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Jeff Bridges stars in the FX espionage-drama series 
“The Old Man,” premiering Thursday.

‘The Old Man’ 
gives Jeff Bridges his first series
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Noura’s Mediterranean Cuisine offers authentic food and gives customers the option to eat in or grab and go. Read more on page 2.

Middle Eastern culture Middle Eastern culture 
in every bitein every bite

Few spots left.
Culinary • Coding • Tumble Dance
Sapna Academy Creative • Lego®

Robotics • Fencing • Mathmagicians

Ages
5 to 14

Scan the QR Code 
to learn more

Business Expo

Free
Event

JULY 15, 2022
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Book your
table now!

Be a Part of Our
1st Year Anniversary!

I’ll combine your 
home & auto. You save.
It’s called service.
Jonathan A Gibbs, Agent
Bus: 904-834-7312
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Contact Me

Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969

904.998.9992 lotusofjacksonville.com

Pre-order your 
2023 Emira today.

904.998.9992 worldimportsusa.com

European Auto Repair Experts

INSIDE: CHECK IT OUT!
The Recorder’s Entertainment 

EXTRA featuring TV listings,
 streaming information, 

puzzles and more! 

CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!
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Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of 
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —  
we’ll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to  
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at  
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

BRIEFS

Writing dialogue is topic of writers group 
meeting

Writer, branding expert, speaker and hu-
morist Erik Deckers returns to discuss writing 
compelling dialogue. Deckers will present 
“He Said, She Said: The Secrets of Writing 
Solid Dialogue” at the June 18 meeting of the 
FWA Ponte Vedra Writers group. The meet-
ing will be held at 2 p.m. at the Ponte Vedra 
Branch Library.

“Dialogue lets you illustrate themes and 
convey ideas through a character’s verbal 
response to the situations and people they en-
counter,” said Deckers. “Your characters can 
express deep emotions with what they say, 
sometimes more than they can with unspo-
ken actions and unvoiced feelings. Without 
dialogue, you don’t have a story, you have 
an essay. But writing dialogue can be quite 
tricky, and it’s an art unto itself.”

Deckers is the co-author of “Branding 
Yourself: How to Use Social Media to Invent 
or Reinvent Yourself” along with other social 
media books. He’s recently published his first 
humor novel, “Mackinac Island Nation.” He’s 
been blogging since 1997 and been a pub-
lished writer for more than 27 years.

The Ponte Vedra Writers group is part of 
the Florida Writers Association, a statewide, 
non-profit organization with nearly 1,500 
members dedicated to the support of both 
aspiring and published writers in any genre.

The June 18 meeting is free and open to 
members and non-members alike. For infor-
mation on FWA, go to floridawriters.org.

Municipal Service District announces 
meeting change

The Municipal Service District of Ponte 
Vedra Beach has given notice of meeting time 
change for the remainder of year 2022. The 
monthly meetings on the second Monday of 
the month will now begin at 5:30 p.m. and 
will be held at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch 
Library. An agenda for the meeting can be 
obtained at www.pvmsd.org or by contacting 
Ann Jurenovich at pvmsd@comcast.net

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, any person requiring 
special accommodations to participate in 
any of these meetings is asked to advise the 
district at least five days before the meeting 
by contacting Ann Jurenovich at pvmsd@
comcast.net.

Library announces summer reading 
program

The St. Johns County Public Library 
System is encouraging youth and adults to 
participate in “The Best Summer at Your 
Library” summer reading program, June 13 
through Aug. 6. The program includes virtual 
and in-person opportunities that are fun for 
the whole family.

Readers of all ages are invited to pick up 
their free reading logs from any library branch 
or track their progress virtually through the 
READsquared app. Participants may earn free 
books for every six days read on logs or 60 
points reached on READsquared. 

In addition, the library system is host-
ing the second annual “Amp up the Magic” 
show with magician Mark Alan at 10 a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m. June 30 at the St. Augustine 
Amphitheatre located at 1340C A1A South. 
Registration is on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Attendees are encouraged to bring 
chairs or beach towels and bug spray for this 
free outdoor event. Register at sjcpls.org/the-
best-summer-22. 

“The Best Summer at Your Library” is 
sponsored by multiple Friends of the Library 
groups.

To learn more about the summer reading 
program and how to register for the variety of 
programs, contact your local branch library or 
go to sjcpls.org.
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Contributed photo
Published author Erik Deckers will give a 
presentation on compelling dialogue at the 
meeting of the Ponte Vedra Writers group.
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UNDER CONTRACTPonte Vedra Cul-de-sac
A wonderful opportunity to live in Ponte 

Vedra ‘’proper’’, on the water. This property is 
priced at lot value but has opportunities for 
renovation, if preferred. The home located 

on a cul-de-sac with no drive by traffic. Just 
2.5 blocks to beach access.  Water pumped 
from lake for landscaping is grandfathered 
in. Dock and gazebo also grandfathered in.

4 Bedrooms, 3  Bathrooms,  
1 Half Bathroom  $2,650,000

TPC Seven Mile Drive
A rare opportunity to live on the  
sought-after Seven Mile Drive.  

This well-maintained home includes  
5 bedrooms, 4 full baths and a screened 

lanai with eastern exposure in a  
beautifully treed setting overlooking  

the Pete Dye TPC Valley Course.  
This won’t last long!

5 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms,  
  $1,700,000

This is your opportunity to purchase one of the coveted condominiums at The Colony at 
Ponte Vedra. East of A1A with a sidewalk all the way to the beach, this 2 BR 2 BR, fully 

renovated unit is waiting for you. Kitchen is loaded with marble countertops, SS appliances 
and deep kitchen sink. Waterproof vinyl plank flooring throughout, barn doors and updated 

bathrooms. Unit comes with garage and washer and dryer. Great investment property,  
use as a guest house or secure for your forever abode with ground level easy access.  

You cannot go wrong with this unit!

East of A1A

 2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathsrooms, $340,000

PRICE REDUCTION

Luxury Intracoastal Estate
This is your opportunity to purchase one of the coveted condominiums at The Colony at 
Ponte Vedra. East of A1A with a sidewalk all the way to the beach, this 2 BR 2 BR, fully 

renovated unit is waiting for you. Kitchen is loaded with marble countertops, SS appliances 
and deep kitchen sink. Waterproof vinyl plank flooring throughout, barn doors and updated 

bathrooms. Unit comes with garage and washer and dryer. Great investment property,  
use as a guest house or secure for your forever abode with ground level easy access.  

You cannot go wrong with this unit!

 5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathsrooms, 4 Half Baths, $7,995,000

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!
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CALL NOW! (904) 574-5964
Jacksonville Beaches: 252 Solana Rd., Ponte Vedra Beach

Atlantic Beach: 599 Atlantic Blvd., Ste. 1, Atlantic Beach

*not applicable on 
medical programs

6 WEEK 
PROGRAM 
FOR ONLY $99*

OVERWEIGHT?OVERWEIGHT?
Call Today!
Kiz has lost 21 lbs and 15.5 inches!
• New accelerated weight loss 

programs for quick weight loss
• Medically approved
• Easy to follow

Before After

Shredding Event supports local charities
The Palm Valley Rotary Club recently held its An-

nual Community Shredding Event in the Ponte Vedra 
Branch Vystar Credit Union parking lot. Traffic flow 
was steady as locals lined up to take advantage of this 
opportunity while supporting local charities, includ-
ing Peace of Heart community in Ponte Vedra Beach.

The Rotary Club thanked those who turned out 
to support the effort and its sponsors, Cyndi King at 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network 
Realty, River City Capitol Investments and Masters, 
Smith & Wisby, P.A.

Altogether more than 3,600 pounds of sensitive 
documents were shredded.

Horton Hickerson, Club President Zeke Paxton, Janeene Hart, 
Carol Maurer, Lois Remolde, Susan Golding, Waine Banyas, Phil 
Jones and Dave Howie.

Contributed photos
Palm Valley Rotarians assist local residents with the large 
shredding project.
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SAINT AUGUSTINE, FL (KSGJ)
www.FlyJaxJets.com • (855) 529-5387

Your Vision Jet to the Florida Keys & Key West! 
Bahamas coming Summer 2022!

• Covered valet parking
• Private & secure facility dispatching 

w/ executive sky lounge
• Brand new fleet w/ auto land & 

parachute recovery system
• Established operator since April 2009
• Starting at $2,750 / hour
• Seating up to 6   • Pet friendly

OBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Sandra Kay Brum
Sandra Kay Brum, 77 of Ponte Vedra 

Beach, FL died May 15, 2022. She was 
born in Fort Smith, Arkansas to the late 
Bernice and Robert Peel. She graduated 
early and at the top of her class from 
Fort Smith High School and went on 
to receive her Nursing Diploma from 
St. Edwards Mercy Hospital School of 
Nursing in Fort Smith. She held vari-
ous positions as a registered nurse and 
enjoyed working in hospital obstetrics 

and neonatal care in Hannibal, Missouri. 
She earned a bachelor’s degree in Health 
Arts at the College of St. Francis, her 
Education Certificate at Georgia State 
University and her Master’s in Health 
Services Administration with an empha-
sis in Marketing from Central Michigan 
University.  

Her family moved to Georgia in 1983 
and she became a practical nursing in-
structor at Henry County High School in 
McDonough. From 1986 to 1997, Sandy 
was the executive vice president of mar-
keting for Health Images, a public com-
pany that owned and operated outpatient 
diagnostic imaging centers in the U.S. 
and U.K. She managed national sales 
and training and directed all company 
operations relating to marketing. Sandy 
created, recruited, and acted as the liaison 
for the national physician advisory board 
along with negotiating physician and 
managed care contracts. In 1997, Sandy 
joined P.E.T Net Pharmaceutical Services 
as vice president of marketing where she 
developed a marketing program focused 
on nuclear medicine, radiology, oncology, 
cardiology, and neurology. She moved 
to Ponte Vedra Beach in 2000 as execu-
tive vice president of CSCM, Inc. where 
she developed the company’s policy 
and procedure manuals and trained and 
supervised medical employees for facili-
ties achieving Ambulatory Health Care 

Accreditation.
Sandy retired in 2014 and continued 

consulting and staying active in the 
healthcare industry and on various boards 
including the Sawgrass Beach Condo As-
sociation and North Florida Republican 
Committee. She was a proud Mom and 
Grandmother, and she loved the water, 
swimming, boating, playing golf and 
walking on the beach. Sandy enjoyed col-
lecting shark’s teeth and sea glass, finding 
sea turtle nests, listening to music (espe-
cially country music), dancing, traveling, 
and most of all she loved being with her 
family and friends. She was the life of the 
party, and her beautiful smile and brown 
eyes will be missed by all.

