
Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969

904.998.9992 lotusofjacksonville.com

2024 Lotus Emira
NOW ORDERING

904.998.9992 lotusofjacksonville.com

2024 Lotus Eletre
NOW ORDERING

(904) 273-2691

2022

of Ponte Vedra

615 A1A North, Suite #102
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

(on the corner of A1A and Corona Rd)We also offer award-winning Chiropractic Care - 
looking forward to seeing you soon!

NOW OFFERING LIPO LASER
We are now offering invisa-RED™, FDA Approved and 
Clinically Proven for Non-invasive Weight Loss, Cellulite 

Removal, Body Contouring and Aesthetics.

NEW PATIENTS ONLY. THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE 
TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT 
WHICH IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE 
FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. CAN NOT BE COMBINED. MAY NOT 
BE VALID FOR FEDERAL PROGRAMS INCLUDING MEDICARE. WITH THIS AD AND ONE TIME USE ONLY.

INSIDE: CHECK IT OUT!
The Recorder’s Entertainment EXTRA 

featuring TV listings, streaming  
information, puzzles and more! 

See page 8.

Thursday, October 5, 2023 PonteVedraRecorder.com VOLUME 54, NO. 49     $1.00

4 x 3” ad

October 5 - 11, 2023

1 x 7” ad

PONTE VEDRA
Your Community Voice for 50 Years  

Recorder EXTRA!entertainment

‘Loki S2’

Time keeps 
slipping

Ke Huy Quan, 
Wunmi Mosaku, 
Tom Hiddleston 

and Owen Wilson 
in  “Loki”

THE

Back Pain 
 Neck Pain
Nerve Pain

Sciatica
Numbness

Post Surgery

Chronic Knee Pain
Osteoarthritis
ACL Injuries

Meniscus Tears
Failed Surgery
Previous Injury
Muscle StrainMuscle Strain

Pain Reduction

1400 Marsh Landing Pkwy #107
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 

AVOID BACK 
& KNEE SURGERY

FOR YOUR FREE
CONSULTATION

PonteVedraDiscCenter.com

904.644.DISC 

By Shaun Ryan 

Residents living in the vicinity 
of a road improvement project in 
Ponte Vedra Beach met with county 
officials Sept. 26, for the most part 
over concerns that the scope of the 
work will result in the loss of dozens 
of mature trees, among them some 
majestic live oaks.

The meeting was called at the 
request of the residents who became 
alarmed after finding red X’s spray-
painted on trees marked for removal.

According to the residents, a meet-
ing in December where officials ex-
plained the project – improvements 
to the intersection of Mickler Road 

Ponte Vedra senior earns 
all 138 merit badges

By Anthony Richards
Gaining merit badges has been a goal 

for Boy Scouts for more than 100 years, 
but during that time there are very few that 
capture every merit badge possible during 
their time in the organization.

There is now another one added to that 
exclusive list, as Tre Peterson was awarded 
his final merit badges to give the Ponte 
Vedra High senior all 138.

Since the Boy Scouts of America started 
113 years ago, only .0042% of scouts have  
every merit badge.

“If you look it up, about 540 kids have 
done it out of 16 million kids who have 
come through the program in the course of 
113 years now,” Boy Scouts of America, 
North Florida Council CEO Kelvin Wil-
liams said. “There’s a hall of fame for 
sports, right? Well, when you earn Eagle 
Scout, you make it to the hall of fame, 
but then there’s Tom Brady, Tiger Woods, 
Messi and all the legends that take it to 
another level. That’s where Tre is.” 

Peterson was one of the youngest in 

the area to ever achieve the rank of Eagle 
Scout when he did so in seventh grade, and 
at that time already had earned 86 merit 
badges.

“Obviously, all this wasn’t originally 
planned, and I was just going to go in and 

have fun and hang out with all my friends,” 
Peterson said. “But as I realized this Eagle 
Scout thing was a real possibility, I realized 
how many merit badges I was accumulat-

Ponte Vedra 
residents say 
road project 
threatens 
trees

Local scout joins elite company

Photo by Anthony Richards
Tre Peterson thanked his support system, which includes his father Tom and mother Cheryl, for 
helping him earn all 138 merit badges as a boy scout.

SCOUT continues on Page 12
TREES  continues on Page 20
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Business Weekly
Pages 24-25

In the Arts 
Pages 26-27

Sports 
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Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of 
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —  
we’ll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to  
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at  
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

BRIEFS
GTM Research Reserve offers guided 
exploration hike

A GTM Research Reserve guided explo-
ration hike will be held from 9 to 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 7. The event is free, but parking 
is $3 per vehicle. Wear comfortable, closed-toe 
shoes. Hat, insect repellent, water and sun-
screen are also recommended.

Register online at secure.lgl-
forms.com/form_engine/s/kdLJpf-
MMinh8PJGDljlig?t=1666294262.

Meet at the GTM Research Reserve trailhead 
pavilion (west of Guana dam), 505 Guana 
River Road, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Republican Executive Committee to meet
St. Johns County Republican Executive 

Committee business meeting will be held 
Thursday, Oct. 12, at Holiday Inn-World Golf 
Village, 475 Commerce Lake Drive, St. Augus-
tine.

Guest reception is at 5:30 p.m. Guests must 
register in advance at stjohns.gop/beourguest.

The member social is at 6 p.m. and the busi-
ness membership meeting will be 6:30 to 8 
p.m.

Elections supervisor to address Democratic 
Club

The Ponte Vedra Democratic Club will hold 
its monthly meeting on Monday Oct. 16, at the 
Ponte Vedra Library, 101 Library Road. Chat 
and chew at 5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m.

Vicky Oakes, St. John’s County Supervi-
sor of Elections, will speak about 2024 voting 
changing protocols.

For more information, email jkary@verizon.
net.

County seeks input from Hastings 
community

St. Johns County has launched a new web-
site, sjchastings.com, with an online survey as 
one part of its efforts to engage the public to 
better understand their preferences on potential 
economic development opportunities in the 
Hastings community and nearby areas. The on-
line survey is available at the site until Nov. 19.

There are also two public engagement meet-
ings scheduled for 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct. 25 
and 5-7 p.m. Oct. 26 at the Hastings Library, 
6195 S. Main St., Hastings. 

“The St. Johns County Board of County 
Commissioners is eager to know how the com-

munity prioritizes economic development rela-
tive to other community issues in Hastings and 
would like to get a general idea on what the 
public believes are potential economic develop-
ment opportunities,” said Joy Andrews, interim 
county administrator.

Palm Valley Market every Tuesday
The Palm Valley Market is held from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. every Tuesday inside the Palm Val-
ley Community Center, 148 Canal Road. The 
market offers fresh produce, baked goods, local 
honey, tea, seasonal treats, soap, jewelry, plants 
and more.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Subscription Rates, Bulk Mail: 
One year, $40; six months, $20. Rates 
not applicable in Canada or overseas. 
To subscribe, call (904) 285-8831.
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PINK POWERPINK POWER
HOURHOUR

Rock your '80s best for a family
trivia night! Proceeds support

breast cancer research and local
fighter, Aimee Freedman.

OCT. 12
6:00 - 7:30 P.M.

Scan here to register and
see more details
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from cottages to castles

beacheshomes.com Elizabeth Hudgins 
904.553.2032 

Discover the comfort of oceanfront living  in Ponte Vedra Beach. 
This 2-story coastal gem with 100 ft. of ocean frontage offers a 
private elevator for ease in access to each story, large media/game 
room, living/dining/kitchen/great room and a tri-level deck with 
summer kitchen, seating around fireplace, sun deck and play fort. 
There truly is something for everyone. Host unforgettable gather-
ings for family and friends and make memories for life!

© 2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service 
marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

Oceanfront Gem  Built for Entertaining 
Private 4+ acre waterfront estate, custom-built with the utmost 
quality and security.  10,956 ft.² of expansive  eastern views of the 
Intracoastal Waterway, 160 feet of water frontage, designed for  
year-round  outdoor living complete with a 25,000-gallon salt  
chlorinated pool, hot tub, dock and boatlift.  Come enjoy unrivaled 
privacy just minutes away from the world-renowned  Mayo Clinic 
and Atlantic Ocean.

 5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, 4 Half Baths, $6,950,000

Luxury Intracoastal Estate Contemporary Oceanfront Oasis
Welcome to your contemporary oceanfront haven, a three-story 
masterpiece of design where privacy meets impeccable craftsman-
ship by the renowned local architect, Frank Shumer. This stunning 
property serves as a breathtaking backdrop for art enthusiasts and 
accommodates up to eight guests, making it perfect for family 
vacations or group getaways. Whether you’re seeking a peaceful 
getaway or an artist’s retreat, this beachside oasis offers the ideal 
setting for relaxing and entertaining. 

 2 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, $4,500,000

Sarah Alexander
904.334.3104

 5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms. $3,595,000

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!
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Ponte Vedra/Nocatee 
Representative Wanted 

If you said “Yes” to all 3, then email  
info@beacheshomecare.com for more info. 

#30212177

THE

20232023

of Ponte Vedraof Ponte Vedra

Do you like helping others?
Do you support “Aging in Place”?

Do you like creating your own schedule?

Send us your Best of the Beaches nominations
The Recorder has launched its inaugu-

ral Best of the Beaches contest, featuring 
businesses in Jacksonville Beach, Neptune 
Beach, Atlantic Beach and Ponte Vedra 
Beach. This includes businesses in ZIP 
codes 32250, 32266, 32233 and 32082.

Readers will have the chance to nomi-
nate their favorite businesses in various 
categories online, such as auto & transpor-
tation, home & finance, food & drink and 
more!

From best new business to best char-
ity event, best real estate agent to best 
personal trainer and best seafood to best 

boutique, the categories run the 
gamut and are sure to include 
your favorite things.

Nominations will be taken 
from Oct. 6 to Nov. 6 at 
pontevedrarecorder.com/
bestofthebeaches.

Anyone can nominate a 
business or person, and there is 
no limit to the number of nomi-
nations each person can submit.

Online voting will begin once nomina-
tions are complete, from Nov. 7 to Dec. 7. 
The nominees who receive the most votes 

will be named 2023 Best of the 
Beaches. Nominations and 

voting are completely free 
and open to the public.

The Best Of platform 
on The Recorder’s 
website will feature lists 

of nominees in an easy-
to-use format. Nominees 

can participate in advertis-
ing packages that promote their 

entry by expanding their listing to 
feature additional details on the business.

Winners will receive a free certificate 

and a Best of the Beaches window cling. 
Each winner will also be listed in our Best 
of the Beaches special section and on the 
winner’s website.

Winners will be announced with publi-
cation of the special section on Dec. 28.

For more information or to find out 
how to get your nominated business or 
product involved in promotions that will 
be going on throughout the contest cycle, 
contact publisher Susan Griffin, email 
susan@pontevedrarecorder.com or call 
904-686-3938.
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NOVEMBER 15
 5:00 - 8:00 P.M.

20
23

ENTERCIRCLE
BUSINESS E

X
P
O

Exhibitors receive free admission for a charity networking night. Join Sapna
Foundation in raising funds for Northeast Florida Regional Stem2 Hub and

make a difference in both your business and the community.

FREE ADMISSION
Cocktail for Cause Charity Networking 

Unlock unparalleled networking opportunities at EnterCircle 2023 Business Expo,
where exhibitors can connect with an exclusive gathering of philanthropists,  

industry leaders and award-winning entrepreneurs from Northeast Florida.

BUSINESS EXPO

COCKTAIL FOR A CAUSE
Charity Networking Night

AWARDS
To inspiring industry leaders

PREMIER BUSINESS SHOWCASE &
AWARDS NIGHT

AGENDAAGENDA

Scan this code to:

See the full EnterCircle
agenda
Become a Sponsor
Book an Expo Table
Register for Networking
Sign up to Pitch your
business

Sapna Foundation Presents

Supporting community important 
to EnterCircle speaker, sponsor

EnterCircle 2023 is a three-day 
business summit that highlights inspi-
rational speakers that align with the 
theme “Thrive with Purpose.” This 
year, the summit welcomes speaker 
Nick Crouch, co-CEO of DYNE Hos-
pitality Group, and sponsor Hyundai of 
St. Augustine. 

Crouch is a Missouri native who 
came to Northeast Florida in search 
of business opportunities. But when 
he set foot in St. Augustine, he fell in 
love with the area and decided to call 
this little corner of Florida his home. 
Crouch’s family moved from World 
Golf Village, then Palencia, before 
settling in the tight-knit community of 

Nocatee. 
“We believe that giving back to 

the communities where we own and 
operate businesses, especially schools, 
churches, athletics and charities, is 
extremely important, and we feel it is 
our duty to support the community as a 
thank you and sign of gratitude for the 
people in the community supporting 
our business,” Crouch said. 

Crouch hopes to continue his mis-
sion to inspire youth by speaking at 
EnterCircle Summit 2023.

“I think that hopefully my story is 
a story of inspiration, hard work, grit, 
gratitude and consistency,” Crouch 
said. 

Attendees will gain insight from in-
dustry and community leaders on how 
finding purpose in what you do can 
lead you to thrive.

