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The medical specialists at our UF Health East JTB Kernan facility are available for
preventive health screenings, injury and illness visits, and surgical consultations.
MRI and radiology services are also available by appointment or referral.

UF Health East
Specialty Medical Care

Now seeing patients for surgical consultations for complex ENT,
hernia, and colorectal conditions. Ask your physician for a referral,
or visit UFHealthJax.org/east to make an appointment.

Multispecialty services:

Watch a quick EEE=IH!
. Foot and Ankle + Neurosurgery id h . T "l'f..“
. Gastroenterology * Orthopaedics pleEe sholing ;jﬁ-_r #.'."
. General Surgery - Otolaryngology (Complex ENT) where we are ik ..Il‘rl_:'..'l"_al
- Gynecology « Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery Iocated. E-It: I
- Neurology + Urology

UFH 1|] - 5191 First Coast Tech Parkway
ea . Jacksonville, FL 32224

EAST


www.UFHealthJax.org/east
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24644 HARBOUR VIEW DRIVE
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL
“Serene View in the Harbour”
Marsh Landing Country Club

$2,999,900

SELLING PRICE
B34 545 || 4812SF

N—v’

1409 MOSS CREEK DRIVE
JACKSONVILLE, FL
“Luxury Waterfront Estate”
Queens Harbour Yacht & Country Club
$2,399,000

SELLING PRICE

@5 ";36

17} 5,971 SF

132 LA PASADA CIRCLE WEST

PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL
“Convenient to Everything”
Villages of Solano

$520,000

SELLING PRICE

B3 525 [ 1,536SF

T ‘?;:.

318 SOPHIA TERRACE
ST. AUGUSTINE, FL
“Charming Farmhouse”
Palencia

$950,000

SELLING PRICE
B2s 545 [ 3437SF

170 RIVER MARSH DRIVE
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL
“Walk to the Beach”
River Marsh

$2,299,000

SELLING PRICE

B34 545 | 4,187SF
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LEE SMITH
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your support.

This year, we’re excited to

To THE PLAYERS Community,

As we prepare to welcome the
world’s best golfers to TPC Sawgrass,
I want to thank you — our neighbors
— for being such an integral part
of THE PLAYERS Championship.
Each year, this tournament not only
showcases incredible competition but
also highlights the spirit of Northeast
Florida, and we couldn’t do it without

PHOTO BY THE PGA TO

coveted PLAYERS trophy. All of this will be complemented by over

20 local food vendors and fun fan zones and activities for everyone

to enjoy.

with you!
See you on 17,

feature a fantastic lineup, including Military Appreciation Day on

Tuesday with a concert from country music star Jordan Davis. Our
inaugural Creator Classic on Wednesday and Thursday will kick
off competition with 144 of the world’s best golfers vying for the

Lee Smith

Executive Director
THE PLAYERS Championship

While the excitement on the course is always a highlight, we also
remain deeply committed to making a positive impact off the course.
Since its inception in 1974, THE PLAYERS has donated over $120
million to local nonprofits, supporting education, health care and
programs that strengthen our community. We take great pride in
ensuring that THE PLAYERS leaves a lasting legacy well beyond
tournament week, and it’s all thanks to you.

We look forward to another great year and can’t wait to share it

The men, women and children who
volunteer their time during THE PLAYERS
Championship each year are an integral
part of the event's success, both during
tournament week and in THE PLAYERS'
ability to positively impact hundreds of local
charitable organizations. Volunteers support
every element of the tournament, from
tracking statistics, greeting guests, feeding
fans to keeping the grounds beautiful
throughout the week.

2025 Volunteer Leadership:

The tournament chairman and the vice-
chairmen are THE PLAYERS Championship’s
volunteer leadership team. They work
year-round with the tournament staff to
deliver THE PLAYERS Championship — in
addition to their day jobs, family duties and
other community endeavors! They are some

8 INSIDER’S TOURNAMENT GUIDE 2025

PHOTO BY BEN JARED/PGA TOUR
THE PLAYERS Championship tournament volunteer
leadership team for 2025: Vice-Chair Kevin
Copeland, Vice-Chair Laura Renstrom, First Vice-
Chair Marc Hassan, Chairman Tyler Oldenburg, Vice-
Chair Hamilton Neal and Vice-Chair Luke Pritchett.

of THE PLAYERS' biggest ambassadors in
Northeast Florida and beyond.

Tournament Chairman - Tyler Oldenburg
As tournament chairman, Tyler Oldenburg

oversees the nearly 2,000 volunteers who
support the PGA TOUR's flagship event. In
addition, he represents THE PLAYERS at
various speaking engagement opportunities
in Northeast Florida throughout the
year, educating the community on the
tournament and explaining how their
support enables THE PLAYERS to positively
impact lives in the five-county area.

Other members of the volunteer
leadership team are:

e First Vice Chairman — Marc Hassan

e Vice Chair of Player Services — Kevin
Copeland

® Vice Chair of Spectator Services — Laura
Renstrom

* Vice Chair of Facilities — Luke Pritchett

® VVice Chair of Volunteer Services —
Hamilton Neal



SHARON DENNIS — YOUR TRUSTED
NORTHEAST FLORIDA REAL ESTATE ADVISOR

With deep roots in Northeast Florida since 1985, Sharon Dennis
brings unparalleled local expertise and a results-driven approach

to the real estate market. Whether buying or selling, Sharon is
committed to delivering exceptional service with strategic, creative
marketing plans tailored to achieve the best outcomes for her clients.

As a seasoned professional, Sharon understands that real estate

is more than just a transaction—it's about trust, relationships,

and finding the perfect fit for every client. Her in-depth market
knowledge, combined with a passion for helping others, makes her
the go-to advisor for navigating the dynamic real estate landscape in
Northeast Florida.

If you're looking for a dedicated advocate who will go the extra mile
to ensure a seamless and successful experience, Sharon Dennis is the
expert you can trust. Let her guide you in the home buying process
with confidence.

OCEANFRONT LIVING IN CRESENT BEACH

1415 1ST ST. N #602, JACKSONVILLE BEACH 7790 A1A S #103, ST. AUGUSTINE
2 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 1,325 SQ FT 4 BEDS | 3 BATHS | 2,278 SQ FT

Jacksonville Beach St. Augustine Bl e—

Oceanfront

Oceanfront

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms

4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths

....

e Updated e Gated
¢ Gated e Private
® Oceania e Bella Mar
Listed for $974,000 Listed for $1,599,000

BERKSHIRE Sharon Dennis
HATHAWAY Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

HOMESERVICES Flo.rida Ne.twork Realty ﬂﬁlﬁi’?ﬂ
Sharon.Dennis@floridanetworkrealty.com R

FLORIDA NETWORK www.sharondennisrealtor.com )
REALTY 904-993-7766
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TICKETS

Tickets are mobile-only and day-specific.
They can be purchased exclusively online at
THEPLAYERS.com.

Parking is purchased separately at THEPLAYERS.
COM/parking. Parking passes are completely
digital and cannot be purchased on-site.

Youth tickets: Up to two children, ages 15 and
younger, will be admitted free with a ticketed
adult all week. All children ages 6 and older
must have a ticket in order to access hospitality
venues.

Need more information? Go to theplayers.com/
tickets/faq.

PARKING AND
TRANSPORTATION

Gate Times
Gates will open at 7:30 a.m. each day.
Parking

The General Parking Lot address is 5360 Palm
Valley Road, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Parking passes are not included with ticket
purchases. A separate parking pass is required
for each day of championship week (Tuesday
through Sunday) and must be purchased online
in advance. Purchase parking at https://www.
theplayers.com/parking.

Rideshare
Rideshares will drop off and pick up at the
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Couples Entry off ATP Boulevard, just steps from
the 15th hole.

Bike and Golf Cart Parking

THE PLAYERS offers complimentary bike and
golf cart parking just past Gate B inside TPC
Sawgrass. Fans should enter TPC Sawgrass
from the PGA Tour Boulevard entrance, by the
Sawgrass Marriott, and follow signs to golf

and bike parking. Bike and golf cart parking is
not available in the general parking lot. Bike
racks are provided free of charge, and fans are
reminded to bring their own lock to secure their
bicycles.

Cashless Experience

All payments will be digital, contactless and
cashless throughout the entire tournament
property.

Disabled Guest Services

THE PLAYERS offers shuttle services for disabled
guests throughout the tournament. Fans with a
handicap parking hang tag must still purchase

a parking pass for the general parking lot (off
County Road 210). Once parked, golf carts will
transport them to designated locations on the
course. Carts operate from gate opening until

30 minutes after play ends, following a set route
with specific pick-up and drop-off points.

Carts will run from the time gates open until 30
minutes after play ends and will only pick up and
drop off from the designated locations below.
They will not stray from the official route under
any circumstances.

e Behind 16 Green by Couples Gate and The Bier
Garden

W N LS S AL SIS
~ ' PHOTO BY CRAIG O'NEAL

e Behind 17 Tee adjacent to the Welcome
Experience and the Food Court

o Players left of 9 Fairway by Wine & Dine on 9.
e Players left of 9 Green by Past Chairman
Hospitality.

e Clubhouse area behind 3 Tee

e Players right of 16 Tee

e Players right of 15 Fairway at Taste of JAX

If disabled guests need assistance from a
location without shuttle access, they should
contact any tournament official with a radio.

Shuttles

Whether you’re a local resident or visiting
from out of town, the shuttle services provide
convenient and cost-effective transportation
options to ensure a smooth and enjoyable
experience.

Free shuttles for Nocatee and area residents.
Shuttles are first-come, first-served. Dates:
Friday, March 14; Saturday, March 15; Sunday,
March 16

Parking Locations:

e Palm Valley Academy: 700 Bobcat Lane, Ponte
Vedra Beach, FL 32081 (Friday-Sunday)

e Valley Ridge Academy: 105 Greenleaf Drive,
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32081 (Friday-Saturday)
© Pine Island Academy: 805 Pine Island Rd, St.
Augustine, FL 32095 (Saturday-Sunday)
Shuttle Times: 9 a.m.to 7 p.m.

Drop-off Location: Nicklaus entrance to THE
PLAYERS
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1301 South 1st St, #701 37 Little Bay Harbor Dr. 116 Quadrille Way
$970,000 $945,000 $2,485,000
MLS 1D:2071673 MLS 1D:2059281 MLS 1D:2057896
Shelley Morgan Michele Daly Tonya O'Quinn

(904) 445-0726
TonyaOQuinnGroup.com

904-612-8484
ShelleyMorganRealtor.com

904-994-2395
MicheleDalyRealtor.com
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2779 S. Ponte Vedra Blvd 224 Clearwater Dr 27 Tifton Way S
$2,690,000 $1,425,000 $629,000
MLS ID:2065139 MLS 1D:2070295 MLS 1D:2072021
Lisa Barton - Marsha Keller - Sean Muserallo -

Lisa Barton Team
904-465-9139
LisaSellsPonteVedra.com

Lisa Barton Team
904-465-9139
LisaSellsPonteVedra.com

Lisa Barton Team
904-465-9139
LisaSellsPonteVedra.com
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260 S. Roscoe Blvd.
$1,895,000
MLS I1D:2069380
Karen Adams
904-629-9407
KarenAdamsRealtor.com

47 Rainbow Trout Lane

$727,500
MLS ID:2065808

Rebecca Evers
904-629-2450
RebeccaEversRealtor.com

2895 Cassia Lane
$950,000
MLS ID:2061138
Rebecca Evers
904-629-2450
RebeccaEversRealtor.com

13000 Sawgrass Village Circle, Bldg 1, Ste 3,

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL « (904) 247-0059
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COASTAL
MASTERPIECE

EXCLUSIVE OCEANFRONT $10.5M PORTFOLIO

Sitting on the highest lot in
Neptune Beach, this unparalleled
oceanfront estate  spans  three

adjacent  properties with an
= unrivalled 120 feet of direct
Adantic Ocean frontage—truly a
one of a kind in the area. Featuring a
meticulously designed five-bedroom
residence with exquisite finishes,
expansive outdoor living, and a
private, ~grandfathered beach
+| walkway, this generational asset is a
{ oncein-alifetime opportunity to
own an irreplaceable piece of
| coastal luxury.

PORTFOLIO: 1408 STRAND ST | 1401 STRAND ST'| 1403 OCEAN FRONT, NEPTUNE BEACH, FL

‘ 3

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT:

THE BAYER GROUP
(904) 860-5000 :
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COLDWELL BANKER | YANGUARD.

HOMES FOR SALE
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UNITS AVAILABLE

THE BAYER GROUP | .986 OBSERVATORY
CAROLE BAYER

(904) 860-5000
BUYPONTEVEDRA@GGMAIL.COM

©2025. CB Vanguard Realty doés not intend 10 solicit the clients of istings. of olher real estate biokers and fully cooperates with them in al lransactions. Coldwell Banker®, all rights ;

reserved, Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker loges are registered irademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLS. Square footage pertaining 1o listing floer plans is appraximate;
buyers are encouraged fo verify independently. Pholos may be virlually staged or Ggitally enhanced and may not reflect actual property congiions. The Coldvell Banker system supports
the principles of the Fair Hausing Act and the Equal Oppartunity Act CLOSING BEAR MIMSHSE maamm
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POLICIES AND
INFORMATION

Spectator Information Tents are located at:

e Davis Love lll entry

e Taste of Jax (11 green/12 tee)

e PGA TOUR Fan Shop at THE PLAYERS Welcome
Experience

e Wine & Dine on 9 presented by Meiomi Wines

Help keep THE PLAYERS clean and safe

Fans can text THE PLAYERS from anywhere on
course to notify a staff member of an on-site
issue. Text 69050 to reach a staff member while
at the tournament.

Fan Code of Conduct

Spectators will be subject to expulsion and the
loss of ticket privileges for the following breaches
of etiquette:

e Making rude, vulgar or other inappropriate
comments or gestures;

e \erbal or physical harassment of players,
volunteers, officials or spectators;

e Distracting a player or any disruption of play;
e Behavior that is unruly, disruptive, unsafe or
illegal in nature;

e Failing to follow the instruction of a

championship official, volunteer or security
personnel.

Fans can text THE PLAYERS from anywhere on
course to notify a staff member of an on-site
issue. Text 69050 to reach a staff member while
at the tournament.

Mobile Device Policy

Spectator Mobile Device Policy for PGA TOUR
Tournaments (please see your ticket for complete
terms):

e Devices must be on silent at all times; flash may
not be used.

e Devices may be used to capture video, audio
and photos (content) in all areas throughout
tournament week.

e Content may be used for personal purposes
(e.g., personal social media); no commercial use.
¢ No live streaming or real-time coverage (e.g., no
shot-by-shot coverage).

e Data use (e.g., texting) is permitted in all areas
throughout tournament week.

e Phone calls are allowed only in designated
areas.

e Please be respectful of play and do not interfere
with players, caddies or media.

o All posted signage and instructions from
tournament staff must be observed.

e Failure to comply with this policy may result in
the revocation of your ticket.

14 INSIDER’S TOURNAMENT GUIDE 2025

NAVIGATING THE PLAYERS

Autograph Policy

¢ On-course autograph seeking is prohibited.
(This includes, but is not limited to, tees, fairways,
greens and practice areas during practice rounds
and tournament rounds.)

e Autograph seeking will be restricted to
designated autograph zones: practice grounds
and scoring area

¢ No memorabilia can be brought into the
tournament including pin flags, photos, trading
cards, balls and other sports paraphernalia.

Alcohol Policy

o Strict adherence to alcoholic beverage
consumption laws will be enforced on course and
in all hospitality areas.

e Alcohol will not be served to anyone younger
than 21; proof of age will be required for anyone
younger than 35.

e Only two drinks may be purchased at a time;
spectators are not allowed to carry more than two
drinks at any given time.

