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‘Gogh With Full Bellies hosted by Van Gogh
exhibit

Now through Sunday, Feb. 26, families or groups
can receive free admission for one party member to
“Beyond Van Gogh: The Immersive Experience” in
an effort to fight hunger locally.

To qualify, bring a bag of groceries to donate. Ac-
cepted items include nonperishable food and canned
goods. All donations will go directly to Feeding
Northeast Florida, the local arm of Feeding America.
Donations must be unexpired in new, unopened
packages. Nonperishable foods only. Suggested
value is $20, but there is no minimum monetary
value for donation.

“Beyond Van Gogh: The Immersive Experi-
ence,” produced by Paquin Entertainment Group,
is in Jacksonville through April 16. This immersive
experience features more than 300 of Vincent Van
Gogh'’s iconic artworks and takes the art lover into a
three-dimensional world that exhilarates the senses.

The party’s paid ticket(s) must be purchased on-
line in advance. Any paid ticket qualifies (including
children’s tickets). The donation admits one guest
(adult or child) for free.

The exhibit is at NoCo Center, 712 N. Hogan St.,
Jacksonville. For more information, go to VanGogh-
Jacksonville.com

Free showings of Jan. 6 documentary announced

A free showing of the Epoch Times documentary
“The Real Story of Jan. 6” has been scheduled for
6:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 27, at Harvest Time Church
of God, 4502 Old Middleburg Road, Jacksonville.
For tickets, go to https://www.tickettailor.com/
events/nefloridaelectionteam/858316.

A second showing is set for 2 p.m. March 18 at
First United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall, 225
East Duval St., Jacksonville. For tickets go to https://
www.tickettailor.com/events/nefloridaelection-
team/858396#.

This film is inappropriate for children, as it
contains scenes of murder and violence. For further
information, email bethheath@reagan.com.

Conquer the Trails 5K set for Feb. 25

The 6th annual Conquer the Trails 5K has been
rescheduled to Saturday, Feb. 25. The event is open
to the public. The road race starts at 9 a.m. in the
TrailMark community in St. Johns County.

The race is professionally chip timed by Florida
Race Day 5K. All participants get a race shirt (while
supplies and sizes last.) All finishers get a 5K finish-
ers medal. Awards will be given out to fastest male
and female runners in eight following categories.

The charity partner is Fur Sisters — Furever Urs
Rescue, a nonprofit organization that saves dogs

from overcrowded shelters and other urgent situa-
tions.

Entry fees for the race are $30 for the first 50 to
register, $35 for adults and $20 for children 12 and
under.

To register for the 5K, go to runsignup.com/Race/
FL/SaintAugustine/ConquertheTrails5kRace.

It will be held at 805 TrailMark Drive, St. Au-
gustine. TrailMark is located five miles west of the
[-95/International Golf Parkway exit 323 on Pacetti
Road.

Visit Jacksonville earns certified autism center
designation

Visit Jacksonville is Florida’s first destination
management organization to earn the Certified
Autism Center designation. This designation,
granted by the International Board of Credentialing
and Continuing Education Standards, recognizes
organizations that have undergone staff training
to better understand and meet the needs of autistic
visitors and their families.

Visit Jacksonville president and CEO Michael
Corrigan welcomed the designation, saying,
“We’re proud to be the first destination marketing
organization in the state of Florida to achieve the
Certified Autism Center status, but we’re most
proud to create a more welcoming and inclusive
environment for all who visit Jacksonville.”

Visit Jacksonville operates three visitor centers:
Jacksonville International Airport, Downtown
Jacksonville at 100 N. Laura St., and the Beaches
Museum in Jacksonville Beach, and also deploys a
mobile visitor center that travels to various events
statewide.

Equestrian Center welcomes Special Olympics
Florida

The Jacksonville Equestrian Center, a multi-
purpose facility managed by Northeast Florida
Equestrian Society/ H.O.R.S.E. Therapies Inc., a
nonprofit organization offering adaptive equine
therapy programs with therapy horses, is hosting
Special Olympics Florida for Equestrian Sports on
March 5 for the first time since the pandemic. The
qualifier will include equitation, working rail, pole
bending and barrel racing events.

The Special Olympics Florida’s mission is to
provide year-round sports training and competition
in a variety of Olympic-type sports for people with
intellectual disabilities who wish to participate,
giving them continuing opportunities to develop
physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience
joy and participate in the sharing of gifts, skills
and friendship with their families, other Special
Olympics athletes and the community.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

E
A
S
E

P
L
E
D

[]
E
C
T
o]

[]
S
E
R
A

o m|HA|>»|[— |4 |[> | ®»

W=

- BEEE

3111519(2(4]18|6]|7
4181265711139
6(7]9]8]|1]|314[2]5
11318]15(6(9]2|7|4
9(417|113(2]15|8]6
215161417(8]13]|9]1
5(213|7141619(1]8
8(611]219|517(4]3
7191413|8|1]16(5]2
JACKSONVILLE

AND GARDENS

DINOSAURIA

DINOSAURS + THE AGE OF FLOWERS
JACKSONVILLEZ0O.0RG

BY

PRESENTED

B VyStar



Ponte Vedra Recorder - February 23, 2023

COMMUNITY NEWS 3

Comments about county office sought

The St. Johns County Clerk of
the Circuit Court and Comptrol-
ler’s Office of Inspector General ment team by contacting:
is undergoing an assessment to Commission for Florida Law
receive accreditation by the Com- Enforcement Accreditation, P.O.
mission for Florida Law Enforce- Box 1489, Tallahassee, Florida

conduct an on-site assessment on
March 16 to review the Inspector
General’s Office policies, proce-
dures, management, operations, and  on the CFA website at www.flac-
support services. creditation.org.

As part of the assessment, staff The accreditation program

A copy of the standards manual
by which the Inspector General’s

to offer comments about the Inspec- ~ County Inspector General Nilsa
tor General’s Office to the assess- Arissa. According to Arissa, the
assessment team is composed of
assessors from similar agencies
and will review written materi-
als, interview individuals and visit
ment Accreditation (CFA). A team 32302. Email: flaccreditation@fdle.  offices and other areas to observe
of assessors from the CFA will state.fl.us compliance.

Upon completion of the review
by CFA assessors, the assessment
Office will be assessed is available team will report back to the com-

iTree Rem oval Experts
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Ronald Everett Brugger
Ronald Everett Brugger, 76,

of Jacksonville Beach, Florida,
died Feb. 18, 2023. Ponte Vedra
Valley Funeral Home, Crema-
tion Center & Cemetery - 904-
285-1130 - www.pontevedra-
valley.com

Morris Busbia
Morris Busbia, 85, of Jackson-
ville Beach, Florida, died Feb.

mission, which will make the deter- 16,2023. Ponte Vedra Valley
mination on granting accreditation.
If approved, the accreditation is
members and the public are invited manager for the office is St. Johns valid for three years.

Funeral Home, Cremation Cen-
ter & Cemetery — 904-285-1130
- www.pontevedravalley.com

DEATH NOTICES

Donald “Donnie” Gray
Donald “Donnie” Gray, 81, of
Jacksonville, Florida, died Feb.
15,2023. Ponte Vedra Valley
Funeral Home, Cremation Cen-
ter & Cemetery — 904-285-1130
- www.pontevedravalley.com

Mary Norton Hall

Mary Norton Hall, 97, of
Neptune Beach, Florida, died
Feb. 15, 2023. Arrangements
by Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral
Home & Cremation Centre.
www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-
249-1100

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELIN
SINCE 1962
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

TOM TROUT, inc.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

904) 737-5412 ¢ tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FRELE consultation!

PV2-LV45857

Exceptional View in Sawgrass Country Club

fireplace off the living room and a summer lanai off the family room with pool,
spa and summer kitchen.

3 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms, 1 Half Bathroom $1,800,000

Amazing Vistas in Deercreek Country Club

Spacious living with pool/spa and lake-to-preserve views in Deercreek CC, making it ideal for
easy commutes. Owner’s suite is located on 1st floor along with living room, dining room,
kitchen, butler’s pantry, powder room, family room and office. Upstairs are 3 additional and
spacious bedrooms, 2 full baths plus a flex space/theatre room. Sellers have many updates
including fully renovated kitchen and bathrooms. Don’t miss this one!!

4 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, 1 Half Bath $930,000

004.334.3104 cell
Sarah@SarahAlexander.net
beacheshomes.com

o Sarah Alexander, REALTOR®
A\

") \ p A |'_1
ALEXANDER

Marsh Landing Country Club

Beautifully updated home in Sandpiper Cove in Sawgrass CC. Cul-de-sac lot, spectacular Elegantly appointed 1-story ranch home with water to preserve views. Sought-after Marsh . .
water to golfviews. Built for year-mund outdoor Iiving with both a winter lanai with Landing Country Club. FuIIy equipped with open ﬂoorplan, the flow of the home is comfortable Thls oceanfront home on Ponte Vedra BIVd. WIth 110 ft' Of
and easy. Spacious screened porch off of formal living room provides nice space for casual
entertaining and perfect spot to watch the wildlife in the backyard lagoon sanctuary.

5 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms $1,500,000

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Florida Network Realty
“From Cottages to Castles™

©2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC An independently operated subsidiary of Homes Services of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway Home Services and the Berkshire Hathaway Home Services symbol
are registered servicemarks of Home Services of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

0ceafrnt Homeon Pote Vedra BId.

ocean frontage sold for lot value only at $10,500,000.

Luxury Intracoastal Estate

Private 4+ acre waterfront estate, custom-built with the utmost quality and security.
10,956 ft.2 of expansive eastern views of the Intracoastal Waterway, 160 feet of water front-
age, designed for year-round outdoor living complete with a 25,000-gallon salt chlorinated

pool, hot tub, dock and boatlift. Come enjoy unrivaled privacy just minutes away from the
world-renowned Mayo Clinic and Atlantic Ocean.

5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, 4 Half Baths, $6,950,000

Elizabeth Hudgins, REALTOR®

904.553.2032 cell ‘ ’
Elizabeth@ElizabethHudgins.com 9

beacheshomes.com ELIZABETH

HUDGINS
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Atlantic Beach to hold Weed Wrangle Feb. 25
weed wrang\e

Florida

By Anthony Richards

The City of Atlantic Beach will take
part in the statewide initiative called Weed
Wrangle with an event at Howell Park Feb.
25 from 9 a.m. to noon.

Howell Park is located at 810 Seminole
Road and will be one of seven various loca-
tions throughout the First Coast that will
host a Weed Wrangle.

The events are put on in conjunction with
National Invasive Species Awareness Week,
which strives to help organize volunteer ef-
forts to help rescue public parks and green

spaces from invasive species through a
hands-on removal process.

The focus will be on removing trees,
vines and flowering plants that are not
native to the area and therefore could be
harmful to the local ecosystem.

Volunteers are asked to bring their own
bottle of water and gloves if they have a
pair.

One of the focuses at Howell Park will
be searching the land for air potato vines,
which according to the Florida Museum
at the University of Florida, is native to

LetUs get social

Stay up to date on contests,
advertising specials, and real-time

news in Ponte Vedra.
Our fans get access to exclusive
content you can’t find anywhere else!
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

THE

| RECORDER

The Ponte v
Recorder "

RSVP REQUESTED
904-345-9320 OR
GALLERY?725(@GMAIL.COM

Asia, Sahara Africa and northern Australia,
but have found a home over the years in
Florida.

City officials in Atlantic Beach and
across Florida are worried about potato
vines, because as a non-native species,
there is nothing native that eats it, which
can result in it spreading to uncontrollable
heights in their “new world.”

According to the Center for Aquatic and
Invasive Plants at the University of Florida,
air potatoes have been listed as one of the
most invasive species of plants in Florida
since 1993 due to its ability to displace na-
tive species and disrupting natural process-
es, such as fire and water flow.

Air potato vines can grow very quickly
and grow more than 70 feet in length, typi-
cally climbing to the top of trees and envel-
oping and smothering them with its vines.

The University of Florida recommends
preventive measures such as cutting air
potato vines that are high in trees and
removing the bulbils (potato-looking things
growing from the vines), as research has

shown that even small bulbils are how new
plants take hold.

Homeowners are encouraged to plant
native alternatives to air potatoes, such as
Carolina Jessamine, Florida yam, purple
passionflower and American wisteria.

The initiative will also mark another
opportunity for Atlantic Beach residents to
clean up their homes by collecting any litter
seen while they look for the next potato
vine.

The advocacy group “Friends of Howell
Park” will be on hand to inform and sign
up any new members from the community
interested in joining.

For more information about the Weed
Wrangle initiative at Howell Park or the
Friends of Howell Park group, email site
captain Gretchen Deters-Murray at gretch-
ends@bellsouth.net.

A Weed Wrangle in St. Johns County will
be at the Mary Street beach access in St.
Augustine located at 5780 Gloria Ave.

Will Pate is the St. Augustine site captain
and can be contacted at wpate@sjcfl.us.

@a||€r>/725

13475 ATLANTIC BLVD
SUITE 6
JacksonviLLE, FL
32225
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Traffic light coming
to Palm Valley/South
Roscoe intersection

The structures for a pair of traffic lights have been placed where Palm
Valley Road and South Roscoe Boulevard intersect at the base of the bridge
going over the Intracoastal Waterway. An exact date of when the traffic lights
will be operational is not known at this point.
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Prescribed fires are a
useful tool in Florida's
fight against wildfires

By Anthony Richards

Prescribed fires recently took place along
Palm Valley Road in Ponte Vedra Beach,

which may have led some who saw the
smoke to question what was going on, as
smoke can easily be a sign that something is
wrong.

However, in that case it was completely
under control and it will not be the last time
these such prescribed fires will be taking
place around the area, as it is a practice
rooted in tradition for the state of Florida.

According to the Florida Department of
Agriculture, prescribed fires are one of the
most versatile and cost-effective approaches
that land managers can use.

The use of prescribed fires as a forest
management tool differs from state to state,
but the Florida Forest Service oversees one
of the most active prescribed fire programs in
the country.

Years of having such an active program has
resulted in the state having a regimented and
tested approach plan when it comes to prop-
erly and safely executing a prescribed fire.

