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Send us your news

We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —
we'll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to
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www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

ADOPT A PET

Cody

Hello! I'm a 2-year-
old male terrier mix.
| love to be outside,
chase balls and
explore the yard. I'm
a very sweet boy
who loves to give
kisses. | was lost and
the nice people at
the Pet Center took
me in and now I'm
ready to find my
“furever”family. If
you are looking to
add a new pet to

Mia

Hi, 'm Mia. | love

loving! | love to be
held and gently

petted. | purr

easily. | can be
a wiggle-worm,

too. | play very
well and am likely

good with kids. I'm
a little more inter-

ested in people
and getting loving
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on than with toys,
but I'm getting the
hang of them. | re-

your family and think RS
we might be a match, please stop by the pet center to
meet me.

St. Johns County Pet Center

Cat adoptions at the St. Johns County Pet Center are $30 for males and $40 for females. Dog adoptions are $45
for males and $60 for females. Adoption fees include microchipping, neutering/spaying, rabies vaccinations
and shots. The Pet Center is located at 130 N. Stratton Road off US. 1 between County Road 210 and
International Golf Parkway. Business hours are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday-Friday and 9 am. to 4 p.m. Saturday.
The center is closed to the public on Sunday. On Monday, the office is open by appointment only to claim a
lost pet. For more information, call the St. Johns County Pet Center at (904) 209-6190.

the most though! Come let me love on you!

ally enjoy people

discover
membership

Novelist to speak at Sisters in Crime meeting

The Northeast Florida Chapter of Sisters in Crime
will host Kaye D. Schmitz, a multi-published, multi-
award-winning novelist, at its Feb. 5 meeting.

Schmitz will present “Research Like Crazy —
Write Calmly” in the FOL meeting room of the
Ponte Vedra Library, 101 Library Blvd., Ponte Vedra
Beach.

The meeting begins at 10:30 a.m.

For further information, contact Audrey O’Neil at
904-945-5150 or by email at floridasistersincrime@
gmail.com.

Clerk of Courts warns against jury duty scam
The St. Johns County Clerk of Circuit Court and
Comptroller’s Office is warning residents about
fraudulent phone calls from scammers claiming
to be representatives of the Clerk’s Office or law
enforcement.
Many scammers claim that the individual has
missed jury duty and must make immediate pay-

ment to avoid penalties. In some cases,
the scammer indicates a warrant has
been issued for the resident’s arrest and
requests the individual provide personal
information, such as Social Security
number and date of birth for verification.

Additionally, some scammers seek
payment of a bond or fine for failure to
appear for jury duty.

Clerk’s office employees will never
phone a resident to request payment for
failure to appear. Failure to appear for
jury duty requires attendance in court
prior to any penalties being imposed,
which would be ordered by a judge.

When residents don’t respond to a
summons for jury duty, they are contact-
ed through an official letter from the St.
Johns County Clerk of the Circuit Court
sent through the U.S. Postal Service.

If you receive a suspicious call, the
Clerk’s Office advises that you provide

JACKSONVILLE

“Ho

AND GARDENS

Learn more at
jacksonvillezoo.org/
membership

Join the fun when you
Join the Zoo

BRIEFS continues on Page 3



Ponte Vedra Recorder - January 27, 2022

COMMUNITY NEWS 3

Club is being formed in Ponte Vedra, and

there’s just one requirement: You must

have been around the world on one trip.
The international club traces its origin

to 1902 when two men sailed around

the globe and decided to start the club

to share their experiences with others.

Its early members included President

William Howard Taft, Harry Houdini,

William Jennings Bryan and John Phillip

Sousa. Today’s membership includes

many astronauts.

Briefs

Continued from 2

no information, end the call imme-
diately and report the incident to the
Florida Office of the Attorney General at
866-9NOSCAM (866-966-7226).

For questions regarding jury duty in St.
Johns County, call 904-819-3629.

Circumnavigators forming chapter
If you’ve been around the world, There are 14 chapters, including Palm

there’s a place to meet your fellow travel- ~ Beach and Naples in Florida. The goal is

ers. to bring people together who are inter-
A chapter of The Circumnavigators ested in world travel and the Northeast

TREE MASTERS, INC

* Cranes A CELEBRATING OUR
« Aerial Lifts 30TH YEAR!
. » Debris « STUMP GRINDING
Removal * GRADING
« LEVELING

285-4625

TREE REMOVAL EXPERTS
treemastersflorida.com

Florida area may have many who qualify.

An introductory meeting in Ponte Ve-
dra is planned for early April.

Information on the club is at circum-
navigators.org. The local representative
is Fred Seely, who can be reached at
fs4569@comcast.net.

DeSantis Awards $2.3M for (DL
training, workforce education

On Jan. 20, Gov. Ron DeSantis
awarded $2.3 million in funding to sup-
port rapid credentialing workforce and
education programs, including commer-

cial driver’s license and logistics training.

These programs will help Floridians earn

high-wage jobs and support the supply
chain that is currently in great need of
workers. DeSantis made the announce-
ment at the Hardee Campus of South
Florida State College, an award recipi-
ent and strong performer in the Florida
Department of Education’s rapid creden-
tialing program.

The total immediate collective impact
is estimated to benefit 1,200 students
by May and benefit 2,000 students by
August. Class A and B CDLs remain in
high demand across the state and can lead
to mid-level family-sustaining wages, as
can critical entry-level health care oc-
cupations.

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELIN
SINCE 1962
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

TOM TROUT, inc.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

PV2-1V45857

904) 737-5412 ¢ tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!

South Jax Beach Oceanfront

(lassic elegance in highly desired South Jax Beach!
One of the original cottages that has been completely restored
with natural light in the main living space and
a quest suite that opens onto the oceanfront lanai.
Owners Suite has expansive
views of the ocean from the balcony.
5 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms
$3,445,000

Sarah Alexander, REALTOR®
904.334.3104 cell

Sarah@SarahAlexander.net
www.SarahAlexander.net

4:3;\
SARAH
ALEXANDER

:S BH*
" HS .

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Florida Network Realty
“From Cottages to Castles™

©2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC An independently operated subsidiary of Homes Services of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway Home Services and the Berkshire Hathaway Home Services symbol
are registered servicemarks of Home Services of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Luxury Intracoastal Estate

Leave the world behind! Drive down the beautifully landscaped
drive to the private 4+ acre waterfront estate you get to call home.
Custom-built with privacy, security and sustainability, this 10,956
5q. ft. home is truly a work of art. Stunning and expanisve eastern
views of the Intracoastal Waterway with 160 ft. of water frontage
and fully euipped for year-round outdoor living with a 25,000
-gallon salt chlorinated pool, hot tub, dock, and boat lift. Come
enjoy unrivaled privacy just minutes away from the Atlantic Ocean.
5 Bedrooms, 5 Baths, 4 half baths.

Elizabeth Hudgins, REALTOR®

Elizabeth@ElizabethHudgins.com
www.ElizabethHudgins.com

$8,995,000.

904.553.2032 cell

43»

HUDGINS
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Pipe project to impact
shopping center

The St. Johns County Utility Department recently began a pipeline project that will
connect two of the county’s water reclamation facilities in Ponte Vedra Beach.

For the safety of crews and the general public, two access points to the Ponte Vedra
Pointe shopping center will be impacted by the project, which is scheduled for comple-
tion in late February.

The driveway from Palm Valley Road to the Ponte Vedra Pointe shopping center
near Goodwill is limited to local deliveries only, and traffic from Palm Valley Road is
diverted north to the driveway near Walgreens.

Additionally, the entrance near Panera Bread will be closed throughout the project.

Additional pipeline construction on the east side of State Road A1A from Ponte
Vedra Pointe to the Sawgrass Drive West-A 1A intersection will occur after THE PLAY-
ERS Championship golf tournament in March.

Once the pipeline is complete, the Sawgrass Water Reclamation Facility, 10047
Sawgrass Drive West, will be decommissioned and those flows will be diverted to the
Players Club Water Reclamation Facility, 1100 ATP Tour Blvd.

e, DRIVEWAY CLOSURES @
z PONTE VEDRA POINTE
L% - SHOPPING CENTER
“" PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL  [§
Location A: 876 A1AN
Location B: Valley Cir. §
& Palm Valley Rd

St. Johns County Utilities

0/\GISRequestsi2021-12-16 Ponte Vedra Pointe!Py Pointe Detour\PV Pointe Detour aprx

Your Community Voice, for 50 Years

Recorder

Not your average newspaper, not your average reader

Newspaper Carriers Needed
Dealer & Carrier Routes Available

The Ponte Vedra Recorder is currently hiring reliable and dedicated Independent
Contractors to distribute newspapers throughout the Ponte Vedra Beach, Nocatee &
Beaches areas one day a week (Thursdays). ,

To be considered:
*Must be committed to providing excellent customer service
*18 years of age or older

eValid driver’s license

*Current automobile insurance

*Reliable transportation

eAttention to detail and customer service driven
eWilling to work Thursdays (early AM)

*Must be able to lift paper bundles of approx. 20+Ibs
*Able to collect and record fees from dealers

If interested, please call 904-300-5374 or
email Joe Wilhelm: joe@osteenmediagroup.com

County moves ahead with South
Ponte Vedra dune restoration

By Shaun Ryan

The St. Johns County Board of County
Commissioners unanimously approved
funding and the hiring of a contractor
Tuesday, Jan. 18, for the South Ponte
Vedra Dune Restoration Project.

This dredging and beach fill project
spans the area starting from Serenata
Beach and extending north for about
five and a half miles. It is unrelated to
the FEMA Dune Enhancement Project,
which is now under way.

The South Ponte Vedra segment of
shoreline has sustained critical erosion
due to a number of storms over the past
six years, beginning with Hurricane
Matthew in 2016. However, attempts to
procure federal assistance to restore the
beach were unsuccessful.

Referring to these failed attempts,
Commissioner Henry Dean called the
stretch “the Rodney Dangerfield of beach
renourishment projects.”

The commission approved the hiring of
Weeks Marine Inc. of Convington, Loui-
siana, to do the work at a cost of about
$13 million. The project will involve the
dredging of about 670,000 cubic yards
of sand from an offshore borrow site and

placing it on the beach.

The project will be funded in part by a
grant from the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection. The remainder will
be funded through special taxes levied on
property in that area, though that could be
offset if the Legislature passes the Fiscal
Recovery Infrastructure and Disaster Re-
lief Flexibility Act, which could make the
project eligible for special funding.

The total cost of the project — includ-
ing contingency — is estimated at about
$15.1 million, with the lion’s share, $14.6
million, in the South Ponte Vedra seg-
ment. Just over $600,000 will be required
for the Serenata portion.

After factoring for the grant reimburse-
ment, the net cost falls to $7.3 million
for the South Ponte Vedra portion, where
homeowners will pay $3.20 per $1,000
of their assessed property value. The Ser-
enata segment falls to $303,355, with a
tax rate of 61 cents for $1,000 of property
value.

These tax estimates are based on cur-
rent values, so they could change before
the annual budget process gets under way
in July.

The project is expected to be complete
by June 30.

Wolfson joins call for legislation, funding
for children’s mental health resources

In response to the pediatric mental
health crisis, Wolfson Children’s Hospital
has joined the Children’s Hospital As-
sociation (CHA) and colleagues across the
country in a national campaign to increase
awareness of the need for federal funding
for mental health services.

“Sound the Alarm for Kids,” launched
by the association, American Academy
of Pediatrics and American Academy of
Child and Adolescent Psychiatrists, urges
federal lawmakers to enact legislation
and increase funding to address a national
mental health emergency in children and
teens.

“We are facing a significant national
mental health crisis in our children and
teens which requires urgent action,” said
Amy Wimpey Knight, association presi-
dent. “In the first six months of last year,
children’s hospitals across the country
reported a shocking 45% increase in the
number of self-injury and suicide cases in
5-to 17-year-olds compared to the same
period in 2019. Together with the AAP,
AACAP and other national child health
and mental health organizations, we are
sounding the alarm on this mental health
emergency.”

The rates of mental health emergen-
cies among children have significantly
increased during the pandemic, including:

* A 300% increase in pediatric behav-

ioral health emergency admissions at
Wolfson Children’s Hospital.

* A 200% increase in requests for Wolf-
son Children’s Behavioral Health outpa-
tient appointments.

* A 14% increase in mental health
emergencies for 5- to 17-year-olds seen
at children’s hospitals nationwide in the
first two quarters of 2021 compared to the
same period in 2019.

“This issue began long before CO-
VID-19, but the pandemic has certainly
made it worse,” said Michael D. Aubin,
Wolfson Children’s Hospital president. “In
addition to providing care for the children
in the hospital, it is our responsibility to
reach into the community and advocate for
children, finding ways to intervene before
they end up in crisis and calling on those
in power to increase funding for services.”

The On Our Sleeves program is one
way Wolfson Children’s is addressing the
crisis. On Our Sleeves provides adults
with free, easy-to-use resources to start
conversations with children and teens,
boost mental wellness and prevent crises.

To view resources or sign up for the
monthly e-newsletter, go to WolfsonChild-
rens.com/OnOurSleeves. Those who need
to speak with someone immediately can
call the Wolfson Children’s 24/7 Kids &
Teens Helpline at 904-202-7900 or text
LIFE to 741741.
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Veterans group blasts Biden Administration over missed VA deadline

Concerned Veterans for America
(CVA) on Monday responded Mon-
day, Jan. 12, to the news that the Biden
Administration postponed its recom-
mendations to modernize and realign the
Department of Veterans Affairs, punting
for at least six weeks a required report
outlining their plan to modernize the
agency’s infrastructure footprint.

This news comes following the VA fail-
ing to meet the May 31, 2021, deadline
to nominate Asset and Infrastructure
Review (AIR) commissioners as required

by the VA MISSION Act.

Russ Duerstine, CVA’s deputy direc-
tor, had this to say about the administra-
tion’s lack of commitment to our nation’s
veterans:

“With this delay, the Biden administra-
tion is sending a very clear message to
veterans that their health and well-being
is not a priority. The Department of
Veterans Affairs has continued to fail our
nation’s heroes throughout the duration
of this pandemic by canceling or delay-
ing millions of appointments and acting

as a barrier to veterans trying to get
timely and quality care. And worse, now
this administration has no plan to make
public the recommendations needed to
fix the broken VA system. The reality is
veterans are dying waiting for care under
Secretary McDonough’s department. The
deadline has been passed for accountabil-
ity and transparency. Now the question
is: how many more veterans’ lives will
be lost before this administration makes
them a priority?”

In July 2021, CVA’s sister organiza-

tion, Americans for Prosperity Founda-
tion (AFPF) filed a lawsuit against the
Department of Veterans Affairs after the
VA failed to respond to a series of Free-
dom of Information Act requests seek-
ing records about VA wait-times from
VA headquarters and in medical centers
across multiple states, including Florida,
Arizona, Montana and West Virginia.

The VA has faced repeated scandals in
recent years over its mismanagement of
patient scheduling systems and wait-time
data.

Northeast Florida housing market continues

Nationwide, the 2021 housing market
was one for the history books, and the
same was true for Northeast Florida.

After three consecutive months of price
increases, existing home sales are on pace
to hit their highest level in 15 years with
an estimated six million homes sold in
2021, according to the National Associa-
tion of Realtors (NEFAR).

In Northeast Florida, sales prices
reached new heights, inventory scraped
rock bottom and homes sold in record
time, often for well above the asking
price.

“December capped off an exceptional
real estate market year in Northeast
Florida,” said NEFAR President Mark
Rosener. “Sales of all property types were
brisk throughout the year clocking in at
nearly 38,000 properties sold for 2021.”

In single family residential hous-
ing across Northeast Florida, the me-
dian sales price for December rose to
$350,000, a small increase over Novem-
ber’s median of $349,013 but a 22%
increase from December 2020.

“The median sales price of all prop-
erties sold is at an all-time high of
$323,900, although it appears that this

may be showing signs of moderating as
the December median sales price was
virtually the same as it was at the end of
November,” Rosener said.

Meanwhile, the region’s inventory of
homes fell to 1.1 months’ supply, a 20.2%
decrease from November 2021 and a
25.9% drop from December 2020.

“The end of December is historically
our lowest inventory level, and we would
anticipate that more homes will be com-
ing on the market to take advantage of
the spring selling season,” Rosener said.
“Inventory remains at a record low with
just over 3,400 properties actively for
sale at the end of December, which repre-
sents just over one months’ supply at our
current sales level.”

With a median of 24 days on the mar-
ket in December, homes are still selling at
a fast clip with 99.6% of sellers receiv-
ing their asking price and 31.5% closing
above the listing price, which is a 91%
increase from a year ago.

“We still see a very short market-
ing time of days on market, with most
properties selling at or slightly above list
price, although these two indicators seem
to be moderating in December as well,”

said Rosener.

New listings of single-family homes
in December dropped to 1,841 homes, a
19.4% decline since November 2021 and
a 4.9% decline from the year before.

In St. Johns County, the median sales
price in December for single-family
homes was $490,250, a 3.1% increase
over November 2021 and a 24.1% in-
crease from a year ago.

St. Johns single-family homes spent a
median of 28 days on the market. All sell-
ers received their list price with 29.9%
receiving more than the asking price.

In the Ponte Vedra North area, the
median sales price in December was
$1,986,000, a jump of 38.8% since
November 2021, with the median days
on the market of 33 and 95.5% of sellers
receiving their list price, and 16.7% of
homes selling for over the asking price.

In Duval County, the median price in
December of single-family homes was
$319,920, a 2.9% rise since November
2021 and a 25.5% rise since December
2020.

Duval County homes spent a median
of 22 days on the market, and 99.4% of
sellers received their asking price with

historic trend

34.3% of homes selling at more than the
list price.

“Whether someone is buying or selling,
it has never been more important to get
the advice, guidance and expertise of a
trusted Realtor to navigate the new nor-
mal of our real estate market in Northeast
Florida,” Rosener said. “The pandemic
has certainly impacted the seasonality of
real estate sales and the consumer behav-
iors. Demand for homes remains strong.
The millennial generation is getting to its
prime home buying age, while investors
are still active in our market, and con-
sumers from larger metropolitan areas
keep looking to make Northeast Florida
their home. I believe the spring market
will see an uptick in available homes for
sale to meet that demand.”

Waterworks Building may become venue for arts, culture

The St. Johns Cultural Council is work-
ing with the City of St. Augustine on an
agreement to activate one of North City’s
most significant historic buildings.

The Waterworks, listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, was built in

A historic picture of the Waterworks Building.

1898 as the pumping station for the city’s
first water utility and remained in service
until a new water plant opened in 1927
on West King Street.

The site was then developed into Dav-
enport Park, and the building continued
to be used as the Little
Theatre, then a home
for the St. Augustine
Arts Club and later
as the St. Augustine
Garden Club.

The proposed col-
laboration between the
city and the Cultural
Council would dramati-
cally increase access to
arts, culture and heri-
tage programming for
residents and provide

Contributed photo

much-needed space for St. Augustine-
based organizations to meet and host
community events.

Each partner will make significant
financial contributions to the effort. The
city has recently completed restoration
of the facility, which includes an audito-
rium and an outdoor music platform. The
Cultural Council would make extensive
improvements to the interior of the
building to facilitate concerts, theatrical
performances, exhibitions, educational
programming, community meetings and
more.

On-site staff — provided by the
Cultural Council — would ensure that
the space is well managed and cared for
and would collaborate with community
partners to create and present high quality
programming year-round.

Visit our showroom for the
best selection, prices & customer service!

FREE ESTIMATES

1770 St. John's Bluff Rd. S., FL 32246 | 904-491-2164

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm
Sun 12-4 pm

www.CarpetMan.biz

&

Mattress §ale!

Starting at

N\
@™ King Sets
Starting at

$299

‘ WE WON’'T BE UNDERSOLD

LOW OVERHEAD
means LOW PRICES

Richards Mattress & Wicker

Serving the Beaches for 43 Years

1079 Atlantic Blvd. * Atlantic Beach
Next to Elvis’s Upholstery

249~-3541 WM-S:11-5:30 * Sunday: 1-5

www.richardsmattressandwicker.com
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Trudy Toche is the owner of Positively Profiling. She was recognized in December as the Ponte Vedra Beach Division’s 2021 St. Johns
County Chamber of Commerce Ambassador of the Year and was recently appointed as the ambassador chair for the Ponte Vedra

Beach Division.

As told to Anthony Richards

Can you please tell us about your background?

I am a Mississippi Gulf Coast native. I graduated from
the University of South Alabama located in Mobile,
Alabama. I received an undergraduate degree in health
science with an emphasis in recreational therapy.

Post college I moved to New York City and New
Jersey where I worked most of my career in the health
care field at Kessler Institute for Rehabilitation, work-
ing directly with patients who suffered from spinal cord,
traumatic head injuries and other neurological impair-
ments.

A career highlight was working with Christopher Reed
and his rehab team on cutting edge modalities in spinal
cord research.

Living in Chatham, New Jersey in 2003, I decided
to step away from my full-time career to enjoy being a
mom for the first time.

Although I loved being mom, I missed the role of help-
ing others on a daily basis, so in 2004, I discovered an
amazing opportunity with Mary Kay Inc.

Mary Kay Inc. is a debt free, privately held U.S. based
international cosmetics company serving nearly 40 coun-
tries with headquarters located in located Dallas, Texas.

The company was founded in 1963 by Mary Kay Ash
with the mission of living by the Golden Rule.

Mary Kay will be celebrating over 57 years of provid-
ing top products in skincare and color cosmetics.

This was the perfect flexible opportunity for the last 18
years.

I have had the amazing opportunity to be a part of
Mary Kay’s Leadership program while building a suc-
cessful personal business and most importantly being a
full-time mom of two active boys.

I am proud to have been recognized multiple times na-
tionally with several awards in sales and leadership. That
would not be possible without my wonderful supportive
clients which span the U.S. Thank you all who continue
to support me in my growing Mary Kay business. [ am
truly grateful.

| know you are also the owner of Positively Profiling,
how did that venture get started?

The Mary Kay Foundation is the nonprofit sector of
the business. All sales force members are encouraged to
help make the world a better place by educating others
in the community on topics i.e., social impact, women’s
empowerment, sustainability, cancer research, domestic
violence and so much more.

I enjoyed educating and inspiring others to make the
world a better place by speaking at various community
and nonprofit groups. Before I realized, I was being
asked to speak more frequently.

In 2018, I launched Positively Profiling, a motivational
speaking and teaching business. Under this business
model I want to highlight all things positive.

I am excited to be able to use my years of experi-
ence in the area of personal growth and development to
continue to help others in a different way. I offer a coach-
ing service, motivational and inspirational programs for
small or large groups and retreats.

Trudy Toche is the owner of Positively Profiling.

What are the most rewarding parts of you have found
from your jobs?

Post Covid, there is a huge need for individuals to stay
positive in the world, and I can help them.

I love growing two businesses that both serve and help
individuals be a better version of themselves. Making a
difference truly is intrinsically rewarding.

When I have individuals give me feedback from at-
tending a program or event, that tells me I have in some
way made a positive difference in their life. That is truly
rewarding!

If you are interested on hearing more great things about
what Positively Profiling can offer you or your business
in the area of personal growth, please contact me on
social media on Instagram @trudypositivelyprofiling,
LinkedlIn or directly at trudytoche@icloud.com.

Photo courtesy of Trudy Toche

What are some of the challenges that you face with
your jobs?

What does not challenge you will not change you. I
welcome challenges as an opportunity to grow.

What do you enjoy most about living in the Northeast
Florida area?

I truly love Ponte Vedra Beach. Being steps away from
the sand.

What do you like to do in your free time?
Travel of course, I am a proud solo mom of two teen

boys, and I enjoy making memories with them whenever
we get the chance.
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Valley Ridge Academy band director Andrew Burk named
St. Johns County School District 2021-22 Teacher of the Year

INK!’s (Investing in Kids) 2021-22
Teacher of the Year awards campaign
culminated on Jan. 20 with a special
recognition banquet and program, along
with honors and a tribute to Andrew
Burk, band director at Valley Ridge
Academy who was named Teacher of
the Year among finalists from St. Johns
County public schools.

Kaitlyn Holle, a middle school science
teacher at Mill Creek Academy was
named as this year’s Rookie Teacher of
the Year.

Pictured from left: Kaitlyn Holle, Rookie
Teacher of the Year, stands next to Ryan
Goodwin of Equitable and Superintendent
Tim Forson.

During the event, St. Johns County
Superintendent of Schools Tim Forson
congratulated Burk and Holle, and gave
accolades from local business leaders,
and recognition for all Teacher of the
Year finalists.

Additional presentations included
Burk’s comments and affirmations from
many educators who were previous
award winners, along with attendance by
families, friends and students who joined
the evening event at World Golf Village
Renaissance St. Augustine Resort.

As Teacher of the Year, Burk will be
awarded a car from Beaver Toyota and
a $500 gift certificate from Staples. He
also becomes the representative from
St. Johns County in the State of Florida
Teacher of the Year competition.

Burk will begin a yearlong professional
development and leadership program
with fellow Teachers of the Year from all
67 counties around the state. As Rookie
Teacher of the Year, Holle will receive
$500 from Equitable.

Additional Teacher of the Year finalists
this year include Veronica Fuata, second-
grade teacher at Cunningham Creek
Elementary School; Robie Hagan, in-
structional literacy coach at Wards Creek
Elementary School; Patricia McElhone,
academic interventionist at St. Johns
Virtual School; and Sharon Warwell-
Murden, fifth-grade teacher at R.B. Hunt
Elementary School.

