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Cookie season has begun, and members of Girl Scout Troop 52017 took to the streets of Nocatee in golf carts Feb. 9 selling cookies to help raise money for the Tom Coughlin Jay Fund. Read the
story on page 12.
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Send us your news

We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —
we'll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Visit our new website at
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

ADOPT A PET

Maize

Hi, I'm Maize.

I'm an 8-month-old
female American
pit bull terrier.

I love to go for
walks, play in the
yard with toys and
do all kinds of fun
puppy things.

If you want to add
a friendly, sweet, _ S

girl to your family, stop by the Pet Center to see if
we're a match.

St. Johns County Pet Center

| Bella

1 Hi, I'm Bella.

I'm a 2-year-old

] female terrier mix.

o I'm sweet, friendly

and happy.

{ In my previous home
[ was raised outside,

; so | will need some

 help with house-

training and learning

to live indoors.

Ifyou think we might be a match, please stop by the
Pet Center for a meet-and-greet with me.

Cat adoptions at the St. Johns County Pet Center are $30 for males and $40 for females. Dog adoptions are $45
for males and $60 for females. Adoption fees include microchipping, neutering/spaying, rabies vaccinations
and shots. The Pet Center is located at 130 N. Stratton Road off US. 1 between County Road 210 and
International Golf Parkway. Business hours are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday-Friday and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday.
The center is closed to the public on Sunday. On Monday, the office is open by appointment only to claim a
lost pet. For more information, call the St. Johns County Pet Center at (904) 209-6190.

Dune project expected to miss deadline

Sand placement operations of the FEMA Dune En-
hancement Project are now complete in Crescent and
South Ponte Vedra beaches, leaving only Ponte Vedra
Beach to complete.

The contractor, Continental Heavy Civil, formally
notified the county of its inability to complete the
project for Ponte Vedra Beach by the contracted date
of March 31. Reasons cited for the delay include a na-
tionwide trucker shortage. Despite this news, the plan
is to reopen Mickler’s Landing Beachfront Park to the
public by spring 2022, according to the county.

At its March 1 board meeting, the St. Johns County
Board of County Commissioners will discuss and
decide on options available to complete the project
expeditiously while mitigating the risk to the county.

After March 31, sand placement operations will
access the beach through alternate locations. The
priority is to complete the section of beach from the
northern boundary of Guana State Park to Mickler’s
Landing Beachfront Park. Resources from the recently
concluded South Ponte Vedra Beach sand placement
were redirected to the southern section of Ponte Vedra
Beach.

In the meantime, the county reminds beachgoers
that Mickler’s Landing Beachfront Park and parking

lot remain closed Monday through Friday.
A portion of the parking lot and the beach
walkway will remain open on Saturdays
and Sundays. A section of Cornerstone
Park remains occupied by the contractor to
stage heavy equipment.

St. Johns County to host American
Rescue Plan Act Workshop

St. Johns County is hosting an Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act workshop to allow
an opportunity for the public to provide
feedback on how the federal funds should
be utilized. During the workshop, county
staff will provide an overview of the law
and solicit input to help prioritize impacted
areas. All feedback collected at the work-
shop and through an online survey will be
aggregated and analyzed before the county
considers more funding allocations.

The workshop will be held at 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 22, at the Health and Hu-
man Services Building, Muscovy Confer-
ence Room, 200 San Sebastian View, St.
Augustine.

No action will be taken during the
workshop.

BRIEFS continues on Page 3
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Briefs

Continued from 2

For those who cannot attend the work-
shop, St. Johns County has established an
online survey to garner additional com-
munity input. To find the survey and more
information, go to sjcfl.us/SJCARPA.

Presentation to focus on starting a
business

Job hunters are invited to a Zoom meet-
ing on “How to STARTUP Your Own Busi-
ness,” presented by Melinda Powers, small
business consultant, Florida Small Busi-

ness Development Center at University of
North Florida.

Powers will explain the seven basic
requirements for starting a business: select-
ing an idea, testing the market, acquiring
capital, writing a plan, turning for help,
understanding legal requirements and put-
ting it all together.

The presentation, part of Christ Episco-
pal Church’s Savvy Job Hunters Ministry,
will be held from 10 a.m. to noon Feb. 25.
Sign-in begins at 9:50 a.m.

To register in advance, go to https:/
us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ11dO-
rqT8uHtZWEf QOUV7B _hJ okka6vH

Registrants will receive a confirmation

email containing information about joining
the meeting.

Gallery plans Earth Day community art
project

Butterfield Garage Art Gallery, 137 King
St., St. Augustine, is hosting its second
annual Open Community Art Project as a
way to celebrate artists in the community.
Anyone interested is invited to celebrate
Earth Day 2022 by creating and exhibiting
artworks related to the beauty of the planet
and protecting its environment in the gal-
lery’s “Celebrating EARTH” open invita-
tional exhibition.

Draw it, paint it, collage it ... your

choice. Canvases and entry forms can be
picked up at Butterfield Garage Art Gallery.
Entry fee is $10 per entry and includes an
8-by-8-inch canvas. Works created with
materials other than the canvas must con-
form to the 8-by-8-inch dimensions.

Entry forms are available at the gallery,
or on the Butterfield Garage website butter-
fieldgarage.com. The gallery is open every
day, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

All entries must be received at But-
terfield Garage Art Gallery no later than
March 27. The opening reception will take
place April 1, and the exhibit will continue
through April 30.

I LOST OVER 90 POUNDS!

.and I’'m still losing!

“l want to thank MRC for providing me with the support,
guidance and tools to lose the weight | have struggled with

for many years. When | finally realized | could not lose it on my
own | chose MRC and it was the best decision | could have made.
This program, utilizing the peptide therapies, works! With a great
support staff and their help to boost my metabolism | was able to
shed over 90 pounds... and I'm still losing! | cannot recommend
them enough! Thank you for making what | thought was an >
impossible goal become real.”

- Christine

CALL NOW

EEABOI.IC”” (904) 574-5964

RESEARCH CENTER Jacksonville Beaches: 252 Solana Rd., Ponte Vedra Beach
WEIGHT LOSS SPECIALISTS Atlantic Beach: 599 Atlantic Blvd., Ste. 1, Atlantic Beach

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

TOM TROUT, inc.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

904) 737-5412 * tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!

PV2-1V45857

South Jax Beach Oceanfront

(lassic elegance in highly desired South Jax Beach!
One of the original cottages that has been completely restored
with natural light in the main living space and
a quest suite that opens onto the oceanfront lanai.
Owners Suite has expansive
views of the ocean from the balcony.
5 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms
$3,445,000

Sarah Alexander, REALTOR®
904.334.3104 cell

Sarah@SarahAlexander.net
www.SarahAlexander.net

QAN

ALEXANDER

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Florida Network Realty
“From Cottages to Castles”

Luxury Intracoastal Estate

Leave the world behind! Drive down the beautifully landscaped
drive to the private 44 acre waterfront estate you get to call home.
Custom-built with privacy, security and sustainability, this 10,956
sq. ft. home is truly a work of art. Stunning and expanisve eastern
views of the Intracoastal Waterway with 160 ft. of water frontage
and fully euipped for year-round outdoor living with a 25,000
-gallon salt chlorinated pool, hot tub, dock, and boat lift. Come
enjoy unrivaled privacy just minutes away from the Atlantic Ocean.
5 Bedrooms, 5 Baths, 4 half baths.
$8,995,000.

Elizabeth Hudgins, REALTOR® ﬂ
904.553.2032 cell ‘ ’

Elizabeth@ElizabethHudgins.com 9
www.ElizabethHudgins.com ELIZABETH

HUDGINS

©2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC An independently operated subsidiary of Homes Services of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway Home Services and the Berkshire Hathaway Home Services symbol
are registered servicemarks of Home Services of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.
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Willa Birks McDougall

Willa Birks McDougall, 91, of Ponte
Vedra Beach, and till recently also of
Georgeville, Quebec, died peacefully in
her home on January 30, 2022.

Willa was born and raised in Montreal,
Quebec, Canada in a large and loving
extended family. After attending McGill
University, she met and married her life-
long “best beau,” Jim.

Willa and Jim raised their 3 beloved
children in Montreal, and also in nearby
Mt. Bruno where Willa’s extended fam-
ily had gathered for years to enjoy each
other and the beautiful Canadian out-
doors. Innumerable sporting activities,
multi-generational family gatherings and
celebrations ... these were the stuff of
“Bruno life,” and they constituted Willa’s
absolutely most favorite memories.

Willa was an accomplished athlete. She
won many local tennis tournaments. She
was ladies’ golf champion at Mt. Bruno
Country Club an unprecedented 10 times
over 14 years, and racked up 11 holes-in-
one over her lifetime. She never spoke
of her natural prowess, but she passed on
the love of sports, outdoor life, and fair
play to her children and grandchildren
alike.

Willa was also known for the beauty of
her prolific handiwork: homemade meals,

Willa Birks McDougall

colorful sweaters and quilts, needlepoint-
ed pillows, fresh flower arrangements,
and more. For Willa, life was to be richly
shared. She also took on significant vol-
unteer leadership roles including several
years each as President of all volunteers
for the Montreal Junior League and Mon-
treal General Hospital.

In 1977, Willa and Jim relocated their
primary home to Ponte Vedra. They loved
their new life and their many friends
here. Still, they returned to Canada annu-

B

[ - - L e
This Is Our Idea Of Cleaning Up
We'll bet you're looking for Independent Living that leaves
nothing on the table. And if there is something on the table—

leave it for housekeeping. Leaving you more time for fun is the
name of the game at Windsor Pointe. Can we deal you in?

Windsor Pointe

VIBRANT INDEPENDENT LIVING

CALLTO
PLAN YOUR

PRIVATE TOUR.
(904) 490-6300

4060 SAN PABLO PKWY, JACKSONVILLE, FL 32224

A Residence of Legend Senior Living® G @
WindsorPointeJAX.com NO BUY-IN

ally for months at a time. Willa continued
to travel north even after Jim passed in
2002, and, with the help of her family, on
to her 90th year.

Four years ago, Willa’s grandson Ben
moved in with her to become her full-
time caregiver. Thanks to him, Willa was
able to stay in her home and maintain as
normal, full, and happy a life as possible
right to the end. Willa loved her Ben!

Willa is survived by her three children
and their families: Sandy (Paolo, Ben,
Jordan, Seth, Bianca, Nicole), Carrie
(Lincoln, Morgan, Vince), and Duncan
(Belle, Jesse). She will also be dearly
missed by many, both north and south.

A memorial gathering will be an-
nounced at a later date.

Special thanks to those who were
invaluable in Willa’s end-of-life care,
including Dr Tea Stephens, Casie Cole,
Debbie Greene, Mary Annabi, the Pro-
Medica Hospice team, and Nikki Helm.

Donations in Willa’s name may be
made to Children’s Literacy Foundation,
a non-profit founded and directed by her
son Duncan (CLiF, 1536 Loomis Hill
Rd, Waterbury Center, VT 05677), or to
ProMedica Hospice, (8130 Baymeadows
Way West, Unit 201, Jacksonville, FL
32256).

DEATH NOTICES

Generoso Baroso

Generoso Baroso, 77, of Jacksonville,
Florida, died Feb. 4, 2022. Ponte Vedra
Valley Funeral Home, Cremation Center
& Cemetery — 904-285-1130 — www.
pontevedravalley.com

AnneT. Blackburn

Anne T. Blackburn, 96, of Ponte
Vedra Beach, Florida, died Feb. 7, 2022.
Arrangements by Quinn Shalz Family
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre. www.
quinn-shalz.com 904-249-1100

Edward Cooke

Edward Cooke, 86, of St. Augustine,
Florida, died Feb. 6, 2022. Ponte Vedra
Valley Funeral Home, Cremation Center
& Cemetery — 904-285-1130 — www.
pontevedravalley.com

Walter “Ski” Czyzewski

Walter “Ski” Czyzewski, 88, of Ponte
Vedra Beach, Florida, died Feb. 7, 2022.
Ponte Vedra Valley Funeral Home,
Cremation Center & Cemetery — 904-285-
1130 — www.pontevedravalley.com

DEATH NOTICES continue on Page 5

DAVID BROMBERG QUINTET
+ROB ICKES & TREYHENSLEY

4,

PONTE~VEDRA

— CONCERT HALL —

TICKETS ON SALE
AT ST. AUGUSTINE AMPHITHEATRE BOX OFFICE OR ONLINE
AT WWW.PVCONCERTHALL.COM
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Mary Alice Hackney Sanders

Mary Alice Hackney Sanders was born
in Hattiesburg, Mississippi on November
2, 1938 to Paul and Alice Hackney. She
attended Hattiesburg High School, where
she played in the band and met her sweet-
heart, Jerry Sanders. Mary Alice attended
college at The University of Southern
Mississippi and then married her love,
Jerry, on May 26, 1957. She worked in
the library at Mississippi State University
while Jerry completed his engineering
degree.

Mary Alice was a wonderful, loving
mother and a beloved Mimi. In 1958
Jerry and Mary Alice were blessed with
their first child, Sharon Patricia Sanders,
followed by the birth of their son, Charles
Scott Sanders (Jewell) in 1961 and their
daughter, Suzanne Sanders Joyner (John)
in 1966. They were blessed with many
grandchildren, including Charles Evans
(Casey), Allison Leigh Weems (Bo), Jus-
tin Sanders (Angie), Mary Margaret Hill
(Jamie), Brian Charles Sanders, Anna
Claire Dumas (Ben) and CJ Joyner, as
well as their great grandchildren Rhett &
Bowen Weems and Jack Dumas.

Jerry enjoyed a long career as an
engineer and manager with South Central
Bell and as a Vice President of BellSouth
Corporation. His career took the family to
Chicago, Illinois, several parts of Missis-
sippi (Gulfport, Meridian, and Jackson),
Birmingham, Alabama, and finally, to
Jacksonville, Florida, where they lived
in The Plantation in Ponte Vedra Beach.
They developed many close friends over
the years and they loved spending time
golfing, traveling, enjoying the beach and
having fun with family and friends.

