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& The Ponte Vedra students that made the trip to rival Nease last Friday
2™ celebrate a touchdown by throwing powder in the air. They left the
. stadium a happy bunch after the Sharks defeated the Panthers 35-

34 in overtime, 426 days after losing to them in football last season.
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Palm Valley Market every Tuesday

The Palm Valley Market is held from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Tuesday inside the
Palm Valley Community Center, 148 Canal
Road. The market offers fresh produce,
baked goods, local honey, tea, seasonal
treats, soap, jewelry, plants and more.

Lawson Ensemble to perform Nov. 15 at
library

The Friends of the Ponte Vedra Beach
Library will present the Lawson Ensemble
at 6:30 p.m. at the library. Doors open at 6
p.m.

The Lawson Ensemble was formed in
2015 as a result of the group members’
desire to consistently perform chamber

Let’s get social!

“LIKE” US ON
facebook.

Stay up to date on contests,
advertising specials, and real-time
news in Ponte Vedra.

Our fans get access to exclusive
content you can’t find anywhere else!

The concert is free to the public.

Free passport photos, notary services for
veterans, military

The St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit
Court and Comptroller is honoring veterans,
active-duty military, reservists and their
dependents by providing free passport
photos and notary services throughout
November.

Complimentary passport photos and
notary services are available 8 a.m. to 5
p-m. weekdays, Nov. 1-30, at the Richard
O. Watson Judicial Center, 4010 Lewis
Speedway, St. Augustine. Present your
military discharge record (DD Form
214), military ID, military dependent ID
or show a driver license with the veteran
designation.

In addition, veterans are encouraged to
file their DD-214s with the Clerk of Courts
for safekeeping and easy future access.

Staff will record DD-214s at the annual
Veterans Council of St. Johns County’s
Veterans Day Celebration on Nov. 11 at
Anastasia Baptist Church, 1650 A1A S.,
St. Augustine, from 9:30 a.m. to noon.
Discharge papers may be recorded with
the clerk’s office between 8 a.m. and 5
p.m. weekdays year-round at the St. Johns
County courthouse.

For more information, call 904-819-3632.

Bingo Bash supports Humane Society

LaRosa Realty and the St. Augustine
Humane Society have partnered to present a
festive night full of fun, food — and bingo.
It is scheduled for 6-9 p.m. Nov. 15 at the

BRIEFS continues on Page 3
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Fraternal Order of Police 113, 5050
Inman Road, St. Augustine. The $25
donation price includes dinner, drinks
and 10 bingo games. This is a cash-only
event and tickets can be purchased at
the door. Proceeds from ticket sales
and the 50/50 raffle will go to support
the programs and services of the St.
Augustine Humane Society.

For more information or to RSVP,
email bingolarosastaug@gmail.com.

Duval County eligible for FEMA public
assistance

Duval County is eligible for debris
removal and repair or replacement
of disaster-damaged public facilities.
It were previously approved for
emergency protective measures.

Winter Design Show raises funds for
Wolfson unit

The Women’s Board of Wolfson
Children’s Hospital will host their 2022
Winter Design Show: Flaunting the
First Coast on Dec. 2-4. The three-

Don’t Wait Until It’s
Too Late

Hurricane season is here!
Dead trees and limbs need to be removed
hefore a storm approaches. Call us today!

z b
Complete Professional
Tree Care 5o o
- Aerial Lifts ® Cranes ® Chippers
Stumps e Debris Removal

TREE
MASTERS

2895-4623

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
www.treemastersflorida.com

day event is a reimagined version of
The Women’s Board’s Art & Antiques
Show. It will help raise funds for the
newborn intensive care unit at Wolfson
Children’s Hospital’s new Critical Care
Tower.

The show will feature more than
45 exhibitors, including local and
nationally recognized designers, artists,
antique dealers and decor retailers. The
show will also include a black-tie gala,
the Children’s Fashion Show featuring
Wolfson Children’s patients and lectures
from renowned speakers such as
Emmy-award-winning TV show host Ty

Pennington; neonatologist and co-star of
TLC’s “The Little Couple,” Dr. Jennifer
Arnold; and Janie Molster, interior
designer and author of “House Dressing:
Interiors for Colorful Living.”

The show will be held at Prime F.
Osborn III Convention Center, 1000
Water St., Jacksonville.

General admission tickets are $15 and
individual lecture tickets start at $30.
For tickets or further information, go
to womensboardwch.com/2022-winter-
design-show.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

TOM TROUT, inc.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

PV2-LV45857

904) 737-5412 ¢ tomtroutine.com
Contact us for a FRELE consultation!

Exceptioﬁal Views in Sawgrss Co”u~ntry Club

£

This beautifully updated home is located in Sandpiper Cove in

Sawgrass (C. Located at the end of a cul-de-sac on an exceptional lot,
the home features spectacular water to golf views with SE exposure.
Built for year-round outdoor living with both a winter lanai with
fireplace off the living room and a summer lanai off the family room
with pool, spa and summer kitchen. Easy flow floorplan with large living
room, spacious cook’s kitchen, and den with built-in bookshelves and
wet bar. Owner’s suite and guest room on 1st floor
and 3rd bedroom on 2nd floor with full bath.

3 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms, 1 Half Bath,

$2,150,000

904.334.3104 cell

SARAH
ALEXANDER

©2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC An independently operated subsidiary of Homes Services of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway Home Services and the Berkshire Hathaway Home Services symbol
are registered servicemarks of Home Services of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Sarah Alexander, REALTOR®

Sarah@SarahAlexander.net

www.BeachesHomes.com

FBH Luxury Intracoastal Estate

<&
<
Fesen

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Florida Network Realty
“From Cottages to Castles™

Leave the world behind! Drive down the beautifully landscaped
drive to the private 4+ acre waterfront estate you get to call
home. Custom-built with privacy, security and sustainability, this
10,956sq. ft. home is truly a work of art. Stunning and expansive
eastern views of the Intracoastal Waterway with 160 ft. of water
frontage and fully equipped for year-round outdoor living with a
25,000-gallon salt chlorinated pool, hot tub, dock, and boat lift.
Come enjoy unrivaled privacy just minutes away from the world
renowned Mayo Clinic and Atlantic Ocean.

5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, 4 Half Baths,

Elizabeth Hudgins, REALTOR®

Elizabeth(@ElizabethHudgins.com

www.BeachesHomes.com

$7,995,000

904.553.2032 cell

@»

HUDGINS
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The Recorder’s garden columnist Kathy Esfahani of Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery
shares her tips for growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

Snapdragons — More than just a pretty face!

“Flowers always make people better,
happier and more helpful; they are
sunshine, food and medicine for the
soul”— Luther Burbank

By Kathy Esfahani

It is hard to resist
squeezing the sides of
a snapdragon bloom
to watch its “jaws”
open and snap shut!
These flowers add
beautiful color to
your garden and are ideal to plant now
as the temperatures cool down. Look
for snapdragons in almost any color and
height to suit your desired location.

Snapdragons have been a popular
flower since the rise of the Roman
Empire. Their botanical name,
“Antirrhinum majus,” means “like” (anti)
and “snout” (rrhinum) in Greek and
reflects the dragon-like appearance of the
bloom. Originating in the Mediterranean,
snapdragons were believed to guard

2022

Kathy Esfahani

against witchcraft or any negative
influences.

Early Greeks and Romans would plant
them around castle gates or even wear
them as necklaces for protection. In the
Victorian era, they had a more romantic
edge — the gift of a snapdragon bouquet
indicated a coming marriage proposal,
and wearing them under clothing was
believed to make a person more alluring.
Snapdragons were brought to America as
the colonists moved into the states. Other
types of snapdragons have been created
over the past century, one with a bloom
resembling a butterfly and the other
looking more like an azalea. However,
the traditional plant with the dragon
snout bloom is still the most popular.

With their long stems, snapdragons
are well-suited for bouquets, but they
also have a variety of other uses. In
early history, women boiled snapdragons
and applied the infused water to their
skin in hopes of rejuvenating a youthful
appearance. The seeds were also used to
make an oil used similarly to butter. Both
the flowers and the leaves of snapdragons

PONTE VEDRA AUTO SHOW
PRESENTED BY@

COAT
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have anti-inflammatory traits that can be
helpful for healing wounds and/or ulcers
on the skin. Although bitter tasting,
snapdragons are edible and often used for
garnishes.

Snapdragons are a popular annual
that look wonderful in garden beds,
as borders, or in containers. Because
they are deer resistant, snapdragons
can provide color in areas where these
visitors may wander or be scattered in
vegetable gardens as a deterrent.

Look for a sunny area with well-
drained soil. For the first few weeks
after planting, keep the soil around your
snapdragons moist. Once the plants are
more established, water regularly when
the top layer of soil (approximately one
inch deep) is dry. Regularly removing
old blooms will encourage the plants to
continue producing new flowers.

Enjoy your colorful snapdragons
outdoors, but don’t forget to bring them
indoors for beautiful cut arrangements!

Happy snapping!

Flower of the Week: Snapdragons

Photos provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery

Flower of the Week
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Snapdragon bloom

Please email Kathy at keg.pvr@gmail.com
for any questions or gardening tips you
would like to see in the future. For more
information & ideas, visit Kathy’s Creative
Gardens & Nursery, 196 N. Roscoe Blvd.
The phone number is 904-655-7373.

American Legion Craft Fair

GET AHEAD OF THE HOLIDAYS WITH SOME UNIQUE GIFTS

FREE Admission & Parking
Handmade Crafts & Gifts

We’re inviting our
neighbors to the
American Legion
Post 129

Craft Fair &
OPEII HOIISE 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

(1]
1151 South 4th Street,
Jacksonville Beach

A\

Live Music from guitarist David Benson Noon -2 p.m.
Patty Shack Food Truck 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Craft Fair proceeds
benefit the

American Legion
Post 129 Auxiliary

1151 South 4th Street,
Jacksonville Beach
www.post129.org

= Find out more
about membership
benefits at Post 129

=» Whether you are a
veteran or related
to a veteran!

= Your membership
supports hundreds
of other nonprofits
in our beach com-
munities!
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Your Real Estate Experts from the Beaches and Beyond

cle) AN DE50)] (&
#2 Top Small Residential

Real Estate Team
Northeast Florida

JACKSONVILLE BUSINESS JOURNAL
BOOK OF LISTS - 2021, 2022

CICI ANDERSON JENNA FISHER

.

904.537.0457 904.881.4201 1

FOUNDING REALTOR MLCC REALTY jennasellsjax@gmail.com E/

cicisellsjax@gmail.com #JennaSellsJax =
#CiciSellsJax

$749, 000 -t Johns

Lontactusrorany.

£©

2]'5'!'!' I&L:.U:tl [atenee ab q“a'
L’J’ ‘) 3'“”'!"!“1“(’"' estimate’ Cici Anderson & Jenna Fisher
ﬂ'ﬂ'l’l'WJ ""”'Iﬂ ”ItISA”About You”

\ NEWMAN SHELLY LAUREL HALL
ROSSIE WILLIFORD . 561.906.1819
904.591.4856 '\ 904.887.1655 . laurelsellsthecoast
anrossie@ 1/ shelisellsfie @gmail.com
comcast.net gmail.com

JESSICA

SWEARINGEN

904.338.8549

jswearingen.realtor@ | FHa

gmail.com ) » To )BBORNE COURT

$296,000 - Palm Coast $499,000 - Melbourne, FL
DAVID J. DARCH ROBYN 4
904.962.4884 CONVERY MARSH LANDING COUNTRY CLUB
pontevedraproperties 904.962.0278 K/
@yahoo.com rcsel!ll)eaches@ /
mail.com

Waterfront Specialist e

$1 250,000 - Freshly Painted

YOUR ON SITE MARSH LANDING REALTORS A AL [ crea “y -ON

All properties listed are in Ponte Vedra unless otherwise noted.

$1,295,000 - Furnished
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Jason Nettle has had a rich career in one of the most difficult professions to break into: the theatre. He has performed in major
professional shows and has brought his talents to Northeast Florida. Today, he shares his dedication to the theatre with his students

at Ponte Vedra High School.

As told to Jada Montesione

How did you first get into theater?

I was 10 years old, in fifth grade, and they were
having auditions for “The Music Man” at my high
school. I auditioned for that, and I haven’t stopped
since.

How long did it take you before you got your first
professional role?

I moved to New York when I was 22, and the first
show that I did was a children’s show that toured the
nation. Then I got little jobs here and there, but my
first big show was [a national tour of] “Cabaret,” and I
had been in New York for two-and-a-half years before
that happened. They say that for every 100 shows you
audition for you might get one. That is the hard part.

Do you have advice for someone pursuing theater
professionally?

You have to be obsessed with it but in a healthy way.
It’s just like if someone wants to be a professional
golfer, they have to learn everything about golf. The
same thing is with acting. I think a lot of people think
that acting is really easy because you just memorize
lines, but it is an art, and it is a craft. If you want to
be professional, you just have to be obsessed with the
history of it and what it takes, and put yourself out
there, and fail and succeed.

What brought you to Ponte Vedra?

I was a stage manager at the Alhambra Theater and
Dining in Jacksonville, and I was also a professor at
Jacksonville University. The teacher who knew me was
the teacher who worked here before me. Through my
reputation at those two jobs, he reached out and said,
“Do you want to interview for this job?” and I did.

What do you like best about what you do?

Meeting students as freshmen who don’t know
anything about theater and what it takes to do theater,
and by the time they are seniors, they are ready to take
on the world and go into programs. I have alumni who
are already working professionally. I have one student
who auditioned for “The Voice,” and then I have some
who are auditioning in New York City and Atlanta, and
one who just graduated last year wants to be a director.
She is directing her first show at UCF next month, so it
is nice to hopefully put them in the right path.

What do you hope your students take away from
theater?

To be creative, to learn how to problem-solve, to
learn better time management, and most importantly
to take care of one another. In theater, you find out
that you can’t do everything by yourself. You have to
collaborate, and you need other people to help you do
that, and that is going to stay with you forever.

What are you most proud of in the theater
department?

The fact that we do three shows a year, and each one
does not look like a typical high school show. We put
in all of our effort, time, blood, sweat and tears, and
the outcome and product are always fascinating to the
audience.

Photo provided by Jason Nettle

Jason Nettle performs his one-act play, a study in how the events of Sept. 11, 2001, impacted people.

Do you have a favorite play you have put on?