“I believe that a great company is 
centered around a precise mission, 
strong core values that drive all actions 
and a first-class company culture … 
We believe everyone has a purpose and 
a ‘seat’ and it's our job to identify that 
and set each individual up for success. 
My constant focus from sunup to sun-
down is how I can create new opportu-
nities for our team,” Crouch said.

Andrew DiFeo, managing partner 

at Hyundai of St. Augustine, is also 
eager to make an impact on the youth 
at EnterCircle.

Hyundai of St. Augustine returns for 
the second year in a row as a sponsor 
for EnterCircle 2023. DiFeo believes 
that the youth are the future of innova-
tion in this community. 

"Supporting our local community is 
a core value of Hyundai of St. Augus-
tine,” DiFeo said. “We are honored 
to support EnterCircle for the second 
year in a row. While the quality of the 
content and networking opportunities 
are first-class, it is the entrepreneur-
ial spirit and innovative ideas from 
our community's youth that are most 
inspiring. This year's theme of 'Thrive 
with Purpose' is very relevant in our 
ever-changing world with so many 
opportunities for meaningful change at 
the local and global level.”

The youth symposium on Nov. 16 
also features a pitch competition by 
high school students. This day couldn't 
be possible without the continued sup-
port of leaders like Nick Crouch and 
Andrew DiFeo.
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INVITES YOU TO MEET WITH AN EXPERT BUYER
AT AN EXCLUSIVE TWO-DAY BUYING EVENT

Sell the jewelry, diamonds, watches, 
and collectibles for immediate payment 
or trade up for 25% more.

Ponte Vedra: Tuesday, October 10th 10-5
   Wednesday, October 11th 10-5

Call to schedule an appointment underwoodjewelers.com

330 A1A NORTH, SUITE 204,
PONTE VEDRA, FL. 32082

904.280.1202



As told to Anthony Richards

Tell us a little about yourself and 
your background.

I was born and raised in Jacksonville, 
Florida. I can trace my family back on 
my mother’s side four generations all in 
Northeast Florida. 

My great-grandfather was a 
lighthouse keeper at the St. Augustine 
Lighthouse. 

I grew up in church, sang in the choir, 
and currently attend Christ’s Church in 
Mandarin. 

I am happily married to my wife of 
15 years, Lena Hull, who is a branch 
manager at First Florida Credit Union. 

I have a bachelor’s degree of applied 
science in business supervision and 
management from Florida State College 
and I work at VyStar Credit Union as a 
branch vice president for our Nocatee 
branch.

How long have you been involved 
with the Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra?

I’m a charter member of our club, 
which means I was part of the club 
since our club’s inception in April of 
2018. 

Before my current Rotary club, I was 
a member of the Rotary Club of Palm 
Valley for two years where I began my 
Rotary journey.

What has the experience been like?
Being a part of Rotary has been 

absolutely wonderful and I recommend 
Rotary to everyone! 

I initially joined Rotary through 
a referral from a friend when I was 
looking for additional ways to network 
in the community. 

Networking is an important part of 
Rotary and yet even more so the reason 
that I stay in Rotary is because I see 
all of the good work that we do in the 
community. 

Rotary mainly exists for community 
service in which the club resides in. 
In addition, each club is part of a 
larger district and together we perform 
international projects as well to do 
more good in the world. 

Rotary is very much an international 
organization with a strong worldwide 
presence. One of the things you learn 
quickly in Rotary is that wherever you 
travel in the world you have a group of 
friends waiting to welcome you.

What are your roles and goals as the 
club’s new president?

As the Rotary president I am looking 
for new and fresh ways to continue to 
give back to the community in which 

our club resides in Nocatee. 
One of our recent projects right now 

involves purchasing and installing 
exercise equipment for the Nocatee 
trails in which folks who are on these 
trails can make stops to perform 
exercises to enhance their workouts. 

We are also working on a project to 
install clean water filtration devices 
in water fountains around Nocatee so 
that residents can fill up water bottles 
to reduce waste while enjoying clean 
filtered water. 

One primary goal I have in my term 
as Rotary president is to create a 5k 
race and an auto show for our Rotary 
Club so that we have new additional 
sources of fundraising available to 
enhance the club’s ability to do more 
good in our community.

What do you enjoy most about being 
a member of the club?

Rotary is like a family. These 
are friends that you build a strong 
connection with hence the networking 
that I initially was seeking. 

In addition to the comradery, I also 
enjoy our guest speakers at each meeting 
to stay up to date on important topics 
that concern our community. 

Most important, Rotarians love to 
have fun! We usually try to mix in 
at least one to two socials per month 
to enjoy each other’s company while 
making new memories.

What do you enjoy most about living 
in the Northeast Florida area?

The sunny weather and no snow! In 
addition, most of my family lives here 

in Florida so being close to family and 
friends is a true blessing.

What do you like to do in your free 
time?

In my free time, I’m a huge gamer. 
I’m into board games and rhythm games 
such as DDR, IIDX, Sound Voltex, 
Jubeat and Pop’n Music. 

My favorite game of all is Magic the 
Gathering, as it’s the game that I’ve 
been playing since high school. 

I also enjoy playing pinball and 
watching competitive Starcraft 1 and 
Starcraft 2. I am proud to own every 
current gen gaming console and a 
gaming PC, which I built with my uncle. 

I simply love gaming. Of course, 
gaming with my wife and friends is the 
best of all.
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Josh Hull

Josh Hull is a fourth generation Floridian, and he shows his love for his hometown by giving back to the community through his 
involvement in the Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra. As the club’s new president, he has goals to create a 5k race and an auto show so the 
Rotary Club can have additional fundraising opportunities. 

Photo courtesy of Josh Hull
Josh Hull is the new president of the Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra. He and his wife Lena both work in the financial world.
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marshlandingbeachesrealty.com 

Ponte Vedra Beach |  Jacksonville & the Beaches  |  Intracoastal & Oceanfront Properties

Contact us for any of your real estate needs and for a complimentary estimate of your home’s value!

DAVID J. DARCH
904.962.4884
pontevedraproperties
@yahoo.com

WELCOME
NEW AGENT
KRYSTAL HOOD
601.416.3402
KrystalHood@gmail.com

WELCOME
NEW AGENT
NIKKI STEVENS
904.710.3758
nikki@nikkistevensgroup.com
NikkiStevensGroup.com

TISH FROCKT
Realtor, PA, 
Sales & Marketing 
Coordinator 
904.710.3862
tishsellsjax@gmail.com

#2 Top Small Residential Real Estate Team  Northeast Florida - 2023, 2022, 2021

BUY or SELL with us & receive a complimentary Initiation fee for Social Membership to Marsh Landing CC.  
Some restrictions apply.

C I C I  A N D E R S O N  &  J E N N A  F I S H E RC I C I  A N D E R S O N  &  J E N N A  F I S H E R  

Your
Waterfront 
Specialist

CICI ANDERSON | 904.537.0457
PA, Founding Realtor, Broker

cicisellsjax@gmail.com

JENNA FISHER | 904.881.4201
PA, Broker

jennasellsjax@gmail.com
Cici Anderson & Jenna Fisher

UNDER CONTRACT

RECENTLY SOLD

712 Great Egret Way - $2,150,000

3237 Fiddlers Hammock - 1,020,000 

13810 Sutton Park #232 - $210,000

102 Laguna Villas #H14 - $490,000

304 Rum Runner - $520,000

55 S. Nine Dr. - $650,000

14402 Marina San Pablo #203 - $925,000

91 San Juan Dr. #G3 - $1,270,000

24543 Deer Trace - $1,299,000

40 Jefferson Ave. - $1,320,000

24632 Harbour View Dr. - $2,600,000

14402 Marina San Pablo #801- $2,425,000

120 Indian Cove Lane - $1,325,000

112 Indian Cove Lane - $1,299,000

14402 Marina San Pablo #206- $1,250,000

24761 HARBOUR VIEW DR.
Builder/Lot Package - $10,465,000

$5,500,000 - Marsh Landing Lot
113 INDIAN COVE LN.

$1,449,000 - Marsh Landing

7625 FOUNDERS WAY
$2,065,000 - Marsh Landing

9909 FILAMENT BLVD.
$524,999 - St. Johns

104 LAGUNA VILLAS BLVD. #F24 
$495,000 - Jacksonville

RECORD SALE!
Real estate agent Nikki Stevens 

represented the sellers in the $19 million sale 
of the oceanfront home at 801 Ponte Vedra 
Blvd. – the most expensive home sale in St. 

Johns County history!

3097 S. PONTE VEDRA BLVD.
$2,995,000 - Furnished
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MAMMOGLAMS.COM ·  BCSCAPTAIN@GMAIL.COM
Mammoglams Breast Cancer Dragon Boat Team · Jacksonville Beach, FL   

Contact us for more information today!

Mammoglams Dragon Boat Team is sponsored by:

 ● We are ranked 13th in the world among breast cancer teams!  
 ● Great support group for all breast cancer survivors!
 ● We want all breast cancer survivors to give this a try. 

It helps control and prevent lymphedema.

WE WON 
THE BATTLE

...NOW LET'S 
PADDLE!
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Noc’N Out Breast Cancer raises 
more than $1k at wine tasting

Noc’N Out Breast Cancer is an initia-
tive that helps raise funds for the Donna 
Foundation, which is a nonprofit organi-

zation that provides needed services to 
breast cancer patients and helps push for 
breast cancer research at Mayo Clinic.

The initiative was started by a group 
of friends within the Nocatee and Ponte 
Vedra communities that had a common 
goal and wanted to do their part to help 
those in need.

They held their second annual wine 
tasting event at Coastal Wine Market in 
Nocatee on Sept. 18, and the fun night not 
only raised awareness for breast cancer 
and the research being made, but it also 
raised $1,120 for the Donna Foundation.

According to Robin Robson with 
Noc’N Out Breast Cancer, it is donations 
like that which helped the group become 
the largest donor the Donna Foundation 
had this year.

The group’s final event of its fundrais-
ing calander will be in direct partnership 
with the Donna Foundation, as they will 
have a booth and take part in the THE 
PLAYERS Donna 5k, which will take 
place at TPC Sawgrass on Oct. 7 from 
8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.

It will be the 16th annual event, in 
which participants get to run or walk 
around the TPC Sawgrass golf course as it 
makes up the route for the event. 

Photos by Susan Griffin

Contributed photo

Photo by Susan Griffin
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For more information and tickets call 
904.354.5547 or visit Jaxsymphony.org

Single tickets and  
subscription packages  
are still available for  
the 2023/24 season!

Music
For All

Courtney Lewis
Music Director
Haskell Endowed Chair

UPCOMING CONCERTS
Concert Organ Series  
OCT 14 
Greg Zelek in Recital

Family Series 
OCT 15 
Stories For Kids By Kids: Spooktacular

Florida Blue Classical Series  
OCT 20/21  
Beethoven, Brahms & Dinnerstein

PNC Symphony in 60 Series  
OCT 26 
Classical Mix Tape

Paysafe Pops Series  
NOV 3/4  
Star Wars & More: 
The Music of John Williams

“Nature always wears the colors of the 
spirit.” — Ralph Waldo Emerson

By Kathy Esfahani

As the temperatures drop to the low 
80s (or maybe even 70s!), we start 
to feel hints of fall in our Northeast 
Florida home. It is cooling off enough 
to return to the garden, but what is 
best to plant now for seasonal color?

Many flowers that wilt in the 
summer heat enjoy the cooler 
temperatures of Florida’s fall and 

winter. Although annuals need replanting every season, 
they show off vibrant colors throughout a landscape. 
Consider adding celosia, dianthus, dusty miller, 
marigolds, pansies, petunias, snapdragons, and violas to 
your garden and/or containers for color in the coming 
months. There are also perennials that will bloom now 
and return again next fall. In our area, look for firespike, 
geraniums, mums, pentas and salvia.

Shrubs and other plants can also be added to your 
landscape alongside these flowers. Plants that feature 

colorful foliage include crotons and loropetalum. 
Shrubbery can provide color and fill in throughout your 
yard. Holly and other shrubs that produce berries attract 
birds looking for food as they migrate through our area. 
These berries also remind us that the holidays are right 
around the corner!

Although Florida may not see the changing fall leaves 
of trees in cooler climates, there are trees that provide 
seasonal color in our area. Now is a good time to 
plant the trees that you have been considering for your 
landscape. Ideas for trees that feature fall color include 
bottlebrush, cypress, and maple.

When you prepare your garden for new fall planting, 

be sure to enrich the soil with organic matter. This step 
allows plants to find and retain nutrients that help them 
grow and produce beautiful blooms. If desired, add a 
slow-release fertilizer or organic compost to support 
your new plants. And, as always, don’t forget to water 
regularly! The coming months are the dryer season 
in our area, so you will need to maintain moisture 
throughout your gardens.

Visit us at the nursery in the coming weeks to select 
plants for fall color around your home. Happy planting!

Flower of the Week: Marigolds

Please email Kathy at kcg.pvr@gmail.com for any 
questions or gardening tips you would like to see in the 
future. For more information and ideas, visit Kathy’s 
Creative Gardens & Nursery, 196 N. Roscoe Blvd. The 
phone number is 904-655-7373.

