Summit has been inspiring, said 
Paige Stanton, the event’s founder and executive director of UF 
Health St. Johns Care Connect. 

“Each year the event grows exponentially,” she said. “Two 
years ago, we welcomed approximately 1,000 students, then 
nearly 2,000 attendees last year and to have more than 2,500 join 
us this year brings us so much joy and tells us that we are filling a 
need of these students. Our goal is to reach as many young people 
as possible to let them know that it’s OK to talk about mental 
health, that there are resources available if and when they need 
help, that there are people who care and that they are not alone.”

BRAVE Summit is a centerpiece event of the BRAVE 
program. BRAVE, which stands for Be Resilient and Voice 
Emotions, was founded in 2019 and has already made signifi-
cant progress in connecting high school teens to mental health 
resources.

Before BRAVE’s implementation in St. Johns County Schools, 
only 35% of students who were referred to mental health pro-
viders were seen by a medical professional. With the BRAVE 
program, that rate has increased to 90%. Since its founding and 
despite the pandemic, BRAVE has expanded into 10 school 
districts across the state, with the ability to assist nearly 300,000 
students.

BRAVE
Continued from 17

Photos by Melissa Marcarelli

www.Okefarm.com/Orchard
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Empowering Women 
Through Divorce

We offer women the guidance and support needed to take 
the first steps towards a more successful life and future.

Divorce • Mediation • Domestic Violence • Paternity • Relocation • Alimony 
Nuptial Agreements • Contempt/Enforcement • Modification Orders

Florida Women’s Law Group is the only divorce and family 
law firm exclusively serving women in Northeast Florida.

(904) 595-8515
Offices Jacksonville

www.floridawomenslawgroup.com

Nease NJROTC hosts car show fundraiser
The Third Annual Nease NJROTC Car Show was held on March 29, as cars of all makes, models and across the decades lined up in the parking lot at Panther Stadium and cre-

ated a different type of roar than what is heard coming from the stadium during football Fridays in the fall. 
The event served as a fundraiser for Nease NJROTC to help toward providing scholarships for graduating seniors.

Photos courtesy of Nease NJROTC

http://www.floridawomenslawgroup.com
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From Ocean to Green and 
Everything in Between

Lecture focus: Modeling soft tissues of dinosaurs
The University of Florida Whitney 

Laboratory for Marine Bioscience 
Evenings at Whitney Lecture Series 
continues at 6 p.m. Thursday, April 10, 
with the program titled “Beyond the 
Skeleton: Modeling the Soft Tissues of 
Dinosaurs and Why We Should Care.”

Emma Schachner, assistant professor, 
Department of Physiological Sciences, 
College of Veterinary Medicine, Uni-
versity of Florida, will be the speaker.

This free lecture will be presented 
in person at the UF Whitney Labora-
tory Lohman Auditorium, 9505 Ocean 
Shore Blvd., St. Augustine. Those inter-
ested also have the option of registering 
to watch via Zoom live the night of the 
lecture. 

To register to watch online, go to 
https://ufl.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_RNPcvN-kTyCJdejomqrvxw.

What were dinosaur lungs like and 
how do we know? Reconstructing the 
soft tissues of extinct animals requires 
careful detailed study of the anatomy 
and physiology of living animals — 
specifically birds, the closest living 
relatives of dinosaurs.

This means getting up close with as 
many birds as possible. By combining 
cutting edge imaging techniques like 
3D digital anatomical modeling, with 
classical anatomical dissection and 

paleontological analysis, Schachner 
will explain the myriad good and bad 
ways to investigate what dinosaurs 
were really like. Additionally, she will 
share how some of the methods she 
uses to address these questions can be 
directly applied to human and veteri-
nary medicine.

Schachner studies the anatomy, 
physiology, development and evolution 
the respiratory system of reptiles and 
birds (including dinosaurs). She runs a 
multidisciplinary research lab at the UF 
College of Veterinary Medicine. Her 
research group also specializes in 3D 
digital imaging and the visual commu-
nication of science.

She earned her Ph.D. in paleontology 
at the University of Pennsylvania, then 
her postdoctoral training in respiratory 
physiology at the University of Utah 
and veterinary biomedical sciences at 
LSU School of Veterinary Medicine. 
She currently teaches anatomy to first 
year veterinary students but spent 
seven years teaching human anatomy 
to dental, medical and allied health 
students.

She gave a 2020 TED Talk on “The 
secret weapon that let dinosaurs take 
over the planet.” More information on 
her research and team can be found at 
theropoda.com.

Contributed photo
Emma Schachner and the fossilized skull of a deinosuchus.

https://ufl.zoom.us/webinar/register/
www.sawgrasscountryclub.com
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Fun2BFit helps preschoolers learn through play
By Holly Tishfield

Catherine Webb, better known as 
Coach Cathy at schools around town, 
started Fun2BFit back in 2012, though 
her passion for helping children thrive 
existed long before that.

She served as the itinerant consultant 
physical therapist for St. John’s County 
schools before beginning her business, a 
pediatric physical therapist by training, 
but soon realized that she wanted to take 
a different approach to serving children in 
the community. 

“There’s such a need for health promo-
tion in younger children now,” Webb 
said. “I feel like if I can reach even one 
family or one kid, it’s a blessing for me.”

Fun2BFit is a play-based health lit-
eracy/exercise program designed specifi-
cally for preschools, where children have 
the opportunity to learn important life 
lessons on nutrition, wellness, selfcare 
and exercise through play. 

Webb’s classes include fun age-ap-
propriate games, music, stories and toys 
that engage students in health education, 
physical activity and social skills while 
also having fun.

“It’s more than just physical educa-
tion,” Webb said. “We’re teaching them 
about the tenets of healthy living in an 
age-appropriate and fun way.”

Fun2BFit has been one of Webb’s 
lifelong ambitions, but she spent years 
handling the business part time as she 
raised her own children. Now, with her 
children fully grown, she has the time to 
devote her full attention to engaging with 

the community.
Webb coordinates with local preschools 

to facilitate classes as part of the school’s 
curriculum or an additional afterschool 
enrichment activity. While she does 
handle special requests for one-on-one 

enrichment, Fun2BFit focuses primarily 
on group settings. 

Currently, Fun2BFit serves more 
than 400 children per week at various 
preschools in the area, a feat Webb has 
been able to manage thanks to assistance 
from a newly hired employee, Stephanie 
Cornelius.

“I feel very blessed to do what I do; it 
just fills my heart every day,” Webb said. 
“These kids are little sponges, and they 
just soak it all up.”

As the business grows, Fun2BFit is 
hoping to expand its offering into new 
preschools throughout the area, spanning 
from Baymeadows out to the Beaches 
community.

To reach Webb for a consultation or 
questions, email her at coachcathy@
fun2b.fit. 

Contributed photo
Coach Cathy Webb with a few of her students.

www.getmomentumfit.com
www.limelight-theatre.org/youth-programs
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904.900.1439 | 171 Canal Blvd, Ponte Vedra Beach

CollageDaySchool.org

Give your child the 
summer of a lifetime! 

Creative weekly 
themes, exciting off-
site adventures, and 
programs tailored for 

ages 3-4 and 5-11, there’s 
something unforgettable 
for every child. Plus, we 
offer before and after 

care to fit your schedule. 
Spots are filling fast! 

Scan toScan to

Registe
r

Registe
r

TodayToday

SUMMER PROGRAMS
 IN PONTE VEDRA BEACH

www.WittTennis.net
Danny Witt, Longtime State & Nationally Recognized Coach

SIGN UP 
TODAY!

By Anthony Richards
St. Augustine is known for having 

pieces of history almost everywhere one 
looks so it is only fitting that they host 
a summer camp aimed at capturing that 
history.

The Colonial Adventure Camp will 
be hosted by the Colonial Quarter for 
incoming second to fifth graders July 
14-18.

The camp was uniquely designed to 
not only give the children a memorable 
and exhilarating summer camp experi-
ence but also offer them a better under-
standing of the history that helped form 
both the city and the state of Florida.

All five days will begin at 9 a.m. and 
end at 1 p.m. and will focus on differ-
ent aspects of history, including “pirate 
day,” when campers are encouraged 
to dress up and talk like a pirate while 
learning about real-life pirates during a 

tour of the St. Augustine Pirate & Trea-
sure Museum. 

And of course, what would “pirate 
day” be without a treasure hunt to cap-
ture the true pirate way of life?

Other highlights of the camp will 
include interacting with reenactors of 
the time period during various historical 
demonstrations through crafts, music 
and games at other famed landmarks, 
such as the Castillo de San Marcos.

Campers must bring a bagged lunch; 
water bottle and sunscreen and parents 
should notify Colonial Quarter staff of 
any allergies or medical conditions their 
child has.

Closed-toed shoes and comfortable 
clothing are recommended due to the 
summer heat and the amount of walking 
during certain tours and activities.

Registration for the camp is now open 
and the cost to attend is $165 per child, 

which includes a camp T-shirt and a 
gift bag from the St. Augustine Pirate 

& Treasure Museum to remember the 
camp experience.

Colonial Adventure Camp soaks
up sun, historic charm

Photos courtesy of Colonial Quarter
Campers listen to a demonstration during last year’s Colonial Adventure Camp.

Photos courtesy of Colonial Quarter
Reenactors of the colonial time are a major part of the camp experience.

http://www.WittTennis.net
www.CollageDaySchool.org
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RUNNING MAY 27TH - AUGUST 8TH
WEEK-LONG HALF-DAY MORNING, 

HALF-DAY AFTERNOON, OR
FULL-DAY CAMPS

CAMP PRICES STARTING AT $200
THE BOLLES SCHOOL
SAN JOSE CAMPUS

MAY 27-20, JUNE 16-20, JULY 14-18, AUG 4-8
PONTE VEDRA CAMPUS

JULY 28-AUG 1
THE DISCOVERY SCHOOL

JUNE 2-6, JUNE 9-13, JUNE 16-20, JUNE 23-27, 
JULY 7-11, JULY 14-18, JULY 21-25

FLAGLER COLLEGE
JUNE 9-13, JULY 7-11

HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
4-DAY MINI-CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3

J. ALLEN AXSON
4-DAY MINI-CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3

JACKSONVILLE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL
JUNE 2-8, 4-DAY MINI-CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3

JEWISH COMMUNITY ALLIANCE
JUNE 9-13, JUNE 23-27, JULY 7-11. JULY 21-25

NOCATEE WAYPOINT CHURCH
JUNE 16-20

REDEEMER CHURCH PONTE VEDRA
JUNE 23-27, 4-DAY CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3
SAN JUAN DEL RIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL

JULY 14-18
STACEY@THEKNIGHTSCHOOL.COM

NATIONAL TKS SUMMER CAMP
DENVER, CO MAY 30-JUNE 1

SCAN THE 
QR CODE TO 

REGISTER

May 26 - May 30
June 2 - June 6

June 9 - June 13

June 16 - June 20
June 23 - June 27
June 30 - July 3

July 7 - July 11
July 14 - July 18
July 21 - July 25

July 28 - Aug 1
Aug 4 - Aug 8

 THANK YOU FOR VOTING 
US BEST KIDS CAMP!

JACKSONVILLE’S 
LONGEST RUNNING 

SURF CAMP

3:1 STUDENT TO 
INSTRUCTOR RATIO

SURFBOARDS, SUNSCREEN 
AND SNACK INCLUDED

AGES 6 AND UP

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

JACKSONVILLE BEACH AND PONTE VEDRA BEACH CAMPS
CAMPS RUN MON-FRI FROM 8:45 - 11:45 A.M.

 SURF CAMPS RUN ALL SUMMER LONG! SCHEDULE YOUR CAMP DATE TODAY!

For more information, contact
Scott Holmes (904) 962-SURF

2024

Kiwanis Club of Ponte Vedra welcomes new members
By Holly Tishfield

Kids need adults who care, a positive 
influence in communities worldwide so 
that one day, all children will wake up in 
communities that believe in them, nurture 
them and provide the support they need 
to thrive. 

That’s the mission and goal of Kiwanis 
and the Kiwanis clubs, a nationwide 
organization with chapters throughout 
the state that focus on serving together to 
change children’s lives. 

Members of the Nocatee and Ponte 
Vedra communities recently formed a 

new Kiwanis club chapter in St. John’s 
County to further this philanthropic 
mission and they’re hoping to encourage 
other community members to join them.

The club, although only recently 
getting off the ground, meets twice per 
month to discuss volunteer-based and 
fundraising efforts throughout the area. At 
least once per month, the club will gather 
at soon-to-be-chosen charities to provide 
volunteer services.

The organization’s strong reputation 
has led to multiple chapters across North 
Florida. As St. Johns County contin-
ues to grow, members recognized the 
importance of expanding their reach by 
establishing a new chapter.