The first step of a prescribed fire is that
burn managers try their best to find a natural
firebreak, such as a creek, from which they
begin a downwind “backfire” near.

Spot “headfires” ignited successively will
eventually join at the backfire, which will
have created a back line of area already
burned.

Several precautions are in place in order
to make sure a prescribed fire does not get
out of hand, including having a line of crew
members with shovels ensuring the burn is
contained by shoveling dirt to eventually
smother the flames.

A brush truck equipped with foam will also
be parked nearby as a last line of defense to
ensure the fire does not spread beyond the
designated region.

Having layers of precautions in place be-
fore every prescribed burn is key to making

Photo by Anthony Richards
Prescribed fires help reduce the amount of
natural “fuel” that grows along the floor of a
forest and can be spreaders of wildfire if not
maintained routinely.

sure that the fire does its ultimate job, which
is to help prevent wildfires from occurring.

Prescribed fires reduce the risk of wildfires,
by reducing the naturally occurring “fuels”
within forest areas, such as the thick brush
and debris that can grow along the forest
floor, which can make a wildfire spread and
become uncontrollable at a faster rate.

The U.S. Forest Service surveyed wildlife
statistics on federal land in the South during
the 1985 fire season and found that fires that
occurred in areas that had not had prescribed
fires accounted for 77% of the total acreage
destroyed.

On the other hand, only 17% of the
wildfires larger than 300 acres occurred in
prescribed burned areas.

Prescribed fires also produce benefits for
animals living in the forest, because those
creatures are affected in a negative way and
endangered during wildfires just as people
nearby are.

According to the Florida Department of
Agriculture, unlike a wildfire, prescribed fires
is rarely lethal to most forms of wildlife.

Increased benefits following a prescribed
fire include an increased yield of herbs and
legumes and an opening for feeding and
travel of wildlife.

Unmatched Compassion.
Record-Setting Results.

One of the largest injury judgments in
Florida’s history: $228 million.

R (904) 399-1609
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Billy Ryan grew up a baseball fan at heart and after spending years working in Major League Baseball in both scouting and
administration for the league, Arizona Diamondbacks and Atlanta Braves, he now calls Ponte Vedra home. His experience in
professional baseball taught him a lot about the business world, and he has found it easily translatable at his current job with real
estate technology company Avenue One.

Billy Ryan

As told to Anthony Richards

Can you please briefly tell us about
your background and where you are
from?

I grew up outside of Boston and was
always an athlete. It really became a big
part of who I was growing up. It was a
part of my identity.

I was fortunate to play college baseball
at Davidson before starting a career in
scouting.

I worked for the commissioner’s office
as an administrator in New York City
where I got a unique balance of baseball
and the business side of things.

I worked for the Diamondbacks and
then moved to Atlanta to be part of the
Braves organization right before our first
child was going to be born. It was a great
family move because my wife is from
Atlanta.

What brought you to Ponte Vedra?

We got married in Ponte Vedra years
ago and my wife came down here on
vacation growing up.

After I got out of baseball, the light-
bulb went off that we can pick where we
live for the first time.

That’s when I got the job at Avenue
One, which is a real estate technology
company that works with local small
businesses in dozens of cities across the
country.

Did your time in baseball help with
your role at Avenue One?

As a kid you play sports because you
love it, but it’s the culture and values that
keep you in it.

I didn’t realize how much the leader-
ship skills and teamwork from my days
in baseball would so easily translate to
the business world.

That teamwork and comradery is the
type of culture and atmosphere we’ve
instilled at Avenue One, and it is a really
successful business model.

I always like to give the benefit of the
doubt to former athletes during the hiring
process because you can learn so much
from playing sports. It teaches you how
to be a teammate and have empathy for
others.

I try not to lean on the sports analo-
gies too much, but it’s important to know
when to shoot the ball and when to pass
it.

What are the most rewarding parts
from working with Avenue One?

We’ve definitely grown a lot since we
started.

There are a lot of parallels to startup
companies and rebuilds that sports teams
endure. The foundation of a company or
team is what establishes success in the
future, and I place a lot of value in that.

It takes a lot of people to form the
continuity a company needs, and there’s
nothing like watching that take shape.

I remember watching the Braves win
the World Series a couple of years ago

and knowing that I had a hand in help-
ing that path to a title get started, and
knowing that there talented roster was
the result of years of planning and hard
work.

I’m hoping to see the same for Avenue
One, and I believe we have the pieces in
place to make that happen. Our future is
very bright.

What are some of your hobbies you
enjoy?

I started a blog at nooneiswatching.
com, which focuses on telling interesting

Contributed photo
After years in professional baseball organizations, Billy Ryan calls Ponte Vedra home and has transformed that into his current job with Avenue
One.

stories about how to go about living life
to the best of our abilities and cultivat-
ing one’s talent by understanding its all
about the way we approach our lives in
the moments when no one is watching.

I’m also a beach guy, so being near the
water is like therapy for me. It’s funny
how when you grow up in Boston, it’s
the same ocean but it feels like it’s totally
different once you get down here and
experience it.

My wife and I also recently had our
third child, so that is something else that
we have been really focused on.
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PGA TOUR champion enjoys something
greater than winning THE PLAYERS

P n V 1 B h to share with others, as Jesus described it,
onte ed abeac the ‘Good News of God’s Kingdom.””

resident now Spreadi ng McCumber won the prestigious tourna-

ment in 1988.

WOV d Of GOd Suppose you dine at one of the many

fine restaurants before or after the tourna-
ment. In that case, McCumber and other

Clay Today volunteer Jehovah’s Witnesses may offer
free Bible literature at portable carts

THE PLAYERS Championship, held around Sawgrass.
each year at TPC Sawgrass’ Stadium “I truly love the opportunity to share
Course, has been won by some of the with others what I’ve learned from the
most recognized names in the golf world Bible and how it has helped me in my
— Jack Nicklaus, Lee Trevino, Tiger life,” said McCumber.
Woods, Rory Mcllroy and Ponte Vedra So, what does he do when someone
resident Mark McCumber. recognizes him?

This year, the 2023 PLAYERS Cham- “I usually just smile and say, ‘I guess
pionship runs from March 7-12, and you you are a golfer, too!” It really just allows . . . Contributed photo
may see McCumber — but he won’t me to start a discussion with someone These days, former PLAYERS winner Mark McCumber is spreading the Gospel.
have a golf club in his hands. McCumber with whom I share a mutual interest,” he than two years has saved many lives,” McCumber said the principles he
volunteers to share encouraging Bible said. said Robert Hendriks, U.S. spokesper- learned from the Bible helped him in his
messages when he is not designing golf Jehovah’s Witnesses, including Mc- son for Jehovah’s Witnesses. “We’re personal life and playing golf.
courses or working as a sports commenta-  Cumber, have recently resumed their now ready and eager to reconnect with “The Bible lists patience as a fruitage
tor on SiriusXM. public ministry due to the coronavirus our neighbors once again — person-to- of God’s spirit,” he said. “To succeed as a

“Winning THE PLAYERS Champi- pandemic and their concern for keeping person, face-to-face. It’s not the only way professional golfer, you must exercise pa-
onship was extremely rewarding,” said everyone safe. we preach, but it has historically been the tience, take one shot at a time and handle
McCumber, “but nothing compares with “We believe that the early decision to most effective way to deliver our message the challenges presented. That is also true
the joy I feel when getting the opportunity ~ shut down all in-person activities for more  of comfort and hope.” in our ministry.”

WE BUY EXCEPTIONAL AUTOMOBILES
Classics — Sports — Convertlbles — Trucks — SUVs

WE WILL COME TO YOU! Rhys Slaughter — 904-580-8000 — SHOWROOM - ST AUGUSTINE
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Nocatee Rotary heroes receive honor medals

The Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra
(Nocatee) presented medals of honor for
service during the past year to St. Johns
County 2022 Firefighter of the Year Lt.
Mike Pepper from Station 18 in Nocatee,
and to St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office
2022 Deputy of the Year Senior Deputy
Nate Datsko.

The Second Annual Rotary Heroes
Awards event was also presented by
the Ponte Vedra Rotary Foundation, the
club’s charitable arm.

The awards were given in recognition
of excellence in vocational service, which
is Rotary’s theme for January. In addition
to the many Rotarians, family and friends
of the honorees who attended the event at
the Coastal Oaks Club House in Nocatee,
Sheriff Robert Hardwick and his wife
Kendell were in attendance, as was St.
Johns County Fire Interim Chief R. Scott
Bullard.

Members from the command staff of
both agencies, fellow co-workers, and
the 2021 Rotary Heroes also attended the
celebration.

Pepper is a 20-year veteran of SICFR.
He has been a mentor to numerous fire-
fighters throughout his stellar career.

When asked what inspired him to be a
firefighter, he said: “To serve the commu-
nity, and to foster long-term relationships
with like-minded individuals.”

Captain Shawn Vitori, who nominated
him for the award, said, “Lt. Pepper puts
absolutely 100% into everything that
he does, and he does so to the highest
standard.”

Husband, father and soon-to-be grand-
father, Pepper enjoys being with his fam-
ily and going fishing in his free time.

Datsko has been a deputy with the St.
Johns Sheriff’s Office since 2000, but he
has been in law enforcement for 32 years.
He has received numerous awards for
excellence throughout his career.

When asked what inspired him to go
into to law enforcement, he said, “Law
enforcement chose me; I didn’t choose
it.”

Datsko is a DUI enforcement deputy
and a homicide reconstructionist, which

ROTARY CLUB OF

PONTE VEDRA

% ]
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Senior Deputy Nate Datsko, left, and Lt. Mike Pepper have received the Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra’s Rotary Heroes Awards.

is a highly specialized area of traffic
homicide investigation.

SJSO Sergeant Scott Yeoman, who
nominated Datsko for the award said,
“He has always gone above and beyond
the call of duty, and he has a genuine
passion for protecting the citizens in St.
Johns County.”

When not on duty, Datsko can be found
on a golf course or playing his drums. He
is a husband, father and grandfather and
mentor to many people.

Kelly Altosino-Sastre, Rotary Club of
Ponte Vedra charter president and chair
of the Rotary Heroes Awards committee,
said, “These men who are exceptional
first responders have demonstrated ser-

Personalized financial advice

to help achieve your goals

Chris Thompson, CFP®, CRPC®

Associate Manager

Managing Director

Certified Financial Planner™

Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor™

904.380.2290

4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St. Johns County resident since 1993

vice above self throughout their careers,
and since this is Rotary’s motto, it is
fitting that they receive the Rotary Heroes
Awards. These heroes demonstrate their
dedication to the protection and the safety
of the citizens of Nocatee and St. Johns
County every day.”

In addition to the Rotary International-
sanctioned medals presented to them, a
donation was made to Mastiff Rescue of
Florida in honor of Pepper, and a dona-
tion was made to St. Jude Children’s
Hospital in honor of Datsko. These are
charities close to their hearts.

Sponsors for the event included No-
catee businesses Publix Charities, Star-
bucks in Nocatee Town Center and Alex

Quijano, photographer of Art and Alex.

The Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra, char-
tered in April of 2018, is one of 67 Ro-
tary Clubs in North Florida that comprise
Rotary District 6970. The club meets on
Tuesday mornings at 7:15 a.m. at Treylor
Park Restaurant in Nocatee Town Center.
The Ponte Vedra Rotary Foundation Inc.
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and
is the charitable arm of the club.

Rotary is a global network of 1.4
million neighbors, friends, leaders and
problem-solvers who see a world where
people unite and take action to create
lasting change across the globe, in com-
munities, and in ourselves. For informa-
tion, go to pontevedrarotary@gmail.com.

Come visit our new Grooming Salon ~- NOW OPEN!

Give your best friend
the Spa treatment'

<Brooming houldn’t be an all day event! Your pup will be groomed in a stress free
~ environment. Here af Pawgrass Dog Spa, we provide private spa rooms for your dog
to feel comfortable during their spa session — you'll be able to pick them up as soons

Ameriprise %

4 e 3
Finarcial as we are finished! Private rooms by appointment only. We also carry all natural dog

treats, toys, leashes, collars, brushes, shampoos and much more!

250 Solunu Rd., Ponte Vedra Beach
(904)532-3235 % www.pawgrassdogspa.com

[Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial | May Lose Value |

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®,
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. Amer\pnse Financial
Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. Al rights reserved.
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Will Tiger Woods play in this year’s PLAYERS Championship?

Will Tiger Woods enter THE PLAYERS — If he does, how will we know?

By Kathy Bissell

How will any of us know if Tiger
Woods decides to even think about enter-
ing THE PLAYERS? All we have to go
on is last year, when he decided to play
a practice round at Augusta National to
see if he could manage that course for
the Masters. It was a Tuesday, the week
before the 2022 event.

Augusta National is very beautiful,
but it is also a very hilly walk, and if he

couldn’t walk it, he couldn’t play it. That,

of course, is why he went.
Well, Tiger’s arrival caused a social
media blowout, a Golf Channel frenzy

as well as many Tiger headlines, to say
the least. The way we found out about
his practice round was fairly comical, re-
ally, a combination of tweets from Tiger
Followers, Eureka Earth and people who
know how to follow airplanes when they
take off from an airport. Plus, there was
someone at the airport in Augusta, where
his plane landed, who provided video.
You can’t hide a plane, at least not easily.
Honestly, I don’t know how people
track planes. I can hardly find my car on
Google maps between my house and Pub-
lix. And when I need it most, my Android
Auto fails. Always happens. It will fail to
load. It won’t recognize my phone. It asks

Right Off A1A «

BUY and SELL with confidence:
Gold ¢ Silver

(904)686-7686
PONTEVEDRACOIN.COM \

Ponte Vedra Welcomes

N
> >

R

SRR
Jewelry ¢ Diamonds ¢ Watches /4 i
T
2 Fairfield Blvd, Ponte Vedra Beach _’: (! ”

for stuff I don’t understand or can’t do
while I’'m driving. Sorry, Google, but it’s
true. However, you have to trust me about
people getting their planes tracked. There
are specialists in this.

Now should I have an Apple phone?
Well, I would have if there had been any
available the last time I changed wireless
companies. But there weren’t and my ex-
isting phone was damaged. Enter Android

File Photo

and now Android Auto. Enough of that.
Back to tracking Tiger.