Sandy is survived by her son Bryan 
(Rhonda) of Atlanta, GA, her daughter 
Elizabeth (Andy Bayman) of Atlanta, 
GA, her grandchildren Jeffrey (Aubrey) 
Brum, Ellen Brum, Julia White, JB White 
and Thomas Bayman, and her beloved 
companion Dr. Michel S. Pawlowski of 
St. Augustine Beach, FL.

A funeral mass will be held at Cathe-
dral Basilica of St. Augustine at 9 a.m. on 
Tuesday, June 28, 2022. A private cele-
bration of life will be held on Wednesday, 
June 29, 2022 at 10 a.m. at the Sawgrass 
Beach Club in Ponte Vedra Beach, FL. 
In lieu of flowers, the family requests a 
donation in Sandy’s memory to Vicar’s 
Landing - Employee Scholarship Fund, 

American Heart Association or Beaches 
Sea Turtle Patrol.

• Vicar’s Landing Employee Scholar-
ship Fund, 1000 Vicar’s Landing Way, 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL  32082

• American Heart Association – Online 
donations at Heart.org or mail to PO Box 
840692, Dallas, TX 75284-0692.

• Beaches Sea Turtle Patrol, Inc.-On-
line donations at https://bstp.net/donate/ 
or mail to PO Box 50723, Jacksonville 
Beach, FL 32240-0723.

Stephen Edward Bishop
Stephen Edward Bishop, 63, of Ponte 

Vedra Beach, Florida, died May 26, 2022. 
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family 
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre. 904-
249-1100 www.quinn-shalz.com

Paul Vernon Brooks
Paul Vernon Brooks, 47, of Jackson-

ville Beach, Florida, died June 1, 2022. 
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family 
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre. 
www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-1100

Joyce M. Jones
Joyce M. Jones, 85, of Jacksonville, 

Florida, died June 1, 2022. Arrangements 
by Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home 
& Cremation Centre. www.quinn-shalz.
com. 904-249-1100

Julia Vivian Potthoff
Julia Vivian Potthoff, 50, of Jack-

sonville, Florida, died March 29, 2022. 
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family 
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre. 
www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-1100

With Deepest With Deepest 
SympathySympathy

When the cares of my heart 
are many, your consolations 

cheer my soul.
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• Sunset Cruises • EcoTours
• Customized private charters 

 for all occasions

St. Augustine, FL

Cruises Available 
for individual 

guests and private
 group charters.

St. Augustine, FL

 group charters.
63’ Custom Power Catamaran

Baptist Beaches volunteer, 91, loves comforting patients
When Jerri Snavley discovered the joy 

of hospital volunteer work 42 years ago, 
she knew she had found her calling. She 
has been dedicated to bringing cheer to 
patients and families and helping to make 
their hospital stays a little easier ever 
since. 

She began her volunteer journey at 
a hospital in her Ohio hometown and 
continued it at Baptist Medical Center 
Beaches when she moved to the area 
24 years ago. The 91-year-old said she 
enjoys being able to help people while 
also feeling a strong sense of friendship 
and community. 

“All three of my sisters-in-law were 
nurses and so was my daughter, so I 
thought I’d try volunteering in a hospital 
setting,” she said. “It didn’t take long 
for me to know it was exactly what I 
wanted to do when I retired and moved to 
Florida.”   

Snavley has served in various ca-
pacities at Baptist Beaches, including 
reception, registration, administration, 
coordinator of the teen volunteer program 
and auxiliary president. Each opportunity 

allowed her to gain new skills and meet 
new people. She has also helped on the 
nursing floors and assisted the hospital 
chaplain with pastoral care. 

“A lot of the patients just want some-
body to talk to,” she said. “So, if I go to 
a room to pour water for a patient or get 
a magazine, I always linger a little bit to 
see if they want to talk, and most of the 
time they do. I have spent a lot of time 
visiting with people. I never go into a 
patient’s room in a rush — I go in relaxed 
and give them plenty of time to open up 
and say what they need to say. It helps 
the patients a lot to be able to talk.”

When Snavley’s late husband, Paul, 
became ill, she continued to volunteer at 
Baptist Beaches three days a week while 
he received dialysis treatment nearby. 
Paul Snavley was also a volunteer at 
Beaches Baptist for 20 years — it was a 
passion the couple shared. 

Jerri Snavley attributes her spryness 
and spring in her step to the purpose and 
satisfaction she finds in her volunteer 
work. She said she plans to continue 
serving for as long as she can.   

“When people ask me why I have stuck 
with it so long, I tell them it’s because 
I feel so rewarded, knowing I am doing 
something worthwhile,” Snavley said. 
“Helping people makes you feel good on 
the inside and the outside, and whatever 
you give comes back three-fold. I’ve 

completed around 40,000 volunteer hours 
in the hospital setting and I have loved 
every minute of it.”   

Anyone interested in volunteering at 
Baptist Beaches can go to baptistjax.com/
volunteer or call 904-202-2000. 

Contributed photo
Jerri Snavley has been volunteering at hospitals for 42 years, the last 24 at Baptist Medical 
Center Beaches.

COASTAL LIVING ON THE BOULEVARD
Step inside 826 Ponte Vedra Blvd and 

experience a French colonial beauty with 

4260 square feet of coastal living. The 

kitchen, living areas and master bedroom 

suite upstairs all open to verandas. The first 

floor offers a circular staircase two en-suite 

bedrooms, a family room, or 4th bedroom 

with full bath, and elevator and over 1,000 

sq. ft. garage & circular drive with gated 

entry! Offered for $3,600,000.00.

826 Ponte Vedra Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach



Ponte Vedra Recorder · June 9, 20226   ONE OF US

Alexander Kiss

Alexander Kiss is co-founder and CTO of vranda, which puts environmental, social and governance data for small- and medium-
sized businesses into the hands of stakeholders. His is one of several young businesses located at the link in Nocatee.

As told to Shaun Ryan

Tell me about your company and what it does.
vranda is a software company focused on corporate 

ESG (Environmental, Social, Governance) data. Our 
platform allows sustainability managers to collect 
relevant data, track it across departments, task 
manage and set meaningful goals to promote change. 
Examples of this type of data are carbon emissions, 
diversity across departments and also social/charitable 
contributions (to name just a few).  Our dashboard 
allows for visualization of complex inputs allowing 
stakeholders to spot patterns easier.

Tell me about your customers, not necessarily by 
name but rather by type or what qualities they 
typically share.

Our focus is on SMB’s (small-/medium-sized 
businesses) as they are under pressure to report ESG 
data to their larger customers. Our clients range from 
$50 million to $250 million in revenue, which is the 
sweet spot of a supplier that is being directly impacted 
by the impending rules. Carbon emissions has been 
targeted by the SEC recently and public companies 
will soon be mandated to report this data. Specifically, 
Scope 3 targets the supply chain of these publicly listed 
corporates, which is why the SMBs are scrambling to 
find a solution to track emissions.

How long has your company been around, and how 
did you first get the idea for it?

vranda was formed in April 2021 on Earth Day, and 
we have reached our first-year anniversary. Initially, 
our goal was to help corporates source goods from 
sustainable and diverse suppliers, but we realized that 
we can have a greater effect by broadening our reach 
and focusing on all ESG data. The vranda team is 
extremely talented, and we are excited to bring about 
meaningful change by holding companies accountable 
to their data, rather than have them “check the box” and 
move on.

What is the most rewarding part of what you do?
Working with companies that want to effect 

meaningful change is very rewarding. Coming from a 
financial background, I have seen what happens when 
profit is put above all else, and it feels like that calculus 
is now shifting. Black Rock, Vanguard and State Street 
(this trio manages $15 trillion of assets) have publicly 
stated they are focused on ESG investing. Employees 
are also declaring that they want to work for companies 
that share their values, which is putting intense pressure 
on companies in a very tight labor market.

Tell me about your affiliation with the link. How 
has it benefitted your business?

I have known Raghu (Misra, link co-founder) for 
three years and his focus on getting the link built, 
running and then giving back to the community has 
been incredibly impressive. The Nocatee area is filled 
with talented entrepreneurs and giving them a space to 
meet, share ideas and lift each other up has created a 
hub of activity and mind-share. I am excited to see how 
it crystalizes in the coming years as there is no reason 

why we can’t have amazing $100 million-plus start-ups 
hatch and grow right out of the link.

What do you like about living here in Northeast 
Florida?

It’s been a great spot to raise our kids for the last 
seven years as the community is very engaged and 
has a fantastic school system. Being near the beach is 
a nice perk while the amenities at Nocatee are truly 
impressive, and only getting better.

How do you like to spend your free time?
Mostly staying around the area, riding bikes with the 

kids and being involved with their activities. I am a part 
of some great tech meetup groups which are pushing 
Jax forward on the national scene. After travelling so 
much with my previous companies, it’s nice to remain 
in place and not to have to catch a flight every other 
week — although I think we could also all use a break 
from the incessant Zoom calls.

Contributed photo
Alexander Kiss, co-founder of vranda, gives a presentation at the link.
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| 10660 Validus Drive Jacksonville, FL 32256904.701.0691

The Art of Living
Philip and Jacqueline are loving their new Independent living

luxury apartment, living the resort lifestyle they want and
focusing on doing what makes them the happiest. 

Now that is The Art of Living!
Book your private tour today and start living!

Virtual tour at www.InspirationsAtTownCenter.com!

FDI-1916K-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

We’re more than just a great rate.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Bank-issued,  
FDIC-insured Minimum deposit

APY*

%

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 06/06/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up 
to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each 
account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs 
can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in 
market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

David C Leavitt 
Financial Advisor

816 A 1 A North Suite 208 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082-3219 
904-373-0675

2.2 $1000

1-year 

We Can Be Heroes remembers D-Day, honors veteran
By Anthony Richards

The events of June 6, 1944, also known 
as D-Day, will always play an important 
role in our nation’s history and the events 
of that day were honored during a re-
membrance brunch hosted by the We Can 
Be Heroes Foundation June 4.

