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Get behind the wheel of the world’s first  
electric Hyper-SUV, 905 hp - 0-62 2.95 sec.

Lotus of Jacksonville - 11650 Beach Blvd, Jacksonville

ELETRE REVEAL
& TEST DRIVE EVENT

RSVP TODAY at  www.lotusofjacksonville.com

ELETREELETRE
The electric Hyper-SUV The electric Hyper-SUV 
with racecar DNA.with racecar DNA.

By Shaun Ryan

Underwood’s, one of the premier 
jewelry retailers in Northeast Florida, 
recently announced the appointment 
of Michael Richards as president. The 
company’s former vice president and 
chief operating officer began his new 
role on July 1.

Longtime Chairman and now-
former President Clayton Bromberg 
remains active in the chairman role, 
influencing the business’s strategic 
direction, merchandising, diamond 
buying and inventory procurement.

Richards oversees the watch 
departments, multiple jewelry lines, 
repair departments, human resources, 
accounts payable and receivable, com-
pliance and more.

He expressed appreciation for the 
accomplishments of Bromberg, who 
was appointed Underwood’s president 

By Anthony Richards 

In many ways life is full of stories, and 
how capturing these stories can be crucial 
to help brand and sell a product com-
prised the primary talking points during 
the latest Circle of Creation event hosted 
by the link on July 10.

“There’s a story behind every product,” 
said Keeli Scarlett, storyteller at the link. 
“Branding is all about storytelling.”

Scarlett was a key speaker on the night 
and spoke about how telling a product’s 
story is more important now than ever be-
cause it can be what allows a product to 
stand out in an oversaturated market with 
a lot of competition for customers.

“You have to sell the benefits and the 
story behind the product instead of just 
the just the features a product offers.”

This means focusing on how a product 

Underwood’s 
names new 
president

Finding the story behind every brand

Photo by Anthony Richards
Keeli Scarlett, storyteller at the link was a featured speaker during the July Circle of Creation 
event.BRAND continues on Page 15

UNDERWOODS  continues on Page 22

(904) 273-2691
615 A1A North, Suite #102

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(on the corner of A1A and Corona Rd)

Celebrating 20 Years of Providing Relief

THE
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Dr. Erika Hamer, 
DC, DIBCN, DIBE
Chiropractic Neurologist, 
Practice Owner/Founder

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT WHICH IS 
PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. CAN NOT BE COMBINED. MAY NOT 
BE VALID FOR FEDERAL PROGRAMS INCLUDING MEDICARE. WITH THIS AD AND ONE TIME USE ONLY. MUST PRESENT COUPON TO RECEIVE SPECIAL PRICING. CANNOT BE APPLIED TO A PREVIOUSLY BOOKED APPOINTMENT.

At Ponte Vedra Wellness Center, we are committed to providing effective, natural 
relief if you are experiencing pain due to an injury or a chronic condition.

Scan to book an 
appointment online.

Consultation & Exam
 A $260 Value!

*Offer also valid for reactivating patients - those not 
seen at the office in the previous six months.

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL*

Leadership St. Johns Can Trust

Paid by Jim Priester, Republican, for St. Johns County Sheriff.

Hometown Conservative

Paid for by Roy Alaimo, Republican, for St. Johns County Commission.
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BRIEFS
Event to fight against human trafficking

The second annual Rise UP Caravan to 
bring awareness to ending human trafficking 
will be held from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
July 27. The caravan will meet at Alvin’s Is-
land, 1575 Sadler Road, Fernandina Beach, 
and travel to St. Augustine Beach. Partici-
pants are encouraged to decorate their cars, 
bring posters and wear Our Rescue gear.

For further information, email Neflcon-
ductorclub@gmail.com.

Essential Tremor Support Group to meet
The Essential Tremor Support Group will 

meet at 11 a.m. Aug. 6 at Baptist Health-
Place in Nocatee, 400 Colonnade Drive, 
Ponte Vedra. Alaine Keebaugh, Ph.D., will 
present “An Inside Look at Deep Brain 
Stimulation and Essential Tremor.” She 
will share images of a DBS patient’s brain 
implanted “leads” and speak on how it’s 
controlled and programmed.

All are welcome. RSVP to Jan Kary at 
jkary@verizon.net or 202-438-6750.

Event remembers Korean War, veterans
The public is invited to meet on the USS 

Orleck at 7 p.m. Thursday, July 25, to pay 
tribute to Korean War veterans and the 
Korean Defense veterans who served to 
safeguard freedom in South Korea. The day 
marks the 71st anniversary of the Korean 
War Armistice. Complimentary reservations 
to this annual remembrance are available 
while the supply lasts at wecanbeheroes-
foundation.org/annual-korean-war-armi-
stice-day-remembrance-2.

Hear stories of those who served and 
America’s continuing defense of South 
Korea. Learn about the USS Orleck extraor-
dinary engagements in the Korean War.  

If you know of Korean War or Korean 
Defense veterans, tell them of this event 
at the Jacksonville Naval Museum USS 
Orleck DD-886, docked at 610 East Bay St., 
Jacksonville. Transportation is available to 
Korean War veterans by contacting the We 
Can Be Heroes Foundation at 904-373-8817.    

This special event is hosted by the North-
east Florida Korean War Defense Veterans 
Chapter, the Jacksonville Naval Museum 
and the We Can Be Heroes Foundation.  

Cord blood donations encouraged
LifeSouth Community Blood Centers 

Cord Blood Bank is raising awareness 
about cord blood donation in observance 
of National Cord Blood Awareness Month. 
LifeSouth is the first cord blood bank in the 
Southeast to provide transfusable cord blood 
products that are licensed by the FDA.

Umbilical cord blood is a rich source 
of stem cells, which can be used in treat-
ment of many diseases and disorders. It has 
surpassed bone marrow as a source for stem 
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FREE admission to the 
Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens

Unlimited annual visits 

Exclusive members-only 
events and discounts

Learn more at 
jacksonvillezoo.org/

membership

Join the fun when you 
Join the Zoo

ONLY $99/MO.
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FREE Networking Events
Inspirational Community
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Be more productive with
Floating Desk LITE

Scan this code to
get started!
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Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of 
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —  
we’ll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to  
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at  
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com
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F ROM  C OT TAG E S  TO  C AST L E S   •  beacheshomes.com
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elizabeth hudgins
904.553.2032

sarah alexander
904.334.3104

91 San Juan Drive, G2
2BD | 2 BA | 1500sf | SOLD FOR $1,000,000

Don’t miss this opportunity to scoop up this 1st floor condominium in the most coveted condo community 
in Old Ponte Vedra. Just a short walk  to the beach and it’s private footbridge to the  Ponte Vedra Inn and 

Club, it is a perfect home  or investment property that will not disappoint.  This unit offers eastern exposure 
with water to golf views, an open floorplan  and spacious  Florida sunroom.  Convenient oversized   

one car garage is just steps from the front door  and offers additional storage.  

82 San Juan Drive 
4BD | 4.5 BA | 3312sf | $3,150,000

Welcome to this charming custom-built home nestled in the highly desired area of Old Ponte Vedra,   
offering unparalleled privacy with lush landscape  and gorgeous golf course views. The property boasts  

just under a half an acre, with a large circular drive, side-entry garage and no immediate neighbor to the 
north. The first floor has 2 bedrooms with ADA compliant doorways and barrier free showers in both full 
baths and the second floor has 2 more ensuite bedrooms. The mature trees and landscaping provide shade 

and privacy, creating a tranquil oasis right outside your door.     

JUST SOLD

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!
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Fingerprinting 
Services 

ATF (eft files)
Summer Camps

Diocese of St. Augustine
Hard Card (FD258)

FBI Background Reports
Expungements

V.E.C.H.S

(904) 834-9626
scanmanfl@gmail.com
13000 Sawgrass Village Circle, 

Ste. 13, Ponte Vedra Beach
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED BUSINESS

www.scanmanfl.com
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Thank you!
Voted Best Notary

OBITUARIES DEATH NOTICES
Diane Lazelle Tyler

Diane Lazelle Tyler passed away 
peacefully at Community Hospice 
McGraw Center on June 5, 2024. 
Diane has joined her loving husband, 
James Lloyd Tyler, who passed away 
Feb. 19, 2022.

Diane leaves behind a daughter, 
Karoline Henry; two granddaughters, 
Alexxis and Liberty; step-children 
and a great-grandson.

The memorial service will be held 
at 11 a.m. July 22, 2024. All are 
welcome to celebrate the life of Diane 
at Christ Episcopal Church, 400 San 
Juan Drive, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 
32082.

In lieu of flowers, please consider 
donations to Community Hospice 
McGraw Center.

Oliver Lawrence Durocher
Oliver Lawrence Durocher, 90, of 

Jacksonville, Florida, died July 11, 
2024. Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz 
Family Funeral Home & Cremation 
Centre 904-249-1100 www.quinn-
shalz.com 

Daniel Craig Eubank
Daniel Craig Eubank, 88, of Jack-

sonville, Florida, died July 11, 2024. 
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family 
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre 
904-249-1100 www.quinn-shalz.com 

Helen Boslor Frankenberg
Helen Boslor Frankenberg, 95, of 

Jacksonville, Florida, died July 10, 
2024. Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz 
Family Funeral Home & Cremation 
Centre 904-249-1100 www.quinn-
shalz.com 

James Andrew Grimes
James Andrew Grimes, 47, of Green 

Cove Springs, Florida, died July 14, 
2024. Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz 
Family Funeral Home & Cremation 
Centre, www.quinn-shalz.com, 904-
249-1100.
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405 Solana Road, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 STARLINGATpoNTevedRA.com

Schedule your tour today and have dinner on us!
Tours Daily! Call 904.686.3700

STA R L I N G
A T  P O N T E  V E D R A

First Month  
Free!

Inquire 
 today!

( form er ly  Th e  Pa lms)
Ass is ted  L iv in g  an d Mem or y  Care

License #  12734

“There are no gardening mistakes, only 
experiments.” — Janet Kilburn Phillips

By Kathy Esfahani
Tropical landscapes gain interest and 

color with the addition of bromeliads. 
These unique plants feature decorative 
leaves in red, green, purple, orange and 
yellow. Leaves may have stripes, spots 
or bands and often form rosettes that 
can hold water.

Bromeliads can grow up to three feet tall, but they are 
slow growing and may take one to three years to mature. 
Although bromeliads only flower once before dying, 
they produce a bloom that is stunning and unique. The 
main plant also produces “pups” that can be cut off and 
cultivated into new plants.

There are two types of bromeliads. The majority are 
called epiphytes, or “air plants,” and include the well-
known Spanish moss. These bromeliads grow on trees, 
rocks, logs and other plants. Air plants cling to other plants 
for support, but they are not parasites. They get their own 
energy through photosynthesis, absorbing nutrients into 
their leaves. The smaller bromeliad category grows in soil; 
an example of these terrestrial bromeliads is a pineapple.

As a natural rain forest plant, bromeliads love a hot, 
moist environment. When selecting a bromeliad for your 
home, be sure to check the amount of light in the location 
you are considering. Although some types of bromeliads 
enjoy full sun — such as dyckia — most prefer partial, 
filtered sun for best growth. Bromeliads love humidity, 
but be careful not to overwater! If growing a terrestrial 
bromeliad, keep the soil consistently moist but not soggy. 
If your plant’s leaves form vase-shaped rosettes, add water 
to these cups at the base of the leaves. These cups should 
stay full of water, but you can flush them out by adding and 
dumping clean water before refilling. Bromeliads can be 
very low maintenance — just place them under a shady tree 
and enjoy!

Several popular types of bromeliads in our area include:
• Lila — This tropical beauty loves humidity! It is a great 

choice to add color and texture to beds and borders. Lila is 
an air plant that will produce new pups off the main clump.

• Royal burgundy — Hence the name, royal burgundy 
bromeliads have long, deep red leaves that feature green 
spots. Royal burgundy is an air plant that can attract 
butterflies, and the cup often becomes a home for insects 
and frogs.

• Tiger — Another air plant, the tiger bromeliad is known 
for dark bars of color on light green leaves. It requires little 
maintenance and enjoys a humid climate. Tiger makes 

a nice ground cover, accent plant or border in a bed that 
receives at least partial sunlight.

Happy planting!

Flower of the Week: Royal Burgundy Bromeliad

Please email Kathy at kcg.pvr@gmail.com for any 
questions or gardening tips you would like to see in the 
future. For more information and ideas, visit Kathy’s 
Creative Gardens & Nursery, 196 N. Roscoe Blvd. The 
phone number is 904-655-7373.

The Recorder’s garden columnist, Kathy Esfahani of Kathy’s Creative Gardens 
& Nursery, shares her tips for growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

Kathy Esfahani

Bromeliads
Flower of the Week

Royal Burgundy Bromeliad

Photo provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery

mailto:kcg.pvr@gmail.com
www.starlingatpontevedra.com
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BIG FIRM CAPABILITIES,
SMALL FIRM RELIABILITY
• Certified Public Accountants
• Personal Taxes
• Business Taxes
• Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
• Outsource CFO
• Specializing in small business  
  & individual taxation
• Tax planning for individuals  
  & small business

Schedule a Consultation Today! 904-686-2822

Tammy Long, CPA   
and Doug Benefield, CPA

2202 Sawgrass Village Drive,  Ponte Vedra Beach
1409 Kingsley Ave., #4C , Orange Park elevatedcpasolutions.com

SOLD IN SAWGRASS
Spectacular oceanfront views  

from every room in your private oasis in Sawgrass. This stunning 3 
bedroom/31/2 bath Spinnakers 1 second floor oceanfront condo is 
extraordinary. Step inside 740 Spinnakers Reach, and experience one 
of only 8 condos directly fronting the beach. This unique Sawgrass 
contemporary includes over 2500 square feet and blends modern 
design with classic coastal details. Spacious open floor plan with 
kitchen, dining, breakfast and living room includes three oceanfront 
balconies with uninterrupted ocean views. The Sawgrass experience 
with exceptional amenities offers oceanfront dining , championship 
golf, a world class racquet club, fitness center and oceanfront pools. 
Walk the beach ,breathe deeply of the ocean breeze and enjoy 

Ponte Vedra Living...simply the best! Sold for $2,950,000

Landrum Middle School welcomes new principal

Landrum Middle School PTO has an-
nounced the appointment of Troy Kasting 
as the school’s new principal. Kasting 
brings a wealth of experience and a deep 
commitment to education and community 
to the school.

