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A Look Back at 2022

2022 was the year everything pretty much got
back to normal following the pandemic. Here’s
a look at some of the notable news from the past
12 months. Articles associated with each item
can be found at pontevedrarecorder.com.

JANUARY

e Valley Ridge Academy band director An-
drew Burk was named St. Johns County School
District 2021-22 Teacher of the Year on Jan. 20.
Kaitlyn Holle, a middle school science teacher
at Mill Creek Academy, was named Rookie
Teacher of the Year.

e Judge Lauren P. Blocker of the 7th Circuit
took her oath of office Jan. 21 in an investiture
ceremony at TPC Sawgrass.

FEBRUARY

e The 15th DONNA Marathon Weekend con-
cluded Feb. 6. A 24% increase in families served
was reported for the fiscal year.

e The Ponte Vedra High School Sharks
Cheerleaders have made school history by win-
ning their first state championship title.

e The Nease girls basketball team defeated St.
Augustine 49-33 in the Class 6A Region 1 final
on Feb. 18.

e The Ponte Vedra High School boys soccer
team makes it to the Final Four.

MARCH

e Cameron Smith won THE PLAYERS
Championship.

e Ponte Vedra High School junior Olivia
Richie was crowned the girls wrestling state
champion in the 140-pound class at the 2022
FHSAA State Championships on March 3-5.

e The Ponte Vedra High School Splash Dance
Team finished in the top 10 of the best squads in
the nation at the National Dance Alliance High
School Nationals competition on March 4-6.

o Tiger Woods was inducted into the World
Golf Hall of Fame on March 9.

e Flagler Health+ announced the appointment
of Carlton DeVooght as president and CEO of
the St. Johns County-based health enterprise.

APRIL

e Nease won the team district title in boys
weightlifting.

e The Ponte Vedra boys lacrosse team won
the district title on April 13.

° The Ponte Vedra High School boys tennis
team won the state title May 2.

e Several Nease and Ponte Vedra track and
field athletes won state championships in their
respective disciplines May 14.

JUNE
o Nease NJROTC was named the best unit in
the nation.

JuLy

e Ascension St. Vincent’s Health Center
opened a new hospital July 1 in St. Johns County.

e St. Johns County School District was
awarded an A grade on July 7 by the Florida
Department of Education.

® The Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Public Li-
brary reopened July 19 after being closed for two
weeks due to electrical and roof damage from a
fire caused by a lightning strike.

e The World Golf Hall of Fame announced
plans to close its local site in 2023 and move to
North Carolina in 2024

AUGUST

e Hilton Garden Inn Jacksonville Ponte Vedra
Sawgrass announced completion of a significant
renovation.

e The United Soccer League announced on
Aug. 30 that professional soccer would be com-
ing to the First Coast in 2025.

SEPTEMBER

e Tropical Storm lan, formerly Hurricane Ian,
swept through Sept. 29.

OCTOBER
e St. Johns County District 3 Commissioner
Paul Waldron died Oct. 18

NOVEMBER

e Ponte Vedra girls and Nease boys were Class
3A state champions in swimming during Nov. 4
meet.

o St. Johns County voters rejected a one-cent
sales tax increase at the Nov. 8 general election.

e Tropical Storm Nicole swept past on Nov. 10.

e The St. Johns Golf Club reopened Nov. 29.

DECEMBER
® The Grand Cypress Winn-Dixie store opened
on Dec. 14.
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St. Johns County mourns Waldron, who died Oct. 18

Originally published online on Oct. 18, 2022

St. Johns County District 3 Commissioner
Paul Waldron died early Tuesday morning.

A lifelong resident of St. Johns County,
Waldron has been called a true champion for
residents, always putting their needs first. He
served honorably as the representative for
the county’s southeastern region after being
elected in 2016 and re-elected in 2020.

As a small business owner, Waldron
always brought a business approach to the
organizations he served.

“Paul’s passing is a tremendous loss for
our county,” said Chairman Henry Dean,
District 5 Commissioner. “He was the type
of person who was always willing to help.
He was not only my colleague and fellow
commissioner but also my friend. I will miss
him.”

As commissioner, Waldron served on
various committees, including the Northeast
Florida Regional Council, the Recreation
Advisory Board and the Tourist Develop-
ment Council.

“Paul was a great man who loved his

family, served his community and lived by
faith,” said Hunter Conrad, St. Johns County
administrator. “His legacy of public service
will live on through the lives of everyone he
inspired. This community will deeply miss
him.”

Waldron is survived by his wife of 34
years, Stephanie, and their two daughters,
Ashley and Kati

Gov. Ron DeSantis will appoint someone
to finish the remainder of Waldron’s term,
which is set to expire in November 2024.

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELINC
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RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
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Exception Views Oceanfront Home on
in Sawgrass Country Club Ponte Vedra Blvd
This beautifully updated in Sandpiper Cove in
Sawgrass (C. Cul-de-sac lot, spectacular water This oceanfront home on

to golf views. Built for year-round outdoor living Ponte Vedra Blvd. with

with both a winter lanai with fireplace off the
living room and a summer lanai off the family
room with pool, spa and summer kitchen.

110 ft. of ocean frontage
sold for lot value only at
3 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms, $10,500,000.
1 Half Bathroom $1,969,000

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Florida Network Realty
“From Cottages to Castles™

Luxury Intracoastal Estate
Leave the world behind! Drive down the beautifully landscaped drive to the private
4+ acre waterfront estate you get to call home. Custom-built with privacy, security and
sustainability, this 10,956sq. ft. home is truly a work of art. Stunning and expansive eastern
views of the Intracoastal Waterway with 160 ft. of water frontage and fully equipped for
year-round outdoor living with a 25,000-gallon salt chlorinated pool, hot tub, dock,
and boat lift. Come enjoy unrivaled privacy just minutes away from the
world-renowned Mayo Clinic and Atlantic Ocean.

5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, 4 Half Baths, $6,950,000

Amazmg Vistas in Deercreek Country Club
Beautifully updated and well-maintained home offers spacious living with pool/spa with
serene lake-to-preserve views. Conveniently located in the front of the gated community of
Deercreek CC, making it ideal for easy commutes. Once you are home you will feel like you
are on vacation. Owner’s suite is located on st floor along with living room, dining room,
kitchen, butler’s pantry, powder room, family room and office. Upstairs are 3 additional and
spacious bedrooms, 2 full baths plus a flex space/theatre room. Sellers have many updates
including fully renovated kitchen and bathrooms. Don’t miss this one!!

4 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, 1 Half Bath $930,000

$
SARAH ELIZABETH

ALEXANDER HUDGINS

©2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC An independently operated subsidiary of Homes Services of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway Home Services and the Berkshire Hathaway Home Services symbol
are registered servicemarks of Home Services of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.
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Ponte Vedra girls, Nease boys
are best in state swimming

Originally published on Nov. 10, 2022

By Anthony Richards

It could not have been a better last
couple of weeks for the Nease boys and
Ponte Vedra girls swimming and diving
teams.

During that stretch, both teams were
able to cap a magical run to end the sea-
son as Class 3A state champions at the
state meet November 4 in Stuart.

Both squads entered the state meet
having won their respective district and
region championships and followed it
up with memorable performances that
resulted in various individual state titles
en route to bringing home the team title
as well.

The Nease boys scored 290 points
thanks to winning the 200-yard medley
and 400 freestyle relays.

The Panthers’ set a new team record,
as the combination of Dylan Ramos
(backstroke), Rich Nguyen (breast-
stroke), Joseph Wyatt (butterfly), and
Matthew Koziol (freestyle) set a time of

1:32.88, which was also an automatic
All-American time.

Wyatt and Koziol were back at it, this
time teaming up with Brandon Gear and
Walker Lanoue to post a winning time
of 3:08.64 in the 400 freestyle relay.

Koziol’s freestyle expertise continued
to be on display as he finished 3rd in
both the 50- and 100-yard distances in
that discipline.

Nguyen was in contention for the vic-
tory in the 100 breaststroke and scored
a runner-up finish in the race.

The Ponte Vedra girls team defended
their state title from a year ago and did
so leaving very little doubt who the best
team was in the competition by earning
340 points, which was 125 more than
their nearest opponent.

The Sharks were able to post that
high score because they took full
advantage of their opportunities to gain
points with all 11 girls competing at the
state meet reaching finals.

Nine out of 11 school records were
set during the event and the result in-
cluded a pair of individual state cham-

pions with Annie Wohlgemuth winning
the 100 backstroke with a time of 54.40
and Penny Zarczynski winning the 100
freestyle with a time of 51.19.

Zarczynski is only a sophomore and
appears to have a promising two more
years ahead of her, as she looks to con-
tinue her progression as a swimmer and
defend her state title.

Wohlgemuth and Zarczynski contin-
ued to shine for the Sharks, as they each
threatened to win a second state title
but added a runner-up to their resume
instead.

Wohlgemuth’s runner-up came with
a time of 54.84 in the 100 butterfly and
Zarczynski’s time of 23.36 in the 50
freestyle earned her a runner-up as well.
Both times broke the previous school
record and the performances earned
them All-American consideration.

As was the case at districts and
regionals, the Sharks proved a force to
reckon with in the relays.

Wohlgemuth, Annabelle MacAdams,
Mary Agnes Smith and Sophie Fox
are state champions in the 200 medley

s & el

Contributed photo
Penny Zarczynski is surrounded by loved
ones following her individual state
championship in the 100 freestyle.

relay, while the team of Wohlgemuth,
Kate Pelot, Liv Copland and Zarczynski
won the 200 free relay.

Both events were also won by the
Sharks at last year’s state meet.

© Baptist Health 2022

family’s lifestyle.

Better health begins at
Baptist Beaches.

When it comes to your family’s health, you want the
best. A rare combination of compassion and the
most advanced medical care all in one spot.

Baptist Beaches is a full-service medical center just
minutes from the beach. Our A-rated, nationally
recognized hospital provides high-tech medical
and surgical care that's top-ranked in quality, safety
and patient satisfaction.

Our caregivers are your neighbors—who live and
work right here in our community. From welcoming
new babies, to providing life-saving emergency care
and everything in between, we are the health care
partner you can trust at any stage in life.

So enjoy the tranquility of beach living...knowing
we're always here with top-ranked care that fits your

baptistjax.com/beaches

A world-class hospital
in your own neighborhood.
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Our students come from
59 different countries.
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Sharks end memorable season in final four

Originally published on Feb. 24, 2022

By Anthony Richards

Going undefeated is not an easy thing
to do, and the Ponte Vedra boys soccer
team was able to carry that standing all
the way to the final four.

When the squad finally suffered a loss,
falling 4-2 to Doral Academy in the Class
6A state semifinal Feb. 19.

Time after time this season the Sharks
proved not to be fazed by the pressure
and instead embraced the situation they
were in and the magical season they were
having.

In the matchup, the Sharks found
themselves in a 3-0 hole to the Firebirds
before Liam Burchell put the Sharks on
the scoreboard with a goal in the 53rd
minute.

The Sharks never quit fighting as
Johnny Luce cut the Sharks’ deficit to
4-2 in the 78th minute, but they could not
comeback like they did to secure its spot
in the final four following a 2-1 victory
over Clermont East Ridge Feb. 16.

“I’ve never been this far before (in
playoffs),” Ponte Vedra captain Cade
Greenwald said. “I’m so lucky and for-
tunate to have such a great team to play
with.”

The Sharks fought back to win the re-

gional championship after falling behind
1-0 early in the second half.

However, the team kept pushing
forward and began to create more golden
scoring opportunities.

