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Send us your news

We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. Email submissions to
pvrecorder@opcfla.com or bring them by our office at 1102 A1AN.,,
Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach. Submissions may be published in the
paper, on our website or on our social media platforms.

Visit our website at www.pontevedrarecorder.com

You
Tube

Find the Recorder on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Also, check out the Ponte Vedra
Recorder channel on YouTube.

L

Find us on Twitter
@PonteVedraNews
and on Instagram

@pvrecorder

NOTE TO READERS

Weekly newsletter: The Recorder offers a weekly newsletter every Monday that
outlines some of the top stories of the week, as well as providing access to our
E-Edition and Entertainment EXTRA! To get the newsletter emailed for free, email

don@opcfla.com. We'll add you to the list.

ADOPT A PET

CAT OF THE
WEEK

Hello, my name
is Nova. lam

a 2-year-old
female domestic |
shorthair.lam
shy at first, but

I do love to be
hugged and
cuddled.lam
looking for a
family that can
show me atten-
tion and love
me just as much as | will love them. Come in to
the Pet Center for a meet-and-greet with me. You
will see why I'd be a great fit! #57495

DOG OF THE
WEEK
Hi there. My name
is Sasha and I am
a 5-year-old fe-
male, spayed, lab/
terrier mix. | like
long walks and
curling up next to
you as you read a
good book. Older
| children are great
| — aslong as they
have their own
books. A quiet home is what | need, where | can be
queen of my castle with no other pets to compete
with. Come on in to the Pet Center and see just
how compatible we can be. #57460

Any new pet being introduced to a new home will need time to adjust to its new environment. Please rein-
force house training and behavioral training, and be mindful of interacting with other pets.

St. Johns County Pet Center

Cat adoptions are $30 for males and $40 for females. Dog adoptions are $45 for males and $60 for females.
Adoption fees include microchipping, neutering/spaying, rabies vaccinations and shots. The Pet Center is
located at 130 N. Stratton Road in St. Augustine, off US. T between County Road 210 and International Golf
Parkway. Business hours are Tuesday through Friday 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Saturday 9 am. to 4 p.m. The
center is closed to the public on Sunday. On Monday, the office is open by appointment only to claim a lost
pet. For more information, please call the St. Johns County Pet Center at (904) 209-6190.

COVID-19 vaccination appointments open
to additional populations

Issued on March 1, State of Florida Execu-
tive Order 21-47 made the COVID-19 vaccine
available to K-12 school employees who are 50
years of age and older, sworn law enforcement
officers who are 50 years of age and older and
firefighters who are 50 years of age and older.

Individuals within those professions who
are interested in receiving the COVID-19
vaccine may preregister for an appointment

by going to https://sjcvaccineappointment.
sjcfl.us. Those who preregister will receive an
automated phone call from (904) 295-3711
with an assigned appointment date and time.
Individuals who choose to decline the appoint-
ment will remain preregistered, and will receive
a subsequent phone call with an alternative
appointment.

Upon arrival at the vaccination site, appoint-
ment holders will be required to provide date of
birth, proof of Florida residency and, if under
65 year of age, proof of employment as a K-12

BRIEFS continues on Page 3
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Solutions correspond to last week’s puzzles.

M Spring Zoo Camp
registration now open!

Register today at
jacksonvillezoo.org
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Briefs

Continued from 2

school employee, sworn law enforcement
officer, firefighter or health care provider
with direct patient contact. The appoint-
ment preregistration system is only for
individuals who are receiving their first
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. Call
(904) 295-3711 for additional information
or to request assistance with preregistra-
tion.

St. Johns County Beach toll booths
now open

Toll booths are now open from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. at all St. Johns County on-beach
driving access ramps. Daily passes cost
$10 for county residents and non-resi-
dents, and $5 for disabled and active mili-
tary beach visitors. Annual on-beach driv-
ing passes are also available for purchase
at $50 for county residents, $100 for
non-residents and $40 for disabled visi-
tors. Disabled veterans with identification
may obtain annual passes at no cost. In
addition, all 2020 annual on-beach driv-
ing passes have been extended through
the 2021 beach season. If you purchased
a 2020 on-beach driving pass, retain your
sticker as they cannot be replaced. Loss of
a 2020 on-beach driving pass will require
purchase a new sticker. Lifeguards will
begin limited patrols in March, with full
lifeguard coverage beginning Memorial
Day weekend. For the most up-to-date

information on beach access and driv-
ing conditions, follow @SJCBeaches on
Facebook and Twitter or download St.
Johns County’s Reach the Beach app. For
more information, call (904) 209-0331.