He grew up in Palm Harbor, Florida, 
and is a graduate of Flagler College. Fol-
lowing graduation, he served in the U.S. 

Air Force, where he was an instructor at 
Lackland, Kelly and Sheppard Air Force 
bases, and was deployed multiple times. 
He also served in the Tennessee Air Na-
tional Guard.

Kasting began his teaching career in 
Memphis at Central High School. Since 
then, he has made significant contribu-
tions to the St. Johns County School Dis-

trict, serving as an AP psychology teacher 
at Ponte Vedra High School and as an 
assistant principal at both Creekside and 
Pedro Menendez high schools. Addition-
ally, he held the position of coordinator 
of school services at the district level and 
has been involved in many community 
service projects over the years.

Kasting and his son, Chappy, are res-

cue-certified scuba divers. They recently 
completed an exhilarating no-cage shark 
dive off the coast of West Palm Beach, 
where they were surrounded by lemon, 
sandbar and bull sharks at a depth of 80 
feet. Kasting’s son also recently com-
peted at the USA Weightlifting Nationals 
in Pittsburgh, where he placed 12th in the 
nation.

Kasting with his son, Chappy.Kasting white water rafting.
Contributed photos

Kasting and a shark during a no-cage shark dive.

www.JanetWestling.com
www.elevatedcpasolutions.com
www.weinsurepontevedra.com


Ponte Vedra Recorder · July 18, 20246   ONE OF US

Carrie Tawney

Carrie Tawney is a corporate director of sales and marketing with Concord Hospitality. The Nocatee resident first found her pas-
sion for hospitality while in college, but she has fallen more in love with it over the decades. She believes her love of getting to know 
people and finding out who they are and how she can help is what makes it the perfect career for her.

As told to Anthony Richards

Tell us a little about yourself and your background.

I am corporate director of sales and marketing with 
Concord Hospitality and hospitality has been a passion 
of mine for some time now. It has certainly been a calling 
for me.

I was trying to find out what was going to drive me, 
and I showed up at orientation at UCF and when they 
showed the list of majors I saw hospitality and thought, 
wow, that’s sounds like it could be a lot of fun.

I decided on that and went through the rest of orienta-
tion and the rest is history because I wound up graduat-
ing from UCF and their hospitality school.

I graduated early on in the program before the Rosen 
College of Hospitality Management at UCF became what 
it is today.

I ended up being one of the first people to graduate 
there with that major. 

What has your hospitality career path looked like?
All these years in hospitality, I’ve worked mainly with 

hotels and in sales, but I eventually found a real strong 
love for business travel sales, which is on the corporate 
side where you work with travel managers and travel 
agents.

I’ve spent most of my career with Starwood Hotels, 
which was like your St. Regis and “W” Hotels, but then 
we were acquired by Marriott.

We wound up moving to this area and I heard they 
were building a new Hyatt at the St. Johns Town Center, 
so I got a job there as their director of sales.

I am currently at the Residence Inn over by the Mayo 
Clinic and it is just such a beautiful property, and it has 
been such a pleasure working there. And most recently 
I was promoted to work within my company at Con-
cord Hospitality to be a corporate director of sales and 
marketing.

So, I will be going in to help hotels that are in need 
of sales may need a position that needs help to be filled. 
Any hotels that may be having challenges and helping 
them discover ways to bring in new corporate clients.

 
What are some aspects you enjoy most about your 
job?

There is always something different going on each day, 
so there is never a dull moment, which definitely keeps 
things interesting.

I would say one of the main things that led me to hos-
pitality and having success in hospitality is that I have a 
true passion for people and putting them first.

I love getting to know people and who they are. It is 
important to remember to treat them how you would 
want to be treated and that means putting their needs 
ahead of what you want.

Another major thing that I’ve learned working with the 
brands that I have, is striving to be the first to respond.

People are going to appreciate the person that is the 
first to return their call or be there to take their call and 
help with their situation.

Showing the care for your customers and a strong 
work ethic are truly what it takes to find success. It 
comes down to people wanting to know that you care for 
them and will be there when they need you.

How do you deal with the challenges of the job?
I was brought up with some hard knocks in my life as 

I lost my father when I was 5, my mother when I was 23, 
my sister when I was 28 and I’ve also lost two brothers.

I’m also a survivor of breast cancer, but I think all 
these things, while they have been tough to go through, 
those hard times have also helped me to be resilient and 
be able to respond to anything that comes my way and 
that includes my job. 

I started working when I was 14 and I just remember 
watching my mother raise five kids on her own, so those 
are lessons of work ethic that I’ll remember for the rest of 
my life.

It’s all about striving to move forward with whatever 
you get confronted with. 

What tips would you give to someone looking to get 
into the world of hospitality?

It’s far more than just showing guests around a hotel, 
but it’s about leading with a certain integrity of not only 
myself, but also what I want them to buy into.

It’s all about forming that respect that will carry on 
in the working relationships you develop. Everything 
is earned and without that respect, you won’t have their 
business.  

Contributed photo
Carrie Tawney is a corporate director of sales and marketing with Concord Hospitality.
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A SAFE HAVEN FOR  
YOUR AUTOMOTIVE 
LEGACY

Are you in search of the perfect sanctuary for your 
cherished automotive treasures? Look no further than 

Auto Toy Vault, where we redefine auto storage in 
North FL, setting the standard for excellence.

Secure Your Spot Today.
(904) 525 9881 // AutoToyVault.com

Vote for Us! 
• Ponte Vedra’s Best Contractor/Remodeler  

• New Home Construction Builder!

www.bluewavebuilders.com

Your Partner for Exquisite Custom Home Constructon & Renovation

Paul Zebouni
822 A1A N #310

Ponte Vedra Beach
904-248-0395https://pontevedrarecorder.com/bestof2024/#//

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Resident faults forum 
rules, counters mailer 
claims

To the Editor:
Within 30 seconds of walking through 

the doors to attend the candidate forum 
(PV Recorder, 7/11/24), the campaign 
manager for commissioners Henry Dean 
and Christian Whitehurst put a camera in 
my face and told me to remove campaign 
materials I had placed on the table for 
Dean and Whitehurst’s opponents, Ann-
Marie Evans and Ann Taylor.

The incumbents’ campaign manager 
then brought over an organizer of the 

event who told me that I must remove the 
two candidates’ materials because they 
are not “positive.” She didn’t even pick 
one up to read it; the decision was prede-
termined. All three campaign pieces from 
“the Anns” were banned from the prem-
ises, and I later learned that policy was 
enforced by police. Yes, this happened in 
the United States of America — home of 
the First Amendment.

What could have been so objectionable 
in “the Anns’” literature that police were 
called to escort me out at the end of the 
meeting when I handed out a few flyers 
at the door? Here are some excerpts: 
“On Whitehurst’s watch: ‘Our #1 ranked 
schools dropped to #2’ (Fl. Dept. of 
Ed.)”; “65% INCREASE in the number 
of overcapacity roads from 2020 to 2023 
in SJC (SJC Transportation Analysis 
Spreadsheets)”; “he voted YES to over 
15,000 new homes”; “he voted NO to 
reducing clearcutting; [Whitehurst] voted 
to put a 15% higher tax on the ballet. It 
lost in a landslide.” It was all factual and 
cited. 

The ground rule of the forum itself 
was “no personal attacks.” However, that 
somehow morphed into “you can’t talk 
about what your opponent has done, only 
about what you plan to do.” This rule 
heavily favored incumbents who spoke 
about all that they had done in office. 
Their records could not be mentioned or 

questioned. How convenient, consider-
ing that Dean alone has approved the 
development of nearly 30,000 homes and 
housing units.

Contrast all this “positivity” with the 
incumbents’ PACs’ attack ads that at-
tempt to wholly shatter the reputations 
of Ann Taylor and Ann-Marie Evans. I 
sure wish I had a police officer to escort 
those lies out of my mailbox and off of 
my cell phone. They falsely claimed 
Ann-Marie wants to raise property taxes, 
citing a Facebook link to nowhere. She’s 
also accused of donating to a radical 
leftist group, when in fact she paid dues 
to her professional trade association for 
attorneys — without which it would have 
been difficult to practice law. Ann Taylor 
is depicted as supporting sex changes of 
children — all because an article came 
out about a puberty-blocking drug manu-
factured by a company Ann had left five 
years before! She marketed a painkilling 
gel for arthritis, not puberty blockers, at 
that company. The PAC ads also accuse 
her of supporting a “$7 million tree tax,” 
even though it’s the identical policy that 
Henry Dean says he supports, with no 
reference to a $7 million tax — which it 
is not. 

The two very conservative, lifelong 
Republicans known as “The Anns” 
are now fighting a PAC of lies that has 

labeled them “woke liberals.” Their state-
ments rebutting the false claims are on 
their Facebook pages: ElectAnnMarie.
com and VoteAnnTaylor.com.

Nicole Crosby
Ponte Vedra Beach



Reader displeased with 
use of tax funds

To The Editor:

How many taxpayer dollars were 
wasted renovating the southern beach 
pavilion in Vilano? What we needed were 
more toilets, showers and parking spaces. 
Maybe a splash park? What we got were 
the same two disgusting bathrooms, two 
puny feet washers/showers, which are 
quickly becoming mud puddles, three 
huge dressing rooms, which will no doubt 
become urinals and shelters, a sandy 
spider web play area and a humongous 
amphitheater paying homage to the old 
Casino. The irony.

Patricia Jackson
St. Augustine

http://www.bluewavebuilders.com
https://pontevedrarecorder.com/bestof2024/#//
www.AutoToyVault.com


Ponte Vedra Recorder · July 18, 20248   COMMUNITY NEWS

Tuesday, 
July 23

5:30-7:30 p.m.
Beachside High 

School
St. Johns

Wednesday, 
July 31
5-7 p.m.

Solomon Calhoun 
Center

St. Augustine

CAST YOUR MOST INFORMED VOTE IN 2024!

Connect with candidates running for public office, learn where they 
stand on issues that matter to you, and vote in the popular straw poll.

Learn more and RSVP: bit.ly/meet-the-candidates-SJC

072024_Meet the Candidates_PVR_Ad_10x6.25.indd   1072024_Meet the Candidates_PVR_Ad_10x6.25.indd   1 7/16/24   1:29 PM7/16/24   1:29 PM

By Anthony Richards

The Ponte Vedra Beach Municipal 
Service District held its 500th board of 
trustees meeting in July 8 and the budget 
is becoming more and more of a topic of 
discussion.

The board agreed by a vote of four 
to one to set a tentative millage rate of 
0.2464%.

Treasurer Rick Brown was the lone 
trustee that opposed the tentative millage 
rate because he preferred the current mill-
age rolled-back rate of 0.2225%.

The decision is not finalized and can be 
changed because it is currently a tentative 
rate at this time, because they only had to 
agree on a tentative millage rate at the time 
due to state requirements.

In other news from the latest MSD 
meeting, trustee Mikey White informed 
his fellow trustees that a group from the 
University of Florida would be interested 
in possibly testing the oxygen levels of 
the lagoon water in Ponte Vedra Beach to 
see the best approach to help improve the 
lagoons.

After much discussion over the months, 
White wants to focus on start really look-
ing into sorting out getting title easements 
who currently have drainage issues and 
no active owners, especially on Le Master 
Drive, San Juan Drive and Morning Side 

Drive.
White is also continuing reaching out 

and trying to work with the county’s 
procurement office to see if the MSD can 
go ahead and use Isman & Russo for the 
feasibility study focusing on the drainage 
layout prior to and along with the sidewalk 
study as well on Solana Road and San Juan 

Drive in Ponte Vedra Beach.
Jim Priester, who is running for St. Johns 

County Sheriff was in attendance and 
spoke during the MSD meeting and men-
tioned to the trustees that one of his goals 
if he wins the sheriff position, he would be 
interested in coming up with a new patrol 
contract similar to what the MSD had pre-

vious with the county where five deputies 
were in charge primarily of the area.

According to trustee John Cellucci, 
working together to create a contract the 
MSD previously had with the sheriff’s 
office is something he and some of his fel-
low trustees said they would definitely be 
interested again.