The countywide awards program com-
memorates recipients as local scholastic
leaders who help to build community
awareness of the region’s best educators.

Since 2017, Burk has been teaching
sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade music
classes, beginning in South Florida. In
2019, he started teaching the same grade
levels in band at Valley Ridge Academy.
He holds a bachelor’s degree in music
education and majored in instrumental
music education at Florida State Univer-
sity. Burk resides in Jacksonville.

Burk has received awards as an out-
standing educational leader and for high
academics. He is a member of several
professional educator associations and a
volunteer mentor with Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Northeast Florida.

Burk’s focus is helping students learn
how to play instruments through world-
renowned music programs. The method
allows students to start on specific instru-
ments for faster learning so they can play
harder, more impressive music as they
grow, and to play additional instruments.

According to Burk, his proudest ac-
complishments outside of the classroom
are being the co-founder of Collegiate
Music Education Day at the Florida Capi-
tol and an advocate for a legal provision
in a large education bill that lists music as
a core subject in Florida public schools.

He has partnered with the Florida
Music Education Association and worked
with more than 20 House and Senate of-
fices while hosting the first-ever legisla-
tive advocacy event related to music
education in the State of Florida.

As a music teacher, Burk’s philosophy
is to focus on students working together,
exerting effort and making sacrifices as a
team.

He requires all students to help set up
chairs and stands each morning, with
responsibilities to move equipment, per-
form instrument maintenance and orga-
nize paperwork for the band to emphasize

ih :
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Andrew Burk, Teacher of the Year.

personal ownership of the program.

Burk assigns every student to perform
three minutes throughout the year to pres-
ent their favorite song to the band and
to help build a caring, supportive band
family. Burk teaches students that, as
individuals and through cooperation, they
will benefit from their class experience as
they work to provide value to the group.

Photos provided by Leonard’s Photography and INK!

“I am so proud to have played a role
in educating students and music teach-
ers in and beyond the classroom,” said
Burk. “Within St. Johns County School
district, I have taken on the role of lead-
ing the professional learning community
for middle school band directors where

TEACHER continues on Page 9
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Msgr. Daniel Logan processes out following a Palmer Catholic Academy mass held at Our Lady
Star of the Sea wearing a hardhat associated with the new gymnasium he added to the school.
Upon his retirement, the gym was named the Msgr. Daniel B. Logan Gymnasium and Commu-

nity Center.
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Photos provided by Palmer Catholic Academy

From left, Bishop John Snyder, Msgr. Daniel Logan, Bishop Felipe Estevez and Bishop Victor
Galeone at Msgr. Logan’s jubilee celebrating 50 years as a priest in July 2013.

Leaving a lasting impact

Community reflects on Msgr. Logan as priest, friend

By Anthony Richards

The local Catholic community recently
suffered a tough loss with the passing
Dec. 27 of Msgr. Daniel Logan, who was
a fixture throughout the Northeast Florida
area, at 83 years old.

He left his mark on the residents of
Ponte Vedra Beach after spending more
than a decade as the head pastor at Our
Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church and
helping expand the resources of Palmer
Catholic Academy.

During his time overseeing Palmer,
he was able to elevate the school to new
heights, including being named a blue
ribbon school within two years.

One of the common themes expressed
when describing Logan, was that he
was a teacher at heart, and it reflected in
everything he did.

Some of the progress the academy
made under his watch was the addition of
a gym and a center for arts and music.

“He always encouraged me to dig
deeper,” Palmer Principal Linda Earp
said. “He had a way of making us all feel

like we were part of the family.”

Words of advice offered by Logan that
continue to resonate with Earp are “You
never make it about yourself; you make
it about everybody else. It’s not your
school; it’s our school.”

Earp was happy that he was able to
make one last trip to the school weeks
before passing away.

The visit took place on Dec. 3, and he
had lunch with Earp and a group of staff
members.

“When he walked into a building, you
smiled,” Earp said. “That’s just the type
of person he was.”

Logan’s love for teaching harkens back
to his days as a teacher and eventual
president at Bishop Kenny High School
from 1965 to 1989.

“He knew things and had a way of
getting it across to people,” said Cindy
Horine, a longtime parishioner at Our
Lady Star of the Sea. “His mind was
always thinking.”

As a result, Logan had a knack for al-
ways wanting to better current situations,

=

Msgr. Daniel Logan holds up a plaque during a ceremony celebrating Palmer Catholic Academy
winning the U.S. Department of Education No Child Left Behind Blue Ribbon Award in 2005.

which also meant having great foresight
and the ability to have an excellent plan
for the future.

“He knew which way he wanted to
go, and he always went that direction,”
longtime parishioner Ernie Bono said.
“He was a holy priest you could go to
for council, and he would tell you how it
was. He had a positive influence on the
parish, the Diocese (of St. Augustine) and
the city of Jacksonville. He really made
an impact on a lot of people.”

Prior to coming to Our Lady Star of
the Sea in 1999, he founded Holy Family
parish in Jacksonville in 1974.

Horine was working in the parish office
when Logan was assigned to Our Lady
Star of the Sea.

“I worked for him in multiple ways,
but the best part were the Monday night
meetings for about 10 years with the
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults) program,” Horine said.

Some of the fondest memories Horine
has pertain to Logan’s dog Pepper and
how he took him most places with him,

Msgr. Daniel Logan with Palmer principal
Linda Earp and Building Committee Chair-
man Michael Lenahen during the gym
groundbreaking ceremony in August 2011.

including the RCIA meetings.

“He went everywhere with him,”
Horine said.

After Pepper, Logan rescued another
dog, a mini-Sheltie named Lacy, who
served a similar role.

“He was like the church’s pet,” parish-
ioner Debbie Graham said.

Graham first met Logan when she was

MSGR. LOGAN continues on Page 9

Many bishops, priests and deacons attended Msgr. Daniel Logan’s jubilee celebration in 2013.
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Teacher

Continued from 7

I guide teachers during monthly band
director meetings.”

“We are currently planning the 2023
St. Johns County Honor Band,” he added.
“Inside my classroom, I have hosted three
college interns and directed them through
a day in the life of a young middle school
band director.”

Burk said he was “honored and hum-
bled to receive such an amazing distinc-
tion as Teacher of the Year.”

“We have an exceptional group of
educators in St. Johns County, and it is a
privilege to collaborate with them each
day,” said Burk. “The school year has
been challenging in many ways. Yet, it
has provided us with a unique opportu-
nity to reflect on our teaching practices
and think about our relationships with

our students. And it reminds us that what
matters most is to help students truly en-
gage in their own learning experiences.”

All Teacher of the Year finalists were
honored during surprise visits in Decem-
ber by INK! (Investing in Kids), school
district officials and 2020-21 St. Johns
County Teacher of the Year Ali Pressel
from Creekside High School. Visits also
included program sponsors and support-
ers who provided flowers, applause and
accolades at each school with school
principals, staff members and students.
Beaver Toyota St. Augustine hosted the
day with its Bucky the Beaver mascot on
prize patrol.

Old Town Trolley Tours provided
transportation with Leonard’s Photogra-
phy donating photography.

During the visits, board members, staff
and volunteers, along with Forson and
officials visited schools and recognized
the finalist teachers for their outstanding

demonstration of instructional skills, stu-
dent interaction, professional excellence
and importance in the lives of hundreds
of students.

The St. Johns County Education
Foundation, which operates as INK!,
facilitated a group of panelists as they
interviewed nominees who have more
than three years as professional educators
in the classroom.

Emcees and presenters at the Jan. 20
event included Paul Ray, INK! board
president; and St. Johns County Teachers
of the Year with Pressel; Amy Grimm,
Teacher of the Year 2017-18 from Jul-
ington Creek Elementary School; Julie
Haden, Teacher of the Year Finalist 2019-
20 from Freedom Crossing Academy;
Becky Welu, Teacher of the Year Honoree
2020-21 from R.B. Hunt Elementary
School; Ashley Grimm, Teacher of the
Year honoree 2019-20 from Freedom
Crossing Academy; and Lauren Wood,

Rookie Teacher of the Year 2020-21 from
Valley Ridge Academy.

According to Donna Lueders, INK!’s
executive director, the importance of
the countywide awards program builds
community awareness of the region’s
best educators. Lueders and her team of
professionals provide innovative pro-
grams, services and classroom resources
to support academic success for all St.
Johns County public schools.

INK! promotes academic success
for all St. Johns County public school
students by providing innovative pro-
grams and resources to support more than
45,000 students and approximately 2,785
teachers.

The office is located at 1 Christopher
St. in St. Augustine. For more informa-
tion, contact Donna Lueders at 904-547-
7120 or email Donna.Lueders@stjohns.
k12.fl.us. The website is ink-stjohns.org.

Msgr. Logan

Continued from 8

in the eighth grade and was a student at
Bishop Kenny while Logan was presi-
dent.

Her father was on the committees
helping to raise funds and construct Holy

fa
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Family. Because of her father’s close re-
lationship, Logan became a close family
friend and even brought her mother into
the faith when she converted to Catholi-
cism at 40 years old.

“He was a man of the people,” Gra-
ham said. “Anyone who experienced
his teachings just raved about them. I'm
blessed to have known him; he will be

terribly missed.”

Bono was another that worked closely
with Logan on many fundraising cam-
paigns over the years.

He will always remember the relation-
ship the two developed and will miss Lo-
gan calling him at night when he couldn’t
sleep to discuss what was on his mind.

“My relationship with him was chippy

ALLOW US TO
INTRODUCE OURSELVES

OFF YOUR VISIT
Limit one per household.
Limit 1 time use. Expires 12/31/2022

Walk: In Anytime or
Check-In Online

UrgentVet

For pet injury or iLLness that can’t wait for your
regular vet but that isn't serious enough for the ER vet

at times, but it was a loving chippy,”
Bono said. “How a friend would tease
another. It was a unique relationship and
one that I’ll always covet.”

One of the things Logan passed along
to Bono is that life is not made of experi-
ences but made of moments.

“I certainly had a lot of moments with
him,” Bono said.

MON-FRI: 3PM - 11PM

SAT-SUN: 1T0AM - 8PM
HOLIDAYS: 12PM - 8PM

In The Shoppes at Beachwalk next to Publix
855 County Road 210, St. Johns, FL 32259
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Rabbi to retire after 13 years of
service to local congregation

By Shaun Ryan

For Rabbi Michael Matuson of Beth El,
the Beaches Synagogue, the decision to
retire came naturally — as naturally, per-
haps, as his decision to become a rabbi in
the first place.

“It was the right thing,” he said. “It was
just time.”

On an afternoon not long ago, while
meeting with a boy preparing for his bar
mitzvah, Matuson was explaining the
value of reciting the words of the Torah
just as generations did before, and just as
future generations will do.

And then, it occurred to him: the time
had come to step aside.

“I thought to myself: We need a
younger rabbi,” he said. “We’re growing.
We need more energy.”

And so, in June, after 13 years serv-
ing the synagogue and 38 years since he
began his career, Matuson will retire.

A chance discovery

Matuson’s choice of career is rooted in
his childhood living in Brooklyn, New
York.

“I was surrounded by Judaism,” he
said. “It wasn’t anything that I thought
about. I don’t think anybody else thought
about it, either. It was just something that
you learned. Something that you did.
There was a naturalness about it.”

He always found comfort in the syna-
gogue.

“I went to the synagogue as a child,
obviously, and I found it a profoundly
spiritual experience,” he said.

He also found rabbis to be extraordi-
narily accessible and willing to listen —
even to a kid.

So, the seed of his future was planted
early, and it took root in his youth. Then,
something that happened quite by chance
set him on the path to becoming a rabbi.

He was in Jerusalem and happened
upon an application to Hebrew Union
College, where every future rabbi must
begin his post-graduate studies. The
application was sitting on a library desk
when Matuson found it. He filled it out
and soon forgot about it.

Then, he received a letter saying that
an interview had been set up for him. He
went to his interview, and before long he
received another letter. He had been ac-
cepted to the college.

Taking a stand

Matuson began his career in earnest in
1984 as assistant rabbi at Congregation
Ahavath Chesed, The Temple in Manda-
rin. After two years, the Temple appoint-
ed him associate rabbi.

During his time in Duval County, he
served as president of the Jacksonville
Food Bank and was an active member of
the Interfaith Council of Jacksonville, the
Jacksonville Board of Rabbis and Habitat
for Humanity.

Eventually, however, it was time to
go out on his own. In 1989, he served as
senior rabbi at B’nai Zion in Shreveport,
Louisiana. He was also an adjunct profes-
sor at Louisiana State University and
Centenary College and was awarded an
honorary doctorate from LSU in 1991.

It was during this time that he was
called upon to take a stand against hate.

David Duke, a member of the Louisi-
ana House of Representatives who had
been a neo-Nazi and grand wizard of the
Ku Klux Klan, was running for governor.

“He was ahead in the polls, and we
were seeing Duke signs everywhere,”
said Matuson. “And the Klan was walk-
ing in front of the synagogue in full Klan
regalia. Every Saturday morning, they’d
be marching.”

The rabbi got involved in anti-Duke
activities, but due to the synagogue’s
tax-exempt status he was forbidden to
mention any candidate by name.

That’s when the congregational presi-
dent asked him to speak out, promising
that the congregation would pay any IRS
fines he incurred.

So, Matuson met this challenge head-
on.

“It was a grueling experience,” he re-
called. “You’re exposed to ugliness from
people that really hated Jews. And not in
a passive way. In an active way.”

He endured numerous threats, and the
ATF and FBI had to post agents in the
sanctuary to protect the congregation. At
one point, the authorities arrested two
youths from Dallas who were planning
to drive to Shreveport with maps of the
synagogue, Matuson’s home address and
a collection of weapons.

For his courage in combatting racism,
Matuson was awarded the Ralph Waldo
Emerson Humanitarian Prize.

Back to Florida

When the senior rabbi at The Temple
in Mandarin retired in the late 1990s,
Matuson returned. But after several years
there, he knew that he needed a smaller
congregation where he could form real,
genuine relationships with the individu-
als.

“I wanted to be able to look out at the
faces in the sanctuary and know who they
are,” he said.

So, in 2008, he came to Beth El, the
Beaches Synagogue in Ponte Vedra,
where he has served as the rabbi ever

Photo by Shaun Ryan

Rabbi Michael Matuson of Beth El, the Beaches Synagogue plans to retire in June.

since.

He has found Beth El the kind of place
where — as in the song for “Cheers” —
everybody knows your name.

“If somebody were not at services, I
would know that they were missing,” he
said. “And other people would, too. And
we would call, we would check: Are you
OK?”

Over the years, Matuson said those re-
lationships have enhanced his own sense
of spiritual development.

“I think I’m a different man — I’'m
sure I’m a different rabbi — than I was,”
he said. “The things that I thought really
mattered when [ was younger now don’t.
And other things are priorities.”

One of the key lessons he said he has
learned was the importance of listening.

“The other person isn’t a comma, just
some delay until you think of the next

important thing that’s got to be said,” he
explained. “That all changed for me. It
was the listening that I found lovely. It
was what I received rather than dispensed
that was more important to me.”

A few years ago, Matuson pledged
$100,000 of his own money toward pay-
ing off the synagogue’s mortgage. This
inspired others to contribute. Now, Matu-
son expects the building, constructed in
2004 at a cost of $1.8 million, to be paid
off by the time he retires in June.

The rabbi of Beth El for the past 13
years doesn’t have a lot of plans for his
retirement. He’s leaving that open-ended
for now.

But he said he’d still be involved in the
synagogue, where he has had a lasting
impact, and where he continues to go to

pray.
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Area residents join Community Foundation board

Brian J. Davis, U.S. District Court
judge for the Middle District of Florida,
will lead The Community Foundation for
Northeast Florida as chair of the board of
trustees for the next two years.

Davis has been a trustee since 2014 and
has volunteered with Leadership Jack-
sonville, NCCJ, Urban League, NAACP,
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Jacksonville
Community Council, Hubbard House,
Help Center, PACE Center for Girls,
OneJax and the Jaguars Foundation.

He also chaired the Mayor’s Domestic
Violence Task Force in 1999. Most re-
cently, he chaired the Jacksonville Public
Education Fund and is an advisory board
member of the North Florida Council,
Boy Scouts of America.

Davis succeeds Martha Frye Baker,

whose two-year term as chair ended in Judge Brian J. Davis Lauren Rueger R. Halsey Wise
2021.

Also, two community leaders have She has also been a community mem- Program and Initiatives Committee. Wise also served on the board of
joined the board for an initial three-year ber of the foundation’s Program and Ini- Wise is the founder, chairman and CEO trustees of the Episcopal High School in
term: Lauren Rueger and R. Halsey Wise, tiatives Committee. She is a member of of AfterNext HealthTech and founder and ~ Alexandria, Virginia, and The Fessenden
replacing trustees Ryan A. Schwartz and the Baptist Health Foundation Board of CEO of Lime Barrel Advisors, a private School in West Newton, Massachusetts.
Dori Walton, who rotated off the board at Directors, co-chairs the Communications investment and advisory services firm. He is the founder of the Garden of Hope
the end of 2021 after 10 and nine years of ~ Subcommittee of the Wolfson Children’s He served on the board of directors at the Huntsville, Alabama, Botanical
service, respectively. Hospital Advisory Council and is an ac- of the Jefferson Scholars Foundation at Garden.

Rueger is a communications consul- tive member of the Parents’ Association the University of Virginia and continues He will join foundation’s Investment
tant and an alumna of the foundation’s at The Bolles School. to chair the UVA Jefferson Scholarship Committee.

Weaver Philanthropic Initiative. She will remain on the foundation’s Selection Committee for North Florida.
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COA Center in Nocatee announces February events

The following programs will be held at
COA Center at Flagler Health+ Village
at Nocatee, 351 Town Plaza Ave. Regis-
tration is required, and space is limited.
Unless specified otherwise, registration
should be made by emailing pbrunell@st-
johnscoa.com or by calling 904-819-3234.

FITNESS CLASSES

Chair Yoga:

Tuesdays, starting Feb. 1 for four weeks.
Class time: 10:30 am. Cost: $30. Instructor:
Alison Vitta. Register: coasjc.coursestorm.
com/category/coa-center-at-nocatee.

Stretch, Strengthen, Move and Groove:
Tuesdays, starting Feb. 1 for four weeks.
Class time: 12:30 p.m. Cost: $30. Register:
coasjc.coursestorm.com/category/coa-
center-at-nocatee.

Tai Chi:

Wednesdays, starting Feb. 2 for four weeks.
Class time: 1:30 pm. Cost: $30. Instructor:
Dennis Sheils. Register: coasjc.coursestorm.
com/category/coa-center-at-nocatee.

EDUCATIONAL CLASSES
(open to adults 18+)

Herbology:

Create your own herbal products. Tuesdays,
starting Feb. 1 for four weeks. Class time: 3
p.m. Cost: $30. Register: coasjc.coursestorm.
com/category/coa-center-at-nocatee

FREE SPECIAL EVENTS

Advance registration for free events is
required by calling 904-819-3234 or by
email to pbrunell@stjohnscoa.com.

Make Life Easier — Caregivers:
A free presentation by Prachi Rathi. Tuesday,
Feb.1at2 p.m.

Valentine Card Making with Denise:
Make and send homemade greeting cards.
Three cards for $6. Wednesday, Feb. 2 from
3to4 p.m.

Cooking for Heart Health:

Carla Defuria, registered dietitian and health
coach at Flagler Health+ Village at Nocatee,
will tell participants what they need to eat
to have a healthy heart for a healthy life.

Wednesday, Feb. 9 at 10 a.m.

Exploitation of the Elderly and
Disabled:

The second in a series of lectures by attor-
ney Megan Wall, St Johns County Legal Aid.
Wednesday, Feb. 23 from 10to 11 a.m.

FREE CLUBS AND MEETINGS

No instructor will be present at these
events. Meetings will be self-guided
by the group except for the Caregiver’s
Support Group. Advance registration for
clubs and meetings is required by calling
904-819-3234 or via email to pbrunell@
stjohnscoa.com.

TUESDAY CLUBS

Widows and Widowers:

Social group meeting the second and
fourth Tuesday of every month from 11 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Meeting Feb. 8 and 22.

Caregiver Support Group:
All caregivers are welcome. Meets every
Tuesday from 1 to 2 p.m. except holidays.

There is a trained facilitator present at every
meeting to guide the group.

WEDNESDAY CLUBS

Community Crafting:

Bring your craft and work on it with friends.
Get new ideas and socialize with other
crafters. Meets every Wednesday from 9:30
to 11:30 a.m.

Parkinson’s Meet & Greet:

A meeting for people living with Parkinson'’s
disease and/or their loved ones. A repre-
sentative from JAX Hope will be there, and
discussion will include local support and
resources. Wednesday, Feb. 2 at 3 p.m.

Genealogy Group:
A genealogy expert will offer guidance. Feb.
16 from 1 to 2:30 p.m.

Mah Jongg Meet Up:

For experienced players. No instructor pres-
ent. Wednesday, Feb. 2, 9 and 23 from 1 to

3 p.m. and Wednesday, Feb. 16, from 3 to 5
p.m.

Series to help students find careers
amidst evolving technologies

By Shaun Ryan

The world is changing quickly. Too
quickly, parents might say, to help their
children prepare for the careers of the
future.

Complicating the usual challenge of
finding and pursuing a viable career is the
ever-evolving technological landscape
that will produce jobs that do not even
exist yet. How can students and parents
keep abreast of these developments and
identify skill sets so that today’s youth
will become tomorrow’s leaders — es-
pecially with the limited research time
available in their busy lives?

Local technologist and entrepreneur
Raghu Misra has proposed a solution.
Beginning Feb. 2 his landmark facil-
ity, the link, will host a weekly series of
interactive presentations titled “Future In
_” This initiative is part of the nonprofit
Sapna Foundation.

These sessions will resemble the wide-
ly popular TED Talks, and will consist
chiefly of 1-3 experts on the topic of the
week speaking for 10 to 15 minutes. Prior
to, and following, each session, there will
be time for networking when students —
and adults — can chat with these experts.

It is also hoped that information regard-
ing curricula, academies in the St. Johns
County School District and colleges that
focus on the topic under discussion for
that week will be made available.

Though the series will have a great
educational value, it will also be helpful

the link

to anyone of any age who wants to un-
derstand the changes that are taking place
around them.

How will artificial intelligence impact
our lives? Which careers will be forever
changed by automation? What role will
advances in robotics play?

Some topics are so big and evolving so
rapidly that they will be addressed every
second month. One example: blockchain.

A blockchain is an arrangement of data
that protects it against alteration. It makes
the data impossible or nearly impossible
to hack. The applications of a blockchain
are numerous, as are the ways it will
impact various industries.

Thus, a single session would not be
sufficient to address it.

The primary audience for these ses-
sions will be students in grades eight
through 12 and their parents. The hope is
that it will save them valuable time when
seeking out the right career.

“I truly believe our life is all a game
of elimination,” said Misra. “The sooner
we understand that we are not interested
in something, we stop wasting time and
energy on that particular thing and try to
find something we are going to be more
passionate about.

Because not everyone will be able to

attend these sessions in person, they will
also be made available online. In addi-
tion, Misra wants to archive them online
so that students can benefit from them
after the fact.

Working with Misra on this initiative
are representatives of the school district.

Emily Harrison, director for career
and technical education for the district,
called the series a great collaboration tool
between the link and the school system in
identifying career clusters of interest to
students.

The state Department of Education has
identified 17 career clusters. These are
general fields with uniform curriculum
frameworks, so that the same information
is available to students statewide.

“This is a great way of getting that
knowledge to the students and their fami-
lies so that they stay informed,” Harrison
said with regards to the series.

The district offers students numerous
career and technical education options. In
addition to the academies, it has the St.
Johns County Center for the Arts, junior
ROTC programs, advanced academics
and a technical college that offers dual
enrollment.

Though there are many ways families
can learn about these opportunities, the
Future In Series will increase awareness
about the trends of the future and plotting
a pathway to get there.

The sessions are free to students, $10
for members and $20 for nonmembers.
They start at 6:30 p.m. and are held on

Here’s a look at the
Future In Series schedule:

Feb. 2: Smart Buildings

Feb. 9: Education

Feb. 16: Esports

Feb. 23: Blockchain

March 3: Cyber Security
March 23: AR/VR/Metaverse
March 30: Supply Chain
April 6: Aerospace

April 13: ALl

April 20: Esports

April 27: Blockchain

May 04: Veterinary

May 11: Healthtech

May 18: Emerging Technologies
May 25: Space Economy
June 1: Parenting

June 8: Al

June 15: FinTech

June 22: Engineering

June 29: Blockchain

July 20: Emerging Technologies
July 27: Education

Wednesdays at the link, 425 Town Plaza
Ave., in Nocatee.

The first session, Future In Smart
Buildings, will be held on Feb. 2. Speak-
ers will be Tim Miscovich, chief com-
mercial officer at wtec; Usman Shuja,
vice president and general manager at
Honeywell; and Matias Klein, CEO at
Kognition.

To register, go to thelink.zone/getac-
tive. The registration link can be found by
checking the Future In Series box.
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Legislation would fund
completion of new K9s
For Warriors facility

A bill introduced by state legisla-
tors would fund completion of a Ponte
Vedra-based facility capable of shortening
years-long waitlist for veterans seeking
service dogs.

K9s For Warriors, the nation’s larg-
est provider of trained service dogs to
military veterans, recently recognized key
Florida leaders at an event in Tallahassee
for their efforts to fund the completion of
the nonprofit’s Mega Kennel facility.