This Saturday, April 5, is the club’s first 

volunteer day at St. Francis House, where 
multiple members of the club will meet to 
assist in the charity’s efforts. 

The Ponte Vedra chapter of Kiwanis 
is searching for leadership members of 
the organization and also encourages 
interested community members to apply 
for the roles.

The club is actively recruiting new 
members. The next public meeting, 
where interested community members 
can get involved or ask questions, will 
take place on Monday, April 7, at 6 p.m. 
at Vincenzo's Cucina Ponte Vedra Beach. 

Summer camp benefits children in 
myriad ways. Recognition of the many 
advantages of attending summer camp 
can serve as a great reminder of just how 
fun it can be for children to spend their 
time away from school at a camp of their 
choosing.

• Campers continue to socialize 
throughout summer. Camp provides 
ample opportunities for young children to 
socialize during a time of year when they 
might not see their school friends as often 

as they're used to, especially for middle 
and elementary school-aged children. 

• Campers can expand their horizons. 
Though some summer camps are exclusive 
to residents of certain communities, many 
include children from numerous towns 
or municipalities. Such camps provide an 
opportunity for campers to expand their 
horizons by engaging with youngsters who 
come from different backgrounds. 

• Camp can get kids off their devices. 
A 2025 study from researchers at the 

University of Michigan published in the 
journal Health and Place found that efforts 
to reduce kids' screen time are more suc-
cessful when children are given a chance 
to play outside. Many summer camps are 
structured around outdoor play, making 
them a potentially invaluable ally as par-
ents seek to help children cut back on the 
time they spend using their devices.

• Camp adds structure to summer 
days. Once a school year ends, kids ac-
customed to structure are left with little 

to do and no need to schedule their time. 
That can add an aimlessness to summer 
days. Camp can provide the structure kids 
are accustomed to but still offer a break 
from responsibilities like homework or the 
commitments required of extracurricular 
activities.

There's no shortage of benefits to enroll-
ing youngsters in summer camp, where 
kids can socialize, grow and get off their 
devices while engaged in structured but 
stress-free activities. 

The benefits of attending summer camp

mailto:STACEY@THEKNIGHTSCHOOL.COM
www.surfintosummer.com
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This summer, give your child the opportunity to grow in confidence, build 
independence, and develop valuable life skills at Mandala Wellness! Our 
camps are designed to empower kids through engaging activities that 

spark creativity, foster teamwork, and encourage self-discovery. 

(904) 834-7581 | 183 Landrum Lane, Ponte Vedra Beach

SUMMER CAMPS IN PONTE VEDRA BEACH

GIVE YOUR CHILD A SUMMER OF GROWTH, FUN, AND UNFORGETTABLE MEMORIES!

SPOTS ARE LIMITED!

HORSIN’ 
AROUND

SOCIAL 
SUPERSTARS

RISE & 
THRIVE

COLLEGE
PREP

BOOK-
TRAILS

BIKE 
BUDDIES

FARM TO 
TABLE

CAMP 
COURAGE

>> SCAN TO REGISTER TODAY >>

5/27-7/25 5/27-8/01 5/27-7/25 6/16-20 7/07-11 7/21-257/14-18 7/21-25

MandalaFamilyWellness.com/camps

Three locations to serve
you:

880 Highway A1A North,
Suite 6, PVB, FL, 32082

9802 Baymeadows Road,
Suite 14, Jacksonville, FL,

32256
1406 Kingsley Ave, Suite E,

Orange Park, FL, 32073
www.orangeparkartclasses

.com

904-612-7557www.childrensartclasses.com
Where a kid can be an artist.

Summer 
 Workshops

Register Now!

An Award-Winning Studio Art Curriculum 

It’s SUMMER CAMPS time again!
Here’s a look at some of the many sum-

mer camp options available locally.

THE LINK
Summer camps will be held 

between June 2 to Aug. 8. The link 
is located at 425 Town Plaza Ave., 
Ponte Vedra in the heart of Nocatee 
Town Center. Phone: 904-299-3671. 
Email: info@thelink.zone.

For further information and to register, 
go to https://www.thelink.zone/camps-2. 
Here’s a look at the camps:

LEGO Robotics
Explore the world of robotics and pro-

gramming in this LEGO Robotics summer 
camp! Through hands-on building and 
coding activities, kids will develop essen-
tial STEM skills such as spatial reasoning, 
problem-solving, creativity and critical 
thinking. Note: These are full-day camps. 
Ten camps to choose from: June 2-6, June 
9-13, June 16-20, June 23-27, June 30- 
July 3, July 7-11, July 14-18, July 21-25, 
July 28-Aug. 1 and Aug. 4-8.

Creative Culinary
Teach your child the importance of 

healthy eating habits and cooking skills 
with this Healthy Hands Cooking Camp! 
This camp covers everything from kitchen 
safety to proper food handling and prepa-

ration. Students will also learn about the 
pros and cons of packaged foods and how 
to make informed choices at the grocery 
store. Best of all, they'll have the chance 
to create and enjoy delicious, wholesome 
recipes. Ten camps to choose from: June 
2-6, June 9-13, June 16-20, June 23-27, 
June 30-July 3, July 7-11, July 14-18, July 
21-25, July 28-Aug. 1 and Aug. 4-8.

Creator’s Corner
Unleash creativity and craft dream 

designs. This camp will entail marbling 

mastery, sugar scrubs and jar art, clothing 
transformations, resin creations, abstract 
art, candle making and drama. Students 
will bring home their fabulous creations 
and the knowledge to create them again! 
Nine camps to choose from: June 2-6, 
June 9-13, June 16-20, June 23-27, July 
7-11, July 14-18, July 21-25, July 28- 
Aug. 1 and Aug. 4-8.

Olympic Style Fencing
This is one of the most popular summer 

camps. Learn the basics of one of the old-

est Olympic sports. Led by Coach Alan 
Chernomashentsev, an accomplished ath-
lete and experienced coach, students will 
learn fundamental skills, techniques and 
rules of fencing. Whether your child is 
new to the sport or already has the experi-
ence, they'll benefit from Coach Alan's 
expert guidance and commitment to 
developing good character. Three camps 
to choose from: June 2-6, June 16-20 and 
July 21-25.

Kids Can Code
Unleash your inner tech wizard! Sign 

up for this exciting Kids Can Code 
Summer Camp, where creativity meets 
technology. This hands-on program is 
designed to inspire young minds and 
empower kids to become the coders and 
problem-solvers of tomorrow. Here’s 
what your child will explore with different 
camp themes to include: Roblox Game 
Development, Robotics, CodeSpark, 
Minecraft and Code Combat. With a mix 
of engaging platforms, interactive lessons 
and collaborative teamwork, Kids Can 
Code Summer Camps are the perfect en-
vironment to fuel your child’s passion for 
technology. Whether they’re a beginner 
or a budding programmer, they’ll gain in-
valuable skills that make learning fun and 

CAMP  continues on Page 26

mailto:info@thelink.zone
https://www.thelink.zone/camps-2
http://www.orangeparkartclasses
www.MandalaFamilyWellness.com/camps
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The Episcopal experience means learning extends far beyond the 

classroom. Our graduates Seek Understanding as lifelong learners; 

Develop a Sense of Self earned through challenge; Live with Honor and 

Purpose, choosing to lead, do good, and serve others; and Pursue a Life 

of Faith, in a way meaningful to them while respecting the dignity of 

every human being. Across our Four Pillars — Academics, Athletics,  

Fine Arts, and Spiritual Life — Episcopal students find their passions 

while shaping who, not what, they will become.

Visit ESJ.org To Explore Your Future

EPISCOPAL
SCHOOL of JACKSONVILLE

EPISCOPAL
SCHOOL of JACKSONVILLE

memorable. Seven camps to choose from: 
June 9-13, June 23-27, June 30- July 3, 
July 7-11, July 14-18, July 28- Aug. 1 
and Aug. 4-8.

CODE NINJAS
Code Ninjas is planning camps at five 

different area campuses.
Transform your child’s love for tech-

nology into an exciting learning adven-
ture. Guided by a team of “code senseis,” 
Code Ninjas Camps empower kids to 
gain valuable tech skills and make new 
friends.

For information, including dates and 
prices, or to register, go to codeninjas.
com and click “Shop Camps.” The camps 
offer a wide variety of fun experiences 
for “ninjas” ages 5-14. They cover a 
wide range of topics from electronics to 
creative design, including rich content for 
coding or STEM.

The camps will run on weekdays for 
10 weeks, June 2 through Aug. 8 (with an 
exception for July 4). Camp locations are:

• Ponte Vedra Beach: 258 Solana 
Road, Ponte Vedra Beach. Phone: 904-
834-2359

• St. Johns: 2758 Race Track Road, 
Suite 401, St. Johns. Phone: 904-500-
2633

• World Golf Village: 533 W. Twin 
Court Trail, Unit 704, St. Augustine. 
Phone: 904-217-0652

• Baymeadows: 8221 Southside Blvd., 
Suite 10, Jacksonville. Phone: 904-475-
2160

• Fleming Island: 1811 Golden Eagle 
Way, Suite 28, Fleming Island. Phone: 
904-375-0653

Here’s a look at the camps:
• Creative Studio: Digital Directors: 

Learn about filmmaking and storytelling.
• Content Creators — YouTube 

Stars: Learn video editing, scripting and 
more.

• Lego: RoboDojo — Build and 
Battle: Design, build and battle Lego 
Robots.

• Lego: RoboDojo — On a Mission: 
Take Lego robotics skills to the next 
level.

• Minecraft & Roblox Adventures 
for Beginners: Discover the basics of 
building and coding with these popular 
platforms

• Minecraft: Modder Gamers & 
Minecraft: Modding Masters: Take your 
favorite game to the next level.

• Minecraft: Movie Makers: Create 
epic in-game movies.

• Minecraft: Redstone Realm: Master 
engineering and circuitry.

• Minecraft: Robo in the Dojo: Code 
and control Minecraft robots.

• Minecraft: Digital Data Defenders: 
Save the digital world with coding and 

cybersecurity skills.
• Roblox: 3D World Builders & Ro-

blox: World Creators: Build immersive 
3D worlds.

• Roblox: The Next Level: Advanced 
game design and scripting.

• 3D Studio: Creators I: 3D modeling 
and design.

• Drone Dome — Challenge the 
Skies! Code, fly and compete with 
drones.

FIRST COAST CULTURAL CENTER
First Coast Cultural Center is offering 

a variety of summer camps. For more 
information or to register, go to https://
www.firstcoastculturalcenter.org/pro-
grams-events/art-camps.

Summer Camp at Alhambra Theatre 
and Dining

Ages 8-17
Cost: $510 for FCCC members, $560 

for future members
Each camp week is from 9 a.m. to 2 

p.m. and includes two weeks of program-
ming, the musical showcase, and one 
meal and one complimentary showcase 
ticket per registered child.

This year's performance will be an-
nounced soon.

Alhambra Camp 2 dates:
• Week 1: July 21-25
• Week 2: July 28-Aug. 1
• Showcase: Aug. 4

Summer Art, Culinary and Drama 
Camps

Exploration Vacation: Florida Life

All weeks are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at First Coast Cultural 
Center at Ponte Vedra Beach.

Cost: $300 for future members, $270 
for current members

Students ages 6 years old through 12 
years old will create 2-dimensional and 
3-dimensional works of art using a vari-
ety of tools and techniques, led by profes-
sional art teachers in a peaceful, safe 
setting. Each week children will draw, 
sculpt, build, paint, explore the galleries 
and more, related to the weekly theme.

Children will not only explore high 
quality art making techniques, but also 
search through the galleries (at FCCC 
location), play outside and observe the 
natural world like art detectives!

Theme schedule:
• The Science of Art: June 2-6. In the 

mornings, children will work with acting 
coach Sheri Lahris to develop their im-
provisational skills through small group 
and individual activities! Children can 
create new scenarios and imagine endless 
possibilities given the right techniques 
and tools, while building confidence. In 
the afternoon, the children will paint, 
sculpt, draw, print and play games, while 

CAMP  continues on Page 27
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learning about artists and art history and 
the “A-ha!” moments of creating.

• Who lives at the Shoreline? June 
9-13. In the mornings, children will work 
with acting coach Sheri Lahris to develop 
their improvisational skills through 
small group and individual activities! 
Children can create new scenarios and 
imagine endless possibilities given the 
right techniques and tools, while building 
confidence. In the afternoon, the children 
will paint, sculpt, draw, print and play 
games, while learning about artists and 
art history and the “A-ha!” moments of 
creating.

• Natural Florida: June 16-20. Stu-
dents will learn about Florida’s flora and 
fauna through exploration and discovery. 
They will draw and paint native species 
of plants and animals, and discover pre-
historic life that still remains, along with 
invasive species and the impacts through 
an artful lens.

