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By Anthony Richards 

The Ponte Vedra and Nease swim 
teams battled each other in the pool as 
bragging rights and district titles were 
on the line during the District 3-3A 
Championship which took place at 
Planet Swim on Oct. 22.

The programs wound up splitting 
the team district titles and dominated 
much of the action during the day, as 
the Sharks’ girls team won with 539 
points over the 24 events, while the 
Panthers’ boys team took home the top 
spot after compiling 509 points.

The schools proved to be each 
other’s main competition throughout as 
the Panthers’ girls finished runner-up 
and so did the Sharks’ boys.

On the boys’ side, the Panthers 
showcased why they are the reigning 
state champions with a strong perfor-
mance led by district championships 
by sophomore Luke Zardavets, who 
racked up four first-place medals at the 
competition, including a pair of indi-
vidual wins in the 100-yard butterfly 
and 100-yard breaststroke.

As if that did not showcase his ver-
satility, he also took home first place 
medals in the 200-yard freestyle relay 
and 400-yard freestyle relay.

Just a sophomore, Zardavets has 
a bright future ahead of him, and he 
has learned from a talented group of 

By Anthony Richards 

The Nease Panthers secured a district 
championship for the second consecutive 
year, as they put on a clinic in all three 
phases of the game in their latest win of 
the 2024 season, a 48-15 road victory 
over the Tocoi Creek Toros on Oct. 25.

The title was clinched following the 
Panthers’ win and Gainesville Buchholz 
defeating Bartram Trail 38-37 in over-
time. 

The night started in a hurry for Pan-

Sharks, 
Panthers 
rack up 
district 
swim titles Offensive 

clinic propels 
Panthers to 
district title

Photo by Anthony Richards
Tyler Ghazanfari hauls in a deep pass to set up the Panthers in the red zone.DISTRICT continues on Page 28

SWIM  continues on Page 10

(904) 273-2691
615 A1A North, Suite #102

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(on the corner of A1A and Corona Rd)

Celebrating 20 Years of Providing Relief

THE

2023

of Ponte Vedra

Dr. Erika Hamer, 
DC, DIBCN, DIBE
Chiropractic Neurologist, 
Practice Owner/Founder

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT WHICH IS 
PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. CAN NOT BE COMBINED. MAY NOT 
BE VALID FOR FEDERAL PROGRAMS INCLUDING MEDICARE. WITH THIS AD AND ONE TIME USE ONLY. MUST PRESENT COUPON TO RECEIVE SPECIAL PRICING. CANNOT BE APPLIED TO A PREVIOUSLY BOOKED APPOINTMENT.

At Ponte Vedra Wellness Center, we are committed to providing effective, natural 
relief if you are experiencing pain due to an injury or a chronic condition.

Scan to book an 
appointment online.

Consultation & Exam
 A $260 Value!

*Offer also valid for reactivating patients - those not 
seen at the office in the previous six months.

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL*

http://www.lotusofjacksonville.com
www.entercircle.zone
www.pontevedrawellnesscenter.com
www.lotusofjacksonville.com
tel:19049989992


Ponte Vedra Recorder · October 31, 20242   COMMUNITY NEWS

Subscription Rates, Bulk Mail: 
One year, $40; six months, $20. Rates 
not applicable in Canada or overseas. 
To subscribe, call (904) 285-8831.

Hugh Osteen
COO/VP
hugh@osteenmediagroup.com
(904) 285-8831

Susan Griffin
Publisher
susan@pontevedrarecorder.com
(904) 686-3938

Shaun Ryan
Editor
shaun@pontevedrarecorder.com
(904) 285-8831, ext. 1202

Anthony Richards
Reporter
anthony@pontevedrarecorder.com
(904) 285-8831, ext. 1207

Don Coble
Contributor 
don@claytodayonline.com

Amber Anderson
Page/Graphic Designer
amber@pontevedrarecorder.com

April Snyder
Sales Assistant
april@pontevedrarecorder.com 
(904) 285-8831, ext. 1204

Kristin Flanagan
Account Executive
kristin@pontevedrarecorder.com
(904) 285-8831, ext. 1206

Melissa Domingues
Account Executive
melissa@pontevedrarecorder.com
(904) 933-0397

Joe Wilhelm
Circulation Manager 
joe@osteenmediagroup.com
(904) 300-5374

PUZZLE SOLUTIONSINSIDE
One of Us
Page 6

Business Weekly
Pages 22-23

In the Arts 
Pages 24-25

Sports 
Pages 27-28

Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
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Trunk-or-treat fun
Hundreds of families attended the trunk-or-treat event Sunday, Oct. 27, at Ascension St. Vin-

cent's St. Johns County. There were food trucks, prizes, candy and a health fair. Kids even had 
the opportunity to use the da Vinci Xi surgical robot to grab candy from a treat basket! 

Photos courtesy of Ascension St. Vincent's St. Johns County
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F ROM  C OT TAG E S  TO  C AST L E S   •  beacheshomes.com

© 2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway  
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

#1 TOP PRODUCING TEAM!#1 TOP PRODUCING TEAM!  Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices • Florida Network RealtyBerkshire Hathaway HomeServices • Florida Network Realty

elizabeth hudgins
904.553.2032

sarah alexander
904.334.3104

3678 Eastbury Drive in Highland Glen
4BD | 3 BA | 3089sf | $749,000

Elegant 1-story home in charming and pristine gated  
community of Highland Glen. Open floorplan and  

hardwood floors throughout living areas. Located on  
cul-de-sac with waterfront view. Location is ideal with  
only 5 miles to Mayo Clinic and 5.7 miles to the beach.  
Backyard fully fenced. Community amenities include  

pool, fitness center and playground. 

330 Ponte Vedra Blvd.
0.54 Acres| 12 Homes from PVIC | $5,750,000
Rare opportunity for a cleared lot on the west side of the  

Boulevard in Ponte Vedra Beach. Build your dream home. 
0.54 acres and 100 ft. frontage, lot backs up to the 3rd green of  
the PVIC Ocean Course and is just 12 homes south of the club.

82 San Juan Drive 
4BD | 4.5 BA | 3312sf | $2,999,000

Charming custom-built home nestled in the highly desired 
area of Old Ponte Vedra, offering unparalleled privacy with 

lush landscape and gorgeous golf course views. The property 
boasts just under a half an acre,  large circular drive, side-entry 

garage and no immediate neighbor to the north. First floor 
has 2 bedrooms, ADA compliant doorways and barrier free 
showers in both full baths. Second floor has 2 more ensuite 

bedrooms. A tranquil oasis is right outside your door.     

PRICE REDUCED

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!
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Fingerprinting 
Services 

ATF (eft files)
Diocese of St. Augustine

Hard Card (FD258)
FBI Background Reports

Expungements
V.E.C.H.S

Notary Services Available

(904) 834-9626
scanmanfl@gmail.com
13000 Sawgrass Village Circle, 

Ste. 13, Ponte Vedra Beach
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED BUSINESS

www.scanmanfl.com

THE

2024

of Ponte Vedra

Thank you!
Voted Best Notary

St. Johns County Clerk offers 
veterans complimentary services

For The Recorder

The St. Johns County Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court and County Comptroller’s office 
will provide complimentary passport and 
wedding photos, notary services and re-
cording services for DD-214s to veterans, 
active-duty military, reservists and their 
dependents Nov. 1 through Nov. 29.

“These are important services,” said 
Clerk Designee John Rundgren. “Waiving 
the standard fees is one small way we can 
thank and honor our veterans who have 
served and sacrificed for our freedom and 
American way of life.”

Veterans who record their DD-214 with 

the Clerk’s Office are ensuring a perma-
nent digital copy is readily available in 
case the original is lost or destroyed. DD-
214s recorded year-round by the Clerk’s 
Office remain confidential for 62 years 
after separation.

Veterans can access these free services 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday dur-
ing the month of November at the Richard 
O. Watson Judicial Center, 4010 Lewis 
Speedway, St. Augustine.

With the exception of wedding pho-
tos, free services are also available at the 
Julington Creek Annex, 725 Flora Branch 
Blvd., St. Johns, and the Ponte Vedra 

Beach Annex, 151 Sawgrass Corners 
Drive, Ponte Vedra Beach.

To demonstrate eligibility, individuals 
must provide a military discharge record 
(DD-214), military ID, military dependent 
ID or present a driver license with the 
veteran designation.

Clerk staff will also be available to 
provide free DD-214 recording services 

onsite at the annual Veterans Council of St. 
Johns County’s Veterans Day Celebration 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon Nov. 11 at Anas-
tasia Baptist Church, 1650 A1A South, St. 
Augustine.

For more details on how to benefit from 
these complimentary services, call the of-
fice at 904-819-3600 or email recording@
stjohnsclerk.com.

mailto:scanmanfl@gmail.com
http://www.scanmanfl.com
www.tomtroutinc.com
www.beacheshomes.com
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WE CAN HELP WITH
At West Eastern Health, we provide specialized, compassionate careAt West Eastern Health, we provide specialized, compassionate careAt West Eastern Health, we provide specialized, compassionate care
for those facing mental health challenges during and after a cancerfor those facing mental health challenges during and after a cancerfor those facing mental health challenges during and after a cancer
diagnosis. Our unique, integrative healthcare approach combinesdiagnosis. Our unique, integrative healthcare approach combinesdiagnosis. Our unique, integrative healthcare approach combines
scientif ically proven treatments with holistic therapies to offerscientif ically proven treatments with holistic therapies to offerscientif ically proven treatments with holistic therapies to offer
comprehensive mental health support for our patients. Through acomprehensive mental health support for our patients. Through acomprehensive mental health support for our patients. Through a
combination of nutrit ion, mindfulness and psychotherapy, we aim tocombination of nutrit ion, mindfulness and psychotherapy, we aim tocombination of nutrit ion, mindfulness and psychotherapy, we aim to
help you navigate the emotional toll of cancer treatment andhelp you navigate the emotional toll of cancer treatment andhelp you navigate the emotional toll of cancer treatment and
recovery. Call our expert team of Medical Professionals, trainedrecovery. Call our expert team of Medical Professionals, trainedrecovery. Call our expert team of Medical Professionals, trained
Psychiatrists, and Integrative Health Practit ioners to schedule aPsychiatrists, and Integrative Health Practit ioners to schedule aPsychiatrists, and Integrative Health Practit ioners to schedule a
consultation today.consultation today.consultation today.

Discover Relief in a Private, Safe, and Comfortable SettingDiscover Relief in a Private, Safe, and Comfortable SettingDiscover Relief in a Private, Safe, and Comfortable Setting

904-593-8480Call

4210 Valley Ridge Blvd. Suite 101 Ponte Vedra, FL 32081       
hello@westeasternhealth.com

Anxiety 

Reclaim Your LifeReclaim Your LifeReclaim Your Life
Mental Health Recovery is PossibleMental Health Recovery is PossibleMental Health Recovery is Possible   

Resistant Depression

Rumination with 
PTSD or OCD
Chronic Pain Relief 

Coping with a Cancer
Diagnosis

@westeasternhealth West Eastern Health

or visit www.westeasternhealth.com

EnterCircle: It’s about ‘Unlocking Serendipity’
This year’s 
entrepreneurship event 
celebrates unforeseen 
opportunities
By Keeli Scarlett
for the link

In the ever-evolving world of entrepre-
neurship, serendipity — defined as the 
occurrence of events by chance in a ben-
eficial way — often catalyzes innovation 
and unexpected connections. EnterCircle 

Entrepreneurship Week embraces this 
with its theme, “Unlocking Serendip-
ity: Connecting the Dots.” This year, the 
event continues its tradition of fostering 
serendipitous moments, inviting attend-
ees to explore the magic of unforeseen 
opportunities.

EnterCircle 2024 is set to ignite inno-
vation with key events like Social Enter-
prise Day, featuring influential speakers 
on corporate responsibility and commu-
nity impact. Women’s Day will inspire 
stories of resilience and growth, creating 
a supportive environment for women to 
connect and thrive.

Running alongside these days are busi-

ness expos, offering exhibitors a chance 
to engage with passionate attendees and 
position their brands as champions of 
innovation. Additional highlights include 
the Youth Symposium for local high 
school students and Kidpreneurs Day.

One speaker who understands seren-
dipity’s power is Amy Dix, founder of 
Choose-Happy. After experiencing Enter-
Circle firsthand, she aims to build on last 
year’s momentum with her keynote and 
painting experience, "The Magic of Ser-
endipity: Unlocking Happiness Through 
Chance."

“By embracing serendipity through 
proactive choices and meaningful con-
nections, we create a richer life filled 
with extraordinary moments,” said Dix. 
“I believe happy people create better 
businesses, and better businesses create 
happier people. It’s a full circle.”