Bag Policy and What You Gan Bring

Fans may bring bags that meet the following
guidelines:

e Opaque bags measuring 6-by-6-by-6 inches or
smaller

e Clear bags measuring 12-by-6-by-12 inches or
smaller

Additionally, fans are allowed to bring their own
food in a one-gallon clear plastic bag, with food
items wrapped in clear wrap. Reusable plastic
or metal cups (up to 32 0z.) are also permitted,
provided they are empty upon entry. No
memorabilia can be brought into the tournament
including pin flags, photos, trading cards, balls
and other sports paraphernalia.

Fan Lockers

Located at the Nicklaus (by the main parking lot)
and Couples (by the rideshare area) entries, THE
PLAYERS offers free fan lockers for convenient
and secure storage of belongings.

WHAT’S NEW IN 2025

¢ Bagels R Us: Hole-in-One Breakfast
Fuel up with fresh bagels from Bagels R Us, a
perfect breakfast before you hit the course.

e Garolina Jax

Known for their award-winning burgers, Carolina
Jax is bringing their irresistible creations to THE
PLAYERS.

¢ Fan Viewing Platform at Hole 10/11
Responding to fan feedback, the tournament has
brought back fan seating at Hole 10/11. Thanks to
Mayo Clinic, this new platform is the perfect place
to congregate, cheer and enjoy the action.

¢ Fiesta on 12 with Tacos and Tequila
TacoLu is back and bringing their fan-favorite

tacos to Hole 12, now joined by Maestro Dobel
Tequila. Enjoy the perfect pairing of fresh tacos
and smooth tequila, all while taking in the exciting
action on the course.

¢ Grand opening of PGA TOUR Studios and
debut of World Feed

THE PLAYERS Championship 2025 marks the
official launch of the PGA TOUR World Feed,
which allows the TOUR and its international
media partners to provide fans worldwide with
more customized coverage and storytelling of the
TOUR’s international players. Originating just a
few hundred yards away from the new PGA TOUR
Studios, which opened its doors in January, the
PGA TOUR World Feed is produced and curated
exclusively for international media partners and
their viewers, with up to six dedicated cameras
focused on international players at PGA TOUR
events across the FedExCup Season. The new, live
telecast will be produced for all remaining events
on the 2025 PGA TOUR schedule.

e Creator Classic: Where Content Meets
Competition

Following its success at the TOUR Championship,
the Creator Classic returns to THE PLAYERS
Championship. Top social media creators will
compete in a nine-hole event at TPC Sawgrass.
The competition features eight holes of gross
stroke play, followed by a playoff between the top
four finishers.

EVENTS

These Kids Gan Play

Wednesday, March 12: 9:30 to 11 a.m.

Location; Stadium Village

The PGA TOUR Wives Association, Furyk
Foundation and EverBank are partnering to bring
children and families from Community Peds Care
(Community Hospice + Palliative Care Foundation)
to experience the excitement of THE PLAYERS
Championship. This special event offers children
a day of fun, tournament action and activities
tailored just for them.

Dream Day at THE PLAYERS

Wednesday, March 12: 9:30 to 11 a.m.

Two children from Dreams Come True and the
Tom Coughlin Jay Fund will be treated to a
“Dream Day” at THE PLAYERS. This unforgettable
experience includes sitting inside the ropes at
the Island Green 17th Hole, meeting players and
caddies, followed by a VIP lunch and a behind-
the-scenes tour.

THE PLAYERS Championship Caddie
Competition in Memory of Bruce Edwards
presented by Knockaround

Wednesday, March 12

The Caddie Competition on the iconic 17th hole
honors Tom Watson’s longtime caddie, Bruce

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 |



Thank you for voting us Best of the Beaches Luxury
Real Estate Specialists! We're honored by your trust
and support. This recognition inspires us to continue
delivering exceptional service and helping our clients

achieve their real estate goals.

Thank you for making this possible!

THE FLOYD GROUP

Jack Floyd TheFloydGroup@OneSothebysRealty.com Michelle Floyd
Global Real Estate Advisor Global Real Estate Advisor
904.343.5196 904.343.5067
JFloyd@OneSothebysRealty.com MFloyd@OneSothebysRealty.com

ONE

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

©2025 ONE Sotheby's International Realty. All rights reserved. Sotheby's International Realty® and the Sotheby's International Realty Logo are service marks licensed to Sotheby's
International Realty Affiliates LLC and used with permission. ONE Sotheby's International Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each
franchise is independently owned and operated. Any services or products provided by independently owned and operated franchisees are not provided by, affiliated with or related to So-
theby's International Realty Affiliates LLC nor any of its affiliated companies. The information contained herein is deemed accurate but not guaranteed. Pricing subject to change without
notice. This communication has been sent to a general market segment and pursuant to the applicable rules, is not intended to be a solicitation to any recipient who may have entered
into an agreement with another broker. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully.
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EVENTS

B CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Edwards. This closest-to-the-pin contest offers
added excitement, with the winning caddie
receiving all player contributions, a personalized
money clip, VIP parking and a commemorative
drawing.

Billy Horschel’s #DriveOutHunger Campaign
for Feeding Northeast Florida

Ongoing through Sunday, March 16

Ponte Vedra Beach resident and five-time PGA
TOUR winner, Billy Horschel, is once again
supporting Feeding Northeast Florida through his
#DriveOutHunger campaign. Horschel will donate
$1,000 for every birdie and $5,000 for every eagle
he makes at THE PLAYERS Championship. Fans
can contribute to the campaign by going to www.
feedingnefl.org and selecting the #DriveOutHunger
Campaign to make a donation.

FOOD AND DRINK

THE PLAYERS takes pride in offering an
exceptional culinary experience that showcases
the vibrant flavors of the region. This commitment
to highlighting local food and restaurants means
spectators can enjoy much more than traditional
tournament fare — though classic options like
burgers and hot dogs are always available. From
savory lobster rolls to authentic Neapolitan-
style pizza and, of course, plenty of barbecue
options, the diverse food offerings ensure there’s
something for every palate.

Taste of JAX

Featuring a selection of local Jacksonville
restaurants, Taste of JAX offers fans a chance

to indulge in some of the city’s best flavors and
culinary creations. Enjoy everything from fresh
seafood to Southern barbecue and international-
inspired dishes.

¢ Gousins Maine Lobster — Serving up its 100%
premium, wild-caught, sustainably harvested
lobster from Maine.

¢ Mojo BBQ - A premier barbecue, southern
food, and craft cocktail destination with eight
locations in North and Central Florida.

¢ Ajua Mexican Kitchen — Ajua Mexican Kitchen
offers authentic Mexican flavors with fresh
ingredients and bold spices, making it a must-visit
spot for delicious, handcrafted dishes.

e Garolina Jax — New in 2025. Known for their
award-winning burgers, Carolina Jax is bringing
their irresistible creations to THE PLAYERS.

¢ Pele’s Wood Fire — Offering wood-fired pizzas
and other modern Italian-inspired dishes.

Located near 11 Green/12 Tee.

Food Court - THE PLAYERS Welcome
Experience
* Homespun Kitchen — A fresh twist on fast
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food, Homespun offers a variety of healthy,
flavorful options for every diet, including vegan,
gluten-free, and paleo.

¢ Firehouse Subs — This sandwich shop was
founded in Jacksonville and specializes in hot
subs and sandwiches made with premium meats
and cheeses, steamed to perfection, and then
piled high on a toasted roll.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE PGA TOUR
Bono's Pit Bar-B-Q

¢ Bono’s Pit Bar-B-Q — Serving up a taste of
authentic Southern barbecue since 1949, Bono’s
Pit Bar-B-Q brings you mouthwatering, slow-
cooked meats straight from the pit.

¢ The Local — A Jacksonville hotspot serving

up delicious dishes with a unique twist. Whether
you're in the mood for a quick bite or something
more indulgent, it’s the perfect place to satisfy
your cravings.

¢ Tropical Smoothie — Bold, flavorful smoothies,
wraps, sandwiches, flatbreads, and salads with
high-quality ingredients and fresh produce.

e Daily’s Concessions — Your convenient stop

for quick bites and snacks, featuring Dash’s
made-to-order breakfast and lunch options like
sandwiches, salads, and specialty coffee drinks,
along with classic concession stand favorites.
Perfect for grabbing a snack or drink while you're
on the go!

The Food Court is located inside Stadium Village,
adjacent to the PGA TOUR Fan Shop.

Wine & Dine on 9 presented by Meiomi
Wines

Enjoy food from Bonefish Grill and a glass of
wine from Meiomi Wines, the official wine of
the PGA TOUR, in a beautiful garden setting. Also,
located at the 8th Fan Bleacher, fans (ages 21+)
can test their putting skills while savoring samples
of signature Meiomi Wines, including the new
Meiomi Sangria Wine Cocktail. Don’t miss out

on exciting daily giveaways (while supplies last)
and some friendly competition at this must-visit
destination!

Trucks on 10

This venue offers flavors from local favorite food
trucks and an open-air Michelob ULTRA Mobile
bar.

¢ Twisted Okie BBQ

e Mama’s

e Saffron Mediterranean Kitchen

o Tikiz

* Alma
¢ Hibashi Party

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE PGA TOUR

TacolLu

Tacos on 12

TacoLu, Jacksonville’s popular Baja Mexicana
spot, is back at Hole 12, serving up its signature
tacos and more. Now, they’ve teamed up with
Maestro Dobel Tequila for the ultimate pairing of
fresh tacos and smooth tequila. Located near 12
Green.

The Patio — hetween 10 tee and 18
green/16 tee

The Patio offers a shaded fan zone that includes
open-air seating and a videoboard to keep up
with the tournament action. The Patio features a
Michelob ULTRA bar as well as food from V Pizza,
founded by Jacksonville natives with the goal of
bringing true Neapolitan pizza to their hometown.

Bier Garden presented by Hoptinger — behind
16 green

Near the Couples (rideshare) Entry. Choose from a
variety of craft beer and bar bites from Hoptinger,
a locally-owned bier garden and sausage house.

The Oasis ft. Tito’s Golf Club

The Oasis provides a comfortable, open-air
space for fans to take a break while enjoying
views of the 9th tee, featuring signature cocktails
from Tito’s Handmade Vodka and ABBQ. Known
for its Texas-style barbecue, ABBQ serves up
mouthwatering smoked meats that pair perfectly
with your favorite cocktail. The venue has a ton

of fun additions for fans, including the Tito’s Golf
Club, where fans can enjoy refreshing cocktails,
putting contests for fun giveaways, great views of
golf and lounge seating. Pro Tip: be sure to enjoy a
Sawgrass Splash or Tito’s Transfusion.

The Grove featuring Maestro Dobel

Located in Stadium Village behind the 17th tee,
The Dobel Lounge offers a selection of premium
tequila cocktails, showcasing 11 generations of
Maestro Dobel Tequila mastery. Fans can enjoy
handcrafted cocktails, test their skills at the
Closest to the Pin golf simulator and take part in
golf and tequila trivia for a chance to win prizes
— all while being right in the heart of the action.

Bagels R Us: Hole-in-One Breakfast

Fuel up with fresh bagels from Bagels R Us, a
perfect breakfast before you hit the course. (New
in 2025)
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AUTO TOY VAULT

SECURE STORAGE SPECIALISTS

~
A SAFE HAVEN FOR
YOUR AUTOMOTIVE

LEGACY

Are you in search of the perfect sanctuary for your
cherished automotive treasures? Look no further than
Auto Toy Vault, where we redefine auto storage in
North FL, setting the standard for excellence.

Secure Your Spot Today.
(904) 525 9881 // AutoToyVault.com

Resourceful...Responsible...Respected

aire Berry has unmatched tenure in Northeast
Florida as a top performer who is recognized for
excellence by her customers, her peers, the Jacksonville
Business Journal, and other ranking organizations. In
this market, reputation, experience and knowledge are
crucial to buyers’ and sellers’ success and Clare has

what it takes. S 4
Contact Clare, and Doors Will Open! \:f\\\\ N

BERRY & CO.
REAL ESTATE

ClareBerryRealEstate.com

/45 ?57///

Jacksonville Business J 020
#3 Realtorin NE FL

904.382.5875

clare@clareberry.realtor

Big Firm Capabilities,
Small Firm Reliability

« Certified Public Accountants

» Personal Taxes

« Business Taxes

- Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
« Outsource CFO

« Specializing in small business & individual taxation
« Tax planning for individuals & small business

Schedule a Consultation Today!

¢ ¢ ElevatedCPA

Your guide to accounting
and taxes done right.

Tammy Doug
Long, Benefield,
CPA CPA

2202 Sawgrass Village Dr,
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

328 Stiles Ave,, Ste 1,
Orange Park, FL 32073

904-600-5533

elevatedcpasolutions.com
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Friday, March 7
e 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The PGA TOUR Fan Shop is
open to the public.

Saturday, March 8

¢ 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Military Job Fair

¢ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The PGA TOUR Fan Shop is
open to the public.

Sunday, March 9

* Noon to 1:30 p.m. Operation Shower

¢ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The PGA TOUR Fan Shop is
open to the public.

Monday, March 10

e Practice Day for professionals

e Course closed to the public

o THE PLAYERS Onesie Program: Every baby born
in Northeast Florida during the entire week of THE
PLAYERS receives a special onesie provided by
THE PLAYERS.

Tuesday, March 11 — Military Appreciation
Day

Charity of the Day: Five Star Veterans

e Entries open at 7:30 a.m.

e Practice Day for professionals

NAVIGATING THE PLAYERS

PHOTO BY CRAIG O'NEAL
Rory Mcllroy plays the 17th hole in the 2024
PLAYERS.

¢ 11 a.m. Commissioner Monahan Press
Conference

¢ 4:30 p.m. Military Appreciation Day Ceremony
begins

¢ 5 p.m. Military Appreciation Concert

Wednesday, March 12

Charity of the Day: Community Hospice
Foundation

e Entries open at 7:30 a.m.

e Practice Day for professionals

e All day: THE PLAYERS Championship Caddie
Competition in Memory of Bruce Edwards
presented by Knockaround — Closest to the pin
competition at the 17th hole amongst all of the
caddies.

¢ 9:30to 11 a.m. “These Kids Can Play”

RAVIN

SOMETHING NEW?

NINETEEN

TPC SAWGRASS

JOIN US EVERY DAY

¢ 9:00 to 11 a.m. Dream Day at THE PLAYERS
e 810 10 a.m. THE PLAYERS First-timers press
conference

e Time TBD: Creator Classic begins after play

Thursday, March 13

Charity of the Day: First Tee — North Florida

e Entries open at 7:30 a.m.

e First round of competition begins at 7:40 a.m.

Friday, March 14

Charity of the Day: Wounded Warrior Project

e Entries open at 7:30 a.m.

e Second round of competition begins at 7:40
a.m.

Saturday, March 15

Charity of the Day: Jacksonville Humane Society

e Entries open at 7:30 a.m.

e Third round of competition begins at
approximately 8:15 a.m., depending on the size of
the cut (twosomes off No.1)

Championship Sunday, March 16

Charity of the Day: MaliVai Washington Youth
Foundation

e Entries open at 7:30 a.m.

e Final round of competition begins at
approximately 7:33 a.m., depending on size of the
cut (twosomes off No.1)

BOOK YOUR TABLE AT TPC.COM/NINETEEN OR CALL 904-273-3238
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NOCATEE

PONTE VEDRA e« FLORID
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NOCATEE NAMED BEST SUBURB TO
RAISE A FAMILY IN FLORIDA

Nocatee is an award-winning master-planned community
located minutes from the beach in Ponte Vedra, Florida.
Featuring two resort-style waterparks, miles of nature trails,
A-rated schools and award winning events, the lifestyle at
Nocatee is truly unmatched. Stop by the Welcome Center
or visit www.nocatee.com to learn more about new
homes in Nocatee.

i 7

Book Your Tour

(904) 924-6863 www.Nocatee.com aPARCCommunity
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MERCHANDISE

The PGA TOUR Fan Shop at THE PLAYERS has
been completely transformed, offering fans an
immersive shopping experience like never before.
The space is designed to engage and excite with
new fixtures, custom-made furniture, a refreshed
layout and even a live DJ. More than just a place
to shop, it’s a destination in itself. And pro tip: it
has the best AC on the golf course, perfect for fans
looking to cool down!