MSD sets tentative millage rate during 500th meeting

Photo by Anthony Richards
The Ponte Vedra Beach Municipal Service District held its 500th meeting on July 8.

bit.ly/meet-the-candidates-SJC
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Jennifer Zeiller 
Nocatee 

CYPRESS TRAILS                                     
4 BR + Flex Space, 3.5 BA, 3,545 SF  $775,000                                                              

Jaya Khakural (904) 738-0907  

RIVERSIDE HEIGHTS                          
3 BR + Den, 2 BA, 2,027 SF - $585,000                                                              
Sarah Olson (904) 439-0216  

LIBERTY COVE - CROSSWATER                  
3 BR, 2 BA, 1,633 SF - $519,000                                                                

Naomi Wilkinson (904) 234-5014   

COLONY AT TWENTY MILE           
5 BR + Office, 4 BA, 3,374 SF- $1,299,000                                                               

Josh Foster (317) 439-2024 

PALENCIA                                               
4 BR, 3 BA, 2,778 SF - $899,900                                                  

Michael Paull (904) 705-1004 

SEASIDE AT PV BEACH                                   
4 BR, 3 BA, 2,323 SF - $700,000                       

James Valenti (904) 806-2132 

PONTE VEDRA BEACH                                   
4 BR, 4.5 BA, 4,836 SF - $2,350,000                      
Ron Horst (904) 613-0102  

Matt & Naomi Wilkinson 
Nocatee 

SAWMILL LAKES                              
5 BR, 3.5 BA, 3,270 SF - $1,145,000                                                                

Jennifer Zeiller (904) 697-8152  

THE RANCH - TWENTY MILE                                     
4 BR + Flex/5th BR, 3 BA, 3,350 SF - $1,750,000                                                

Naomi Wilkinson (904) 234-5014   

NOCATEE 
158 Marketside Avenue, Suite14 • (904) 834-7682 

PONTE VEDRA BEACH 
13000 Sawgrass Village Circle, Bldg 5, Suite 28 • (904) 280-1115 

RemaxUnlimitedFlorida.com 

COASTAL OAKS                                                                          
4 BR, 3 BA, 3,056 SF - $1,079,000                                                  

Kelly Whitaker (904) 233-1991                                            

HIDDEN OAKS                        
3 BR, 2 BA, 2,130 SF $874,900                        

Jake Bestic (904) 803-1218                                                             

Congratulations to our June Leaders! 

SAINT AUGUSTINE                                     
4 BR, 2.5 BA, 2,248 SF - $950,000                    

Meredith Schwarz (904) 309-3036                                            

FISHWEIR PARK                           
3 BR, 2 BA, 1,542 SF - $400,000                                                  

Lara Hoffman (904) 465-3140 

SELVA MARINA                                        
4 BR, 2 BA, 2,480 SF - $1,700,000                                                                

Malia Finger (904) 994-8444 

JACKSONVILLE BEACH                                      
3 BR, 3 BA, 2,285 SF - $1,599,000                                                  

Kelly Whitaker (904) 233-1991                                            

TWENTY MILE VILLAGE                 
3 BR + Office, 2 BA, 1,763 SF - $639,900                                                               

Karin Welte (678) 468-9053 

BROOKWOOD                                    
4 BR, 2 BA, 1,836 SF - $534,000                    

Kathy Slusser (904) 760-9763  

CINNAMON BEACH                                     
4 BR, 3.5 BA, 2,959 SF - $1,000,000                                       

Christine Rich (904) 349-6163  

Legacy Partners 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

SAINT AUGUSTINE                     
.55 Acre Lot, Walk to Matanzas River - $240,000                  

Kathy Slusser (904) 760-9763  

Malia Finger 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

ENCLAVE AT TOWN CENTER  
4 BR, 3 BA, 2,043 SF - $640,000                                                                

Keely Kopp (904) 540-1330

DEL WEBB ETOWN                                   
2 BR + Flex, 2 BA, 1,838 SF - $565,000                                                                

Sarah Olson (904) 439-0216  

First Coast Collective 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

LAKESIDE AT NOCATEE                                         
3 BR + Flex, 2.5 BA, 2,574 SF - $739,800                                               

Dan Gregory (904) 392-3868  

WILLOWCOVE                                   
5 BR, 3.5 BA, 3,191 SF - $949,000                       

James Valenti (904) 806-2132 

FORMER MODEL 

GREENLEAF VILLAGE                                           
4 BR + Office, 3.5 BA, 3,249 SF - $795,000                                               

Dan Gregory (904) 392-3868  

www.RemaxUnlimitedFlorida.com
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Summer Music Series

 
 

 

 

Thursdays at 6 pm
in the Plaza de la Constitución

www.CityStAug.com/concerts for 
complete line-up & more information.

Concerts in the Plaza is a free cultural event 
presented by the City of St. Augustine

July 18: I-Vibes

July 25: Groove Coalition

• Professionally installed    
   wall-to-wall carpet

• Large assortment  
   of unique, in-stock  
   area rugs

• Sisal, Seagrass, Jute

• Custom sized carpets    
   and rug pads

Connect with us!
3139 Philips Hwy. 
Jacksonville, FL
904.396.2233

North Florida‘s
Largest Selection of Fine Furniture & Accessories 

View our showroom.

Mirror 
52.5 Dia. x 2.5D 

Celadon Lamp 
9w x 9d x 27h 

White Chest 
42W x 18D x 36H 

Glass blowing ignites creativity at summer camp
This summer, Jacksonville Country Day 

School's (JCDS) campers experienced the 
fiery art of glass blowing, thanks to a spe-
cial visit by Jacksonville Burnt Glassworks 
during the "Art Adventures" specialty 
camp, led by JCDS Art Specialist, Alli 
Flores. The local glass studio captivated 
young minds with a sizzling demonstra-
tion, showcasing their skills as molten 
glass transformed under their expert hands.

With the glass furnace roaring to a toasty 
2400 degrees Fahrenheit, the atmosphere 

was charged with excitement and awe. 
Following an essential safety lesson, each 
camper got a chance to create their own 
masterpiece — choosing between craft-
ing a glass pumpkin or an ornament. They 
learned many glass blowing terms and 
techniques including:

• Marvering — Rolling and shaping the 
hot glass on a flat, heat-resistant surface 
called a marvel;

• Annealing — The process of slowly 
cooling the finished glass piece in an an-

nealer to prevent stress and cracking;
• Gaffer — The lead glassblower or the 

person in charge of the creation process.
This hands-on session not only enriched 

the campers' summer but also offered them 
a rare glimpse into the intricate world of 
glass artistry. For many, it was a first-time 
experience into the transformative power 
of heat and glass — a truly unforgettable 
addition to their artistic journey at Jackson-
ville Country Day School Summer Camp.

Contributed photos

www.CityStAug.com/concerts
www.carpetconceptsjacksonville.com
https://www.hugosinteriors.com/
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NANCY ARCURI
Advanced Aesthetic 
Injector, ARNP

ANGIE MCKNIGHT
Advanced Aesthetic 
Injector, PA - C

AMY KADLUBOWSKI
Advanced Aesthetic 
Injector, ARNP

KORRIE MAYO
Advanced Aesthetic 
Injector, MSN, APRN, 
FNP-BC

PONTE VEDRA,
YOUR BEST SKIN IS WAITING. 

YOUR ALLY IN AESTHETICS.
SKINCARE  |  INJECTABLES  |  BODY

115 Professional Dr suite 101 • Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida • 32082  |  904.605.3558

www.elase.com
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153 Fort Wade Rd., Ste 100, Ponte Vedra

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

DENTAL IMPLANTS & 
HYBRID DENTURES

If you’ve been self-conscious because of missing one or more of your teeth, your trusted 
team at Guided Smiles Prosthodontics & Implant Center is here to help. We are proud to offer 
dental implants, the best alternatives to your natural, healthy teeth. Once in place, your new 

restorations will look and function just like your natural teeth! Another solution for missing teeth 
is dentures. Dentures are tooth replacements used to restore some or all your missing teeth. 
Today’s modern restorations are more beautiful, comfortable, and durable than ever before!

CARLOS BLACKMON, 
DDS, MS

PROSTHODONTIST

No Insurance? We’ve got you covered! $500 A YEAR

• Complete Dentures
• Partial Dentures
• Implant-Supported Dentures

• A single tooth implant
• Implant-supported bridges
• Implant-supported dentures or partials

YOUR SMILE SAYS IT ALL
PROVIDING TRUSTED SPECIALIZED CARE TO PATIENTS

9 0 4 - 3 9 5 - 5 5 0 1  •  G U I D E D S M I L E S JA X . C O M

Club names Hardner Rotarian of the Year
For The Record

The Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach 
recently presented its Rotarian of the Year 
Award to Danielle Hardner.

Hardner received the award from 
2023-24 club President Jennifer Logue, 
who praised Hardner’s numerous acts of 
community service through Rotary dur-
ing the year.

“Danielle personifies the Rotary motto 
of ‘Service Above Self,’” Logue said. 
“She is always willing to step up, pitch in 
and lend a hand to help others in need.”

In addition to coordinating the Ponte 
Vedra Beach Rotary’s EarlyAct club for 
PV/PV Rawlings students, Logue noted, 
Hardner organized its Gabriel House 
of Care service project, whereby club 
members prepare and serve meals to 
Mayo Clinic organ transplant and cancer 
patients. She also played an integral role 
in the club’s hosting of an international 
delegation from Armenia, hosting two 
delegates in her home throughout their 
eight-day visit to the First Coast.

In addition to Rotarian of the Year, the 
Ponte Vedra Beach Rotary presented the 
Rookie of the Year Award to Tom Kast-
ner. Presented annually to the new mem-
ber who has gone above and beyond to 
become engaged in the club, the Rookie 
of the Year award recognized Kastner’s 

efforts as a club greeter, participation 
in community cleanup projects and his 
leadership as sponsorship chair for the 
club’s annual Mineral City Celebration 
fundraiser.

Club Secretary Julie Kurtz received the 
Service Above Self Award for her tireless 
attention behind the scenes to the club’s 
administration; Byron Miller received the 
Rotary Rock Star award for his service 

as sergeant-at-arms and leadership of 
international projects; and Lorraine 
Dorsa received the Don Blackburn Award 
recognizing her generosity to the Rotary 
International Foundation.

Contributed photo
Danielle Hardner receives the Rotarian of the Year Award from 2023-24 club President Jennifer Logue.

www.guidedsmilesjax.com
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200 PONTE VEDRA BOULEVARD  |   904.285.6927  |   RSALES@PVRESORTS.COM  |    PVCLUBREALTY.COM

Preferred Membership Initiation fee pricing for the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, The Lodge & Club, Epping Forest Yacht & Country Club and The River Club
is available exclusively through Ponte Vedra Club Realty. Call us today to see how to take advantage of this offer.

Look No Further!

Call Us Today!

An Elevated Real Estate Experience!

When Buying or Selling, 
why wouldn’t you choose 
Ponte Vedra Club Realty?

Best Real Estate Company near me

Distinctive Real Estate Magazine - 
Annual Audience of over 150,000 

Monthly Print Ad Campaign

State-of-the-Art Website & Marketing

Honest & Open Communication

Superior & Proven Results

Amazing Agents who are fun to work with!

√

√

√

√

√

Global Marketing

Sophisticated Social Media Strategy

Multiple Offices with Maximum Exposure

Specializing in Northeast Florida and the Beaches

Discounted Membership to 4 Elite Clubs 

Exclusive TV Channel and Magazine Distributed to 
Ponte Vedra Inn & Club and The Lodge & Club

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

Wolfson Children’s 
Christmas in July 

underway
Local hospice 

receives award
Wolfson Children’s Christmas in 

July, presented by Subaru of Jackson-
ville, is once again accepting donations, 
giving people the ability to spread 
joy and support Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital patients through a variety of 
donation options. The annual month-
long toy and donation drive ensures all 
patients at the hospital have the comfort 
of toys and a reason to smile as they 
navigate procedures and treatments.

The drive is under way now, ending 
July 31.

Members of the community can 
browse Wolfson Children’s Amazon 
wish list at amazon.com/registries/gl/
guest-view/3P0YJR0WAGNHD for 
toys specially requested by the Wolfson 
Children’s Child Life team or make a 
financial gift at ChristmasJuly.com.

This year, the Child Life team is 
placing an emphasis on infant toys, 
arts and crafts kits and supplies, as 
well as gift cards in small denomina-
tions, which are used as both rewards 
for older children and as assistance for 

patient parents. Requested gift cards 
include Starbucks, Uber Eats, Publix 
and more.

For more information, go to Christ-
masJuly.com.

Community members can also drop 
off new, unwrapped toys at Subaru of 
Jacksonville, 10800 Atlantic Blvd., 
through until 5 p.m. July 30. Gift card 
drop-offs can be scheduled directly 
with the Child Life department at 
calendly.com/wolfsonchildlifedepart-
ment or they can be sent electronically 
to Child.Life@bmcjax.com.

At Wolfson Children’s, child life 
specialists and music therapists use 
instruments and toys as tools to help 
children understand their conditions 
and prepare for medical procedures, 
like blood draws, IV placements and 
MRIs. The toys and donations from 
Christmas in July help keep the toy 
shelves full, giving the Child Life and 
Music Therapy teams the supplies they 
need to support, comfort and care for 
every patient.

Community Hospice & Palliative 
Care has been honored with the 2024 
Hospice CAHPS Honors Award by 
HEALTHCAREfirst. This award recog-
nizes hospices that consistently provide 
outstanding care and support to patients 
and their families.

The award highlights the commit-
ment to patient satisfaction and quality 
care. To earn this accolade, Community 
Hospice & Palliative Care surpassed 
the national average score in the Hos-
pice Consumer Assessment of Health-
care Providers and Systems (CAHPS) 
survey, particularly in the “Willingness 
to Recommend” category.

Community Hospice & Palliative 
Care is the only hospice provider in 

Northeast and North Central Florida to 
receive this distinction. Phillip Ward, 
president and CEO, credits the entire 
team’s dedication and commitment to 
extraordinary care for achieving this 
honor.

“We started the annual Hospice 
Honors Award program over 10 years 
ago to shine a spotlight on agencies 
leading the way in quality patient 
care,” said Jeremy Crow, head of RCM 
and CAHPS Survey, Home Health and 
Hospice at HEALTHCAREfirst. “We 
congratulate Community Hospice & 
Palliative Care on this achievement 
and are honored to partner with them 
in their mission to provide excellent 
care.”

Thinking of Advertising
in the Recorder?  