Mary Alice was a true Southern lady.
She was known for her warmth and hos-
pitality. She “never met a stranger” and
made friends everywhere she went. Mary
Alice loved decorating her home for

Mary Alice Hackney Sanders

every holiday and she was a wonderful
hostess. One of her passions was garden-
ing. Her rose garden in Birmingham and
her gardens in The Plantation were her
pride and joy. She loved giving beautiful
bouquets of roses to family and friends.
Mary Alice was always involved in
the community, giving generously of her
time and finances to organizations such
as the American Cancer Society, the Girl
Scouts, the Ponte Vedra Women’s Club,
and Faithful Servant Ministries. Being
involved in church work was a huge part
of her life. Mary Alice grew up singing
in the choir at Broad Street Methodist
Church in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. She
taught Sunday School and was a youth
leader for many years at Christ United

Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi

and she also helped establish the prayer
garden there. Mary Alice and Jerry were

early members of Asbury United Method-

ist Church in Birmingham, Alabama and
charter members of Ponte Vedra United

Methodist Church in Ponte Vedra Beach,
Florida, where Mary Alice served on the

2021

SiS1/#BEgy

BERRY & CO.
REAL ESTATE

‘ Clavebernyrealestate.com

is almest here!
For 37 years, I have been advising local sellers;
real estate is a local business, so local knowledge and
presence is key to success. If you are trying to understand

today’s market and what makes sense for you, please contact
me for a free consultation. I'll give you an honest evaluation.

n%iQZgg

i Resourceful... Responsible... Respected

JACKSONVILLE BUSINESS JOURNAR.
Top 10 NorTHEAST FLORIDA REsIDENTIAL REALTORS 2018-2021
Five STAR “BesT IN CLIENT SATisFACTION” 2005-2021

904.382.5875

clare@clareberry.realtor

Altar Guild and sang in the choir.

Mary Alice loved her family and
friends deeply and her warmth and kind-
ness will be missed by them every day.
They are comforted by the fact that she is
with Jesus in Heaven and that they will
be together again one day. “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believes in
Him will not perish but will have ever-
lasting life.” John 3:16

A celebration of Mary Alice’s life will
be held at Ponte Vedra Church on Febru-
ary 19,2022 at 11:30 a.m. (EST). The
service will be live streamed for those
unable to attend.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made in Mary Alice’s memory to Ponte
Vedra Church, 76 South Roscoe Boule-
vard, Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, 32082.
(website: pontevedra.church)

O

PONTE VEDRA VALLEY
“A Family Owned Funeral Home
with On-site Cremation Center and Cemetery”
904-285-1130
www.pontevedravalley.com

summum woman

1049 Kings Avenue, 32207 399-4864

NNINGHAM ——

DEATH NOTICES

Roy P. Hatten

Roy P. Hatten, 62, of Jacksonville,
Florida, died Feb. 6, 2022. Ponte Vedra
Valley Funeral Home, Cremation Center
& Cemetery — 904-285-1130 — www.
pontevedravalley.com

Barbara Haun

Barbara Haun, 87, of Ponte Vedra
Beach, Florida, died Feb. 5, 2022. Ponte
Vedra Valley Funeral Home, Cremation
Center & Cemetery — 904-285-1130 —
www.pontevedravalley.com

Homer Hull Jr.

Homer Hull Jr., 95, of Atlantic Beach,
Florida, died Feb. 4, 2022. Arrangements
by Quinn Shalz Family Funeral Home &
Cremation Centre. www.quinn-shalz.com
904-249-1100

Patricia Hultz

Patricia Hultz, 81, of Jacksonville
Beach, Florida, died Feb. 10, 2022. Ponte
Vedra Valley Funeral Home, Cremation
Center & Cemetery — 904-285-1130 —
www.pontevedravalley.com

X

f

Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. = Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m

lindacunningham.com

One Block East of Hendricks Avenue at Prudential Drive
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Jonathan Zisser, co-founder and owner of Zisser Family Law in Jacksonville, has practiced in several diverse areas of the law over
his career. He is the son of attorneys Elliot and Carolyn Zisser and has been recognized for his work.

As told to Shaun Ryan

| see that you have worked as an attorney for Defend-
ers of Wildlife in Washington, D.C. Can you tell me
about your experience there and your perspective on
protecting endangered species?

My experience with Defenders of Wildlife was 20
years ago now, but I still remember working with the
Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S Forest Service
and U.S. Department of Justice to protect the northern
spotted owl species and its habitat due to the effects of
logging and climate change.

In Jacksonville, you served as an assistant public
defender. Can you tell me about your role and its
importance to a society that respects the rights of the
accused?

The fundamental role of the Office of the Public De-
fender is to provide competent legal representation to the
criminally accused who cannot afford to hire an attorney.
The right to counsel to everyone facing a possible depri-
vation of liberty is the one of the most fundamental and
important constitutional rights we have. My role included
representing children in juvenile court, the mentally ill in
civil detention court and adults charged with misdemean-
ors to very serious first degree felonies. There cannot be
two systems of justice in this county, one for the wealthy
and one for everyone else.

How did your upbringing influence your interest in
law?

Having two parents who are attorneys definitely kept
the idea of being a lawyer in the forefront, but neither of
my parents put any pressure on me to become an attor-
ney, or to practice in the areas where they practice. But
their passion and interest in the law and in helping people
definitely influenced by decision to go to law school and
become an attorney.

Tell me about your current practice. What kinds of
cases do you take on, and how do you approach each
new one?

My current practice focuses on family law, and the
criminal collateral damage that often follows families in
conflict, such as domestic violence, substance abuse and
DUI. My focus in family law revolves mostly around
representing parties going through divorce proceed-
ings, custody and timesharing evaluations, valuation and
distribution of the assets and liabilities acquired during
a marriage, post judgment modification and enforce-
ment of final judgments, and non-married parties going
through paternity proceedings. I approach each case by
analyzing the issues unique to the case, asking the client
to evaluate the things that are most important to him/her,
and developing a strategy with each client that can result
in a successful settlement.

What are some of the achievements of which you are
most proud?

I’m most proud of my inclusion on the SuperLawyers.
com list from 2020-2022 and being named as a Super-
Lawyers.com rising start in 2013-14. I’'m also proud of
my annual commitment to pro bono service by providing
time to Jacksonville Area Legal Aid in offering family
law clinics to those members of the community who can-

not afford to hire a family law attorney.

What do you like best about living here on the First
Coast?

I love the quality of life that the First Coast provides.
I spend much of my free time on the beaches stretching
from Atlantic Beach to St. Augustine, riding bikes in the
trails of Hannah Park and Guana State Park and enjoying

paddle boarding and kayaking on the Intracoastal Water-
way and St. Johns River. My daughter loves the beach
and all the playgrounds around town. I also cheer hard for
the Jaguars where I’ve been a season ticket holder since
the beginning of the franchise, and enjoy the arts, culture
and music that come to the greater Jacksonville area. |
also love getting “down” to St. Augustine and “up” to
Fernandina Beach and just walking around with friends.
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Exhibit chronicles achievements
of African-Americans in golf

As the nation celebrates Black History
Month with observances and activities
honoring the historic contributions of
African-Americans, THE PLAYERS is
no exception. This month, THE PLAY-
ERS introduced “Foreward Together,” a
new exhibit that highlights and chronicles
the milestones and impact of African-
Americans in golf.

The exhibit, which also highlights
Jacksonville leaders’ contributions to the
integration of golf, will be on display
at TPC Sawgrass during the month of
February and will relocate to the atrium
of Jacksonville City Hall for display
throughout March.

“Foreward Together” features interac-
tive touch screen displays, timelines and

memorabilia from several of the game’s
most celebrated legends and industry
trailblazers.

“Calvin (Peete, the first African-Amer-
ican winner of THE PLAYERS Champi-
onship) inspired so many young people,
especially kids, across the country and
across the world to pick up a golf club
and start playing this great game,” said
Pepper Peete, widow of the late Calvin
Peete. “This exhibit is just one way his
legacy lives on, and future generations
can continue to know that golf is a sport
anyone can play.”

“Foreward Together” includes a rich
collection of information, stories and
items designed to inform and introduce
visitors to the many pioneers, trailblazers

and advocates who have contributed to
the growth and impact of the sport. The
origins of the Foreward Together ex-
hibit stem from a Northeast Florida Golf
Exhibit that was on display at the Ritz
Theater & LaVilla Museum in 2015.

“It’s such an honor to play a part in
bringing this exhibit to life,” said Jared
Rice, executive director of THE PLAY-
ERS. “Golf has such a rich history in
our community, and this exhibit — as
evidenced by its name — demonstrates our
commitment to honoring and building a
stronger and more inclusive future.”

“We are honored that THE PLAYERS
chose to commission this exhibit and
have it on display for all of Jacksonville’s
citizens to see and explore,” said Jack-

‘Foreward Together’ Exhibit

FEBRUARY

Where: TPC Sawgrass Club-
house, 110 Championship Way,
Ponte Vedra Beach,

Hours: 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday
through Sunday

MARCH

Where: Jacksonville City Hall:
117 W Duval St, Jacksonville, FL
32202

Hours: Monday through Friday: 8
a.m. to 5 p.m.

sonville Mayor Lenny Curry. “Jackson-
ville is home to many African-American
trailblazers who worked tirelessly to en-
sure that the game of golf is more acces-
sible, and this exhibit shines an important
spotlight on the leading role our com-
munity has played in making sure golf is
more inclusive and welcoming to all.”

Kelsea Ballerini to headline Military Appreciation Day concert

Two-time Grammy Award-nominated,
multi-platinum songwriter, producer and
ACM Female Vocalist of the Year nomi-
nee Kelsea Ballerini will highlight THE
PLAYERS Championship’s Military Ap-
preciation Day Concert on March 8.

She will be the first female artist to
perform at the Military Appreciation Day
Concert.

With the release of her debut album
“The First Time” (Black River), she
became “the only female country artist to
hit No. 1 with her first three consecutive
singles from a debut album.”

She has logged four back-to-back Top
10 entries on the Billboard Top Country
Albums chart.

With 25 certifications from the RIAA
to date, her catalog has a string of essen-
tial smashes such as the double-platinum
“Miss Me More” and “Peter Pan,” as well
as the platinum “hole in the bottle” with
Shania Twain — which marked Bal-
lerini’s sixth No. 1.

$10 gives you the power to vote for your favorite gumbo!

Ballerini has garnered two Grammy
Award nominations, won two ACM
Awards, two CMA Awards, took home
the iHeartRadio Music Awards honor for
“Best New Artist” and received mul-
tiple career nominations from the ACM
Awards, American Music Awards, CMA
Awards, CMT Awards and People’s
Choice Awards.

She concluded 2021 as the “No. 3
most-played female artist on country
radio” and CMT “Artist of the Year,” in
addition to picking up “Musical Event of
the Year” and “Video of the Year” at the
CMA Awards for the gold-certified “half
of my hometown” with Kenny Chesney.

According to NPR, “Kelsea Ballerini
is definitely one of the most influential
women in country right now ... she’s

defining the sound of the genre.”

She also was inducted as a member of
the Grand Ole Opry in 2019. At the time,
she was the Opry’s youngest member, in
its nearly 100-year history.

The performance will take place on
the island green par-3 17th hole at THE
PLAYERS Stadium Course at TPC
Sawgrass and headlines several initiatives
leading up to, and during, tournament
week that will honor military members,
veterans and their families.

The concert will immediately follow
the Military Appreciation Day Ceremony,
which begins at 4:30 p.m. Tickets already
include access to the Military Apprecia-
tion Day Ceremony and Concert and can
only be purchased via THEPLAYERS.
com/tickets. Parking is separate and must
be purchased in advance.

“We are excited to bring back the
Military Appreciation Day Ceremony
and Concert that our fans have come to
know and love,” said Jared Rice, execu-
tive director of THE PLAYERS. “Kelsea
is going to bring the star-power, energy
and passion that have been staples of our
Military Appreciation Day over the last
10-plus years, and we’re looking for-

FAT TUESDAY | March 1st at 12:00PM

3 Award-Winning Chefs, Gumbo, Signature Cocktail My Medern. | Resorl
/ SPIRATIONS

Proceeds to benefit Mayo Clinic

RSVP to 904.544.8220

ward to a strong lineup of initiatives and
programs to honor all military members,
veterans and their families for everything
they do to protect and defend the free-
doms we enjoy.”

Refer to the military information page
on THE PLAYERS website (https://www.
theplayers.com/military.html) for a full
list of military appreciation offerings and
programming at the 2022 championship.

ww/& @mm

=pendent Living Community By Inspired Living

10660 Validus Drive Jacksonville, FL 32256
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The Recorder’s garden columnist Kathy Esfahani of Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery shares her
tips for growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY'S GARDENING GUIDE: SUCCULENTS FOR WINTER, WHY NOT?

By Kathy Esfahani

“Life is like a cactus,
prickly but very
beautiful”

Whoever said you couldn’t
have nice plantings in winter?

Succulents are a perfect
choice all-year long, especially
during the cooler months when
temperatures can dip very
low, and the seasonal rain like
we’ve been experiencing this year often makes plant-
ing outside — or indoors — seem like a chore. But, you
still have options. Especially when planting succulents
in your yard or filling up your favorite container with a
variety of colors. Any time of the year in Ponte Vedra
Beach is as good a time as any for planting succulents.

Want to bring the beauty of succulents inside? Choose
your favorite container. Provided it gives adequate space
for soil, drainage and air, of course. Like humans, succu-
lents thrive on lots of oxygen and sunlight. Your favorite
container can either be from something you already
have lying around your home or something simple you
purchased at the local dollar store.

We have created some glorious arrangements of succu-

Kathy Esfahani

lents recently gathered at the nursery and planted within
a resin seashell purchased at the local home-goods store.
Simply clean the container thoroughly, ensuring the

item you use is free of insects, larva and debris. Fill ap-
proximately halfway, then arrange the succulents you’ve
chosen exactly how you prefer, placing any trailing plant
to the edges to provide a more abundant container. No
placement is wrong!

When putting your new creation indoors, remember
to place near sunlight, but not directly. Ensure the place
chosen to feature your new creation provides lots of
unobstructed airflow to give the succulents plenty of
oxygen to thrive. Succulents do not need much water to
survive; in fact, the less the better!

In a few days to a couple of weeks post planting, your
succulents’ container will flourish. Simply place the
container within your home or on a patio and enjoy the
beauty of the succulents all year round.

Get creative and happy planting.

Flower of the Week: Variegated Sun Rose

Email Kathy at kcg.pvr@gmail.com for any
questions or gardening tips you would like to
see in the future. For more information and
ideas, visit Kathy'’s Creative Gardens & Nursery,
196 N. Roscoe Blvd. The phone number is 904-
655-7373.

Our pediatric heart team:

v Provides comprehensive care for
common and highly complex heart
conditions in children of all ages

v Takes part in cardiovascular research
to improve patient outcomes

v Offers medical, social and emotional
support for patients and families

Find out more about our expertise
with Little Hearts:

Visit wolfsonchildrens.com/LittleHearts,
email wolfsonheart@bmcjax.com or call
904.202.8550.

- . £ ’%—-}I

Succulent planter

Little hearts need BIG expertise.