EnterCircle impacts the careers of 
seasoned entrepreneurs and professionals 
and offers robust programs for local St. 
Johns County high school students.

A constant partner has been the St. 
Johns County School District. Katie 
Maltby, program specialist for Career and 
Technical Education (CTE), reflects on 
EnterCircle’s impact on students, provid-
ing them with tangible career possibilities 
and real-world business insights.

“I think the biggest impact on students 

has been the chance to gain a deeper 
understanding of career pathways in 
their own communities,” said Maltby. 
“They’re applying the lessons they learn 
in their academy classrooms and seeing 
them at work.” 

Sponsor Andrew DiFeo, managing 
partner of Hyundai of St. Augustine, em-
phasizes EnterCircle’s community impact 
and collaborative spirit.

“We’ve been proud supporters of 
EnterCircle because I believe in its mis-
sion to bring local businesses together,” 
DiFeo said. “I’m a strong believer in the 
power of collective ideas over those of a 
single voice, and that’s what EnterCircle 
embodies.”

EnterCircle invites businesses and 
entrepreneurs to participate in the expo, 
offering a platform to gain visibility and 
network. Those interested in expo tables 
can register at www.entercircle.zone/en-
tercircleexpo.

This year’s event is sponsored by 
Hyundai of St. Augustine, St. Johns 
County, St. Johns County Chamber of 
Commerce, St. Johns County School 
District, the Ponte Vedra Recorder, Hire-
Local and Unlockt. Their support ensures 
EnterCircle remains a hub for innovation 
and entrepreneurship in the region.

For schedule, tickets and expo tables, 
go to www.entercircle.zone.

mailto:hello@westeasternhealth.com
http://www.westeasternhealth.com
http://www.entercircle.zone/en-tercircleexpo.This
http://www.entercircle.zone/en-tercircleexpo.This
http://www.entercircle.zone/en-tercircleexpo.This
http://www.entercircle.zone
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder
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Elaine Perry Atkins
Elaine Perry Atkins died on October 

17, 2024, in Ponte Vedra, Florida. She 
was 95 years old. Distinguished by her 
bright and curious mind, generosity 
and wry sense of humor, Elaine lived a 
remarkable life.

Born in Manhattan on July 16, 1929, 
Elaine was the only child of Terese 
Carneval and Gray Perry. She grew up 
in New York and attended Spence and 
the Gardner School. She earned her 

bachelor’s degree in history from Vassar 
College in 1950. Vassar infused Elaine 
with an insatiable appetite for learning. 

Elaine married Edwin F. “Ted” Atkins 
in 1951. Shortly thereafter, Ted began 
a career in the foreign service that 
spanned 30 years and included posts in 
the Middle East, Africa, and Europe. 
Elaine’s natural charm and conviviality 
proved invaluable on the diplomatic 
circuit where she helped Ted develop 
important professional relationships that 
advanced American interests. Elaine 
embraced the diverse cultures they 
encountered, cultivating her interests in 
history, politics, art, and architecture. 

Elaine and Ted shared a deep 
connection to Nantucket Island. They 
both summered on the island as children 
and eventually built a home there. 
Elaine loved returning each summer 
and reconnecting with lifelong friends. 
In her later years, she spent summers 
in ‘Sconset with her children and 
grandchildren, accompanied by her 
devoted terrier, Fritz. Elaine was a 
member of the Nantucket Yacht Club and 
Sankaty Head Golf Club. 

In 1987, Ted and Elaine moved for the 
final time to Sawgrass in Ponte Vedra, 
Florida. They were founding members 
of Sawgrass Country Club. Elaine 
embraced the last chapter of her life. 
Elaine volunteered in Florida’s Guardian 
Ad Litem program and received a 
commendation in 1992 for her fierce 
and determined child advocacy.  She 
supported the Jacksonville Symphony 
Orchestra and Christ Episcopal Church. 
She traveled, returning to old haunts like 
Cairo and Rome, and discovering new 
places like Prague and London. She was 
an avid bridge player and occasional 
golfer. Her every day began with the 
New York Times and ended with a glass 
of Dewars. 

Elaine was preceded in death by her 
spouse, Edwin Franklin Atkins. She is 
survived by her children, Edwin Franklin 
Atkins, Jr. (Virginia) of Wethersfield, 
Connecticut; Robert Gray Atkins (Ellen) 
of Concord, Massachusetts; Katherine 
Atkins Barrand (Stephen) of Beverly, 
Massachusetts; William James Stephen 
Atkins (Kathleen) of Marietta, Georgia; 
along with 13 grandchildren and 10 

great-grandchildren. In lieu of flowers, 
charitable gifts in Elaine’s memory 
can be directed to the Sconset Trust or 
Community Hospice of Ponte Vedra, 
Florida. Please visit her online Tribute at 
www.quinn-shalz.com.

Arrangements by

 

BIG FIRM CAPABILITIES,
SMALL FIRM RELIABILITY
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Taxes
• Business Taxes
• Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
• Outsource CFO
• Specializing in small business  
  & individual taxation
• Tax planning for individuals  
  & small business

Schedule a Consultation Today! 904-686-2822

Tammy Long, CPA   
and Doug Benefield, CPA

2202 Sawgrass Village Drive,  Ponte Vedra Beach
1409 Kingsley Ave., #4C , Orange Park elevatedcpasolutions.com

Step inside 26 Maria Place and experience a one story coastal
traditional pool home which is simply stunning! Located in

coveted Old Ponte Vedra Beach, 26 Maria Place lies in the perfect 
location within walking distance to the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club 

and the Lodge. With almost 5,000 square feet of spacious living, 
26 Maria Place also includes outdoor living with three outdoor 
patios, with a pool a pergola and lagoon. This exceptional home 
blends coastal living with a warm and welcoming family enclave. 
This coastal home can accommodate a large family with space to 
entertain their friends that includes 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms a 

large living room den, sunroom, family room and updated kitchen 
with designer appliances. The beautiful dining room is ideally 
located overlooking the pool on one side and o� the chef’s 

kitchen at the other end o�ering the ultimate dining venue. Ponte 
Vedra Beach is just minutes to the famed TPC, Atlantic Ocean and 

renowned Mayo Clinic. Listed for $4,200,000

Seaside Estate in Ponte Vedra Beach

OBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES
John Calvin Heard III
John Calvin Heard III, 75, of Daytona 
Beach, Florida, died Oct. 20, 2024.  
Arrangements by Quinn Shalz Funeral 
Home & Cremation Centre, 904-249-
1100, www.quinn-shalz.com

Marzio Alfonso Trotta
Marzio Alfonso Trotta, 83, of Ponte 
Vedra Beach, Florida, died Oct. 23, 2024. 
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family 
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre. 
www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-1100

http://www.quinn-shalz.com
http://www.quinn-shalz.com
http://www.quinn-shalz.com
www.janetwestling.com
www.elevatedcpasolutions.com
www.weinsurepontevedra.com
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Shannon Engel

Shannon Engel recently opened HydroLight Lounge, a unique wellness lounge in Nocatee that blends relaxation, rejuvenation and a 
spirited twist on traditional self-care experiences.

As told to Shaun Ryan

Tell me about HydroLight Lounge, where it is located 
and what it offers.

HydroLight Lounge is a water- and light-therapy 
wellness lounge offering a range of services: cold plunge, 
colon hydrotherapy (coming soon!), infrared saunas, 
light therapy, red light therapy and contrast therapy. We 
are located in the heart of the Nocatee community.

Your “menu” is really interesting. Tell me a little 
about that and how you decided to describe your 
services using drink names as the reference.

After working in advertising for over 20 years, I was 
ready for a change. While the advertising world has 
its perks and can be fun, it can also be draining. I had 
invested so much time and energy into my career and 
wanted to channel that same drive into something of my 
own.

Growing up, my mom was a nutritionist, so health has 
always been a part of my life. In the last five years, my 
perspective on health and wellness evolved — not just 
for myself, but for my family and kids. I started to really 
re-evaluate everything — what we put into our bodies 
and what’s important for maintaining a balanced mind 
and body. I had already been incorporating different 
wellness routines into my life for years, but I began 
to dive deeper into the research, learning what other 
beneficial practices were out there.

My background in the spirits and marketing space 
inspired the type of wellness space I wanted to create — 
something unique that no one else was doing.

What sets your services apart from others? Are there 
some unique things you offer?

During my career, I worked with a lot of spirits brands, 
like Jameson Irish Whiskey, and also with musicians, 
like Kings of Leon. I was surrounded by spirits and 
music every day, and that’s what sparked the idea of 
giving the wellness space a twist. I didn’t want it to feel 
medical, nor did I want it to be a traditional spa. I wanted 
to create something unexpected — HydroLight Lounge 
is where holistic health meets happy hour.

I infused that concept into every detail — from the 
menu to the design. You’ll find song lyrics etched 
on mirrors, cocktail and music-themed photography 
throughout the space, and nods to a bar/lounge 
atmosphere with cocktail names on the menu. 
Occasionally, we even serve mocktails during our happy 
hours.

What led to your decision to open this business? Do 
you have a background that inspired it?

I wanted my wellness business to have a focus, or in 
advertising terms, “a concept” that everything ties back 
to. After researching various equipment and modalities 
in the wellness space, I landed on a focus of water- and 
light-based therapies.

When I moved here, I realized that colon hydrotherapy 
(or colonics) was very hard to find in Northeast Florida 
compared to back north. Gut health is so important, and I 
knew this was something I had to bring to the area. There 
are so many people who could benefit from it, and it’s 
rare to find right now.

While some of our services may overlap with other 
businesses, it’s all about the way we offer them and 

the experience we provide. The name HydroLight 
emphasizes the services we offer, and the “Lounge” part 
speaks to the relaxed, unique environment we’ve created. 
That’s what makes us stand out.

What do you like best about what you do?
I really enjoy being able to create a space where people 

can truly relax, recharge, heal and even have a little fun. 
I've always been a creative person, and I just like being 
able to put that creative side to work in everything I do. I 
also like being able to say I’m here to help people even if 
it’s just giving them a place for some self-care time. I like 
meeting with people and talking through what we have to 
offer and figuring out what service may be right for them 
to try or do.

Are you from this area? If not, where did you come 
from?

No, I moved here from NYC with my husband and two 
boys (7 and 10) almost 2 1/2 years ago.

What do you like best about living in this 
community?

Coming from living in NYC, I really have enjoyed 
moving to this community and being in the sunshine and 
fresh air. I love that the Ponte Vedra community values 
health and wellbeing — whether it’s people going for 
family walks, exercising outdoors or spending time at the 
beach. I love that my boys are also thriving in what this 
community offers to kids and families.

Contributed photos
Shannon Engel is seen at her new business, HydroLight Lounge.

The interior of HydroLight Lounge.
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Walk on the Wild Side!
November 7 – 10, 2024

Enjoy tasting bites from some of Northeast Florida’s best restaurants, along with 

hundreds of wines, beers, and spirits tastings – and Vilano Beach’s natural wildlife!

 SAVE $10 WITH CODE: PVR10 
WHISKEYWINEANDWILDLIFE.COM

A Culinary Weekend Like No Other

Official Charity Partner

www.whiskeywineandwildlife.com
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COSMETIC DENTISTRY
At Guided Smiles Prosthodontics & Implant Center, we understand that even the most 

minor tooth imperfections can significantly impact the appearance of your smile. We are 
proud to offer a range of cosmetic dentistry procedures to correct aesthetic concerns, 

including the color, size, shape, and alignment of your teeth. A visit to our office will have 
you on your way to a smile you love before you know it!

Dr. Blackmon will work with you to create a fully customized treatment plan to address 
any immediate restorative needs and correct tooth flaws or imperfections. Your smile 
makeover may require one or several procedures to restore the health, function, and 

beauty of your smile. You’ll love the final, stunning results!

153 Fort Wade Rd., Ste 100, Ponte Vedra

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

CARLOS BLACKMON, 
DDS, MS

PROSTHODONTIST

YOUR SMILE SAYS IT ALL
PROVIDING TRUSTED SPECIALIZED CARE TO PATIENTS

No Insurance? We’ve got you covered! $500 A YEAR

Teeth Whitening • Dental Veneers • Cosmetic Bonding • Dental Crowns • Smile Makeovers

9 0 4 - 3 9 5 - 5 5 0 1  •  G U I D E D S M I L E S JA X . C O M

GUEST COLUMN

School Board taxes provide strongest 
future for St. Johns County

For the St. Johns County Chamber of 
Commerce: Board Chair Orville Dothage and 
President and CEO Isabelle Renault

The Board of Directors of the St. Johns County Cham-
ber of Commerce last week voted to support school board 
proposals that will continue the half-cent sales tax for 10 
years and add a 1-mill increase to property taxes in the 
county for four years. An earlier Chamber poll indicated 
that a majority of respondents support the taxes. Voters 
will decide the outcome with two referendums on the 
November General Election ballot.