For more informa�on call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

mailto:Child.Life@bmcjax.com
www.pvclubrealty.com
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Sawgrass Village Shopping Center
260 Front Street, #610

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
904 373 0702

miriamsjewelry.com

Vote for US for
Best Jeweler, Best Gift Store 

& Best Jewelry Store

THE

2024

of Ponte Vedra

Dreams Come True names board president
Dreams Come True, Northeast 

Florida’s locally based dream-granting 
organization for children battling life-
threatening medical conditions, has 
announced the appointment of Paul Davi-
son, assurance practice leader with BDO 
USA, P.C., as president of the organiza-
tion’s board of directors. 

“We are honored to have Mr. Paul 
Davison stepping into the role of presi-
dent and helping us continue our long-
standing mission and traditions as we 
celebrate 40 years of fulfilling dreams for 
local children,” said Dreams Come True 
Executive Director Anna Valent. “Since 
2018, Mr. Davison has served our organi-
zation in various capacities and continues 
to provide direct support to our team and 
the families we serve.”

Davison joined the Dreams Come True 
Board of Directors in 2018. He served 
two terms as secretary and just completed 
his second term as vice president. He 
has also been involved in Dreams Come 
True’s Moore Scholarship program, 
helping to award college scholarships to 
dream children and their siblings. In addi-
tion to serving Dreams Come True, Da-
vison’s engagement in the Northeast Flor-
ida community has included involvement 
with the Jacksonville Downtown Vision 
(2018-current) and Changing Homeless-
ness in Jacksonville (2017-2020).

“I am honored to have the opportunity 
to lead Dreams Come True as it continues 
to celebrate its rich history in our com-
munity and fulfills a record number of 
dreams for children and families who call 
the First Coast home,” said Davison. “As 
Dreams Come True continues to grow in 
its mission and the number of families 

served, we have a dedicated team led by 
our executive director, Anna Valent, and 
I am excited to join them in ensuring that 
we reach all children and families in our 
community needing our support.”

Davison has more than 37 years of 
experience in public accounting and 21 
years as a partner with international ac-
counting firms. His experience includes 
leading audits for public companies and 
large private companies, while having 
extensive interactions and communica-
tions with boards and audit committees, 
along with leading the Northeast Florida 
practice. 

Joining Davison on the 2024-25 
Dreams Come True Board of Directors 
will be: Miller Electric Chief Commercial 
Officer Donnie Smith as secretary and 
Stephen Tremel Jr. as treasurer.

All officers were inducted on July 1, 
2024, and will serve in their respective 
positions until June 30, 2025. 

Since 1984, Dreams Come True has 
been using the power of a dream to bring 
hope and joy to local children in North-
east Florida and Southeast Georgia bat-
tling life-threatening medical conditions. 
To date, more than 4,800 children have 
seen their dreams turned into reality.

To learn more, go to DreamsCome-
True.org.

Paul Davison

cells in transplants.
Local mothers delivering at UF 

Health Jacksonville, UF Health 
North and Baptist Medical Center 
have the option to donate their 
umbilical cord blood to LifeSouth. 
During a cord blood donation, 
a medical professional collects 
the stem cell-rich blood from 
the umbilical cord after delivery. 
The process is painless for both 
the mother and child. For more 
information, go to lifesouth.org/
cord-blood-bank.

Palm Valley Market every 
Tuesday

The Palm Valley Market is 
held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. every 
Tuesday inside the Palm Valley 
Community Center, 148 Canal 
Road. The market offers fresh pro-
duce, baked goods, local honey, 
tea, seasonal treats, soap, jewelry, 
plants and more.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Briefs
Continued from 2

Thinking of Advertising
in the Recorder?

For more informa�on call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

www.TRASCAandCO.com
www.MIRIAMSJEWELRY.com
https://pontevedrarecorder.com/bestof2024/#//
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Deadline to Register to Vote or
Change Party Affiliation

For registration and election
information, call or visit:

904.823.2238 www.votesjc.gov

YOU CAN REGISTER TO VOTE, 
UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION, 

OR REQUEST A NEW VOTER CARD ONLINE

VISIT WWW.VOTESJC.GOV 
TO CHECK YOUR VOTER STATUS

COMMUNITY  
LEADER 

Combat Veteran  

Dedicated Sheriff  

Husband & Father   

“I’m humbled to ask for  
your vote on August 20th  
so that I can continue to  
serve our community with 
integrity and honor.” 

- Sheriff Rob Hardwick
    ST. JOHNS COUNTY

Paid for by Rob Hardwick, Republican,  
for St. Johns County Sheriff 

will enhance a person’s way of life, and it 
starts by getting to know their way of life 
and understanding the audience one is 
trying to reach.

“There should be an intersection be-
tween a brand’s story and a consumer’s 
story,” Scarlett said. “That unique jour-
ney is what helps a brand stand out from 
the rest. If your brand was a person, what 
would its personality be?”

She seemed to ease the faces of those 
in attendance when she informed them 
that constructing a brand story to pitch is 
no different than creating any other story, 
and just as an author, their story would 
have a beginning, middle and an end, 
with the end ideally being the consumer 
agreeing to what was pitched to them.

The knack of storytelling is something 
that can be a useful tool regardless of 
what area of business one is in.

“From marketing to sales, your story 
can help you get your message across,” 
Scarlett said.

Also speaking on the night was Jen 
Cart, president of Stellar Growth Strate-
gies.

She focused on the different forms of 
pitches that can be used to sell a product 
and how it will differ depending on what 
part of the process one finds herself in.

Cart encouraged practicing pitches 
at home before using them in the real 
world because it can help develop more 
consistency and provide needed structure 
to a pitch.

“It can really help to keep it from going 
off the rails, which can easily happen 

once you get into a conversation,” Cart 
said.

Making sure to “read the room” and 
not forcing a pitch on anyone was another 
tip she offered, as one of the quickest 
ways to have a pitch go south is for the 
recipient to feel like they are being force-
fed a pitch at a time when they are not in 
the mood to be.

“A good pitch is when the person is 
allowed to lead themselves down a path 
in the conversation,” Cart said. “Having 

certain pre-determined questions will 
help to make sure they find that path.”

Circle of Creation has been an ongoing 
initiative to bring local women business 
leaders together and it is helping create 
even more similar opportunities.

“I envisioned a women’s group which 
could meet to learn and share knowl-
edge through their experiences,” the 
link co-owner Gurpreet Misra said. “I 
also wanted this to be a mix of speaking 
engagements, hands on learning, net-

working, and a fun social experience. I 
am glad the model has worked perfectly, 
the sessions are informative, knowledge 
is being shared through the experiences, 
and interactive activity is designed on 
the topic, with symbolic games bringing 
the fun part. Rarely do you would see 
this mix. We are inviting women in this 
group to stay connected through ‘Mindful 
Mondays,’ which will be held every week 
online and in-person at the link.”  

Brand
Continued from 1

Photos by Anthony Richards
Networking is a major aspect of the Circle of Creation events.

Photos by Anthony Richards
Jen Cart, president of Stellar Growth Strategies, spoke about the importance of a good pitch.

Thinking of 
Advertising 

in the Recorder?
For more informa� on

call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

http://www.votesjc.gov
https://www.sjso.org/sheriffs-office/sheriff-hardwick/
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Pet adoption drive 
held this week

It’s kitten season, when scores of vul-
nerable kittens and cats are flooding into 
already full shelters, looking for people to 
love. The Jacksonville Humane Society 
(JHS) is partnering with PetSmart Chari-
ties to bring pets to the PetSmart store 
located at 8801 Southside Blvd. on July 
20 and 21 in support of the 30th Anni-
versary National Adoption Week, taking 
place now through Sunday, July 21.

PetSmart Charities National Adop-

tion Week in July coincides with kitten 
season, referring to the annual boom of 
kittens following peak breeding season 
for cats. Kittens are particularly vulner-
able, and many shelters work overtime 
to meet their needs for care and feeding. 
During the in-store event, JHS invites all 
pet-lovers to come by and meet adoptable 
pets and spread the word in support of 

ADOPTION  continues on Page 19

By Anthony Richards

The summer heat can be dangerous if 
the proper measures are not taken, and 
that goes for pets as much as it does for 
their owners.

Dogs may spend large amounts of 
time outside and during the summer that 
means an increased risk of heat stroke 
and there are certain signs to look for to 
know when your dog has reached or is 
about to reach that point.

According to the American Kennel 
Club, a dog only has two options to cool 
off and that is blood vessel expansion or 
by panting.

The club states that when dogs pant, 
they evaporate moisture from their 
tongues, nasal passages and the lining of 
their lungs, which cools them down as air 
passes over the moist tissue.

Panting is a vital part in keeping cool 

for dogs because they do not sweat like 
humans do, so the heavier the panting 
usually equates to the hotter a dog is.

However, the American Kennel Club 
also warns that not all panting is the same 
and it can vary depending on the breed, 
as pugs and bulldogs are known for their 
heavy breathing due to their short snouts, 
which could make the signs of heat stroke 
harder to spot.

An early sign of a dog experiencing 
heat stroke is rapid breathing accompany-
ing the heavy panting, which can create 
a different and more pronounced sound 
than the usual heavy panting on its own. 

Excessive drooling, bright red gums 
and tongue and skin that is hot to the 
touch are also visible signs that could 
indicate a heat stroke in the works.

No one knows a dog better than their 
owners, and they know what their usual 
body language is like, which could help 

save a dog’s life because heat stroke can 
lead to dogs being lethargic and not want-

ing to move or urinating uncontrollably.
According to the American Animal 

Hospital Association, a dog’s weight and 
age are also factors that could increase 
the risk of heat stroke, as excess body fat 
can make it difficult to cool down and 
young or older dogs are both at higher 
risks during heat exposure.

If a pet is determined to have a heat 
stroke, the AHAA advises to not waste 
any time and immediately move the 
animal to a cool and shaded area or an 
air-conditioned space.

However, the association warns to not 
try to cool down the animal by using cold 
water or ice because the extreme temper-
ature difference could lead the animal’s 
body to go into shock.

Instead, use room temperature water to 
cool them slowly and safely by applying 
primarily to the neck, chest and abdomen 
areas until the body is cooled off.

Signs to spot, prevent heat stroke in dogs

http://www.pawgrassdogspa.com
www.murphyskittens.org
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Specialty Services: M-F, 7:30a.m. to 6:00p.m.  |  ER Services Available 24/7  |  904-853-6310  |  FCVets.com

Premier Veterinary  
Specialty & Emergency 
Services at the Beaches 
Experience and compassion you can trust.
Emergency service available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week including holidays

Clinical trial finds value of  
service dogs to some veterans

The first National Institutes of Health-funded clini-
cal trial of its kind links the pairing of service dogs with 
military veterans to lowered PTSD severity, odds of 
PTSD diagnosis and other negative mental health symp-
toms. The study was also the largest national study to 
date comparing veterans and service dog teams to usual 
care alone for PTSD-afflicted veterans.

Led by Dr. Maggie O’Haire from the University of 
Arizona College of Veterinary Medicine in partnership 
with K9s For Warriors, the nation’s largest provider of 
trained service dogs to military veterans suffering from 
invisible wounds of war, the study examined more than 
150 military veterans over three months through self-
reported symptoms and expert clinician assessment. The 
study analyzed measurable PTSD symptoms, as well 
as psychosocial functioning (quality of life and social 
health).

The results revealed:
• Veterans with service dogs had 66% lower odds of 

a PTSD diagnosis based on expert clinician assessment 
when compared to a wait-listed control group. 

• They also experienced lower anxiety and depression 
levels, which often co-occur with PTSD.

• They experienced improvements in most areas of 
emotional and social well-being.

“This research reinforces what we have been study-
ing for almost a decade — that service dogs are linked 
to significant benefits for many veterans suffering 

from PTSD and other invis-
ible wounds of war,” said 
O’Haire, associate dean 
for research and profes-
sor at the University of 
Arizona College of Vet-
erinary Medicine, where 
she runs the OHAIRE 
Lab. “Service dogs are 
more than pets — they 
can be essential partners in 
helping veterans readjust 
and thrive after they 
return from service.”

“Having paired more 
than 1,000 service dogs 
with veterans, our work has 
clearly demonstrated that 
these dogs are lifesaving 
and life-transforming,” said 
Kevin Steele, Chief Program 
Officer at K9s For Warriors. 
“These dogs have enabled our war-
riors to better connect with family, 
friends and their community and 
to begin living the life they previ-
ously didn’t think was possible. The 
results of this study further prove 

what we do here at K9s works and we continue to have 
the research to back up the success of our program. We 
hope this study and others led by the OHAIRE Lab will 
lead to greater funding and full integration of highly 
trained service dogs into health protocols for all veter-
ans in need.” 

Most of the dogs at K9s For Warriors are rescues. 
K9s For Warriors trains them on average for six 

months, then pairs them at no cost with vet-
erans afflicted with the invisible wounds of 

war and who are at a great and immediate 
risk of suicide. It is estimated that nearly 

20 veterans die by suicide daily, and 
that more than one million veterans 

suffer from PTSD, traumatic 
brain injury or military sexual 

trauma. K9s For Warriors 
has rescued more than 

2,000 dogs and paired 
more than 1,000 

veterans with 
highly trained 

service dogs, 
saving lives 

at both 
ends 
of the 
leash.

www.FCVets.com
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Dogs add a whole new element to a 
family dynamic. Parents may adopt a dog 
not only because they love these loyal 
animals, but also because they hope to 
instill a sense of responsibility in young 
children who will be tasked with helping 
to take care of the family's furry new 
friend.

The level of interaction dogs require 
can vary greatly among the breeds. 
There's no shortage of breeds to consider 
as families look for a new dog, and it can 
help to recognize which dogs are espe-
cially energetic and which might be more 
enthusiastic about cuddle sessions on the 
couch. It's also worth noting that each 
individual dog is unique, so just because 
a dog is a certain breed does not mean 
it will automatically behave exactly the 
same as other dogs of the same breed. 
However, breed reputation can be a good 
barometer as families look to bring a new 
dog into the fold. The following are five 
popular breeds and their corresponding 
exercise needs.