“We knew we had opportunities earlier,
but we just had to focus on putting them
away,” Ponte Vedra goalie Will Sheehan
said. “We knew that wasn’t the way our
season was going to end and just didn’t
give up.”

Andres Villasana made a nice run to-
ward the goal and drew a foul and a free
kick just outside the penalty box.

Villasana finished the job by sailing the
free kick over the wall of defenders and
curving the ball into the top left corner
of the goal to tie the game at 1-all right
before the water break that designates the
midway point of second half.

“A lot of times last year when we went
down, we kind of lost focus, but this year
we always keep that drive going and just
keep moving the ball around as much as
we can,” Greenwald said.

Sheehan came up with some big saves
for the Sharks throughout the contest,
none more clutch than the leaping save he
made on a free kick by the Knights with
about five minutes to play.

“It’s not just me, we’ve really grown as
a team and a defense,” Sheehan said. “We
do it together.”

When it comes to
your REALTOR,
Reputation Matters

AS AGENTS SPECIALIZING IN WATERFRONT PROPERTIES AND GOLF COURSE
COMMUNITIES, WE ARE PROUD TO BE TRUSTED BY OUR CLIENTS TO
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Photo by Anthony Richards

Senior captains Cade Greenwald and Aaron Novak walk off the field with the regional

championship trophy.

The save proved even more crucial
because shortly after, the Sharks were
awarded a penalty kick following a hand
ball in the box by a Knight defender.

Villasana took the penalty kick and
following a deep breath beat the goalie
to give the Sharks a 2-1 lead with 4:19
remaining.

There was a lot of pressure on Villasa-
na walking up to the penalty kick, but he
knew he had to block it out and visualize
putting the ball in the back of the net.

Featured Listings

EXCLUSIVELY LISTED BY THE FLOYD GROUP

“I was super nervous, but in the end,
I knew I was going to score,” Villasana
said. “We train for that and in practice, |
always make every single one.”

From there the Sharks were able to
tighten up their defense and punch their
ticket to the next round.

Sheehan established a rhythm early
on in goal and that included a pair of
consecutive saves during a sequence of
pressure applied by the Knights right
before halftime.

ONE Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

111 Annapolis Lane,
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL.

5BEDS | 4/1 BATHS
OFFERED AT $3,300,000

101 Bristol Place, Ponte

Vedra Beach, F1.

5BEDS | 7/1 BATHS
OFFERED AT $3,980,000

Citadel Island

5 ACRE PRIVATE ISLAND
MINUTES TO OCEAN

OFFERED AT $1,000,000
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Larsen-designed St.
Johns Golf Club reopens

Originally published on Dec. 1, 2022

Golf course architect Erik Larsen and
St. Johns County reopened the St. Johns
Golf Club in southern St. Johns County on
Tuesday, Nov. 29.

A brief ceremony with remarks, a ribbon
cutting and a nine-hole, shotgun start were
scheduled to offer a first glimpse at the
course, with full public play beginning on
Wednesday, Nov. 30.

Larsen, a Ponte Vedra Beach resident
and former executive vice president of
Arnold Palmer Golf Design Company, has
been working on the St. Johns Golf Club
project for seven years — from feasibility
study to planning and finalization.

Larsen worked in concert with General
Manager/Director of Golf Wes Tucker and
his staff, St. Johns County, its Board of
County Commissioners and Wadsworth
Golf Construction Co. of Plainfield,
[linois. The St. Johns Golf Club work fol-
lows Larsen’s successful 2015 reinvention
of the Atlantic Beach Country Club course
and its infrastructure east of Jacksonville.

The St. Johns Golf Club is in Elkton
amid the 550-home Cypress Lakes sub-

division two miles west of Interstate 95
at State Road 207 and approximately 10
miles west of downtown St. Augustine.

St. Johns Golf Club was established as
a county-owned facility in 1989. After
weighing whether to sell the land for hous-
ing, the county opted in 2021 to approve
funding on an $8 million renovation to
develop an 18-hole course.

The county will use the excess 80 acres
to build new fire and sheriff’s stations and
establish to-be-determined amenities.

Larsen and Tucker decided to use
“traditional throwback” design principles.
Features include wide fairways, Biarritz,
Punchbowl and Redan green designs and
square, low maintenance “coffin” bunkers
throughout, tributes to architects C.B.

Macdonald and Seth Raynor from the early

1900s.
An expansive short-game area and fin-

ishing and beginning holes and the practice

area situated much closer to the clubhouse
are also part of a completely new complex.

St. Johns County-established greens fee
rates range from $25 for afternoon walkers
to $59.50 for out-of-state visitors.

Photo courtesy of Patrick Price, Brew Media

Aerial of holes (foreground, to back left) 18, 10 and 9 and the clubhouse, practice facility and

short-game area.

Thank you for your support
of the best boutique real estate
firm in Ponte Vedra!

BERRY & CO.
REAL ESTATE

Clarcberryrealestate.com

Realtors: Lauren Spiller Daraskevich,
Clare Berry, and Suzanne Fogle
Elves: John Daraskevich and Vance Berry

904-273-4800
clare@clareberry.realtor
The Shoppes of Ponte Vedra
330 A1A N,, Suite 305, Ponte Vedra Beach

MODERN

AESTHETIC
CENTERS

ENHANCE
YOUR IMAGE —

IMPROVE YOUR WELLNESS

Dermal Fillers | Wrinkle Relaxers
Body Sculpting | Wellness
Hair Removal & Restoration

Skin Rejuvenation

hd REENEE
Book your appointment
today at macflorida.com

2050 Saint Johns Parkway, Suite 106
904.526.7480

Mon — Fri: 9am — 5pm | Saturday hours available by request

Medical Director - Dr. David Mobley
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Voters reject one-cent sales tax increase

Originally published on Nov. 10, 2022

The referendum’s rejection will likely
put those projects in limbo, as county
commissioners have said they would
not raise taxes to pay for them. In the
words of Commissioner Christian
Whitehurst, “There is no Plan B.”

County officials have identified
various causes for a shortfall in funds
that might have paid for the proposed
projects, most notably a decision by a
previous board to reduce impact fees
after the 2008 recession to encourage
development.

The vote was 63.14% against and
36.86% for.

Both School Board races were close.

In the contest for District 1, incum-
bent Beverly Slough edged out chal-
lenger Racheal M. Hand, 52.21% to
47.79%. The difference between them
was slightly more than 1,000 votes.

In District 3, Jennifer Collins pre-
vailed over Lauren Abell, 52.41% to
47.59%.

In the race for Anastasia Mosquito
Control District Seat 2, Martha Gleason

By Shaun Ryan

St. Johns County voters have rejected
a one-cent surtax that would have raised
sales taxes in the county from 6.5 cents
to 7.5 cents for every dollar spent on the
first $5,000 of taxable personal property
purchases. Nontaxable items, such as
groceries, would have been exempt.

The referendum was put on the ballot
after the County Commission voted 4-1
in March to allow voters to decide it.

The extra penny would have gener-
ated an estimated $500 million over the
next decade, enough to fund a list of
projects identified as priorities by the
various county department heads. The
list included $240 million for road im-
provements, some of which were slated
for Ponte Vedra, such as a widening of
Mickler Road.

Some residents have signaled an
unwillingness to support some or all of
the projects on the list.

was the top vote-getter with 41.78% of
the votes. For Seat 4, Trish Becker led
Chris George, 56.75% to 43.25%.

The race for St. Johns County Airport
Authority Group | was very nearly a
three-way tie, but Michelle Cash-Chap-
man received the most votes, 35.36%
of the total. Group 2 went with Dennis
M. Clarke, who received 47.37% of
the vote. In Group 3, Jennifer Liotta
received the most votes, 29.72% of the
total.

By a wide margin, St. Johns County
voters elected to retain all of the state’s
Supreme Court justices and judges on
the District 5 Court of Appeal.

Voter turnout was high in St. Johns
County for a midterm election. Out of
223,774 active eligible voters, 144,941
— 64.77% — cast a ballot.

Statewide, Gov. Ron DeSantis beat
Charlie Crist, 59.38% to 39.96%. U.S.
Sen. Marco Rubio beat Val Demings,
57.69% to 41.26%. In the attorney
general race, Ashley Moody beat Ara-
mis Ayala, 60.06% to 39.94%. In the

#04 370 1300

Honda

OF THE ANEMUES

OCEANFRONT CONDO IN SPINNAKERS REACH

A rare find on the ocean in Sawgrass
with spacious living in the gated
community of Sawgrass Country Club!
Spectacular 1st floor condo that has
the only elevator in Spinnakers 1 from #= S
the garage to the first floor! Completely

renovated with stunning details & I I nt
designer finishes. Magnificent ocean |
views from every room. Experience apsy | :
spacious, sophisticated & beautifully 7=
designed condo in the heart of Ponte j
Vedra Beach. This first floor condo is
warm & inviting with 2523sf, 3BR, 3B
with the upstairs master & ocean view:
Offered for $2,699,000.

FL | 2020 Chairman’s Circle
\* H Janet Westling,

"9 REALTOR®, GRI, CIPS %—IE%%SAI-\%EYE
SO (904) 8131913 Gl Florida Network Realty

4" | Janet.Westling@bhhsfnr.com
\;__‘ www.JanetWestling.com

©2020 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An indepentendly owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.* Equal Housing Opportunity.

HondaOfTheAvenues.com

i1

63’ Custom Power Catamaran

race for chief financial officer, Jimmy
Patronis beat Adam Hattersley, 59.49%
to 40.51%. Wilton Simpson beat Naomi
Esther Blemur in the race for com-
missioner of agriculture, 59.31% to
40.69%.

Let’s get social!

“LIKE” US ON
facebook.

Stay up to date on contests,

advertising specials, and real-time
news in Ponte Vedra.
Our fans get access to exclusive
content you can’t find anywhere else!
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Serving Ponte Vedra, St Augu:
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@reeks

Air Conditioning
& Heating, Inc.
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Two of my friends recommended Creeks to me and I'm so glad they
did. The estimator was friendly, open and honest and gave several
options and the installers were courteous, on time and cleaned up
the working area. Plus, the system works great. No one likes to have
to buy a new AC in the middle of summer, but their price was fair
and the work was good. Highly recommend! - Renay T.

From the moment you reach out to Creeks Air Conditioning and
Heating you will recognize their professionalism and commitment
to service are superior in the industry. The polite voice answering
your call will reassure and work proficiently to accommodate an-
swering your questions while placing your needs as their priority.
From sales to installation, the representatives of Creeks Air Condi-

tioning and Heating demonstrate their excellence in every aspect of
their profession. I have called upon them on two separate occasions
in two different homes (never the same unit) over the past 15 years
and will continue to use them if | need HVAC repair or replacement.

.
i s

- DC Junior

Air Conditioning & Heating

We Carry
The Best
o Brands

Gaodman |

Our Family Serving Yours!

If you are looking for experienced
HVAC system repair and installation experts
in Northeast Florida,
you have come to the right place.

At Creeks, our Customers Come First!

SPECIALIZING IN HOME COMFORT
With over 34 Years of experience in the manufacturing, design,
application and service of residential and commercal comfort
systems, Creeks is equipped to provide all of your comfort needs!

@reeks

Air Conditioning
& Heating, Inc.
Serving St. Jobin's, Duval and Clay Countios,
and swtrounding areas.
904.230.7840

service@creeksair.com
51 Hudson Way, Suite 1, Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

License # CMC1249868

See our Monthly Specials $$$ at creeksair.com
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Complete Family Care Right in Your Neighborhood.
That’s the Power of +.