• Sunset Oranges: June 23-27. Warm 
colors are a theme this week, along 
with the study of fruit as it relates to the 
region, and in art.

• City Life at the Beach: July 7-11. 
What makes beach towns’ architecture so 
interesting? Students will draw, paint and 
build a cityscape around a beach view.

• Ocean Textures: July 14-18. 

Students will create “sandy,” “rough,” 
“salty,” “scaly” and more textures out 
of clay, paint and printmaking, such as 
Gyotaku fish printing.

• Under the Sea: July 21-25. Students 
will study sea creatures of all kinds, 
including those more unknown at the 
depths of the ocean, and represent them 
in an artful way.

• Wild Weather in Florida: July 28-
Aug. 1. Campers will learn about local 
weather, climate and how that causes 
plants and animals to respond. Then they 
will create paintings, drawings  

and stories about Florida's wild 
weather.

ADVENTURE LANDING
2780 S.R. 16 St. Augustine
904-827-9400
st-augustine.adventurelanding.com/

groups/day-care-summer-camp

1944 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville Beach
904-246-4386
jacksonville-beach.adventurelanding.

com/groups/day-care-summer-camp

JAX COOKING STUDIO
14035 Beach Blvd. Unit 6, Jacksonville
Cooking camps are intended for chil-

dren age 7 and older. Camps are hands-
on, and the kids eat what they make each 
day!

https://jaxcookingstudio.com
904-379-6220

LIMELIGHT THEATRE
11 Old Mission Ave., St. Augustine.
Two camps for kindergarten through 

grade 3: Broadway Kidz Week (10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Monday through Friday, June 
2-6) and Fairy Tale Week (10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Monday through Friday, June 9-13)

Two camps for grades 4-8: Musical 

Theatre Intensive Week One (2-5 
p.m. Monday through Friday, June 
2-6) and Musical Theatre Intensive 
Week Two (2-5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, June 9-13)
Theatre Devising Camp: For 

grades 6-8. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday, July 7-11.
“Spamalot Young@Part”: For grades 

5-12. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, June 2-27. Performances: 5:30 
p.m. June 27 and 28; 12:30 p.m. June 29.

For further information or to register, 
go to limelight-theatre.org/youth-pro-
grams.

TOMMY HULIHAN’S BASKETBALL CAMP
https://tommyhulihanbasketball.com/

basketball-camp.
Where: St. Paul’s Gym, 212 5th St. 

North, Jacksonville Beach

YMCA
Summer Day Camp registration is now 

open. Registration is available online 
only, and spots are limited.

For ages 5-12.
The Brown Family YMCA is located at 

170 Landrum Lane, Ponte Vedra Beach. 7 
a.m. to 6 p.m. June 2-Aug. 8.

Registration information, as well as 
other locations and times can be found 
at https://fcymca.org/programs/camp/
summer-day-camp.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Camp
Continued from 26
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Summer fun for children: Activities 
inspire growth, connection, joy

Summer break is a time of sunshine, 
freedom and endless possibilities — and 
with a little creativity, it can also be a sea-
son of meaningful growth and discovery 
for every child. From sensory-rich nature 
explorations to imaginative art projects 
and calm spaces that nurture emotional 
well-being, there are a variety of activi-
ties designed to support and engage chil-
dren of all abilities and learning styles.

1. Nature-Based Adventures
Outdoor play has always been a favor-

ite summer pastime, but structured nature 
activities can do more than just entertain. 
Programs that encourage children to ex-
plore trails, interact with animals or tend 
to a garden can boost confidence, support 
motor development and create opportuni-
ties for meaningful connection. Look for 
experiences that combine gentle structure 
with open-ended discovery — like nature 
walks with sensory prompts or animal 
encounters that allow for quiet observa-
tion and calm interaction.

2. Movement and Mindfulness
Not every child thrives in the chaos 

of typical summer camps. Calmer, more 
focused environments that integrate 
movement with mindfulness can offer 
both physical and emotional benefits. 
Think yoga sessions that are playful and 
adaptive, or obstacle courses designed for 
success and self-regulation. These kinds 
of activities are especially beneficial 
when facilitated by experienced guides 
who understand the power of individual-
ized pacing and encouragement.

3. Creative Arts and Expression
Art, music and drama offer children a 

unique outlet to express themselves — 
especially those who communicate best 
in nontraditional ways. Summer pro-
grams that prioritize self-expression over 
perfection can help kids build self-esteem 
and develop social connections. Whether 
it’s painting under the trees, storytell-
ing through puppetry or participating in 
a music circle, the focus should be on 
participation, not performance.

4. Social-Emotional Learning Through 
Play

Friendships are often formed through 
shared experiences, and summer is the 
perfect time to build those bonds. Look 
for programs that intentionally weave in 
social-emotional learning — teaching 
children how to identify emotions, man-
age frustration and celebrate their unique 
strengths. This can be done through small 
group games, guided free play or interac-
tive lessons built into daily routines.

Local Resources for Whole-Child 
Support

In Ponte Vedra, families have access 
to unique places where these thoughtful 
approaches to summer enrichment come 
together. Summer programs like those 
offered at Mandala Wellness, emphasize 
more than just entertainment — they sup-
port the whole child through nature-based 
play, creative expression, and therapeutic 
learning environments tailored to indi-
vidual needs. www.mandalafamilywell-
ness.com 

Ultimately, the best summer activities 
are those that allow children to be fully 
themselves — to explore, grow, con-
nect and feel safe while doing so. With 
the right setting and support, summer 
becomes more than a break from school 
— it becomes a powerful opportunity for 
every child to shine. 

 
— Column submitted by Mandala 
Family Wellness

GUEST COLUMN

http://www.mandalafamilywell-ness.com
http://www.mandalafamilywell-ness.com
http://www.mandalafamilywell-ness.com
www.AdventureLanding.com
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St. Augustine 
Food + Wine Festival

May 7 - 11, 2025

Thank You to Our Partners!

SAVE $15 on Festival Tickets* 
with FINAL15 Promo Code!
Enjoy a variety of all-inclusive beverage and 
culinary tasting events, featuring some of 
the region’s best restaurants, food trucks, 
artisans and more. Hundreds of wines, beers 
and spirits to sample with a souvenir glass – 
Limited Discount Tickets Available!

Grand Tasting, Saturday, May 10
• NEW VIP Lounge! Indoor, air-conditioned with 

Rosé Garden, Gourmet Bloody Mary Bar & Signature 
Bites, Publix Liquors & Coca-Cola Open Bar, Private 
Restrooms and Early Access!

• Live Music, Publix Cooking Demo Stage, Silent Auction, 
Artisan Market & People’s Choice Harvest Awards

NEW LOCATION
Friday - Sunday events only!

St. Augustine’s BRAND-NEW premier 
wedding and event venue, Ancient City 
Farmstead! Only 10 minutes from historic, 
downtown St. Augustine, for Friday - Sunday!

“One of Florida’s Top 10 
Food & Wine Festivals” 

USA Today

“One of Florida’s Best Food 
and Wine Festivals” 

Miami Herald

StAugustineFoodandWineFestival.com 

Buy Tickets Now!
(*exclude VIP Lounge tickets  

and Packages)

F O O D  +  W I N E  F E S T I V A L

S T . A U G U S T I N E

PRESENTED BY

www.StAugustineFoodandWineFestival.com
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Schedule your visit at: 904-490-6300
or WindsorPointeJAX.com

Let’s say you’ve made the move to Vibrant Independent Living at Windsor 
Pointe. So, now you’re faced with a whole new lifestyle. The carefree one you 
deserve. Now, this is where the fun starts. You see, we’re the place where 
you can stay in and feel like you’ve gone out. Let us explain. Chef-prepared 
cuisine. Happy hour at The Hatch. Award-winner at the luxury movie theater. 
All in the company of friends, friends and more friends. Of course, you can go 
just down the street to downtown Jacksonville or the beach. We’ll even drive.

Now, haven’t you earned it? We think so. Come on a private tour 
and a chef-prepared lunch. Relax. It’s on us!

4060 San Pablo Pkwy
Jacksonville, FL 32224
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

HERE’S WHERE
IT GETS FUNIT GETS IT GETS FUN

HERE’S WHERE WHEREHERE’S WHEREHERE’SHERE’S WHERE WHEREHERE’S WHEREHERE’S
IT GETS IT GETS FUN

The link announces highlights for April
linkThrive Women’s Retreat

Women from across the region will 
gather at the link, in the heart of Nocatee, 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. April 12 for an 
inspiring retreat designed to nourish the 
mind, body and soul while exploring the 
latest innovations in wellness and entre-
preneurship.

Curated for women entrepreneurs, 
wellness advocates and creatives — and 
women from all walks of life — this 
event blends personal empowerment, 
business insight and holistic well-being. 

Here's what to Expect:
• Expert-Led Sessions — Gain insights 

from industry leaders on wellness, busi-
ness strategy and personal growth.

• Hands-On Experiences — Engage 
in mindfulness practices, movement ses-

sions and interactive sessions tailored to 
fuel inspiration.

• Networking & Collaboration — Con-
nect with like-minded women in an eco-
system designed for support and success.

• Entrepreneurial Showcase — Ex-
plore wellness products and services at 
the expo, featuring local businesses and 
thought leaders.

Learn more and get tickets at thelink.
zone/events-1. Tickets are $99.

Or register at eventbrite.com/e/
link-thrive-womens-retreat-tickets-
1225397790779?aff=oddtdtcreator.

Kids Night Out
5:30 to 9:30 p.m. April 12 and 26
Drop the kids off for an evening of fun, 

creativity and adventure while you enjoy 

a well-deserved night out! With exciting 
activities, games and hands-on experi-
ences, Kids Night Out is the perfect way 
for your little ones to have a blast in a 
safe, engaging environment.

For April 12, register at app.thelink.
zone/tab/event/eventcard?id=recuTvXhI
cTomZT2W&referral_code=1a213376-
78ad-45be-8e6b-59c469003219.

For April 26, register at app.thelink.
zone/tab/event/eventcard?id=reck4jphXb
kiTqJj0&referral_code=80d8133e-ccbf-
4697-b00c-17869d5fcebc.

Mahjong & Mingle 
6-10 p.m. April 18
Join To The Moon Party Designs and 

the link for The Mahj Royale — a stylish 
spring evening of mahjong, mingling and 

just the right amount of friendly competi-
tion! Whether you're a seasoned player or 
new to the game, this event is the perfect 
way to enjoy Mahjong in a vibrant and 
welcoming atmosphere.

Register at eventbrite.com/e/mah-
jong-mingle-the-mahj-royale-tickets-
1272686482529?aff=oddtdtcreator.

Circle of Creation: Design Thinking 
with Emotional Intelligence + AI

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. April 30
The second session dives deep into the 

concept of Design Thinking or “Human-
Centered” Design in relation to emotional 
intelligence plus AI. 

Email info@thelink.zone to inquire 
about how you can be a sponsor.

Rally for Kate Charity Golf Tournament raises $107,500
Trailer Bridge Inc., a global transporta-

tion provider headquartered in Jackson-
ville, recently announced its Rally for 
Kate Charity Golf Tournament raised 
$107,500 for the Kate Amato Founda-
tion, supporting the organization’s efforts 
to find safer, smarter and more effective 

treatments for children with cancer.
The Kate Amato Foundation, based in 

Ponte Vedra Beach, will use the gift to 
fund innovative pediatric cancer research 
at leading research facilities across the 
country to accelerate the pace of progress 
and save young lives. Cancer is the lead-

ing cause of death by disease in children, 
and only 4% of the total federal research 
funding is designated for all childhood 
cancers.

The inaugural Rally for Kate tourna-
ment hosted in 2024 raised $100,000, 
which helped the foundation double its 

annual funding for research projects.
“When we set out to launch this event, 

we knew we had the opportunity to make 
a difference, but what we couldn’t predict 
were the economic headwinds that would 

GOLF  continues on Page 31

mailto:info@thelink.zone
www.WindsorPointeJAX.com
https://trascaandco.com/
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Is there ANYONE who belongs to the Ponte Vedra Inn and Club 
that doesn’t know Henrietta??!!

She has an ultra brite smile on her face every time she sees you!  
Yes, service with a smile ALWAYS!! If you haven’t had the pleasure 
of meeting her, I suggest you ask for her table at the golf shop 
restaurant!  There you will be treated with the utmost kindness, 
and yes, the ultra brite smile!

AND now that she is way past retirement and still working, I think 
it’s time we all dig DEEP into our - should I say it?? - Louis Vuitton’s 
and show her how much we appreciated her for all these years. 
I have personally known her for twenty years. She is ONE OF A 
KIND!  Let’s send her on her way to enjoy her GOLDEN YEARS 
with a really, really nice retirement. 