The half-cent sales tax continuation, valued at $37 
million annually, supports capital improvements in the 
school district, including construction of new schools, 
maintaining and upgrading technology and implementing 
critical security systems. The 1-mill increase in prop-
erty taxes is expected to bring an annual $58 million in 
revenue and will enhance salaries and benefits for educa-
tors and other staff, allow more investment in student 
safety and preserve important educational programs, like 
STEM, art and the successful career academies.

While any new or additional tax increases the potential 
burden on businesses in St. Johns County, and while rais-
ing taxes is not the first choice, we see this as a strategic 
investment, rather than an expense — an investment in 

schools, students and the future of St. Johns County.
State regulations limit school districts’ options for 

raising revenue, whether for capital outlays like construc-
tion and security improvements, which are funded by 
sales tax, or operational expenses like teacher salaries 
and instructional materials, which are funded by property 
taxes. A millage increase to fund those critical opera-
tional expenses is the “last lever the school district has to 
pull,” Superintendent Tim Forson said at the Chamber's 
Economic Development Council Breakfast on Sept. 20, 
noting that property tax is a vital component of school 
funding in Florida.

During his presentation, Forson spoke passionately 
about the importance of strong schools as a function of a 

community's high quality of life. Despite St. Johns Coun-
ty’s consistently top-ranked status, the school district is 
currently facing substantial job vacancies and difficulty 
retaining employees, from teachers to bus drivers, Forson 
said. Average teacher salary in the county is just $53,484, 
making it among the lowest in Northeast Florida, despite 
the county’s higher-than-average cost of living.

St. Johns County is fortunate to have such a strong 
public school system, and our schools are an economic 
engine for the county, attracting businesses looking to 
establish or expand in Northeast Florida. We know that a 
community with strong schools helps businesses attract 
employees, creating more opportunities for commercial 
growth to meet the demands of a larger population.

Our county is fortunate also to be property-rich, with 
a residential development boom in the last two decades. 
From 2005 to 2023, the county's population doubled 
from 160,266 to 320,110 — but with that growth, the 
number of students grew more significantly, from 23,273 
to 51,826. More than doubling the school-age population 
has put tremendous stress on our schools, but as more 
people move to the area, revenue raised through property 
taxes helps alleviate some of that burden.

We understand the concerns about higher property tax-
es, especially if you're also a commercial property owner 

TAXES  continues on Page 20

Isabelle Renault Orville Dothage

www.guidedsmilesjax.com
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STEP INTO JAXSPICE AND FEEL THE EMBRACE OF INDIA AND NEPAL!

WWW.JAXSPICE.COM  | jaxspicefamily@jaxspice.com

311 3rd St. N.
Jax Beach

904.853.6217

150 Fountains Way
St. Johns 

904.343.0882
Scan to place online 
order at Jax Beach 

location 

Scan to place online 
order at St. Johns 

location 

Open 7 Days A Week
11 am to 2:30 pm

4 pm to 10 pm

Authentic Indian  
and Nepali Cuisine

Eat Local!

and paying this increased tax on both 
your home and your business. But the 
county continues to grow, and the school 
district expects to add 13,600 students by 
2033. Residents and businesses must be 
prepared to make the investment neces-
sary to maintain the top-ranked schools 
that drew many of us here and that we’ve 
come to expect.

We know that a high-quality education 
leads to a well-prepared workforce. By 
investing in education, we will help en-
sure that students develop the skills they 
need to succeed in the modern economy, 
providing a pipeline of capable, qualified 
future employees. Investing in education 
also fosters innovation and entrepreneur-
ship. Programs like the career academies 
in the county’s high schools contribute to 
creating future business leaders and in-
novators who will drive economic growth 
and create opportunities in the region, 
benefiting the broader business commu-
nity.

To maintain our growth and our 
excellent schools, St. Johns County 
must remain competitive with neighbor-
ing counties, most of which have lower 
cost of living but higher average teacher 
salaries. Duval, Clay and Nassau counties 
have all passed millage increases that will 
help fund teacher salaries; if St. Johns 
County does not pass the millage in-

crease, the teacher pay gap will continue 
to widen year over year, increasing the 
risk of losing excellent teachers to these 
other school districts.

The school district also invests heav-
ily in student safety and wellness, with 
St. Johns County sheriff's officers at each 
school, as well as nurses on staff, which is 
not typically found in neighboring school 
districts. Tax revenue supports these criti-
cal measures, which contribute to a safer, 
healthier community — and yet another 
reason businesses will continue to look to 
grow in our area.

Ultimately, these tax measures will 
support our economy and the future suc-
cess of the business community. Thriving 
schools contribute to the overall vitality 
of our county and quality of life. The St. 
Johns County Chamber of Commerce 
encourages you to vote in favor of these 
proposed taxes in November.

About the St. Johns County Chamber of 
Commerce

The St. Johns County Chamber of 
Commerce is the premier business advo-
cacy organization in St. Johns County. 
With more than 1,100 member businesses 
across a variety of industries, the Cham-
ber is committed to delivering continuous 
service to members and the community 
through public policy, economic develop-
ment and business education to cultivate 
an environment where businesses can 
grow and thrive. Learn more about the 
chamber at sjcchamber.com.

Taxes
Continued from 8 Public invited to 

honor veterans 
at ceremony

Members of the public are invited 
to celebrate and honor veterans dur-
ing Veterans Day in St. Augustine, 
Monday, Nov. 11, at Anastasia Baptist 
Church, 1650 A1A South.

The event will be 
hosted by the Veterans 
Council of St. Johns 
County along with the 
Military Officers Associa-
tion of America, Ancient 
City Chapter.

The atrium doors open 
at 9 a.m. On display in the 
atrium will be the Travel-
ing Vietnam and War on 
Terror walls and more 
than 40 display tables 
from local not-for-
profits and military 

groups, with military displays.
The Veterans Day Ceremony will 

start promptly at 11 a.m. The keynote 
speaker is St. Johns County Sheriff 
Robert A. Hardwick, an Operation Des-
ert Storm and Iraqi Freedom veteran. 

Nationally acclaimed Vann Mor-
ris will perform “Old Glory.” 
Patriotic entertainment will 

be provided by the St. Augus-
tine High School Chorale, 
with participation by local 

JROTCs and Sea Cadets.
This is a free event 

with plenty of onsite 
free parking.

For further informa-
tion, email rothfeldm@

gmail.com.

mailto:jaxspicefamily@jaxspice.com
www.jaxspice.com
https://www.edwardsragatz.com/
https://bricksandminifigs.com/
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© 2024 Brain Balance Centers. All rights reserved.

 

Focus and Attention 
ADHD Symptoms

Cognitive Skills
Mental Well-Being

Brain Balance is the leading brain health program that is 
drug-free and backed by research.

Call (904) 800-7278 to schedule 
an assessment today.

seniors with Walker Lanoue and Jack Mainville each 
earning three top honors with Lanoue taking care of 
business in the 100-yard freestyle and 400-yard freestyle 
relay, while Mainville held his own with a victory in the 
50-yard freestyle and 200-yard medley relay.

All three teamed up with senior Brandon Gear to bring 
home a title in the 200-yard freestyle relay.

For the Sharks’ girls’ squad, it was business from start 
to finish and the result was sweeping all three of the 
relays, while senior Penny Zarczynski earned the gold in 
both the 50-yard freestyle and 100-yard butterfly.

Her big day did not stop there, as she also won titles 
in the 200-yard medley relay along with Kate Pelot, 
Sydney Player and Makenna Biernacki, and the 200-
yard freestyle relay with Pelot, Sophie Fox and Ainsley 
MacAdams.

The Sharks had several swimmers earn multiple golds, 
including Fox, MacAdams and Player, who joined fellow 
junior Lily Doyle to win the 400-yard freestyle relay.

Doyle showed her long-distance prowess by also win-
ning gold in the 500-yard freestyle. 

Other district champions:
Nease: Lincoln Driesse (boys 200-yard medley relay 

and 400-yard freestyle relay); Brandon Gear (boys 200-
yard freestyle relay and 200-yard medley relay); Nate 
Caswell (boys 200-yard medley relay); Anatoli Mon-
salve (boys 200-yard medley relay); Charlotte Driesse 
(girls 200-yard individual medley); Savanna Petrosevich 
(girls 1-meter diving); Olivia Moore (girls 100-yard free-
style); Alexis Petrosevich (100-yard breaststroke)

Ponte Vedra: Eli Ahlers (boys 1-meter diving)

Swim
Continued from 1

Photos by Anthony Richards

tel:19048007278
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PONTE VEDRA,
YOUR BEST SKIN IS WAITING. 

YOUR ALLY IN AESTHETICS.
SKINCARE  |  INJECTABLES  |  BODY

115 Professional Dr suite 101 • Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida • 32082  |  904.605.3558

NANCY ARCURI
Advanced Aesthetic Injector, 
MSN, APRN, NNP-BC

ANGIE MCKNIGHT
Advanced Aesthetic Injector, 
MMS, PA-C

AMY KADLUBOWSKI
Advanced Aesthetic Injector, 
MSN, APRN, FNP-BC

KORRIE MAYO
Advanced Aesthetic Injector, 
MSN, APRN, FNP-BC

Elase-PonteVedra-Newspaper-Ad-A-073124.indd   1Elase-PonteVedra-Newspaper-Ad-A-073124.indd   1 7/31/24   9:23 AM7/31/24   9:23 AM

www.elase.com
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Connect with us!
3139 Philips Hwy. 
Jacksonville, FL
904.396.2233

North Florida‘s
Largest Selection of Fine Furniture & Accessories 

View our showroom.

Pillows
22W x 22H 

4060 San Pablo Pkwy
Jacksonville, FL 32224
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

4060 San Pablo Pkwy
Jacksonville, FL 32224
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

4060 San Pablo Pkwy
Jacksonville, FL 32224
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.comWindsorPointeJAX.com

Two votes, one decision: Investing in 
the future of St. Johns County Schools
To The Editor:

St. Johns County has been a top-
performing school district for the last two 
decades.

As the business of public education 
grows more complex and funding chal-
lenges intensify, we must ensure our 
schools have the tools necessary to meet 
these challenges. In St. Johns County, two 
upcoming ballot measures will determine 
the future of our schools: the extension of 
the half-cent sales tax and the introduc-
tion of an ad valorem property tax option. 
These two votes represent one critical 
decision — the decision to invest in the 
infrastructure and people needed to ensure 
our children are prepared for the future.

The half-cent sales tax, which is set 
to expire, has played a vital role in this 
success. The money generated by this tax 
has stayed right here in St. Johns County, 
allowing us — not the state — to decide 
how best to invest in our schools. As a 
member of the Sales Tax Citizens Adviso-
ry Committee tasked with overseeing how 
these funds were spent, I can confidently 
say that taxpayer dollars were used wisely. 
The promises made to our community 
were kept: the district built eight new 

schools, expanded 11 others, upgraded 
the roofs on 13 schools, provided new 
computers for teachers and students at 
all schools, and made critical security 
upgrades to schools and buses across the 
county.

The extension of the half-cent sales 
tax will provide the time needed to finish 
the important building and infrastructure 
improvements requested by parents and 
school leaders. The sales tax is a tool to 
address these critical building needs, but it 
cannot be used to support the great faculty 
and staff who are key to our children’s 
success. For that, the district needs an 
additional tool — the ad valorem property 
tax — to ensure it can recruit and retain 
the high-quality staff our students deserve.

That’s why both are equally important. 
The sales tax builds safe schools and the 
property tax fills them with great people 
— from bus drivers and custodians to 
teachers and instructional support staff.

Many surrounding districts already have 
the ad valorem property tax option, and 

they use it to increase teacher salaries. 
Without this option, St. Johns County 
risks losing talented teachers to those dis-
tricts. If we want the district to continue 
attracting and retaining the best educators 
for our kids, they need the tools to stay 
competitive.

As a taxpayer and a parent, I understand 
the importance of accountability for our 
tax dollars and the life-changing impact 
our schools have on children. That’s why 
I support both measures. The district has 
proven it can spend wisely and for the 
benefit of all students in all parts of the 
district.

This November, two votes will deter-
mine the future of our schools, but the 
decision is clear. Let’s vote yes on both 
measures to continue investing in the 
success and future of St. Johns County 
schools.

Damian Cook
Sales Tax Citizens Advisory Committee 
Member

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Stay up to date on contests, 
advertising specials, and 

real-time news in Ponte Vedra. 
Our fans get access to exclusive 

content you can’t find 
anywhere else!

https://www.hugosinteriors.com/
www.windsorpointejax.com
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In celebration of  
The Recorder’s 55th Anniversary,  

we’re offering our TUNE-UP for just (reg. $99)

*Must mention this ad

$55!