I think “Footloose” was one of my favorites. We
had like 90 people, but it worked out so perfectly.
We had a live band on stage for that. I thought “High
School Musical” was great, we had the jazz band play.
“Rumors” was great because the set was so big. I love
one specific thing; in every show, something stands out.

Do you face any challenges running the theater
program?

Yes. The biggest challenge is that I do it by myself.
To run it smoothly, it would take about four people:
musical director, producer, set builder and mental-health
faculty director [laughs]. There are a lot of moving
parts, and I am in charge of all of them, so that is
probably the hardest part.

What is your hope for the future of the program?
We are pretty strong number wise, but I would

love more guys to get involved. Every time guys get

involved they wish they had done this sooner. They had

such a pessimistic attitude about theater or looked down

on people who did theater, but then they do it, and they

love it.

What would you like people to know about the
theater program?

We are a family, and it is a lot of hard work, but it is
also a lot of fun. People come here in the mornings, and
they all become lifelong friends. I was in Drama Club
when I was in high school, and when I got married 25
years later, all of my groomsmen were from my high
school Drama Club. That is the kind of bond you share.
When you collaborate and you do so much together, you
build a friendship that can’t die, and that is what has
been happening in this department.

| know you did a one-act play in honor of 9/11. Can
you tell me more about that?

It was a one-man show that I had written in grad
school at UCF. All of the students that were with me
in grad school weren’t in New York, or they were too
young, so they didn’t really understand anything about
that day. I felt like I should do something to keep the
memory living on. I play 18 different characters, New
Yorkers, and I explore how they experience the day
and how they dealt with the day differently. Twenty-
one years later, I am still doing the show, and it is to
educate, entertain and to share that message that this
could all be over tomorrow, so we should do the best we
can today.
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Photo credit, Nikki Brubaker

A CULINARY WEEKEND LIKE NO OTHER ON VILANO BEACH, FL

Tickets include unlimited tasting bites and wine, beer and spirits samples with a souvenir glass!
Saturday’s W3 Main Event includes over 200 Varieties of Beverages and the
"Best Taste Awards” with: Cap's on the Water, The Reef, Michael's St. Augustine, Silkie's Chicken & Champagne Bar,

Odd Birds, Blacksheep Restaurant Group, Lotus Noodle Bar, Beaches, Catch 27, Costa Brava, Amici ltalian Restaurant,
Vilano Main Street Diner, Johnny's Oyster Bar, Cabot Cheese, Sysco, Publix + GreenWise Market and more!

NOVEMBER 4 - 6, 2022
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Recorder celebrates 53rd anniversary of its founding

By Shaun Ryan

What do Matthew McConaughey,
Cate Blanchett, Jennifer Aniston and
Jennifer Lopez have in common with
The Ponte Vedra Recorder?

The news in 1969 was full of soar-
ing victories and painful defeats. Big
names in media told us about the ongo-
ing war in Southeast Asia, civil unrest
in America and man’s first step on the

of Ponte Vedra Beach and the surround-
ing area was going untold.

“We’ll never make the professional
golf circuit! We’ll never paint the great

Lunar Surface.
But news on a local scale for residents

They all celebrate their 53rd birthdays
this year.

THE
FLOYD

GROUP

When it comes to
your REALTORY,
Reputation Matters

AS AGENTS SPECIALIZING IN WATERFRONT PROPERTIES AND GOLF
COURSE COMMUNITIES, WE ARE PROUD TO BE TRUSTED BY OUR
CLIENTS TO DELIVER THE UTMOST IN SERVICE AND EXPERTISE.

Top 1.49*

OF REALTORS NATIONWIDE

40" Years

AS TRUSTED PONTE VEDRA REALTORS

Michelle Floyd

904.343.5067
MFLOYD@ONESOTHEBYSREALTY.COM

Jack Floyd

904.343.5196
JFLOYD@ONESOTHEBYSREALTY.COM

© 2022 ONE Sotheby’s International Realty. All rights reserved. ONE Sotheby's
International Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the
Equal Opportunity Act. Each franchise is

ONE | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY independently owned and operated

That is, until Gretchen Carpenter and
Peg Bradford launched The Ponte Vedra
Recorder on Nov. 7. In a now-famous
declaration printed in that first issue, the
pair wrote:

American masterpiece! We’ll never
write the great American novel! But
maybe, just maybe, with everybody’s

BIRTHDAY continues on Page 10

Our Featured

Listings

111 Annapolis Lane

5 BEDS | 4 BATHS | 1 HALF BATH
4,151 §F

DIRECT INTRACOASTAL WATERFRONT
60" YACHT SLIP INCLUDED

OFFERED AT $3,300,000

5BEDS | 8 BATHS
5,152 SF
50" YACHT SLIP INCLUDED

OFFERED AT $ 3,980,000
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@reeks

Air Conditioning
& Heating, Inc.

e .'
e Speciali

e

Air Conditioning & Heating

We Carry
e 1he Best

.4 Brands

Our Family Serving Yours!

If you are looking for experienced
HVAC system repair and installation experts
in Northeast Florida,
you have come to the right place.

At Creeks, our Customers Come First!

SPECIALIZING IN HOME COMFORT

ZOM o/ cuStomess With over 34 Years of experience in the manufacturing, design,
application and service of residential and commercal comfort
5@% @5 oul Uf... systems, Creeks is equipped to provide all of your comfort needs!

Two of my friends recommended Creeks to me and I'm so glad they

did. The estimator was friendly, open and honest and gave several
options and the installers were courteous, on time and cleaned up
the working area. Plus, the system works great. No one likes to have
to buy a new AC in the middle of summer, but their price was fair
and the work was good. Highly recommend! - Renay T.
u u u u
From the moment you reach out to Creeks Air Conditioning and AI r ‘ o n d I'I'I o n I n g
Heating you will recognize their professionalism and commitment
to service are superior in the industry. The polite voice answering -
your call will reassure and work proficiently to accommodate an- & H e Otl n I n C
swering your questions while placing your needs as their priority. g y n
From sales to installation, the representatives of Creeks Air Condi-
tioning and Heating demonstrate their excellence in every aspect of

their profession. I have called upon them on two separate occasions CS‘MI’L?/ (S,é g@%ﬂ/)f, @WMM%% W}

in two different homes (never the same unit) over the past 15 years

and will continue to use them if | need HVAC repair or replacement. M OW
- DC Junior A o 5 U/L?/ a‘teas.
904.230.7840

service@creeksair.com
51 Hudson Way, Suite 1, Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

License # CMC1249868

See our Monthly Specials $$$ at creeksair.com
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Together we have travelled many roads, opened
many doors, bought and sold many homes!

In 2019, 2020, 2021, and 2022
Clare and Berry & Co. Real Estate were voted BEST!

Best Boutique Firm, Best Real Estate Agent,
Best Golf Course Real Estate Specialist,
Best Eco-Friendly Realtor, Best Real Estate Broker,

Best New Home Specialist, Best Relocation Specialist -

e ?%

Resourceful...Responsible....Respected.

Jacksonville Business Journal's 2020 #3
in'Northeast Florida Residential Realtor

FIVE STAR “Best in Client Satisfaction”

Award 2005:2022
Ponte Vedra Recorder’s
“BEST OF THE BEST”

for 4 years running!

904.382.5875

The Shoppes of Ponte Vedra
clare(@clareberry.realtor

BERRY & CO.
REAL ESTATE

Clareberryrealestate.com

Panie Vedra
Recorder

Not your average newspaper, not your average reader

—_1

LASTMINUTE GIFT GUIDE
! At oflocal retilers, charitable giving, irst
Coast holiday happenings and more

THE

RECORD

December 17,2015

Birthday

Continued from 8

help, we can do something really worth-
while. So this announces the Inevitable
Happening in our life ... the birth of the
first Ponte Vedra newspaper, dedicated
to the accurate coverage of events taking
place in our Community that often pass
unnoticed.”

The paper grew from that humble
beginning and continues to grow today.

Ownership has changed over the
years. Carpenter passed away in 1980
and Bradford followed four years later.
The reins passed to Bradford’s son, Tim,

October 27, 2022

who served as publisher, editor, writer
and photographer for many years until
his death in 1997. His widow, Pamela
Bradford, kept the paper going until
1999, when she sold it to Journal Com-
munity Publishing Group of Wisconsin.

In 2011, the paper was sold to the
Osteen family of Sumter, South Caro-
lina. Today, it is a product of the Osteen
Media Group.

Movie stars may be big news on the
big screen, but in Northeast St. Johns
County the big news involves our com-
munity, our friends, our neighbors.

It’s the news the Recorder has de-
livered for 53 years and continues to
deliver every week.

“Those who

do not

are doomed

to repeat it.”

learn history, {

Scott A. Grant

scottg@standfastic.com
(904) 285-2130

Y Standfast

&’ Assct Management
Fiduciaries
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Underwood Jewelers hosts Erica Courtney trunk show
—

Ponte Vedra Recorder - November 3, 2022

Famed jeweler Erica Courtney was on hand for a trunk show hosted at Underwood
Jewelers Shoppes of Ponte Vedra location Oct. 20. Items from her Red Carpet Jewelry
Collection and 2022 Drop Dead Gorgeous pieces were on display.

Photos by Susan Griffin
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Clayton Bromberg, Erica Courtney and John Rutkowski

P

Beth Tate
= Improved Airport Operations

* |Improved Economic Value to the County
= Improved Community Involvement

@ VoteBethTate.Com Jvotebethtate

Vote for Tate, November 8!

Paid for by Viate for Beth Tate, Arpodt Autharity Group 2 Campaign

Edie Williams Ins Agcy Inc

Edie Williams ChFC CPCU, Agent
330 SR-ATA N, Suite 324

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
Bus: 904-425-4054

Se habla Espafiol

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX

2101257

Need an agent
who gets your
small business?

| understand the unique needs
of small business owners,
because | run a small business
too. Contact me today for your
small business insurance.

Let’s talk today.

o» StateFarm
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Residents raise objections to one-cent surtax

Ballot referendum
comes before general
election voters

By Shaun Ryan

St. Johns County voters might be
forgiven for a certain ambivalence when
considering a ballot referendum concern-
ing a proposed sales tax increase of 1%.
Differing sets of numbers presented by
the county and referendum opponents
during a town hall meeting Wednesday,
Oct. 26, prove difficult to reconcile, leav-
ing the issue potentially unsettled for the
undecided voter.

If approved during the Nov. 8 general
election, the surtax would raise sales
taxes in the county from 6.5 cents to
7.5 cents on every dollar spent on the
first $5,000 in taxable personal property
purchases. This would not apply to things
like groceries or prescription medications
that are exempt from sales tax.

The surtax would sunset after 10
years and can only be applied to capital
infrastructure expenses. It is projected
to generate about $500 million over the
next decade, enough to compensate for
a revenue shortfall and to fund several

O gre® ;
| WHAT CAN YOU DO TO ngregs

i * Donate TIME or MONEY F
* ACT on your beliefs 1
. * UselLESS plastic

® Rethink your HABITS!
THINK REUSABLE

Ve, %, /e
5y

projects identified by county department
heads as priorities.

County officials have identified several
causes for this shortfall, most notably
a reduction in impact fees levied on
residential property developers in the
wake of the 2008 recession to encourage
development at a time when it had come
to a halt.

In 2018, the County Commission
corrected its course as development
returned, increasing impact fees to the
maximum allowed by state statute. But
that did nothing to compensate for a loss
in revenue attributed to the reduced fees.

But, depending upon whom you ask,
either 85% or 60% of the surtax burden
would be borne by the residents, while
visitors in the tourism-rich county would
fund the remainder.

At the meeting, hosted by the Palm
Valley Community Association, resident
Nicole Crosby presented data she’d found
on the county’s website showing that visi-
tors would pay only 15% of the tax. The
site reported that tourist spending was
about $712 million in the last fiscal year,
about 15% of overall spending on taxable
personal property during that period.

Since Crosby first brought this to the
county’s attention, however, the site was
updated to say visitors spent $2.4 billion
and that the $712 million figure was 10
years old. This supports the county’s
position that visitors’ purchases account
for an estimated range of 28-40% of all
spending on taxable personal property.

However, because web pages are pre-
served on Internet Archive, it is possible
to verify that the outdated figure was
being presented to the public as current as
late as May 16, 2022.

The degree to which visitors pay the
surtax doesn’t directly address the need
for the increase, as put forth by the
county, but the mix-up contributed to the
overall confusion.

“It would be nice if we could agree on
those numbers and if county adminis-
trators would pay more attention to the
details as to what’s on the website,” said

-

~ STARTING

Richards Mattress & Wicker

Serving the Beaches for 43 Years

1079 Atlantic Blvd. * Atlantic Beach
Next to Elvis’s Upholstery

249~3541 M-S:11-5:30 ¢ Sunday: 1-6

Photos by Shaun Ryan

Nicole Crosby presents her objections to a one-cent increase in sales tax.

Sales Tax Educational Town Hall
Meeting #2

St. Johns County
Board of County Commissioners

October 26,2022
Jesse Dumn, Dircctor OMB.

Jesse Dunn, director for the county’s Office of Management and Budget, presents data related
to a sales tax increase that comes before voters this month.

one member of the audience. “Not doing
that does not help the trust relationship.”

At the same time, opponents presented
some figures that Jesse Dunn, director for
the county’s Office of Management and
Budget, disputed.

A self-proclaimed political advertise-
ment paid for by 1st Coast Conservatives
United and handed out at the meeting
claimed that the penny would be a 15%
increase in the retail sales tax burden on
county consumers.

The claim is not incorrect, but a careful
reading is required. One penny is 15%
of the current 6.5 cents; thus, changing
to 7.5 cents would represent an increase
of 15% of the existing rate. However, it
would not mark a 15% increase in the
sales tax itself. That remains 1%.

If you spend $100 on taxable personal
property today, you would pay an ad-
ditional $6.50 in sales tax. If the referen-
dum passes, you would pay $7.50 on that
same purchase.

The handout also claims that the com-
mission voted to increase the property
millage rate by 12.5% over last year. This
is incorrect. However, in her presentation,
Crosby correctly stated that the current

rate is 12.5% over the rolled-back rate.

Another sticking point for opponents
of the surtax was the list of projects it
would fund, one of which is a widening
of Mickler Road, which Crosby opposed.

Some attendees also opposed various
projects on the list with one member of
the audience saying he didn’t support any
of the projects.

This may be the proposal’s Achilles
heel. Dunn admitted that any list of es-
sential projects the county drew up would
always find detractors.