1. Akita: Akitas originated in Japan, 
and it's not uncommon to refer to this 
beautiful breed as the Japanese Akita. 
American Akitas also are popular, and 

these dogs may have higher energy levels 
than those from Japan. Akitas are large 
dogs and require regular walks and daily 
play sessions with their owners. 

2. Bichon Frise: These small, cheerful 
pups require ample attention. Bichons 
typically weight between 10 and 18 
pounds, so owners are unlikely to be 
exhausted by daily play sessions, which 
are necessary to ensure the dogs do not 
become overwhelmed by separation 

anxiety.
3. Dachsund (standard): These highly 

affectionate dogs typically weigh be-
tween 16 and 32 pounds. Dachsunds' 
stature can be deceptive in relation to 
their energy levels, as the American 
Kennel Club notes these dogs love to 
play and can even make for fine watch-
dogs. Ample exercise is vital to ensure 
dachsunds don't gain a lot of weight, and 
physical activity also helps them build 

strong muscles that support and protect 
their backs, which are lengthy and there-
fore vulnerable to disc damage if the 
dogs don't stay fit.

4. French bulldog: French bulldogs do 
not require an especially high level of 
exercise. According to the AKC, a short 
walk or outdoor play session should be 
enough daily exercise for these lovable, 
bat-eared pups to stay in shape. Like 
English bulldogs, French bulldogs are 
flat-faced, which means they should be 
monitored closely and prevented from 
exerting themselves in hot or humid 
weather.

5. German shepherd: German shep-
herds are large, agile and muscular, and 
those characteristics alone likely give 
prospective owners an idea of what to 
expect from these beautiful dogs in rela-
tion to exercise. The AKC notes German 
shepherds are very active and athletic, so 
they will need lots of exercise. Without 
sufficient exercise, German shepherds 
may develop problematic behaviors. 

Careful consideration of a breed's ener-
gy levels and exercise requirements can 
ensure families find a dog that will suit 
their situations and schedules at home. 

Energy levels and exercise needs merit 
consideration before adopting a new dog

www.SawgrassPetResort.com
www.sunrisevets.com


Ponte Vedra Recorder · July 18, 2024 ALL ABOUT PETS   19

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Preventive Care

 Surgery 

Diagnostic Tests 

Emergency Procedures 

Dentistry

Microchipping 

Wellness Plans 

Grooming 

Boarding

Daycare

Spaying/ Neutering

Pet Resorts

Monthly Promotions

Birthday Pawties 

Themed Daycare Events
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Exotic Animals Welcome 

EXTENDED HOURS 

FIRST FREE EXAM
New clients only

HOSPITAL LOCATIONS ONLY

Must present coupon. Offers cannot be combined

New clients only

PET RESORTS ONLY

Must present coupon. Offers cannot be combined

FREE DAY OF PLAY

WWW.FOREVERVETS.COM

NO EMERGENCY WALK IN FEES

SCAN ME!

NEW emergency/ Urgent Care - OPEN until midnight!NEW emergency/ Urgent Care - OPEN until midnight!  

PROUDLY LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATEDPROUDLY LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED  
Forever Vets Animal Hospitals are full-service veterinary facilities completely dedicated to
the well-being of both you and your pet! We have been in the surrounding community for

over 12 years now!  Come be apart of our #ForeverVetsFamily today!

finding families for as many pets as possible during 
July National Adoption Week. All adoption fees are 
half-priced for animals at the in-store event.

During National Adoption Week, potential pet 
owners can interact with adoptable pets from lo-
cal animal welfare organizations at PetSmart stores 
across the country. With staff and volunteers on hand 
to help potential adopters, visitors can spend time 
with the cats, dogs, kittens and puppies available. 

“We are so thankful for our friends at PetSmart 
Charities for making this reduced-cost adoption 
weekend possible,” said Denise Deisler, JHS CEO. 
“Summer is a busy time of year for animal shelters, 
and JHS is no exception. We appreciate support that 
helps connect every pet with a loving home and are 
grateful for every family that adopts a shelter pet!”

“For 30 years now, PetSmart Charities and local 
partners have been helping pets find people to love,” 
said Heidi Marston, director of pet placement initia-
tives at PetSmart Charities. “Shelters across the coun-
try are full, and pets of all ages, breeds and tempera-
ments are looking for their families. This National 
Adoption Week, we are putting a special focus on our 
feline friends with scores of kittens entering shelters 
and rescues in need of adoption — and we can’t do it 
without your support. If you have room in your heart 
and home, please consider adopting or fostering.”  

To view all pets available for adoption, go to jaxhu-
mane.org/adopt.

Pets will be available 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. July 20 and 
21 at PetSmart, 8801 Southside Blvd. Suite 3, Jack-
sonville. Adoption fees are half-priced at this event.

Adoption
Continued from 16

Many dog breeds love to get outdoors and run. Dogs' 
love of activity endears them to millions of animal 
lovers, and it's one of the first distinctions people make 
between canines and other popular pets, such as cats.

It's not uncommon for dogs to look for a place to lay 
down and relax after a play session. And certain dog 
breeds, such as English bulldogs, tend to be less physi-
cally active than others. However, low energy levels 
throughout much of the day and an unwillingness to get 
up and run around could be signs of something serious 
in dogs that typically embrace physical activity. 

Identifying the cause of low energy in dogs can be the 
first step toward helping man's best friend get back to 
being his or her energetic self.

Potential causes of lethargy
The PDSA notes that various medical conditions can 

contribute to low energy in dogs. A veterinarian should 
be consulted immediately if a dog's energy levels sud-
denly dip. That's because certain issues that compromise 
canine's energy levels could prove fatal if left untreated. 

Infections are a potential cause of lethargy in dogs. 
According to the American Veterinary Medical As-
sociation, canine distemper is a serious disease caused 
by infection with the canine distemper virus. Vaccina-
tion can prevent canine distemper, but dogs that are not 
vaccinated can suffer a range of symptoms, including 
lethargy, if they are infected with the virus.

Obesity is another potential cause of lethargy in dogs. 
The PDSA notes that overweight dogs tend to move 
around less, so pet owners may need to alter pets' diets 
and exercise routines to help them lose weight and 
become more physically active. Overweight dogs are at 

an elevated risk of developing diabetes, which the PDSA 
notes is one of a handful of hormonal issues, including 
Cushing's disease and hypothyroidism, that also can 
cause low energy in dogs. Each issue is serious and dog 
owners are urged to work with their veterinarians to help 
dogs lose weight. 

Dogs also can suffer from heart disease, which can 
cause low energy. PetMD notes that many dogs develop 
heart disease as they age. The most common forms of 
heart disease in dogs are heart valve disease, myod-
cardial (heart muscle) disease, heartworm disease, and 
arrhythmia. Heart disease in dogs affects blood flow and 
makes it hard for the heart to pump blood, which can 
make dogs tired. 

Additional causes of low energy in dogs include ane-
mia, kidney disease and liver disease. Certain medica-
tions also can cause low energy in dogs, so it's vital that 
pet owners discuss potential side effects of any medicine 
prescribed to their dogs.

Low energy in dogs can be a warning sign of various 
issues. Dog owners are urged to contact their veterinar-
ians immediately if dogs exhibit signs of low energy. 

Possible causes of low energy in dogs

www.ForeverVets.com
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St. Johns County announces 
comprehensive plan update 

open house on July 23
St. Johns County invites the public to 

participate in the first open house for the 
County's Comprehensive Plan Update as 
it crafts strategies to implement the com-
munity's vision. On July 23, two sessions 
will be held (10 a.m. to noon and 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m.) at the County Auditorium, 500 
San Sebastian View, St. Augustine.

The Comprehensive Plan is a state-
required document that must be evaluated 
for updates at least once every seven 
years and is designed to guide a jurisdic-
tion's future actions. For St. Johns Coun-
ty, it will present a long-range vision for 
a community's future with long-range 
goals, objectives and policies.

During both open house sessions on 
July 23, county staff and its consultant, 
Inspire Placemaking Collective, will 
guide participants through multiple sta-
tions meant to provoke ideas on imple-
menting each of the vision themes created 
through the public engagement process.

Additionally, the community has until 
July 31 to complete a survey to provide 
additional input on implementing the St. 
Johns County community vision. The 
public may take the survey at inspire-
engagement.com/st-johns-county-plan-
update or any of the following locations:

• Anastasia Island Branch Library, 124 

Sea Grove Main St., St. Augustine Beach
• Bartram Trail Branch Library, 60 

Davis Pond Blvd., Fruit Cove
• Hastings Branch Library, 6195 S. 

Main St., Hastings
• Main Branch Library, 1960 N. Ponce 

De Leon Blvd., St. Augustine
• Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library, 

101 Library Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
• Southeast Branch Library, 6670 U.S. 

1 South, St. Augustine
• St. Johns County Utility Department, 

1205 State Road 16, St. Augustine
• St. Johns County Permit Center, 4040 

Lewis Speedway, St. Augustine
• St. Johns County Auditorium, 500 

San Sebastian View, St. Augustine
To enhance ADA transparency and 

consistency, St. Johns County established 
a dedicated email address for all ADA ac-
commodation requests: ADA@sjcfl.us.

The county and its consultant are 
developing plans for an additional open 
house that will focus on furthering the 
community vision by prioritizing strate-
gies and building its comprehensive plan. 
Once set, the county will publish the date, 
time and location of the second open 
house on the county website (sjcfl.us) and 
the comprehensive plan update website 
(SJCPlanUpdate.com).

Crowley honored for 
commitment to safety 

Crowley, through the achievements of 
the crews of 67 company-owned or -man-
aged vessels, has again been honored for 
its safe operations with Jones F. Devlin 
Awards by the Chamber of Shipping of 
America.

The Jones F. Devlin Safety Award 
recognizes the skills and dedication of 
people and companies achieving high 
levels of safe vessel operations and 
protecting their people. Awarded vessels 
serve across the globe, including tugs, 
barges, commercial containerships, tank 
vessels including articulated tug-barges 
and government-managed vessels.

With this award, Crowley was rec-
ognized for achieving 554 cumulative 
years of accident-free service among its 
recognized vessels, ranging from two to 
23 years without a lost-time injury across 
its fleet. 

“Earning the Devlin Awards under-
scores Crowley’s steadfast commitment 
to safety and highlights the diligent ef-
forts of our mariners,” said Peter Sutton, 
vice president of marine safety operations 
for Crowley. “This achievement is a tes-
tament to our team's unwavering dedica-
tion to maintaining the highest safety 
standards in the industry.”

mailto:legal@PonteVedraRecorder.com
mailto:ADA@sjcfl.us
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Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery

County sheriffs combine for community 
meet and greet in Nocatee

By Anthony Richards
A combined event was held by members of the St. 

Johns County Sheriff’s Office and the Jacksonville 
Sheriff’s Office where members of law enforcement were 
able to meet residents of the Nocatee community.

The event was scheduled to take place in the parking 
lot near the Nocatee Splash Waterpark with a drive by 
of various officers Crosswater Parkway to cheer on their 
service.

“Four years ago, we were here with some of the same 
members that are standing here today and supporting 
this mission to back the blue,” St. Johns County Sheriff 
Rob Hardwick said. “At the time, words were being said 
like ‘defund the police department,’ and we were hurting 
with recruiting and officer retention across this entire 
country, but now we fast forward and find ourselves in a 
special place.”

However, the drive by scenario that had been planned 
was canceled due to a conflict taking place with a No-
catee event.

Although the event may not have gone as planned, 
Hardwick was thrilled to see the residents come out and 

the amount of support they showed for their local law 
enforcement.

“This is very patriotic county, and our deputies ride by 
here and love to see that support,” Hardwick said. “As 
an Army veteran for 25 years and with our son serving in 
the Army, these days are always special for us.”

Attending to the event was Jacksonville Sheriff T.K. 
Waters and many other officers representing Jackson-
ville, as the relationship between the two countys is 
something Harwick is proud of.

“I’ve got a special relationship with all the sheriffs 
who are among those touching counties of ours, but 
T.K. Waters and I worked together in investigations and 
homicides 20 years ago and now fast forward we sit here 
today as two sheriffs. We’re truly blessed to have that 
relationship, and if we don’t talk daily, it’s something out 
of the ordinary. Help is really just a phone call away for 
our departments.” 

One of the features that was able to still take place as 
part of the event was a helicopter flyover that took place 
along the Crosswater Parkway route and flying over 
those in attendance.

Members of the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office and Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office came together 
for a law enforcement meet and greet in Nocatee on July 13.

Nocatee residents lined up along Crosswater Parkway to sup-
port local law enforcement officers.

Photos by Anthony Richards
Several members of the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office were on hand for the event.

http://www.palmcasual.com
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Experience the good a simple smile can do.

in 1988.
“Clayton Bromberg is a true giant in our industry,” 

Richards said, agreeing that Bromberg has left him some 
big shoes to fill. “Clayton’s been preparing me for this 
… All I can do is take all the things he’s taught me all 
these years and be the best version of me that I can be.”

He said he was excited to continue the company’s 
legacy of excellence.

“Our commitment to quality in materials, craftsman-
ship, design, presentation, education and service will 
remain our guiding principles as we move forward,” 
he said. “Clayton’s dedication to the business and his 
commitment to customer satisfaction have made him not 
only a mentor to me and the generations of staff but a 
respected figure in the industry and a pillar in our com-
munity. His vision and leadership have been pivotal in 
upholding the value and reputation of Underwood’s.”

Bromberg expressed confidence in Richards.
“In the past three decades, Michael’s expertise and 

passion for the jewelry industry, along with his achieve-
ments in leadership outside of the business, make him 
the ideal leader for Underwood’s,” he said. “In 2020, 
he took a more active role in operations and executive 
leadership, and it has been a natural progression to name 
him as president officially. I am very proud of the leader 
he has become and look forward to seeing the company 
continue to thrive under his direction.”