Pope Road parking lot and pedestrian
beach access temporarily closed

The Pope Road parking lot and pedes-
trian beach access will be closed from 3
a.m. to 7 a.m. on March 4 and 5, to be
used as a staging area for a construction
project at the Embassy Suites. Beach
visitors may find alternative parking and
beach access at the St. Johns County
Ocean and Fishing Pier, 350 A1A Beach
Blvd. For more information, call Manolo
Escasena, project manager of Floridian
Builders II, LLC, at (305) 998-8346.

Mattress Sale

Richards Mattress &
Wicker Warehouse

1079 Atlantic Blvd. e Atlantic Beach
Next to Elvis’s Upholstery

249-3541 s+ 11530 ¢ suncay « 1-5

www.richardsmattressandwicker.com

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELIN
SINCE 1962
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

TOM TROUT, inc.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

PREMIER
DENTAL

T
FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS

i ' Realty Corp. REALTORS L

LUXURY COLLECTION

LUXURY
PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL

REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES
2f THE WORLD"

Leading

3010 TIMBERLAKE PT. | PONTE VEDRABEACH,FL | 4BED | 4.5BATH | 4,477 SQFT | $2,399,000

Spectacular lakefront home in the heart of Sawgrass Country Club. Situated on one of the largest lots in Sawgrass, this updated 4-bedroom home
offers an upstairs bonus room, sunroom, home office, and amazing southerly views of the lake and golf course beyond. The chef of the house will
enjoy the large kitchen with top-of-the-line Viking appliances and gas stove-top. Enjoy formal dinners in the dining room and more casual meals in the
breakfast area or on the screened lanai. The 3-car garage has tons of storage space and room for a golf cart too! MLS 1085794

For more information, contact Murray & Elise Beard: 904.465.2784

Interested in your home's value? Call our Watson Office: 904.285.6300

Like us on Facebook! Facebook.com/WatsonPonteVedra
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Operation Shower
honors moms-to-be

with drive-in
Annual event is part of
THE PLAYERS' show of

support for military

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic,
this year’s Operation Shower, hosted
by THE PLAYERS Championship, had
a different look and feel.

Military moms-to-be were still cel-
ebrated and showered with gifts at the
event Sunday, Feb. 28, at TPC Saw-
grass, but with social distancing and
other safety protocols in mind. Opera-
tion Shower provides gifts and neces-
sary baby items for 40 moms-to-be
whose spouses are in the military and
deployed or soon-to-be deployed.

This year’s Operation Shower,
themed “A Star is Born,” was done in
drive-in style, where guests remained
in their cars as they were treated to vid-
eos on a large screen and as volunteers
loaded their trunks and backseats with
goodies for their new arrivals.

Jim and Tabitha Furyk, who are
big supporters of Operation Shower

celebration

through the Jim and Tabitha Furyk
Foundation, were unable to attend the
event personally but sent video mes-
sages of support to the moms-to-be.
There were also games, raffles and film
presentations that guests were able to
enjoy from the safety of their vehicles.

And, of course, there were loads of
gifts. Operation Shower’s signature
“Showers in a Box™ was a back, as
well as the custom onesie. Companies
including Chicco, the Jim & Tabitha
Furyk Foundation, Wubbanub, Optum-
Serve, Optum Store and UnitedHealth-
care Children’s Foundation provided
gifts for the event. Supporting sponsors
of the event included the Jim & Tabitha
Furyk Foundation, Chicco, OptumServe
and Birdies for the Brave, and lunch
was provided by Firehouse Subs.

Established in 2007, Operation
Shower is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to celebrating and honoring
military families by providing baby
showers for military moms-to-be to
ease the stress of deployment. For more
information, go to www.operation-
shower.org.

