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288-unit | Panthers capture ‘unmatched’

rental | feeling with win over Sharks
commun Ity Students storm field,

d | Scussed hugs, tears of joy ensue

By Shaun Ryan By Anthony Richards
The rivalry between the Nease Panthers
Representatives of a proposed and Ponte Vedra Sharks resulted in another
workforce rental community met with epic football showdown between the two
members of the public Oct. 24 and 25 at schools, and this year, it was the Panthers
Our Lady of Good Counsel, 5950 State that edged out a 24-23 win in comeback
Road 16, to provide details and answer fashion on Oct. 27.
questions. The final minutes of the contest led to
A 288-unit rent-restricted community, waves of emotion for both sides, as the
Preserve at Wards Creek could be open lead changed hands following a touchdown
for occupancy as early as January 2027 run by Nease quarterback Bryce Frick and
if all pieces fall into place quickly. Cur- what turned out to be the game-winning
rently, the prospective owner, developer extra point by Daniel Jones.
and manager of the property, Domi- Both teams fought hard throughout, but -
nium, is seeking the necessary zoning when time ran out it was the Panthers who . . Photo by Anthony Richards
It was an emotional celebration on the field after the Panthers defeated the rival Sharks 24-23
changes to move forward. The 19.1-acre found themselves on top on the scoreboard on Oct. 27.
site at 6351 County Road 16A, is zoned and the Panthers’ students in attendance
rural, so a planned unit development stormed the field of the Shark Tank to For some, such as senior defensive back proud of my friend Bryce, because I've
would have to be established. celebrate with the players. Careal Carter, he never quit believing even  been with him for so long, and for him to
It was a crazy scene full of smiles, hugs when the Panthers found themselves trail- help get the win like that is just crazy,”
COMMUNITY continues on Page 24 and tears of joy by the Panthers’ players ing late in the fourth quarter.
and their fans. “We’ve fought all year, and I'm just PANTHERS continues on Page37
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NOW OFFERING LIPO LASER invisa-RED" 0,

We are now offering invisa-RED™, FDA Approved and WEIGHT - W
Clinically Proven for Non-invasive Weight Loss, Cellulite /.’ - * »

Removal, Body Contouring and Aesthetics.

Special Introductory Offer for New Patients!

$ : Bod.y Composutlon.AnaIysm S <750 ' We keep your spine in align!
el LlpO -Laser Session Let's Conquer This! J 904 273 2691
INSIDE: CHECK IT OUT! » Vbration Therapy Session LIMITED TIME OFFER - CALL TODAY! 1 (904) 273~
. . InCIUdeS (to increase blood flow and circulation) NEW PATIENTS ONLY. THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE 615 A1A North, Suite #102
The Recorder’s Entertainment EXTRA T0 PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
featuring TV listings, streaming We also offer award-winning Chiropractic Care - WHICH IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE (on the corer of A1A and Corona Rd)
. 4 ' . . FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION ORTREATMENT. CAN NOT BE COMBINED. MAY NOT
information, puzzles and more! looking forward to seeing you soon! BEVALID FOR FEDERAL PROGRAMS INCLUDING MEDICARE. WITH THIS AD AND ONE TIME USE ONLY, pontevedrawellnesscenter.com
2024 Lotus Emira Serving Ponte Vedra and 2024 Lotus Eletre

NOW ORDERING the Beaches since 1969 NOW ORDERING
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Pork butt fundraiser under way

Mike Sobiecki and Kevin Sides are conduct-
ing their fourth annual Pork 4 Wishes Pork Butt
Fundraiser, “Smokin’ Critical Illnesses” Butt, to
raise money for the Northeast Florida Make-
A-Wish Foundation. All proceeds go to help
fund wishes for children suffering from critical
illness in Northeast Florida.

Each year, they have raised enough money to
grant one “wish.” The average cost of a “wish”
is $8,000, so that’s a lot of pork!

To reserve your pork butt, email pork4wish-
es@gmail.com with the following information:
name, phone number, email address, number
of pork butts (purchased at $75 each) and es-
timated pick-up time. Your order includes one
bottle of Killer Hog BBQ Sauce.

You’ll be able to pay by cash, check or
Venmo at time of pick up.

Pick up: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Nov. 11

Location: 1244 Fish Hook Way, Ponte Vedra
Beach

This is first come, first served, as they sell out
every year.

If you have a local business and would like
to sponsor this event, or to make a donation,
contact Sobiecki at 904-337-8374 or pork-
4wishes@gmail.com.

GTM offers guided exploration hike

A guided exploration hike will be held 9-11
a.m. Saturday, Nov. 4, at Guana Tolomato
Matanzas National Estuarine Research Reserve
(GTM). Learn about the Guana peninsula’s
natural biodiversity, expansive cultural history,
vital estuarine resources and current efforts to
protect these resources.

The hike departs from the GTM Research
Reserve Trailhead Pavilion (west of Guana
Dam), 505 Guana River Road, Ponte Vedra
Beach. Register online at gtmnerr.org/visit/
events.

The event is free, but parking is $3 per
vehicle. Wear comfortable, closed-toe shoes.
Hat, insect repellent, water and sunscreen are
recommended.

Democratic Club to meet
The Ponte Vedra Democratic Club will meet
Tuesday, Nov. 7, at the Ponte Vedra Branch
Library, 101 Library Road, Ponte Vedra Beach.
Chat and chew at 5:30 p.m. Meeting at 6 p.m.
The featured speaker will be Jim McCarthy,

past president, North Florida Land Trust, speak-
ing on overdevelopment.

For more Information, email jkary@verizon.
net.

Palm Valley Market every Tuesday

The Palm Valley Market is held from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. every Tuesday inside the Palm Val-
ley Community Center, 148 Canal Road. The
market offers fresh produce, baked goods, local
honey, tea, seasonal treats, soap, jewelry, plants
and more.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

space that inspires

Plan your party at Ponte Vedra's
award-winning Event Space

The Possibilities are Endless
+ Christmas Parties
» Customer Appreciation Events
« Elegant Galas
« Awards Celebrations
« Themed Nights

Best Event Venue

Best Event Planner
Jeff Tawney

Why We're the Best
z 360 Immersive Experiences

M Multiple spaces for various events

z State of the art technology

Ready to make your event memorable?

Scan here for more info and
to book your party today!

www.thelink.zone
425 Town Plaza Ave., Ponte Vedra, FL 32081
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County seeking applications for ARC, zoning and adjustment board

By Anthony Richards

Positions are currently vacant on several
boards and committees throughout St.
Johns County, including in the Ponte Vedra
area with spots open on the Architectural
Review Committee and Ponte Vedra Zon-
ing and Adjustment Board.

These positions are volunteer, and the
county is currently taking applications
from residents who are looking to help
their community by serving on one of the
boards.

The purpose of the Architectural Review
Committee is to ensure enhanced prop-

erty development, while maintaining and
encouraging quality character of design of
the structures in the Ponte Vedra and Ponte
Vedra/Palm Valley overlay districts remain
in line with the goals and objectives of the
St. Johns County comprehensive plan.

Those applying for ARC are asked to
be a registered architect in Florida or a
retired architect formerly registered in the
state and someone who resides in the Ponte
Vedra zoning district or within district four,
but outside the zoning district.

Regular members and alternates both
serve four-year terms.

Anyone serving on the Ponte Vedra Zon-

ing and Adjustment Board is given the duty
of regulating and restricting the height and
size of buildings, the intensity of land use,
the area of yards, courts and other space
about buildings, as well as the ability to
classify, regulate and restrict the location of
commerce and industries and the location
of buildings designed for specified indus-
trial, commercial, residential and other uses
within the Ponte Vedra Zoning District.

Qualifications for the board include be-
ing a registered voter in St. Johns County
and residing in the Ponte Vedra Zoning
District. Members must file financial
disclosure.

General Qualifications: Must be a regis-
ter voter in St Johns County and reside in
the Ponte Vedra Zoning District. Members
must file financial disclosure.