While residents in one area of the
county feel a new park or library, or, for
that matter, police or fire station, is essen-
tial, residents living elsewhere may differ.

In preparing the list, the county asked
department directors for projects they
deemed priorities. The cost of these
projects adds up to about $500 million —
including $240 million for road improve-
ments.

If the referendum fails, the only other
way to pay for these projects would be to
raise property taxes. And that is some-
thing no county commissioner has yet to
support.
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DONNA Foundation teams up with
Jacksonville Jaguars in new partnership

The DONNA Foundation has an-
nounced a new partnership with the
Jacksonville Jaguars, making the NFL
team the presenting sponsor for the 16th
annual DONNA Marathon Weekend
Health & Wellness Expo, and the “Fear-
less” presenting sponsor of the Athletes’
Village for all DONNA Signature Events
in 2023.

The partnership includes moving sev-
eral 2023 DONNA Marathon Weekend
events to TIAA Bank Field, including
the two-day expo with packet pickup, the
DONNA 5K and DONNA Dash. Moving
these events to the stadium will elevate
the experience for the more than 10,000
runners, survivors, volunteers, sponsors,
exhibitors and other participants who
travel from all 50 states and around the
world each February.

The Jaguars will also have a pres-
ence at other DONNA signature events
in 2023, including the Black Knight
DONNA Mother’s Day 5K in May and
THE PLAYERS DONNA 5K in October.

As changes to the Downtown Jackson-
ville landscape continue, the DONNA
Foundation began a search for its new
home for several events for the 2023
DONNA Marathon Weekend. A longtime
partner, the Jaguars stepped in to become
the presenting sponsor, giving DONNA
Marathon Weekend Downtown events a
home base.

The partnership expands a longstand-
ing pairing of the two Jacksonville-based
organizations to raise awareness and
funds for families living with breast can-
cer. Under current owner Shad Khan, the
Jaguars became the presenting sponsor
of the DONNA 5K and Family Fun Run
in 2016 and in that same year made a $1
million commitment to the Baptist MD
Anderson Cancer Center’s new facility.

Participants in the 2023 DONNA 5K
and DONNA Dash will race into TIAA
Bank Field, home of the NFL’s Jackson-
ville Jaguars, to the finish line — sym-
bolically crossing the finish line of breast
cancer. With the Jaguars as its presenting
sponsor, the two-day DONNA Health &

4 N
Thinking of
Advertising
in the
Recorder?

For more
information call
(904) 285-8831

to speak with

Wellness Expo will be held in the Daily’s
Place Flex Field. The premier facilities

will have the capacity to serve even more
runners than in previous years and bring a
new level of excitement to these DONNA

Weekend 2023 races and fundraising is
now open, including the DONNA 5K and
DONNA Dash to be held at TIAA Bank
Field. Exhibitor space at the DONNA

events for the 2023 DONNA Marathon
Weekend can be found at breastcancer-
marathon.com/athlete-guide. For ad-

ditional information or to sign up, go to
BreastCancerMarathon.com or thedon-

a Sales Rep. today!
" P-tofaVt

events.

Registration for DONNA Marathon

Health & Wellness Expo presented by
The Jacksonville Jaguars will open for
sales this month. A full schedule of

nafoundation.org.

TRUNK SHoOw 3 DAys ONLY
IN HoNOR OF PINK RIBBON JAX

Featuring Jewelry by

IPPOLITA SEIKO

SINCE 1881

WILLIAM H=NRY

The Fall 2022 Trunk Collections will be on hand
for purchase along with the New Fall Introductions.

Thursday and Friday, November 10th and 11th
Show Hours 10 AM - 6 PM
Saturday, November 12th
Show Hours 10 AM - 5 PM

THE SHoPPES OF PONTE VEDRA

10% of show proceeds will be donated to Breast
Cancer Research and related services at Baptist
Medical Centers and Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville.

AUNDERWMDD'S

Serving Excellence Since 1928
Member American Gem Society
I'he Shoppes of Ponte Vedra (904) 280-1202
Jacksonville, Florida
www.underwoodjewelers.com
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Pro-am party produces fun atmosphere

The following are photos from the 2022 PXG Women’s Match Play Championship’s pro-am party hosted by Murray Bros. Caddyshack located at World Golf Village in St. Au-
gustine. Proceeds from the pro-am benefited Investing in Kids (INK!), which is a nonprofit that seeks to provide assistance for educators and students in St. Johns County.

Photos by Anthony Richards

4

Alexis Phadungmartvorakul, Saifon Foocharoen and Keera
Foocharoen

Michelle Hutchison and Hamilton Neal. Food and fellowship were enjoyed during the event. Tim and Andrea Lannan.
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Is that a backpack?

Nease students think
of creative ways to
carry books

Students at Nease High School took
part in “anything but a backpack” day as
part of the school’s spirit week festivities.
The following are some of the unique
items used instead of a backpack.

Photos courtesy of Nease High School
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VOTING BY MAIL?

Secure Ballot Intake Stations are available
at all 8 early voting locations during the
hours of voting.

Vote-by-mail ballots CANNOT be returned
at the polls on Election Day.

Vote-by-mail ballots MUST be received by
the Supervisor of Elections Office
no laterthan 7 PM
on Election Day, November 8!

If your vote-by-mail ballot is returned late,
it will not count.
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VickyZakes

St.Johns County® Supervisor of Elections

GENERAL ELECTION

NOVEMBER8,2022

VOTING EARLY?

October 26 - November 5
8 AM - 6 PM Daily at all locations

Ponte Vedra Branch Library
101 Library Blvd
Ponte Vedra Beach

Supervisor of Elections Office
4455 Avenue A, #101
St. Augustine

Ponte Vedra Concert Hall
1050 A1A North
Ponte Vedra Beach

St. Augustine Beach City Hall
2200 A1A South
St. Augustine

Julington Creek Annex
725 Flora Branch Blvd

Southeast Branch Library
6670 US 1 South

St. Johns St. Augustine
SilverLeaf Amenity Center Hastings Branch Library
218 Silver Forest Dr 6195 S. Main St
St. Augustine Hastings

AKX AAARARAAAA AN AR A A AN LN AN

OPEN TO ALL REGISTERED VOTERS IN ST.JOHNS COUNTY

AAKAKAKAAAA A AKAN AN AR AN AR KK AN

ELECTION DAY

November 8, 2022
Polls are open 7 AMto 7 PM

When voting on Election Day, you MUST
vote at your assigned polling place.

To locate your polling place,
visit www.votesjc.gov
or call the Elections Office at 904-823-2238.

REMINDER:
Please have current photo and signature ID
ready when voting in person.
If you do not have proper ID,
you must vote a provisional ballot.

4455 Avenue A, #1071 St. Augustine, FL 32095 - 904-823-2238 - www.votesjc.gov
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Jenna Bush Hager to speak on Nov. 8

The Florida Forum Speaker Series,
presented by The Women’s Board of
Wolfson Children’s Hospital, will wel-
come television news personality and
author Jenna Bush Hager on Tuesday,
Nov. 8. The program begins at 7 p.m.
at the Center for the Performing Arts in
Jacksonville.

Hager is a best-selling author and
co-host of NBC’s “TODAY.” She is
also the founder of the “TODAY” Book
Club called Read with Jenna. Hager has
authored and co-authored multiple New
York Times best-selling books, “Ana’s
Story: A Journey of Hope”; “Our Great
Big Backyard” and “Read All About It”

with her mother, Laura; “Sisters First”
and “The Superpower Sisterhood” with
Barbara, her sister.

Her newest book, “Everything Beauti-
ful in Its Time,” shares moving, funny
stories about her grandparents, George
and Barbara Bush, and the wisdom they
passed on that has helped shape her life.
Hager and her husband, Henry, are the
proud parents of three children.

Presented by The Women’s Board,
the Florida Forum raises awareness and
funds for Wolfson Children’s Hospital of
Jacksonville, supporting its mission to
provide the highest quality of advanced
pediatric health care regardless of abil-

ity to pay. The series is made possible
by long-time partners and generous
sponsors Wells Fargo, Florida Blue and
Landstar.

Since 1992, the Florida Forum has
hosted renowned speakers from around
the world offering insights and discus-
sions on a broad range of issues. In
addition to enriching Jacksonville’s
intellectual and cultural life, the Florida
Forum has contributed more than $9.2
million to Wolfson Children’s Hospital
of Jacksonville.

For ticket information, go to the-
floridaforum.com, call 904-202-2886 or
email womensboard@bmcjax.com.

Jenna Bush Hager

FPL awards $

Florida Power & Light Co. recently
awarded more than $7,700 to Investing
in Kids (INK) in St. Johns County as part
of its statewide EmPOWERing STEM
(science, technology, engineering and
math) Educators Program. The program’s
goal is to increase teacher knowledge of
effective math and science instructional
practices that align with Florida Stan-
dards through peer-to-peer learning of
best practices within a district.

The funding will support Investing
in Kids’ “STEMpowering St. Johns
County Educators” project, which aims to
increase teacher knowledge and broaden
STEM instructional practices in the
courses covered by the General Science
Certification Exam.

Teacher specialists will lead the pro-
gram, and they will create tutorials for
their peers as well as serve as a resource
for any questions or support needed. The
schools that will benefit from this grant

63’ Custom Power Catamaran

7,700 to INK

include Gamble Rogers Middle School,
Murray Middle School, St. Augustine
High School, Pedro Menendez High
School and Mill Creek Academy.

“High-quality, engaging, standards-
based instruction is critical for students to
build strong foundations in math and sci-
ence,” said Mary Chance, president and
CEO, Consortium of Florida Education
Foundations. “Through this program, we
are grateful to provide our teachers with
a valuable learning opportunity that will
benefit both their professional develop-
ment and the education of students across
five schools in St. Johns County.”

FPL is partnering with the consortium
to bring the EmMPOWERING STEM
Educators Program to school districts
throughout the state. Since 2010, the
consortium has administered hands-
on, workplace-based STEM classroom
learning experiences to increase student
awareness and interest in STEM careers.

01' individual
(suem and private
group charters.

Join in.

Together, the consortium and FPL devel-
oped this program specifically for math
and science teachers.

“We know that when you invest in
teacher development, you are also invest-
ing in every student they will instruct and
inspire for many years to come,” said
Sarah Marmion, education and outreach
centers manager for FPL. “Supporting
our local students and educators’ educa-
tion helps better prepare tomorrow’s
leaders and innovators while also making

7

CUNSURTIUM

]

Contributed photo
Education foundation leaders from 11 counties across Florida were awarded grants from FPL.

Florida an even better place to live, work
and raise a family.”

Including Investing in Kids, FPL is
awarding a total of $131,000 to 11 local
education foundations across the state.

FPL and the NextEra Energy Founda-
tion will also award up to five schools
this year in Florida each a $50,000
classroom makeover grant to improve
technology, equipment and resources to
empower for the next generation of lead-
ers, thinkers and innovators.

OCEANFRONT CONDO IN SPINNAKERS REACH

A rare find on the ocean in Sawgrass
with spacious living in the gated
community of Sawgrass Country Club!
Spectacular 1st floor condo that has =
the only elevator in Spinnakers 1 from
the garage to the first floor! Completely
renovated with stunning details &
designer finishes. Magnificent ocean

—

views from every room. Experience a =i
spacious, sophisticated & beautifully &= =
designed condo in the heart of Ponte 1
Vedra Beach. This first floor condo is
warm & inviting with 2523sf, 3BR, 3BA |
with the upstairs master & ocean views! £
Offered for $2,699,000.

"L 7020 Chairman’s Circle
N Janet Westling,
\' REALTOR", GRI, CIPS

. N (904) 813-1913 Cell
4" | Janet Westling@bhhsfnr.com
:;ﬂ www.JanetWestling.com

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices
Florida Network Realty

©2020 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An indepentendly owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.* Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Village Arts open house is chance to meet the artists

Village Arts Framing and Gal-
lery, located in Sawgrass Village,
is celebrating 47 years in business.
From 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 10,
Village Arts will host its annual artist
open house.

Visitors will find paintings and
photography by award-winning local
and regional artists. The will see lo-
cal Florida-inspired art as well as still
life, floral and portrait art.

It’s an opportunity to meet the art-
ists and learn about their techniques
and the inspiration for their works.

“Serving the Ponte Vedra Beach
community has been an honor over
these many years, and we have a
loyal following of clients who come
in to purchase art as birthday and an-
niversary gifts for friends, family or

for themselves,” said gallery owner
Pamela Keegan. “Our gallery pro-
vides an intimate space for viewing
art in small and medium sizes, but if
you want a larger piece for over the
fireplace or in an entry hall our artists
are happy to work on those commis-
sions t00.”

Keegan adds that “our selection of
frames is one of the largest in North-
east Florida, and our expert framing
ensures that you will love your new
artwork. We are here to help.”

Village Arts Framing and Gallery
is located next to Trasca Eatery in
the Sawgrass Shopping center with
plenty of free parking.

For additional information, go to
villageartspvb.com or call 904-273-
4925.

Contributed photo
Artwork shown is by: Lisa Cederberg at left, Karen F. Rose and Mary O. Smith in the center and Sandra Hughes
atright.

Local girl is finalist
for International

Junior Miss

Gianna Capri, 8, has qualified as a finalist
for the International Junior Miss Pageant
to be held the week of Thanksgiving at the
Hyatt Regency Orlando.

Gianna will represent Miss Sunshine
State Jr. Pre Teen at the event. The pageant
is held for girls ages 4 through 24 across six
different age divisions.

Gianna’s activities include All Star
Cheerleading for Infinity Cheer in Jack-
sonville Beach and dancing at The Scott
Jones School of Dance in Jacksonville. She
also enjoys raising awareness for Michael’s
‘Ohana in memory of her Uncle Michael,
who died of a degenerative neurological
disease. He was a longtime resident of
Ormond Beach.

Gianna raised more than $20,000 in toys
for Wolfson Children’s Hospital last holiday
season with the support of community
members from both Central and Northeast
Florida.

Gianna is excited to be partnered with
The Arc Jacksonville this year. The Arc
Jacksonville serves and advocates for indi-
viduals with intellectual and developmental
differences to achieve their full potential
and to participate in community life.

The newly crowned International Junior
Miss will receive the official crown and
banner, a bouquet of roses and up to a
$5,000 cash scholarship. She will also
enjoy a paid international travel opportunity
during her reign in addition to many other
prizes and opportunities.