As always, the shop will offer the best selection
of your favorite gear, with an exciting array

of product debuts, curated brand collections,
specialty items and local brands, including
exclusive special-edition products.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY THE PGA TOUR

Did you know? Last year, the tournament sold
more than 49,000 hats!

Notable brands this year include:
e LaFarve

e Sugarloaf Social

e Good Good Golf

e Ellsworth and Ivey

* Blue 84

e Rhoback

The Fan Shop will be open to the public the
weekend before the tournament so that the
community can check out the unique merchandise
collection and purchase commemorative items
and apparel. The shop will be open 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Friday (March 7), Saturday (March 8) and
Sunday (March 9).

SAWGRASS SPLASH
THE SIGNATURE COCKTAIL
OF THE PLAYERS

As part of the PGA TOUR’s commitment to
leading the advancement of sustainability in
the industry, THE PLAYERS will be serving the
tournament’s signature drink, the Sawgrass
Splash featuring Tito’s Handmade Vodka, in a
lightweight, aluminum cup.

Aluminum is the most sustainable beverage
packaging material, and like aluminum cans,
aluminum cups can be easily recycled; the
16 0z. cups are lightweight, sturdy, cool to
the touch and provide an elevated drinking
experience for all fans.

While the cup is changing, the iconic
Sawgrass Splash is staying the same;
the drink will continue to feature Tito’s
Handmade Vodka, and a refreshing
combination of orange juice, lemonade and
lime juice.

Sawgrass Splash ingredients:

¢ 1.5 0z. Tito’s Handmade Vodka

e 2 0z. lemonade

® 2 0z. orange juice

e Squeeze of lime juice

——

=

Bk 3 BR 5 Bath 5,788 SF

lantation at Ponte Vedraj,
' Luxury Golfcourse Homes

| Green, Lake, and Tees
$2,499,000

105 Middleton Pl

B 4th Hole, Lake & Green
plus Office & Home Theatre —

$3,395,000
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LITTLE
ST. SIMONS

[SLAND

WHERE THE WILD THINGS RRE

Explore 11,000 acres of wilderness
at an all-inclusive ecolodge on
Georgia’s coast. Experience
enriching guided adventures,
Lowcountry cuisine, and warm
hospitality on the island where
nature is the luxury.

littlessi.com 866-855-0738
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MILITARY APPRECIATION

NAVIGATING THE PLAYERS

THE PLAYERS Championship has a long-standing
commitment to honoring our Northeast Florida
military members, veterans and their families.

Active-duty Service Member Tickets:

Complimentary admission is available to

active duty, retired, reserve and National Guard
members, plus one dependent, on Tuesday,

March 11, and Wednesday, March 12, and one
competition day (Thursday, March 13, to Sunday,
March 16), while supplies last. Tickets also include
a $20 digital voucher for food and nonalcoholic
beverages. Valid ID required.

Veteran Tickets:

Discounted admission is available to veterans

and one dependent on Tuesday, March 11, and
Wednesday, March 12, and one competition day
(Thursday, March 13, to Sunday, March 16), while
supplies last. Tickets include a $20 digital voucher
for food and nonalcoholic beverages. Valid ID
required.

To Secure Military and Veteran Tickets:

e Go to THEPLAYERS.com/tickets and select
CLAIM TICKETS in the Military Admission section.

e Choose your tournament day(s).

Chefan. Group

LUXURY REAL ESTATE

Your Trusted Partners

in Real Estate

$300M | $36M

IN TOTAL SALES IN SALES VOLUME
FOR 2024

PHOTO BY CRAIG O'NEAL

o Verify your military status via GovX.

e Complete the transaction and access tickets on
THE PLAYERS'’ digital portal.

¢ Add tickets to your mobile wallet prior to arrival.

NOTE: Parking is not included in military tickets.
Parking passes are available for purchase at
THEPLAYERS.com/parking.

Military Venue - Patriots’ Outpost presented
by CSX:

Active-duty, veteran service members and their
dependents can access the Patriots’ Outpost, an
exclusive hospitality space at No. 16, offering
complimentary snacks and beverages throughout
the tournament.

PGA TOUR Fan Shop Discounts:
On Tuesday, March 11, active-duty, reserve and

Top 1.5%

FOR SALES VOLUME
NATIONWIDE

ONE | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

retired military members will receive a 20%
discount in the PGA TOUR Fan Shop (must show
valid ID).

Military Appreciation Day - Tuesday, March 11:

Military Appreciation Day honors those who

serve. The day will include a ceremony and a
performance by country music star Jordan Davis,
starting at 4:30 p.m. on the Island Green 17th Hole.
Flyover: The annual flyover tradition on Military
Appreciation Day will feature the 169th Fighter
Wing.

Military Job Fair:

Saturday, March 8,10 a.m.to 2 p.m.

Location: Patriots’ Outpost presented by CSX

THE PLAYERS, in partnership with the Jacksonville
Military Veterans Coalition, will host its 12th
annual Military Job Fair. The event is free

for military personnel, veterans and military
spouses. Approximately 30 companies with job
opportunities will be on-site.

Operation Shower:

Sunday, March 9, noon to 2 p.m.

Location: Patriots’ Outpost presented by CSX
THE PLAYERS and Operation Shower will host a
baby shower for local military mothers-to-be in
the Patriots’ Outpost venue, located next to the
16th hole.

Ready to make your move?

Contact us today for a personalized, results-driven
approach to your real estate journey.

We Simply Do More.

JANE CHEFAN
Global Real Estate Advisor

904.463.1179

JESSICA CHEFAN HANSEN
Broker Associate

904.200.8855

JEFFREY CHEFAN
Broker Associate

904.400.3884

SCAN FOR MORE
INFORMATION —
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Where
Scheffler’s
repeat at

THE PLAYERS

stands in
golf history

BY KATHY BISSELL

It’s hard to repeat at any
important golf event. That’s why
it happens so infrequently. Scottie
Scheffler’s repeat victory last year
at THE PLAYERS was historic.
He was the very first person in
the tournament’s 51-year history
to win back-to-back. How does
that compare to the other biggest
tournaments each season?

For the sake of argument,
let’s look at how many times the
Masters, the PGA, the U.S. Open
and the British Open have had
repeat winners.

The United States has three of
the four or four of the five majors,
depending on what you count.
Here in Ponte Vedra, many of us
count THE PLAYERS as a major.
Whether you do or not is a subject
for another time. Right now, we
have to compare a back-to-back
victory at THE PLAYERS to
something, and the other majors
are the only things comparable
because it is the championship of
the PGA Tour.

The Historic Viewpoint: The
Oldest Biggie

There are plenty of repeating
champs at the British Open, but
that makes sense because it’s been
held since 1861. It actually started

HISTORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 W

CAN SCHEFFLER

DO IT AGAIN?

SEE STORY ON PAGE 32.
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Scottie Scheffler plays the 18th hole in the 2024 PLAYERS Championship

SCHEFFLER: BACK-TO-BACK

BY KATHY BISSELL

CHAMPION AT THE PLAYERS

Last year, Scottie Scheffler did something
that neither Jack Nicklaus nor Tiger Woods nor
any other golfer who has won THE PLAYERS
was able to do: win the tournament in back-
to-back years. Only a few have had multiple
victories in the event, which is basically the
Championship of the PGA Tour. When you
think of it like that, no wonder it’s hard to win.

Although Nicklaus won THE PLAYERS
three times, in 1974, its inaugural year, and
again in 1976 and 1978, his victories were each
two years apart. Woods won THE PLAYERS in
2001, in his Tiger Slam year, and then not for
12 more years, in 2013.

In 2024, Scheffler did what had been
impossible for the best in the world. He
repeated. Nobody really knows why it’s so
hard to defend this tournament, but some past
champions have their own thoughts on it.

The Past Champions' Theories

“It’s a golf course that doesn’t necessarily fit
any one style of player,” past champion Rickie
Fowler explained some time after he won. “I
saw something that was posted not long ago
of kind of the recent past champions here and
what guys did well from whether it was driving
the ball, approach, putting, scrambling, and
there was nothing really that stood out as one
thing between all players.”

He’s right about that. We’ve had long hitters
Davis Love III and Fred Couples winning twice
each, and we’ve had Tim Clarke and the late

PHOTO BY CRAIG O'NEAL

Scottie Scheffler holds his trophy after winning the
2024 PLAYERS Championship.

Calvin Peete, two short hitters, find the victory
circle. We’ve had surprise winners, like Craig
Perks who chipped, blasted and otherwise
short-gamed the course to death. There have
been tough guy champs, like Raymond Floyd
and Lanny Wadkins who would just about

kill the competition for a stroke. Europeans
have won, starting with Sandy Lyle and going
through to Rory Mcllroy. There have been

CHAMPION CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 ®
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HISTORY

B CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

out with a back-to-back champ

in Old Tom Morris, followed by
his son, Young Tom Morris who
won four in a row, 1868-1872, and
there was no tournament in 1871,
so credit his victories however you
like.

Others to double up on British
Opens include Jamie Anderson,
Bob Ferguson and Peter Thomson,
who actually won three in a row.
(Thomson has five in all.) There
was the Great Triumvirate of
Brits, Harry Vardon, J.H. Taylor
and James Braid, who won the
tournament 16 of 21 times between
1894 and 1914. They all had
back-to-back victories in there
somewhere. They were kind of
like three Tiger Woods all at once,
winning nearly everything around
the turn of the 20th century.

U.S. players have double-dipped
at the British Open, starting with
Bobby Jones in 1926 and 1927,
followed by Walter Hagen in 1928
and 1929. But in 1960, a legend was
about to appear on the scene. He
became the Elvis Presley of golf:
Arnold Palmer.

That year, Palmer had already
slipped into a green jacket at the
Masters and hoisted the trophy at
the U.S. Open. On his plane ride to
St. Andrews for the British Open,
he asked the late sportswriter Bob
Drum, who was on the flight, what
it would be if he continued winning
and captured both the British Open
and the PGA.

Drum replied it would be the
equivalent of Bobby Jones’ Grand
Slam. And that’s when Palmer
told Drum he was going to win
the Grand Slam. And yes, that
conversation is where today’s idea
of the modern Grand Slam began.
(No matter what anybody else
tells you, that’s when it happened
because Bob Drum told me, backed
up by Dan Jenkins. There are some
people you just have to believe.)

Well, as much as we all would
have liked for Palmer to win the
Grand Slam in 1960, even The King
couldn’t make the game of golf

bend to his desires. He was defeated
by Australian Kel Nagle that year.
But he became the first golfer to

be frustrated by not winning the
modern Grand Slam. It would dog
Jack Nicklaus his whole career.

Despite the 1960 loss, Palmer
returned, and in 1961 and 1962, he
became the next American back-to-
back winner. At that point, nobody
could hold the U.S. players back.
Lee Trevino caught fire in 1971 and
’72. Tom Watson in 1982 and 1983.
Tiger Woods in 2005 and 2006.

Finally, the Europeans got back
into the consecutive win column
when Padraig Harrington won the
British Open in 2007 and 2008.

For a tournament that is so old, it
does not really have a huge number
of back-to-back champions, 16
in all, but it has more than any
other important event. The reason
is likely due to the fact that at the
beginning, there were not a lot of
golfers competing and there were
not a lot of really, really good
golfers. It got tougher over time.
And the weather can be a beast.

The Oldest U.S. Biggie: U.S.
Open

U.S. Open has been played the
next longest, debuting in 1895.
The first back-to-back winner was
in 1903 with Willie Anderson. He
actually won the tournament three
times in a row and four times in all.

After Anderson, the U.S. Open
refused to have a repeat winner
until 1911 and 1912 when so called
phenom John McDermott snagged
the title. It is probably no surprise to
you, if you are a golf historian, that
next up was the great Bobby Jones
who won in 1929 and 1930.

Seven after Jones double, his
feat was matched by someone who
doesn’t receive many accolades in
golf: Ralph Guldahl. He racked up
his repeat victory at Oakland Hills
and Cherry Hills in 1937 and 1938.

That was it until 1950-1951 when
Ben Hogan, after his hideous car-
gets-hit-by-bus accident, went back-
to-back at Merion and Oakland
Hills. No one suggests that as a plan
for how to win.

HISTORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 29 B
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champs from all ends of the globe, like Si-Woo Kim
and Nick Price.

One interesting thing is the number of trophies that
have gone to Australia with Jason Day and Adam
Scott and Steve Elkington at the top of the list and
some others who we won’t mention now for reasons of
diplomacy.

But as fabulous as all of them are and were at the
time, none of them won the tournament two times in
succession.

“This golf course isn’t necessarily long, so it doesn’t
necessarily benefit a bomber,” Fowler added. “To me,
at the end of the day, it’s whoever has the most control
and kind of keeps it simple, fairways and greens.”

Some hit more irons off the tee, he said, some hit
drivers instead. Some winners putted well, but there
was no constant thing that the past champs did that
would translate to a “type” of golfer.

Mcllroy had a slightly different view.

“I think this golf course can play so differently day-
to-day, depending on wind direction, conditions,” he
said. “It is such a cliché here, but it really doesn’t suit
any one style of play or any one type of player.”

He said he would have loved the chance to be the
first one to repeat. But of course, Scheffler beat him to
1t.

Justin Thomas had a bigger picture view on why it’s
been nearly impossible to defend.

“I’d say because it’s one of the deepest fields in
golf, and it’s really hard to win golf tournaments,” he
explained. “It’s really hard to win a golf tournament
once, and it’s really hard to win it again.”

It IS the deepest field, factually. The PGA
Championship, which likes to say it has the
deepest field and points to the top 100, has 20 club
professionals in the tournament. That means it’s not
the deepest field. They hope no one will notice that.

THE PLAYERS may have some who don’t want
to try to play it, but most years, it has had the top 141
players in the world. Those who are stretches to that
statement would be the winner of the Kaulig Senior
Players, the money leader from the 2024 Korn Ferry
Tour, and the money leader from the Korn Ferry
Finals. All three get to play.

The other exceptions now, like Brooks Koepka and
Bryson DeChambeau, have gone to the “dark side”
of golf. So maybe THE PLAYERS is top 138 or so.
But if a guy is good, he’s likely to be in the field. He
will want the trophy, the money, the status and the five
years of PGA Tour event exemptions.

Thomas also pointed to the pressure and
expectations that come with defending any tournament
but ended up going back to the depth of the field as
the main reason. When there are 144 of the best in the
world, particularly the top 100, it really is a dogfight
to get your hands on any trophy, never mind THE
PLAYERS “Goldman.”
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It was then nearly 40 years until Curtis
Strange mounted a charge at The Country
Club and Oak Hill in 1988 and 1989. And
finally, there’s Brooks Koepka, who won
our country’s open championship in 2017
and 2018 at Erin Hills and Shinnecock
Hills.

So, in 130 years, we’ve only had seven
back-to-back U.S. Open champs. And a lot
of them have had Hill or Hills in the name
of the courses.

The First Match Play Biggie: PGA
Championship

The PGA is the second oldest important
U.S. tournament, and it was begun in 1916.
A man named Rodman Wannamaker, who
apparently had department stores at the
time, donated the trophy. And it’s huge.

The PGA Championship is kind of a two-
headed beast when it comes to counting
back-to-back victories. That’s because,
from 1916 until 1957, it was conducted as a
match play event. Since 1958, it’s been four

rounds of stroke play.

In the match play era, there were five
who were back-to-back winners: Jim
Barnes in 1916 and 1919 (because there
was no tournament during WW I); Gene
Sarazen in 1922 and 1923; Walter Hagen
in 1924, 1925, 1926 and 1927 (yes, he was
apparently that good); Leo Diegel in 1928
and 1929; and Denny Shute in 1936 and
1937.

Since the PGA went to stroke play, there
have only been two back-to-back winners.
Brooks Koepka in 2018 and 2019 and
Tiger Woods, twice, in 1999 and 2000 and
again in 2006 and 2007. Does that mean
Tiger Woods was twice as good as Brooks
Koepka? Sounds like a good topic for a bar
argument.