The Recorder’s garden columnist, Kathy Esfahani of Kathy’s Creative Gardens 
& Nursery, shares her tips for growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

Kathy Esfahani

Fall Colors!
Flower of the Week

Marigolds

Fall colors in landscaping

Photos provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery
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Live in Sawgrass!

Don’t miss a move-in-ready condominium opportunity in Sawgrass Country 
Club, with a rare private oversized 2-car garage... and just priced to sell fast! 
Seller completely remodeled the kitchen, lighting, and flooring with today’s  
feel and colors. Motorized window shades are a nice touch! $750,000. 

904.382.5875
clare@clareberry.realtor

Clare Berry
Resourceful. Responsible. Respected.

Jacksonville Business Journal 2020
#3 realtor in ne Fl

Five star “Best in client satisFaction” 2005-2023

Full Service Pest & Termite Control

Wood Destroying Organism Inspections

Next Day Appointments

Same Day Reports

844-55DEPOT
(844-553-3768)

Info1@termitedepot.com

Serving all of North Florida & The Beaches

termiteDEPOT.com

Original Ponte Vedra pumpkin patch reopens Sunday
Mark your calendar to attend the 

original pumpkin patch in Ponte Vedra 
Beach, now in its 24th year at Lord of 
Life Lutheran Church on Roscoe Bou-
levard.

The pumpkin patch will open on Sun-
day, Oct. 8, and will sell pumpkins every 
day up until 5 p.m. on Halloween Day, 
or as long as they last.

“Every year we get a great assort-
ment of pumpkins in unusual shapes 
and colors that are very popular, such 
as green, gray, cream, or with ‘warts’ 
on orange ones along with the classic, 
perfect carving pumpkin,” said Deb Nye, 
the head organizer of this annual event, 
which is the largest fundraiser that the 
church holds.

This year the church will give 10% of 
the profits from pumpkin sales to the St. 
Johns County charity, Pie in the Sky, that 
provides fresh produce, eggs, bread and 
soup to 1,200 seniors in the county who 
don’t have enough to eat. 

Along with large pumpkins, the 
church has a very good assortment of 
mini pumpkins and gourds and sells 

homemade baked goods, including 
its famous pumpkin pies baked using 
pumpkins from the patch. Last year, Nye 
baked 150 pumpkin pies, which sell out 
almost as quickly as they come out of 
the oven.

Patch hours are Monday through 
Friday from 1 p.m. to dusk, Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to dusk, and Sundays from 
11 a.m. to dusk. It will host Family Fun 
Days the weekend of Oct. 14 and 15, 
with a slide, bounce house, face paint-
ing, games and a craft. New this year 
will be tractor rides every weekend from 
noon to 4 p.m. The patch will also be 
open all-day Monday, Oct. 16, when 
students are out of school in St. Johns 
County.

Lord of Life Lutheran Church is 
located at 276 Roscoe Blvd. North, 
in Ponte Vedra Beach. It is part of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ameri-
ca, a church of about 4 million members 
that traces its roots back through the 
mid-17th century, when early Lutherans 
came to America from Europe. Contributed photo

The Lord of Life Lutheran Church will sell pumpkins, gourds and homemade baked goods 
beginning Sunday, Oct. 8.
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• Professionally installed
wall-to-wall carpet

• Large assortment of
in-stock area rugs
including Dash & Albert,
Karastan, Nourison

• Sisal, Seagrass, Jute
• Custom sized carpets

and rug pads

TICKETS $175/person
Early bird price $150 until September 14

To purchase tickets visit
www.stfrancisshelter.org

Sponsorships available from $100 to $5,000. 
For more information about Masquerade Ball 

sponsorship opportunities, contact
Joy Burton at joy.burton@stfrancisshelter.org

Federal Tax ID #59-2475614Federal Tax ID #59-2475614

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13 • 6 - 10 PM
AT TRINGALI BARN

7310 US Highway 1 S, Saint Augustine, FL 32086
Enjoy a live band with a special performance, 

delicious hors d’oeuvres, a specialty cocktail hour, 
axe throwing, hayrides, a s’mores pit and more!

Dress is business casual to cocktail.Dress is business casual to cocktail.
We expect this event to sell out quickly, so purchase your tickets online today.

Help support local 
families, individuals 

and youth 
experiencing 

homelessness.

ing. At that point, my support team just 
kept pushing me to continue and see how 
far I could go and today I made it!”

Many of those supporters were in atten-
dance to share in the moment with him and 
to see the result that came from all the hard 
work put forth behind the scenes through-
out the years.

Each badge reflects certain skills or traits 
that a Boy Scout must meet to earn them.

According to Peterson, the badges are 
often not something you just do to get a 
badge, but instead can produce valuable 
life lessons that the scouts can use moving 
forward to become the best adults they can 
be.

“There are a lot of important badges, 
that I’ll really continue to use, one of those 
is personal management, which is about 
financial budgeting and how to plan for 
your future,” Peterson said. “One of the re-
quirements for that was just learning how 
to make a budget and learning how to save 
and manage your money wisely.”

Other badges he believes are so useful 
in everyday life include home repairs like 
plumbing and electricity, which are handy 
things to have knowledge about.

Even after becoming an Eagle Scout, 
Peterson remained very active within 
Troop 277 in Ponte Vedra Beach, and he 
has always embraced the leadership role 
that he has.

There were several Boy Scouts who 
received their first merit badges, and see-
ing each of them walk up to be awarded it 
with the big smiles on their face and their 
parents faces, reminds Peterson what it 
is all about even after so many years and 
badges.

“Showing the younger kids that this is 
possible is exactly what I was going for,” 
Peterson said. “Even though it’s a .0042%, 
it’s still attainable if you just push and 
keep your head down. And that goes for 
anything in life.”

Peterson plans to attend Stetson Uni-
versity in DeLand next fall and major in 
finance.

Scout
Continued from 1

Contributed photo
Sailing was one of the many merit badges that Peterson collected over the years.

Contributed photo
Peterson had achieved Eagle Scout rank when he was in seventh grade and already had 86 
merit badges at that time.
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SOLD IN SAWGRASS

Janet Westling, 
REALTOR®
904.813.1913 Cell
www.janetwestling.com

©2022 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of  Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed 
with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

“As a recent 2022 Chairmans 
Circle Gold Award recipient, 

representing the top 2%,  
I am committed to providing 

cutting edge marketing  
strategies, savvy negotiations 

and uncompromising integrity 
as the hallmark of my service.”  

- Janet Westling
FLORIDA HOME NETWORK

3253 Old Barn Rd. 656 Summer Place

16TH ANNUAL ENDLESS
SUMMER BEACH BASH

REGISTER AT JAXCHAMBER.COM

Local Restaurants • Silent Auction • Interactive Photo Booth • & More

Courtyard By Marriott-Oceanfront
1617 N First St 
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250
5:00 - 8:00 P.M.

Oct
5  th

GUEST COLUMN

Americans depend on newspapers to 
stay informed about their communities

By Benjy Hamm,
Director, Institute for Rural Journalism,  
University of Kentucky

Nearly 220 million American adults 
turn to their local newspapers regularly 
for news and information they need to 
stay informed, feel more connected to 
their neighbors and improve their lives 
and communities.

That readership number is based on 
a recent national study by independent 
research firm Coda Ventures for the 
America’s Newspapers organization.

Most likely, the number of readers 
is higher. Many people who say they 
receive news on their phone or from 
social media instead of newspapers fail 
to understand that the sources for those 
stories are often journalists at U.S. 
newspapers.

We sometimes take the work of jour-
nalists for granted, but those who work 
at newspapers are filling an important 
role in the health of our communities 

and country.
Everyone, even nonreaders, benefits 

from the work of journalists. News 
coverage has led to improvements in 
food safety, decreases in traffic and 
plane fatalities, better care for veterans 
and nursing home patients, support for 
victims of natural disasters and expo-
sure of all sorts of wrongdoing.

I have long loved this quotation by 
Frank Batten Sr., a media visionary and 
former chairman of Landmark Com-
munications, who said about journal-
ists and newspapers: “Our calling was 
never more important. We have the 
capacity to inform, to enlighten, to 
awaken and to inspire. We have the 
opportunity to enrich the lives of thou-
sands of people every day.”

Across the United States, journalists 
and other newspaper employees are 
serving their communities and democ-
racy every day by informing, enlighten-
ing, awakening and inspiring millions 
of readers.

The news they provide is accessed in 
many forms. Many people still use the 
word newspaper as the all-encompass-
ing term for those various forms, but 
now news is delivered through web-
sites, social media, electronic editions, 
email alerts and newsletters, in addition 
to the traditional printed paper.

Those delivery methods have 
changed significantly in recent years. 
But one thing remains constant: Ameri-
cans depend on the trusted news cover-
age provided by newspapers.

The study by Coda Ventures, based 
on surveys of 5,000 people, revealed 
that respondents ranked local newspa-
pers and their websites as the most ac-
curate sources of original news report-
ing. The results also listed the top five 
reasons Americans seek out local news 
— to stay informed, feel connected 
in the community, decide where they 
stand on local issues, find places and 
things to do, and talk to other people 
about community news.

Survey respondents consistently 
said they prefer newspapers in print 
and digital formats over TV, radio and 

social media as their main source for 
news and information important to 
them.

They like the fact that newspapers 
use different ways to deliver their 
news stories to various audiences. The 
survey showed that people who are 39 
and younger listed social media as the 
No. 1 way they prefer to access news, 
though they also like news websites 
and email alerts. People in the 40 to 
74 age group ranked news websites 
as their top choice, followed by email 
alerts and the printed newspaper. Those 
75 and older prefer the print edition 
but also like news websites and email 
alerts.

Based on the frequent reports of 
struggles within the news business, 
many people might be surprised to 
learn that newspapers and their digital 
offerings reach so many readers. Those 
struggles, primarily financial, are real 
and affect many media companies, not 
just newspapers. But the new ways of 
delivering news allow newspapers to 
reach even larger audiences.

Frank Batten might not have antici-
pated the widespread use of the internet 
and social media when he first made 
his comments in the 1980s, but his 
words remain true today.

Newspapers and their dedicated em-
ployees continue to inform, enlighten, 
awaken and inspire — enriching their 
communities and the lives of millions 
of people who benefit from their work 
every day.

Benjy Hamm
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COSMETIC DENTISTRY
At Guided Smiles Prosthodontics & Implant Center, we understand that even the most 

minor tooth imperfections can significantly impact the appearance of your smile. We are 
proud to offer a range of cosmetic dentistry procedures to correct aesthetic concerns, 

including the color, size, shape, and alignment of your teeth. A visit to our office will have 
you on your way to a smile you love before you know it!

Dr. Blackmon will work with you to create a fully customized treatment plan to address 
any immediate restorative needs and correct tooth flaws or imperfections. Your smile 
makeover may require one or several procedures to restore the health, function, and 

beauty of your smile. You’ll love the final, stunning results!

153 Fort Wade Rd., Ste 100, Ponte Vedra

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

CARLOS BLACKMON, 
DDS, MS

PROSTHODONTIST

YOUR SMILE SAYS IT ALL
PROVIDING TRUSTED SPECIALIZED CARE TO PATIENTS

No Insurance? We’ve got you covered! $500 A YEAR

Teeth Whitening • Dental Veneers • Cosmetic Bonding • Dental Crowns • Smile Makeovers

9 0 4 - 3 9 5 - 5 5 0 1  •  G U I D E D S M I L E S JA X . C O M

World Golf Village ideas thrown 
around during public meetings

By Anthony Richards

The discussion to figure out how to 
best use the World Golf Village land con-
tinued with a pair of public meetings in 
the county auditorium Sept. 27 and 28.

Its proximity to Interstate 95 makes 
it a valuable piece of land for both the 
county and its residents, and there were 
many varying ideas expressed during the 
meetings.

Some residents who spoke brought 
up the population increases the county 
continues to see, and the need for an in-
frastructure to keep up with that pace and 
proposed using the land to build a new 
school to help with overcrowding issues.

It was proposed that just because the 
space was set up for retail before does not 
mean that the space cannot be converted 
to use for something other than that in the 
future, such as schools.

The property’s close history and ties to 
golf was also brought up by some who 
believe it should not be forgotten and that 
a golf course should be something that 
the county deeply considers building on 
the land in question.

Others want to see the infrastructure 
and roadways around the land improved 
to match some of the ideas being tossed 
around, because they believe the traffic 
along that section of International Golf 
Parkway right off the interstate is already 
heavily trafficked and future additions 
would only add to that.

Once again, due to its proximity on an 
interstate exit, it was stated that whatever 
retail goes in there will see a natural 
gravitation of not just local traffic but also 
an influx in visitors during certain parts 
of the year, with Buc-ee’s convenience 
store and Costco’s positioned right across 
the street from the current World Golf 
Village main entrance.

Some of the small business owners that 
currently have their businesses within the 
World Golf Village property at the mo-
ment mentioned wanting to bring things 
for the family to do back to the location 
by bringing back fireworks and focusing 
on things the entire family can take part 
in from an entertainment standpoint, such 
as a movie theater.

The IMAX theater has been a staple of 
the World Golf Village since its creation, 

and many residents stepped forth to the 
podium to express how they would love 
to not waste its potential and remain as a 
theater on the property.