So, what happened first when Tiger
went to Augusta was that Twitter nearly
broke itself into a million pieces. Some
enterprising person found that his plane
had taken off from South Florida and
landed in Augusta, Georgia, and tweeted

TIGER continues on Page 28

PONTE VEDRA TAP ROOM — NOW OPEN
Ponte Vedra's Neweat Hangout

Mll iy | ‘m.
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GREAT VENUE FOR YOUR SMALL OR LARGE SO(IM GATH[RING

(904) 395-3989
Center
155 Tourside Dr., Ste 1500 Ponte Vedra Beach, FL tap liat.

WWW.TRASCAANDCO.COM [ WWW PVTAPROOM. COM
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Volunteers make teddy bears, blankets

Lap blankets made by volunteer Margie Clyma let children
know that they are loved.

Over the past year, Jacqueline Reimann and her nine
volunteers have been busy knitting and crocheting 24
teddy bears and seven lap blankets for the young cancer
patients at Wolfson Children’s Hospital.

The teddy bears average 18 inches in height and are
very soft. Many have adorable designs on them. The
young patients receive them while undergoing treatment
and like to hug them. The teddy bears are a comfort to
the children at a difficult and challenging time.

As a four-time cancer survivor, Reimann has a good
idea what these children are going through.

This year’s volunteers are: Teddy bear makers —
Maria Hendricks, Kathleen Tuggle, Jean Watson, Jackie
Harris, Deb Varley, Stephanie Benson, Laura Burke and

for children ﬁ

14

A local group of kind-hearted volunteers have made 24 teddy
bears to be given to children at Wolfson Children’s Hospital.

Janice Rogers. Margie Clyma made lap blankets.

“This might be a small donation, but every teddy bear
makes a difference in a child’s life,” Reimann said.

She encourages other people to also give, regardless of

ting

Photos provided by Jacqueline Reimann
A teddy bear given to a child at a difficult time can be a great
comfort.

the size of their donations.
“Giving is a wonderful thing,” she said. “It makes you
feel good and puts a smile on your face.”

Interior Lighting ® Exterior Lighting ® Ceiling Fans
LED Bulbs ® Lamps ® Mirrors ® Framed Art ® Lamp Repairs
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(904) 379-8828 | www.firstcoastlighting.com

10130 Phillips Hwy, Jacksonville, FL. 32256
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OVER 80 BRANDS AND THOUSANDS OF STYLES TO CHOOSE FROM!

Community
Hospice
Foundation
names

new board
members

New members were recently elected
to the Community Hospice Foundation
Board of Directors.

The Community Hospice Foundation,
which is governed by a separate board,
generates philanthropic and community
support for patient care services, fam-
ily needs and community programs.
The foundation is also the main source
of funding for Community PedsCare, a
nationally recognized pediatric pallia-
tive and hospice program that provides
life-changing services to more than 235
patients and their families each day.

Community Hospice Foundation is
dedicated to advancing philanthropy to
enable Community Hospice & Pallia-
tive Care to fulfill its mission and vision.

MEMBERS continues on Page 24
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Photo provided by the Ponte Vedra Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution
Pictured from left are: front row, Zack Hanburry, Liam Puzey, Kate Hurford, Ella Spencer-Gardner and Natalie Gavarrette; back
row, Erika Carpenter, Lisa LaMonica, PVPV Rawlings Principal Jesse Gates, Regent Phyllis Baehrend, American History Chair
Brandy Hibbard, Landrum Middle School Principal Guy Harris, Greg Arcuri.

American History Essay
Contest winners named

The Ponte Vedra Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) named the winners of this
year’s American History Essay Contest at the Feb. 7
meeting.

Each winner was presented with a certificate and $50
dollars. Students from grades five through eight were
challenged to learn and write about the Second Conti-
nental Congress, which was instrumental in the founding
of the United States. They were to imagine they were a
delegate representing their colony, and to explain what
they needed to accomplish for their colony and for the
future of our country.

One essay from each grade was selected as the out-
standing essay by the Ponte Vedra Chapter DAR and
forwarded to the Florida State Society DAR for state
level competition.

Zack Hanburry, fifth grader from PVPV Rawlings
Elementary School, wrote as a delegate from North Caro-
lina. From Landrum Middle School, Liam Puzey, sixth
grade, represented Rhode Island; Kate Hurford, seventh
grade, represented Pennsylvania; and Ella Spencer-Gard-
ner, eighth grade, wrote her essay on behalf of the colony
of Virginia.

casual

Family Owned & Operated °

i

Immediate

The students read their essays to the Ponte Vedra
Chapter DAR members, guests, families, teachers and
principals at the meeting.

The National Society DAR selects the topic each year
and the program is open to all students in grades five
through eight, from all public, private, parochial and
home schools. All essays must be received by a local
chapter before being forwarded for state consideration.

Ponte Vedra Chapter received 288 essays this year.
Florida has 112 active chapters. If your student or school
would like to learn more about the American History
Essay Program, contact the Chapter Regent at regent.
darpontevedra@gmail.com for additional information.

The DAR is a non-political lineage service organiza-
tion whose purpose is to promote historic preservation,
education and patriotism. The Ponte Vedra Chapter is
very active in the community, supporting numerous
projects. It has a monthly social and a book club. The so-
cial is the third Tuesday each month at Pussers in Ponte
Vedra Beach at 5:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome.

For more information about DAR and the Ponte Vedra
Chapter, go to DAR.org or contact the Ponte Vedra Chap-
ter Regent at regent.darpontevedra@gmail.com

Patio Furniture

a Wicker .
" Aluminyy,
Cast up 1o

. . 40% off

. SUGY. retaj| .

Delivery * Wholesale Prices

History
presentation
delights
crowd in
Nocatee

More than 300 people crowded into the Nocatee
Crosswater Hall on Feb. 2 to hear local historian and
author Scott A. Grant deliver a presentation on the
history of “Ponte Vedra, Palm Valley and Nocatee.”
The throng of residents and curious locals were ec-
static as they listened to the well-crafted presentation,
even those forced to stand in the back and along the
sides. They laughed, they exclaimed, and they smiled
as Grant took them on a journey through 400-plus
years of the unique history and culture in this area,
from Ponce De Leon to Ernest Matthew Mickler.

Photo provided by Scott A. Grant
Local historian Scott A. Grant is seen at Nocatee Crosswa-
ter Hall where he entertained about 300 people with his
presentation.

650 Blanding 11323 Beach
Orange Park Jacksonville
904-579-3455 904-641-8308

.......................................................

Mon-Sat 9-5 « Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you
may do so within 30 days for a full refund.
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The Recorder’s garden columnist Kathy Esfahani of Kathy’s Creative Gardens &
Nursery shares her tips for growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

Photos provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery

Flower of the Week |

-

Azaleas

“Flowers always make people better, happier
and more helpful: they are sunshine, food and
medicine for the soul” — Luther Burbank

By Kathy Esfahani

The blooming of Azaleas marks the
beginning of spring in the southern
United States! These evergreen
shrubs show off seasonal blossoms

in reds, purples, pinks, and whites.
Azaleas are widely recognized for
the bountiful color lining the Augusta
National golf course during The
Masters tournament in April, but,

in our north Florida home, we are lucky to enjoy these
bright blooms beginning in February!

Azaleas are low maintenance shrubs that look
beautiful planted individually or in groups. When
planning azaleas for your landscape, look for areas with
loose, well drained soil and a mix of sunlight and shade.
Most Azaleas prefer morning sun and afternoon shade.
Too much full sun can burn the plant’s leaves, but too
much shade can reduce the shrub’s ability to grow and
bloom. Azaleas are often found planted in wooded areas

Kathy Esfahani

Fashion Azalea

where they receive filtered sunlight, but they are also a
great choice for foundational plants around a home or
borders along a garden bed. Additionally, these shrubs
are useful as a backdrop in a landscape because they are
evergreen plants that produce early spring color!
Related to the larger Rhododendron, Azaleas are
available in many varieties and sizes. They range from
dwarf types that remain under 3 feet tall to larger plants
that can grow to 20 feet in height. Here in northeast

Azalea

Florida’s planting zone 9A, the most popular types of
Azaleas are Encore, Fashion, Formosa, George Tanler,
Gerbing, Red Ruffle, and Southern Charm.

Although some prefer Azaleas to be allowed to grow
informally, light pruning after the blooming season can
encourage more full development as the plant grows.
If you choose to prune your Azaleas, be sure to do so
quickly after the spring blooming ends.

Azaleas use the warm summer months to begin
developing the buds that will be next year’s blooms.

Happy planting!

Flower of the Week: Azalea

Please email Kathy at kcg.pvr@gmail.com for any
questions or gardening tips you would like to see in
the future. For more information & ideas, visit Kathy’s
Creative Gardens & Nursery, 196 N. Roscoe Blvd. The
phone number is 904-655-7373.
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Photo by Anthony Richards

The pool at SwimFun is indoors and heated so that it is always at 90 degrees which according to Panfili is a comfortable temperature for babies.

SwimFun combines survival aquatics,
STEM for game-changing model

By Anthony Richards

Bobby and Nicki Panfili opened Swim-
Fun in November 2022 and in just a short
amount of time they have begun to adapt
the mindset surrounding swim safety.

Survival aquatics is the term coined by
SwimFun to describe the type of approach
they use when teaching infants and young
children the life-saving techniques that
could help save their lives when around
water.

In almost about four months, SwimFun

COOKING

JAX

STUDIO

is already up to 170 members and that
number only continues to climb, espe-
cially as the warmer weather and “swim
season” is just around the corner.

Panfili attributes the rapid growth and
interest to the fact that they have a unique
model that not only includes the swim
academy and survival aquatics, but also
an array of STEM-related activities out-
side of the pool.

“We really did this to give something
back to the community, because my wife
and I just felt that there was something

SPRING BREAK & SUMMER CAMPS
ENROLLING NOW

jaxcookingstudio.com | 904-.379-6220 | 14035 Beach Blvd

missing,” Bobby Panfili said. “A lot of
people see this as a very unique swim
school, but I set out from the beginning
to reimagine the business and build my
own brand. That is what I am passionate
about.”

By involving gaming and STEM as-
pects to accompany the swimming, Panfili
has been able to do just what he sought
out to do by changing the way the world
views swimming academies.

“I know that seems like kind of a
quirky idea, but somebody just has to go

and originally do it,” Panfili said. “The
original idea was to build a state-of-the-
art swim school with gaming aspects so
that kids had something to do while they
were waiting for their siblings to finish
their swim lessons before and after.”

As they looked into gaming, they real-
ized the potential was there to do some-
thing very different and continue to add to
the revolutionary model they had already
created on the swim side of things.

“We felt that there was a very unique

SWIMFUN continues on Page 14
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Douglas Anderson
School of the Arts

—— A Duval County Public High School

TRANSFORMING LIVES,
ONE ARTIST AT A TIME.

If your child has a special talent in the arts, Douglas
Anderson School of the Arts can help foster their growth
and excellence as students, grades 9 through 12, are
carefully nurtured through intensive study.

Established as an arts school in 1985, the school attracts
students from all parts of North Florida and South
Georgia who have talent in dance, instrumental or vocal
music, performance or technical theater, film and video
production, creative writing and visual arts.

A high academic standard — coupled with broad arts
curriculum — offers students an opportunity to excel
in a chosen discipline while preparing them for post-
secondary education.

To learn more about the school and its programming,
go to douglasandersonSOTA on Facebook, or online
at da-arts.org.

Where Arts and Academics Meet Excellence

Please visit the www.da-arts.org
for more information and audition requirements.

2445 San Diego Rd. - Jacksonville, FL 32207

SwimFun

Continued from 13

way to socialize gaming without it just
becoming a lot of screen time,” Panfili
said. “We built a full-fledged gaming
arena with over 20 TVs all with Xbox
and Nintendo Switch consoles, as well

as virtual reality rides. Taking something
that would generally be construed as very
introverted and making it more extro-
verted is something I’m very passionate
about. It’s so great to see these kids come
out of their shell.”

SwimFun’s mission is to end all child
drownings through swimming education
and doing so at an early age, especially
with the amount of water the state of
Florida has within its borders and sur-
rounding it.

However, helping to make a safer world
does not have to be at the expense of fun
and that is the vibe the Panfilis have been
able to successfully create at SwimFun.

“There are so many layers pertaining
to what we set out to do,” Panfili said.
“From a swim school perspective, we’ve
really tried to reimagine and regulate
the idea of survival aquatics for infants
and then give them a progression model
where they can continue to hone their
skills beyond just surviving in the water,

Photo courtesy of SwimFun
SwimFun director of aquatics Paige Kirshner works with an infant as part of the survival
aquatics program.

instead of just having a six-week program
and then being done.”

Babies can take part in a bridge
program that takes them from survival
aquatics to the swim academy instruction,
which can be started as early as two years
old and can go until they are 12 years old.

“We will be there for them every step
of the way on their journey,” Panfili said.

The pool at SwimFun is indoors and
heated so that it is always at 90 degrees
which according to Panfili is a comfort-
able temperature for babies.

One of the great things that Panfili
believes his model has is the ability to be
replicated and is open to the possibility of
franchising SwimFun not just throughout
the area but even one day throughout the
country.

He knew that was the way he could re-
ally create something that could be shared
with the masses, and he considered that
when he designed the concept, including
making the pool above ground to save on
cost and make it easier for franchise own-
ers to get started.

“This is a model that has infinite possi-
bilities,” Panfili said. “We’ve already had
inquiries from South Korea, Australia,
and states like California and New York.
It is insane what we’ve been able to do
and how we’ve taken everything to the
next level.”

Photo courtesy of SwimFun
Children take part in the STEM gaming portion of the SwimFun experience.
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A visit to the
Chocolate Factory

The creative Academy at Christ Church, 400 San Juan Drive, Ponte Vedra, will stage
Roald Dahl’s “Willy Wonka” this weekend. Tickets are available at CecWilly-wonka@
ticketleap.com. The cast of 30 includes performers between the ages of 8 and 77.
Showtimes are: 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 23, and Friday, Feb. 24; and at 2 and 7 p.m. on
Saturday, Feb. 25. For further information, email Barbara Roberts at barbiekroberts@
gmail.com.