Don’t be stingy! After all she has probably 
waited on you for 15-20 years!

To donate, scan the QR code or visit:
https://gofund.me/989d7258

Support Henrietta’s Golden Years FundFundraising Goal: $1,000,000

challenge our industry and country,” said 
Trailer Bridge CEO Mitch Luciano. “Yet, 
despite these uncertainties, our partners 
continue to step up, choosing to sup-
port a cause bigger than business. This 
tournament is more than a day on the 
course; it’s a testament to the strength of 
our relationships and the generosity that 
exists in our world today. At a time when 
nonprofits need it most, we are rallying 
together to make an impact that will be 
felt far beyond today.”

The event’s participation roster includ-
ed transportation and logistics providers 
from Northeast Florida including SSA 
Marine, the International Longshore-
man’s Association, ATS, TOTE Maritime, 
American Roll-On Roll-Off Carrier, CBX 
Global and ARCO Design/Build. It also 
drew support from businesses outside 
of the Jacksonville community; Priority 
Global joined from Puerto Rico, and Chi-
cago-based technology provider Mastery 
Logistics Systems flew in to attend.

Founded in 1991, Trailer Bridge has 
been a staple in Jacksonville’s trans-
portation industry, known locally for its 
weekly barge service to Puerto Rico from 
JAXPORT’s Blount Island Marine Ter-
minal. The company covers all expenses 
related to the Rally for Kate golf tourna-
ment, allowing 100% of the sponsor-

ship dollars to go directly to the Kate 
Amato Foundation. The sold-out event 
welcomed 88 golfers to Atlantic Beach 
Country Club for the tournament.

"We are deeply grateful to Trailer 
Bridge for their partnership and commit-
ment to our cause,” said Dr. Lisa Amato, 
Kate’s mom and executive director of 
the Kate Amato Foundation. “The lack 
of funding for pediatric cancer research 
has been a challenge for decades with 
scientists relying heavily on private 
funding from nonprofits to support their 
work. Now, more than ever, support from 

companies like Trailer Bridge will be 
necessary to fill the funding gap in the 
search for cures.” 

Rally for Kate is the second charity 
golf tournament hosted by Trailer Bridge. 
The Rally brand was first established 
in 2019 to support the people of Puerto 
Rico with the Rally for Puerto Rico 
tournament following the devastation 
caused by Hurricane Maria. The Rally for 
Puerto Rico tournament has raised nearly 
$450,000 for Habitat for Humanity of 
Puerto Rico since its inception with the 
fifth annual tournament happening at the 

end of April.
Trailer Bridge focuses on giving back 

to local nonprofits and groups that sup-
port the needs of children and families. 
The company has been a long-standing 
supporter of Dreams Come True of Jack-
sonville and The Tom Coughlin Jay Fund 
in addition to other local groups. They 
also support career exploration with area 
youth of all ages, welcoming groups like 
Jacksonville Job Corps to their facility 
for tours and presentations.

Learn more about The Kate Amato 
Foundation at KateAmatoFoundation.org.

Golf
Continued from 30

Contributed photo
Rally for Kate Charity Golf Tournament participants gather for a photo.

https://gofund.me/989d7258
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9 0 4 - 3 9 5 - 5 5 0 1  •  G U I D E D S M I L E S JA X . C O M
153 Fort Wade Rd., Ste 100, Ponte Vedra

Schedule Your Appointment Today!
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VETERANS 
SPECIALS
FREE

• COMPREHENSIVE EXAM
• COMPLETE SET OF X-RAYS
• PROFESSIONAL CLEANING
• 10% DISCOUNT ON ALL
 PROSTHETICS AND IMPLANTS

*Restrictions apply. Call for details.

PREVENTIVE SERVICES
• Free Comprehensive Exam
• Free X-rays
• Free adult cleaning (2)

PROSTHETIC SERVICES: 20% OFF
• Complete Dentures
• Full Arch Implant Dentures
 (Fixed Hybrid Denture)
• Overdenture (Removable 

Snap-in Denture)
• Partial Dentures

• Crowns
• Veneers
• Bridges
• Implant Crown and Abutment
• Occlusal Night Guards

SURGICAL SERVICES
• Simple tooth extraction: $150
• Surgical tooth extraction $250
• Implant placement: 20% OFF
• Bone grafting: 25% OFF
• Tissue grafting: 25% OFF

*Sedation services, sleep apnea 
appliances,Botox and fillers not included. 

Restrictions apply.  Call for details.

No Insurance? We’ve got you covered! $500 A YEAR

CARLOS BLACKMON, 
DDS, MS

PROSTHODONTIST

YOUR SMILE SAYS IT ALL
PROVIDING TRUSTED SPECIALIZED CARE TO PATIENTS

Cabbage, Potato and Bacon Festival returns April 26-27
The Cabbage, Potato and Bacon Festival 

returns to Hastings Main Street with deli-
cious new events and the return of beloved 
favorites on Saturday, April 26, and Sun-
day, April 27. It will be held on North Main 
Street in downtown Hastings.

“We are so proud of how this event has 
grown in just one year,” said Jena Dennis, 
chair of the Hastings Main Street Board 
of Directors. “It’s the most exciting blend 
of traditional events and modern new 
experiences, all designed to celebrate the 
rich agricultural history of Hastings and the 
surrounding area.”

 Here’s a look at the events:
 

Rooted Elegance: A Benefit Dinner for 
Hastings Main Street – 6 p.m. April 25

Presented by Viva Hospitality in collabo-
ration with the James Beard Foundation. It 
features a one-of-a-kind menu prepared by 

notable chefs inspired by local history and 
ingredients. Buy Rooted Elegance tickets at 
vivahosp.com/fojbb.

 
2025 Spud Run – 7 a.m. April 26

Run through the Hastings countryside 
with a 15k, 10k, 5k, and 1-mile Cabbage 
Crawl Fun Run. Register at runsignup.
com/Race/FL/Hastings/SpudRun5K-
10K15KChallengeandCabbageCrawlFun-
RUn.

 
Taste of Hastings Brunch & Live Cooking 
Demos – 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. April 26

Enjoy mouthwatering bites showcasing 
cabbage, potatoes and bacon from nine 
talented chefs as well as live cooking dem-
onstrations from chefs John Rivers and Art 
Smith. Buy Brunch Tasting tickets at zeffy.
com/en-US/ticketing/2025-cabbage-potato-
bacon-festival-brunch-tasting.

 
The Great Hastings “Mow Down” – Noon 
to 4:30 p.m. April 26

Rev up your engines for the lawn 
mower races and Mow Down Parade. 
Register to participate at zeffy.com/en-US/
ticketing/9849788d-333d-4282-9034-
317911f57d1c.

 
Saturday Evening Family-Style Dinner – 
5-9 p.m. April 26

Hosted by Chef Hari Pulapaka and 
featuring five local chefs, this unforget-
table dinner celebrates the farm-to-table 
journey and the tradition of family supper. 
Buy Family Style Dinner tickets at zeffy.
com/en-US/ticketing/2025-cabbage-potato-
bacon-festival-family-style-dinner.

 
The Miss Potato Queen Beauty Pageant 
– Noon to 4:30 p.m. April 27

Watch contestants compete for the Miss 
Potato Queen crown. Register to participate 
at https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/
miss-potato-queen-beauty-pageant--2025.

 
Cottage Artisans Market – 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m.  April 26, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. April 27

Peruse wares including local art, pro-
duce, soaps, and handcrafted goods from a 
variety of makers. There will be live music, 
food trucks and more.

 
Go to https://www.hastingsfl.org/

cabbage-potato-bacon-festival to learn 
more about the Cabbage, Potato and Bacon 
Festival. Interested vendors may register at 
https://www.hastingsfl.org/vendor-info.

This event is presented with support 
from the St. Johns County Tourist Develop-
ment Council, St. Johns Cultural Council 
and other sponsors.

Photos by Melissa Marcarelli

The Mow Down ParadeA dish ready to be enjoyedLast year’s Cabbage, Potato and Bacon Festival

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/
https://www.hastingsfl.org/
https://www.hastingsfl.org/vendor-info
www.guidedsmilesjax.com
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What Can Cereset® Do for ME?
• Increase Your Energy & Performance
 Athletically & Vocationally

• Clear Brain Fog & Cognitive Issues
 Enhance Learning & Memory

• Anxiety and/or Depression
 A harmonized brain may provide you with  
 peace, calm, and comfort in the storm.

• Release “Stuck” Stress
	 “Freeze”	and/or	“fight-or-flight”	triggers	
 disappear

• Support Good, Restful Sleep
 Start with a great foundation every day

• Restore Hope & Happiness
 A balanced brain can see both the detail &  
 the context.

See the clinical trials at
Cereset.com/research

What is Cereset®?
Cereset®	uses	a	safe,	non-invasive	
approach to record the “echo” of your 
brain’s	real-time	dominant	frequency.	Our	
technology uses acoustic stimulation to 
translate	that	frequency	into	its	equivalent	
pitch and note that you can hear the 
frequency	and	notes	you	hear	act	as	a	
“mirror” for your brain to see itself and 
begin restoring its natural ability to 
correct any of its imbalances.

Cereset - Ponte Vedra
822 A1A N. Ste. 204 / Ponte Vedra Beach, FL / 32082
904-315-1118 Cereset.com

Freedom Boat Club receives top awards at conference

Freedom Boat Club (FBC) of Northeast 
Florida has taken top honors at the 2025 
Freedom Forum, the company’s annual 
franchise conference, held this year in 
Cape Coral in Southwest Florida.

The franchise, with locations in Jack-
sonville, Jacksonville Beach and two lo-
cations in St. Augustine, was awarded the 
2024 Membership Sales Platinum Award 
and the 2024 Membership Sales Gold 
Award, which it also won last year. The 
big honor went to Bill Edinger, FBC of 
Northeast Florida’s membership director, 
who received the Membership Executive 
of the Year Award for the fourth year.

“We are so lucky to have someone like 
Bill on our team,” said Lisa Almeida, co-
owner of FBC of Northeast Florida. “He 
is an amazing membership director, and 
we are so proud of his successes. Bill’s 
work ethic is second to none, and this 
award is evidence of that. We are also 
very proud of all our staff who helped us 
grow our Freedom Family. My business 
partner, Kevin, and I could not be more 
grateful for their dedication to us and our 
members.”

FBC of Northeast Florida introduces 
families to boating and helps them create 
lifetime memories on the water. Almeida 

and co-owner Kevin Seelig have owned 
the franchise since 2011 and have grown 
from one location to four with a fleet of 
120 boats to allow members a boating op-
tion close to home.

FBC of Northeast Florida’s headquar-
ters is at the Jacksonville Beach location 
at Beach Marine. It also operates out of 
Julington Creek Marina in Jacksonville 
and Camachee Cove Marina and The 
Shipyards in St. Augustine.

The Freedom Forum 2025 brought 
together more than 375 representatives 

from franchise locations worldwide and 
featured an expanded “Freedom Uni-
versity” program. It was Freedom Boat 
Club’s largest-ever partner and vendor 
expo, connecting franchisees with brands 
and products designed to support busi-
ness growth.

The forum concluded with a ceremony 
recognizing franchisees’ exceptional 
performance and dedication over the 
past year. Freedom Boat Club has more 
than 415 locations in the United States, 
Canada, Europe and Australia.

Scott Ward (VP and GM of corporate FBC territory), Ryan Brunette (director of operations, FBC 
NE Florida), Luke Bickerstaff (assistant director of marketing, FBC NE Florida), Bill Edinger (FBC 
NE Florida membership executive), Lisa Almeida (co-owner, FBC NE Florida), Mackenzie Conley 
(assistant director of operations, NE Florida), Cecil Cohn (president, FBC), Kevin Seelig (co-own-
er, FBC NE Florida), Jonathan Levine (VP and GM of regional operations, FBC).

Contributed photos
Cecil Cohn (president, FBC), Bill Edinger (FBC NE Florida membership executive), Scott Ward 
(VP and GM of corporate FBC territory), Rebecca Waters (marketing and sales leader, FBC).

www.cereset.com/research
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Secret Garden Market set for April 12
Spring has sprung, which 

means a popular local market is 
around the corner — Secret Gar-
den Market. Presented by Sun-
day Gathering Table and Jenna 
Alexander Studio, the fourth 
annual night market will be held 
5-9 p.m. Saturday, April 12.

This intimate springtime 
market cultivates a special com-
munity of Northeast and Central 
Florida’s locals and creatives. 
Offering handmade goods, art, 
ceramics, jewelry, vintage and 
more, the Secret Garden Market 
is a chance to shop unique wares 
and connect with artists and 
creators.