Ask about this Summers Amazing New Unit Replacement Specials!!LIC# CMC1249868

https://creeksair.com/
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Election Day
November 5, 2024

Polls open 7 AM to 7 PM
You must vote at your
assigned precinct on
Election Day

Photo and signature ID is
required when voting in
person

To find your polling place,
visit www.votesjc.gov and
use the Find My Polling
Place tool! 

Voters assigned to Precinct
405/407 will still be voting at 1050
A1A North, Ponte Vedra Beach, on
Election Day, November 5.

On Election Day, note the
alternate driveway and signage
directing voters to the back of
the property, to the Council on
Aging building, to avoid the
ongoing construction.

904-823-2238 · www.votesjc.gov

2024 General Election · November 5, 2024

Vote-by-Mail

Vote-by-mail ballots must be
returned to the Elections Office
by 7 PM on Election Day,
November 5, to be counted

Vote-by-mail ballots CANNOT
be returned to Election Day
polling places

Vote-by-mail ballots can be
returned to Secure Ballot
Intake Stations located at all
nine early voting locations
during voting hours through
November 2

SEASONAL SPA SPECIALSSEASONAL SPA SPECIALS 
HYDRATE & GLOW ORGANIC BODY BUFF AND WRAPHYDRATE & GLOW ORGANIC BODY BUFF AND WRAP

50 Minutes50 Minutes 
$170$170 

COCONUT MILK & HONEY PEDICURECOCONUT MILK & HONEY PEDICURE
50 Minutes50 Minutes 

$75$75

Hemp Hydration Guasha Facial ProtocolHemp Hydration Guasha Facial Protocol 
50 Minutes50 Minutes 

$165$165

SPA-LA-DAY:SPA-LA-DAY: open house 12/5 5:30-7:30pmopen house 12/5 5:30-7:30pm

http://www.votesjc.gov
http://www.votesjc.gov
https://sawgrassmarriott.idaypass.com/?servicename=Sawgrass_Spa_Spa_la_day&source=link
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Paid for by George “T.” Hill II, Democrat for Florida State Senate District 7

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

BEFORE AFTER

+

We’re looking to install our 
NEXT GENERATION gutter 

guard on your home!

LET THE PROS
HANDLE IT!™

++ We o� er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

1-888-641-8691CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION – SCHEDULE YOUR
FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-888-641-8691FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-888-641-8691

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, 
FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 

50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

Promo: 285

Clerk’s Office  
Call Center 

handles 48K Calls
For The Recorder

The St. Johns County Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court and County Comptroller’s of-
fice is celebrating six months of success-
ful operations for the Customer Care Call 
Center. Since its April launch, the call 
center staff has handled more than 48,000 
calls by providing easier access to critical 
government information and services.

“The Customer Care Call Center plays 
a key role in improving our office’s op-
erational efficiency,” said John Rundgren, 
clerk designee. “By handling a high vol-
ume of calls and minimizing wait times, 
the call center has enhanced our ability 
to serve residents more quickly and ef-
fectively, ensuring they receive timely 
assistance.”

The Customer Care Call Center was 
designed to streamline communication, 
improve response times and enhance 
overall customer satisfaction. By routing 
calls through live customer clerks as-
signed to the call center, residents avoid 

automated phone recordings and receive 
immediate assistance. This allows deputy 
clerks to focus on critical functions with 
direct impacts on life, liberty and prop-
erty. The uninterrupted focus is vital to 
maintaining the accuracy of records.

Staffed by five full-time clerks, the 
Customer Care Call Center offers im-
mediate and knowledgeable support to 
residents. Since its launch on April 22, 
the call center has handled 48,778 calls, 
averaging 7,800 calls per month. The 
team assists with a range of court-related 
inquiries as well as recording services 
like passports and marriage licenses.

Residents are encouraged to share feed-
back with the Customer Care Division by 
emailing CustomerCare@stjohnsclerk.
com. For more information about our 
services and hours of operations, go to 
stjohnsclerk.com.

Thinking of Advertising
in The Recorder?

For more information call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

mailto:CustomerCare@stjohnsclerk.com
mailto:CustomerCare@stjohnsclerk.com
tel:18886418691
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When we say  
Every Game Every Day,

we mean it!  
$10 Entrees & and Full Bar Specials

628-6 Atlantic Blvd., Neptune Beach          904-247-3031

Ben & Jerry’s shop provides job skills to students with learning differences
By Shaun Ryan

Even as Ben & Jerry’s ice cream 
shop opened in Nocatee in September 
2020, franchise owners Jessica Shaw 
and husband Steven Chubbuck were 
already seeking ways to support their 
neighbors. Since then, the popular 
outlet for tasty treats has maintained a 
commitment to the community.

For the past three years, the shop 
has partnered with Ponte Vedra High 

School in a community initiative to 
provide valuable, real-world job skills 
to students with learning differences, 
helping to prepare them for future em-
ployment opportunities.

Shaw said the initiative, aptly named 
Scoop of Inclusion, was inspired by a 
program her son Aidan had previously 
taken part in. That program offered him 
opportunities to work at different places 
in the area. Shaw watched Aidan grow 
as a person, with improved confidence 

and a realization that he could have a 
life on his own.

The franchise owners soon realized 
that they could use their local store in a 
similar way.

“We’re just trying to give these kids 
the same experience that my son got to 
have,” said Shaw.

Up until this year, student partici-
pants mostly cleaned, put the chairs 
out and got the store ready to open for 
the day. But this year, the program has 
expanded so that the students can wel-
come guests and, with some guidance 
from experienced staff members, take 
orders and check customers out on the 
cash register.

The store in Nocatee has a soft open-
ing each Thursday so that members of 
the public can serve as the students’ 
customers.

“We give them 20% off because 
we’re asking for their patience,” said 
Shaw.

The experience promotes inclu-
sion and boosts the potential of each 
individual student, something that is 
particularly relevant as October is Na-
tional Learning Differences Awareness 
Month.

Local residents, parents and anyone 
who loves great ice cream are invited to 

visit the Ben & Jerry’s shop in Nocatee 
to support the students between 11:30 
a.m. and noon on most Thursdays dur-
ing the school year.

The Ponte Vedra shop is located at 
295 Pine Lake Drive, Suite C101, in 
Nocatee. For information about the 
shop, go to benjerry.com/nocatee.

Contributed photo
A group of students from Ponte Vedra High 
School show off the work aprons they made 
at school to wear when they work at Ben & 
Jerry’s.

Aidan Chubbuck, left, assisted by Jessica Shaw, rings up an order for Ben & Jerry’s customer 
Nikki Martin.

With guidance from Ben & Jerry’s Assistant Manager Alyssa Salomon, student Maddie serves 
ice cream to a customer.

Photos by Shaun Ryan

www.pvautoshow.com
tel:19042473031
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800 Marketplace Drive, St. Augustine, FL

CLOCKWORK
CA$HOUT

TABLE GAMES CASH GIVEAWAY

NOVEMBER 15 & 16

DATES
ADDED
NEW

NOVEMBER 8 & 9

NOVEMBER 1 & 2

SPECIALS 6PM - 8PM

GIVE THE GIFT OF MEMBERSHIPGIVE THE GIFT OF MEMBERSHIP
THIS HOLIDAY SEASONTHIS HOLIDAY SEASON  

www.sawgrassmarriottbeachclub.com

DIFFERENT MEMBERSHIPS TO MATCH YOUR LIFESTYLE

Kristi Collins- Membership Director 
kristi.d.collins@marriott.com

The Desire Cup brings together
rivals for a good cause

By Anthony Richards

There are many events leading up to the annual 
Florida-Georgia football game throughout the week 
each year, and one of those traditions is The Desire 
Cup, which is a charity golf tournament that allows 
fans the opportunity to play golf alongside celeb-
rities and former players and coaches from both 
schools.

This year’s event will be the 14th annual tourna-
ment and will be held at TPC Sawgrass with the gala 
on Oct. 31 at the clubhouse ballroom and the tourna-
ment starting at 9 a.m. on Nov. 1 with a shotgun start 
at TPC Sawgrass Dye’s Valley Course.

Desire Street Ministries executive director and 
former Florida Gators Heisman Trophy-winning 
quarterback Danny Wuerffel helped create the event 
more than a decade ago to further support the impact 
had on under-resourced neighborhoods across the 
Southeast United States.

“We had a friend who encouraged us to make a 
nice tournament and leverage the excitement and 
competitive spirit that was already here for Florida-
Georgia, but use it for a fundraising effort,” Wuerffel 
said.

As a result, the event’s slogan is “rivalry for a 
cause,” which also sums up the event’s uniqueness, 
as it brings together people who are going to be root-
ing against each other on Saturday, but they can take 

time to come together for a common cause and some 
rounds of golf the day before.

Wuerffel remembers 25 years ago collecting input 
on how to grow Desire Street and impact neighbor-
hoods outside of the New Orleans area, where it had 

gotten its start, and imagining having a graph with 
dots all over it showing how many towns the minis-
try had spread to.

“It has always just been a part of my upbringing 
and faith that has led me to want to use whatever 
I’ve been blessed with to help others,” Wuerffel 
said. “And, even if you don’t have much, you can 
always find a way to help.”

Well, that graph is now a reality as Desire Street 
Ministries is headquartered in Atlanta and is reach-
ing neighborhoods throughout the region.

“Our model is that we partner with existing 
organizations and help them to achieve their plans, 
and there are so many things we are involved with,” 
Wuerffel said. “A lot have after-school programs and 
some are even small schools themselves, but we also 
help organizations that offer affordable housing op-
tions and job placement.”

He knows the importance of the Florida-Georgia 
rivalry very well, having won all four times he 
played in the game, and he enjoys getting to recon-
nect with so many former players at the event every 
year.

Fans can go to desirecup.com to reserve a space in 
this year’s event and donate to the 19th Hole Chal-
lenge initiative by choosing which team they are a 
fan of and donating on that team’s behalf.

“I joke that it might be the only win we get this 
weekend,” Wuerffel said.

http://www.sawgrassmarriottbeachclub.com
mailto:kristi.d.collins@marriott.com
https://bestbetjax.com/
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Emery Halvorsen has been 
honored as the first recipient 
of the Sheriff’s Office Stu-
dent of the Month award for 
October at Landrum Middle 
School. The award was 
presented by Youth Resource 
Deputy Bryan Wright and 
Principal Kasting in recogni-
tion of Emery’s leadership, 
positive attitude and commit-
ment to helping others.

Originally from Phila-
delphia, Emery has lived in 
New Jersey, Maryland and 
Arizona before relocating to 
Ponte Vedra this past July. As 
the daughter of an Air Force 
pilot, Emery has experienced 
multiple moves but quickly 
makes new friends wherever 
she goes. Her enthusiasm, 
determination and love for 
her community stand out in 
every environment.

Emery is passionate about 
animals, with a special love for horses and horseback riding, and has been playing 
lacrosse since she was 5. Currently, she plays for Jaws and is actively involved in both 
FCA and robotics at school.

OVER 80 BRANDS AND THOUSANDS OF STYLES TO CHOOSE FROM!

Interior Lighting      Exterior Lighting       Ceiling Fans      
LED Bulbs      Lamps      Mirrors      Framed Art      Lamp Repairs

Your Trusted Local Lighting & Fan StoreYour Trusted Local Lighting & Fan Store

(904) 379-8828 
10130 Phillips Hwy, Jacksonville, FL 32256

Visit our showroom Mon - Fri 10AM-6PM, Sat 10AM-5PM, Closed Sunday

 www.firstcoastlighting.com

Featuring the Inaugural
Ponte Vedra Best of the
Best Celebration Night

SCHEDULE

12
NOV.

13
NOV.

14
NOV.

15
NOV.

16
NOV.

Innovation Challenge &
Ponte Vedra Best of the
Best Celebration Night

Social Enterprise Day and
Business Expo

Youth Symposium

Women’s Day +
Women-owned
Business Expo

Kidspreneurs Day

Get tickets and learn more at
www.entercircle.zone

Sponsored By:

FEATURED EXPO BUSINESSES 

October Student of 
the Month named

Contributed photo
Emery with Youth Resource Deputy Bryan Wright and 
Principal Kasting

http://www.firstcoastlighting.com
http://www.entercircle.zone
www.firstcoastlighting.com
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This prestigious event unites local
leaders, businesses, and community
members to honor impactful
contributions.

This prestigious event unites local
leaders, businesses, and community
members to honor impactful
contributions.