When you need medical imaging services, Flagler Health+ Village at Nocatee
has you covered with the latest in imaging technology, including the only CT and
MRI services in the area. You'll appreciate the convenient location and our comprehensive
imaging services for both children and adults, providing everything from CT scans, MRI’s,
x-rays and ultrasounds, to bone density scans and 3D digital mammography.

-] Flagler Health+

L VILLAGE AT NOCATEE

Learn more or schedule your appointment today at FlaglerHealth.org/Nocatee or call 904.819.7394
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MESSAGE FROM THE

PRESIDENT/CEO

MESSAGE FROM
THE DIRECTOR

Onward to a new year! Many of you gathered
with us on Nov. 17 in St. Augustine at the Lightner
Museum for fellowship as we honored some of our
members at Celebrate 2022.

The Award Winners included: Viv Helwig,
Member of the Year; Advanced Business Solu-
tions, Small Business of the Year; Beth Tate,
Public Policy Member of the Year; and the Vicar’s
Landing at Oak Bridge community received the
Economic Development Award of the year.

Jim Bush was honored as the outgoing Chair-

; man of the Board and Beth Sweeny was ushered in
\ as the new Chairman of the Board. The Chamber
Isabelle Renault Ambassadors are the backbone of our organiza-
President/CEO tion and Will Barnes was recently honored as the
St. Johns County Ambassador of the Year from the St. Augustine
Chamber of Commerce Group and Trudy Toche and Karina Coryell were
tied for Ambassadors of the Year from the Ponte
Vedra group. Congrats to these three and thanks for all your hard work! We now have
a strong, unified Ambassador Group that promotes the Chamber throughout the county
and attends many ribbon cuttings.

These volunteer leaders joined our Chamber members and staff to produce an eco-
nomically strong fiscal year. Congratulations, and I know we are all looking forward
to a busy vibrant 2023!

Regards,
Isabelle Renault
President and CEO, St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce

What a year! As we head into 2023, we have
many blessings to count. Key blessings include the
volunteer leaders who ably serve as the members of
the Ponte Vedra Beach Division board of directors.
Their December board meeting included member
appreciation visits! Led by Chair Kathleen Flo-
ryan, the Ponte Vedra Beach Division Board meets
monthly to review new members, discuss retention
- efforts and much more.

And our many Chamber Ambassadors welcome
new businesses at ribbon cuttings, assist at Cham-
ber events and strengthen our community. Our Pon-
te Vedra and St. Augustine ambassador groups have
merged to reflect our growth throughout the county,
but our Ponte Vedra Ambassador group recognized
Trudy Toche and Karina Coryell at the Jingle and
Mingle earlier this month for their leadership in the
last fiscal year.

Please join us for our many events in the Ponte Vedra area and throughout the
county in 2023 and come visit the Chamber’s Ponte Vedra Beach office at 200 Solana
Road, Ste. B. We are also a Visitor Information Center and welcome your questions.

Thanks for your continued support!

1.-’ ' ‘4’

Karen Everett
Director, PVB Division
St. Johns County
Chamber of Commerce

Regards,

Karen Everett

Director, Ponte Vedra Beach Division

St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce

CHAMBER UPCOMING EVENTS

PVB Division Chamber at Noon (w/JAX Chamber)
Date: Wednesday, Jan. 11,2023, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Speaker: Jared Rice, Tournament Players Championship
Location: Casa Marina Restaurant, Jax Beach

Sponsor: Fields Auto Group

PVB Division Chamber At Noon

Date: Wednesday, Feb. 15,2023, 11:30-1 p.m.

Speaker: John Delaney, President, Flagler College
Location: Marsh Landing Country Club, Ponte Vedra Beach
Sponsor: Fields Auto Group

PVB Division Chamber After Hours

Date: Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2023, 5:30-7 p.m.

Location: Beard Art Gallery, 110 Cumberland Park Drive,
No. 105

PVB Division Chamber Before Hours

Date: Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2023, 8-9 a.m.

Location: Coastal Compass Executive Suites, 4210 Valley
Ridge Blvd., Ste. 107-148, Nocatee

PVB Division Chamber After Hours

Date: Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2023, 5:30-7 p.m.

Location: America’s Choice Title, 170 A1A North, Ponte
Vedra Beach

Chamber After Hours at TPC (with JAX Chamber)
Date: Thursday, March 2 (Mark your calendar!)

More information and to register at The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce website: www.sjcchamber.com

Chamber hosts after hours
at Seaside Bank & Trust

“

Chamber celebrates holidays
with Jingle and Mingle

A chance to dance

Photo by Susan Griffin

The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ponte
Vedra Beach Division held an after-hours event at Sea-
side Bank & Trust on Nov. 16.

Photo by Susan Griffin
The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce cel-
ebrated the holidays by holding its Jingle and Mingle
event for its members at The Yards. Guests enjoyed
delicious treats and drinks while having a festive and fun
time. Pictured: Martha Gleason, K.C. Padget and Cindy
Bishop.

Photo provided by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
Rescheduled from November due to the hurricane, a
light-filled ribbon-cutting was held for the new Ar-
thur Murray Dance Center in Ponte Vedra Beach on
Wednesday, Dec. 21. Co-owned and opened by Jessica
Megargle and Heiko Leyhausen, the new space guaran-
tees that visitors will “Walk In, Dance Out.”
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Modern Aesthetic Centers
opens St. Johns location

Photo by Susan Griffin

Modern Aesthetic Centers recently held a ribbon cutting for its new center located
at 2050 Saint Johns Parkway, Suite 106 in St. Johns. COO Lisa Farides joined her
brother and CEO Paul Hassan to open the business.

Baptist HealthPlace services
on display for meeting

The St. Johns County Chamber of
Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Divi-
sion held its After Hours gathering
on Oct. 19 at Baptist HealthPlace at
Nocatee. This evening of networking
gave attendees a better look at the
innovative, state-of-the-art facility,
which includes a Baptist Center for
Healthy Living, YMCA, an onsite
café and a variety of medical services.
Baptist HealthPlace at Nocatee is lo-
cated at 400 Colonnade Drive, Ponte
Vedra. Pictured from left during the
recent After Hours gathering are: Kim
Sole, Felicia Cox, Tom Campbell and
Karen Everett.

Ponte Vedra Wellness hosts ‘before
hours, celebrates anniversary

Photo by Susan Griffin

Ponte Vedra Wellness hosted a St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce “before
hours” event that coincided with the business celebrating its 18th anniversary. Pic-
tured: Ericha Gore, Jackie Smith and Elaine Raby.

JAXUSL talks economic
impact during EDC breakfast

Representatives from
JAXUSL were on hand
during a St. Johns County
Chamber of Commerce
EDC breakfast Dec. 2 to
talk about the economic im-
pact expected in St. Johns
County with the return of
professional soccer to the
area in 2025. Pictured:
JAXUSL founding owner
and managing director
Steve Livingstone speaks to
those in attendance.
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Photo by Susan Griffin

Hydro Infusions hosts
Chamber‘before hours’ event

O INFUSIONS

Photo provided by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
Hydro Infusions recently partnered with the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
to host a “before hours” event. A variety of Chamber members were on hand and shared
smiles and laughs during the networking event. Pictured: Isabelle Renault, Sherry Jef-
fords, Dr. Melissa Withers, Dr. Travis Jeffords, Carlie Quinn and Kathleen Floryan.

Here to help your home Jinancing
pracess go ameothly.

Janet McMillin
LOAN OFFICER

NMLS391075

Office: 239.351.2915
Mobile: 239.980.2111
E janet.mcmillin@cem.com
W cecm.com/Janet-McMillin

@) CROSSCOUNTRY . g

MORTGAGE™




16 CONNECTIONS: YEAR IN REVIEW

Ponte Vedra Recorder - December 29, 2022

John Beard Collection
holds ribbon cutting

Photo by Susan Griffin
John Beard Collection officially joined the St. Johns County Chamber of Com-
merce in 2022. A ribbon cutting coincided with the opening of the Collection’s art
gallery on County Road 210.

Tikka Bowls and Tacos opens
i mS A 1"’3 '

Photo provided by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce

The Tikka Bowls and Tacos team and family cut the ribbon for the new business.
The business is located at 155 Fountains Way Suite 4, St. Johns. The restaurant offers
Indian fusion tacos, burritos and bowls, curries, chicken wings and more. For more
information, go to tikkabowlsandtacos.com.

Joy Vision Acupuncture opens

—

.....

=

Photo provided by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
Dr. Erica Joy Siegel, acupuncture physician, cuts the ribbon Monday, July 18, dur-
ing a ceremony marking the opening of Joy Vision Acupuncture, located at Mickler’s
Landing, 1106 State Road A1A, Suite 201A. The business is the only acupuncture
practice in the Southeast United States specializing in the complementary treatment
of eye diseases with the Acunova Protocol. The event was conducted in conjunction
with the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce.

VyStar executive speaks
at joint Chamber lunch

Photo provided by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce

The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division held its
joint lunch with the JAX Chamber. Jenny Vipperman, chief lending officer at VyStar
Credit Union, was the speaker. Pictured from left are Tierney Anderson, Fields Auto
Group; Tom Patton, chair, Beaches Division — Jax Chamber; Josh Hull, VyStar
Nocatee; Kathleen Floryan, chair, Ponte Vedra Beach Division — St. Johns County
Chamber; and Vipperman.

Cha t on

o —
iy

N
Photo by Susan Griffin

St. Johns County Deputy County Administrator Joy Andrews was the speaker for
the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce’s Chamber at Noon event Aug. 17 at the
Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa. She spoke about the importance of infrastruc-
ture and balance needed in the county. The luncheon was sponsored by Fields Auto
Group.

Sheriff speaks at
hamber at Noon event

PR

Photo by Susan Griffin
St. Johns County Sheriff Robert A. Hardwick was the speaker for the Chamber at
Noon event on Sept. 21. His topic was public safety in St. Johns County. The event
was held at the Hilton Garden Inn. The luncheons are sponsored by Fields Auto
Group, and the sponsor for this specific event was Pinnacle Communications Group.
Here, members of the Chamber and the Sheriff’s Office pause for a photo.



Ponte Vedra Recorder - December 29, 2022 CONNECTIONS: YEARIN REVIEW 17

The Yards joins
Chamber with
e ribbon cutting
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Photo provided by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce

Labor Economist Ron Hetrick spoke at the St. Johns County Chamber of Com- Photo by susan Grffin
merce Economic Development Council (EDC) Quarterly Breakfast on Sept. 23. He The Yards officially joined the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce with a
addressed the labor crisis in St. Johns County at the Renaissance Resort in World ribbon cutting ceremony July 22. The Yards offers golf, pickleball and tennis and is
Golf Village. open to hosting a variety of events at its complex.
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC :

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER NNETEEN
SUNDAY BRUNCH

TPC.COM/NINETEEN | (904) 273-3238 TPC SAWGRASS
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Ponte Vedra Plastic Surgery
opens newest location

Photo by Susan Griffin

Ponte Vedra Plastic Surgery opened a new location along County Road 210 with a
ribbon cutting and grand opening ceremony in partnership with the St. Johns County
Chamber of Commerce. It is the fifth location for Ponte Vedra Plastic Surgery, with
others in Ponte Vedra, Nocatee, Amelia Island and off Gate Parkway.

The next wave of
office complexes

Photo by Susan Griffin

Coastal Compass Executive Office Suites has been open for about a year and now
they are official members of the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce following a
ribbon cutting ceremony July 20. The complex opened in August 2021 and is located
at 4210 Valley Ridge Blvd., Suite 101 in Ponte Vedra.

The DRIPBaR hosts
Chamber Before Hurs

The DRIPBaR hosted a
“Before Hours” event with
the St. Johns County Cham-
ber of Commerce Ponte Ve-
dra Beach Division on Aug.
10. The morning was full of
networking possibilities, as
well as food and fun.