Nationally recognized Wolfson Children’s Hospital of Jacksonville has taken care of little
hearts for decades. Our highly skilled Terry Heart Institute team is dedicated to providing the
most advanced cardiac care to our patients. We have all the needed specialists to diagnose,
treat, manage and study congenital and acquired heart conditions.

Specializing in:

v General, interventional and preventive
cardiology

v Comprehensive fetal cardiac imaging

v Electrophysiology

v Treatment of acquired heart conditions
(i.e., Kawasaki disease and
cardiomyopathy)

v Full range of cardiothoracic surgical
procedures

Wolfson Il [N
Children’s Hospital

OF JACKSONVILLE

Photos provided by Kathy Esfahani
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Nease offers students in-depth approach with SAT boot camp

By Anthony Richards

For high school students, this can be a
stressful time, especially for upperclass-
men, as they prepare to take the SAT,
which is part of their path to college.

However, Nease High School is doing
its part to take some of that stress away
by offering students an opportunity to be
as best prepared for the test as possible
with a pair of boot camps focusing on the
math and verbal aspects of the exam.

“The SAT/ACT is a tough test for
many students,” Nease High math teacher
Kelli Gebauer said. “Learning how to
balance the time constraints and content
is crucial to getting a good score. Many
students were able to get the Bright
Futures Scholarship after taking our boot
camp.”

The school will hold two consecutive
weekends where students can hone their
knowledge and have a greater sense of
what to expect heading into the testing.

According to Gebauer, the boot camp
was implemented a little more than a year
ago after parents asked for help and the
school’s parent teacher student organiza-
tion helped organize the initiative.

The advanced SAT math boot camp
will be instructed by Gebauer Feb. 26 and
March 6, while Craig Binns and Sandra
Strauss will oversee the advanced SAT
verbal boot camp Feb. 27 and March 5.

Each of the camps will be held from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. on the respective days.

What separates the boot camp from
a typical prep course is the amount of
material that is covered, and the approach
taken.

“It’s more in-depth,” said Binns, who
has taught SAT prep courses for 15 years.
“I do it that way to cover every measure
and question type they will see. It’s a
deeper analytical mindset to understand
not just why an answer is right but to also
know why the other three are wrong.”

Problem solving and time management
strategies will be the focus of the math
boot camp and reading comprehension,
writing concepts and grammar rules will
be the talking points for the verbal boot
camp.

“Pacing, in my opinion, is the hardest
part,” Gebauer said. “Kids sit on ques-
tions too long when they don’t know
how to do them and then run out of
time. Learning how to approach multiple
choice questions can be a time saver.”

The math test will include a 38-ques-
tion calculator section and a 20-question
portion without a calculator that instead
asks questions pertaining to concepts and
topics within the field.

The verbal portion of the test will
include sections pertaining to a student’s
writing, language and reading skills.

“This is a test that more or less has not

Your Community vm/brsa Years
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(904)285-8831

pontevedrarecorder.com

changed in 60 years,” Binns said. “It’s the
same types of concepts. Once students
find that out it tends to calm them down.”

Both camps are $225 to register and
part of the fee will include handouts, a
sample test and instruction.

Students will also need to buy and
bring with them the 2020 edition of “The
Official SAT Study Guide” by The Col-
lege Board. The school website informed
that it can be found on Amazon.com for
about $15.

According to Binns, he recently heard
that Florida State University and the Uni-
versity of North Florida are both requir-
ing a 4.2 weighted GPA for high school
students enrolling.

“These numbers have increased expo-
nentially,” Binns said. “It’s a competitive
world we’re in, and these kids that take
these boot camps are trying to gain every
advantage they can.”

(904) 813-1913 Cell
Janet.Westling@bhhsfnr.com

www.JanetWestling.com

By enjoy the natural habitat that is Flor-

©2020 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An indepentendly owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.* Equal Housing Opportunity.

A 30-minute lunch break will be pro-
vided for those in attendance.

Some scholarships will be available to
help pay for the camps for students who
need the assistance.

The camps are fundraisers of the Nease
High School PTSO and any questions
about the camps can be sent to nhs.ptso.
board@gmail.com.

Gorgeous Marsh Home on the Estruary to the Intracoastal

Step inside 55 Quail Lane and experi-
ence a spacious, stunning and recently
re-designed coastal contemporary.

Launch your kayak from your dock and

ida living. This private estate sits on
4 acres with Verandas that wrap
around 3 stories that include 4 bed-
rooms, 5 bathrooms, an office and a
pool for outdoor entertainment.

4 BR 5BA 3,360 square feet -$1,199,000

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices
Florida Network Realty

Your Community Voice, for 50 Years

To be considered:

*18 years of age or older
oValid driver’s license
eCurrent automobile insurance
*Reliable transportation

*Willing to work Thursdays (early AM)

Recorder

Not your average newspaper, not your average reader

Newspaper Carriers Needed
Dealer & Carrier Routes Available

The Ponte Vedra Recorder is currently hiring reliable and dedicated Independent
Contractors to distribute newspapers throughout the Ponte Vedra Beach, Nocatee &
Beaches areas one day a week (Thursdays). )

*Must be committed to providing excellent customer service

eAttention to detail and customer service driven
*Must be able to lift paper bundles of approx. 20+Ibs
eAble to collect and record fees from dealers

If interested, please call 904-300-5374 or
email Joe Wilhelm: joe@osteenmediagroup.com
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Submissions being accepted ‘A Day Without Violence’ contest

CEICA S ¢)

Betty Griffin Center is accepting sub-
missions from St. Johns County students
for the 2023 “A Day Without Violence”
art and poetry contest.

The project is open to students in
kindergarten through 12th grade, whether
they attend public school or private
school or are home-schooled. All entries
are due by April 20.

Prizes are awarded for the winners,
who are selected by a group of indepen-
dent artists: first place, $50; second place,
$25; and 11 honorable mentions will be
presented $10 each.

All 13 winning artists and 12 poets will
have their work reproduced in the Betty
Griffin Center “A Day Without Violence
2023 Calendar.” The agency prints more
than 3,000 calendars for distribution
throughout the county.

“We received more than 1,000 art and
poetry entries during last year’s contest,”
said Betty Griffin Center CEO Kelly
Franklin. “We’re grateful for the contin-
ued support of the by St. Johns County
school teachers, despite all the challenges
they faced during the pandemic last year,
and also want to thank Hartley Print, our
print sponsor for the 2022 calendar.”

Contest winners will be recognized
during a School Board meeting and have
their artwork displayed at a local art gal-

lery in October during Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.

Student artists and poets can drop off
their submissions at the following loca-
tions:

* Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library,
101 Library Blvd.

* Betty Griffin Center Thrift Shoppe
locations at 445 S.R. 13 North, St. Johns
(corner of Race Track Road and S.R. 13)
or 1961 A1A South, St. Augustine

* Bartram Trail Branch Library, 60
Davis Pond Blvd., Fruit Cove

* Hastings Branch Library, 6195 S.
Main St., Hastings

* Main Library, 1960 N. Ponce de Leon
Blvd., St. Augustine

* Southeast Branch Library, 6670 U.S.
1 South, St. Augustine

* Anastasia Island Branch Library, 124
Sea Grove Main St., St. Augustine Beach

To be eligible, artwork must be in
color and able to be reproduced at 8-by-
10 and suitable for framing (horizontal
format only). All original 2D media is
acceptable. The theme “A Day Without
Violence” must be reflected in the art or
words. An entry form must accompany
each piece of art, which can be down-
loaded from the Betty Griffin Center
website at https://bettygriffincenter.org/
day-without-violence-calendar-contest.

Contributed photo
The first-place winning art from the 2022 “A Day Without Violence” calendar was created by
Ailani Valencia from Ponte Vedra High School.

coordinator Kenlie Kubart at 904-808-
8544, extension 207, or email kenliek@
bettygriffincenter.org.

Any businesses or other donors
interested in sponsoring the printing
of the calendar should contact contest
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Megan’s morning
weight training class!
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Local Girl Scout troop seeks to benefit Jay Fund with cookie sales

By Anthony Richards

It is officially cookie season for the
Girl Scouts and Troop 52017 of Nocatee
held its inaugural “Cookies on Carts”
event Feb. 9 to raise money for the Tom
Coughlin Jay Fund.

The event took place in the Twenty
Mile community and is extremely unique
to Nocatee in its nature because instead
of walking around going door to door, the
girls rode in golf carts.

“We have our meetings once a month,
and we thought this would be a fun way
to do something like this all together,”
said Lauren Gainor, who has a daughter
in the troop. “The Girl Scouts call them
‘walkabouts,” but we’re just doing a ‘cart-
about.” We just love the Nocatee lifestyle
that allows you to do this.”

According to Gainor, the Jay Fund was
chosen as the charity to benefit because it
holds a special place in her family’s heart,
as their neighbor, a 6-year-old child, has
been battling brain cancer and his family
has received support from the foundation,
which aims to help families dealing with
childhood cancer.

The child traveled to Boston for brain
surgery in May and the Jay Fund has of-
fered a helping hand to the family during
the difficult time.

“Our neighbor has been through a lot,
so we wanted to help him get through it,”

10-year-old Clara Gainor said.

“We are driving awareness for the
organization and their upcoming Wine
Tasting Gala, which will be hosted in
the beginning of March,” Lauren Gainor
said. “It’s good to teach the girls to sup-
port these causes.”

The Jay Fund’s wine tasting gala is
scheduled for March 3 on the riverfront
in downtown Jacksonville.

This is not the first time the troop has
had the Jay Fund in mind. During the hol-
idays, the troop made cards and mailed
them to all the Jay Fund families, and
they also taken part in a 5K to support the
foundation.

“Three of their six patches this year
have been related to the Jay Fund in some
way,” Lauren Gainor said.

Girl Scout troops all around the Ponte
Vedra and Nocatee areas are currently
involved in the organization’s annual
“cookie season” which lasts through the
end of February.

“You’ll start to see the different booths
popping up around the community,” Lau-
ren Gainor said.

Emily Vinitimilla and Gabby Gam-
bino are both in their first year with Girl
Scouts, but they are loving the experience
to this point.

“I was looking at all the patches, and I
saw horseback riding and was like ‘yes,

Brain Tumor
Network

OUR HOME IS PONTE VEDRA
OUR IMPACT IS NATIONWIDE

PROVIDING FREE, INDIVIDUALIZED BRAIN TUMOR
SUPPORT TO HELP PATIENTS OVERCOME TREATMENT
OBSTACLES AND FACILITATE ACCESS TO
QUALITY HEALTHCARE.

Visit Us Online at BrainTumorNetwork.org

Photo by Anthony Richards
Members of Girl Scouts Troop 52017 ride off in golf carts to sell cookies in the Twenty Mile
community of Nocatee Feb. 9.

Gainor and Vinitimilla like Samoas but
Vinitimilla prefers them frozen, while
Gambino likes Adventurefuls, which is a
new cookie this year.

“My friend let me have some and it’s
like caramel and chocolate,” Gambino
said. “They are so good.”

yes, yes,”” Gambino said.
Clara Gainor has been part of Girl
Scouts since she was 4 years old.
“Selling the cookies is my favorite
part,” Clara Gainor said. “It’s just really
great to talk to people and just have fun.”
Each of the girls have their favorite
cookie.
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Hard work
pays off

Keller named 2022
Cameron Impact Scholar

By Anthony Richards

Earning a scholarship to help pay for
college is always a big deal but being one
of 15 students in the nation to receive one
makes it even more memorable.

That is what Ponte Vedra High senior
Anna Grace Keller felt when she first
heard the news that she had been chosen
as a 2022 Cameron Impact Scholar by the
Bryan Cameron Foundation.

Keller missed the first call with the
news because she was in class, but the
phone rang again when she got home,
and she was filled with joy that all her
dedication was coming to fruition.

“I didn’t even know how to respond,
expect to scream,” Keller chuckled. “It’s
super affirming because I’ve worked hard
throughout my high school career. It was
just good to hear a ‘yes.’”

It was the sixth class of scholarships
awarded by the foundation, which was
established in 2015. Keller was the lone
recipient from Florida.

“We couldn’t be more thrilled to have
Anna Grace join our family of Cameron
Impact Scholars,” said Amie Lucas,
Bryan Cameron Foundation executive
director. “She has such a bright future
ahead of her and has the potential to re-
ally positively impact so many.”

She initially heard about the foun-
dation’s scholarship program from
PVHS alum and family friend Harrison

Snowden, who had been a past scholar-
ship recipient.

“I put out an application in the summer,
which is available for juniors, and it was
a pretty lengthy essay process,” Keller
said.

She heard she was a finalist in October
and that she was among the recipients in
mid-December.

The process included a variety of short-
and long-form essays, and applicants
were also asked to describe themselves in
the length of a tweet.

“I thought that (the tweet) was really
cool,” Keller said. “The process started
before I started doing my college essays,
so it was good practice and really got the
brain juices flowing.”

It is a full-merit scholarship that Keller
is open to use toward tuition at the col-
lege of her choosing.

Keller thanked her time at Ponte Vedra
High for helping lay the foundation and
prepare her for what the future holds.

“Ponte Vedra has been a great school,
and I’ve personally found that I love it,”
Keller said. “It’s definitely a competitive
environment but I seem to thrive off that.
The biggest thing that separates Ponte
Vedra is the student-teacher relationships
and how they are so accessible. They are
free to encourage creative thought and
not just stick to curriculum, which I like
because it is more application-based.”

Photo by Anthony Richards

Ponte Vedra High senior Anna Grace Keller is one of 15 recipients nationwide of the 2022 Cam-

eron Impact Scholarship.

According to Keller, she was one of
about 2,700 applicants in the process this
year, which was narrowed down to 100
finalists before choosing the final 15.

Each year the foundation holds an in-
person banquet. This year it is in Atlanta
and will take place in April.

“The tuition is obviously great, but
parallel to that, I’m also really excited to
see the network of people that you meet,
Keller said.

It is not the first scholarship that Keller
has received, having also been awarded
an Army ROTC scholarship.

“I’'m hoping to go into college and do
Army ROTC and train with my bat-

ER)

talion,” Keller said. “I want to major in
biological sciences on a pre-med track.

It totally seems to fit my path, because I
love service and having a deeper purpose
than just learning biology.”

Keller applied to the University of
Notre Dame, which her sister already
attends, and has been notified that she
got in. She expects to hear back from the
other college applications by late March
or early April.

“My parents have been instrumental
in encouraging me to apply for these
things,” Keller said. “They’ve always
told me to ‘just go for it.””

GATE Foundation launches campaign
to support K9s For Warriors

K9s For Warriors, the nation’s larg-
est provider of trained service dogs to
military veterans, has announced a new
campaign in partnership with The GATE
Foundation to support K9s For Warriors’
mission to end veteran suicide.