Winners can get a table or individual tickets at www.entercircle.zone

Event Highlights:
Networking Opportunities: Connect with leaders
and community members to foster growth.
Culinary Delights: Savor hors d'oeuvres with beer
and wine 

Event Highlights:
Networking Opportunities: Connect with leaders
and community members to foster growth.
Culinary Delights: Savor hors d'oeuvres with beer
and wine 

$1,250 investment in table of 8 comes with $1,263+ valued items:
2 minute Promo Video on videowall and in 360 Immersive Studio
2 free tickets to EnterCircle 2024 ($200 value)
3 free individual memberships to the link ($450 value)
Ad credit in the Ponte Vedra Recorder ($613 value)

B E S T  O F  T H E  B E S TB E S T  O F  T H E  B E S T
P O N T E  V E D R AP O N T E  V E D R A

Celebration NightCelebration Night

Get individual tickets to this amazing night: Only $150!
Tickets come with recognition during the program 
Admission to either Social Enterprise Day or Women’s Day
during EnterCircle 2024

Keynote:Keynote:
“This is What Progress Looks Like!”

The history of Ponte Vedra, Palm Valley,
Nocatee: Past Present and Future

Speaker:
Scott A. Grant
Fiduciary, Owner, 
Standfast Asset Management

http://www.entercircle.zone
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Whiskey, Wine & Wildlife kicks off Nov. 7
For The Recorder

Whiskey, Wine & Wildlife – W3 has 
just announced its final schedule of 
events, taking place Nov. 7-10 in Vilano 
Beach.

The festival’s new location at the Hyatt 
Place St. Augustine/Vilano Beach, 117 
Vilano Road, provides guests with the 
convenience of having one location for 
the weekend’s events, all within just a 
few blocks of Vilano Beach.

The event raises funds and awareness 
for the festival’s official charity partner, 
Vilano Beach Main Street, with 100% of 
the proceeds from the silent auction on 
Saturday, Nov. 9, designated for commu-
nity improvements for the nonprofit orga-
nization. Both Whiskey, Wine & Wildlife 
and its sister festival, St. Augustine Food 
+ Wine Festival have donated more than 
$75,000 to Vilano Beach Main Street.

The GTM Research Reserve is also a 
charity partner, with 100% of the pro-
ceeds from the GTM Guided Tours/Wine 
& Cheese Reception event donated to the 
Friends of the GTM Research Reserve.

New this year, guests can walk on 
the wild side in “The Wildlife Lounge,” 
which will be part of Friday night and 
Saturday’s events, offering a fun interac-
tive area with animals from the GTM Re-

search Reserve, wildlife themed music, 
signature cocktails and more.

Festival Schedule:

THURSDAY, NOV. 7
Pesca by Michael’s W3 Wine Dinner 

— cocktail reception at 6 to 6:30 p.m.; 
dinner at 7 p.m. Location: Pesca by Mi-
chael’s inside the Hyatt Place, 117 Vilano 
Road, St. Augustine

Tickets: $225 per person
The perfect way to kick off Whiskey, 

Wine & Wildlife with an incredible four-
course dinner by Executive Chef Michael 
Lugo and the VIVA Hospitality team. 
St. Francis Winery & Vineyards from 
Sonoma, California, has carefully paired 
each course with an exceptional wine 
from their vast portfolio. The cocktail 
reception open bar will include signature 
cocktails and official festival beverages.

FRIDAY, NOV. 8
W3 Master Classes — Three classes: 

noon to 4 p.m. 
Location: Hyatt Place St. Augustine/

Vilano Beach
Tickets: $79 per person, per class

“Unveiling the Secrets of Making 
Delicious Shrimp Ceviche”

Noon to 1 p.m. — Chef Sebastian 

Sikora, chef de cuisine at La Cocina, the 
Cellar Upstairs at San Sebastian Win-
ery, will guide guests on how to make 
foolproof, delicious ceviche. Ceviche is 
a versatile dish, great for appetizers and 
tapas for any occasion. Sikora will share 
a few tricks of the trade in preparing 
ceviche for small dinner parties or large 
holiday gatherings. Rivi Gin will hand-
craft two signature cocktails to pair with 
the shrimp ceviche.

“An East Coast Tasting of St. Fran-
cis Winery & Vineyards from Sonoma, 
California”

1:30 to 2:30 p.m. — For more than 50 
years, St. Francis Winery & Vineyards 
has produced elegant, fruit-driven wines 
that best represent the distinct charac-
teristics of Sonoma’s uniquely diverse 
terroir. As a 100% certified sustainable 
producer, the wine’s exceptional quality 
is only matched by their commitment 
to preserving the grandeur of Sonoma 
County for future generations to enjoy.

“The Finishing Touch”
3-4 p.m. — Enjoy tasting a variety of 

Red Line Whiskeys with Master Distiller 
Taylor Morley! Born out of enthusiasm 
and the instinctual love for bourbon, Red 
Line Whiskey Co. came from the hands 

and heart of Morley. During the lull of 
COVID, he pulled from his years of 
experience learning from distillers around 
the world to procure the best hand-select-
ed, single-barrel offerings. What began 
as a passion project transformed into a 
booming business. Now, he spends his 
time taking detailed care of each bar-
rel individually — some finished, some 
blended, others left in their purest state. 
 
FRIDAY, NOV. 8 

Vilano A1A Soirée, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Tickets: $109 per person, limited tick-

ets available
A Hyatt Place hotel takeover tasting 

event, with gourmet bites, indoors and 
outdoors. Guests receive a souvenir glass 
for unlimited beer, wine and spirits tast-
ings. Sample some of Northeast Florida’s 
best restaurants, live music and more 
— all with a laidback oceanfront Vilano 
Beach vibe.

SATURDAY, NOV. 9 
Guided tour through the GTM Re-

search Reserve/Wine & Cheese Paired 
Reception, 10:30 a.m. to noon.

Location: Guana Tolomato Matanzas 
Research Reserve, 505 Guana River 

WHISKEY  continues on Page 21

www.StarlingLiving.com
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FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS

Vedra
Ponte Premier

Dental

Dr. Kevin neal  |  Dr. Michael Winter
Dr. Andy Maples  |  Dr. Brian Maples

100 Professional Dr.  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(904) 285-8407  |  www.pvpdental.com

Experience the good a simple smile can do.

Personalized financial advice 
to help achieve your goals

Chris Thompson

Call/Text: 904.944.6042
O�ce: 904.380.2290 | Fax: 904.380.2323
818 A1A North, Suite 301, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993 

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®

Ameriprise Financial cannot guarantee future �nancial results. 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2024 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

Private Wealth Advisor
Managing Director 

“WE WORKED WITH TRASCA TO PUT
ON AN AMAZING EVENT AND THEIR
TEAM CATERED IT WONDERFULLY. I

DIDN’T HAVE TO THINK ABOUT FOOD
ONCE BECAUSE THEY WERE SO ON

TOP OF EVERYTHING.”

“WE ORDERED
CATERING AND THEIR
TIMELINESS, SERVICE,
AND DELICIOUS FOOD

WERE ALL TOP NOTCH.”

AWARD-WINNING, FAMILY-OWNED

E A T E R Y
THAT’S STEALING THE HEARTS OF PONTE VEDRA BEACH!

Order catering online at TRASCAandCO.com
Or call us at (904) 395-3989 for a custom order!

BONUS: Order $100 in catering & get a FREE catering salad!

Road, Ponte Vedra Beach
Tickets: $45 per person, limited tickets 

available
Enjoy exploring the great coastal 

outdoors and the natural beauty of the 
GTM Research Reserve with a private 
guided tour. The tour concludes with 
tasting some fantastic wines, paired with 
specialty cheeses. Teeming with life, the 
Guana Tolomato Matanzas National Estu-
arine Research Reserve (GTM Research 
Reserve) is a dynamic, ever-changing 
place with many interconnected habitats 
from the ocean to the forests. One of 29 
National Estuarine Research Reserves in 
the country, this landscape protects and 
provides for a great diversity of plants 
and animals. Guests will get to experi-
ence wildlife (and wine) up close.

SATURDAY, NOV. 9
W3 Grand Tasting – Whiskey, Wine 

& Wildlife, 2-5 p.m.
Location: Hyatt Place St. Augustine/

Vilano Beach, 117 Vilano Road, St. 
Augustine

Tickets: $129 per person
The main event combines all three of 

the W’s and much more for the perfect 
Vilano Beach afternoon. Enjoy culinary 
delights from up and down the A1A 
Corridor — some of Northeast Florida’s 

best! Guests will enjoy hundreds of 
unlimited varieties of beverage tastings 
(spirits, wines and beers) with a souvenir 
glass and live music. It’s a full afternoon 
of live music, the new Wildlife Lounge 
with the GTM Research Reserve wildlife 
demonstrations and more. Tickets are 
all-inclusive with food and drink tastings 
included.

Best Taste Awards and People’s 
Choice Awards, presented by Jackson-
ville Magazine. W3 attendees will vote 
for their favorite bites and sips during the 
event on Saturday. One People’s Choice 
Medal Award Winner in seven categories, 
including beverage tastings, will be an-
nounced at 4:15 p.m.

The Vilano Beach Main Street Silent 
Auction will feature some great deals 
on great items, including art, travel and 
food-and-drink packages, with 100% of 
the proceeds benefiting Vilano Beach 
Main Street. 

SUNDAY, NOV. 10 
W3 Sunday Jazz Brunch
Location: Pesca by Michael’s Hyatt 

Place St. Augustine/Vilano Beach, 117 
Vilano Road, St. Augustine

Tickets: $119 per person; family-
friendly event, 3- 12 years old, $39.

The grand finale brunch at Pesca by 
Michael’s will be a great way to end the 
weekend — an all-inclusive culinary and 
drink ticket for a fantastic brunch buffet 

with gourmet stations for breakfast- and 
lunch-lovers alike. The festival’s only 
family-friendly event provides families a 
delicious way to end the weekend! Bever-
age tasting stations will include sparkling 
wine, mimosas, bloody marys, spirits, 
wine and beers. Guests can continue to 
enjoy beverage tasting stations after their 
brunch.

NOTE: Brunch seating will be on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Groups of 
six or more should make advance reser-
vations to ensure same-table seating. 

Satellite parking lots and Old Town 
Trolley stops 

Parking is very limited on Vilano 
Beach. Old Town Trolleys will run every 
30 minutes and will provide the best and 
most hassle-free way to attend Saturday’s 
main event. The satellite parking shuttle 
service is free of charge for festival 
guests, with the schedule available on the 
festival website in the coming weeks.

There are great volunteer opportunities 
available with the festival. Volunteers 
have an opportunity to earn free festival 
tickets with only eight or more volunteer 
hours; go to whiskeywineandwildlife.
com/volunteer for more information.

Whiskey, Wine & Wildlife is supported 
by St. Johns County Tourism Develop-
ment Council, St. Johns Cultural Council, 
St. Augustine/Ponte Vedra, Florida’s 
Historic Coast and Vilano Beach Main 
Street.

Whiskey
Continued from 20

• Professionally installed    
   wall-to-wall carpet

• Large assortment  
   of unique, in-stock  
   area rugs

• Sisal, Seagrass, Jute

• Custom sized carpets    
   and rug pads

http://www.pvpdental.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
www.TrascaandCo.com
www.carpetconceptsjacksonville.com


By Chris Thompson

Talking with clients 
about the legacy they 
wish to leave behind is 
an essential part of my 
job as a financial advis-
er. How do they want to 
share their wealth with 
loved ones and charities 
that matter to them? 
What values do they 
want to pass down and 
what financial goals do 
they want to support for 

their children and grandchildren? How can they transfer 
their assets in a tax-efficient and planful manner? These 
are some of the many questions we cover in the course of 
these conversations.

If you find yourself asking similar questions about your 
own legacy, it may be time to think about whether a trust 
would make sense for your situation. Read on for a primer 
on how trusts work and their key benefits. 

What is a trust? 
In the simplest terms, trusts are legal entities that 

hold assets for the benefit of another. Trusts have three 
core components. A grantor is someone who creates and 
typically funds the trust. A beneficiary is someone who 
receives benefits from the trust assets, such as income, 
principal, or the right to use property (like a home). A 
trustee is someone who holds the legal title and manages 
the trust assets according to its terms. The trustee can be 

the grantor, another person considered qualified to handle 
trust administration, or an institution, such as a bank.

When the grantor sets up a trust, they specify:
• the intended purpose, 
• named beneficiaries and trustees, 
• provisions about when and what benefits/distributions 

each beneficiary will receive,  
• the trustee’s duties, and 
• when the trust will end. 