The Salem Centre auditorium in 
Jacksonville was packed with people on 
hand for the annual event and to celebrate 
guest of honor Frank Pupura, who was 
a veteran of D-Day and a Purple Heart 
recipient.

Pupura played an important role as a 
boat operator on that fateful day, which 
still serves as the largest amphibious 
invasion in military history.

Only 18 years old, Pupura was respon-
sible for delivering both men and supplies 
to the Normandy shore in France.

A piece of shrapnel struck his right eye 
during his first trip to the beach, but he 
was patched up and quickly returned to 

D-DAY  continues on Page 12Photo by Anthony Richards
The “Let Freedom Sing” Choir sang various patriotic songs to open the ceremony.

Congratulations to all Ponte Vedra Graduates!

Jacksonville Business Journal 2020  
#3 Realtor in NE FL

Five Star “Best in Client Satisfaction” 2005-2021

904.382.5875
clare@clareberry.realtor

Celebrate this moment!  
As you find your path forward, 

 remember your good fortune to grow up  
            mmmmmmin a giving and caring environment.  

Here’s to your future ~  the explorations,  
the missteps and the successes.  

And remember your roots 
on  the way...  

they will hold you  
in good stead. 

Clare Berry
Northeast Florida Native!
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By Anthony Richards

There are certain moments in life that 
are seemingly more meaningful than oth-
ers and high school graduation is one of 
those.

For the 2022 senior classes at Ponte 
Vedra and Nease high schools the gradua-
tions were a culmination of years of hard 
work and signify the end of one stage and 
the beginning of another in their life’s 
journey.

“I thought I’d feel a lot different walk-
ing out of the arena after graduation or 
leaving PV for the last time, like some 
switch would flip and I’d feel all grown 
up, but that didn’t happen,” Cate Rosa 

said.
However, she did find herself looking 

back on the memories she created during 
her senior year, so many of which came in 
the final weeks.

“My favorite memories from high 
school always happened during the last 
few weeks, after exams and before the last 
day,” Rosa said. “Everyone is just playing 
cards and what not. As the classes started 
to thin out, you’d get closer with people 
you didn’t really talk to all year and that 
was fun.”

She especially remembers the times 
when she and her classmates went up to 
Gate and brought back Icee’s for their 
teachers. 

According to Nease graduate Cruz Dex-
ter, every year of high school was special 
in its own way, but what made senior year 
so unique was the hectic schedule at times 
of fun things to do and for the final time 
in the case of the seniors.

Dexter was a member of the Panthers’ 
boys lacrosse team and he will never for-
get the ride the team into the playoffs.

“It was a memorable year considering 
our lacrosse team made it farther than 
we ever have in 13 years,” Dexter said. 
“Overall, senior year was a good time and 
one of the better years in my high school 
experience thanks to lacrosse, all the 
school events and getting out of school 
early.” 

Both schools held their graduation 
ceremonies in the University of North 
Florida Arena in Jacksonville, as Ponte 
Vedra held their celebration May 28 fol-
lowed by Nease June 1.

College is up next for many graduates, 
while others have military service or other 
career endeavors they are about to pursue.

Many graduates took the time to deco-
rate the top of their caps to signify what 
their next step will be now that their high 
school days are over.

Whatever that next step is, the Ponte 
Vedra Recorder congratulates each gradu-
ate and their families on their accomplish-
ment and wishes them the best of luck 
moving forward!

Nease, Ponte Vedra send-off 2022 seniors

A happy bunch of graduates after receiving their diplomas.
Photo courtesy of Molly James 

Sarah James, Caitlin Gregory, Audrey Hackett and Lola Newman. 

Ashley Allen and family

Photo courtesy of Robin Pantoja
Teacher Jason Nettle stands beside Padraig 
Pantoja, Presley Baesler and Evan Fleischer.

Savannah Gomes, Sydney Gomes and Alli 
Fifield with Nease girls basketball coach 
Sherri Anthony.

Photo courtesy of Jenn Eidam.
Pictured from left are: Sydney Evanger, 
TaylorAnn Eidam (Summa Cum Laude) and 
Katey Kroog. 

Wilson Whitehead
Photo courtesy of Cheryl Mosley

Nathan Wozniak and Britton Mosley. 

Caleb Kramer stands with his mom Pamela 
Kramer in front of the University of North 
Florida fountain after graduation.

 Photo courtesy of Jenn Eidam
Pictured from left are: Dillion Rijsinghani, 
Kenzie Conway, Joe Hoban, Gus Jordheim 
and TaylorAnn Eidam.

SEE MORE GRADUATION PHOTOS AT PONTEVEDRARECORDER.COM
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Jacksonville beach
2400 South 3rd Street, #105
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

904 339 0309

Ponte Vedra Beach
Sawgrass Village Shopping Center

260 Front Street, #610
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904 373 0702

san marco
1966 San Marco Boulevard

Jacksonville, FL 32207
904 398 7393

miriamsjewelry.com FEATURED JEWELRY: Pink Diamond Halo Ring  •  Pink Diamond Heart Ring

How to Choose a Memorable Gift for Your Recent Grad

By Benji Rust, Miriam’s Jewelry

Graduation Day marks an important 
milestone for a student. This major ac-
complishment is certainly worth recog-
nizing with a special something. Cel-
ebrate your graduate’s achievements by 
choosing a memorable gift that reflects 
their style, age and stage of life.

 

Pass Down a Family Keepsake
Giving a family keepsake is a senti-

mental and thoughtful way to show your 
graduate you care. This item should 
be something they can always cherish, 
especially if the keepsake has a valuable 
story behind it. Memorable keepsakes 
could include family heirloom jewelry or 
pocket watches. 

Unfortunately, heirloom jewelry can 

have the tendency to stay in a jewelry 
box. You want your graduate to feel con-
nected with their family every time they 
see their gift — which means you want 
them to wear it.

Jewelry shops, such as Miriam’s Jew-
elry, can restore family heirloom pieces 
and customize them to match a graduate’s 
style. Miriam’s specializes in creating 
something old into something new. That 

way, graduates can keep their families 
close to heart with a gift they will always 
want to wear.

Consider Their Next Phase of Life
You can’t go wrong if you choose a gift 

that will prepare your graduate for their 
next chapter, especially if it also helps 

Photos provided by Miriam’s Jewelry
Jewelry that recipients want to wear for years and reminds them of the day they received it make excellent graduation gifts.

GIFTS  continues on Page 10
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX
 
State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

2001866

Get surprisingly 
great Home & 
Auto rates.

Here’s the deal, our Home and 
Auto rates are already great. 
But when you combine with 
State Farm®, you can save even 
more. Call me to discover your 
surprisingly great rates on 
Home and Auto today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

Edie Williams Ins Agcy Inc
Edie Williams, Agent
330 SR-A1A N
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL  32082
Bus: 904-425-4054
Se habla Español

them remember the one they are celebrat-
ing. 

For example, high school graduates 
— boys and girls alike — often cherish 
personalized jewelry pieces that incor-
porate their graduation year or school 
mascot. If they plan to attend college, 
consider custom gifts that will help with 
their transition, such as memorable photo 
frames, monogrammed towels or dorm 
bedding.

Many college graduates will appreciate 
a gift they can treasure into adulthood, 
such as a stunning piece of jewelry or 
well-made watch. This should be a clas-
sic piece they can wear for the rest of 
their lives. They might also enjoy gifts to 
help them start their new homes, such as 
personalized kitchenware. 

Celebrate Their Success With a 
Customized Gift

Why not give your graduate a gift that 
is completely unique to them? Customize 
their gift based on their initials, an-
ticipated field of work or personal style. 
Monogrammed journals, custom brief-
cases, or home/apartment decorations are 
all nice options.

A custom piece of jewelry is something 
your grad can keep forever. Shops like 

Miriam’s Jewelry offer a full custom jew-
elry experience that caters to the gradu-
ates’ preferences and taste. 

Make Graduation Day Memorable
A graduation from high school, college 

or graduate school is a milestone worth 
celebrating. Make the moment memora-
ble with a personalized gift that matches 
your grad’s style and personality. With a 
meaningful gift from you, your loved one 
is sure to remember this day for years to 
come. 

Benji Rust is a co-owner of Miriam’s 
Jewelry, a family-owned jewelry 
store in the Sawgrass Village Shop-
ping Center in Ponte Vedra Beach. To 
learn more about Miriam’s and their 
specialty in custom, heirloom jewelry, 
visit MiriamsJewelry.com.

Gift
Continued from 9

Photos provided by Miriam’s Jewelry

INK! receives Vystar 
grant to celebrate 
county teachers

The St. Johns County Education 
Foundation Inc., which operates as INK! 
(Investing in Kids), has received a grant 
for $1,000 from VyStar Credit Union to 
help honor St. Johns County teachers.

Through this grant, VyStar supported 
INK!’s end of the school year apprecia-
tion event celebrating St. Johns County 
educators. 

Recently hosted at the Tringali Barn at 
Heritage Farms in St. Augustine, teachers 
enjoyed an opportunity to relax and con-
nect with fellow educators from across 
the county, celebrate the many accom-
plishments of the school year and brain-
storm new ideas and classroom projects 
for the upcoming school year.

“During the last several years, we 
have seen unprecedented challenges in 
St. Johns County schools, from a global 
pandemic to rapid growth and an influx 
of new students along with teacher and 
staff shortages, yet our educators have 
remained dedicated and committed,” said 
Donna Lueders, INK! executive director. 
“Despite the challenges, our educators 
have continued to be a guiding light for 

our students. We wanted to show our 
appreciation for their dedication and 
resilience and for their continued efforts 
educating St. Johns County students.”

The funding received by INK! is part 
of a $50,000 VyStar grant to the Consor-
tium of Florida Education Foundations 
to fund teacher appreciation and support 
activities by local education foundations 
for thousands of teachers throughout their 
49-county Florida footprint. 

“At VyStar Credit Union, we are 
proud to work alongside teachers across 
many Florida communities through our 
High School Branch Program, and we 
are deeply appreciative of all their hard 
work in support of their students,” said 
Patricia McElroy, SVP and president, 
VyStar Community Foundation. “To-
day’s students will go on to become 
tomorrow’s leaders, and that’s because 
they have teachers who are dedicated to 
helping them reach their full potential. 
By supporting this wonderful celebration, 
VyStar recognizes and lifts up educators 
across the state and thanks them for guid-
ing their students every day.”
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Kelly Barrera
ST. JOHNS COUNTY
SCHOOL BOARD

Paid for and approved by Kelly Barrera for St. Johns County School Board, District 4

As your School Board member, your graduation is 
one  of my favorite celebrations. I am so proud of you 

and enjoy seeing you and your many accomplishments.  
My wish for you is that success keeps following you 

in everything you do, and that you continue to 
follow your dreams. 