Photo by Susan Griffin

Photo by Susan Griffin
The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division held its
Chamber After Hours at the link in Nocatee on June 29. Sponsors were Nissan of St.
Augustine, Oxi Fresh Carpet Cleaning, Coffee News NE Florida and GEICO.

Dolly Llama creates sweet
partnership with Chamber

\ A s
Photo by Susan Griffin
The Dolly Llama Waffle Master has opened a location at 830 A1A N. in Ponte
Vedra Beach and made it official with a ribbon cutting and grand opening ceremony.
The business combines ice cream and waffles to give customers a unique experience.
The franchisees are Josh and Wendy Popkin of Ponte Vedra.

Ascension opens new
hospital in St. .lol_ms

Ascension St. Vincent’s — <G e
Health Center opened a new :
hospital in St. Johns County
and did so in the grandest
way, as the facility hosted the
public for a community event
and ribbon cutting on site July
1. The hospital is on County
Road 210 in St. Johns.

Photo by Susan Griffin
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Keller Williams Realty
Atlantic Partners
chraenewfﬁce
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Photo by Susan Griffin
In June, Keller Williams Atlantic Partners moved to a new location. The new office
is located at 13000 Sawgrass Village Circle Building 1, Suite 3, in the Village Profes-
sional Center. Margaret Sherrill, operating principal, cuts the ribbon during a cer-
emony Sept. 15 as team leader Mark Dilworth looks on. St. Johns County Chamber
of Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division conducted the ceremony.

EST. 2020

Chamber Before
Hours held at TPC
Sawgrass Clubhouse

Photo by Susan Griffin
The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division held a
Before Hours event for its members at the TPC Sawgrass Clubhouse on Sept. 14. The
Chamber thanked the staff at the clubhouse for all they did to help put on the net-
working event. Pictured are Mark Ryan, Kathleen Floryan and Peter verDorn.

THE SCARDS  [Vecflebell (7o

We are open To all Pickleball players so you can play with your family, friends or coworkers.
Limited Memberships available, league play and lessons by our certified instructors.
Come play Pickleball at The Yards: 254 Alta Mar Drive, PVB, FL 32082

S
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The link hosts
Chamber at Noon

the MNK T

the link the link

sapna

Photo by Susan Griffin

The link hosted a Chamber at Noon event July 14. Owner Raghu Misra spoke to
those in attendance about the state-of-the-art facility and the unique business it brings
to the Nocatee community. The New York Butcher Shoppe catered food for the event.

Renovated Hilton Garden Inn,

The Hilton Garden Inn
Jacksonville Ponte Vedra
Sawgrass hosted the St.
Johns County Chamber of
Commerce for an “After
Hours” event Aug. 24. The
event was held at Mul-
ligan’s Pub, the hotel’s on-
site restaurant, which was
recently renovated along
with the hotel. Here, Bob
Arndt, general manager at
Hilton Garden Inn Jackson-
ville Ponte Vedra Sawgrass,
speaks to attendees.

Photo by Susan Griffin

Photo provided by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce members, board members, ambassadors
and friends gathered June 15 to cut the ribbon and officially open Quiet Tiger Acu-
puncture & Functional Medicine in Nocatee. Dr. Emily Glasser wielded the scissors
and treated attendees to a demonstration, explanation, goodie bags, door prizes and
refreshments.

The Yards hosts
Chamber soc{ial event

Photo by Susan Griffin

The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division held
a social gathering for its members at The Yards. The night was full of networking,
drinks and socializing by all who attended.

Chamber hosts Politics
St ohns event

—

Photo by Anthony Richards
Political candidates running in this year’s election were given the opportunity to
spread their messages and interact with residents during the Politics St. Johns event at
the Ponte Vedra Concert Hall July 27. The event was hosted by the St. Johns County
Chamber of Commerce.

Bike
Haven
Ribbon
Cutting

The St. Johns County
Chamber of Commerce
joined The Bike Haven
St. Johns for its ribbon
cutting and to welcome
the business to the
neighborhood.

Photo provided by the St. Johns
County Chamber of Commerce
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STRUGGLES TO READ & SPELL
STRUGGLES TO WRITE SENTENCES
STRUGGLES WITH MATH

THE MORRIS CENTER
PONTE VEDRA BEACH

Unlock Learning Potential

Diagnosis, Prevention, Treatment,
#TooGoodToBeTrue-for34years Professional Development & Research

www.TheMorrisCenter.com

www.TheMorrisCenterPVB.com
(904)834-2482
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Chamber After Hours
at Sawgrass Marriott

Photo by Susan Griffin

St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce held its Chamber After Hours event May
25. Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa was the host. It was an evening of network-
ing, food and fun. Pictured are: Kari Zerrahn, Lori Adams, Jackie Smith, Felicia Cox,
Gloria Dongara, Christine Ondek, Michael Benko and Mark Ryan.

Ponte Vedra Wellness Center
hosts Chamber Before Hours

Ponte Vedra Well-
ness Center’s Nocatee
location hosted a St.
Johns County Chamber
of Commerce Ponte
Vedra Beach Division
Before Hours event
April 5. It offered a
networking opportu-
nity for local business
leaders while enjoying
some coffee and break-
fast. Pictured: Dr. Erika
Hamer.

Photo by Susan Griffin

New York Butcher
Shoppe joins Chamber

- x .v

Photo by Susan Griffin

The New York Butcher Shoppe officially joined the St. Johns County Chamber of
Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division with a grand re-opening ribbon cutting cer-
emony as the business is under new ownership. New York Butcher Shoppe is located
at 240 A1A N., Unit 4 in Ponte Vedra Beach.

Hydro Infusions ribbon cutting

Photo by Susan Griffin
St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce took part in the ribbon cutting for Hydro
Infusions. Dr. Travis Jeffords DNP wielded the big scissors.

Keeping up to
date on elections

\ r .’

Photo provided by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
St. Johns County Supervisor of Elections Vicky Oakes spoke May 18 at the St.
Johns County Chamber of Commerce’s Chamber at Noon event. She talked about the
upcoming election, redistricting and her new website. Fields Auto Group sponsors
the luncheons.

DRIPBaR Ribbon Cutting

Photo by Susan Griffin
The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce participated in the ribbon cutting for
DRIPBaR St. Johns on May 13.
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Edie Williams
State Farm
ribbon cutting

Photo provided by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce

St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce members gathered at Edie Williams’ new
State Farm Insurance Agency in Ponte Vedra Beach for a ribbon-cutting ceremony.
Board members, ambassadors and the State Farm team took part.

Facility provides
latest options for pets

E R

’g“‘*tm VAL LEY
VAT ERINARY
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Photo by Susan Griffin

The Palm Valley Veterinary Center and Dr. Louis Mack wanted to bring the best
pet care to the Ponte Vedra area. In pursuit of that goal, the business held a grand
opening and ribbon cutting ceremony with the St. Johns County Chamber of Com-
merce on May 31.

Choose Ascension St. Vincent’s
St. Johns County for 24/7

emergency care

When you need care right away

Timely ER care is important — some types of care just can't wait. Doctors and care
teams at Ascension St. Vincent's listen to quickly understand and care for your needs.

Our fully staffed ER is open 24/7 and is conveniently located at 1-95 and CR210.
And we'll connect the dots to any follow-up care, including lab, imaging, follow-up
specialty care and Ascension Rx or your preferred pharmacy.

Find your nearest Ascension ER at ascension.org/StJohnsFL

22. All rights reserved.

Ascension St. Vincent's St. Johns County
205 Trinity Way, Saint Johns, FL 32259

If you're experiencing a life-threatening emergency,
go directly to the ER or dial 911.

Ascension
St.Vincent’s
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Hotworx
ribbon
cutting

HOTWORX St. Johns,
located in Durbin Pavilion, held
its grand opening celebration on
June 24. The festivities included
food and drinks, local vender
booths, prizes and giveaways,

a live DJ performance and bal-
loon artists.

Photo by Susan Griffin

St. Johns Sport and Spine
Chiropractic ribbon cutting
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Photo provided by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
In May, the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce took part in the ribbon cut-
ting ceremony for St. Johns Sport and Spine Chiropractic.

St. Johns County Chamber
of Commerce Golf Classic

Photo by Susan Griffin

The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce 2022 Golf Classic was held May 16
on the Ponte Vedra Inn and Club Ocean Course. Here are the winners: Team Cecil W.
Powell (Luke Gowen, Bill Toth and Gerry Lee) won first place. Team Florida Blue
(Sid Roberson, Mike Graves, Brian Adcock and Tim Simokonis) won second place.
Legacy Roofing (Kayleb Burritt, Jeremy Janes, Dylan Adams, Shane Moore) won
third place.

Ribbon cut for The Great
Greek Mediterranean Grille

Photo provided by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce participated in a ribbon cutting
ceremony for The Great Greek Mediterranean Grille, which is located in the growing
County Road 210 West area.

First Horizon hosts
Chamber After Hours

First Horizon Bank hosted a
St. Johns County Chamber of
Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach
Division After Hours event
April 27. It was a night full of
networking, food and fun for
all that attended. Pictured are:
Lesley Vitel, Felicia Cox, Kar-
en Everett and Trudy Toche.

Photo by Susan Griffin

Truist holds ribbon cutting,
host Bfore Hours

Photo by Susan Griffin
Truist Bank held a ribbon cutting ceremony during a St. Johns County Chamber of
Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division Before Hours event that it hosted at its No-
catee location May 11. Karen Gable, vice president and branch leader, is surrounded
by staff members as she cuts the ribbon.
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Legislative Update

St jorins |
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Photo provided by The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
Speakers for the Chamber’s 2022 Legislative Update on May 6 consisted of state
Sen. Travis Hutson, state Rep. Paul Renner, state Rep. Cyndi Stevenson, St. Johns
County Board of County Commissioners Vice Chair Christian Whitehurst, St. Au-
gustine Vice Mayor Nancy Sikes-Kline and St. Augustine Beach Mayor Don Samora.
Sponsors were Auld & White Constructors, LLC, The Fiorentino Group, Stellar,
Waste Management, Foley & Lardner LLP and Sight and Sound Productions.

Rice talks THE PLAYERS at
joint Chamber at Noon

Photo by Anthony Richards
Weeks into 2022, the focus began to shift to Ponte Vedra Beach’s most marquee
event, THE PLAYERS.Tournament vice president and executive director Jared Rice
(center) was the guest speaker at the Jan. 12 Chamber at Noon event, which was
hosted by both the St. Johns County and Jacksonville Chambers of Commerce.

Dean addresses growth i in the county
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Photo provided by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce

Aimee Stafford, vice president of operations, and Scott Maynard, director of eco-
nomic development for St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce welcomed Henry
Dean, the county’s District 5 commissioner, to the Chamber’s quarterly Economic
Development Breakfast on June 3. Dean spoke about the management of growth in
the county. The breakfast was held at World Golf Village Renaissance St. Augustine
Resort.

Chamber
Before Hours
at Flagler
Health+
Palencia

The St. Johns County Cham-
ber of Commerce held its June
9 Chamber Before Hours event
at Flagler Health+ Palencia. It
was a morning of networking,
food and fun.

Photo provided by St. Johns County
Chamber of Commerce

Hurricane
preparedness

Photo provided by the
St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce

Kelly Wilson, deputy director of
emergency management for St. Johns
County, was the speaker for the St. Johns
County Chamber of Commerce Chamber
at Noon meeting on June 16 at Pusser’s
Bar and Grille. She spoke about hurricane
preparedness for businesses and the 2022
predictions. Fields Auto Group sponsors
the luncheons, and the event sponsor was
Bates Hewett & Floyd Insurance.