Contestants will compete in three overall
categories, including Evening Gown, Fun
Fashion Modeling and Interview. Inter-

Contributed photo

Gianna Capri

national Junior Miss also offers optional
contests, such as the Top Model Search,
Talent and Actress competitions.

Each year [JM, which is part of the iam
Pageant Powerhouse, awards thousands in
cash and prizes to recognize and assist in
the development of young ladies world-
wide. All activities are age-appropriate and
family-oriented.

Emphasis is placed on the importance
of gaining self-confidence and learning
new skills, such as setting and achieving
personal goals.

Families interested in learning more
about this program may go to ijminterna-
tionals.com.
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Lt. Col. Allen West, Brian Kilmeade
to headline Heroes Gala

Charity benefit helps
veterans transition to the
civilian workforce

Lt. Col. Allen West and journalist Brian Kilmeade
will headline the ninth annual Heroes Gala supporting
the work of Jacksonville-based Operation New Uniform
(ONU).

To be held Dec. 3 at the Sawgrass Marriott Golf
Resort & Spa in Ponte Vedra Beach, the gala will feature
West as guest speaker, with Kilmeade serving as the
evening’s master of ceremonies. State Sen. Aaron Bean,
meanwhile, will serve as guest auctioneer for the event,
which will include cocktails, hors d’ocuvres and dinner
as well as a raffle and both live and silent auctions.

Proceeds from the gala will support ONU’s mission to
assist veterans and military spouses in making the transi-

tion to the civilian workforce.

“We are thrilled to have such nationally recognized
patriots here to support ONU’s mission,” CEO Michele
McManamon said. “Both Col. West and Brian Kilmeade
are well known for supporting our military men and
women, and we are so grateful for their support.”

McManamon noted that the nonprofit ONU’s career
transition training program is provided free of charge to
veterans and military spouses, who often find it difficult
to adapt their military skills and experience to the corpo-
rate world.

“In the military, there is a very clear pathway for
advancement as well as camaraderie and support from
fellow soldiers — but when a veteran leaves the service,
that all goes away,” McManamon said. “Through our
training programs and support network, we help veter-
ans take off their old uniform and put on a new one — a
business suit — by showing them how to apply the valu-
able skills they gained in the military to a new environ-
ment.”

Since ONU’s inception, more than 350 veterans have
graduated from the program, with 97% of them secur-
ing employment within four months of completing the
program. Much of that is only possible, McManamon
said, because of the support from Heroes Gala sponsors
and attendees.

“Many of our donors and sponsors view the gala as
an opportunity to thank our veterans for their service by
hosting them as guests at their table,” she said. “It’s a
wonderful way to show our veterans that we appreciate
all their sacrifices and the sacrifices made by their fami-
lies in support of our freedom.”

Sponsors of this year’s Heroes Gala include Ascendo
Resources, Swisher, Aegis Pension Services, NLP Logix
and community partners such as K9s for Warriors. A
limited number of tables and sponsorship opportunities
are still available.

For more information on sponsorship for the Opera-
tion New Uniform Heroes Gala, go to onuvets.org/
heroes-gala.

Heroes Gala to highlight veterans’ challenges
in transitioning to civilian workforce

Gary VanDyk was enjoying a 24-year
career in the U.S. Navy when he learned
he was being forced to retire due to
diabetes. The news, coming amid the
disruption of the COVID pandemic, hit
both him and his family hard.

“Overnight, the life we planned just
completely changed,” said Kristi Van-
Dyk, who as a military spouse had sup-
ported her husband’s two-plus decades of
service to his country. “This was our life,
and all of a sudden it was like, ‘Oh, by
the way, you have to retire.””

For more informati

Then a friend told Gary VanDyk about
Operation New Uniform, a Jacksonville-
based nonprofit that provides military
veterans and spouses with free train-
ing programs that help them make the
transition to the civilian workforce. In
addition to building a resume and provid-
ing networking resources, VanDyk said,
ONU helped him identify skills from his
military career that would be valuable
in the business world while also help-
ing him develop new skills, like public
speaking.
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“Before ONU, I had no ability to
speak before a crowd of people,” he
said. “Somehow, going through the ONU
process, I have the confidence to do that
now.”

VanDyk is among the local veterans
whose stories will be shared at the ninth
annual Heroes Gala. To be held Dec. 3
at the Sawgrass Marriott in Ponte Vedra
Beach, this year’s gala will feature na-
tional media personality Brian Kilmeade
as master of ceremonies and Lt. Col. Al-
len West as guest speaker. Proceeds from
the event enable ONU to offer its services
free of charge.

“Veterans like Gary and spouses like
Kristi are the reason we do what we do,”
ONU CEO Michele McManamon said.
“Our veterans have so much to offer the
civilian workforce; they just need some
help in taking off their old uniform and
learning to put on a new one — a busi-
ness suit.”

Since its inception, McManamon said,
more than 350 veterans have graduated
from the ONU program, which in ad-
dition to training offers veterans access
to year-round career fairs and network-
ing events to connect them with both
employers and fellow veterans. Statistics
show that 97% of ONU graduates secure
employment within a few months of
completing the program — a success rate
that is only possible, McManamon said,
because of the support from Heroes Gala
sponsors and attendees.

For couples like the VanDyks, the

ONU program has been transformational.
Kristi VanDyk was so impressed by the
changes she witnessed in her husband, in
fact, that she enrolled in ONU’s program
for military spouses.

“I used to think I should be thankful
just to have any job because as a military
spouse I had gaps in my employment
from moving so much,” she said. “ONU
has given me confidence as well as access
to resources and networking opportuni-
ties to find a job that’s a good fit for me.”

Armed with newfound skills and con-
fidence, the VanDyks are now actively
seeking new civilian employment. And
they encourage other veterans to over-
come any feelings of self-doubt and
participate in Operation New Uniform.

“Everyone has feelings that they are
not good enough,” Gary VanDyk said.
“ONU has a special way of really bring-
ing out the best in you.”

The ninth annual Heroes Gala will
include cocktails, hors d’oeuvres and din-
ner as well as a raffle and both live and
silent auctions. Sponsors include Aegis
Pension Services, Arlington Toyota,
Ascendo Resources, Autrey Research,
Fields Automotive, NLP Logix, Nim-
nicht, Swisher and community partners
such as K9s for Warriors. A limited num-
ber of tables and sponsorship opportuni-
ties are still available.

For more information on sponsorship
for the Operation New Uniform Heroes
Gala, go to onuvets.org/heroes-gala.
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@ Are you ready for Medicare’s Annual Enrollment Period? Choose a CarePlus plan today.

Benefits you need. Savings you want.
Now serving St. Johns!

You could get benefits like these:

For those with Medicare and

Up to $1,440 added back to Medicaid, up to $1,800 a year
th| your Social Security check to spend on select groceries,
yearly' @ utilities, rent, personal care,
Up to $120 monthly reduction in pet care, and more with the
2023 Medicare Part B premium. CareEssentials Card?®
$150 per month.

Up to $1,000 in Flexible
Care Assistance for eligible
Q@ | members with qualifying
= conditions on certain plans3* b

Must be coordinated and
authorized by a care manager.

$10 specialist copay*

Plus morel!

Why wait? Enroll today!

E_! Call a licensed CarePlus sales agent today. .
ﬁ 1-855-280-4538 (TTY: 711) | ChooseCarePlus.com aHEI;Q,E!HSS

'0ffered on CareFree Platinum (HMO). 2Offered on CareNeeds Plus (HMO D-SNP). 30ffered on CareNeeds Plus (HMO D-SNP) if you have Medicare and Medicaid. The benefits mentioned are a part of special supplemental
program for the chronically ill. Not all members qualify. “Offered on CareOne Platinum (HMO). *Allowance amounts cannot be combined with other benefit allowances. Limitations and restrictions may apply.

North Florida. CarePlus is an HMO SNP plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enrollment in CarePlus depends on contract renewal. CareNeeds Plus (D-SNP): This plan is
available to anyone receiving both Medicare and Medicaid: Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB/QMB-+), Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiaries (SLMB/SLMB-+), Qualifying Individuals (Ql), Qualified Disabled and
Working Individuals (QDWI) and other Full Benefit Dual Eligibles (FBDE). Sponsored by CarePlus Health Plans, Inc. and the State of Florida, Agency for Health Care Administration. No amounts on the CareEssentials Card
can be used to purchase Medicare-covered prescriptions or services, nor can it be converted to cash. Referrals and/or authorization may be required for certain specialists. Important: At CarePlus, it is important you are
treated fairly. CarePlus Health Plans, Inc. complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ancestry, ethnicity, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender
identity, disability, age, marital status, religion, or language in their programs and activities, including in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, their programs and activities. The following department
has been designated to handle inquiries regarding CarePlus' non-discrimination policies: Member Services, PO Box 277810, Miramar, FL 33027, 1-800-794-5907 (TTY: 711). Auxiliary aids and services, free of charge,
are available to you. 1-800-794-5907 (TTY: 711). CarePlus provides free auxiliary aids and services, such as qualified sign language interpreters, video remote interpretation, and written information in other formats to
people with disabilities when such auxiliary aids and services are necessary to ensure an equal opportunity to participate. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call our Member Services number
at 1-800-794-5907. Hours of operation; October 1 —March 31, 7 days a week, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. April 1 — September 30, Monday — Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. You may leave a voicemail after hours, Saturdays, Sundays,
and holidays and we will return your call within one business day. Espafiol (Spanish): Esta informacion esta disponible de forma gratuita en otros idiomas. Favor de llamar a Servicios para Afiliados al nimero que aparece
anteriormente. Kreyol Ayisyen (French Creole): Enfomasyon sa a disponib gratis nan 16t lang. Tanpri rele nimewo Seévis pou Manm nou yo ki nan lis anwo an. H1019_MKNaepbobprint2023rev_M
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American Legion post donates $90K
toward suicide prevention

American Legion Post 129’s membership voted to
donate $90,000 to Here Tomorrow, a nonprofit suicide
prevention organization, to fund a fulltime veteran peer
counselor position over a three-year period.

“Thanks to a matching grant made to Here Tomorrow
by the Delores Barr Weaver Legacy Fund and J. Wayne
Weaver Fund, our donation will be matched dollar-for-
dollar ... allowing them to hire a veteran who has faced
suicide and overcame it and can share their experience
with fellow military personnel contemplating suicide,”
said post Commander Joe Maichle. “We’re grateful we’ll
soon have a veteran peer support specialist at the beaches
where we can refer those veterans for help.”

A survey conducted by the U.S. Department of Vet-
eran Affairs showed that about 22 veterans are dying by
suicide each day in the United States.

In April, Here Tomorrow launched a Match to Reimag-
ine Suicide Prevention campaign with the goal of raising
$4 million to help expand access to mental health services
in Northeast Florida over the next three years. Both the
Delores Barr Weaver Legacy Fund and the J. Wayne
Weaver Fund have pledged to match contributions up to
$500,000 for a total of $1 million. Likewise, Here Tomor-
row founder Joe Kenney will match donations up to $1
million. The multi-year challenge grant will run through
December 31, 2024.

“We are excited to build this relationship with Ameri-
can Legion Post 129, which has made this generous con-

American Legion Post 129

Freedom Hall

Contributed photo
American Legion Post 129 Treasurer Jim Wineland, left, and
Commander Joe Maichle, right, present Here Tomorrow Presi-
dent Joe Kenney a check for $90,000 to help the nonprofit
agency hire a veteran peer counselor for the next three years.
The donation will be matched by the Delores Barr Weaver
Legacy Fund and J. Wayne Weaver Fund.

tribution to our organization,” said Here Tomorrow Board
Chair and Founder Joe Kenney. “With their financial sup-
port, we will soon have a peer veteran support specialist

on board who can draw from their own experience to help
reach military personnel who are contemplating suicide
and save more lives in the process.”

Here Tomorrow uses a peer support model to offer
same-day mental health support to those in crisis. Peer
support specialists provide immediate support and sys-
tematic follow-up phone calls over the course of a year.

“People thinking about seeking professional help and
those who love them need support, answers to their ques-
tions and someone to listen who truly understands,” said
Hannah Hackworth, Here Tomorrow’s executive direc-
tor. “We aren’t waiting for those most at-risk for suicide
to come to us and ask for help. We’re collaborating with
community partners like American Legion Post 129,
along with the suicide hotline, other community partners
and using search engine optimization, our goal is to iden-
tify and engage people before it’s too late.”

Founded in 2021, Here Tomorrow is a nonprofit orga-
nization serving the Beaches communities and Northeast
Florida with a mission to prevent suicide by building a
community where mental health care is acceptable and
accessible.

If you or someone you know is experiencing hope-
lessness and contemplating seeking help, contact Here
Tomorrow, 904-372-9087, or hello@heretomorrow.org.
There is no cost for the support and follow-up services
provided by Here Tomorrow. For more information and
resources or to donate, go to heretomorrow.org.

American Legion Post plans craft fair on Nov. 12

American Legion Post 129 Auxiliary is hosting a
Christmas Craft Fair & Open House event for the
public from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 12, at
Ocean’s Beaches Post 129, located at 1151 South 4th
St. in Jacksonville Beach.

In addition to the artist’s booths and exhibits, a bake
sale and silent auction will take place, along with food
truck vendors Patty Shack and E&W Barbeque from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event will feature music from
acoustic guitarist David Bronson from noon to 2 p.m.

More than 20 local artisans, many American Legion
members, are taking part in the event.

Other artists interested in taking part in the event can

“REMIER
DOENTAL
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contact event coordinator Linda Zepp at 215-435-9224
by phone or text for more information.

For more information, go to www.post129.org/2022-
events.com.

Also, the American Legion Post 129, the Post 129
Auxiliary and Sons of the American Legion will also
have booths at the event where people can find out
more about the legion’s activities and membership op-
portunities.

Legion membership is open to all veterans, while
men and women with past or current active members
in their immediate families may join the Sons of the
American Legion or the American Legion Auxiliary.

Contributed photo
Acoustic guitarist David Bronson will perform at the event.
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Students celebrate
Hispanic cultures

Contributed photo

Students at Episcopal School of Jacksonville, Beaches Campus give a presentation on Hispanic

cultures.

In recognition of Hispanic Heritage
Month (Sept. 15 — Oct. 15), students at
Episcopal School of Jacksonville, Beach-
es Campus learned about Hispanic culture
across multiple disciplines (art, music,
dance, library and, of course, Spanish).

