
Photo by Anthony Richards
Ozzie Bilotta has been collecting rare vintage toys for decades and now looks to showcase his passion to the local community with the creation 
of the Bilotta Collection in Ponte Vedra Beach. His wife Kristine (left) and son Andrew (right) help make it a true family-run operation. Read the 
full story beginning on page 10.
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Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of 
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —  
we’ll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to  
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at  
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

BRIEFS
Mystery writers’ focus is 
jury selection research

This month’s meeting of 
the Northeast Florida Sisters 
in Crime will start at noon 
Saturday, Nov. 4, at the 
Ponte Vedra Beach Branch 
Library. Join fellow writ-
ers and readers of mystery 
novels to hear tips that will 

enhance your descriptive text and your enjoy-
ment of reading intriguing court case dialogue.

Conducting a “mock jury” is a valuable tool 
for defense and prosecution attorneys. This re-
search technique can reveal, for example, how 
specific witnesses will be perceived by jurors.

This month’s speaker, Nancy Ulrich-Suddath, 
is the founder of Ulrich Research Services, a 
full-service marketing research firm in Clay 
County. Her area of expertise has been in quali-
tative research, but she has conducted more 
than 6,000 focus groups and hundreds of mock 
juries. She has collected “a platter full of life’s 
interesting tidbits” through her research.

The group welcomes misters and sisters to 
learn more about writing, promoting and enjoy-
ing crime fiction.

For further information, go to floridasis-
tersincrime@gmail.com.

PLAYERS general parking lot has reached 
capacity on March 10

Tournament officials have announced that 
THE PLAYERS Championship’s general park-
ing lot has reached capacity for Friday, March 
10, but parking passes could still be available 
on THE PLAYERS’ verified resale site (via 
THEPLAYERS.com/parking). THE PLAYERS 
does not control or regulate pricing on the veri-
fied resale site.

Fans are encouraged to use alternative modes 
of transportation to the tournament, including 
rideshare; a shuttle service from downtown 
Jacksonville; a new, free shuttle service on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday (March 10-12) 
from several locations in Nocatee; and bikes or 
golf carts.

More information about THE PLAYERS is 
available at THEPLAYERS.com. 

Affordable housing is Democratic Club topic
The Ponte Vedra Democratic Club will hold 

its monthly meeting March 28 at the Ponte Ve-
dra Beach Library, 101 Library Road. Chat and 
chew start at 5:30 p.m., and the meeting begins 

at 6 p.m. The program will be a panel with Bill 
Lazar, CEO of St. John’s Housing Partnership, 
and others in the affordable housing industry 
discussing the status of affordable housing in St 
John’s County

For further information, email jkary@veri-
zon.net.

Job hunters workshop topic: ‘Re-Emerging 
Post COVID’

The public is invited to attend the next Savvy 
Job Hunters workshop, “Re-Emerging Post 
COVID: Tips & Tools for Success,” presented 
by Coach J. Dianne Tribble, CPMCT, At the 
Table certified professional health-and-well-
ness, business-and-life master coach, global 
speaker, accredited corporate trainer, pub-
lished author and business start-up consultant.

With the onset of the pandemic, the public 
had to embrace new ways of doing things to 
be productive, successful and to drive winning 
results. People went from onsite meetings and 
events to getting very comfortable on virtual 
platforms. The time has come to re-emerge. 
Tribble will share valuable tips and tools to 
assist attendees in the process.

So, grab a coffee and fire up your Zoom 
connection.

The presentation begins at 10 a.m. on March 
31, but people are encouraged to log in 10-15 
minutes prior for a brief networking session. 
The room will be kept open for a while after 
the presentation for additional questions and 
conversation. If there are additional questions 
or concerns prior to the presentation, contact 
Pam Ottesen at pottesen66@gmail.com. 

Register in advance at: https://us02web.
zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0sfuCorT-
stEtRRgq35TZL7fb8ntdIBBGkq.

After registering, you will receive a con-
firmation email containing information about 
joining the meeting.

Repticon Jacksonville set for March 11-12
Repticon, a recognized leader in hosting 

reptile and exotic animal expos throughout 
the United States, is coming to Jacksonville 
with a mixture of vendors and breeders. This 
family-oriented, fun-filled event offers guests 
the opportunity to learn about animals not nor-
mally seen in local pet stores. Breeder-vendors 
are always willing to teach in their field of 
herpetology. 

Subscription Rates, Bulk Mail: 
One year, $40; six months, $20. Rates 
not applicable in Canada or overseas. 
To subscribe, call (904) 285-8831.
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SOLD

Exceptional View in Sawgrass Country Club
Beautifully updated home in Sandpiper Cove in Sawgrass CC. Cul-de-sac lot, spectacular  

water to golf views. Built for year-round outdoor living with both a winter lanai with 
fireplace off the living room and a summer lanai off the family room with pool,  

spa and summer kitchen. 
3 Bedrooms, 4  Bathrooms, 1 Half Bathroom  $1,800,000

Oceanfront Home on Ponte Vedra Blvd. 
This oceanfront home on Ponte Vedra Blvd. with 110 ft. of 

ocean frontage sold for lot value only at $10,500,000.

Spacious living with pool/spa and lake-to-preserve views in Deercreek CC, making it ideal for 
easy commutes. Owner’s suite is located on 1st floor along with living room, dining room, 
kitchen, butler’s pantry, powder room, family room and office. Upstairs are 3 additional and 
spacious bedrooms, 2 full baths plus a flex space/theatre room. Sellers have many updates 
including fully renovated kitchen and bathrooms. Don’t miss this one!!

Amazing Vistas in Deercreek Country Club

 4 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, 1 Half Bath  $930,000

Luxury Intracoastal Estate
Private 4+ acre waterfront estate, custom-built with the utmost quality and security.  

10,956 ft.² of expansive eastern views of the Intracoastal Waterway, 160 feet of water front-
age, designed for year-round outdoor living complete with a 25,000-gallon salt chlorinated 
pool, hot tub, dock and boatlift. Come enjoy unrivaled privacy just minutes away from the 

world-renowned Mayo Clinic and Atlantic Ocean.
 5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, 4 Half Baths, $6,950,000

SOLD

Elegantly appointed 1-story ranch home with water to preserve views. Sought-after Marsh 
Landing Country Club. Fully equipped with open floorplan, the flow of the home is comfortable 

and easy. Spacious screened porch off of formal living room provides nice space for casual  
entertaining and perfect spot to watch the wildlife in the backyard lagoon sanctuary.

5 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms  $1,500,000

SOLD

Marsh Landing Country Club

SOLD

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!
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‘Downtown Palm Valley’ gains early approvals
By Shaun Ryan

 
The first step toward the development 

of a “downtown Palm Valley” received an 
early success Wednesday, Feb. 22, with 
approval of its design and a key zoning 
variance.

The Palm Valley/Ponte Vedra Archi-
tectural Review Committee voted in 
favor of both requests, 4-1 with chairman 
Sean Mulhall absent. The public hearing 
was conducted at the Ponte Vedra Public 
Library.

The project concerns a mixed-use com-
mercial development at the northwestern 
corner of North Roscoe Boulevard and 
Canal Boulevard along the Intracoastal 
Waterway. The 2.64-acre property 
would contain three restaurants, two for 
daytime/evening service and the third, 
coffee-style serving breakfast.

At the Feb. 22 meeting, applicant Joe 
Loretta of Halff Associates presented site 
maps and illustrations of the proposed 
development.

The two full-service restaurants (7,454 

and 6,067 square feet in area) would 
have 220 and 200 seats and share an 
outdoor area that could be used for extra 
dining. The breakfast-style restaurant 
(2,560 square feet) would have 100 seats. 
Regulations require the property to have 
142 parking spaces, but the developer is 
planning 144.

The property would have two points 
of ingress/egress, one on North Roscoe 
Boulevard and the other on Canal Bou-
levard.

Though the property is required to pro-

vide a 50-foot setback from the road for 
the buildings, the applicant requested the 
zoning variance reducing that setback to 
30 feet, essentially eliminating a 20-foot 
buffer. Loretta explained that this would 
allow the creation of 17 angled parking 
spaces along the property’s southern bor-
der along Canal Boulevard for use by the 
general public. The spaces would not be 
reserved solely for restaurant patrons.

This would also allow for a walkway 
between the spaces and the development.
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OBITUARIES
Arthur Morris Busbia

Arthur Morris Busbia of Jacksonville, Florida, passed 
away peacefully at the age of 85 on Thursday, February 16, 
2023.

He is preceded in death by his parents, Eugene and Inez 
Busbia; his brother, Roger Busbia; his sister, Betty Pratt; 
and his beloved wife, Linda Florence Busbia.

Morris was born November 23, 1937, in Jacksonville, 
Florida. He served in the United States Marines and gradu-
ated from Florida State University in 1962, where he was a 
member of Sigma Chi fraternity. He was appointed by the 
Governor of Florida to serve on the State Crime Compensa-
tion Commission. He then founded the Busbia Insurance 
Agency, which he owned and operated for over 25 years. 

He is survived by his children, Mark Busbia (Jane), and 
Kierstan Greif (Michael); his grandchildren, Kayleigh 
Fuller, Brenna Greif, William Greif, Devon Ferguson, and 
Connor Busbia; and his great-grandchildren, Lily and Kiera.

Morris was a loving father, cherished grandfather, public 
servant, community leader, and dear friend. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to the Florida 
State University Foundation, 850-644-0753.

Funeral service was held at Ponte Vedra Presbyterian 
Church on Saturday, February 25, 2023, at 11 a.m. 

Please sign the online guestbook at www.pontevedraval-
ley.com. 

Ponte Vedra Beach Rotary Club 
holding luxury trip raffle

A luxury vacation stay in Hawaii, Italy, Ireland, Las 
Vegas or Belize will go to the winner of the Rotary 
Club of Ponte Vedra Beach’s luxury trip raffle, tickets 
for which are now on sale.

Tickets for the trip raffle are $100 each or five for 
$400 and may be purchased online at mineralcitycel-
ebration.com/raffle-trips. The winner will be able to 
choose from five exotic destinations: Hawaii, Ireland, 
Rome/Tuscany, Las Vegas or Belize. Full descriptions 
of each trip are available on the Mineral City Celebra-
tion website, mineralcitycelebration.com.

The winner of the raffle will be announced live at 
the Rotary Club’s annual Mineral City Celebration 
gala; the winner does not need to be present to win.

This year’s gala will be held May 13 at the Saw-
grass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa. The theme is “The 
Rat Pack.” Guests will be transported back to 1960s 
Las Vegas when Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Sammy 

Davis Jr. and their cohorts ruled the Vegas Strip. In 
addition to the luxury trip raffle, the gala will fea-
ture a cocktail reception, dinner, a silent auction and 
entertainment by nationally acclaimed Frank Sinatra 
tribute artist Michael Dutra.

A special highlight of the gala will be the presen-
tation of the “Rock of the Community Award” to 
Jacksonville Jaguars legend and Pro Football Hall 
of Fame inductee Tony Boselli in recognition of his 
philanthropic contributions to the local community 
through The Boselli Foundation.

The Mineral City Celebration is the signature an-
nual fundraising event for the Rotary Club of Ponte 
Vedra Beach. Proceeds from the event have benefited 
more than two dozen local nonprofit organizations 
and charities.

To purchase raffle tickets, gala tickets or for more 
information, go to mineralcitycelebration.com.

Guests can also shop for a new family pet among 
the hundreds of reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates, 
spiders and small exotic animals. Also available will 
be cages, supplies and both live and frozen feeders, as 
well as expert advice. 

This event will be held at the Greater Jacksonville 

Agricultural Fair & Expo Center. The show hours are 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, March 11, and 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Sunday, March 12. Ticket options are only sold 
online: $15 Super Ticket, $12 Saturday, $10 Saturday 
after 1 p.m., $12 Sunday, $6 for children ages 5-12, 
with children 4 and younger admitted free. For more 
information and to find tickets go to https://repticon.
com/florida/jacksonville.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Briefs
Continued from 2
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MARSH LANDING COUNTRY CLUB REALTY | 904.347.9327
25655 Marsh Landing Parkway • Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida 32082

www.mlccrealty.com 
All properties listed are in Ponte Vedra unless otherwise noted.

YOUR ON SITE MARSH LANDING REALTORS

DAVID J. DARCH
904.962.4884
pontevedraproperties
@yahoo.com

Your
Waterfront 
Specialist 2641 S. PONTE VEDRA BLVD.

$1,295,000 - Furnished

SOLD

123 FIRST STREET #503
$1,250,000 - Freshly Painted

SOLD

Your Real Estate Experts from the Beaches and Beyond

CICI ANDERSON
904.537.0457

FOUNDING REALTOR MLCC REALTY
cicisellsjax@gmail.com

#CiciSellsJax

JENNA FISHER
904.881.4201

jennasellsjax@gmail.com
#JennaSellsJax

C I C I  A N D E R S O N  &  J E N N A  F I S H E RC I C I  A N D E R S O N  &  J E N N A  F I S H E R  

14402 MARINA SAN PABLO
#804 - $1,195,000

Pending

351 POSSUM TROT RD.
$1,499,000 - Preserve at Palm Valley

Pending

14350 MARINA SAN PABLO PL. #8
$1,175,000 - Jacksonville

SOLD

112 BENT PINE CT.
$2,575,000 - Marsh Landing

SOLD First Day

109 25TH AVE. S. #O-16
$353,900 - Jacksonville Beach

SOLD

14402 MARINA SAN PABLO PL.
#406 - $1,449,000 - Partially Furnished

New Listing

14402 MARINA SAN PABLO PL.
#203 - $999,000

New Listing

1214 S. KYLE WAY
$699,999 - St. Johns

New Flooring

13810 SUTTON PARK DR. N. #232
$295,000 - Jacksonville

New Listing

24761 HARBOUR VIEW DR.
$5,500,000 - Marsh Landing Lot

24237 MARSH LANDING PKWY.
$2,395,000 - Marsh Landing

Pending
#2 Top Small Residential 

Real Estate Team 
Northeast Florida

JACKSONVILLE BUSINESS JOURNAL
BOOK OF LISTS - 2021 & 2022

“It’s All About You”

Cici Anderson
& Jenna Fisher

Contact us for any of your real estate needs and for a complimentary estimate of your home’s value!