Once completed, the facility will enable
the organization to rescue more dogs from
high-kill shelters and train them to save
veterans who are struggling with post-
traumatic stress disorder, traumatic brain
injuries and military sexual trauma.

The facility would include more than
150 kennels, a full veterinary clinic, an
indoor training center and K9 enrichment
areas.

K9s For Warriors thanked Senate Pres-
ident Wilton Simpson and Speaker of the
House Chris Sprowls, as well as Florida
Sen. Travis Hutson, Rep. Sam Garrison,
Sen. Cord Byrd and Sen. Jennifer Bradley
for their consideration and support of HB
9049.

“We are extremely grateful to our state
leaders and representatives for their sup-

port in our mission to continue saving
veteran lives by building the world’s larg-
est rescue-to-service dog facility,” said
K9s For Warriors CEO Rory Diamond.
“This Mega Kennel training facility will
support the K9s For Warriors mission to
end veteran suicide by pairing veterans
with highly trained service dogs. The
current wait time to receive a service dog
is approximately four years; this facility
will cut that time in half. This gives us the
ability to get service dogs in the hands of
our warriors sooner so they can regain a
life of dignity and independence.”

“With roughly 20 veterans dying by
suicide every day, we need to do every-
thing we can to support and save our vet-
erans,” said Garrison. “K9s For Warriors
has proven the incredible impact service
dogs can have on veterans suffering from
the invisible wounds of war. This Mega
Kennel facility will exponentially increase
the number of service dogs available to
veterans in need and allow more of them
to get their lives back.”

Founded in 2011, K9s For Warriors has
rescued approximately 1,500 dogs across
the country and paired more than 700
veterans with trained service dogs.

To learn more, go to k9sforwarriors.org.
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Images provided by K9s For Warriors

K9s For Warriors CEO Rory Diamond speaks during an event in the State Capitol to recognize

supportive members in the Legislature.

A rendering of the interior of the proposed Mega Kennel.

A homecoming for new
St. Francis in the Field rector

Father Justin Yawn, formally of Austin,
Texas, is coming home to Northeast Florida
to take over as the new rector of St. Francis
in the Field Episcopal Church in Palm Val-
ley.

Yawn grew up in St. Simon’s Island,
Georgia, and graduated from UGA with a
bachelor’s degree in business administra-
tion in risk management and insurance. Af-
ter college he attended The Candler School
of Theology at Emory University.

From 2012 to 2015, Yawn served as the
senior associate rector for youth and fami-
lies at Christ Episcopal Church in Ponte
Vedra Beach.

He and his wife Vanessa are excited to
be back in this familiar area and to serve
the community in a variety of ways. With
Yawn’s 12 years of experience as an
ordained priest, he has covered a plethora
of ministries, including corporate church,
pastoral care and youth.

“I love Jesus and sharing the Gospel

Contributed photo
Father Justin Yawn has been named the new
rector at St. Francis in the Field Episcopal
Church.

to the world,” he said. “I look forward to
ways we can share in ministry together. Go
Dawgs! (But I promise not to be in your
face about it.)”

Yawn'’s first Sunday as rector is Feb. 6.

County property appraiser

announces outreach hours

The St. Johns County Property Ap-
praiser Eddie Creamer and his office
staff will be holding mobile office
hours at selected branches of the St.
Johns County Public Library System
beginning this month.

Staff will be there to take remote
exemption applications, including
homestead, low-income senior and
disabled veterans’ exemptions, as well
as assist business owners with their
tangible personal property returns.

The outreach will begin Jan. 25 at
the Hastings branch library with other
dates scheduled Feb. 8 at the Bartram
Trail branch and Feb. 17 at the Ponte
Vedra branch. Each session will last
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The St. Johns County Property Ap-
praiser’s Office will also be making
“after hours” appearances to provide
exemption outreach to community
residents.

Exemption outreach is currently
planned in the following communities:
* Nocatee Community, Crosswater
Hall on Jan. 20 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30

p.m.

* TrailMark Community, Welcome
Center on Jan. 26 from 5:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m.

* Maderia Community, Amenities
Center on Feb. 2 from 5:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m.

» Markland Community, Amenities
Center on Feb. 10 from 5:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m.

« SilverLeaf Community, Amenity
Center on Feb. 16 from 5:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m.

* Rivertown Community, RiverClub
Café on Feb. 25 from 5:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m.

Residents with questions can call
the St. Johns County Property Ap-
praiser’s Office at 904-827-5500.
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Local archaeologists discover a trophy of war
Button dates back to American Revolution

On the evening of the St. Augustine
Lighthouse & Maritime Museum’s annual
Luminary Night, Lighthouse Archaeolog-
ical Maritime Program (LAMP) Conser-
vator Andrew Thomson was air scribing
when he made an exciting discovery.

Air scribing is a conservation process
where a cleaning tool uses air to remove
built-up minerals and other gunk from
a concretion, a rock formed in saltwa-
ter from the interaction between metals
and the surrounding environment. One
concretion can hold several undiscovered
objects.

Thomson was working on a concretion
from a 1782 British shipwreck. The ves-
sel represents one of potentially 16 ships
that wrecked on the treacherous St. Au-
gustine bar on New Year’s Eve during a
nor’easter. Many artifacts from the storm
wreck (archaeologist’s name for this
wreck site) are already displayed in the
exhibition Wrecked! inside the Keepers’
House at the St. Augustine Light Station.

The exhibit displays a ship’s bell, a
rare swivel gun, Artois shoe buckles,
sailors’ spoons and x-rays of Brown Bess
muskets. Archaeologists also recovered
and conserved coat buttons from various
British regiments. The 63rd and the 71st

Regiments of Foot and the Royal Provin-
cials were among these.

“These troops were garrisoning
Charleston, South Carolina, at the end of
the war,” said Thomson.

Yet, this discovery on Luminary Night
was different.

Yes, the button was also made of brass
and featured three interlocking Ro-
man letters, similar in style to an order
requisitioned by the Continental Army
from the French in 1778. But this button
isn’t British at all. It’s American, with the
letters U.S.A. distinctly revealed on its
front side.

Suddenly, a button from George Wash-
ington’s Continental Army was revealed
in the lab, with the public looking on.

No one knows when Continental
soldiers first received U.S.A. buttons, but
the agreed-upon date is around 1777. The
Continental Congress formally declared
the new nation’s name in September of
1776. There are dozens of different styles
of U.S.A. buttons, but this one appears
almost identical to a button found at Val-
ley Forge, lost during the harsh winter of
1777.

So how did it get on this shipwreck?

One plausible theory is that the but-

Hakka Kitchen, a new gourmet restaurant from
The House of Leaf and Bean, offers Plant-based
Chinese countryside cuisine made from fresh,
organic ingredients paired with hand-picked
teas and fine wines. Dining experience curated
by Chef Marshall Ziehm.

904-379-1291

14474 Beach Bivd
Jacksonville, FL 32250
(Near San Pablo Blvd)

Buy Tickets and More Info at
LoveHakkaKitchen.com

ton is a trophy of war. The collecting of
souvenirs was not uncommon. Soldiers
far from home sent evidence of victories
back to loved ones for reassurance and
often kept mementos.

The button could have been picked up
on a battlefield or taken directly from a
fallen enemy, removed from the Ameri-
can prisoners aboard a prison ship in
Charleston Harbor, or taken at the Battle
of Monmouth. This is where the 63rd,
one of the British Regiments whose
coat buttons also appeared on the storm
wreck, took part in an indecisive but
significant conflict near Freehold, New
Jersey, on a scorching day in June of
1778.

Monmouth was the first battle after
Washington’s army trained extensively at
Valley Forge.

“Wherever it is from, the U.S.A button
represents evidence of direct contact be-
tween the Patriots and the British Army,”
said Kathy Fleming, the museum’s
executive director. “It is up close and
personal. This button is among the earli-
est evidence we will see in St. Augustine
of the acronym ‘U.S.A.” used to represent
our young nation. Finding it was like the
cherry on top of the maritime history of
the Oldest Port.”

The button will go through an exten-
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Photo courtesy of The St. Augustine
Lighthouse & Maritime Museum
This button, recently discovered in a
1782 British shipwreck, dates back to the
American Revolution.

sive conservation process, with the first
step being desalination. After that, it
will be coated with a corrosion inhibi-
tor, waxed and ultimately documented.
The degree to which salt has penetrated
the button will determine how long the
overall process will take.

The St. Augustine Lighthouse & Mari-
time Museum plans to display the button
in the Wrecked! exhibit once conserva-
tion is completed.

In 2017, LAMP archaeologists added
the storm wreck to the National Park
Service’s National Register of Historic
Places, a designation of distinction due to
the level of its historical significance.

Southeastern Grocers
offers more than 2
million N95 masks

As a preferred retail partner of the
Federal Retail Pharmacy Program, South-
eastern Grocers is partnering with the
U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services to distribute more than 2 million
high-quality N95 masks to customers,
while supplies last.

The masks will begin arriving in the
grocer’s pharmacy locations as early as
Friday, Jan. 28.

Customers are encouraged to visit their
neighborhood Fresco y Mas, Harveys
Supermarket and Winn-Dixie in-store
pharmacies to receive a free N95 mask
to help further protect themselves, their
loved ones and communities.

N95 masks will be distributed on a
first-come, first-served basis and are
limited to three masks per person, while
supplies last.

In addition, the grocer continues to
offer online appointments (preferred) and
convenient walk-ups (as available) for all
Johnson & Johnson, Moderna and Pfizer

vaccines.

Southeastern Grocers encourages
eligible individuals to go to frescoymas.
com/pharmacy/covid-vaccine, harveyssu-
permarkets.com/pharmacy/covid-vaccine
and winndixie.com/pharmacy/covid-vac-
cine for timely updates, including avail-
able appointments, pharmacy locations,
frequently asked questions and guidance
to support the health and well-being of
the communities it serves.

Southeastern Grocers says it remains
committed to caring for and supporting
the communities it serves while following
local, state and federal guidelines.

The grocer encourages all customers to
practice social distancing and wear masks
while shopping in stores.

For more information about South-
eastern Grocers’ coronavirus response,
vaccination updates and other pharmacy
services, go to the pharmacy page of
frescoymas.com, harveyssupermarkets.
com and winndixie.com.
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Welcome to Sand Castles

Janet Westling
Contributing Editor

By Janet Westling

Welcome to Sand Castles and to 2022.
As we leave behind 2021 and focus on
the New Year, we can be grateful for
many things.

I think we can all agree that we are
grateful for where we live. I used to have
a saying that Ponte Vedra Beach is Flori-
da’s best kept secret, but not anymore.

With our favorable tax rates, beautiful
beaches and warm climate, it is easy to
understand the migration to our coast.
And our St. Johns County schools are
consistently ranked in the top tier of
school districts statewide.

According to the Jacksonville Business
Journal, Jacksonville, Florida is among
the nation’s fastest growing cities, adding
more than 60,000 residents in the past
five years. Forbes magazine also ranked

Jacksonville as one of the top U.S. cities
for job growth because of the business
friendly and pro-development policies.
That is good news for buyers, sellers and
investors in the real estate market.

In this issue of Sand Castles, you’ll
learn how Hollywood producer Frank
Sutera transformed a beautiful traditional
Marsh Landing home into a stunning
coastal contemporary in this Before and
after Issue. Several of the top Realtors in
our community also share stories of their
great listings.

Brian Kilmeade, co-host of FOX
News Channel’s Fox and Friends, held
two sold-out book events in Ponte Vedra
Beach in December for his best-selling
novel, “The President and the Freedom
Fighter.”

Holly Hayes, broker with Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices in Ponte Vedra

Beach, weighs in on the state of the
market in her Market Watch, while food
columnist Alice Hickox shares a recipe
for sun dried tomato parmesan crusted
salmon.

Also in this Before and After edition,
Brian Sexton shares his analysis of the
Jaguars season, offering his insights for
“a quick turnaround.”

Our home is our castle, and at the
Beaches, it is our castle in the sand.
From palm trees to sand dunes, and golf
courses to resort living, Jacksonville,
Ponte Vedra Beach and the Beaches com-
munities offer the most desirable living in
Northeast, Florida.

Janet Westling, REALTOR, GRI, CIPS
Berkshire Hathaway Homeservices

Florida Network realty

Sand Castles Creator and Contributing Editor
www.janetwestling.com

MARKET WATCH

Beaches market update

By Holly Hayes

Northeast Florida homeowners celebrated
another year of record home value appreciation in
2021, with a year over year gain just over 20 per-
cent. The absence of a state income tax, coupled
with the year-round outdoor living our area offers,
led to an enormous influx of homebuyers from
the Northeast as well as California, Chicago and
Atlanta, and these new residents can continue the
drive to purchase in our area.

Access to our natural resources seemed to be
the priority of buyers, with waterfront properties
at the Beaches, the Intracoastal Waterway and the
St. Johns River commanding the highest sales.
Oceanfront properties have certainly been the
hottest market, with 11 properties selling between
$6.5 million and just over $10 milllion, and the
Intracoastal Waterway and St. Johns River water-
front properties provide outstanding opportunities
as well. Specifically in the Beaches areas, the
median sales price for December was up year over
year 21.7 percent!

Overall, 2021 saw record sales in a high-veloc-
ity market with record low Days on Market and
many sales happening pre-market. Days on market
capped out at 18 days, which is a whopping 45.5
percent less than December 2020. Multiple offers
were the norm, with buyers offering as much as 20
percent over asking price and/or post-occupancies
to sellers to give them time to find a home for
themselves. The Beaches areas had over 37
percent of sold homes close over list price — an
increase of nearly 25 percent over the previous
month of November. At any given moment, our
inventory numbers showed record lows, but the
movement in the market was astronomical. In fact,
2021 should go on record nationally with the most

homes sold in one year.

Many buyers grew weary writing five to six
offers on homes and losing out to buyers willing
to pay cash, well over asking price and/or waiv-
ing inspections or appraisal contingencies. This
squeezed out many first-time home buyers from
the market or buyers that simply wanted to finance
due to the low interest rates. Additionally, with
an increasingly hot rental market, investors added
to the pressure as they captured up to 25 percent
of single-family home sales. Active listings in
December were down 38 percent year over year to
less than 1 month of inventory. Regardless, with
the millennial market moving into the homebuy-
ing stage, the buyer’s market is not waning.

We expect 2022 to continue with strong sales
and prices, especially due to the persistent lack
of inventory. In addition to the pent-up buyer
demand, we are also experiencing pent-up seller
demand as many sellers would like to enjoy the
equity appreciation in their home but have not list-
ed for lack of a plan of where to go. Local home
builders should offer some relief, as new home
starts in December were higher than normal and
this will open up opportunities for buyers as well
as giving sellers options to move up or downsize.
We do expect more sellers to enter the market as
we approach our peak selling season from March
to August.

Many predict a moderating or slowed apprecia-
tion of prices in 2022 nationally. Our wonder-
ful weather, lack of a state income tax, master
planned communities, excellent school options
and affordability will certainly play into how our
local market reacts. The most determining factor
moving in to 2022 will be inventory. Only time
will tell in this unpredictable real estate market!

RECIPE SPOTLIGHT

Make 2022
the year for
‘real food’!

By Alice Hickox
Lettuce Do Dinner

A new year is a fresh start
— a chance to set new goals,
change your lifestyle and adapt
to the new normal in a peri-
pandemic world.

The past two years have
changed so many of our life-
styles, some moderately and
others drastically. Suddenly,
working from home has us
moving and traveling signifi-
cantly less than we previously
did. Ordering takeout is easier
than ever, and we don’t even
need to walk those extra steps anymore to park and walk
inside a store with the convenience of delivery direct to our
cars. As much as this is needed to prevent the spread of CO-
VID, the downside is that it has created other health issues
such as an uptick in Type 2 diabetes and unhealthy weight
gain in both adults and children alike, just to name a few.

Having fought and beat cancer over this past year, I
decided to dig deeper and pursue several certifications as a

Alice Hickox
Lettuce Do Dinner

REAL FOOD continues on Page 17



Ponte Vedra Recorder - January 27, 2022

SAND CASTLES 17

Real Food

Continued from 16

nutrition and wellness coach in addition
to my personal chef business. One of my

goals is to shift the focus of my clients off

of what they can’t have to what they can
have.

Whether you have goals to incorporate
more clean foods into your diet or lose a
few pounds, we can all agree that salmon
is one of the most clean, absorbable and
true-to-nature sources of Omega-3 fatty
acids, which have a lot of heart-related
benefits — a much needed addition to
anyone’s diet. There are many other
excellent food sources to choose from as
well as other fish, nuts, olives, avocados
and good olive oil in homemade salad
dressings or drizzled on roasted veg-
etables. Here is a great recipe to get those
Omegas in!

I won’t lie: This salmon recipe is seri-
ously one of the best. I would love to take
the credit, but my nephew made this last
week for a surprise date night with his
girlfriend. It sounded amazing, so after
several jaw-dropping photos and texts of
his before-and-after photos, he graciously
brought me a generous leftover portion
the next day, and I was stunned! Literally.
I am not a fan of leftover fish, but if it
tasted this good the next day, I was imag-
ining how awesome it would be right out
of the oven. So, I made it myself. Unbe-
lievably delicious! It is so rewarding to
see the love of cooking run in my family.

I forgot to mention this is an easy,
quick, sheet-pan meal. It’s done in 30
minutes start to finish, with only 12 min-
utes of cook time. I am using my neph-
ew’s recipe, which he found via, “The
Novice Chef” with a few adaptations. So
here we go...

SUN-DRIED TOMATO
PARMESAN CRUSTED SALMON

m 1.5 pounds wild salmon
3 Tbsp extra virgin olive ail

m 1/2 cup breadcrumbs, preferably panko

m  3/4 cup freshly grated parmesan cheese

m 1/3 cup roughly chopped sun-dried tomatoes (dry,
not packed in olive oil)

m 3 cloves garlic, minced

m | tspeach seasalt

m 1/2tsp fresh ground pepper

m 1 bag (12 ounces), fresh trimmed green beans -

preferably organic

m Additional vegetable such as Brussels sprouts or
broccoli (optional)

m Fresh basil, loosely chopped (optional for garnish)

Photo provided by Alice Hickox

DIRECTIONS:

Preheat the oven to 425 degrees F. Line a large
baking sheet with parchment paper or aluminum
foil. Combine bread crumbs, parmesan, sun-dried
tomatoes, garlic, salt and pepper in a food processor.
Process, slowly drizzling in 1 Tbsp of extra virgin olive oil
until well combined.

Note: if you do not have a food processor, a blender
will do. You may need to scrape down sides and mix in
between pulses.

Place salmon on the baking sheet. Season liberally
with salt and pepper. Press the sun-dried tomato
mixture all over salmon so the entire filet is coated.
Scatter green beans around the salmon on baking
sheet and drizzle with remaining 2 Thsp of olive oil.
Season with salt and pepper, to taste.

Bake for 12 minutes until salmon is cooked through
and beans are just starting to brown. Remove from the
oven. Serve with green beans with any leftover sun-
dried tomato/parmesan mixture.

COMPASS

A market this tight requires
top agents to guide you home.

We can help you navigate the current market, and have
off-market properties that may be just what you're looking
for in Ponte Vedra Beach. Thinking of selling? Contact us
to get a free market analysis of your home.

Jennifer Sexton and Wes Mock

Real Estate Advisors

904.463.3326 / 904.327.7030
JenniferSexton.WesMock@compass.com

Y[R Jennifer Sexton and Wes Mock are real estate agents affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by federal, state and local laws. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Mobile golf club repair truck brings custom
services tBaces homes
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Contributed photos
Julie and Zack Lee with their daughters, Locke and Lucy.

AMERIS BANK

MORTGAGE SERVICES

LOOKING FOR
A NEW HOME?

Together we can turn your homebuying
dreams into a reality.

Loan programs include:

- Construction-to-Permanent Loans
- Jumbo Loans

- Renovation Loans

- FHA and VA Loans

Proudly serving Ponte Vedra Beach

David Johnson

Mortgage Banker, NMLS# 1446956
C: 386.288.7117
david.johnson@amerisbank.com
amerisbank.com/davidjohnson

Member
FDIC e

All loans subject to credit approval.

Ponte Vedra Golf Shop is a mobile
business offering golf club repair services
to your front door. Founded in 2021,
Ponte Vedra Beach native Zach Lee is the
golf club repair guy for the city of Jack-
sonville and the Beaches at large. With
more than a decade of experience repair-
ing golf clubs, this former University of
Florida golf letterman wants to improve
your game through technology with clubs
that are built to fit your swing.

The sparks that created the golf club
repair truck came from the demand for
an a la carte custom golf service and an
immense passion for the game. As most
projects do, PVGS started in the garage,

repairing and creating customized golf

clubs for locals in the Jacksonville area.
As word spread and social media began
to grow, PVGS eventually began doing

jobs for golfers coast to coast.

“The rewarding feeling I get from
working with my hands and helping
improve a golfer’s game is what it’s all
about,” Lee said.

“If the past few years have taught us
anything,” he continued, “convenience
is the driving force behind a consumers
decision to purchase products. PVGS is
bringing the concept of the custom tailor
to our golfing community.”

Inside the mobile Ponte Vedra Golf Shop

OPEN HOUSE FRIDAY, JANUARY 28+ 12 NOON - 3 P.
Waterfront 3/3 Mira Vista Condo!

BERRY & CO.
REAL ESTATE

k Clarchermyrealestate.com

/4o ?67///

JACKSONVILLE BUSINESS JOURNA
#3 ReaLTOR IN NE FL
Five STAR “BesT IN CLIENT SaTisFACTION” 2005-2021

904.382.5875

clare@clareberry.realtor

13846 Atlantic Blvd., #302
: $512,500
' High ceilings, no carpet, pocketing sliders
‘ between family room and screened
porch, and wonderful views of Har-
bortown Marina. Rarely used! Private
oversized garage. Private community
pool + exercise & party rooms.
What a lifestyle!
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in the heart of Argentinas Gaucho Country...

and sharing wine, The Vines immerses you in the
delights of Argentine culture, rustic natural
beauty, and warm-hearted hospitality.
What pairs better with exceptional
Argentine wine than some of the
world’s finest meals prepared by
Internationally acclaimed chefs
creating inspiring regional dishes?

A new report released by Luxury Portfolio
International found the chaotic real estate
market created by COVID-19 is slow-
ly stabilizing and that luxury buyers
are concentrating more on what is
important to them: better locations,
making wise investments and a
focus on sustainability.

Lifestyle investments have been a key
focus of affluent second homebuyers
who see value in buying properties that
give one meaningful experiences and shared
memories. What better way to build on meaning-
tul experiences than to hone one’s skills at winemaking, owning
a vineyard and/or a beautiful retreat in the heart of Argentina’s
wine country?

Villas are a special part of the experience at The Vines Resort &
Spa. Offering deluxe villas ranging from 1000 — 2700 square feet,
these spacious living spaces are luxurious spots to watch the sun
both rise and set, and take in the majesty of the Uco Valley.

The Vines of Mendoza is more than an extraordinary place. It’s
a style of living and being. Rooted in the pleasures of making

Proudly earning recognition by Travel & Leisure, Condé Nast,
and The Robb Report’s Best of the Best,. The Vines Resort &
Spa offers laid-back luxury at the base of the majestic Andes
Mountains, where we create unique, uncommon adventures for
wine lovers enjoying Argentina’s finest rustic, fiery fare. Gallop
through the vineyards into the rugged countryside or in the
mountains of nearby Manzano Historico, guided by authentic
Argentine gauchos.

Mendozas Uco Valley is a new frontier to explore and discover.
With hundreds of wineries, limitless outdoor activities - includ-
ing heli-skiing right from our resort - and 300 days of sunshine
a year, the outer regions beckon through rugged mountains,
sprawling countryside and flourishing vineyards.

C L For information contact Maria Wilkes, MBA, Realtor
904.327.0702 | Maria@BHHSFNR.com

CURATED UXURY www.CuratedLuxuryCollection.com

COLLECITMTON Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty
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ristmas
holiday in Italy

By Christy and Todd Budnick

Mangiare! Mangiare! Thank goodness
the airline did not weigh passengers like it
does suitcases on the way out of Italy, or
our family would have been stuck! Come
to think of it, that would not have been
such a travesty.

An Italian vacation has been on our
family’s list for awhile now. Of the nine
of us who traveled to Italy this past
Christmas for the most amazing two-week
holiday, all but one of us had been there
before, but never together as a family,
and we have Linda Sherrer, the matriarch
of the family to thank. Five years ago,
Kim and Ben were invited to the Reschio
Estate in Umbria by some business clients
and they absolutely fell in love with the
property. Now, we all know why.

The Reschio Estate dates back to the
10th century, when the initial construction
of the castle began. As one can imagine,
the 1,500-hectare estate has an amazing
history, and throughout the years approxi-
mately 50 farmhouses were added to the
property. But by the end of the 1900s, the
majority of the homes were dilapidated
and the estate overgrown.

The Bolza family purchased the entire
estate in the 1990s and in 2021, the
original castle opened as a hotel, and over
half of the old farmhouses have been
redesigned and brought back to life. We
arrived a few days prior to Christmas, or
Natale, and stayed in the Arrighi house,
an amazing five-bedroom cozy abode re-
plete with a Christmas tree decorated with
the most ornate glass-blown balls.

Arrighi sits atop one of the many
rolling hills in the Umbria countryside,
and left us with spectacular views that
changed colors throughout the day. The
home is approximately one mile from the

main estate, which housed the castle, the
restaurant and the equestrian center with
40 Spanish stallions.