Visitors can grab delicious eats 
and drinks from Sunday Gather-
ing Table while they shop, in-
cluding Datil BBQ sandwiches, 

Southern potato salad, apple frit-
ters, canned wine, seltzer, beer 
and non-alcoholic beverages, as 
DJ Zach Engh spins the tunes.

Jenna Alexander, local artist 
and market host, will also release 
a series of small 6-by-6-inch 
original oil paintings of orange 
slices — playing with shadow 
and light and deep saturation of 
color.

The Secret Garden Market 
is tucked away behind Sunday, 
located at 73 San Marco Ave. 
in downtown St. Augustine. 
Admission is free, and dogs are 
welcome.

Vendors include artisan 
candlemakers, vintage clothing, 
floral designs, jewelry, upcycled 
handbags, tallow-based skincare 
products, custom fabrics, local 

honey and more. Confirmed 
vendors are: Adrienne.Earth, 
Bear on Paper, ONE SUN Farm 
& Flora, Lou Jewels, RIG — 
ReInvented Goods, Vyntage 
Goods, break coffee cart, Grass 
Fed Skin, Horizons Vintage, 
Villa, Buddy's Little Shop, 
Created by Allie, At300Nelson, 
Hilaman & Co., Invisible Twin 
Studio, Dunes, Bee Hill Farm, 
The SoulShine Co., Good Host, 
Bluebird Growers, Spruce, Rye 
Kitchen, Wild Muse, Scout's 
Honor Vintage, shiftd jewelry, 
Daylight Studio, yūmi mat-
cha, Sunday's Jubilee, The Fox 
Mercantile, and Carica Candle 
Company.

For more information, go to 
jenna-alexander.com/pages/
secret-garden-market.

Contributed photo
Jenna Alexander and Misty Lake, owner of Sunday Gathering Table
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Jamie Seim, MBA, CFP®, CPWA®
Managing Director – Investment O
cer
Direct: 904-273-7934
jamie.seim@wfa.com
www.pvwmg.com
818 Highway A1A North, Suite 200
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

Even seasoned investors can have doubts when navigating the financial markets,
especially during times of volatility. We are dedicated to putting your interests first with a truly
personalized approach during all kinds of market and economic conditions. We are here to:

•  Craft a plan tailored to your unique investment goals
•  Adjust your plan as your needs change with time
•  Focus on your full financial picture
•  With a wide range of services, we are ready to help you leave investment doubts behind,
    bolstered by the strength and stability of one of the largest investment firms in the country.

Call today for a free consultation of your investments.

Stephen Foody, CFP®
Managing Director – Investment O
cer
Direct: 904-273-7920
stephen.foody@wfa.com

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
©2024 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. PM-01222026-6816361.1.1

Investment and Insurance Products: • NOT FDIC Insured • NO Bank Guarantee • MAY Lose Value

GUEST COLUMN

When things seem out of control, control things you can
Written by/for Wells Fargo Advisors

During times of heightened stress, such as when 
there’s extreme market volatility, a person can quickly 
become overwhelmed and struggle to do things that 
might be considered simple or obvious. It can be helpful 
to focus on the things you can control, identify actions 
that you can take and complete those action steps.

Here are four action items for you to consider: 

1. Review your investment plan 
Before you start making changes to your investment 

portfolio, consider your goals. Are you saving for retire-
ment? Do you need to build a college fund for your 
children? Did a recent event create a need to adjust your 
plan?

If your goals have changed or if you haven’t updated 
your plan in a while, review and, if necessary, update 
your investment strategy to support reaching your goals.

2. Understand your risk tolerance 
Risk is a key principle in investing. Some invest-

ments are riskier than others, but every financial decision 
involves risk. Since risk is inescapable, the key is to 
understand your risk tolerance and manage how much 
you are taking, which should be based on your long-term 
financial goals. If your tolerance for risk has changed, 
review your strategy and make sure you are still com-
fortable with the amount of risk you’re taking.

3. Stick to your plan 
When the market gets volatile, investors often react 

emotionally and may want to pull out of the market to 
try to avoid loss. However, remember that moving or 
selling investments during a market decline will likely 
lock in losses; staying invested may allow you to benefit 
if the market comes back. Before reacting, take time to 
step back and try to respond using logic rather than emo-
tion.

4. Organize and update important documents 
Are your important documents up-to-date and acces-

sible to those who may need them? 
Create a reference list of your documents and consider 

making a digital version for easy storage and accessibil-
ity. Also ensure that your beneficiary designations for 
investment accounts, life insurance and other accounts 
are up-to-date to reflect any new circumstances such as 
marriage, birth, death or divorce. Beneficiary designa-
tions typically supersede your will or trust, so you’ll 
want to confirm that they are current and accurate. 

This firm does not provide legal or tax advice. Be sure to 
consult with your tax and legal advisers before taking 
any action that could have tax consequences. Any estate 
plan should be reviewed by an attorney who specializes 
in estate planning and is licensed to practice law in your 
state.
This article was written by/for Wells Fargo Advisors and 
provided courtesy of Ponte Vedra Wealth Management 
Group in Ponte Vedra Beach at 904-273-7918.
Investment and Insurance Products are:
• Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Government 
Agency
• Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guaranteed by, 
the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate
• Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possible Loss of 
the Principal Amount Invested
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo 
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. 
PM-06272025-6182382.1.1
©2025 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC.
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Personalized financial advice 
to help achieve your goals

Chris Thompson

Call/Text: 904.944.6042
O�ce: 904.380.2290 | Fax: 904.380.2323
818 A1A North, Suite 301, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993 

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®

Ameriprise Financial cannot guarantee future �nancial results. 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2024 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

Private Wealth Advisor
Managing Director FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS

Vedra
Ponte Premier

Dental

Dr. Kevin neal  |  Dr. Michael Winter
Dr. Andy Maples  |  Dr. Brian Maples

100 Professional Dr.  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(904) 285-8407  |  www.pvpdental.com

Experience the good a simple smile can do.

Pass along a tradition of giving to your children

By Chris Thompson

As an adviser, I often receive ques-
tions from my clients who want to help 
pass along a tradition of giving. If you’re 
looking to impart financial values to your 
children, here are some ideas on how you 
can open their eyes to the gift of giving.

Talk about why you give. Help your 
child understand the importance of giving 
to others in need. Talk early and often 
about why sharing your knowledge, 
abilities, possessions or wealth matters to 

you. Instilling a culture of giving in your 
family is a process, not a one-time event. 
Remember to embrace the joy of giv-
ing, doing your best not to make giving 
back feel like a homework assignment or 
chore. 

Find causes your child cares about. 
Your child is more likely to develop 
a habit of giving back when he or she 
is passionate about the cause. Start by 
brainstorming the possibilities of who 
your child can help, such as their class-
mates, animals, the environment or 
individuals experiencing hunger — and 
encourage them to think about ways they 
can be of assistance. Do they love to 
bake or meet new people? Do they enjoy 
music or caring for animals? Next, help 
your child choose one or two charities 
whose missions reflect their interests. 
Involve older children in the search and 
vetting process, teaching them how to 
have confidence that a charity is doing its 
best to help the cause. 

Give and volunteer together. When 
your children see you volunteering your 
time, talent and treasure, they see your 
values at work. Find ways to involve 
your children in your own giving. With 
the holiday season in full swing, consider 
volunteering or purchasing gifts for an-
other family together. Your children will 
learn first-hand how rewarding giving to 

others can feel, and you’ll have the bonus 
of creating family memories to cherish, 
too.

Encourage disciplined saving. Kids 
need to learn how to manage their own 
money in order to become responsible 
givers as they grow older. When your 
children get an allowance, or otherwise 
receive money, they can practice making 
responsible choices. Introduce the idea of 
“save, share and spend” — setting aside 
a portion of their money for the future, a 
portion to help others and a portion for 
fun spending.

Create a family foundation. Consider 
establishing a foundation to fund causes 
you care about. Formalizing your giving 
in this way can create ongoing opportuni-
ties for you and your children to make a 
lasting impact on the community. Talk to 
your financial adviser for advice regard-
ing establishing a foundation and leaving 
a legacy of service to the next generation.

Chris Thompson, CFP ®, CRPC ®, CMFA ® is a 
Private Wealth Advisor and Managing Di-
rector with Ameriprise Financial Services, 
LLC. in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida.  He 
specializes in fee-based financial plan-
ning and asset management strategies 
and has been in practice for 31 years.  To 
contact him, www.ameripriseadvisors.
com/chris.thompson, 904-380-2290, 818 

A1A Hwy N, Suite 301, Ponte Vedra Beach 
FL
Certified Financial Planner Board of 
Standards, Inc. (CFP Board) owns the CFP® 
certification mark, the CERTIFIED FINAN-
CIAL PLANNER™ certification mark, and 
the CFP® certification mark (with plaque 
design) logo in the United States, which it 
authorizes use of by individuals who suc-
cessfully complete CFP Board’s initial and 
ongoing certification requirements.
The Certified Military Financial Advisors 
program is not affiliated or endorsed 
by the U.S. Department of Defense, or 
any other federal or state government 
program. For the most current rules, 
regulations and laws regarding benefits 
offered through the federal government 
or Department of Defense, please consult 
with their websites or contact the appro-
priate offices directly.
Investment products are not insured by 
the FDIC, NCUA or any federal agency, 
are not deposits or obligations of, or 
guaranteed by any financial institution, 
and involve investment risks including 
possible loss of principal and fluctuation 
in value.
Securities offered by Ameriprise Financial 
Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2023 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All 
rights reserved.
File #6112160 (Approved until 
11/30/2025)   

GUEST COLUMN

Although comprehending the basics of investing is easy, developing 
a strong understanding of the terminology that is part of success-
ful investing can take some time, particularly for novice investors. 
Here's a look at some vocabulary that new investors should know.
• Appreciation: The increase in value of a financial asset.
• Asset: Anything that has economic value. This can be cash, bonds, 
stocks, or real estate. 
• Asset allocation: As there are many different types of assets, 
investors often spread their investment money among the different 
classes. This helps balance levels of risk and return as part of indi-
vidual investment plans.
• Bear/bull market: A bear market is a period of falling asset prices. 

A bull market is when prices are moving in an upward trend.
• Bond: A debt security that an issuer sells to investors in return for 
a variable or fixed rate over a period of time. Although bonds pay 
interest to the investor, the amount of money that is invested often 
can be locked and inaccessible until the end of the bond period. 
• Commodities: These are raw materials like metals, energy or 
agriculture.
• Diversification: Diversification involves investing across a num-
ber of asset classes. By diversifying, an investor can generally reduce 
overall risk while yielding similar or higher returns.
• Dividend: The portion of a company 's profit that it pays out to 
those who own shares of the company 's stock.
• Maturity: The date when the bond issuer pays the last principal 
and interest amount to the investor.

• Index: An index measures the performance of a group of assets. A 
well known index is the S&P 500.
• Interest: A fee the borrower pays to a lender in exchange for the 
use of money. Investors also earn interest when they deposit money 
in an interest-bearing account.
• Portfolio: The assets owned by an investor or fund.
• Principal: An original sum of money invested or lent.
• Return: This is the profit or loss of an investment over a period 
of time. Many investors consider return histories to determine if an 
investment is safe, too risky or not risky enough.
• Stock: A share in ownership of a public or private company.
Investing can be profitable when investors learn the vocabulary 
so they can better navigate their options and communicate more 
effectively with financial advisors.  

Notable terms every investor should know

mailto:chris.thompson@ampf.com
http://www.pvpdental.com
http://www.ameripriseadvisors
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Investing involves risk.
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (MLPF&S) is a registered broker-dealer, registered investment adviser, and Member SIPC. MLPF&S is a wholly owned subsidiary of Bank of America Corporation.
© 2025 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. MAP7419004 | AD-03-25-0160.C | 472949PM-0125 | 03/2025

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management 
brandon.sugg@ml.com 
904.273.3831 

With Merrill, the bull always 
has your back
Our experience and insights will help you build a 
financial future tailored to your personal goals.

Brandon Sugg 
Financial Advisor 

What would you like the power to do?®

mailto:brandon.sugg@ml.com
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Focus on Life. 

Trust Us to Handle the Rest.

904.280.3700

ullmannwealthpartners.com

1540 The Greens Way

Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

The best part of working towards your financial future is 

enjoying the life that will get you there. By having clearly 

defined goals, a written plan, and our comprehensive 

expertise, you can focus on enjoying life and rest assured that 

your success is our top priority.

Since 2002, we’ve helped affluent individuals and families 

define and reach their goals through a careful process marked 

by listening, planning, guidance and discipline.

Code Coast Consulting acquires fifth Code Ninjas location
Code Coast Consulting has announced the acquisition 

of Code Ninjas St. Johns, officially bringing together all 
five Code Ninjas locations in Northeast Florida under a 
single ownership group. This expansion includes exist-
ing locations in Fleming Island, Ponte Vedra, World Golf 
and Baymeadows, further enhancing access, flexibility 
and innovation for local families.