If you are wondering how many won in
each format, it was seven total in 109 years.
There were five in match play over a period
of 42 years and two in stroke play over
67 years. Seems like the stroke play is the
harder format!

Now, in case you are wondering what
happened to Jack Nicklaus in all this,
the answer is nothing. He won five PGA
Championships. In fact, he has one of the

most — perhaps the most — incredible
records in terms of numbers: six Masters,
five PGAs, four U.S. Opens, three British
Opens, three PLAYERS and — ta-da! —
two U.S. Amateurs. Tiger Woods also has a
strong record with five Masters, four PGAs,
three U.S. Opens, three British Opens and
three U.S. Amateurs.

The Greenest Biggie: The Masters

Now we come to the tournament that —
outside of THE PLAYERS — has had the
fewest number of back-to-back champions,
and it’s surprising because if ever there was
a horses-for-courses location, this is it. Jack
Nicklaus has won it six times. Tiger Woods
has won it five times. Arnold Palmer won it
four times. Naturally, we are talking about
the Masters. It was started in 1934, just
under 20 years after the debut of the PGA
Championship.

Although 18 players won the tournament
more than once, only three have repeated
as champions: Jack Nicklaus in 1965-1966,
Nick Faldo in 1989-1990 and Tiger Woods
in 2001-2002.

HISTORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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Really, that’s kind of hard to believe when you think
about the number of times the same players have played in
the tournament. Usually, familiarity with a course breeds
increased success. But I guess people couldn’t play through
Palmer, Nicklaus, Faldo and Woods to get to a repeat.

The Meanest Biggie: THE PLAYERS

Nearly every important golfer in the last 50 years has won
THE PLAYERS. There are some that haven’t. But only one
person has repeated as PLAYERS champion in the 51 years
that it has been held: Scottie Scheffler.

The reason, as past champions have said, is because the
course hates everybody. OK, they didn’t say that. I said
that. Pete Dye designed it to not give anybody an advantage
but to give everybody on their game an advantage. While
that sounds slightly nuts, remember Rickie Fowler said the
person who wins is “whoever has the most control.”

No golfer has to be Superman to win THE PLAYERS,
but he might want to keep a cape in his bag, just in case a
Superman shot is required. The reason is the design of the
golf course. Pete Dye always gives every player a chance
on every shot. However, the player has to hit to the area that
Pete wants him to go, or figure out some other way to avoid
the trouble lurking.

We could go through the golf course, hole-by-hole and
note where Pete wants guys to hit the ball. But some of them
can’t, some of them won’t and some of them refuse to. What
they are doing is lessening their chances of winning.

Pete’s designs are similar to those of Jack Nicklaus, and
that’s not surprising since the two of them worked on several
courses together in the beginning of their design careers.
Many of them have a severe look. They are designed first
and foremost to scare the golfer on every shot. The player
who can’t see beyond that is not going to do well. But
Pete always gives every golfer a place to go. An example
is the 1st hole of TPC Sawgrass. When you stand on the
tee, it looks like the landing area is a little sliver of grass
left, woods left and a yawning bunker to the right. When
you get to the landing area, you realize that the fairway is
almost huge, and it was just a trick of the eye to scare you.
Seventeen more holes like that follow it. Until golfers learn
that there’s a place out there on every shot, in every fairway,
on every green (well, maybe not the 8th), they aren’t going
to win, much less repeat.

Now, that’s a lot to take in, so go make yourself a
Sawgrass Splash and enjoy THE PLAYERS!

SOURCES:

https.//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of The_Open_Championship_
champions

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of U.S._Open_(golf) _champions
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of PGA_Championship_
champions

https.//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PGA_Championship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Players Championship#Winners
https://www.nbcsports.com/golf/news/scottie-schefflers-remarkable-
2024-season-event-results-and-money-earned
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IS A THREE-PEAT PLAYERS POSSIBLE?
THE JULIA CHILD CHEF-FLER DIVERSION

BY KATHY BISSELL

If you are married to a PGA Tour pro, and
he won nine tournaments last year, like Scottie
Scheffler did, including THE PLAYERS and
the Masters, never let him cook in the off-
season. Something is bound to go wrong. A
slip and fall accident on the kitchen floor that
tweaks his back for months, if not years. A
knife fight, because you disagree about which
holiday guest gets the biggest filet. A burn
when you are trying to make twice-baked
potatoes. A good skewering when trying to
remove the cork from a wine bottle. The
kitchen is rife with danger. Whatever you do,
do not let the Player of The Year anyplace
near it. Lock the door. Better yet, go out to
dinner or do take out.

And whatever you do, don’t cook Italian.
Especially don’t cook ravioli. Just ask Scottie
Chef-fler what happened to him.

Around Christmas, Scottie and his wife
Meredith decided they wanted to have
handmade ravioli. The kind where you roll

out the dough, put the filling on it, put the
second layer of dough on top of that and then
cut out the individual ravioli (or raviolis, if
you prefer). They didn’t have a ravioli maker
because they were not at home when the
ravioli inspiration and subsequent “incident”
occurred. They needed something to cut out
the ravioli bits.

“The only thing there was a wine glass that
we found,” Scheffler explained. “I had my
hand on top of it and it broke, which side note,
I’ve heard nothing but horror stories since this
happened about wine glasses, so be careful.
Even if you’re like me and you don’t drink
wine, you’ve got to be real careful with wine
glasses. It broke and the stem kind of got me
in the hand.”

Scheffler said he has since talked to
someone who had the same thing happen,
but that guy had the stem go right through his
hand. Yee-ouch!

“It’s one of those deals where, immediately
after it happened, I was mad at myself
because I was like, gosh, that’s so stupid, but

you just don’t think about it when you’re in
the moment,” Scheffler admitted.

The bleeding didn’t last long, he noted.
About 15 minutes. Unfortunately, all this
happened on Christmas Day.

They immediately reached out to a doctor
who had helped Scheffler with a thumb issue
in the past. He was, of course, out of town,
but told them what to do and referred them
to another person to do the surgery on his
ravioli-wine-glass-injury because there was
still glass stuck inside Scottie’s hand. Ee-
oowww!

Have these people never heard of the
stemless wine glass? Were there no highball
or old-fashioned glasses in the house? How
about a nice cookie cutter?

“I was able to heal pretty quickly,” Scheffler
added.

After his self-inflicted hand injury, Scheffler
was out of golf commission for nearly two
months. The AT&T Pro-Am was his first
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tournament back. The Genesis, which was
moved to Torrey Pines due to fire damage

in the Pacific Palisades area around Riviera
Country Club where the Genesis is usually
held, was his second. His results were just a
little off the top spot. Rust had formed on the
No. 1 player’s game.

And guess what. In spite of everything, the
ravioli was good, according to Scheffler. Not
the best ever, but nothing is good when your
hand is throbbing in pain.

Now everyone waits to see how long the
Julia Child Chef-fler Diversion will keep
Scheffler out of the winner’s circle. (THE
PLAYERS is three weeks out as this is
written.) So, before you run to Draft Kings
or Fan Duel to bet on the three-peat, put
the Julia Child Chef-fler Diversion in your
calculations.

Rory Mcllroy suggested Scheffler might
want to think about getting a chef.

Scheffler replied, “I’ve got a chef. Her
name’s Meredith. She’s pretty cute.”

How can you not love this couple?
Meredith and Scottie, not Rory and Scottie.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE PGA TOUR

Roger Steele, one of the final four in the first Creator Classic

CREATOR CLASSIC
RETURNS @ THE PLAYERS

BY KATHY BISSELL

The Creator Classic, a golf event featuring
social media personalities, was held last
summer for the first time at the Tour
Championship to rave reviews. It will return
at THE PLAYERS. And it’s the first of three
Creator Classics for 2025.

Last summer’s event featured 16

participants who played the first eight holes
of East Lake Golf Club’s back nine on the
Wednesday before the Tour Championship.
Then there was a cut from 16 to the top four
at that point, and those at the top played the
final hole to determine the winner.
Participating in the inaugural event were

CREATOR CONTINUED ON PAGE 36 |
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Wesley Bryan, one of the final four in the first
Creator Classic

CREATOR
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the Bryan Brothers (Wesley and George),
Aimee Cho, Gabby Golf Girl (who is just
16, maybe 17 by now), Mac Boucher, Peter
Finch, Luke Kwon, Micah Morris, Mason
Nutt, Fat Perez (No, that’s not a typo!), Tyler
Tony from Dude Perfect, Roger Steele, Paige
Spiranac and three of the Good Good guys:
Garrett Clark, Brad Dalke and Sean Walsh.
According to the PGA Tour, there are 20
content creators in total who will participate
during the year. So not everybody will be in

’ -

Luke Kwon, one of the final four in the first Creator
Classic

all three events.

CBS’s Mark Immelman was on-camera
talent for the first Classic and did a good job
of highlighting the talents of each golfer and
remarking on their social media presence. He
was joined by Jake Marsh, part of the Pardon
My Take podcast (Barstool).

The final four who emerged to play the
sudden death hole, the 18th, were Wesley
Bryan, Roger Steele, Sean Walsh and Luke
Kwon. Two women, Paige Spiranac and
Gabby (Gabby Golf Girl) DeGasperis finished
in the top 10.

“The inaugural Creator Classic served as
a valuable testing ground as we look at new

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY THE PGA TOUR

Gabby Golf Girl finished in the top 10 at the first
Creator Classic

ways to connect with fans and creators,”
said Chris Wandell, PGA Tour senior vice
president, media.

Amazingly, last fall’s Creator Classic,
which featured 16 of the most popular
YouTube golf creators, had more than 2.6
million views on the combination of PGA
Tour YouTube channel, ESPN+, Peacock and
PGA Tour FAST.

The competition had staying power for
fans, too, and was the No. 2 trending video on
YouTube, reaching just under 60 million golf
fans in all social media for a four-week time
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period. This is one time when having presence
on social media for a long period of time paid
off!

THE PLAYERS version of Creator Classic
will be streamed live on the PGA Tour’s
YouTube channel and ESPN+. In addition,
it will be available on the PGA Tour channel
on Pluto TV, Roku, Samsung TV Plus, Prime
Video, Fire TV, Tubi, Xumo Play and LG
Channels and NBC platforms. The Creator
Classic at THE PLAYERS will utilize ShotLink
and CDW scoring and data. : ; ) :

Anyone with a ticket for Wednesday’s Garrett Clark and Paige Spiranac, who finished
PLAYERS or PLAYERS Practice Round will in the top 10 at the first Creator Classic
be able to watch the event in person. As with
everything for THE PLAYERS, arrange your
digital parking in advance. When parking is
gone, it’s gone.

However, there will be more Creator
Classics. Enough fans watched the first event to
justify having more of them. In addition to the
event at THE PLAYERS, there will also be one
at the Philadelphia Cricket Club, the 2025 host
of the Truist Championship and at The 2025
Tour Championship at East Lake Golf Club.

179 Cool Springs Ave, Ponte Vedra, FL 32081
3bed |3 bath 12,185 sqft | $649,000

Enjoy sunrises and sunsets from your gorgeous villa in
West End at Town Center. No expense was spared in
the design studio when this home was built! The open
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Nocatee, within walking or a short bike ride to the Town
Center’s shops and restaurants.
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PROUD PARTNERS

PROPER CREDENTIALS
OPEN TO PUBLIC REQUIRED
@ ADMISSIONS @ FAN BLEACHER AND PAR 4 PUTT @ PROUD PARTNERS
EXPERIENCE PRESENTED BY
KIDS AUTOGRAPH ZONE MEIOMI @ PAST CHAIRMAN
PRESENTED BY NEMOURS HOSPITALITY

CHILDREN'S HEALTH @ THE OASIS FEATURING
TITO'S GOLF CLUB

@ REFRESHMENTS ABBQ

FAMILY LOUNGE
PRESENTED BY WOLFSON
CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL

@ WINE & DINEON 9
PRESENTED BY MEIOMI WINES

Bonefish Grill
BAG CHECK

PALM VALLEY VILLAGE
@ FIRST AID PRESENTED Refreshments

BY BAPTIST HEALTH
@ THE PATIO

@ INFORMATION Michelob ULTRA

V Pizza

@ LOST AND FOUND
® SAWGRASS SQUARE
4 Rivers Smokehouse
Bagels R Us
Bushmills Irish Whiskey Bar

@ PGA TOUR FAN SHOP

PRACTICE GROUNDS
@ TACOSON 12

RESTROOMS Dobel Tequila Bar
ADA ACCESSIBLE Tacolu

@ RIDESHARE PRESENTED BY
VISIT JACKSONVILLE

@ WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE

@ TASTE OF JAX

Local food and drinks for purchase
Ajua Mexican Kitchen & Bar
Cousins Maine Lobster

Mojo Kitchen

@ REFILLABLE WATER STATION
Pele’s Wood Fire

DISABLED GUEST
SERVICES SHUTTLE STOP

COMCAST BUSINESS PAVILION
Experience the Future of Business,
and see how Comcast Business
powers dynamic experiences, both
on and off the course!

STADIUM VILLAGE

MORGAN STANLEY

FAN EXPERIENCE
Experience the excitement of
sinking an eagle putt on replicas
of the 9th and 16th holes,

win exclusive prizes, capture
unforgettable moments

and more.

FOOD COURT

Local food and drinks for purchase
Bono's Pit Bar-B-Q

Carolina Jax

Daily’s

Firehouse Subs

Homespun Kitchen

The Local

Tropical Smoothie Café
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That Tito's Place

THE BIER GARDEN
PRESENTED BY HOPTINGER

REFRESHMENTS PRESENTED BY
BLACKSTONE GRIDDLES

@ KIDS ZONE

PRESENTED BY NEMOURS
CHILDREN’S HEALTH

® TRUCKSON 10

Alma
Hibashi Party
Mama’s
Saffron

Tikiz

Twisted Okie

@ THE GROVE FEATURING

DOBEL TEQUILA CLUB
PGATOUR 2K25

@ VIEWING DECK

PRESENTED BY MAYO CLINIC

@ PERFORMANCE CENTER

@ ratriOTS OUTPOST
PRESENTED BY CSX

GREENSIDE SEATS
PRESENTED BY STELLAR

17 BUILDING A

DYE'S PAVILION
PRESENTED BY NETJETS
THE PLAYERS MARQUEES

e 17 BUILDING B
DYE’S PAVILION
PRESENTED BY NETIETS
ISLAND SUITE
THE PLAYERS MARQUEES

17 BUILDING C
THE PLAYERS CLUB
THE PLAYERS MARQUEES

Q 17 BUILDING D
ISLAND SUITES
THE PLAYERS MARQUEES

@ 16BuDiNGE
ISLAND SUITES
THE PLAYERS MARQUEES

o 16 BUILDING F
CHAMPIONSHIP CLUB
PRESENTED BY LEXUS
ISLAND SUITES
THE PLAYERS MARQUEES

THE DECK

PRESENTED BY MICHELOB ULTRA

INTRACOASTAL CLUB

PRESENTED BY SHARK COATINGS

Q THE PLAYERS CLUB

THE PLAYERS CLUB (17 TEE)
THE ¥ LOUNGE (18 GREEN)
CLUBHOUSE



LOTE

BIKE & CART GATEA GATE B
PARKING
LOTD
GATE B SHUTTLE
PICK-UP AND

DROP-OFF
THE PLAYERS CLUB
VALET

ELKINGTON

@ ENTRY

VOLUNTEER
VILLAGE 2

>4
GET THE APP SCAN FOR SPECTATOR GUIDE,
DAILY PAIRINGS, WAYFINDING MAP
AND MORE
*SUBJECT TO CHANGE

ATP BLVD

RIDESHARE
PRESENTED BY

COUPLES (i) VISIT JACKSONVILLE
ENTRY 0@ o PICK-UP
AND DROP-OFF

NICKLAUS
ENTRY

@@@ SHUTTLE PICK-UP.