Contributed photo

Healthy and fun rainy day activities for kids to do this spring break

Living in Florida, the weather can be rent, informational classes, rooms for club at www.iheartnaptime.net/play-dough- their sheltered locations. Serve plenty of
unpredictable. When inclement weather meetings, and even arts and crafts events. recipe/. Children can spend hours molding  healthy snacks and a few sweet treats to
threatens, some creative thinking may be Check to see if your local library requires the playdough into imaginative creations. munch on during the film.
necessary to keep kids happy and oc- masks to participate indoors. Visit a museum Play in the rain
cupied. Here are a few ideas for getting Establish an indoor campsite Communities across the country are Just because it’s raining doesn’t mean
started. Camping is a popular outdoor activity home to various museums, some showcas-  outdoor fun needs to be entirely curtailed.
Plan a scavenger hunt that can go on rain or shine. Those who ing ancient artifacts and others touting Children can gather in a garage with the

Parents or caregivers can hide an item are averse to camping in the rain can rec- novelties. For those concerned about door left open. Then they can take turns
and set children on the course toward reate the magic of camping indoors. Setup  indoor crowds, try visiting shortly after dashing out to stomp in puddles or dance
finding the treasure by providing clues a tent or make a lean-to from blankets and doors open or an hour or two before doors in the rain showers. Just have plenty of
that incrementally lead to the final hiding sheets. Use a fireplace or stove to roast close. Foot traffic tends to be lower at towels on hand and choose a warm rainy
place. marshmallows and make indoor s’mores. these times. day so kids won’t catch a chill.

Visit the library Make homemade playdough Host an outdoor movie viewing Poor weather necessitates having indoor

Libraries have a host of activities ideal Invite a few of the children’s friends Homeowners with covered awnings or activities ready for kids. Thankfully,
for rainy days. Apart from various genres over and mix up a batch of homemade outside porches can project a movie onto a  there’s plenty of entertaining ideas to keep
of reading materials, there are movies to playdough. A handy recipe can be found screen and have movie-goers watch from them occupied.
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GUEST COLUMN

The power to |mprove mental health

By Patti Greenough

Near the end of “The Wizard of Oz,”
Glinda the Good Witch informs Dorothy
that she always possessed the power to
return home. Eighty-three years after the
beloved children’s classic hit the screen,
that little bit of dialogue is still generating
encouraging memes and anecdotes.

Why? Because people want the power
to help shape their own stories and make
a difference in the world around them. In
an era of nonstop news, much of it bad, it
is all too easy to feel powerless, espe-
cially when confronting a situation such
as our nation’s escalating mental health
crisis. That is unfortunate, because men-
tal illness is something that touches all of
us — and also because it is something we
have the power to improve.

Here in Northeast Florida, we have
created the Talkable Communities (TC)
initiative to exercise that power. Founded
by five local behavioral health CEOs, TC
seeks to promote social connectedness,
reduce or eliminate the stigma associ-
ated with seeking mental health care, and
teach our families, friends and neighbors
how to recognize the signs of mental ill-

e Tenderness

e Swelling or bruising

e Feelinga "pop” with immediate pain o

Patti Greenough

ness and respond appropriately.

Now preparing to enter its third year,
the initiative helps to stem the tide of
anxiety, depression, addiction and suicide
in our region by providing information
and resources to community members
and encouraging them to share. With
grant support from Florida Blue Founda-

Foot and ankle pain doesn’t have to be your normal.
But how do you know when it's time to see a doctor?

If you're experiencing any of these 5 symptoms, you could be making your
foot or ankle worse by waiting:

e Difficulty standing or walking

Jacksonville Orthopaedic Institute physicians are experts in foot and ankle conditions, offering pain
management, physical therapy, non-invasive and minimally invasive procedures.

If more advanced treatment is needed, we offer innovative new options that could speed your
recovery and help you get back on your feet again.

Excessive redness or open skin

tion, TC seeks to make mental health an
ongoing topic of conversation among
Northeast Florida residents of every age,
ethnicity and background, and to equip
them with information they can use to
help others in need of support or inter-
vention.

Talkable Communities provides three
free mental health trainings.

“Youth Mental Health First Aid”
teaches participants how to identify, un-
derstand and respond to signs of mental
health issues and substance use among
children and adolescents ages 6-18.

“It’s Time to Talk About It!” teaches
family members, caregivers and others
who interact with young people how to
recognize the risk factors and warning
signs of youth suicide.

Finally, “Question. Persuade. Refer.”
trains people in “QPR” — how to recog-
nize the warning signs of a suicide crisis
and then question, persuade and refer
someone to help.

The TC trainings are available online
and in person, the time commitment is
minimal and the process is all about em-
powering individuals to nurture and serve
their communities.

TC was founded on a vision of commu-
nities where people know about mental
health and substance abuse disorders,
freely talk about their own mental health
and encourage others to do so, and where
the skills to respond to mental health
emergencies such as substance use and
suicidal thoughts are commonplace.

To paraphrase Glinda, you have the
power to help realize that vision right
now. By devoting a day or less of your
time to a mental health training, you
can make a positive difference for the
people around you. And by sharing what
you learn, you can help shape the story
of Northeast Florida into one in which
elevated wellness, decreased suicide and
ongoing community engagement result in
a much happier ending for us all.

To learn more, go to TalkableCommu-
nities.org

Patti Greenough, M.Ed., C.P.P., has
more than 40 years’ experience in the
field of mental health prevention and
treatment. She is CEO of EPIC Behav-
ioral Healthcare in Flagler and St.
Johns Counties and a founder of the
Talkable Communities initiative.

Get back on
your feet again.

Mark Gould, MD

Why live with foot and ankle pain?

Mark Gould, MD, a foot and ankle
specialist with Jacksonville Orthopaedic
Institute, is conveniently located at
Baptist Beaches, 1350 13th Avenue
South, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250.

Call us today for an appointment!

904.J01.2000 (564.2000)
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Physicians providing care at Baptist hospitals are not employees or agents of the hospitals. Jacksonville Orthopaedic Institute specialists are employed by Jacksonville Orthopaedic Institute, Inc.
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Baptist Health, Jaguars promote sleep safety for newborns

Baptist Health, including Wolfson
Children’s Hospital, and the Jacksonville
Jaguars are teaming up to help reduce the
infant injury and death rates associated
with unsafe sleep practices. For the next
year, babies born at a Baptist Health hos-
pital will be sent home with a safe sleep
kit as part of the newborn’s first postnatal
well-baby visit.

The safe sleep kit will include:

* A tip sheet with instructions for creat-
ing a safe sleep environment

* A Jacksonville Jaguars-themed sleep
sack, which is designed to help remind
parents how to clothe and position their
baby for safe sleep

* A book, “Sleep Baby Safe and Snug,”
which was created by Charlie’s Kids
Foundation to share safe sleep recom-
mendations in an easily understandable
and memorable way

“Our goal is to provide safe sleep edu-

‘/‘
)

cation to new parents or caregivers taking
their precious family members home. We
want to increase positive birth outcomes
by helping new parents and caregivers
provide the safest sleep environment for
their child,” said C.C. Brooks, MSN, RN,
vice president of patient care services and
nurse executive for Wolfson Children’s
Hospital.

This effort is just one part of the ongo-

neighborhood revitalization and caring
for Jacksonville’s next generation.

Health began during the team’s own in

said Jaguars President Mark Lamping.

Baptist Health to benefit the local com-

munity by supporting youth development,
“The Jaguars’ relationship with Baptist

fancy in 1995 and continues to this day,”

“Our new sleep safety program reflects

uars Foundation’s commitment to youth
development, beginning at birth and
continuing until these smallest fans grow
into our community’s future leaders.”
According to the American Academy
- of Pediatrics (AAP), nearly 3,500 infants
die of sleep-related infant deaths in the
United States each year. Locally, the
Community Health Needs Assessment for

than-state-average infant mortality rate in
the Jacksonville region. In Duval County,
there is an average of 17 sleep-related
deaths each year. Unsafe sleeping prac-
tices can contribute to that rate.

The AAP recommends the following
to create a safe sleep space for newborn
babies:

* Place infants on their backs to sleep
in their own sleep space without other
people.

* Use a crib, bassinet, or portable play
yard with a firm, flat mattress and a fitted
sheet.

* Do not allow baby to sleep on a
couch, armchair, or in a seating device,
such as a swing or car safety seat (except
while riding in the car).

* Keep loose blankets, pillows, stuffed
toys, bumpers and other soft items out of
the sleep space. A sleep sack is a suit-
able alternative to blankets to keep baby
warm.

The safe sleep kit is part of Baptist
Health and Wolfson Children’s ongoing
Safe Sleep Initiative, which promotes
infant health and development by using
safe sleep practices within the organiza-
tion’s hospitals, providing training for
team members, offering education for
new parents/caregivers, and community
outreach efforts.

ing collaboration between the Jaguars and

i SRR e
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that longstanding partnership and the Jag-

CANNABIS
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the Jacksonville area revealed a higher-

Comprehensive &

Personalized Care
FOR ALL MUSCULOSKELETAL CONCERNS

The orthopedic team at
Ortho One provides extensive
solutions to auto accident
injuries, workers’ compensatio

injuries, and sports injuries.

Fady Bahri, MD
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

George Bahri, D0
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

Ralph Rizk, DO
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON &
TOTAL JOINT SURGEON

ORTHO ONE

1851 Old Moultrie Rd., St. Augustine, FL 32086

6100 Kennerly Rd, #202 1045 Riverside Ave, #100 1760 Edgewood Avenue W
Jacksonville, FL 32216 Jacksonville, FL 32204 Jacksonville, FL 32208

Haitao Zhang, MD
PAIN MANAGEMENT

Michael Song, MD
INTERVENTIONAL PAIN
MANAGEMENT

ORTHOPEDIC
SPECIALISTS

794 Blanding Blvd
Orange Park, FL 32065

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR HEALTH INSURANCES

ELBOW PAIN - SHOULDER PAIN - KNEE PAIN - FOOT & ANKLE PAIN - HAND & WRIST PAIN
HIP PAIN - LUMBAR SPINE ISSUES - TOTAL JOINTS - PAIN MANAGEMENT

1405 S Orange Ave #601
Orlando, FL 32086

(904) 619-3048 - www.orthoonejacksonville.com f
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What does a heart attack

A
Anthony Magnano MD

By Anthony Magnano MD,
Ascension St. Vincent's Riverside

According to the CDC, someone in
the United States has a heart attack
every 40 seconds. Unfortunately, many
of us are not aware of the signs and
symptoms. The longer you wait to seek
treatment after symptoms begin, the

166 A1A N
SUITE 100
PONTE VEDRA

BEACH

-
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WL WWW FIRSTCOASTAUDIOLOGY.COM &

greater your risk of significant damage
to the heart muscle, which can lead to
heart failure, dangerous arrhythmias or
even death. February is American Heart
Month, which makes now the perfect
time to review the symptoms of a heart
attack.

What is a heart attack?

About 800,000 Americans have a
heart attack (or myocardial infarction)
every year, according to the American
Heart Association. When fat and choles-
terol deposit in the wall of the coronary
artery, plaque forms, which can eventu-
ally limit blood flow to the heart muscle.
While a mild narrowing typically
produces no symptoms, even a moderate
narrowing can cause chest pressure dur-
ing exertion (called “angina”). This is
because the reduced blood flow cannot
meet the heart muscle’s oxygen needs.

When the cap of a plaque in the artery
ruptures, it can become an ulcer, form a
blood clot and cut off blood flow com-
pletely. Even smaller plaques can rup-
ture and are often the culprit in a heart
attack. The region of the heart served
by the blocked artery is then deprived

First Coast
AUDIOLOGY

SPECIALIZING IN TINNITUS, HEARING LOSS AND

COGNITION

FIRST COAST
MOBILE AUDIOLOGY
HAS EXPANDED!

HEARING EVALUATIONS &
CONSULTATIONS
TINNITUS TREATMENT
COGNITIVE SCREENING
HOME VISITS
CERUMEN REMOVAL

904 - 501 - 228ij;;I-'IEA_RI_NG AID MAINTENANCE |

of oxygen and causes that segment of
the heart to die. During a heart attack,
the affected part of the heart fails to
contract, causing the pump to weaken, a
state referred to as “heart failure.” The
damaged heart tissue can also trigger
abnormal and dangerous heart rhythms.

Who is at risk for a heart attack?

It’s crucial to be aware of risk factors
that make you more likely to have a
heart attack. Some cardiac risk results
from items out of our control, such as
genetics, age and gender. The good
news is that we can modify other fac-
tors, like smoking, body weight, diet,
exercise, blood pressure, cholesterol and
blood glucose to decrease our chances
of a heart attack substantially. In fact,
the World Health Organization estimates
that up to 90% of heart disease may be
preventable with meticulous attention to
these seven risk factors.

What are the symptoms of a heart
attack?

Chest discomfort is the primary sign
of heart attack, though it often presents
as more of a dull, heavy pressure that
may spread to the arms, neck, jaw, back
or upper abdomen. Shortness of breath,
nausea, cold sweats, lightheadedness
and an uncomfortable sense of danger
may also be present. It is important to
remember that some heart attacks can
present without chest pain as the main
symptom, especially in women or the
elderly.

If you notice heart attack symptoms,
call 9-1-1.

Don’t take any chances. Call 911
when you first suspect a heart attack,
stroke or any other heart emergency.
Acting fast could save your life or a
loved one’s. Don’t assume it’s “noth-
ing” — some heart attacks can happen
suddenly, but do not ignore a more
gradual onset of mild discomfort. Listen

“REMIER
DENTAL

—
2 |
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eel like?

to your body and call 911 if you feel any
discomfort in the chest or upper body,
experience shortness of breath, break
out in cold sweats or have nausea or
lightheadedness.

How do you recover from a heart
attack?

Depending on the severity, your heart
may not function as well following a
heart attack. That’s why it is important
to make the lifestyle changes neces-
sary to help your heart heal and prevent
other health problems from occurring.
Commit to a healthier diet, find ways
to manage your stress and cut smoking
out entirely. You might also consider
exercising more frequently if your heart
strength permits. Be sure to talk with
your doctor to determine the right recov-
ery program for you.