TISH FROCKT
Realtor, PA, 
Sales & Marketing 
Coordinator
904.710.3862
tishsellsjax@gmail.com

BUY or SELL with us and receive a complimentary Initiation fee for Social Membership to Marsh Landing CC.    Some restrictions apply.

Intracoastal Waterfront

Boat Slip in Harbour

14431MARINA SAN PABLO PL. S.
1,325,000

New Listing

Under Contract in 5 Days

14419 MARINA SAN PABLO PL. S.
$1,449,000 - with 50’ Boat Slip

New Listing
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Houston Bowles

Houston Bowles is tournament chairman for this year’s PLAYERS Championship. In this role, he oversees the 2,000-or-so volunteers 
who support the PGA TOUR’s flagship event. He also represents THE PLAYERS at speaking engagements throughout the year. Bowles 
is a federal account manager for North Florida at Florida Blue. A resident of Atlantic Beach, he has lived on the First Coast since 1998. 
A PLAYERS volunteer over the years, he has served on the committees for the Benefactor Tent, commissary, corporate hospitality, 
ecology, general parking, off-site parking, volunteer parking, VIP parking and walking scorers.  

As told to Shaun Ryan

Tell us a little about yourself and your background.
I was born and raised in the Washington, D.C., area 

and have lived in the greater Jacksonville area for over 20 
years. My wife and I live in Atlantic Beach and have two 
daughters, Ellie and Kadie. 

How did you first become involved with THE PLAYERS?
Being a golf fan, it was a no-brainer for me to get 

involved with the tournament. I first came as a fan in 1998 
and knew I had to be a part of the tournament, so the very 
next year I started volunteering in the Corporate Hospital-
ity committee. This will be my 24th year as a volunteer, 
and each and every year it just gets better and better.

What do you enjoy most about what THE PLAYERS of-
fers and your current role?

As one of the oldest professional sports events on the 
First Coast, I appreciate that THE PLAYERS served as a 
gateway for so many other professional sports franchises 
and events. THE PLAYERS offers exposure to the sport 
for younger generations, service to others for the volun-
teers, support for so many worthy causes and economic 
benefits for the community. As the chairman, I enjoy 
seeing others enjoying the experience of the tournament 
— the crowds of fans cheering, the pride of the sponsors 
and vendors representing their businesses, the volunteers 
working hard, knowing their efforts serve our local com-
munity, and the PGA staff fulfilling the goal of running an 
amazing experience.

Do you have some goals as tournament chairman? 
I think every chairman hopes for a tournament without 

any issues — good weather, great attendance, and record-
breaking fundraising to distribute to our charities — but 
most especially NO pandemics.

You’ve had a chance to observe the impact of THE PLAY-
ERS on the local community. Can you tell us a little bit 
about what you’ve seen?

The impact of THE PLAYERS here in our community 
is unparalleled. Obviously, it is our responsibility to be 
good citizens in the communities where we live, work and 
host one of the world’s most recognized sporting events 
in the world, but to be able to see the reactions of the 
nonprofit charities each and every time is remarkable. It’s 
a testament to the continued commitment from our volun-
teers, the proud partners, civic leaders, fans and frankly 
everyone in Northeast Florida. It’s truly remarkable. 

What do you enjoy most about living on the First Coast?
The First Coast grabs you once you really experience it, 

warmer than winter, but just enough to enjoy a good fire. 
There is always an outdoor activity to do whether in your 
backyard or just down the road.  

How do you like to spend your free time?
Playing golf, of course.

Photo courtesy of the PGA TOUR
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Ponte Vedra Welcomes

BUY and SELL with confidence: 

Gold • Silver  
Jewelry  • Diamonds • Watches

PONTEVEDRACOIN.COM

  

2 Fairfield Blvd, Ponte Vedra Beach  
Right Off A1A • (904)686-7686

FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS

Vedra
Ponte Premier

Dental

Dr. Kevin neal  |  Dr. Michael Winter
Dr. Andy Maples  |  Dr. Brian Maples

100 Professional Dr.  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(904) 285-8407  |  www.pvpdental.com

Experience the good a simple smile can do.

FOX’s Kilmeade broadcasts show from local diner
By Shaun Ryan

“FOX & Friends” co-host Brian 
Kilmeade spent Tuesday morning at 
the Metro Diner in Ponte Vedra Beach 
where the show’s signature “Breakfast 
With Friends” segment was broadcast 
live. Fans who had queued up outside the 
restaurant in the predawn hours quickly 
claimed every available seat once the 
doors were opened prior to the 6 a.m. start 
of the three-hour show.

The FOX News Channel personal-
ity used the times when the broadcast 
shifted away from the diner to speak with 
the patrons, asking their opinions of the 
economy, crime, the Jacksonville Jaguars 
and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis.

He also spoke remotely with DeSantis 
about the governor’s decision to end the 
Walt Disney Company’s self-governing 
status in Orlando. The Disney property 
has been placed under the supervision of 
a state board and the company has been 
ordered to pay its share of taxes.

Early in Tuesday’s segment, Kilmeade 
also talked about DeSantis’ newly re-
leased book, “The Courage to Be Free.” 
Later, he spoke remotely with Sen. Tom 
Cotton of Arkansas.

Kilmeade interviewed several local 
guests during the program: WOKV con-
servative talk radio host Mark Kaye, Jack-
sonville Sheriff T.K. Waters and Lynyrd 

Skynyrd lead vocalist Johnny Van Zant.
Franchise owner John Davoli said the 

broadcast was arranged after FOX News 
contacted the Metro Diner’s marketing 
company to make the request. Though the 
restaurant doesn’t normally open until 7 
a.m., Davoli opened an hour early to ac-
commodate the broadcast.

Anticipating an influx of patrons, he 
brought in an extra eight team members. 
Considering the swell of customers, it was 
the right call.

“It’s been a pretty amazing turnout,” 
Davoli said.

Sitting at one of the tables were 

Julie Stevens and Frank Keaveney, who 
said they were “big fans” and had met 
Kilmeade at the recent Fox Nation Patriot 
Awards at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino in Hollywood, Florida.

Stevens said they watch “FOX & 
Friends” every day, including weekends.

Asked what it means to them to have 

the show originate from a local diner, 
Keaveney said, “I love it. It’s our point of 
view. We enjoy meeting people that think 
like us.” Local Realtor Janet Westling was 
among those present.

NOTE: To see more photos from the 
event, go to pontevedrarecorder.com.

“FOX & Friends” co-host Brian Kilmeade speaks with Metro Diner 
patrons Tuesday morning.

Photos by Shaun Ryan
Brian Kilmeade greets Lynyrd Skynyrd lead vocalist Johnny Van Zant.



Ponte Vedra Recorder · March 2, 20238   COMMUNITY NEWS

405 Solana Road, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 palmsatpontevedra.com

Assisted Living and Memory Care 

Call Today! 904.686.3700

Be a  
Healthier You!

Nutrition
•Fresh! Never frozen!
•Healthy menu selections!
•We grow our own herbs!

Exercise
•On-Site Physical Therapy
•Daily Exercise Classes
•Fitness Center
•Water Therapy, Aqua Fit Classes

Emotional Wellness
•Caring, Attentive Staff
•One-on-One Activities
•Monthly Support Meetings
•Personalized Care Plans

THE PLAYERS grants dream day surprises
By Anthony Richards

THE PLAYERS week is a highly anticipated 
time for so many local residents, but for two 
children who have battled cancer and their 
families, this year’s tournament will mean even 
more.

For 6-year-old Jackson Kirby and 8-year-
old Savannah Gainey the 2023 edition of THE 
PLAYERS will be one they will never forget 
thanks to the championship presenting them 
and their families with a VIP experience during 
a celebration ceremony at the TPC Sawgrass 
clubhouse Feb. 22.

The experience will allow them to get up 
close and personal with the best golfers in the 
world as they prepare for the PGA TOUR’s 
marquee event during the practice round March 
8.

Jackson began experiencing leg pain when 
he was 3 years old, which was initially thought 
to be typical growing pains after a X-ray came 
back normal.

However, at the start of 2020 his mom felt 
three big lumps on his head and biopsies were 
taken from Jackson’s abdominal lymph nodes, 
which were found to be pressing on the nerves 
to his legs.

The results revealed stage four high-risk neu-
roblastoma, but Jackson is cancer free following 
repeated rounds of chemotherapy, 12 rounds of 
proton radiation, five rounds of immunotherapy 

and a stem-cell transplant.
Jackson’s mom Samantha Kirby thanked 

THE PLAYERS and Dreams Come True for 
helping do their part in making the tough time 
the family has been through brighter.

“Dreams Come True has been wonderful and 
has really kept us involved and excited about 
things, which is nice to have something to do 
and think about when you’re going through 
such a hard time,” Kirby said. “It’s nice to just 
get out of the house and interact with other chil-
dren and families who understand the heartache 
you’re going through.”

Savannah was diagnosed with ovarian cancer 
a year ago and she has been receiving sup-
port from the Tom Coughlin Jay Fund along 
the way. Her favorite golfers are Tiger Woods, 
Justin Thomas and Rory McIlroy.

SURPRISES  continues on Page 14

Photos by Anthony Richards
Savannah Gainey and Jackson Kirby and their families were surprised with a VIP 
experience by THE PLAYERS.

Jackson Kirby signs trading cards he brought for 
everyone in attendance.
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WE BUY EXCEPTIONAL AUTOMOBILES
Classics  —  Sports  —  Convertibles  —  Trucks  —   SUVs

WE WILL COME TO YOU!     Rhys Slaughter  —  904-580-8000   —   SHOWROOM - ST AUGUSTINE

Flagler’s Delaney speaks at Chamber at noon
Flagler College president John Delaney was the guest 

speaker at the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce 
Ponte Vedra Beach Division’s chamber at noon event 
Feb. 15 at Marsh Landing Country Club. He spoke about 
how the college benefits the county and the school’s new 
classics program.

Photos provided by St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce 
Ponte Vedra Beach Division

Beth Sweeny, Isabelle Renault, John Delaney and Kathleen 
Floryan.

Several members of the St. Johns County Chamber of 
Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division attended the event.

Flagler College president John Delaney was the guest 
speaker during the Feb. 15 Chamber at noon at Marsh 
Landing Country Club.

Delaney spoke about Flagler College’s benefits to St. Johns 
County and the school’s new classics program offered.
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Step back in time with Bilotta 
Collection’s rare toy showcase

By Anthony Richards

The Bilotta Collection is Ponte 
Vedra’s newest attraction and it of-
fers something unique to the area as a 
result.

The multi-million-dollar collection 
located off of State Road A1A at 151 
Sawgrass Corners Drive, Suite 104, 
features an eclectic mix of vintage and 
sci-fi toys with everything from rare tin 
robots to playable arcade machines and 
full-size robots.

One of the first things seen on a tour 
of the collection is a wall lined with 
iconic movie posters of early sci-fi 
films, such as “War of the Worlds,” 
“The Day the Earth Stood Still” and 
“Forbidden Planet.”

One of the things that owner Ozzie 
Bilotta takes pride in is the fact that 
visitors to the collection can get up 
close and personal with some of the 

rarest toys in the world.
“I started collecting in 1986, and 

I was actually at an antique show 
down in Fort Lauderdale with my then 
girlfriend, now wife, and I ran across 
this couple who were retired and had a 
table set up with these vintage tin toys 
that I had never seen before,” Bilotta 
said. “I was fascinated by them with 
their actions and colors. That is what 
started the obsession with collecting.”

He has continued that passion over 
the decades and it eventually got to the 
point where he needed to find more 
space and the idea for the Bilotta Col-
lection was born.

“During that era in the ‘80s, you 
could only find things in trade publica-
tions or at live shows at convention 
centers,” Bilotta said. “By the mid ‘90s 
we got into the internet era and the 
whole dynamics of how you find things 
shifted.”

“In the last half decade it got to 
the point where the collection really 
outgrew display in a normal home,” 
Bilotta chuckled.

The family moved to Ponte Vedra 
Beach in 2019 and that is when he 
decided to explore his interest in com-
mercial real estate as well with the 
purchase and remodeling of the collec-
tion’s current building.

According to Bilotta, the term col-
lection is probably better than calling 
it a museum, because anything in the 
collection can be purchased for the 
right offer.

Because the items within the collec-
tion are so rare, that also means that 
they are extremely valuable, many of 
them ranging between $20,000 to more 
than $100,000 and involved Bilotta 
taking part in several bidding wars.

One “Machine Man” robot with its 
original box cost Bilotta $160,000 in 

2020, which set an auction record for 
the most expensive tin robot ever sold.

“To my knowledge, there’s only 
three of those type of robots boxed in 
the world,” Bilotta said. “Most people 
have never seen any items or toys like 
this before. If you know the history, 
these are all very iconic pieces.”