%@MW@MWM@M%@WWQOOlf?

Answer: The business connections that can be made one on one with persons
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After-Hours at THE PLAYERS

Ponte Vedra

Wellness
L\~ Center |

After-Hours at THE PLAYERS Championship, an annual networking event, was
co-hosted March 3 by the JAX Chamber and the St. Johns County Chamber of Com-
merce. It was held in the Stadium Village at TPC Sawgrass. Shown is the crew from
the Ponte Vedra Wellness Center and their table.

Workforce discussion
at EDC breakfast

Photo provided by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce

A full crowd attended the Chamber’s Economic Development Council Quarterly
Breakfast on Feb. 25 at the Renaissance in World Golf Village. Scott Maynard,
economic development director, St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce, at the
podium, facilitated a workforce panel discussion with, from left, Nick Solomon,
Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind; Kyle Kramer, EmployU; Doreen Lund,
CareerSource Northeast Florida; and Chris Force, First Coast Technical College. The
panel focused on expanding the pool of applicants and identifying additional recruit-
ing methods.

Halo Spa hosts Chamber After Hours

Photo by Susan Griffin
The site of the Jan. 19 Chamber After Hours was Halo Spa, 320 Town Plaza Ave.,
Ste. 110, Nocatee. In the photo, Emily Carpenter, left, and Halo Spa owner Monica
Ketterman are seen at the event.

Patty dives into county finance
gmde at Chamber Iuncheon

Photo by Anthony Richards

County clerk of circuit court and county comptroller Brandon Patty was the guest
speaker at the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division
luncheon at Ruth’s Chris Steak House Feb. 16.

Board and Brush hosts
Chamber before hours

Photo courtesy of the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ponte Vedra Division
Board and Brush Creative Studio hosted a St. Johns County Chamber of Com-
merce Ponte Vedra Division before hours event Feb. 9 at 840 A1A N., Suite 150 in
Ponte Vedra Beach. The event was an opportunity for Chamber members to network
and get acquainted with other local businesses.

Richardson offers Chamber
members tips on digital marketing

Molly Richardson, owner and founder of TotallyInfused Digital Marketing,
presented digital marketing tips to the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce at
its Chamber at Noon on March 16 at Pusser’s Grille in Ponte Vedra Beach. Pictured
from left are Matt Price, chairman of the board, Ponte Vedra Beach Division, St.
Johns County Chamber of Com-
merce, First Horizon Bank; Molly
Richardson, speaker and founder of
TotallyInfused Digital Marketing;
Aaron Mong and Tierney Ander-
son, both with Fields Auto Group,
sponsor of Chamber at Noon; and
Karen Everett, director, Ponte
Vedra Beach Division, St. Johns
County Chamber of Commerce.

Photo provided by the St. Johns County
Chamber of Commerce
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Intelligent Office
introduces new
Nocatee location

Intelligent Office joined the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce with a ribbon
cutting and after-hours event Feb. 23 at the new location at 90 Fort Wade Road, Suite
100 in Ponte Vedra.

Chamber a sponsor
of EnterCircle event

FUTURE OF FINANCE

Photo by Shaun Ryan

Entrepreneurs, business leaders, successful professionals in a variety of fields and
people who wanted to learn gathered Nov. 16-18 at the link for the EnterCircle Sum-
mit 2022. Scott Maynard, vice president of economic development for the St. Johns
County Chamber of Commerce, said the Chamber was excited to be a sponsor of
the EnterCircle Summit. Pictured: Steven Hertzberg speaks to students from Pedro
Menendez High School about cryptocurrency on day two of the summit.

ScanManFL cuts
ribbon, joins Chamber

Photo by Susan Griffin

The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division held a
ribbon cutting ceremony Feb. 17 for the new business at its location in the Village
Professional Center at 13000 Sawgrass Village Circle, Building 3, Suite 13.

Surprisingly great rates

that fit any budget.

Get great rates and a good neighbor.
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

Jonathan A Gibbs, Agent

340 Town Plaza Avenue, Suite 250
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Bus: 904-834-7312
weinsurepontevedra.com

Individual premiums and budgets will vary by customer.
All applicants subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm'
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Hiring counsel for estate, trust administration may help avoid conflict

By Alessandro A. Apolito

Losing a family
member or friend is
a difficult situation
for everyone. In
1969, the Swiss-
American psy-
chiatrist Elizabeth
Kiibler-Ross wrote
in her book “On
Death and Dy-
ing” that grief could be divided into five
stages: denial, anger, bargaining, depres-
sion and acceptance. Despite how severe
or long the grieving process is for you,

a person’s death can require a time-con-
suming and expensive process of admin-
istering the estate. While some estates are
as simple as dividing tangible personal
property and reimbursing a family mem-
ber for funeral costs, many estates require
a formal probate administration, which
can last six to 12 months or more.

In Florida, the personal representative
of an estate is required to have an attor-
ney, who must help a lay person navigate
the court system, the fiduciary obligations
imposed by the Florida Probate Code and
the occasional unreasonable or litigious
beneficiary. The personal representa-
tive is a fiduciary for both beneficiaries
and creditors. Therefore, responsibilities
include, but are not limited to, notifying
all interested parties of their basic rights
in the estate, identifying and collecting all
estate assets, paying debts, distributing
assets and accounting for all the financial
activity of the estate. The possibility for
litigation in an estate administration can
happen over mistakes in administration,
unequal distributions between beneficia-
ries, resentment over who is in control, or

blended families with rocky relationships.

Unlike personal representatives,
trustees appointed in a revocable or ir-
revocable trust are not legally required to
have an attorney even though the require-
ments of the Florida Trust Code are just
as strict as the probate code. Additionally,
trust administrations tend to last many
years. While people typically use trusts to
avoid the probate process, there is still a
possibility for litigation for all the same
reasons.

Beneficiaries of an estate or trust are
also not legally required to have an
attorney. Unfortunately, many benefi-
ciaries have the false impression that
the personal representative’s or trustee’s
attorney either represents the beneficiary
too or is required to act in the benefi-
ciary’s best interests. This is simply not
true. Beneficiaries will receive legal no-
tices, be subject to deadlines to exercise
certain rights, and be required to make
complicated legal decisions. Addition-
ally, the fiduciary handling the estate may
be improperly handling the estate, or
even worse, may be misappropriating the
estate’s assets.

We highly recommend that personal
representatives, trustees and beneficiaries
hire counsel with trusts and estates litiga-
tion experience so that they can either try
to avoid possible litigation or have the
proper representation if conflicts should
arise. Luckily, both personal representa-
tives and trustees are allowed to hire
professionals, at the expense of the estate,
to ensure a proper administration of the
estate. Hiring a professional could even
possibly shield them from liability.

For questions or more information,
contact practice team leader David
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Alessandro Apolito is a partner in the
Jacksonville office of Lippes Mathias LLP
Attorneys at Law who focuses on trusts
and estates.
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at Lippes Mathias LLP to schedule a
consultation.
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Selling your business to private equity group vs. strategic buyer

If you own a business, it can be over-
whelming to think about selling it. One
way to gain some control is to learn about
your alternatives so you better understand
what is best for you, your family and your
company. While buyers come in all shapes
and sizes, perhaps the most sophisticated
are private equity groups (PEGs) and
strategic buyers.

Private equity group
A PEG is made up of financial profes-
sionals who have raised money to buy —

and eventually sell — companies.

Key considerations: It is important to
consider your financial and timing goals
to determine if a PEG sale is a fit. Your
continued involvement will be based on
your current role in the company. Are you
comfortable running the company with
another majority owner? PEGs usually
target a three-to-five year holding period,
after which the PEG attempts a second sale
of the company (in which you may be able
to completely exit).

What happens: As a simple example,

Welcoming Sara Frazier to Zisser Family Law;
Building on Four Decades of Experience in Jacksonville

With the arrival of Sara Frazier to the team, joining attorneys Lynn Salvatore, Jonathan Zisser and
Carolyn and Elliot Zisser as senior counsel, Zisser Family Law now provides guidance on guard-

ianships, probate and estate planning — in addition to all other marital and family law matters the

firm has expertly handled over the last four decades.

Zisser Family Law is consistently among the most recognized and respected law firms — and

continues to build on a name synonymous with the highest standards in client focus and care in

Northeast Florida.

ZISSER '

FAMILY LAW
904.353.3222 zisserfamilylaw.com

Not a Standard Practice.
Just the Highest Standards.”

FIRBT COAST EDITION | VOL. 3 HO. 4

ATTORNEY AT LAW

ATTOpNEY offHe MONTH

assume you sell for $1,000.
Assume also that the PEG
funds the transaction with
$500 debt and $500 equity
and asks you to roll over
$100 to own a 20% eq-
uity interest. Your existing
management — and likely
you — will be tasked with
growing the business while
paying down the debt.

Now, let’s say you double
the profits while completely
paying off the debt and then the business
is sold. Assuming the same valuation
multiple of profit/cash flow, the business
would be valued at $2,000 and you would
get 20%, or $400, for your $100 invest-
ment because all the debt was paid off.

Risks: Of course, there’s no guarantee
the business will grow while paying down
the debt or it will then sell on favorable
terms. In the meantime, you will have a
majority owner that is looking to exit in a
few years, so its goals may not align with
yours. When considering a PEG, you want
to be comfortable with its level of involve-
ment in the running of the company and
how decisions will be made.

Strategic buyer

A strategic buyer is usually a company
in the same or related industry that has
some overlap or synergy that would result
in incremental savings or revenue if it
bought your company.

Key considerations: Your company
may be absorbed, which is important to
consider if you value legacy. There may be
a heightened risk for job loss, especially
among senior leaders, as your team may
overlap with that of the buyer. The flip side
is you may find it easier to walk away after
a strategic sale.

What happens: Unlike a PEG, you
will usually not be asked to reinvest in the
company, and depending on your current
role, you may be involved in a transition
period of only a few months. What hap-
pens to your management team and the rest
of your workforce depends on the overlap
with the buyer and its strategic direction.

DUI DEFENSE
KNOW BEFORE YOU BLOW.

Contributed photo

The Ponte Vedra Wealth Management team.

Risks: If you are paid in the acquiring
company’s stock, you need to consider the
risk of owning that much of one security.
If the buyer is a public company, you may
be able to sell that stock and diversify over
time, but that can be delayed if the stock is
restricted. In that case, you can be prohibit-
ed from selling until after a vesting period
or certain conditions are met.

If the buyer pays with private company
stock, you need to know your path to
liquidity. Until you do so, you will own
shares in a larger company you no longer
control, and it likely will represent a large
percentage of your personal assets.

Transitioning your ownership of a
company is more complex than a typical
retirement, but it can be less daunting if
you understand your options.

This article was written by/for Wells Fargo
Advisors and provided courtesy of Ponte
Vedra Wealth Management Group of Wells
Fargo Advisors — Jamie Seim, MBA, CFP
First Vice President — Investment Officer,
Stephen T. Foody, CFP Managing Direc-

tor — Investments Officer in Ponte Vedra
Beach, FL at 904-273-7934. 0122-00768
Investment and Insurance Products are:

« Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Govern-
ment Agency

+ Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guaran-
teed by, the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate

» Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possible
Loss of the Principal Amount Invested

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a
registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of
Wells Fargo & Company.

©2021 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All
rights reserved.
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The Sharks are the 2022 Class 3A tennis state champions.

Sharks secure placein
with tennis state title

Originally published on May 5, 2022

By Anthony Richards

Winning a state title is the epitome
for every high school athlete, but what
makes the title so special is the ride it
takes to get to that point.