Both boards have been focal points of
late because they were among the list of
board and committee process of hearing
the PUD application request and renova-
tion plans for the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club’s
property and buildings.

Applications can be found online by
going to scjfl.us and searching the boards
tab or a paper application can be picked up
at the county administration building at 500
San Sebastien View in St. Augustine.
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CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELIN

SINCE 1962

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

TOM TROUT, inc.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

PV2-LV45857

904) 737-5412 ¢ tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FRELE consultation!

Discover the comfort of oceanfront living in Ponte Vedra Beach.
This 2-story coastal gem with 100 ft. of ocean frontage offers a
private elevator for ease in access to each story, large media/game
room, living/dining/kitchen/great room and a tri-level deck with
summer kitchen, seating around fireplace, sun deck and play fort.
There truly is something for everyone. Host unforgettable gather-
ings for family and friends and make memories for life!

5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms. $3,595,000

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

beacheshomes.com

REALTY

Private 4+ acre waterfront estate, custom-built with the utmost
quality and security. 10,956 ft.2 of expansive eastern views of the
Intracoastal Waterway, 160 feet of water frontage, designed for
year-round outdoor living complete with a 25,000-gallon salt
chlorinated pool, hot tub, dock and boatlift. Come enjoy unrivaled
privacy just minutes away from the world-renowned Mayo Clinic
and Atlantic Ocean.

5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, 4 Half Baths, $6,950,000

FLORIDA NETWORK i o

Welcome to your contemporary oceanfront haven, a three-story
masterpiece of design where privacy meets impeccable craftsman-
ship by the renowned local architect, Frank Shumer. This stunning
property serves as a breathtaking backdrop for art enthusiasts and
accommodates up to eight guests, making it perfect for family
vacations or group getaways. Whether you're seeking a peaceful
getaway or an artist’s retreat, this beachside oasis offers the ideal
setting for relaxing and entertaining.

2 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, $4,500,000

© 2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service

marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.” Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation
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Lineup announced for
EnterCircle Women’s Day Program

EnterCircle 2023 presents the Third
Annual Women’s Day Program in cele-
bration of Global Entreprencurship Week
at the link on Nov. 17. The program aims
to inform aspiring entrepreneurs, sea-
soned business owners, professionals and
students on growth strategies and tips on
how to “Thrive With Purpose.”

You can expect a full schedule of

¢ 8:30 to 9 a.m. Arrival and registration

* 9 t0 9:03 a.m. Welcome and introduc-
tion by emcee Marithza Ross, meteorolo-
gist at Action News Jax

* 9 t0 9:30 a.m. “It’s Game Time!
Leadership Lessons from a Former
Female Football Player” — Jan Spence,
CEO, CSP, Jan Spence and Associates

* 9:30 to 9:50 a.m. Neera Shetty, PGA
Tour

* 10 to 10:20 a.m. “Biblical & Experi-
ential Perspective on Purpose” — Father
Rich Pagano, St. John Paul II

* 10:30 to Noon: Women in Tech Panel
— Pauline Sivegny, Grace Aerospace;
Representative from Northeast Florida
Regional STEM2 Hub

* 10:30 to Noon: Women in Business
— Sonya Morales-Marchisillo, Pinnacle
Communications Group; Tillery Durbin,
121 Financial; Tina Bodnar, First Horizon
Private Bank

* Noon to 12:30 p.m. Lunch

* 12:30 to 1 p.m. Women in Business
Panel — Jessica Funke Ho, Urban Youth
Park; Carolynn Castillo, Absolute Top
Dollar; Dr. Prasanthi Reddy, Rainbow

speakers from a variety of industries from
tech to real estate who will share their
stories on how they were able to excel in
their professional and personal lives.

Topics include becoming bank loan
ready, the experiences of women in tech,
growth against all odds, finding meaning
in your life as a leader and more.

The agenda is as follows:

LelUs get social!

Stay up to date on contests,
advertising specials, and real-time

news in Ponte Vedra. e

Our fans get access to exclusive | %
content you can’t find anywhere else! e dae e
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder S I

Sapna Foundation Presents

©) " ENTERGIRCLE 2023

ENTERCIRCLE

UMMIT 202

ENTERCIRCLE

SUMMIT 2023

Pediatric Center

* 1 to 1:50 p.m. Amy Dix, Authority
Speakers Agency

Women business owners are invited to
showecase their businesses at the Women’s
Day Program. Expo tables are $150 and
include admission to the program.

Attendees can book headshot sessions
with award-winning photographer Ga-
briel Gianelli of First Coast Headshots.

Those interested in attending can
register at www.entercircle.zone/
womens-day. Registrations before Nov.
10 will receive 20% off tickets by using
code RECORDER?20 at checkout.

THRIVER
PUHPDSE/\

November 17, 2023 at 8:30 AM -2:30 PM

Join us to connect, grow, and get inspired with enterprising women
at EnterCircle, catering to aspiring women entrepreneurs,
established business owners, students, and professionals.

Pricing
« $55 to attend ONLY
+ Woman-owned Business Expo $150 (includes program ticket and table)

EARLYBIRD DEAL

Register for Women’s Day before Nov. 10 and get 20%
off tickets and Expo Table

Use code RECORDER20 at checkout

www.entercircle.zone

L5 SaPN3

ENTERCIRCLE
BUSINESS:

November 15, 2023 at 5-8 PM

Come out to the EnterCircle Business Expo to meet
where you can meet amazing local businesses

¢ Tickets to the Jacksonville Zoo

Entry is FREE! RSVP and attend for a
chance to win!

By attending, you can win one of the following prizes:
¢ A Family membership at the link ($360 value)

+$100 credit for an event or activity at the link
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Ponte Vedra Beach | Jacksonville & the Beaches | Intracoastal & Oceanfront Properties

CICI ANDERSON & JENNA FISHER

| JUST soLp _ #2Top Small Residential
el A — ~-  Real Estate Team NE Florida
e o A E A e o, - 0025)2022)2021
* 2476 PHARBOURVIEWDR. = HARBOURMA|STéR = ‘
Builder/Lot Package - $10,465,000 o
$5,500,000 - Marsh Landing Lot $3,549,999 - Marsh Landing 7625 FOUNDERS WAY RECENTLY SOLD
60’ Boat Slip 60'Boat Slip $1,999,900 - Marsh Landing

e

712 Great Egret Way - $2,150,000
3237 Fiddlers Hammock - 1,020,000
13810 Sutton Park #232 - $210,000
102 Laguna Villas #H14 - $490,000
304 Rum Runner - $520,000

82370 MERGANSER DR. 113 |ND|AN COVE LN. 14402 Marina San Pablo #203 - $925,000
$1,799,999 - Marsh Landing $1,449,000 - Marsh Landing 55 S. NINE DR. 91 San Juan Dr. #G3 - 51,270,000
40'boatslip available Waterfront - Dock on Tidal Creek $759,000 - Sawgrass CC 24543 Deer Trace - $1,299,000
r . 40 Jefferson Ave. - $1,320,000
24632 Harbour View Dr. - $2,600,000
- - - ¢ MR 14402 Marina San Pablo #801- $2,425,000
: l l ftm 77 o ‘; . o fin "*;]‘_ 0 iR L L =4 “ 120 Indian Cove Lane - $1,325,000
§ : I3 1

P S e N " 112 Indian Cove Lane - $1,299,000
9909 FILAMENT BE#D ‘Te'&tRGUNAvuLASBLm " RVE. S #8—— 11100 Marina San Pablo #206- $1,250,000

$524,999 - eTown $495,000 - Jacksonville $510,000 - Jacksonville Beach
Great Amenities - Close to Shopping Steps to.the Beach Steps to the Beach

Contact us for any of your real estate needs and for a complimentary estimate of your home’s value!