The collection has lots of early 
anime from Japan, such as “Speed 
Racer,” “Astro Boy” and others that 
may not have ever made it over to the 
U.S.

However, the more you weave 
through the collection, the more it 
becomes apparent of the array of toys 
that make it up.

There are unique changeups to ac-
company the sci-fi and anime, such as 
Batman collectibles, early versions of 
Mickey Mouse, pre-World War II era 

BILOTTA continues on Page 11

Photo by Anthony Richards
1950s sci-fi rocket rides are one of the many things on display at the Bilotta Collection.

Step back in time with Bilotta 
Collection’s rare toy showcase
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BIGGEST WINDOW & DOOR
SALE OF THE YEAR !

$300 OFF
   Every Window*

+ No Money Down, 
No Payments,

and No Interest
 for 12 Months*

$825 OFF
 all Patio Doors*

WINDOWS THAT INSPIRE

LI
M

IT

ED TIME OFFER31
DAY

 SALE

Official Replacement
Window And Door Partner Of The 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS

Get A Complimentary Window & Door Design Consultation  |  855-830-2420  |  RBAFLA.com
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toys and a room just for fortune teller 
machines.

“At some point I realized that I 
wanted to have more than just toys,” 
Bilotta said.

Although the majority of the collec-
tion is visual, there are certain ma-
chines that are still working and will 
be in operation providing sounds and 
special effects that add to the experi-
ence as a whole.

A few of the machines can even 
be played with the right number of 
quarters.

The collection is unique in so many 
ways, but one of the most unique is 
that it has the ability to appeal across 
generations, which means the entire 
family can go on a tour and share in the 
same amazement.

For parents and grandparents, they 
can reminisce about the toys they may 
have grown up with or the characters 

and shows they know so much about, 
while the younger generations who 
were not around when the toys were 
first created can enjoy the stories their 
family members have to tell.

At the end of the day, the Bilotta 
Collection has created an atmosphere 
that captures the imagination and won-
der of children and adults.

Bilotta 
Continued from 10

Toy robots of all shapes and sizes make up the eclectic mix of rare items 

featured at the Bilotta Collection in Ponte Vedra Beach. Vintage arcade machines add to the collection’s unique vibe.

Photos by Anthony Richards
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Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery

FDI-1867L-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

%
APY*

%
APY*

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 02/22/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository 
institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that 
when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields 
quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are 
registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

David C Leavitt 
Financial Advisor

816 A 1 A North Suite 208 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082-3219 
904-373-0675

1-year 18-month

5.00 4.90
2-year

4.80

The link announces this month’s events
The following events will be held this 

month at the link, 425 Town Plaza Ave., 
Ponte Vedra.

Collisions & Coffee
Monthly meetup and networking from 9 

a.m. to 10:30 a.m. on the first Wednesday of 
each month.

Designed to bring people together in a great 
setting where ideas flow freely, to network and 

discuss business and entrepreneurship. The 
goal is to bring people together who may not 
interact in everyday life. Attendees can expect 
to be “intentionally collided,” connecting and 
building relationships. This event is open to 
members and nonmembers of the link. Go to 
app.thelink.zone to register.

Kids Night Out = Parents Night Out
5:30 to 9:30 p.m. March 11 and 25.
Ages 4-11

Kids Night Out events offer parents a chance 
to drop off the kids in a safe and fun environ-
ment while they go out on their own. Kids 
Night Out happens twice a month. There is a PJ 
pizza party, movies to watch, games to enjoy, 

arts and crafts, dance parties and more. This 
event is open to members and nonmembers of 
the link. Go to app.thelink.zone to register.

RiccioFit Fitness Bootcamp 
Free trial class. 9-9:45 a.m. March 11.
Ages 14 and older

This 45-minute, boot-camp-style workout 
will focus on building strength and cardiovas-
cular conditioning with functional training 
movements using bodyweight and kettlebells. 
This fires up your metabolism and helps you 
get into great shape in a fun, supportive and 
safe environment. The event is open to mem-
bers and nonmembers of the link. Go to app.
thelink.zone to register.

Immersive Dining Experience — Asian 
Fusion
6-8:30 p.m. March 26

Get ready for a dining experience like no 
other. Chef Wesley transports diners to Asia 
during the link’s Immersive Dining Experience. 
This multi-sensory dining experience features 
the sights, sounds, smells and tastes of Asia. 
Enjoy cuisine inspired from Japan, Pacific 
Island, China, Philippines and more.

This event is open to members and non-
members of the link. Go to app.thelink.zone to 
read the full menu and chef’s bio and register 
for seats. It’s a small intimate atmosphere of 32 
seats maximum capacity.



Ponte Vedra Recorder · March 2, 2023 NOCATEE HAPPENINGS   13

280 PONTE VEDRA BOULEVARD  |  904.285.6927  |  RSALES@PVRESORTS.COM  |   PVCLUBREALTY.COM

PONTE VEDRA CLUB REALTY

205 NORTH WIND CT. | PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL
$2,475,000 | LISTED BY KELLEY PIERCE

8200 SHADE TREE CT. | JACKSONVILLE, FL
$1,395,000 | LISTED BY KRIZIA GONZALEZ

Preferred Membership Initiation fee pricing for the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, The Lodge & Club, Epping Forest Yacht & Country Club and The River Club
is available exclusively through Ponte Vedra Club Realty.  Call us today to see how to take advantage of this offer.

5  BEDROOMS  |  5 BATHS  |  1 HALF BATH  |  4,201 SQ. FT.

FEATURED PROPERTIES

4  BEDROOMS  |  4 BATHS  |  4,153 SQ. FT.

Experience a unique 
immersive dining 

adventure at the link
If you’re looking for an evening out 

with a difference, look no further than the 
Immersive Dining Experience at the link. 
These events are designed to transport 
diners to another world, and the upcom-
ing Asian fusion event will add to the 
international flavor of the series. It will 
be an evening of delicious food and wine, 
as well as some fascinating company.

The unique studio offers guests an 
immersive experience like no other, 
complete with stunning visuals and 
delicious food. Indian fusion and Ital-
ian cuisine were recently served in the 
studio. Chef Wesley Nogueira will take 
guests on a culinary journey through Asia 
as he serves up a delectable four-course 
Asian fusion meal that is inspired by the 
cuisines of Japan, Pacific Islands, China, 
India and Philippines.

The evening will begin with an intro-
duction of the chef and a short movie on 
the 10-by-20-foot LED video wall. Wine 
is served in the lobby while guests meet 

with other food enthusiasts. They will 
then be invited to the immersive studio 
and, course-by-course, immersed in Asia.

The dinner will be held at 6-8:30 p.m. 
March 26 at the link, 425 Town Plaza 
Ave., Ponte Vedra.

The Flagler Health+ 360-degree im-
mersive studio, the largest studio of 
its kind in the United States, has eight 
projectors that cast stunning imagery 
onto about 1,000 square feet of surface. 
This studio is located at the link, an 
award-winning smart building that is at 
the forefront of embracing technology 
for smart workspaces, event spaces and 
experiences.

To read the chef’s bio, see the menu or 
purchase tickets, go to app.thelink.zone. 
A limited number of tickets is available 
now.

Tickets also available at eventbrite.
com/e/immersive-dining-experience-
asian-fusion-tickets-523001460447?aff=e
bdssbdestsearch
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Flagler Health+ provides the health, wellness, and innovative 
care you deserve, in convenient locations you’ll appreciate. It’s 
total wellness meets total convenience. That’s the power of +. 

Heart & Vascular Care, Imaging, 
Laboratory, Pediatrics, Primary Care 
Urgent Care, Women’s Care 
904.819.3000

VILLAGE AT NOCATEE

Concierge Care, Integrative Medicine, 
Geriatrics, Family Medicine, Heart & 
Vascular Care, Imaging, Laboratory, 
Orthopedics, Primary Care, Health 
Coaching, Medical Spa 
904.819.4242

Primary Care, Family Medicine  
904.819.3200

PALENCIA

Family Medicine (birth - geriatrics) 
904.819.1006

Family Medicine (birth - geriatrics) 
904.819.1005

Family Medicine (birth - geriatrics) 
904.824.3777

Family Medicine (ages 6 and older) 
386.445.1100

JULINGTON CREEK

WHETSTONE PLACE

CYPRESS POINT

GREENBRIAR
off of CR 210

VILLAGE AT MURABELLA
next to World Golf Village

Learn more at FlaglerHealth.org

The orthopedic team at 
Ortho One provides extensive 

solutions to auto accident 
injuries, workers’ compensation 

injuries, and sports injuries. 

(904) 619-3048  • www.orthoonejacksonville.com

1851 Old Moultrie Rd., St. Augustine, FL 32086
1760 Edgewood Avenue W

Jacksonville, FL 32208
6100 Kennerly Rd, #202
Jacksonville, FL 32216

1045 Riverside Ave, #100
Jacksonville, FL 32204

794 Blanding Blvd
Orange Park, FL 32065

1405 S Orange Ave #601
Orlando, FL 32086

Fady Bahri, MD
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

George Bahri, DO
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

Ralph Rizk, DO
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON  & 

TOTAL JOINT SURGEON

Haitao Zhang, MD
PAIN MANAGEMENT

Michael Song, MD
INTERVENTIONAL PAIN 

MANAGEMENT

Comprehensive & 
Personalized Care
FOR ALL MUSCULOSKELETAL CONCERNS

ELBOW PAIN • SHOULDER PAIN • KNEE PAIN • FOOT & ANKLE PAIN • HAND & WRIST PAIN 
HIP PAIN • LUMBAR SPINE ISSUES • TOTAL JOINTS • PAIN MANAGEMENT 

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR HEALTH INSURANCES

Both have been getting more into golf 
of late and their fascination with the sport 
only continues to grow, which makes THE 
PLAYERS surprise gift to them even more 
special.

“For Christmas she got her first set of 
golf clubs and she’s just getting started, so 
the practice mat for outside is absolutely 
perfect,” Shawnda Gainey, Savannah’s 
mom said.

Savannah has been learning to swing a 
club with her dad in the yard, while Jack-
son’s god grandfather was a golf pro at San 
Jose Country Club in Jacksonville and has 
worked on passing that love of the game to 

him.
“He took a golf club that he used to use 

and made it to Jackson’s size, so he has it 
now,” Kirby said.

The reactions of both Savannah and 
Jackson showed that the surprise was defi-
nitely kept well, and they were completely 
shocked when THE PLAYERS Tournament 
Chairman Houston Bowles shared the news 
of the VIP experience with them as well as 
presenting Savannah with a golf practice 
net and a new set of clubs for Jackson.

“She didn’t know, and I didn’t really 
know what to expect either,” Gainey said. 
“It was a buildup to get here, and it turned 
out to be so beautiful and unexpected. She’s 
very social and she’s just the sweetest child 
you ever meet, so seeing everyone celebrat-
ing her means so much.”

Surprises
Continued from 8

Photo by Anthony Richards
THE PLAYERS tournament chairman Houston Bowles announces the surprise to Savannah 
Gainey and Jackson Kirby.
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Should TPC Sawgrass name its holes?
By Kathy Bissell

Many famous courses have names 
for all their holes. The Old Course has 
The Road Hole, their 17th, which is 
built next to a road, literally. Their 10th 
is called Bobby Jones because he quit 
playing there in a fit of fury the first 
time he attempted to play the course. 
And the rest have names that perhaps 
meant something at the time the course 
opened.

Royal Troon has the Postage Stamp, 
the par 3, 8th hole, so named for 
its small green. But they also have 
Railway, the 11th, because the tracks, 
which are out of bounds, run next to 
the hole, and The Fox, which is the 
12th, named after foxes that used to 
live there.

Its “nearly twin,” PGA West Stadium 
Course in La Quinta, has names for 
all the holes. The 17th, for instance, is 
called Alcatraz because it’s an island 
surrounded by rocks and water, like the 
infamous prison that once held some 

of the worst prisoners. It was suppos-
edly impossible to escape from it, and 
it is supposedly hard to escape from 
the hole with any kind of a good score. 
The 16th hole at PGA West Stadium, 
the one with the 19-foot-deep bunker 
adjacent to the green, is called San 
Andreas after the San Andreas Fault, 
which is about 11 miles north of the 
course, across I-10.

Surely, TPC Sawgrass holes deserve 
names, and not just the names golf-
ers utter while playing. For instance, 
we could call them the @#$%!X and 
%*!@$%! But it’s hard to distinguish 
symbols when a perfectly good word 
will do. You know, did that start with 
an % or a @?

So, let’s give this place some names, 
ones that can be said in polite company. 
You may come up with better ones 
yourself, and maybe next year we’ll 
have a name-the-hole contest.    

No. 1 should definitely be Dean’s 
Dream for Deane Beman who had the 
idea to bring Pete and Alice Dye to 
build TPC Sawgrass in the first place. 

It’s a pleasant looking hole until you 
try to play it. But it does look nice, and 
it gets people off the tee and into the 
bunker waiting out there on the right 
side of the hole. An alternate name 
could be Miguel for Miguel Angel 
Jimenez who once made an 8 there. If 
you’re a pro, an 8 will ruin your day, 
especially if that’s your first hole.

No. 2, we’ll be generous and call it 
Recovery because if you miss the fair-
way on your tee shot or second shot, 
you’ll spend your time recovering from 
those errors until pretty soon you card a 
10 like Fred Couples once did. He clat-
tered balls into the woods. You won’t 
be any happier than he was if you do 
the same thing. You can hit the woods 
on the first shot and if you do, there’s 
a chance you’ll hit more trees on the 
second. Unpleasant, to say the least.