Having forged a solid reputation for quality and 
service over decades, the business will continue in that 
vein, even with the events for which it is known.

Still, company officials have an eye on the future.
“As we look ahead to the next 10 years and embark 

on this new chapter, I am excited about the opportuni-
ties ahead for Underwood’s,” said Bromberg. “We will 
continue to innovate while staying true to the principles 
that have made us a trusted name in jewelry for nearly a 
century.”

Underwood Jewelers was founded in 1928 as a 
diamond and watch store in Palatka by Herbert F. Un-
derwood. He moved his store to Jacksonville in 1940, 
selling his Palatka shop at the start of World War II. 
Underwood opened his first branch store in 1953 in the 
San Marco neighborhood.

In 1974, he sold the business to Bromberg and 
Company, one of the oldest and most respected family 
jewelry businesses in the country, having been founded 
in 1836 in Alabama. At the urging of Frank Bromberg, 
Underwood stayed on full-time. In 1980, he switched to 
part-time and became instrumental in training Clayton 
Bromberg. Underwood passed away in 1999.

Bromberg began his career with the company at its 
downtown Jacksonville store as a gemologist. Amid 

various challenges, he rose through the ranks to store 
manager, vice president and, ultimately, president.

In the meantime, Richards had begun his career while 
still in high school at Harper’s Jewelry, which was locat-
ed in a small West Virginia town. At first, he was given 
a part-time job doing errands, but the jeweler taught him 
some important, if basic, skills.

“He taught me how to engrave, wrap packages, solder 
chains,” Richards recalled.

While pursuing a business management degree at 
Marshall University in Huntington, West Virginia, he 
worked at T.K. Dodrill Jewelers.

“I truly fell in love with the jewelry industry, gemol-
ogy and everything about it while I was in college,” he 
said.

Following graduation, he was hired by Underwood’s 
as the San Marco store manager in 1990 and earned the 
title of gemologist a year later. It was a period of transi-
tion and growth for Underwood’s with the addition of 
the Avondale store and, in 1996, the Ponte Vedra store.

Richards, who had been appointed chief operating 
officer in 2018, increasingly began to take over greater 
executive responsibilities at the conclusion of the pan-
demic. Bromberg, meanwhile, delved more deeply into 
merchandising, as well as development of the diamond 
portion of the business.

Ultimately, the decision was made to elevate Rich-
ards.

“When you hire somebody just out of college, you 

have a chance to help mold them and make them into 
the type of retailer you’d like them to be,” explained 
Bromberg. “I’ve seen his progression, and it’s time for 
him to step into this role.”

Like Bromberg, Richards is a past president of the 
American Gem Society and has served on the Jewel-
ers Vigilance Committee, an important industry or-
ganization that helps to ensure legal and regulatory 
compliance. These affiliations — and others — have 
established both men as leaders beyond the doors of 
Underwood’s.

“(Richards) has served the jewelry industry at large 
and is a well-known industry figure all over the United 
States for the work he’s done,” said Bromberg. “We 
think that’s important — that we remain in positions of 
leadership in the United States in the jewelry industry.”

In addition, Bromberg has served on the boards for 
Jewelers of America, Florida Jewelers Association 
and The Better Business Bureau. He has served on the 
American Gem Society Laboratory Board since 1996 
and has served as its chairman for two terms.

In addition to his professional affiliations, Richards 
remains active in his community.

In 2003, Bromberg and Underwood’s were recognized 
via induction into the National Jewelers Hall of Fame. 
Bromberg is the recipient of the American Gem Society 
Robert M. Shipley Award (2004), the American Gem 
Society Triple Zero Award (2013) and the Women’s 
Jewelry Association Ben Kaiser Award (2015).

Underwoods
Continued from 1
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Underwood’s President Michael Richards and Chairman Clayton Bromberg
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Seaside Adventures adds custom six-seater for sightseeing
For The Recorder

Seaside Adventures, originators of 
Moke rentals in St. Augustine, are adding 
a new vehicle to the fleet, and it’s a true, 
one-of-a-kind creation.

Tommy and Crystal Horton, co-owners 
and founders of Seaside Adventures since 
2020, wanted to expand their popular 
Moke offerings, providing higher capac-
ity vehicles for large families and parties. 
They have announced that the LiMoke, 
the first six-passenger Moke in existence, 
is now available for rent at their 606 N. 
Ponce de Leon location in St. Augustine.

“This unique vehicle was inspired by 
customer feedback,” said Crystal Horton, 
co-founder and owner of Seaside Adven-
tures. “Our guests loved the convenience, 
comfort and cool look of our Mokes, but 
they wanted a higher capacity. And we 
get that! So, with the help of our amaz-
ing partners at Mokes Unlimited, we 
designed this one-of-a-kind vehicle, the 
LiMoke, that can safely accommodate 
six. And when we say one-of-a-kind, 
we mean it’s the only one there is. It’s a 
head-turner, painted a sunny yellow to 
capture the beachy St. Augustine vibe.”

Mokes are small electric vehicles that 
were originally a British Army invention 
in the late 1950s. Small and compact, 
they were designed to parachute through 
the skies to a terrestrial location. While 
its military career was short, the tiny 
vehicle gained a cultural cache, adored 
by fans like Princess Margaret, Bridget 

Bardot, The Beach Boys and Caribbean 
travelers. They soon became a symbol of 
beachy, breezy island life — even appear-
ing in four James Bond movies.

Moke America brought these unique 
vehicles to the States, making them 
bigger, wider, stronger, all-electric and 
street-legal. To design their custom 

Moke, the Hortons worked with their 
partners at Mokes Unlimited, the author-
ity on Moke customizations.

The LiMoke was created by trans-
forming a classic model into a custom-
stretched, eco-friendly limo ride powered 
entirely by lithium batteries and equipped 
with advanced speed and battery en-
hancements. The name LiMoke is a com-
bination of lithium, limousine and Moke.

In addition to Mokes, Seaside Ad-
ventures, which just won a TripAdvisor 
2024 Traveler’s Choice Award, offers 
golf carts, Polaris Slingshots, Arcimoto 
electric vehicles and Sand Surfer electric 
skateboards. The full rental inventory can 
be viewed at seasideadventures.com.

“We’re really excited to offer this fun, 
new vehicle to our customers,” said Crys-
tal Horton. “It’s a great way for visitors 
and locals alike to check out St. Augus-
tine and the Beaches.”

Seaside Adventures, originally named 
Seaside Slingshots, offers fun and unique 
transportation rentals in historic St. 
Augustine. The store is open Monday 
through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Learn more at seasideadventures.com.

Photo courtesy of Crystal Horton

Large commercial property sold for $10.5M in St. Johns County
NAI Hallmark, Jacksonville’s largest 

locally owned commercial real estate bro-
kerage and property management firm, 
has announced the sale of 3935 Inman 
Road, St. Augustine. Daniel Burkhardt, 
CCIM, SIOR represented the seller, Bur-
khardt Distributing Co. Inc. The Buyer, 

Rulon International Inc., purchased the 
property for $10,467,500.

The property is a 72,831-square-foot, 
vacant, air-conditioned warehouse on 
10 acres located on Inman Road in 
St. Augustine. The office portion was 
designed with a large open workspace, 

executive offices, conference rooms, as 
well as a large employee lounge area. The 
warehouse was designed with two large, 
air-conditioned areas, a receiving/loading 
area, and an enclosed drive-through area. 
In addition, there is a detached service 

garage area with two truck service bays.
For more information regarding the 

sale of 3935 Inman Road, or any ques-
tions relating to commercial real estate 
sales throughout Northeast Florida, con-
tact Burkhardt at db@naihallmark.com.

Contributed photo
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GUEST COLUMN

Managing your investments during difficult times
Written by/for Wells Fargo Advi-
sors

Economic difficulties, political unrest 
and natural disasters can all present chal-
lenges. Investors may wonder what effect 
these types of events, and others, could 
have on their investments. That is why 
it’s helpful to focus on three fundamental 
actions that could help investors work to-
ward their goals — know yourself, build 
a plan and keep an eye on the long term.

Know yourself 
When stocks drop by 20% or more, 

some investors might ignore the drop, 
others might feel the urge to sell, while 
still others might see it as a good time to 
buy. This range of reactions illustrates 
different levels of risk tolerance, or how 
sensitive investors are to market volatil-
ity. Risk tolerance varies from one inves-
tor to another, and no level of tolerance 
is considered the “right” level — there’s 

only the right risk tolerance for each 
investor. Talking with financial advisers 
or completing online questionnaires can 
help investors determine their risk toler-
ance.

While understanding risk tolerance 
is essential, it should not be considered 
in isolation. Risk tolerance, goals and 
time horizon all play a role in setting an 
investment plan. 

Investing more aggressively may yield 
more rewards, but the length of time 
available for investing also plays a part. 
A longer time horizon could give inves-

tors the potential for compound growth. 
And setting specific goals can help to 
determine how much an investor should 
accumulate to support their goals.

Build a plan 
Dwight D. Eisenhower may have 

said it best — “Plans are worthless, but 
planning is everything.” Even though a 
plan may need to be modified to adapt 
to changes, the very process of setting a 
plan can help investors to discover and 
focus on their most important investment 
goals. 

For a plan to be useful, it’s important 
for investors to clearly detail which goals 
they are trying to achieve. Some of an 
investor’s goals will be shorter term, such 
as building a rainy-day fund. Interme-
diate-term goals might include buying 
a house or paying for a child’s educa-
tion. Longer-term goals might include 
planning for retirement and potentially 
leaving a legacy for charities or family. 
Investor assets can then be matched to 
those various goals. 

For example, investors might own 
short-term bonds to meet a near-term 
expense, and a mixture of stocks and 
longer-term bonds to meet needs that are 
further in the future. The investor’s risk 
tolerance will help determine the mix of 
historically more volatile assets — such 
as stocks — to less volatile assets, such 
as bonds.

Keep an eye on the long term 
While market drops can be trouble-

some, unpredictable economic events 
have presented challenges in the past. 
With resilience and creativity, America’s 
businesses and households have man-
aged to overcome them. While there 

Contributed photo
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High housing costs trapping couples in unhappy unions
By Lawrence Datz
Jacksonville Family Law Attorney

Rising housing costs are not just 
squeezing first-time buyers and renters; 
they are also casting a long shadow over 
a seemingly unrelated realm – divorce. 
For divorcing couples, the financial 
burden of securing separate housing, par-
ticularly in highly competitive markets, is 
creating a new set of challenges, anxiet-
ies and even delaying separations. Even 
though this new stress can vary signifi-
cantly based on geographical location, 
income levels and the specific circum-
stances of each couple, those looking to 
separate today are facing the following 
issues:

Financial Gridlock: The crux of the 
issue lies in the soaring cost of acquiring 
new homes. Rising mortgage rates and 
inflated property prices mean the finan-
cial feasibility of splitting up is increas-
ingly out of reach for many couples. Sell-
ing the marital home to split the proceeds 
often becomes untenable, particularly if it 
entails hefty losses or leaves both parties 
struggling to afford separate dwellings. 
Even renting two apartments can present 
a steep financial cliff, especially when 
coupled with potential child support pay-
ments.

Unbearable Immobility: This finan-
cial gridlock forces some couples into a 

state of “unbearable immobility,” trapped 
in an unhappy marriage due to the sheer 
practicality of housing. Sharing a space 
with an estranged partner adds emo-
tional strain to an already difficult period. 
Pressures include the emotional turmoil 
of separation while navigating shared 
grocery lists, laundry schedules and even 
assigned floors in the same house. This 
prolonged cohabitation can exacerbate 
conflicts, hinder emotional healing and 
even push some couples to delay filing 
for divorce altogether.

Beyond the Tangible: The impact of 
high housing costs extends beyond the 
financial. The inability to secure separate 
housing can fuel anxieties about finan-
cial insecurity, independence, confusion 

and uncertainty by the children and even 
personal safety. For individuals experi-
encing domestic abuse, being trapped in 
a shared space can exacerbate the risks 
and hinder escape options. Additionally, 
the emotional toll of prolonged cohabita-
tion with an estranged partner can impede 
the grieving process and delay personal 
growth after divorce.

While the housing market itself is 
complex and requires systemic solutions, 
there are potential avenues to mitigate the 

impact on divorcing couples. Exploring 
alternative housing options like co-par-
enting arrangements or temporary shared 
custody of the marital home can offer 
breathing room. If possible, including 
grandparents or other relatives for tem-
porary housing assistance could alleviate 
emotional strain. And finally, working 
closely with legal professionals, financial 
advisers and real estate agents could help 
develop creative solutions tailored to 
individual circumstances. 

Contributed photo
Lawrence Datz

are no guarantees that past performance 
will repeat itself, history has shown that 
sticking to investment plans and taking a 
long-term view of the markets can help 
investors work toward their goals. 

This article was written by/for Wells Fargo 
Advisors and provided courtesy of Ponte Vedra 
Wealth Management Group in Ponte Vedra 

Beach at 904-273-7918.

Investment and Insurance Products are:
• Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Govern-
ment Agency
• Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guar-
anteed by, the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate
• Subject to Investment Risks, Including Pos-
sible Loss of the Principal Amount Invested

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by 
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member 
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. PM-
06132025-6160323.1.1
©2023 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC.
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First Coast Cultural Center opens Kick StART registration
For The Recorder

Kick StART, an afterschool art enrich-
ment program sponsored by First Coast 
Cultural Center (FCCC), is taking regis-
tration through mid-August at participat-
ing schools in St. Johns County. Students 
in kindergarten through sixth grade will 
embark on weekly, 90-minute adventures 
into the world of art, incorporating music 
and culinary experiences along the way.