For the Ponte Vedra High boys
tennis team winning a state title was
something they felt confident in since
the start of the season, and it came to
fruition with them handing over the
school’s first tennis state championship
trophy to athletic director Michael Har-
rison during a presentation May 2.

“You can’t script it any better,”
Weiland said. “Winning a state title in
Florida is not easy. It will be nice to see
that banner up (in the gym).”

Senior Adam Logan battled back
from trailing two match points early in
a tiebreaker to eventually win his match
and secure the title for the Sharks.

“It was definitely stressful, knowing
that everything was riding on me, but |
just went back to everything I’ve been

working on my whole life and just tried
to stick with my gameplan and stay ag-
gressive,” Logan said.

It was just as nerve-racking for Lo-
gan’s teammates as they watched him
and rooted him on.

According to fellow senior Andrew
Kelley, the group got into a prayer
circle at one point.

“We believed in Adam the whole
way,” junior Ofek Blank said. “We just
knew he was going to pull it off.”

The victory will always hold a special
place in Logan’s heart, not only because
of the magnitude of the win, but also
because his dad passed away earlier in
the year.

“I’ve been playing since I was 6
years old and my dad was my coach,”
Logan said. “We learned how to play
by watching YouTube together and then
going on the court and figuring stuff
out. He got me to where I am today,
and I just devoted this season to him
and wanted to do everything I could to
honor him. This is the best way to do
it.”

Logan is one of five seniors on the
roster that will end their high school
tennis careers as state champions and go
down in history as the group that won
the school’s first in tennis.

“This is the peak of my high school
career,” senior Callum Searle said.

“It’s a pretty awesome feeling, and it’s
something I’ll remember for the rest of
my life.”

Senior Elias Missa was slotted in as
the team’s No. 6 player for most of the
year and had played in seven matches,
mostly in the doubles format.

However, he was thrust into a singles
role to fill in for an injured player and
stepped up in a big way by not losing
a match at states after not playing at
districts or regionals.

“Coach texted me and said that I
might be playing, so initially it was
a big surprise, but [ knew I had been
ready and was prepared,” Missa said. “I
just tried to treat it like one of the thou-
sands of matches that we’ve all played.”

Coming off the bench when your
name is called is one thing but doing

Photo courtesy of Matt Price

istory

it in the most crucial of moments is
another thing all together.

It was obvious to each of the Sharks
that the intensity of the state tournament
is unlike anything they see during the
season, even at the district and regional
levels.

“It’s a lot more intense and everyone
has a chip on their shoulders because
its win or go home,” sophomore Grant
Price said.

One match the specifically stands out
for Kelley during the Sharks postsea-
son path was during the regional final
against Vanguard, when he found him-
self down early.

“I got beat pretty bad in the first set,
and I haven’t had an easy season with
some tears in my knee and I’ve been
injured a lot, but I thought to myself at
the changeover ‘playing like this is not
going to get us to our final goal and the
state championships,’ so I slapped my-
self in the face and said ‘this is going to
change right now,” and I came back and
won that match,” Kelley said.
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Ascension opens new hospital in St. Johns

Originally published on July 7, 2022

By Anthony Richards

Ascension St. Vincent’s Health Center
opened a new hospital in St. Johns
County and did so in the grandest way, as
the facility hosted the public for a com-
munity event and ribbon cutting on site
July 1.

The free event was a chance for the
public to get acquainted with their new
hospital as well as share in some fun
family activities while they were there, as
games, vendors and mascots from local
sports teams were present.

According to Sean McAfee, vice
president of nursing with Ascension St.
Vincent’s, pride was the No. 1 emotion he
and the staff at the facility were feeling.

“As a member of St. Johns County,
myself, I can’t be prouder of this facil-
ity,” McAfee said.

The hospital hopes to fill a need for
the residents in the northwestern region
of the county by providing them with
another necessary option when medical
issues arise.

“This county is the fastest growing
county in the United States, so the access
was very much needed,” McAfee said.

Even prior to the hospital taking its
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#BETHECHANGE
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first patient, McAfee had already heard
positive feedback from the community,
the county’s emergency medical services
and the police departments that they are
partnering with.

The hospital’s construction began in
December 2020 and that idea was made a
reality and revealed when the public laid
its first eyes inside the building during to
start July.

The structure is 150,000 square feet
with 56 in-patient beds, 15 emergency
room beds and six operating rooms.

“It really is a state-of-the-art facil-
ity, not only in a high-tech perspective,
but when it comes to low tech as well,”
McAfee said.

An example of the efficiency of even
the low-tech aspect of the hospital is with
its “medical mall,” which greets anyone
who first walks in through the main en-
trance of the building.

This is done by cleaning up the sight
lines and helping a person find where
they need to go to help speed up their
process and make the situation as seam-
less as possible.

“When you walk in, you can see
everywhere you need to go,” McAfee
said. “The elevators to the patient floors,
the cafeteria, a personalized help desk,
surgery check-in and even kiosks along

“REMIER
DENTAL

FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS i g.

The main desk in the emergency room.

the wall if you can register yourself. That
is a highly unusual approach in your
traditional hospital.”

Some of the little things the hospital is
doing that they hope goes a long way in
adding to a patient’s experience, include a
“living wall,” which is featured as part of
the “medical mall” and has live greenery
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on it that can be touched, and towel art
that is a common sight in many of the
rooms.

Many of the usual specialties that have
become expected from most hospitals
will also be offered at the facility, such
as orthopedics, neurology and general
surgery.

“Really any service line you can imag-
ine, we’ve got,” McAfee said. “From a
staffing perspective we really do have
strong care teams, but from a personal
and Ascension perspective, we really
want compassionate people and I think
we’ve been successful and getting that.”

Being part of the Ascension outfit of
facilities can not only be a helpful tool
when sharing resources, but it also played
a large role during the developmental
phase of the hospital, as they figured out
what ideas they could borrow from other
hospitals while making it the best fit for
St. Johns County.

“We were really fortunate here to
have already had built a facility in Clay
County not too many years ago and we
were really able to learn from that to
improve here,” McAfee said. “We have
some really highly-skilled leaders at the
other Ascension facilities here in the
Jacksonville market, and it’s been a real
blessing to have.”
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Tebow among
ownership group
bringing men’s,
women's soccer

Originally published on Sept. 1, 2022

By Anthony Richards

Professional soccer is coming to the
First Coast in 2025 after an announce-
ment made during a press conference
by the United Soccer League at TPC
Sawgrass on Aug. 30.

According to league CEO Alec
Papadakis, the USL is much more than
just the play on the field, but the goal is
to bring communities together through
soccer.

As a result, one of the ways the USL
differs from other professional leagues
is that it has a direct connection be-
tween pro and youth teams in the area.

The youth soccer organization in this
case will be Florida Elite, which was
established eight years ago and has
roughly 15,000 players participating,
some of which were present during the
press conference.

“They will be able to eat, train and
watch film alongside and in the same
facilities as the pros in their town,”
Papadakis said.

Another unique way JAXUSL will be
unique is that it will not just introduce a
men’s pro team to compete for the USL
Championship, but it will also create a
women’s pro team that will be part of
the USL’s W League.

“This is the most exciting time for
soccer in the history of the United
States,” Papadakis said.

He stated how the 1994 World Cup
hosted by the U.S. was intended to get
soccer introduced to Americans on a
mainstream level and now the 2026
World Cup, where the U.S. is one of the
hosts, will serve as the bookend to that
process.

According to Papadakis, over the
years he has seen the game of soccer
continue to grow not just in the USL,
but as a whole throughout the country,
and it has led to an increase in job op-
portunities not just on the field but in
the business side of soccer.

“You can stay in the sport we love so
much and make it a career,” Papadakis
said.

The JAXUSL ownership group in-
cludes Ricky Caplin, Tim Tebow, Steve

Tim Tebow

Livingstone and Tony Allegretti.

Caplin believes that Northeast
Florida is the perfect fit for a pro soccer
team because of the area’s passion for
sports and a growing diverse commu-
nity.

“Although I may not know much
about soccer, but I do know about
dreams, visions and goals,” said Tebow,
a local sports legend from his time
playing at Nease High School and the
University of Florida.

Although the team will not begin
play until 2025, the group expects the
excitement to only continue and grow.

The next steps include finding a
venue and facilities to play and train at
locally.

The name of the squads and the team
colors will be determined in the coming
months as they hope to get feedback
from the community to help with those
decisions.

More information about the team and
how to get involved is available by go-
ing to jaxusl.com.

FIRST COAST A ~
Heart &Vascular FirstCoastHeart.com

CENTER

Convenient,
Comprehensive
Cardiology Care.
Close to Home.

First Coast Heart & Vascular Center’s top-rated
cardiologists offer a full range of cardiac services -
from preventive care and routine screenings to
advanced diagnostics and interventions.

Better yet, we offer it all right here in Ponte Vedra.

General cardiology

Women’s cardiology

Structural heart disease management
Peripheral vascular/vein disease services
Complex heart rhythm management

Heart failure management

Comprehensive cardiovascular screenings
Stress tests, echocardiograms
Pacemaker/defibrillator checkups

Ameeth VVedre,
MD, FACC, FACP,
FASE, FASNC

Neil Sanghvi,
MD, FACC, FHRS

351 Town Plaza Avenue Suite 203
Ponte VVedra, Florida 32081

(904) 606-8725

Jacksonville | Ponte Vedra | Fleming Island | Palm Coast
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Ponte Vedra Library re-opens after fire

Originally published on July 21, 2022 a lightning strike.

“Any time that you’ve been closed

By Anthony Richards for a period of time, whether it’s a
situation like this or a hurricane, that
The Ponte Vedra Beach Branch first day back, people need you,” said
Public Library opened its doors to the Anne Crawford, Ponte Vedra Beach
public once again July 19 after being Library assistant branch manager. “The
closed for two weeks due to electrical library is part of the fabric of the family
and roof damage from a fire caused by community feel we have here in Ponte

% ’
As 2022 draws to a close, we'd like to thank you for your readership and

confinued support this year and every year since we becume Ponte Vedra's
hometown paper of record in 1969.

Being a community’s source of local news and information is a great
responsibility. Our staff works tirelessly fo bring to you thoughtful, in-depth
arficles on important issues that matter to you and your neighbors. Along the
way, we fry fo spotlight some of the inspiring and uplifting people,events and
happenings that make Ponte Vedra and the Beaches such a wonderful place
to live, work and raise a family.

But we couldn't do it without you. We thank you for your news tips, your

readership, your advertisements and most of all your commiiment fo our
community. It is our privilege to serve you.

THE

Vedra Beach.”

According to Crawford, staff was
greeted with an abundance of enthu-
siasm when they re-opened at 10 a.m.
July 19.

“It has been wonderful to see lots of
smiling faces coming through the door
of all ages,” Crawford said. “Everyone
that I’ve seen has been very happy,

RECORD
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Hugh, Farris, Susan, Joe, Shaun, April, Amber,
Anthony, Kristin, Adele, Christina, Lisa & Debbie

ter St Johns County

g

positive and just relieved to know that
their library is here and open again.
They’ve said several times about how
much they’ve missed us and are glad
that we’re back, and we as a staff feel
the same way.”

The damage to the building has been
repaired and none of the collections
were affected during the fire.

“You can still smell a hint of smoke,
but aside from that everything looks
exactly as it did before,” Crawford said.
“We were very fortunate in that regard.”

Although the Ponte Vedra Beach
branch was physically closed, it did not
stop the amount of people interested in
searching and reserving books online
for when the library eventually re-
opened.