Key trust attributes 
Trusts might take effect while you’re living or upon 

your death. Here is a brief overview of the most common 
types of trusts:  
Living trusts vs. testamentary trusts

Living trusts, as the name implies, are established and 
funded during the grantor’s lifetime. The assets in a living 
trust can remain available for the grantor’s use and benefit 
during their lifetime, and usually pass to beneficiaries 
only after the grantor’s passing. Similar to a will, a liv-
ing trust provides the grantor broad discretion to specify 
how assets are distributed to the named beneficiaries. 
For example, a beneficiary may need to reach a specified 
age before receiving assets from the trust. Because assets 
held within a living trust typically avoid probate upon the 
grantor’s passing, they may be transferred with less delay 
and expense. The trust’s assets and terms typically remain 
confidential among beneficiaries, as compared to the pub-
lic disclosure usually involved with probate.

A testamentary trust is established at your death based 
on instructions laid out in your will. A trustee is identified 
who will manage assets on behalf of the trust’s benefi-
ciaries. After the will goes through probate, designated 

assets are shifted into the trust. The grantor can specify 
in advance how trust assets should be managed and how 
they are to be distributed to beneficiaries. 

Revocable trusts vs. Irrevocable trusts
Trusts can be revocable or irrevocable. Only trusts that 

are established during the grantor’s lifetime might remain 
fully revocable. This allows the grantor to alter the trust or 
even cancel it altogether if desired. While that flexibility 
can be beneficial, there are no immediate tax advantages 
and no creditor protection for assets held in the trust. 

An irrevocable trust typically limits the grantor from 
making any meaningful changes to the trust. When estab-
lished, the grantor often gives up ownership and control 
of the assets contributed to the trust. While this might 
involve making a taxable gift, this type of trust can be po-
tentially advantageous from a tax perspective and for pro-
tecting assets from creditors. Note that testamentary trusts 
are generally irrevocable and cannot be changed except in 
very limited circumstances, such as a court amendment.

Consider trusts in your planning process
Keep in mind that trusts are not just for those with 

significant wealth. Anybody seeking to preserve assets for 
children or grandchildren, avoid the expense and delay 
of probate, maintain greater privacy about their estate 
or protect assets from creditors may want to explore the 
advantages trusts can offer. Trusts are complex and there 
are fees associated with setting them up. Consult an expe-
rienced financial adviser and an estate attorney to review 
your situation and consider whether a trust makes sense 

Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery
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How a trust helps to transfer wealth to heirs
GUEST COLUMN

HEIRS  continues on Page 23
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R.S.V.P is Required by Friday, November 15, 2024
to Thomas Rohloff at 904-273-7918 or by
e-mail at Thomas.Rohloff@WFA.com

Host

Guest Speaker

Written by/for Wells Fargo 
Advisors

Married couples face some financial 
considerations that single individuals 
simply don’t. For example, married cou-
ples can file their taxes as married, either 
jointly or separately, at both the federal 
and state level. But does simply checking 
a different box on your tax forms guaran-
tee a better outcome? Not necessarily. 

If you both earn roughly the same 
amount, being married and filing jointly 
could bump you into a higher tax bracket. 
On the contrary, if one spouse earns little 
or no income and the other is the primary 
wage earner, filing jointly may result 
in paying less taxes. In other words, by 
tying the knot, you may wind up owing 
the IRS more or less than if you remained 
single. Your tax adviser can help de-
termine the potential outcome for your 
situation.

Domestic partnerships and civil unions
Although a handful of states recognize 

domestic partnerships and civil unions, 
the IRS does not. So, while these desig-
nations may offer some of the same rights 
and responsibilities available to married 
couples, it’s only at a state level and on a 
state-by-state basis.

Benefits for married couples
Here are a few benefits married couples 

can enjoy, assuming both spouses are 
U.S. citizens:

• The ability to transfer an unlimited 
amount of assets to your spouse, free 
from federal gift or estate taxes, either 
during life or at death.

• More tax-planning options upon in-
heriting your spouse’s retirement account.

• The right to open an IRA on your 
spouse’s earnings record, if you are 
unemployed.

Timing your marriage
If you’re thinking about marriage, 

choosing a wedding date that accom-
modates family, friends and employers 
— not to mention the venue and recep-
tion hall — can be a wedding planner’s 
greatest challenge. To complicate matters 
even more, should you also consider 
the IRS when selecting a date? Your tax 
adviser can help you decide, but here are 
some things to think about:

Your tax filing status is determined on 
Dec. 31 of each year. For tax purposes, 
that means even if you wait until the last 
day of the year to walk down the aisle, 
the IRS will consider you married for that 
entire year. If there is a notable dispar-
ity between your two incomes, getting 
married by Dec. 31 could benefit your 
tax situation. However, if your combined 
income pushes you into a higher tax 
bracket, you may want to wait to the fol-
lowing year to marry to avoid a negative 
impact on your current-year tax bill.

Income isn’t the only factor that influ-
ences whether marriage could impact 
your tax situation.  Answering questions 
such as who incurs deductible expenses, 
who can claim children as dependents 
and what tax preferences you might 
qualify for can also help you gauge the 
potential effects of marriage on your tax 
situation — and help you determine the 
best time to exchange vows.

Our firm does not provide legal or tax advice.
This article was written by/for Wells Fargo Advi-
sors and provided courtesy of Ponte Vedra Wealth 
Management Group in Ponte Vedra Beach at 
904-273-7918.
Investment and Insurance Products are:
• Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Govern-
ment Agency
• Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guaran-
teed by, the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate
• Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possible 
Loss of the Principal Amount Invested
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by 
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member 
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. PM-06052025-
6140977.1.1
©2024 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC.

Financial issues to 
consider before marriage

GUEST COLUMN

for your estate plan. 

Chris Thompson, CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ® is a Private 
Wealth Advisor and managing director with 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC in Ponte Vedra, 
FL. He specializes in fee-based financial planning 
and asset management strategies and has been in 
practice for 31 years. To contact him, www.ameri-
priseadvisors.com/chris.thompson, 904-944-6042 
at 818 A1A N, Suite 301, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL.

Ameriprise Financial, Inc. and its affiliates do not 
offer tax or legal advice. Consumers should consult 
with their tax adviser or attorney regarding their 
specific situation.
Investment products are not insured by the FDIC, 
NCUA or any federal agency, are not deposits or 
obligations of, or guaranteed by any financial 
institution, and involve investment risks including 
possible loss of principal and fluctuation in value.
Investment advisory products and services are 
made available through Ameriprise Financial 
Services, LLC, a registered investment adviser.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA 
and SIPC.  
© 2023 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights 
reserved.

Heirs
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ALHAMBRA SEASON SCHEDULE

Southern Fried  
Funeral

JANUARY 9 - FEBRUARY 9

West Side Story
FEB. 20 – MARCH 30 

Beautiful
The Carole King Musical

APRIL 3 – MAY 11

My Fair Lady 
MAY 15 – JUNE 22  

Roald Dahl’s 
Charlie and the  

Chocolate Factory 
JUNE 26 – AUGUST 17  

Fall Surprise  
AUGUST 28 – OCT. 5  

The Mystery of  
Edwin Drood  

OCT. 9 – NOV. 16

Elf The Musical  
NOV. 20 - DEC. 24

 SEASON  

SCHEDULE

P R O U D LY  A N N O U N C I N G  O U R

H 2025 H

G ET  YO U R  S E A S O N  T I C K ETS  TO D AY !

Send your arts news to 
news@pontevedrarecorder.com In the Arts 
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Event to feature a cappella
quartet and art exhibition
For The Recorder

Beaches Fine Arts Series will pres-
ent Kings Return, a quartet of a cappella 
singers of gospel and pop music, at 4 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 3, at St. Paul’s by-the-Sea 
Episcopal Church, 465 11th Ave. N., Jack-
sonville Beach. Doors open at 3:15 p.m. 
and seating is first-come, first-served.

Admission is free.
An art exhibit by Denise Sawyer-John-

son will also be featured.
A reception follows, hosted by Uptown 

Civitan.
The Signature Concert Sponsor is the 

City of Atlantic Beach.

Kings Return
Dynamic and soothing four-piece vocal 

group Kings Return takes pride in craft-
ing a diverse yet supremely cohesive a 
cappella sound: The blend of their unique 
vocal timbres is so rich and so smooth 
that, at times, it sounds more like a full 
choir than a mere four men.

Discovered after posting a series of 
bare-bones stairwell performances that 
went viral, their music is a balm to the 
soul, laced with expansive harmonies 
that flex the agility and effortless range of 
their vocal talent.

Their sound has earned comparisons 
to acts like Take 6 and Boyz II Men. But 

what sets Kings Return apart is their 
seamless integration of a wide range of 
genres and styles. Drawn to the flex-
ibility of a cappella music, they take full 
advantage of the genre-mixing aspects of 
the tradition. Their brand of R&B is en-
twined with free moments of jazz, soulful 
bursts of gospel and bright touches of pop 
— all built on a solid, classical founda-
tion.

Composed of tenor Vaughn Faison, 
bass Gabe Kunda, tenor JE McKissic and 
baritone Jamall Williams, the Dallas-
based quartet has captured the hearts of 
millions of fans in-person and online.

Diane Sawyer-Johnson
Diane Sawyer-Johnson’s works have 

been selected for four juried shows. Art 

enthusiasts from Atlanta, Maryland, D.C., 
Savannah, Orlando, Miami and Boston 
have added her creations to their collec-
tions.

She has received a best in class (mixed 
media) first place award in 2018, two 
honorable mentions in 2018-2019. She 
was the featured artist at the Players by 
the Sea Theater twice in the past two 
years and at Reddi Arts galleries.

Additionally, she was the featured artist 
at the Jacksonville Ballet in September-
December 2021, and is currently exhibit-
ing with other stellar local artists at the 
Arts Cooperative of Jacksonville on East 
Adams Street downtown.

Local 
author 
to sign 
books

Jacksonville 
Beach author Ron 
Whittington will 
be signing copies 
of his new thriller, 
“In Disguise of 
the Storm,” from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 

2, at The Book Mark, 220 First St., 
Neptune Beach.

In the fourth book of the series, 
businessman-turned-spy Parker 
Glynn is assigned to investigate the 
disappearance of a father searching 
for his runaway daughter who may 
be involved with a prostitution ring 
in South Texas operated by Pakistani 
“Risky” Bhakta — who is suspected 
of having ties with al-Qaeda.

Glynn soon uncovers Bhakta has 
total control over women he employs 
— and is confronted with a twisted 
terrorist plot involving human 
trafficking and genocide aimed at 
Western Civilization.

Whittington draws on his personal 
experience as a first responder after 
Hurricane Ike hit the Texas Gulf 
Coast in September 2008 — where 
most of the book’s action takes place.

“In Disguise of the Storm” can be 
ordered at any bookstore through 
publisher Ingram Books. 

Other thrillers in the series include 
“Second Strike,” “Dopplegänged” 
and “Free Surface Effect,” along 
with short stories “The Devil You 
Don’t” and “Seized Desires.” For 
more information about upcoming 
book signings or to purchase any 
books in the series, go to ronwhit-
tington.com.

A print and broadcast reporter, 
freelance writer and public relations 
professional, Whittington was a 
ghostwriter on two national best-
selling books prior to releasing his 
first thriller in 2010.

Ron Whittington

Contributed photos
A work by artist Diane Sawyer-Johnson.

Kings Return is comprised of Vaughn Faison, 
Gabe Kunda, JE McKissic and Jamall Williams.

mailto:news@pontevedrarecorder.com
http://www.PonteVedraRecorder.com
www.alhambrajax.com
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Stunning and riveting, 
an experience filled  
with warmth!  
The Symphony’s imaginative  
programming and skilled  
execution continue to inspire  
me each time I enter the hall. 
If you haven’t been to a concert  
yet, now is the time!”  

               Jacksonville Symphony Patron

“
Upcoming Experiences
• Sibelius’ Violin & Elgar’s Enigma 
 October 18 & 19

• Conrad Tao: Piano Phenom 
 October 24 & 25

• Organ Chamber Concert 
 November 3

• Rodrigo & Ravel’s Boléro 
 November 8 & 9

• Harry Potter and the Deathly  
 Hallows™ – Part 1 in Concert 
 November 15 & 16

Explore the entire 75th anniversary season
JaxSymphony.org • 904.354.5547

Classical guitarist to join 
symphony for concert

The Jacksonville Symphony presents 
its third Florida Blue Classical concert 
of the season with “Rodrigo & Ravel’s 
Boléro” on Nov. 8 and 9, led by Conduc-
tor Kevin Fitzgerald and featuring one 
of the world’s most celebrated classical 
guitarists, Miloš Karadaglić. The pro-
gram is full of flair, passion and the spirit 
of Spain with Maurice Ravel’s “Boléro,” 
Manuel de Falla's “The Three-Cornered 
Hat” Suite No. 1, Joaquín Rodrigo’s 
“Concierto de Aranjuez” and more.