“We have two fun semesters planned 
that include a variety of mediums, using 
oil pastels, watercolors, acrylics, clay and 
more,” said Kimberly Sheridan, FCCC 
events and programs manager.

Students will first learn elements of art 
from master artists throughout history 
and in modern times. During the second 
semester, Sheridan said, students will 
“become art detectives and travel to 

many countries” to create work, such as 
henna in India, jewelry in Greece, masks 
in South America, Adinkra patterns in 
Africa and lapis lazuli in Asia.

Enrollment links are open on FCCC’s 
website at firstcoastculturalcenter.org/
programs-events/kick-start for the follow-
ing schools on designated days: Picolata 
Crossing Elementary (Monday), PV/PV-
Rawlings Elementary (Monday), Palencia 
Elementary (Tuesday), Ocean Palms 
Elementary (Tuesday), Freedom Cross-
ing Academy (Wednesday), Palm Valley 
Academy (Friday), The Nest Christian 
Co-Op (Friday) and newly-added Lan-
drum Middle School (TBA).

FCCC members receive a discount, and 
there is a membership signup link online.

In the past, FCCC was able to fully 
fund this program at two Title I schools, 

Crookshank Elementary and Webster 
Elementary. However, FCCC lost more 
than $87,000 of its yearly support due to 
the State of Florida’s defunding of arts 
programs.

“We have pending grant funding for 
our Title I schools and for supplies for 
the Kick StART program, but it’s not 
guaranteed,” explained Donna Guzzo, 
FCCC president and CEO. “With the 
state portion of our funding gone, we are 
relying more than ever on individual do-
nors, grants, foundation and corporation 
sponsors, and income from our fee-based 
programs to keep the arts alive and in the 
hands of students.”

For more information about Kick 
StART, contact Kimberly Sheridan at 
904-280-0614, Ext. 1205, or email her at 
programs@firstcoastculturalcenter.org.

Contributed photo

Hillbilly Thomists to perform at mission
Get ready for an exciting event as 

Hillbilly Thomists kick off their sum-
mer tour in St. Augustine on July 31. The 
event will be at the National Shrine of Our 
Lady of La Leche at Mission Nombre de 
Dios, located at 101 San Marco Ave. in St. 
Augustine.

The event will start at 2 p.m. with a 
Rosary in the garden, followed by confes-
sions with the friars at 3:30 p.m. A Mass 

will be celebrated at the Rustic Altar at 5 
p.m., followed by the highly anticipated 
concert at 6:30 p.m. The event will con-
clude with nighttime prayer at 9:30 p.m.

General admission to the concert is $35, 
$15 for children (ages 6 to 18). Children 
younger than 5 and religious priests and 
nuns will be admitted free. Proceeds sup-
port the formation of friars at the Do-
minican House of Studies in Washington, 

D.C. Tickets can be purchased at hillbil-
lythomists.com/tour.

The National Shrine of Our Lady of La 
Leche grounds and parking will remain 
open for pilgrims to enjoy. Parking for the 
concert will be available in the southern 
grass field. Have your emailed tickets 
available for entry.

The local contact for the Hillybilly 
Thomists is Jess May, email jessan-

nmay1@gmail.com or call 904-228-0051.
The Hillbilly Thomists, a band of friars 

of the Order of Preachers, have achieved 
top spots on the Billboard bluegrass 
charts. They have released four albums, 
with their latest, “Marigold,” released in 
May 2024. Their music consists of origi-
nal Christian bluegrass. 

The Diocese of St. Augustine encom-
passes 17 counties of Northeast and 
Northcentral Florida with 71 parishes, 
mission churches and chapels. The diocese 
has more than 153,000 registered Catho-
lics under the leadership of Bishop Erik 
Pohlmeier and approximately 300 priests, 
deacons and women religious.

mailto:news@pontevedrarecorder.com
http://www.PonteVedraRecorder.com
mailto:programs@firstcoastculturalcenter.org
mailto:jessan-nmay1@gmail.com
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www.alhambrajax.com
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MOCA to exhibit works from The Gordon W. Bailey Collection
For The Recorder

The Museum of Contemporary Art 
Jacksonville (MOCA), a Cultural Insti-
tute of the University of North Florida, 
kicks off the second half of its 100th 
anniversary year with “Fill My Heart 
With Hope: Works From The Gordon W. 
Bailey Collection.”

The inclusive exhibition featuring 
more than 100 works from the collection 
of the noted Los Angeles-based scholar 
and collector follows his gift of 21 works 
donated to MOCA earlier this year that 
significantly added to the museum’s hold-
ing of works by untrained artists.

The works reflect Bailey's decades-
long advocacy. Many of the artists, 
whether because of their gender, race, 
religion or socio-economic status, pushed 
through discrimination and overcame 
various hardships during their lives, espe-
cially those living in the Deep South.

“‘Fill My Heart With Hope’ is an 
extraordinary, diverse exhibition,” said 
MOCA Executive Director Caitlín 
Doherty. “We are grateful for Mr. Bai-
ley’s generous support, and we are hon-
ored to celebrate MOCA’s centennial year 
by sharing this impactful exhibition with 
our community and shine a light on the 
contributions of untrained artists within 
the art historical narrative.”

Working in concert with MOCA’s 

team, Bailey selected the 
works of 56 artists — 21 of 
whom are women. The expan-
sive exhibition begins on the 
third floor in the museum’s 
feature gallery and carries 
over to the second floor where 
more recently created works 
are displayed.

Powerful works made by 
deceased luminaries can be 
seen on MOCA’s third floor. 
Walls are devoted to Leroy 
Almon, Eddie Arning, Thorn-
ton Dial Sr., Sam Doyle, Roy 
Ferdinand, Daniel Pressley, 
Herbert Singleton and Purvis 
Young.

Other highly-regarded art-
ists include Alpha Andrews, 
David Butler, Brenda Davis, 
Minnie Evans, Sybil Gibson, 
Joseph Hardin, Bessie Har-
vey, Eric Holmes, Clementine 
Hunter, Harry Lieberman, 
Mario Mesa, Sister Gertrude 
Morgan, Nellie Mae Rowe, 
Jimmy Lee Sudduth, Mose Tolliver and 
Willie White.

Among the highlights: Almon’s ad-
monition “20th Century Slave”; “Blue 
Lady And Gorilla Man And The Tiger 
Along For The Ride” by Dial; Doyle’s 
progressive “He/She”; Evans’ “Untitled”; 

Ferdinand’s “Untitled” 
self-portrait; Hunter’s “Cot-
ton Gin”; Morgan’s “New 
Jerusalem”; Pressley’s deftly-
carved, wood bas relief “Wait 
At The Water”; Singleton’s 
defiant “Ain’t Goin’ Back”; 
and Young’s “Untitled” depic-
tion of Jesus in chains.

“Fill My Heart With Hope” 
continues on the second 
floor where visitors will see 
works by Hope Atkinson, 
Aryz, Chris Benchetler, 
Date Farmers, Doze Green, 
Hipkiss, Daniel Johnston, An-
nie Lucas, Michael Noland, 
John K. Lawson, Ruth Mae 
McCrane, Samuel Pace, Mary 
L. Proctor, Welmon Sharl-
horne, Myrtle von Damitz III 
and Jane Winkelman, among 
others.

Standouts include a group 
of Aryz’s edgy, large-scale 
paintings; Benchetler’s 
poignant “A Hero’s Journey”; 

a Doze Green/David Ellis collabora-
tion; Lawson’s intricate paper collages; 
Lucas’ Biblically-inspired embroidered 
canvas works; Noland’s “Monument”; 
the surreal “Monk In Dali Land” by Pace; 
energized, slice-of-life scenes by Ruth 
Mae McCrane; and Winkelman’s socio-

political comments.
Florida is well represented in both gal-

leries by Holmes, Mesa, Proctor, Young 
and former part-time residents Winkel-
man and Gibson.

As American museums seek to become 
more inclusive, artists lacking formal 
training will undoubtedly find receptive 
audiences. Their unbridled creativity and 
bold expression have and will continue to 
change how we define contemporary art.

MOCA asks viewers to set aside pre-
conceived notions, reconsider historical 
definitions and more fully embrace the 
power of individual expression.

The exhibition runs from July 25 
through March 23 and is displayed in 
MOCA’s second and third floor galleries.

A “Fall Exhibitions” opening celebra-
tion will take place Sept. 5, with free 
public access from 8 to 9 p.m. Enjoy an 
evening of art and community featur-
ing live music, the MOCA Bar and new 
exhibitions throughout the museum. This 
event is free for all. MOCA members 
are invited to an exclusive early access 
preview.

This exhibition was made possible, in 
part, by the City of Jacksonville, the Cul-
tural Council of Greater Jacksonville, the 
Donald and Maria Cox Fund, the Haskell 
Endowment, the Jessie Ball duPont Fund, 
MOCA Jacksonville’s Centennial Spon-
sors and the University of North Florida.

Roy Ferdinand, “Baptism,” ca. 2000, mixed media on poster board, 22 x 
28 in., Gordon W. Bailey Collection.

Minnie Evans, “Untitled,” ca. 1960s, mixed media on paper, 10 1/2 x 14 
in., Gordon W. Bailey Collection.

Chris Benchetler, “Jerry,” ca. 2022, acrylic on 
wood, 48 x 36 in., Gordon W. Bailey Collection.

Daniel Pressley, “Wait 
At The Water,” ca. 1960s, 
carved wood bas relief, 
36 x 12 1/4 x 1, Gordon 
W. Bailey Collection.
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A counselor works with a camper at the Nease lacrosse camp. Children of various ages took part at the camp.

By Anthony Richards

Nease High hosted its annual lacrosse camp July 15 
to 18 as elementary and middle school students took 
part learning various skills from current players on the 
Nease High team.

“It’s definitely all about fundamentals, skills and 
the right way to play the game,” said Max Gurowski, 
Nease High boys’ lacrosse head coach. “We started 
camp showing a video about the history of the sport, 
because it’s so unique being that it’s the creator’s game 
coming from Native Americans. We want to just go 
out and try and honor the game every time we go out 
and play and be grateful for the time that we can play it 
together.”

The children worked with the giant wall on campus, 
which is used by Nease lacrosse players to sharpen 
their passing and catching skills and scrimmaged on the 
strip of fenced in turf that the Nease athletic program 
uses.

According to Gurowski, seeing the participants 
running around out there and smiling brought back 
memories of when he was being introduced and falling 

in love with the game.
“I’m from Webster, New York and growing up we 

had a camp just like this,” Gurowski said. “That pro-
duced some of my core memories growing up with my 
brother going there and working with the counselors 
that I looked up to. Now I’m just trying to do my part 
to continue to grow the game.”

Camps like the one hosted by Nease are just another 

example of how lacrosse continues to grow and be-
come a popular sport in the local area.

“At the highest level, it’s extremely clear that North 
Florida is right there with anyone,” Gurowski said. 
“Notre Dame that just won back-to-back national 
championships had at least three guys locally from here 
in North Florida on their roster. It’s expanding rapidly, 
and the players are legit.”

Memories, skills created at Nease lacrosse camp

Campers toss balls against a giant cement block wall to 
practice their passing and catching skills.

Photos by Anthony Richards
Athletes scrimmage as part of the camp.

Want to make a difference in local high 
school sports? Your help is needed.

The Ponte Vedra High School Boys 
Golf Program began in 2008 and has 
achieved great success over the years. The 
team won its first State Championship 
in 2013 under Coach Pete Molinaro. In 
2014, Mickey Leapley became the head 
coach and has held that position for the 
last 10 seasons. Since 2014, PV Sharks 
have earned another eight State Cham-

pionships, the last seven in a row. The 
program has amassed some remarkable 
Florida High School Athletic Association 
(FHSAA) records, nine team State Cham-
pionships and three individual champions. 

More than 30 players have moved on to 
play D1 college golf and countless others 
have played DII, DIII and college club 
golf.

Two players have played professionally, 
Taylor Funk, PGA Tour and PGA Latin 

American Tour, and Andrew Farraye, who 
currently has conditional status on the 
PGA Canada Tour. 

The season begins in August and 
runs into November. A large part of the 
success over the years has come from 
competing against the best junior golfers 
in the state. This requires team travel and 
financial resources to help cover a portion 
of the cost.

The Booster Club is looking for dona-

tions to help support travel, entry fees 
and hotel expenses among other things 
not covered by HS Booster Club.

If you would like to support the golf 
program, go to pvsharksbc.com and 
click on the shark logo under Boy’s Golf 
Fundraiser.

If you would like to donate in other 
ways, contact the Booster Club directly 
for assistance, at pvhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/
golf-boys.

PVHS boys golf program seeks donations

http://www.PonteVedraRecorder.com
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THE

of Ponte Vedra

�e Ponte Vedra Recorder, 
celebrating 55 years of 

community news excellence, 
has launched our sixth 
annual BEST OF THE 
BEST of Ponte Vedra, 

32081 & 32082.

YOU, our valued readers, 
now have the chance to vote 
for your favorite businesses 
in various categories online. 
Online voting begins June 
15th a�er nominations are 
complete. VOTE DAILY -  

the last day to vote is 
July 26th at midnight!

VOTING IS 
NOW OPEN!

Scan the
QR code to 
vote now!

Help Wanted

Caleo Capital NA LLC (Ponte Ve-
dra Beach, FL): CEO. Req Bach in 
Finance, related, or equiv, 60 mos 
mgmt exp in financial services, Se-
ries 65 Lic. 20% domestic/internatl 
trvl to meet w/ clients. Res to Attn: 
Maya Burney, 90 Fort Wade Rd, 
Ste 100, Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Dogs, Pets or 
Livestock

  If  veterinary care is unavailable or 
unaffordable, ask for Happy Jack® 
animal healthcare for cats, dogs, & 
horses.  At Tractor Supply®. Dis-
tributedy by Florida Hardware 
800-793-0926.