No. 3 is a pretty little par 3 we’re 
going to call Everything because it has 
it all. It has water. It has sand. It has a 
two-level green with a sculpted edge 
that might repel your ball into either 
the sand or water. It’s kind of like an 

everything bagel where you might want 
to watch out for the onions. Ben Curtis 
once made a 7 there. He wasn’t any 
happier about it than you would be.

No. 4 has to be called Railroaded 
because that’s the first time you see the 
wooden railroad ties on the course. And 
they aren’t cute little railroad ties. They 
are sturdy railroad ties fronting the 
green, separating it from the water. The 
wood is no more than eight inches from 
the putting surface, so shots have to go 
beyond that bulkhead or your golf ball 
clanks into the ties and then into the 
water.  It’s a horrible sound when that 
happens. While they have softened the 
slope from the right side of the green 
to the water, you can still putt your ball 
off the green into the drink without a 
lot of effort. A pro no longer on the 
TOUR named Phillip Hancock once 
took a 12 there, and that’s probably one 
reason he’s no longer on the TOUR. 
But at least he’s infamous.

No. 5 we’d like to name after Scott 

Photo credit: PGA TOUR
The 17th hole has been known as the Island Green, so we’ll leave it at that.

HOLES continues on Page 18
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Amelia Island
Kayak Excursions

Where Kayaking Fun Begins!

•Popular 2-Hour Guided Tours
•Lo�on & Egan’s Creeks
•Cumberland Island & Fort Clinch
•Okefenokee/Suwannee & Amelia River
•Private Boat Tours
•Kayak Rentals & SUP
•Fun Professional Guides
•Free Digital PhotosTours

Rentals

Camps

SPRING BREAK & SUMMER CAMPS
ENROLLING NOW

jaxcookingstudio.com  |  904•379•6220  |  14035 Beach Blvd

The link plans 
spring break 

camps for kids
The link, 425 Town Plaza Ave., Ponte Vedra, is planning 

three fun-filled spring break camps this month.

Kids Culinary Arts
9 a.m. to noon March 13-17
Ages 5-12

This camp helps lay the foundations for a lifetime of healthy 
eating for your kids. The chef will cover kitchen preparedness 
and safety, proper food handling, hygiene, cross contamination, 
food storage and more. This is taught in a fun hands-on way 
while kids make daily food creations. This camp is open to 
members and nonmembers of the link. Go to app.thelink.zone 
for details, the chef’s bio and to register. Space is limited, so 
don’t delay.

LEGO Robotics
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. March 13-17
Ages 7-12

With LEGO Robotics camps, kids will be engaged through 
playful, hands-on STEAM learning with fun and engaging 
lessons so they stay focused and enthusiastic. They will be 
challenged to complete exciting learning missions this week 
including projects such as NASA, Military Machines, DINO 
World and Star Wars! This camp is open to members and 
nonmembers of the link. Go to app.thelink.zone for details, the 
instructor’s bio and to register. Space is limited space for this 
all-day camp.

Dance & Tumble Technique
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. March 15-17
Age 8+

Join Level Up Dance Company for this fantastic high-energy 
spring break mini camp! Does your dancer want to try out 
for a team soon? Dance? Cheer? They just need to focus on 
some technique? This camp is for you. Level Up your skills 
to improve your turns, leaps and kicks. Master those tumble 
skills, too. This camp is open to members and nonmembers of 
the link. Go to app.thelink.zone for details, the instructors bio 
and to register. 

Nocatee Community to hold 
spring family camp out March 25
By Anthony Richards

Nocatee will be holding a family camp out 
March 25 at Nocatee Station Field for the residents 
in its community only.

According to Hanna Davis, Nocatee community 
events manager, they hold two family camp outs 
each year, with one in the fall and the other in the 
spring.

Because the events only take place twice a year 
they are always highly anticipated and something 
that Nocatee residents look forward to.

“Everyone always seems to really enjoy them-
selves,” Davis said. “It’s really great because it 
doesn’t cost a whole lot and they don’t have to go 
far to get the whole experience.”

Tickets are $6 apiece and include a hot dog, 
bag of chips and two marshmallows for roasting. 
A movie will also be shown to families camping 
out, although the title of the film has not yet been 
decided. 

Davis advised families to bring the necessary 
supplies needed if they wish to make s’mores, such 
as the graham crackers and chocolate to go with the 

marshmallows provided.
Other than the tent, families are encouraged to 

bring any other outside activities or games they 
wish to, such as footballs or yard games.

Check-in and setup for the camp out will begin at 
5:30 p.m. on March 25, while tickets will initially 
go on sale online March 13 at 4 p.m. 

“We’ve always been sold out for our camp outs,” 
Davis said. “And this year we’ve even increased 
the number of families welcome to attend.”

That number of available campers went up 100 
people from 400 in previous years to 500 this year.

Davis hinted that the number could go up even 
more, but 500 seemed like the perfect number at 
this time not so much due to the space on the field 
but when it comes to organizing and providing food 
to all those people without overloading the kitchen 
and staff.

According to Davis, anyone who buys a ticket 
will be sent an email with a checklist and break 
down of what to expect and bring to the camp out.

“The feedback has always been great, and 
families are always just really excited to enjoy their 
time together,” Davis said.
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First Coast Cultural Center registering 
for summer art camps, classes

First Coast Cultural Center is launching its summer 
activities season with new programs to support the 
nonprofit, including summer 2023 Imagination Vacation 
weekly art camps.

The schedule runs from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. May 
30 to Aug. 9 for children ages 5 to 11. Multiple camp 
opportunities and locations are available at 3972 Third 
St. South in Jacksonville Beach, and PV/PV Rawlings 
Elementary School, 610 A1A North, Ponte Vedra Beach. 

Summer camp includes arts and crafts with watercol-
ors, drawing, collage and novelty crafts featuring slime 
or clay, with completed art projects to bring home. Also, 
music, yoga, story time, drama and culinary activities 
with specialized instructors will be offered.

Weekly themes include Fairytale Land, Camp Dino-
saur, Enchanted Forest, Making Magic, Merry Monsters, 
Under the Sea, Adventures in Time Travel, Candy Land, 
If I Were a Superhero, Somewhere Over the Rainbow 
and Culinary Camp for specific age groups.

The Alhambra Theatre Camp will be held for aspir-
ing actors and those who want to experience the theater, 
for children ages 8 through 17. The camp will be held 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday, June 12-23, at 
Alhambra Theatre, 12000 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville. A 
final performance of the selected production, “Princess 
Whatsername,” will be held June 26. One complimenta-
ry ticket and one child’s meal are included with registra-
tion. 

First Coast Cultural Center is also offering adult art 
classes starting this month, including a one-day “Nature 
Journaling” class instructed by Elaine Bergstrom, and 

a six-week Van Gogh-inspired watercolor series with 
Charlotte Chastain. Additionally, an eight-week water-
color and gouache class will be taught by Bergstrom. Go 
to firstcoastculturalcenter.org/arts-programs/adult-arts-
programs.

For more information about registration, costs for 
summer camps, classes and Alhambra Theatre Camp, 
contact Toni Thomas at tthomas@firstcoastculturalcen-
ter.org or call 904-280-0614 ext. 1206. Or go to first-
coastculturalcenter.org/arts-programs/art-camps. 

Registered parents will receive a welcome email prior 
to the start of their child’s camp. Camp programs are 
sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of 
State, Division of Cultural Affairs, National Endowment 
for the Arts and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture.

For more information about the First Coast Cultural 
Center, go to firstcoastculturalcenter.org. Photos provided by First Coast Cultural Center



Ponte Vedra Recorder · March 2, 202318   COMMUNITY NEWS

Piercy who made a 9 there. The hole’s 
a par 4. It took him seven shots to get 
to the green, and he started by hitting 
into the water, which is so out of play 
no one ever really knows it’s there. 
You see the bunker yawning in view, 
but water? You really have to try hard 
to find it. But instead of calling it 
Piercy, which really wouldn’t be fair 
to him, we’re going to call it Decep-
tion because it doesn’t look that hard, 
but scores over par just happen. At lot. 
People flinch at the wrong time and 
end up in an unseen pot bunker or up 
against a tree beyond the green. It’s an 
easy bogey hole, that’s for sure.

No. 6’s name has to be Palms. This 
should come as no surprise because 
there is a herd of palm trees on both 
sides of the fairway guarding the 
green and you can’t shoo them out of 
the way. They are a bit like the old-
fashioned pinball game bumpers where 
you can get a lucky bounce and rack up 
a bunch of points. Only in this case, a 
low score is what you want, not a high 
score. You do not want to hit the palms 
because that will likely carom your ball 

into some kind of swale or sandy place 
and cost you a shot. Pete Dye suppos-
edly thought this was the most lovely 
hole on the course. But we all know 
Pete was a little beyond crazy. (And we 
loved him for it.)

No. 7 is now such a pretty hole from 
the tee. There’s that vast expanse of 
fairway out there. But nestled up to it 
on the left side, for yards and yards in 
the landing area, is sand. The sand is 
supposed to save you from going into 
the water, well really a lake now, a 
fairly new addition, which is beyond 
the sand. And so, Lake is the name of 
this hole to go along with its expansive 
and recently redesigned look.

The 8th, man, that’s a hard hole. It 
just sits there and double dares you to 
hit the green. And so that’s going to be 
the name of this hole: Double Dare. 
They keep pushing the tee back, back, 
back, back as Chris Berman used to say 
on his MLB recaps on Sports Center. 
So it’s longer, but nobody takes away 
pot bunkers and swales from around the 
green. And the green is super slanted 
from back to front and falls off to the 
sides as well. The ball has a remark-
able tendency to roll off of it no matter 
where it lands. Maybe the name should 
switch to Duck’s Back, but that would 

be harder to explain, at least until you 
try to hit it.         

The 9th. Ah yes, it only seems like a 
breather from the tee. You can’t see the 
semi-burn that cuts across it right about 
where a drive could land. But you can 
see the big oak tree that blocks any 
approach to the green. And now they 
can make it as long as 600 yards? So, 
we’re going to call this one Impossible 
Dream because you dream you could 
hit over the skinny, water-filled ditch 
that crosses the fairway at about 325 
yards from the back tee. And maybe 
one or two guys can. But that hazard 
is now in play if it’s 300 to 340 off the 
tee. It’s not a layup anymore. Years 
ago, Tim Clark made a 10 there. The 
next year, he won THE PLAYERS. Go 
figure.

It's time to take a breather in this 
naming business. Mainly to think of 
which hole should be named after Alice 
Dye. Now, she was involved in the 
17th. She didn’t dig it out personally 
with a shovel or anything, but when 
Pete started excavating in that area, he 
found the best sand, which they used 
for the top of fairways, in the location 
around the 17th hole. He kept digging 
and it turned into a big hole. So, Alice 
suggested they make it an island like 
the one at the Ponte Vedra Inn’s Ocean 
course. Well, here we are 40 some odd 
years later with people still swear-
ing at the hole. I thought about Hit It 
Alice hole because I’m sure Alice Dye 
would not have had a problem getting 
to that green, even from the men’s tees. 
But Alice Cooper kind of likes hear-
ing that from his buddies. Personally, 
I’m surprised anybody found any sand 
anywhere on this island, except at the 
beach, and Pete wasn’t digging there.

Ah, the 10th hole. It was supposed to 
be similar to the 1st so that when guys 
were playing split tees in the first two 
rounds, one side of the field wouldn’t 
have a big disadvantage compared to 
the other. So, this one’s easy. Doppel-
ganger. What did you take on Dop-
pelganger, Charlie? A sandwich and a 
beer, since you’re asking. The small 
green and the angle of the dangle off 
the tee make it a challenge, but it’s not 
an impossibly hard hole.

The 11th ratchets the challenge up 
a little and kind of reminds me of that 
Abba song, “Take a Chance on Me,” 
because that’s what everybody is faced 
with on this hole. You can sing it while 
you figure out your strategy. Plop a 
drive out there. If it’s too far and right, 
you have to hoist one either over water 
and sand to the green on your second 
shot, if you dare, or you can chicken 
out and go for the left side of the hole 
and then run your third up the green. 
So, you see what we mean by Chance. 

The 12th has changed, as you prob-
ably know, from the original 12th hole, 
which was a dogleg left, short par 4. 
It’s now what is called a drivable par 4. 
However, that doesn’t mean the green 
is easy to hit or hold. It doesn’t mean 

most players will approach it as one 
shot hole or that most will try to drive 
the green. There will be differences 
of opinion on this one, and because 
of that, this hole is going to be called 
Argument. You think you can get there. 
Your caddie doesn’t. You see the flag. 
Your caddie sees your ball rolling into 
the water on the left side of the green. 
There’s no agreement. It’s not quite 
the Argument Shop on Monty Python 
where the customer is arguing with 
the owner because the parrot is dead, 
deceased, left this mortal coil, but there 
will be differences of opinion.

On 13, the par 3 that backs up to the 
Marriott, there is bound to be a little bit 
of luck involved in where the ball ends 
up each day. Sometimes it cozies up to 
the hole, and sometimes it can roll and 
roll and roll back into the water. Nearly 
anything can happen here. If you don’t 
believe me, ask Andrew McGee or 
Gary Koch. They both had 9s on the 
hole once upon a time. That’s like play-
ing two extra par 3s! For that reason, 
this one is getting a name that suits: 
Treachery. It has everything but the pi-
rate bandana and knife to put between 
your teeth.