Mo . Y g

Photos by Paris Moulden

Moms-to-be are celebrated at the Operation Shower drive-in event Sunday, Feb. 28, at TPC Sawgrass.
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ABOVE: Moms-to-be received custom "Born to Serve"
onesies and bibs courtesy of OptumServe.

LEFT: A special video message from Jim Furyk was
played for guests in attendance at Operation Shower.

THE PLAYERS Championship to kick off annual
Military Appreciation Day with #Match4Military

Demonstrating its commitment to annu-
ally celebrating the area’s military, THE
PLAYERS Championship announced
Tuesday that it will kick off the 2021 tour-
nament with a day-long, community-wide
campaign to drive awareness and support
for military organizations in Northeast
Florida.

Statistics have revealed COVID-19 has
had a significant impact on the lives of
military members and their families, with
record suicide rates resulting from the
isolation and challenges of the pandemic.
THE PLAYERS is seeking to encourage
the entire community to join forces and
serve as champions for the military. The
tournament’s campaign, #Match4Military,
will go live on Tuesday, March 9, and THE
PLAYERS has committed to match, dollar
for dollar, all donations up to $250,000.

“We created #Match4Military to con-
tinue our longstanding commitment to sup-
porting and honoring our community’s ser-
vice members, veterans and their families,”
said Jared Rice, executive director of THE
PLAYERS. “Even though on-site military
appreciation activities will look different
this year, we wanted to demonstrate our
continued support for our military heroes.
With one in four area residents connected

to the military, this entire community has a
unique opportunity to contribute and share
in the success of this initiative. Thanks to
support from our Proud Partners and local
media partners, and participation from our
entire community, we look forward to rais-
ing a significant amount of funds for mili-
tary organizations in Northeast Florida.”

#Match4Military will generate support
and awareness for Northeast Florida mili-
tary organizations like K9s for Warriors,
The Fire Watch, Greater Jacksonville Area
USO, Wounded Warrior Project, Operation
New Uniform and more.

Fans interested in donating can do so by
going to www.theplayers.com/match4mili-
tary, powered by GoFundMe.

In addition, THE PLAYERS has chosen
Northeast Florida-based nonprofit The Fire
Watch as its Charity of the Day on Tuesday,
March 9. (Read more about this nonprofit
on page 10.)

Additional military appreciation initia-
tives during THE PLAYERS 2021:

m In support of heightened military re-
strictions limiting large gatherings and ad-
herence to comprehensive health and safety
protocols, THE PLAYERS will not include
a Military Appreciation ceremony, concert,
or hospitality venue (Patriots Outpost) that

traditionally hosts thousands of military
members and their families. However, THE
PLAYERS is collaborating with other com-
munity partners to demonstrate support in
other ways via the following initiatives:

m Military Job Fair presented by
United Rentals — Saturday, March 6:
THE PLAYERS, in partnership with the
Jacksonville Military Veterans Coalition,
will host its 10th annual Military Job Fair
presented by United Rentals. New in 2021,
the job fair will be located outdoors in The
Grove, just steps away from THE PLAY-
ERS Welcome Experience. The Military
Job Fair is free and open to military person-
nel, veterans and military spouses.

Flyover Tradition Continues — Tues-
day, March 9: The annual tradition of a
flyover on Military Appreciation Day will
continue in 2021 on Tuesday, March 9,
and will feature the 125th Fighter Wing/
FLANG. Preceded by a fixed wing jet
flyover at Mayport Base, the pilots will fly
over THE PLAYERS Stadium Course at
TPC Sawgrass around noon, proceed to
NAS Jax and conclude in downtown Jack-
sonville. The exact route and timing will be
shared on THE PLAYERS social channels
in the near future.

m United Rentals to host military

members and veterans in 17th hole
hospitality suite — Thursday, March 11
through Sunday, March 14: United Rent-
als, Official Equipment Rental Supplier of
the PGA TOUR and presenting sponsor of
Operation Shower at THE PLAYERS, will
be hosting military members and veterans
from the following Northeast Florida mili-
tary organizations in its hospitality suite
overlooking the 17th hole.