AND DROP-OFF
VOLUNTEER VILLAGE [l

[ VOLUNTEER PREFERRED PARKING
ENTRANCE PRESENTED BY LEXUS
& GENERAL PARKING

-

A 4

FREE WIFI
THE PLAYERS FREE WIFI
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A look at
the merch ~

,
e

==
Here’s a look at some of the brands R
represented in the Fan Shop this year, S
including new merchandise for 2025. b
* Nike
e Greyson
* Barstool
* Malbon “17th Hole Dive Team” men’s white Men'’s light blue THE PLAYERS Unisex navy THE PLAYERS Toothy
e Eastside Golf T-shirt from Breezy Gator Polo from Flomotion T-shirt from Flomotion

Rl THE FAN SHOP FEATURES
oz erereerener - EUN DESIGNS ON GOLF GEAR

e Swannies (New to the merch tent for 2025) BY KATHY BISSELL T-shirts. There are plenty of classics, too.
e Flomotion The funniest T-shirt has 17th Hole Dive
* Good Good (New to the merch tent for This year’s Fan Shop, that giant retail Team showing two alligators and a diver. They
2025) space on the way in and way out of the THE all found golf balls! It’s a white shirt with a lot
« Sugarloaf Social Club (New to the merch PLAYERS at the Nicklaus Gate near the 17th of pale teal for the alligators and diver. Gold for
tent for 2025) hole, has new designs you’ll want to see. the golf balls!
 LaFavre (New to the merch tent for 2025) There’s extra fun for this year with a DJ who One of the best sellers from the Flomotion
will be spinning some songs so you can dance line is a polo called THE PLAYERS Gator
* PGA Tour (New to the merch tent for 2025) while you shop! Polo. It’s a very sharp looking ice blue with
From what we could see ahead of time, there
LS GO EIR G [ZACSE S L are some interesting new designs for pOlOS and FAN SHOP CONTINUED ON PAGE 46 ®

Enhance Your Sight,
Live Your Best Life

At Ponte Vedra Eye Associates, we're committed to providing
exceptional eye care that goes beyond routine check-ups.
With a personalized approach, modern solutions, and a
friendly team, we're here to cater to your unique vision needs.

Ponte Vedra
Eye Associates

L - m‘ A i) e -. ; ==
Dr. Ellen Rogers Wagner, O.D. Dr. Laura Jankiprasad, O.D. Dr. Gil Houston, O.D. (9 o 4) 2 8 5 8 4 4 8
SICOMPREHENSIVE EYE EXAM NCONTACT LENSES 150 Professional Drive. Suite 300
NMYOPIA CONTROL “DESIGNER FRAMES Ponte Vedra Beach ;L 32082 !
From comprehensive eye exams to a wide selection of eyewear, including WwWWW pv-eyeca re.com
designer frames and contact lenses, we're dedicated to ensuring your vision - -
is as clear and comfortable as possible. Experience a new level of eye care Mon-Wed: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
excellence with Ponte Vedra Eye Associates. Thurs: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM o Fri: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Voted The Beaches’ Best Optometrist for 2024 Sat& Sun: Closed
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America’s ONLY vintage sci-fi toy & arcade museum...

located here on the First Coast!

BILOTT.

COLLECTION

The Bilotta Collection is a world-class eclectic mix of vintage
toys, rare tin robots, limited, playable arcade machines, 1950s
sci-fi rocket rides, full-size robots, iconic movie posters, custom
creations, and much, much more. A must see for the whole family,
this sophisticated, boutique museum provides visitors the chance to
experience these iconic rarities up close and personal. Connect with
the history and culture of a by-gone era and book your visit today!

/ - ore, SPI\CEE\'WPﬁ '!w“,

BOARD SHIP ON 0PPOSITE SIDE

151 Sawgrass Corners Drive, Suite 104 | Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082



https://bilottacollection.com/

MERCH
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Women’s Custom:
e Peter Millar

e Smith & Quinn

e Barstool

e Ellsworth & Ivey (New apparel
for 2025)

e Malbon
e Vineyard Vines

Youth Custom:
e Adidas

e Footjoy

e Peter Millar
e Johnnie-0

e Rhoback (New apparel for
2025)

e Vineyard Vines
e Flomotion
e Barstool (New apparel for 2025)

e Ellsworth & Ivey (New apparel
for 2025)

FAN SHOP

P
LR

B CONTINUED FROM PAGE 44 g

large white gators sprinkled all over lof
it. It has four-way stretch and is
wrinkle resistant. But is it chomp
resistant?

I think I"d like that pattern in a
dress. How about you? Right now, it’s
only in a polo (sigh!).

They also have one with a gator
carrying a palm tree in its mouth.

I think you have to live here to
understand that’s funny. Somebody from North
Dakota might not see the humor. Someone from
here might not see the humor in dino hunters and
their giant bones in North Dakota.

There are a whole series of polo shirts and
T-shirts with what’s called Toothy design. That
name was hard to figure out until I saw a close-up
of the Toothy pattern, which is sharks’ teeth! They
are fabulous! Likely under $40.

There’s even a T-shirt in medium blue with a
Toothy Goldman on the back! I’m bringing one of
those home with me for sure. I like getting them
extra, extra, extra-large to wear to the swimming
pool. Under $40.

For anyone who doesn’t know because they
don’t live here, one of the warm weather activities

-

-
%@ THE}PLAYERS

Unisex denim THE

PLAYERS Toothy Goldman
T-shirt from Flomotion

for beachgoers is actually hunting for sharks’
teeth on the beach. You can never
tell what’s going to be a good day
for them and what isn’t, but there
are people who are out early every
day bent over searching, searching,
searching, trying to beat you to the best
teeth. I once bought a megalodon tooth
just to have it. I can’t imagine what size
beast it came from, but it had to be huge.
The tooth is as big as my hand.

Staying with the gold theme, and why
not, there’s a T-shirt in gold with an
outline of the 17th hole on the back of it.

Over the water it says, “Just an easy par 3.” Ha, ha,
ha, ha, ha. Ask somebody who lost the tournament
by taking a 7 or 9 or 11 at the 17th.

My personal fav in the non-clothing category is
the Sawgrass stemless wine glass with a gold golf-
ball-like base on the bottom half and the Goldman
design on white on the top half. (Last year’s champ
might like to take a look at those!) Under $25.

Second on the glassware list is the tumbler with
a drawing of the Pete Dye design of the 17th hole.
It’s a 16 oz. thirst quencher for under $20.

And if you go all out, there are several used
pin flags from THE PLAYERS as well as other
tournaments in the online Fan Shop, priced from
about $170 to just over $1,500.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PGA TOUR

SAY

—
Y

Sawgrass Country Clu
‘& 1 Sandpiper Cove

Listed by Jim Ross 904-610-5114
Ponte Vedra Coastal Realty

3 BR 3 Bath 2,538 SF
Expansive Lake Views
Eastern Exposure
Ocean Breezes ‘
Gourmet Kitchen w/Island
Spacious Screened Pool
Large, Private Lot
Meticulously Maintained
$1,550,000
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https://www.pontevedracoastalrealty.com/

Transform Your Outdoor Space

INTO AN ENCHANTING OASIS

(904) 484-7580

SCAN TO EXPLORE SHADE + SCREEN OPTIONS

Smart Pergolas - Motorized Awnings
Retractable Screens - Elite Screen Rooms A N
Outdoor Kitchens & Fireplaces

www.TitanShuttersandScreens.com OUTDOOR SOLUTIONS
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LOOKING BACK

25 YEARS AGO:
SUTTON DEFEATED WOODS

BY KATHY BISSELL

Hal Sutton was something of a phenom
when he first came to the PGA Tour. In his
first season, 1982, he won the Walt Disney
World Golf Classic and was named Rookie
of the Year. The next season, he won THE
PLAYERS, and then later in the year, the PGA
Championship where Jack Nicklaus finished
second. He was immediately named The Next
Nicklaus.

Nearly 18 years later, when the 2000
PLAYERS began, Sutton had won 11 PGA
Tour titles. He’d been on numerous U.S.
teams including three Ryder Cups. But at age
41, he was looking toward the end of his PGA
Tour career, not the beginning of it.

For whatever reason, perhaps because
he was a past champ and had four top 10s

already in the season, Sutton was asked for

a pre-tournament interview. At first, the big
discussion was about autograph sellers and
then whether THE PLAYERS should move

to May. But immediately after that, media
members started in with Colin Montgomerie’s
quote after round one at Bay Hill, where Tiger
Woods was one off the lead, that it looked

to him — Colin — like everybody else was
playing for second.

Sutton took exception.

“He is going in a different locker room
than I was going in,” Sutton replied about
Montgomerie’s quip.

Media members love a good brouhaha, so
they stirred the pot, and asked him to clarify.

Sutton added his own experience playing

“I felt like it was important that I send a
message to me and him in those two rounds,”
Sutton explained. “One, that I could beat him,
playing with him; and two, that he knew that I
could beat him playing with him.”

He said it could prove valuable on a Sunday
somewhere down the line.

“I need to know going into that, that, hey,

I have beat him in these circumstances. And
that proves one thing, that it can happen
again,” Sutton added.

Who knew that it would be this upcoming
Sunday? No one. Certainly not Hal Sutton.
Certainly not Tiger Woods.

However, in the interview, Sutton said
there was a lesson he had learned in an early
Ryder Cup when he was staying with Jack

25 YEARS CONTINUED ON PAGE 50 H

THE ST. JOHNs Q)

[E "We’re The Difference”

YOUR WATERFRONT EXPERTS! @

DIRECT WATERFRONT
Incredible views of the Salt Run, Ocean, Marina, and ICW.
Lovely, Spacious, Well appointed new construction 4bd/3.5 bath
3 story condominium with PRIVATE ELEVATOR, 2 CAR
GARAGE and a DEEP WATER DOCK SLIP TOO! ANASTASIA
ISLAND walk to all locations. A great home, Waterfront lifestyle,
and/or INVESTMENT vacation rental property!

For details on this and other available units
in the community, please call
Donna Wendler or Noelle Wendler.

... —41 DONNA WENDLER NOELLE WENDLER ¢/,

g BROKER OWNER REALTOR® i\

| (904) 669-3081
| Wendler22@yahoo.com
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noellewendler@gmail.com

4
(904) 660-1912 r*

the first two rounds with Woods in Los
Angeles earlier in the year.

Transporting seniors who still have life
and want to LIVE IT!!

ride

Our Dial-a-Ride program takes senior
and disabled adults anywhere they
wish to go in the Jacksonville
Beaches area from Mayport through
to Ponte Vedra Beach, including
Mayo and Cypress Village.
(Please call us three days
prior to your appointment.)

diaf

Beaches Gouncil on Aging

(904) 247-1477 Ext. 1

Please consider donating to help keep our
vehicles on the road and assist more seniors
in their goal to remain independent and in
their own homes. LEARN MORE AT:

www.beachescoa.org



http://www.beachescoa.org
mailto:noellewendler@gmail.com
mailto:Wendler22@yahoo.com
https://www.thestjohnsrealtygroup.com/

Get Your Life Back In Full Swing
with Regenerative Medicine

Conditions Commonly Treated Using

Platelet rich plasma (PRP) is a non-operative Non-Operative Regenerative Treatments:
treatment option that utilizes your body’s natural « Minor Soft Tissue Tears

ability to repair tissues or muscles that have « Tendon Injuries

been damaged. Schedule an appointment with « Muscle & Ligament Sprains

one of our specialists today. « Arthritis Pain & Cartilage Injuries

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED ACROSS NORTHEAST FLORIDA

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON

SOUTHEAST REGENERATIVE MEDICINE TREATMENTS,

ORTHOPEDIC SPECIALISTS \ VISIT US AT SE-ORTHO.COM
-7~ Outcomes by HOPCo OR CALL 904.634.0640



www.se-ortho.com

25 YEARS
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and Barbara Nicklaus (because he was the
only single guy on the team). Sutton asked
Nicklaus if he thought his record would be the
same if he were playing today, and Nicklaus
said no. He said there were only three or four
golfers who believed they could beat him
then. So, Nicklaus won a lot. Obviously, he
won a lot because he was exceptional, but he
was in the head of every other golfer.

Sutton said that translated to playing against
Tiger Woods, that a lot of people don’t believe
they can beat him.

“Some of it is put there. Some of it is self-
inflicted. Some of it is put there by you all.
And some of it is put there by Tiger’s own
doing. The guy plays great. I mean, he plays
the game at a level that few people have ever
known. But that system doesn’t mean he can’t
be beat,” Sutton concluded.

That week, Sutton, who still knew how to
play very good golf, reached into the wayback
machine and recreated some greatness.
Amazingly, it was right when Tiger Woods
was coming into the height of his powers.

(TRENIE

ZSUNSHIE STATE-

50 INSIDER’'S TOURNAMENT GUIDE 2025

LOOKING BACK

Tiger Woods at a past PLAYERS Championship

Woods won the week before THE PLAYERS
and had been on a roll, winning 10 of his
previous 16 tournaments, something this
generation of golfers and fans and media had
never seen.

As fate would have it, at the end of round
three, Sutton had a one-shot lead over Woods
and a two-shot lead over Tom Lehman. Then,
in the third round, the heavens opened up. It

synchrony

FINANCIAL

4

resEnTAL & convErch. RS
INSTALLATION REPAR

PONTE VEDRA FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE PGA TOUR

was lightning, thunder, torrential March rain,
all the usual suspects. Sutton and Woods were
on the 12th hole.

Up to that point in the round, Sutton hadn’t
missed a fairway and missed only one green.
Woods hadn’t birdied the par fives, giving his
opponent a three-shot advantage when play

25 YEARS CONTINUED ON PAGE 52 W

J.Donovan AC

QUALITY HVAC SERVICES

@ HVAC System Repair

@ HVAC System Installation
@ HVAC System Maintenance
@ Licensed & Insured

SCAN ME FOR
MORE INFO



www.jdonovanac.com

ST. AUGUSTINE
FOOD + WINE FESTIVAL

MAY 7 - 11, 2025

. “One of Florida’s Top 10 One of Florida’s Best Food

: - Food & Wine Festivals” and Wine Festivals”
USA Today Miami Herald

.

St. Augustine’s Most Delicious
Week of Food + Drink

Enjoy a variety of all-inclusive beverage and culinary
tasting events, featuring some of northeast Florida’s
best restaurants and a variety of wines, beers and
spirits. NEW VIP Lounge tickets this year - the not

to miss Spring event! TODAY K- zf

StAugustineFoodandWineFestival.com

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS! .
Al ST JOHNS 4 |ST. JOHNS COUNTY A ﬁ
¢S |CULTURAL COUNCIL Qg} TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL , %TOGLTJ%I\J,SETDIRN/E RT]HZECORD

ST. AUGUSTINE | PONTE VEDRA | FLORIDA'S HISTORIC COAST FLORIDA’S HISTORIC COAST®


www.StAugustineFoodandWineFestival.com

25 YEARS
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was called.

“If there’s any golf course you want to play
when you’re behind, it’s one like this,” Woods
said. That’s because anything can happen on
the back nine.

Sutton retained his three-shot lead until the
16th. That’s where he did not make birdie
and where Woods made eagle. Woods gave
maximum fist pumps. It could have shaken a
lesser man. Sutton was now leading by just
one.

But after it was over, Sutton said, “T knew it
wasn’t going to go without Tiger making his
charge. All I can say is I was planning on him
making that eagle putt.”

Ever the strategist, Sutton noted that it was
good because he wanted Woods to tee off
first on 17. Unfortunately, Sutton was 4 over
par for the week on that hole. Fortunately for
Sutton, they both parred it.

Sutton was one shot up with one hole to
play. Woods hit an iron off the tee, mainly

LOOKING BACK

“I was really shocked when he pulled out
his iron off that tee,” Sutton said.

“I think I am one of the best drivers in the
game, so | am going to play to my strength.
And I picked out those trees in the distance,
those real light-colored trees. I hit it right at
it,” he explained, adding that he needed an
advantage on the last hole.

His driver landed in the middle of the
fairway.

Then, his second shot, the 6-iron, is the one,
out of all four-and-a-half days of play that has
gone down in golf history.