CICI ANDERSON | 904.537.0457
PA, Founding Realtor, Broker

MAWING cicisellsjax@gmail.com

JENNA FISHER | 904.881.4201
PA, Broker
Cici Anderson & Jenna Fisher jen nasel |SjaX@gmai|.C0m

TISH FROCKT '- DAVID J. DARCH Your

Realtor, PA, . 904.962.4884
Sales & Marketing pontevedraproperties Waterfront

Coordinator @yahoo.com

904.710.3862 Specialist 197 S-PONTEVEDRABLVD.
tishsellsjax@gmail.com $2,995,000- Furnished

WELCOME e Pt _ M\ WELCOME

NIKKI STEVENS epresented the se 2519 i = M KRYSTALHOOD
904.710.3758 8 0cea me at 801 F ] WA | 601.416.3402

nikki@nikkistevensgroup.com 0 . L : . el KrystalHood@gmail.com
NikkiStevensGroup.com 4 e

BUY or SELL with us & receive a complimentary Initiation fee for Social Membership to Marsh Landing CC.

Some restrictions apply.

marshlandingbeachesrealty.com
MARSH LANDING REALTY | 25655 Marsh Landing Parkway | Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida 32082
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Margaret Meier is president of UltraShred Technologies, which provides high-security onsite shredding services to businesses,
government offices, institutions and residents in Northern Florida and parts of Georgia. The business she founded with her husband
23 years ago offers secure paper shredding, non-paper media destruction and computer hard drive destruction.

Margaret Meier

As told to Shaun Ryan

Tell me about UltraShred Technologies.

UltraShred Technologies was started in 2000. It was an
initiative coming out of a business that my husband, Walt
Meier, was running: a commercial cleaning company that
served large office complexes.

One of the facilities’ managers was interested in get-
ting shredding as a service. We looked into it and decided
to go ahead and start that business.

Our main line of business is commercial onsite shred-
ding. It can be scheduled service where we place certain
kinds of containers in office buildings, medical clinics,
hospitals, schools, courthouses — everywhere people
need to have their information destroyed.

Our second line of business would be more like e-
cycling or helping people with their outdated electronics.
They need that information destroyed, also. We do that
with the help of downstream partners. They will first re-
move all of the information that is on the device, destroy
that and then refurbish the equipment so it stays out of
the landfill.

How does this work?

If you need shredding, you would call the office. We
can offer either a drop-off service or our trucks can come
onsite. It’s on camera. You get a certificate of destruction.

If you have devices that you needed taken care of, we
also provide a certificate of destruction for your records.

For our scheduled service clients, we also provide a
volume report. If you have a container, you’ll know how
full those containers are every time we come, and that
helps you to understand: Is that the right size container?
Do I need service monthly, weekly, bi-monthly?

We also provide environmental impact reporting, so
you know how much water was saved, oil was saved,
how much paper was recycled, all of that.

And we do shred events. Cities, municipalities and
private business owners hire us to come, park our truck
at a certain location. Then, they have these drive-through
shredding events where our truck is there to shred for
residents and customers.

| understand you do product destructions, too.

We’ve destroyed straw bags, plastic plants made to be
sold but that had a flaw in them, magazines, books, cloth-
ing — some of the police departments want to destroy
their uniforms so they don’t get on the street.

We don’t destroy tires, anything with wood, anything
with metal. We do hard drive destruction, and that is
metal, but the truck has to be completely clear of paper.
We have a special mechanism on our truck that we can
do shredding as long as the truck is empty.

Tell me about the need for these services. It seems we
aren't quite a paperless society yet.

One of the needs for the service, in spite of the reduc-
tion of the use of paper, is compliance. Some very small
organizations may be completely paperless, but almost
everyone has some kind of paper. So, even though it’s
less paper, you still have to show compliance.

Also, if they do in-office shredding, everybody has
access to wherever the paper was. And not all employees
need to see everything you’re shredding, so it provides
privacy in the office.

'y

oy

\3

In your role as president, what are some of your
responsibilities?

Pretty much making sure that we make money. Be-
cause the whole purpose is to help the community, but
my immediate community are all my employees. And |
feel like that’s one of my top responsibilities, taking care
of them. They come first.

What do you like best about what you do?

My favorite thing about being a business owner is
really and truly all of the connections that I make. I love
people. It is fun to talk to people. It’s fun to make friends
everywhere.

I’ve stayed active in my industry. I serve on the
board for our international trade association, i-SIGMA.
Through those connections, I’ve been able to visit other
shredding companies, storage companies, and really
learn.

Have you lived in Northeast Florida long? What do you
like best about living here?
I was a teacher in the ‘80s. At the time, it was not easy

to get jobs where I’'m from, Long Island. So, I got a job
here in Florida at a private school. A really nice school.
Enjoyed it. Did that for two years. Worked at Hope
Haven Children’s Clinic doing a variety of things to grow
my professional life in education and testing.

I was with St. Johns County Schools for several years.
I did adjunct work at UNF, teaching teachers; I love to
mentor people. Then, I was a stay-at-home mom with six
kids.

I love Ponte Vedra. It’s a great community.

How do you like to spend your free time?

We love to go to the scenic overlook on A1A and see
both our beautiful estuary and the ocean. I love to ride
my bike; it just makes me so happy.

And spend time with the family, of course. That’s what
it’s all about.

How can people learn more about UltraShred Tech-
nologies?
They can go to www.ultrashredtechnologies.com.
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Whiskey, Wine & Wildlife Schedule includes: Thursday, 11/2, W3 Wine Dinner at Pesca by Michael’s, Friday, 11/3, Master Classes and
Vilano AlA Soirée, Saturday, 11/4, GTM Research Reserve Guided Tour and Wine & Cheese Reception and the W3 Grand Tasting in

downtown Vilano Beach and Sunday 11/5 finale, all-inclusive Jazz Brunch.

NEW 2023 EVENTS ON SALE NOW!

Tickets include unlimited tasting bites and wine, beer and spirits samples with a souvenir glass!

VILANO BEACH, ST. AUGUSTINE, FL | WHISKEYWINEANDWILDLIFE.COM

y “ PRESENTED SPONSORED BY
BY Al N
\ ST. JOHNS B
W S |CULTURAL COUNCIL ST. AUGUSTINE BOZARD RG(;OI:deI'
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EE— A\ |ST. JOHNS COUNTY Official Aut i \ Sco

Official Charity Partner Qg} TourisT DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL  JAGKSONVILLE MAGAZINE icial Automotive /
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Sponsor food and service
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CHEERS TO 54 YEARS

The Ponte Vedra Recorder,
54 Years and Counting

By Scott A. Grant

The year 1969 was momentous. It
saw our society reach the heights of our
dreams and the depths of our night-
mares. The "Miracle Mets" rose from
mediocrity to win a magical World Se-
ries. Broadway Joe Namath led the NY
Jets to a shocking win over the Colts in
the AFL-NFL Championship Game and
created the modern Super Bowl.

That same year, our nation fulfilled
a promise made by John F. Kennedy
earlier in the decade and put a man on
the moon. Some people think the moon
landings were faked. That seems silly,
but people believe what they want to
believe. A shocking number of Ameri-
can's believe the Earth is flat. In fact,
there are more people in the United
States today who believe the Earth is
flat than there were in Europe when
Columbus sailed in 1492.

The year 1969 also saw one of our
worst tragedies. Twenty days after Neil

1111\

RISE

55+ ACTIVE LIVING

at Nocatee

Scott A. Grant

Armstrong first set foot on the moon,
the nation was shocked by the brutal
killing of Sharon Tate and six others,
including coffee heiress Abigail Folger.
Both of these events played out on
flickering TV screens across the country
along with footage from the war in
Vietnam. In Jacksonville, the Jackson-

BRAND NEW

55+ LIVING COMMUNITY

ville University Dolphins began their
march toward their penultimate finish in
the NCAA tournament.

That same year, two determined
women founded The Ponte Vedra Re-
corder. There was no reason to imag-
ine the paper would survive, let alone
succeed. Ponte Vedra was a sleepy little
burg. But Peggy Bradford and Gretchen
Carpenter had a dream. The first issue
the pair created looked more like a
middle school newsletter than a paper
and began with the words, "We'll never
make the professional golf circuit."
How wrong they were. Eight years later
the Tournament Players Championship
moved to Ponte Vedra. We may not
have individually made it to the tour,
but collectively we did and in a “fifth
major” way!