From now until June, GATE coin boxes
are located at cash registers in more than
70 GATE convenience store locations
in Florida, Georgia, North Carolina and
South Carolina.

The money collected from each coin
box, as well as from difference collected
when GATE customers choose to round-
up their transaction totals to the nearest
dollar, will go directly towards rescuing,
training and ultimately pairing a service
dog with a veteran struggling with PTSD,
traumatic brain injury or military sexual
trauma.

Roughly 20 veterans die by suicide
every day; The GATE Foundation’s sup-

port will help K9s For Warriors save more
lives and alleviate the financial burden

of rescuing and training a service dog —
which costs $25,000.

“Our work wouldn’t be possible
without the support of our incredible
partners,” said Rory Diamond, CEO of
K9s For Warriors. “This campaign with
The GATE Foundation allows us to pair
more warriors with highly trained service
dogs. It also connects us with people in

our local communities who may not know
about our mission to end veteran suicide.”

“We are so grateful to our customers for
their generosity and support of this cam-
paign,” said Kathy Brady, executive di-
rector of The GATE Foundation. “K9 For
Warriors provides a way for our warriors
to heal and rise from their darkest place. It
is an honor to support their work.”

To learn more about K9s For Warriors,
go to k9sforwarriors.org.
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Contributed photo
Guests mingle at the 2019 Black & White Ball.

Catholic Charities Black
& White Ball is March 26

tion with heavy hors d’oeuvres and danc-
ing to live music from The KTG Band at
the Gallagher Club at TIAA Bank Field.
The event will be held from 6 to 9 p.m.

Tickets are $150 per person or $300
per couple, and RSVPs are due March 4.

For those interested in attending or
becoming members of Catholic Charities
Jacksonville’s sustainer group, the Divine
Society, go to ccbjax.org.

Catholic Charities Jacksonville has
announced that it will host its Black &
White Ball on March 26.

This event will be hosted by the Divine
Society members and kicks off its vital
Feed a Family fundraiser, which sustains
Catholic Charities Jacksonville’s food
pantry and supports the food-insecure
families they serve through the entire
year.

Attendees will enjoy a cocktail recep-

ONE HEARTFELT GIFT

Five Ways to Help

If you are making a year-end donation this year, considering
doing so at Catholic Charities Jacksonville where it can
transform lives in so many different ways. Whether you
designate a program that's most important to you, or give
generally so we can apply it to the area of greatest need, rest
assured you'll be helping the most vulnerable in our community.

- Hunger-Relief

- Emergency Financial Assistance
- Refugee Resettlement

- Immigration Legal Services

- Summer Camp for People with Intellectual and
Developmental Differences

Donate Today.
ccbjax.org | 904.899.5505
40 E. Adams St., Suite 320 Jacksonville, FL 32202

CATHOLIC

CHARITIES

Transforming Lives

Ocean Palms has some
special visitors

Contributed photo

Members of Ponte Vedra High School’s Beaches Go Green and Bruce the shark
visit Ocean Palms Elementary to talk about reducing waste.

Ponte Vedra High School’s Beaches Go
Green members visited Ocean Palms El-
ementary and presented to all of the fifth
graders and staff and the 4R’s (refuse,
reduce, reuse and recycle).

With a focus on refusing and reducing,
the teens explained why recycling is not

the answer and why people must create
less waste overall to help the planet.

Ocean Palms’ fifth graders also got a
visit from Bruce, the Ponte Vedra High
School shark, and Beaches Go Green’s
Plastic Monster.

Luminaria event raises
$24,577 for local charities

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Florida Network Realty recently brought
a holiday glow to Northeast Florida
neighborhoods while helping local chari-
table organizations. The firm’s Luminaria
2021 event raised $24,577 for Pine Castle
and other local charities.

“We are grateful for the support we
received from the community, and we
are so proud of our dedicated team who
helped make our Luminaria a success,”
said Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Florida Network Realty CEO Kevin
Waugaman.

For the event, the company purchased
and sold 1,865 luminaria kits assembled
by Pine Castle. In addition to supporting
Pine Castle, the company is donating all
of the proceeds from luminaria kit sales
to local charities.

This is the sixth year Berkshire Ha-
thaway HomeServices Florida Network
Realty has hosted Luminaria.

“On behalf of everyone at Pine Castle,
thank you Berkshire Hathaway Home-
Services Florida Network Realty for all
of the support you gave us during the
holiday season,” said Pine Castle Chief
Development Officer Anthony Sutton.
“We had our most successful year ever,
assembling more than 5,000 luminary
kits, which provided our participants with
meaningful work and the opportunity to
earn a paycheck. Thank you for being a
partner with us. It means so much to our
participants.”

Photo provided by Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices Florida Network Realty
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida
Network Realty’s Luminaria 2021 brought
a holiday glow to Northeast Florida
neighborhoods with proceeds supporting
local charitable organizations.

Atlantic Beach, Neptune Beach, Ponte
Vedra, St. Augustine and Fleming Island
neighborhoods took part. Proceeds from
Luminaria will support Scouts BSA
Troop 15 (Beaches office), K9s For War-
riors (Ponte Vedra/Nocatee office), the
Matanzas Riverkeeper and Hugs Across
America (St. Augustine/Murabella of-
fices) and Pace Center for Girls — Clay
County (Fleming Island office).
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4K take part in DONNA Marathon Weekend

The 15th DONNA Marathon Weekend
concluded Feb. 6 with more than 4,000
runners participating in person at events
across the First Coast, and thousands
more anticipated to participate virtually
throughout the month of February in the
race’s hybrid format. Participants from
all 50 states and eight countries laced up
for multiple competitive race events, Feb.
4-6.

This year’s marathon Sunday, which
took runners through a reimagined course
across the Jacksonville Beaches, saw new
champions and repeat victories for four
of the 2022 champions.

DONNA Marathon Weekend’s Sun-
day races extended through several First
Coast communities, including Atlantic
Beach, Neptune Beach, Jacksonville
Beach and Ponte Vedra Beach.

“DONNA Marathon Weekend is such
a special time, and we are so grateful
we were able to return to an in-person
race this year,” said Amanda Napoli-
tano, executive director of The DONNA
Foundation. “This celebration of survi-
vorship is truly like no other, and we are
incredibly proud of all of the athletes who
participated this year — as well as all the
athletes who will continue logging miles
toward finishing breast cancer through
our virtual race program.”

“In so many ways, the frustrations of
being apart for so long and the need to
celebrate, grieve and support those we
love came together this year for one of
the most inspiring races in our 15-year
history,” said Donna Deegan, founder
of The DONNA Foundation. “This race
never fails to renew my spirit, my belief
in love over fear and my love for this
community. Thank you to every person
who joined us to run, cheer or support us
in this 15th annual race to finish breast
cancer.”

Contributed photos

The 15th DONNA Marathon Weekend
brought out more than 4,000 runners on Feb.
4-6.

Runners can still register to run virtu-
ally and submit their times for most
DONNA race events through Feb. 28.
Additional details are available at Breast-
CancerMarathon.com.

The 16th Annual DONNA Marathon
Weekend is set for February 3-5, 2023.

National Alliance on Mental lliness

YOU ARE
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Jacksonville FL 32202

@ nAMI Jacksonville Florida

Providing support, education, and
advocacy to improve the quality of
life for family members and those

NOT ALONE

To our FREE mental health programs

Getting Help Early Matters
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living with mental illness.
www.namijax.org
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It's nice to know that when you donate to Jewish Family &
Community Services, your gift will assist people of all ages,
races, religions and backgrounds throughout Northeast Florida.
You can also count on our 100+ years of experience to ensure
your contribution is being spent wisely. And, no matter which of
our diverse, quality programs resonates with you the most, you
can be confident they are all focused on our guiding mission:
helping people help themselves.

With your donation, you can be a part of strengthening
local families through our:

2 Emergency assistance
programs

# Child abuse
prevention services

# Senior citizen support
7 At-risk student tutoring

# Holocaust and
tolerance education
2 Mental health counseling

Donate Today at JFCSjax.org or 904.448.1933
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PLAYERS gives Episcopal
Children’s Services $25K grant

THE PLAYERS Championship has
awarded Episcopal Children’s Services (ECS)
a substantial grant to support the organiza-
tion’s Outdoor Play and Learning Project.

This grant of $25,000 will fund the outdoor
project at one of the organization’s Early
Head Start centers in Northwest Jacksonville.

The center is located in the heart of one
of the most challenging areas of Northwest
Jacksonville, where more than 40% of the
population earns less than the federal poverty
level and the crime rate is among the highest
in the city.

Despite these disadvantages, children and
families may receive the high-quality early
education offered by Episcopal Children’s
Services so they can enter school ready to
learn and succeed.

Outdoor Play is just as important as indoor
learning and activities, as both are an integral
part of early learning and development. This
donation allows the center to have an infant/
toddler play area specifically designed to en-
courage the physical, emotional, creative and
mental development of infants and toddlers
as well as integrating art, music and nature
experiences that build gross and fine motor

skills.

“We are delighted to partner with THE
PLAYERS, an organization that has been
supportive of our mission for many years,”
said Connie Stophel, chief executive offi-
cer of Episcopal Children’s Services. “This
generous grant and investment in our com-
munity will no doubt improve the lives of the
vulnerable young children and families we
work so hard to serve. We could not be more
thankful.”

“THE PLAYERS is so honored to support
the development of this play area,” said Jared
Rice, executive director of THE PLAYERS.
“Everything we do as a championship goes
back to using our platform to strengthen and
improve lives, especially those in underserved
areas, particularly our youth. When we heard
about this need to give more kids in our com-
munity the chance to experience the joy and
peace that come from free play, it was obvi-
ous we needed to get on board to support this
important project. We have a special place
in our heart for supporting youth and giving
them the tools and resources to succeed, and
we can’t wait to see this area come to life.”

Real estate company has donated

$343K to Dreams Come True since 2013

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida
Network Realty, which supports more than 50
local charitable organizations, has a long-
standing partnership with Dreams Come True
of Jacksonville, Northeast Florida’s only
locally based nonprofit dedicated to fulfilling
the dreams of children with life-threatening
illnesses.

Since 2013, Berkshire Hathaway HomeSer-
vices Florida Network Realty has contributed
more than $342,857 to Dreams Come True of
Jacksonville. In 2021, the company donated
$54,584 to the nonprofit organization.

The company has donated to Dreams Come
True monthly by contributing a portion of
proceeds from every completed home sale.
The donations have funded nearly 40 dreams
to local children battling life-threatening
illnesses. The company has also sponsored
Dreams Come True’s annual 5K, two employ-
ees serve on Dreams Come True’s Horizon
Board and its Realtors and team members
have volunteered, raised funds for and sup-
ported numerous Dreams Come True events.

“Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Florida Network Realty is truly a dream come
true for our organization, and I am so grateful
for their partnership,” said Dreams Come
True of Jacksonville Executive Director Sheri
Criswell. “In addition to providing all of these
dreams to local children battling life-threat-
ening illnesses, the company has assisted
the families we serve with dozens of other
things, such as hundreds of backpacks for
our dreamers and their siblings, Jacksonville
Jaguars game tickets, pool parties and more.

Contributed photo
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida
Network Realty’s contributions to Dreams
Come True have funded nearly 40 dreams
to local children battling life-threatening
ilinesses. Dreamer Toby Austin, age 6, received
an adaptive Rifton trike from the company in
2021.

When I think of impact, I think of Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network
Realty and its impact on Dreams Come True
as an organization and, more importantly, its
impact on the precious children we serve.”

Founded in 1984, Dreams Come True has
made dreams a reality for more than 4,000
children in Northeast Florida and Southeast
Georgia. Because of the generosity of its do-
nors, business partners, program sponsors and
the support of its board of directors, Dreams
Come True has never turned away an eligible
dreamer. The organization directs 100% of
all donations to go toward fulfilling dreams,
unless otherwise directed by the donor.

For more information about Dreams Come
True, go to dreamscometrue.org.

For more information about Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network
Realty, go to FloridaNetworkRealty.com

Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast
Florida Honors Young Leaders

At Boys & Girls Clubs of North-
east Florida, Youth of the Year is
the highest honor any Boys & Girls
Club member can receive. Each of
the 38 Boys & Girls Clubs through-
out Northeast Florida nominates one
Youth of the Year candidate and one
Junior Youth of the Year candidate
to represent their club in this com-
petition, celebrating club members’
academic achievements, leadership
abilities and communication skills.

These high school, middle school
and elementary school Youth of the
Year nominees have worked tirelessly
over the past month to be named this
year’s winner. The rigorous selection
process includes personal essays and
panel interviews.

The 2021 Youth of the Year winner
was Michael J. from the Ed White
High School Boys & Girls Club Teen
Center.

Michael has represented the
organization over the past year at
regional Youth of the Year competi-
tions through Boys & Girls Clubs of
America.

Through the support of his Boys
& Girls Club community, Michael
pushed through the challenging obsta-
cles of the last year, focusing instead
on his bright future and current goals.
He is currently studying sociology at
Paine College in Augusta, Georgia.

“COVID-19 was not going to stop
me from achieving my goals,” he
said. “I kept my focus on everything
that I did. I accomplished so much,
such as winning the title of Mr. Ed
White 2020-2021, having A/B honor
roll the whole year, being recognized
as student-athlete of the week, and

Contributed photo
Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida’s
2021 Youth of the Year winner Michael J.
from Ed White High School Boys & Girls
Club Teen Center.

the new title of Youth of the Year for
Boys and Girls Clubs of Northeast
Florida.

“Having these accomplishments
taught me to never give up on my
goals and to always see the bright
side of things. Just because there
was an obstacle in the way does not
mean that you cannot overcome that
obstacle.”

For 60 years, Boys & Girls Clubs of
Northeast Florida has enabled young
people to achieve great futures as pro-
ductive, caring, responsible citizens.
The 38 clubs serve more than 3,500
young people each day in Duval, St.
Johns and Alachua counties.

Boys & Girls Clubs provide a safe
place, caring adult mentors, fun and
friendship, and high-impact youth
development programs during criti-
cal non-school hours and during the
summer.

Club programs promote academic
success, good character and citizen-
ship and healthy lifestyles. Learn
more at bgenf.org.

Rethinking grocery bags

In an effort to create awareness and reduce plastic pollution, more than 30
Ponte Vedra High school Beaches Go Green students got together recently to

make “earth valentines” reusable bags.

Contributed photo
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Kate Amato Foundation partners with
Northwestern Mutual Jacksonville

The Kate Amato Foundation visited Northwestern Mu-
tual’s Jacksonville office in January to accept a donation
in the amount of $15,000 to support its mission to find
safer, smarter and more effective treatments for children
with cancer.