Home 
Improvement

Don't Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by our ser-
vice and if we can't fix it, we'll replace 
it!  Pick the plan that fits your budget!  
Call: 1-888-521-2793

Home 
Improvement

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION:  A small amount of water 
can lead to major damage in your 
home. Our trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect your fam-
ily and your home's value! Call 24/7:  
1-866-782-4060. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you call!

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 
other pests. Locally owned and afford-
able. Call for a quote or inspection to-
day 1-877-644-9799  Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  Call 
1-888-967-1158 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available.  
Call: 1-855-315-1952

Professional lawn service: Fertiliza-
tion, weed control, seeding, aeration & 
mosquito control. Call now for a free 
quote. Ask about our first application 
special! 1-833-606-6777

Home 
Improvement

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or damaged 
frames? Need outside noise reduc-
tion? New, energy efficient windows 
may be the answer! Call for a con-
sultation & FREE quote today. 
1-888-993-3693. You will be asked 
for the zip code of the property when 
connecting.

Autos Wanted

Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veterans. 
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Other

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:  
888-815-4341

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 866-472-
8591.

Medical

YOU MAY QUALIFY for disability 
benefits if you have are between 52-
63 years old and under a doctor’s 
care for a health condition that pre-
vents you from working for a year or 
more. Call now! 1-888-222-1803

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.  
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Es-
pañol

Dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400+ procedures. Real 
dental insurance - not just a discount 
plan. Get your free  Information Kit 
with details! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

Miscellaneous

Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176 
today to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a power 
move.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-tion. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-610-1936

Legals

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA 
PROBATE DIVISION 
File No. CP24-0469
Division 59 
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
DOUGLAS WAYDE MACKE, 
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of DOUG-
LAS WAYDE MACKE, deceased, whose 
date of death was May 5, 2024, is pending 
in the Circuit Court for St. Johns County, 
Florida, Probate Division, the address of 
which is 4010 Lewis Speedway, St. Augus-
tine, FL 32084. The names and addresses 
of the personal representative and the 
personal representative’s attorney are set 
forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands against 
decedent’s estate on whom a copy of 
this notice is required to be served must 
file their claims with this court ON OR 
BEFORE THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A 
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate must file their 
claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLI-
CATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA 
STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE 
FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM 
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE 
AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this notice is 
July 11, 2024.
Personal Representative:
/s/ Brooke Michelle Macke
BROOKE MICHELLE MACKE
112 Summerhill Circle
St. Augustine, Florida 32086
Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/ James E. Bedsole
JAMES E. BEDSOLE, ESQ.
FL. Bar No.: 500194
2450 Old Moultrie Road, Ste. 104
St. Augustine, FL 32086
Tel: (904) 797-8701
service@bedsolelaw.com
Legal 93869 Published 7/11/2024 and 
7/18/2024 in St. Johns County’s Ponte 
Vedra Recorder newspaper

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

All Line Ads are 4 lines, 
20 to 25 Characters Per Line. 

*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

CLASSIFIED RATES 2024
Message to Advertisers:
All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 

of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #CALL APRIL SNYDER
285-8831 ext. 1204

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

Celebrating 25 years of worship 
in a former stable!

Come see its natural charm. 
Sundays at 9:45 am.

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
904-285-5347 | LordOfLifePVB.org

Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!
HARMLESS BAT 

REMOVAL

BAT-PROOF 
& CLEAN UP

FULL ATTIC 
RESTORATION

10-YEAR WARRANTY

888-255-9950thebatguysbatremoval.com

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER
Thinking of
Advertising 

in the
Recorder?

For more
informa� on

call 
(904) 285-8831
to speak with

a Sales Rep. today!

AALLLL  AANNTTIIQQUUEESS  WWAANNTTEEDD  
Jewelry, Artwork, Porcelain, Art Glass, Silver, 
 Coins, Gold, Chinese Antiques, Designer Mid 

  Century Furniture, Collectible Accessories & More 

Call: 
Elite Decorative Arts 

http://www.dental50plus.com/ads
http://www.dental50plus.com/ads
mailto:service@bedsolelaw.com
http://www.pontevedrarecorder.com
https://pontevedrarecorder.com/bestof2024/#//
www.thebatguysbatremoval.com
www.LordofLifePVB.org
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Voting is 
now open!

www.pontevedrarecorder.com/bestof2024/#//

THE

2024

of Ponte Vedra

Scan the 
QR code to vote 

for your favorites!

�e Ponte Vedra Recorder, 
celebrating 55 years of community 
news excellence, has launched our 

sixth annual BEST OF THE BEST of 
Ponte Vedra, 32081 & 32082.

YOU, our valued readers, now have 
the chance to vote for your favorite 

businesses in various categories 
online. Online voting begins June 

15th a�er nominations are complete. 

VOTE DAILY -  the last day to vote 
is July 26th at midnight!

Reach 6 million 
homes nationwide

To inquire about placing an ad 
in this section,call 904-264-3200

Autos Wanted
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 

Help and Support our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

Health & Fitness
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 

Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.  100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Español

Dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
400+ procedures. Real dental insurance 
- not just a discount plan. Get your free  
Information Kit with details! 1-855-526-1060 
www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy users! Dis-
cover oxygen therapy that moves with you 
with Inogen Port-able Oxygen Concentra-
tors. Free information kit. 1-866-477-9045

Home Services
Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got 

Storm Damage? You need a local expert 
provider that proudly stands behind their 
work. Fast, free estimate. Financing avail-
able. Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage cleanup: A small 
amount of water can cause major damage 
to your home. Our trusted professionals dry 
out wet areas & repair to protect your family 
& your home value! Call 24/7: 1-888-872-
2809. Have zip code!

Professional lawn service: Fertiliza-
tion, weed control, seeding, aeration & 
mosquito control. Call now for a free quote. 
Ask about our first application special! 
1-833-606-6777

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages today with 

a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* Call 1-855-948-
6176 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power move.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Le-
afFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protec-tion. Schedule free LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-610-1936

Bath & shower updates in as little as 
1 day! Affordable prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & military discounts 
available. 1-877-543-9189

Become a published author. We want 
to read your book! Dorrance Publishing 
trusted since 1920. Consultation, produc-
tion, promotion & distribution. Call for free 
author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/ads

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-
in tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. 
Now featuring our free shower package & 
$1600 off - limited time! Fi-nancing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation ExpertsOver 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free info package & 
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the 
most local MLB Games! Choice Package 
$89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 de-

vices at once. HBO Max included for 3 mos 
(w/Choice Package or higher.) No contract 
or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-866-859-0405

Replace your roof w/the best looking 
& longest lasting material steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install + 
Additional 10% off install (military, health & 
1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a lim-ited time, waving ALL 
installation costs! (Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by dealer.) Of-
fer ends 8/25/24. Call 1-844-501-3208

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal solution for anyone 
who struggles on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins take less than 60 
seconds. Don’t wait! Protect your family, 
your home, your as-sets now for as little as 
70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

MobileHelp America’s premier mobile 
medical alert system. Whether you’re home 
or away. For safety & peace of mind. No 
long term contracts! Free brochure! Call 
1-888-489-3936

Miscellaneous

Bath & shower updates in as little 
as 1 day! Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs. Senior 
& military discounts available. 1-877-
543-9189

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Safe Step. North America's #1 
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring our 
free shower package & $1600 off 
- limited time! Financing available. 
1-855-417-1306

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install 
a new, custom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. For a lim-ited 
time, waving ALL installation costs! 
(Additional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer.) Offer 
ends 8/25/24. Call 1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp America's premier 
mobile medical alert system. 
Whether you're home or away. For 
safety & peace of mind. No long 
term contracts! Free brochure! Call 
1-888-489-3936

Miscellaneous

Replace your roof w/the best looking 
& longest lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & mul-
tiple colors available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer up 
to 50% off install + Additional 10% off 
install (military, health & 1st respond-
ers.) 1-833-370-1234

Don't let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-833-399-
3595

Home break-ins take less than 60 
seconds. Don't wait! Protect your 
family, your home, your as-sets now 
for as little as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-
7951

Miscellaneous

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the 
most local MLB Games! Choice 
Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos 
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice 
Package or higher.) No contract or 
hidden fees! Some restrictions ap-
ply. Call IVS 1-866-859-0405

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
info package & learn how to get rid 
of your timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971

http://www.pontevedrarecorder.com/bestof2024/#//
http://www.dental50plus.com/ads
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ACROSS
  1. Letter of the Greek 
 alphabet
  4. Cause to become 
 entangled
 10. Swiss river
 11. Conversation
 12. “Magnum” was one
 14. Small integer
 15. Christmas
 16. Of a specific mountain  
 region
 18. Burrowing bugs
 22. Of a symbol worthy 
 of veneration
 23. A type of syndrome
 24. Cephalopod mollusks
 26. Metric ton
 27. Ornamental box
 28. As quickly as can be done
 30. “Hoop Dream” 
 subject Arthur
 31. Old TV part
 34. Extinct flightless birds
 36. Former CIA
 37. Successor
 39. Archaic form of you
 40. Within
 41. Danny Hurley’s 
 alma mater
 42. Not sacred or biblical
 48. Written law
 50. Popular hairstyle
 51. Congressman
 52. Type of font
 53. A predetermined period 
 in office
 54. Pouch
 55. Hormone that stimulates 
 ovulation (abbr.)
 56. One from a particular 
 Asian region
 58. One’s sense of self-esteem
 59. Headgear used to control 
 a horse
 60. The habitat of wild 
 animals
  

DOWN
    1. A right conferred through 
 legal means
  2. American island state
  3. Inflexibly entrenched
  4. “Pollock” actor Harris
  5. Foolish person
  6. Follows a particular 
 Chairman
  7. Choose
  8. Sunrooms
  9. One hundred grams 
  (abbr.)
 12. A symptom of some 
 physical hurt or disorder
 13. South American 
 hummingbird
 17. “Girl Chopping Onions” 
 painter
 19. Wild dog
 20. Units of land

 21. Footwear
 25. Possessing a constant 
 temperature 
 29. Hormone that promotes 
 water retention (abbr.)
 31. Popular game
 32. Pension (German)
 33. Giant of industry
 35. Inferred
 38. One who revolves
 41. Kept possession of
 43. Loss of electricity
 44. Stoppered  bottle
 45. Everything
 46. First to walk on the moon
 47. Engrave
 49. Female organs
 56. Equal to 1,024 bytes 
 (abbr.)
 57. Northeast

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Retirement have you
stumped? Let’s solve

it together.

SERVING RETIREES FOR OVER 22 YEARS

Get a secure plan tailored to your
needs, wants and what-ifs. Contact

us today for a free consultation. 

904-425-0943 RetirementTeam.com

Retirement Planning  |  Financial Strategies

Investment Management

Materials offered by Stratton & Company provide general information on the
subjects covered. Not intended to provide specific financial, legal or tax advice.

Investment advisory services offered by duly registered individuals through
CreativeOne Wealth, LLC a Registered Investment Adviser. CreativeOne Wealth,

LLC and Stratton & Company are unaffiliated entities. Insurance and annuities
offered by duly licensed agents. We do not give legal or tax advice, you are

encouraged to consult your tax advisor or attorney. By contacting us or attending
events, you may be offered a meeting to discuss how investment and/or

insurance services may meet your retirement needs.

When should I take
Social Security?

Can I afford
to retire? What if property

taxes go up?

How long will my
money last?

What if I live
a long time?

What if the
market goes

down?

www.RetirementTeam.com
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(904) 642-5111 (904) 642-5111 
4700 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32216 | www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com

2022 RAM 1500

SALE PRICE $39,488
33 MILES | STOCK# NN402235

2019 INFINITI QX80

SALE PRICE $26,930
98,858 MILES | STOCK# 6K968454

2022 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN

SALE PRICE $42,760
62,787 MILES | STOCK# NR195976

2022 MAZDA CX-9

SALE PRICE $19,730
63,324 MILES | STOCK# N0608314

2022 VOLKSWAGEN TIGUAN

SALE PRICE $25,930
16,514 MILES | STOCK# NM126765

2021 TOYOTA RAV4 HYBRID

SALE PRICE $27,260
70,794 MILES | STOCK# MU039050

2023 CADILLAC ESCALADE

SALE PRICE $86,520
21,630 MILES | STOCK# PR415838

2021 CADILLAC CT5

SALE PRICE $40,930
24,613 MILES | STOCK# M0128008

2020 BUICK ENVISION

SALE PRICE $22,710
14,382 MILES | STOCK# LD178473

2023 CADILLAC CT4

SALE PRICE $59,980
333 MILES | STOCK# P0410356

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY - READY TO DRIVE OFF THE LOT!

ULTRA LOW-MILEAGE LEASE FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEESULTRA LOW-MILEAGE LEASE FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES
2024 CADILLAC LYRIQ RWD TECH PREFERRED

$439/MONTH FOR 36 MONTHS
$4,889 DUE AT SIGNING (AFTER ALL OFFERS). TAX, TITLE, LICENSE, AND DEALER FEES EXTRA. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT.

MOST DISCOUNTS CAN BE COMBINED − IT PAYS TO CHOOSE CADILLAC!

ADDITIONAL OFFERS
$3,000 CONQUEST 

REBATE  
 IF YOU OWN AN ELIGIBLE 

COMPETITIVE BRAND

$1,000 REBATE  
FOR CURRENT 

COSTCO MEMBERS

$7,500 ULTIUM 
PROMISE 

 FOR ELIGIBLE LYRIQS

$500 DISCOUNT 
FOR MILITARY 

APPRECIATION

$500 DISCOUNT 
FOR EDUCATORS & 
FIRST RESPONDERS

http://www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com2022
http://www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com