Arrighi was our home base, and from
there we stretched out across Umbria and
Tuscany to visit the charming country-
side cities of Arezzo, Assisi, Cortona and
Montepulciano. We found acclimating to
the six-hour time difference a bit chal-
lenging, thanks in part to late night family
games of Uno by the fire, Nintendo golf,
and enjoying many varietals of the local
wine. Thus, our excursions usually began
later than we wanted, but meant that we
stayed into the evening and enjoyed all
the Festive Christmas lighting, and a
Christmas market or two.

Our first excursion was to Cortona,
the walled-in community high atop the
hillside, on Dec. 23. While our plans
were focused around dinner at Osteria del
Teatro, none of us had eaten much and
were starving when we arrived in town
around 2:30. So, we found the most won-
derful Caffe Degli Artisti and its soups
and pizzas. Funny thing, we learned this
trip that Italians do not generally serve
pizza for lunch, but we were sure thankful
this one did. The food was so memorable
that parts of our family made two return
visits.

Christmas Eve was spent strolling the
hilly streets of Assisi, enjoying the Christ-
mas lights and music (surprisingly all in
English), and visiting the Basilica of Saint
Francis of Assisi. The Basilica dates back
to the 1200s and is an incredible example
of Italian Gothic art including frescoes
by some of the most well-known painters
of the 13th and 14th centuries. Definitely
worth a visit, although the young girls in
our party will tell you their favorite part
of Assisi was the lavender store, where
almost everything inside looks or smells

like lavender.

The most interesting dining experience
also came in Assisi at Michelin-rated
Ristorante Il Fontaoio, where they served
us a welcoming course entirely made up
of olive oil — including baby snow cones,
macaroons and crepes. Needless to say,
the taste was interesting, but not some-
thing any of us would recommend.

When not dining out, we had the wel-
come fortune of Chef Filippo, a jolly old
soul in his own right, preparing meals at
Arrighi. Chef Filippo not only kept our
bellies full for three-hour eating ex-
travaganzas, but joined in with our family
singalongs. One of the great memories for
Linda’s daughters growing up was of their
uncles singing after dinner. While that tal-
ent seemed to skip a generation, it appears
to have been revived in the grandkids.
Cate, Will and Holland harmonized, while
the rest of us did our best to keep up.

Getting back to Chef Filippo, where to
begin? Most days he arrived at the house
in the morning to prepare dinner for the
evening. Every item was as fresh as could
be, and he even left some delicacies out
until he could be certain it met his stan-
dards. While every meal was “heaven in
the mouth,” as Cate likes to say, the most
fun we had was pizza night. Chef Filippo
heated the outdoor wood baking oven
to nearly 1,000 degrees (a seven-hour

PRODOTTI Tipig)

NON SOLO CINGHIALE
IESI0

PANINI e TORTA AL

ordeal) and then peppered us with pizza
after pizza filled with an array of delicious
toppings.

Just before the new year, the Budnicks
headed off from the rest of the pack for
a few days of exploring Ancient Rome,
and a stay at the St. Regis, where the
staff went overboard in welcoming and
celebrating Cate’s birthday. Upon arrival,
there was champagne, fruit and breakfast
fare waiting in our room. Later, they sent
up a birthday cake, balloon and even a
couple presents to top off the celebration.

Cate loves to cook, thanks to Grandpa
Ricky’s teachings, and so we celebrated
her birthday at InRome Cooking school,
where Mario helped us create the most
delicious gelato and pasta from scratch.
Bellissimo!!

When it came time to see all that Rome

ITALY continues on Page 27




Ponte Vedra Recorder - January 27, 2022 SAND CASTLES 21

3904 ALHAMBRA DRIVE 104 TROON POINTE LANE 108 TROON POINTE LANE 128 OAK VIEW LANE

724 PONTE VEDRA BLVD

334 2ND STkEET 341 SAN JUAN DR 611 PONTE VEDRA BLVD, 12 698 BEACH AVE

JUST A SAMPLE OF THE MANY LISTINGS WE SOLD THIS YEARI

OVER $59 MILLION SOLD IN 2021
5@%%@5&% of the Fiest Coast ﬁ/effy&

” Our

Success

would not be possible
without all of youl!
We look forward to
working with you
in 2022.
Py

§  Elizabeth Hudgins

Florida Network  ELizABETH REALTOR®
Realty HUDGINS 504 5555032

Thank you

to our clients who
chose us as their trusted
real estate advisors
and for all the
support from our
community.

Sarah Alexander  Q\

REALTOR® N BERKSHIRE
ALSRARER  HATHAWAY

904.334.3104 4
SARAH@SARAHALEXANDER.NET HomeServices ELIZABETH@ELIZABETHHUDGINS.COM
WWW.BEACHESHOMES.COM T o AR S B e e oy WWW.BEACHESHOMES.COM

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY AFFILIATE. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

1830 SAN MARCO BLVD 3077 S. PONTE VEDRABIVD 4725 APACHE AVE

917 1STSTREETS, 901 14402 MARINA SAN PABLO, 604 1123 PONTE VEDRA BLVD

4530 GOLDCREST LANE 61 PHILLIPS AVE
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By Michelle Mousin

This Villa Calissa townhouse is a boater’s
dream home! Situated on the Sebastian River
in St. Augustine, this beautifully designed
and fully furnished end-unit townhome boasts
2,132 square feet, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths and
offers casual luxury.

There are only 11 harbor residences located
in this special enclave that is Villa Calissa.
Coastal-inspired architecture designed by
Cronk Duch features a combination of stucco
and Hardie lap siding with Caribbean-style
metal roofs. Interior home finishes include
porcelain plank flooring, Quartz counter tops
in the kitchen and bath, gas range with convec-
tion, 42”” European-style cabinetry with crown
molding and under-cabinet lighting, smart
home technology, a gas tankless water heater
and is elevator ready.

This home comes with a private access, deep
water 50-foot boat slip and breathtaking views
of the water. Enjoy watching the wildlife and
the boats pass by on your upstairs balcony off
the primary bedroom or downstairs covered
porch under the towering oaks. Historic St.
Augustine is just a short bike ride away, while
restaurants, grocery, fitness centers and a full-
service marina are all within walking distance.

Riverfront villa is boater's dream

Don’t miss this special and unique property.

47 Iroquois Avene in St. Augustine is offered
at $1,100,000 by Michelle Mousin of Engels
and Volckers.

e

Here’s to home financing
from the ground up.

We’re here for you and your home homebuyers.

Ricki Taylor

Market Sales Leader, Mortgage
NMLS 664168

904.382.1607 (cell)
rickitaylor@synovus.com

SyNovus

@ Synovus Bank, Member FDIC. Loans subject to approval, including credit approval.

Contributed photos

—— B — e =

Call Today For A Free Reroof or Repair Estimate!

904-223-6068

eInsurance Claims *Roof Maintenance +Chimney Cap Replacement
*Roofing «Painting «Leak Detection Specialist
*Roof Repairs «Chimney Repairs +FREE Reroof/Repair estimate

74 6th Street South, Suite 104 - Jacksonville Beach

' ’ | 904.223.6068

5 e KandDRoofing.com CHECK OUT OUR
REVIEWS

CCC1325852 | CBC1258249 ON GOOGLE!
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The Great Migration for the perfect cocoon in Florida Real Estate
— A look back to spectacular properties SOLD in 2021

Ec PR R PR R 8070 Lakecrest Drive in Deerwood Country Club is a stunning 55 Quail Lane on the marsh to the intracoastal located in Jack-
ATuscan Villa in Marsh Landing with water to golf viewsina  property that received muliple offers over asking price! Letme  sonville Beach just sold. | re-designed and staged this home to
private country club setting. 105 Palm Forest. $2,170,500.00 help negotiate your next offer in this sellers’market to be the selll Contact me to hear how | can help you list, stage and sell

winning bidder on the home of your dreams! $1,365,000. your home or find the perfect home! $935,000.

297 Dosel Lane - Palencia s one of North Florida’s best kept 800 Cypress Crossing in Palencia, one o f St. Augustine’s most

4314 McGirts on the Ortega River. Completely remodeled with

designer furniture on the historic Ortega River with views of secrets in St. Johns county. A+ school district. Let me helpyou  sough after communities. Call me to find out how I can help

Jacksonwlles Skyline $1,467,500. finda home that is perfect for yourfamlly $536 000. you rede5|gn to sell your home over asking price! $499,000.

Custom built, beautifully designed and recently updated Spacious, soh|st|cated and beautifully de5|gned home in the 297 Dosel Lane Enjoy FIondas best kept secret with the
pool home on the water in the Yacht club community of heart of Marsh Landing 5070 Bentgrass Circle $1,050,000.00  perfect coastal lifestyle in Palencia in St. Augustine. Sold twice
Queens Harbour. $1,284,000.00 in 2021 for almost $200k over last price. $718,000.

537 (arrara Ct. Views of the lake from almost evéry room. 5577 Hecksher Drive. Your private oasis close to downtown! 3427 Westover Rd. Spectacular riverfront home in the

Enjoy the boutique community of Villini at Glen Kernan Water lovers paradise and fishermans dream on 3.6 acreas heart of Fleming Island with 1.48 acres on the St. Johns River.
where Mediterranean beauty abounds. $795,000. off Little Andrews Island. $625,000. $625,000.00

2020 Chairmans Circle
Janet Westling,
REALTOR®, GRI, CIPS

904.813.1913 Cell

| Redec: BERKSHIRE
SUPE  HATHAWAY
& Snge My _— HomeServices

da Network Realty
www.janetwestling.com Listings|
Janet.Westling@bhhsnfr.com ..EIE MLS m@'

©2020 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An indepentendly owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.* Equal Housing Opportunity.
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SPORTS SPOTLIGHT

By Brian Sexton

The Jaguars’ season-ending shellacking
of the Indianapolis Colts is more than a
few weeks old by now. In the hours after
their thorough 26-11 dismantling of a
team that seemed headed to the playoffs,
a truth emerged. And in the days since, it
has only become more clear.

They have some of what they need, and
they can turn this ship around and do it in
short order if they do a few simple things
and don’t overcomplicate it.

The first and most important step, of
course, has already been taken. Trevor
Lawrence is on deck to become the next
great quarterback in professional football.
He struggled at times during his rookie
campaign, but the next few items on my
to-do list will correct the mistakes of the
former coach and shorten the timeline to
winning for the next guy. Lawrence has
everything in the physical realm needed
to succeed and everything in the mental
realm that you could possibly want in
a quarterback. He is the reason for the
Jaguars’ hope.

He needs a little hope in return. Law-
rence spent almost the entire season in
the red zone and I’m not talking about
the opponents 20-yard line. The lack of
speed down the field and a consistent run-
ning game meant the safeties squatted 10
yards from the line of scrimmage, which
meant that Lawrence was playing against
the defense in a crowded space just like
when a team is in scoring territory...
except he faced it on every square inch of
the field.

Defenses could crowd the line of
scrimmage without fear of being beaten
down the field, which meant there were
always at least eight guys in the box to
stop the run. It’s popular to rip the of-
fensive line, but there isn’t a front five

in football that could consistently create
space against that. It also meant the
defensive coordinators could attack the
quarterback with ruthless efficiency since
again, they didn’t have to fear the deep
pass. It was a brutal combination.

Here’s how to fix it. The running game
is first. That goes against the grain in
most conversations, where speed down
the field is the primary concern. A consis-
tent running game is a quarterback’s best
friend: It puts the quarterback in manage-
able second downs and moves the chains
on third. It’s pretty important to the wide
receivers as well. The ground game keeps
safeties near the line of scrimmage and
gives receivers more room to get open.
Ask Jimmy Smith or Keenan McCardell
what Fred Taylor meant to their produc-
tion.

That means adding offensive linemen
to a group that could lose left tackle Cam
Robinson, left guard Andrew Norwell,
right guard AJ Cann and interior swing-
man Tyler Shatley to the free agent
market. Luckily, for the Jaguars, there are
upgrades available at the top of the draft
and they shouldn’t hesitate to take Ala-
bama’s Evan Neal if he checks out this
spring. He’s a 6 foot, 7 inch, 360-pound
road grader who also happens to have
quick feet and long arms to go with a
massive frame that’s tough for pass rush-
ers to get around.

No one is going to get excited about
adding an offensive tackle with the first
overall pick. But in a draft where we
could see offensive or defensive line go
with the first five or six picks, there isn’t
likely to be a chance to trade back and
add a haul of extra draft picks. They’re
going to have to stay at No. 1 and take
the best available player. They won’t
regret taking another player who can be a
cornerstone of the future of the franchise

no matter what position he plays.

The next step is to add size to the
defensive front. They did a terrific job
against Jonathan Taylor, the NFL’s lead-
ing rusher, in the season finale but two
weeks earlier they let the Jets run for
271 yards. Big bodies capable of filling
multiple gaps allow the linebackers to run
to the football and this season those guys
were fighting through blocks way too
often. Defensive tackle Malcom Brown
is a good player, Roy Robertson-Harris
was disruptive, Davon Hamilton had his
moments, but this is a group that needs a
dynamic game-wrecker in the middle of
the line. When you have that guy, it frees
up the rest of the front to beat their man
one-on-one.

Run the ball and stop the run only
sounds like an antiquated formula from
the Vince Lombardi era. It remains a fun-
damental truth of professional football.
The Jaguars have to be better at both.

The third and final item on my to-do
list is to find a No.1 receiver. Maybe
it’s as easy as spending some of that
nearly $70 million in cap room, but alpha
receivers rarely hit the free agent market.
They’re too valuable in a league where
the rules are tilted against defensive
backs. What I know is that Davante Ad-
ams is the most explosive receiver in the
game today, and if he hits free agency, the
Jaguars should write the biggest check a
receiver has ever seen to get him.

Keep in mind, Adams was a fifth-round
draft pick in Green Bay, and the Jaguars
have to find and develop their own ver-
sion of Adams also. Receivers are more
abundant than talented big guys, which
is why it’s third on my list. They will be
there in the second round and third and
fourth...they’ll find guys.

They should be able to be in the con-
versation next season. What’s the conver-

Photo provided by Brian Sexton

sation? If in December they’re watching
to see if the Broncos won and the Browns
and Dolphins lost so that they might be in
a position to make the playoffs...that’s a
massive turnaround. Imagine if they were
in a position similar to the Steelers who,
thanks to their win over the Colts and the
Raiders’ win over the Chargers, made

it to the post-season in quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger’s final year.

The 2016 Jaguars were 3-13. The 2017
Jaguars were 10-6. The difference? Six
players added in free agency and the NFL
Draft. The Jaguars have 12 draft picks,
including the first pick in nearly every
round, and they have a wealth of salary
cap room to supplement the roster. They
can, if they do it right, turn this ship
around in a matter of months.
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Sales open at The Preserve at Bannon Lakes
Successtul VIP Sales event results in 20 sales during first week

PulteGroup has announced that three
decorated model homes are open and
sales are underway at The Preserve at
Bannon Lakes. The Preserve is a new
construction community offering single-
family homes from the $300,000s within
the Bannon Lakes master-plan commu-
nity in northern St. Johns County.

“After hosting an extremely success-
ful VIP sales event that resulted in 20
sales, we are pleased to officially open

at The Preserve at Bannon Lakes,” said
Tony Nason, president of PulteGroup’s
Northeast Florida Division. “Our newest
community in St. Johns County is ideal
for families of all ages with completed
amenities and thoughtfully designed
single-family homes on preserve and
water-view home sites.”

The Preserve offers 40-, 50- and 60-
foot homesites and 16 single-family floor
plans ranging in size from 1,720 square

OCEANFRONT VACANT LOT
Build your dream home on Ponte Vedra Blvd! Gor-
geous ocean views to the east and the tranquil
Guana State Park to the west. Located between
Ponte Vedra Beach and Historic St. Augustine.
Previous building has been removed, impact
~ fees will be reduced. 75’ Frontage.
{ Offered for $336,000.
|
1

Call Allison Ferebee
(904) 237-2148

Welcome to Marbella, the most exclusive
address in oceanfront living! Recently sold, this
stunning condo features private elevator entry,
spaciousexquisiteinteriors,and expansiveterraces
creating the ultimate coastal living experience.
Contact me for more luxury proper-
ties like this coming soon!

Call Cheryl Dolan
(305) 509-1396

" OCEANFRONT LIVING IN MARBELLA

feet to more than 4,100 square feet. De-
signs include three to six bedrooms and
two to six bathrooms.

Bordered by 20,000 acres of preserve
land, yet only half a mile from Interstate
95, Bannon Lakes offers a variety of
amenities, including a resort-style pool,
clubhouse, fitness center, sport courts and
more. Bannon Lakes is a natural gas com-
munity. It is located at International Golf
Parkway and Bannon Lakes Boulevard.

/!

216 TIMBER LIGHT TRAIL
2 Bedroom + Den, 2 Bath. Never lived in
Ellenwood Villa on premium lot with water and

preserve views. Sold for $450,000.

Call Cyndi King
904-687-8000

For more information, call 904-604-7254
or go to Pulte.com/PreserveBannon.

Bannon Lakes is the latest of mul-
tiple new projects for Pulte in Northeast
Florida. In St. Johns County, sales are
underway at the Trails at Grand Oaks and
they will open soon at Summer Bay at
Grand Oaks.

For more information, go to Pulte.com.

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Florida Network Realty

" 42 MEDJOOL TRAIL

Amazing move-in ready home in Nocatee!
Enjoy resort style living in this coast home that
features 3 bedrooms plus 3 baths and an Office/
Bonus area for your enjoyment, including a 3 Car
Garage. One of the nicest streets in all of Del Webb.
Offered for $599,000.

Call Deb Pettry
(904) 716-4953

1738 EL PRADO ROAD #8
Sparkling clean and lovingly cared for condo just
steps away from Pottsburg Creek and River City
Science Academy. 3 bed/2 bath condo. Offered
for $125,000.

Call Devon Witt
(904) 607-1281

55 QUAIL LANE
55 Quail Lane on the marsh to the intracoast-
al located in Jacksonville Beach Just Sold.
I re-designed and staged this coastal beauty to sell!
Contact me to hear how | can help you
list, stage and sell your home or find the

perfect home not yet on the market!
- Just sold for $935,000.

@ﬂ.‘x Call Janet Westling
904-813-1913

S
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ST. AUGUSTINE OCEANFRONT
4BR/4BA, 5,224 sq. ft. estate home
with stunning 180 degree water views!
Private deep-water dock with a 33,000

Ib. boat lift. Represented buyer.
Sold for $3,850,000.
.18 Call Rosemary Kristoff

(904) 333-4841
or Lew Walters

(904) 806-3047

OCEAN LINKS
Conveniently located in the heart of Ponte Vedra.
Ocean Links is the perfect place to call home.
421 is under contract but contact me to find out
about the coming-soon condos not yet on the
market! Offered for $275,000.

Call Wally Sears
(904) 610-9771

A;ﬂ‘,

© 2019 BHH AFFILIATES, LLC. AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED FRANCHISEE OF BHH AFFILIATES, LLC. BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES AND THE BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES SYMBOL ARE REGISTERED SERVICE MARKS
OF HOMESERVICES OF AMERICA, INC.® EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.
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Contributed photos

Pictured from left, Pat O’'Rourke, Lisa O’'Rourke, Alyson Mansfield, Katie Johnson, Dawn
Kilmeade, Brian Kilmeade, Janet Westling, Cecilia Fatscher and Rick Fatscher. Local residents gather during a book-signing with author Brian Kilmeade.

A book signing
with Brian Kilmeade P
and friends ST P

By Janet Westlin i i - |

y 9 ‘ i {] - |

On December 4, 2021, my husband Dale and 1 i 1 "‘7’\7
hosted an early breakfast and book signing with Brian i ‘ j’” % S
Kilmeade, co-host of Fox & Friends and author of j 7 i

the bestselling novel “The President and the Freedom
Fighter” at our home in Sawgrass Country Club.
Brian Kilmeade has written seven best-selling v
novels and this event sold out within days of send- ihet
ing out invitations to friends in our community. Over Brian Kilmeade and Dawn Kilmeade
200 books were pre-sold and all who attended had the
opportunity to meet this leading nationally syndicated
radio host, New York Times bestselling author, Fox &
friends co-host, and do some early Christmas shop-

ping!

Brian gave a wonderful
talk on a beautiful Florida
day in a perfect outdoor
: . | setting. The best-selling
N The “wi | author was joined by his

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
\

Katie Johnson, Brian Kilmeade, Kelly Cressman and Greg Cressman

SECRET.

PRESIDENT wife, Dawn, who celebrated

L e their 28th anniversary the
FREEDOM night before on December

FIGHTER .‘ 3rd, with a tribute and flow-
e st e son. &3‘ ers at the sold-out Ponte =

g

Vedra Concert Hall. Brian’s — — : '
childhood friends -- Pat and  From left: Michael Rutherford, Sue Molm and Casey
Lisa O’Rourke and Rick Rumsey
and Cecilla Fatscher from Long Island — joined in the
lively discussion along with Brian’s ace producer from
FOX, Alyson Mansfield. This engaging author shared
details on the history, inspiration and development of
the characters in his sixth historical novel. This genu-
ine and natural speaker made quite a connection to his
audience, going from table to table posing for photos
and signing their books.

In the words of Dr. Ben Carson, “The President
and the Freedom Fighter” is “a riveting page turner
that illuminates the fascinating and history-altering
relationship between President Abraham Lincoln and
Frederick Douglass.”

In addition to writing books and co-hosting the
Fox & Friends morning show, you can tune into “The
Brian Kilmeade Show “on 104.5FM WOKYV radio
weekdays from 9 a.m. to noon. Kilmeade was recently
: named the new host of Fox News Primetime Saturday,
Kathleen Fannin, Brian Kilmeade and Mel Fannin which premieres Saturday, January 29th at 8 p.m. Nawrocki, Nicole Butt
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Continued from 20

had to offer, we spent two days with Rosi
Bernardini whom we highly recommend
(Instagram — discoverromewithrosi). Her
knowledge on the history of the city is
deep, and not only did we visit the must-
sees like the Vatican museum, St Peter’s
Basilica, the Colosseum and the Forum,
we also took a walk on the Appian Way,
traveled deep into the Catacombs and
entered a church built in the fifth century.
We had so much fun listening to Cate and
Rosi go toe-to-toe on Greek and Roman

EEMLS, o, |8 S

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN S. JAX BEACH

Brand new construction in desirable South Jax Beach on prestigious
Ocean Drive! Walk across the street to the beach and enjoy breath-
taking views from the top levels of this stunning 3 level POOL home.
3,748 square feet, 5 Bedrooms, 5 Full Baths, 2 Half Baths.
Offered for $2,990,000.

Call Katie Hughes Johnson
(904) 237-6083

mythology as we walked the Vatican
museum corridors. She was more than
just a guide: She brings history to life and
became a fast friend.

The rest of the family met us in Rome
on Jan.2. That evening, we finished our
trip with a memorable dining experience
(yes, more food) at Mirabelle Restaurant
at the top of the Hotel Spendide Royal,
with a view of St Peter’s dome in the
distance. Be sure to try Cannara’s onions
soup au gratin with two cheeses and
the Risotto with Castelmagno cheese,
radicchio-chicory and Nebbiolo-wine
reduction. Cannot go wrong with either!

For anyone concerned about travel-

ing during the pandemic, as long as one
is vaccinated and can tolerate wearing a
mask for the long flights, it was business
as usual. More than 80 percent of the
country is vaccinated and each restaurant
asked to see your vaccination card or your
app with the green check. An antigen

test is required to travel a day prior to
and from Italy, and because of the recent
uptick in cases, the airlines required a
specific type of mask upon our return but
all in all, we felt very comfortable during
our stay. The Italians certainly know how
to make their guests feel welcome and we
can’t wait to return!

STUNNING POO HOME

This house has IT ALL! Meticulously maintained & numerous updates:
new roof June 2021, new pool marcite March 2021, new water heater 2020,
new HVAC 2019, newer microwave & oven, carpet in the 3BR downstairs-
just to name a few! Huge, brand-new Spa-like primary bathroom. Shaker
cabinets, ship lap, free standing tub & oversized walk-in shower w/ dual
shower heads w/ handhelds! This open, bright,
classic Florida style 5BR, 4BA home located on a
cul-de-sac will not disappoint! Offered for $615,000.

Call Jennifer White
(904) 446-0495

LIVE THE PONTE VEDRA LIFESTYLE!

This beautiful Waters Edge home is in the heart of Sawgrass Players Club
& walking distance to 3 Palms Restaurant, The Yards Golf Club, pickle ball
(coming soon), tennis, parks, swimming, and last but not least, the Majestic
TPC Sawgrass Clubhouse. Love where you live NEFL!

Sold $765,000.

Call Kelly Cressman
(904) 553-8405

/,'
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1 ACLOT - GATE MARSH POINT

Over an acre of land along the marsh in newly developed Marsh Point,
a27 lot gated neighborhood in desirable St. Augustine. This exclusive
community is conveniently located off UST in between Jacksonville and St.

| Augustine. Nestled under a canopy of oak trees along 100 feet of marsh

views, this estate lot provides the perfect location to build your dream
home. Offered for $315,000.

Call Katie Hughes Johnson
(904) 237-6083

RARE RIVER VIEW LOT

7004 Gaines Ct! Flanked by the Epping Forest Country Club & majestic oaks
draped w/ Spanish Moss, this lot offers an amazing homesite overlooking
the widest point of the St. Johns River, the Yacht basin, lush English gar-
dens & breathtaking sunsets! Build your dream home on this cul-de-sac
lot. Enjoy gentle breezes, meandering through the impressive gardens
or strolling along the riverfront in this private, gated community. Dining,
golf, shopping, grocery stores, world renown hospitals, museums, top
schools & more are right at your fingertips! .32 acres
homesite for a beautiful 6,500 sq. ft plus home,
3 car garage & pool! Offered for $1,099,000.