“People really did miss their library,
and many of them know the staff by
name,” Crawford said.

All the holds of materials that were
sitting on the library’s shelves during
the closure were extended until July 23.

Although the holds were turned off
while the branch was closed, there re-
mained a “pull list” of materials waiting
to be processed when the doors opened
back up.

“It’s a list of all the items we have to
pull either for our patrons or for patrons
at other branches, and it was at more
than 400 items,” Crawford said. “The
library never sleeps.”

The amount of the “pull list” is prob-
ably the best example of how much
the local community missed the library
during its absence.

The outside book drop opened one
day prior to the entire library to give
staff a day to do some catching up and
get organized once again prior to return-
ing to regular hours.

Crawford held a pizza party for the
staff during the day as a way of wel-
coming everyone back, after many
spent time working at various other
branches in the county during the two-
week closure.

Let’s get social!
“LIKE” US ON
facebook.

Stay up to date on contests,
advertising specials, and real-time
news in Ponte Vedra.

Our fans get access to exclusive
content you can’t find anywhere else!

THE

RECORDER
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World Golf Hall of Fame plans to leave county in 2023

Originally published on July 28, 2022

By Anthony Richards

After 25 years of calling St. Augustine
home, the World Golf Hall of Fame has
revealed its plan to move to North Carolina
in 2024.

The move is part of a partnership
between the United States Golf Association
and the World Golf Hall of Fame that
will lead to the creation of a new visitor
experience at the USGA’s Golf House
Pinehurst campus.

“Since the World Golf Hall of Fame
moved to St. Johns County in 1998, it has
honored golf’s history and the legacies
of those who have made it great,” said a
World Golf Hall of Fame representative.
“The Hall of Fame is proud of the 25 years
spent at World Golf Village and is grateful
for the support from the northeast Florida
community and state of Florida.”

Several factors were considered prior to
making the final decision to relocate, but
the two primary factors centered around
history and a strong financial investment
by the North Carolina General Assembly,
which recently awarded the USGA $7
million designated toward the World Golf
Hall of Fame project and construction.

The USGA broke ground on its six-acre
Golf House Pinehurst campus last month.
It is a vision that has come to life through
state and community-based partnerships in
North Carolina.

The World Golf Hall of Fame has a
rich history with the area that dates to its
founding in Pinehurst in 1974, as it was
operated by the resort’s management
company until 1983, when ownership was
transferred to the PGA of America.

Residents will still have some time to
visit the hall of fame before it leaves, as
it is scheduled to close in late 2023 at the
conclusion of its long-term lease of the
property at World Golf Village.

“The Hall of Fame acknowledges that
today’s generation of golf fans consume
the sport and its history differently, and the
decision to expand its partnership with the
USGA will position the Hall of Fame to be
able to evolve in the same manner,” said a

Hall of Fame spokesperson.

According to representatives with the
Hall of Fame, they have been meeting
with stakeholders for months, including
St. John’s County officials and World Golf
Village partners, to evaluate options for
the future of the World Golf Village and its
entities.

That process has also included hearing
from the World Golf Village community on
what they believe to be the best future use
for the area.

Additional details pertaining to World
Golf Village’s future, including the IMAX
theater, will be made available later.

Many of the most cherished items in the
Hall of Fame’s existing collection will be
relocated to Pinehurst as part of the creation
of a new Hall of Fame locker room.

Last year’s World Golf Hall of Fame
induction ceremony took place on site in
St. Augustine and the class included Tiger
Woods.

The USGA will be responsible for day-
to-day operations, management and artifact
preservation related to the World Golf Hall
of Fame displays, as well as the content,
presentation and overall look and feel of

the visitor experience.

The association will leverage the assets
of its USGA Golf Museum and Library —
the most comprehensive collection of golf
artifacts worldwide — to add to the visitor
experience.

The Hall of Fame will continue to
operate as an independent organization
as part of the World Golf Foundation,
serving as the sole administrator of the Hall
of Fame induction (process, criteria and
ceremony).

The Hall of Fame also will collaborate
with the USGA on digital and interactive

content that celebrates Hall of Fame
members and complements the artifacts on
display.

“I’m confident today’s announcement
and alignment with the USGA will further
cement the long-term relevance and
viability of the World Golf Hall of Fame,
all while continuing to honor golf’s most
storied individuals and artifacts,” said Jay
Monahan, PGA Tour commissioner and
World Golf Foundation chairman. “Both
organizations are committed to prioritizing
the preservation of golf history, which will
serve fans well in the years to come.”

7% NEW! Youth & Adult Art Classes
+ Winter Break Camps & Kids Night Out
Kick StART Afterschool Art Program

Visit firstcoastculturalcenter.org
or contact Toni Thomas

AR !

THEATRE & DINING
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GREATEST SINGERS N Music HisToRY
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P e

STARRING GAIL BLISS

JAN. 6 - FEB. 5

BUY YOUR SEASON TICKETS NOW!
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Tiger Woods inducted into World Golf Hall of Fame

Originally published on March 17,2022

By Kathy Bissell

To absolutely no one’s surprise, Tiger
Woods was selected for induction to the
World Golf Hall of Fame. The induction,
held on March 9, was at the new PGA
TOUR World Headquarters building. One
reason Woods qualified so soon is that
those in charge decided to lower the age
to from 50 to 45. Woods turned 46 last
December.

To everyone’s surprise, Woods teared up
even before he started talking.

“I just lost a bet to Stricker that I
wouldn't cry,” were Woods first words.
Everyone laughed.

Stricker is Steve Stricker, the recent
Ryder Cup captain who is known for crying
when he wins and sometimes just when he
gets good news. The man is a waterworks
machine.

It was unusual to see someone as con-

trolled in his comments as Woods usually

is crying on stage, his human side exposed.
Perhaps the tears were because his daughter
Sam had just done the introduction.

“I inducted you into the Dad Hall of
Fame a long time ago, but today I am so
proud to present my dad, Tiger Woods, into
the World Golf Hall of Fame,” she said.

That apparently did it. Tears flowed.

In their speeches, Sam and Tiger Woods
did give us some new information on his
formative years.

He once had a dog called Boom Boom,
named after Fred Couples.

He has dressed up as Batman to go to
Comic-Con.

When he was young used to play putting
games and would win quarters from people
at the golf course. His dad told him he
couldn’t putt for quarters anymore. So, he
went for dollars. His dad stopped that, too.
The next week, he came home with more
dollars and again his dad asked him how

he got them. The answer was that he beat
people at skins.

When he was 8, he was “too young” to
be on the golf course. The acceptable age
was 10. But his mother used to drop him
off near the course, and he’d sneak on and
hide under a culvert on the third hole until
his dad arrived after work. Then the two of
them would play until they lost a ball. The
longest they played was 17 holes. In the
winter, that meant playing in the dark.

“We had a rule,” Woods explained.

“If you ever lost the golf ball, we'd be
done, and we'd have to drive in. So, part
of understanding how to shape shots and
knowing where I hit it on the face, where I
would hit it, all started then. So, if I hit it,
Dad, I pulled it left, it's up the left side, it's
going to be here.”

Realistically, what qualifies for dark in
a large metro area is different than in the
middle of farm country or being in an un-
populated area of the desert at night. That

can be amazingly dark. Night in Ponte Ve-
dra is often light enough to find your way
around, but certainly not ideal for golf.

Now, Earl Woods, Tiger’s father, taught
him to have a great work ethic. Because of
that, he has opinions on the kind of effort
needed to improve and stay on top.

“If you don't go out there and put in
the work, you don't go out and put in the
effort; one, you're not going to get the
results, but two, and more importantly,
you don't deserve it. You need to earn it,”
Woods said.

Woods said several times that he did not
have success all on his own.

“I had unbelievable parents, mentors,
friends who allowed me and supported me
in the toughest times, the darkest of times,
and celebrated the highest of times,” he
said.

With Woods’ career, the World Golf
Hall of Fame induction was a given. His
humbleness and tears were not.

PLAYERS, Jay Fund team up

Originally published on Sept. 22, 2022

By Shaun Ryan

Little Liliana Rodriguez clutched her
stuffed unicorn and beamed as a group of
visitors presented a delicious, healthy meal
and a $200 gift card from Publix to her
mom, Tiffany Rodriguez.

Liliana’s family was one of 31 Tom
Coughlin Jay Fund families to receive a
specially prepared meal and gift card on
Saturday, Sept. 17. The Jay Fund provides
financial, emotional and practical support
to families tackling childhood cancer. Kin-
dergarten-age Liliana is fighting leukemia.

Among those making the deliveries were
team members and volunteers from THE

PLAYERS. The meals were created by
PGA TOUR Chef Director Eric Butcher
and his team.

“I have a great team who came out
and helped support this today, helped put
everything together,” Butcher said. “We are
really excited about this initiative.”

Jay Fund CEO Keli Coughlin said the
nonprofit was happy to partner with THE
PLAYERS and Butcher to make the deliv-
eries possible.

“We know that prices have gone up,” she
said. “It’s always challenging for families
to deal with childhood cancer, regardless,
but we’ve really seen an increase in need.”

She said the deliveries would mean one

less thing for the families to worry about —

to deliver meals to families

what would be on the table that night.

Families — like Liliana’s — face not just
the obvious medical costs, but hidden costs,
as well. There’s regular transportation to
the hospital and back, having to eat out
more frequently and childcare for siblings.
For that reason, about 65% of the assis-
tance the Jay Fund provides is financial.

“Almost always when one child is
diagnosed with cancer, a parent has to stop
working and become a fulltime caregiver,”
Coughlin said. “Often, that means there’s
a decrease in their income at the same time
that their costs are going up.”

According to the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, more than 38 million Americans,
including 12 million children, experience

Patlo Furmture

Famlly Owned & Operated Immedlate Delivery » Wholesale Prlces

i r'llcker :
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40% off
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.o

food insecurity. At the height of the pan-
demic, the Jay Fund saw a 52% increase
in requests from its families for emergency
financial assistance.

The Rodriguez family has been working
with the Jay Fund since Liliana’s diagnosis.
Tiffany Rodriguez said the nonprofit’s help
means a lot to them. She called the delivery
on Sept. 17 “super helpful,” because it’s
hard to carve out time to cook. Among oth-
er things, the family is moving into a new
home and her husband, Gregory Rodriguez,
who serves in the U.S. military, had been
away for a period of deployment.

PLAYERS Executive Director Jared

MEALS continues on Page 38

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

650 Blanding
Orange Park
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.....................................................

Mon-Sat 9-5 « Closed Sundays

If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you
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may do so within 30 days for a full refund.




Ponte Vedra Recorder - December 29, 2022

GARDENING 37

The Recorder’s garden columnist Kathy Esfahani of Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery
shares her tips for growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

Celebrate the New Year with flowers!

“The new year stands before
us, like a chapter in a book,
waiting to be written.” —
Melody Beattie

By Kathy Esfahani

With 2023 right
around the corner,
what flowers are
best for New Year’s
festivities?

Many blooms
symbolize luck or
new beginnings
and are, therefore,
perfect for the
holiday! Look for the following flowers
as you plan hostess gifts, centerpieces,
decorations or just new additions to your
home.

* Orchids represent luck, wealth,
abundance, luxury and beauty. They
are available in a variety of colors and
make a thoughtful gift. An orchid prefers

Kathy Esfahani

Happy New Year!

a bright environment, but not direct
sunlight, and requires little maintenance
other than proper watering.

* Daffodils are traditional symbols
of new beginnings or rebirth. Although
many associate these blooms with spring,
they are also a popular gift for the new
year — just be sure to give more than one
as some believe a single daffodil bloom
symbolizes bad luck!