Over the years, The Recorder has
been there to document our successes,
remember our tragedies and enrich our
lives. In more recent times, two other
women have taken up the mantle of
the original founders. Grace Hayes and

J, 2.8 s

APARTMENTS FOR LEASE

HEATED RESORT-
STYLE POOL

24-HR FITNESS
CENTER

GAME ROOM

OoM

PACKAGE CENTER

HIGH SPEED FIBER

INTERNET

Susan Griffin led The Recorder into a
new century of reporting. It would not
be a stretch to say that our paper would
not be where it is today without the
auspices of both of these community
icons. It is impossible to attend any of
the myriad events that make our town
special without running into Susan.
I wish I could bottle her energy and
enthusiasm.

It has been my profound pleasure
to write for both Grace and Susan and
help tell the story of our wonderful
little beach town. We can only imagine
what the next 54 years will bring. How-
ever, we can rest assured that thanks to
the efforts of four strong, determined
women and countless others, that The
Recorder will be there telling our story
every step of the way.

Scott A. Grant is a local author, histo-
rian and investment adviser. It has
been one of the great pleasures of his
life to contribute to this iconic institu-
tion. scottg@standfastic.com

PonteVedra
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became a standard bearer
last year at the age of 13 and |-
is excited to be carrying the

arc the same so we don't
c mistake of putting
o down® said

I started working at The Recorder in 1979 as a reporter/advertising consultant/
editor. After I left for media and real estate jobs, The Recorder followed our family's
passions and accomplishments, some of which are shared here. It continues to be a
fun ride in this fabulous place we call home. Thanks to The Recorder staff for being

there for our community for all these years!

Clare Berry BERRY & CO.
Resourceful... Responsible... Respected REAL ESTATE

Clare@clareberry.realtor

904-382-5875

Serving Northeast Florida since 1985

Clareberryrealestate.com

HAarpy FALL!

It's 2 great time to settle into one of these special homes. With Clare’s knowledge
and expertise, you'll have your best real estate transaction everl

« FIVE STAR Bestin Client
Satisfaction™ Award 2005-2016

+2010 President, Northeast FL MLS
« Serving Northeast Florida real
estate buyers and sellers since 1985
904-382-5875 « clare@clareberry.realtor
www.ClareBerryRealEstate.com
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THE TRIUMPH OF NATURE

AN EVENING OF ART NOUVEAU
NOVEMBER 17 | 7:00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M.

Join us in the historic Alcazar Casino for an extravagant evening of Art
Nouveau-themed entertainment to celebrate the opening of our fall exhibition,
The Triumph of Nature: Art Nouveau from the Chrysler Museum of Art.

Enjoy an exclusive first-look at this major exhibition, craft cocktails by Treasury on the Plaza, decadent
hors d’oeuvres from Chef’s Garden, and live gypsy jazz by Miami’s French Horn Collective.

PARTY LIKE IT’S 1899!

Lightner

MUSEUM

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT

lightnermuseum.org

angela@lightnermuseum.org | 904.824.2874 x 103

\

sankoramerica T . newens EOUNDATTON ST. JOHNS COUNTY #ns | CULTURAL COUNCIL

%0 v Florida TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
PRIVATE BANK ON THE PLAZA 77t Zo0 or You! ARTS & CULTURE FOR NORTHEAST FLORIDA CULTURE AROUND EVERY CORNER.

//7/

442 | ST JOHNS
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CHEERS TO 54 YEARS

The Ponte Vedra
Recorder keeps on
keepin’on

By Clare Berry

When I was in my 20s, I landed back
in Jacksonville Beach after moving
away from Jacksonville for college,
marriage and my husband Vance’s law
school years. Through friends from
high school at Episcopal, I connected
with Peggy Bradford, co-founder of
The Recorder. She was looking for
help. Her partner in the paper, Gretchen
Carpenter, was too ill to continue to
contribute. Peggy hired me.

What a wild ride that was! Peggy
had just two employees, photographer
Nancy Hickey and me. Nancy didn’t
miss a party; I tried not to as well, plus
1 did a lot of other things — attending
PVCA, MSD and County Commission
meetings, bringing in ads and gratefully
coordinating our community assistants
(who wrote restaurant reviews, golf and
tennis team notes and so much more —

they were invaluable.). I drove Peggy
to The St. Augustine Record office the
Friday before each issue so we could
proofread the galleys that The Record
staff had assembled for us. Then it was
off to the press. After printing, The
Record would deliver our papers. We
actually hand-stamped each of our sub-
scribers’ addresses on the papers! Next
stop was the post office, which back in
the day was on Ponte Vedra Boulevard
across from the Surf Club.

The Ponte Vedra Recorder is thriving
today under the leadership of Publisher
Susan Griffin, a truly dedicated commu-
nity supporter. Today, computers make
trips to the printer unnecessary, but it
still takes committed employees for this
labor of love to continue and to suc-
ceed. I am grateful to the dedicated staff
of The Ponte Vedra Recorder. Happy
54th anniversary!

ENHANCE

PSYCH" Dacksonville Beackes

Plan today. Enjoy tomorrow.

@ Life Insurance

Company

Total First-Year
Annuity Rate* up to

7.50%

/. /. Consider AAA Life’s Platinum Bonus ,
e Annuity fo help provide the security
you need to enjoy your retirement.

—_——
e !
\S - T
\' -
At |
\

Benefits of AAA Life’s Platinum Bonus Annuity®include:
* Maximized eamnings through the power of tax-deferral. **
* A competitive fixed interest rate with an additional first-year bonus.*
* Free withdrawal once per contract year, up to 10% of the accumulated cash value.

PLATINUM CURRENT FIRST-YEAR TOTAL Contact an Agent Today!

BONUS ANNUITY | FIRST-YEAR BASE BONUS FIRST-YEAR .

ISSUE AMOUNTS | INTEREST RATE | INTEREST RATE |  INTEREST RATE Gloria Dongara

$3,000 up fo Auto Club Group
e 5.00% 1.50% 6.50% C049255

5530433?95%10 5.00% 2.00% 7.00% 840 ATA N. Suite 180

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

S500.000 5.00% 2.50% 7.50% 904-543-6871

gdongara@acg.aaa.com
Earn a minimum of 2.80% — guaranteed.

* First-year rafe shown above is effective as of 10/19/2023 and subject to change without nafice. It includes a first-year bonus for the first contract year only.
*Under current federal income tax law. AAA Life and ifs agents do not provide legal, fax, or financial advice. You may want o consulf your
professional advisor prior to the purchase of any contract

Benefits may be taxable. Rates shown are annual effective yields. The firstyear inferest rate is guaranteed for first contract year only. It is separafe
from the guaranteed minimum rate effective for all contract years. Inferest rates are credited from the first day of receipt of funds. Annuities are not
short-term products. During the surrender charge period, withdrawals exceeding 10% will be subject to a surrender charge that may be higher than fees
associated with other types of financial products and may reduce principal. Withdrawals prior fo 59% may be subject to IRS penalties, separate from
the annuify’s schedule of surrender charges. For complete details of the annuity and surrender charge schedule, please refer to the contract.
Annuities offered by AAA Life Insurance Company, Livonia, MI. AAA Life (CA Cerfificate of Authority #07861) is licensed in all stafes except NY.
Automobile Club of Southem California CA License #0003259. CSAA Life Insurance Agency of California, Inc. CA License #0D12130. Insurance
products in Northern California offered through AAA Northern California Insurance Agency, License #0175868, in Nevada by AAA Nevada and in Utah
by AAA Utah. Your local AAA club and/or its offiliates act as agents for AAA Life. Platinum Bonus Annuity Contract Form Series: ICC11-4111/DA-4111 (In
OR:ICC11-41171)

ALAN-23878-023-XX

PREMIER JACKSONVILLE BEACHES PSYCHIATRIC SERVICES

FOR CHILDREN, ADULTS & FAMILIES

Are you or a loved one struggling with your mental health?