Code Ninjas, the world’s largest and fastest-growing 
coding franchise for kids, provides a fun and engaging 
environment where children ages 5-17 learn to code by 
building their own video games, programming robots 

and developing problem-solving skills. With expert “sen-
seis,” cutting-edge technology and hands-on learning, 
Code Ninjas prepares the next generation for success in a 
digital world.

With this acquisition, active Create and JR members 
can now attend any of the five locations, and camps are 
now fully transferable, providing even more convenience 
for families across the region.

“We are very excited to bring together all five loca-
tions in Northeast Florida and provide families more 
flexibility, more convenience and more cool technology 

for their ninjas to learn, have fun and make an impact,” 
said Ryan Clark, founder of Code Coast Consulting.

Code Coast Consulting specializes in technology-
driven solutions, strategic innovation and educational 
program development. With a mission to foster digital 
literacy, innovation and leadership, the firm partners 
with organizations like Code Ninjas to empower future 
generations through STEM education and mentorship.

For more information about Code Ninjas or Code 
Coast Consulting, contact Clark at ryan.clark@codenin-
jas.com.

Contributed photos
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131 1st Ave N 102 
Jacksonville Beach

904-372-0537 

ConneCting Food & Culture

(pronounced wah-hah-kah)

www.theoaxacaclub.com

All Day Happy Hour!

Monday - Thursday

11am - 6pm

Dia Feliz!

theoaxacaclub.com

• New Pools /  

   Spa Construction

• Remarcite

• Patios

Cell: 904.235.7572 | floridaiconicpools@gmail.com
CPC#1460533 www.facebook.com/FloridaIconicPools

Florida Iconic Pools LLC
Specializing in New Construction 

Send your arts news to 
news@pontevedrarecorder.com In the Arts 

www.PonteVedraRecorder.comTHURSDAY, APRIL 3, 2025 • PAGE 39

Alliage Saxophone Quintett to perform
Beaches Fine Arts Series will 

bring the Alliage Saxophone Quin-
tett to its free series, with an art 
exhibit at the reception following 
the concert featuring works by Cole 
Cartier, as the grand finale of the 
52nd season of concerts.

The event will be held at 4 p.m. 
Sunday, April 6, at St. Paul’s by-the-
Sea Episcopal Church, Jacksonville 
Beach. Doors open at 3:15 pm and 
seating is first come-first served. 
Admission is free.

“Alliage” is the most charming al-
loy of four saxophones and a piano. 
Unique to this ensemble, which has 
been awarded two Echo-Klassik 
prizes, is that the illusion of a large 
orchestra becomes reality. The me-
lodic and expressive-sounding saxo-
phones combine with the orchestral 
fullness of a piano to create a listen-

ing experience of the highest quality.
The quintet was founded by Daniel 

Gauthier, the ensemble‘s leader and 
soprano. He is joined by three of today’s 
best soloists on saxophone: Miguel Valles 
Mateu, alto; Simon Hamrath, tenor; and 
Sebastian Pottmeier, baritone.

The quintet is completed by the Korean 
pianist Jang Eun Bae, an experienced and 
well-versed chamber musician.

Alliage’s core repertoire consists of 
well-known masterpieces of all epochs, 
cleverly arranged for the ensemble with 
exceptional sensitivity. Current programs 
include, e.g., Vivaldi’s Four Seasons, 
Mendelssohn’sA Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, Rimski-Korsakov’s Schehe-
razade, Carmen by Bizet and Gershwin’s 
Porgy and Bess.

The ensemble has released seven CDs. 
Its first, “Una voce poco fa,” received the 
renowned ECHO Klassik award in 2005.

Inspired by the baroque, Visual art-
ist Cole Cartier paints scenes that pay 
homage to the working class. Common 
themes are speed, drama and vulnerabil-
ity.

The post-concert reception will 
be hosted by the Jacksonville Beach 
Woman’s Club.

Contributed photo
The Alliage Saxophone Quintett will perform a free concert on Sunday, April 6.

An artwork by Cole Cartier.

Focus on nature 
photography 
during Florida’s 
Photo Fest

Florida’s Photo Fest will offer more 
than 100 photography events at loca-
tions throughout St. Augustine, Ponte 
Vedra & The Beaches from April 23 
to 27.

The event is an opportunity to learn 
from professional photographers and 
nature educators. Sessions cover the 
spectrum of abilities, from begin-
ners who use iPhones to advanced 
photographers with top-of-the-line 
equipment to everyone in between. 
Classroom and outdoor sessions are 
used to teach technique, strategy, 
equipment selection, wildlife identifi-
cation, processing and more.

Its headquarters are at the St. Jude 
Celebration Hall on Anastasia Island. 
With plenty of free parking and 
comfortable accommodations, the 
meeting facility is the perfect location 
for educational workshops. Class-

PHOTO FEST  continues on Page 41
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Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery

Butterfield Gallery features new exhibit
Butterfield Garage Art Gallery will 

present new work from Nancy Hamlin-
Vogler, its April 2025 featured artist. Her 
new exhibit, “Time Out of Time,” opens 
on the First Friday Artwalk, 5-9 p.m. 
April 4. Hamlin-Vogler will be present to 
discuss her new work. 

In new paintings on paper, Hamlin-
Vogler explores a playful interpretation 
of the contemporary still life genre. 
Choosing from an array of jars, bottles, 
cups, shells and ephemera, she allows the 
objects to dance or disappear through the 
painted surface.

“After an extensive studio reorgani-
zation, I was reintroduced to a gang of 

work over the past five decades, along 
with the memories of creating these 
drawings, paintings and serigraphs,” she 
said. “This triggered my incessant inter-
est about the nature of time and became 
a logical segue to express my signature 
gestural/abstract style using cutout, silk-
screened and painted papers.”

A diverse two-dimensional artist, 
Hamlin-Vogler’s favorite materials 
include drawing implements, acrylic 
and oil paints, charcoal, pastels, pasted 
rice paper and cut/torn silkscreened 
paper elements. She is inspired by the 
landscape, ephemera and nature in her 
own backyard, adding fortuitous discov-

eries, worldwide travels and studies in 
Buddhism thrown into the mix of life’s 
mysteries.

Her work has been included in juried 
art shows and invitational exhibitions, 
especially at the St. Augustine Art Asso-
ciation, in which she has won numerous 
awards.

Most recently, she received an individ-
ual Art Ventures grant from the Commu-
nity Foundation for Northeast Florida, to 
work on a series titled “Backyard Studio 
Kitchen.” She is represented by Arts on 
Douglas in New Smyrna Beach and is a 
current and founding member of Butter-
field Garage Art Gallery.

After finishing graduate school with an 
M.A. in French literature, Hamlin-Vogler 
developed an infatuation with the silk-
screen printing process, designed a line 
of colorful greeting cards and established 
Eastern Sun Printworks. Forty years 
later, now printed digitally, her iconic 
card images, featuring suns and moons 
on blended background mindscapes are 
still sought after by card aficionados.  

For further information, go to nancy-
hamlinvogler.com.

Butterfield Garage Art Gallery is lo-
cated at 137 King St., St. Augustine. The 
website is butterfieldgarage.com.

Contributed photos
Nancy Hamlin-Vogler in her studio        

“Players in the Game,” acrylic, painted and silkscreened cut-
outs, 32-by-24 inches  

“The Game of Time,” acrylic, painted and silkscreened cut-
outs, 32-by-24 inches   

http://www.palmcasual.com
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SEASON SCHEDULE

My Fair Lady 
MAY 15 – JUNE 22  

Roald Dahl’s 
Charlie and the  

Chocolate Factory 
JUNE 26 – AUGUST 17  

Come From Away  
AUGUST 28 – OCT. 5  

The Mystery of  
Edwin Drood  

OCT. 9 – NOV. 16

Elf The Musical  
NOV. 20 - DEC. 24

G ET  YO U R  A L H A M B R A  T I C K ETS  TO D AY !
feb. 20 – march 30on stage april 3 — may 11

P R E S E NT I N G
S P O N S O R

room seminars cover a variety of topics, 
including creative processes, Photoshop 
and Lightroom, composition, printing 
and flash techniques.

The natural beauty of this area is an 
integral part of the festival’s on-location 
workshops. Notable locations include 
Frank Butler Park East, Marineland 
Rock Beach, St. Augustine Lighthouse 
& Maritime Museum, GTM Research 
Reserve and Matanzas Inlet. Hands-on 
education takes place on birding and 
nature tours, boating trips and walk-
ing tours led by local operators. The 
festival offers workshops focused on 
photographing birds of prey, birds in 
flight, horses on the beach, historic 
architecture, landscapes, portraits, macro 
photography and light painting. 

Florida’s Photo Fest will feature two 
keynote speakers.

Joe Brady is presenting the opening 
keynote, “Make Better Landscape Pho-
tographs,” at the St. Augustine Alligator 
Farm Zoological Park. The talk focuses 
on the power of light, color and compo-

sition to create impactful images.
The keynote reception features Lisa 

Langell and “The Art of Connection 
— Building Emotional Depth Through 
Photography.” In this engaging and im-

mersive session, she will explore how 
storytelling, composition, light, subject, 
atmosphere and perspective can trans-
form an ordinary shot into a profound 
experience.

For further information or to purchase 
tickets, go to floridashistoriccoast.com/
events/floridas-birding-photo-fest.

Photo Fest
Continued from 39

St. Augustine PoetFest set for April 10-12
St. Johns County is preparing to cel-

ebrate the power of words with the 4th 
Annual St. Augustine PoetFest, set for 
April 10-12. This three-day event, pre-
sented by the St. Johns Cultural Council, 
Flagler College and Ancient City Poets, 
brings together poets, writers and litera-
ture lovers for a weekend of workshops, 
performances and discussions on the im-
portance of poetry in culture and history.

At the helm of the festival is Chris 
Bodor, Florida Beat Poet Laureate and 
longtime Flagler College groundskeeper. 
While Bodor spends his days tending 
to the college’s historic landscape, he is 
equally dedicated to cultivating the liter-
ary arts in St. Johns County.

Festival highlights: 

Day One
PoetFest kicks off on Thursday, April 

10, at The Waterworks (184 San Marco 
Ave.) from 6 to 9 p.m., featuring a Beat 
Poet Summit and an open mic session, 
where local and visiting poets can take 
the stage.

Day Two
On Friday, April 11, Flagler College’s 

Ringhaver Student Center (50 Sevilla 
St.) hosts a full day of poetry workshops, 
panel discussions and a book bazaar from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. That evening, the Flagler 
College English Department will present 
an open mic night at Relampago Coffee 
Lab (74 Spanish St.) from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m.

A special highlight of the day is the 

“Dolly Parton Poetry Workshop” with 
Dustin Brookshire, held from 1 to 2:20 
p.m. in the Virginia Room. This work-
shop celebrates Parton's lyrical storytell-
ing and explores how her songwriting 
inspires poetry and creative writing.

Day Three
The festival continues on Saturday, 

April 12, with poetry panels, scheduled 
readings and book signings at Flagler 
College from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

One of the festival’s signature events, 
the Haiku Contest winner announcement, 
will also take place on Saturday, April 12, 
celebrating the art of concise and expres-
sive poetry by recognizing the top sub-
missions. The festival will conclude with 

a closing reception, where attendees can 
celebrate the contest winners and connect 
with fellow poetry enthusiasts.

Bodor founded Ancient City Poets, 
a group with roots in New York City’s 
thriving poetry scene, where he once 
hosted open mic nights before relocat-
ing to St. Augustine. Since then, he has 
worked to make poetry a visible and 
accessible part of life in St. Johns County, 
proving that the literary arts can flour-
ish anywhere — from the neon lights of 
Manhattan to the historic charm of the 
Nation’s Oldest City.

“Poetry is everywhere — on city 
streets, in small towns and in the air we 
breathe,” Bodor said. “I simply want to 
give opportunities to others, because I 
would be nowhere if opportunities were 
not given to me. Poetry is alive in St. 
Johns County. Under the umbrella of 
National Poetry Month, we can share 
that passion and excitement every April, 
by welcoming locals as well as traveling 
poets and poetry lovers.”

PoetFest is free, open to the public and 
welcomes seasoned poets, emerging writ-
ers and anyone interested in the literary 
arts. The festival offers an opportunity 
to engage with accomplished poets, dis-
cover new voices and learn more about 
the significance of poetry in culture and 
history.

Volunteer opportunities are available 
at https://linktr.ee/stapoetfest. For more 
information, go to ancientcitypoets.org/
st-augustine-poetfest.