Now we come to one of the two 
holes that usually play toughest. The 
14th. It has ruined scores. Lost tourna-
ments. Shredded hopes. In 2013, lead-
ing the tournament, Tiger Woods put 
his 3-wood drive into the water in front 
of the tee. Tiger Woods! If he can be 
tricked into doing that, what about ev-
erybody else? Vijay Singh had a chance 
to win THE PLAYERS, that is until 
he hit a drive at the 14th. Oops. He 
ended up with triple bogey and without 
a PLAYERS trophy. As much as he 
practiced here, you’d think it would not 
have happened to him, but it did. Nei-
ther Woods nor Singh would call this 
hole anything at all nice. Heartbreaker 
seems to suit.

The 15th hole is often overlooked be-
cause it’s between the horrible 14th and 
the immensely scorable 16th. Yet, the 
tee shot has to fit between a narrow slot 
that is framed by a lot of trees. Then it 
makes a severe right turn so the green 
isn’t visible from the tee. As yet, we 
haven’t named a hole after Alice Dye 
and this is the time. This is a momma 
bear of a hole. Not too hard. Not too 
easy. So, it’s going to be Wonderland 
for “Alice in Wonderland.”

Ah, the 16th. Where birdies and 
eagles go to play. Where Fred Couples 
started his eagle/birdie run to win in 
1996. Where Davis Love III whacked 
his ball out of pine straw onto the 
green. Sure, Couples and Love had a 
heyday there, but a lot of golfers end up 
with a bad bounce over the green into 
the water. Or with a bad second shot 
that skirts the right edge of the green 
a little too closely and splat! Richard 
Zokol once had a 10 there. That’s how 
user-friendly the 16th can be if it feels 

Holes
Continued from 15
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Our mission is to help survivors of domestic and
sexual violence navigate through their life-changing

traumas to live fulfilling lives on their terms.

If you or someone you know has been abused, 
please call our 24 Hour Helpline: (904)824-1555

Donate today at www.bettygriffincenter.org

All Betty Griffin Center Services are free and available for adults and children.

One-level, high-ceilinged 2006 architect- designed 3br pool home takes advantage  
of the views over 2 holes of the rolling Hidden Hills golf course.  

Open plan, 3-car garage, beautiful floors. This is a real find! $649,900. 

Hidden Hills  
Country Club  

Estates

904.382.5875
clare@clareberry.realtor

Jacksonville Business Journal 2020
#3 realtor in ne Fl

Five star “Best in client satisFaction” 2005-2022

Clare Berry
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Pawgrass Dog Spa adds brick-and-mortar salon
By Shaun Ryan

In 2020, Jennifer Teneyck and husband John 
launched Pawgrass Mobile Dog Spa, which 
brought dog grooming services to pet owners’ 
homes. It has been — and continues to be — a 
success, the most obvious reason being its conve-
nience.

But speaking with her customers, Jennifer 
Teneyck discovered another reason so many 
preferred the mobile service. About 95% revealed 
that they didn’t like simply dropping their canines 
off at a spa in the morning and then have their 
beloved pets held in a crate until later that day.

So, when the Teneycks realized it was time to 
open a brick-and-mortar version of their business, 
they came up with a new concept. Dogs would 
have their own rooms, where the groomer attends 
to them from start to finish.

“It’s like a little suite,” said Jennifer Teneyck. 
“They can just run around until ‘mom’ comes.”

Customers have expressed their satisfaction 
with this idea.

“It’s less stressful for the dog,” Teneyck said. 
“That’s important, because it is very stressful to 
be in a cage all day waiting around.”

Pawgrass also offers pick-up and drop-off ser-
vices for clients who are unable to visit in person.

The spa offers a wide range of services, some 
specific to the breed. There are full and mini 

grooming services, bath services and several add-
ons. And every spa comes with a blueberry facial.

“We use a wonderful, professional line of 
products,” Teneyck said, adding that these are 
also available for purchase in the store’s boutique, 
which also includes a “doggie treat bar.” Here, 
customers can purchase leashes, collars, bowls, 
toys, all-natural dog treats and more.

On any given day during normal hours, one 
or both of the Teneycks will be on site while 
alternately taking out the mobile spa three days a 
week.

Jennifer Teneyck completed grooming school 
in 2006 in New York and went on to run her own 
grooming shop for several years before the family 
moved to Florida. Her career has brought her a lot 
of happiness.

“I love making relationships with the dog and 
the client,” she said. “I just love what I do, mak-
ing the dogs look clean and beautiful.”

The new stationary salon opened Jan. 13. In 
addition to the Teneycks, Pawgrass Dog Spa 
employs a receptionist and has four groomers. It 
is located at 250 Solana Road, Ponte Vedra Beach 
— that’s in the Winn-Dixie plaza. Hours are 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, and 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday.

Services are by appointment only. Call 904-
532-3235. The website is pawgrassdogspa.com.

The Teneycks are planning a grand opening 
“yappy hour” from 4 to 6 p.m. March 25.

Contributed photo
Jennifer and John Teneyck launched Pawgrass Mobile Dog Spa in 2020. 
Now, Pawgrass has a brick-and-mortar location as well.
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Congratulations to State Farm Agent Edie Williams -- A locally owned business for 19 years!

Anchor of Hope 
offers counseling 

amid life’s struggles
By Shaun Ryan

When overwhelmed by life’s many 
stresses, it can be a great comfort to speak 
with a good listener in a soothing, wel-
coming environment. 

Kelly Roberts M.Ed., LPC, LMHC of 
Anchor of Hope Counseling, provides “a 
safe refuge from the storms of life.” She 
has been a licensed therapist for several 
years. Her office is a quiet, homey place 
where she helps clients overcome depres-
sion, anxiety, grief, loss and other issues. 
She provides care to men, women and 
teen girls age 16 and older. She special-
izes in helping women with the unique 
issues they face.

For older clients who may not be able 
to travel, Roberts makes home visits — 
including visits to senior living communi-
ties.

Roberts is a certified counselor with Fo-
cus on the Family and is adept at working 
with people of faith.

“I do offer Christian counseling,” she 
said, “but you don’t have to be a Christian 
to see me.”

Her faith in Jesus Christ is her source 
of strength in her life, but she doesn’t 
impose her faith on others. She enjoys 
helping people regardless of their beliefs, 
as people experience the same pain and 
troubles in life.  

Roberts has experienced significant 
loss. Because of this, she understands 
much of what many of her clients are go-
ing through. She found what she calls her 
life verse at the age of 17 — John 10:10.

John 10:10 ESV: “The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 
they may have life and have it abun-
dantly.”

Until recently, Roberts had been 
practicing out of Crosswater Community 
Church in Nocatee, but a friend suggested 
that she needed her own office. So, in 
February she moved her practice to the 
Nocatee Town Center at 360 Town Plaza 
Ave., Suite 315E, Ponte Vedra. She has 
been married to husband Don for 10 years 
and has two children and two stepchil-
dren.

She holds a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology from the University of Texas 
and a postgraduate degree in counselor 
education from the University of North 
Texas. Her education only tells part of 
the story. She has had many diverse 
experiences throughout life that make her 
the counselor she is today. She’s been a 
homeschooling mom and a pastor’s wife. 
She has worked for Southwest Airlines 
and at a daycare facility.

Regarding her career of choice, Roberts 
worked as a school counselor from 2011 
to 2014 while living in St. Louis, Mis-
souri, after which she was an independent 
practitioner. She moved to Ponte Vedra in 
2020, and opened an office off State Road 
A1A, later transitioning to the Nocatee 
area.

She encourages her clients to make in-
terpersonal connections with other people 
— as opposed to the kind of superficial 

Photo by Shaun Ryan
Licensed counselor Kelly Roberts is seen in her new office in Nocatee.

COUNSELING   continues on Page 25
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A Holistic Approach to Wellness

Salt therapy, also known as Halotherapy, is a drug-free, non-invasive treatment 
 that improves health problems you may be experiencing such as asthma, allergies,  

and some respiratory illnesses.

LaCURA, “the cure,” offers a space where customers come to relax and 
heal. We provide a nuturing, calm, and comfortable atmosphere for 

all who are serviced at LaCURA. When clients enter our salt therapy 
room or our infrared sauna, the stress reducing effects emitted by the 

negative ions in the Himalayan salt environment may be felt almost 
immediately, enhancing the mind-body-spirit connection.

804-A Anastasia Blvd - St. Augustine, FL
904.217.7341  |  lacurasaltspa.com

• Halotherapy
• Infrared Sauna Therapy
• Therapeutic Massage
• Facials
• Therapeutic Tea Foot Soak
• Restorative Yoga in Salt Room

Ask about our specials!New owner of LaCURA Salt Spa

904.325.3720 Cell
RobinRawald@gmail.com
559 W. Twincourt Trail, Suite 610
St. Augustine, FL 32095

 Global Luxury 
Certified Agent

selling the florida lifestyle

Multi-Million
Dollar   

         P R O D U C E R

Robin RawaldREALTOR®

When HOME matters, trust
a woman in the business!

Variety of keynote speakers in place for WBO spring conference
By Anthony Richards

The Women Business Owners of 
North Florida are preparing for their 
spring speaker series conference at 
Marywood Conference Center in St. 
Johns at 8:30 a.m. March 8.

The conference will feature several 
keynote speakers including Charlene 
Shirk, founder of Charlene Shirk 
Productions and Public Relations and a 
former local TV news anchor.

Dr. Pat Baxter will also be on hand to 
speak as her work specializes in leader-
ship coaching of women professionals.

She will share her insights on the 
importance of maintaining self-aware-
ness and how a person’s behavior plays 
a role and affects the likelihood of 
achieving the goals one has laid out.

According to Baxter, she proclaims 
understanding oneself is a “science.”

Another keynote speaker highlighted 
will be Jillian Foss, the founder of the 
Ladies Executive Golf Society (LEGS).

Foss will be sharing her unique for-
mula for “building community, spark-
ing passion and living an extraordinary 
life,” for all those in attendance to repli-
cate and follow.

That approach is what has allowed 
her to have the success she has had with 

LEGS since she founded the initiative, 
which follows a belief that the world 
will be a better place with more women 
in leadership positions not just in the 
business world, in the world as a whole.

For years, there have been those that 

have stated that so many business deals 
take place on the golf course, and Foss 
and LEGS are doing their part to make 
sure the avenues are there for women 
to get involved in the game of golf to 
be part of that aspect of the business 

process that can play such an vital role.
The recurring theme of the keynote 

speakers during the spring speaker se-
ries will be growing through the combi-
nation of communication, relationships 
and mentoring.

As the next generation of women 
business owners continues to develop 
their place in the business world, ef-
fective communication tactics can help 
fill the generational gaps that may exist 
naturally.

Erin Gordon and Mary Fisher of 
Fisher Agency, which is a marketing 
agency, will team up to speak during 
the conference.

They will focus on sales and market-
ing aspects and how important it is to 
build the relationships of those they 
are partnering with from a business 
standpoint.

They stress that this is something 
that can be built regardless of which 
generations the parties doing business 
are from.

The mission of the WBO of North 
Florida is to create and recognize 
opportunities to lift the successes of 
women in the business world both 
collectively and individually and the 
spring speaker series is just the latest 
example of that.



Ponte Vedra Recorder · March 2, 202322   BUSINESS WEEKLY FEATURING WOMEN IN BUSINESS

FDI-1867K-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

3-month

6-month

1-year

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 02/27/23 CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, 
per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. 
CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does 
not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs 
offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

360 Town Plaza Ave Suite 310
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32081
904-829-0026

Jamie Hartfield, CRPC®
Financial Advisor

4.65
4.85
5.00

St. Johns Cultural Council names ROWITA honorees

Each year, the St. Johns Cultural 
Council recognizes women who have 
profoundly influenced the artistic envi-
ronment of St. Johns County with the 
Dr. Gail Pflaster ROWITA (“Recogniz-
ing Outstanding Women in the Arts”) 
Awards. 

Nominations were received from the 
community about numerous women 
who have made significant contributions 
to the arts in St. Johns County through 
their work, leadership and philanthropic 
support.

This year, five local women have 
been selected as ROWITA recipients. 
Honorees are:  

• Joy D’Elia: a musician, storyteller 
and arts advocate who co-founded the 

ROWITA Awards with Dr. Gail Pflaster 
while serving as program coordinator 
for the St. Johns Cultural Council.

• Jennifer Dournaux: a leader in the 
St. Johns County dance community for 
two decades, as a performer and as di-
rector of the St. Augustine Adult Ballet.

• Margaret Kaler: an actor and direc-
tor who has played a significant role in 
community theater since her childhood, 
first appearing on stage in St. Augustine 
in the 1950s. 

• Sallie O’Hara: a member of the Tale 
Tellers of St. Augustine who has lever-
aged arts, culture and heritage to create 
economic opportunity and enhance 
community development efforts through 
her work with the Florida Main Street 

program and Friends of A1A.
• Laura O’Neal: a visual artist and 

founder of Art Box gallery who, as a 
member of the Board for the Art Galler-
ies of St. Augustine, was instrumental 
in creating and promoting the city’s arts 
districts.

According to Christina Parrish Stone, 
the Cultural Council’s executive direc-
tor, this year’s nominees have positively 
impacted the cultural community in a 
variety of ways.

“We are so pleased to honor this 
outstanding group of women who have 
contributed to the arts in St. Johns 
County,” she said. “This year’s hon-
orees have worked in dance, music, 
visual arts, theater, the literary arts and 

community development. Their efforts 
have enhanced the quality of life in the 
county, making it an even more beauti-
ful and vibrant place to live, work and 
visit.” 

Honorees were selected by a panel of 
community members in January.