Call Jennifer White
(904) 446-0495

WATER TO GOLF VIEWS!

16 Lake Julia Drive South. At 4BR/4BA this home is one of the largest floor-
plans in Lake Julia! Enter the paver courtyard to find a whole new world of
relaxation! Soaring ceilings, open layout, oversized screen enclosed lanai w/
built-in fire pit, outdoor dining area & living room type setting. The kitchen
has custom cabinets, newer wine refrigerator, new granite counters & newer
cooktop. Primary BR on the 1st floor, has custom clos-
ets & a large bathroom w/ a jetted soaking tub, two
vanities & shower. Offered for $1,295,000

Call Jennifer White
(904) 446-0495

HARBOUR ISLAND AT MARSH LANDING

Live the dream! 60’ Boat Slip with this .41 Acre Lot. Enjoy easy access to the
Intracoastal Waterway, Ponte Vedra Beaches and World-Class Golf.
Offered for $750,000. MLS#1149550.

Julie Little Brewer
(904) 545-6911

PONTE VEDRA POOL HOME

Brand New Construction w/ a POOL in Ponte Vedra Beach! 76 Matthews Ln.
is the perfect choice for that turnkey buyer! This 5BR/4.58A home w/ bonus
room features amazing upgrades, thoughtfully planned by the 1st owner,
who never took possession. Summer kitchen, wide plank wood floors
throughout, cabinetry upgrades, upgraded tile & bathroom fixtures, Smart
Home Technology upgrades, fenced in backyard as
well as some upgraded landscaping. Walking distance
to everything! Offered for $1,495,000

Call Jennifer White
(904) 446-0495

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN S. JAX BEACH

Brand new construction in desirable South Jax Beach to be completed
Summer 2022 by Barnett Custom Homes. Enjoy amazing ocean views and
cool breezes from the 2nd and 3rd floor balconies and walk to the beach
access just steps away. 2,958 SF, 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Bathrooms. Offered for
$1,975,000.

Call Katie Hughes Johnson
(904) 237-6083

Each office independently owned and operated. RE/MAX, LLC is an Equal Opportunity Employer and supports the Fair Housing Act and equal opportunity housing.
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CAROLINE HILLS

kw ATLANTIC
PARTNERS

KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY

Thank you Ponte
Vedra for your
~ continuved support!

L' The Lisa Barton Team is
proud to be of service fo ; _
the wonderful residents of I il it —— W
Ponte Vedra Beach and RS
greater Jacksonville.

S92 Million in Sales in 2021

e Served 109 families.

e Ranked #3 for Top Large
Real Estate Teams by the
Jacksonville Business
Journal.
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Renewing Old Florida: Atlantic Beac

By Jennifer Sexton

The sound of hammers reverberates
across the Beaches communities, as a
new post-COVID era dawns in north
Florida. A wave of new Floridians, al-
most 1,000 per day, have discovered that
they can work and live in a place that is
open and seemingly on vacation daily.

The beauty of our beaches, a laid-back
vibe and comparatively reasonable hous-
ing prices have attracted neighbors from
all over the United States. We offer a life-
style that can be personalized and created
alongside a quaint town center where
one’s life mingles with another over cof-
fee or dinner or just a bike ride to people
watch. Tree-lined streets provide shaded
paths to meander during the sunny sum-
mer. Bikers, walkers and skaters activate
Beach Ave; a lively street that weaves
together a diversity of architecture.

Atlantic Beach’s architecture reflects
homes of different scale and a variety of
eras. With a one-year population growth
of 1.32 percent, however, Atlantic Beach
residents are witness to a housing revolu-
tion that has classic homes coming down
and new homes going up that represent a
new twist on beach life.

It is an exciting chance for a creative
homeowner who knows an incredible
opportunity to renovate an existing old

Florida home. With a dash of imagination
in hand, a home’s rich beach history can
be elevated with modern conveniences
without discounting the original charm of
this vibrant beach community.

The home at 120 Beach Avenue is
perhaps the best and most current ex-
ample of such possibilities. Originally
constructed 100 years ago in 1922 with
various additions throughout the century,
this classic home meets the requirements
for beach living with the added beauty
of solid wood floors, a breezeway and
garage en suite. Now it could be trans-
formed into a unique oasis just steps from
the beach.

Mike Phillips has lived and built at the
Beaches for nearly three decades and has
grown his reputation in preserving and
improving the character of the old neigh-
borhood homes. Phillips has a unique
vision for 120 Beach Avenue focused on
updating its 1970s exterior and transi-
tioning it back to a beach house with
an iconic personality. His plan involves
removing the roof and adding a second
gable and doubling the square footage on
the second floor. The same is true for the
second floor en suite above the garage.

Phillips will marry the tradition of the
early beach homes with an open down-
stairs floor plan. Adding to a custom feel,
the home’s current fagade material will

N home boasts plenty of potential
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be replaced with mitered corner Hardie
Board siding, wide trim around enlarged
windows and rafter tails under a cedar
shingle roof. On the interior, updating to
all the modern conveniences, refinishing
the wood floors and the addition of beams
to the ceiling would be Phillips’ sugges-
tion, while adding native Floridian fauna
to the landscape would add character and
private spaces.

As Phillips’ says, “No one plans to
build an ugly home, but it happens.”
Try renovation and give your home the
chance to stand out as an Atlantic Beach
Classic.

120 Beach Avenue is listed at
$2,300,000 and represented by Compass
Homes, listed by Jennifer Sexton and
Wes Mock.
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CONGRATUILATIONS
To Our RE/MAX Unlimited Associates For Their Outstanding Successes in 2021!
OVER $400 MILLION IN CLOSED VOLUME!

Michael Paull Southern Latitue
Team Group
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Kyle & Bob Terri Neal
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NorthEastFloridaCoastHomes.com

NOCATEE PONTE VEDRA BEACH
158 Marketside Avenue, Suitel4 ¢ (904) 834-7682 100 Corridor Road, Suite 101 ¢ (904) 280-1115
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room and full bath.

Contributed photos
Expansion of the square footage included a bunk “room” to sleep 6 with attached living /movie

The outdoor pool area featured new framing/screening using “super screens” to open up the

water to golf views of the 9th Hole of the Sawgrass TPC Valley course, as well as fully covered

outdoor living area with summer kitchen.

Home improvements done correctly bring high value

By Mandy Morrow

You might ask why cover this topic
now, since properties in our area, regard-
less of condition, have multiple offers
right away and typically sell for full
price or more. The truth is, in this time
when the supply of homes is limited, the
demand is extraordinarily high. Sellers
are doing remarkably well in this market
due to the supply/demand imbalance. Top
professionals in the world of real estate
know that this trend will taper and should
advise future sellers on how to improve
the value of their homes.

I recently had the wonderful opportuni-
ty to list 8161 Seven Miles Drive in Ponte
Vedra Beach, where my sellers made the

right improvements and — drum roll here
— did the improvements the right way.

So, what do I mean by the “right” im-
provements? They strategically improved
and expanded areas of their home that
brought the most return on investment
and value to buyers. According to the
latest Cost vs. Value report offered by Re-
modeling Magazine, renovation projects
that bring the most value to a home are
the kitchen and expanded square footage
to increase the number of bedrooms and
bathrooms. The investments that allowed
the homeowner to recoup much of the
cost included window and roof replace-
ment as well as patio/deck improvements.

What do I mean by doing the im-
provements the “right” way? My sellers

hired experienced professionals who
were licensed contractors. These skilled
contractors knew the code requirements
and installed appliances, plumbing,
flooring and other items properly. This
home, even in this market, would have
been considered in average condition and
priced between $1,300,000- $1,450,000.
The stunning improvements and attention
to detail,however, transformed the home,
giving it a larger, more open floor plan.
The result was a revised recommended
list price of $1,575,000 -$1,625,000. The
sellers were on a tight timeframe, so we
listed at $1,599,000. We had 17 show-
ings in 48 hours, six offers from which

to choose and several over list price. We
closed at $1,690,000 last month. Due to

the quality and effectiveness of improve-
ments, they realized a gain of 30 percent
above the current average list price of
their home.

Many of the showing agents were col-
leagues who I’ve known since becoming
a Realtor® 17 years ago. Their resound-
ing feedback was that the improve-
ments allowed us to command such a
price. What’s more, my sellers did these
enhancements over the past several years
so they too could enjoy the fruits of their
labor. It was a win-win for all!

8161 Seven Mile Drive, Ponte Vedra
Beach was represented by Coldwell
Banker Vanguard Realty Ponte Vedra
Beach, listed and sold by Mandy Morrow/
Broker Associate.

Contributed photos

Enjoy grand estate living at Marsh Landing

By Cici Anderson and Jenna Fisher

Nestled in Marsh Landing Country Club sits one of the
grandest estate mansions. Featuring over 9,500 square
feet on 1.39 acres with expansive marsh views, this estate
home has been personally designed to be both a comfort-
able and family-friendly home, while at the same time an
estate with grand style and class.

This spectacular property in Marsh Landing’s Penin-
sula neighborhood welcomes guests with a classic front
entrance, granite atrium, formal living room, and a casual
family room overlooking outdoor life in the pool and grill
area. Always, this marsh view mansion invites guests to
take in the breathtaking panoramic views that exemplify
the very essence of life at Marsh Landing. This beauti-

ful estate truly embodies the best of a comfortable North
Florida lifestyle in a very elegant home environment.

The excellent architectural designs are many: grand
frontal entrance, wraparound porches up and down, wide
hallways, oak wood flooring, elegant crown molding,
graceful spiral staircase, large bedrooms, huge storage
area, spacious outdoor living spaces, full four-car garage
and a separate mechanical room. This home is also load-
ed with many special features, including a formal dining
room with adjoining butler’s pantry, private study, project
room, washer/dryer rooms on both floors, dual large mas-
ter suites with spacious closets and beautifully appointed
bathrooms, multiple fireplaces, efficient kitchen with new
appliances, an expansive bonus game room, and a large
yet secluded and private pool with hot tub.

An added perk is membership to Marsh Landing Coun-
try Club with no initiation fee. The club is just a short
walk or golf cart ride away to enjoy golf, tennis, lunch,
dinner, or a refreshing cocktail to end your day. Com-
bined with its proximity to the beach, A-rated schools
and world-class hospital systems like the Mayo Clinic,
there is truly no other community like this one in Florida.
Anyone who has spent time in Ponte Vedra Beach knows
just how special it is, with its perfect mix of serene
coastal living, top-tier golf and tennis and upscale social
options, more and more people are discovering the many
benefits this special seaside community has to offer.

113 Teal Pointe Lane is available for $3,599,000, rep-
resented by MLCC Realty and listed by Jenna Fisher and
Cici Anderson.
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CICITANDERSON & JENNA EISHER

OVER $100 MILLION IN CLOSINGS.
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1. 1637 Rusty Rail Rd. | Jacksonville 13. 104 Kingfisher Dr. | Ponte Vedra Beach 31. 204 Greencrest Dr. | Ponte Vedra Beach 49. 915 Ponte Vedra Blvd. | Ponte Vedra Beach
2. 469 Royal Palms Dr. | Atlantic Beach 14. 121 Kingfisher Dr. | Ponte Vedra Beach 32. 12510 Marsh Creek Dr. | Ponte Vedra Beach 50. 945 Ponte Vedra Blvd. | Ponte Vedra Beach
3. 3738 Summerlin Lane N. | Jacksonville 15. 125 Kingfisher Dr. | Ponte Vedra Beach 33. 5127 Otter Creek Dr. | Ponte Vedra Beach 51. 965 Ponte Vedra Blvd. | Ponte Vedra Beach
4. 3591 Kernan Blvd. S. | Jacksonville 16. 205 Royal Tern Rd. N. | Ponte Vedra Beach 34. 161 N. Cove Dr. | Ponte Vedra Beach 52. 8312 Seven Mile Dr. | Ponte Vedra Beach
5. 8040 Pine Lake Rd. | Jacksonville 17. 259 Royal Tern Rd. N. | Ponte Vedra Beach 35. 24428 Harbour Viiew Dr. | Ponte Vedra Beach 53. 104 Natures Way | Ponte Vedra Beach
6. Marina San Pablo | Jacksonville 18. 421 Royal Te Rd. S. | Ponte Vedra Beach 36. 124 Deer Haven Dr. | Ponte Vedra Beach 54. 129 Burning Pine Ct. | Ponte Vedra Beach
14402 Marina San Pablo P!, #804 19. 800 Hawks Nest Ct. | Ponte Vedra Beach 37. 140 Indian Cove Ln. | Ponte Vedra Beach 55. 51S. Roscoe Blvd. | Ponte Vedra Beach
14402 Marina San Pablo P!., #802 20. 616 Ibis Cove PI. | Ponte Vedra Beach 38. 174 Indian Cove Ln. | Ponte Vedra Beach 56. 111 King Sago Ct. | Ponte Vedra Beach
14402 Marina San Pablo Pl., #205 21. 618 Ibis Cove P!. | Ponte Vedra Beach 39. 165 Indian Cove Ln. | Ponte Vedra Beach 57. 202 Galleon Dr. | Ponte Vedra Beach
14402 Marina San Pablo P., #801 22. 358 Royal Tern Rd. S. | Ponte Vedra Beach 40. 169 Indian Cove Ln. | Ponte Vedra Beach 58. 292 Cobbler Trail | Ponte Vedra
14402 Marina San Pablo P!, #206 23. 132Teal Pointe Ln. | Ponte Vedra Beach 41. 560 Le Master Dr. | Ponte Vedra Beach 59. 126 Hatter Dr. | Ponte Vedra
4983 Marina San Pablo PI. 24. 116 Carriage Lamp Way | Ponte Vedra Beach 42. 611 Ponte Vedra Blvd. UNIT 114 | Ponte Vedra Beach 60. 306 Hatter Dr. | Ponte Vedra
7. 15Millie Dr. | Jacksonville Beach 25. 104 Linkside Cir. | Ponte Vedra Beach 43. 693 Ponte Vedra Blvd. | Ponte Vedra Beach 61. 165 Laterra Links Cir. | St. Augustine
8. 204 Laguna Villa Blvd. | Jacksonville Beach 26. 2 Turnberry Pointe Way | Ponte Vedra Beach 44. 419LaReserve Cir. | Ponte Vedra Beach 62. 43 Foxcross Ave. | St. Augustine
9. 101 25th Ave. S., #115 | Jacksonville Beach 27. 5140 Bridlewood Ct. | Ponte Vedra Beach 45. 2775 Le Mans Ct. | Ponte Vedra Beach 63.  130S. Serenata Dr,, #213 | S. Ponte Vedra Beach
10. 1655 The Greens Way | Jacksonville Beach 28. 7571 Founders Way | Ponte Vedra Beach 46. 2401 Brittany Ct. | Ponte Vedra Beach 64. 4342 Coastal Hwy. | St. Augustine
11, 43005 Beach Pkwy. | Jacksonville Beach 29. 24517 Indian Midden Way | Ponte Vedra Beach 47. 2407 Brittany Ct. | Ponte Vedra Beach 65. 5027 Blackbum St. | Jacksonville
12. 121 Deer Cove Dr. | Ponte Vedra Beach 30. 24308 Moss Creek Ln. | Ponte Vedra Beach 48. 109 Oak View Cir. | Ponte Veedra Beach

llltls AII About You,, mlccrealty.com —f The Cici Anderson Team The Cici Anderson Team
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Contributed photos

Intracoastal estate exudes luxury, privacy

By Michelle Floyd

So many of our homes are architectur-
ally interesting and are a creation of the
person living in the home. The personali-
ties of the residents are portrayed in the
home through the owners’ strength of
character, artistic abilities and lifestyles.

This home at 141 Harbourmaster
Court is the personification of the iconic
individual who created the architectural
integrity of the interior and exterior,
the floor plan and the selection of every
material and established the aura around
the home. The owner of the home is the
primary developer of Baymeadows in

Jacksonville and much of Ponte Vedra
Beach, including Marsh Landing Coun-
try Club, Sawgrass Players Club and the
Lodge and Bath Club on the beach, as
well as Serenata Beach Club.

The developer’s home has been the
venue for many charity events as well as
dinners with movie stars, politicians and
world leaders. If the walls could talk ... ?

From the driveway to the front door the
flavor is Old World with vines surround-
ing the gated entrance, courtyard and
front entry. You are immediately trans-
ported into another time and a different
country. Upon opening the front doors,
the Intracoastal Waterway is in full view
with the abundance of bird life and ma-

rine life. It is a private water oasis!

The grand entrance is two stories in
height with heavy wood beams in the
ceiling, giving the spacious room warmth
and charm. All rooms have water views
with an abundance of glass for uninter-
rupted gazing. The exception is the inti-
mate, wood-paneled library off the foyer
complemented with a formal elevator.

The wine cellar boasts not just stor-
age but room for private intimate dining
— truly an exceptional, unique feature
for any North Florida home. Positioned
down a winding stairwell, the room not
only accommodates a wine collector’s
dream storage but allows for intimate
candlelight dinners. A dining experience

only a chateau in the hills of Italy could
provide.

The lanai is the epitome of relaxation
with a unique pool, spa and lanai, all with
water views on two sides. It is a mov-
ing canvas in front of you with boaters,
kayaks and paddle boarders. There is
always a wave from a boat or the leap of
a dolphin from your pool and lanai.

It is no doubt that the iconic developer,
movie star socialite and entertainer of po-
litical figures would select this location,
with the views and privacy. A true escape
from the busy world we live in!

141 Harbourmaster Court is offered at
$3,800,000 by Jack Floyd and Michelle
Floyd of The Floyd Group.

Peacefulness

By Clare Berry

Eyes overwhelmed by the spectacular
vistas. Always deep water at the dock.
Great fishing and boating. Solitude. Ac-
cess to Atlantic Ocean and Intracoastal
Waterway. One with nature. Space to
breathe.

The owners of this property found
something special when they discovered
this acre-plus of land in 1997, at the end
of a little lane. They resided in the “little
house” that was on the property while
they conceived of what they could build
here. In 2004, they moved into their
dream home of 5 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms,
2 offices (they work from home), a
screened pool and plenty of yard to enjoy.
One of the many bonuses here is that
the border to the north is the spectacular
Half Moon Preserve, part of the sprawl-
ing Timucuan Preserve, so there are no
neighbors on two sides, north as well as
east, where the Nassau River winds past
the property. The owners moved “the
little house” off the water; now it serves
them as a great guest house, with 2 bed-

on the River

rooms, a den and a bathroom.

The main house’s structural features
include a welcoming front porch, a long
back porch perfect for enjoying the
breezes off the water, a huge lanai and a
standing seam metal roof. The interior
space was designed with few hallways,
maximizing the room sizes and layout.
The owner’s suite and one other are
downstairs.

There are unbelievable panoramic
views of the Nassau River from the
open kitchen/family room through the
wall of east-facing windows, as well as
from most bedrooms. Nature-lovers and
peacefulness-seekers won’t want to leave
this very unique paradise. If you love the
outdoors and natural Florida at its best,
this property will impress you. The large
circular driveway easily accommodates
boat parking!

This special place is offered for
$1,150,000. For more details and to
schedule your visit, please call Clare
Berry, Listing Broker, Berry & Co. Real
Estate, 904-382-5875.
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Cody Lanier, Amelia Island - $35,8M
Nicholas Eklund, Ponte Vedra Beach - $35.7M
Nick Burke, Amelia Island - $24.4M
Joe Hatin, St. Augustine - $20M
Leslie Cutajar, Amelia Island - $17M
Roleks Group, Ponte Vedra Beach - $14M
Ritter Soares Team, Jacksonville - $13.9M
Angie Renn & Kristen Seay, Jacksonville - $13.8M
Alan Messer & Kate Gable, Palm Coast - $13.7M
Sanborn Lapenes Group, Ponte Vedra Beach - $8.9M
Coastal Homes Treasure Team, Amelia Island - $8.4M

For service that’s as clevated as your standards
Visit to connect with a proven real estate professional.
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Coastal luxury meets |

By Mike Rolewicz

Setting a new standard for coastal lux-
ury with a laid back vibe, this oceanfront
beauty in Ponte Vedra Beach mesmerizes
you with ocean views from every angle
as you make your way through the entry
courtyard to the well-appointed down-
stairs living and dining space.

Your eyes are drawn up to the stun-
ning pecky cypress ceilings and custom
light fixtures that pair perfectly with
the warm reclaimed elm floors through-
out. Designed by Cronk Duch and built
by Morales Construction in 2019 with
interior design by award winning Andrew
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Howard, this home is as warm and invit-
ing as it is functional with 5 bedrooms,
each with en suite baths, 2 half baths and
two living spaces, each with sweeping
ocean Views.

The kitchen is one of a kind with pine
cabinets from River City Custom Cabine-
try and unique crushed oyster shell quartz
countertops with plenty of storage and
top of the line appliances along with a
butler’s pantry nearby. The kitchen opens
to one of the owner’s favorite features of
the home: the summer kitchen and pool
area, complete with a 12-person hot tub.
Outdoor entertaining is easy here with a

huge covered lanai downstairs with TV
and fireplace and a spacious upper deck
that takes advantage of the pristine ocean
views from this high, 100-foot lot conve-
niently located between the Ponte Vedra
Inn and Club and The Lodge.

The luxurious owner’s suite downstairs
brings a West Indies vibe, with colorful
flooring and shower tiles along with dark
cabinetry and light tops that flow into a
dreamy owner’s closet that conveniently
connects to the downstairs laundry room.

Upstairs are four more large bedroom
suites, with two that open to the up-
stairs balcony, each with its own unique

Contributed photos

aid-back vibe in this oceanfront oasis

personality and feel. At the heart of the
upstairs is a large yet cozy living and
entertaining space with incredible details
on the beams in the vaulted ceiling, com-
plete with wet bar and the perfect peloton
corner to watch the sunrise while burning
some calories.

No detail was overlooked in the design
or two-year building process to bring the
vision for this dream home to life from
a vacant lot in 2017. 501 Ponte Vedra
Boulevard is available for the first time
at $14,000,000 and is offered by Mike
Rolewicz.
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o Shipwatch Drive
Jacksonville
Price: $3,730,000
MLSID: 1137514
Lisa Barton Team
(904) 465-9139
LisaSellsPonteVedra.com
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1413 Forest Marsh Drive
Neptune Beach
Price: $749,000
MLS ID: 1143279

Joni Zwick
(904) 910-7607
Sellingpontevedra.com

4 Turnberry Pointe Way

4300 S. Beach Parkway Unit 1213

LisaSellsPonteVedra.com

166 S. Roscoe Blvd.
Ponte Vedra Beach
Price: $2,650,000
MLS ID: 1118197
Listin’ With Kristan

(904) 382-5526
ListingWithKristan.com

Ponte Vedra Beach
Price: $1,345,000
MLS ID: 1136552

Young Fouraker Day
(904) 3331111
PonteVedraio1t.com

SAWGRASS COUNTRY CLUB
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36 Walkers Ridge Drive
Ponte Vedra Beach
Price: $775,000
MLS ID: 1137755
Young Fouraker Day
(904) 3331111
PonteVedraio1.com

Jacksonville Beach
Price: $450,000
MLS ID: 1148464

Lisa Barton Team
(904) 465-9139

Visit Our Luxury Office in Ponte Vedra Beach

2021 PONTE VEDRA OFFICE

Closed Units-505

Closed Sales Volume-$426,325,251.00

*Source: Keller Williams Multi-Trend Report & MLS

190-1 A1A North
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL

(904) 247-0059
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Marsh Landing home receives coastal modern refresh

By Frank Sutera

Renovation. It’s a scary word — one
that keeps most of us from undertaking
projects for a variety of reasons, whether
it’s financial, inconvenient, time-consum-
ing, or it just seems so daunting that you
continue to talk yourself out of it. Well, I
want to tell you that it really isn’t as bad
as you think.

Just start by getting inspired? Then
get started, taking it one step, or room,
at a time. (Bonus: you won’t believe
how much street cred you’ll get from
your friends and neighbors for doing it
yourself?)

Avoiding the project isn’t always an
option. Sometimes, like for us, it had to
be done when we bought our home a year
ago in Ponte Vedra Beach. We made the
move back home to Florida after 20-plus
years in the entertainment industry in Los

Angeles. We landed in the same amazing
neighborhood my wife grew up in: Marsh
Landing.

We’re here for all the reasons you
know: schools, community, beach, boat-
ing, golf, and, most importantly, prox-
imity to family. We looked all around
during a highly competitive market and
found that most homes fell into one of
two categories: 1) renovated, updated and
overpriced or 2) pretty in pictures, but in
need of real renovation. Not falling in
love with anything we saw in Category
1, we went with an amazing home that
firmly fell into Category 2. While beauti-
ful, it was most certainly in need of some
love to bring out its potential — something
my wife Andrea has a knack for.

While living in LA, we would take on
one room at a time in our beautiful 1950s
ranch style estate. Andrea would have a
vision of what she wanted for each room,

finding inspiration pictures in magazines
or online. Then we’d set out to find the
pieces to bring her vision to reality. That
meant weekend trips to look for tile op-
tions, bathroom vanities at local kitchen/
bath shops, and of course countless

runs to The Home Depot. I would find
what guidance I needed from videos on
Youtube, the vendors I would bring in for
quotes, or by talking it through with the
folks at Home Depot when I found the
product we wanted to install. Then we’d
demo the space and get to work!