Photo by Shelley Jaffe
Five beat poet laureates at 2024 PoetFest, from left, Chris Vannoy, George Wallace, Ron White-
head, Larry Jaffe and Chris Bodor. 

https://linktr.ee/stapoetfest
alhambrajax.com
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Village Arts Framing and Gallery marks 50th anniversary

Village Arts Framing & Gallery is planning its 50th 
Anniversary Celebration Open House, to be held 1-4 
p.m. Saturday, April 12, at its Ponte Vedra Beach loca-
tion in Sawgrass Village located between Chico's and 
The Hilton Garden Inn.

This milestone event honors five decades of dedication 
to fine art and expert framing and invites the community 
to join the celebration.

Founded in 1975, Village Arts has become a corner-
stone of the local arts scene, known for its exceptional 
custom framing services and thoughtfully curated gal-
lery. Owner Pamela Keegan and Gallery Manager Lisa 
Cederberg have made it their mission to preserve and 
showcase artwork with the highest level of care and pro-
fessionalism. Using only archival-quality materials, they 
ensure every piece — from family heirlooms to contem-
porary masterpieces — is framed to last a lifetime.

The gallery represents 15 award-winning local artists, 
working in oil, watercolor, pastel and acrylic. Their di-

verse and vibrant works reflect the beauty, creativity and 
spirit of the region.

During the open house, guests will have the opportu-
nity to meet some of these talented artists, explore their 
work and learn more about their creative processes. 
The gallery represents Eve Albrecht, Aurora Ave, Lisa 
Cederberg, Jami Childers, Jeffrey Desautels, Sandra 
Fitzsimmons, Carol Grice, Pamela Keegan, Lorraine 
Millspaugh, Tom Nagata, Rick Petersen, Karen F. Rose, 
Mary O. Smith, Missy Vanover and Cindy Zeigler.

This month’s featured artist is Tom Nagata. See his art 
as well as more than 150 works by the gallery’s artists. 
During the event the gallery invites visitors to enter a 

free drawing for an oil painting by artist Cindy Zeigler. 
Art enthusiasts, longtime patrons and new friends alike 
are encouraged to stop by, meet the artists and experi-
ence the warmth and creativity that have made Village 
Arts a beloved local institution.

For more information about the galley, go to vil-
lageartspvb.com. The gallery can also be found on Face-
book and on Instagram at pamela.keegan.12. The phone 
number is 904-273-4925.

Contributed photos
Village Arts Framing and Gallery Owner Pamela Keegan 
and Gallery Manager Lisa Cederberg prepare for the 50th 
Anniversary Celebration.

April Artist of the month Tom Nagata’s acrylic painting, “Great 
White Heron”

Enter the drawing for Cindy Zeigler’s “Sunflowers” oil 
painting.

Jacksonville author releases eighth book
If you are looking for a fun, comical 

read this spring, “Keeping up With Ca-
mille” by local author Benjamin Walker 
might be just what you are looking for.

Departing from his penchant for his-
torical fiction, Walker decided to write a 
contemporary novel set in France.

The story revolves around Hill Bentley 
(Binky) Pinkerton, a little-known Ameri-
can academic author who is visiting Paris 
to add the finishing touches to a biogra-
phy about Gustave Flaubert. While there, 
he encounters a lovely young French 
woman, Camille, who has an affinity for 
fast cars. Though suspicious of her inten-
tions since he is decades older than she is, 
he agrees to accompany her to an auction 
of exotic sports cars.

From there an unlikely whirlwind 
romance and romp around France begins 
where they encounter many wonderful 
and hilarious characters. At the same 
time, Binky is relentlessly pursued by 
another woman his own age who wants 
to marry him while Camille is pursued 
by younger men. Will their relationship 
survive?

Walker writes characters in such a way 
that you can visualize them easily and 
you feel as if you are experiencing their 
adventures and mishaps with them. Read-
ers will laugh out loud at the audacity 

of many of 
them or fall 
in love with 
the naivety of 
others.

The 
story takes 
the reader on 
trips to various 
locations in 
France. 

“It's more 
like a tourist-
eye view of 
France than 
my previous 
novel, ‘When 

the Old World Was New,’ because my 
main character is not familiar with the 
country,” said Walker.

Walker said it took him about nine 
months to write “Keeping up With 
Camille.” This book is different from 
his others because there wasn’t as much 
research needed, and he didn’t spend time 
creating an outline beforehand. He started 
with the chance encounter of a May/De-
cember romance and just ran with it. 

“I actually think it turned out to be 
a better constructed book than most of 
my previous novels,” said Walker. “But 
I don't know, I have to leave that up to 

others to judge how well put together it 
is. I just wrote as things came to me and 
I tried to keep it within the limits of the 
main characters and the main story. There 
aren’t a lot of digressions.”

The book has a great deal of French in 
it, but the response from the other charac-
ters usually makes it easy to understand 
— and if not, readers might learn a little 
French in the process.

“Keeping up With Camille” is available 
on Amazon.com.

Walker is also the author of seven other 
novels including “Sentimental Music,” 
“Winds of the South,” “An Island in 
the South,” “Return of the Native Son,” 
“Children at the Gate,” “Kremlin-by-
the-Sea” and “When the Old World Was 
New.”

Walker, who lives in Jacksonville, is a 
graduate of the University of the South in 
Sewanee, Tennessee, as well as San Fran-
cisco State University, where he received 
an M.A. degree in creative writing. 

Walker has a book signing lined up at 
the Book Loft in Fernandina on April 12 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Future book signings will be posted on 
his website, www.jaminpress.com. 

For more information contact: Ben-
jamin Walker at Benjaminpwalker@
bellsouth.net.

Contributed photo
Author Benjamin Walker 
with his latest novel

http://www.jaminpress.com
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Sports
www.PonteVedraRecorder.com

Send your sports news to 
news@pontevedrarecorder.com 

For LIVE Sports and updates,
follow our Twitter, @PVR_sports

By Anthony Richards

The Nease Panthers earned a huge softball victory 
over the rival Ponte Vedra Sharks on the road and did 
so in dominant fashion as the offense came alive from 
the very first pitch of the contest en route to a 14-4 win 
in six innings on April 1.

It did not take long for the Panthers (6-7) to establish 
an early lead thanks to a five-run first inning before 
sophomore Sydney Davis even took to the circle for 
the Panthers in the bottom of the first.

Davis then did her part to preserve the big lead 
by controlling the game not only as a pitcher, as she 
finished pitching all six innings and allowed three runs 
and scattered six hits, while striking out six as well.

She was also one of two Panther batters that went 
three-for-four at the plate, joined as well by senior Ari-
ona Navarro.

Two of Davis’ three hits were doubles, as she helped 
her own cause in the circle, which is something she has 
done often throughout the season as a dynamic two-
way player.

In total, six Nease players had more than one hit 

on the night, including Scarlette Kennedy, Alanna 
Doherty, Casey Eliason and Sophia Matt, who each 
had two hits apiece.

The Panthers added two runs in the top of the second 

inning with some clutch two-out hits and had an 8-0 
advantage after just two trips to the plate.

Sophomore Abby Shin got the Sharks on the score-
board with a two-run triple that she hit sharply on a 
line before it bounced over the centerfielder’s head, 
allowing her to reach third.

The Sharks (9-4) added a couple of more runs in the 
coming innings, but it was not enough to mount any 
sort of a real comeback.

The Sharks outfield produced a pair of highlight-
reel plays as sophomore Addison Siebenaler made a 
sprawling catch on a full sprint to her right to rob an 
extra-base hit in center field, while freshman Carley 
Clarkson followed it up by throwing a frozen rope 
from left field to throw out a runner at home plate one 
inning later. 

However, it proved to be an inconsistent game for 
the Sharks defensively, as they also committed five 
errors on the night, which helped fuel the Panthers’ 
success, especially early.

Consistency fielding is something the Sharks will 
look to sharpen up heading into the remaining weeks 
of the regular season.

Panthers’ bats pop early, often against Sharks
Sydney Davis hammers one of her two doubles during the Panthers win over the Sharks on 
April 1.

Photo by Anthony Richards
Nadia Campbell shows off her speed advancing to second base.

Senior Miranda Harmon playing shortstop for the Panthers. Taylor Scribner delivers a pitch.

Emma Shin throws an infield grounder to first base.

Kristina Campbell steps into the batter’s box.

http://www.PonteVedraRecorder.com
mailto:news@pontevedrarecorder.com
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(904) 370-1300
www.HondaOfTheAvenues.com

*Restrictions apply. See store for details.

FREE Tire Rotation & Car Wash with purchase of  
Full Synthetic Oil Change + $50 OFF any service!*

Ladies Day Every Wednesday! HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 1 - 4 PM!
15% OFF ANY SERVICE!*

Spring
into a new

Honda!

MONDAY MADNESS*ALL DAY.
EVERY MONDAY.

SPEND <$100 GET $15 OFF • $100-299 GET $40 OFF • $300+ GET $75 OFF

we make it
easy!

Sporting JAX announces multi-year partnership with adidas
Sporting Club Jacksonville, the United 

Soccer League’s Northeast Florida ex-
pansion franchise, has announced a land-
mark multi-year partnership with global 
sportswear giant, adidas, as the official 
kit provider for all professional and youth 
soccer teams within the club.

Beginning in May, more than 10,000 
players from the Sporting JAX Soccer 
Academy will be the first to wear adidas’ 
iconic three-stripe design in a custom 
inaugural uniform.

The partnership will also extend to the 
club’s pre-professional USL W League 
and USL League Two teams, which will 
debut the new kit when they take the 
pitch in May and June.

Additionally, this collaboration will 
culminate with the much-anticipated 
Sporting JAX professional men’s 

USL Championship and the upcoming 
women’s USL Super League squads. This 
August, the women’s team will kick off 
their inaugural season at UNF’s Hodges 
Stadium in their custom kits designed by 
adidas.

As part of this collaboration, adidas 
will supply a full range of match kits, 
training kits, coach wear and an extensive 
selection of fanwear to give supporters 
access to premium gear that represents 
the club’s ambitious vision. Additional 
fan merchandise will launch in the com-
ing months.

“We are thrilled to partner with adidas, 
the world’s premier soccer apparel 
brand,” said Sporting JAX President and 
CEO Steve Livingstone. “This partner-
ship is a defining milestone for our club 
and ensures that every player, from our 

academy prospects to our professional 
athletes, has access to premium gear 
designed for peak performance. Wearing 
the same kit as their sports heroes will 
also inspire young athletes to chase their 
dreams, knowing they are part of some-
thing truly special.”

“We are honored to partner with Sport-
ing JAX and are excited to support their 
vision for the growth of soccer on the 
First Coast at all levels of the game,” 
said adidas Soccer Sales Director Steven 
Noble. “We are committed to provid-
ing all Sporting JAX players and future 
partners with the latest technology and 
highest quality performance wear to help 
them perform at their very best.”

This collaboration supports Sporting 
JAX's continued commitment to provid-
ing elite resources for players of all abili-

ties, from the academy to the profession-
al ranks. It also marks a significant step 
in the club’s mission to elevate soccer in 
Northeast Florida and cultivate the next 
generation of talent.

Following the club’s recent appoint-
ment of Mark Warburton as its new 
sporting director/head of soccer, the new 
partnership with adidas reinforces Sport-
ing JAX’s rapid growth and commitment 
to lifting every voice and building a 
legacy of excellence both on and off the 
field. 

Season tickets for the USL Super 
League inaugural season are on sale now 
at www.sportingjax.com/tickets or call 
904-863-KICK. For the latest Sporting 
JAX news and club updates, follow @
Sporting_JAX across all social media 
channels.

By Anthony Richards
The Ponte Vedra High lacrosse teams 

will both celebrate senior night as part of 
doubleheader of games on Friday, April 
4.

The night will start with the boys squad 
facing off against Gainesville Oak Hall 
(13-1), who is ranked 12th in the state 
across all classes according to MaxPreps.

It will be a massive battle to end the 
regular season and a primer for the play-
offs as the Sharks (12-3) enter the contest 
ranked No. 4 overall in the state and No. 
12 nationally.

There are only four teams currently 
ranked higher than the Sharks nationally 
and this ranking could climb one more 
time before the postseason gets under-
way.

The Sharks’ girls lacrosse team will 
follow the boys contest and continue the 
senior night festivities as they wrap up 
against the rival Nease High Panthers at 
7:30 p.m.

The matchup against the Panthers will 
not only end the regular season but it will 
also mark the end of a busy week against 

some high-powered opponents, as the 
Sharks (8-3) defeated the No. 2 in the 
state Orlando Lake Highland Prep 12-11 
in a double overtime classic in the Shark 
Tank on March 31 and then faced No. 11 
ranked Bartram Trail on April 2, which 
had not concluded at press time for a final 
result.