You're not alone. We can help.

Experience the Joy of Becoming your Best Self!

¥ Top Integrative Child/Adolescent, Adult, Sports & Executive Psychiatry Hub

@ Medication Management

‘¥ Psychotherapy

Ketamine-Assisted Psychedelic Therapy (KAP)

[%Y) Optimize Peace, Success & Happiness: You're Worth It.

Your Health is your Greatest Wealth!

R Elevate Your Health Today!

Text/Call 904-705-9335 or visit EnhancePsych.com
Come visit us at our NEW locations
or by Telehealth

Ponte Vedra Beach Jacksonville Beach
2320 Third St S

6000A Sawgrass Cir

‘ Suite 17

Suite 13

LPERIAIES
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CHEERS TO 54 YEARS

Blast from the Past!

Here’s a look back at the early 1980s according to The Ponte Vedra Recorder!

May 7, 1982

September 10, 1982

Storewide
Remodeling

Sale

Dining Room | Living Room | Bedroom | Lamps
Pillows | Art | Accessories | Bedding

OVER 50%OFF [E8] FIUGO’S

(Sm /927 3139 Phillips Hwy North | Jacksonville | 904.396.2233 | www.hugosinteriors.com @ (©) @
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Diocese
plans

‘Life Fest’

The Catholic Diocese of St. Augus-
tine will hold its inaugural “Life Fest
— Live Catholic” from 9 a.m. to 4
p-m. Saturday, Nov. 4, at the National
Shrine of Our Lady of La Leche at
Mission Nombre de Dios, 27 Ocean
Ave., St. Augustine.

Attendees will experience a day
filled with faith, fun and family
activities. The day starts with a Mass
celebrated by Bishop Erik Pohlmeier
at 9 a.m., followed by youth awards.
Visitors can expect to be inspired by
speakers Bob Perron and Dr. Jason
Phillips and to enjoy uplifting music
by the band Stella.

Attendees are encouraged to dress
up as their favorite saints, participate
in face painting, play games and visit
the petting zoo, food trucks, vendors
and more. For older children, there
will be "Rise Up" games that include
a 360-degree photo booth and a
painting tent. There are three work-
shops for high school and college-age
students to attend, including two
“Theology of the Body” sessions in
English and Spanish or a speaker
panel.

The day concludes with a Eucha-
ristic procession, the Rosary and the
Divine Mercy chaplet. “Life Fest —
Live Catholic” Day is sponsored by
the offices of Youth & Young Adult
Ministry and the Human Life &
Dignity.

For more details, email hld@
dosafl.com. The event is weather
permitting.

Lecture topic: Molecular
anatomy of animal body plans

The Evenings at
Whitney Lecture
Series hosted by the
Whitney Laboratory
for Marine Bioscience,
continues at 7 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 9, with
the program titled “The
Molecular Anatomy of
Animal Body Plans.”
Chris Lowe Ph.D., as-
sociate professor, Hop-
kins Marine Station,
Stanford University,
will be the speaker.

This free lecture will be presented in
person at the UF Whitney Laboratory
Lohman Auditorium, 9505 Ocean Shore
Blvd., St. Augustine. Those interested
also have the option of registering to
watch via Zoom live the night of the
lecture.

Register to watch online: ufl.zoom.
us/webinar/register/ WN_N-zN9c09Ro-
qaWK4ygqiBxQ.

The lecture will introduce the history
of our understanding of animal body
plans and the role that molecular devel-
opmental biology has played in shap-
ing our understanding the origin of the
major phyla. Lowe will further focus on
work from the lab on both hemichor-
date and echinoderm patterning and
how these data help them understand
chordate origins, but also more gener-
ally in how nervous systems evolve
over time.

Lowe is from the UK and completed
his undergraduate degree at the Univer-
sity of Sussex in biology. His interests
in evolution and developmental biology
led him to work with Greg Wray at
SUNY Stony Brook on the evolution

N @
termite DEPOT

Serving all of North Florida & The Beaches
Full Service Pest & Termite Control

Wood Destroying Organism Inspections
Next Day Appointments
Same Day Reports

<> SENTRICON

844-55DEPOT
(844-553-3768)

Info1@termitedepot.com

termiteDEPOT.com

Dr. Chris Lowe

of the echinoderm body
plan. His thesis work
led him to become
interested in addressing
classical questions on
chordate origins and the
evolution of our own
body plan, and this led
him to hemichordates,
which as the name
suggests is a group of
animals closely related
to our own phylum.

As a Miller Fellow
at UC Berkeley work-
ing with John Gerhart and with Marc
Kirschner from Harvard, Lowe devel-
oped a species of hemichordate for de-
velopmental studies to address hypoth-
eses of chordate origins. He began his
independent career at the University of
Chicago and moved to Stanford, based
at Hopkins Marine Station in 2010, and
is now a professor of biology.

Upcoming Whitney Lecture

Dec. 14: “Fish Ecology in a Rapidly
Changing World,” Dr. Robert Lamb,
research assistant professor, UF/IFAS

Nature Coast Biological Station

About Whitney Laboratory

Whitney Laboratory is a biomedical
marine research institute of the Uni-
versity of Florida. It is composed of 11
faculty-led laboratories that use marine
organisms for basic biological research
that can be applied to human health,
understanding of local natural resources
and insight into our dynamic local
environment.

Whitney Laboratory provides train-
ing for future experimental scientists,
education programs for kindergarten
through university-level students and
monthly lectures for the general public
to bring lifelong learning to the com-
munity.

Whitney Laboratory also features a
Sea Turtle Hospital, which promotes
ocean awareness and conservation
through sea turtle rehabilitation, re-
search and education.

Whitney Laboratory is located at
9505 Ocean Shore Blvd., St. Augustine,
on the border of Flagler and St. Johns
counties. For more information, go to
whitney.ufl.edu or call 904-461-4000.

ST. AUGUSTINE

POKER ROOM & Aces Sports Bar & Grill!

bestbet St. Augustine | 904.646.0001 | 800 Marketplace Dr., St. Augustine, FL | 1-95 exit 311
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Students, families
brighten hospice
with birdhouses

annette gortz

spring/summer 2024

Trunk Show

November 9, 10, 11
11-4 (or by appointment)

The Sawgrass Room .
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In a heartwarming display of commu-
nity spirit, the students and families of
Jacksonville Country Day School (JCDS)
recently came together to paint and hang
birdhouses outside the inpatient rooms
of Community Hospice of Northeast
Florida. The collaborative effort brought
joy to patients and their families, offering
a colorful touch outside their windows
during challenging times.

On a bright and sunny day, JCDS
volunteers gathered to lend their artistic
talents to a collection of 16 birdhouses.
These blank canvases transformed into
vibrant, eye-catching pieces of art over
the weekend, thanks to the dedication and
creativity of the children and their fami-
lies. Each birdhouse became a unique
piece of art, reflecting the personalities
and styles of those who painted them.

“It makes me really happy because it's
good to do things for others and not just
yourself,” said JCDS first grader Hen-
drick Ciuraru. “IT hope they (the people
at Community Hospice of Northeast
Florida) see lots of birds!”

Ashley Howell, manager of volunteer
services at Community Hospice, was
present to witness the enthusiasm and
goodwill of the JCDS families the day the
birdhouses were delivered to the center.
She expressed her excitement at having
these colorful birdhouses placed outside
the patient rooms, knowing they would
bring comfort and smiles to those under-
going treatment and their loved ones. The
birdhouses serve as a symbol of hope and

Contributed photos

the beauty of life.

This heartwarming project is not a one-
time effort for JCDS. In fact, it marks the
school's third year of collaboration with
Community Hospice. Each year, they
replace the birdhouses from the previous
year to ensure that the area maintains its
vibrant and welcoming appearance. This
commitment to bringing color and cheer
to the lives of hospice patients has been
called a testament to JCDS' dedication to
community service and the well-being of
others.