“This means so much to our organization,” said Lisa
and Jeff Amato, the organization’s founders and parents
of the late Kate Amato, who the foundation is named af-
ter. “We have been so fortunate to have had the love and
support of many businesses near and far, but cemented
relationships like this one with Northwestern are true
game changers for families with children suffering from
cancer.”

Lisa and Jeff lost Kate at 11 years old in November
2016, after a long and difficult battle with cancer. She is
the inspiration for the Foundation.

Through her illness, Kate’s parents discovered how
severely underfunded research is for pediatric cancer
and witnessed firsthand the brutal effects of outdated,
toxic treatments. To honor Kate’s life and continue the
fight for other children, the Kate Amato Foundation was
formed.

The Northwestern Mutual Jacksonville office has also
experienced firsthand the effects of childhood cancer
with the disease impacting clients and office members.

In response, they have implemented a philanthropic
committee to spearhead their efforts as they work to raise
awareness for childhood cancer and are advocating for
additional research funding.

“Pediatric cancer is something that not only hits close
to home for me, but many of those in our Jacksonville
office,” said Jessica Salazar, managing partner with
Northwestern Mutual Jacksonville. “We’re incredibly
proud of our team for coming together in support of this
important cause, and we’re honored to donate this grant
to the Kate Amato Foundation.”

This marks the third year of the corporate partner-
ship between Kate Amato Foundation and Northwestern

Mutual Jacksonville. In total, the relationship has yielded
$27,000 to the foundation. Their donation and others like

it will help fund transformative research for children.
Each year, the Kate Amato Foundation awards grant

funding to cutting edge pediatric cancer research projects

at some of the leading immunotherapy and cancer ge-
nomics research labs in the country including Duke Uni-
versity, Texas Children’s Cancer Center/Baylor College
of Medicine, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute/Harvard Medical School.

In four years, the foundation funded $375,000 in
grants to support nine cutting edge pediatric cancer
research projects.

“It brings us comfort to know that Kate’s life and
legacy will bring hope to future children facing cancer,”
Lisa Amato said. “The only way to advance pediatric
cancer research is to give it the time and money it de-
serves. Something has got to give.”

According to the National Cancer Institute, more than
40,000 children receive treatment for cancer each year

and one in five children do not survive, but funding for
research is limited. While adult cancer treatments have
improved dramatically with hundreds of new therapy
options available, only four cancer treatments have been
developed and approved for children in the last 20 years.

The foundation is hopeful that more companies like
Northwestern Mutual, along with gracious individual do-
nors will join the fight against childhood cancer to give
what is desperately needed to develop better treatments
for children.

To donate to the Kate Amato Foundation or learn
more, go to KateAmatoFoundation.org.

and Support Homeless
Youth in St. Johns County
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Beaches Habitat holds aﬂnual CE

Beaches Habitat for Humanity held
its third annual CEO Build on Jan. 28.

A team of Jacksonville’s top executives
helped to build four homes in Haywood
Estates II, a 12-home community near
Mayport Road.

Twenty-four local leaders participated,
including Brent Paris of Dubin Clark &
Company Inc., Phil Porter of Subaru of
Jacksonville, Dwight Cooper of Hueman
People Solutions, George Godfrey of
Super Home Services, Kristin McLauch-
lan of Legacy Trust Family Wealth, Dana
Webb of LandSouth, Michael McNaugh-
ton of Sleiman Enterprises and John Bush
of Tom Bush Family of Dealerships.

CEO Build provides business leaders
an opportunity to work outside the office
and help give back to the community.
Each company is making a financial con-
tribution, ranging from $2,500 to $10,000,
to support the construction of homes for
qualified local families in need of an af-
fordable place to live.

Dubin Clark & Company, presenting
sponsor of the CEO Build, is matching
all donations up to $75,000. The proceeds
from the event will fund Beaches Habi-
tat’s next home construction project, a
two-story single-family home to be built
on Edgar Street in Atlantic Beach.

Mayor Ellen Glasser of Atlantic Beach
joined the executives to kick off build day

activities. Following opening remarks,
participants helped to build two wheel-
chair ramps for residents with physical
disabilities and finish interior painting, as
well as various other tasks to help com-
plete construction on the four homes.

“We are thrilled to partner with this
dynamic group of local leaders for the
CEO Build,” said Curtis Ford, president
and CEO of Beaches Habitat. “Safe and
affordable housing is a fundamental part
of a healthy community and a healthy
economy. Every sponsorship and helping
hand have made it possible for our future
homeowners to create a place to call
home for themselves and their families.”

For further information, go to
beacheshabitat.org/ceo-build.

Beaches Habitat for Humanity serves
eastern Duval County, including the three
Jacksonville Beaches communities.

The group works in partnership with
Habitat for Humanity International toward
a shared vision of a world where everyone
has a decent place to live. Families and
individuals in need of a hand up partner
with Beaches Habitat to build or improve
a place they can call home.

Beaches Habitat also offers educational
programs to promote academic achieve-
ment and excellence among homeowners
and their families.

To learn more, go to beacheshabitat.org.

e

Build event

RN L —

Photos provided by Beaches Habitat

A team of 24 top executives in Jacksonville took part in Beaches Habitat’s third annual CEO
Build event on Jan. 28. They helped to build four homes.

Larry & Nancy Huang Present

3 Builders
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LOCAL CHILDREN
SMILE AGAIN
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- MAY 9, 2022
Shotgun start at 12:30 PM

Due to abuse, neglect or serious emotional Queen’s Harbour Yacht & Country Club

issues, there are local children who face too
many troubles to experience the happiness they
should. Daniel’s experienced team can provide
the support and tools to restore their smiles, but
we need your help.

Golf is good.
Golf for a good cause is better.

Tee off with Beaches Habitat for Humanity for our annual
best ball golf tournament. Your support will help a local
family find strength, stability and independence through
homeownership.

YOUR DONATION CAN
- supply counseling for abused children
= connect neglected children with foster families

« provide homeless teens with shelter and support Plus, golfers will have the chance to win:
- Pebble Beach Golf Trip for Two
« 7 Night Resort Stay for 2
- 4 players will get the chance to shoot for $100,000

- 1lucky player will win the chance to shoot for $1 Million!

+ strengthen and reunify high-risk families

Please Donate

Learn More and Register to Play at
buildersclassic2022.com
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s

danielkids.org | 904.296.1055
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RSM donates $352K to INK!
through Birdies Fore Love

RSM US LLP, a leading provider of
audit, tax and consulting services focused
on the middle market, supported the
Northeast Florida community with the
2021 Birdies Fore Love charitable giving
donation of $351,721 to the St. Johns
County Education Foundation, which
operates as INK! (Investing in Kids).

Last year, RSM donated $303,003
to INK! as part of Birdies Fore Love, a
nationwide fundraising initiative related
to The RSM Classic, a PGA TOUR tour-
nament event for which RSM is the title
sponsor.

“At RSM, we continue to support INK!
as our local charity of choice, and we’re
committed to giving back to our local
community where we live and work,”
said Mike Vergo, RSM US LLP office
leader in Northeast Florida. “We com-
mend INK! for enriching the lives of
teachers and students in the community.”

According to Donna Lueders, INK!’s
executive director, the organization leads
efforts to directly benefit educators and
students in the St. Johns County School
District with a mission to provide innova-
tive programs and classroom resources,
and to promote the academic success of
students. INK! provides the tools and
resources for teachers to help each child
reach their full potential. “We are very
grateful to receive another generous
donation from RSM, which will help
us continue much needed programs and
services in our area,” she said.

RSM supports the 90 cities nationwide
and in Canada where its employees, part-
ners and principals live and work through

Community
Hospice &
Palliative Care
welcomes back
volunteers

It has been almost two years since
Community Hospice & Palliative Care
volunteers were able to visit patients in
person, and this past month they were
given the green light to begin doing so
again in-home and inpatient settings.

This announcement was welcomed as
many patients enjoy receiving visits from
volunteers. To ensure safety for a healthy
visit with patients, the Community Hos-
pice & Palliative Care volunteers were
educated on proper safety protocols.

COMMUNITY continues on Page 20

ongoing volunteer activities and fundrais-
ing efforts. These efforts include Birdies
Fore Love.

During the past 12 years, RSM has
donated $28 million to national and lo-
cal charitable organizations that support
youth in the areas of education, hunger,
housing and health. Each charity benefits
from the funds raised locally by employ-
ees, clients, family and friends. With a
match from the RSM US Foundation,
the firm will give $4.8 million directly to
deserving charities designated by RSM
offices this year through Birdies Fore
Love.

220

oate: December 16,2021

ue, INK! Investing in Kids $ 351,721.00

Three Hundred Fifty-One Thousand, Seven Hundred
and Twenty-One Dollars-----

+0n 2021 RSM Birdies Fore Love Deoug Opheim
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RSM makes a $351,721 Birdies Fore Love donation to INK! (Investing in Kids).

WE BELIEVE...

North Floridians feel more connected to and have a stronger appreciation for our
unique native environment. The North Florida Land Trust implements collaborative
approaches for longterm solutions commensurate with rapid growth. By protecting
more of North Florida’s farms, forests, and natural areas, we maintain traditions,

enhance lives, and sustain our expanding communities.

:
NORTH FLORIDA

LAND TRUST

To preserve and enhance our quality of life by protecting

North Florida’s irreplaceable natural environment.
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Second-grade students from Jacksonville Country Day School recently sent Valentines to
Feeding Northeast Florida. Pictured from left are Aubrey Johnon, Yusuf Ibrahim, teacher
Kristin Szallay, Owen Szallay and Gracie Hightower.

Students make Va

Contr\buted photos

Second-grade students from Jacksonville Country Day School recently sent Valentines to

Feeding Northeast Florida.

Feeding Northeast Florida

‘Tis the season of love, and students at
Jacksonville Country Day School have
been sharing their love with the com-
munity this Valentine’s season. Second
grade students created heart-shaped cards
to send to Feeding Northeast Florida, a

food bank serving counties in Northeast
Florida.
The students work on building charac-

ter while learning about the “7 Mindsets,”

a curriculum guide that helps people find
happiness, success, meaning and purpose

FIRST COAST CHAPTER

BLESSINGS

Your First Coast Chapter
provides healthy, balanced
weekend nutrition to more

than 5400 children that depend

on their school for food.

We work directly with the

experts, our local school teams.

Teachers, counselors, and
nurses identify the children
they know firsthand to be
hungry and hurting. These are
the children Blessings serves.

Select one of our 45 school
partners on our website and

nourish kids in your community.

The cost to feed a child for the

22-23 school year: $125.00

Packing Events:

Contact us to learn more
about team packing events
that connects through
engagement while feeding
hungry kids right here in
our hometown.

firstcoast.blessingsinabackpack.org/donate
susane@blessingsinabackpack.org

in life. Students were emboldened by
the “attitude of gratitude” mindset and
decided to share their gratitude and love
with the people at Feeding Northeast
Florida and those who use their services.

“We have been discussing all the
people and things we are grateful for in
our lives, and we thought of them (Feed-
ing Northeast Florida),” said second-
grade teacher Kristen Szallay. “They are
so special to us; each Thanksgiving our
student council hosts a canned food drive
to support this organization as well.”

Students spent time during their morn-
ing meetings last week creating these
cards and were happy to do so.

lentines to send to

“It made me feel happy because [ am
giving something to others,” said second-
grader Gracie Hightower. “My heart was
rainbow-colored, and it said you are so
nice and kind; I wanted to let them know
that I was thinking of them.”

The cards were sent to Feeding North-
east Florida over the weekend to arrive in
time for Valentine’s Day.

Szallay and the other two second-grade
homeroom teachers hope that projects
like these will inspire students to give
back in other ways outside of school, and
that they keep the “attitude of gratitude”
mindset at the forefront of their minds.

Community

Continued from 19

“One word comes to mind when Roxie
and I visit patients: community,” said
Steve Piscitelli, a pet therapy volunteer
with Community Hospice & Palliative
Care. “Each one of these people has
helped build communities with their
families, friends, colleagues and now
within Hospice itself. I can see it on their
faces when they smile and share a little
piece of their journey with us. Roxie can
sense it when they touch her head. We
feel it in the eyes and even the tears of

the visitors in their rooms. When we hear,

‘Thank you for coming today. It is what
we needed,’ both Roxie and I feel we
have helped contribute to the community
bond.”

During the two years that volunteers
were unable to visit patients, they con-
tributed by sewing personal protective
equipment items, creating homemade
cards to keep spirits up, painting artwork

and sharing their musical talents through
video to help put smiles on the faces of
families and patients.

“Our volunteers are eager to share their
time with our patients,” said Dan Batty,
volunteer services manager. “It is truly a
pleasure to reconnect the volunteers with
families in need. Our care teams are once
again supported by loving members of
this community who thoroughly enjoy
helping others. We have embraced the
‘new normal’ lifestyle and have properly
adjusted to operating within the centers
for disease control and prevention and
Occupation and Heath Administration’s
best practices. The support we have been
able to provide in the home and inpatient
setting has been a great reminder of how
amazing life can be.”

Those interested in joining the volun-
teer program at Community Hospice &
Palliative Care can apply online at volun-
teer.communityhospice.com or call Tony
Ross, volunteer engagement coordinator,
at 904-610-7468.
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United Way Givers Gala honors those who inspire

By Jennifer Logue

Inspiration was the theme of the 5th Annual United
Way of St. Johns Givers Gala, as community leaders and
partners gathered to support and celebrate the agency’s
service during challenging times.

More than $200,000 was raised at the black-tie gala
held Jan. 28 at the Embassy Suites by Hilton St. Au-
gustine Beach Oceanfront Resort. In addition to both
live and silent auctions, the evening featured cocktails,
dinner and dancing to the sounds of the Bold City Clas-
sics band. But the focus of the evening was on honoring
those who provide the inspiration for all United Way of
St. Johns does for those in need.

“There’s no denying the past couple of years have
added some new challenges for so many of our neigh-
bors,” United Way Campaign Vice Chair Dick Williams
told attendees. “Tonight, we want to shine a light on
those that have given us strength and inspiration to meet

United Way CEO Melissa Nelson and the evening’s guest
auctioneer, state Sen. Aaron Bean

United Way Campaign Vice Chair Dick Williams and Honoree
Chris Shee

those challenges. You know, very often it’s the people
around us that raise us up — the people who challenge us
to do more and give more.”