The annual ROWITA celebration will 
take place at 2-4 p.m. March 25 at The 
Waterworks, 184 San Marco Ave., St. 
Augustine.

Additionally, the recognitions will 
feature Junior ROWITA scholarship re-
cipients. The event is open to the public 
and reservations are required. For more 
information, email sjcc@historiccoast-
culture.com. 

Joy D’Elia Jennifer Dournaux Margaret Kaler Sallie O’Hara Laura O’Neal

Serving Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, The Beaches and Greater St. Johns County

THE
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H  eather Brooke Quick is the founder and CEO of the only divorce and family law firm for women 
in Northeast Florida. At Florida Women’s Law Group, we support and empower women that feel 

trapped in an unfulfilling marriage.  We are committed to providing women with the tools necessary to 
make educated decisions about their future and goals.  

It has been amazing to watch women transform as we help them navigate their divorce.  We have 
supported women breadwinners protecting what they have worked so hard to earn as well as safe-
guarding their custody and time with their children.  We are here to give strength to the supportive 
stay-at-home mother who has been in the background propelling her spouse’s success.  As a firm of all 
women, we understand women and what it feels like to be second guessed and under-valued. With 
Florida Women’s Law Group, you are always first and you are always valued.

Our podcast, “Women Winning Divorce” is now in its second year and provides women with weekly 
topics in family law, answering questions for women contemplating divorce or in the middle of divorce 
proceedings. For 2023, Heather is collaborating with women divorce attorneys throughout the country 
to discuss divorce and look at the different approaches that firms take throughout the U.S. As host, 
Heather brings over 20 years of legal experience that advocates and empowers women to achieve 
happier and healthier lives. 

The show title “Women Winning Divorce,” reflects many of the values of Florida Women’s Law 
Group.  To suggest there are no winners in divorce is a misconception.  Heather believes that if you can 
gain your freedom, achieve your goals, while maintaining your dignity and self-respect, you win.  Just 
because a woman wins in divorce, doesn’t mean she has to make someone lose, that is the distinction. 
When we see women completely transform themselves as their case progresses, it’s a win. In our eyes, 
this is women winning divorce!

We are committed to guiding women with compassion and empathy through matters of divorce, 
alimony, child support, modification, relocation, and other family law matters.  Our team looks for inno-
vative ways to solve problems for our clients, working together with them to move their lives forward 
in a better, more comprehensive manner than the traditional legal approach allows. If it is time for you 
to make a change, let us help you achieve a more stable, healthy and happy future. 

Heather Brooke Quick is the founder and CEO of the only  
divorce and family law firm for women in Northeast Florida. 

Heather  
Brooke  
Quick

FLORIDA 
WOMEN’S
LAW GROUP

Serving Greater Jacksonville
904.595.8515

floridawomenslawgroup.com
DIVORCE FOR WOMEN BY WOMEN

Empowering women to take control of their lives, families & finances. 

Nocatee resident comes up with hot 
sauce idea from daughter’s question

By Anthony Richards

Sometimes a simple question can 
be all that is needed to spur a creative 
idea, and Brett Kaminski, creator of 
Dude Where’s My Sauce? knows this 
all too well.

In Kaminski’s case, it was his 
daughter, who was 4 years old at the 
time, that posed the question of how 
plants grow, and next thing he knew he 
was making hot sauces.

“So, I sprouted a couple of tomato 
plants, a couple basil plants and a 
couple pepper plants,” Kaminski said. 
“It was nothing too special, just some 
poinsettia peppers and Tabasco pep-
pers. I think I had one datil at the time, 
because they’re notoriously hard to 
sprout.”

The answer to the question quickly 
began to sprout itself and turned into a 
COVID-19 hobby that has continued 
to grow in recent years with pepper 
plants becoming the focus of what is 
grown.

Around Christmas 2021 was the first 
time he had a bunch of extra peppers 

that he wasn’t sure what to do with, 
so he made a bunch of hot sauces and 
gave them away to friends and family 
and sold about 50 bottles through the 
“Handmade in Nocatee” Facebook 
group.

“I had people beating down my door 
looking for more and saying that it 
was great,” Kaminski said. “I knew it 
was something I wanted to keep doing, 
but I had no idea how many peppers I 
would need to produce for x-amount of 
bottles.”

Last year, his goal was to plant as 
many seeds as he could and then find 
out how much each one produces, and 
he also wound up developing a part-
nership with the Home Garden Data 
Project, which is an initiative attempt-
ing to aggregate that type of info for 
people in general.

According to Kaminski, it has been a 
continuous learning process especially 
when it comes to the cottage foods 
laws in place in Florida.

As a result, his sauces are infused 

HOT SAUCE  continues on Page 25

Photo by Anthony Richards
Dude Where’s My Sauce? creator Brett Kaminski tends to the pepper garden along the side of his 
house in Nocatee.
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PIVOT CPAs

Pivot CPAs believes in Impacting Lives Beyond Accounting by 

going above & beyond what’s expected. Our firm aims to be 

a trusted resource for our clients, our community, and our team. 

We want to help businesses and individuals achieve today’s  

financial goals & inspire tomorrow’s exciting new dreams. 

Denise Rose, Lindsay Brown, Mallory Salter, Pamela Bomba,  
Sheryl Tschimpke, Amanda Mullins, Debra Smith, Wendy Ranson,  

Raejean Echegaray, (not pictured: Amy Lawlor, Angela Vogt, & Emmy Pursley)

Women in the accounting profession face a paradox: while 
there are more opportunities than ever, there is still a visible 
equity difference. While women make up approximately half of 
all accounting professionals, a 2019 AICPA Firm Gender Study 
revealed just 23% of CPA firm partners were women.

With 56% female leadership, Pivot is creating a culture where 
women aren’t just workers, they’re groundbreakers. The firm 
believes in empowering women to define their own success & 
supporting them in achieving it. Tax manager Amy Lawlor, CPA, 
& senior tax managers Angela Vogt, CPA, and Emmy Pursley, 
CPA, credit the tools & mentoring at Pivot for helping them 
reach the next levels of their careers. 

The bottom line is that at Pivot CPAs, we aren’t just exceeding 
industry standards – we’re redefining them. 

238 Ponte Vedra Park Dr.
Suite 201
Ponte Vedra, FL 32082
(904) 280-2053
PivotCPAs.com

COASTAL CONTEMPORARY
The grand foyer welcomes you to a stunning 
& sophisticated dining room, revealing living 
room that exposes one of Ponte Vedra’s best kept 
treasures, the Pete Dye designed golf course & 
waterfront views. This home is simply gorgeous! 
With 4094sf of design this 4BR/4BA coastal con-
temporary is light, spacious, with an open floor 
plan that connects the large kitchen, & great 
room to a spacious living room, foyer & dining 
room. Offered for $2,349,000

3253 OLD BARN RD. WEST, PONTE VEDRA BEACH

UNDE
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A look at major career 
changes in the area.
Thompson receives Ameriprise Client 
Experience Award

Chris Thompson, CFP, CRPC, a man-
aging director and associate manager 
with Ameriprise Financial Inc. in Jack-
sonville has earned the 2022 Ameriprise 
Client Experience Award.

He was honored with this award 
because of his ability to consistently 
deliver personalized, goal-based advice 
and exceptional client service. Award 
recipients earned an overall client sat-
isfaction rating equal to or greater than 
4.9 out of 5.0 and maintained stellar 
business results. The award represents 
an elite group of Ameriprise advisers 
recognized as leaders for their commit-
ment to making a difference in the lives 
of their clients. 

For more information, contact 
Thompson at 904-380-2290, email 
Chris.thompson@ampf.com or go to the 
Ameriprise office, 4601 Touchton Road, 
Suite 3120, Jacksonville.

Grenier joins local real estate firm
Berkshire Hathaway HomeSer-

vices Florida Network Realty recently 
welcomed Jim Grenier to the Ponte 
Vedra/Nocatee office. Grenier moved to 
Northeast Florida from Colorado where 
he and his wife sold real estate for about 
five years.

He served in the military for most 
of his career and decided to move to 
Florida with his wife about a year ago. 
He feels it is important to him to work 
with a brokerage that has the training, 
support, and tools to help him succeed, 
which in turn allows him to be a valu-
able resource for his clients.

For more information, Grenier can be 
reached at 904-599-1652, Jim.Grenier@

FloridaNetworkRealty.com and JGre-
nier.FloridaNetworkRealty.com.

The Ponte Vedra/Nocatee office, 
located at 333 Village Main St., Suite 
670, Ponte Vedra Beach, is managed by 
Holly Hayes.

Miller named executive vice president
The Board of Directors of England-

Thims & Miller Inc. (ETM) has an-
nounced the appointment of two leaders 
to new executive vice president roles, 
positioning the infrastructure and devel-
opment consulting firm for continued 
growth. Buckley K. Williams, CCCA, 
is now the executive vice president of 
public infrastructure, and George Miller, 
P.E., of Ponte Vedra has been promoted 
to the role of executive vice president of 
the firm’s construction engineering and 
inspection (CEI) division. 

Miller started with the firm as a 
senior project engineer in January of 
2022, following nearly two decades of 
progressive CEI leadership experience 
in Florida. During his career, he has 
completed and led more than $1 billion 
in complex roadway, bridge and aviation 
projects across the Southeast. He holds 
a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering 
from Michigan Technological Univer-
sity.

ETM supports a range of public and 
private sector projects in Florida.

Coban joins local real estate firm
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 

Florida Network Realty has welcomed 
JC Coban to the Ponte Vedra/Nocatee 
office.

Coban is a former collegiate athlete 
(baseball) who played for Penn State 
and later graduated from the University 
of Tampa. He relocated last summer to 
the Ponte Vedra area from New Orleans 

Benchmarks of Success

BENCHMARKS  continues on Page 25
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Over 10 Years of IRS Experience!
We are here for you and your loved ones!

www. jacobsonaccounting.com

2201 Sawgrass Village Dr.,  
Ponte Vedra Beach 32082

(904)285-1040
Make your appointment today!

•Tax Planning  
•Tax Consulting

•Tax Return Preparation

The Womens Food Alliance  
cultivates and advances Networking,  

Education, and Collaboration for women  

in the culinary and hospitality industry ~ 

remembering Friendship First!

For Information  
and Membership:

Leigh Cort, Founder
leigh@leighcortpublicity.com 

904-806-3613
WomensFoodAlliance.com The Womens Food Alliance Leadership Council 2023

connectivity offered by social media.
“Research shows that if you’re on 

more than two social media sites, you 
have increased anxiety and depression,” 
she said.

She expressed a concern that society 
has become so unconnected that people 
are experiencing the highest rate of 
loneliness ever.

While her younger clients are es-
pecially affected by social media and 
self-imposed pressure, their parents are 
faced with issues related to the struggles 
of their teenage children. Older parents 
often find themselves cut off from their 
adult children because of abuse, conflict 
over money, dysfunctional communica-
tion, etc.

In addition to her private practice, 

Roberts has started an informal monthly 
group for women who have lost a child 
or children. The next meeting is Mon-
day, March 6, at Timoti’s Seafood Shak. 
Those interested in joining can call or 
email her for information.

She also recommends Grief Share, a 
support group for people who have had 
a close loved one pass away. It can be 
found through griefshare.org/findagroup.  

To connect with Roberts at Anchor of 
Hope, request an appointment at kelly-
robertscounselor.com. Click the “con-
tact” link to send an email or go to the 
client portal to request an appointment. 
People can also call her at 904-606-9566 
or send her an email at kelly@anchorof-
hopecounselor.com. She can also be 
found at the Psychology Today site at 
psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/
kelly-roberts-ponte-vedra-fl/232288 and 
on NextDoor.

Counseling 
Continued from 20

and has enjoyed exploring the various 
communities in Northeast Florida. Co-
ban is an entrepreneur at heart having 
invented and patented a post shoulder 
surgery shirt for patients required to 
wear a sling.  After college, he worked 
in debt recovery, gaining valuable 

experience in customer relations.
For more information, he can be 

reached at 561-757-9727, JC.Coban@
FloridaNetworkRealty.com and JCo-
ban.FloridaNetworkRealty.com.

The Ponte Vedra/Nocatee office, 
located at 333 Village Main St., Suite 
670, Ponte Vedra Beach is managed by 
Holly Hayes.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Benchmarks
Continued from 24

with vinegar which serves as the base 
that the peppers are mixed into.

He did two major bottlings last year, 
which were called Datil Work and Mel-
low Mushroom Mountaineer.

The Mellow Mushroom Mountaineer 
contained Jamaican Mushroom pep-
pers, which he has replaced this year 
with Scotch bonnets, which he found 
out were much more popular.

“I think I did about 220 bottles total, 
and they are all done seed to bottle and 
organic,” Kaminski said. “The only 
thing I didn’t do myself is the artwork 
on the bottles.”

He also hopes to have more exotic 
hot peppers that he can sell at local 
farmers markets.

“I’m hoping to clear about 500 
pounds of fresh produce,” Kaminski 
said. “I had 45 plants last year and this 
year there will be 75.”

Part of the growth of the passion 
project is that he is now exploring the 
process of breeding his own pepper 
varieties now, including a datil pepper 
crossed with a peach ghost pepper.

“It just got way out of hand pretty 
quick,” Kaminski chuckled. “I’ve had 
some cool ideas that have come to me 
so I just figured if this is going to keep 
going, I might as well. That is really 

a multi-year process of refining the 
genetics.”

Now a couple of years into making 
his own sauces and his daughter now 
has a good understanding of how plants 
grow and she still comes out to help 
tend to the garden at times along with 
his soon-to-be 3-year-old son.