Putting a library and church some-
where on the property were also men-
tioned as things residents mentioned they 
would like to see built as part of the plan. 

Residents from not only the surround-
ing area, but also those who currently 
call the World Golf Village home also 

provided some of their points of view 
regarding the situation, and saving the 
golf course as part of the development 
was near the top of the list.

They did not seem against having 
shops move into the area for the most 
part, as it held retail before, but they also 
want to make sure that the development 
is not allowed to get out of control and 
that the ambiance of the area in which 
they live is maintained.
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A             new 
beginning in 
health care.

Flagler Health+ is excited to share we are now UF Health St. Johns.  
Building on a 130-year legacy of caring for the community, our dedication to 
delivering high-quality and patient-centered care has never wavered. With 
enhanced access to the latest medical breakthroughs, expanded treatment 
options, clinical trials and world-renowned comprehensive care through UF 
Health, this change marks the dawn of a bright new beginning for health care 
in St. Johns County.

StJohns.UFHealth.org
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Whiskey, Wine & Wildlife returns Nov. 2-5
Whiskey, Wine & Wildlife – W3, presented by Publix, 

is set for Nov. 2-5 in Vilano Beach, St. Augustine. Several 
new events have been announced for this year. Early bird 
discount tickets will be available until Oct. 15, with sav-
ings of up to 30% on some tickets.

Thursday, November 2 
NEW EVENT: Pesca by Michael’s W3 Wine Dinner. 

Cocktails, 6-6:30 p.m.; Dinner at 7 p.m.
Location: Pesca by Michael’s Inside Hyatt Place Hotel, 

Vilano Beach. 
The perfect way to kick-off Whiskey, Wine & Wildlife 

with an elegant four-course, wine-paired dinner by Execu-
tive Chef Michael Lugo and dessert course by Pastry Chef 
Rebecca Reed.

Friday, November 3
W3 Master Classes, presented by Publix at Vilano Main 

Street Diner.
• “Easy Holiday Entertaining” with Damon Burch, 

Sysco executive chef, and Zac Coleman showcasing Ron 
Barcelo Rum cocktails, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

• “Wine & Wildlife” with Foley Family Wines and the 
GTM Research Reserve, noon to 1 p.m.

Friday, November 3
NEW EVENT: Vilano A1A Soirée, 5:30 to 9 p.m., Viv-

ian Browning Avenue.
An elegant and memorable sunset al fresco street party/

dinner, with six courses from six acclaimed chefs: Nor-
berto Jaramillo, Sebastian Sikora, Michael Lugo, Ellie 
Schultze, Chris Eldridge and Rebecca Reed. Cocktails and 

live music from Zaza Flamenca kick everything off!

Saturday, November 4
Guided Tour through the GTM Research Reserve with 

wine and cheese paired reception, 10:30 a.m. to noon.
Location: Guana Tolomato Matanzas (GTM) Research 

Reserve, 505 Guana River Road, No. 6527, Ponte Vedra 
Beach.

Explore the great coastal outdoors and the natural beauty 
of the GTM Research Reserve with a private guided tour. 
The tour concludes with tasting some fantastic wines, 
paired with specialty cheeses from Publix.

Saturday, November 4
W3 Grand Tasting – Whiskey, Wine & Wildlife, 2-5 

p.m., block party in Vilano Beach
Location: Vivian Browning Avenue, Vilano Beach
Guests will enjoy hundreds of unlimited varieties of 

beverage tastings with a souvenir glass and live music. It’s 
a full afternoon of live music, artisans and celebrity guest 
chefs in the Publix cooking demonstration. Don’t miss the 
Best Taste Awards and the silent auction, with 100% of the 
proceeds benefiting Vilano Beach Main Street. Tickets are 
all-inclusive, including all food and beverage tastings. 

Sunday, November 5
NEW EVENT: W3 Sunday Jazz Brunch
Location: Pesca by Michael’s Inside Hyatt Place Hotel, 

117 Vilano Road, Vilano Beach
The grand finale brunch at Pesca by Michael’s will be a 

great way to end the weekend — an all-inclusive culinary 
and drink ticket for a fantastic brunch buffet with gourmet 
stations for breakfast and lunch lovers alike. The festival’s 
only family-friendly event provides families a delicious 
way to end the weekend!

Satellite parking lots and Old Town Trolley stops 
Parking is very limited on Vilano Beach, so Old Town 

Trolleys will be running every 30 minutes and will provide 
the best and most hassle-free way to attend Saturday’s 
Main Event. The satellite parking shuttle service is free of 
charge for festival guests, with the schedule available on 
the festival website in the coming weeks.

For further information, go to whiskeywineandwildlife.
com.

Whiskey, Wine & Wildlife Presented by Publix is sup-
ported by St. Johns County Tourism Development Council, 
St. Johns Cultural Council, St. Augustine/Ponte Vedra, 
Florida’s Historic Coast and Vilano Beach Main Street.

Contributed photo
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BENEFITING VILANO BEACH MAIN STREET

PRESENTED BY

NEW 2023 EVENTS ON SALE NOW!

NOVEMBER 2 - 5, 2023

Tickets include unlimited tasting bites and wine, beer and spirits samples with a souvenir glass!

VILANO BEACH, ST. AUGUSTINE, FL | WHISKEYWINEANDWILDLIFE.COM

EARLY
 BIRD TICKETS  

EXPIRE 10
/15

/23

UNLIM
ITED CULINARY & 

BEVERAGE TA
STINGS!

A CULINARY WEEKEND LIKE NO OTHER

Whiskey, Wine & Wildlife Schedule includes: Thursday, 11/2, W3 Wine Dinner at Pesca by Michael’s, Friday, 11/3, Master Classes and 
Vilano A1A Soirée, Saturday, 11/4, GTM Research Reserve Guided Tour and Wine & Cheese Reception and the W3 Grand Tasting in 

downtown Vilano Beach and Sunday 11/5 finale, all-inclusive Jazz Brunch.

Official Charity Partner

BENEFITING VILANO BEACH MAIN STREET

PRESENTED BY

SPONSORED BY

The above logo’s are set to PMS 369U and PMS 3005U
Please adjust the color break to match the desired destination

based on the supplied color legend.

Official Automotive 
Sponsor

PRESENTED 
BY
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By Anthony Richards
The Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island looks 

to start a new tradition for the “foodies” 
in the area with its inaugural Amelia 
Island Cookout Epicurean Weekend 
scheduled for Oct. 20-22.

“Our vision is to continue it every Oc-
tober moving forward,” said Joe Murphy, 
director of marketing with The Ritz-Carl-
ton, Amelia Island.

The weekend-long showcase will be 
a celebration of food and the various 
flavors and ways in which to cook and 
enjoy the culinary world.

A mix of both local and nationally 
renowned chefs will be featured during 
the event as part of several chef-inspired 
demonstrations where attendees will have 
the opportunity to hear and learn from the 
chefs firsthand.

According to Murphy, the interactive 
nature of the event brought about by the 
demonstrations is something that was a 
priority and something The Ritz-Carlton 
really wanted to highlight.

“We’ll have different action stations, 
where guests can mingle with the chefs as 
they share tips for making their dishes,” 
Murphy said. “We believe that people 
now more than ever are attracted to this 
kind of event because it is really engag-
ing. They truly feel a part of it.”

It was also important to maintain the 
local vibe that Amelia Island is known for 
and not losing sight of that in the con-
struction of the event was key.

“We always knew we wanted to present 
a quality mix for our guests, and we look 
to continue that model of having ‘local 
legends,’ as we like to call them,” Mur-
phy said. “We would like to see it eventu-
ally expand to where local restaurants are 
getting involved.”

Chef Okan Kizilbayir of Salt Restau-
rant, which is just one of several dining 
options at The Ritz-Carlton, Amelia 
Island has helped orchestrate the cookout 

weekend and will be one of the featured 
chefs.

He brings a unique take on the cookout 
from his past experiences with the Grand 
Cayman Cookout, which is a similar cu-
linary event hosted by The Ritz-Carlton, 
Grand Cayman, and is celebrating 15 
years in October.

“He is the man behind all the success,” 
Murphy said. “His wealth of knowledge 
and experience is incredible.”

The goal of the showcase is to have 
something that captures the imagination 
of every palate, regardless of which foods 
or flavors peak a person’s interest.

Everything from chefs who specialize 
in farm-to-table, such as Lee Jones with 
Chef’s Garden to Tank Jackson with Holy 
City Hogs, who will be roasting a whole 
hog, and award-winning mixologists will 
be featured during the event.

The variety of chefs featured has 

brought about interest from guests both 
across the First Coast but also throughout 
the nation, especially those on the East 
Coast.

“We started to concept it about a year 
ago, and all along we knew we wanted to 
capture the foodie culture that is growing 
everywhere, including here locally,” Mur-
phy said. “Jacksonville, Ponte Vedra and 

Covered wagon glamping in our beautiful 
PlainsCraft 1880's style covered wagons is 
an experience you will treasure. YES, it has 
central heat/air and a full bathroom!  

ALL proceeds help us care for the animals 
you'll fall in love with too!

WWW.ROOTERVILLE.ORG

FOLLOW US ON

STAY WITH US IN A COVERED WAGON!
If you are interested, please contact us at Elaine@Rooterville.org

Rooterville
Animal Sanctuary Inc.

1208 County Rd 315, Melrose, FL 32666 • (352) 262-7313

Culinary world converges for Amelia 
Island Cookout Epicurean Weekend

COOKOUT continues on Page 19

The weekend-long showcase will be a celebration of food and the various flavors and ways in which to cook and enjoy the culinary world.
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the First Coast in general have become 
much more of a ‘foodie’ scene in the last 
five years.”

The Amelia Island Cookout is the main 
event during the three-day showcase and 
will take place on Oct. 21 from 4 p.m. to 
8 p.m. on the Oceanfront Lawn at The 
Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island.

Tickets for the cookout are $150 per 
person and will allow guests to be front 
and center as some of the top chefs bring 
their best culinary work out of the kitchen 
and bring it outdoors for a unique cook-
out feel.

Tickets are also still available for the 
Tomorrow’s Culinary Stars Brunch and 
Master Chefs Dinner, both scheduled for 
Oct. 22.

The brunch will feature executive chef 
Garrett Gooch, and his team will treat 
attendees to a lavish brunch, which they 
will be able to enjoy while watching an 

interactive cooking competition between 
local college culinary students.

It will be from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Ritz-Carlton ballroom foyer and is $150 
per person with a portion of proceeds 
from the brunch being donated to Barn-
abas Food Pantry in Fernandina Beach.

Kizilbayir and fellow featured chefs 
will prepare a five-course collaboration 
dinner at 6:30 p.m. at Salt Restaurant. 
Tickets to the dinner, which will also 
mark the end of the cookout showcase are 
$750 per person.

Cookout
Continued from 18

The Amelia Island Cookout is the main event during the three-day showcase and will take 
place on Oct. 21 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. on the Oceanfront Lawn at The Ritz-Carlton, Amelia 
Island.

Chef Okan Kizilbayir of Salt Restaurant.

Lee Jones of Chef’s Garden.

Tank Jackson of Holy City Hogs.
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and State Road A1A – didn’t show ele-
ments that would necessitate the trees’ 
removal.

The project will widen the roadway 
to allow for dual left turn lanes from 
Mickler Road onto S.R. A1A, a left-
turn lane from Ponte Vedra Boulevard 
onto southbound A1A and an additional 
through-lane on northbound A1A. The 
$4.3 million project is being funded 
through impact fees and $1.6 million 
from the state Department of Transpor-
tation.

The project grew out of a North 
Florida Transportation Planning 
Organization study performed about 
six years ago. The county followed up 
and contracted with Matthews Design 
Group to design the project.

Widening the intersection to ac-
commodate the additional turn lane 
necessitates alterations to the immedi-
ate approach on Mickler Road, and 
possibly the loss of some trees, but a 
proposed turn lane into the Portofino 
condominium complex and drainage 
improvements lie at the heart of resi-

dents’ concerns.
The Portofino turn lane, as well as 

a turn lane for the Mickler’s Landing 
shopping plaza, extend the impact of 
the project westward, necessitating the 
removal of more trees.

“We have these left turn lanes based 
on engineering judgement,” said St. 
Johns County Public Works Director 
Greg Caldwell.

But several residents attending the 
Sept. 26 meeting said the Portofino turn 
lane was not needed, as there were only 
20 units in the community. No one at 
the meeting – including Portofino resi-
dents -- could remember ever having to 
wait behind someone turning in there.

“I think what a lot of us are asking 
for is for you to take a hard look at the 
turning at Portofino,” said Neck Road 
resident Nicole Crosby.

To address drainage, 12-foot-wide 
swales would be created on the north 
side of Mickler Road. To accommodate 
the widening, which tapers 1,500 feet 
from the A1A intersection to a point at 
Neck Road, the sidewalk and utilities 
would have to be moved. Residents are 
concerned that the work will damage 
12 large trees in front of the Meditierra 
community that are not even among 

those slated for removal.
On Sept. 20, residents consulted with 

arborist Danny Lippi concerning the 
likelihood of tree impacts.