They held a Hispanic Heritage Cel-
ebration in the Gym and Performing Arts
Center for parents and guests. The stu-
dents participated in song, dance, a soccer

VOTE BY

demonstration, poetry and prayer as part
of the event.

“The Hispanic Heritage Celebration is
a wonderful opportunity for our students
to reflect and broaden their perspectives,”
said Jennifer Ketchum, head of Lower
School, Beaches Campus. “We are thank-
ful for FALA Language Academy and
all their hard work in making this such a
successful event for our students.”

Sisterhood of the
Traveling Plants
plans program

The Sisterhood of the Traveling
Plants (Cathy Snyder and Marilyn
Smith) is back in person and ready to
demonstrate how to make fun, holiday
arrangements with “Downton Abbey” as
the inspiration.

Get in the holiday spirit and revisit
the Crawley family and their “Down-
stairs” counterparts with fellow Sister-
hood and “Downton” enthusiasts during
this program for adults. Bring a friend
and make an afternoon of it.

Everyone is invited to the FOL
Community Room at the Ponte Vedra
Beach Branch Library from noon to 2
p.m. Nov. 19 for this special Sisterhood
event featuring fun banter, step-by-step
demonstrations of flower arrangements
and holiday cheer. Light refreshments
will be available and raffle tickets will
be sold for chances to win the arrange-
ments the Sisterhood creates. The pro-
ceeds from the raffle help pay for this
special event sponsored by the Friends

'
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GLEASON

/m Mosquito Control District

NOVEMBER 8TH 2022
STOP THE STING!

Help Me Bring Accountability, Fiscal Responsibility ¢
and Transparency to the Mosquito Control District.

www.MarthaGleason.com

Paid by Martha Gleason for Anastasia Mosquito Control District

Contributed photo
Cathy Snyder, left, and Marilyn Smith are
the Sisterhood of the Traveling Plants.

of the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch
Library.

No online RSVPs are required. For
further information, call the library at
904-827-6950.
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HALLOWEEN FUN IN ST. JOHNS GOUNTY
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) 78 Photo by Shaun Ryan

Photo by Shaun Ryan
Once again this year, Sykes Family Farms in Elkton offered
adventurous members of the community a chance to get lost
in its crop maze.

Photo courtesy of Nease High School Photo courtesy of Nease High School Photo courtesy of Nease High School

Photo courtesy of Nease High School There were games to play for children Students volunteered to help make the The atmosphere was festive, from the
Nease High School'’s track was used for Halloween fun Oct. 27. of all ages. event a memorable one. games to the costumes.

See more HALLOWEEN photos on Page 23
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Halloween

Continued from 22

Photo by Susan Griffin

Photo courtesy of Nease High School  Baptist HealthPlace at Nocatee held a “drive-through”
Different tables were set up for children to go to on the track. Halloween CARnival, a fun family event to enjoy trick-or-
The event featured activities for the whole family, including treating safely. There were treats and giveaways, interactive
trunk-or-treating and music. themed stations, photo opportunities and Halloween music.
In addition, there was a Golf Cart Costume Contest.

Photo by Susan Griffin
Some famous personalities were on hand for photos during
the Halloween CARnival at Baptist HealthPlace at Nocatee.
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Photo by Susan Griffin

‘ Photo by Susan Griffin
Flagler Health+ held a “Spookytacular at Nocatee” on Oct. 19. Photo by Susan Griffin Flagler Health+ held a “Spookytacular at Nocatee” on Oct. 19.
The event featured activities for the whole family, including You just never knew who would show up when Flagler The event featured activities for the whole family, including
trunk-or-treating and music. Health+ held its “Spookytacular at Nocatee.” trunk-or-treating and music.
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McCarthy awarded Conservation Medal

The Ponte Vedra Chapter of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution awarded
Jim McCarthy the NSDAR Conservation
Medal on Oct. 4 in recognition of his ef-
forts to improve the environment.

McCarthy was president of the North
Florida Land Trust from 2015 until 2022
focusing on preserving and enhancing the
North Florida quality of life by protecting
its irreplaceable national environment.

He was instrumental in protecting almost
28,000 acres in Jacksonville during his
tenure. He also helped in the acquisition
of multiple properties, including the $6.5
million Fish Island in St. Augustine, and
secured more than $46 million in funds to
purchase and protect property for future
generations.

McCarthy has served on the state Envi-
ronmental Regulation Commission in 2016

and 2020 and is currently on the Board of
Governors of the Jacksonville Chamber of
Commerce.

The Daughters of the American Revo-
lution is a patriotic organization which
promotes historic preservation, education,
conservation and patriotic citizenship.

For more information contact regent.
darpontevedra@gmail.com or go to darpon-
tevedar.org.

Contributed photo
Phyllis Baehrend, Jim McCarthy, Lee
Anderson Louy (NFLT Director of
Philanthropic Services) and Allison DeFoor.

Students learn about employment

In visit to Humane Society

A group of young adults interested in
employment opportunities within the ani-
mal science field visited the St. Augustine
Humane Society recently. The students are
participants in the St. Johns County School
District’s Life Work Transition Program
and are concentrating on developing the
skills required for successful employment.

Staff and volunteers with the Humane
Society spent a few hours with the stu-
dents, touring the surgery center, adminis-
trative offices and Society Pet Spa. A few
potential apprentices and their instruc-
tors are planning a return visit for more
in-depth information about employment

and volunteer opportunities with the St.
Augustine Humane Society.

“We so appreciate our community
partnerships,” said Lynn Washington, com-
munity outreach director for the Humane
Society. “People helping people is what St.
Johns County is all about. Programs like
this can be a win-win situation for every-
one involved.”

Organizations interested in partner-
ing with students in the St. Johns County
School District’s Life Work Transition
Program can contact Jennifer Argentina at
Jennifer. Argentina@stjohns.k12.fl.us.

Grand Opening at the Beach!
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Contributed photo
Pictured from left are, front row: Faith Northrup and Taylor Brooks; second row, Noah Brzinski,
Hector Diaz-Cabrera, Ethan Johnson, Kai Duren, Sam Morrison, Cyris Matern, Matthew
Sponagle, Patrick Timoney, Zach Conway, Krisina Hess, job coach Tracy Munoz, Humane
Society volunteer Vanessa Hofer and job coach Ami Brennan; third row, teacher Tracy Holland,
Marion Boyd, Kevin Harrison, Parker Andersen and Aiden Chubbuck; back, teacher Adam

Ringwood.
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Blue Angel Cary Rickoff visits Jacksonville Country Day School

By Natalie Jackson

On the eve of the 2022 NAS Jax Air
Show, Lt. Commander Cary Rickoff, a
highly decorated lead solo pilot for the
U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration Squad-
ron: the Blue Angels, paid a visit to
Jacksonville Country Day School. Rickoff
selected the school so that he could see his
cousin, Alexa, and her second-grade class.
In keeping with the theme with the week-
end, Rickoff read “Tuesday Bluesday” by
Angel Stull-James to all of second grade.
Following the story, second graders were
able to participate in a Q&A with Rickoff
who described what it is like to be a Blue
Angel and what an honor it is to serve in
the U.S. Navy.

“[ think it was a really unique experi-
ence to see him and hear about his job,”
said second grader Simon. “I wanted to be
a pilot before I met him, but now I am just
even more excited to be one.”

When Rickoff asked if any student had
aspirations to be a pilot an overwhelming
amount of hands shot up.

“I thought that the students would enjoy
seeing him in his uniform, getting inspira-
tion from someone who is so passionate
about their career, and learning the im-
portance of practice and dedication,” said
Lindsey Upchurch, Jacksonville Country
Day School second grade teacher.

Head of School Pat Walker noted that
“our school places an emphasis on charac-
ter education and focuses on incorporating

Contributed photo

Commander Cary Rickoff with the second-grade class at Jacksonville Country Day School.

Training

Ponte Vedra native
Cpl. Steven Taylor,
U.S. Marine Corps,
recently conducted
training alongside
Japan’s Self-Defense
Force Soldiers in
Hokkaido, Japan.
Taylor is a water sup-
port technician with
3rd Transportation
Battalion, Combat
Logistics Regi-
ment 3, 3rd Marine
Logistics Group.
Information provided
by Capt. Johnny
Coronel, Communi-
cation Strategy and
Operations Director
3d Marine Logistics
Group.
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Photo provided by USMC

Exercise

SR

the seven mindsets throughout our stu-
dent’s daily routines. The ‘Passion First’
and ‘Everything is Possible” mindsets are
ones that Commander Rickoff exemplifies
daily with his career in the Navy.”

Alexa described how she felt about
her cousin visiting her classroom. “I was
really happy my friends got to meet him,”
she said. “Not a lot of people get to see
a Blue Angel pilot who comes to their
school. I felt very special.”

At the end of the visit, Rickoff pre-

sented Walker with a special edition of the
“Best Wishes Blue Angels Poster.” Stu-
dents took home similar Blue Angels post-
ers to remember the morning, and perhaps
inspire a few future careers in aviation.

Alexa was thrilled to attend the NAS
Jax Air Show with her family, where more
than 300,000 people watched a variety of
military and civilian demonstrations, but
of course she was the most excited to see
her cousin perform in the grand finale with
the Blue Angels.

Ponte Vedra Valley

“A Family Owned and Operated Funeral Home
with On-site Cremation Center & Cemetery”

Veterans Day 2022

We thank you for
your service!

4750 Palm Valley Road « P nte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
904-285-1130 « www.pontevedravalley.com
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United Way grant to help HUGS stock student food pantries

HUGS St. Johns has received a finan-
cial grant for its 17 school-based emer-
gency food pantries from the United Way
of St. Johns County.

HUGS school pantries provide child-
friendly items for food-insecure students
identified by their school counselors who
arrive to school hungry or who need to
bring food home to prepare for dinner.
The pantries are restocked each month
by HUGS volunteers, and the United
Way donation allows them to purchase
needed food items that are combined with
non-perishable food donations from the
community.

“Our school-based pantry program has
grown since the program began in 2017,
and significantly since 2019,” said vol-
unteer food program coordinator, Holly
Ross. “The funds from United Way make
it possible to continue to provide for the
growing need here in St. Johns County.”

“The team at HUGS does an amazing
job of working to address a growing need

&
|§\}_‘

Contributed photo

Wlth a mighty group of.carmg volunteers The United Way of St. Johns County recently provided a grant to HUGS St. Johns, which maintains 17 school-based emergency food pantries.
in our community,” United Way of St.
Johns County President and CEO Mark Pedro Menendez High School counselor, ports health, education and financial County children-in-need identified by
LeMaire said. “United Way is proud to Stephanie Toffaletti. “This service gives assistance through their support of non- school counselors, social workers and
support this important hunger program them peace of mind knowing that their profits throughout St. Johns and Putnam agency partners.
serving children in St. Johns County.” school community cares about them and counties. To donate food, host a food drive or
“We are incredibly thankful for our their well-being, while giving them one HUGS St. Johns is an all-volunteer volunteer to help restock HUGS’ St.
new food pantry for our students that less thing to worry about at school.” 501c¢(3) that provides food, clothing, Johns County school pantries, email
are experiencing food instability,” said United Way of St. Johns County sup- shoes and more to thousands of St. Johns info@stjohnshugs.org.
|

Better health begins at
Baptist Beaches.

When it comes to your family’s health, you want the A world-class hospital
best. A rare combination of compassion and the in your own neighborhood.
most advanced medical care all in one spot. ot Bivd \

Baptist Beaches is a full-service medical center just

minutes from the beach. Our A-rated, nationally

recognized hospital provides high-tech medical Bemth Bt
and surgical care that's top-ranked in quality, safety

and patient satisfaction.

Our caregivers are your neighbors—who live and
work right here in our community. From welcoming J. Turner Butler Blvd
new babies, to providing life-saving emergency care
and everything in between, we are the health care

1350 13th Avenue South
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

partner you can trust at any stage in life.

So enjoy the tranquility of beach living...knowing
we're always here with top-ranked care that fits your
family’s lifestyle.

 BAPTIST
Medical Center

baptistjax.com/beaches Beaches

© Baptist Health 2022




BUSINESS WEEKLY FEATURING WHO’S WHO IN LAW AND FACES OF FINANCE 27

eSS
Weekly

PAGE27 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2022

Ponte Vedra Recorder - November 3, 2022

Bus

For MORE business news,
go to facebook.com/
ThePVRecorder

FEATURING
Who’s Who in Law

AND

Faces of Finance
PAGES 27-33

www.PonteVedraRecorder.com

AT THE LINK

Marketing leader
serves elder
law and estate
planning attorneys

Bambiz maintains
office at the link

By Shaun Ryan

For attorneys practicing in elder law
and estate planning, it isn’t enough
to have the requisite education and
expertise. Reaching the population
most needing those services is critical
to success.

And that relies on effective market-
ing, which requires that the person
or firm providing it appreciates the
nuances of that particular field. Perhaps
too frequently, attorneys will employ
a marketing company that serves a
diverse clientele and may employ the
same approach it uses with the local
grocery store or automotive repair
facility.

That’s where Bambiz Marketing
stands apart.

“The reason that we’re really popular
with the elder law and estate planning
firms is because we only work with
them,” said Bambiz founder Jim Blake.

Another difference between Bambiz
and other marketing agencies is that
Blake’s company doesn’t tie its clients
to long-term contracts.

“Our contract is: You’re going to like
working with us so much that you’re
not going to want to quit,” Blake said.

In other words, Bambiz has to pro-
duce results to ensure its own future
success.

The five-person agency provides
digital marketing for attorneys across
the nation, managing websites, lead
generation, social media and other

types of online services. Most of the
agency'’s clients call upon Bambiz to
fill events, such as presentations at
hotels and community centers where
attorneys offer important information
regarding wills and trusts, avoiding
probate, privacy and more.

Some attorneys approach Bambiz
simply seeking content for blogs,
newsletters or social media. It saves the
attorney time.

Others want help with search engine
optimization to increase online traffic
or lead generation, getting their mes-
sage to the desired population.

And some attorneys prefer to turn
over all marketing to Bambiz because
they want to focus on practicing law.

Building a business

The roots of Bambiz (which stands
for Blake Advertising and Marketing
Business) go back to Blake’s decade
doing marketing and sales for the
world’s largest tire and rubber com-
pany, Bridgestone Corp. He had earned
a degree in business and communica-
tions from Illinois State University in
2007, and discovered he had an interest
in helping businesses to grow.