Dr. Anthony Magnano is a Ponte Ve-
dra resident and chief of cardiology
at Ascension St. Vincent’s Riverside
in Jacksonville. For more informa-
tion on Magnano and his specialty

in treating atrial fibrillation, go to
Healthcare.ascension.org or call 904-
388-1820.
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St. Jude Miracle on the Bayfront Gala gives local residents an opportunity to help defeat childhood cancer.

Gala raising funds to fight childhood cancer

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
is leading the way the world understands,
treats and defeats childhood cancer and
other life-threatening diseases. In its ninth
year, on April 5, St. Jude Miracle on the
Bayfront Gala will raise funds through
ticket sales, silent auction and donations.
Guests will enjoy a pre-event cocktail
hour, dinner, live and silent auctions and
live rooftop entertainment and dancing
with music by The Life Atlantic.

“We’re so honored to provide sup-
port to such an important organization,”
said Tammy Harrow, co-host of St. Jude
Miracle on the Bayfront Gala. “All of the
proceeds raised go straight to St. Jude.
As a parent myself, being able to offer
support to a family going through the un-
imaginable, to help ease even one worry

— it’s why we do it.”

St. Jude Miracle on the Bayfront Gala
will be held 6-10 p.m. April 5 at the
White Room, 1 King St., St. Augustine.
Attendees can purchase tickets by choos-
ing from different levels of sponsorship.
Packages begin at $2,500, include from
eight to 16 tickets, and offer unique ways
to recognize your critical support.

For smaller parties, individual tickets
are a new addition and may be purchased
for $200 per person.

For those who cannot attend, but would
still like to show their support, donations
are accepted. To purchase tickets or make
a donation, go to stjude.org/get-involved/
find-an-event/dinners-and-galas/miracle-
on-the-bayfront-gala.html.

When St. Jude Children’s Research

Experts in autism spectrum
disorder to speak March 8

The 13th Annual Autism Symposium:
Current Medical Evidence and Interven-
tions Regarding Autism will feature three
speakers with expertise in the field of
autism spectrum disorder (ASD). The
symposium is presented by Wolfson
Children’s Hospital, Baptist Health, the
University of Florida College of Medi-
cine — Jacksonville, Nemours Children’s
Health, Jacksonville and ConnectABLE.

The symposium is open to anyone with
an interest in ASD. Speakers include John

N. Constantino MD, Emily Hotez PhD
and Nathan Call PhD.

It will be held from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday, March 8, at University of
North Florida, University Center, 12000
Alumni Drive, Jacksonville.

Ticket price of $75 includes continental
breakfast and lunch. For general informa-
tion, email Jacqueline.Bargas@bmcjax.
com. Online registration is required and
is available at autismsymposium13.event-
brite.com until March 6.

Hospital opened in 1962, childhood can-
cer was considered incurable. Since then,
St. Jude has helped push the overall sur-
vival rate from 20% to more than 80%.
In many developing countries, however,
only one out of five children diagnosed
with cancer will survive.

St. Jude cares for children regardless
of race, ethnicity, beliefs or ability to
pay. Families never receive a bill from
St. Jude for treatment, travel, housing
or food — so they can focus on help-
ing their child live. St. Jude can provide
children with cutting-edge treatments not

Contributed photos

covered by insurance, at no cost to fami-
lies through generous donor support.
“When you look at the costs of some
of these life-sustaining procedures,”
said Harrow, “$750 for just three days
of oxygen, $5,000 for only a day in the
Intensive Care Unit — it’s overwhelm-
ing. At a time when the family just needs
to focus on caring for their child, we can
be working in the background, raising
the funds to help cover those costs. When
you attend the Miracle on the Bayfront
Gala, you’re providing that support.”
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LaCURA, “the cure,” offers a space where customers come to relax and
heal. We provide a nuturing, calm, and comfortable atmosphere for
all who are serviced at LaCURA. When clidents enter out salt therapy
rooms or our infrared sauna, the stress reducing effects emitted by the
negative ions in the Himalayan salt environment may be felt almost
immediately, enhancing the mind-body-spirit connection.

Salt therapy, also known as Halotherapy, is a drug-free, non-invasive treatment
that improves health problems you may be experiencing such as asthma, allergies,
and some respiratory illnesses.

804-A Anastasia Blvd - St. Augustine, FL
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PulteGroup announces final homesites
at The Trails at Grand Oaks

PulteGroup has announced final new-home opportunities
at The Trails at Grand Oaks. As of Feb. 1, there were only
four homesite opportunities available at the master-planned
community, which is located 2.5 miles west of I-95 in St.
Johns County.

“Our success at The Trails at Grand Oaks, where we’ve
sold nearly 130 new homes in a short time, is a result of the
community’s appealing location, desirability and the incred-
ible value that Pulte offers,” said Tony Nason, division pres-
ident, PulteGroup Northeast Florida Division. “Homeown-
ers at The Trails at Grand Oaks enjoy consumer-inspired,
single-family homes designs, family-friendly amenities and
easy access to shopping and business centers.”

The open-concept home designs remaining at The Trails
at Grand Oaks offer Craftsman, Coastal or Traditional ex-
teriors. Homes designs range in size from 1,775 square feet
to 2,082 square feet with three or four bedrooms. The Trails
features water and preserve homesites. Single-family homes
at The Trails at Grand Oaks by Pulte Homes are priced from
the low-$400s. The Trails at Grand Oaks is a natural gas
community.

Residents will enjoy a variety of amenities including a
resort-style pool, fitness center, sports courts, tree house and
more. Retail, dining, grocery and medical facilities are all
within four miles of the community.

The Trails at Grand Oaks is located at 22 Myrtle Oak
Court in St. Augustine. For more information, call 904-644- .
1920 or go to pulte.com/jacksonville. Contributed photo

= S .
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New phase at the Preserve at Bannon Lakes opened

PulteGroup has announced a new phase of homesites at
The Preserve at Bannon Lakes, a new construction commu-
nity offering single-family homes from the $300,000s within
the Bannon Lakes master-planned community in northern
St. Johns County.

“The Preserve at Bannon Lakes has become a sought-after

' s ‘ T : 3 il EALEISER ST I S AR location for homebuyers,” said Tony Nason, president of
Bannon Lakes ' ‘ TONEE G G e e £ PulteGroup’s Northeast Florida Division. “The community
Phase 2A, 2B and 2C | i FL et S offers a prime location that’s close to nature, shopping, golf

* 3 | and beaches, and residents of all ages enjoy recreational
amenities and single-family homes on preserve and water
view home sites.”

The Preserve offers 40-, 50- and 60-foot homesites and
16 beautiful single-family floor plans, ranging in size from
1,720 square feet to more than 4,100 square feet. Pulte’s
wide range of home designs include three to six bedrooms
and two to six bathrooms with stunning thoughtfully-de-
signed spaces, sophisticated upgrades and spacious modern
living.

Three decorated model homes are currently open at the
Preserve at Bannon Lakes. Pulte has announced plans for a
new model home coming later this year for a total of four
models.

Bordered by 20,000 acres of pristine preserve land, yet
only half a mile from Interstate 95, Bannon Lakes offers a
variety of amenities including a resort-style pool, clubhouse,
fitness center, pickleball and sport courts, a dog park and

more.
1 (O ik b o A oo s s DA o A W e o Ao 0 0 ot o o Lakes is a natural gas community and features a Fiber
network with fast, reliable internet.

Bannon Lakes is located at International Golf Parkway
and Bannon Lakes Boulevard. For more information, call
904-604-7254 or go to Pulte.com/PreserveBannon.

More Life Built In°

The Preserve at Bannon Lakes | Site Map

e

PulteGroup released this map of a new phase of homesites at The Preserve at Bannon Lakes.
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Housing market warms up for buyers, sellers

It may only be February, but when it
comes to buying and selling homes in
Northeast Florida, it seems that spring is
already here.

“The weather is warming up and so is
the market,” said Northeast Florida Asso-
ciation of Realtors 2023 President Diana
Galavis, noting that it seems like the
spring selling season has already landed
in Jacksonville.

Active inventory gradually rose in
January 2.6% to 5,011 units in the six-
county region, and the month’s supply of
homes has risen 57.5% since December
2022. This demonstrates a further stabi-
lization of the housing market, which is
something both buyers and sellers can
cheer about.

“The spring selling season is off to an
early start with more available inventory
for buyers,” Galavis said. “Sellers are
confident and ready to move, which is
reflective of the number of new listings
on the market. The affordability index has
increased to 76 which gives more oppor-
tunity to buyers looking to afford a home.
More days on the market are a breath of
fresh air for some buyers. This allows
buyers to feel less pressured and enjoy
more breathing room as they shop for a
property. Buyers seem to be more com-
fortable with interest rates and are ready
to take advantage of the much-anticipated
spring market.”

At 76, Northeast Florida’s Home
Affordability Index reflected a 4.1% in-
crease in January from December’s mark
of 73, and a considerable improvement
from 2022’s low of 67 in October. The
Housing Affordability Index measures
housing affordability for the region. In
other words, it measures whether a typi-
cal family earns enough to qualify for a
mortgage on a typical home, based on
current interest rates, median income, and

The grand foyer welcomes you to a stunning

& sophisticated dining room, revealing living
room that exposes one of Ponte Vedra’s best kept
treasures, the Pete Dye designed golf course &
waterfront views. This home is simply gorgeous!

temporary is light, spacious, with an open floor
plan that connects the large kitchen, & great
room to a spacious living room, foyer & dining
room. Offered for $2,349,000
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median home prices. A higher number
means greater affordability. An index
value of 100 means that the average fam-
ily has exactly enough income to qualify
for a mortgage.

“Northeast Florida’s Home Afford-
ability Index rose to 76 in January, giving
buyers who are entering the market a bet-
ter opportunity to afford a home,” Galavis
said.

In January, the median sales price of
single-family homes in Northeast Florida
was $360,000, a mild 2.7% drop from the
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previous month. Pending sales in January
rose 29% to 1,698, while new listings
jumped 34% to 2,650. The median
number of days on the market in Janu-
ary was 55, a 14.6% leap from the prior
month. Meanwhile, closed sales dropped
to 1,074, which is a 34.9% decrease from
December 2022 and indicative of the
housing market as it says goodbye to the
holiday season.

“The January market reflects a signifi-
cant increase in months of supply, mov-
ing Northeast Florida closer to a stable
market,” Galavis said. “Closed sales were
down for January, but this is a typical
slow up for the time of year. Factors such
as interest rates, loan processing times,
and inventory play a role in the lower
closed sales in January,” she said.
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As the housing market begins to heat
up this spring, Galavis reminds both
buyers and sellers of the importance of
enlisting a Realtor to assist them as they
embark on what may be the most impor-
tant transaction of their lives.

“In a fast-paced, shifting market such
as what we have been experiencing the
past couple of years, it is important to
have a Realtor as your trusted advisor to
help navigate the process of buying, sell-
ing and investing in real estate,” she said.
“There are many downpayment and fi-
nancing options that Realtors understand,
which can help both buyers and sellers
reach their real estate goals.”

In St. Johns County, January 2023
median prices fell slightly by 2.7% to
a median price of $526,500 for single-
family homes. The median days on the
market were 49, a 25.8% drop from the
month before.

Month-to-month, closed sales plum-
meted 38.5% to 259, pending sales
climbed 32.2% to 390, and new listings
shot up 42% to 612. Active inventory
rose to 1,240 homes, an increase of 4.1%
from December 2022, and 4.8-month
supply.

The affordability index inched up 4%
to 52, demonstrating that St. Johns Coun-
ty became just slightly more affordable as
it continues to remain the most expensive
area to live in the region.

In Duval County, the January 2023
median price of single-family hous-
ing was $308,000, a slight decrease
from December 2022 when it registered
$319,945. The median days on the market
in January was 50, a 28.2% increase over
December.

Month-to-month, closed sales dropped
36.2% to 547, pending sales rose 24%
to 857, and new listings rose 34.8% to
1,357. Active inventory for the county
was 2,381 homes, an increase of 2%
from December and a 4.4-month supply.
In January, the home affordability index
showed housing was becoming slightly
more affordable by registering at 88, an
increase of 4.8% from the month before.
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Real estate firm
reveals new global
brand identity

Ahead of its global brand’s and via the millions of market-
10-year anniversary, Berkshire ing pieces, digital impressions
Hathaway HomeServices Florida and brand awareness campaigns
Network Realty unveils a refreshed generated each year and proudly
look. The modern design paired displayed on company and agent
with sophisticated and vibrant websites, yard signs, marketing col-
colors bring a fresh identity to the lateral and more.
brand. Berkshire Hathaway HomeSer-

“Our new look brings a mag- vices Florida Network Realty will
nificent new identity to our brand,” incorporate the refreshed look and
said Berkshire Hathaway Home- feel in a phased approach with the
Services Florida Network Realty environment and economics being
President Ann King. “Our refreshed  important considerations of a proj-
look pays respect to our past and ect of this scale.
our core foundations of who we are The Berkshire Hathaway Home-
as a brand and perfectly positions Services Luxury Collection also
us for the exciting future ahead.” reveals a refreshed look. Luxury

The Berkshire Hathaway Home- Collection specialists comprise
Services style evolution is centered an exclusive group of real estate
on the needs of real estate profes- professionals and an unparalleled
sionals working within a business portfolio of the most magnificent
that is driven both digitally and properties around the globe.
with an emphasis on personal To view the Berkshire Hathaway
connections and relationships. Are-  HomeServices refreshed look and
freshed brand logo, refreshed color for more information, go to bhhs.

palette and modern typography will ~ com/refresh.
be showcased throughout the world

We Build On Your Lot

St. Johns Housing
Partnership unveils 25th
Anniversary logo

The St. Johns Housing Partner-
ship (SJHP), creating safe, clean,
affordable housing in North Flor-
ida since 1998, has unveiled its
25th Anniversary commemora-
tive logo.