Facing tough opponents is something 
that has become the norm for the Sharks 
lacrosse programs over the years as in 
many ways the schedule is meant to 
challenge them against some of the best 
teams not only in the state but the across 
the country in hopes to achieving the 
lofty goals of winning a state title, which 
has become more than an expectation for 
the Sharks.

However, no matter how lofty the goals 
are, the mindset this Friday will not only 
be to win but to honor the seniors on each 
squad that have put the effort over the 
years to continue that tradition of success.

The playoffs are right around the cor-
ner, but first all attention will be on the 
senior class and making sure they have a 
night to remember forever.

Sharks lacrosse set for double dose of senior night

Photo by Anthony Richards
The Ponte Vedra High boys and girls lacrosse teams are both celebrating senior night on 
Friday, April 4 at the Shark Tank.

http://www.HondaOfTheAvenues.com
http://www.sportingjax.com/tickets
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True Love Was Born In A Stable!
Visit our friendly and unique house  

of worship to see its charm.
Sundays at 9:45 am.

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
904-285-5347 | LordofLifePVB.org

Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church

CALL NOW
866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 3/30/25.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

All Line Ads are 4 lines, 
20 to 25 Characters Per Line. 

*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

CLASSIFIED RATES 2025
Message to Advertisers:
All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 

of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #CALL THE RECORDER OFFICE
904-285-8831

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

 Home 
Improvement

Don't Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by our ser-
vice and if we can't fix it, we'll replace 
it!  Pick the plan that fits your budget!  
Call: 1-888-521-2793

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home's value! 
Call 24/7:  1-866-782-4060. Have 
zip code of service location ready 
when you call!

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 
other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 1-877-644-9799 Have zip 
code of property ready when calling!

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  Call 
1-888-967-1158 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

Home 
Improvement

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 1-855-315-1952

Miscellaneous

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.  
Your donation helps fund the search 
for missing children.  Accepting 
Cars, Trucks and Vans.  Fast Free 
Pickup – Running or Not - Tax Dona-
tion – Call 888-815-4341

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 866-472-
8591.

Wanted to Buy

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, 
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote:  1-888-280-
1115

We Buy Vintage Guitars! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D'Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-866-307-
5421

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR ST. 
JOHNS COUNTY,
FLORIDA PROBATE DIVISION
File No. CP25-0223
Division 59 
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
FRANCES J. FOLEY, 
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of FRAN-
CES J. FOLEY, deceased, whose date of 
death was January 11, 2025, is pending 
in the Circuit Court for St. Johns County, 
Florida, Probate Division, the address of 
which is 4010 Lewis Speedway, St. Augus-
tine, FL 32084. The names and addresses 
of the personal representative and the 
personal representative’s attorney are set 
forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands against 
decedent’s estate on whom a copy of 
this notice is required to be served must 
file their claims with this court ON OR 
BEFORE THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A 
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
The personal representative has no duty 
to discover whether any property held at 
the time of the decedent’s death by the de-
cedent or the decedent’s surviving spouse 
is property to which the Florida Uniform 
Disposition of Community Property Rights 
at Death Act as described in ss. 732.216-
732.228, Florida Statutes, applies, or may 
apply, unless a written demand is made by 
a creditor as specified under s. 732.2211, 
Florida Statutes.
All other creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate must file their 
claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLI-
CATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA 
STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE 
FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM 
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE 
AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this notice 
is April 3, 2025.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/ James E. Bedsole
JAMES E. BEDSOLE, ESQ.
FL. Bar No.: 500194
2450 Old Moultrie Road, Ste. 104
St. Augustine, FL 32086
Tel: (904) 797-8701
service@bedsolelaw.com
Personal Representative:
/s/ Colm G. Foley
COLM G. FOLEY
2108 West Giddings Street
Chicago, Illinois 60625-1402
Legal 121155 Published 4/3/2025 and 
4/10/2025 in St. Johns County Ponte 
Vedra Recorder newspaper

Legals

Before

After

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions 
may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and 
the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, 
email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a 
DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License 
numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

1.833.370.1234
FREE ESTIMATE

LIMITED  
TIME 

OFFER!
SAVE!SAVE!

UP TO

50%
INSTALLATION

OFF

Expires 4/30/2025 MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE  when tackling your roof!

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 866-643-0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

Thinking of Advertising in the Recorder?  
For more informa�on call (904) 285-8831 to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

Estate Sale

***ESTATE SALES BY***
***FAYE & ASSOCIATES***

April 10th, 11th and 12th
9AM to 2PM

House Loaded. Awesome Art, 
Designer Pieces etc. See pictures 

and details at estatesales.net

http://www.pontevedrarecorder.com
mailto:service@bedsolelaw.com
www.ftri.org
tel:18554171306
tel:18667539521
www.lordoflifepvb.org
tel:18666430438
tel:18333701234
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Email: 

legal@PonteVedraRecorder.com
Or Call Shelli Shealy at 

904-264-3200 ext. 1106

1102 A1A North, Unit 108 • Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
pontevedrarecorder.com

PONTE VEDRA RECORDER

The Ponte Vedra Recorder 
QUALIFIES FOR ALL  

OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY  

LEGAL NOTICES

To inquire about placing an ad 
in this section,call 904-264-3200

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
877-305-1535 

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, 
FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 
1980’s. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL 
FREE 1-866-433-8277

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest 
rates are way up. Credit cards. Medical 
bills. Car loans. Do you have $10k or 
more in debt? Call National Debt Relief 
and find out how to pay off your debt for 
significantly less than what you owe! 
Free quote: Call 1-844-955-4930

We buy houses for cash as is! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer & 
get paid. Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-844-877-5833

Don't let the stairs limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal solution for anyone 
who struggles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-833-399-3595

MobileHelp America's premier mobile 
medical alert system. Whether you're 
home or away. For safety & peace of 
mind. No long term contracts! Free 
brochure! Call 1-888-489-3936

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, waving all 
installation costs! (Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by dealer. 
Offer ends 6/30/25.) 1-844-501-320

Home break-ins take less than 60 
seconds. Don't wait! Protect your family, 
your home, your assets now for as little 
as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

Replace your roof w/the best looking & 
longest lasting material steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install + 
Additional 10% off install (military, health 
& 1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term contract, no 
hidden fees free activation. All plans 
feature unlimited talk & text, starting at 
just $20/mo. Call 1-877-751-0866

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most 
local MLB Games! Choice Package 
$89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 
devices at once. HBO Max included for 3 
mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No 
contract or hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-866-859-0405

Water damage cleanup & restoration: 
A small amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. Our trusted 
professionals do complete repairs to 
protect your family and your home's 
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809. Have 
zip code of service location ready when 
you call!

Bath & shower updates in as little as 1 
day! Affordable prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & military 
discounts available. 1-877-543-9189

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936
 
Dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400+ procedures. Real dental 
insurance - not just a discount plan. Get 
your free Information Kit with details! 
1-855-526-1060 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ads #6258

Become a published author. We want 
to read your book! Dorrance Publishing 
trusted since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & distribution. Call 
for free author`s guide 1-877-729-4998 
or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a free 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? 
STORM DAMAGE? You need a local 
expert provider that proudly stands 
behind their work.  Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available.  Call 
1-888-878-9091 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

Reach 6 million 
homes nationwide

ACTIVITY
ATTENTION
COGNITIVE

CRASH
DANGEROUS
DISTRACTED

DRIVER
DROWSY
EATING

HIGHWAY
INJURY

MANUAL

NOISY
PASSENGER

RADIO
READING
SAFETY
SPEED

TALKING
TEXTING
VEHICLE
VISUAL

mailto:legal@PonteVedraRecorder.com
http://www.den-tal50plus.com/ads
http://www.den-tal50plus.com/ads
http://www.den-tal50plus.com/ads
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ACROSS
  1.  Narrow piece of wood
  5.  African desert
 11.  Waxy covering on birds’
 beaks
 12.  Sour
 16.  Infrequent
 17.  Former AL MVP Vaughn
 18.  Policemen wear one
 19.  Out of the question
 24.  Used to chop
 25.  Symptoms
 26.  Not moving
 27.  Folk singer DiFranco
 28.  Comedian Armisen
 29.  Quantitative fact
 30.  Incline from vertical
 31.  Scottish musician
 33.  Rooney and Kate are two
 34.  Positioned
 38.  A very short time
 39.  Tropical American shrubs
 40.  Yemen capital
 43.  Spanish municipality
 44.  Medical professionals
 45.  Fibrous material
 49.  Confined condition (abbr.)
 50.  Without covering
 51.  “Mad Men” honcho Don
 53.  Hockey position
 54.  Taste property
 56.  Fertile spots in a desert
 58.  They precede C
 59.  “Requiem for a Dream”
  actor Jared
 60.  Try a criminal case
 63.  Liberal rights organization
 64.  Spoke
 65.  Insect repellent

DOWN
  1.  Unshaven facial hair
  2.  More thin
  3.  Show up
  4.  Seethed
  5.  Ancient Greek city
  6.  Poisonous plant
  7.  Hello

  8.  College sports official
  9.  Monetary unit of Russia
 10.  Wings
 13.  Take too much of a
 substance
 14.  A citizen of Uganda
 15.  Most appealing
 20.  Atomic #18
 21.  Global investment 
 bank (abbr.)
 22.  Jewish calendar month
 23.  Popular sandwich
 27.  Swiss river
 29.  Incorrect letters
 30.  Popular entree
 31.  Foot (Latin)
 32.  A driver’s license is 
 one form
 33.  Extinct flightless bird 
 34.  Appetizer
 35.  After battles

 36.  It neutralizes alkalis
 37.  Beverage container
 38.  Partner to “Pa”
 40.  Gray American rail
 41.  Salt of acetic acid
 42.  Canadian province
 44.  Dish made with lentils
 45.  Narrative poem of 
 popular origin
 46.  For each one
 47.  Come to terms
 48.  Test
 50.  More dishonorable
 51.  Unit of loudness
 52.  The Ocean State
 54.  Monetary unit in Mexico
 55.  Lying down
 57.  Thus
 61.  Where LA is located
 62.  Western State

C RO S S WO R D

S U D O K U

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Retirement have you
stumped? Let’s solve

it together.

SERVING RETIREES FOR OVER 22 YEARS

Get a secure plan tailored to your
needs, wants and what-ifs. Contact

us today for a free consultation. 

904-425-0943 RetirementTeam.com

Retirement Planning  |  Financial Strategies

Investment Management

Materials offered by Stratton & Company provide general information on the
subjects covered. Not intended to provide specific financial, legal or tax advice.

Investment advisory services offered by duly registered individuals through
CreativeOne Wealth, LLC a Registered Investment Adviser. CreativeOne Wealth,

LLC and Stratton & Company are unaffiliated entities. Insurance and annuities
offered by duly licensed agents. We do not give legal or tax advice, you are

encouraged to consult your tax advisor or attorney. By contacting us or attending
events, you may be offered a meeting to discuss how investment and/or

insurance services may meet your retirement needs.

When should I take
Social Security?

Can I afford
to retire? What if property

taxes go up?

How long will my
money last?

What if I live
a long time?

What if the
market goes

down?

www.RetirementTeam.com
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(904) 642-5111 (904) 642-5111 
4700 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32216 | www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com

2023 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER

SALE PRICE $128,980
7,585 MILES | STOCK# PA039987

2018 CHEVROLET TAHOE

SALE PRICE $21,980
143,177 MILES | STOCK# JR134792

2022 TESLA MODEL Y

SALE PRICE $29,980
22,901 MILES | STOCK# NF329279

2018 FORD FUSION SE

SALE PRICE $12,480
105,090 MILES | STOCK# JR135981

2023 RAM 2500 BIG HORN

SALE PRICE $54,988
52 MILES | STOCK# PG537974

2023 TOYOTA CROWN XLE

SALE PRICE $34,890
20,283 MILES | STOCK# P3009778

2022 CHEVROLET CORVETTE

SALE PRICE $65,480
12,137 MILES | STOCK# N5124591

2024 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500

SALE PRICE $40,980
6,900 MILES | STOCK# RG165329

2021 CHEVROLET BLAZER

SALE PRICE $26,980
14,807 MILES | STOCK# MS538389

2015 CADILLAC ESCALADE

SALE PRICE $25,960
71,326 MILES | STOCK# FR620784

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY - READY TO DRIVE OFF THE LOT!

ALL-ELECTRIC

2025 OP T IQ
MOVE INTO EV LUXURY

5-PASSENGER ELECTRIC SUV 
SEGMENT-BEST EPA-ESTIMATED 302 MILES OF RANGE.*

*Based on GM Lux2 SUV EV Segmentation. On a full charge. Actual range may vary based on several factors, including ambient temperature, terrain, battery age and condition, 
loading, and how you use and maintain your vehicle.

http://www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com