The best way to purchase either of 
the hot sauces is to go to dudewheres-
mysauce.com.

Hot sauce
Continued from 23

Photo by Anthony Richards
Kaminski bottled two sauces last year 
called Datil Work and Mellow Mushroom 
Mountaineer.



The Professional Artists of St. Augustine 
(P.A.St.A.) Fine Art Gallery has welcomed 
artist Gary Trbovich to its growing mem-
bership. Trbovich’s colorful and playful 
watercolors evoke the First Coast beach 
lifestyle, past and present. His work is 

available for sale at the P.A.St.A. Fine Art 
Gallery, 214 Charlotte St., St. Augustine.

Trbovich moved to Jacksonville Beach 
from Pittsburgh in 1982 and has been living 
the laid-back beach lifestyle for the last 40 
years. Primarily self-taught, and with the 

encouragement of friends and family, he 
joined the Jacksonville Artists Guild and 
set up a store on Etsy.

His work has been featured in the 
Jacksonville International Airport Gallery, 
the Jacksonville Main Library Bicenten-

nial Celebration 
Display, the Beaches 
Museum, and as the 
featured artist in the 
August 2022 edition 
of the FirstCoast.Life 
virtual magazine.

From beach houses to iconic motels, 
Trbovich’s approach uses a spontaneous 
brush and the vivid colors found through-
out the First Coast beach communities.

“I draw my inspiration from daily walks 
on the beach, and also by just living in 
the Beaches community,” Trbovich said. 
“Many of my paintings are of area build-
ings, some existing, some no longer stand-
ing. I love to stir the memories of residents 
and former residents with depictions of the 
places they grew up, especially of those 
residents who have moved to other parts of 
the country.”

For more on Trbovich and his artwork, 
go to pastagalleryart.com or facebook.com/
pastaartgallery. His work can also be found 
on Instagram.

The Professional Artists of St. Augustine 
Fine Art Gallery on Charlotte Street in 
downtown St. Augustine was founded in 
1982. The gallery’s mission is to showcase 
local and regional art and to educate and 
encourage area artists. 
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Meet artist Chase Parker at 
Grand Bohemian Gallery

By Shaun Ryan

The next great artist may well be 
Tampa-based Chase Parker, whose 
works have been personally selected 
by entrepreneur Richard C. Kessler of 
The Kessler Collection for exhibition at 
Grand Bohemian Galleries, including 
the gallery at Casa Monica Resort & Spa 
in St. Augustine.

Kessler recently issued an open call to 
emerging artists nationwide, a search for 
The Next Original. More than 1,800 art-
ists responded, submitting 5,000 pieces 
for consideration.

Parker is one of nine finalists selected 
to display his work. Throughout the 
year, the finalists will have their art 
featured in Times Square, as well as at 
the galleries.

Parker employs a variety of materials 
— both traditional and highly unconven-
tional — to create his unique mixed-

media works. Viewing Parker’s art, one 
encounters illustrations exploding from 
books, sculpted torsos comprised of 
butterflies and interactive illusions that 
can only truly be appreciated in person. 
There’s often a union of the two-dimen-
sional with the three-dimensional.

His works are attention-grabbers. 
When he first hung “Wonderland,” 

which is currently on display at a dif-
ferent Grand Bohemian Gallery, every 
single person entering the space made a 
beeline for it. The piece, which can be 
seen at grandbohemiangallery.com/art-
ist/chase-parker, depicts the protagonist 
of “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland” 
running out of the book and toward a 
castle. Real pages swirl from the book to 
create a surface for the art, which grows 
in realism and color as it gets closer to 
the center.

“I love just capturing people’s atten-

tion,” said Parker. “Especially with the 
book pieces. People are drawn to them.”

Spectators are also strongly attracted 
to Parker’s transitional paintings, which 
depict one image when viewed from 
the left and quite a different one when 
viewed from the right.

Parker enjoys watching people who 
are seeing his transitional images for the 
first time.

“They always do a double-take,” he 
said. “They walk backwards and then 
forwards and then backwards again.”

At the Casa Monica gallery, art lovers 
will have an opportunity to check out 
several of Parker’s unique creations and 
even speak with Parker himself during 
an event this week.

The Grand Bohemian Gallery at 49 
King St., St. Augustine, is planning a 
“Meet the Artist” event during the First 
Friday Art Walk, 5-9 p.m. March 3.

Photo provided by Grand Bohemian Gallery, St. Augustine
“Escape Artist,” a work by Tampa artist Chase Parker, 
is among the pieces on display at the Grand Bohemian 
Gallery in St. Augustine.

Artist Gary Trbovich joins P.A.St.A. Art Gallery 
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Apex Theatre Studio to present ‘Ride The Cyclone’
Apex Theatre Studio will present the 

off-Broadway hit musical “Ride The 
Cyclone” in its black box theater in St. 
Augustine on March 3-6 and at Guli-
ford Hall at Adele Grage Community 
Center in Atlantic Beach on March 
9-10. 

In this hilarious and outlandish story, 
the lives of six teenagers from a Cana-
dian chamber choir are cut short in a 
freak accident aboard a roller coaster. 
When they awake in limbo, a mechani-
cal fortune teller invites each to tell a 
story to win a prize like no other — the 
chance to return to life. The show is a 
funny, moving look at what makes a life 
well-lived.

The production is under the direction 
of guest director Nick Case, a gradu-
ate of Penn State University’s musical 

theater program. The musical direction 
is led by Joshua Sewell with choreogra-
phy by Laura Frye. 	

The cast features a mixture of Duval 
and St. Johns county students, including 
Haiden Matthews, Oliva DeMaio, DJ 
DeJesus, Miles Melanson, Owen Betan-
court, Ruby Simmons, Emily Gonzalez 
and George Eastman. 

Running time is 80 minutes. For 
tickets and information to go apexthe-
atrejax.com/events. The show is rated 
PG-13 for mature language. 

Shows are set for 7 p.m. March 4, 7 
and 9 p.m. March 5 and 2 p.m. March 6 
at Apex Theatre Studio Black Box The-
atre, 425 West Town Place, Unit 112, 
St. Augustine; and 7 p.m. March 9 and 
10 at Adele Grage Community Center, 
716 Ocean Blvd., Atlantic Beach.

ON STAGE
A roundup of musical acts appearing 

before April 3 at local venues
PONTE VEDRA CONCERT HALL

1050 A1A North, Ponte Vedra Beach
Purchase tickets at the St. Augustine Amphi-

theatre box office or ticketmaster.com.
For further information about each act, go to 

pvconcerthall.com/events.
• Swing With The Big Bands — 5 p.m. March 
5
• Alan Doyle — With special guest Chris Trap-
per. 8 p.m. March 7
• Tommy Emmanuel, CGP — With special 
guest Richard Smith. 7 p.m. March 9
• The Moody Blues’ John Lodge — Perform-
ing “Days of Future Passed.” 8 p.m. March 10
• Eric Johnson — 7:30 p.m. March 14
• Martin Sexton — With special guest Matt 
MacKelcan. 8 p.m. March 15
• Pepper — With special guest Joe Samba. 
7:30 p.m. March 17
• An Evening With They Might Be Giants — 
Ages 16+, no exceptions. 8 p.m. March 18
• moe. — 7 p.m. March 19
• Chelcie Lynn — 2 Fingers and a 12 Pack 
Tour — For mature audiences. 6:30 p.m. 
March 24
• Sam Morril — Class Act Tour 2023 — 5 and 
8 p.m. March 25

• Guster — 6:30 p.m. March 26

ST. AUGUSTINE AMPHITHEATRE
1340C A1A South, St. Augustine

Box office hours are 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Thursdays 
and Fridays, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Saturdays. 
Tickets sold at the box office are available via 
credit- and debit-card only. A valid ID is re-
quired for all box office transactions and ticket 
purchases must be made in person.

Tickets may also be purchased at ticketmas-
ter.com.

For further information about each act, go to 
theamp.com/events.
• Koe Wetzel —The Road to Hell Paso Pt. 
1 — With special guests Tyler Farr and Dylan 
Wheeler. 7:30 p.m. March 3.
• Joe Bonamassa — 8 p.m. March 11
• The Avett Brothers — 8 p.m. March 17 and 
18
• Widespread Panic — 7 p.m. March 24 and 
25, and 6:30 p.m. March 26
• Lucius “Love So Deep Tour” — Free event 
on the Backyard Stage. 7 p.m. March 31.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Image from The St. Augustine 
Amphitheatre

The Moody Blues’ John Lodge 
will perform “Days of Future 
Passed” on March 10 at the 
Ponte Vedra Concert Hall.
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Helen Mirren stars in “1923,” which begins streaming Sunday on Paramount+.
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Come and join us for our 2nd Annual Christmas Party at the link.December 16 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM» We’ll have a snow machine - Come play in the SNOW! 
» Write your letter for Santa and drop it into our special mailbox, which is bound for the North Pole!» Picture with Santa & Games for Kids» Theatre Performance by Sapna Academy Students

» Dance Performance by Level Up Dance - Competition Team» Wear your favorite Christmas Ugly Sweater - best sweater wins a prize!» Cookies, Hot Cocoa & Grinch Punch

Unique Space in the Heart of Nocatee425 Town Plaza AvenuePonte Vedra, FL 32081

HURRY! Scan the QR Code  to register before space fills up! For more information, call us at (904) 299-3671 or visit app.thelink.zone

I’ll combine your home & auto. You save.It’s called service.
Jonathan A Gibbs, AgentBus: 904-834-7312Ponte Vedra, FL 32081
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Photo courtesy of Hardage-Giddens Funeral Home
Hardage-Giddens staff members from left to right, Jody Brandenburg, Matt Tucci, Robert E. Moore, Robin Giddens Sheppard, Ray Szaltis, Jessica 
Carroll, Nick Kotek, Holly Nieves. Read more on page 2.
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Furyks celebrate award with $10K donation to JAGA Trust
With a sellout audience of 200-plus in 

attendance at Sawgrass Country Club, 
longtime local residents Tabitha and Jim 
Furyk and other leaders and contributors 
to the game of golf were honored at the 
seventh Celebration of Golf Banquet 
presented by Circle K Feb. 22.

The Furyks received the evening’s 
most prestigious honor, the Deane 
Beman Award, in recognition of their 
varied and outstanding contributions to 
the welfare and wellbeing of the less 
fortunate and in-need members of the 
community.

In a surprise development, the Furyks 
announced that the Jim and Tabitha Fu-
ryk Foundation would commit $10,000 
to the Jacksonville Amateur Golf As-
sociation charitable trust, with the trust 
selecting the Moore-Myers Children’s 
Fund graduates, who will receive schol-
arship support from it over the next few 
years. 

Moore-Myers is a JAGA member 
organization that strives to transform 
young lives by reinforcing key core val-
ues and to develop exceptional character 
using the game of golf as the vehicle.

The Deane Beman Award was estab-
lished in 2015 to recognize individuals 
who have had significant and long-term 
impact on or through the game of golf in 
the greater Jacksonville area. 

Unfortunately, Beman was unable 
to participate in the presentation after 
falling ill. However, in his absence, 

USGA, PGA TOUR and PGA TOUR 
Champions winner and longtime Beman 
confidant Bob Dickson presented the 
award to the Furyks.

It was quite a day for the Furyks, as 
earlier in the day Jim Furyk received 
news that he was one of 12 finalists be-
ing considered for 2024 World Golf Hall 
of Fame induction. 

The announcement about who will 
be part of the 2024 class will be made 
during the week of THE PLAYERS on 
March 6.

Since joining the PGA TOUR in 1994, 
Jim Furyk has won 17 titles and three 
on the PGA TOUR Champions, includ-
ing the 2003 U.S. Open and the 2021 
U.S. Senior Open. In 2010, he won the 
TOUR’s grand prize, the FedEx Cup.

Tabitha Furyk has been a strong 
advocate of Jacksonville charities since 
joining the PGA TOUR Wives Associa-
tion in 1995. 

She initiated “These Kids Can Play” at 
THE PLAYERS and has hosted several 
Operation Shower events in support of 
local military. 

She has been an active board member 
for a number of organizations includ-
ing Community Hospice, Blessings in a 
Backpack, Wolfson and Baptist’s Foun-
dation Board and is the heart and soul of 
the Jim and Tabitha Furyk Foundation. 

Residents of Ponte Vedra Beach and 
Jacksonville for 20-plus years, the Furyk 
family has focused on service, contri-

butions and charitable leadership that 
will make lives better for families and 
children who are less fortunate across 
greater Jacksonville.

In 2020, their foundation’s vision to 
help expanded with the announcement of 
the Constellation Furyk & Friends pre-
sented by Circle K, played at Timuquana 
Country Club in October. 

In two editions of the event, it has 
generated more than $2.5 million for 
area charities and was just voted “best 
tournament” by the PGA TOUR Cham-
pions players.

Prior to the tournament’s creation, the 
foundation had raised more than $4.5 
million for local charities bringing the 
total impact to more than $7 million.

The banquet was sponsored by Circle 
K and conducted by the Jacksonville 
Area Golf Association and Northern 
Chapter of the North Florida PGA with 
the support of the Jacksonville Women’s 
Golf Association, North Florida Golf 
Superintendents Association, First Coast 
Women’s Amateur and host Sawgrass 
Country Club.

Photos courtesy of JAGA
Jim and Tabitha Furyk were recipients of the 2023 Deane Beman Award.

(Left to right) Jim and Tabitha Furyk, Richard Blackston and Dr. Justine Redding of Moore-
Myers Children’s Fund, and Duke Butler III of JAGA/Northern PGA Chapter.