“I have a deep appreciation
for and pride in our agency and
what we have accomplished,”
said SJHP Executive Director
Bill Lazar. “T want to extend my

Lazar. “That means that what’s
considered ‘affordable’ depends
on a household’s income.”
The St. Johns Housing
Partnership is committed to
creating, maintaining and
preserving high-quality
affordable housing and pro-
viding supportive services for
residents of low and moderate
incomes as well as an emerging,

sincere gratitude and thanks to the struggling segment that includes
extraordinary staff members, volunteers, first responders, teachers, health care
donors and partners who have contributed workers, hospitality and restaurant employees.
significantly to STHP’s mission over the last They do this by creating links between the
25 years.” public and private sectors on projects that
SJHP works with public and private sectors create low- and moderate-income housing,
to enhance and provide affordable housing rebuild neglected homes and neighborhoods,
programs. Services include a nationally recog-  thus benefiting disadvantaged areas and
nized weatherization program, new construc- enhancing community economic and social
tion, energy audits, repairs for the elderly, development.
disabled or low-income families and rental “Our goals have remained consistent for 25
and purchase programs. years, but the economy, pandemic and soaring
“Affordable housing is housing that a prices have presented unprecedented challeng-
household can pay for, while still having es that we face every day,” Lazar noted.
money left over for other essentials like food, To help, call 904-824-0902 or email info@
clothing transportation and health care,” said sjhp.org for more information.

S *"47 QUADRILLE WAY
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL 32082

You've found the perfect location. Let's bring your unique vision to life with
a new custom home that perfectly suits your lifestyle and your lot.

\ z CONTACT MICHAEL O'BRIEN TO GET STARTED
‘ MOBrien@ARHomes.com - (m) 407-340-3395 - (0) 904-880-5500 x. 1
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St. Johns County Reentry Center cuts ribbon

Operation New Hope has announced
that it will now be offering its nationally-
recognized Ready4Work reentry training
and support program to people prior to
release from the St. Johns County Jail.

This new partnership with the St.
Johns County Sheriff’s Office is made
possible because of a generous ARPA
grant from the United Way of St. Johns
County. This community partnership
was celebrated recently at the St. Johns
County Reentry Center ribbon cutting,
presented in conjunction with the St.
Johns County Chamber of Commerce.

More than 100 community stakehold-
ers gathered to celebrate this first of
its kind partnership. Sgt. Mike Clark
stressed the importance of providing sup-
port and training people in preparation
for release.

“This is an exciting day,” said St.
Johns County Sheriff Robert Hardwick.
“The people who serve time behind these
walls are human beings, and we’re going
to make them something better than what
they came in as.”

He continued by adding, “And it’s
working, by the way. We have reduced
recidivism in St. Johns County by almost
10%. We went from 26% to 17%, when
the national average is over 40%. We are
doing this together as a society.”

“After listening to the Sheriff, I’'m
ready to run through a brick wall! I’'m
like, “Yeah! Let’s Go!’” said Operation
New Hope’s President and CEO Reggie
Fullwood.

In a more serious tone, he added, “It
really starts with leadership, and I can
tell you, Sheriff Hardwick, that your
commitment makes all the difference.
The impact and the commitment of this
team is just tremendous. I want to thank
the United Way and St. Johns County
for believing in us and supporting this
pilot project that will allow us to provide

BT TE—

Contributed photo

The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce recently hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony for the St. Johns County Reentry Center. Operation New
Hope helps people find their place following release from incarceration.

training before people get out. So that
when folks do get out, the transition time
is shorter.”

Ready4Work graduates then took the
podium to share how the reentry support
they received at the St. Johns County Jail
and Operation New Hope has set them
up for success.

“I thought I was on my own and that
there was nobody there for me,” said
Traci Dielmann. “People who come in

here are broken. But what Operation
New Hope has done for me is rebuild my
confidence and allow me to go out and
say, ‘I’m just a normal human being. |
made a mistake, and I’m here to make
up for it.” I have a huge team behind me
now.”

“This is huge,” added Weston Roche-
ford. “This is amazing. In a short amount
of time, I went to Operation New Hope,
and they changed my life.”

“I honestly don’t know where I would
be today,” said Billy Case. “A few short
months ago, [ was a guest at this gated
community, and now I have a nice place
to live. I’ve got a nice car. I’ve got a very
good job, money in the pocket, money in
the bank. And each day this gets better
and better and better. Thank you.”

Lt. Melton closed out the event and
thanked everyone for making this com-
munity partnership a great success.

Members

Continued from 10

Funds raised through the foundation
enhance the quality of life for patients
and families and support unfunded

and underfunded patient care, outreach
programs and services for those facing
advanced illness and grief. Its donors
make it possible to continue to provide
community programs and compassionate
care to all who need it, regardless of their
ability to pay.

Members of the board of directors
serve a three-year term and can be re-
elected for two additional three-year
terms.

The Community Hospice Foundation’s
new Board Members include:

» Jennifer Cleek is a project manager at
MMI Inc., a robotics company dedicated

to improving clinical outcomes for pa-
tients undergoing microsurgery. She and
her husband Brian live in Ponte Vedra
Beach with their three boys, Wyatt, Hud-
son and Theodore. She is president of the
PTO at Ponte Vedra Rawlings Elementary
School, volunteer basketball coach at the
Ponte Vedra YMCA and assistant girls’
basketball coach at Bolles.

* Lou Caldropoli recently retired from
Swisher International where he worked
for more than 27 years. At Swisher, he
held numerous positions, including his
last role as chief operations officer. He is
a member of the St. Johns County Police
Athletic League Board and the Finance
Council of the Diocese of St. Augustine.
He and his wife, Lina, have four children
and four grandchildren.

* Neill Lasher is a Realtor at Berkshire
Hathaway Florida Network Realty and
a lifelong resident of Jacksonville and

Ponte Vedra Beach. She is a mother to
Wyatt, and twins Lawton and Harbor.
She is involved in the community as a
member of the Development Council at
Wolfson Children’s Hospital and Bap-
tist Foundation, as well as a committee
member and former chair for the Wolfson
Children’s Challenge and co-chair for
Halloween Doors & More.

» Pamela Steitz, who moved to Ponte
Vedra Beach in 2000, is married to Bill
with their three children Nicholas, Kevin
and Alexa. She has worked in a multi-
tude of volunteer capacities, including
Community Hospice in 2005 during the
inaugural year of Halloween Doors &
More, Women'’s Leadership Council and
Community PedsCare Respite Center
Feasibility Study. She recently hosted
an event where she raised more than
$75,000 for the Community Hospice
music therapy program.

* Bret Catto is the vice president and
general sales manager for Tom Nehl
Truck Co. and oversees the new and used
truck sales and the leasing division. He
lives in Jacksonville with his wife, Susie,
and their sons, Thomas and Matthew.

* Nancy Latinberg, a Jacksonville na-
tive, has raised her four children with her
husband Richard. She volunteers with
several local nonprofits using her exper-
tise in public relations and event plan-
ning from her past career. She became
active with Community Hospice during
the inaugural Halloween Doors & More,
joining the Community Advisory Board
shortly thereafter. She developed the Teen
Advisory Board, where members act as
ambassadors to raise awareness and funds
for the Community PedsCare program.
She has also served as grant chair and
president of the Women’s Leadership
council.
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Junior Achievement names award
wmners for annual Hall of Fame

Junior
Achievement of
North Florida
has scheduled
its Hall of Fame
Luncheon for
May 25 at the
University of
North Florida’s
Adam W. Her-
bert University Center.

The nonprofit’s largest annual
fundraiser and awards presentation
supports its mission to inspire and
prepare young people for success.

The community can get involved by
becoming a sponsor of the event, and
100% of the funds raised will provide
financial literacy programs to North
Florida’s students.

Sponsorship levels range from the
top $15,000 presenting levels to the
$2,500 chairman level. Those inter-
ested should contact JANFL President
Shannon Italia at shannon@janfl.org or
call 904-398-9944, ext. 228.

“Businesses, organizations and indi-
viduals can help us make a difference
in a student’s life by supporting us so
we can give them the tools they need
for economic success,” said Italia.
“Our programs help shape the next
generation and prepare them for the
future by providing important lessons
in financial literacy, entrepreneurship
and workplace readiness. We need
the community’s support to help us

Andy Kaufmann
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continue this mission.”

In addition to serving as a fundrais-
er, JA of North Florida’s Hall of Fame
is also a chance to honor outstanding
individuals and businesses within the
community. The awards presented
at the event include the Thompson
S. Baker Award, the Educator of the
Year Award, the Volunteer of the Year
Award and the Company of the Year
Award.

The most prestigious award is the
Thompson S. Baker “Solid as a Rock”
Award, which will be given to Andy
Kaufmann, owner and CEO of Zawyer
Sports. Kaufmann is the 24th recipi-
ent of the award, which is given to an
individual dedicated to bettering the
community through leadership, hands-
on involvement and philanthropic
deeds. It was named after Thompson
Baker, the founder of Florida Rock
Industries and the award’s first winner,
who unselfishly contributed to the
community.

Kaufmann is an entrepreneur who
was exposed to business as a child by
his father, his real-life hero and role
model.

He got his start helping in the family
business as a young child by assem-
bling emergency kits for his father who
paid him in baseball cards. He went on
to earn his degree in marketing from
Emerson University and helped de-
velop and support teams in the marine
and outdoor industries before entering

the world of sports entertainment.

He currently serves as CEO/owner
of the Jacksonville Icemen, Commu-
nity First Igloo and Savannah Ghost
Pirates and is a minority owner of the
Fort Myers Mighty Mussels.

Kaufmann was chosen for the
Thompson S. Baker Award because
of his commitment to the city and
the community. His values align
with those of JA, and he is a real-life
example of what JA is trying to realize.
He believes in the boundless potential
of young people and is an advocate
for the programs that can help build a
more sustainable world.

Kaufmann, his wife Farah, and their
two sons, Sawyer and Zachary, are ac-
tive in the Jacksonville community. He
is committed to raising his family here
and to making Jacksonville a great
place to live and thrive.

Three other awards will be presented
at the Hall of Fame Luncheon. The Ed-
ucator of the Year Award will be given
to Deidre McNair-Pickney, a teacher at
Duncan U. Fletcher High School. The
Volunteer of the Year Award will go to
Jason Miller from Johnson & Johnson
Vision and the Company of the Year
award will be presented to TIAA Bank.

Registration for the event is now
underway. Guests can visit https://
northflorida.ja.org/events/ja-of-north-
florida-hall-of-fame to reserve their
spot for the luncheon.

(904)370-1300

Honda HondaOfTheAvenues.com
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Leadership St.
Johns 2023

Class selected

The members of St. Johns County Chamber of
Commerce’s Leadership St. Johns (LSJ) Class of
2023 have started the one-year program and com-
pleted a planning retreat at Guy Harvey Resort in
St. Augustine Beach.

Participants are from a myriad of sectors in
industry, professional services and nonprofits
throughout Northeast Florida. The leadership de-
velopment program was started in 2000 to educate,
connect and encourage experienced and emerging
businesspeople as they make a positive impact on
the local economy and community.

According to Bob Porter, the Chamber’s vice
president of public policy and LSJ program direc-
tor, the class of 2023 joins more than 450 alumni
who are committed to meeting on specific days
and benefit from an in-depth overview of local
challenges and opportunities.

“This year’s class includes 24 men and women
who will visit and learn about St. Johns County
businesses, nonprofits and government agencies,
among others,” he said. “They will have classroom
and field time to identify and work on a worthy
project for individuals and families in need.”

Class members who successfully graduate
from the program are accepted into the ranks of
leadership alumni in St. Johns County and across
Florida. Many graduates have been accepted into
the statewide Leadership Florida program.

For additional information and to register for the
2024 program, contact Bob Porter at 904-687-2049

LEADERSHIP continues on Page 26
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Cutie Pies opens

The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce cut the ribbon on Feb. 10
to celebrate the opening of Cutie Pies Bake Shop located at 62 Cuna St., St.
Augustine. Cutie Pies focuses on making made-from-scratch mini pies and

other treats with the goal of satisfying anyone’s sweet tooth.
Photo provided by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce

Coastal Compass
hosts Chamber
before hours

Coastal Compass Executive Office Suites
hosted a before hours event for the St. Johns
County Chamber of Commerce Ponte Vedra
Beach Division and its members Feb. 8.

B 7]
& &% 5

Photos by Susan Griffin

Several Chamber members attende
Ridge Blvd. in Ponte Vedra.

d the before hours at Coastal Compass'’s location at 4210 Valley

Leadership

Continued from 25

or email bob.porter@sjcchamber.com. The
website is sjcchamber.com/leadership-st.-
johns.

The members of the Leadership St.
Johns Class of 2023 include Alexandra
Barr, St. Johns County Public Library
System, assistant branch manager and
youth services librarian; Lauren Blocker,
St. Johns County judge; Kevin Briscoe,
JEA, communications specialist; Mike
Castaing, St. Augustine Police Depart-
ment, commander; Frank Cervasio, St.
Johns County School District, director for
facilities and construction; Sidney Clark,
Code Ninjas Ponte Vedra, center direc-

LIV

U
FEB.9- MARCH 12

THEATRE & DINING

ALHAMBRA

tor; Orville Dothage, Northrop Grum-
man Corp.; Reuben Franklin, City of St.
Augustine, public works director; Danielle
Fraser, Danielle Fraser, P.A., owner; Greg
Johnson, City of St. Augustine, deputy
director of finance; Sean McAfee, Ascen-
sion St. Vincent’s; Cathy Newman, Invest-
ing in Kids (INK!), St. Johns County
Education Foundation Inc., community
and district relations achievement director;
Misty North, St. Johns County Sheriff’s
Office, captain and corrections captain;
Nancy Palmer, Firechouse Subs, manager
development and outreach; Abby Pedigo,
City of St. Augustine, fire marshal; Robert
Peek, Jacksonville Port Authority (JAX-
PORT), director of marketing and general
manager of business development; Lauren
Peterson, St. Augustine Youth Services,

director donor relations; Chris Pokrivnak,
VyStar Credit Union — Jacksonville,
regional vice president; Jeremy Russell,
St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office, captain;
Aimee Stafford, St. Johns County Cham-

| WHOREHOUSE
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Contributed photo
The members of St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce’s Leadership St. Johns Class of 2023.

ber of Commerce, VP of operations; Bruce
Vorsanger, Vicar’s Landing, chief devel-
opment officer; Donna Wagner, Flagler
Health+, chief nursing officer; Cathy
Weber, St. Johns County School District,
director for budget and chief negotiator;
and Geoff West, Florida Power & Light
Co., director of development.