The JCDS students and their families
look forward to continuing this annual
tradition as they spread warmth and posi-
tivity in the years to come.
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Joy Andrews selected as St. Johns County administrator

On Tues-
day, Oct. 31,
the St. Johns
County Board
of County
Commission-
ers selected
Joy Andrews
as county
administrator
after conduct-
ing interviews
with the four
finalists during a special meeting. A
contract is pending the board’s ap-
proval.

This concludes a public engagement
process of recruitment and interviews
managed by the county’s Human
Resources Department, which featured
public meetings, live video broadcasts
of the meetings, and a “Get the Scoop
on County Administrator Finalists” ice
cream social for the St. Johns County
community.

Andrews has served as interim
county administrator for St. Johns
County since July. She has been with
the county for the past 17 years, includ-
ing the previous seven years specifi-
cally as the deputy/assistant county
administrator. She has led a wide
range of departments, such as Growth
Management, Economic Development,
Tourism Development, Health and
Human Services, Fire Rescue, Arts and
Culture, Grants and Legislative Affairs,
Emergency Management and Disaster
Recovery, Coastal Management, Public
Library System, Parks and Recreation
and Community Redevelopment.

Her education includes a Master of
Public Administration (public financ-
ing) from Kansas State University and
an LL.B. (Bachelor of Laws) in inter-
national commerce and trade law from
Nanjing University, School of Law.

The four top-tier candidates that were
interviewed included:

* Andrews

 Sarah Campbell, town manager for
Orange Park, Florida

 James Doar, county administrator
for Gallatin County, Montana

 James Harriott, director of engi-
neering — transportation for Caus-
seaux, Hewitt and Walpole, Inc. Profes-
sional Consultants

The interviews were broadcast live
on the county’s GTV channel. The
recorded version will be available upon
completion of closed-captioning ser-
vices within the next few days.

The board contracted with GovHR
USA, a government recruitment and
management consultant, to ensure a
thorough, strategic national search
for the next county administrator was
completed, which provided a pool of
105 applicants.

GovHR USA narrowed the pool to 12
potential candidates for the selection

i

Joy Andrews

committee to review. In a public meet-
ing on Oct. 6, the selection committee
designated five applicants as top-tier
candidates and held Zoom interviews
with each on Oct. 9, which was
recorded and provided to the public
afterward.

After the Zoom interviews, the selec-
tion committee unanimously voted
to recommend all five candidates for
consideration by the board.

One candidate withdrew from the
process, leaving four top-tier candi-
dates for the board to consider. At the
Oct. 17 County Commission regular
meeting, the board unanimously ac-
cepted the recommendation of the St.
Johns County administrator selection
committee to interview the four top-tier
candidates.

The county administrator selection
committee is comprised of the follow-

ing individuals:

* Henry Dean, St. Johns County Dis-
trict 5 commissioner

* Brandon Patty, St. John County
clerk of the circuit court and comptrol-
ler

e Lilian Hutchinson, St. Johns
County director of human resources

* Jerry Wilson, community/business
representative

TRUNK SHOW 3 DAYS ONLY

To HoNor AvLa’s Acres No KiLL ANIMAL RESCUE

featuring jewelry by

LLAGOS

Representatives will be on hand with the
FALL 2023 COLLECTION

THurspAY AND FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2™ AND 3%°
SHow Hours 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4™

SHow Hoars 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
THE SHOPPES OF PONTE VEDRA

10% of Show Proceeds will be donated to

\og Ac,.
S S

No-Kill Animal Rescue

ALSO, DON'T MISS AYLAS ACRES
NO-KILL ANIMAL RESCUE ADOPTION DAY
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4™ 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

AUNDERW@AMD'S

Serving Excellence Since 1928
Member American Gem Society

The Shoppes of Ponte Vedra (904) 280-1202
Avondale 3617 St. Johns Ave. (904) 388-5406
San Marco 2044 San Marco Blvd. (904) 398-9741

Jacksonville, Florida 32207

www.underwoodjewelers.com
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The 2023 Witches Ride rode
through the streets of the 20 Mile
neighborhood in Nocatee on Oct. 28.
Riders consisted of women 18 years
and older who dressed up in their fes-
tive witch attire and rode their bicycles
tossing candy to children lined up
along the route. The event was
put on by Smart Soiree and pro-
ceeds from the ride will go to
the Children’s Cancer Therapy
Development Institute.

Photos by Susan Griffin
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HEALTH PLANS

Medicare Advantage plans for a

vihrant fefe,

CarePlus offers a variety of Medicare Advantage plans
designed with you in mind, and we want to help you
choose your plan with confidence.

Our plans include benefits like:

R

CareFree Platinum (HMO) CareOne Platinum (HMO) CareNeeds Platinum (HMO D-SNP)
For those with Medicare and Medicaid
9\\: $1,440 back a year ﬁ\ $10 specialist copay $250 each month to spend
(¥ )|/ onyour Part B premium! on covered groceries, rent,
$120 added monthly to your Social utilities, and other purchases
Security check. with the CarePlus Spending
$2,000 yearly dental Account Card
$0 dental copay for allowance for covered
@ covered services like services like dentures, root $1,000 yearly dental
fillings, extractions, deep canals, crowns, fillings, allowance for covered
cleanings, and more extractions, deep cleanings, services like dentures, root
Quantity limits apply. and more canals, crowns, fillings,
Quantity limits apply. extractions, deep cleanings,
and more /

Plus, more! With the variety of plans CarePlus has to offer, you can find the best plan for your coverage needs.
Call a licensed CarePlus sales agent today for personalized help exploring your options.

CarePlus

HEALTH PLANS

Jacksonville area. CarePlus is an HMO SNP plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enrollment in CarePlus depends on contract renewal.
CareNeeds Platinum (HMO D-SNP): This plan is available to anyone receiving both Medicare and Medicaid: Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB/QMB+), Specified Low-Income
Medicare Beneficiaries (SLMB/SLMB-+), Qualifying Individuals (QI), Qualified Disabled and Working Individuals (QDWI) and other Full Benefit Dual Eligibles (FBDE). Sponsored by
CarePlus Health Plans, Inc. and the State of Florida, Agency for Health Care Administration. No amounts on the CarePlus Spending Account card can be combined or used to purchase
Medicare-covered prescriptions or services, nor can it be converted to cash. The Part B giveback benefit pays part or all of your Part B premium and the amount may change based
on the amount you pay for Part B. Referrals and/or authorization may be required for certain specialists. Important: At CarePlus, it is important you are treated fairly. CarePlus Health
Plans, Inc. complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ancestry, ethnicity, sex, sexual orientation, gender,
gender identity, disability, age, marital status, religion, or language in their programs and activities, including in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, their programs
and activities. The following department has been designated to handle inquiries regarding CarePlus’ non-discrimination policies: Member Services, PO Box 277810, Miramar, FL
33027, 1-800-794-5907 (TTY: 711). Auxiliary aids and services, free of charge, are available to you. 1-800-794-5907 (TTY: 711). CarePlus provides free auxiliary aids and services,
such as qualified sign language interpreters, video remote interpretation, and written information in other formats to people with disabilities when such auxiliary aids and services are
necessary to ensure an equal opportunity to participate. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call our Member Services number at 1-800-794-5907. Hours
of operation: October 1 —March 31, 7 days a week, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. April 1 — September 30, Monday — Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. You may leave a voicemail after hours, Saturdays,
Sundays, and holidays and we will return your call within one business day. Espafiol (Spanish): Esta informacién esta disponible de forma gratuita en otros idiomas. Favor de llamar
a Servicios para Afiliados al nimero que aparece anteriormente. Kreyol Ayisyen (French Creole): Enfomasyon sa a disponib gratis nan 1ot lang. Tanpri rele nimewo Sévis pou Manm
nou yo ki nan lis anwo an. H1019_MKBNDMFNPRvarofplans2024_M

855-280-4538 (TTY: 711)
ExploreCarePlus.com
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Students engineer pumpkm drop capsules

Bolles grade one students from the Lower School Ponte Vedra
Beach Campus and Lower School Whitehurst Campus gathered for -
the annual grade-level Pumpkin Drop on Oct. 25. ~— THe GR @ug}:‘r

Ahead of the event, students worked in mixed-campus teams to C@(% YQGQ(W @@ =
design and build protective capsules around pumpkins, with the goal [P .
of keeping them intact after a three-story drop. The first graders could
only choose two of the following materials to engineer their card-
board capsules: packing peanuts, air pillows, foam wrap and bubble
wrap.