Congratulations
Make part of the past your present.
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Where Expert Service Meets Your Jewelry Needs
ESPLINGJEWERS.COM • E-ESTATE JEWELER

Tues.-Sat.10am-5pm / Closed Sun/Mon. 

FINE ESTATE JEWELRY

For a free review of your items call us for an appointment  
or email  info@esplingjewelers.com

Shop online at esplingjewelers.com

Two Locations 
to Serve You
Mandarin

9825 San Jose Blvd. 
904-268-7975

Jax Beach
3988 3rd St. S.

Jacksonville Beach
Home Depot Shopping Ctr  

near Bed Bath & Beyond, 2 doors 
down from Orange Theory

904-280-7700

Congratulat
ions Class of 2022!

Nease NJROTC hosts National Military Signing Day
Nease NJROTC hosted its National 

Military Signing Day for its graduating 
seniors receiving appointments to the 
United States Service Academies or full 
ROTC scholarships at public universi-
ties.

A record nine cadets signed letters of 
intent during a formal ceremony held on 
campus and attended by family, teachers 
and classmates.

Kaitlyn Boggs received an appoint-
ment to the United States Coast Guard 
Academy in New London, Connecticut.

Christopher Debus received an ap-
pointment to the United States Merchant 
Marine Academy in Kings Point, New 
York.

Samuel Dec received an appointment 
to the United States Military Academy 
Prep School in West Point, New York.

Daniel Mahoney received an appoint-
ment to the United States Merchant Ma-
rine Academy in Kings Point, New York.

Brodie Mongon received an Army 
ROTC scholarship to the University of 
South Florida in Tampa, Florida.

Emmelie Neff received an appoint-
ment to the United States Coast Guard 
Academy Scholars Program in Boston, 
Massachusetts.

Benjamin Rider received a Navy NPP 
ROTC scholarship to the University of 
Maine in Orono, Maine.

Isabella Rivera received an appoint-
ment to the United States Coast Guard 
Academy in New London, Connecticut.

James Shely received a Navy NPP 
ROTC scholarship to Regent University 
in Virginia Beach, Virginia.

“These young men and women repre-
sent the absolute finest ideals in Ameri-
ca’s youth,” said Capt. Scott LaRochelle, 
Nease’s senior naval science instructor. 
“I could not be more proud of them and 
their achievements. Through four years 
of hard work and education, they earned 
it.”

Nease NJROTC has been recognized 
as the Most Outstanding NJROTC Unit 
in Area-12 (60 schools in Northern 
Florida and the State of Georgia) for five 
consecutive years. 

Nease NJROTC cadets Sam Dec, Emmelie Neff, Ben Rider, James Shely, Brodie Mongon, Kaitlyn 
Boggs, Isabella Rivera, Daniel Mahoney and Christopher Debus along with Senior Naval 
Science Instructor Capt. Scott LaRochelle, celebrate National Military Signing Day at Nease 
High School.

Contributed photos
The Merchant Marine Academy – Coast Guard Academy rivalry began immediately at Nease’s 
National Military Signing Day as Daniel Mahoney and Christopher Debus showed their 
academy allegiance toward rivals Kaitlyn Boggs and Isabella Rivera.
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Atlantic Beach prepares for inaugural Canine Carnivale
By Anthony Richards

The City of Atlantic Beach will be 
celebrating residents who are pet own-
ers and their dogs during the inaugural 
Canine Carnivale June 11 from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

The festival will take place at Jordan 
Park located at 1671 Francis Ave. in 
Atlantic Beach. It will be the second at-
tempt to have the event after it was ini-
tially scheduled for May. 21 but had to 
be postponed due to inclement weather.

However, pushing it back a couple of 
weeks has not tempered the excitement 

surrounding the first-time event, which 
will feature anything and everything 
associated with dogs.

This will include having 15 or more 
vendors situated around, as the park is 
transformed into a dog-lover’s paradise 
for a couple of hours.

The schedule of events is planned 
to be kicked off at 10:15 a.m. with a 
special “salute to veterans” ceremony, 
followed by bevy of fun to be had for 
both humans and animals.

Several contests will be available for 
those in attendance to enter, including 

a look-a-like contest and best patriotic 
costume.

Owners can also have their dogs’ 
skills put to the test in not-so-stupid 
pet tricks competition and the “Simon 
Says” portion of the event, where a 
dog’s listening abilities will come in 
handy.

Dogs can be signed up for the various 
contests and competitions by filling out 
the online form by going to coab.us and 
clicking on Canine Carnivale under the 
recreation/events tab on the website’s 
main page.

Adding to the event’s atmosphere will 
be food trucks To Be Frank, Hook ‘Em 
Up Seafood and Frio’s Pops, while live 
music will be performed by Steel Pan 
Band and DJ Bruce Reed.

Dog yoga and kids’ crafts will also be 
available to make sure that the whole 
family has something to enjoy.

Anyone with questions about the 
event or are interested in getting 
involved can call the City of Atlantic 
Beach at 904-247-5828 or email recre-
ation@coab.us.

duty to make 50 more trips on the day.
“We’re thankful that you’re here today 

and we’re thankful as a nation,” said Beth 
Heath, We Can Be Heroes Foundation 
president.

Pupura is the oldest member of the lo-
cal Purple Heart Chapter 524.

“I’m a nervous wreck,” Pupura chuck-
led as he shared a few words in front 
of the crowd. “I can’t believe it. I don’t 
know how to thank you all for this, so 
I’m just going to say ‘God bless you and 
God bless America.’”

The family of fellow and late World 
War II veteran Bob Hall was on hand for 
the ceremony, as their family sat around 
a circular table, keeping an empty seat 
open for their loved one, who passed 
away earlier in the year.

Heath applauded Bob and his wife 
Shirley for all the initiatives they have 
been involved with over the years with 
the goal of helping local veterans.

The “Let Freedom Sing” Choir sang 
various patriotic songs to open the 
ceremony and the Atlantic Coast Young 

Marines presented the nation’s colors 
for the pledge of allegiance and national 
anthem. 

D-Day historian and retired Navy Capt. 
James Ransom III gave a virtual presen-
tation during the ceremony that looked 
back at it being 78 years since D-Day 
took place.

“It is arguably the single most impor-
tant battle of World War II,” Ransom 
said. “FDR called it ‘A mighty endeav-
or.’”

Ransom explained how it is easy to see 
how Pupura would be more susceptible 
to being hit by shrapnel because while all 
the other soldiers were tucked down in 
the boat, the craft’s operators had to have 
their heads up and visible to see where 
they were going and properly steer the 
boat.

“I’m disappointed that I couldn’t 
be there to have the honor of shaking 
Frank’s hand,” said Ransom, who had 
intended to present in-person, but made a 
late change to the plans after feeling sick 
in recent days.

The National D-Day Memorial is 
located in Bedford, Virginia and Ransom 
encouraged everyone to visit the memo-
rial if they ever get the chance.

D-Day
Continued from 7

Photos by Anthony Richards
D-Day Purple Heart veteran Frank Pupura was honored by the We Can Be Heroes Foundation 
during a D-Day remembrance event June 4.

The family of the late World War II veteran Bob Hall was on hand for the ceremony and kept an 
empty seat open for their loved one, who passed away earlier in the year.

Members of the local Purple Heart Chapter 524 were on hand.
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Need More Storage?

FIRST MONTH

We Can Help!

FREE!*

* New customers only. Certain restrictions apply. Mention this offer.

Modern Security and Safety

1120 Preservation Trail
Ponte Vedra, Florida  32081

(904) 712-2668

Contact-Free Rentals and Payment

Climate-Controlled and Drive-Up Units

RESERVE ONLINE:  CompassSelf Storage.com

250 Sandy Creek Parkway 
St. Augustine, Florida  32095

(904) 474-3139

Organize and declutter room-by-room

Storage solutions and organizational tips for pet supplies

Clutter can be a major source of stress 
that affects how individuals feel about 
their spaces. Psychology Today indicates 
messy homes and work spaces can con-
tribute to feelings of helplessness, anxiety 
and overwhelming stress. 

Clutter bombards the mind with exces-
sive stimuli, makes it more difficult to 
relax and can constantly signal to the 
brain that work is never done. With these 
organizational tips and tricks, anyone can 
work through their home room-by-room 
and conquer clutter.

Find a place for everything
Clutter creeps up as people accumulate 

possessions over the years. Over time, 

failure to regularly go through belongings 
and thin the herd can lead to the accumu-
lation of clutter. But clutter also can accu-
mulate if people fail to find a place to put 
items. Racks for garages, organizational 
systems for closets and furniture with 
storage capacity, such as storage ottomans, 
are some storage solutions that can help 
people find a place for their possessions. 

Utilize vertical space when possible
Getting items up and off the floor can 

maximize square footage in a home. 
Bookshelves, hanging wall shelves, hooks, 
cabinetry, built-ins, and other storage 
solutions that rely on walls and ceilings 
are simple and effective storage solutions. 

Unused space behind cabinet or closet 
doors are some additional places to store 
belongings. Hang razors or toothbrushes 
on medicine cabinet walls and curling 
irons and other hair tools on the interior of 
cabinet doors in bathrooms.

Create a coding system
Home offices can be some of the more 

disorganized rooms in a house simply due 
to the volume of electronics and paper-
work within them. HGTV suggests using 
a color-coded system for important files 
to keep them organized. Label important 
items, whether they’re paper or digital 
files, in accordance with your system.

Put it away 
When you finish using an item, return 

it to its storage location. This eliminates 
piles of belongings strewn around the 
house - and hunting and pecking for miss-
ing things. If you can’t put it away im-
mediately, have a few baskets on hand la-
beled for the different rooms in the house. 
Pop the items in the requisite baskets and 
then routinely take each basket around the 
house to return the items.

Investing in custom cabinetry and or-
ganizational systems also can help people 
organize their belongings. Tackle rooms 
such as the garage, basements, bedroom 
closets, and pantries, or those areas that 
tend to accumulate clutter the fastest.  

From food to toys to bedding, many pets 
require a laundry list of items.  Develop-
ing a storage strategy means keeping items 
within reach but potentially out of sight. 
These suggestions can help individuals 
calm pet-related clutter. 