“LSJ provides distinguished support for
participants who are seeking involvement
in for-profit business, nonprofit and volun-
teer government advisory boards, elected
office and advancing their careers,” said
Isabelle Renault, the Chamber’s president,
CEO and a graduate of Leadership St.
Johns and Leadership Florida. “We want
our class members to utilize their LSJ
skills to engage in the community while
helping to improve the many aspects of St.
Johns County.”

The St. Johns County Chamber of Com-
merce is a not-for-profit business mem-
bership organization and among the top
professional networking organizations in
Northeast Florida.

For more information about the St.
Johns County Chamber of Commerce and
Leadership St. Johns, call 904-829-5681
or go to sjcchamber.com.
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Chanticleer to perform March 5

The Grammy Award-winning vocal
ensemble Chanticleer will perform at 4 p.m.
March 5 at St. Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal
Church, 465 12th Ave. N., Jacksonville
Beach. The doors open at 3:15 p.m. Admis-
sion is free.

A reception will follow. The visual artist
for this event is Vanessa Withun.

The performance is part of the Beaches
Fine Arts Series.

Chanticleer has appeared in the series five
times, beginning in 2004. In 2008, elemen-
tary school students painted canvases while
listening to their recordings. The canvases
were pieced together as quilts and hung in
Jacoby Hall during their performance.

Chanticleer has been hailed as “the
world’s reigning male chorus” by The New
Yorker and is known around the world as
“an orchestra of voices” for its wide-ranging
repertoire and dazzling virtuosity.

Founded in San Francisco in 1978 by
singer and musicologist Louis Botto, Chan-

ticleer quickly took its place as one of the
most prolific recording and touring ensem-
bles in the world, selling over one million
recordings and performing thousands of live
concerts to audiences around the world.

Chanticleer’s repertoire is rooted in the
renaissance and has continued to expand to
include a wide range of classical, gospel,
jazz, popular music and a deep commit-
ment to the commissioning of new com-
positions and arrangements. The ensemble
has committed much of its vast recording
catalogue to these commissions, garnering
Grammy Awards for its recording of Sir John
Tavener’s “Lamentations & Praises” and the
ambitious collection of commissioned works
titled “Colors of Love.”

Chanticleer is the recipient of the Dale
Warland/Chorus America Commissioning
Award and the ASCAP/Chorus America
Award for Adventurous Programming, and
its music director emeritus, Joseph H. Jen-
nings, received the Brazeal Wayne Dennard

CANVAS, STAGE AND MORE

A look at what's happening
inthe arts locally.

Award-winning
author to explore
‘True Fiction’ at
Feb. 25 meeting
Sohrab Homi
Fracis, winner of
the prestigious lowa
Short Fiction Award

Sohrab Homi Fracis, 1< first book,

“Ticket to Minto: Stories of India and

America,” will read from his newest col-
lection of short stories, “True Fiction,”
and lead a discussion on the nature of
fiction at the FWA Ponte Vedra Writers
11 a.m. meeting Saturday, Feb. 25, at the
Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library.
“True Fiction” has been described as

IMAGINATION
VACATION
SUMMER CAMP

Weekly art camps in
Jacksonville Beach AND
Ponte Vedra Beach
May 30-August 9

=1 Register now!

firstcoastculturalcenter.org /

“a darkly beguiling magic carpet ride.”
The eight stories in his collection cross
genres and combine realism with a touch
of magic.

A native of India, Fracis emigrated
to America on a scholarship from the
University of Delaware, Newark, where
he earned a master’s degree in civil
engineering.

He spent years as a systems analyst
at Fortune 500 companies. Later, he at-
tended the University of North Florida
for an M.A. in English, with a concen-
tration on creative writing. He taught
literature and creative writing at UNF for
10 years while writing and publishing
short stories.

The Ponte Vedra Writers group is part
of the Florida Writers Association. The

CANVAS continues on Page 28
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First Coast Cultural Center

Award for his contribution to the African-
American choral tradition during his tenure
with Chanticleer.

Named for the “clear-singing” rooster
in Geoffrey Chaucer’s “Canterbury Tales,”
Chanticleer continues to maintain ambi-
tious programming in its hometown of San
Francisco, including a large education and
outreach program that recently reached more
than 8,000 people, and an annual concert
series that includes its legendary holiday
tradition “A Chanticleer Christmas.”

Vanessa Withun is a contemporary
representational artist of Puerto Rican and
Dominican heritage originally from Bronx,
New York. Coming from an artistic family,
she was always drawn to the arts. After serv-
ing in the military and moving to the South-
east, she developed an interest in landscapes
and nature. She was inspired by the wetlands
and marshes that surrounded the coastal
area and decided to pursue a degree in
environmental science. Although her work

Send your arts news to

news@pontevedrarecorder.com

Contributed photo
Members of Chanticleer prepare to perform
from their much-hailed repertoire.

is representational, she heavily relies on an
intuitive process, which gives her paintings
a sentimental and romantic quality. Her style
is a combination of Expressionism and Real-
ism, and she believes that both forms of art
are necessary in order to achieve an aesthetic
balance. She enjoys painting from life and
using color and heavy textures to show the
intricacies of form and the behavior of light.
Although she focuses on coastal landscapes,
she enjoys painting portraits and still life, as
well. Her work has been exhibited across the
United States including with Oil Painters of
America. She is also a recent recipient of the
Art Ventures Grant in Jacksonville.
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Tiger

Continued from 9

it. People went berserk.

As a tweeter named Adam Stanley
wrote in a tweet featuring a map of the
plane’s route, “No other golfer is having
their plane (or boat, if I recall correctly)
tracked like this. Regardless of the out-
come here, the fact that Tiger Woods is
up, walking, playing golf, and this close
to playing the Masters after what hap-
pened last year is amazing.”

Even Golf Digest got into the act with a
tweet and a picture of Tiger’s plane.

Sir Nick Faldo tweeted: “See Tiger
has arrived at Augusta. If he plays, it will
be off the charts and another one of the
greatest moments at The Masters.”

One report said Woods’ name was
listed among the participants, although
who had that information is not known.

Todd Lewis of Golf Channel said
Woods was going to “exhaust every ef-
fort” to play the Masters.

Eureka Earth, which provides occa-
sional aerials of Augusta National’s reno-
vations and modifications, as they did
with the new 13th tee, also jumped on the
bandwagon with a plane tweet. They also
had video from someone at the airport.
Sure enough, the three claw marks for
Woods’ logo were on the tail. Growwl!

As it happens, Eureka Earth is located
in Augusta.

Tweeters or twitterers, take your
pick, were quick to find goat (G.0.A.T.)
emojis. So, should the topic ever come up
again, or if Woods does decide to play in
THE PLAYERS, there’s a vast assort-
ment of available goats for social media
from Emojipedia. And who even knew
there was one of those. I can’t decide
which is best, although I’'m partial to the
Apple goat and the Facebook goat. The
HTC goat looks a bit like it was found on
the wall of a cave.

What all this means is if Tiger Woods
were to decide to play a practice round at
TPC Sawgrass, there’s no earthly way he
would go unnoticed. Even if he shows up
at 6 a.m., someone will spill the beans or

tweet a G.O.A.T. sighting.

All our local radio and television sta-
tions will have it as breaking news. Count
on it. ESPN and Golf Channel would
be all over it. News people will be seen
standing in front of the Marriott sign for
TPC Sawgrass reporting on it. You’ll
have to chase them away to get into or
out of the Sawgrass Shopping Center, the
Marriott or your house if you live on the
PLAYERS side of Sawgrass.

The main question is does he really
need to play a practice round here? |
mean, he knows it’s a hard course. He
knows it’s primarily flat. He knows where
the bunkers and water hazards are, except
for the new one dividing 6 and 7. Also,
he hasn’t seen the new 12th hole and that
hazard. He’s aware of the alligator, which
is still in the lake at the 17th, and the
herons, egrets, seagulls and cormorants
that hang around the water.

If he wants to study at home, there are
apps that do flyovers of golf courses, and
they will surely have TPC Sawgrass. Golf
Digest has one that is narrated by Ron
Whitten, senior editor of Architecture.
It’s about 12 minutes long and describes
every hole. Whitten calls the course a
“Southern version of Pine Valley,” which
is a world famous, top 100 golf course in
the pine barrens of New Jersey. It used
to rotate with Cypress Point and Augusta
National as the top course in the country.

The Golf Digest flyover starts with
the drive up to the clubhouse, has just a
smidgen of course history and then goes
hole-by-hole complete with stunning pho-
tography.

If that’s not enough, Tiger could use
Google Earth. It will even measure yard-
ages. He could look at it while watching
NCAA pre-tournament basketball and
texting with Fred Couples and Woods’
caddie (who is also Couples former cad-
die), Joe LaCava.

If he wants expert eyes on the course,
he could send LaCava on a mission to
see where the back tee boxes really are
located now and compare notes from the
last time Woods won THE PLAYERS,
which was 2013. So, he doesn’t really
have to set foot on the property to know

it. But will he?

The most important thing about this
year is that, according to the PGA TOUR,
from the looks of things, this is his last
year of an exemption for winning the
2018 Masters. Here’s who will be invited
to THE PLAYERS:

» Winners of PGA TOUR cosponsored
or approved tournaments, whose victo-
ries are considered official, since the last
played PLAYERS Championship

* The top 125 players from the 2021-22
FedExCup Playoffs and Eligibility Points
List

* Winners of Masters Tournament from
the years 2018-2022

* Winners of THE PLAYERS Cham-
pionship and The Open Championship
from the years 2017-2022

» Winners of the U.S. Open and PGA
Championship from the years 2017-2022

* Winner of the FedExCup from the
2018/19-2021/22 seasons. (Note: This
became a five-year exemption starting
with the 2018/19 season.)

* Winners of WGC-Mexico Champion-
ship from 2021

* Winners of WGC-Dell Technologies
Match Play from the years 2019-2022

» Winners of WGC-FedEx St. Jude
Invitational from the years 2019-2021

* Winners of WGC-HSBC Champions
from 2019

» Winners of The Genesis Invitational
from the years 2020-2023

» Winners of the Arnold Palmer Invita-
tional presented by Mastercard from the
years 2020-2023

* Winners of the Memorial Tournament
from the years 2019-2022

¢ Current Men’s Golf Olympic Gold
Medalist (one-year only)

* The top 50 players from the Official
World Golf Ranking through the Honda
Classic (Monday,February 20, 2023)

* The top 10 players from the 202223
FedExCup Points List through the Honda
Classic

* The winner of the previous year’s
Kaulig Companies Championship (for-
merly Senior Players Championship)

* The leading points winner from the
2022 Top 25 Korn Ferry Tour Regular

Season players using combined points
earned on the Official Korn Ferry Tour
Regular Season Points List and points
earned in the Korn Ferry Tour Finals and
the leading points winner from the 2022
Korn Ferry Tour Finals

* If necessary to complete a field of 144
players, PGA TOUR members from the
2022-23 FedExCup Points List below
10th position through the Honda Classic,
in order of their positions on such list

Unfortunately, despite winning 82
tournaments on the PGA TOUR, Woods
doesn’t even have a World Golf Ranking
any more. It’s just dashes. The tourna-
ments he played in last year, the Masters,
the PGA Championship and the British
Open, allow past champions to play up
to the age of 60 or 65, depending on the
event. So right now, he plays in those
because he can.

Now, as a quadruple lifetime member,
meaning he has won four times the num-
ber of tournaments a PGA TOUR player
needs for a lifetime exemption, he could
play in any PGA TOUR event that would
have him. Name one that wouldn’t send a
limo to the airport to pick him up!

But that doesn’t get him into THE
PLAYERS. What does get him into THE
PLAYERS is his victory in the 2018
Masters. Woods’ last two victories after
that were the 2019 TOUR Championship
and the 2019 ZOZO, but neither of them
count toward an invitation to THE PLAY-
ERS. It’s his 2018 Masters victory that
does the trick. And this is the last year of
his exemption to THE PLAYERS with
that Masters win as the golden ticket.

So, if there was ever a time when he
might return to play in THE PLAY-
ERS, this is it, unless he wins another
tournament. Just when it looked like
he wouldn’t play until April, Woods
surprised everyone by announcing he
intended to play in his tournament, the
Genesis Invitational. So, who knows if
he’ll come to Ponte Vedra? One thing is
sure, it’s an easier walk everyplace here
than it is to go up the hill to the clubhouse
after the 9th or 18th holes at Riviera. He
may need a sky hook for that.

Canvas
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Feb. 25 meeting is free and open to mem-
bers and nonmembers alike. For informa-
tion on FWA go to floridawriters.org.

Cathedral Arts Project to receive
$50,000 grant

The Cathedral Arts Project has been
approved for a $50,000 Grants for Arts
Projects award from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts to continue its work on
the Landscape of Education in the Arts
in Duval and introduce a new Arts in
Schools Certification system allowing for
more transparency in supporting equi-
table access to arts education.

Along with partners from Duval
County Public Schools and Florida Data
Science for Social Good at the University
of North Florida, CAP will create the Arts
in Schools Certification system for North-
east Florida, which will produce a road-
map for expanding quality and access in
the arts. This will be a shared system for
measuring and understanding equity in
access and a tool to support principals’
decisions to grow arts instruction in their
schools.

This grant is one of 1,251 Grants for
Arts Projects awards totaling nearly
$28.8 million that were announced by
the NEA as part of its first round of fis-
cal year 2023 grants. CAP is one of 44
arts organizations in Florida to receive a
Grants for Arts Projects award, and one

of only three organizations in the state to
be awarded $50,000 or more.

Cultural Council accepting letters of
intent for grant program

The Cultural Council of Greater Jack-
sonville is now accepting letters of intent
for the 2023-24 Cultural Service Grant
Program. Letters must be submitted
through the Cultural Council’s online ap-
plication platform by Wednesday, March
I,at 11:59 p.m.