At first, he managed Bridgestone
products at large companies but was
later moved from Chicago to Tampa,
where he worked with independent
retailers.

At the time, his wife worked for
companies that presented educational
events for lawyers. She suggested that
he could help these lawyers with their
marketing.

BAMBIZ continues on Page 33

Photo by Shaun Ryan

Jim Blake, founder of Bambiz Marketing, enjoys having an office at the link.
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GUEST COLUMN

A Brief History of Stock Market
Crashes and Corrections

Scott A. Grant

By Scott A. Grant

Stock market corrections are painful.
They tear at our psyches and damage our
emotions. They often cause widespread
panic. Fear is one of the strongest human
emotions. For all of our outward bravado,
we scare pretty easily. When the stock
market starts to go down it can cause us
to panic. What if I lose all of my money?
How will I feed my children? Panic can
lead us to make bad emotional decisions.
And let’s be honest, when we make bad
decisions, those decisions usually come
from our emotions, not from our logic.

As I am sure everyone is aware, we have
recently experienced one of these painful
declines. It might be helpful to look at past
stock market declines and see what they
can teach us about today and tomorrow.
The granddaddy of all stock market de-
clines was the crash of 1929. In September,
the Dow Jones Industrial Average peaked
at 381. Beginning in October, the market
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began a devastating four-year decline that
brought the Dow all the way down to 41.
That decline created the Great Depression.
People starved.

In 1962, the market endured a sharp de-
cline known as the Kennedy Slide or Flash
Crash of 1962. From a high of almost 750
in 1961, the market tumbled to a low of
under 550. At the time, in a rare moment
of candor, the chairman of the American
Stock Exchange credited the steep decline
to the market correcting from an over-
bought position.

The next major event occurs between
1970 and 1982. This was a period of high
inflation and is certainly the one that scares
many investors today. Inflation is insidi-
ous and, like black mold, it is hard to kill.
Over the 12-year period, as four different
presidents attempted to Whip Inflation
Now, the Dow bounced up and down from
a low of just over 600 to a high of just over
1,000 on four separate occasions. Each
time the Dow hit 1,000 it immediately
went back down. That is until the fourth
time during the Regan administration. The
fourth assault on Dow 1,000 proved to be
the charm. The Dow rocketed to 2,750 in
five years.

1987 was painful. The Dow dropped
22.6% in a single day in October. I remem-
ber sitting in my office at EF Hutton & Co.
It felt like the world was coming to an end.
In total, the market would give up 1,000
Dow points, dropping from 2,750 down
to 1,750. It then recovered. By July of
1990, the Dow set a new high of 2999.75.
It took three years, which is a lifetime for
an individual and a drop in the bucket for
our country. In total for the decade, the
Dow jumped from a low of about 800 to a
high of about 3,000, which is pretty good
especially considering that 30% decline in
1987.

The worst stock market event of this
century occurred when the Dot Com
bubble burst in January of 2000. The mar-
ket began a debilitating decline that lasted
three long years. That three-year decline
took the Dow from a high of 11,700 all the
way down to a low of 7,500. The constant,
never-ending decline of that three-year
period was hard to stomach. The market
would not set a new high until sometime
in 2006.

Many people remember the Great Re-
cession of 2008-2009 as the worst financial
calamity this country ever endured. It
wasn’t. However, the market decline was
exceptionally steep. After reaching a high
of just over 14,000, the Dow dropped to

6,600 on March 10th of 2009. A year later,
the Dow had regained most of its losses
and within two years almost all.

Recently, the market has experienced
another large decline. After ending last
year at around 37,000, the Dow declined to
a low at 28,600 before bouncing back up
to just over 32,500 on October 28, the 93rd
anniversary of the 1929 crash.

All of these events followed periods
of irrational exuberance, often driven by
younger investors and built around the
myth that the market always goes up.

It doesn’t. The market goes up and the
market goes down. It is like life. During
periods of investment turmoil, scammers
crawl out of the woodwork like cock-
roaches offering high-commissioned secret
magic that promises to alleviate all of your
emotional and financial angst. Don’t be
fooled. There is no such thing as magic.
Cults often promise the same thing, secret
knowledge that will alleviate all of your
emotional and financial angst. Joining a
cult is almost never a good idea.

Examining the past, we can see that
when the market has declined in the past,
it has always recovered and gone higher.
That is likely to be the case again, although
there are no guarantees. If you are still
nervous and scared, my best advice is to
call me. I will give you honest advice and
help you as much as you let me.

Scott A. Grant is a local author and
historian. By day he is a fiduciary asset
manager with Standfast Asset Man-
agement. He doesn’t believe in magic.
scottg@standfastic.com
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Tally-to-Jax marathon series to
fund medical legal partnership

Members of the Jacksonville Bar As-
sociation (JBA) representing Big Law,
alternative dispute resolution and solo/
small firms are entering into an epic
battle to see who can garner the most
support for Freed to Run 6.0, which is
expected to fully fund an endowment for
Jacksonville Area Legal Aid’s North-
east Florida Medical Legal Partnership
(NFMLP) this month.

In this three-way showdown, teams
called Too Big to Fail (Big Law), Neu-
trals Never Quit (JBA alternative dispute
resolution practitioners committee) and
Too Small to Fall (solo and small-firm
committee) will use sheer will and per-
suasion to determine who can:

* sign up the most JBA members,

* run the most aggregate miles, and

* raise the most money for Jacksonville
Area Legal Aid’s Northeast Florida Medi-
cal Legal Partnership.

Each group will field a relay team to
run in the last of the six Freed to Run
marathons, which will be run on Nov.
19. Freed to Run will provide buses to
transport runners from the Duval County

Courthouse to the start at the Baker
County Courthouse in Macclenny, and
to pick up and drop off relay participants
along the route.

The Northeast Florida Medical Legal
Partnership provides civil legal aid to
pediatric patients and their families to
help the children overcome barriers to
their wellness, including landlord-tenant,
health coverage, family law and other
issues.

Gunster shareholder Asghar Syed,
captain of Too Big to Fail, said he thinks
Big Law is going to crush it.

“As we all know, ‘Size matters,”” Syed

said. “And we’re out to prove it yet again.

But in the end, this is all for the kids, so
whether we win or lose, the kids win.”

Robert Travieso of The Travieso
Law Firm, captain of Too Small to Fall,
agreed.

“We are having a lot of fun with the
rivalry, but only to draw attention to this
very important issue,” Travieso said.
“Children who are already dealing with
health issues shouldn’t have to worry
about things like being denied insurance

coverage or substandard housing condi-
tions that are making their health mat-
ters worse. By permanently funding the
NFMLP, we are ensuring they’ll have a
lawyer in their corner.”

Jennifer Grippa of Miles Mediation and
Arbitration, co-captain of Neutrals Never
Quit along with Penny Schmidt of Jax
Mediation Center, said she’s happy to be
part of a truly “healthy” competition.

“Of course, I never take sides, so it’s
nice that all of our teams are in total
agreement here,” Grippa said. “We all
have the same goal in our sights, which
is to put the NFMLP endowment over the
top.”

All donations go to endow the North-
east Florida Medical Legal Partnership
and are matched at 125% by Baptist
Health up to $1.25 million. With the
match, the six-year fundraising total is
expected to reach the goal of $2.25 mil-
lion to fully fund the endowment by the
end of the year.

To register with or support one of the
teams, go to:

* Too Big to Fail: www.jaxlegalaid.org/

toobig

* Too Small to Fall: www.jaxlegalaid.
org/toosmall

* Neutrals Never Quit: www.jaxleg-
alaid.org/neutral

For more information, contact:

Too Big to Fail — Asghar Syed:
asyed@gunster.com

Too Small to Fall — Robert Travieso:
robert@traviesolawfirm.com

Neutrals Never Quit — Jennifer
Grippa: jgrippa@milesmediation.com
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Austin Lankford and Claira Williams are part of the all-student staff that runs the “Shark Shack”

at Ponte Vedra High School.

N

|

Photos by Anthony Richards

Claira Williams folds a shirt and makes sure merchandise is stocked in the “Shark Shack.”

Shark Shack sells school pride, teaches business concepts

By Anthony Richards

One of the new things this year at
Ponte Vedra High School has been the
introduction of the school’s “Shark
Shack,” which is a fully student-run
outfit that sells everything from school-
related merchandise to candy.

There are currently 16 students in
the international marketing academy at
Ponte Vedra and they are the ones that
are in charge of the “Shark Shack’s”
day-to-day operations.

“It’s all about teaching them how to
start and run a business,” international
marketing teacher Lisa Lankford said.

Although this is the first time some-
thing like this has been in place at the
school, it is something that Lankford
has had success with in the past while
teaching in Georgia.

According to Lankford, the idea was

initially floated around at the end of last
year, which is also when the shelves

for the merchandise were ordered and
started the entire venture in motion.

Her son Austin has been helping
out since the beginning and is deeply
involved with the project.

“I’ve grown up my whole life with
her as my teacher, so I’ve sat here for
16 years learning about all this stuff,”
Austin Lankford said. “I watched her
run it up in Georgia, but now to finally
be a part of it and have an impact is
amazing. It’s been crazy to see our
ideas appear.”

Both Austin Lankford and Claira
Williams are juniors and have been part
of the program at the school since they
were freshmen.

“It’s been such a great learning expe-
rience, because this is what we’re learn-
ing in class, but to be able to apply that
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to the real world and others around us
has been a great opportunity to have,”
Williams said.

Williams and Kayla McLaughlin
work together to create the majority of
the designs and logos on the merchan-
dise sold. They are also vice presidents
of promotion for the school’s DECA
Club.

According to Williams, it is a surreal
feeling anytime she sees someone pass
her either in the halls of the school or in
public wearing a piece of clothing that
has one of her designs on it.

“When [ see that, I just stand there
and think, “Wow, I made that,”” Wil-
liams chuckled.

One thing that hit McLaughlin not
long into at the store is that “simple
sells.”

“At the beginning we were definitely
overthinking everything, but really
we’ve found that people just want the
‘PV’ logo, and it sells,” Williams said.

Ideas have changed and there are
several things about the Shark Shack
that the students have realized are
continually shifting over the first couple
of months since it opened its doors,
and they are learning how to better be
equipped for such instances.

One of the areas where they have wit-
nessed trial and error at times is when
deciding what items or selection they
should order.

They do the best they can to gauge
the feeling of their fellow students by
offering opinion surveys during lunch
periods in an attempt to best understand
the needs and wants of the market they
are selling to.

“One thing that has been really cool
to see is what things sell more than
others,” Austin Lankford said. “For
example, the trucker hats are something
that we’ve had to restock I don’t know
how many times.”

Another interesting challenge that
they have come across is the wide
range of age groups they are marketing
towards with both students and parents
purchasing items from the store.

That means a wide range of demo-
graphics must be considered before
decisions are made.

“Definitely one of the best parts has
been getting to know the people more,
because you’re out there getting to
know what they like, so that you find
out what they want,” Austin Lankford
said.

Additions to what is stocked at the
store have been being made since the
start of the school year, including offer-
ing candy.

Just to get candy allowed to be sold
involved quite the approval process,
which was another thing they found
both surprising and intriguing to see the
steps needed to be taken when introduc-
ing a food product.

According to Austin Lankford, now
that it is in place, he can’t even imagine
what continued expansion and improve-
ment of the Shark Shack will look like
later this year, much less years from
now.

“It’s crazy to think that after we
graduate, where this could end up going
with the future generations of DECA
and marketing students,” Austin Lank-
ford said. “It’s quite the honor.”
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Benchmarks of Success

A look at major career
changes in the area

Schwarzman joins
Flagler Health+
Orthopedic Specialists

Dr. Garrett
Schwarzman, a board-
certified orthopedic
surgeon, has joined
Flagler Health+
Orthopedic Specialists.
Schwarzman is now
practicing at the Flagler
Health+ Orthopedic
Specialists locations at
Flagler Hospital’s St.
Augustine campus and at
the Flagler Health+ Village at Nocatee.

Schwarzman joins the Flagler Health+ team after
completing his sports medicine fellowship at the
Andrews Research Education Foundation in Gulf

Dr. Garrett Schwarzman

Breeze, Florida.

He earned his Doctor of Medicine degree from the
University of Illinois College of Medicine and his
undergraduate degree from the University of Wisconsin,
majoring in chemistry and history with a pre-med focus.

Schwarzman was the team physician for Auburn
University football, UIC basketball, the AA Pensacola
Blue Wahoos and the WNBA Chicago Sky. He also
has worked closely with Team USA Volleyball, Team
USA gymnastics and multiple high school teams in the
Chicago and Pensacola areas.

An accomplished athlete, Schwarzman competed
in crew at the University of Wisconsin and is a Half-
Ironman finisher who has twice run, and finished, the
Chicago Marathon.

Graziuso named to Crowley post

Crowley has named Erika Graziuso its new
chief information officer, a key step in providing
customers efficient and sustainable digital solutions,
supporting supply chain integrity and maintaining
global competitiveness alongside its partners. In
her role, Graziuso will lead Crowley’s information

technology and digital
transformation strategy
with a key focus on digital
solutions, cybersecurity
and responsible data
management.

Graziuso previously
served as global chief
information officer for
LHH, a human resources
solutions firm, and group
senior vice president of
technology, both under
The Adecco Group.
There, she led the development of digital transformation
efforts, resulting in digital solutions to support new
market trends.

Graziuso holds a master’s degree in financial
institutions from Bocconi University in Milan, Italy,
and completed the Global Leadership Program at ISEI
Business School in Shanghai, China.

Erika Graziuso

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

How alternative investments may fit your portfolio

Submitted by Chris Thompson

The state of the markets in 2022,
where both stocks and bonds experi-
enced declines in the first half of the
year, may have you thinking about
other investing options. If you’re won-
dering how to further diversify your
portfolio, alternative investments are
one option to consider. They include
real estate, commodities, hedge funds,
private equity and private debt, and
venture capital. Before you dive in,
here’s what you should know about
these nonconventional assets. You
should also be sure to seek the advice
of a trusted financial advisor who can
help you evaluate your risk tolerance,
time horizon and whether alternatives
could have a suitable place in your

portfolio.