Thursday, March 11: K9s for Warriors

Friday, March 12: The Fire Watch

Saturday, March 13: Operation New
Uniform

Sunday, March 14: Wounded Warrior
Project

m Dining Discounts for Military and
Veterans: During the week of THE PLAY-
ERS, several restaurants in Northeast
Florida will be providing military mem-
bers, veterans and/or their families with
a dining discount. Valid identification is
required in order to receive the discount.
Select locations of participating restau-
rants will display THE PLAYERS Mili-
tary Appreciation logo in their windows:
Participating restaurants include Bono’s Pit
Bar-B-Q, Woody’s Bar-B-Q, Applebee’s,

MILITARY continues on Page 10
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Rotary, Recorder seek nominations
for 29th annual Local Heroes Awards

The Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra
Beach and the Ponte Vedra Recorder
are seeking nominations for the 29th
annual Local Heroes Awards.

Presented each year, the Local
Heroes Awards recognize individuals
who give back to the community and
reflect the spirit of the Rotary Club’s
motto, “Service Above Self.” From

volunteering with local charities to
giving back through the arts, education,
environmental protection activities and
more, the Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra
Beach and Recorder seek to recognize
the “unsung heroes” who make Ponte
Vedra such a special place to live, work
and raise a family.

Residents who know of an individual

they believe is deserving of recognition
as a Local Hero are encouraged to com-
plete the nomination form on this page
and email it to Rotarian Steve Crosby
at stevecrosby101@gmail.com.
Nomination forms may also be
mailed to: Local Heroes Awards Com-
mittee, Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra
Beach, PO Box 70, Ponte Vedra Beach,

FL 32004. To submit a nomination
online, go to pvbrotary.org and click on
the “Nominate a Local Hero” link on
the home page.

The deadline for submission of nomi-
nations is March 31.

For more information, contact Rotar-
ian Steve Crosby at stevecrosby101@
gmail.com.

The Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach |

in cooperation with The Ponte Vedra Recorder |

| 2021 Local Heroes Awards Nomination Form I

Nominate your friend, neighbor or colleague for the Local Heroes Awards
| recognizing individuals who give back to the community! |

| Complete and return this form, or submit your nomination online at: pvbrotary.org |

| Nominee Information: |

Name:

Address:

| Email address: Telephone: |

| Nominee’s contributions to the community (attach additional pages as needed): |

| Nomination Submitted By: |

Name:

Address:

| Email address: Telephone: |

Nomination Deadline: March 31, 2021
Email entries to: stevecrosby101@gmail.com Thank you fOf' |

| or mail to: Local Heroes Awards, Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach your nomination! |
| P.O. Box 70, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32004 |
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Marc Hassan is the vice chair for volunteer services at this year’s THE PLAYERS Championship.
A Jacksonville native through and through, he graduated from Bishop Kenny High School and earned his
undergraduate and graduate degrees from Jacksonville University. Today, he owns Spectrum Realty Services LLC.

As told to Shaun Ryan

Tell us about your responsibilities as vice chairman
for THE PLAYERS Championship.

As the rookie, my responsibilities are basically
volunteer services — so all the committees that support
our volunteers. That’s everything from shuttles to feeding
the volunteers. Getting them to and from their locations
within the course, making sure they have the supplies
they need, you name it.

The way it works is, each vice chair has a number of
committees that they work with. Mine include apparel,
credentials, the world famous Darlene’s Diner, office
personnel, photography, Players Pride, supply, volunteer
information, volunteer offsite shuttle — which, actually,
this year we’re not using because volunteers will be
parking onsite.

How do you manage it all?

Great volunteers, basically. Every committee has a
chair and, depending on the size of the committee, there
could be one assistant chair or multiple assistant chairs.
There’s a group of leaders within each committee that
really run the show, and we’re just here to support them.

How did you first become involved with THE PLAYERS’
volunteer leadership?

Probably the same way most people do, having a friend
or a family member who was involved and talking about
it, how much fun it was, how rewarding it was. And so, |
said, “Hey, I’d like to try my hand at that.”

My contact was Damon Olinto, who was a red coat.