The grant program provides public sup-
port to organizations that contribute to the
cultural quality of life of Jacksonville’s
residents. Submitting a letter of intent is a
mandatory prerequisite to completing the
full application for the 2023-24 funding
program.

During the 2022-23 fiscal year, the
grant program awarded more than $4.4
million in support to 30 Duval County
arts and cultural organizations. This total
includes $3,993,342 in general operating
support through the grant program and
$500,000 through a capital grant pro-
gram for the renovation, construction and
acquisition of cultural facilities.

These awards were made possible by
a $5.25 million allocation to the Cultural
Council within the City of Jacksonville’s
2022-23 budget, representing a 33.98%
year-over-year increase and the largest
public investment in the organization’s
history.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan
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PLAYOFF BASKETBALL RECAP:
Sharks cruise through regional quarters

By Anthony Richards & Jim Moyes

The postseason could not have started
much better for the Ponte Vedra Sharks
boys basketball team.

They wasted little time in disposing
of host Wiregrass Ranch in their 84-59

regional quarterfinal victory.

The Sharks made the road trip to
Wesley Chapel and used their suffocat-
ing defense to hold the hosts to but five
first quarter points while scoring 18
themselves en route to the commanding
victory.

That monster of a first quarter proved
too much for the Bulls to overcome
and the Sharks did an excellent job of
steadily growing the lead until it finally
reached its final 25-point margin.

The win was the Sharks’ 20th on the
season which was also their 3rd straight

season with 20 or more wins.

Israel Nuhu was too much to handle
for the host Bulls as he scored a career-
high 29 points, and it could not have
come at a better time.

BASKETBALL continues on Page 30

The Get American Race lives up to moniker

The following are photos from the 65th running of the Daytona 500, where people from across the country and the world converged on
Daytona International Speedway for the combination of thrilling speed and lasting memories.

Photos by Anthony Richards

Floridian Aric Almirola (No. 10) battles Brad
Keselowski (No. 6) at the front of the field.

Travis Pastrana has some fun with his  The pit area was a busy place at times during the
daughter on pit road prior to the race. race.

Ronald McDonald shares a moment
with a young fan.

The United States Air Force Thunderbirds performed an air

show for fans as part of the pre-race festivities. Young fans of Alex Bowman take a photo in front of a replica

- STERAL of his No. 48 Ally Chevrolet.

Members of Jimmie Johnson'’s crew wish him good luck as
he drives off pit road. The seven-time NASCAR champion
returned to race the Daytona 500 as part of a part-time
schedule he will run.

Some fans invite Kyle Busch to visit their camper in the

infield. Ty Gibbs (black fire suit) shares a laugh with a crew member.
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Sea grape

European public health
group (abbr.)

A way to delight
Appetizers

Ancient heralds'wands
Make a booking
‘__death do us part
Pearl Jam frontman
Spider genus

Fill with high spirits

A major division of
geological time

Catch
Anindependent ruler
or chieftain

Electronic music style
(abbr.)

Influential Spanish
cubist painter

lllegally persuades

A way to derive

British School

Appear alongside
Surely (archaic)

Harsh cry of a crow

A day in the middle
Kansas hoops coach Bill
The longest division of
geological time

The first sign of the
zodiac

. Appetizer
48.
52.
53.
54.
56.
57.
58.
59.

Link together in a chain
A bacterium

In a way, forces apart
Cheese dish

Combines

In an inferior way
Colors clothes
Dried-up

DOWN

1.
2.

Gastropods
Confusing

3. Romanian monetary
unit

4. The rate at which
something proceeds

5. A prosperous state of
well-being

6. Asked for forgiveness

7. Makes less soft

8. Part of speech

9. Outside

10. Advice or counsel

11. Badness

12. Protein-rich liquids

14. Not moving

15. Call it a career

18. Poetry term

20. Not wide

24. Pastries

26. Turns away

28.
30.
32.
34.
35.
37.
38.
40.
42.
43.

45.
47.
409.
50.
51.
55.

Satisfies

Gift adornments

San Diego ballplayers
Manufacturing plant
Check or guide

Dogs do it

Chilled

Scorch

Unproductive of success
Electronic counter-
countermeasures
Attack with a knife
Feel bad for

Enclosure

Assert

Geological times
Midway between east
and southeast

N
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Level: Intermediate

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,

column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will

appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

THE PLAYERS Profiles:
Justin Thomas, Xander
Schauffele, Tony Finau

With about two weeks to go until
the strongest field in golf reconvenes
at TPC Sawgrass, THE PLAYERS
Championship will profile three play-
ers each week to highlight the biggest
storylines and set the stage for the 2023
championship. Justin Thomas, the 2021
champion, will be joined by Xander
Schauffele and Tony Finau, with the
American trio combining for six vic-
tories during the 2021-22 PGA TOUR
Season.

Justin Thomas

The 2021 PLAYERS Champion will
look to become the seventh multiple
winner of THE PLAYERS and first
since Tiger Woods won his second in
2013. Thomas overcame a seven-stroke
deficit after 36 holes with weekend
rounds of 64-68, tying the champion-
ship record for the closing 36-hole
score. His win at TPC Sawgrass came
in his sixth career start and marked his
second top-10 in the event (T3/2016).
Thomas won once during the 2021-
22 season — the PGA Championship
— for his 15th career victory, which
served as the seventh consecutive sea-
son on TOUR with at least one victory.

Xander Schauffele
With three victories during the 2021-

22 season, including back-to-back
starts at the Travelers Championship
and Genesis Scottish Open, Xander
Schauffele seeks to add an eighth
career victory to his resume at THE
PLAYERS in 2023. In five starts this
season, the native Californian has four
top-15 finishes, including a T3 finish
at The American Express. The 2017
PGA TOUR Rookie of the Year returns
to TPC Sawgrass for the fifth consecu-
tive year with hopes to recapture what
led to a T2 finish in his championship
debut in 2018 — his only top-10 finish
at the event.

Tony Finau

Tony Finau returned to the winner’s
circle twice during the 2021-22 season
with back-to-back victories at the 3M
Open and Rocket Mortgage Classic
and went on to finish ninth in the final
FedExCup standings. In the 2022-23
season, Finau continued his winning
ways with a victory at the Cadence
Bank Houston Open in November
for his fifth career TOUR title. In five
starts since his victory in Houston,
Finau has not finished outside the top
20. The Utah native is set to make his
seventh appearance at THE PLAYERS
as he looks to improve upon his career-
best finish of T22 in 2019.

Basketball

Continued from 29

His performance also made him only
the fifth Shark in the program’s history
to score 29 or more points in a game.

Not only did Nuhu make his presence
known with his scoring, but he was also
a force on the boards and defensively,
as he pulled down 11 rebounds while
blocking three shots.

Nate Bunkosky had another great
floor game as he was credited with 10
assists while also pulling down seven
rebounds on the evening.

Ben Ritchie had 17 points while his
brother Sam Ritchie also finished in
double figures with 12, as the Sharks’
winning total of 84 points was just two
points shy of their all-time best total of
86.

Fourth quarter scoring ends Panthers’
run

The Nease Panthers also had to make
a lengthy road trip as they traveled out
to the Panhandle of Florida and faced
Gulf Breeze.

However, the Panthers lost a tight 54-

49 battle, and their season came to an
end in the regional quarterfinals.

It was the fourth quarter that did the
Panthers in, as they led 25-20 at the
halftime break and 41-39 heading into
the final frame.

They saw that lead slip away after
being outscored 15-8 by the Dolphins
in the fourth quarter.

Despite the loss, the Panthers can
hold their heads up high following a
memorable season that saw them finish
with a record of 18-9.

Let’s get social!

“LIKE” US ON

facebook

Stay up to date on contests, advertising
specials, and real-time news in Ponte Vedra.
Our fans get access to exclusive content you

can’t find anywhere else!
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Message to Advertisers:

All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy
the first week of publication. We will only apply credit
for the first run and credits are subject to approval by
the Publisher. If ad is cancelled prior to first insertion,
cancellation must be made by the classified deadline
of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal,

CLASSIFIED RATES 2023

All Line Ads are 4 lines,

20 to 25 Characters Per Line.

CLxsS

IEDS

*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

Private Party Line Rates

< $14.00 1 week « $23.00 2 weeks
« $31.00 3 weeks - $37.50 4 weeks
Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV's, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates

«$22.50 1 week « $39.00 2 weeks

« $55.50 3 weeks - $70.00 4 weeks
Add lines $2.15 each

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2"x2") $40.50/1 wk » $70.00/2 wks.  $100/3 wks.
1x3 (2"x3") $61.50/1 wk. » $112.00/2 wks. » $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4"x2") $82.00/1 wk. « $153.00/2 wks. » $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4"x3") $123.00/1 wk. +$225/2 wks. + $300/3 wks.

State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or
to Advertise Your Business or Services)

I AMERICAN

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

national
IS
Health & Fitness
*V/IAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL
$99.00. 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Espafiol
*Dental insurance- Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insur-ance- not
a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-855-
526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258
*Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is
capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds.
Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587
Miscellaneous
* Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC
home standby generator SO Down + Low Monthly
Pmt Request a free Quote. Call before the next power
outage: 1-855-948-6176
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter protec-tion. Schedule
free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936
®BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY!
Affordable prices- No payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available. Call: 855-761-1725
*Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast- FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible.
Call 1-800-245-0398
*HughesNet- Finally, super-fast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un-limited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free
Installation. Call 866-499-0141
*Become a published author. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920.
Consultation, production, promotion & distribution.
Call for free author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit
dorranceinfo.com/ads
*DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.
Promo Expires 1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516
*The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid, prepare
for outages & power your home. Full installation

To inquire about placing

an ad in this section,
call 579-2154

services. SO down financing option. Re-quest free no
obligation quote. 1-877-539-0299

¢ Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service. Now featuring our free shower
package & $1600 off- limited time! Fi-nancing available.
1-855-417-1306

*Switch and save up to $250/yr on talk, text & data.
No contract or hidden fees. Unlimited talk & text with
flexible data plans. Premium nationwide coverage.
100% U.S. based customer service. Limited time get
S50 off any new account. Use code GIFT50. 1-855-903-
3048

* MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert
system. Whether you're home or away. For safety &
peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free brochure!
1-888-489-3936

¢ Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm for
recipients of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android tablet free
w/one-time $20 copay. Free shipping. Call Maxsip
Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

* Caring for an aging loved one? Wondering about
options like senior-living communities and in-home
care? Caring.com’s Family Advisors help take the
guesswork out of senior care for your family. Free, no-
obligation consult: 1-855-759-1407

*|nflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way

up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have
$10k or more in debt? Call National Debt Relief to find
out how to pay off your debt for significantly less than
what you owe! Free quote: 1-877-592-3616

*Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation
ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free info package & learn how to
get rid of your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. 833-308-1971

*DIRECTV Stream- Carries the most local MLB Games!
Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on

20 devices at once. HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/
Choice Package or higher.) No contract or hidden fees!
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-866-859-0405

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY'!

FRIDAY 5SPM 904-285-7232

Legals

FICTITIOUS NAME

Notice Under Fictitious Name
Law Pursuant to Section 865.09,
Florida Statutes

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the undersigned, desiring to engage
in business under the fictitious name
of GiGi & RiX — Stylish Apparel and
More located at 132 Martinique Cir-
cle, in the County of St. Johns, in the
City of Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida.

Monica McDill intends to register the
said name with the Division of Cor-
porations of the Florida Department
of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Dated at Ponte Vedra Beach, Flori-
da, this 23rd day of February 2023.

Education

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the
skills to become a Computer & Help
Desk Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain
programs for qualified applicants.
Call CTI for details! 855-738-9684.
(M-F 8am-6pm ET). Computer with
internet is required.

Other

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN. FAST FREE PICKUP. 24
hour response. Running or not.
Maximum Tax Deduction and No
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:
866-471-2576

Wanted to Buy

WANT TO BUY - Basic, flat bed knit-
ting machine. Used or new. Must
be in working condition. Local. Call

(904) 343-6136

Home
Improvements

Home
Improvements

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient
to shop from home. Professional
installation. Top quality - Made in
the USA. Call for free consulta-
tion: 866-636-1910. Ask about our
specials!

(Thinking of)
Advertising
in the
Recorder?

For more
information
call
(904) 285-8831
to speak with

Sales Rep. today!
P VJ

2

Prepare for power

outages today

WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
(866) 643-0438

BCl Walk In Tubs are now on
SALE! Be one of the first 50 callers
and save $1,500! CALL 888-687-
0415 for a free in-home consultation.

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE
in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 855-919-2509

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! American Residential
Warranty covers ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY
RISK FREE/ $100 OFF POPULAR
PLANS. 877-351-2364

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
littte as ONE DAY! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts available
Call: 888-460-2264

GENERAC
e — |

7-Year Extended
Warranty*
A $695 Value!

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Medical

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative to
high drug store prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial-Only $99! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

DIRECTORY

To adverttise in the Worship Directory
call April at 904-285-8831

T

[ Lutheran Church|}

Worship service beld in an open-air building
A simple place for reflection, surrounded by nature.
Come as you are. All are welcome — even dogs.
Sundays at 9:45 a.m.

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach

(904) 285-5347 « www.LordofLifePVB.org "

r

e
L

L -+ Call today and receive a

=— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

SAFE’&WSTEE’

WALK-IN TuB

1-855-417-1306

With purchase of/a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchasg. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at ime of purchase. CSLB|1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

Sp,
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p

Stay up to date on contests,
advertising specials, and real-time
news in Ponte Vedra.

Our fans get access to exclusive
content you can’t find anywhere else!
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

“LIKE"US ON [} facebook
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STRUGGLES TO READ & SPELL
STRUGGLES TO WRITE SENTENCES
STRUGGLES WITH MATH

THE MORRIS CENTER
PONTE VEDRA BEACH

Unlock Learning Potential

Diagnosis, Prevention, Treatment,
#TooGoodToBeTrue-for34years Professional Development & Research

www.TheMorrisCenter.com

www.TheMorrisCenterPVB.com
(904)834-2482