The iconic “Boléro,” is one of the most 
frequently performed pieces, receiving 
massive attention after it was featured 
in the 1979 film “10” starring Dudley 
Moore and Bo Derek. Musicians will 
perform two additional pieces by Ravel, 
“Rapsodie espagnole” and “Alborada del 
gracioso.” 

“Ravel has been the center of my musi-
cal universe for as long as I can remem-
ber, and so when I was given a chance to 
program these three pieces, all inspired 
by his love for the music of Spain, I 
didn't hesitate,” said Fitzgerald.

Karadaglić, known as MILOŠ, has 
appeared as a soloist with other great 
orchestras including the London and 

L.A. Philharmonics, Atlanta Symphony, 
Philadelphia Orchestra, Chicago Sym-
phony, Cleveland Orchestra, Orquesta 
Nacional de España, Santa Cecilia Rome 
and NHK Tokyo. The Symphony is en-
thusiastic about this performance, where 
he’ll shine during Rodrigo’s “Concierto 
de Aranjuez” — a piece full of drama and 
electricity.

Tickets are available at JaxSym-
phony.org or by calling the Box Office at 
904.354.5547. This concert is sponsored 
by Florida Blue.

Photo by Christoph Kostlin
Miloš Karadaglić

‘13: The Musical’ 
on stage Nov. 1-3 

Apex Theatre Studio will conclude 
its fall season with the coming-of-
age Broadway musical, “13,” with 
performances running Nov. 1-3 at the 
Waterworks, 184 San Marco Ave, St. 
Augustine.

Geek. Poser. Jock. Beauty Queen. 
Wannabe. These are the labels that can 
last a lifetime. With an unforgettable 
rock score from Tony Award-winning 
composer Jason Robert Brown, “13” is 
a musical about fitting in — and stand-
ing out!

“This is a show our young artists 
have been wanting to bring to the 
stage,” said director Isabel Dondero. “It 
is funny but also speaks to issues of ac-
ceptance, which our company of young 
artists can relate to during the middle 
school years.”

Evan Goldman is plucked from his 
fast-paced, preteen New York City life 
and plopped into a sleepy Indiana town 
following his parents' divorce. Sur-
rounded by an array of simpleminded 
middle school students, he needs to 
establish his place in the popularity 
pecking order. Can he situate himself 
on a comfortable link of the food chain 

... or will he dangle at the end with the 
outcasts?

Performances are scheduled for 
Friday, Nov. 1, through Sunday, Nov. 
3. The show is not recommended for 
audiences younger than 12.

The creative team includes Isabel 
Dondero (director), Joshua Sewell 
(musical director) and Tess Sturgeon 
(choreographer). The show contains 
some mild adult language and themes. 
Running time is two hours, which 
includes a 15-minute intermission. 

Tickets are $22. For reservations and 
information, go to apextheatrejax.com/
events.

www.JaxSymphony.org
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The Rotary Club of Palm Valley Presents 
Caring for Our Commmunity - A Fundraising Event Benefitting:

• Down Syndrome Assocation of Jacksonville - Assisting families 
of those with Down syndrome with information, support and 
guidance.

• The Gabriel House of Care - Provides affordable lodging for 
cancer and organ transplant patients.

• S.A.F.E. Saving Animals from Euthanasia - Provides a safe haven 
for cats and dogs living in an animal shelter waiting for adoption.

(none worth less than the cost of your raffle ticket)

• First Coast Register Magazine - 1/2 page ad and 1-year Recorder Subscription         $$$$
• Youthful Medical Spa - Microneedling Gift Certificate – 2 winners $$$$
• Zimmiz Hair Designers – Haircut & Blow Dry/Gel Manicure $$
• Marsh Landing Country Club - Golf for 4 $$$$
• Youthful Medical Spa - Hydrafacial Gift Certificate – 2 winners $$$$
• Alhambra Theatre & Dining – 2 Tickets $$
• Jacksonville Zoo – 4 Tickets $$
• Youthful Medical Spa - Cool Sculpting Gift Certificates – 2 winners $$$$
• Jacksonville Symphony - Tickets for 2 (with restrictions) – 2 winners $$
• Brumos Car Museum - Guided Tour for 4
         & Subaru of Jacksonville - 1 free oil change $$$
• TPC Valley Course - Golf for 4 $$$$
• Boat House Restaurant  -$100 Gift Certificate $
• SoNapa Grille Restaurant - $100 Gift Certificate $
• Medure Brothers at Mayo Restaurant - $100 Gift Certificate $
• J. McLaughlin - Light Pink Cashmere Throw $$
• Ace Hardware Ponte Vedra Beach - $100 Gift Certificate $
• Argyle Restaurant - $100 Gift Certificate + Bottle of Champagne & 2 glasses   $$
• Beach Bowl Gift Certificates - 4 one-hour bowling and 4 - $45  arcade $$
• Palm Valley Outdoors - $50 Lunch GC and $150 Dinner GC $$
• St. Augustine Amphitheatre – 2 Tickets to the Warren Zeiders Concert $$
• Restaurant Variety Gift Certificate Pack – Pusser’s & 1810 Tacos y Tequila $$
• Ruth’s Chris Steak House - $200 Gift Certificate $$
• Underwood Jewelers - Sterling Silver Blue Topaz Pendant Necklace $
• Underwood Jewelers - Gold Vermeil Blue Topaz Pendant Necklace $
• Florida Water Tours - Dolphin & Wildlife Adventure Tour & Sunset Cruise $$
• Ten Salon - $257 Gift Basket
          (includes haircut & blow-dry plus lotion, hairspray, shampoo & conditioner) $$

Raffle Ticket Donation:  $100
Maximum Number of Tickets:  250
Last Date to Purchase Tickets: Friday, Nov. 15, 2024
Drawing:  Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, 7:00 p.m.
Winning ticket numbers will be posted on 
www.PalmValleyRotaryClub.org

Order Tickets Here:

Additional P rizes Raffle Information

501 (c) 3 Tax ID# 20-4952961   51 Village Walk, Ponte Vedra Beach, Fl. 32082-8209 
“A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the division of consumer services by calling toll-free within the 

state. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.” 1-800-435-7352  www.floridaconsumerhelp.com 

PRIZE VALUE LEGEND
$ $100
$$ $101 - $300
$$$ $301 - $500
$$$$ $501 - $1000
$$$$$ $1700 - GRAND PRIZE

Grand P rize
Dinner for 6 on January 24, 2025, 

at Epping Forest Yacht Club 
with Executive Chef, Tim Turner.

AND CASH PRIZES:
• 2 ticket holders will win $250 cash!
• 1 ticket holder will win $200 cash!
• 3 ticket holders will win $100 cash!

https://PalmValleyRotaryClub.org/
page/CaringforOurCommunityRaffle  

Club of Palm Valley

http://www.PalmValleyRotaryClub.orgOrder
http://www.floridaconsumerhelp.com
https://PalmValleyRotaryClub.org/page/CaringforOurCommunityRaffle
https://PalmValleyRotaryClub.org/page/CaringforOurCommunityRaffle
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Sports
www.PonteVedraRecorder.com

Send your sports news to 
news@pontevedrarecorder.com 

For LIVE Sports and updates,
follow our Twitter, @PVR_sports

Sharks prove to be road warriors in win over IMG Academy squad  
By Anthony Richards

A deep playoff run will most likely mean an eventual 
long road trip to another part of the state and the Ponte 
Vedra Sharks proved that they have what it takes with a 
27-14 victory over IMG Academy White on Oct. 24.

The Sharks (7-2) made the nearly four-hour road trip to 
Bradenton, which head coach Steve Price scheduled as a 
nice test and a dress rehearsal of sorts for what the Sharks 
could face in the postseason.

Well, the Sharks passed the test with flying colors as 
they jumped out to a 21-0 halftime lead and never looked 
back.

The Ascenders (5-3) had no answer for Brian Case 
running the ball, which has been a common theme for 
Sharks’ opponents this season, as he finished with 139 
yards and two touchdowns on 20 carries for a whopping 
seven-yard average.

Drew Price added a pair of touchdowns passing to 
Caleb Stanton and Jack Berquist. He completed eight 

passes in the game to six different receivers, including 
sophomore Tucker Henderson joining the mix by hauling 
in a 38-yard pass, just his second reception of the season 
at the varsity level.

Junior defensive end Reece Beck continues to find his 
groove with the Sharks’ defense and has popped a lot in 
recent weeks and that was the case once again.

Beck had three of the Sharks’ six sacks on the night and 
was also credited with two more quarterback hurries, four 
tackles for a loss and recovered a fumble.

Also, part of the sack brigade were Talan Babin, Ryker 
Kemp and Martin Geary.

Babin’s big night did not stop there, as he also finished 
with seven tackles, three for a loss.

The Sharks will wrap up the regular season at home 
against the Creekside Knights (5-4) on Nov. 1 at 7 p.m. 
The contest will be senior night with several festivities 
planned to honor the seniors in possibly their last game in 
the Shark Tank.

Sophomore tight end Caleb Stanton continues to de-
velop into a receiving force, especially in the red zone.

Senior Ryker Kemp was one of four players who had a sack for the Sharks against IMG 
Academy White.

Photos by Anthony Richards
Drew Price and Brian Case continue to be major cogs in the Sharks’ offensive attack.

http://www.PonteVedraRecorder.com
mailto:news@pontevedrarecorder.com
www.HondaOfTheAvenues.com
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thers as senior Elisha Luckett returned 
the opening kickoff 90 yards for the 
score and they were on the board with 
a bang.

“We’ve been practicing kick return a 
lot, and I just saw my blockers do their 
thing and when I saw the opening I just 
hit it full speed,” Luckett said. 

From then on, it was a show put on 
by the Panthers’ offensively, especially 
through the air as Nate Harry tossed 
four touchdown strikes on the night 
to four different receivers. He finished 
just playing the first half and completed 
seven of 10 passes for 271 yards to ac-

company the touchdowns.
“I’ll tell you what, Nate Harry was 

lights out tonight,” Nease head coach 
Collin Drafts said. “It was just pitch 
and catch out there, and you can’t ask 
for a better first half then to be up 41-
0.”  

The receivers Harry connected with 
included Tyler Ghazanfari, Maddox 
Spencer, Fletcher Reston and Vernon 
Stephens.

Much of the Panthers’ success came 
on deep balls, as two of Harry’s touch-
down passes in the game went for 43 
and 59 yards, as well as other chunk 
plays that set up other scores.

Stephens ended up with two receiv-
ing touchdowns on the night as he also 
caught a 71-yarder from senior John 

Carragher, who came in and played 
quarterback in the second half.

The defense shut out the Toros in the 
first half and forced a pair of turnovers 
with Luckett and Kash Kolbow inter-
cepting passes.

Luckett’s interception came on a 
lofted ball into the secondary, where he 
showcased his athletic ability by boxing 
out the receiver and making a nice grab 
to high point the pass.

“That play was just all about watch-
ing film,” Luckett said. “Coach “G” 
(Garth) really puts it in our minds to be 
disciplined and to be ready for all fake 
and trickery stuff. I knew once I saw the 
ball in the air, that I just had to go make 
a play.”

District
Continued from 1

Elisha Luckett (No. 9) celebrates with teammates after he 
intercepted a pass.

Members of the Nease defense gather for a photo following a 
forced turnover.

Photos by Anthony Richards
Elisha Luckett leaps to intercept a pass.

Nate Harry was an efficient passer on the night throwing for 
four touchdowns and 271 yards.

11/29, 11/30, 12/7, 12/14, 12/21, 12/22 
Dates: 

Enjoy a Holiday Tradition at Vernon's First Coast Kitchen. Join us for Teddy Bear Tea, each
table will receive traditional savory and sweet treats as well as tea service. 

$55.00 ++ per person  $30.00 ++ Children 12 and under
 Includes 2024 Sawgrass Marriott Teddy Bear

https://www.opentable.com/vernons-restaurant
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Home 
Improvement

First Home Electric
Service and Repairs
(904) 587-9237
Serving all of St. Johns

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or damaged 
frames? Need outside noise reduc-
tion? New, energy efficient windows 
may be the answer! Call for a con-
sultation & FREE quote today. 
1-888-993-3693. You will be asked 
for the zip code of the property when 
connecting.

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  Call 
1-888-967-1158 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits your 
budget!  Call: 1-888-521-2793

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 
other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 1-877-644-9799  Have zip 
code of property ready when calling!

Home 
Improvement

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7:  1-866-782-4060. Have 
zip code of service location ready 
when you call!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 1-855-315-1952

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

All Line Ads are 4 lines, 
20 to 25 Characters Per Line. 

*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

CLASSIFIED RATES 2024
Message to Advertisers:
All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 

of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #CALL APRIL SNYDER
285-8831 ext. 1204

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

Celebrating 25 years of worship 
in a former stable!

Come see its natural charm. 
Sundays at 9:45 am.