A different kind of investing
Alternatives, as the name implies, are
not mainstream investments, and if in-
cluded in a portfolio, should only make
up a small portion of it (no more than
15% to 20% is one rule of thumb, but
the appropriate amount may vary).
Commodities can include natural
resources such as crude oil, wheat, corn
and coffee. Trading typically occurs on
the futures market, which means the
investments are more complex than
typical securities. Real estate includes
publicly traded real estate investment
trusts (REITs), which trade on the stock
market, or private REITs, which have
different investment requirements. In-
vestors may also invest directly in land

Unmatched Compassion.
Record-Setting Results.

One of the largest injury judgments in
Florida’s history: $228 million.

or property.

Private equity, private debt, hedge
funds and venture capital are avail-
able to individual investors through
professionally managed funds. These
segments of the market were off limits
to all but the wealthiest investors and
institutions until recently. Such assets
are more accessible today than they
were in the past and, like other forms
of alternatives, can play a role in your
portfolio.

The potential benefits of alterna-
tives

The primary benefit of including al-
ternatives in your asset mix is portfolio
diversification. An effectively diversi-
fied portfolio can help you generate
more consistent investment perfor-

mance over time. Historically, some
types of alternatives have shown the
potential to hedge against the negative
impact of weaker performance periods
in stock and bond markets.

Further, alternatives may be a hedge
against higher inflation. These types of
assets have the potential to keep closer
pace with rising living costs.

Potential challenges with alterna-
tive investments

Alternative investments are a long-
term portfolio position. You need to be
certain that you won’t need to liquidate
assets early to access money committed
to alternatives.

In addition, some alternatives aren’t

INVESTMENTS continues on Page 33
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Ponte Vedra
Wellness hosts
‘before hours,
celebrates
anniversary

Ponte Vedra Wellness recently hosted a St. Johns
County Chamber of Commerce “before hours” event,
which coincided with the business celebrating its 18th
anniversary.

Photos by Susan Griffin
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Investments

Continued from 31

subject to the same level of regulatory
oversight as other securities. Be certain
you fully understand the nature of the
investment you select and the terms of the
offering.

It may not be as easy to determine
whether a specific investment is truly ap-
propriate without significant research or
professional guidance. To that end, talk

Let’s get social!

“LIKE” US ON
facebook

Stay up to date on contests,
advertising specials, and real-time
news in Ponte Vedra.

Our fans get access to exclusive
content you can’t find anywhere else!

THE

RECORDEL

to your advisor about how alternatives
can most effectively be incorporated, and
which types are a good fit, for your own
portfolio.

Chris Thompson, CFP ®, CRPC °, Associ-
ate Manager, Vice President is a Finan-
cial Advisor with Ameriprise Financial
Services, LLC. in Jacksvonville, FL. He
specializes in financial planning and
asset management strategies and has
been in practice for 29 years. To con-
tact him, chris.thompson@ampf.com,
904-708-3817, Ameripriseadvisors.com/
chris.thompson.

Investment advisory products and
services are made available through
Ameriprise Financial Services, LL(, a
registered investment adviser.
Investment products are not insured by
the FDIC, NCUA or any federal agency,
are not deposits or obligations of, or
guaranteed by any financial institu-
tion, and involve investment risks
including possible loss of principal and
fluctuation in value.

Ameriprise Financial and its affiliates
do not offer tax or legal advice. Con-
sumers should consult with their tax
advisor or attorney regarding their spe-
cific situation.

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC.
Member FINRA and SIPC.

© 2022 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All
rights reserved.

Bambiz

Continued from 27

He agreed but offered his ser-
vices for free because he wanted
to get educated in the field before
charging a fee. Soon, it became
apparent that he really knew his
stuff because his efforts on behalf
of these lawyers succeeded.

“It was just one of those things
in life where you’re like: Wow, |
guess this is where [ was meant to
be,” he said.

Friends suggested that he
charge for his work, so in 2016
he left his job and replaced his
salary supplying marketing for
attorneys. He became educated
in elder law and estate planning
and today has amassed enough
knowledge that he said he could
probably run one of the educa-
tional workshops himself.

And his hard work has paid
off. Bambiz is now one of the top
marketing agencies for elder law
and estate planning attorneys.

The link

Bambiz has been with the link
since it opened its doors in No-
catee in 2021.

Blake and his family had
moved to Northeast Florida from

Miami, where he had an office at
WeWork, a provider of co-work-
ing spaces.

When he heard that the link — a
business incubator, co-working
space and community centerpiece
that offers a variety of programs
— would soon open, he made in-
quiries and was pleased with what
he learned.

He started by acquiring a dedi-
cated desk at the new facility.

“I liked it so much that I up-
graded to the office,” he said.

One appeal of the link is its
propinquity. It’s close enough to
his home that Blake can walk to
work, or ride a golf cart or scooter
there.

“I can get back and forth be-
tween my house and here in less
than five minutes,” he said.

The link, located at 425 Town
Plaza Ave., also offers a lot of
fun activities, and Blake said
his daughter has participated in
its Kids Night Out, while he has
taken her to the Daddy-Daughter
Dances.

“It’s pretty cool,” Blake said.
“My daughter knows I work here,
but she also knows that she has
fun times playing here.”

To learn more about Bambiz,
go to bambiz.net. To learn more
about the link, go to thelink.zone.

R. Scott Costantino
Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

R. Scott Costantino

The Costantino Law Firm, P.A.
6 East Bay Street, Suite 304
Jacksonville , FL 32202

(904) 355-3023

costantinolawfirm.com
scott@costantinolawfirm.com

The Costantino Law Firm, P.A.

Scott Costantino is Board Certified by the Florida Bar
in Civil Trial Law. He is also Board Certified in Civil
Trial Advocacy by the National Board of Trial Advo-
cacy. He has received an AV rating from the Martin-
dale-Hubbell Law Directory and has over 33 years’
experience in civil trial practice.

Mr. Costantino has been inducted into the Interna-
tional Society of Barristers and serves on its Board of
Governors. He is also a member of the American Board
of Trial Advocates and was selected as the ABOTA~-
Jacksonville Chapter’s Lawyer of the Year for 2012. He
served as the statewide President for FLABOTA in 2019
and is currently an ABOTA National Board Represen-
tative.

Mr. Costantino has been selected by his peers for inclu-
sion in the publication The Best Lawyers in America.

The Costantino Law Firm, P.A. has also been named
a Best Law Firm in Jacksonville by U.S. News - Best
Lawyers® “Best Law Firms” for 2023. Mr. Costantino
has also been selected for inclusion in Super Lawyers
magazine.

The Chester Bedell Inn of Court has designated Mr.
Costantino as a Master of the Bench. He has also been
named a Life Member of the Million Dollar Advocates
Forum.

Mr. Costantino represents clients in complex personal
injury matters, including wrongful death, professional
liability as well as car, trucking, motorcycle, scooter,
one wheel and bicycle accident cases. Mr. Costantino
received his undergraduate and law degrees from the
University of Florida. He is the managing shareholder
of The Costantino Law Firm, P.A.
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Reception planned for Nov. 4

By Shaun Ryan

The Grand Bohemian Gallery in St. Augustine will
host a reception Friday, Nov. 4, for expressionist-col-
orist Jean Claude Roy to mark the opening of his “20th
Annual Art Tour” exhibit. The exhibit will showcase
Roy’s latest works.

The artist was born in 1948 in Rochefort-sur-Mer,
located on France’s western coast. He is a highly ac-
complished artist on the international stage, known for
his dramatic, vibrant landscapes painted in oil using a
palette knife technique.

At the age of 7, Roy knew he wanted to be an artist.
As a teenager, he took a job as an apprentice electrician
on a cable-repair boat. Over his subsequent years at sea,
his artistic interests settled upon landscapes. By 1973,
he was selling his paintings in galleries, and, in 1974,
he had his first solo exhibition.

His work reflects the season, the weather, the stories

In the Arts'
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of passers-by, his mood and a “feeling of the place.” It
serves as both a page in his diary and a tribute to the
places he paints, including scenes from the Nation’s
Oldest City. Viewing his works, one is held by his bold
choice of colors and dramatic placement of structures
and human activity amidst natural surroundings.

In the late 1980s, Roy began adding an iconic sun to
his landscapes. His sun is not round but rather appears
as the human eye perceives it while trying not to stare
into its painful brightness.

Roy divides his time between France and Newfound-
land. He is a featured artist in galleries located in Kes-
sler Collection hotels across the United States.

Both the reception and exhibit are free and open to
the public.

The reception will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. Nov. 4.
The exhibit will be open at the gallery from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. daily, Nov. 4-30.

The Grand Bohemian Gallery is located at 49 King
St. in St. Augustine’s historic district at the iconic Casa
Monica Resort & Spa.

Send your arts news to
news@pontevedrarecorder.com

www.PonteVedraRecorder.com

Contributed photo
New paintings by Jean Claude Roy will be featured in the “20th
Annual Art Tour” exhibit on display Nov. 4-30 at the Grand Bohe-
mian Gallery. An artist reception will take place 6-8 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 4.

NOCATEE YOUTH DRAMA
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First Coast Cultural Center

)

i

/%/%zmém
theatre & dining

& IMPROV CLASS!

Saturdays from 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM
Kids 9+, all experience levels welcome
Learn from a former Disney coach!

REGISTER IN ADVANCE ONLINE

FIRSTCOASTCULTURALCENTER.ORG
OR CALL TONI THOMAS 904-280-0614 X 1206

GETYOU

NOCATEE
HEALTH VILLAGE
351 TOWN
CENTER PLAZA

Award-winning vocalist, instrumental-
ist and songwriter Curtis Salgado, the
man NPR calls “an icon” with “a huge

Blues artist Curtis
Salgado to perform

voice,” will perform with his band at
Cafe Eleven in St. Augustine on Sunday,
Nov. 6. Salgado’s latest album, “Dam-
age Control,” is being hailed as the best

A
A

R TICKETS TODAY!
904-641-1212 | alhambrajax.com ﬂm&fmx«twﬂm?m Conten/
12000 Beach Boulevard

(oe] || [cqhiele] |

THE
ROCKY HORROR

SHOW LIVE

Select dates in October

WHITE
CHRISTMAS

Nov. 17 - Dec. 24

of his long career. Produced by Salgado,
“Damage Control” is packed with soul-

searching, street-smart, vividly detailed,
instantly memorable songs.

With a career spanning more than
three decades, Salgado, a seven-time
winner of the Blues Music Award for
Soul Blues Male Artist of The Year
(most recently in 2022), is a one-of-a-
kind talent whose music is as compel-
ling as his story. From co-fronting The
Robert Cray Band to leading his own
band (and recording nine solo albums)
to helping transform John Belushi into
“Joliet” Jake Blues to touring the coun-
try with Steve Miller and Santana, he is
a true musical giant.

The concert will begin at 8 p.m. Nov.
6 at Café Eleven, 501 A1A Beach Blvd.,
St. Augustine. Tickets are $30 in ad-
vance and $35 day of show. For tickets
and more information, go to original-
cafell.com/curtis-salgado-nov-6-2022.
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Send your sports news to
@ news@pontevedrarecorder.com

For LIVE Sports and updates,
follow our Twitter, @PVR_sports

www.PonteVedraRecorder.com

Romano’s extra point sends
Sharks past Panthers in overtime

By Anthony Richards

Regulation was just not enough when
the Ponte Vedra Sharks and Nease Pan-
thers met on the football field Oct. 28, as
the Sharks wound up beating their rival
35-34 in overtime following a touchdown
run from Brian Case and an extra point by
Mark Romano.

“It had been 426 days (since last year’s
loss to Nease),” Senior linebacker Trooper
Price said. “T just want to thank my Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ for giving me the
ability to play football. I’ll never take any-
thing for granted.”

As soon as Romano’s kick sailed through
the uprights, Ponte Vedra students stormed
the field and shared in the celebration with
players and coaches.

“Your emotions are just flying every-
where, especially in big rivalry games like
this,” Romano said.

It is a game that those in the stadium
either on the sidelines or in the stands will
not soon forget.

As with most memorable games, it
was a roller coaster of momentum swings
throughout. Below is a look back at each
of the swings that took place along the
journey:

Momentum swing No. 1

As with many classic games, it went
through its share of momentum swings, and
it all started with the Sharks jumping out to
a 14-0 lead thanks to a 40-yard touchdown
from quarterback Ben Burk and Brian Case
punching it in from a yard out.

Momentum swing No. 2

However, the Panthers were quick to
punch back and put together two masterful
scoring drives of their own that resulted in
Marcus Stokes taking off for touchdowns
of 7 and 25 yards respectively to cut the
deficit to one, 14-13 after a missed extra
point.

Momentum swing No. 3

The Sharks extended their lead to 21-13
heading into halftime as Burk conducted
a late drive to end the half and capped it
off with a perfectly placed ball to tight end
Landon Okla, who got behind the defense
on a wheel route.

“Everyone that played in the game last

year told us about how much it hurt, and
we knew we needed to do something to
make up for that,” Ponte Vedra junior
defensive back Joe Mahoney said.

Momentum swing No. 4

The Panthers offense tied the contest at
21-all heading into the fourth quarter as
Stokes found a streaking Maddox Spencer
down the middle of the field for a 28-yard
scoring strike. He then connected with
Gavin Gmeiner standing alone in the end
zone for a successful two-point conversa-
tion to knot things up.

Momentum swing No. 5

Just when the Sharks needed an answer,
Burk took to the air and hit Wyatt Rogers
on a pair of deep balls, the second of which
resulted in a touchdown to put the Sharks
back up 28-21 early in the fourth quarter.

SHARKS continues on Page 38

Photos by Anthony Richards
Ponte Vedra’s James Richardson hits Marcus Stokes of Nease in the backfield.
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Sharks ride wave of momentum into states

By Anthony Richards \ l \ Il ‘ 1 Fl
The Ponte Vedra girls swimming team ' 4 :' : .

continues to rack up the hardware as they
followed up their district title by winning the
Region 1-3A championship.

The Sharks’ strength in relay competitions
continues to stand out as once again they won
the 200 medley relay with the team of Annie
Wholgemuth, Annabelle MacAdams, Mary
Agnes Smith and Penny Zarczynski combining
to do so.

Another powerful grouping was the 200
freestyle relay team of Zarczynski, Sophie
Fox, Kate Pelot and Wholgemuth, which
proved too much for the rest of the competi-
tion and took home the victory in the category.

Just like she did at districts, Wholgemuth
won both the 100 butterfly and 100 backstroke
and proved that she will have something to say
when it comes to those disciplines at the state
meet, which will take place in Stuart Nov. 4.

MacAdams doubled up her success at re-
gionals with a win in the 100 breaststroke.