Each team’s box was tossed from the balcony of the library on the
Ponte Vedra Beach Campus while the group gathered to watch from a
safe distance. Excited pre-K students also attended the drop event on
the heels of a collaborative lesson between science and library, where
they learned why pumpkin is a fruit and why it floats and reviewed
feelings to carve faces on pumpkins.

While some of the teams successfully kept their pumpkins from
breaking, all learned how to work together and cheer on their class-
mates during this hands-on, seasonal activity.

Contributed photos
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YOUR SMILE SAYS IT ALL

PROVIDING TRUSTED SPECIALIZED CARE TO PATIENTS

SEDATION DENTISTRY

Imagine going to the dentist and having complex treatments done without any pain,
discomfort, or anxiety! Sedation Dentistry, also known as sleep dentistry, is the practice
of creating a calm and relaxing state to allow for safe and comfortable dental care. There
are numerous benefits to sedation dentistry, including the following:

« Minimal recollection of the dental procedure
« No pain or discomfort

« No sense of sound, smell, or time

« No fear, stress, or anxiety during treatment

« Treatment is easier for both the patient and dentist 0 e
« More dental work completed in fewer appointments
Schedule Your Appointment Today!

GUIDED SMILES

~ PROSTHODONTICS | IMPLANT CENTER
= CARLOS BLACKMON,
I 153 Fort Wade Rd., Ste 100, Ponte Vedra DDS, MS

PROSTHODONTIST

904.395 5501 - GUIDEDSMILESJAX.COM
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Neptune Beach kids attend story time party

Winn-Dixie partnered with Jackson-
ville Public Library on Oct. 28 to host the
first of six story time events for invited
Beaches-area preschool children at the
Neptune Beach Winn-Dixie.

The event featured a special read-aloud
of “Rainbow Soup” and “Sherry & Terry
Go to the Library,” two of the eight all-
new books included in this year's JaxKids
Book Club backpack.

The first 50 families in attendance
received a complimentary reusable tote
from Winn-Dixie containing all the fresh
ingredients to make "Rainbow Soup" at
home. Children also received a special
tour of the store, played games, did crafts

and received giveaways. JaxKids Book
Club backpacks were also given to any
4-year-old who did not receive one at
their voluntary pre-K center in September
or October.

The grocer will host its second event
from 10:30 a.m. to noon Saturday, Nov.
4, at Regency Square Branch Library,
with additional events held after the
holiday season during the second half of
the school year. The Winn-Dixie Gives
Foundation and Harveys Gives Founda-
tion are sponsors of the JaxKids Book
Club Storytime events, in collaboration
with the Library Foundation of Jackson-
ville and Jacksonville Public Library.

The Winn-Dixie Gives and Harveys

( \ Gives Foundations recently provided the

Library Foundation of Jacksonville with
a grant of $50,000 to refresh the JaxKids
Book Club collection and commission
new books from diverse authors and
illustrators with a focus on reflecting the
diverse Jacksonville community. The
story time events are an extension of the
grocer’s commitment to supporting early
literacy and education in the communities
it serves.

The JaxKids Book Club provides ac-
cess to books to promote early literacy
and a love of reading for all children
throughout Duval County.
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Don't miss this dazzling, must-see performance,
only in Jacoby Symphony Hall!

Tchaikovsky & Barber

Joyce Yang Piano
Dec 1/2
Part of the David M. Hicks Piano Series

Also coming up...

Star Wars & More:
The Music of John Williams
NOV 3/4

Mahler's Symphony for Alma
NOV 10/11

Home Alone In Concert
NOV 17/18
Symphonic Night at the Movies Series

Big Band Feature: East to West
NOV 19

Chase Jazz Series

Rhapsody in Blue & Rachmaninoff
JAN 5/6

Contributed photo
Preschool children recently attended a special story time at the Neptune Beach Winn-Dixie.

For more information and tickets call
904.354.5547 or visit Jaxsymphony.org

JACKSONVILLE
-/ SYMPHONY

COURTNEY LEWIS, MUSIC DIRECTOR

GALLEGO
DESPORTES

Marcia's Place ] 904-280-9212

Trunk Show
Today - Saturday
11-4

(or by appointment)

PLACE
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St. Johns County marks completion
of Victoria Crossing apartments

On Oct. 25, St. Johns County, in
partnership with Turnstone Development
Corp., held a ribbon-cutting ceremony
to celebrate the completion of an afford-
able housing development project named
Victoria Crossing, located at 75 Stephanie
Lane, St. Augustine.

The ceremony began with remarks
from Turnstone Development Corp. rep-
resentatives, including Board Secretary/
Director Maze Jackson, Interim Executive
Director and Chief Operating Officer Sue
Wiemer, and Development Consultant
Alison Culvard. St. Johns County District
3 Commissioner Roy Alaimo also spoke
at the event.

“Victoria Crossing is about building a
better quality of life for those in need of a
safe, affordable and reliable place to call
home,” Alaimo said. “As the demand for
affordable housing continues to grow here
in St. Johns County, this project is another
example of how the Board of County
Commissioners is working with smart-
growth-focused developers to create at-
tainable housing opportunities. Today, we
celebrate another project to help bridge
the gap on the issue of affordable housing.

* Professionally installed
wall-to-wall carpet

* Large assortment of
in-stock area rugs
including Dash & Albert,
Karastan, Nourison

* Sisal, Seagrass, Jute

* Custom sized carpets
and rug pads

1421 3rd St. South
Jacksonville Beach

247-0438

www.carpetconceptsjacksonville.com
i
T

[Elia

Since
1966

PV3-LV45888
E—

Last year, we celebrated the completion of
San Marco Heights, with 132 apartments,
and today we celebrate the completion of
Victoria Crossing, with 96 units.”

A ceremonial ribbon-cutting was
performed, which included Alaimo, St.
Johns County Housing and Community
Development Division representatives
and Turnstone Development Corp. rep-
resentatives, including Jackson, Wiemer
and Culvard.

Funding for the project includes a $15
million, 40-year forgivable loan from St
Johns County funded by a Community
Development Block Grant — Disaster
Recovery Grant from the U.S. Hous-
ing and Urban Development Depart-
ment through the Florida Department
of Commerce. In addition, $14 million
was funded through a mix of tax-exempt
funds from the St Johns County Hous-
ing Finance Authority and private equity
funding.

Based on income, the current monthly
rental rates at Victoria Crossing range
from $375 to $873 per month for a
one-bedroom unit, $440 to $1,038 for a
two-bedroom unit, and $490 to $1,180 for

JAIIIStylelHomes]
IDrivelWays!
sJRoOfs
o}Sidewalks

washed with every
driveway for FREE!

Contact William Shi:

(850) 974-3369

DirtyDucksPW@gmail.com

Contributed photos

Ceremonial ribbon-cutting for Victoria Crossing featuring St. Johns County District 3 Commis-
sioner Roy Alaimo, St. Johns County Housing and Community Development Division repre-
sentatives and Turnstone Development Corp. representatives, including Maze Jackson, Sue

Wiemer and Alison Culvard.

a three-bedroom unit. The current rental
rates at Victoria Crossing are less than
half of the rental market rate in the same
area.

In addition to providing needed hous-
ing, the development of the property
preserved four acres of wetlands. The
community is gated and fenced, and
buffered from State Road 207 by a traffic
circle that includes a public bus stop.