 Food storage 
Purchase a food grade and BPA-free 

plastic storage container that can accom-
modate the volume of food and has an 
airtight lid to maintain freshness. 

Medications 
Store medications separately from prod-

ucts used for children and adults in the 
house. Keep medications in the original 
packages so labels can be referred to as 
needed. 

Supplies
Invest in some similarly sized clear stor-

age containers. Label the containers and 
fill them with the items you need, such as 
pet waste bags, leashes or collars, groom-

ing brushes/combs, or whatever other 
supplies are needed. Devote a shelf or 
shelves in a storage closet for these items 
so they’re always readily available.  

Toys 
Find a ground-level basket that is 

slipped under a side table in the living 
room or den. It’s easily accessible but 
kept out of sight. Clean-up means a quick 
sweep of toys that quickly can be tossed in 
the basket.  

Bedding 
Depending on the animal, bedding may 

mean a cozy stuffed fabric bed or a pile 
of shaved cedar. Both can be bulky. A 
designated spot for storage helps keep the 
home organized, and dog and cat beds can 
be coordinated to the color scheme of the 
house so they blend in.

Pets require many different supplies 
that, when properly stored, will not seem 
like they’re intruding on pet owners’ 
space. 



Ponte Vedra Recorder · June 9, 202214   COMMUNITY NEWS

Local residents helping family who fled Ukraine
By Shaun Ryan

On Feb. 25, the day after Russian 
bombs began to fall on the Ukrainian 
capital of Kyiv, the Stozhok family made 
the difficult decision to leave their home 
country.

Olexander and Olena Stozhok took 
their daughters — Milana, 7, Daryna, 4, 
and 15-month-old Sofia — and fled to 
neighboring Romania, leaving behind 
their businesses, their friends and the 
dream home they’d built just four months 
prior.

At first, they believed the evacuation 
would be short-term. Instead, the young 
family became part of Europe’s fastest 
growing refugee crisis since World War 
II. Nearly 7 million Ukrainians — about 
a sixth of the population — are thought 
to have left the country.

The Stozhoks traveled to Spain and 
then to Mexico, where they found a 
queue reserved to Ukrainian refugees 
seeking entry into the United States. 
Olexander and Olena Stozhok remem-
bered a vacation they’d taken six years 
prior where they got to know someone 
from the Ponte Vedra area. Having heard 
what a nice place the First Coast was, 
they made it their destination.

Arriving here, they still faced tremen-
dous challenges.

Back in the Kyiv suburb of Irpin, 
they not only had a home, they also 
had a means of earning a living. Olena 
Stozhok, who said her first job was “be-
ing a mom,” also worked from home 

making flower arrangements. She and 
her husband had a shoe store and also a 
small restaurant. In addition, Olexander 
Stozhok made toys to sell on Etsy.

Now they found themselves in a land 
where they didn’t speak the language, 
didn’t have job or credit histories, didn’t 
have Social Security numbers and really 
didn’t know anyone.

Fortunately, some local residents 
stepped up to help.

Natalia Plyam moved to the First Coast 
from Ukraine in 1989. Like many others, 
she wanted to help those impacted by 
the war, but didn’t really know what she 
could do.

Then, she saw a post on a Facebook 
page dedicated to speakers of Russian 
and Ukrainian. The writer was asking 
where to find good schools in the region. 
Plyam recommended St. Johns County 
schools and asked if there was anything 
else the writer needed.

The response: “Maybe some furni-
ture.”

The writer was Olena Stozhok.
“That’s when we started talking, and 

I realized they really came here without 
anything,” Plyam said.

She asked who was helping them. The 
answer came back: “Nobody.”

Plyam had found a concrete way to 
really help someone in need, but that 
would not be as easy as it seemed at first. 
She called around to local charities but 
couldn’t find the family a better place to 
stay than a homeless shelter. Then, she 
turned to a hyperlocal social networking 

app called Nextdoor.
And the help poured in.
One neighbor made a very large mon-

etary donation, and Plyam was able to 
get the family into an Airbnb rental for 
a few days. A couple donated the use of 
their condo for three months. Someone 
else donated a car.

Plyam called the response “unbeliev-
able.”

“Nextdoor has been an invaluable 
resource for us,” she said.

When Dr. Karen Wolf, a local optom-
etrist, saw the posts on Nextdoor, she 
quickly joined the effort. Like Plyam, 
she’d been wanting to help somehow, but 
all she had been able to do was donate to 
various relief organizations.

“I am so grateful to have crossed paths 
with this family and be able to help out,” 
wrote Wolf in a text message. “They are 
starting over, but with our community’s 
help, support and love, they will over-
come this hardship.”

Wolf used her professional expertise to 
help right away, repairing a set of glasses 
for one of the relatives who had joined 
the Stozhoks here.

Others did their part. A dentist pulled a 
tooth and another doctor saw the children 
free of charge. An attorney friend of 
Plyam’s is helping the family complete 
the necessary paperwork to get access to 
critical programs.

Meanwhile, Olexander Stozhok has 
found work. He repairs cars to be resold 
at auction. At the same time, his wife is 
working as a housekeeper when she can 

get access to the car. It’s a start, but not 
yet enough to pay all the bills. 

“They’re going to be very self-suffi-
cient, I’m sure,” predicted Plyam. “It’s 
just hard. It’s a new country. It’s a new 
language. New everything.”

Still, Olena Stozhok said she’s glad 
to be here, though she misses her new 
house and her friends.

“My family is safe,” she said with an 
expression of great relief.

Wolf and Plyam are encouraging local 
residents to join them in helping this 
family. They need many different things, 
including toiletries and diapers, but one 
of the most helpful donations can be 
made in the form of gift cards from gro-
cery or department stores. That way, the 
family can purchase whatever they need 
most. Even gift cards from local restau-
rants would be welcome.

Beyond that, Plyam is hoping to find 
them a second car so that they can both 
work at the same time. She’s also trying 
to find a pre-K school — or even a sum-
mer camp — that can admit the family’s 
middle daughter at a price they can af-
ford. Alternately, perhaps someone would 
be willing to sponsor attendance at one 
of these.

Readers wanting to help can reach 
Plyam at 310-902-1496 or myrealtorna-
talia@gmail.com. In addition, Wolf is 
accepting donations at her office: Ponte 
Vedra Eye Associates, 150 Professional 
Drive, Ponte Vedra Beach. The phone 
number there is 904-285-8448.

Photo by Shaun Ryan
Local residents are helping a family who had to leave Ukraine due to the war. From right are: Natalia Plyam, Dr. Karen Wolf, Olena Stozhok with daughters Daryna, 4, and Sofia, 18 months, and 
Plyam’s daughter Rachel.
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Voting begins June 13

www.pontevedrarecorder.com/bestof2022

.

�e Ponte Vedra Recorder, celebrating 53 years of 
community news excellence, will launch our fourth annual 
BEST OF THE BEST of Ponte Vedra, 32081 and 32082.

Readers have nominated their favorite businesses, organizations, 
professionals and more in over 250 categories online.

Online voting begins June 13. Readers can vote for their 
favorite business in each category once per day.  

Help your favorites win and VOTE!
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Residential • Commercial Property • Land & Building • Retirement Homes

Sometimes the grass IS  greener on the other side!
Seaside Dreams Can Become A Reality!
Sometimes the grass IS  greener on the other side!
Seaside Dreams Can Become A Reality!

PelleritoRealtor_PonteVedra0310.indd   1PelleritoRealtor_PonteVedra0310.indd   1 3/10/22   10:42 AM3/10/22   10:42 AM

Cypress Village celebrates Armed Forces Day
New resident names 
added to Veterans 
Recognition Wall

Residents of Cypress Village gathered 
May 21 in front of the Veterans Recogni-
tion Wall to induct new names to the wall 
of honor and to celebrate Armed Forces 
Day.

Jim Jandreau, Veterans Committee 
chair, led the Pledge of Allegiance and 
the induction of new names to the digital 

display.
“Today is Armed Forces Day, always 

on the third Saturday of May,” he said. “I 
cannot better describe the honoring of our 
women and men in our armed forces than 
what former President Ronald Reagan 
said 41 years ago. Today, their job is 
vitally important — their sacrifice and 
patriotism make it possible for those of us 
who are civilians to go about our every-
day lives. Their commitment keeps our 
nation strong and our future free. Today, 
millions of Americans are honoring the 
dedicated men and women who serve in 
our armed forces. Like me, they’re saying 
with gratitude, with respect and affection 
in their hearts.  Today, I want all those 
wearing American uniforms around the 
globe to know: America is grateful to you 
— and proud of you, too.”

The wall was created as a collabora-
tion with Cypress Village management 
and the Veterans Committee. The display 
was created by resident Mike Boutin and 
the Community Life Services Depart-
ment to include the names of all active 
veteran residents and employees, widows 
and widowers, along with their branch of 
service.

The vinyl presentation of the United 
States flag along with the iconic scene of 
the flag raising at Iwo Jima was designed 

by Fast Signs in Jacksonville. The bronze 
crests of each branch of service were 
special ordered by the residents through 
Metal Designs NY Inc. in New York. And 
the hand-stained wood frame was the 
work of resident Floren Fisher as a part 
of the Cypress Village Wood Workshop.

Eighteen names of veterans were 
added to the wall to celebrate their honor 
and service to our country. After the 

ceremony, residents gathered for photo-
graphs, shared stories of their service and 
participated in friendly banter between 
the different branches of the armed forces 
that were present.

A reception was held in Egret Hall to 
honor the recently departed veterans. 
The community will continue to update 
the names on the wall semi-annually on 
Armed Forces Day and Veterans Day.

Contributed photos
Veterans Committee chair Jim Jandreau stands next to the Veterans Recognition Wall at 
Cypress Village.

Veterans Committee chair Jim Jandreau 
addresses the gathering for Armed Forces Day.



Ponte Vedra Recorder · June 9, 202216   COMMUNITY NEWS

By Anthony Richards

Self-defense classes can be helpful for 
anyone of any age, but Ponte Vedra High 
School rising senior Hope Freedman has 
seen the experience be very empowering 
for teenage girls.

Freedman is president of the Gen-
eration WOW club at the high school. 
The club is the teen component of the 
nonprofit Generation W, which strives to 

educate, inspire and connect adult women 
through leadership initiatives.