Several Sharks had stellar performances
and the depth of the team is one of the main
reasons why they continue to win competition
after competition and will have a shot to keep
it going at states.

The strong performances included Zarczyn-
ski with a pair of runner-up showings in the 50
free and 100 freestyle and Agnes Smith finish-
ing second in the 200 freestyle and third in the
100 butterfly.

Pelot finished behind Zarczynski with third
place in the 50 free and also claimed a runner-
up in the 100 backstroke.

It was all Sharks in the 100 breaststroke, as
Liv Copland followed MacAdams for a 1-2
finish in the event.

Fox, Pelot, Valentina Fraga and Copland
also combined for a runner-up finish in the 400
freestyle relay.

The success the Sharks have had to this
point has them riding a wave of momentum
and with that comes and excitement for what
the states could present.

They head to the state competition as one of
the favorites to bring home a state team title
and will have the shot at several other indi-
vidual titles.

wmOLD) (904)370-1300

IN “=* NEW Honda HondaOfTheAvenues.com H@

OF THE ANEMUES
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Jessica Shattles and Chelsea Sutton leap to block a shot at the net against Tallahassee Chiles

in the regional quarterfinals.

Photos by Anthony Richards
Zeta Washington was one of the senior leaders on this year’s team.

Legacy of leadership left behind by
Shark volleyball seniors

By Anthony Richards

This year’s postseason run came up
shorter than what both Ponte Vedra High
volleyball fans and players have become
accustomed to in recent years following
a loss on the road to New Smyrna Beach,
26-24, 24-26, 25-20, 20-25, 15-13, in the
Class 6A regional semifinals Oct. 29.

It was a hard-fought battle that the
Sharks took the distance but came up just
shy of victory in the fifth game.

This playoff run was the last for a
group of seniors that experienced so
much success and memorable times
together throughout their high school
careers.

Zeta Washington, Jessica Shattles,
Ava-Grace Redick and Priya Rajhansa
combined to make going on deep runs the
norm within the program, including win-
ning two straight state titles and playing
in three consecutive state championship
games.

Prior to the narrow loss to New Smyrna
Beach, the Sharks looked the part and
had everything clicking against a visiting
Tallahassee Chiles squad that they were
able to pounce on from the beginning and
sweep in three sets.

“I feel like we played one of the
best games we had ever played against
Chiles,” Shattles said. “Everybody on the
team was just playing so well together
and as a team.”

One of the unique things about this
year’s squad is the number of young
players that found themselves as major
contributors by season’s end.

“Our lineup was really different from
the beginning of the season, and we had
to work through a bunch of different
things, but we eventually found that per-
fect lineup and it just happens to include

a lot of young players.”

The mix of both the veteran and youth-
ful talent was something that the seniors
on the team really came to appreciate.

“We had a lot of new faces this year,
but it was really exciting to see these girls
as they come into the program,” Redick
said.

Some of the positions where a youth
movement took place this year included
a freshman libero in Avery Webb and a
sophomore right side in Ryan Murphy.

“For us (seniors) we’re kind of used to
how it goes, because we’ve been to states
every year, but it’s been fun to see their
curiosity as they encountered it for the
first time,” Redick said.

According to Zeta Washington, the
questions from the younger players to
the upperclassmen have been endless at
times, but ones that she welcomed with
open arms.

“These young souls definitely bring a
different dynamic to the team,” Washing-
ton said. “As seniors sometimes we tend
to be a little more serious, but all these
young girls are so goofy, and they make
the energy on the court do much better.”

In fact, it found her looking back as a
senor and reminiscing about when she
was a young freshman and pondering the
journey she has made to get to the point
where she is at in her career with an op-
portunity to play at the college level on
the horizon.

“It’s great knowing that I could be a
mentor to them and do what I can to help
them succeed and grow,” Washington
said.

That legacy of leadership that the
senior class has put forth this year is
something special and a building block
that head coach John Goings will look to
maintain into the future.

Ava-Grace Redick digs a ball while freshman Avery Webb and sophomore Avery Meide look on.
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ACROSS

1. The central bank of the
us

4. Direct one’s ambitions
10. Only

11.“Nothing ventured,
nothing __"

12.Lead

14. Returned material
authorization (abbr.)

15. Indicates the pitch of
notes

16. Set up to blame

18. States of rest
22.Complete

23.Be around longer than
24. Instructs

26. Childless (abbr.)

27. Coffee machines do it
28.Bowfin

30. A group separate from
established Church

31. Soviet Socialist
Republic

34. Mends with a needle
36.When you hope to get
there

37.Popular 80’s pop duo
39. Beloved Mexican dish
40. Extremely small
amount

41. Special therapy

42. Cause to move slowly
48. A person’s natural
height

50. Elicited

51. Legislator

52.Baking ingredient

53. Sandwich store

54. Peyton’s little brother
55. Southeast

56. Popular Mexican beer
58.Baglike structure in a
plant or animal

59. Car body manufacturer
60. Midway between south
and southeast

DOWN

1. Colorless volatile acid
2. A way to tangle
3.Jam rock band devotee
4.The nation’s highest
lawyer (abbr.)
5.Inviolable

6. Collision

7.Clumsy

8.Bends again
9.“Pollock” actor Harris
12. Flew off!

13. Soft creamy white
cheese

17. Comedienne Gasteyer
19. Exclamation used for
emphasis

20. Expel from one’s
property

21. Philly transit body
25. Small amount of

something

29. Retirement account
31.Holey type of cheese
32.Young pig

33. Climbing palm

35. Discomfort

38. Bullfighter

41. High-level computer
language

43. Fleshy extensions
above the throat

44, Request

45, Equal to 10 meters
(abbr.)

46. Bruce and Spike are
two

47. Precipice

49. Wombs

56. A radio band
57.Emphasizes an amount

5|7

3 8

7

Level: Advanced

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Photos by Anthony Richards

Ben Burk (No. 12) surveys the field while in the pocket.

Sharks

Continued from 35

Momentum swing No. 6

Samuel Milton and the Panthers had a
response of their own. The senior running
back ran hard all game and broke free for
some chunk plays during the drive, includ-
ing capping it off with a touchdown to tie it
at 28 with 5:13 to play.

Momentum swing No. 7

Mahoney flies in from the left side of
the line and blocks a field goal attempt that
could have given the Panthers the lead with
2:40 left.

“I told my coach to let me go and I could
get there,” Mahoney said. “I knew I could
get around the edge and he trusted in me,
and I made a play.”

Momentum swing No. 8

The Sharks had a shot at their own field
goal attempt to win the game, but it went
wide left as time expired and the game
went to overtime.

Momentum swing No. 9

Nease had possession first in the over-
time period and Stokes punched it in from
fourth and goal from a yard out. However,

Nick Severt (No. 71) of Nease and Robbie
Grieco (No. 48) of Ponte Vedra battle one-
on-one.

the Panthers misplay the extra point at-
tempt and only lead by six points, 34-28.

Momentum swing No. 10

Case proved once again that he has a
nose for the endzone with his second rush-
ing touchdown on the night and Romano
made up for missing the field goal at the
end of regulation by burying the extra point
and securing the monumental victory for
the Sharks.

“I just had to bring my hopes back up,
because I knew that my teammates were
going to need me,” Romano said. “They
believed in me, and walking out there, |
knew I would get it.”

The Nease student section was noisy throughout the game.
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CLASSIFIED RATES 2022

All Line Ads are 4 lines,

20 to 25 Characters Per Line.
*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

Private Party Line Rates

«$14.00 1 week « $23.00 2 weeks
« $31.00 3 weeks « $37.50 4 weeks
Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV's, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

MONDAY NOON

+$22.501

(Animals, Cars,

Commercial Line Rates

week « $39.00 2 weeks

« $55.50 3 weeks « $70.00 4 weeks
Add lines $2.15 each

Renting or Selling a Home or

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate

1x2 (2"x2") $40.50/1 wk + $70.00/2 wks. « $100/3 wks.
1x3 (2"x3") $61.50/1 wk. « $112.00/2 wks. + $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4"x2") $82.00/1 wk. + $153.00/2 wks. + $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4"x3") $123.00/1 wk. «$225/2 wks. « $300/3 wks.

Message to Advertisers:

All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy
the first week of publication. We will only apply credit
for the first run and credits are subject to approval by
the Publisher. If ad is cancelled prior to first insertion,
cancellation must be made by the classified deadline
of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal,
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x4 $96.52/month
1.5x6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder
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FRIDAY 5PM 904-285-7232

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

***ESTATE SALES BY***
**FAYE & ASSOCIATES***
Julington Creek Plantation -
Nov. 3rd, 4th & 5th 8am-2pm

488 East Kelsey Dr. 6,000 sq.
ft. of luxury. See estatesales.net
for pictures & details

Education

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI! Get
Trained, Certified & ready to work
in months! Call 855-738-9684. (M-F
8am-6pm ET). Computer with inter-
net is required.

Miscellaneous

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/
unmatched clarity. TV Ears Origi-
nal - originally $129.95 - now w/this
special offer only $59.95 w/code
MCB59! 1-888-805-0840

11OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIB-
SON, FENDER, MARTIN, etc.
1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-
433-8277

Protect your home from pests
safely and affordably. Pest, rodent,
termite and mosquito control. Call
for a quote or inspection today 844-
394-9278

«~* Washington DC

DC Cherry Blossom Tour
March 31 - April 4, 2023
Home games for the Washington
Nationals, New York Yankees and
Boston Red Sox. Tour begins in
Washington DC and ends in

Boston, Ma.

~BASEBALL-

Guided tours of NYC, Philadelphia, DC &

Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous

Wanted to Buy

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring our free
shower package & $1600 off - limit-
ed time! Financing available. 1-855-
417-1306

MobileHelp, America’s premier
mobile medical alert system.
Whether you’re home or away. For
safety & peace of mind. No long term
contracts! Free brochure! 1-888-

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet.
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Promo Expires
1/21/23. 1-866-479-1516

Vivint. Smart security. Profession-
ally installed. One connected system
for total peace of mind. Free profes-
sional installation! Four free months
of monitoring! Call to customize
your system. 1-833-841-0737

Become a published author. We
want to read your book! Dorrance
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion &
distribution. Call for free author’s
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-

489-3936

ranceinfo.com/ads

Attention Homeowners! If you
have water damage and need
cleanup services, call us! We’'ll get in
& work with your insurance agency
to get your home repaired and your
life back to normal ASAP! 855-767-

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast
internet no matter where you live.
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle
TV & Internet. Free Installation. Call
866-499-0141

7031

Switch and save up to $250/yr on
talk, text & data. No contract or hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk & text with
flexible data plans. Premium nation-
wide coverage. 100% U.S. based
customer service. Limited time get
$50 off any new account. Use code
GIFT50. 1-855-903-3048

The Generac PWRcell solar plus
battery storage system. Save
money, reduce reliance on grid,
prepare for outages & power your
home. Full installation services. $0
down financing option. Request free
no obligation quote. 1-877-539-0299

East Coast Tour
August 18- August 27, 2023
Home games for Washington
Nationals, Aberdeen Iron Birds, Balti-
more Orioles, Philadelphia Phillies, NY
Yankees, NY Mets & Boston Red Sox.
Little League World Series!

Baltimore. Tour begins in Washington
DC & ends in Boston.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able. Call: 855-761-1725

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-833-610-1936

by

Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veterans.
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Prepare for power outages today
with a GENERAC home standby
generator $0 Down + Low Monthly
Pmt Request a free Quote. Call be-
fore the next power outage: 1-855-
948-6176

Other

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN. FAST FREE PICKUP. 24
hour response. Running or not.
Maximum Tax Deduction and No
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:

WANT TO BUY - Basic, flat bed knit-
ting machine. Used or new. Must
be in working condition. Local. Call

(904) 343-6136

Health, Beauty &
Fitness

Attention oxygen therapy us-
ers! Inogen One G4 is capable of
full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-
9587

Dental insurance - Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Cov-
ers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free
dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Es-
pafol

866-471-2576

Medical

Travel

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call
Flight Services for best pricing on
domestic & international flights
inside and from the US. Serving
United, Delta, American & South-
west and many more airlines. Call
for free quote now! Have travel
dates ready! 866-245-7709

Are you receiving SSDI/SSI
benefits?
You may be eligible for
additional benefits.

CALL US TODAY

Each starting/ending location is near a hotel with free shuttle to/from major airport
Tours include deluxe motor coach transportation, add. sightseeing opportunities and quality game ticketshotels

www.bobsbaseballtours.com|507-217-1326

888-490-6616

CITIZENSDISABILITY  SINCE2010 CITIZENSDISABLLITY.COM

To advertise in the Worship Directory
call April at 904-285-8831

T4
S

DIRECTORY /
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. Lord of Life |[
wWLutheran Church

Y

Worship service beld in an open-air building i

A simple place for reflection, surrounded by nature.

Come as you are. All are welcome — even dogs.
Sundays at 9:45 a.m.

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach | I' i

(904) 285-5347 « www.LordofLifePVB.org "

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative to
high drug store prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial-Only $99! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

Home
Improvements

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE
in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 855-919-2509

Aidache 4

Home
Improvements

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY! Superior qual-
ity bath and shower systems at AF-
FORDABLE PRICES! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs. Call
Now! 888-460-2264

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient
to shop from home. Professional
installation. Top quality - Made in
the USA. Call for free consulta-
tion: 866-636-1910. Ask about our
specials!

BCI Walk In Tubs are now on
SALE! Be one of he first 50 callers
and save $1,500! CALL 888-687-
0415 for a free in-home consultation.

Thinking of
Advertising
in the
Recorder?

For more
information
call
(904) 285-8831
to speak with
a Sales Rep. today!
\_ J

outages today

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions.
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
(866) 643-0438

Prepare for power

WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a ful list ofterms and conditions.

GENERAC
—_— T

I
FREE |,
TYear Extended o

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

1 GENERAC
e —

“LIKE” US ON
facebook.

Stay up to date on contests, advertising

specials, and real-time news in Ponte Vedra.
Our fans get access to exclusive content
you can’t find anywhere else!
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Professional Women’s Golf Returns to Northeast Florida!

Generation W Links to Leadership Summit | Charity Pro Am | Junior Clinic
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MURGADO JACKSONVILLE access Hospital Energy
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Oo @PXGWMPC « @ECWPGT * #AINTNOMINITOUR - #MAKEGOLFYOURTHING

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS @ PXGWMPC.COM