When he struck it, he said, “Be the right
club ... Be the right club to-DAY!”

And of course it was.

One important footnote to the 2000
PLAYERS is that while Sutton didn’t become
the Next Nicklaus, perhaps Tiger Woods did.
In 2000, Woods didn’t win the PLAYERS
or the Masters, but he won the U.S. Open,
the British Open and the PGA. Then, the
following spring, he added another Masters.
That run is now considered the Tiger Slam.
But Woods also won the 2001 PLAYERS.

because a longer club was too much for his PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE PGATOUR  He’s the only one to do that in a 12-month
prodigious length. Hal Sutton at a past PLAYERS Championship span.

LYNDAS

AT THE OCEAN CLUB

Enjoy ocean front dining at its finest.

(904) 748-4300+ 3175 S Ponte Vedra Blvd, Ponte Vedra

OpenTable reservations are highly recommended.
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tel:19047484300

2359 S. Ponte Vedra Blvd. 2375 S Ponte Vedra Blvd. 740 Spinnakers Reach
Sold for $5,700,000 Sold for $3,500,000 Sold for $2,950,000

24648 Harbour View Dr. 1545 Harbour Club Dr. 58 Tahiti Cove, St. Johns
Sold for $2,589,000 Sold for $852,000 Sold for $845,000

52 S Nine Drive
Sold for $795,000

Janet Westling,
REALTOR®

904.813.1913 Cell
www.janetwestling.com 7/
Janet.Westling@bhhsnfr.com T £s ERVN :

© 2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are
registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

REALIOR'
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The new 165,000-square-foot PGA Tour Studios

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY THE PGA TOUR

PONTE VEDRA BECOMES
CENTER OF GOLF TV UNIVERSE

PGA Tour opens new
TV production building

BY KATHY BISSELL

If you’ve seen the new PGA Tour
headquarters building down the road from the
intersection of Palm Valley Road and A1A,
or for residents, across from the post office
and Walgreens, then you know that another
building has gone up next door. That’s the TV
production building, and it’s getting ready to
take over the golf television universe. Well,

a good part of it anyway. Cue the warning
music that goes dum-dum ... dum-dum ...
dum-dum ...

Since PGA Tour Productions — now PGA
Tour Studios — was opened in 1990, it has
gone through various stages of development
in programming capability to the point where
it now has everything it needs to handle
worldwide broadcasts. And more.

Initially, it was located in the third floor of
an office building on Route 1, just south of the
end of Butler Boulevard. (I know this because

54 INSIDER’S TOURNAMENT GUIDE 2025

I used to go there to produce a program called
“The Golf Show,” which was syndicated for
10 years on WGN and WOR and before that
was on Prime Network and Sunshine Network
and most of the sports channels across the
country.)

From there Productions moved to the World
Golf Village, to a 35,000-square-foot facility
next door to the former World Golf Hall of
Fame.

Now Productions has officially become
PGA Tour Studios, and it has its own huge,
165,000-square-foot facility with things most
people would not even believe possible.

To give you an idea of the size, the
TPC Sawgrass clubhouse is 77,000 square
feet, if that helps, and it has two floors, so
38,500 square feet each floor. This new TV
production building has three floors, which
means they are about 55,000 square feet
each. The Publix in Sawgrass Village is about
50,000 square feet, and that’s counting the
back part that we never see because it’s where
the food comes in and gets stored until it goes
onto the shelves. So, stack three Sawgrass
Publix on top of each other and that’s close to

the size of the Studios facility.

The new PGA Tour Studios building
includes eight production rooms, eight audio
control rooms and seven LED-outfitted
studios, including a 270-degree LED display
in Studio 1A. That means every place in that
room except where the cameras sit can be lit.

PGA Tour Studios is now creating the live
telecasts for the PGA Tour Champions events,
Korn Ferry tournaments and PGA TOUR
LIVE on ESPN +. Announcers will often
come to Ponte Vedra to voice the telecasts
instead of going to the site of the tournament,
which some of them have different feelings
about, but that’s just the reality of today.

In addition, PGA Tour Studios is creating
a number of new original programs like
“Scottie 24” and “Xander Embedded,” which
were shown on PGA Tour YouTube channel,
pgatour.com and PGA Tour social channels,
PlutoTV, Roku, Samsung TV Plus, Tubi and
XUMO.

“These two programs represent just the
beginning of the new and dynamic, original

GOLF TV CONTINUED ON PAGE 56 B



Discover the power of permanent makeup to enhance your E A S T C O A S T

natural beauty and simplifyyour daily routine. FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC
Book your consultation today and transform your look!

Stay In The Game
With Chiropractic

Eyeliner Brow e Microblading « Combo Brow ¢ Brow Color Correction ¢ e~
Ombre or Powder Brow © Henna Brow ¢ Brow Touchup ¢ Lip Blush o n I = i l u 27
Nanoneedle Microblading ¢ Tattoo Removal ¢ Vitiligo Camouflage

Stretchmark Revision/Camouflage © Acne Scar Camouflage » & much more! Sa ve $1 8 3 N ow !

Consult, x-rays,
gm(’ami adjustment, and a doctors report.

(904) 338-8011 (904) 217-0361

6000A Sawgrass Village Cir., Suite 6B, Ponte Vedra Beach
@ © © @beautyinkandbeyond eastcoastfamilychiropractic.com

Do your days nurture your happiness? Does anyone tend to your
wellbeing? This spring, plant yourself at Windsor Pointe, where new
friends, new hobbies, and new experiences grow daily into a happier,
healthier, more vibrant way of living. Independence, dignity, purpose -
with friends. It's your time to bloom.

Come on a private tour and a chef-prepared lunch.

Call us to schedule a visit at 904-490-6300

or visit us online at WindsorPointeJAX.com

INDEPENDENT LIVING [~
4060

blo Pk
Windsor Pointe Jacksomic bt 3232
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The new facility has studios where TV shows can be broadcast.

GOLF TV
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content that we plan to deliver to our fans in
the years to come through the new PGA Tour
Studios,” said Michael Riceman, PGA Tour

senior vice president, content and production.

Six more similar programs are planned.

“Every new technology and forward-
thinking innovation we introduce is about
serving our fans and meeting them where
they are, and the creative capabilities of PGA
Tour Studios will help us further that mission

while showcasing the beauty of our sport,”
Commissioner Jay Monahan said.

At THE PLAYERS, a new World Feed of
PGA Tour telecasts will debut. It is kind of
like the telecast of the British Open that we
used to receive from the BBC decades ago
and we have lately gotten from Sky Sports.
Our network would receive it and might add
some additional shots of U.S. players that the
Brits and the rest of the world didn’t care so
much about seeing.

But the PGA Tour Studios World Feed
will have the ability to focus on both the
tournament leaders as well as the players

Marital and Family Law - Estates, Trusts & Probate

Litigation and Mediation

904.280.8770

The Law Office of
Suzanne Worrall Green, PA

INTEGRITY. COMPASSION.
RESULTS.

your goals

105-B Solana Rd - Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

www.SuzanneWGreenLaw.com

Personalized financial
advice to help achieve

Behind the scenes, there’s a lot to keep track of.

from each of more than between 150 and

200 countries that carry golf telecasts. They
will be able to custom-create each broadcast
for each country with country specific and
correct-language-speaking announcers.

That, folks, is an unbelievable achievement.
Somebody’s going to have a headache making
it work that week, for sure.

They do this by having cameras on a
majority if not all players. If you’ve ever tried
the every-player, every-shot live offering that
the PGA Tour created in the past for THE

GOLF TV CONTINUED ON PAGE 58
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One of the broadcast studios.
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Don’t let pain keep you out of the game.

Hi! 'm Lesley Brawn

Being a REALTOR® is My Longtime Dream Gome True

Nothing is more important than the trust my clients place in me to achieve
their real estate goals. Perseverance, loyalty, practicality and attention to
detail ensures that my clients benefit from my commitment to bringing
purpose, dedication, advocacy and diligence to every transaction. Whether
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bring data-driven precision and strategic savvy to the table.

Data-Backed Pricing, Targeted Marketing, Negotiation Experise

For SELLERS, your property isn't just listed; it’s strategically positioned in the
market for maximum impact. | analyze market data to pinpoint the optimal
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Tiger Woods visits the new PGA Tour Studios.

GOLF TV
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PLAYERS, that’s what everyone would
have as the base for the program. Then
what happens is, for example, some shots of
U.S. players are dropped out of the telecast
that’s going to perhaps Japan, and several
Japanese players are shown instead. And
while they are shown, Japanese announcers,
who are voicing the telecast to Japan, talk
about the Japanese players and the shots
they are making. So, it’s golf, tailored to the
country, to the language. Then, they revert
to the main telecast when they want to. If

they want all Hideki Matsuyama all the time,

they can have it. That’s what World Feed
will eventually become, and the World Feed
programming at THE PLAYERS is the first
step.

It’s all made possible in part due the
combination of the new Studios building
and the addition of what is called PGA
Tour Fleet, a group of nine state-of-the-
art production trucks that debuted at the
Farmers Insurance Open in January. A
production truck is like a studio on wheels.
All the cameras are connected to it, either

Touring the facility
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Detail of a control board

wirelessly or by wire. All the audio from the
announcers runs through it, and directors
give instructions on what camera shots to use
from it. Graphics run through it, too. There
might be 25 or 30 or 40 cameras to choose
from at one time, with, in the every-player,
every-shot version, the ability to capture
action from up to 144 cameras or live feeds
from locations of tournaments.

And while sometimes there’s important
action at two or three locations at once —
that’s when you rely on the guys and gals
in the tape truck — and believe it or not,
sometimes there’s nothing but guys walking
down the fairway or off the tee and nobody
hitting a shot. And you’ll probably still see
the same shots of squirrels and ducks.
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Now, somehow, they have the capability to
stick shot tracers on all the shots. Personally,
I love that. It’s my all-time favorite feature
of golf telecasts ever. There’s even a new one
where the tracer path is like a ribbon, and
you can fly over the top of it. Love inventive
electronics.

The PGA Tour Fleet is a collaboration
between the Tour and CBS/Paramount+,
NBC/Golf Channel/Peacock and ESPN+. It
is the production center for seven live shows,
including the network broadcast, four PGA
TOUR LIVE streams on ESPN+ and two
live streams for IMG Arena.

After the debut of the World Feed at THE
PLAYERS, there will be a World Feed for all
the rest of the tournaments in 2025.

Coming in 2026, PGA Tour Radio moves
in. In addition, PGA Tour Studios will
house Pro Shop, the PGA Tour’s partner
in Hollywood dedicated to creating what
they call “premium content.” Think of this,
perhaps, as like the Netflix golf series “Full
Swing.”

So, there’s more happening by the post
office and Walgreens than you ever imagined.
In fact, Ponte Vedra has just become the
center of the golf television universe.
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Key developments in the history of the PGA Tour are displayed on walls within
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It's more than just a place. It's where memories are made and where we all begin.

It’s also the most significant financial investment most people will ever make.
That’s why it’s very important to work with someone you can trust.

Nearly 30 years in real estate, including 15 years as a real estate paralegal and more than 14 years as a Realtor,
has provided me the experience, knowledge and skillset needed to provide the highest level of service and
professionalism to my clients, truly advocating for their best interests. Whether you're a first time homebuyer,
an owner looking to move up, relocate, or downsize, or ready to purchase a vacation/second home, my job is
to help you achieve thoseﬂg@ams and goals,both now and long into the future. Truly, your FOREVER Agent.

- Cheryl Dolan PA
: Realtor, GRI
BERKSHIRE (305) 509-1396
. HATHAWAY CherylDolanRealtor.com

HOMESERVICES
333 Village Main Street Suite 670
FLORlDA NETWORK Ponte Vedra Beach FL

rREaLTorR REALTY Office (904) 285-1800

© 2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended
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Our Services:
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Fenetex Motorized Screen Installation
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904-923-3544
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GreenCove Springs, & FL areas.
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HONEY,

| SHRUNK THE
TOUR

Fewer guaranteed
places on PGA
Tour starting

2026

BY KATHY BISSELL

It has always been hard to
get a PGA Tour card. There are
successful players who have gone
through numerous Q-schools
trying to score well enough to
get a playing card. The record
for Q-School failures probably
belongs to Mac O’Grady who
did not qualify for the PGA Tour
16 times from 1971 through
1981, sometimes going through
two PGA Tour Q-Schools in
the same year. Finally, in 1982,
he succeeded. Even Mark
McCumber, PLAYERS champ
in 1988, failed seven Q-schools
before finally earning the right
to play. The same thing happens
every year. Some succeed and
some don’t.

Starting in 2026 there’s a new
measuring stick for who does and
who doesn’t get to play in PGA
Tour events.

If you’re new to golf, you
might not even know that certain
players are guaranteed a spot
in, for instance, The Sony Open
or the Cognizant Classic in The
Palm Beaches (formerly The
Honda Classic), or The American
Express (a long time ago called
The Bob Hope) to name just
three early in the season.

Since 1983, the number on
this guaranteed list of players has
been 125. It’s actually called the
“exempt” list. What it means in
normal language is that this year,

the top 125 players in FedEx
points from 2024 could enter any
regular PGA Tour event in 2025.
Guaranteed. They are exempt
from pre-tournament qualifying
events. They can walk right in.
The exempt list does not
include the Masters, the PGA, the
U.S. Open or the British Open,
all of which have their own rules
for who can play. It also does not
include special events like the
signature events, which have had
fewer players, but it does include
the rest of the tournaments on the
golf calendar in the United States
and some outside the U.S. that
are still PGA Tour-sanctioned.
The idea of an exempt list has
been around for a long time, but
the number of players has varied
widely. Back in the dark ages of
the late 1970s and early 1980s,
the exempt list was the top 60. I
remember talking to players in
the mid-1980s who said about
their careers before the exempt
Tour that they had always been in
the top 60, meaning they always
had a place to play and compete.
As you probably know, there
are more than 60 golfers in any
regular PGA Tour event these
days. It’s usually 144 or 156,
depending on daylight. But
what you might not know is,
historically, just because golfers
enter an event, it doesn’t mean
they are going to get paid.
Roughly half the field goes home
with no money. That’s still true
today, even if his name is Tiger
Woods or Scottie Scheffler or
Rory Mcllroy or Jordan Spieth.
It has been that way since the
PGA Tour was created, and that
was a custom taken from what

TOUR CONTINUED ON PAGE 62 ®
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Mission House:
The Only Homeless Day Facility at the Beaches

At Mission House, we believe that everyone deserves a chance to rebuild their lives with
dignity and hope. As the only homeless day facility at the Beaches, we provide essential
care and support to individuals experiencing homelessness in our community. From hot
meals and showers to medical care and case management, our goal is to help each person on
their journey toward stability and self-sufficiency. With the support of dedicated volunteers
and generous donors, we offer a safe space where individuals can access the resources they
need to regain their independence.

Crisis Care What We Do
Service Hours o Provide hot meals, showers, and clean clothing
Monday - Friday: o Offer medical care through our on-site clinic
10AM—1PM o Assist with case management, employment resources, and
Lunch & Shower Services housing support
4PM-7PM  Connect clients with essential services to regain stability
Dinner & Shower Services How You Can Help
Monday - Thursday: o Volunteer - Serve meals, assist in our clothing closet, or help
Intake & Case with administrative tasks
Management Services  Donate - Every dollar helps provide food, medical care, and
begin at 10 AM & 4 PM vital resources
Saturday & Sunday: e Join One of Our Fundraisers — Support Mission House
10AM—1PM by participating in the Paddles for a Purpose Pickleball
Lunch & Shower Services Tournament in April or the Grazie Gala in October

Make a Difference Today
Every meal served, every medical visit provided, and every act of kindness brings us one step
closer to ending homelessness in our community. Your support —whether through volunteering,
donating, or attending a fundraiser —creates real change for those who need it most.
Together, we can restore dignity, hope, and stability to the lives of individuals in need.

Scan the QR code to
donate and be part of the
solution today!