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
904-285-5347 | LordOfLifePVB.org

Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, 
FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-
22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing 
that fits your budget!1

1-855-595-2102
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

+

Legals

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
File No. CP24-0760
Division 59
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
JOYCE MARIE LIBBEY, 
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of 
JOYCE MARIE LIBBEY, deceased, 
whose date of death was September 20, 
2024, is pending in the Circuit Court for 
St. Johns County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is 4010 Lewis 
Speedway, St. Augustine, FL 32084. The 
names and addresses of the personal 
representative and the personal repre-
sentative’s attorney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom 
a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 
3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE 
ON THEM.
The personal representative has no duty 
to discover whether any property held at 
the time of the decedent’s death by the 
decedent or the decedent’s surviving 
spouse is property to which the Florida 
Uniform Disposition of Community Prop-
erty Rights at Death Act as described in 
ss. 732.216-732.228, Florida Statutes, 
applies, or may apply, unless a written 
demand is made by a creditor as speci-
fied under s. 732.2211, Florida Statutes.
All other creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate must file their 
claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORI-
DA STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL 
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM 
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE 
AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this notice 
is October 31, 2024.
Personal Representative:
/s/ Richard L. Waler, Jr.
RICHARD L. WALER, JR.
P.O. Bo 4497
St. Augustine, Florida 32085
Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/ James E. Bedsole, Esq.
JAMES E. BEDSOLE, ESQ.
FL. Bar No.: 500194
2450 Old Moultrie Road, Ste. 104
St. Augustine, FL 32086
Tel: (904) 797-8701
service@bedsolelaw.com
Legal 105733 Published 10/31/2024 
and 11/7/2024 in St. Johns County 
Ponte Vedra Recorder newspaper

Legals

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
File No. CP24-0759
Division 59
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
JAMES K. LIBBEY,
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of 
JAMES K. LIBBEY, deceased, whose 
date of death was June 29, 2023, is 
pending in the Circuit Court for St. Johns 
County, Florida, Probate Division, the ad-
dress of which is 4010 Lewis Speedway, 
St. Augustine, FL 32084. The names and 
addresses of the personal representative 
and the personal representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom 
a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 
3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE 
ON THEM.
The personal representative has no duty 
to discover whether any property held at 
the time of the decedent’s death by the 
decedent or the decedent’s surviving 
spouse is property to which the Florida 
Uniform Disposition of Community Prop-
erty Rights at Death Act as described in 
ss. 732.216-732.228, Florida Statutes, 
applies, or may apply, unless a written 
demand is made by a creditor as speci-
fied under s. 732.2211, Florida Statutes.
All other creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate must file their 
claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORI-
DA STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL 
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM 
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE 
AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this notice 
is October 31, 2024.
Personal Representative:
/s/ Richard L. Waler, Jr.
RICHARD L. WALER, JR.
100 Waler Way
St. Augustine, Florida 32085
Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/ James E. Bedsole
JAMES E. BEDSOLE, ESQ.
FL. Bar No.: 500194
2450 Old Moultrie Road, Ste. 104
St. Augustine, FL 32086
Tel: (904) 797-8701
service@bedsolelaw.com
Legal 105473 Published 10/31/2024 
and 11/7/2024 in St. Johns County 
Ponte Vedra Recorder newspaper

http://www.pontevedrarecorder.com
mailto:service@bedsolelaw.com
mailto:service@bedsolelaw.com
www.ftri.org
www.LordOfLifePVB.org
tel:18555952102
tel:18554171306
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LEGAL NOTICES

Reach 6 million 
homes nationwide

To inquire about placing an ad 
in this section,call 904-264-3200

Autos Wanted
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 

Help and Support our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

Health & Fitness
Dental insurance from Physicians 

Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400+ procedures. Real dental 
insurance - not just a discount plan. Get 
your free  Information Kit with details! 
1-855-526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/
ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy users! 
Discover oxygen therapy that moves 
with you with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. Free information kit. 
1-866-477-9045

Home Services
Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got 

Storm Damage? You need a local expert 
provider that proudly stands behind 
their work. Fast, free estimate. Financing 
available. Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage cleanup: A small 
amount of water can cause major 
damage to your home. Our trusted 
professionals dry out wet areas & repair 
to protect your family & your home value! 
Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809. Have zip code!

Professional lawn service: 
Fertilization, weed control, seeding, 
aeration & mosquito control. Call now 
for a free quote. Ask about our first 
application special! 1-833-606-6777

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages 

today with a Generac Home Standby 

Generator. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule 
free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

Bath & shower updates in as 
little as 1 day! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& military discounts available. 1-877-
543-9189

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 1920. 
Consultation, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free author’s guide 
1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/ads

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-
in tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. 
Now featuring our free shower package 
& $1600 off - limited time! Financing 
available. 1-855-417-1306

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation ExpertsOver 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free info package 
& learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. 833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most 
local MLB Games! Choice Package 
$89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 

devices at once. HBO Max included for 
3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) 
No contract or hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-866-859-0405

Replace your roof w/the best 
looking & longest lasting material steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off 
install + Additional 10% off install (military, 
health & 1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited time, waving 
ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by 
dealer. Offer ends 12/29/24.) Call 1-844-
501-3208

Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today! 1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins take less than 60 
seconds. Don’t wait! Protect your family, 
your home, your assets now for as little 
as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

MobileHelp America’s premier 
mobile medical alert system. Whether 
you’re home or away. For safety & peace 
of mind. No long term contracts! Free 
brochure! Call 1-888-489-3936

We buy houses for cash as is! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get cash offer & get 
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-844-877-5833

Auctions

REAL ESTATE AUCTION – Nov. 
7 at 11 AM. Discover an extraor-
dinary opportunity to own a piece 
of West Virginia’s stunning natural 
landscape.  3,377± Acres located 
in Greenbrier and Monroe Counties 
are being offered in 21 tracts, rang-
ing in size from 5 to 1,000 Acres. 
Several tracts are only minutes to 
the Greenbrier Resort. Online bid-
ding is available. Visit woltz.com for 
details or call Woltz & Associates, 
Inc., Real Estate Brokers & Auc-
tioneers. 800-551-3588. Jim Woltz, 
Broker (WVAL #1000). 5% Buyer’s 
Premium.

Other

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:  
888-815-4341

Medical

YOU MAY QUALIFY for disability 
benefits if you have are between 52-
63 years old and under a doctor’s 
care for a health condition that pre-
vents you from working for a year or 
more. Call now! 1-888-222-1803

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 866-472-
8591.

2024

The Recorder presents the second annual Best of the Beaches, 
featuring your favorite businesses in Jacksonville Beach, Neptune 

Beach, Atlantic Beach and Ponte Vedra Beach! This includes 
businesses in zip codes 32250, 32266, 32233, and 32082.

Readers have the chance to nominate their favorite businesses 
in various categories online, such as auto & transportation, home 

& finance, food & drink and more! Online voting will begin once 
nominations are complete.

Give your favorite business the recognition they deserve, and 
nominate them as the Best of the Best in their category! 

NOMINATIONS END 
NOVEMBER 10TH

www.pontevedrarecorder.com/bestofbeaches2024

NOMINATIONS: Oct. 4 - Nov. 10
VOTING: Nov. 11 - Dec. 2

WINNERS ANNOUNCED/
WINNER’S CIRCLE PUBS:  Dec. 26

mailto:legal@PonteVedraRecorder.com
http://www.dental50plus.com/
http://www.pontevedrarecorder.com/bestofbeaches2024
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ACROSS
 1.  Unequaled
  5.  __-fi (slang)
  8.  Synthetic resin
 11.  Chadic language Bura-__
 13.  Influential come 
 Election Day
 14.  Bucket
 15.  European river
 16.  Earn a perfect score
 17.  Horizontal passage
 18.  Barely sufficient
 20.  Dekaliter
 21.  Goo Goo Dolls hit
 22.  Australian city
 25.  Female servants
 30.  Plumbing fixtures
 31.  Tooth caregiver
 32.  Book of Esther antagonist
 33.  Say aloud
 38.  Thyrotrophic hormone 
 41.  Absolute
 43.  Untimely
 45.  Area or neighborhood
 47.  Juicy fruit
 49.  Expresses distaste, 
 disapproval
 50.  S. American rodents
 55.  Swedish rock group
 56.  Influential American
 president
 57.  Volume
 59.  Begged
 60.  Resin-like substance 
 secreted by certain 
 lac insects
 61.  Spiritual leader of 
 a Jewish congregation
 62.  Good friend
 63.  Body part
 64.  Tableland
 
DOWN
  1.  Barrels per day (abbr.)
  2.  Body parts

  3.  Invests in little enterprises
  4.  Rock legend Turner
  5.  Dug into
  6.  Laughed
  7.  Northern European 
 nation
  8.  San Diego ballplayer
  9.  Eight
 10.  Substitutes (abbr.)
 12.  Moved swiftly on foot
 14.  Compensated
 19.  Volcano in the Philippines
 23.  Speak ill of
 24.  One who publishes
 25.  Expression of bafflement
 26.  Macaws
 27.  Matchstick game
 28.  We all have our own
 29.  Divinatory

 34.  Explosive
 35.  Follows sigma
 36.  Sea eagle
 37.  Type of bread
 39.  Bit used with a set of reins
 40.  Time away from work
 41.  Parts per thousand (abbr.)
 42.  Lots on your plate (abbr.)
 44.  Actor Brosnan
 45.  It’s part of packaging
 46.  Towards the oral region
 47.  Public Theater creator 
 Joseph
 48.  Ancient Syrian city
 51.  Swiss river
 52.  Mollusk
 53.  A French abbot
 54.  Hoagies
 58.  Not present (slang)

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Retirement have you
stumped? Let’s solve

it together.

SERVING RETIREES FOR OVER 22 YEARS

Get a secure plan tailored to your
needs, wants and what-ifs. Contact

us today for a free consultation. 

904-425-0943 RetirementTeam.com

Retirement Planning  |  Financial Strategies

Investment Management

Materials offered by Stratton & Company provide general information on the
subjects covered. Not intended to provide specific financial, legal or tax advice.

Investment advisory services offered by duly registered individuals through
CreativeOne Wealth, LLC a Registered Investment Adviser. CreativeOne Wealth,

LLC and Stratton & Company are unaffiliated entities. Insurance and annuities
offered by duly licensed agents. We do not give legal or tax advice, you are

encouraged to consult your tax advisor or attorney. By contacting us or attending
events, you may be offered a meeting to discuss how investment and/or

insurance services may meet your retirement needs.

When should I take
Social Security?

Can I afford
to retire? What if property

taxes go up?

How long will my
money last?

What if I live
a long time?

What if the
market goes

down?

www.RetirementTeam.com
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(904) 642-5111 (904) 642-5111 
4700 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32216 | www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com

2018 CADILLAC ESCALADE ESV

SALE PRICE $29,728
108,361 MILES | STOCK# JR246032

2024 CADILLAC XT4

SALE PRICE $46,448
2,027 MILES | STOCK# RF161101

2022 RAM 2500 BIG HORN

SALE PRICE $44,988
42 MILES | STOCK# NG440955

2022 RAM 1500 BIG HORN

SALE PRICE $37,088
28 MILES | STOCK# NN459513

2023 BMW X7

SALE PRICE $70,988
11,069 MILES | STOCK# P9P21559

2023 CADILLAC CT5-V

SALE PRICE $89,218
21,090 MILES | STOCK# P0810663

2023 BMW X1

SALE PRICE $27,998
28,274 MILES | STOCK# P5W03421

2017 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER

SALE PRICE $10,778
110,825 MILES | STOCK# HZ064839

2019 LEXUS ES 350

SALE PRICE $26,788
70,420 MILES | STOCK#KU041792

2022 CADILLAC XT5

SALE PRICE $44,988
6,514 MILES | STOCK# NZ142310

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY - READY TO DRIVE OFF THE LOT!

D R I V E  H O M E  A  L E G E N D 
Transform your lifestyle with the 2024 CADILLAC ESCALADE and 

experience this legendary luxury SUV for yourself.

RECEIVE A

$4,000
CADILLAC LOYALTY 

REBATE1

TOWARD THE PURCHASE  
OR LEASE OF AN ELIGIBLE  

2024 ESCALADE

1. Excludes ESCALADE-V. Must currently own a 2010 model year or newer, or lease a 2019 model year or newer Cadillac for at least 30 days prior to new vehicle sale.
Offer is transferable to individuals residing in the same household (same address). Transferee must provide proof of address. Financing or leasing of the new vehicle is subject to credit approval. Not compatible with 

some other offers. See dealer for details. Standard credit criteria apply. Not all customers will qualify for purchase or lease financing. Other restrictions apply. Must take new delivery by 10/31/2024.

http://www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com