“They (Generation W) make it very 
easy to connect and set something like 
this up,” Freedman said. “Always very 
helpful and so nice to interact with.”

An annual event called “Fight Like 
a Girl” was held May 21 at the link in 
Nocatee. It served as a free self-defense 
class with the goal of teaching girls basic 
self-defense skills both physical and men-

tal to help avoid common threats to their 
personal protection. 

“Sadly, the U.S. Department of Justice 
believes one out of every four women 
will be attacked or sexually assaulted 
in her lifetime, so this event and events 
like it play an important role in helping 
to protect members of our community,” 
Freedman said.

It was the fourth year the event took 
place, but it was the first after being can-
celed the past couple of years due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Freedman along with fellow board 
members Lily Darnell and Madeleine 
Dionne organized the event and ensured 
the program was a success. 

“We had a very good turnout,” Freed-
man said. “Everyone was very engaged in 
the class.”

One of the differences in this year’s 
class compared to previous years was that 
several refugee students took part in the 
class along with various other local high 
school students.

According to Freedman, the idea to 
include the refugees came from her role 
as co-president with JaxTHRIVE, a 
youth-led nonprofit based in Jacksonville, 
but serving the Northeast Florida area, 
where she had previously interacted with 
the refugees.

She reached out to Lutheran Social 
Service to help provide the refugee girls 
with transportation so they could attend 
the class.

“The key tips stressed during the class 
were to never stop fighting and to always 
be aware of your surroundings,” Freed-
man said.

Although she had taken part of the 
class in the past, she always finds it inter-
esting and helpful to revisit those tips and 
familiarize herself with them as often as 
she can.

According to Freedman, feeling confi-
dent is one of the best and quickest ways 
to gain empowerment in one’s life.

Some of the techniques taught during 
the two-hour class were how to fight off 
someone from a variety of angles, includ-
ing breaking arm holds and getting away 
from an attacker when on the ground. 

“While they hope to never be in that 
type of situation, they are more prepared 
should anything ever happen,” Freedman 
said.

Heading into her senior year, Freedman 
hopes to do even more service projects 
through the Generation WOW club 
directed at helping provide service or 
clean-up projects for schools in lower-
income areas in need of assistance.

2368 Research Parkway
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

PVHS Gen WOW presents self-defense class
Photos courtesy of the PVHS Generation WOW club

Ponte Vedra High’s Gen WOW club held its annual self-defense class at the link May 21.
The free self-defense class taught girls basic self-defense skills both physical and mental to 
help avoid common threats to their personal protection.

Freedman along with fellow club board members Lily Darnell and Madeleine Dionne organized 
the event.
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Contemplating or going through a divorce?

Don’t face it alone!
NEED HELP
SOONER?
CALL TODAY:

904.899.4074
Visit us online:

SecondSaturdayJax.org

Second Saturday Divorce classes 
are designed to equip you with the 
basic legal, financial, and emotional 
information to assist you in  
making informed decisions  
about your future.

UPCOMING CLASS

May 14th, 2022, 9am–12pm 
Presented by Robert Franskousky, 
Certified Divorce Analyst ®, and 
Second Saturday Regional Leader. 
Other Presenters include legal and 
therapeutic specialists.

Securities and advisory services offered 
through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC. 
LPL Financial, Private Wealth and Second 
Saturday are separate entities.

Early Learning Coalition organizes air and wind science program

ACE Mentor Program announces scholarships and awards

The Early Learning Coalition of North 
Florida has been focusing on STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, arts 
and math) programs this past spring. The 
coalition outreach staff launched a new 
science-themed program specifically 
about air and wind.  

Preschoolers studied the science 
behind what air is and what makes wind. 
The outreach team dressed in lab coats 
and goggles and put on an interactive 
program featuring many science experi-
ments that help explain these concepts.

Kids were enthralled with the “keeping 
the ping pong ball in the air with a blow 
dryer” and “putting the paper towel into 
the water without it getting wet” experi-
ments, according to the outreach team.

Balloons were used to demonstrate air, 
and the popping of a confetti balloon was 
a big hit. Children waved scarves like 
sailboats to music and blew their own 
pinwheels. The students also learned 
about tornados and then made their own 
“tornados” in bottles to take home. 

Each child received a book called 
“Wind” by Erin Edison, and the teachers 
received a large bag of science resources 

to further teach this theme in the class-
room.

In March, the coalition held a contest 
in which preschool classrooms sent in 
photos of science projects they did. Priz-
es were given to the top three projects. 

The winner was Island Prep West of St. 
Augustine’s pre-K classroom, featuring 
their “Bees” project. 

“Focusing on STEAM promotes 
problem solving and thinking skills,” 
says Joan Whitson, coalition outreach 

manager. “Getting kids excited about 
science at an early age leads to a greater 
interest in later years.”

To learn more about the Early Learn-
ing Coalition of North Florida go to 
elcnorthflorida.org.

The ACE Mentor Program of Northeast 
Florida held its annual year-end event on 
April 29 at The Schultz Center, where 
high school student participants presented 
final projects and 23 scholarships were 
distributed.

The program helps students explore 
potential careers in architecture, con-
struction and engineering. The students 
worked in teams with industry mentors to 
create practical solutions for “real-world” 
projects.

Students presented their final projects 
before jurors. Best Overall Response win-
ning teams included three Creekside High 
School teams for their Urban Renewal, 
Strong + Sustainable and Memorial of 
the Future Responses as well as Pedro 

Menendez High School for their Urban 
Renewal Response.

Over the past 15 years, the Northeast 
Florida Affiliate of the ACE Mentor 
Program has offered scholarships to stu-
dents planning to attend post-secondary 
education and training leading to careers 
in architecture, engineering, construction 
or the skilled trades.

This year, the nonprofit organization 
awarded more than $27,000 in scholar-
ships. Recipients from St. Johns County, 
Clay and Duval schools demonstrated 
exceptional work ethic and relationship 
building with industry professionals.

The industry sponsor and named schol-
arship recipients from St. Johns County 
included:

• Baptist Health Scholarship: Brandon 
Stowell-Campos from Nease High School

• Florida Healthcare Engineers As-
sociation Scholarship: Siri Jonnalagadda 
from Nease High School

• HCA Healthcare Scholarship: Alexan-
der Simes from Creekside High School

• American-Electrical Contracting 
Scholarship: Ryan Flack from Creekside 
High School

• Haskell Scholarship: Alyssa Bucking-
ham from Creekside High School

• Stellar Scholar: Sydney Lynch from 
Creekside High School

• Whiting-Turner Construction: Cor-
rigan Rotz from Creekside High School

• DPR Construction Scholarship: 
Sydney Antal from Bartram Trail High 

School
Additional scholarship winners from 

St. Johns County sponsored by the af-
filiate included Brady Schaffstein from 
Nease High School; and Shaan Chudgar, 
Jacob Denson and Brandon Ruckh from 
Creekside High School.

Northeast Florida Junior Mentor 
Anthony Andrade was also awarded a 
scholarship. He is a mentor at Pedro 
Menedez High School and is pursuing a 
career in construction management at the 
University of North Florida.

ACE Mentor Program of Northeast 
Florida is looking for mentors, guest 
speakers and sponsors for the 2022-23 
program. To learn more, go to acementor.
org/northeast-fl.

The Early Learning Coalition of North 
Florida Early Literacy Outreach Manager 
Joan Whitson and outreach assistant Susan 
Murphy demonstrate a science experiment 
to the kids at Brighton Day Academy in St. 
Augustine.

Kids make their own “tornados” inside 
bottles at one of the programs.

The Early Learning Coalition of North 
Florida’s outreach assistant Susan Murphy 
pops a balloon filled with confetti.

Photos provided by The Early Learning Coalition of North Florida
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Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery
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Baptist Health launched Baptist Access, 
a new app designed to help patients navi-
gate their health care journey, whether 
digitally or in-person.

The new app, powered by the Gozio 
Health platform, provides all-in-one 
access to Baptist Health hospitals and 
outpatient locations.

With Baptist Access, patients can:
• Find a Baptist Health provider or 

location 
• Schedule an appointment
• Get directions from their home to 

their health care destination
• Find any location within hospital cam-

puses including: Indoor wayfinding with 
turn-by-turn directions to patient care, 
parking, food, restrooms, ATMs and more 

• View insurance plans
• Access medical records
• Pay bills
“We’re excited to introduce the Baptist 

Access app, underscoring our commit-
ment to innovatively improving patient 
experiences,” said Michael A. Mayo, 
president and CEO of Baptist Health. “In 

addition to providing in-person assis-
tance, we are leveraging the convenience 
of mobile-phone technology to make it 
easier for patients to navigate our health 
system, inside and out. On our two largest 
hospital campuses, patients will even be 
able to find their way from where they 
parked to their appointment, and back.”

“With Baptist Access, Baptist Health 
aims to optimize the patient’s journey 
at all main access points of the health 
system,” said Joshua Titus, CEO and 
founder of Gozio Health. “This is a strat-

egy that aligns with research that suggests 
digital offerings play an important role in 
overall patient experiences. With this app, 
patients gain great control of their care 
journey with everything from accessing 
patient records and finding a location, 
to appointment scheduling, physician 
directories and emergency room waiting 
times.” 

The Baptist Access app is free and can 
be downloaded from Google Play or the 
Apple app store. Go to baptistjax.com/
accessapp for more information.

Baptist Health introduces app to help patients

Chamber After Hours
St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce held its Chamber After Hours event May 

25. Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa was the host. It was an evening of network-
ing, food and fun.

Photos by Susan Griffin

St. Johns County Board of Directors Ponte 
Vedra Beach Division Chair Matt Price, 
speaks as Karen Everett, division executive 
director, looks on.

Alex Marozzi, director of memberships for 
the Cabana Beach Club & Sawgrass Spa, 
speaks during the event.

Anna Washington, Mark Ryan and Josie 
Malone

Kari Zerrahn, Lori Adams, Jackie Smith, 
Felicia Cox, Gloria Dongara, Christine Ondek, 
Michael Benko and Mark Ryan
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ALHAMBRA COMING SOON!

12000 Beach Boulevard

GRUMPY OLD MEN
August 11 - September 18

 
GHOST THE MUSICAL

September 29 - November 6

WHITE CHRISTMAS
November 17 - December 24

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

P R E S E N T I N G 
S P O N S O R

FOLLOW
THE 

YELLOW
BRICK  
ROAD!