Past president Shari Zeimetz (right) presents the 2021-22 Jacksonville Women’s Golf 
Association Championship trophy to Susie Fonde.
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like it. The hole name? Risk. No 
need to explain why.

And now, the loveable, hated, 
despised, detested 17th. The Island 
Green. We’d like to call it Chomp 
for the alligator that lives in the 
lake, but people have been calling 
it the Island Green for so long that 
nobody will recognize it as any-
thing else. Deane’s Nightmare isn’t 
bad either, but again Island Green 
wins out. Pitch N Putt is descrip-
tive, but nobody wants to name 
this thing anything other than the 
name it has gotten over time. The 
Island Green, once and for all. 
Could have called it Tway for Bob 
Tway and his 12 there, but people 
are just not going to recognize that 
as the name of this meanspirited 
little clump of grass. Island Green, 
it is. Or even Island, for short.

Finally, one of the hardest holes 
on the course, which usually trades 
off with the 14th. It’s — ta da! 
— the 18th. The tee shot has to 
be squeezed into a fairway that’s 
slanting away from the golfer. If 
he’s lucky, his drive doesn’t go 
into the trees on the right. There’s 
a choice, in names, really. It 
could be Splash, to memorialize 
Jerry Pate’s victory in 1982. But it 
could just as easily be Dive, Dive, 
Dive. For now, we are going with 
Splash, but you can convince us 
that it needs to go the other way. 

Now aren’t those better than just 
the second hole? Or the 11th? We 
think so.

Maybe next year, we can start 
naming the hazards, but it’s doubt-
ful we’ll come up with anything as 
interesting as the ones at The Old 
Course at St. Andrews. They have 
names like the Principal’s Nose. 
Coffin. Hell. Spectacles. Strath. 
Road. And more. Each one has 
some kind of a story that goes with 
it. We may not be that lucky.

Holes
Continued from 18THE PLAYERS Profiles: 

Rory McIlroy, Scottie 
Scheffler, Collin Morikawa

With one week to go until the stron-
gest field in golf reconvenes at TPC 
Sawgrass, THE PLAYERS Champion-
ship sets the stage for the 2023 champi-
onship by profiling three of the biggest 
names in the sport who are among the 
favorites to create their defining moment 
on their way to hoisting THE PLAYERS 
Championship trophy.

 
Rory McIlroy

The 2019 PLAYERS Champion and 
reigning FedExCup Champion began 
the new season the same way he ended 
the last one — lifting a trophy. McIlroy 
successfully defended his title at THE 
CJ CUP in South Carolina in October 
to reclaim World No. 1 and become the 
first player since Tiger Woods in 2008 
to win in his season debut after claiming 
the FedExCup. Now World No. 3 with 
the top spot having changed hands in 
recent weeks, McIlroy returns to a com-

fortable venue in TPC Sawgrass where 
he won in the event’s return to March in 
2019. The defining moment that day for 
the 23-time PGA TOUR winner came 
at the 15th hole, where after a drive that 
landed in the fairway bunker, McIlroy 
blasted his approach to 13 feet to set up 
an unlikely birdie.

 
Scottie Scheffler

With a PGA TOUR-high four victo-
ries during the 2022-23 season, Scottie 
Scheffler’s breakthrough performance 
in his third full season on TOUR earned 
him PGA TOUR Player of the Year 
honors. Through six starts this season, 
Scheffler is already producing an impres-
sive encore, totaling four top-10s and 
a successful title defense at the WM 
Phoenix Open, where he momentarily 
recaptured World No. 1. At THE PLAY-
ERS, the native Texan is still in search 
of his first solid showing, missing the cut 

in his debut in 2021 (was in the field for 
the canceled 2020 event) and posting a 
T55 in 2022.

 
Collin Morikawa

Having emerged as one of the top 
players in the game the past two years, 
Collin Morikawa is in search of his first 
TOUR win since the 2021 Open Cham-
pionship and will look to use his ball-
striking prowess to add THE PLAYERS 
Championship to his list of prestigious 
titles. The Californian’s performance 
so far in 2023 suggests he is trending 
positively toward Pete Dye’s Stadium 
Course, with top-10 results in three of 
his four stars highlighted by a runner-up 
at the Sentry Tournament of Champions. 
In two previous starts at THE PLAY-
ERS, Morikawa has only managed a 
T41, but closed with a 66 in 2022 to take 
some momentum into TPC Sawgrass 
this time around.

File photo
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ACROSS
1. Relaxing place
4. Plant by scattering
7. A type of explorer
12. Unique traits
15. Lady
16. Dismayed
18. Railway
19. Type of whale
20. Sodium
21. Manning and Lilly 
 are two
24.  Where golfers begin
27.  Entrapped
30.  Influential punk artist
31.  Hebrew calendar month
33.  Car mechanics group
34.  Undesirable rodent
35.  Minneapolis suburb
37.  Witch
39.  Get free of
41.  A written proposal 
 or reminder
42.  British School
44.  Country on west coast 
 of Africa
47.  Cool!
48.  Information
49.  __ route
50.  Jim Nantz’s network
52.  Something to register  
 (abbr.)
53.  Give cards incorrectly
56.  One who’s learning on  
 the job
61.  Stevenson adventure  
 novel
63.  Taking careful notice
64.  CNN’s founder
65.  Speak badly of

DOWN
1.  A person with unusual  
 powers of foresight
2.  Single sheet of glass
3.  Portrays a character
4.  Expresses happiness
5.  Acquires

6.  “The Martian” author
7.  Degree
8.  60-minute intervals
9.  A detective’s pal
10.  Group of nations (abbr.)
11.  Popular Georgia rockers
12.  Fencing swords
13.  Basement
14.  Samoan monetary unit
17.  Male parent
22.  Finnish lake
23.  A smooth fabric
24.  Arctic explorers (abbr.)
25.  Mild yellow Dutch  
 cheese
26.  Very willing
28.  Expressed pleasure
29.  Lasso
32.  Hindu model of 
 ideal man

36.  Move your head 
 in approval
38.  Ill-__: gained illegally
40.  Die
43.  Accused publicly
44.  Precious stone
45.  Individual thing 
 or person
46.  Behaved in a way 
 that degraded
51.  Derogatory term
54.  No seats available
55.  Liability
56.  Popular beverage
57.  Tough outer skin of fruit
58.  __ Spumante (Italian  
 wine)
59.  Troubles
60.  Negative
62. Camper

C RO S S WO R D

S U D O K U

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Sharks punch 
ticket to second 

straight final four
By Jim Moyes

Ponte Vedra is headed back to the Final 
Four for the second straight season thanks 
to their 72-61 victory over Gainesville 
High in a regional final played in Ponte 
Vedra Feb. 24. 

After losing four starters from last 
years’ state runner-up team, the Sharks 
reloaded as they just got better as the 
season progressed.

Case in point — the Sharks were 
overwhelmed by Gainesville in an earlier 
pre-season clash by 16 points.

Setting the tone on the evening was the 
lone starter back from last season’s team, 
Nate Bunkosky.

The four-year starter and invaluable 
point guard ignited the Sharks victory in 
the opening quarter by drilling a trio of 
three-pointers as the home team busted 
out to an early 21-12 lead.

The visiting Hurricanes bounced back 
to close the gap to 32-31 at the halftime 
break, and even took a short-lived lead in 
the third quarter.

With some precision passing and even 
better shooting, the Sharks reclaimed 
the lead thanks to a pair of made three-
pointers from juniors Sam Ritchie and 
Brendon Hynes to take a 51-43 lead into 
the game’s final eight minutes.

Bunkosky got the Sharks off on the 
right foot in the final quarter by notch-
ing a three-pointer to pad their lead to 11 
points at 54-43.  

The closest Gainesville would close 
the gap on the Sharks lead was seven 

points, as the winners never lost their 
poise against the frantic pressure defense 
applied by the Hurricanes.  

Ponte Vedra picked the perfect night 
to have their best shooting performance 
from beyond the arc, as they made a 
season-high 12 three-pointers, four each 
from Bunkosky and Sam Ritchie.

It was a disappointing end to the season 
for the large contingent of followers from 
Gainesville, that included potential first 
round pick in the upcoming NFL draft 
and Florida Gators quarterback Anthony 
Richardson.

A pair of future Division 1 players 
Theo Stephens and 6-foot-8-inch Josh 
Hayes ended their careers with 25 and 15 
points respectively. 

However, when Hayes fouled out late 
in the contest, it proved to be the final 
blow for Gainesville.

Sam Ritchie led the balanced Sharks 
scoring attack with 21 points, while 
Bunkosky added 17 points, six assists and 
three steals and Israel Nuhu neutralized 
his counterpart Hayes in the middle with 
14 points and 10 rebounds.  

The Sharks will play in the state semi-
finals where their next opponent will be 
Wekiva (24-6), 67-64 winners in their 
regional final against Lakeland.

If the Sharks prevail and win against 
Wekiva, they would face the winner of 
the other semifinal pitting top-ranked 
Dwyer (27-1) vs. Wharton (24-6).  

The Sharks will tip off against Wekiva 
in Lakeland at 8 p.m. March 2.

Photo courtesy of Ponte Vedra High boys basketball
 The Ponte Vedra Sharks boys basketball team is headed back to the Class 6A final four for the 
second consecutive season.



Education

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM!  Train ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a Computer & Help 
Desk Professional now! Grants and 
Scholarships available for certain 
programs for qualified applicants.  
Call CTI for details! 855-738-9684. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET). Computer with 
internet is required.

Other

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN. FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:  
866-471-2576

Wanted to Buy

WANT TO BUY - Basic, flat bed knit-
ting machine. Used or new. Must 
be in working condition. Local. Call 
(904) 343-6136

Medical Help 
Wanted

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS!  A cheaper alternative to 
high drug store prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial-Only $99!  100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

Home 
Improvements

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! American Residential 
Warranty covers ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE/ $100 OFF POPULAR 
PLANS. 877-351-2364

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 855-919-2509

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able. Call: 888-460-2264

BCI Walk In Tubs are now on 
SALE!  Be one of the first 50 callers 
and save $1,500! CALL 888-687-
0415 for a free in-home consultation.

Home 
Improvements

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional 
installation. Top quality - Made in 
the USA. Call for free consulta-
tion: 866-636-1910.  Ask about our 
specials!
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www.pontevedrarecorder.com

All Line Ads are 4 lines, 
20 to 25 Characters Per Line. 

*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

CLASSIFIED RATES 2023
Message to Advertisers:
All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 

of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #CALL APRIL SNYDER
285-8831 ext. 1204

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Stay up to date on contests,
advertising specials, and real-time

news in Ponte Vedra.
Our fans get access to exclusive

content you can’t find anywhere else!
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Worship service held in an open-air building 
A simple place for reflection, surrounded by nature. 

Come as you are. All are welcome — even dogs.
SSuunnddaayyss  aatt  99::4455  aa..mm..

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.  
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Español
Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real insur-ance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258
Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is capable of 
full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. Call 
877-929-9587

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Down + Low Monthly Pmt Request a 
free Quote. Call before the next power outage: 1-855-948-
6176
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter protec-tion. Schedule free 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts available.  
Call: 855-761-1725
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support our 
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398
HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter where 
you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un-limited Data is Here. 
Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free Installation.  Call 
866-499-0141
Become a published author. We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet.  Free Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.  Promo Expires 
1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516
The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce reliance on grid, prepare for outages 
& power your home. Full installation services. $0 down 

financing option. Re-quest free no obligation quote. 1-877-
539-0299
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service. 
Now featuring our free shower package & $1600 off - limited 
time! Fi-nancing available. 1-855-417-1306
Switch and save up to $250/yr on  talk, text & data. No 
contract or hidden fees. Unlimited talk & text with flexible 
data plans. Premium nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. Limited time get $50 off any new account. 
Use code GIFT50. 1-855-903-3048
MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert system. 
Whether you’re home or away. For safety & peace of mind. 
No long term contracts! Free brochure! 1-888-489-3936
Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm for recipients 
of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet. Android tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping. Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892
Caring for an aging loved one? Wondering about options like 
senior-living communities and in-home care? Caring.com’s 
Family Advisors help take the guesswork out of senior care 
for your family. Free, no-obligation consult: 1-855-759-1407
Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. Credit 
Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have $10k or more 
in debt? Call National Debt Relief to find out how to pay 
off your debt for significantly less than what you owe! Free 
quote: 1-877-592-3616
Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free info package & learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971
DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB Games! Choice 
Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 devices at 
once. HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or 
higher.) No contract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-866-859-0405
Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get up to 100% back 
on vet bills? Physicians Mutual Insur-ance Company has pet 
coverage that can help! Call 1-844-774-0206 to get a free 
quote or visit insurebarkmeow.com/ads

Thinking of
Advertising 

in the
Recorder?

For more
informa� on

call 
(904) 285-8831
to speak with

a Sales Rep. today!

PINEWOOD APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE

Pinewood Apartments, a 
USDA/RD elderly project in 

Green Cove Springs is available 
for purchase by a nonprofit 
or unit of government for 

180 days from 
November 24, 2022. 

Contact Jay Mason at
 jay.mason@covington.net
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STRUGGLES TO READ & SPELL
STRUGGLES TO WRITE SENTENCES
STRUGGLES WITH MATH
NO MORE STRUGGLES AFTER
THE MORRIS CENTER
PONTE VEDRA BEACH
#TooGoodToBeTrue-for34years

www.TheMorrisCenterPVB.com
(904)834-2482