- Mission House
Compassion by the Sea
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existed before the PGA Tour was officially an
organization. The PGA Tour, after all, began
as an offshoot of the PGA of America, the
people who have traditionally run golf courses
across the country. It was begun in 1968, and
it has to be called a roaring success.

Back to tournaments. To fill the rest of the
field after the top 60, there might have been
120 players competing for another 40 or 50 or
60 or more spots in that week’s tournament.
The number differed, but the situation was the
same. They had to play a one-day tournament,
and a certain number of players, based on
the best scores, were added to the top 60 to
play in that week’s event. It was not only dog
eat dog. It was dog eat dog, cat, birds, bread
crusts and anything that was in the way of
getting into an event.

As Al Barkow’s “History of The PGA
Tour” explained, if a player qualified for that
week’s tournament on Monday, he knew
where he would be, at least until Friday. He
would play two rounds. If he didn’t make
the half-way “cut,” then he had to go to the
next Monday qualifying and try again. These

A

Monday qualifiers were called Rabbits.
Qualifying every week was expensive
and frustrating, running around the country
not knowing when you’ll have success. To

explain how big the issue was, Gary McCord,

who most people know from his time as
an announcer at CBS, for a while lived out
of a storage unit in Southern California,
presumably to save money and because he
was always on the road trying to qualify.

J ‘,
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It was McCord who proposed the all-
exempt Tour. He did it, according to a story
on golf.com, because he was at a qualifier
at Doral and saw Miller Barber, who had 11
PGA Tour wins at that time, and Don January,
who had won 10 times including a PGA
Championship, both qualifying. McCord
looked through the names and did some

TOUR CONTINUED ON PAGE 64 ®
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quick math and realized there were golfers
with a total of 54 tournament wins who were
qualifying. He decided the system was nuts,
although he didn’t say it that way. He decided
to do something about it.

So, at a tournament in Tallahassee that was
being held opposite the official PGA Tour
event that week, he thought he’d get a few of
the guys together and talk with them about it.

In that same article, he explained that he
first wanted to get support from guys who
were not in the regular tournament that week,
guys who were probably going to get kicked
off the Tour for the next season because they
weren’t top 60.

He rented a conference room in the hotel
where he and the others in the opposite field
event were staying and got the word out and
figured maybe he’d get 20 to 30 guys, but
105 showed up. He explained his idea. He
wanted to expand the exempt list to 125 and
told them he probably needed another 50
to go to the Tour to tell the organizing body
what the players needed. He got 80 more. It
was more than a majority of the players who

participated on the Tour. So, he went to the
governing body. Needless to say, he got a call
from then-commissioner Deane Beman.

Beman was already considering changes,
although not quite what McCord had in mind.
Regardless, the commissioner asked McCord
to attend the next board meeting and present
his concept. And the board went for it, for a
125-man “exempt” or guaranteed spot on the
PGA Tour, which was more than double what
it had been.

So, in 2026, that guaranteed number that
McCord came up with in 1982 will shrink to
100. And 25 golfers are out of luck.

Now there are some exceptions to this.
Someone who has won a Tour event gets an
automatic exemption for two more seasons
after his victory. That means, for instance,
that Thomas Detry, who won the first week
of February, doesn’t have to worry about his
status on the PGA Tour until the end of 2027.
If he finishes 130th in FedEx points at the
end of this year, he is still guaranteed a spot
in regular Tour events. But he better be in the
top 100 at the end of 2027, or win another
tournament, so that he can continue to play.

As you can imagine, there has been much
complaining began by those who were 101

Regardless, there are still plenty of ways
to get into an event, even with the change
in exempt player numbers. Usual PGA Tour
fields are between 144 and 156 now, and that
means tournaments still have to find another
44 to 56 players for regular Tour events. In
addition, all 100 exempt players typically
don’t show up at every event. So, there will
be room for more players. Some of the field
will continue to come from categories like
Past Champions or Major winners in the last
five years. Some of the rest may come from
Monday qualifying, which has now morphed
into Friday pre-qualifying for Monday
qualifying. Others will be sponsor picks and
SO on.

So, while there are big changes coming next
year, while the guaranteed player pool shrinks,
that change may actually open up a chance for
more non-exempt or non-guaranteed guys to
get a shot at playing. We won’t really know
how it works until it happens, but there’s
definitely going to be a catfight for those
remaining spots. In addition, at the end of the
year, in the fall events, people will really be
clawing their way up the points list trying as
best as they can to earn enough points to play
another season. Somebody may play in every
event to try to gain enough points for 2027.
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Galloway Law Firm
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Helping our clients with immigration law,
family law, and litigation since 2017.

At the Galloway Law Firm of Ponte Vedra Beach, PLLC, our Voted the
T . . . . . BEST Immigration

mission is to assist our clients to achieve their legal goals in Attorney
immigration law, family law, and litigation by providing at the Beach!

honest, reliable, and affordable legal representation in Ponte
Vedra Beach, Jacksonville, and St. Augustine Beach.
Immigration Law
Family Law ¢ Personal Injury
Business Law ¢ Estate Planning

James Austin Galloway, Esq.
Member, Florida Bar
Member, Texas Bar

American Immigration Lawyers Assoc.
Jacksonville Bar Assoc.
St. Johns Bar Assoc.

For a complimentary consultation by phone
or office apointment, call (904) 708-7353.

822 A1A N., Ste 310, Ponte Vedra

Located at the Ponte Vedra Center and adjacent to the Marriott at Sawgrass Resort
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LOOKING BACK

20 YEARS AGO:
FUNK BECAME OLDEST PLAYERS WINNER

BY KATHY BISSELL

Fred Funk was no phenom. He didn’t make
it to the PGA Tour until he was 33, but give
the man credit for persistence. At age 48, he
became the oldest winner of THE PLAYERS.

“I felt kind of like Herbie the Volkswagen,
The Love Bug, because I’'m just out there just
hitting my little pea shooters, and the bombers
are going 40 by me,” he said about the week
that would define the highlight of his long
career in professional golf.

The Times-Union’s Garry Smits called the
2005 PLAYERS a “Monday Marathon,” and
he wasn’t wrong. Funk played 32 holes that
day.

Because of the weather delays on
Saturday and Sunday, the third round was
not completed until about 12:30 p.m. on
Monday. In order to finish the tournament in
an expedited fashion, the groups from round

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE PGA TOUR
Fred Funk

three also played round four together. Funk
was not in the final group.

In addition, he started the day four shots
behind Luke Donald who was leading at the
time. He was followed by Joe Durant, Tim
Herron and Zach Johnson, who would go on

to win the Masters in 2007.

The wind was up, with gusts to 35 mph.
Sand, reportedly, was being blown out of the
bunkers. It wasn’t a great day for golf, but
someone would win by sunset on Monday.
Funk played the last two rounds with Vaughn
Taylor and Adam Scott, two long hitters.

“Adam can bomb, and Vaughn can take it
right with him,” Funk said after the victory. “I
tried not to let that bother me, because I knew
it was more important to be in the fairway.”

Funk birdied the 16th hole to take the lead.
He nearly lost it on the 17th.

“You can hit a good shot and end up in the
water. You can bail out left, you think, or you
just don’t know what the ball is going to do,
because the wind was blowing so hard,” he
said at the time. “I was trying to put as good
a swing as [ could put on it. I aimed it at the

20 YEARS CONTINUED ON PAGE 72 W
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LAB DIAMONDS NOW IN STOCK

WITH UNBELIEVEABLE PRICES
3 CARAT Diamond SOLITARE RING - VS AND COLORLESS
Less than $4000 and comes with an IGI Diamond Grading Report

Unique jewelry, vintage and antique, new arrivals weekly.
Estate Jewelry is full of exciting surprises. There is always something unexpected to find.
ESTATE JEWELRY ¢ NEW JEWELRY ¢ BRIDAL « WATCHES * CUSTOM

MANDARIN E JACKSONVILLE BEACH
9825 San Jose Blvd #40 s In? 3988 3rd Street South
904-268-7975 WELERS 904-280-7700

HOURS
Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

Family Jewelers Since 1972

Shop online at esplingjewelers.com

Whene Spert Jonvice T eats
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ORAL & FACIAL SURGERY

Tyler M. Wahl DMD, MD
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeon

@ www.NFOFS.com

@ 904-280-4006

115 Professional Dr. Suite 105
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

pUSSERS.

&.\'2) BAR AND GRILLE

PONTE VEDRA BEACH

TPC'S 19TH HOLE STARTS AT PUSSER'S!
OYOUR PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP HEADQUARTERS O

LIVE MUSIC | SIGNATURE COCKTAILS | GREAT FOOD | LAKEFRONT VIEWS
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' ORDER
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(904) 280-7766 | PUSSERSPVB.COM
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Let's Grow Your
Rusiness Together!

MORE THAN DESIGN
PRINT

I" BOOKS
MAIL

PRINTING.com | SIGNS

Use Promo Code

MTI-PV25

for 10% Off
Your First Order?*

Visit us online today
to see our full line-up
of products and services. .

Proudly serving business ;_
just like yours for
more than 20 years.

904-215-1086

team@morethanink.com

7224 Golden Wings Road,
Jacksonville, FL 32244

*Promotional code valid for online checkout only.
Maximum discount of $100. Valid through 8/31/25,
limited 1 use per client account.
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LOOKING BACK

10 YEARS AGO:
FOWLER'S BIGGEST VICTORY

BY KATHY BISSELL

Rickie Fowler’s sudden death victory at
THE PLAYERS in 2015 was, as Snoop Dogg
says in one of his T-Mobile commercials,
“like peanut butter on jelly on gold.”

It was exceptional and unexpected. Not
that Fowler can’t play, but that week, he had
not threatened the leaderboard until after the
12th hole on Sunday. He was, by his own
admission, out of the tournament until then.
Even his family agreed because his mother
and sister left for the airport around 4 p.m.
while Fowler was still on the course. His
caddie at the time, Joe Skovron, stayed in
touch with them via text. When Rickie made
his charge, they turned around and came back,
his sister driving.

After winning, Fowler was asked if he was
worried about his sister behind the wheel, he
gave an answer few could top.
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“She can handle herself behind the wheel.
We grew up riding and racing dirt bikes,”
Fowler quipped.

That dirt bike racing is probably where
Fowler gets his gutsy play. He just hits
fearless shots when he has to. Nothing
demonstrated it more than his last four holes
and the playoff at the 2015 PLAYERS.

During the final round, in his mind, the
turning point came when he was able to make
par out of the bunker on the 12th. Then he
birdied the demanding par 3, 13th. He wasn’t
done, either. He continued to make up shots
on the field.

“I made the birdie on 15,” he recalled. “I
hadn’t played 16 particularly well.”

But this time, he did.

“I was trying to aim kind of left side of the
green and let it drift into the middle,” he said
about the second shot. “It was 3-wood, and I
think we had 243 hole or so. The ball was a

See the clinical trials at
Cereset.com/research

little above my feet. I was just going to hit a
choked-down 3-wood.”

He said he had a similar shot at the 8th hole,
which is a par 3.

“I started a little right of where I wanted to
but had a good tight flight and held its line,”
he recalled.

It held its line well enough that Fowler was
able to drop a putt for an eagle. That’s when
he said he felt like he had a chance to win the
tournament.

“So 17, regulation, I had perfect numbers
there for kind of a choked-down gap wedge,”
he explained.

“I’ve played the hole well, so just picked a
line a little bit left of the target or left of the
pin and hit a perfect shot, hit it right where I
was looking. And I knew the putt there.”

The reason he knew it was that he made a

10 YEARS CONTINUED ON PAGE 70 B
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putt from that spot in 2012. He knew it would
start to break left.

“And then, where my putt was, it actually
goes back right. So, I felt confident with that,”
he added.

When he made the putt of course the crowd
went nuts.

The 18th, Fowler said, is the hardest driving
hole on the course.

“I really couldn’t have hit one better, both
in regulation and in the playoff,” he noted.

After he finished, he had to wait for the
rest of the players to come in. He went to the
range to hit balls and stay loose.

Fowler had finished the last six holes birdie-
par-birdie-eagle-birdie-birdie. What a run.

Then, Sergio Garcia and Kevin Kisner tied
him at 12-under par, which meant there would
be the first three-hole, aggregate playoff ever
at THE PLAYERS.

Well, naturally, this being THE PLAYERS,
the aggregate playoff didn’t produce a winner.
However, Garcia was eliminated. Now there
were two.

®
Cypress Village

Explore. Discover. Celebrate.
Life at Cypress Village!

Independent Living
Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
Skilled Nursing
On-Site Rehab

904-807-6190
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LOOKING BACK

Rickie Fowler

Kisner and Fowler went to sudden death
starting at, you guessed it, the 17th.

“I had a great number there on 17,” Fowler
admitted. “T was able to just hit a choke down
gap wedge, and it played a little longer in the
playof the two times, but just had a good
number, [’ve always liked playing 17, it’s
been good to me.”

Kisner also had a birdie attempt, but his

<

ville FL 32224 » cypressvi'llageretirement. com
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missed, and Fowler poured in his putt to seal
the victory.

According to Laura Neal, who was
handling press room interviews that day, no
one had ever played TPC Sawgrass’ last four
holes in 11 strokes. No one but Fowler. His
finish was 3-3-2-3.

And he was the 2015 PLAYERS champ.
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Suzanne Sells the Fleust Coast

With over 20 years of experience and an in-depth understanding of
today’s market, | can help you achieve your real estate goals.

3 .
23 Lagoon Course Avenue
Ponte Vedra Beach
4BD|4.5BA| 3,232 SF
Golf Course views of the Ponte Vedra Inn
& Club Lagoon Course. Large Windows,
High Ceilings, Open Floor Plan. Wide
plank driftwood floors throughout. Master
bedroom on main level with
French doors leading to private patio.
Private laundry & sink on the first floor.
Light-filled family room on the 2nd floor.
Large park-like, beautifully landscaped
backyard with irrigation system on private
well and easy access to JTB. Home has a 2
car garage, a paved driveway, and a whole

101 Montur Driv
Ponte Vedra Beach
4BD|4.5BA| 3,684 SF

Priced below appraisal! Block construction,
3 bedrooms + XL flex room, located in a
gated community. Tile roof with 10.5 ft

ceilings. Updated in 2023 with over $250K in
renovations. New LVP flooring throughout,
hardwood in office/bar. Fully updated
kitchen with 10" quartz island. All bedrooms
have ensuites with granite or quartz
counters. Newly resurfaced saltwater pool
with new heater, pool screen and travertine
deck. Professionally landscaped, fenced
yard. 2 new ACs, tankless water hearter &

0- OFF

YOUR ENTIRE ORDER

home generator.
Offered for $2,395,000

whole home generator.
Offered for $1,689,000

REDEEMABLE ONLY AT:

RITA’S OF PONTE VEDRA
840 ATA NORTH

Expires 4/30/25. Valid at participating Rita’s locations. Coupon not valid with any
other offer. Limit one offer per transaction. Not valid at carts, special venues, online
orders, catering orders, or 3rd party delivery orders. Not for resale. ©2025 RITA'S
FRANCHISE COMPANY, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

SUZANNE STEPHENS
Consistently a Top 5 Producer

904.333.8843

smstephens@pvclubrealty.com

Ponte VedraClub

RLEA LT Y

Board Certified Legal Services

Board Certified Criminal Trial Law, Peer Reviewed Excellence

REPRESENTATION YOU CAN TRUST

Our goal is to provide all of our clients with the highest quahity
of legal representation and the best defense under the law.

If you are facing charges, have been contacted by law enforcement
or need legal advice please call:

(904) 396-3335

1830 Atlantic Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32207
mitch@jacksonvilledefense.com

AATED Y

Super Lawyers'
Martindale-Hubbell

PREEMINENT‘

Level

Mitchell A_ Stone
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www.JacksonvilleDefense.com
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camera tower behind the green,

which is dead center of the green,

I hit a really solid 7 iron, it went
higher than I wanted but started
cutting to the right. I thought it
was going to be close.”