We did the same here, but this time
with the whole house. As you’ll see in
the photos, we started with a 5 bedroom
+ 5 bath, 5,000 square foot home built in
1990 and have completely re-envisioned
it as an open, bright and airy coastal mod-
ern house we now love to call home.

Before undertaking the reno, we met
with several general contractors, estab-

lished builders and renovation compa-
nies. What we kept hearing from the
pros was to be prepared for things to
take so long, that prices were super high
for materials, that labor was a real issue
that would cause guaranteed delays, and
that they couldn’t get started for months!
Quickly, the TV producer in me took
over, and I decided to take on the role of
general contractor myself.

I’m not naive. Living in Ponte Vedra,

I expected ‘Ponte Vedra Pricing’ for ev-
erything from plumbing to electrical, but
some of the quotes we got were simply
outrageous. We’ve all heard horror stories
with permitting; that alone can scare you
off a project. But I have to tell you, I

got my own permits in one day (not the
months [ was warned it would take) from
the amazing professionals at the St. Johns
County Building Department. I just had
my paperwork done, had a nice chat, paid
my fees, got my signature, and was in
and out in a couple hours!

Throughout the process, we took a very
hands-on approach with the renovation of
our home, which we gutted ourselves. |
personally made sure to get bids from at
least three vendors for each area needed
(plumbing, electrical, structural, cabinets,
countertops, etc.). We were lucky in that
we landed a great painter from our awe-
some realtor, Janet Westling.

Every day for months, I would drop
the kids off at school and get to work.
Demo. Shop. Build. Shop. Install. Shop.
Lots of runs to The Depot! But we did
it all ourselves. We found ways to save
and feel better about what was happen-
ing every day. Countless loads of trash
from the demolition of room after room

REFRESH continues on Page 40
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2359 S PONTE VEDRA BLVD

A true oceanfront masterpiece! A residence like no other, this 5 bedroom,
6 bath estate boasts 100 feet of pristine beach frontage and 6,270 SF of luxury
living space. As you make your way in you are welcomed by a grand three-
story rotunda and immediately struck by lavish finishes and a 1,200 bottle
wine cellar with tasting room. Take the winding staircase or elevator up to the
main level and enjoy panoramic ocean views from almost every room and
the floor to ceiling windows and doors embody the essence of waterfront
living indoors or out. The views across the infinity pool to the ocean make for
a perfect backdrop as you gather with family and friends. $6,800,000

2375 S PONTE VEDRA BLVD

Lifted from the pages of Coastal Living and perfectly positioned along the
banks of the Atlantic Ocean, this 4BR/3.5BA home offers a contemporary
oceanfront setting with Intracoastal views. Built with entertaining in mind,
this home features well-appointed living spaces, two sweeping oceanfront
porches, private beach walkover and a 21'x 21" rooftop deck with panoramic
water and preserve views. Passing through the private drive gate you're sur-
rounded by an adventure waiting to happen! Days are well spent in the out-
door oasis and there are plenty of options for year-round entertaining here.
$3,700,000

NOAH BAILEY BROKER ASSOCIATE, REALTOR" CLLE R L
Keller Williams Atlantic Partners St. Augustine Wv‘a/ kWé{-%HE{?&ﬁJNERS
noahbaileygroup.com * noah@noahbaileygroup.com * 904.540.2902 INTERNATIONAL KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY

Each Keller Williams Realty office is independently owned and operated.
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were hauled away from our garage by a
self-employed disposal company I found
online. That saved us money and from
having ugly dumpsters in our driveway in
view of our new neighbors and avoiding
any HOA conversations. Through the
vendors I did hire I would often get leads
to another that I needed, from concrete
companies to tiling guys. I slept with the
confidence of knowing I had done my
own due diligence on who was working
on each and every aspect of my home.

You can do more yourself than you
think

During the reno, we did things that
surprised even us! I learned how to build
an archway in a wall separating two
rooms we wanted connected. I framed a
wall where a wet bar once was. We even
made demo a family affair, with in-laws
and brothers over to help take out entire
rooms!

Now, we of course had our fair share
of delays — appliances that took months
to get, a built-in fridge that broke on
day six, a professional oven/range that
was dropped and broken when deliv-
ered and had to be re-ordered, kitchen
countertops that were cut short — more
than once. You just go into these things
knowing there will be challenges, and

with patience and faith you’ll come out
feeling prouder of what you and your

family have done than I can ever explain.

So, take a leap of faith in yourself. Get
inspired. Get started. And just do it! We
did it, so can you.

Some highlights:

* New flooring and paint — We tore
out the old carpet and dark wood floors
and replaced them with light beach-like
wood with oversized planks that run the
entire first floor. This, along with a fresh
coat of Sherwin Williams’ Snowbound
White paint throughout the house did
wonders.

Waters Edge in TPC Players Club
MLS #1149872 | $859,000

pvclubrealty.com | rsales@pvresorts.com | 904.285.6927 |

4 Bedrooms | 32 Baths | 3,223 Square Feet

Contributed photos

* Kitchen — An open approach replaced
walls and a wraparound counter with
a giant island that flows nicely into the
living room. We also built a new pantry
where a wet bar once was (I built the wall
myself?)

* Master bathroom — We removed the
sunken tub, raised the shower and left
sans doors, and tiled into master closet
and up the wall, framing out the new tub.

e Living room and fireplace — We re-
moved the old step and built-ins, installed
a new mantel and framed the fireplace
with a soft white jagged rock-tile that
really pops.

* Family room /kitchenette — We

I’ve been asked by several friends
and neighbors to help them figure
out the best path forward on projects
they want to undertake. So now I’'m
available to help you, too!

« How to approach your project
creatively

« Identify what kind of vendor
you will need

« How to track down good
vendors (i.e. plumbers,
electricians, etc.)

« How to go about getting bids

« Review bids to determine
what is missing

« Figure out realistic timelines

« Decide just who to hire

Email me at Frank@PVReno.com
or call me at 310 365-3569 and we
can help!

took down the wall separating rooms and
opened it up with an archway, creating
great flowthrough and light.

* Kids’ bathroom — We removed the
overhead sconce lighting and unneces-
sary doorway, opening it up with a half
wall separating the new bathtub, updated
shower and floor tiling and new fixtures.

* Office — We took out the old wood
built-ins and replaced them with bright,
light paint and white trim.

Ponte Vedra Beach | Avalon
MLS #1115987 | $1,295,000

60’ x 140’ Home Site

Ponte Vedra Club

REALTY

Preferred Membership Initistion Fee pricing for the Ponte Vedrs Inn & Club, The Lodge & Club, Epping Forest Yacht & Country Club
and The River Club is available exclusively through Ponte Vedra Club Realty! Call us todsy fo see how to take advantage of this offer.

f o w| o [/ @pvclubrealty
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New Realtors administration takes over

In a glittering evening event, the
Northeast Florida Association of Realtors
(NEFAR) welcomed a new administra-
tion Jan. 12 at the Jacksonville Marriott
Hotel on Salisbury Road.

Nearly 300 members looked on as
Dane Leslie of Ponte Vedra, who served
as president in 2011 and 2012, presided
over the ceremony, installing four new
officers and several new directors to head
the association, which is the voice of real
estate in Florida in 2022.

Mark Rosener, regional vice president
of Watson Realty Corp. was installed as
president. Diana Galavis, a broker-associ-
ate in the Southside office of Watson Re-
alty Corp., is president-elect. Rory Dubin,
broker-support manager at EXIT Real
Estate, was installed as treasurer. And
Tiea Vincent, broker/owner at Round-
Table Realty Property Management, was
installed as secretary.

Lisa Brannon of eXp Realty, Gonzalo
Mejia of Watson Realty Corp., Scott
Nyman of eXp Realty, Christian Oliva of
Watson Realty Corp. in Ponte Vedra, and
Lauren Rohman, a broker with Traditions
Realty in Avondale, were installed to
serve two-year terms as directors of the
association.

They will join Andrew Bell, broker/
owner of NextHome Assurance Realty;

Mark Rosener

Sonny Downey, president/broker of EXIT
Real Estate Gallery; Mario Gonzalez,
founder/broker of Navy to Navy Homes;
Delmas “DeDee” Harper, broker/owner
of Harper & Associates Real Estate; Sa-
mantha Heflin, vice president/managing
broker at Watson Realty; Jeannette “Jan”
Jenkins, broker/owner of Select Home
Realty Group; Audrey Lackie, broker/
owner of The Legends of Real Estate;
Susan Severson, of eXp Realty; Cole
Slate, broker/owner of Slate Real Estate;
and Jennifer Tossavainen, chief financial
officer of Coldwell Banker Vanguard
Realty, on the NEFAR Board of Directors
this year.

The installation ceremony included a
special “passing of the gavel” ceremony

Diana Galavis

in which 22 Realtors who have served as
past NEFAR presidents lined up to pass
an engraved gavel to Rosener.

Included in the presidential line-up
were William Watson Jr., founder and
owner of Watson Realty Corp.; Sam
Folds, owner/broker of Sam Folds Real
Estate; Russell Grooms of Watson Realty
Corp.; Martha Dickerson of Coldwell
Banker Vanguard Realty; Cathy What-
ley owner/broker of Buck & Buck Real
Estate; Dee Bumbarger of Buck & Buck
Real Estate; Clare Berry broker/owner of
Berry & Co. Real Estate in Ponte Vedra;
Selby Kaiser of the Legends of Real
Estate; Bonnie Siecker, broker/owner of
Dames Point Realty Inc.; Jeanell Wil-
son of All South Realty in Jacksonville

Rory Dubin

Tiea Vincent

Beach; Milagros “Millie” Kanyar of
Watson Realty Corp.; Dane Leslie of
Ponte Vedra; Carol Zingone of Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices in Atlantic
Beach; Linda McMorrow of The Legends
of Real Estate; Sally Suslak of Traditions
Realty; Terrell Newberry owner/broker
of Century 21 First Coast Realty; Marc
Jernigan, broker-associate for EXIT Real
Estate Gallery; Jeanne Denton-Scheck
of Davidson Realty; Ron Harris, founder
and managing partner of Harris Realty
Partners; Missi Howell of the Legends
of Real Estate; Wendell Davis, owner/
broker of PMI Davis Realty; and Beverly
Garvin, vice president at Watson Realty
Corp.

North Florida's largest selection
of home furnishings and decor

WINTER
STOREWIDE

SALE

ENTIRE SHOWROOM
10-50% OFF

904.396.2233
Hugosinteriors.com

3139 Philips Hwy. N.
Jacksonville, FL 32207
East San Marco

Mon-Fri 10a-5p
Closed Sat & Sun

f®

HUGO’S

INTERIORS
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kitchentuneup.com

©2021 HFC KTU LLC. All Rights Reserved. Kitchen Tune-Up is a trademark of HFC KTU LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Lic #BL-6289
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St. Augustine Beach hotel, beachfront named
to National Register of Historic Places

After efforts spanning two decades, a
beachfront hotel has been listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.

The St. Johns Cultural Council has
worked for more than 20 years to restore
and preserve the historic St. Augustine
Beach Hotel, which has now been recog-
nized by the U.S. National Park Service
for the property’s national civil rights
significance and local historical, architec-
tural importance.

According to Christina Parrish Stone,
St. Johns Cultural Council’s executive
director, the Cultural Council helped to
save the structure from demolition and
raised hundreds of thousands of dollars in
grants and private donations to stabilize
the building and restore the first floor,
which now houses dance and art studios.

The council is currently working with
the City of St. Augustine Beach to de-
velop plans to complete the second floor,
and a workshop to receive input from the
community will be held in March.

On Jan. 14, the National Park Service
released information that the St. Augus-
tine Beach Hotel and Beachfront in the
City of St. Augustine Beach has been
added to the National Register of Historic
Places for importance nationwide as part
of the civil rights movement known as
the St. Augustine Campaign. The hotel is
located at 370 State Road A1A.

To establish the significance of the
historic property and prepare the National

Register nomination,
the St. Johns Cul-
tural Council engaged
consultant Leslee
Keys Ph.D. and Keys
and Associates of St.
Augustine.

According to Keys,
the Rev. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.
selected St. Augustine
as the third of a tril-

ogy of Southern cities
for staged protests
designed to generate
attention when the U.S. Senate was de-
bating and filibustering the much-delayed
Civil Rights Act of 1964.

The St. Augustine Beach Hotel prop-
erty and the beachfront from 16th Street
northward to the hotel were the settings
for multi-cultural wade-ins, which activ-
ists conducted continuously from June 17
until July 1, 1964, the day before Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 into law.

The wade-in that occurred at the beach
on June 25, 1964, is best known for
segregationists attacking protestors along
the beach. Images of the Florida Highway
Patrol breaking up the riot and standing
fully uniformed in the ocean to protect
the protestors were among the most
circulated of the entire St. Augustine
movement.

St. Augustine Beach hotel has been named
to National Register of Historic Places.

The historical and architectural signifi-
cance of the building includes its design
by local architect Francis A. Holling-
sworth as a wood building with coquina
block veneer, and additional period mate-
rials to support commercial use.

The hotel, which opened on Labor Day
in 1940, is the only building remaining
from a “St. Augustine Auxiliary Pier
Project” by the federal Works Progress
Administration (WPA) during the Great
Depression. The Anastasia Island coquina
quarry location was reopened for con-
struction of WPA buildings, specifically
the twin beach hotels.

“Historic sites and historic preservation
are critically important to our commu-
nity and to cultural tourism in St. Johns
County,” said Parrish Stone. “Raising
awareness of these sites through recogni-

Contributed photos

This postcard depicts the St. Augustine Beach Hotel in its heyday.

tion such as this and increasing access

to funding for historic preservation are
key components of our efforts to support,
promote and enhance the arts, culture and
heritage of the area. St. Johns Cultural
Council and its supporters are thrilled by
this recognition for a property that has
been an important part of the work to
sustain our vibrant cultural community.”

The mission of the Cultural Council is
to support local artists and arts organiza-
tions and to promote St. Johns County as
a premiere destination for cultural travel-
ers, ensuring that the lives of both resi-
dents and visitors are enriched through
art, culture, history, and heritage.

For more information, contact Par-
rish Stone at 904-434-0959 or email
christina@historiccoastculture.com. The
website is stjohnsculture.com.

Local fifth-grader performs in prestigious ensemble

Ponte Vedra resident and Jacksonville
Country Day School fifth-grader Lynn
Ibrahim performed in the Florida Music
Education Association All-State Orff
Ensemble on Jan. 13-14.

The All-State Orff Ensemble is an
audition-based elite performance group
for elementary school students that has
been around for many years. This year,
the Orff Ensemble was composed of 78
students from across the state of Florida.

The guest conductors were Michael
Chandler and Ben Torress, who teaches
elementary music in Tennessee. They
also led workshops and teacher education
courses in the Orff Schulwerk pedagogy.

Lynn and her peers prepared nine
pieces of music for the concert. Students
rotated parts between each piece.

Throughout the performance, Lynn
played alto and xylophone and performed
as a mover (someone who takes part in
a creative dance movement) and sang on
the risers.

Each piece included various elements
of the Orff Schulwerk music pedagogy.
There was singing, movement, xylo-

phones, ukulele and recorder woven
throughout the concert. All solos and
movement pieces were student-composed
during rehearsals.

“It took several weeks to practice for
the audition,” said Lynn. “T was look-
ing at videos and studying the music for
hours.”

Lynn first learned how to read music
when she was 5 years old and began
playing the piano and saxophone around
that age, too. She soon branched out to
singing, playing the xylophone and learn-
ing rhythmic movements to pair with
musical pieces.

Jacksonville Country Day School mu-
sic specialist Jessica Barker saw her play-
ing the xylophone in class and encour-
aged her to audition for the ensemble.

“It was really fun and a unique experi-
ence,” said Lynn. “It felt like I was doing
something really important. Music is my
passion. I still don’t really know what I
want to do when I grow up because there
are so many options, but I do know I will
always have music in my life.”

AHIM
NTARY

ALSTATESTUE
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Jacksonville Country Day School music specialist Jessica Barker, left, and fifth-grader Lynn
Ibrahim at the Florida Music Education Association All-State Orff Ensemble.
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Lighthouse 5K Run/Walk & Fun Run set for Feb. 12

The Junior Service League of St. Augustine will
hold the Lighthouse 5K Run/Walk & Fun Run on
Saturday, Feb. 12. It had originally been scheduled
for Sept. 18. The race begins at 4 p.m., and the Fun
Run begins at 5 p.m. Registration is available at

jslofstau—gustine.org.

In an effort to continue support for the St. Augustine
Lighthouse, the League hosts the annual 5K & Fun
Run. The inau—gural race in 1983 was originally titled
the “Bud Light Twilight Lighthouse Run.”

The Lighthouse 5K is a chipped race that serves as
a qualifier for the famed Gate River Run. Proceeds
from the Lighthouse 5K Run/Walk & Fun Run benefit
numerous League service projects and provide finan-
cial support for local nonprofit organizations in St.
Augustine and the St. Johns County community.

The Junior Service League of St. Augustine is an
organization of women dedicated to volunteerism.
Founded in 1935, the organization is committed to
bettering the St. Augustine community through ser-

vice, fundraising and charitable projects.

Each year, members donate nearly 5,000 hours of
time to local nonprofits, including the lighthouse,
Lightner Museum, the Children’s Museum, Kids
Bridge, St. Augustine Youth Services, The Homeless
Coalition, Pie in the Sky, The Betty Griffin House and

many others.

For further information, go to jslofstaugustine.org.
The St. Augustine Lighthouse & Maritime Museum

is located at 81 Lighthouse Ave., St. Augustine.

For information about the 5K event, go to jslofstau-

gustine.org/about/events/lighthouse-5k.

The Lighthouse 5K Run/Walk & Fun Run is planned for Feb. 12.

Contributed photo

Walk to fight veteran
suicide set for March 26

American Legion Post 129 has an-
nounced that the second-annual Chal-
lenge 22 Walk will take place on March
26.

On-site registration starts at 9 a.m. at
the Jacksonville Beach Seawalk Pavil-
ion, 75 First St. North, with the program
and walk beginning at 10 a.m. The 2.2-
mile walk will start at the pavilion lawn
and will proceed south along the beach
to Oceanfront Park, 429 First St. South,
and back.

Walkers are encouraged to pre-register
at give.floridalegion.org/challenge22jax.
The cost is $22 per walker and $35 to
register and receive an event t-shirt.

“Through Challenge 22, we’re not
only raising funds to help prevent
suicide among our veterans, but also to
raise awareness about veteran suicide
in our beaches communities,” said Post
129 Commander Joe Maichle. “A survey
conducted by the United States Depart-
ment of Veteran Affairs showed that
roughly 22 veterans are dying by suicide
each day in our country.”

Legion volunteers are contacting area
businesses to solicit event sponsorships
and vendors to take part in the event. For

sponsorship information, and to down-
load a sponsor form for the event, go to
give.floridalegion.org/challenge22jax or
contact Legion Post 129 Treasurer Jim
Wineland at jimwineland@att.net.

Post 129’s goal is to raise $10,000 to
be distributed among suicide-prevention
groups, treatment providers and nonprof-
its that help veterans in need of mental
health assistance, including The Ameri-
can Legion Department of Florida’s
Project VetRelief.

Locally, American Legion 129 has
30 coalition partners and 10 strategic
partners that receive funding to provide
veteran prevention services in Northeast
Florida.

The local event is one of many held
throughout the U.S. as part of The 22
Project, which supports underserved
war veterans who have traumatic brain
injuries and are at risk for depression or
suicide.

The 22 Project provides advanced
medical treatments to reduce a veteran’s
risk of depression or suicide, including
care and evaluation by highly-trained,
board-certified physicians. Treatments
are at no cost to the veteran.

Challah Bake to support,
honor women affected by

breast cancer

In honor of the Donna Weekend,
Chabad at the Beaches is hosting a
Great Pink Challah Bake to support,
honor and remember those affected by
breast cancer in the community. This
women’s event will take place at 7 p.m.
Feb. 3 at Chabad at the Beaches, 521
A1A North, Ponte Vedra.

Participants will bake challah and
listen to motivating speakers, enjoying a
ladies’ night out filled with camaraderie
and togetherness. Whether or not they
are personally affected by breast cancer,
women from the community can show
their support by simply attending.

Featuring engaging stories from
breast cancer survivors and those with
breast cancer in their lives, the challah
bake will combine the mitzvah of chal-
lah with education and awareness for
women of all ages.

Part of this engagement will be dedi-
cated to understanding proactive health
options for women of all risk factors.

Leah Kurinsky, co-director of Chabad
at the Beaches, wants this event to show
the community that no one should feel
isolated while fighting breast cancer.

With profits from the event and a
team of dedicated volunteers, she hopes
to form a support and resource group
for families in the Beaches community
affected by cancer, with such offerings
as social visits and care packages. She
envisions that this group would fill a gap
in community and health care support
by providing a personalized, human
connection.

Kurinsky notes that in traditional Jew-
ish thought, the gates of heaven open
at certain times — one of these times is
when a woman makes the blessing on
the challah. This makes a challah bake
an opportune time to pray for those who
need help or healing, and everyone will
be invited to put forth a name of some-
one who needs the prayer for healing.

In addition, challah is a mitzvah des-
ignated for women, and a way to come
together to fight a disease that primarily
affects women.

Register at chabadbeaches.com/
pinkchallah. For further information,
call Dafne at 904-770-0502. Note that
COVID protocols will be updated closer
to the event.
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Grant kicks off another year of historic presentations

Local historian
and speaker Scott
Grant gave his first
presentation of 2022
on Wednesday, Jan.
12, at Nocatee Hall.

In “The Beatles
Come to Florida,”
Grant tells the story
of John, Paul, George
and Ringo on their
first U.S. tour. The Beatles made two trips
to Florida as a group, both in 1964.

That year, the Fab Four frolicked in
Miami enjoying the beach, Florida girls

Scott Grant

and yachts. On the cusp of worldwide
celebrity, the band members met a young
Muhammad Ali (then Cassius Clay), un-
knowingly creating an iconic photoshoot.

The second trip, this one to Jackson-
ville, tells a more serious story. The
Beatles struck a blow for civil rights
insisting that the Jacksonville Gator Bowl
be de-segregated for the first time.

Going forward, Grant is scheduled to
speak on the following topics:

* “The Night Nazis Invaded The First
Coast” — 11:30 a.m. Jan. 20 for mem-
bers of guests of The Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution at Ramada Inn, 3130

Hartley Road, Jacksonville.

* “Memorial Ceremony for the S.S.
Gulfamerica” — 11 a.m. April 10 at
Oceanfront Park, 429 Ist St. S., Jackson-
ville Beach.

* “The Beatles Come to Florida” — 6
p-m. April 28 at 984 Old Mill Run, The
Villages, Florida.

* “The Night Nazis Invaded The First
Coast” — 11 a.m. May 4 for the New-
comers Alumnae Group at 25655 Marsh
Landing Parkway, Ponte Vedra Beach.

* “The Beatles Come to Florida.” Date
to be announced. At the Florida Keys
History & Discovery Center in Islamo-

rada, Florida.

Other topics Grant speaks on include
“From Molly Hatchet to Burning Bras —
150 years of Women’s Empowerment,”
“The Summer of *64,” “How to Invest
like a Millionaire” and more.

For further information, see The Scott
Grant Show at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FptOxApo860.

Grant owns Standfast Asset Manage-
ment, where he handles $100 million in
private investments.

For scheduling, contact Grant’s publi-
cist, Jennifer Price, at 904-285-2130 or
jprice@standfastic.com.

Nearly 2 million
books are self-pub-
lished each year, and
anyone can be a pub-
lished author thanks
to digital printing
and do-it-yourself
online services such
as Kindle Direct
Publishing.

But there’s a lot to learn before jump-
ing into those waters, and Brad Kuhn will

Brad Kuhn

N\

v+ MARRIOTT
- RESORT

Po nte Vedra

Writers'topic is self-publishing

teach local writers about “Self-Publish-
ing: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly.”
Kuhn delivers his message at the Florida
Writers Association Ponte Vedra Writers
meeting at 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 22, at
the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library.
Kuhn will provide real-world insights
from more than three decades of experi-
ence as a writer, publisher and publicist.
He is an award-winning author, reporter,
author coach and multi-media producer
based in Jacksonville. He has been a staff

GALENTINE’S DAY SPA SPECIALS

OFFER VALID FEBRUARY 1-28, 2022 DURING SPA OPERATING HOURS

*20% Service Charge will be added to all Spa services. Gratuities are at your discretion.

©2021 Marriott International, Inc. All Rights Reserved. All names, marks and logos are the trademarks of
Marriott International, Inc., or its affiliates.

sAWGRAss MEMBER oF MARRIOTT BONVeY"

writer for The Wall Street Journal, The
Orlando Sentinel and Orlando Business
Journal. He is a founding director of the
Jack Kerouac Writers In Residence Proj-
ect of Orlando. He and his wife, writer
Darlyn Finch Kuhn, run the JaxbyJax Lit-
erary Arts Festival, now in its ninth year.
Kuhn has co-written three books and
ghostwritten several more. His most re-
cent offering is “Dirty Work: The Untold
Story of My Secret Mission to Steal Back
TWA Flight 847 From Hezbollah,” an

Amazon nonfiction bestseller co-written
with the late TWA Capt. Richard Vaux.

The Ponte Vedra Writers group is part
of the Florida Writers Association, a
statewide, nonprofit organization with
nearly 1,500 members dedicated to the
support of both aspiring and published
writers in any genre.