Kelly Green, chairman of the United Way board of
directors, agreed. “Tonight, this very room is filled with
those whose generosity inspires us and fuels our belief
that together we can do so much more,” she said, noting
that in the past fiscal year, the organization had a $2.37
million impact on the local community. “Because of you,
we celebrate the givers.”

Receiving the organization’s annual Corporate Award
was The St. Augustine Distillery and its co-founders Phil
McDaniel and Mike Diaz.

“A real community partner from its founding, this
company has contributed greatly to the revitalization
of one of the most historic sections of St. Augustine,”
United Way CEO Melissa Nelson said. “By working to-
gether with the residents they serve, the distillery shows
us that a generous company and a successful company

Henry Stevenson and wife, state Rep. Cyndi Stevenson, with
Brad Nelson

Claire and Jay Owen Doug and Vanessa

Langenbahn

are not mutually exclusive.”

MasterCraft Founder and CEO Chris Shee received
the Nancy Burns Trailblazer Award that recognizes
an individual who creates new opportunities for “Liv-
ing United,” while the Legacy Award was presented to
David and Nancy Hutson, whose son, state Sen. Travis
Hutson accepted the award on their behalf. The Hutson
Companies was the presenting sponsor for the gala.

The John and Peggy Bailey Sr. Community Leader-
ship Award, meanwhile, was presented to Len and Jean
Tucker in recognition of their fundraising efforts for both
public and private schools throughout the Southeast and
military.

“Len and Jean have made a mark not just on this com-
munity, but on a far larger scale,” Nelson said. “Because
of their leadership and enthusiastic support for an ex-
tended list of causes and organizations, our community
will be positively impacted for years to come.”

Photos by Jennifer Logue

School Board Member Kelly Barrera and husband Gil Barrera
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Great Futures Weekend

November 18-19, 2022 | TPC Sawgrass

2" Annual  com o L | 2
Great Futures | &g i
Golf Classic p e

November 18, 2022
THE PLAYERS Stadium Course
Register at: BGCNF.org/GF-Golf

13" Annual
McKenzie’s

fearfully & wonderfully made 139:14
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5K & 1-Mile Fun Run
November 19, 2022
THE PLAYERS Stadium Course
Register at: McKenziesRun.org

Build Great Futures. BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
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What Happens
in some divorces
should be criminal

FAMILY LAW

904.353.3222 zisserfamilylaw.com
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A T T O R N E Y A T

LAw OFFICES OF

DAN W. ARMSTRONG, P A.

L A W

1400 Marsh Landing Pkwy., Ste. 108 « Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 « www.DanArmstrong.com

DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS

CONCERNING

obate, Estate Planning,

or Elder Law?

Serving the Beaches over 20+ years

904.280.0058

R. Scott Costantino
Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

The Costantino Law Firm, P.A.
6 East Bay Street, Suite 304
Jacksonville , FL 32202

(904) 355-3023

costantinolawfirm.com
scott@costantinolawfirm.com

R. Scott Costantino
The Costantino Law Firm, P.A.

Scott Costantino is Board Certified by the Florida Bar
in Civil Trial Law. He is also Board Certified in Civil Trial
Advocacy by the National Board of Trial Advocacy.
He has received an AV rating from the Martindale-
Hubbell Law Directory and has over 33 years
experience in civil trial practice.

Mr. Costantino has been inducted into the International
Society of Barristers and serves on its Board of Governors. He
is also a member of the American Board of

Trial Advocates and was selected as the ABOTA~

Jacksonville Chapter's Lawyer of the Year for 2012. He served
as the statewide President for FLABOTA in 2019 and is cur-
rently an ABOTA National Board Representative.

Mr. Costantino has been selected by his peers for
inclusion in the publication The Best Lawyers in America.

The Costantino Law Firm, PA. has also been named a

Best Law Firm in Jacksonville by U.S. News - Best Lawyers®
“Best Law Firms”for 2022. Mr. Costantino has also been
selected for inclusion in Super Lawyers magazine.

The Chester Bedell Inn of Court has designated
Mr. Costantino as a Master of the Bench. He has also been
named a Life Member of the Million Dollar Advocates Forum.

Mr. Costantino represents clients in complex personal
injury matters, including wrongful death, professional
liability as well as car, trucking, motorcycle, and bicycle
accident cases.

Mr. Costantino received his undergraduate and law degrees
from the University of Florida. He is the managing sharehold-
er of The Costantino Law Firm, PA.
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BRILEY&DEAL

REAL ESTATE & GENERAL CIVIL LAW

Lawyers for the Beaches and Beyond — since 1996

Blake Deal Randy Briley

Concentrates his practice in the areas of Concentrates his practice in General
Residential and Commercial Real Estate Law Civil Litigation, Family Law, Bankruptcy,
and Property Tax Law Contracts and Construction Law
Bdeal@jaxrelaw.com Rbriley@jaxrelaw.com

Your closing
deserves a law firm.

Buying or selling at the Beaches?
Building a new home?
Your closing will receive
detailed and professional attention at Briley & Deal.

1525B The Greens Way, Jacksonville Beach

904-285-5299 | WWW.JAXRELAW.COM
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Judge Blocker takes oath

Judge Lauren P. Blocker of the 7th Cir-
cuit took her oath of office Jan. 21 in an
investiture ceremony at TPC Sawgrass.

“I promise as a judge to remember the
support of everyone that got me to this
place, to treat everyone with respect, to
always be impartial, and to be prepared
for every proceeding,” she said.

The Honorable Terence R. Perkins pre-
sided over the ceremony. Sheriff Robert

Hardwick opened the proceedings, and
Judge Howard M. Maltz administered the
oath of office.

Blocker’s husband, Jeremiah Blocker,
performed the enrobing and escort to the
bench, and Judge Charles J. Tinlin of-
ficially welcomed her to the bench

A highlight of the ceremony was her
two children reciting the pledge of al-
legiance with the help of Hardwick.

Flagler College education
program ranks first in state

Flagler College is preparing the next
generation of teachers for success with
their top-tier education program, which
tied for first place in the state of Florida.

Flagler College’s Elementary/Excep-
tional Student Education/ESOL/Reading
program was ranked No. 1 in Florida with
four other colleges and universities based
on the 2021 “Florida Teacher Preparation
Programs” annual performance report by
the state Department of Education. ESOL
stands for “English to Speakers of Other
Languages.”

In addition, Flagler College and Florida
Atlantic University received the highest
score for student learning and growth.

The rankings were based on placement
rate, retention rate, student performance
on statewide assessments and teacher
evaluations.

The education program, which is of-
fered at both the St. Augustine campus
and the Tallahassee campus, prepares
the future teachers of Florida to success-
fully transition into a full-time teaching
position and lead a classroom of young
students to promising futures. The Flagler
College Elementary Education program
provides a state-of-the-art curriculum
paired with hands-on experiences that

link content, theory and practice from day
one.
“This highest ranking for Flagler Col-
lege is evidence that our students go on
to teach, stay as teachers in their field

and have high annual evaluations by their
principals,” said Shelly Haser, education
professor and department chair at the Tal-
lahassee campus. “The Flagler College
Education Department faculty is proud of
our students’ success and their impact on
K-12 students, communities and families
in the Tallahassee and St. Augustine areas
as teachers. We hope to build more part-
nership schools and expand our teacher
preparation program throughout the state.
Beginning in fall 2022, Flagler students
now have the opportunity to have a full
semester student teaching internship
anywhere in the state of Florida if they
meet the criteria for out-of-area student
teaching.”

Flagler College offers majors in
elementary education with ESOL and
reading endorsements, elementary and
exceptional student education with ESOL
and reading endorsements, secondary
English with ESOL and reading endorse-
ments, education of the deaf and hearing-
impaired and secondary mathematics.

Three tips for
achieving your
financial wellness
goals this year

By Sean Cummings,
VyStar Credit Union SVP
Market President of North Florida

With 2022 in full swing,
many people are doing their
best to stick to their New
Year’s resolutions — and
that often involves finances.
Financial wellness goals
can range from exciting life
milestones like purchasing a
first home or starting a small
business, to more everyday challenges
such as improving your credit score.

Whether your financial goals for this
year are big or small, here are three tips
for staying on track to achieve your
goals this year:

Create a sustainable and realistic
budget

The first step to assessing your
personal financial wellness is to review
your monthly expenses. Once you take
a deeper look at your expenses, you
might identify areas where you can cut
spending. For example, review all of
your monthly and annual subscriptions
like streaming services or memberships
and think about how much you use each
one. This might be a good opportunity
to eliminate any underutilized services
that can quicky add up.

Once you identify your monthly
spending, you can prioritize and create
your budget. Start with staples like
groceries, gas and childcare expenses, if
you have any. Then work toward dining
out, entertainment and more.

Here in North Florida, our communi-
ties are made up of diverse populations,
ranging from college students to young
families to retirees and everything in
between. The most important part of
creating a budget is making it realistic
and tailored to you and your lifestyle.

Prioritize your spending, saving
and borrowing

Once you know what you’re work-
ing with, there are many ways you can
prioritize. One way is to open a savings
account so you can separate your funds
from your typical checking account.
This will help you clearly see how

Sean Cummings

much you’ve saved for
a house, a new car or a
dream vacation.

One opportunity to save
money that many home-
owners often miss out on
is to consider refinancing
their home. Refinancing
your mortgage can result
in lower interest rates,
lower monthly payments
and shorter payoff terms.
Always be sure to speak
with an expert to find out if refinancing
is right for you. You can also look into
refinancing options for things like auto,
RV and boat loans.

Implement theft prevention
tactics to protect your money

Unfortunately, data breaches and
scams have become all too common,
and it’s important to take these threats
seriously. Look into the fraud and
theft protection tactics your bank or
credit union offers. Make sure you set
up immediate fraud alerts so you will
automatically get a text, email or phone
call to alert you of the issue. Be sure to
report any fraudulent account activity
immediately and call your bank as soon
as possible to discuss how they can
help you. Fraud is one headache you
certainly do not want to deal with.

When working to achieve your goals,
remember to keep them realistic and
base them on your personal aspirations.
Regardless of your stage of life, there
are plenty of tools and resources to set
yourself up for success.

Sean Cummings serves as VyStar Credit
Union’s SVP and market president of North
Florida. In this role, he leads five regional
vice presidents and 500 branch employees in
the 50 branches spanning from Jacksonville
to St. Augustine and Tallahassee to Gaines-
ville. He collaborates with these teams to
deliver best-in-class member experiences
and to encourage engagement in the com-
munities VyStar serves. He joined VyStar in
2019 with more than 27 years of financial
services experience. He is a U.S. Army veteran
and holds a bachelor of arts and master

of business administration degrees from
Seattle University.
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Montell Jordan, Eve 6 to headline‘90s festival

The second annual AS IF! The ‘90s
Fest will take over Francis Field in down-
town St. Augustine from noon to 9 p.m.
May 21.

Headlining the event this year will be
Grammy-nominated singer Montell Jor-
dan, Southern California rock band Eve 6
and Quad City DJ’s.

Jordan rose to fame in the 1990s with
tunes like “This Is How We Do It,”
“Somethin’ 4 da Honeyz” and “Let’s
Ride.” Eve 6 is remembered for its hit
singles “Inside Out,” “Here’s to the
Night,” “Promise” and “Victoria.” Quad
City DJ’s, a multi-platinum group is
best known for the original “Space Jam”
theme song as well as the hit “C’mon N’
Ride It (The Train).”

“Growing up in the ‘90s was incred-
ibly influential to me as a musician, event

producer and creative,” said Jeanetta
Cebollero, owner of Ancient City Enter-
tainment and the organizer of the festival.
“From the fashion and the pop culture to
the hip hop and the rock, the 1990s were
by far one of the best decades.”

Proceeds from the festival will benefit
ACE Alliance, a nonprofit that assists
movers and shakers who dedicate their
craft and livelihood to the culture of tour-
ism, entertainment and hospitality serving
Northeast Florida. The inaugural AS IF!
The ‘90s Fest raised more than $50,000
for ACE Alliance, and Cebollero and
her team are looking to raise even more
money this year.

The festival was also awarded a Tour-
ist Development Council grant from St.
Johns County for this year after last year
garnered a 2.6 million measured engage-

ment reach with people
flying in from as far as
Seattle to attend.

“Part of what makes
me so impassioned
about hosting AS IF!
The “90s Fest is the
philanthropic arm of the
festival,” Cebollero said.
“Between hurricanes
and the pandemic, local musicians and
creatives need us now more than ever. To
give back to them through ACE Alliance
is the cherry on top. I hope everyone in
Northeast Florida and beyond will join us
on May 21 for the official kickoff to sum-
mer and the best day of the year.”

The one-day event will feature live
music, games, a water slide, vendors,
food trucks and more. General admission

‘90s Fest.

Montell Jordan (left) and Eve 6 (right) will co-headline AS IF! The

Contributed photos

|

AT

tickets are $20. Admission for children
age 10 and younger is $5. VIP tickets are
$60 each and include lounge area, top
shelf cash bar, air-conditioned porta pot-
ties and sponsor swag.

For vendor and sponsorship opportuni-
ties, contact Cebollero at ancientcityen-
tertainmentgroup@gmail.com.

For more information or to buy tickets,
go to www.asifthe90sfest.com.

Episcopal School to honor Broadway

After the death of Broadway legend
Stephen Sondheim on Nov. 26, 2021,
cities all over America have been staging
celebrations of his life. From the Broad-
way actors’ viral rendition of “Sunday” in
Times Square to fully produced tributes
in Chicago, Austin and Washington, D.C.,
and even a performance in Kuala Lum-
pur, cities have been performing tributes
to the man considered by some as the
most influential composer and lyricist of
the second half of 20th century.

Episcopal School of Jacksonville’s
Director of Fine Arts, Katie Black-Bowl-
ing, wanted Jacksonville to join these
cities celebrating Sondheim’s body of

Mattress Sale!

Richards Mattress & Wicker

Serving the Beaches for 43 Years

1079 Atlantic Blvd. * Atlantic Beach
Next to Elvis’s Upholstery

249~3541 M-S:11-5:30 ¢ Sunday: 1-6

work. She found just such an opportunity
through Episcopal’s annual Celebrating
Service Day.

This year Celebrating Service Day will
take place on Tuesday, March 22, which
happens to be Sondheim’s birthday.

The middle and upper school students
will participate in various community ser-
vice projects on that day. Performing arts

. ‘_ A
' .
T &

FEB.17-MARH 13

Alhantys

students, for their service project, will
stage “A Sondheim Celebration” in the
Deming Theatre in the Munnerlyn Center
for Worship and Fine Arts on the school’s
Munnerlyn Campus at 1 p.m.