JUNE 16  
THRU  

JULY 31

Send your arts news to 
news@pontevedrarecorder.com In the Arts 
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Abstract artist featured 
at Butterfield Garage

The featured exhibitor at Butterfield 
Garage for June is abstract painter Susan 
Smith.

Smith is currently intrigued with tex-
ture and line. She paints without brushes, 
using scraping tools, which adds to the 
tactile surface of her work.

Line plays an important but often hid-
den component, as each painting begins 
with many lines and gradually, as they 
are refined and eliminated, a composition 
emerges. A thought or feeling emerges to 
speak to the viewer.

Self-taught in an abstract style, Smith 
painted in the ‘70s until children inter-
vened. Raising both them and most of 
their food for many years, Smith took a 
detour into spinning, weaving, dyeing and 
going so far as creating handwoven cloth-
ing that she sold wholesale and retail.

A cancer diagnosis and treatment led 
her to examine her life and ask, “What do 
I really want to do?”

The answer was easy: paint.
Smith chose watercolor because its 

transparency is similar to dye. After a 
few years of creating loose, still lifes and 
scenic images, she yearned to return to a 
more abstract style. Despite many classes 
with other artists, it remained a struggle.

Eventually, collage with handmade-
painted papers helped guide her back into 
abstraction. Collage morphed into mixed 
media and lately she has been letting go 
of a reliance on collage and using pen, 
pencil and crayon with acrylics. The free-
dom of mixed media has set her on the 
open-ended path she had been searching 
for. 

Butterfield Garage Gallery is located at 
137 King St., St. Augustine. For informa-
tion, go to butterfieldgarage.com.

ON STAGE
PONTE VEDRA CONCERT HALL
1050 A1A North, Ponte Vedra Beach
Purchase tickets at the St. Augustine Am-

phitheatre box office or ticketmaster.com.
For further information about each act, go 

to pvconcerthall.com/events.
• American Aquarium — 8 p.m. June 21
• Matt Maeson — 8 p.m. July 9. With 

special guest 1-800-brennan-collect

ST. AUGUSTINE AMPHITHEATRE
1340C A1A South, St. Augustine

Box office hours are 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Thursdays and Fridays, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Saturdays. Tickets sold at the box office are 
available via credit- and debit-card only. A 
valid ID is required for all box office transac-
tions and ticket purchases must be made in 
person.

Tickets may also be purchased at ticket-
master.com.

For further information about each act, go 
to theamp.com/events.

• Jason Isbell and the 400 Unit & Sheryl 
Crow — 6 p.m. June 9, 6:30 p.m. June 10. 
With special guest Waxahatchee

• Flogging Molly & The Interrupters — 
5:30 p.m. June 12. With special guest The 
Skints and Tiger Army.

• Nathaniel Rateliff & The Night Sweats 
and Zach Bryan — 7 p.m. June 21.

• Ringo Starr and His All Starr Band — 
With guest Edgar Winter. In addition to the 
former Beatle, band members include Steve 
Lukather, Colin Hay, Gregg Rolie, Warren 
Ham, Gregg Bissonette and Hamish Stuart. 
7:30 p.m. June 24.

• Steve Miller Band — 7:30 p.m. July 1.
• Blackberry Smoke — Rasslin’ Is Real 

Tour — 6:45 p.m. July 7. With special guest 
The Steel Woods.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

A roundup of musical acts appearing before July 10 at local venues

Contributed photos
Abstract in Blues-Black

Abstract in Black
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Historic run caps busy week
Harrison sets sub 
four-minute
mile two days 
after graduation
By Anthony Richards

Rheinhardt Harrison accomplished a 
rare feat by running a mile in less than 
four minutes, just days after having 
graduated from Nease High School.

With his run during a high school 
track meet at East Lake High School in 
Tarpon Springs June 3, and what makes 
the feat so amazing is that Harrison’s 
time of 3:59.33 made him only the 16th 
high school athlete to run the mile faster 
than four minutes and the first to do so 
in Florida.

He wound up winning the race by 
more than a 10-second margin, which 
put a cap on an already memorable week 
for Harrison and his family, as the race 
took place just two days after his high 
school graduation ceremony.

The record is just the latest achieve-

ment in what has been an award-winning 
high school career for Harrison.

Harrison is a multi-time state cham-
pion, including being fresh off winning 
the state title in the 800 meters in May.

His high school career also includes 
being named the 2021-2022 Gatorade 
Player of the Year in boys cross country, 
which is a national honor.

He is an Oregon commit, where he 
will soon join the school’s program, 
which is considered one of the best 
college track and field programs in the 
country.

Recent Nease graduate Rheinhardt Harrison crosses the finish line as the 16th American high 
schooler to run a mile in less than four minutes.

Photos courtesy of MileSplit/Cyrus Hannah
Harrison became the first Florida high schooler to accomplish the feat.

Harrison shortly after becoming part of a 
historic club of runners.
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FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS

Vedra
Ponte Premier

Dental

Dr. Kevin neal  |  Dr. Michael Winter
Dr. Andy Maples  |  Dr. Brian Maples

100 Professional Dr.  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(904) 285-8407  |  www.pvpdental.com

Experience the good a simple smile can do.

Jamei Lake Axelsen
U.S. Navy Veteran, Military Spouse and Mom

Loan Originator
NMLS ID 2096353
Company NMLS ID 2174083
C: (904) 505-3492 
Jamei@boldcitymortgage.com

Mattress Sale!

Richards Mattress & Wicker
Please Shop Local!

1079 Atlantic Blvd. • Atlantic Beach
Next to Elvis’s Upholstery

249-3541 M-S: 11-5:30 • Sunday: 1-6

Serving the Beaches for 43 Years

Local match play created unique U.S. Open opportunity
By Anthony Richards

The number of opportunities has 
continued to increase ever since the PXG 
Women’s Match Play Championship was 
created in October of last year.

Some opportunities are on a large 
scale while others come by way of much 
smaller levels of support but are valuable 
to female professional golfers trying to 
make a name for themselves in the world 
of golf.

The latest of these opportunities in-
cluded Sofia Garcia, 23, who competed in 
the inaugural match play championship, 

qualifying, and making the cut at last 
weekend’s U.S. Women’s Open. 

Not only was it a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience for Garcia, but also for St. 
Augustine chiropractor Dr. Scott Fechter.

Fechter signed on to play in the INK! 
Charity Pro-Am, which was part of the 
Match Play Championship’s festivi-
ties, and six months later, found himself 
walking inside the ropes at the 77th U.S. 

Women’s Open at Pine Needles Lodge 
& Golf Club in Southern Pines, North 
Carolina.

He was paired with Garcia during the 
pro-am and as they talked, he became 
more fascinated with her story and was 
impressed by her game.

“When I met Sofia, I knew she could 
be a star,” Fechter said. “Her game and 
her personality are both very noticeable.”

As a result, a professional relation-
ship grew as Fechter’s local Pain Relief 
Centre practice became Garcia’s primary 
sponsor.

It has been such a long journey for 
me and on the way, I have met so many 
wonderful people who are forever part of 
my journey,” Garcia said. “In this case, 

Sofia Garcia made the cut in last weekend’s U.S. Women’s Open Championship in North 
Carolina.

Photos courtesy of Mark Berman
Garcia hits from the tee box on hole No. 2 at the event.

OPPORTUNITY  continues on Page 22
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ACROSS
 1. Slovenian mountain
 5. Growl
 9. Where things stand
11. Made a sharp sound
13. Female spirit in Irish 
folklore
15. Deteriorate with age
16. A way to save for 
retirement
17. The Big Apple
19. Intestinal pouches
21. City in New Hampshire
22. Giving a bad 
impression
23. Samsung laptops
25. Without (French)
26. Scientist’s tool (abbr.)
27. System of one more 
computers
29. Captures
31. Authentic
33. Female mammal’s 
nipple
34. Pandemonium
36. Satisfy
38. Arrived extinct
39. Shipborne radar (abbr.)
41. Network of nerves
43. Monetary unit
44. Showed old TV show
46. They help you hear
48. One who eliminates
52. Congress’ investigative 
arm
53. Parties
54. Most supernatural
56. Takes illegally
57. Breathes while asleep
58. Sea eagles
59. German surname

DOWN
 1. Looks at for a long time

 2. Solution for diseases
 3. Belonging to a thing
 4. Former Packers fullback
 5. Contemptible person
 6. One billionth of a 
second (abbr.)
 7. Helps
 8. Final section of the large 
intestine
 9. Invests in little 
enterprises
10. Look for
11. Unbeliefs
12. Susan and Tom are two
14. Female sheep
15. A poet writes it
18. Affirmatives
20. “Full House” actress 
Barber
24. Traveled rapidly
26. Long upholstered seat

28. Set wages
30. Peter Gabriel song
32. Sides of a jacket
34. More beautiful
35. Actress Kate
37. Furniture with open 
shelves
38. Indicate
40. The cost of a room
42. Gets rid of something
43. Impudence
45. No No No
47. Drunkards
49. Middle eastern country
50. High energy lasers 
(abbr.)
51. Primary component of 
ribosomes
55. An informal debt 
instrument

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

I have connected with someone who has 
gone the extra mile. There is the obvious 
thing of the financial relief but there is 
also the magical thing of having someone 
believe in you.”

However, he began asking himself a 
question that runs through the mind of 
many golfers trying to make it to the 
top. How do you become a star when the 
financial deck is stacked against you?

“The more she told me her story, she’s 
not a wealthy kid from a wealthy family 
and that is not unique to her, the more I 
wanted to get involved,” Fechter said. 
“We love Sofia and look forward to her 
continued rise. I’m glad we can be even a 
small part of her success.”

Garcia made the cut at her first U.S. 
Women’s Open and finished tied for 60th 
with a score of 12-over.

However, the fortunate meeting 
between the two was close to not even 
taking place.

Garcia barely made it to World Golf 
Village in time for the Monday morning 
pro-am, having played late Sunday at the 
LPGA Q School second stage in Naples.  

She finished second overall in that 
event and because she finished late, and 
she did not make the pairings party on 
Sunday night at Murray Brothers’ Cad-
dyShack.  When her name was drawn 
that night for Fechter’s group, he was 
introduced to the potential fill-in in case 

Garcia could not make the pro-am in 
time.

However, she made it and it has turned 
out to be a turning point in her career.