Lippi found that the majority of the 
trees – laurel oak, live oak and pignut 
hickory – have “varying levels of toler-
ance to root stressors commonly as-
sociated with construction and roadway 
improvements.”

These trees, he wrote, have shallow 
and expansive root systems. Design 
drawings show that work will be per-
formed within the tree protection zones 
needed to maintain tree health and 
structure.

“Damaging roots too close to a tree’s 
trunk can lead to a tree that is at higher 
risk of failure due to sudden loss of 
lateral support roots, especially during 
high wind events,” Lippi wrote.

In addition, stresses to the trees 
would make them more susceptible to 
fungi, pests and disease.

“There are trees that we’re not going 
to be able to save because of the scope 
of the project,” said one resident at the 
Sept. 26 meeting, “but there are a num-
ber that we’re putting at risk mainly 
because of the aggressiveness of that 
taper.”

The county has put the contractor 
on hold and may request work be done 
on other parts of the project until this 
issue is resolved. Caldwell said no trees 
would be cut in the near future -- at 
least not until after another meeting 
with the residents in 30 days.

Though the meeting focused primar-
ily on the trees, some residents raised 
concerns about a tiny island at the in-
tersection where pedestrians must stand 
while waiting to cross. The new design 
keeps that island, which one resident 
called a “death trap” because cars turn-
ing to go west on Mickler Road from 
southbound A1A routinely fail to stop 
for pedestrians at the short crosswalk 
there.

Caldwell said officials would look at 
that.

The points residents hope to see ad-
dressed in the next 30 days are:

• Removal of the dedicated left turn 
lane into Portofino.

• A re-assessment of the dedicated 
left turn lane into the Mickler’s Land-
ing shopping center.

• A continued focus on minimizing 
tree impacts.

• A pedestrian crosswalk on A1A that 
will maximize safety.

FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS

Vedra
Ponte Premier

Dental

Dr. Kevin neal  |  Dr. Michael Winter
Dr. Andy Maples  |  Dr. Brian Maples

100 Professional Dr.  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(904) 285-8407  |  www.pvpdental.com

Experience the good a simple smile can do.

Trees
Continued from 1

Photos by Shaun Ryan
Residents living in the vicinity of a project on Mickler Road are concerned that work will 
damage majestic oaks there.

Red X’s mark trees slated for removal for a road improvement project on Mickler Road.
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Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery

Wolfson Children’s Hospital names new 
board of directors chair and vice chair

New appointments reflect diversity 
of skill, knowledge, backgrounds in 
support of hospital’s mission

Wolfson Children’s Hospital has named the new chair 
and vice chair of its board of directors. The new leader-
ship brings a diverse range of skills, knowledge and 
experience to the team. 

Erin Wolfson has been named chair and Mia Jones is 
vice chair. They will each serve three-year terms. 

An Atlantic Beach native, Wolfson is an assistant state 
attorney with the State Attorney’s Office, 4th Judicial 
Circuit, and has been with the office since September 
2008. Although Wolfson has worked in a variety of 
different areas, including the Homicide/Major Crimes 
Division, she has spent the majority of her career in the 
Special Victims Unit focusing on the prosecution of 
domestic violence, sexual assault offenses and crimes 
against children.

In 2016, she was assigned to the Sexual Assault Kit 
Initiative where her work focused solely on the inves-
tigation and prosecution of the 4th Judicial Circuit’s 
untested sexual assault kits.

Currently, Wolfson is assigned to the Special Vic-
tims Unit, where she is a division chief. Wolfson also 
continues to handle homicide prosecutions, as well as 
human trafficking cases not only as an ASA for the State 
of Florida but also as a special assistant United States at-
torney for the Jacksonville Division of the United States 
Attorney’s Office for the Middle District of Florida.

Wolfson is a graduate of Vanderbilt University (B.A.) 
where she was an Ingram Scholar. She then went on to 
receive her law degree from the Fredric G. Levin Col-
lege of Law, University of Florida. Wolfson is licensed 
to practice law in both Florida and New York and was 
named one of Florida’s Legal Elite Government/Non-
Profit Attorneys in 2012.

Wolfson has an extensive history of community 
involvement and was named one of the 2018 Women’s 
Center of Jacksonville’s Unsung She-roes for the work 
she has done to improve the lives of women. She cur-

rently serves as a member of The Women’s Board and is 
a member of the Hightower Emerging Leaders Fellow-
ship, Class VII. 

Jones serves as CEO for Agape Family Health, the 
oldest Federally Qualified Health Center in Jacksonville, 
providing quality health care to both uninsured and 
insured patients across Jacksonville. She was appointed 
as the inaugural health commissioner for the City of 
Jacksonville, where she tirelessly worked to ensure the 
community’s health care needs were met.

Jones served eight years in the Florida House of 
Representatives, elected in 2008 and reelected in 2012. 
She served two terms as Democratic Leader Pro Tem-
pore (2012-2016), as well as the ranking member of the 
House Select Committee on Health Care Workforce In-
novation and Health and Human Services Committee.

Prior to serving in the Florida House, she was a mem-

ber of the Jacksonville City Council (2003-2008). Previ-
ously, she held the role of director of minority business 
affairs for the Duval County Public Schools.

Jones began her career in public service in 1992 and 
served during the administration of Jacksonville Mayor 
Ed Austin in the Office of Equal Opportunity until 1995. 
Jones graduated with her B.S. in accounting and MBA 
from Florida A&M University.

“Erin and Mia have both demonstrated a strong 
commitment to our focus of providing world-class care 
for the children in our community, and I'm excited to 
welcome them to our board of directors,” said Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital President Allegra C. Jaros. “The 
passion they bring will be instrumental in advancing 
our mission, and their unique insights will enhance our 
efforts to make a positive impact on the lives of our 
patients and their families.”

Erin Wolfson Mia Jones
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The Recorder presents the first ever Best of the 
Beaches, featuring your favorite businesses in 

Jacksonville Beach, Neptune Beach, Atlantic Beach 
and Ponte Vedra Beach! This includes businesses in 

zip codes 32250, 32266, 32233, and 32082.

Readers will have the chance to nominate their 
favorite businesses in various categories online, such 
as auto & transporation, home & finance, food & drink 
and more! Online voting will begin once nominations 

are complete.

Give your favorite business the recognition they 
deserve, and nominate them as the Best of the Best 

in their category! 

Serving Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, The Beaches and Greater St. Johns County

THE

NOMINATIONS 
BEGIN OCTOBER 6TH

www.pontevedrarecorder.com/
bestofthebeaches

NOMINATIONS START:  
October 6th - November 6th 

VOTING STARTS:  
November 7th - December 7th 

WINNERS ANNOUNCED/ 
WINNER’S CIRCE PUBLISHES:  

December 28th 

Helping families 
dealing with cancer

Recently, THE PLAYERS and Jay 
Fund teamed up to deliver gourmet 
meals to 31 local families with children 
fighting cancer. September, as Child-
hood Cancer Awareness Month, was the 
perfect opportunity to raise awareness 
for the struggles that families experience 
when they have a loved one with cancer, 
food insecurity being one of the most 
important. 

“When a family faces childhood can-

cer, they may struggle to afford grocer-
ies or put food on the table,” said Keli 
Coughlin, CEO of the Jay Fund. “We 
want parents to be able to focus on their 
sick child rather than worrying about 
feeding their family. We’re grateful to 
Chef Eric Butcher of the TOUR Café 
and THE PLAYERS team for preparing 
and delivering these meals and alleviat-
ing some of the stress these families 
face.”

Contributed photo

Whitney lecture focus: 
Human evolution

The Evenings at Whitney Lecture 
Series hosted by the Whitney Laboratory 
for Marine Bioscience, continues at 7 p.m. 
Oct. 12 with the program titled “Bones, 
stones, and DNA: A Nature editor’s-eye 
view of human evolution.” Luíseach Nic 
Eoin Ph.D., Senior Editor at Nature Ecol-
ogy and Evolution, will be the speaker. 

This free lecture will be presented in 
person at the UF Whitney Laboratory 
Lohman Auditorium, 9505 Ocean Shore 
Blvd., in St. Augustine. Those interested 
also have the option of registering to 
watch via Zoom live the night of the 
lecture.

Register to watch online: ufl.
zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_0bWg0Zu4QCmp5kEgv7BvLw.

Human evolution is a complex and fast-
moving topic that’s key to understanding 
who we are and where we come from. 
The past decade and a half have seen 
something of a molecular revolution in 
archaeology and palaeoanthropology that 
means we know more than ever about the 
complexities of the human family tree, but 
classic techniques of stone tool and fossil 
bone analysis remain key to discovery and 
interpretation. The speaker will talk about 
who’s who, who’s where, who’s when, 

what we know, what we don’t know and 
what we’d like to know. 

Luíseach will spend the first part of 
this talk explaining what exactly the job 
entails as an editor for arguably the most 
prestigious group of science journals 
in the world, discuss the pros and cons 
of scientific “gatekeeping,” share some 
exciting and some frankly odd discover-
ies from her inbox, and make a case that 
this field where both stakes and tensions 
run high needs a bird’s eye view to make 
sense of it.

Luíseach Nic Eoin



Ponte Vedra Recorder · October 5, 2023 COMMUNITY NEWS   23

Davidson Cares will host their eighth 
annual Clay Day fundraiser, which has 
been renamed this year from “Davidson 
Cares Clay Day” to “Jim Davidson’s An-
nual Clay Day” after the recent passing of 
the patriarch of the Davidson family, Jim 
Davidson.

The event will take place at the 
Jacksonville Clay Target Sports on Oct. 
19. This annual sports shooting event 
has raised more than $577,785 for local 
charities that support youth-based organi-
zations throughout Northeast Florida. 

“We’re so honored to live and work in 
a community that supports our charitable 
endeavors, like Clay Day,” says Sherry 
Davidson, president of Davidson Cares, 

the philanthropic arm of Davidson Realty. 
“This is such a fun event, and the funds 
we raise go directly into organizations 
that support, protect and uplift some of 
our most vulnerable neighbors. It’s also 
an opportunity to celebrate my husband, 
Jim’s, life. We miss him every day.”

Clay Day begins with registration and 
lunch from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Shooting 
starts at 2 p.m. Both new and experienced 
shooters are welcome. For a minimum 
donation of $400 per shooter, partici-
pants can shoot 100 sporting clay targets. 
Those new to shooting can shoot 50 skeet 
in a safe and comfortable atmosphere 
under the guidance of an instructor for a 
minimum donation of $300 per shooter.

This year’s Clay Day supports the 
following charities: St. Augustine Youth 
Services, Investing in Kids! (INK!), 
Builders Care, Port in the Storm Home-
less Youth Center, Hope is Restored, 
Homes for Hope and Five Star Veterans 
Center.

“We couldn’t do this without our won-
derful sponsors,” said Davidson. “The 
contributions we receive from companies 
like The Hutson Companies, Iventure, 

Providence Homes and Riverside Homes 
really help drive this event. We can’t 
express our appreciation enough!” 

Jacksonville Clay Target Sports is 
located at 12125 New Berlin Road in 
Jacksonville. The event will be held rain 
or shine. To register to shoot, donate or 
inquire about sponsorship, go to david-
soncares.com/fundraisers/davidson-cares-
clay-day.aspx.

Davidson Realty plans 8th Annual Clay Day fundraiser
Contributed photos
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GUEST COLUMN

What can market volatility teach about 
the fundamentals? 

Written by/for  
Wells Fargo Advisors

Market volatility, painful as it can be, 
can actually provide an important lesson 
for investors about why it’s important to 
stick to the fundamentals, such as having 
an asset allocation strategy and review-
ing your plan. With that in mind, here are 
suggestions for turbulent times that may 
help you turn today’s worries into tomor-
row’s good habits.

Remembering asset allocation
When market volatility occurs, inves-

tors have the opportunity to get back to 
fundamentals they may have forgotten. 
This is especially true for asset allocation 
— the strategy financial professionals 
return to time and again when investors 
want help dealing with volatile markets. 

At its most basic level, asset allocation 
is how you diversify your investments 
across different asset classes (stocks, 
bonds, cash alternatives, etc.). This varies 
based on a number of factors, primarily:

• What you want your investments to 
help you achieve (objectives)

• How comfortable you are with market 
volatility (risk tolerance)

• How long it will be before you will 
need to access your investments (time 
horizon)

The asset allocation model that best 
suits any given investor depends on 
where they land in regard to these three 

factors.
It’s important to remember that asset 

allocation offers investors a trade-off. 
During good times, a diversified portfo-
lio’s return will lag the best performing 
asset class. On the other hand, during 
down periods, it will do better than the 
worst performing asset class. It’s up to 
each investor to decide what’s more im-
portant — participating more in the good 
times by holding more stock or avoiding 
the worst of the bad by holding less.

Reviewing your plan regularly
If you have an asset allocation plan and 

still find yourself lying awake at night, 
volatility is a chance to revisit your plan 
for possible adjustments.

It’s possible you overestimated your 
risk tolerance when creating your plan. 
Due to their potential for providing 
growth and, sometimes, income, stocks 

have an important role to play in many 
plans. But with that potential comes the 
likelihood for greater price volatility than 
is typically seen with other investments, 
such as bonds. If concern about your in-
vestments when there’s volatility causes 
you stress, it may be time to see whether 
you need to scale back the amount you 
have allocated to stocks.