The Jan. 22 meeting is free and open to
members and nonmembers alike.

For information on FWA, go to flori-
dawriters.org.

*FALL IN LOVE WITH

COMPLIMENTARY HYDRATING EYE ENHANCEMENT

WITH PURCHASE OF ANY FACIAL, GIVE YOUR EYES A LITTLE
EXTRA LOVE WITH OUR HYDRATING EYE ENHANCEMENT.

COMPLIMENTARY SOOTHING FOOT ENHANCEMENT

PREPARE TO BE TOE-TALLY RELAXED WITH AN
INVIGORATING FOOT ENHANCEMENT, COMPLIMENTARY
WITH PURCHASE OF ANY BODY WRAP.

COMPLIMENTARY CHAMPAGNE COCKTAIL

WITH PURCHASE OF ANY NAIL SERVICE, RECEIVE ONE (1)
COMPLIMENTARY CHAMPAGNE COCKTAIL TO ENJOY AS
YOU PAMPER YOUR HANDS OR FEET.

BOOK SPA APPOINTMENTS ONLINE WITH QR CODE




46 COMMUNITY NEWS

Ponte Vedra Recorder - January 27, 2022

variety of entertainment.

The St. Augustine Lions Club’s Seafood Festival — now the Spring Festival — has featured a

Photography by Madi Mack
Tasty seafood has always been a part of the St. Augustine Lions Club’s Seafood Festival — now
the Spring Festival.

Lions rebrand major St. Augustine festival

St. Augustine Lions
Spring Festival set
for March 26-27

The St. Augustine Lions Club has an-
nounced the dates for the 39th Annual St.
Augustine Lions Spring Festival, which
will be held at Francis Field on March
26-27.

Previously known as the Seafood Fes-
tival, the St. Augustine Lions Foundation
has rebranded the popular event with a
fresh look and expanded options.

The new theme will help the festival
grow and prosper after the 2020 and
2021 festivals being canceled due to the
pandemic. The event is the primary fund-

raising event for the St. Augustine Lions
Foundation each year since 1981 — gen-
erating funds for charitable needs and
services to the community, with a focus
on youth, the deaf and the blind, disaster
relief, veterans and more.

With more than 28,000 people expect-
ed to attend in 2022, the St. Augustine
Lions Spring Festival is currently the
largest festival held in St. Augustine.

The primary draw of the festival is its
abundance of great food and live music.
There will be seafood offered, of course,
with the addition of more cuisines and
county fair dishes.

Other fun activities include kids’ rides,
family shows and arts & crafts vendors.

“We’re very excited to announce the
dates for 2022,” said Dominic Mercurio,
festival chairman. “This is truly a com-

munity event, and Lions, whose motto

is “We Serve,” are able to raise the funds
needed to fulfill our claim that “Where
there is a need, there is a Lion.” We invite
everyone out to Francis Field to join us in
giving back to the community. After two
years of cancellations, we can’t wait to all
be together again and shout, ‘Hey, we’re
havin’ fun now!””

Festival hours are 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
March 26 and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. March
27. The arts & crafts village closes at
sundown.

Francis Field is located at 25 W.
Castillo Drive in downtown St. Augus-
tine. No pets will be allowed except for
service animals.

There will be free parking and shuttle
service, with shuttles picking up and
dropping off visitors at locations to be

The St. Augustine Lions Club’s Seafood Festi-

val — now the Spring Festival — has been a
favorite for almost four decades.

announced.

More information on parking and
shuttles will be posted at lionsfestival.
com and Facebook @staugustinelions-
festival.

For further information on the St.
Augustine Lions Club, go to staugustine-
lions.com

Early Learning Coalition recognizes Teachers of the Year

The Early Learning Coalition (ELC)
of North Florida has announced its 2021
Preschool and Infant/Toddler Teachers of
the Year.

On Jan. 6, the ELC of North Florida
surprised its 2021 preschool and infant/
toddler teachers of the year with a prize
patrol. The teachers were gifted with
balloons, flowers, candy and a visit by
special guest Pete the Cat.

ELC’s 2021 Infant/Toddler Teacher of
the Year is Amy Finkley. She has been
teaching at Deerwood Academy in St.
Johns for 10 years and has been an infant/
toddler teacher for almost 30 years.

Finkley was nominated by Lucinda
Chapin and Sheri Jenkins, the chief op-
erating officers for Deerwood Academy.
She also recently received their in-house
Teacher of the Year award.

The Preschool Teacher of the Year
winner is Marisol Buitrago. She teaches

at Green Cove Springs Head Start Center.
She has been teaching preschool for 25
years. She is also the center manager for
the Green Cove Springs Head Start.
Since the beginning of the year, she has
worked as the lead teacher for the VPK
Head Start classroom due to the center
being short-staffed from COVID-19.
Both of these teachers will be honored
in person at the ELC of North Florida
Early Educators Conference on Jan. 29
at the Thrasher Horne Conference Center
in Orange Park. They will receive a $500
cash prize thanks to Kaplan Early Learn-
ing Co. and the Clay Electric Foundation.
“These two teachers are clearly leaders
and are so deserving of this award and
recognition,” said Joan Whitson, ELC of
North Florida’s outreach manager.
To learn more about the Early Learn-
ing Coalition of North Florida, go to
elcnorthflorida.org.

Photos provided by the Early Learning Coalition of North Florida

The Early Learning Coalition of North Florida
surprises Amy Finkley, 2021 Infant/Toddler
Teacher of the Year.

Marisol Buitrago, was named 2021 Preschool
Teacher of the Year.
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Tournament to benefit Betty Griffin Center

The Betty Griffin Center has announced its first pro-am golf
tournament to raise money for the organization. The Women’s
Care Peace at Home Pro-Am Golf Tournament is set for Oct.
23-24 at The Plantation at Ponte Vedra Beach.

“We are honored that Women’s Care has partnered with us as
our title sponsor,” said Betty Griffin Center CEO Kelly Frank-
lin. “Just like Women’s Care, our organization’s mission and
values are aligned with caring for the health and well-being of
women.”

Women’s Care CEO Alistair Madle agreed, noting that his
organization understands the urgent need for the comprehensive
services that the Betty Griffin Center provides to hundreds of
adults and children each year.

“Our specialty women’s health physician group has more
than 100 outpatient locations throughout Florida, and we’re
aware that one in four women have, are, or will experience do-
mestic violence in their lifetime,” Madle said. “We’re excited to
take part in this event to provide more funding for the nonprofit
agency to help victims of domestic and sexual violence.”

Betty Griffin Center Board members Dr. Tim Baird and Jayne
Evans are co-chairs for the event.

“Our goal for the tournament is to establish a first-tier pro-am
that will help fund the critical ongoing work of the Betty Griffin
Center,” Baird said.

Evans added that with the continued growth of St. Johns
County, the need is increasing for emergency safe shelter and
comprehensive services for victims of domestic violence and
sexual assault.

“In addition to Women’s Care as our title sponsor, we are
grateful to Brittany and Billy Horschel are the tournament’s
Healing and Hope sponsor,” Baird said. “We are also excited
that Billy Horschel, ranked number 30 in the world, is working

The Pros return
to Ponte Vedra Beach

Womens Care

PEACE AT HOME

PRO-AM TOURNAMENT
TO BENEFIT BETTY GRIFFIN CENTER

to accommodate our tournament in his schedule and lead our
tournament day clinic.”

Other sponsors include Douglas Elliman Real Estate of Ponte
Vedra Beach, Pearmid Property LLC and Preddy Law Firm.
Currently, eight high-level sponsorships remain, ranging from
$1,200 to $10,000, and other sponsorships, including hole spon-
sorships, which offer participation for a wide range of compa-
nies and individuals.

To learn more about sponsorship opportunities, contact info@
bettygriffincenter.org. Tournament details are available at bet-
tygriffincenter.org/2022golfproam.

The tournament kicks off at 5:30 p.m. Oct. 23, with a wel-
come cocktail reception, dinner, live auction and the announce-
ment of pairings of the foursomes with the professionals.

On tournament day, Oct. 24, will include registration and a
light breakfast at 8 a.m., followed by a clinic conducted by pro-
fessional players. Tee off is 10:15 a.m. The tournament will be
followed by a champions reception from 3 to 5 p.m. All events
occur at The Plantation at Ponte Vedra Beach, 101 Plantation
Drive.

The field is limited to 80 players, not including the 20 profes-
sionals.

Golfer registration will begin on Feb. 1 at bettygriffin.org.

March 2022

nts:nv: Yéuk SPACE TODAY.

Please call 904-285-8831 for more information - susaun@pontevedrarecorder.com

Area students
named to
academic lists

Several area students have been
named to lists at their respective col-
leges and universities noting their
academic success.

* Dominic Muraco of St. Augustine
was named to Montclair State Uni-
versity’s fall 2021 dean’s list. He is a
psychology major.

* Daniel Ritchie of St. Augustine has
been named to the director’s list at the
University of Alabama’s Early College
during the fall 2021 term. He currently
attends Florida Virtual School.

* Alex Whitehead of Ponte Vedra
Beach, Macy Dykes of St. Augustine
and William Brothers of St. Augustine
Beach have been named to the dean’s
list at Belmont University for the fall
2021 semester.

* Natalie Hanberry, sophomore,
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences;
Glenn Mandel, junior, College of
Health Professions; and Bailey Pattison,
senior, School of Business, all of Ponte
Vedra; and Kathryn Vanderlinde, senior,
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences,
of Jacksonville have been named to the
dean’s list for the fall 2021 semester at
Mercer University.

We will publish the
Annual Tournament Guide
March 3, 2022
Advertising Deadline

Feb. 17

2022
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Nease NJROTC qualifies for air rifle national championships

Nease High School’s NJROTC pro-
gram reached a new level in program
history this past weekend as its air rifle
team placed second at the NJROTC Area-
12 Air Rifle Championships in Anniston,
Alabama, where the top two schools
move on to national championships.

This achievement marks the first
time the air rifle team has made it to the
national championships. Nease’s vaunted
drill team — third at the 2021 national
championships; brain brawl team — third
at the 2021 national championships; and
orienteering team — competing in March
at the 2022 national championships, have
all qualified multiple times for making it
to nationals.

“I could not be more proud of the
cadets,” said naval science instructor and
air rifle coach Gunnery Sergeant Duane
Hanson. “This group put the time and ef-
fort in beginning in August and stayed the
course for the past five months.”

The four cadets making up the team
are senior Nick Bohanon and sophomores
Hailey Pitches (team captain), Gabriel
Mitchell and Chloe Westerlind. Wester-
lind was the team high shooter and placed
sixth overall in the championship sporter

Nease NJROTC's air rifle team receives their
second-place trophy at the Area-12 Cham-
pionships, Jan. 22 in Anniston, Alabama.
Pictured from left are Area-12 Manager
Johnathan Shaw, Chloe Westerlind, team
captain Hailey Pitches, Gunnery Sergeant
Duane Hanson, Gabriel Mitchell and Nicholas
Bohanon.

division.

Air rifle is an authorized NJROTC
activity that develops strong discipline,
attention to detail and unwavering com-
mitment in cadets. The Area-12 Air Rifle
Championship brought together the best

Contributed photos

Nease cadets Nicholas Bohanon, Gabriel Mitchell, Chloe Westerlind and Hailey Pitches fire
downrange from the kneeling position at the Area-12 Air Rifle Championships.

teams across the state of Georgia and
northern Florida to the competition. Dur-
ing competition, cadets shoot from three

positions: standing, kneeling and prone.

Bohanon said, “Qualifying for nation-
als always seemed out of reach. But the

underclassmen delivered big time in the
clutch.”

Nease will travel to the Civilian
Marksmanship Program Headquarters in
Alabama, Feb. 9-12, and compete against
the top programs from across the country.

Grace
Conservatory
expanding

in Nocatee
Town Center

After six years of serving more
than 3,000 Nocatee dancers, Grace
Conservatory of Dance will expand
to a state-of-the-art 6,000-square-
foot facility in the heart of Nocatee
Town Center.

Grace offers instruction to dancers
ages 2 to 18 in all dance genres,
including preprofessional ballet, hip
hop, tap, jazz, contemporary, acro,
performance company and more.

Opening in early 2023, this facil-
ity will feature a dance store, dancer
dressing room, parent lounge and
four bespoke dance studios.

Kristina Robison, owner and
director of Grace, said, “We are
thrilled to be able to further invest
in spreading the arts in this wonder-
ful community, and we are building
a world-class facility that will rival
those in NYC and LA in size and
professional specifications.”

To register for classes, go to
GraceConservatory.com. To view
the building progress, follow Grace
Conservatory on Facebook and

Instagram.

DEATH NOTICES

Beverly Allphin

Beverly Allphin, 93, of Ponte Vedra,
Florida, died Jan. 17, 2022. Ponte Vedra
Valley Funeral Home, Cremation Center
& Cemetery — 904-285-1130 — www.
pontevedravalley.com

Lian Ying Chen

Lian Ying Chen, 51, of Jacksonville,
Florida, died Jan. 20, 2022. Arrangements
by Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home &
Cremation Centre 904-249-1100 www.
quinn-shalz.com

Ronny Covert

Ronny Covert, 86, of Ponte Vedra,
Florida, died Jan. 21, 2022. Ponte Vedra
Valley Funeral Home, Cremation Center
& Cemetery — 904-285-1130 — www.
pontevedravalley.com

Dorothy Coy

Dorothy Coy, 102, of Ponte Vedra,
Florida, died Jan. 21, 2022. Ponte Vedra
Valley Funeral Home, Cremation Center
& Cemetery — 904-285-1130 — www.
pontevedravalley.com

Eugene Patrick Dagg

Eugene Patrick Dagg, 92, of Jack-
sonville, Florida, died Jan. 20, 2022.
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre 904-
249-1100 www.quinn-shalz.com

Wanda Lee Griffin
Wanda Lee Griffin, 78, of Jacksonville,

Florida, died Jan. 20, 2022. Arrangements
by Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home &
Cremation Centre 904-249-1100 www.
quinn-shalz.com

Edith Rosalie Helmich

Edith Rosalie Helmich, 82, of Jack-
sonville, Florida, died Jan. 14, 2022.
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre 904-
249-1100 www.quinn-shalz.com

Harriet Howe

Harriet Howe, 86, of Ponte Vedra
Beach, Florida, died Jan. 21, 2022. Ponte
Vedra Valley Funeral Home, Cremation
Center & Cemetery — 904-285-1130 —
www.pontevedravalley.com

Dolores C. Kelley

Dolores C. Kelley, 94, of Jacksonville,
Florida, died Jan. 14, 2022. Arrangements
by Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home &
Cremation Centre 904-249-1100 www.
quinn-shalz.com

Juan Carlos Argumedo Madrid

Juan Carlos Argumedo Madrid, 64,
of Santa Ana, El Salvador, died Jan. 11,
2022. Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz
Family Funeral Home & Cremation Cen-
tre 904-249-1100 www.quinn-shalz.com

Emma Miller

Emma Miller, 83, of Pinehurst, North
Carolina, died Jan. 21, 2022. Ponte Vedra
Valley Funeral Home, Cremation Center

& Cemetery — 904-285-1130 — www.
pontevedravalley.com

Harry Ouludsen

Harry Ouludsen, 71, of Ponte Vedra
Beach, Florida, died Jan. 20, 2022.
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre 904-
249-1100 www.quinn-shalz.com

Norma Iris Parrilla

Norma Iris Parrilla, 78, of Jacksonville,
Florida, died Jan. 9, 2022. Arrangements
by Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home &
Cremation Centre 904-249-1100 www.
quinn-shalz.com

Glenda Peters

Glenda Peters, 82, of Ponte Vedra,
Florida, died Jan. 20, 2022. Ponte Vedra
Valley Funeral Home, Cremation Center
& Cemetery — 904-285-1130 — www.
pontevedravalley.com

James Daniel Taylor

James Daniel Taylor, 80, of Jack-
sonville, Florida, died Jan. 11, 2022.
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre 904-
249-1100 www.quinn-shalz.com

Jerome Carol Wedergren

Jerome Carol Wedergren, 91, of Ponte
Vedra, Florida, died Jan. 20, 2022. Ar-
rangements by Quinn-Shalz Family
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre 904-
249-1100 www.quinn-shalz.com
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BOLD (@) o7y

DERMATOLOGY

Dr. Sarah Ferrer-Bruker and her business partner Dr. Bishr Al-
Dabagh are both board certified in their fields.

Dr. Sarah Ferrer-Bruker is surrounded by her Bold City
Dermatology staff.

Offering friendly expertise

Bold City Dermatology mixes experience, patient-first approach

There are three exam rooms at Bold City Dermatology’s
location at 316 Paseo Reyes Drive in St. Augustine.

By Anthony Richards

It has been less than a year since
Bold City Dermatology in St. Augustine
opened its doors, and Dr. Sarah Ferrer-
Bruker is reminded every day of the
relief and confidence she is providing her
patients.

She took the leap of faith to start her
own practice in April 2021 after much
consideration and having the full support
from her family.

“It was a very big change to go and
open my own practice with a partner, plus
in the middle of COVID,” Ferrer-Bruker
said. “I had been practicing for over five
years and had become proficient in what
works, and I knew what I wanted to do
and saw the things that [ wanted to im-
prove. I think in any professional’s life,
there is a point where you have to decide;
‘Do I double-down and do the best
where [’m at now, or do I try something
completely new and build something for
myself?’ It was really scary, actually.”

According to Ferrer-Bruker, her goal is
to have a place that patients understand
is modern and up to date with the current
advancements in the field, while offering
a warm and friendly atmosphere.

“Everything we do is completely
patient-centered,” Ferrer-Bruker said.

“I think that the patients can tell when a
practice is owned by a physician versus
being owned by a big corporation. I think
that’s what sets us apart.”

She is double board certified in both in-
ternal medicine and dermatology, which
is not something that comes lightly and
without years of work and preparation.

The process includes going through
four years of college, four years of
medical school, and a four-year residency
period.

“Somebody who is a board-certified
physician in a specific specialty means
that they have sacrificed a lot in order
to be able to take care of you,” Ferrer-
Bruker said.

Her business partner, Dr. Bishr Al-Da-
bagh, is also a board-certified dermatolo-
gist and fellowship-trained dermatologic
surgeon specializing Mohs micrographic
surgery, which is a procedure designed to
remove cancerous skin tissue.

“He provides just another level of
trusted expertise,” Ferrer-Bruker said.

Throughout her years in the field, she
has seen the importance of surrounding
oneself with the right hardworking and
dedicated people, as well as having the
support from the home front.

“I do not know how I lucked out,”
Ferrer Bruker said with a big smile. “We
have an entire team of people that make it
possible.”

Bold City Dermatology is located at
316 Paseo Reyes Drive in St. Augustine
and currently has three exam rooms. The
staff consists of three medical assistants,
two front desk staff, an office manager

and an off-site director of operations.

In less than a year, the practice already
has more than 2,500 patients and contin-
ues an upward trajectory.

However, with growth also comes
the need for office space to manage that
increasing number.

“We are busting at the seams, and
I would really like to have a bigger
space,” Ferrer-Bruker said. “My goal is
to continue growing my patient base and
eventually get into a larger office.”

Ferrer-Bruker also likes to give back to
the career path she has chosen by training
dermatology residents from Orange Park

“REMIER
DENTAL

FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS i 3!

Medical Center six months a year.

Some of the services provided include
total body skin checks, treatment of
skin cancer cells, whether it requires a
non-invasive approach or surgery, and
cosmetics.

She takes pride that her practice wel-
comes patients of any age or skin type,
which Ferrer-Bruker stated is not always
the case with some outfits.

“I call it clan medicine, because I’1l
take care of you, your kids and their
grandparents,” Ferrer-Bruker said.
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Groover promoted to Baptist Health senior vice
president, system chief medical officer

Bringing
extensive clini-
cal and leader-
ship experience,
Timothy G.
Groover MD has
been promoted
to senior vice
president and
system chief
medical officer
of Baptist Health in Northeast Florida.

In this senior-most physician role,
Groover will lead the Baptist Health
system medical staff, overseeing the full
scope of physician practice across the
health system.

Timothy G. Groover MD

Reporting to Michael A. Mayo, Baptist
Health president and chief executive
officer, Groover will use data-driven best
practices to enhance clinical, operational
and service excellence, as well as identify
and eliminate health care disparities.

“Dr. Groover brings a unique type of
leadership, which I feel is essential to
develop our medical staff, accelerate our
drive for clinical quality and innovation,
and promote health care equity,” said
Mayo. “He has ably served as interim
chief medical officer and his depth and
breadth of experience makes him the
natural choice for this important role.”

Since joining Baptist Health as an
anesthesiologist 26 years ago, Groover

has held numerous leadership positions
and was named a Baptist Health board
member in 2014.

Most recently, he served as the presi-
dent of physician alignment. Prior to that
he was senior vice president and chief
medical officer of the Baptist Physician
Partners clinically integrated network. He
also previously served as chief of staff of
Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville.

“I am thrilled to take on this role at
such a pivotal time, and I look forward
to soon naming chief medical officers for
our two largest hospitals and coordinat-
ing a new physician leadership structure,’
said Groover. “Physicians are the key to
the advancement of our strategies as a

bl

health system.”

Groover is a certified physician execu-
tive, diplomate of the American Board of
Anesthesiology, a fellow of the American
College of Healthcare Executives and
a member of the Physician Executives
Forum.

He currently serves on the Board of
Directors for the Duval County Medical
Society, The KIPP School, Coastal Com-
munity Health and the Greater Refuge
Temple. He holds a master’s degree in
business administration from the Univer-
sity of Tennessee and his medical degree
from the Miller School of Medicine at the
University of Miami.

O-Ku restaurant to open in Jacksonville Beach

The Indigo Road Hospitality Group,
an award-winning hospitality team based
in Charleston, South Carolina, has an-
nounced its newest restaurant location
set to open in Jacksonville Beach in early
2022. This will be the first restaurant
by the group to open in Florida and the
seventh O-Ku location.

The menu will provide a fresh and
innovative take on traditional Japanese
sushi and cuisine. The modern O-Ku
restaurants offer rare and unique dining
options with sashimi and specialty rolls,
sourcing seafood from the finest fish
markets in Tokyo and Hawaii, alongside
well-known local fisheries and local
purveyors.

0O-Ku Jacksonville Beach, located at
502 First St. North, is across from the
pier and is among a few select restaurants
at the Beaches to offer ocean views, and
the especially coveted rooftop dining and
bar.

“Once we visited Jax Beach, it immedi-
ately felt like home for O-Ku,” said Steve
Palmer, Indigo Road Hospitality Group
founder. “We are always looking for

vibrant coastal communities to plant roots
in, and what could be better than fresh su-
shi among a beautiful beach view? This is
a wonderful community with welcoming

neighbors, and we are looking forward to
joining the growing culinary scene here.”

Palmer is not new to the Florida
hospitality scene. Prior to forming The
Indigo Road in 2009, Palmer served as
vice president of food and beverage for
the Ginn Clubs and Resorts, where he
managed 11 properties in the Southeast
and the Caribbean. Much of his time was
spent at the varied properties, where he
grew an appreciation for Florida living
and hospitality.

The Indigo Road was welcomed to the
area by Trevato Development Group,
owner of the prime 502 First Street loca-
tion.

“This stretch of First Street North is
home to our headquarters located in the
former J. Johnson Gallery,” said Katelyn
Taylor, head of operations of Trevato
Development Group. “We are excited
to have O-Ku, a restaurant with a strong
reputation throughout the Southeast, as a

neighbor. Their opening coinciding with
the completion of The Gallery’s rooftop
event space will make this block of Jack-
sonville Beach a destination.”

The O-Ku space will be open for din-
ner and cocktails initially, with lunch

Contributed photo
0-Ku Jacksonville Beach’s menu will offer a fresh and innovative take on traditional Japanese
sushi and cuisine.

hours to follow in early spring. The
restaurant is about 4,400 square feet and
can seat up to 165 guests.

The menu will feature traditional O-Ku
signature items with a balance of locally
inspired chef specials.

Southern Grounds franchise program to include 125 Locations

With three successful independently
owned locations already established in
Northeast Florida, Southern Grounds has
announced plans to offer franchise oppor-
tunities in 12 Southern states beginning
in February.

Initial territory for franchises will be in
Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Virginia, Texas, Louisiana, Maryland,
Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama, Missis-
sippi and select markets in Florida.

Recent expansion of the popular coffee
house also includes a licensing agreement

with HMSHOST, the world’s largest con-
cessionaire and the Jacksonville Aviation
Authority.

“We are looking for experienced multi-
unit franchise partners with a track record
of success and proven independents who
want to diversify their portfolio with a
successful concept,” said Mark Janasik,
Southern Grounds & Co. CEO. “We
want to open 125 units in the Southeast
in the next 10 years but still ensure each
location feels like a collection of cu-
rated coffee houses with individuality,

neighborhood feel and unparalleled guest
experience.”

With a belief that restaurants are key
to a community’s vibrancy, economic de-
velopment and social infrastructure, “We
feel there is no better time than now to
launch our new modern coffee house as a
franchise and community model to other
aspiring restaurateurs,” Janasik said.
“Each Southern Grounds location will be
a unique reflection of the neighborhood
in which it is located.”

Underlying the success of Southern

Grounds is the belief that a great cup of
coffee can connect people, start conversa-
tions and create a community hub by pro-
viding a relaxing environment to gather
together and enjoy great food.

More than just a coffee shop, Southern
Grounds believes it is a lifestyle brand
committed to providing guests a home
away from home with a seasonal ap-
proach to food and drink offerings.