There are a total of 96 affordable hous-
ing units located at Victoria Crossing. The
property is located near services that will
be beneficial to the residents, including
schools, churches, pharmacies, a veteri-
nary hospital, car repair shops and stores,
including Publix, Target, Winn-Dixie,
PetSmart, Lowe's and CVS.

Victoria Crossing has 24 one-bedroom/
one-bath units, 42 two-bedroom/two-bath
units, and 30 three-bedroom/two-bath
units. All of the units include an open
balcony or patio with private storage. The

unit amenities include walk-in closets in
all master bedrooms, washer/dryer hook-
ups, a large kitchen pantry, appliances,
low-flow water fixtures in all bathrooms,
and 15 SEER HVAC systems with pro-
grammable thermostats.

The entire community meets the Florida
Green Building Coalition construction
and energy efficiency standards.

The common amenities include:

* 5,120-square-foot community center
with a spacious multi-purpose room that
can serve as a temporary emergency
shelter

» Community kitchen

* Business center with computers, print-
ers, internet service

* Fitness center with showers

* Emergency generator

» Management and social services of-
fices are on-site and available for use by
Victoria Crossing residents

* Playground and picnic pavilion

[US|IN ATCOVERED WAGON!.#% |

. Jlfyouareinte

- Covered 1 wagon glﬂ_nplng_ in our beautiful
PIainsCrafuzg'O's style covered wagons is
an experience you will treasure. YES, it has
central heat/air and a full bathroom! I

Balvs-w wif~ati== g,
ALL proceeds help us care for the animals
you'll fall in love with too!

Rooterville

Animal Sanctuary Inc.

..

“

Ot = Capb e PRI g : » o
eres}gd, please contact us at Elaine@Rooterville.org

FOLLOW US ON n
WWW.ROOTERVILLE.ORG

1208 County Rd 315, Melrose, FL 32666 » (352) 262-7313
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St. Johns County leadership meets with legislative delegation

On Oct. 17 and 18, representatives of
St. Johns County’s leadership visited with
the St. Johns County legislative delegation,
which includes Sen. Travis Hutson, Rep.
Cyndi Stevenson, Speaker Paul Renner,
and Rep. Bobby Payne, to advocate for the
County’s 2024 Legislative Action Plan.
This follows the annual St. Johns County
Legislative Delegation meeting held on Oct.
13.

The county’s leadership group included
Board of County Commissioners Chair-
man Christian Whitehurst and Vice Chair
Sarah Arnold, as well as Interim County
Administrator Joy Andrews, Deputy County
Administrator Brad Bradley and Legislative
Development Manager Adam Tecler.

“While we are very early in the legis-
lative process, St. Johns County is en-
couraged by the support we received for
important projects that will strengthen law
enforcement, fire and EMS infrastructure,
reduce daily commute times of our resi-
dents and provide emergency responders
with the technical training needed to protect
the many historic structures in our area that
are treasures to this state and the nation,”
Tecler said.

Whitehurst echoed the success of those
legislative delegation meetings at the Oct.
26 Board of County Commissioners and St.
Johns County School Board special joint
meeting, and it included Hutson offering
input on St. Johns County’s focus on policy
changes to address school capacity.

Arnold thanked Florida House Appro-
priations Committee Chair Tom Leek and
Rep. Patt Maney for their warm welcome at
the State Capitol.

Armold and Leek discussed in detail the
county’s most critical initiatives, including
the opportunity to bring the State Museum
of Black History to St. Johns County.

Whitehurst also had the opportunity to
meet with Florida Senate President-desig-
nate Ben Albritton to discuss the Hastings
community, including meaningful pathways

to conserve working farmlands and facili-
tate a better quality of life for the historic
agriculture community. During the meeting,
Albritton expressed this meeting was the
start of a lasting friendship, while Whitehu-
rst appreciated Albritton’s hospitality and
his support for local growers.

The St. Johns County Board of County
Commissioners unanimously approved the
2024 Legislative Action Plan at the Sept.

19 regular meeting. The plan requests more
than $84 million in State appropriations for
the following local projects:

* State Road 16: to alleviate traffic con-
gestion and improve safety.

* County Road 2209: to complete the
central segment of this critical road corridor.

* Central Public Safety Station: to provide
additional emergency response capacity.

* Regional Fire Training Facility: to ad-
dress the emergency responder workforce
shortage.

* Porpoise Point Stabilization: to reduce
persistent flooding and protect a federal
navigation channel.

* South Ponte Vedra Beach: to protect
property and infrastructure from further
erosion.

* Genovar Park: to design and construct
recreation enhancements, including a re-
gional boat ramp.

The 2024 Legislative Action Plan also
requests the Legislature address critical
statewide or regional priorities, including:

* Removing outdated requirements that
raise the cost of school construction or in-
hibit investment in new school construction.

* Identifying historic farming communi-
ties and providing pathways to conserve
working lands and encourage public infra-
structure investment.

* Facilitating the restoration of the Matan-
zas River Estuary in St. Johns and Flagler
counties.

On June 15, St. Johns County announced
it received $59 million in appropriations
from the State of Florida after Gov. Ron

SOLD IN SAWGRASS

M Janet Westling,
| REALTOR®
904.813.1913 Cell

“As a recent 2022 Chairmans wt
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o H »
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| am committed to providing
cutting edge marketing
strategies, savvy negotiations ~ ®
and uncompromising integrity 5
as the hallmark of my service.” o 4 0«’
- Janet Westling €sery
FLORIDA HOME NETWORK

Contributed photo
Pictured from left to right, St. Johns County Legislative Development Manager Adam Tecler,
Interim County Administrator Joy Andrews, St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners
Vice Chair Sarah Arnold, state Sen. Travis Hutson, Board of County Commissioners Chair
Christian Whitehurst and Deputy County Administrator Brad Bradley.

DeSantis signed the Fiscal Year 2023-24
budget into law. It was the largest amount
of state appropriations the St. Johns County

government had ever received and sur-
passed the $12.4 million appropriated the
previous year.
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AUNDERWAMD'S

Since 1928 Florida’s Finest Jeweler

LIVE YOUR LIFE IN LAGOS EVENT
SAN MARCO: WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 157 | 10 AM - 5:30 PM
PONTE VEDRA: THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2"° - FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3f° | 10 AM - 6 PM
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4™ | 10 AM - 5 PM

10% of Sale Proceeds Donated to Ayla's Acres No Kill Animal Shelter
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Melvin Luciano and his boat won “best in show” at last year’s event.

Palm Valley Boat P

By Anthony Richards

For more than two decades, the Palm Valley Boat
Parade has been a holiday tradition and the perfect way
for many to start one of the most joyous and festive times
of the year.

Held on the first Saturday in December, which this year
is Dec. 2, the parade route will go down the Intracoastal
Waterway starting at 6 p.m. just south of the Palm Valley
Bridge on County Road 210 and traveling north about
seven miles before wrapping up at the end of Marsh
Landing around 8 p.m.

According to Wendy Patton, with the parade, the lights
on all the boats reflecting off the water as they cruise
down the waterway is quite a spectacle and something
the entire family, no matter what age, can appreciate and
enjoy.

Although there are other boat parades around, which
can be common with Florida having so many waterways,
what makes the Palm Valley Boat Parade so unique is
how naturally narrow the Palm Valley portion of the Intra-
coastal Waterway is, which in turn creates a closer view
for residents lining the shores trying to catch a glimpse of
all the displays.

The public is invited to view and take part in the pa-

Fam|Iy Owned & Operated

Photos courtesy of Palm Valley Boat Parade
Darby Miller’s boat was named “most spirited boat,” in last
year’s competition.

rade, as the registration to get involved in the event either
as a boater or as an owner of a dock along the route.

Both boats and docks are encouraged to decorate and
enter the contest and the most festive boats and docks will
be voted on at the conclusion of the parade.

Registration as either a boat or a dock participant<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>