It’s also possible the problem is not 
with your plan. Over time, market 
activity can shift your allocations away 
from your plan’s targeted amounts. Say 
you started with a hypothetical 60% 
stocks/40% bonds portfolio. An extended 
rise in the stock market could shift it to, 
for example, 75% stocks/25% bonds. As 
a result, when there’s market volatility, 
you would experience more of it than 
intended.

You may want to consider rebalancing 
your portfolio regularly. Rebalancing is 

simply checking your investments to see 
whether market activity has caused them 
to drift. If they have, you can decide if 
you want to sell investments that have 
increased in value and use the proceeds 
to buy others that may have decreased. 
Doing this at least once a year — or al-
lowing your investment platform to do it 
for you — can keep your allocations, and 
risk level, where you want them.

Asset allocation and diversification are invest-
ment methods used to help manage risk. 
They do not guarantee investment returns or 
eliminate risk of loss including in a declining 
market.
All investment involves risk, including the 
possible loss of principal.

This article was written by/for Wells Fargo 
Advisors and provided courtesy of Jamie Seim, 
CFP, Senior Vice President – Investment Of-
ficer in Ponte Vedra Beach at 904-273-7917.

Investment and Insurance Products are:
• Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Gov-
ernment Agency
• Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guar-
anteed by, the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate
• Subject to Investment Risks, Including Pos-
sible Loss of the Principal Amount Invested

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by 
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member 
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. CAR-0623-
00985
©2023 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC.

Telescope Health recognized for health equity efforts
Telescope Health is reducing barriers to 

care for the uninsured and those in low-
income areas by providing access to health 
care services and care providers.

In recognition of these ongoing efforts, 
the health technology company has been 
awarded a $75,000 grant from Amazon 
Web Services (AWS) for the second year 
in a row. The grant is part of AWS’s three-
year-long Health Equity Initiative, which 
aims to solve health equity issues around 
the world.

“There’s a critical gap in quality care 

for underserved populations and Amazon 
Web Services is empowering our efforts 
to close it,” said Telescope Health CEO 
and Co-Founder Dr. Matthew Thomp-
son. “Their support represents a critical 
piece of a collective and communal effort 
among organizations committed to provid-
ing quality care to everyone.” 

Through strategic partnerships with 
local nonprofits, Telescope Health is 
reaching a broader subsection of the low-
income/uninsured population that may not 
have a primary care provider or may be 

relying on emergency medicine for non-
critical issues.

As a part of their efforts in the com-
munity, Telescope Health will conduct an 
assessment to collect social determinants 
of health data, which can include, income, 
employment and education level.

Telescope Health will also steward pa-
tients to health system and social service 
providers through its virtual and in-person 
concierge care navigation service when 
further care is needed. This will reduce 
the burden on local emergency rooms and 

provide care to patients faster and more 
efficiently.

These efforts are part of Telescope 
Health’s overall mission of providing val-
ue-based solutions and connecting patients 
with the care they need. The physician-led 
company has served more than 75,000 
patients in the southeastern United States 
and maintains partnerships through health 
systems, employers and nonprofits.

For more information on how Telescope 
Health is reducing barriers to care, go to 
telescopehealth.com. 
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A look at major career 
changes in the area.
Friends of GTM Reserve names new 
executive director

The Friends of GTM Reserve announced 
that Dale Ann Viger has joined the organi-
zation as executive director.

“Dale comes to us with a wealth of 
experience in the nonprofit sector, particu-
larly in the field of conservation and land 
management,” said Steve Swann, president 
of the Friends of GTM Reserve’s board of 
directors. “Her background and dedication 
to preserving our natural environment make 
her an ideal fit for our organization.”

Originally hailing from the Adiron-
dack mountain region in upstate New 
York, Viger has a diverse background that 
includes serving in the U.S. Air Force. Her 
experience includes serving as the chief 
executive officer of the Brevard Alzheim-
er’s Foundation and most recently as the 
executive director for the Allen Broussard 
Conservancy and Forever Florida. 

Her educational achievements include an 
MBA from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
where she excelled as a business manager. 
In this role, Viger oversaw substantial 

endowment and gift funds, which played 
a pivotal role in advancing research and 
education efforts at the institute.

Thomas graduates from 
ELEVATE program

On Sept. 16, eight 
leading Black health care 
executives completed 
the ELEVATE program, 
an initiative founded by 
Black senior health care 

executives to equip rising Black health care 
leaders with a supportive and structured 
environment for learning, development and 
advancement. 

This year’s cohort included Nicole B. 
Thomas, president from Baptist Medical 
Center in Jacksonville.

In this year’s ELEVATE program, the 
eight cohort members met three times, in 
Washington, D.C., Chicago and Charlotte, 
North Carolina, learning more about the 
health care industry and continuing to hone 
their skills to advance to the highest rungs 
of leadership within health systems. 

After completing the program, partici-
pants are better prepared to take on greater 
and more senior-level roles and responsi-
bilities within major health care enterprises. 

This, in turn, helps increase diversity in 
health system C-Suites. The first ELEVATE 
cohort has already demonstrated success in 
achieving these goals.

Sulzbacher appoints 
Meyer to board of 
directors

Sulzbacher recently ap-
pointed Whitney Meyer 
to its board of directors. 
Meyer is the senior vice 
president and chief com-

munity impact officer for the Jacksonville 
Jaguars. She is responsible for the develop-
ment and implementation of the Jaguars 
community impact initiatives, including op-
erations of the Jaguars Foundation, Inspire 
Change and Social Justice Initiatives, and 
community activities in connection with 
local development projects.

She previously worked as the inaugural 
vice president and chief diversity officer 
at the University of North Florida. In that 
role she advised university leadership on 
diversity, inclusion and racial equity per-
taining to strategies and policies, learning 
and research, community relations and the 
recruitment, retention and admission of 
faculty, staff and students of color.

Currently, Meyer serves on the Florida 
Sports Foundation Board, PS27 Foundation 
Board, JAX Chamber Hightower Fellow-
ship Board, and the World Affairs Council 
Board. She is also a frequent volunteer for 
the Friends of Boone Park South.

ARC Group Medical 
names new chief 
operating officer

ARC Group Medical, 
Florida’s largest medical 
distribution company, has 
announced the addition 
of Geoffrey Ring, who 

will serve as a partner and chief operations 
officer. Ring comes to ARC Group Medical 
with a wealth of finance, sales and opera-
tional experience from 27 years at IBM 
where he served many leadership roles 
within IBM’s Global HQ and their strategic 
sales organizations, specializing in high-
growth and transformational initiatives.

With his corporate experience, Ring will 
provide the necessary structure to guide the 
organization in its growth strategy, prod-
uct investments/launches, and third-party 
logistics.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Benchmarks of Success

Geoffrey Ring

Whitney Meyer
Nicole B. Thomas

For the fifth time, Atlantic 
Logistics makes the Inc. 5000 

Inc. revealed recently 
that Jacksonville-based 
Atlantic Logistics ranks 
as number 2,735 on 
the 2023 Inc. 5000, 
its annual list of the 
fastest-growing private 
companies in America.

The prestigious rank-
ing provides a data-
driven look at the most 
successful companies 
within the economy’s 
most dynamic seg-
ment — its indepen-
dent, entrepreneurial 
businesses. Facebook, 
Chobani, Under Armour, Microsoft, Pa-
tagonia and many other household name 
brands gained their first national exposure 
as honorees on the Inc. 5000. 

“Being named to the Inc. 5000 for 
the fifth time speaks volumes about our 
team,” said Atlantic Logistics CEO Rob 
Hooper. “We say it over and over again, 
‘Live by the Golden Rule.’ Treating oth-
ers the way we want to be treated is the 
lifeblood of our company. Our business 
is still a relationship business. One that’s 
built on trust. We’re deeply blessed to 
have built a culture of caring and custom-
er devotion while carefully automating to 
the supply chain as needed. Our custom-
ers still want to talk with a person and 

that’s what drives us to 
be the best we can be.”

The Inc. 5000 class 
of 2023 represents 
companies that have 
driven rapid revenue 
growth while navigat-
ing inflationary pres-
sure, the rising costs 
of capital, and seem-
ingly intractable hiring 
challenges. Among this 
year’s top 500 compa-
nies, the average me-
dian three-year revenue 
growth rate ticked up 
to 2,238%. In all, this 

year’s Inc. 5000 companies have added 
1,187,266 jobs to the economy over the 
past three years. 

For complete results of the Inc. 5000, 
including company profiles and an 
interactive database that can be sorted by 
industry, location and other criteria, go to 
inc.com/inc5000. The top 500 companies 
were featured in the September issue of 
Inc. magazine.

“Running a business has only gotten 
harder since the end of the pandemic,” 
said Inc. Editor-in-Chief Scott Omelia-
nuk. “To make the Inc. 5000, with the fast 
growth that requires, is truly an accom-
plishment. Inc. is thrilled to honor the 
companies that are building our future.” 

Atlantic Logistics CEO Rob Hooper

RISE hosts wine-tasting event
RISE 55+ Active Living at 

Nocatee hosted a meet & greet 
wine-tasting event at Coastal Wine 
Market on Sept. 14. Pictured are 
Mandee Combs, regional sales 
manager for RISE real estate com-
pany; and Jerry Shafer, general 
manager for RISE 55+ Active 
Living. The 55+ Active Living 
community features designs and 
luxury touches that deliver a calm, 
purposeful and elevated living 
experience. Coming to Nocatee 
in 2024, the community offers 1-, 
2- and 3-bedroom apartments for 
lease.

Photo by Susan Griffin



By Anthony Richards

Alhambra Theatre and Dining has had a 
lot of fun and entertaining shows during its 
2023 season, and the latest of which was 

just released with “Legally Blonde The 
Musical,” coming out Sept. 28 and running 
through Nov. 5.

The show is now sold out for all of its 

performances during that run, and there are 
many reasons why, as it does an excellent 
job of rekindling the former iconic movie.

As was the case during the initial mak-
ing of the film, there were several comedic 
moments throughout, but it also had a good 
mix of sentimental moments.

So, whether it was tears of joy or tears 
of heartbreak, the show did a nice job 
of bringing out the gambit of emotions 
throughout the night.

One of the interesting aspects of the 
play was that the script for the film was 
not originally designed as a musical, so 
transforming it into one was one of the 
challenges the directing staff was faced 
with, but you would never know it, as they 
did a seamless job of fitting in the lines and 
choreography with that of the initial movie 
while sticking to the musical concept.

Helping to make this a reality was the 
fact that a talented cast was assembled, 
starting with Victoria Vagasy, who played 
the role of Elle Woods, who is the main 
character and the one that the storyline fol-
lows throughout.

Vagasy had performed on NBC’s 
“America’s Got Talent,” and made it to the 
semifinal round during season 16 of the 
show.

It was not her first-time playing Elle 
Woods on stage, as she has done other 
renditions of “Legally Blonde,” and her 
technique reflected that as she really 
seemed to fit the part.

Jacksonville native Adam Fields played 
Emmett Forrest in the role opposite 
Vagasy’s, as he was happy to be back 
performing at his favorite theater.

For Forrest, the show is even more spe-
cial because his girlfriend is also a member 
of the cast.

There were also three dogs that played 

roles in show, and really helped add an 
extra element to the performance, as every 
time they would come out onto the stage to 
take part in a scene, the audience could not 
help but react to each one of them every 
time they took part in a scene.

From New York to California accents, 
the cast did a dynamite job and the acting 
and singing skills were on display from 
start to finish on the night.

The Alhambra has certain Friday nights 
considered gala nights where they go a 
little above and beyond even their usual 
service with complimentary champagne 
along with various appetizers and desserts. 

The main course options in connec-
tion with “Legally Blonde” included 
either tender braised Swiss steak, seafood 
stuffed flounder, teriyaki glazed chicken 
or winter squash ravioli, while the dessert 
options were banana crème pie topped 
with whipped cream or coffee cake with 
caramel sauce.
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Beaches Fine Arts Series is a 501-c3 nonprofit organization, Sponsored in part by the State of Florida,  
Department of State, Division of Arts and Culture and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture.