Southern Grounds will be opening its
first airport location at Jacksonville Inter-
national Airport Jan. 28.
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REVIEW

Alhambra debuts Broadway

favorite ‘Guy

“Guys and Dolls” runs at The Alhambra Theatre & Dining through Feb. 13.

By Jennifer Logue

The new year was off to a fun and
memorable start at The Alhambra Theatre
and Dining, as the Jacksonville dinner
theater debuted its production of “Guys
and Dolls” last week.

Perhaps it’s no surprise that the musical
is one of Broadway’s most beloved and
enduring hits since the show itself is a
musical love letter to Broadway — or the
Broadway of the 1930s and *40s immor-
talized in Damon Runyon’s short stories
populated by two-bit gangsters and color-
ful chorus girls. And with equally color-
ful sets and a talented cast, The Alhambra
production brings Runyon’s world to life.

With a score by Frank Loesser and a
book by Jo Swerling and Abe Burrows,
“Guys and Dolls” centers on two improb-

able love stories. Small-time gambler
Nathan Detroit is trying to find a location
for his floating crap game while fending
off heavy-handed hints from his long-
suffering fiancée, Adelaide, that after 14
years of being engaged, it’s time to tie
the knot. Enter Sky Masterson, a high-
stakes gambler looking for action. Sky
could easily provide Nathan the $1,000
he needs to secure a location for the crap
game — but agrees to do so only if Nathan
wins a bet. The wager: Ladies man Sky
has 24 hours to take a “doll” of Nathan’s
choosing to Havana.

What Sky doesn’t count on is Nathan
selecting Sarah Brown, a sergeant in the
Salvation Army’s Save-a-Soul Broadway
mission. What transpires is a madcap
mix-up as Sky does romantic and spiri-
tual battle with Sarah, who is tempted

by the opportunity to save sinners, the
mission and her calling.

“Guys and Dolls” is one of those rare
Broadway musicals where virtually every
song is a hit, and The Alhambra cast
does a wonderful job of delivering on the
superb score. As Sky Masterson, Melvin
Nash brings just the right combination
of suave sophistication and vocal talent
to deliver on such classics as “Luck Be
a Lady” and “T’ve Never Been in Love
Before.” And he enjoys strong chemis-
try with Hailey Hendrickson as Sarah
Brown. A late replacement in the lead
role due to illness, Hendrickson’s lilting
soprano and youthful exuberance are a
breath of fresh air in a part that too often
is played as stern and unforgiving. As
Nicely-Nicely Johnson, Travis Young is
a standout on numbers such as “Fugue

s and Dolls’

Photos courtesy of The Alhambra
Husband-and-wife actors John and Katie Nettle star in The Alhambra’s production of “Guys and
Dolls.” John Nettle is the drama teacher at Ponte Vedra High School.

for Tinhorns,” “Guys and Dolls” and the
showstopping “Sit Down You’re Rockin’
the Boat.”

A special hometown highlight of this
production are husband-and-wife actors
Jason and Katie Nettle in the central roles
of Nathan and Adelaide. A former Alham-
bra stage manager and current drama
teacher at Ponte Vedra High School, Ja-
son humorously conveys Nathan’s inner
battle between his love for Adelaide and
his fear of settling down. As Adelaide,
Katie delivers on such comic musical
numbers as “Take Back Your Mink”
while conveying sincere disappointment
at her state of perpetual engagement on
“Adelaide’s Lament.”

“Guys and Dolls” runs through Feb. 13
at The Alhambra Theatre and Dining.
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Local author tells story of woman’s struggle to escape abusive marriage

Novel takes readers
to Paris, Switzerland,
St. Augustine

By Shaun Ryan

After years of traveling around the
world and observing people in a variety
of cultures, Tammy L. Harrow had accu-
mulated material aplenty before penning
her first novel, a work of contemporary
fiction titled “All the Salt in the Sea.”

The book, published Jan. 11, is the
story of Abby West who discovers that
her powerful, well-connected husband
has been keeping a secret. Abby flees
to Europe, where she meets a former
American soldier-turned-photographer
and begins to dream of a new life. But
first, she must return to St. Augustine to
settle with her husband. And, according
to the novel’s blurb, “what awaits may
very well destroy her.”

Though Harrow had extensive experi-
ence as a blogger, journalist and writer
of nonfiction, this foray into the world of
fiction proved to be no small challenge.

Without a plan, she began by simply
jotting stuff down. Soon, she realized she
needed some structure, and she began a

laborious process of daily writing and
revising.

It took about 10 years for her to com-
plete the novel, though she would set it
aside at various times during that period.
The most intensive period of writing
lasted about a year. In the end, the book
ran 306 pages.

Her hard work paid off when she
signed a contract with Red Adept Pub-
lishing.

Reviews have been good, though
Harrow admits that she tries — unsuccess-
fully, as it turns out — not to read them.

Amazon calls “All the Salt in the Sea”
a “sweeping novel that takes the reader
from a malfunctioning coach on an Ital-
ian mountain top to Paris to Switzerland
and to Saint Augustine, Florida. Full of
heartbreak and longing, and romance, but
also tinged with the distressing truth of
how difficult it is to leave a relationship
after abuse.”

The settings may have been the easy
part for Harrow. She had her travel
journals to draw from for the European
sequences, and as a resident of St. Augus-
tine, she was able to incorporate familiar
local surroundings into the American
portions.

But how does one go from collecting
experiences to fitting them into a story?

“I’ve always been drawn to stories

SHOW OPENS THIS FRIDAY!

By Jeffrey HatchIR/

Directed by Cindy Alexander

Jan 28, 29; Feb 4,5 at7:30pm ¢ Jan 30; Feb 6 at 2pm
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102 MLKing Avenue, St. Augustine
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of women that are kind of trapped in
marriages for different reasons,” she
explained. “And so many of my friends
and people I know on social media
would love to be able to solo travel. So I
just kind of put the two ideas together. I
thought, you know, what if a woman that
has a controlling husband really wanted
to get out of there? That’s kind of how it
was born.”

The characters in her novel are prod-
ucts of the little quirks of people she has
observed.

“You know, you sit and you people-
watch, but you can also sit and people-
listen,” she said. “The antagonist was the
best person to write. He’s just this terrible
human, controlling and wealthy and just a
little bit psycho.”

Harrow lives on St. George Street,
and it’s not hard to see how life in the
quaint, historic center of the Nation’s
Oldest City, where horse-drawn carriages
occasionally clip-clop past the front door,
would inspire a writer.

Though she has visited so many excit-
ing and exotic locals around the world,
she called St. Augustine “the best place
on Earth.”

“There’s still no place I"d rather live,”
she said.

She and her husband make their home
with “two freeloading cats and one dis-
obedient dog.” Her three children have all

Contributed photo
Tammy L. Harrow of St. Augustine has pub-
lished her first novel, “All the Salt in the Sea.”

grown and gone on to their own lives.
Harrow has two more books in the
works: a second novel and a travel mem-
oir. She hasn’t scheduled any book-sign-
ings yet, though she’s working on that.
She would like to speak to book clubs,
either in person or via Zoom. Clubs that
would like to book her can inquire by
email at tammyharrow(@gmail.com.
“All the Salt in the Sea” is available
at all the places books are sold online.
In addition, brick-and-mortar bookstores
can order it for customers. Harrow also
mentioned bookshop.org, which can send
books to local bookstores when ordered.
For further information, go to tammy-
harrow.com.

Painters invited to apply for solo
exhibitions Lightner Museum

With support from the Benjamin and
Jean Troemel Arts Foundation, the Light-
ner Museum announces the second year
of Lightner Local. Created to showcase
the talents of artists who live in the
Northeast and Central Florida regions,
four artists will be awarded solo exhibi-
tions at the museum.

Painters in Northeast and Central
Florida are invited to apply for the exhi-
bitions to be displayed in the museum’s
East Room Gallery. The gallery space
includes approximately 90 feet of linear
wall space for hanging artwork.

The Lightner will host four separate
exhibitions, one each in April, July, Au-
gust and October. Each exhibition will be
on display for approximately six weeks.

Selected artists will receive the follow-
ing:

* In-person solo exhibition at the
Lightner Museum in the East Room
Gallery

¢ Promotion via the museum’s website,
lightnermuseum.org

* Press outreach

 Social media outreach

 Exhibition opening during First
Friday Art Walk

* $1,000 honorarium

Lightner Museum staff will work
directly with the selected artists to pro-
duce the exhibitions and will promote it
through print and online media. Artists
who submit a proposal may also be con-
sidered for future opportunities with the
Lightner Museum, such as art fairs, group
shows and online solo shows. Submission
deadline is March 1.

Applications
Artists should send the following:
* five images of recent work
* Image list — including title, dimen-
sions, medium and date for each
work
 Exhibition title
 Exhibition proposal — 500 words or
less
* Artist statement — 500 words or less
* Artist bio — 500 words or less
» Contact details
Do not send actual artwork.
Applications should be emailed to:
lightnerlocal @lightnermuseum.org
The Lightner Museum is located at 75
King St, St. Augustine.
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Commanding victory

Panthers crush Senators by 58 points

By Anthony Richards

The Nease girls basketball squad has
had several convincing victories this
season, but nothing quite like its 65-7 win
over visiting Fletcher Jan. 20.

The 58-point difference was the Pan-
thers’ largest margin of victory on the
year, and the seventh time they have won
by 30 points or more, including their last
three contests.

It is safe to say that the Panthers are
clicking in all phases of the game, and it
could not be coming at a better time here
at the end of the season.

“It’s a really great environment to be
playing in right now,” Nease junior guard
Cami Robinson said. “To have everyone
on the bench being super hyped and hav-
ing almost everyone score really helps
bring it all together.”

All the reserve players saw extensive
minutes during the game because of the
blowout.

As a result, every player for Nease
scored a point on the night, which shows
the depth that the Panthers have on their
roster.

“It’s great to see because they’ve
improved so much since the beginning of
the year,” Robinson said. “They have so
much more confidence.”

That playing time may prove to be

valuable for them in the future, especially
if they are called upon to contribute in the
postseason.

When the reserve players would score
it brought the starters to their feet over on
the bench as they continually let out roars
and cheered on the effort.

“I think our team chemistry has really
improved,” Robinson said. “We obvious-
ly know our plays, but even when we’re
just freestyling out there, we’re more
about each other than we did early in the
season, which makes it a lot easier.”

Watching the Panthers play can bring
a smile to your face, because they truly
look like they are having fun on the court
while maintaining a level of intensity.

One of the trademarks of the Panthers
is to start the game playing full-court
pressure defense, which helped Nease
jump out to a 24-2 lead at the end of the
first quarter and 41-4 at halftime.

“We like to come out fast,” Robinson
said. “Our offense definitely feeds off of
our defense.”

Sydney Gomes led the way with 14
points, while Robinson and Alli Fifield
were not far behind with 13 and 11
points, respectively.

Sophomore Ella Harrison had a pro-
ductive night as well with eight points.

Cami Robinson of Nease drives to the basket against Fletcher Jan. 20.

Photos by Anthony Richards

Alli Fifield and Sydney Gomes work together to trap Fletcher guard Lavin Savage as part of the

Panthers’ full-court press.
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THEME: SUPER BOWL

ACROSS

1. Shout from a ship?

5. Shout from the bleachers

8. anddon'ts

11. Infamous Henry's number
12.One with COVID, e.g.

13. Fighter jet button

15. Resting stops

16. Not guilty, eg.

17.0ne of Singapore’s official
languages

18. *Home of last year's Super
Bowl winners

20. Armor chest plate
21.*Given name of 2011 Super
Bowl MVP

22. African grazer

23. Greek woodland deities
26.Ramones'hit“lWannaBe ___
30. Big fuss

31. Like certain Chili Peppers (2
words)

34. Cattle call goal

35. Scatterbrained
37.Bonehead

38.In a different direction

39. Jeté in ballet

40. More so than eggy

42. Conducted

43. Christmas firewood (2 words)
45. Annotator and commentator
47. Soda-pop container

48. Unpleasant and offensive
50. SWAT attack, eg.

52.*Super Bowl I and Il winning
coach

55. Pertaining to a pope

56. Cain’s unfortunate brother
57.Gives a hand

59. Anoint

60. Bébé's mother

61. Season to be jolly

62. *Most Super Bow! wins by one
team

63. Snoop

64. Carhop’s load

DOWN

1. *Roman number of this year's
Super Bowl

2."___ Misbehavin”

3. Santa Maria's traveling partner
4. Despair in the face of obstacles
5."The Hobbit" hobbit
6."Caribbean Queen”singer

7. Colloquial approval

8. Cold cuts counter

9. South American tubers

10. Pig's digs

12.Not dense

13. Make corrections

14. *Florida team with no Super
Bowl appearances

19. Return punch
22.Comeand ____it

23. Lamentably

24. Bye, to Edith Piaf

25. Bottom line

CRUISE & TOUR

GRAND ALASKAN

12 days, departs May - Sep 2022

VR

Val

1-855-208-9533

26.%2022 Super Bowl stadium
27. Upholstery choice

28. *Archie to Super Bowl MVPs
Peyton and Eli

29. Exploits

32. *Super Bowl Halftime show
Snoops's “last name”

33. Hardly a beauty

36. *Like some teams

38. Oenophile’s concern

40. Many, many moons

41. Empower

44. Big Dipper’s visible shape
46. Oppressive ruler

48.0n the wagon

49. Nail salon board

50. Feminine of raja

51. Mt. Everest to Earth

52. Aladdin’s light

53. Christian of fashion

54. Result of a brainstorm

55. Rudolf Nureyev's step

58. Stallone’s nickname

=~ i o
FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

2 3
819 1 6
4 | 7 8
1 4|9 3
2 5
S 117 4
3 918
O 2 118
1 6

© StatePoint Media

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

First Coast Amateur regular
finally claims top prlze

Ty Gingerich has played in the Jack-
sonville Area Golf Association’s First
Coast Amateur every year since its
inaugural event in 2017 and will finally
have his named etched on the trophy as
the 2022 champion.

He made it a point to return every year,
since he first showed up to compete as a
16-year-old.

Now, 21, the Indiana native’s persis-
tence paid off with a two-shot victory at
the Tom Watson-designed Conservatory
course at Hammock Beach Golf Resort
and Spa in Palm Coast Jan. 18.

Going into the final round, Gingerich
(69-74) found himself tied for fifth, six
shots back of leader Troy Vannucci (66-
71) of Marlton, New Jersey.

However, Gingerich closed by shoot-
ing 69, which proved to be the best score
on a very windy and brisk day in Flagler
County.

The University of Cincinnati redshirt
sophomore finished with a 4-under-par
212 total to outlast Florida Southern’s
Sam Rogers, who also closed with a 69.

Rogers’ performance allowed him to
move 11 spots up the leaderboard and
take runner-up honors at 214.

Vannucci was cruising through two
rounds (66-71) and held a four-shot
advantage as the final round began. But
the tables turned on the 29-year-old, as he
recorded a 79 over the 7,081-yard layout,
dropping him to fourth place.

Photo provided by Jacksonville Area Golf Association
First Coast Amateur.jpg: Ty Gingerich of
Indiana won the 2022 JAGA First Coast
Amateur Championship Jan. 18.

His downfall came during a seven-hole
stretch in the middle of the round which
he played 8-over par.

With Vannucci going backwards, the
eventual champion carded a 33 on the
front side to take command.

Two groups ahead of Gingerich was
Rogers, who matched his outward 33.
Bogeys by Rogers on Nos. 13 and 14
proved to be the difference.

American Golf Industry Coalition to
address sport’s collective priorities

The organization formerly known as
“We Are Golf” announced Jan. 24 that
it has rebranded as the American Golf
Industry Coalition.

The coalition will represent a partner-
ship among golf’s leading organizations
and is committed to addressing the collec-
tive interests of the industry.

A primary area of focus centers around
helping to facilitate the industry’s diver-
sity, equity and inclusion initiative, known
as “Make Golf Your Thing.”

Through those efforts, the coalition also
will provide support to the six cross-
industry work groups dedicated to making
golf accessible to all (education and skill
development, talent acquisition, procure-
ment, human resources, youth and adult
player development and marketing/com-
munications).

Additionally, the coalition contributes to
advocacy efforts for legislative and regula-
tory issues of importance to the industry.

“The golf industry is comprised of more
than two million people who wake up
every day giving their all to a game that is
growing and evolving,” said Rhett Evans,
Chairman of the American Golf Industry

Coalition Executive Leadership Commit-
tee and CEO of Golf Course Superinten-
dents Association of America. “I am proud
of the platform and vision the newly-
branded coalition provides for addressing
golf’s collective issues on behalf of the
industry it represents.”

For more than a dozen years since its
founding, the American Golf Industry
Coalition has become a banner under
which golf’s collective priorities can be
addressed.

The coalition assembles industry repre-
sentatives annually in Washington, D.C.,
to meet with elected officials and advocate
on behalf of golf’s $84 billion economy,
$4 billion charitable impact and two mil-
lion jobs throughout the U.S.

The group also works to amplify tan-
gible examples of key initiatives at both
the grassroots and industry workforce
level and advocate in support of issues
that impact the industry at the state and
federal levels.

The American Golf Industry Coalition
is a division of the World Golf Founda-
tion. To learn more, go to www.golfcoali-
tion.org.
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EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted
Full Time

CLASSFIEDS

SENIOR ACCOUNTANT
Osteen Media Group in Jackson-
ville, Florida, is seeking a Senior
Accountant to work out of our
Fleming Island office.

Pay range: $50,000 to $65,000
based on experience.

Osteen Media Group owns and
operates three established weekly
newspapers, web sites and their
numerous associated publications
and promotions (monthly, quarterly
and annual magazines, special
sections, contests, events, etc) in
Fleming Island, Fla.; Ponte Vedra,
Fla., and Las Cruces, New Mexico.
This position is based in the
Jacksonville area, with occasional
travel to New Mexico.

We are a small, privately owned
media company that specializes in
producing trusted, reliable, award-
winning community journalism and
advertising/marketing solutions for
our wide range of readers and
advertisers, both in print and
online.

We are a team-oriented company
(85 employees) with highly experi-
enced publishers and experienced,
versatile personnel at each of our
three locations.

Experience Required:

- BA in Finance, Accounting or
equivalent

- 3 or more years of progressive
accounting experience

- Supervisory experience a plus

- Advanced Quickbooks Online
experience

- CRM  media
experience a plus
- Excellent interpersonal skills

- Report directly to ownership
team on a daily basis

- Work with experienced, industry

sales system

specific  CPA firm to develop,
implement & maintain financial
controls & guidelines.

- Ability to solve problems, analyze
data, produce reports & implement

change
- Communicate & explain account-
ing, cost control & evolving

financial guidance to the manage-
ment team.
- Perform complex accounting

duties, including month-end close,
G/L maintenance, variance analy-|
sis, journal entries, payroll and|
account reconciliations.

- Strong Excel skills

- Ability to work independently,
prioritize, organize, and coordinate
assignments and responsibilities of
self and staff

The position is office-based in
Fleming Island, but allows for
flexible hybrid work solutions after
successful 6 months. Employment
with Osteen Media Group is at-
will and nothing in this Job
Description should be interpre-ted
or construed to alter the at-will
employment relationship.

This Job Description includes the
essential job functions required to
perform the job described above,
as well as additional duties and
responsibilities. This Job Descrip-
tion is not an exhaustive list of all
functions that the employee per-
forming this job may be required to
perform. The Company reserves
the right to revise the Job
Description at any time, and to
require the employee to perform
functions in addition to those listed
above.

Background check & references
required.

Benefits include:

401K match after 1 year
Health insurance

Dental, life, vision & disability
available
Send resumes to:graham

@osteenmediagroup.com
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State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

Business & Worship Directory

1.5x 2 $55.00/month

1.5x4 $96.52/month
1.5x6$149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

004-285-88

CALL APRIL SNYDER
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* LEGAL
(- NOTICES

Legal Notice

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2022,
The Ponte Vedra Recorder meets
the requirements from the State of
Florida to place legal notices
according to Public Notice Criteria
House Bill 35 for Newspapers.
To place your legal notice, please
contact April Snyder at
april@pontevedrarecorder.com or
by phone at 904-285-8831 x1204.

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
866-643-0438

FREE A $695 Value!

Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

7-Year Extended Warranty*

Financial
Service

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Time-
share  Cancellation  Experts.
Over$50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get
freeinformational package and learn
how to get rid of your timeshare!
Freeconsultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. Call 844-405-1099

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills.
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE
debt relief quote:

Call 1-877-316-7129

GENERAC
e |

GENERAC'

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer.
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Leaf@Filter

e~ CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE
CALL US TODAY FOR
Q AFREEESTIVATE BREEEE AL
% % %
150+ = 100 OFF
TGN O T

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

installed gutter guard system in America.” Manuf
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658

License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-

| Promo Number: 285

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. *Offer valid at time of estimate only 2The leading

consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the *#1 rated professionally

actured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative

5501 License# 7656 Licenseff 50145 Licensed 41354 License# 99338 Licensedt

128344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603 233977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNWE22jZ
/17 Nassau HIC License HO1067000 176447 HIC.0649905

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

127229 127230 366920918 PC6475 IR731804 1 Registra-
tiond# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990 Registration#
H-19114
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TRANSPORTATION

Health Service/
Medical

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease
are leading causes of death, accord-
ing to the American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can provide peace of
mind or early detection! Contact Life
Line Screening to schedule your
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings
for just $149. Call 1-855-708-0597

Life Alert. One press of a button sends
help FAST, 24/7! At home and on the
go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
877-354-1492 FREE Brochure.

Autos For Sale

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VAN
FOR SALE w/ POWER RAMP
2007 Dodge Caravan - very good
condition - dark blue - 163,500 mi.
Power seats, windows & steering.
Cold A/C, sunroof & rack on roof.
REDUCED TO $8,000 OBO
Call Mary @ 904-686-1625
Local in Ponte Vedra

" RENTALS

N
=157 "

Tax Service

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get
Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call
1-855-908-2440Monday through Fri-
day 7AM-5PM PST

MERCHANDISE
f‘

Medical Supplies

Stay in your home longer withan
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1,500 off, including
afree toilet, and a lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation! Call us
at1-877-583-3563 or visit www.walki
ntubquote.com/cpf

Computers
& Equipment

Commercial Rentals

OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE
The St. Johns County Chamber of
Commerce has unfurnished office
space available for sublease at its
Ponte Vedra location, 200 Solana
Rd., Suite B. This approximately 300
square-foot, private space has its
own entrance off the parking lot.

Please contact

Aimee Stafford, 904-687-2051 or

aimee.stafford@sjcchamber.com

for more information.

Schools /
Instructional

Attention Active Duty & Military
Veterans! Begin a new career and earn
your Degree at CTI! Online Computer
& Medical training available for
Veterans & Families! To learn more,
call 844-545-4568

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON
SITE provides FREE diagnosis RE-
MOTELY 24/7 SERVICE DURING
COVIDI19. No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon 86407! Restric-
tions apply. 1-855-993-4172)

Donate your car, truck or van.
Help veterans find jobs or start a
business. Call Patriotic Hearts
Foundation. Fast, FREE pick-up.
Max tax-deduction. Operators are
standing by! Call 1-833-909-0926

Dinectory

To advertise

call April

(904) 285-8831

Y aEn©

» . Lord of Life ||
] Lutheran Church |{|}
Worship service held in an open-air building | L X1

A simple place for reflection, surrounded by nature.

Come as you are. All are welcome — even dogs. il H
Sundays at 9:45 a.m. 3

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach M 'l i
(904) 285-5347 « www.LordofLifePVB.org ,'

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

FRIDAY 5PM 904-285-7232

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. Your
donation helps fund the search for
missing children. Accepting Trucks,
Motorcycles & RV's too! Fast Free
Pickup -Running or Not -24 Hour
Response- Maximum Tax Donation -
Call (888) 515-3443

The Generac PWR cell, a solar plus
battery storagesystem. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outagesand power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down FinancingOption.
Request a FREE, no obligation,
quote today. Call 1-855-706-0484

LIKE AJOB? BBB A+Rated, HUD-
Approved NonProfit offeringHardshi
p/Pandemic-related Loss Assistance
for Credit Card & MortgagePay-
ments. Free Confidential Consulta-
tion. 561-472-8000 Debthelper.com

(Luchando con la deuda fiscal?
iResuelve su factura de impuestos
ahora! Detener las acciones de colec-
cién negativas. Negociar pagos men-
suales asequibles. Llame a United Tax
Fix 1-855-620-9258

GENERAC Standby Generators. The
weather is increasingly unpredictable.
Be prepared for power outages. FREE
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-855-708-4101.
Special financing for qualified cus-
tomers.

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Call for Free
Author's Guide 1-844-218-1247.
http://dorranceinfo.com/florida

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
844-721-1875 or visit www.Life55plus
.info/flma

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of  CALL
1-855-972-5518

GET UNLIMITED ACCESS TO
AMERICA'S BEST SHOPPING CLUB
AND CLAIM YOUR FREE $50
TARGET OR WALMART GIFT CARD
TODAY.

OFFER ONLY AVAILABLE TO THE
FIRST 500 CALLERS OF THIS AD!
CALL TODAY, DONT DELAY! CALL
800-207-6290.

ASK ABOUT HOW YOU CAN GET A
FREE $50 TARGET OR WALMART
GIFT CARD THAT YOU CAN USE
TODAY WITH YOUR SHOPPING
CLUB!

LIMITED OFFER. DONT WAIT, CALL
800-207-6290 NOW.
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