* Lotus flowers submerge into the
water and mud around them at the end of
each day but blossom again the following
morning as a beautiful bloom above the
water. Their waxy petals do not hold the
mud, producing a clean, bright bloom

t“ g

No Ruff Life.

After a long career in a very competitive business, | just wanted to
be with my friends - one in particular. We've got a lot to explore and
no room for home maintenance or headaches. That's our idea of
retirement. What's yours? It's here. At Windsor Pointe. Jacksonville’s
premier Independent Living residence.

Windsor Pointe

VIBRANT INDEPENDENT LIVING

A Residence of Legend Senior Living® G ®
WindsorPointeJAX.com NO BUY-IN

CALL TODAY
TO SCHEDULE

YOUR VISIT.
(904) 490-6300

4060 SAN PABLO PKWY, JACKSONVILLE, FL 32224

each day. For these reasons, a lotus
flower is a symbol of rebirth and purity,
but they also represent wealth, peace,
grace and devotion.

* Calla lilies symbolize youth, purity
and new beginnings. Their name comes
from the Greek word for beauty, and the
blooms have silky, elegant petals. The
white calla lily is most recognizable
and often used in wedding bouquets.
However, these flowers are available
in a variety of colors including yellow
(meaning friendship), black (meaning
mystery) and purple (meaning royalty).

* Alstroemeria represents fortune,
prosperity and wealth. It is also known
as the Peruvian lily and features a
trumpet-shaped bloom. These flowers are
wonderful additions to arrangements as
they can last up to two weeks when cut.

* Hyacinth flowers are signs of new
beginnings and change, but they are also
used in Christian churches to symbolize
joy and love. A hyacinth plant has long
leaves and one to three spikes full of
purple/blue flowers. They have a pleasant

: Abs
3 EE
4 Wolfson
i Children's
Hospital

Photos provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery

Flower of the Week

Orchids

scent but contain oxalic acid that can
cause skin irritation. (Be sure to wear
gloves if working with the blooms!)

* Peonies represent prosperity,
innocence, dignity and compassion. Red
blooms in particular are symbols of good
luck and, therefore, are often seen in
gifts or decorations around New Year’s.
Peonies produce large blooms in a variety
of colors.

Happy New Year!

Flower of the Week: Orchid

Please email Kathy at kcg.pvr@gmail.com
for any questions or gardening tips you
would like to see in the future. For more
information & ideas, visit Kathy’s Creative
Gardens & Nursery, 196 N. Roscoe Blvd.
The phone number is 904-655-7373.

Tickets on sale now! Call 904.202.2886 or visit thefloridaforum.com

ALLYSON FELIX
January 18, 2023

7:00 p.m.

Eleven time Olympic Medalist,
Successful Businesswoman

Presented by

LANDSTAR

PRODUCED BY THE WOMEN’S BOARD TO
BENEFIT WOLFSON CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
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Nease NJROTC's senior leadership receive the Area-12 Drill Championship trophy.

Nease named best
NJROTC unit in the nation

Originally published on June 16, 2022

The Naval Service Training Command
has selected Nease as the Most Outstanding
NJROTC Unit in the Nation for 2021-22,
with the local team taking top honors over
the 583 NJROTC programs worldwide.

The powerhouse program in Ponte Vedra
has been a perennial contender for national
honors, having finished as the number two
program in 2021. The selection is based
on an evaluation of academic achieve-
ments, competitions, orientation activities,
summer training programs, school service
projects, community service activities,
extracurricular activities and annual inspec-
tion results.

This announcement followed Com-
mander Johnathan D. Shaw, Navy JROTC
Area-12 manager, announcing Nease as the
Most Outstanding Unit in Area-12, a region
encompassing 60 schools covering the 13
NJROTC programs in Northeast Florida
and 47 across the entire state of Georgia for
the fifth consecutive year.

“There’s immense pressure every year
for the seniors to keep Nease on top,” said
Battalion Commander Isabella Rivera
who has accepted an appointment to the
U.S. Coast Guard Academy. “We take our
leadership roles seriously. And now we can
pass on the torch to next year’s class with
our mission completed.”

This year marks the second time Nease
has taken home top honors. In 2015, Nease
was named the Most Outstanding Unit in

the Nation.

“They say it takes a village to feed a
child, well in the JROTC world, it takes
a community of cadets, parents, school
administrators and instructors pulling in the
same direction to ascend a program to this
height,” said senior naval science instructor
Capt. Scott LaRochelle who is retiring after
eight years at the helm of the program.
“Nease NJROTC epitomized a ‘one team,
one fight’ unified effort.”

Nease’s main identity is its drill team
that competes in a compilation of 10 aca-
demic, athletic and drill individual events
at 12-16 school meets. This past year,
Nease placed first at Sprayberry (Georgia),
Lee County (Georgia), Martin Luther King
(Georgia), Mandarin (Florida), Flanagan
(Florida) and Area-12 State Championship
and third overall at the Navy National Aca-
demic, Athletic and Drill Championships.

Among other noteworthy achievements,
Nease also won first place in athlet-
ics, academics, air rifle and orienteering
competitions across Florida and the state of
Georgia. Cadets completed 5,800 com-
munity service hours. And nine seniors
received service academy appointments or
ROTC scholarships.

“It starts and ends with character build-
ing,” said naval science instructor Gunnery
Sergeant Duane Hanson. “The solid foun-
dation of character development our cadets
acquire in the program will serve them well
now and later in life.”

Meals

Continued from 36

Rice said the Jay Fund was “a high priority
for us.”

“THE PLAYERS Championship has
been a partner with the Jay Fund for a num-
ber of years, and we just take a ton of pride
in being able to support Coach Coughlin
and Keli and the amazing things they do for
families fighting cancer,” said Rice. “Chef
Eric from the PGA TOUR had heard about

our relationship and wanted to do some-
thing special. He’s an amazing chef.”

Butcher’s team had been preparing the
meals over a course of three days. Each
meal consisted of soup, salad, a roast chick-
en and strawberry vanilla bean cheese-
cakes. Preparing for the delivery, Butcher’s
culinary staff cooked about 70 chickens and
100 pounds of mashed potatoes.

The Jay Fund is always looking for
volunteers who want to help. For further
information, go to tcjayfund.org.
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Education

Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI! Get
Trained, Certified & ready to work
in months! Call 855-738-9684. (M-F
8am-6pm ET). Computer with inter-
net is required.

Miscellaneous

FREE $20 Cash App Everyone!
Yes It's Real. Very Limited supply
until we run out! Go to Free20Now.
com

Caring for an aging loved one?
Wondering about options like senior-
living communities and in-home
care? Caring.com’s Family Advisors
help take the guesswork out of se-
nior care for your family. Free, no-
obligation consult: 1-855-759-1407

I'OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIB-
SON, FENDER, MARTIN, etc.
1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-
8277

Free high speed internet if quali-
fied. Govt. pgm for recipients of
select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Benefits, Life-
line, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android
tablet free w/one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping. Call Maxsip Telecom!
1-833-758-3892

MobileHelp, America’s premier mo-
bile medical alert system. Whether
you’re home or away. For safety &
peace of mind. No long term con-
tracts! Free brochure! 1-888-489-
3936

Attention Homeowners! If you
have water damage and need
cleanup services, call us! We’'ll get in
& work with your insurance agency
to get your home repaired and your
life back to normal ASAP! 855-767-
7031

Switch and save up to $250/yr on
talk, text & data. No contract or hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk & text with
flexible data plans. Premium nation-
wide coverage. 100% U.S. based
customer service. Limited time get
$50 off any new account. Use code
GIFT50. 1-855-903-3048

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring our free
shower package & $1600 off - limit-
ed time! Financing available._1-855-

The Generac PWRcell solar plus
battery storage system. Save
money, reduce reliance on grid,
prepare for outages & power your
home. Full installation services. $0
down financing option. Request free
no obligation quote. 1-877-539-0299

Become a published author. We
want to read your book! Dorrance
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion &
distribution. Call for free author’s
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast
internet no matter where you live.
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle
TV & Internet. Free Installation. Call
866-499-0141

Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veterans.
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Prepare for power outages today
with a GENERAC home standby
generator $0 Down + Low Monthly
Pmt Request a free Quote. Call be-
fore the next power outage: 1-855-
948-6176

Other

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN. FAST FREE PICKUP. 24
hour response. Running or not.
Maximum Tax Deduction and No
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:
866-471-2576

Travel

Health, Beauty &
Fitness Aids

Home
Improvements

Attention oxygen therapy us-
ers! Inogen One G4 is capable of
full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-
9587

Dental insurance - Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Cov-
ers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free
dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Es-
panol

Medical
Supplies

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able. Call: 855-761-1725

417-1306

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet.
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Promo Expires
1/21/23. 1-866-479-1516

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-833-610-1936

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call
Flight Services for best pricing on
domestic & international flights
inside and from the US. Serving
United, Delta, American & South-
west and many more airlines. Call
for free quote now! Have travel
dates ready! 866-245-7709

Wanted to Buy

WANT TO BUY - Basic, flat bed knit-
ting machine. Used or new. Must
be in working condition. Local. Call

(904) 343-6136

2

T

_L. Call today and receive a

= FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

SAFE’((\WSTEI?

WALK-INTuB

-1-855-417-1306

With purchase ofla new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchasg. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
‘ offer at time of purchase. CSLB|1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

y Ly
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outages today

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
(866) 643-0438

Prepare for power

WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate th

GENERAC
)

: I
FREE /,
T¥ear Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

‘generator with a participating dealer. Callfor a full st of terms and conditions.

DIRECTORY

To adverttise in the Worship Directory
call April at 904-285-8831
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Worship service beld in an open-air building
A simple place for reflection, surrounded by nature.
Come as you are. All are welcome — even dogs.
Sundays at 9:45 a.m.

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
(904) 285-5347 « www.LordofLifePVB.org

. Lord of Life ||
[% Lutheran Church|j|

2|
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Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative to
high drug store prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial-Only $99! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE
in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 855-919-2509

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in as
littte as ONE DAY! Superior qual-
ity bath and shower systems at AF-
FORDABLE PRICES! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs. Call
Now! 888-460-2264

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient
to shop from home. Professional
installation. Top quality - Made in
the USA. Call for free consulta-
tion: 866-636-1910. Ask about our
specials!

BCl Walk In Tubs are now on
SALE! Be one of he first 50 callers
and save $1,500! CALL 888-687-
0415 for a free in-home consultation.

Let’s get social!

Stay up to date on contests,

advertising specials, and real-time

news in Ponte Vedra.

Our fans get access to exclusive
content you can’t find anywhere else!
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

The Pros return

to Ponte Vedra Beach

in March 2023

Are

e .

We will publish the
Annual
Tournament Guide
March 2, 2023
Advertising Deadline:
Feb. 17, 2023

L3

RESERVE YOUR PREMIUM SPACE TODAY.
Call 904-285-8831 and speak to an advertising representative.
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MARRIOTT
RESORT
SAWGRASS

SAWGRASS MARRIOTT
GOLF RESORT & SPA

An unforgettable resort getaway awaits

in Ponte Vedra Beach, just a short
distance from Jacksonville. With
extraordinary amenities and a terrific
location, Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort
& Spa offers an unforgettable
destination for work and play.
e 25,000 sqg. ft. full-service Sawgrass
Spa
e Multiple on-property pools
e Privileged access to Cabana Beach
Club
e Preferred access to the iconic
TPC(®R) Sawgrass
e Weekly activations within our 7+
restaurants
e Over 90,000 sqg. ft. of indoor and
outdoor event space for special
celebrations and events
e Spa & Fitness membership options