2023-2024 
S E A S O N2023 Juried Art Show  

Winner: Elena Øhlander

*All concerts except 4/14  
are held at our home venue: St. Paul’s 

by-the-Sea Episcopal Church
 465 11th Ave. N  Jacksonville Beach

The Tasher Curry Family

VIDA Guitar Quartet 
FRIDAY, 2/2  •  7:30 PM 

Maiya Elaine,  painting
SIGNATURE CONCERT SPONSOR 

Kenari Saxophone Quartet 
SUNDAY, 3/10  •  4:00 PM 

Hillary Hogue, painting
SIGNATURE CONCERT SPONSOR

Llewellyn Sanchez-Werner- piano  
FRIDAY, 3/22  •  7:30 PM 
Mary Atwood, photography
SIGNATURE CONCERT SPONSOR

*Vincent Dubois - organ 
SUNDAY, 4/14  •  4:00 PM *St. John’s Cathedral  

JAMES D. JOHNSON MEMORIAL ORGAN CONCERT

SIGNATURE CONCERT SPONSOR

Emilio Solla & Tributango 
SUNDAY, 5/12  •  4:00 PM 

Kim Collier, painting
SIGNATURE CONCERT SPONSOR

Trio Virado  
FRIDAY, 10/13  •  7:30 PM

Tim Bullard, pottery
SIGNATURE CONCERT SPONSOR

Aaron Diehl Trio 
FRIDAY, 10/20  •  7:30 PM 

Christianna Louise White Fletcher, painting
SIGNATURE CONCERT SPONSOR

Viano String Quartet 
SUNDAY, 11/5  •  4:00 PM 

Allison Dick,  painting
SIGNATURE CONCERT SPONSOR

The Queen’s Six vocal ensemble  
FRIDAY, 12/15  •  7:30 PM 

Mike Perry, painting 
SIGNATURE CONCERT SPONSOR

Galvin Cello Quartet 
SUNDAY, 1/21  •  4:00 PM 

Hillary McCullough, photography
SIGNATURE CONCERT SPONSOR

Stuart Ashby-Fore  
through the Thurston Roberts Charitable Fund in memory  

of her parents, Garnett and Eleanor Ashby

Hud & Rolly Berrey

Barb Wenger

Send your arts news to 
news@pontevedrarecorder.com In the Arts 
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‘Legally Blonde’ successfully transforms into musical at Alhambra
The stage setup for “Legally Blonde The Musical,” at the Alhambra Theatre and Dining in 
Jacksonville.

There are certain gala nights, that include 
complimentary champagne and other 
options for guests in attendance.

Photos by Anthony Richards
Seafood stuffed flounder was one of the food options on the night.



In her novel, “Snakes of St. Augus-
tine,” Ginger Pinholster has combined 
the theft of three rare Eastern indigo 
snakes with the disappearance of a 
troubled brother and a healthy helping 
of Florida weirdness. Pinholster takes 
center stage to discuss her book at 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 17, at the Ponte 
Vedra Beach Branch Library as part of 
the FOL Speaker Series.

Acclaimed novelist Connie Mae 
Fowler called “Snakes of St. Augus-
tine” “… relentlessly beautiful and 
compelling, filled with insight, grace, 
and humor.”

As Serena searches for her brother 
and falls for a mysterious man named 
Jazz, an exhausted cop’s search for 
the pilfered snakes puts them all on a 

dangerous collision course.
Pinholster earned her M.F.A. degree 

from Queens University of Charlotte 
and a B.A. from Eckerd College. Her 
first novel, “City in a Forest,” won a 
Gold Royal Palm Literary Award from 
the Florida Writers Association in 
2020.

A resident of Ponce Inlet in Volusia 
County, she serves as vice president 
for communications at Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University in Daytona 
Beach. During sea turtle season, you’ll 
find her patrolling the Ponce Inlet 
beach with the Volusia-Flagler Turtle 
Patrol.

Pinholster will have books available 
for purchase, with a percentage of all 
sales benefiting the Friends of the Li-

brary. Her appearance marks the end of 
the 2023 Speaker Series. A new series 
begins Jan. 9.
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BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW
904-641-1212  |  alhambrajax.com

Miracle On 34th Street 
NOV. 16 - DEC. 24

C O M I N G  S O O N

AUG. 3 - SEPT. 17

Big, Bold, Blonde!
SEPT. 28 - NOV. 5

A Classic Theatre expands its repertoire

Author of ‘Snakes of St. Augustine’ to speak

GUEST COLUMN

By Amy Lauer Goldin

Season 16 of St. Augustine’s A Clas-
sic Theatre (ACT) introduces several 
exciting developments.  Following up on 
their record-breaking 15th anniversary 
season last year in their new venue, the 
historic Waterworks Building, ACT will 
be offering four new and unique shows 
this season.

Ranging from bold contemporary 
issues to the wonders of the universe, 
a hilarious one woman show on hu-
man nature and a season finale musical, 
something ACT has not offered before. In 
addition to the expanded theatrical lineup, 
ACT is now offering season tickets.

A season subscription will offer a sav-
ings over purchasing individual show 
tickets. As a bonus, it will also include a 
ticket to one of the four staged readings 

being offered this season.
For the season opener, ACT will debut 

the Florida premier of the multiple award-
winning play “Church & State,” written 
by Odell Williams and directed by Haro-
lyn Sharpe. This fast-paced contemporary 
take on faith, politics and “The Twitter” 
is both relevant and laugh inducing. NPR 
proclaims it “Crackling … enjoyable, 
thought-provoking and humorous. I wish 
every member of Congress would see it.” 

The second play is “Silent Sky,” writ-
ten by Lauren Gunderson and directed by 
Michael Lipp. “Silent Sky” tells the rivet-
ing true story of Henrietta Leavitt, a pio-
neering scientist in an age when women 
couldn’t even vote. A mesmerizing drama 
that’s full of wonder, humor and heart.  

Next up is the rollicking comedy “Shir-
ley Valentine” by Willy Russell, directed 
by Cindy Alexander and starring Franc-

esca Bellavista.
Something’s about to change for Mrs. 

Shirley Bradshaw. After decades of dull 
married life, her former self — the fear-
less Shirley Valentine — is itching to get 
out. She dreams about life beyond the 
wall, and the possibility of “drinking wine 
in a country where the grape is grown."

The season finale will be the musical 
“Couples.” Based on a short story by 
Mark Twain and directed by Cliff Parrish, 
this delightful one act musical follows 
Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden 
as they discover their world, each other 
and … that snake. Adding to that age-old 
story, “Couples” will include some of 
Broadway's best duets of love and mar-
riage. 

Another new addition this season is 
a series of four staged readings, a form 
of theater without sets or full costumes, 

providing the audience with an insider’s 
sneak peek behind the scenes of the the-
atrical process. The readings will be per-
formed at The Center for Spiritual Living 
at 1795 Old Moultrie Road, St Augustine, 
and include:

• “ART” by Yasmina Reza, translated 
by Christopher Hampton, directed by 
David Buchman.  

• “Salon de Paris,” an original play 
by St. Augustine playwright Amy Lauer 
Goldin, directed by Grace Reed.  

• “For Whom the Southern Belle Tolls” 
by Christopher Durang, directed by Dawn 
Knipe. 

• “Other Desert Cities” by John Robin 
Baitz, directed by Hazel Robinson

 For additional information on the 
shows, dates or ticket purchase go to 
aclassictheatre.org.

Ginger Pinholster
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Send your sports news to 
news@pontevedrarecorder.com 

For LIVE Sports and updates,
follow our Twitter, @PVR_sports

Sutton sets career blocks record at Ponte Vedra
By Anthony Richards

The Ponte Vedra Sharks have had 
some memorable volleyball players come 
through its program in recent years, and 
now Chelsea Sutton will be considered 
among them after she recently became 
the school record holder for career 
blocks.

The senior middle blocker has more 
than 200 blocks during her varsity career 
and is committed to play college ball at 
the University of Tennessee.

According to Sutton, she is fortunate 
to have many memories that will quickly 
come to the forefront of her mind when 
she looks back at her high school career, 
and the block record will definitely be 
among the top five.

“I know the tradition and standard that 

the Ponte Vedra program has created, and 
I’m just thrilled that I am now able to be 
a part of that,” Sutton said. “It has been 
an honor to be a part of this team and this 
group of girls.”

Blocking has always been an aspect of 
her game that has come naturally.

“Ever since I started playing, my 
coaches have always told me that I have 
a normal knack for blocking, and I’m 
sure my height has a little something to 
do with that,” Sutton chuckled. “Usually 
if you’re tall, they put you in the middle.”

At 6-foot-4-inches, Sutton presents an 
opposing obstacle at the net and served 
as a great defender for the Sharks over 
the years.

However, despite being known for 
her tenacious nature as a blocker, her of-
fensive game is what she has continually 

worked on in recent years and is perhaps 
what she is most proud of, as she now 
has more than 500 kills, which is high for 
the middle blocker position.

“My offense has really come along, 
and it’s something I really look to 
continue to improve as I get to college,” 
Sutton said.

One of the neat things about the last 
two seasons is that Sutton has had the op-
portunity to play alongside her twin sister 
Morgan, which has made the experience 
even more memorable, and the laughs 
multiplied.

“She knows how to get me and the 
whole team laughing, and we all appreci-
ate her for that,” Sutton said. “It is great 
to have her presence, especially when 
things get tight on the court. I’m thankful 
to have her by my side.”

Sutton began playing competitive vol-
leyball in eighth grade after she tried out 
but did not make the school team in sixth 
or seventh grade.

“I used to live in Massachusetts, and 
I actually played soccer growing up and 
I really thought that would end up being 
my sport,” Sutton said. “But I guess you 
would say, I finally started putting my 
height to good use.”

According to Sutton, it was the fast-
paced nature of volleyball that wound up 
winning her over and her passion for the 
sport has only continued to grow in the 
years that have followed.

“There’s so many plays that you can 
run, which makes for such a variety,” 
Sutton said. “No matter how much you 
know, there’s always something to learn 
in this sport.”

Ponte Vedra senior Chelsea Sutton set the volleyball school record for career blocks. Chelsea Sutton plays middle blocker alongside her twin sister Morgan.

Photo courtesy of Amelia Community Theatre



For the 8-year-olds on the all-girls 
Creeks Softball team, softball isn’t just 
an after-school activity. It’s an opportu-
nity to learn the game, discover camara-
derie and be a part of a team, a team that 
works hard to win championships.

After winning the Florida State Cham-
pionship and taking home the win for the 
8U (age 8 and under) division, they went 
on to win their biggest title yet — Cham-
pions of the Babe Ruth World Series – 
for the second year in a row. Babe Ruth 
Softball is an international youth softball 
league, and the world series invitational 
invites teams from all over the country. 
The girls competed for the title on Aug. 
3. 

“These girls beat out every team in the 
U.S., including Puerto Rico,” said Coach 
Luis Cordero. “They’ve worked so hard 
this year, and this win, as well as the fact 
that they ended their season undefeated 
36-0, proves they’re the best of the best.”

Cordero has been with the Creeks Soft-
ball Association for three years, coach-
ing for seven years, and is proud to lead 
these ladies on and off the field.

“I love coaching and teaching the game 
of softball,” he said. “But what I love 
most is seeing how this team has come 
together and hustled to new heights, both 
on and off the field.”

The 8U Softball World Series tourna-

ment was held in Jensen Beach, Florida, 
and proved exciting. The Creeks Softball 
team went 7-0, and their explosive of-
fense scored 83 runs during the tourna-
ment and their defense only allowed 14 
runs. Their winning streak continued to 
their final game against Jamesville 8U 
from North Carolina.

“Believe in yourself; there is no one 
better for the job!” exclaimed Georgia 
Griffin, short stop for the team.

And that’s exactly what this team did, 
clinching the title with a final winning 
score of 8-3.

“I know this is an accomplishment 
the girls are proud of,” said Cordero. 
“Everybody came together: the assistant 
coaches, the players and the parents. The 
girls always came ready to practice, to 
learn and get better. Hopefully, they will 
always remember the line that I would 
say to them at practice and before games, 
‘Have 100% focus, give 100% effort, and 
have a positive attitude.’ I firmly believe 
if you approach anything in life with this 
in mind, you will succeed. And wow, did 
the girls succeed!”

The 2023 Babe Ruth World Series 
Champions for 8U invite the public to 
celebrate at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 
5 for a ring ceremony on Field 4 at 
Aberdeen Park, 1401 Shetland Drive, St. 
Johns.

Creeks Softball Association (CSA) is 
a branch of Creeks Athletic Association, 
a not-for-profit focused on the advance-
ment and development of youth athletics. 
CSA is the largest youth girls’ softball 
league in Northwest St. Johns County, 
with more than 390 girls playing recre-

ational and advanced softball. They offer 
two softball seasons: instructional/rec-
reational season in the fall and competi-
tive season in the spring, as well as run 
various camps and clinics throughout 
the year. For more information, go to 
creekssoftball.com. 
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Panthers, Sharks continue to develop identity with each week
By Anthony Richards

We are now in the thick of the high 
school football season and we are be-
ginning to see what this year’s teams 
are made of, and week seven presents 
huge tests for both Nease and Ponte 
Vedra.

The Panthers and the Sharks cur-
rently find themselves on winning 
streaks and they have begun to show 
both a mental and physical toughness 
in recent weeks.

Nease trailed at halftime in con-
secutive weeks to Orange Park and 
Sandalwood, but both times were able 
to come back to win thanks to second 
half charges and lock down defensive 
efforts.

Bryce Frick continues to look com-
fortable since taking over the starting 
quarterback duties and he does not ap-
pear to get bothered by the situations 
around him and his teammates seem to 

feed off his calm presence.
Meanwhile, on the defensive side 

of the ball, the Panthers have shown 
the ability to tighten up when it 
matters most and have shut out their 
opponents in the second half the past 
two weeks, showing that the halftime 
adjustments are working.

They also continue to show a nose 
for the ball and the ability to force 
turnovers, especially with intercep-
tions in the secondary, which are 
starting to add up as the season goes 
on.