This tribute to Sondheim’s work will
include performances by the school’s
honor and jazz band students, who will
accompany singers and actors performing

legend

some of Sondheim’s best known works,
including excerpts from “West Side Sto-
ry,” “Sunday in the Park with George,”
“A Little Night Music,” “Into the Woods”
and “Company.”

This event is free and open to the pub-
lic. Schools and other community groups
are invited to attend.

ROCK OF AGES

March 24 - May 1

42ND STREET

May12-Junel2

June 16 - July 31

GET YOUR SEASON TICKETS !

904-641-1212 | alhambrajax.com
12000 Beach Boulevard

THE WIZARD OF 0Z

Summer Family Show

2022 ALHAMBRA THEATRE SCHEDULE

GRUMPY OLD MEN

August 11 - September 18

GHOST
THE MUSICAL

September 29 - November 6

WHITE CHRISTMAS

November 17 - December 24

Ghust 5 minstes from Jown Conten/
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Coming up clutch

Gomes hits game-
winner in waning
seconds to beat
Sharks, advance

By Anthony Richards

Round three of the Nease and Ponte
Vedra girls basketball rivalry lived up
to all the billing and turned out to be an
instant classic that the Panthers won with
a Sydney Gomes drive and layup with
five seconds left.

Gomes’ shot was the epitome of clutch
and gave the Panthers a 48-47 victory
over the rival Sharks in the Class 6A
regional quarterfinals Feb. 10.

Prior to the basket the Sharks led 47-46
with 16 seconds left and the opportunity
to increase the lead at the free-throw line
following a timeout.

“After that last timeout, coach said ‘I
want the ball in Syd’s hands,”” Sydney
Gomes said.

The Sharks missed the front end of
a one-and-one and Gomes grabbed the
rebound and quickly pushed up court and
sliced her way to the basket to put the
Panthers in front and ignite the Nease
faithful in attendance.

“I got it and I knew that if we didn’t
get that chance, we weren’t going to have
another one,” Gomes said. “I wasn’t go-
ing to let my team down.”

The heart of both teams was on display
throughout the game, and it was obvious
that the seniors on both sides were doing

everything they could to help will their
team to victory and extend their career
one more game.

“My mind was all over the place there
late, but I just knew we had it in us,”
Nease senior Allison Fifield said. “I
didn’t care how much they came back, I
kept saying, ‘This is our game.””

And come back the Sharks did, as the
Panthers stormed out of the gate to a 10-0
lead, but the Sharks remained focused
and did what they had to do to chip away
at the deficit.

The Panthers saw their early lead cut
to one early in the second quarter but
mounted another run of their own and led
24-17 at halftime.

However, the Sharks continued to fight
back, and it eventually paid off when they
took their first lead of the game 45-44
thanks to an old-fashioned three-point
play by senior Reeghan Mayer with 2:30
remaining in the contest.

The Panthers also got a taste of re-
demption with the win after having lost
to the Sharks on their home court in the
district semifinals just a week earlier.

“I think we might have been over-
prepared,” Fifield chuckled. “We watched
that film multiple times to see what we
did wrong last Wednesday, and we were
just not going to let it happen today.”

Kennedy Rosendahl had 24 points
and Morgan Gavazzi posted 17 during
the Sharks win over the Panthers in the
district tournament, including nine three-
pointers between them.

The Panthers’ defense was able to flip
that script in one week later.

“The other night they were just hitting
down shots, but tonight we locked those

Send your sports news to
@  news@pontevedrarecorder.com

For LIVE Sports updates,

follow our Twitter, @PVR_sports

www.PonteVedraRecorder.com

Photos by Anthony Richards

Nease senior Sydney Gomes is swarmed by her teammates after hitting the game-winning
shot with five second left to beat rival Ponte Vedra 48-47 in the Class 6A regional quarterfinals

Feb. 10.

Sydney Gomes of Nease dribbles around a
screen set by her sister Savannah Gomes and
is followed closely by Ponte Vedra’s Reeghan
Mayer.

kids down,” Nease head coach Sherri
Anthony said. “I don’t know if they got
any threes.”

Next up for the Panthers is a trip to the
Florida Panhandle to play Navarre High
School at 6 p.m. Feb. 15. With the loss,
the Sharks’ memorable season came to
an end.

Ponte Vedra senior Reeghan Mayer slices
through defenders on her way to the basket.

Sharks sweep regional quarterfinal doubleheader

Scoring chances,
posts galore as
Shark girls win 1-0

By Anthony Richards

The Ponte Vedra girls soccer team con-
trolled its regional quarterfinal matchup
against Tallahassee Lincoln from the start
Feb. 9, but it just took a while before they

took the lead and won 1-0 to advance in
the playoffs.

The Sharks had so many opportunities
throughout the contest, including more
than a handful of solid looks around the
net, only to have the misfortune of hitting
four posts before eventually scoring a
goal.

The game-winning goal followed the
fourth of those hit goal posts after a long
shot from senior Maggie Mace rattled off
the cross bar, but this time fellow senior
Tamlyn Parkes was there to bury the

rebound early in the second half.

“Once we finally scored, we were re-
ally able to relax and just play our game,”
Mace said. “We started really passing it
around a lot more, which is what we like
to do.”

Although only the one goal was man-
aged, scoring chances continued to be
created by the Sharks, which is a positive
thing and something they look to build on
heading into the next round.

“I feel like we could have won by a lot
more,” Mace said. “We just need to work

on getting more precise and finishing our
chances, so that we can get ahead, and
the game isn’t as frantic.”

The game was supposed to take place
the day before but was pushed back a day
and Davis Park became the new venue
after rainy weather led to poor playing
conditions at the Sharks’ usual home field
on campus.

With all the late changes, it was key for
the Sharks to maintain their mental focus,

DOUBLEHEADER continues on Page 30
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Sharks earn gritty win over Senators for district title

By Anthony Richards

The Ponte Vedra High basketball team
outlasted Fletcher 41-37 in a hard-fought
district championship battle Feb. 11 at
Atlantic Coast High School.

“They’ve got a never quit, stay posi-
tive, next play mentality,” Ponte Vedra
head coach Kevin Whirity said. “I just
love these guys.”

It resembled a heavyweight fight with
both teams locking down defensively and
adopting a physical style of play.

To win that style of game and on a
night when the shots were not falling like
they usually would for the Sharks, was
impressive and surely sent a message to
the other teams in the region with the
state playoffs set to begin Feb. 17.

“We’re going to have to win these
types of games if we want to make it to
Lakeland (for final four),” Ponte Vedra
senior Ross Candelino said.

The entire Sharks’ defensive unit did
an excellent job disrupting Fletcher’s
offensive rhythm by jumping into passing
lanes and forcing turnovers and jump
balls.

Turnovers led to scoring opportunities
in transition, which proved key due to the
Sharks struggling to find their shot in the
half-court offense.

“When the shots aren’t hitting you have
to rely on defense to get you through,”

Ponte Vedra junior guard Nate
Bunkosky said. “Defense is
something we always train hard
for, so that it’s there no matter
what.”

Bunkosky was one of several
players not afraid to sacrifice
his body diving on the court for
loose balls and harassing ball
handlers in the full-court press.

“Not only did Nate run the
show on offense, but he also
ran it on defense,” Whirity said.
“You can tell his defensive
safety came out in him. That cat
is as quick as lightning.”

The contest was tied at 12 at
the end of the first quarter and
20-all at halftime. However, the
Senators increased its lead to
34-27 following a three-pointer early in
the fourth quarter.

“When you get down, that’s the point
when everybody’s got to lift each other
up,” Bunkosky said. “My voice is gone
because I’ve been talking to the guys all
game.”

The Sharks answered by pounding the
ball to senior Luke Pirris in the post on
consecutive trips down the floor and he
worked his magic down low to tie the
game at 34 with less than five minutes to
play. He finished with 10 points on the
night.

Luke Pirris flies through the
air on his way to the basket
against Fletcher in the district
championship Feb. 11.

. "

district title Feb. 11.

“When you’ve played basketball al-
most your life, to win and even just play
in a district championship is amazing,”
Bunkosky said. “It just shows how far
we’ve come. We’re like brothers and |
love them.”

The game went to overtime and the
Sharks quickly grabbed the lead follow-
ing a drive and layup by J.T. Kelly.

Down the stretch, the Sharks had
several trips to the free throw line with
an attempt to extend their lead but missed
some front ends of one-and-one opportu-
nities.

However, the Sharks knocked down

Photos by Anthony Richards

The Sharks defeated the Senators 41-37 in overtime to secure the

some big free throws when the game was
on the line, including Kelly and Candeli-
no each knocking down a pair.

“Never was there a lack of energy
or effort by both teams,” Whirity said.
“That’s what a district championship
should be, and I think the fans on both
sides should be appreciative of the hard
work their players put in.”

Kelly led the Sharks in scoring with 11
points.

The Sharks enter the state playoffs as
the No. 1 seed of region 1-6A and will
host Booker T. Washington in a regional
quarterfinal matchup at 7 p.m. Feb. 17.

Pratt lifts her way to scholar-athlete honor

By Anthony Richards

Honored was the first word that came
to mind when Ponte Vedra High junior
Morgan Pratt found out she was named
the school’s scholar-athlete of the month
for January.

“Coach is a big inspiration of mine,
and I was honored by the fact that she
nominated me,” Pratt said. “It has almost
brought more confidence to myself, and I
instantly thought about how grateful I am
for my opportunities.”

Pratt is a captain on the Sharks’ girls

Photo by Anthony Richards
Ponte Vedra High junior Morgan Pratt was
named the school’s January scholar-athlete
of the month. She recently competed at the
girls weightlifting state meet.

weightlifting team, which is a role she has
embraced with her leadership.

According to Pratt, the recognition is
huge, and she hopes she can represent not
only the school but girls weightlifting.

“Having a weightlifter as scholar-ath-
lete of the month is huge just to get more
recognition to the sport,” Pratt said.

After her family moved to the area from
Utah a couple of years ago, she trans-
ferred to Ponte Vedra from Fletcher last
year and decided to give the weightlifting
program a try.

She was familiar with lifting weights
and working out as part of the training
process for many other sports she had
played over the years.

“Growing up in gyms has been my
thing, but I just wasn’t competing in it,”
Pratt said. “T went to the first practice and
saw all these girls working hard, and I
remember thinking, ‘This is cool, I want
to be like them.””

One of the major differences she has
enjoyed about competitive lifting com-
pared to every day training is the atmo-
sphere that exists.

“It’s nice to just go and lift by myself
to give me time to reflect, but when you
go into a competition you have all these
girls screaming and cheering for you to be
a better version of yourself than you were

yesterday,” Pratt said. “I feel like every-
one needs that type of support in their
lives. We all feed off each other’s energy,
and it makes you feel unstoppable.”

Pratt competes in the 129-pound class
and recently competed at the Class 2A
state meet.

Her personal best in clean-and-jerk is
165 pounds, while her max bench and
snatch is 125 and 115, respectively.

“From PVC pipe to 165 is huge,” Pratt
said. “That’s a lot of weight and it’s still
going up with every day that I consis-

“REMIER
DENTAL

tently work and go at it.”

Pratt and her girls weightlifting team-
mates have taken part in a couple of
different community initiatives, including
helping with Children’s Miracle Network
and Toy for Tots.

She aspires to go into the medical field
and credits her mom for helping be her
inspiration with the work she does as a
nursing educator at Mayo Clinic.

“I’m interested in anything where I can
be hands on and helping people,” Pratt
said.
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© StatePoint Media
THEME: U.S. PRESIDENTS

ACROSS

1. Short for specification

5.Knave

8. *Like President Eisenhower's
head

12.*0One fourth of a Presidential
term

13. Take-out handout

14.The Beast's problem in “Beauty
and the Beast”

15. *Pres. Eisenhower established
this space agency

16. Thought

17.Body of water

18.%#22 and #24

20. First-rate, slangily

21. Terminate, as in mission

22. Lingerie staple

23. Public speaker

26. Ivory tickler

30."Fresh Prince of ____-Air”

31. Most likely to win

34. Pot contribution

35. By surprise

37.Indian restaurant staple

38. Lacking justification

39. Office communique

40. Greece and Bulgaria peninsula
42. Overnight stop

43. Indifferently

45. Sturdily built

47.English course abbreviation
48" 'iteasy”

50. Oliver Twist, e.g.

52. *University of Virginia founder
56. African prairie

57.*Second most-popular Presi-
dential birth state, after Virginia
58. Arm bone

59. Poem at a funeral

60. German title

61. Arnold Lobel's"Mouse ____
62. High school club
63.Clinton ____ Rodham

64. Hitler's Deputy

"

DOWN

1. Update a FitBit

2. Sound of bells

3."At ___, soldier”

4. Modern tie forerunner
5. Aromatic lumber

6. Beside, archaic 38. Loosen ropes

7.Two of the same 40. Deli acronym

8.*The only President who was a M hel
bachelor T
9. 51, Nevada

10. Law school entry requirement,
acr.

11. Bear's room

13. Edith Piaf’s hit

14. Meat of coconut

19. Digital tome

22.Trash container, e.g.

23.*0ne of three Presidents to win
a Grammy

24. James Dean'’s famous role

25. Remember this battle

26. *First to serve coast to coast

32.June 6, 1944
33.Saltin cocina

46. Mob offensive

in print

53.Type of gin
54. Cross to bear

CRUISE & TOUR

12 days, departs May - Sep 2022

A4 promo code N7017

1-855-208-9533

36. *aka. Silent Cal

p

44, Hawaii's number

49. Like Bananas Foster
50."All's well thatends
51. Away from wind
52.*Second most common Presi-
dential first name, after James

55. Midday slumbers
56. Chill, with ‘out’

27.Indo-Aryan, as in languages
28.Did not smell good
29. Like yellow polka dot bikini

48. High-pitched laugh sound,

"

GRAND ALASKAN

O S
3|5 7 8
116 S| 712
6 1) 3 1
3 7 ) 2
1135 6l4
7 3 6|5
5 4

© StatePoint Media

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

Doubleheader

Continued from 28

which they proved they were able to do.

“The good thing about this field (at
Davis Park) was that we played on it
when the same thing happened last year,
so we’re used to it,” Parkes said. “Every-
one just trusted each other, and it was all
good.”

Ponte Vedra boys pour it on after
falling down early

The Ponte Vedra boys soccer team
found themselves trailing early, but
stormed back to defeat Pensacola Booker
T. Washington 3-1 in a Class 6A regional
quarterfinal tilt.

The Wildcats got on the board first
and took a 1-0 lead early in the first half,
but the Sharks responded later in the
half as junior Andres Villasana gathered
pass through the box from senior Jake
McGowan and hammered it home past
a sprawling goalie to even the score at
halftime.