He ended up three-putting the
17th for bogey. When Funk’s
second shot at the 18th found the
greenside bunker, he was upset.
When he hit it out to five feet,
he was relieved. When he made
the putt for par, he was elated,
screaming, “Yes!” He was still
one shot ahead of the field. A
number that held.

The three who could not
conquer Fred Funk in 2005 were
Luke Donald, Tom Lehman and
Scott Verplank.

“I always will cherish this win
here,” Funk said.

The oldest winner played
14 holes on Monday morning

followed by 18 holes Monday
afternoon. He posted a 71 in for
the fourth round on a day when
the field average was 76.512.

“We finally had beautiful blue
skies. Bright, you know, just
a really beautiful day,” Funk
recalled of the Monday. “But the
wind. You look at the trees and
the winds are blowing the trees
halfway over. And we had 30-35
mph sustained winds and 42 mph
gusts that day and it was just
one of those days, like, oh c--p.

I gotta go play this course and
these conditions are going to be
brutal.”

When told he was going to
have a five-year exemption for
the victory, he asked, “What am
I going to do with that?” In just
two years he would age up to the
PGA Tour Champions circuit. But
it also gave him the ability to play
PGA Tour events if he wanted to.
It also exempted him into majors,
if he wanted to play them.

Morgan Stan(ey

COMCAS
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CHARITIES OF THE DAY

To help raise the profile of local organizations during tour-
nament week, THE PLAYERS showcases a different charity as
“Charity of the Day” each day of Championship week, Tuesday
through Sunday.

* Tuesday, March 11: FIVE Star Veterans Center

* Wednesday, March 12: Community Hospice Foundation

* Thursday, March 13: First Tee — North Florida

* Friday, March 14: Wounded Warrior Project

* Saturday, March 15: Jacksonville Humane Society

* Sunday, March 16: MaliVai Washington Youth Foundation

FIRST COAST

Heart &Vascular

CENTER

At First Coast Heart & Vascular Center, we believe that
patient-centered care begins with a commitment to
delivering the most advanced treatments. As Northeast

Florida’s premier cardiovascular medicine providers, we

pride ourselves on providing innovative,

evidence-based care using the latest technologies —
giving you peace of mind knowing that your heart is in

the most capable hands.

Call to schedule an appointment today at one of our

8 convenient locations.
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A Community of Healing Offering a Place
of Compassion and Camaraderie

Zach

Zach is a U.S. Army Veteran who spent time at Gabriel House
caring for his father, also an Army Veteran, who passed away
while waiting for a heart transplant. As an organ donor, his father’s
legacy lives on through the lives he saved.

Gabriel House is deeply grateful, not only for Zach and his father

for their military service, but also for all veterans that stay there.

The Briggs Veteran’s Fund was set up in their honor to assist with
paying for a part of each veteran’s stay.

v

GABRIEL

A Community of Healing™

4599 Worrall Way « Jacksonville, FL 32224
(904) 821-8995
Learn more at gabrielhouseofcare.org

“Professional Quality
at the Best Price”

&

Voted Best
Roofing Company
at the Beach!

Call Today For A Free Reroof or Repair Estimate!

904-223-6068

eInsurance Claims «Roof Maintenance «Leak Detection Specialist
«Roofing «Chimney Repairs «Free re-roof estimate
«Roof Repairs «Chimney Cap Replacement  eFree repair estimate

=

904.223.6068 1 @)

g oo/
CHECK OUT OUR
REVIEWS ON GOOGLE!

KandDRoofing.com

CCC1325852 | CBC1258249

Can | afford
to retire?

What if property
taxes go up?

When should | take
Social Security?

What if the
market goes

What if | live down?

a long time?

How long will my
® money last?

Retirement have you
stumped? Let’s solve
it together.

Get a secure plan tailored to your
needs, wants and what-ifs. Contact
us today for a free consultation.

Stratton &
Company

Retirement Planning | Financial Strategies

Investment Management

904-425-0943 RetirementTeam.com

Materials offered by Stratton & Company provide general information on the
subjects covered. Not intended to provide specific financial, legal or tax advice.
Investment advisory services offered by duly registered individuals through
CreativeOne Wealth, LLC a Registered Investment Adviser. CreativeOne Wealth,
LLC and Stratton & Company are unaffiliated entities. Insurance and annuities
offered by duly licensed agents. We do not give legal or tax advice, you are
encouraged to consult your tax advisor or attorney. By contacting us or attending
events, you may be offered a meeting to discuss how investment and/or
insurance services may meet your retirement needs.

SERVING RETIREES FOR OVER 22 YEARS
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WHo WL PAYERS?
SOPHIE TELLS ALL

BY KATHY BISSELL furnace/AC unit is getting whiplash going from thing, which for decades was a no-no in golf.
heating to cooling and my fingernails are getting ~ Now it’s not. What’s a woman to do?

It’s time for THE PLAYERS again. Can’t damaged from all the typing required to write That’s why I always consult the Cracked
believe it’s been another year since Scottie about THE PLAYERS. Yeah, if that’s all, you Crystal Ball. I"ve decided after all these years to
Scheffler won his second one. Meanwhile, wish you had my problems. Did I mention the give her a name: Sophie, after the stage name
my plants died with the frost in late January, Dollar weed? of the “star” of “Funny Woman” on PBS. She
something that hasn’t happened for years. And OK, OK. By now you know that was all a seems to be cracking up audiences right and left,
my grass turned mostly brown, something else I diversion to keep from picking a winner of this at least when she’s not getting booted from the
haven’t seen for quite some time. (So much for year’s PLAYERS, something that is a horrible network, so it’s a match.
global warming!) In addition, my back seems task. People who write about golf are not Sophie, or Barbara — her real character
to require Tylenol Extra Strength and anything supposed to have favorites for anything, so that
else I can come up with to keep it in line. My makes it extra difficult. Then there’s the betting PREDICTION CONTINUED ON PAGE 76 B

St. Augustine! The Ocean' The Reef!

Enjoy ocean views
from every table.

Expanded
Outdoor Seating

Serving Lunch
& Dinner

Live Music
Friday
& Saturday

Fresh Fish,
Seafood, Steaks
& So Much More

Voted BEST
HAPPY HOUR and
BEST BRUNCH in

St. Augustine

The Atlantic Ocean! A constant view that never looks the same! The
Reef is one of the few remaining truly oceanfront
restaurants in Northeast Florida. Unrivaled views, Great food
and wine. Just 20 minutes South of Ponte Vedra on A1A.

4100 Coastal Highway A1A North ¢ (904) 824-8008 www.thereefstaugustine.com
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STARLING Fiduciary Asset

Starling operates four vibrant senior living communities in the

greater Jacksonville area. Our residents enjoy personalized care, M an age m e nt
enriching activities, and a warm community. We'd love to talk =

Standfast

Asset Management

with you about calling one of our Starling communities home!

Scott A. Grant
(904) 285-2130

STARLING

O (904) 478-9808

ALF#:12734

STARLING
Assisted Living & Memory Care

e (904) 395-5996

ALF#:13109

STARLING
Independent Living

(904) 834-4394

STARLING
@ (904)337-6350

ALF#:12887

Come visit us at www.StarlingLiving.com

teHete
WE ARE
ZISSER FRAZIER FAMILY LAW

As dedicated family law Whether you are going

attorney's, we understand through a divorce, dealing 2 seEE
the emotional challenges ~ With child custody matters, © upe sum g

. . )
that accompany family or seeking support in matters -
of adoption or domestic

law issues, and we are

violence, we are here to
protect your rights and
advocate for the best
interests of your family. Call

here to provide the
support and guidance you
need during this difficult
time. You can trust us to

us today.
listen to your concerns, Attorneys and Partners,
answer your questions, ‘
. . Jonatthan Ziddec
and provide you with the
and Sara Glrazion

reassurance you need to
make informed decisions
for your family's future.

904.353.3222
www.zisserfrazierfamilylaw.com
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name — has moxie and so does the Crystal
Ball, Crack and all. So, I'm going to ask her
everything until she complains and does a twirl
and hides.

Well, first of all, she’s distressed because
Rickie Fowler hasn’t won THE PLAYERS
a second time. She was NOT upset with his
all-Camo outfit a few weeks ago because she
knows, as does Rickie, that there are a ton of
golfers out there who are also outdoorsmen and
women. Just ask Steve Stricker. Every fall, he
disappears into a tree or climbs up a tree or tree
house somewhere in Wisconsin and hunts. He
does it the old-fashioned way, with bow and
arrow. If he gets something, he gives it away to
a food bank organization.

Personally, you would never catch me up a
tree with a bow and arrow. I’d be awful at it.
And what if a bear showed up? Then what?

I saw my life’s full of bears when I went to
Alaska with my mother. They were everywhere.
Not as prolific as moose. The state is completely
littered with moose or mooses or meese, take
your pick. There was the lone wolf, and you can
have all of those you want; I’'m happy to leave

them in Denali National Park. (Has anybody
changed the name of that yet? Just asking.)

I passed Sophie a note asking about this
year’s PLAYERS. Now that she warmed up
thinking about Rickie, I only have to flash
something orange at her to get an answer.

Ah, a missive from Sophie. While we’d all
like for super-history to be made and have it
be Scottie Scheffler for a third time, she says it
doesn’t seem to be in the cards. Scottie had that
ravioli injury and lost time from the pre-season
preparation that he likes to do. He’s probably
a month behind where he wants to be because
he couldn’t hold or hit a club for several weeks.
She says we have to give him another month to
get back in his groove. Maybe just in time for
the Masters. He was OK at the WM Phoenix
Open and the AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am and
actually had a chance at the Genesis, but they
all slipped away from him. He probably needs
a little more practice so his laser-like shots are
on target. Maybe April, May, he should be
back in the center of the bullseye range. It could
be perfect timing for the Masters or the PGA
Championship, but he’s going to have to wrestle
Rory Mcllroy for that one. Quail Hollow is
where Mcllroy won for the first time in the U.S.
He loves Quail Hollow.

Speaking of Mcllroy, his drives have been

a thing of beauty lately, Sophie notes. And

she likes the spring in his step. The driver is
his favorite club, Sophie thinks, and if he can
continue to improve that accuracy, he would
be hard to beat anywhere. Unfortunately,
unless he’s picking one or two holes at THE
PLAYERS, it’s not going to do him much
good because he hits it so far, he’s not going to
use many drivers. Hopefully he’s as accurate
with his 3-wood as with driver. He’s really
hard to beat anyway. And now that his irons
have improved so that his second shots dance
around a little closer to the pin, he could be
really dangerous, at least that’s what Sophie
says. Arguing with the Cracked Crystal Ball is a
fool’s errand. I never try to do it.

Mcllroy said he learned some things when he
played with Scheffler over the last year, as he
explained on Sky Sports. He said he’s become
better at strategy and picking conservative
targets.

“Another big thing is obviously my short
game,” he added. “Last year, it was a little up
and down where I would have a good week,
then I’d have a bad week. There wasn’t a ton of
consistency in it.”

He also learned some mental toughness
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playing with Scheffler.

“Every time I play with him — and watch
how he plays and how disciplined he is — it’s
a really cool thing to watch,” Mcllroy noted.
“I'm trying to take a little bit of a leaf out of his
book.”

And why not? Scheffler won nine times last
year.

The Cracked Crystal ball is nodding in
agreement. We should all be as disciplined
in our golf games as Scheffler. And none
of us should make pasta of any kind using
wine glasses. We should eat pasta. We should
drink some wine. We should keep the utensils
separate.

Sophie says that the foreign players are
having a banner year so far on the PGA
Tour. Except for Harris English and Mavrick
McNealy, all the winners to date are from
outside the U.S., originally, although it’s hard
to hang that on Sepp Straka since his family
moved to Georgia when he was much younger.
He says that made him the only golfer from
Vienna, Austria, with a slightly Southern
accent, although his idea of a Southern accent
and mine are different. You’d agree if you heard
an interview. But there’s an outside chance
you’ll get an “all y’all” out of him. You want to
hear Southern Speak, listen to Kevin Kisner.

What it does look like is that it’s past
Ryder Cuppers and Presidents Cuppers who
are winning. Hideki Matsuyama and Adam
Hadwin — Presidents Cup. Rory Mcllroy,
Ludvig Aberg, Thomas Detry and Sepp Straka
— Ryder Cup. Harris English, Ryder Cup. It’s
hard to argue with that because it’s been true in
the past.

However, Maverick McNealy has opened the
door to new guys winning the RSM last fall. He
was overdue, really, and perhaps is coming into
his own.
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Sophie likes him a lot and thinks it’s
hysterical that he and his three brothers
are all named after cars. There’s Maverick,
Scout (Maverick’s caddie), Colt and Dakota.
Obviously, his parents have a great sense
of humor and like cars a lot. His dad,

Scott McNealy, is the former CEO of Sun
Microsystems, which was sold to Oracle in
2010. Scott’s father was a bigwig many years
ago in the auto industry, so it obviously rubbed
off.

What car would you want to be named after?
I’d say anything but Edsel! Younger people will
have to look that one up. Volante, which was an
Aston Martin convertible, isn’t bad. We digress.

There are some guys that Sophie thinks
have been overlooked in past years, and she
says it’s time to give them a mention. Players
like Patrick Cantlay, somebody who’s cerebral
enough to outthink Pete Dye and play the right
shot at the right time. Then, of course, it’s about
execution. Cantlay, Sophie thinks, has sooooo
much potential, and she’d love to see him win
it. She just did a twirl ending with backspin.
That’s pretty convincing right there.

X-Man has injured himself. Something
about a rib? Well, you can only reach back
and hit those 330-yard drives so often without
something getting tweaked. Sophie is sorry to
hear about that. She likes X and hopes he heals
soon. She likes anybody Fred Couples likes,
and Fred is fond of both X and Cantlay.

She’s also interested in seeing Justin Thomas
have another one of his comebacks. And I
heard her sigh a couple weeks ago when Jordan
Spieth’s game was looking promising. But
she has to look at who played well at TPC
Sawgrass lately.

I suggested Wyndham Clark. She asked if
that was a hotel or a person. I reminded her that
he recently won the U.S. Open and did NOT
mention that he beat Rory Mcllroy and Rickie
Fowler in the process. (You know how she
feels about Rickie.) She didn’t flash light or
spin, so guessing Sophie’s a No on him.

240 14th Avenue S.

M 147

-Sheriff Rob Hardwick

I asked about Sahith Theegala, and she kind
of started humming a happy sort of song. That’s
ayes. He’s a possible, has a chance as far as
the ball is concerned. Brian Harman made
her hop up and down and Matt Fitzpatrick
caused a wiggle in her wobble. She’s obviously
conflicted at this point.

Hideki Matsuyama has never won THE
PLAYERS, she pointed out, but she wouldn’t
give me more than a definitely maybe on his
chances. Adam Scott has won THE PLAYERS,
and she thinks maybe he could again. That’s
interesting.

Collin Morikawa has the perfect style game
for TPC Sawgrass. He’s a thoughtful player,
though not long, and that’s not a problem with
this course. Everyone saw the way he just
held onto the “Hammer” in the TGL match
because he said he was the brains of the team
and didn’t want to do anything crazy. He’s
doing something right because his team has a
gazillion point lead now. Well, OK, they have
15 points and the next closest team has 8.
Maybe the Cal Berkeley grad is smart enough
to pick his way around the alligators to win.

Sophie likes this idea. She’s doing a little
shimmy.

But there’s one golfer she has really been
impressed with this season and last. Ludvig
Aberg. Even though she has a hard time
pronouncing his last name — who doesn’t —
she likes his chances. Besides, he moved to
Ponte Vedra last year. She’s sure it was to be
closer to her. You’ll have to forgive her. She’s
totally infatuated with Ludvig and the little
funny mark over his last name. But what really
convinced her was that he has Rickie’s former
caddie, Joe Skovron.

She sighed and gave off sparkles and then
rotated and hopped into the closet where she
rests between each PLAYERS. So, we’ve seen
the last of her for a while. But her pick is not
bad.

There you have it: Ludvig Aberg for
PLAYERS Champ.
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