The East Coast Women’s Profes-
sional Golf Tour, owned and operated by 
Ponte Vedra resident Mark Berman also 
oversees the PXG Women’s Match Play 
Championship.

According to Berman, players on the 
tour typically earn less than $20,000 in a 
season.  And a recent survey by the East 
Coast Women’s Professional Golf Tour 
found that 70% of women professionals 
work second jobs to make ends meet in 
either restaurant or retail jobs.  

“It’s hard to practice efficiently and 
play competitively when one has a day 
job or her boss won’t grant the days off to 
play tournament golf, her actual career,” 
Berman said.

That scenario exactly is why Berman 
created this the match play championship 
in the first place. 

“Our mission with this event, and now 
the entire tour that it inspired, is to create 
opportunities on and off the course for 
these amazing women so they have a 
fighting chance to get to where they work 
so hard to go,” Berman said.

Julianne Alvarez of New Zealand, who 
finished runner-up in the Match Play 
Championship, also competed in the U.S. 
Women’s Open, while current ECWPGT 
golfers in the field were Gabi Ruffels, 
Alyaa Abdulghany, Mariel Galdiano, 
Karen Kim, and amateur Bailey Shoe-
maker.

Opportunity
Continued from 21

Noc-Pal lacrosse competes 
at Orlando tournament

Photo courtesy of Noc-Pal Area Athletics

The Noc-Pal Area Athletics lacrosse team made a trip down to compete in a 
tournament hosted by Orlando Lacrosse. The Panthers are just one of the youth 
teams that is part of the non-profit sports association that serves young athletes in 
the Nocatee and Palencia areas of St. Johns County. 
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Miscellaneous

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our free 
shower package & $1600 off - limit-
ed time! Financing available. 1-855-
417-1306

Vivint Smart security. Profession-
ally installed. 1 connected system 
for total peace of mind. Free profes-
sional installation! 4 free months of 
monitoring! Call  to customize your 
system. 1-833-841-0737

The Generac PWRcell solar plus 
battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce reliance on grid, 
prepare for outages & power your 
home. Full installation services. $0 
down financing option. Request free 
no obligation quote. 1-877-539-0299

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 
1/21/23. 1-866-479-1516

Aloe Care Health medical alert 
system. Most advanced medical 
alert product on the market. Voice-
activated! No wi-fi needed! Special 
offer w/code CARE20 for $20 off 
Mobile Companion. 1-855-341-5862

Miscellaneous

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/
unmatched clarity. TV Ears Origi-
nal - originally $129.95 - now w/this 
special offer  only $59.95 w/code 
MCB59! 1-888-805-0840

Paying top cash for men’s sport-
watches! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. 
Call 833-603-3236

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Looking for assisted living, memory 
care, or independent living? A Place 
for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-844-428-0445 today!

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast 
internet no matter where you live. 
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle 
TV & Internet. Free Installation.  Call 
866-499-0141

Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veterans. 
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Miscellaneous

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 855-761-1725

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of data/
mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE! Geo 
& svc restrictions apply. 1-855-364-
3948

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-610-1936

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator $0 Down + Low Monthly 
Pmt Request a free Quote. Call be-
fore the next power outage: 1-855-
948-6176

Services

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Start-
ing at $74.99/month! Free Installa-
tion! 160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports & En-
tertainment on TV!  844-614-2532

Wanted to Buy

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Bre-
itling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heu-
er, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 888-937-6497

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 833-860-0454.

WANT TO BUY - Basic, flat bed knit-
ting machine. Used or new. Must 
be in working condition. Local. Call 
(904) 343-6136

Health, Beauty & 
Fitness Aids

Attention oxygen therapy us-
ers! Inogen One G4 is capable of 
full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-
9587

Dental insurance - Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Cov-
ers 350 procedures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. Get your free 
dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.  
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-445-5928 Hablamos Español

Medical 
Supplies

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPI-
ENTS! Open Enrollment for Medi-
care health plans is here! Call our 
licensed insurance agents for an 
affordable quote for your needed 
coverage. Call for a no obligation 
free quote now! 833-260-2632 
(TTY: 711)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Inogen One G4 is capable 
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information kit. Call 
866-925-2362.

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS!  A cheaper alternative to 
high drug store prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial-Only $99!  100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

Legal Service

If you or a loved one worked around 
Roundup Weed Killer, (glypho-
sate), for at least two years and 
were diagnosed with lymphoma, you 
may be entitled to compensation. To 
see if you qualify, call now: 833-479-
1286

Home 
Improvements

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 855-919-2509

BCI Bath and Shower - BATH & 
SHOWER UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Se-
nior & Military Discounts available.  
Call: 888-460-2264

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional 
installation. Top quality - Made in 
the USA. Call for free consulta-
tion: 866-636-1910.  Ask about our 
specials!
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Three ways to visit us online...

1102 A1A N., Unit 108
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904.285.8831

CANADIAN PHARMACY. We can
BEAT your CO-PAY! Save up to
80%. Prescription Required. Call
Today 1-877-755-8412

***ESTATE SALES BY***
***FAYE & ASSOCIATES***

The Coves, TPC - 6515 Burnham
Circle - January 18th & 19th
9am-3pm. House and garage loaded
with like new furniture and something
for everyone. Check estatesales.net
for pictures & descriptions.

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

COMPUTER ISSUES? Free Diagnosis
by Geeks On Site! Virus Removal,Data
Recovery! 24/7 Emergency Serv-
ice,In-home repair On line

solutions$20OFF. 1-855-993-4172

Computers
& Equipment

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-800-726-2194

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions
apply 1-800-496-2603

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You
And Your Family May Be Entitled To
Significant Cash Award. No Risk. No
Money Out of Pocket. For Information
Call 855-488-8843

Medicare doesn't cover all of your
medical expenses. A Medicare Supple-
mental Plan can help cover costs that
Medicare does not. Get a free quote
today by calling now. "Hours: 24/7.
1-800-866-3027

Health Service/
Medical

Hughes Net Satellite Internet -
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get
More Data FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. WiFi
built in! FREE Standard Installa-
tion for lease customers! Limited

Time, Call 1-855-485-4101

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Erections Immedi-
ately. Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently &
Safely. Guaranteed Results. FDA
L icensed.  F ree  Brochure .
1-800-354-3944 www.DrJoelKaplan

.com

Satellite Sales
& Service

Do you use a CPAP machine for sleep
apnea? Get your FDA approved CPAP
machine and supplies at little or no
cost!Free sleep supplement and sleep

guide included! Call 844-359-1121

Diagnosed with LUNG CANCER in
the past 2 years? Were you an
INDUSTRIAL or CONSTRUCTION
TRADESMAN? You and your family
may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT
CASH AWARD. Call 877-638-5582

for your risk free consultation.

Have $10K In Debt? Credit Cards.
Medical Bills. Personal Loans. Be
Debt Free in 24-48 Months. Call
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! Know
Your Options. Get a FREE debt

relief quote: Call 1-866-465-4307

Earthlink High Speed
Internet. As Low

As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink

Today 1-877-929-1176

Water Damage. Dealing with water
damage requires immediate action.
Local professionals that respond
immediately. Nationwide and 24/7.
No mold calls. Call today!
1-800-730-6976

Struggling with
DRUGS or ALCOHOL?
Addicted to PILLS? Talk to someone
who cares. Call The Addiction Hope
& Help Line for a free assessment.
1-866-786-9980

Stay in your home longer with an
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1500 off, including a
free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation: Call us at
1-855-501-2042

Home
Improvements

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids.
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear
Sound. If you decide to keep it,
PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE
Shipping. Call Hearing Help Ex-
press 1- 877-442-6921

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions

apply. Call 1-855-895-7245

Behind on your MORTGAGE?
Denied a Loan Modification?
Bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner Protection
Services now! New laws are in
effect that may help. Call Now
1-844-720-2118

Financial
Service

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-
Registered. Crisp, clear sound,
state of-the-art features & no
audiologist needed. Try it RISK

FREE for 45 Days!
CALL 1-855-504-5893

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?You
and Your Family May Be Entitled to
Significant Cash Award. Call
1-855-635-9214 for Information. No
Risk. No Money Out of Pocket.

Get Your Medical Marijuana Card.
Call today to qualify. ST. Augustine
9 0 4 - 2 9 9 - 5 3 0 0 .  G a i n e s v i l l e
352-306-0220.Orlando 407-755-1022,
321-247-7667 Tampa 813-756-0091

FT. Myers 239-236-5311.

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company for
details. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for 350 procedures.
855-404-2263 or http://www.dental
50plus.com/cpf Ad# 6118

DIREC TV CHOICE All-Included
Package. Over 185 Channels! ONLY
$45/month (for 24 mos.) Call Now
-Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE! CALL
1-877-808-9508 Ask Us How To
Bundle & Save!

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

Satellite Sales
& Service

Health Service/
MedicalBUSINESSBUSINESS

SERVICESSERVICES
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Worship service held in an open-air building 
A simple place for reflection, surrounded by nature. 

Come as you are. All are welcome — even dogs.
SSuunnddaayyss  aatt  99::4455  aa..mm..

WE’RE
ALL EARS

Questions? Comments? Story ideas?
Let us know how we’re doing. 

904.285.8831
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to speak with a Sales Rep. today!
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Inspiring restful sleep 
A good night’s sleep can make all the difference in your day, your  
mindset and your overall health. But if you have obstructive sleep apnea,  
a peaceful slumber can feel like chasing a dream. 

A device called Inspire® may be an 
option if you have moderate to  
severe sleep apnea and can’t 
tolerate using a CPAP machine. 

Smaller than the palm of your hand, 
the implanted device uses a gentle 
pulse to keep the airway open. And 
it usually stops snoring, too. 

© Baptist Health 2021

Peter Nassar, MD Don Lerner, MD

baptistjax.com/inspire

904.202.0202

405 Solana Road, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 palmsatpontevedra.com

Assisted Living and Memory Care 

Schedule your tour today and have dinner on us!
Tours Daily! Call 904.686.3700

Culinary Director Adam Bashy and our amazing sous 
chef Dhurata Asslani have completely revamped the 
menu and meal presentation. They create their own 
menus based off dietary needs. Adam has a passion 
for serving our residents quality meals in a fine dining 
atmosphere.  Dhurata has 25 years’ experience in fine 
dining and has worked with amazing chefs during  
her 20 years as Sous Chef at Marriott. 

Meet the team behind  
our five-star dining!