“We rarely concede first, so getting
down was hard because we haven’t re-
ally had to experience that,” Ponte Vedra
senior Sammy Soares said. “Once we got
back to even it was all about finding our

Photos by Anthony R|chards
Maggie Mace (No. 12) of Ponte Vedra chases after a ball along the sideline during the Sharks’
regional quarterfinal against Tallahassee Lincoln Feb. 9.

rhythm again.”

Senior Michael Hilbert gave the Sharks
a 2-1 lead with a rocketed shot inside the
bottom left corner of the net.

It was the third goal of the season for
Hilbert, and it could not have come at a
better time for the Sharks.

“The ball kind of just fell at my feet
and I saw an opportunity and just ripped
through it,” Hilbert said. “It came right
off the cleat and just skipped off the
ground and went in. It was an exhilarat-
ing feeling.”

The Sharks increased their lead 3-1 late
in the second half as senior Aaron Novak
headed in a perfectly placed corner kick
inside the right post.

“We’ve been working on this new sys-
tem of offense for about two years now,
and it’s finally starting to click, and you
can see it in the number of goals we’re
scoring,” Soares said. “It’s all coming
together, and this is really feeling like the
year.”

Soares switched positions in week one
of the season and although it was a transi-
tion at first, he has really started to come
into his own.

“I didn’t know I’d be playing outside
back, because I’ve been a centerman my
whole life,” Soares said. “I feel like I've
gelled.”

Andres Villasana winds up to shoot the first Ponte Vedra goal of the regional quarterfinal
contest.
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Private Party Line Rates

+$14.00 1 week « $23.00 2 weeks
+ $31.00 3 weeks - $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV's, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

MONDAY NOON

Health Service/
Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Inogen One G4 is capable
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. FREE information kit. Call
866-925-2362.

Miscellaneous

Aloe Care Health medical alert sys-
tem. Most advanced medical alert
product on the market. Voice-acti-
vated! No wi-fi needed! Special offer
w/ code CAREZ20 for $20 off Mobile
Companion. 1-855-521-5138

Legal Service

If you or a loved one worked around
Roundup Weed Killer, (glyphosate),
for at least two years and were diag-
nosed with lymphoma, you may be
entitled to compensation. To see if
you qualify, call now: 833-479-1286

Business
Opportunities

Instructors wanted! God-centered
self-help method. Up to $1000 per
online workshop. Free book & re-
port: 888-638-4638

Wants to purchase minerals and
other oil and gas interests. Send de-
tails to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, CO
80201

Hero takes stress out of managing
medications. Hero sorts & dispenses
meds, sends alerts at dose times &
handles prescription refill & delivery
for you. Starting at $24.99/month.
No initiation fee. 90-day risk-free
trial! 1-888-684-0280

Commercial Line Rates
+$22.50 1 week « $39.00 2 weeks
« $55.50 3 weeks - $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or
to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Online Auction Only
McTyre Trucking, LLC

om/2022/02/03/mctyre-trucking-lic/

(No onsite attendance)

Located at 4130 Canoe Creek Road, Saint Cloud, FL 34772

.\\"‘
MOECKER
AUCTIONS:

TIONEERS LIGUDATORS - APPRAISERS

Auction ends: Tues, Feb 22, 2022 at 10:00 A.M.

Auction will consist of: 2002 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 King Cab Pickup Truck; 2019
Ford Transit Connect Vian; 2020 Ford F-250 Super Duty King Ranch Crew Cab Pickup Truck;
2019 International HX620 Tractor Truck With Conventional Cab; 2020 International HX620
Tractor Truck With Conventional Cab; 2020 Triple Crown 16’ Utility Trailer; 2018 Dorsey

EF48 48'To 80" Extendable Steel Frame Flatbed Trailer; 2017 Manac 12353K028 53" To 90"
Extendable Galvanized Steel Frame Flatbed Trailer; Mitsubishi FG25N3 Forklift.
Registration, catalog, photos and terms available at https://moeckerauctions.

Preview: 02/21 by appointment. Call for details (954) 252-2887 | (800) 840-BIDS
Assignment for the Benefit of Creditors Case No. 2022 CA 000171 0C

AB-1098 AU-3219, Eric Rubin
AB-1098 AU-3219, Eric Rubi

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
866-643-0438

FREE A $695 Value!

Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

7-Year Extended Warranty*

%2
1x3
2x2
2x3

CLASSIFIED RATES 2022

All Line Ads are 4 lines,
20 to 25 Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate

2"x2") $40.50/1 wk « $70.00/2 wks. + $100/3 wks.
2"x3") $61.50/1 wk. + $112.00/2 wks. « $150.00/3 wks.
4"x2") $82.00/1 wk. « $153.00/2 wks. + $200.00/3 wks.
4"x3") $123.00/1 wk. +$225/2 wks. « $300/3 wks.

Message to Advertisers:

All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy
the first week of publication. We will only apply credit
for the first run and credits are subject to approval by
the Publisher. If ad is cancelled prior to first insertion,
cancellation must be made by the classified deadline
of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal,
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

Business & Worship Directory

1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x4 $96.52/month
1.5x 6 $149.52/month

Rate Guide for: The Recorder

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/
unmatched clarity. TV Ears Original
- originally $129.95 - now w/ this
special offer only $59.95 w/code
MCB59! 1-833-530-1955

Become a published author. We
want to read your book! Dorrance
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion &
distribution. Call for free author’s
guide 833-719-3029 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/acp

Looking for assisted living, memory
care, or independent living? A Place
for Mom simplifies the process of
finding senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-833-386-1995 today!

IOLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIB-
SON, FENDER, MARTIN, Etc.
1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-
8277

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast in-
ternet no matter where you live. 25
Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle
TV & Internet. Free Installa

Update your home with beautiful
new blinds & shades. Free in-home
estimates make it convenient to
shop from home. Professional instal-
lation. Top quality - Made in the USA.
Free consultation: 877-212-7578.
Ask about our specials!

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today!
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast
- FREE pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 1-800-245-0398

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY

5PM

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able. Call: 855-761-1725

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month
w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask
how to bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. 1-888-796-8850

DirecTv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo
65 Channels. Stream news, live
events, sports & on demand titles.
No contract/commitment. 1-866-
825-6523

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-995-2490

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during power
outages, so your home & family stay
safe & comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-yr extended warranty $695
value! Request a free quote today!
Call for terms & conditions. 1-844-
334-8353

The Generac PWRcell solar plus
battery storage system. Save mon-
ey, reduce reliance on grid, prepare
for outages & power your home. Full
installation services. $0 down financ-
ing option. Request free no obliga-
tion quote. 1-855-270-3785

GENERAC
e |

senemAC

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer.
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

LeafdFilter

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #107831
128344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603

License# WV056912 License# WC-2999

tion:
H-19114

Sures CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE
CALL US TODAY FOR
(NI 1-855-595-2102
% % %
1 OFF 10 OFF OFF
YOUR ENT[RE SENIOR & MILITARY TO THE FIRST
PURCHASE DISCOUNTS 50 CALLERS!™

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. *Offer valid at time of estimate only 2The leading

consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized Leaffiter as the “#1 rated

installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative

6585501 Licensef g

233977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212945 License# 2705132153A Licenseit LEAFFNWB22JZ

8-H17 Nassau HIC Licenseit HO1067000 176447 HIC.0649905

C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 IR731804 t Registra-
# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52220 License# 2705160445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990 Registration

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

| Promo Number: 285

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

RECORDER FAX #
904-285-7232

Train online to do medical billing! Be-
come a Medical Office Professional
at CTI! Get trained & certified to
work in months! 888-572-6790. The
Mission, Program Information and
Tuition is located at CareerTechni-
cal.edu/consumer-information. (M-F
8-6 ET)

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN'S
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling,
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. Call 888-937-6497

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson
Mandolins / Banjos. 833-860-0454.

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Start-
ing at $74.99/month! Free Installa-
tion! 160+ channels available. Call
Now to Get the Most Sports & Enter-
tainment on TV! 844-614-2532

CAREER TRAINING - EARN YOUR
HOSPITALITY DEGREE ONLINE!
Earn your Associates Degree ON-
LINE with CTI! Great career ad-
vancement with the right credentials!
Learn whose hiring! Call 877-324-
4096. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

Health, Beauty &
Fitness Aids

Attention oxygen therapy users! Ino-
gen One G4 is capable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds.
Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. Covers 350
procedures. Real insurance - not a
discount plan. Get your free dental
info kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.den-
tal50plus.com/58 #6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW!
888-445-5928 Hablamos Espafiol

Commercial
Rentals

7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License#

To advertise in the Worship Directory
call April at 904-285-8831

Worship service beld in an
A simple place for reflection, surrounded by nature.
Come as you are. All are welcome — even dogs.

open-air building | H

Sundays at 9:45 a.m.
276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach | Il
(904) 285-5347 « www.LordofLifePVB.org |'

OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE

The St. Johns County Chamber of
Commerce has unfurnished office
space available for sublease at its
Ponte Vedra location, 200 Solana
Rd., Suite B. This approximately 300
square-foot, private space has its
own entrance off the parking lot.

Please contact Aimee Stafford,
904-687-2051 or
aimee.stafford @sjcchamber.com
for more information.

Home
Improvements

BCI Bath and Shower- BEAUTI-
FUL BATH UPDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Superior quality bath and
shower systems at AFFORDABLE
PRICES! Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. No payments for 18
months! Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 888-460-2264

Help Wanted
Full Time

SENIOR ACCOUNTANT
Osteen Media Group in Jackson-
ville, Florida, is seeking a Senior
Accountant to work out of our
Fleming Island office.

Pay range: $50,000 to $65,000
based on experience.

Osteen Media Group owns and
operates three established week-
ly newspapers, web sites and
their numerous associated publi-
cations and promotions (monthly,
quarterly and annual magazines,
special sections, contests, events,
etc) in Fleming Island, Fla.; Ponte
Vedra, Fla., and Las Cruces, New
Mexico.

This position is based in the Jack-
sonville area, with occasional
travel to New Mexico.

We are a small, privately owned
media company that special-
izes in producing trusted, reliable,
award-winning community jour-
nalism and advertising/marketing
solutions for our wide range of
readers and advertisers, both in
print and online.

We are a team-oriented com-
pany (35 employees) with highly
experienced publishers and ex-
perienced, versatile personnel at
each of our three locations.

Experience Required:

- BA in Finance, Accounting or
equivalent

- 3 or more years of progressive
accounting experience

- Supervisory experience a plus
- Advanced Quickbooks Online
experience

- CRM media sales system ex-
perience a plus

- Excellent interpersonal skills

- Report directly to ownership
team on a daily basis

- Work with experienced, indus-
try specific CPA firm to develop,
implement & maintain financial
controls & guidelines.

- Ability to solve problems, ana-
lyze data, produce reports & im-
plement change

- Communicate & explain ac-
counting, cost control & evolving
financial guidance to the manage-
ment team.

- Perform complex account-
ing duties, including month-end
close, G/L maintenance, variance
analysis, journal entries, payroll
and account reconciliations.

- Strong Excel skills

- Ability to work independently,
prioritize, organize, and coordi-
nate assignments and responsi-
bilities of self and staff

The position is office-based in
Fleming Island, but allows for flex-
ible hybrid work solutions after
successful 6 months.

Employment with Osteen Media
Group is at-will and nothing in
this Job Description should be in-
terpreted or construed to alter the
at-will employment relationship.
This Job Description includes the
essential job functions required to
perform the job described above,
as well as additional duties and
responsibilities. This Job Descrip-
tion is not an exhaustive list of all
functions that the employee per-
forming this job may be required
to perform. The Company re-
serves the right to revise the Job
Description at any time, and to
require the employee to perform
functions in addition to those
listed above.

Background check & references
required.

Benefits include:
401K match after 1 year
Health insurance
Dental, life, vision & disability
available

Send resumes to: graham@
osteenmediagroup.com
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Kelly Whitaker & Wanda Petersen Susie Mullinax Matt & Naomi Wilkinson Dan Gregory
Ponte Vedra Beach Ponte Vedra Beach Ponte Vedra Beach Nocatee Nocatee

DEL WEBB NOCATEE - TIMBERLAND RIDGE CROSSING AT TWENTY MILE - CROSSWATER VILLAGE
MOVE IN READY! Newest 55+ Community in Corner lot, Providence Buckhorn. Gourmet Extended screened area with a fenced back David Weekley Tullamore open floor plan is
Nocatee. Less than a year old and full of . - : - - : : . .

: * kitchen & tile floors. Privacy,shrubs and . yard. 3 car tandem garage provides extra situated on a prime lot with expansive views
upgrades. Screened in Lanai with pool. k . :
2 BR + Flex Room, 2 BA, 1,882 SF extended pavers with lush landscaping. 4 BR, storage space. 4 BR + Loft, 3.5 BA, 3,199 SF of a tranquil lagoon. 3 BR + Flex Room,
MLS 1152013 $730,000 3 BA, 2,476 SF MLS 1149534 $675,000 MLS 1153837 $4,750 / Monthly Rental 2 BA, 2,292 SF MLS 1153705 $675,000
Tara Belanger (904) 501-9037 John Richardson (609) 335-2186 Matt & Naomi (904) 234-5014 Malia Finger (904) 994-8444

= y
JULINGTON CREEK - SAWGRASS PLAYERS CLUB THE GROVE AT TWENTY MILE COASTAL OAKS
Estate Home by ICl Homes! Soaring ceilings, =~ Stunning pool home completely updated. New Private preserve view on a Cul-de-sac! Pool home on a preserve lot! Temp controlled
stunning Linear gas fireplace and a gourmet Shark coating in garage. Lovely patio area on  Screened & Heated Saltwater. Pool & Spa. All

Sunroom and Garage. Open floorplan with 12 ft
kitchen featuring California style island. 4 BR, this oversized lot for Cypress Creek. 4 BR, NEW flooring! Backyard private OASIS! 5 BR,  ceilings. Large kitchen with upgraded cabinets.

4 BA, 3,839 SF MLS 1147105 $1,149,900 3.5 BA, 2,657 SF MLS 1151755 $1,100,000 3.5 BA, 3,416 SF MLS 1148567 $1,350,000 4 BR, 2.5 BA, 3,002 SF MLS 1149541 $850,000
Michael Paull (904) 705-1004 Kelly Whitaker (904) 233-1991 Matt & Naomi (904) 234-5014 Matt & Naomi (904) 234-5014
Wanda Petersen (904) 537-4594

Jwa locations ta sewe you!

NOCATEE PONTE VEDRA BEACH
158 Marketside Avenue, Suite14 - (904) 834-7682 : 100 Corridor Road, Suite 101 - (904) 280-1115