The Panthers will need their 
defense and offense to continue its 
forward trajectory as they welcome 
longtime rival St. Augustine High 
to the Panther Den and look to slow 
down an explosive Yellow Jackets 
attack that is averaging 43 points per 
game.

The Yellow Jackets are undefeated 

with an impressive record of 5-0, in-
cluding wins over Bolles, Brunswick 
(Georgia) and Bartram Trail.

For the Ponte Vedra Sharks, they 
are flying high following a massive 
31-0 district win on the road against 
Flagler Palm Coast and return home 
to take on the Bishop Kenny Crusad-
ers (4-1).

The Sharks having been clicking 
in all phases of the game as they are 
coming off their second shutout of the 
season defensively, while also scoring 
30 points or more as an offense for the 
third straight contest.

This defense is starting to develop 
and look the part in every facet, and 
they present a difficult challenge for 
opposing offensive coordinators each 
week, whose objective it is to find the 
chinks in the armor.

However, that is easier said than 
done when going up against the 

Sharks, who have playmakers on each 
level and the cohesion amongst the 
group appears second to none.

The Sharks and Crusaders squared 
off last year in an instant classic that 
saw the Sharks score in the waning 
seconds to win 32-24.

In many ways, that was one of the 
games that sparked the Sharks offense 
at the tail end of last season, and they 
have built off that momentum through 
the offseason and into this year.

Ben Burk continues to spread the 
ball around through the air and Brian 
Case is becoming a walking 100-yard 
rushing game.

The Sharks are looking more and 
more like a state contender with each 
week that passes, but they also know 
that they still have a lot in front of them.

One thing for sure, is that the Shark 
Tank will be rocking after two con-
secutive weeks on the road.

WEEK 7 FOOTBALL PREVIEWWEEK 7 FOOTBALL PREVIEW

Local girls’ youth softball team named 
champions of world series

Contributed photo
Creeks Softball team members celebrate their victory.
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Other

EZ-GO gas cart, uplifted manufac-
tured by Textron, Headlight, taillights 
and premium tires and rims, back 
seal fold down to create golf cart. 
Always garaged , virtually new. Call 
for appointment to meet and view 
anywhere in Nocatee area. 904-571-
4375.

Other

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:  
866-471-2576

Dogs

Use Happy Jack® Skin Balm® on 
cats & dogs to treat hot spots & skin 
allergies without steroids! At Tractor 
Supply® (www.happyjackinc.com)

Travel

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call 
Flight Services for best pricing on 
domestic & international flights in-
side and from the US. Serving Unit-
ed, Delta, American & Southwest 
and many more airlines. Call for 
free quote now! Have travel dates 
ready! 866-245-7709

Auctions

Online Auction Only 
Glades Formulating Corporation 

Assignment for the Benefit of Credi-
tors Case No.:50-2023-CA-013463-
XXXA-MB 
Auction ends: Tues, October 10, 
2023 at 10:00 A.M. 
Assets located in Fort Lauderdale, 
FL 33315. 
2019 Ford F-150 Lariat 4WD Crew 
Cab Pickup Truck, 2019 Ford F-350 
Super Duty Truck, 2002 Sterling 
M8500 Conventional Cab Flatbed 
Truck, 2004 Princeton Z2-3X Truck 
Mounted Piggyback Forklift and 
more! 
Registration, catalog, photos and 
terms available at www.moecker-
auctions.com 
Preview: 10/09 by appointment. Call 
for details (954) 252-2887 | (800) 
840-BIDS  
(No onsite attendance) 
AB-1098  AU-3219, Eric Rubin

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

All Line Ads are 4 lines, 
20 to 25 Characters Per Line. 

*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

CLASSIFIED RATES 2023
Message to Advertisers:
All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 

of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #CALL APRIL SNYDER
285-8831 ext. 1204

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

And join us for service any Sunday at 9:45 a.m.

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
(904) 285-5347 | www.LordofLifePVB.org

Offering PVB’s largest pumpkin patch 
starting October 8th - 31st. 

Now in its 24th year!

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator 
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home or away, protect what 
matters most from unexpected power outages 
with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

SPECIAL  
OFFER

Waiving All 
Installation 
Costs*

*Add’l terms apply. Offer subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Ends 9/30/23. 

CALL NOW

866.753.9521

YOUR BATHROOM.   
YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE  
DAY

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF  
WILSON COUNTY TENNESSEE 

SITTING IN LEBANON

CRYSTAL DAWN SMITH,
Plaintiff/Wife,

vs.
FILE NO.: 2023-DC-205

MICHAEL CHRISTOPHER BLAKE 
SMITH,
Defendant/Husband.
____________________________

PUBLICATION ORDER
____________________________

This case came to be heard on the 
25th day of August 2023 before the 
Honorable Clara W. Byrd, Judge of 
the Circuit Court of Wilson County, 
Tennessee, upon sworn Motion to 
Allow Service by Publication and 
for good cause shown, it is hereby 
ORDERED ADJUDGED and DE-
CREED that:

1.	 MICHAEL CHRISTOPHER 
BLAKE SMITH’s (hereinafter 
“Husband”);

2.	 That CRYSTAL DAWN SMITH’s 
(hereinafter ”Wife”) sworn 
testimony was that Husband’s 
location is unknown;

3.	 That Wife attempted to serve 
Husband via the Secretary of 
State at two (2) separate ad-
dresses; however, said attempts 
were unsuccessful;

4.	 That counsel for Wife has at-
tempted to reach out to Husband 
via Facebook, but said attempt 
was unsuccessful;

5.	 That Husband’s last known 
address to Wife’s knowledge 
was 446 Ocean Vista Avenue, 
St. Augustine, St. John’s County, 
Florida 32080;

6.	 That pursuant to the background 
check ran by counsel for Wife, 
Husband’s last known address is 
851 Bulkhead Road, Green Cove 
Springs, Clay County, Florida 
32043-8304.

7.	 That Wife’s testimony was that 
she knows of no other location in 
which Husband may be found;

8.	 That the best possible notice 
under the circumstances and 
notice reasonably calculated to 
give reasonable actual notice is 
publication in a newspaper which 
circulates in St. John’s County, 
Florida;

9.	 As such, the publication notice 
shall be posted with the Ponte 
Vedra Recorder which circulates 
weekly in St. John’s County 
which is Husband’s last known 
address.

So ORDERED this the 5 day of 
September 2023.
____________________________                                                                        

CLARA W. BYRD, JUDGE
APPROVED FOR ENTRY:

KANE & CROWELL, PLLC
___________________________

LINDSEY W. JOHNSON, # 36839
Attorney for Wife
133 South College Street
Lebanon, Tennessee 37087
(615) 784-4802
Ljohnson@kane-law.com

Thinking of Advertising
in the Recorder?

For more informa�on call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

Thinking of Advertising in the Recorder?  
For more informa�on call (904) 285-8831 to speak with a Sales Rep. today!
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ACROSS
 1.  Flat tableland with 
 steep edges
 5.  Byproduct of fire
10.  Talked
12.  Unique skill
14.  Unembarrassed
16.  Where teenagers go
18.  Boxing’s GOAT
19.  Used to anoint
20.  Reproductive structure 
 found in rust fungi
22.  Auburn great Newton
23.  Some are for Christmas
25.  Dried, split pulses
26.  Self
27.  Where to get your mail
28.  High schoolers’ test
30.  Flightless bird
31.  Expectorated
33.  Practice of
  misrepresenting 
 the truth
35.  Type of patch
37.  French river
38.  Told on
40.  Hillside
41.  Peyton’s little brother
42.  Soviet Socialist Republic
44.  Progressive country 
 musician
45.  Witness
48.  Brews
50.  Yellowish-brown
52.  Arctic explorers (abbr.)
53.  Mexican agave
55.  Type of “cast”
56.  Popular breakfast food
57.  Atomic #52
58.  Position north or south 
 of the equator
63.  Gadget
65.  Another recording
66.  Irregular bulges in 
 cell membranes
67.  Dark brown

DOWN
 1.  Licensed for Wall Street

  2.  Partner to flow
  3.  A very large body 
 of water
  4.  Accumulate on the 
 surface of
  5.  Central cores of stems
  6.  Angry
  7.  Spanish stew: __ podrida
  8.  Fastened with a pin
  9.  On your way: __ route
10.  Soviet labor camp system
11.  Enmities
13.  B complex vitamin
15.  Go quickly
17.  Toast
18.  A team’s best pitcher
21.  Philly culinary specialty
23.  Small child
24.  Unhappy
27.  Trims away
29.  Full of tears

32.  Touch softly
34.  Former OSS
35.  A person’s chest
36.  Came from behind
39.  Fall back
40.  Nellie __, journalist
43.  A part of a river where 
 the current is very fast
44.  Weather
46.  Sports broadcaster Ian
47.  Electroencephalograph
49.  Phenyl salicylate
51.  Web of Things
54.  Ship goods as cargo
59.  The bill in a restaurant
60.  Young female
61.  OJ trial judge
62.  One’s grandmother
64.  West Siberian river

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Home 
Improvements

ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS! If 
you have water damage to your 
home and need cleanup services, 
call us! We’ll get in and work with 
your insurance agency to get your 
home repaired and your life back to 
normal ASAP! Call 877-712-2609

Home 
Improvements

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional 
installation. Top quality - Made in 
the USA.  Call for free consulta-
tion: 866-636-1910.  Ask about our 
specials!

Home 
Improvements

PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and affordably. Pest, 
rodent, termite and mosquito con-
trol.  Call for a quote or inspection 
today 888-498-0446

Leading smart home provider Vivint 
Smart Home has an offer just for 
you. Call 833-303-0851 to get a 
professionally installed home secu-
rity system with $0 activation.

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 855-919-2509

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 888-460-2264

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 844-958-
2473.

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS!  A cheaper alternative to 
high drug store prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial-Only $99!  100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Español
Dental Insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany. Covers 350 procedures. Real insur-ance - not a 
discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-855-526-
1060 www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258
Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Down + Low Monthly Pmt Request 
a free Quote. Call before the next power outage: 1-855-
948-6176
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter protec-tion. Schedule 
free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Af-
fordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 855-761-1725
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. 
Call 1-800-245-0398
HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter where 
you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un-limited Data is 
Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free Installa-
tion.  Call 866-499-0141
Become a published author. We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & distribution. Call for free 
author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet.  Free Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.  Promo Expires 
1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our free shower package 
& $1600 off - limited time! Fi-nancing available. 1-855-
417-1306
MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert 
system. Whether you’re home or away. For safety & 
peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free brochure! 
1-888-489-3936
Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm for 
recipients of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Benefits, 
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android tablet free w/
one-time $20 copay. Free shipping. Call Maxsip Telecom! 
1-833-758-3892
Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have $10k 
or more in debt? Call National Debt Relief to find out 
how to pay off your debt for significantly less than what 
you owe! Free quote: 1-877-592-3616
Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free info package & learn how to 
get rid of your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. 833-308-1971
DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB Games! 
Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 
devices at once. HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice 
Package or higher.) No contract or hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-866-859-0405
Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get up to 100% 
back on vet bills? Physicians Mutual Insur-ance Company 
has pet coverage that can help! Call 1-844-774-0206 to 
get a free quote or visit insurebarkmeow.com/ads
Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. No obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN LOG HOMES  
is assisting estate and account  
settlement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 
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(904) 479-3389(904) 479-3389
4700 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32216 | www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com

THE LAST OF A GAS BURNING THE LAST OF A GAS BURNING 
SUPERCHARGED V-8 SEDAN SUPERCHARGED V-8 SEDAN 
BEFORE THEY GO ELECTRIC!BEFORE THEY GO ELECTRIC!

BRING IN THIS AD TO OBTAIN THESE PRICESBRING IN THIS AD TO OBTAIN THESE PRICES

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY - READY TO DRIVE OFF THE LOT!

2014 FORD FLEX

SALE PRICE $15,450
96,273 MILES | STOCK# EBD43100

2018 GMC YUKON XL

SALE PRICE $ 41,580
62,999 MILES | STOCK# JR120922

2019 BUICK REGAL SPORTBACK

SALE PRICE $26,280
29,897 MILES | STOCK# K1025575 

2019 CADILLAC XT4

SALE PRICE $29,110
47,151 MILES | STOCK# KF139841

2019 TOYOTA TACOMA 4WD

SALE PRICE $34,488
57,328 MILES | STOCK# KM237133

2023 AUDI S8

SALE PRICE $96,340
16,599 MILES | STOCK# PN001547

2015 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

SALE PRICE $16,988
116,797 MILES | STOCK# FC195846

2021 CHEVROLET EQUINOX

SALE PRICE $17,780
63,106 MILES | STOCK# M6113482

2014 FORD FOCUS

SALE PRICE $9,120
80,936 MILES | STOCK# EL458257

2020 CADILLAC CT5

SALE PRICE $32,488
23,969 MILES | STOCK# L0156324

CT5-V BLACKWING 
$104,020

 WITH THIS AD!
P0860571

 CT5-V BLACKWING 
$104,730 

 WITH THIS AD!
P0810290 

 CT5-V BLACKWING 
$98,120  

 WITH THIS AD!
N0860424  

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY - READY TO DRIVE OFF THE LOT!