He was a past chairman, and he is my wife’s uncle. He
started me out in general parking. I served there for

a couple of years and then moved around to different
committees within the tournament and was fortunate to
be selected as the newest vice chair.

What are some of the positions you've held with the
various committees?

I did two years in general parking. From there, I was
moved to tournament support. They’re kind of the go-to
committee to step in and help out where needed and kind
of supplement some of the other committees. So, I did a
year in tournament support and then moved to the chair
position for admissions.

I did that for two years and then moved to an assistant
chair position in the Patriots’ Outpost and then did
Patriots’ Outpost again as the chair last year.

How did this experience prepare you for your role as
vice chairman?

Being able to move around and see how things work
from what I’ll call outside the tournament and then also
being involved within the tournament. It really helps to
get a good feel for how everything works together, how
the different committees work together.

So, there is volunteer services, which is what I’'m
doing. Next year, I’ll do the facilities division, which is
basically the committee that really helps build the course
during the year.

They supply food, so you have commissary that
supplies food and drinks and handles all that. You’ve got
communications that provides radios to the chairs and
assistant chairs. You’ve got construction, course prep,

which is I what I was talking about as far as building.
You’ve got general parking, disabled guest services,
sign design, VIP parking, golf carts. So, all the things
that from a physical standpoint you need to make the
tournament work.

From there, it goes to spectator services, which are like
the hospitality venues, admissions, Will Call, things like
that. Then, players services, which is self-explanatory. It
helps get the players what they need.

And then, you go to the first vice chair position. That’s
things like evac, tournament support, ShotLink, gallery
management — so it’s kind of the last position before
you’re the chair of the tournament.

What is the most rewarding part of being involved
with THE PLAYERS Championship?

It’s seeing the benefit that goes to our local community.
I was born and raised in Jacksonville. And something
that the red coats and the blue coats do is ride-alongs,
presenting the donations and checks and things like that
to different organizations within the community.

Being able to see how many different organizations
THE PLAYERS gives back to is amazing. There’s no
better way that | know of to be involved with so many
different nonprofit charity organizations.

Photo provided by Marc Hassan

Second to that, I would say, is the camaraderie. It’s
like a family reunion once a year. Especially working in
different committees, you really get to know and meet a
lot of people. And you’re catching up on how their kids
are doing and their grandkids are doing and what they’ve
done over the past year.

Tell us a little about your work with Spectrum Realty
Services.

I’m the owner and broker of Spectrum Realty Services.
I got my real estate license basically because we were
doing real estate development projects in the family
business, and it just made sense to get a real estate license.

And that, naturally, grew into a brokerage and
property management firm. We manage a little over
600 residential units in Jacksonville. Anything from
single family to smaller multifamily buildings. Probably
about 80,000 square feet of commercial space, and
another 400-plus association units — so, like condo and
homeowner associations, business offices, parks, things
like that.

We have some holdings of our own and we manage for
other people. And then, I’'m also a member of Highlands
Ranch Mitigation Bank, which is a wetland mitigation
bank.
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Your Real Estate Experts from the Beaches and Beyond

TRICIA
BOWERS
N W e R e 904.254.0446
cici JENNA 965 PONTE VEDRA BLVD. trishbowers1@
ANDERSON FISHER Lot/Build Package - $10,989,000 gmail.com
904.537.0457 904.881.4201

cicisellsjax@ jennasellsjax@
gmail.com gmail.com
#CiciSellsJax #JennaSellsJax

“It’s All About You”

MARSH@? COUNTRY CLUB

KELLEY

MADELINE
PIERCE ossl
808.781.6619 904.635.2903
kpsellspv@gmail.com ossirealtor@
#kpSE"SpV gmail.com

618 & 616 IBIS COVE

$365,000 $1,100,000 & $650,000

NEWMAN Contact us for any
ROSSIE of your real estate
904.591.4856 needs and for a
anrossie@ complimentary estimate
comeast.net of your home’s value!

BRUNO
COUTURIER - SHELLY
WILLIFORD
904.864.0323 T
' brunosellspv@ o .
yahoo.com shellsellsfl@
gmail.com

DAVID J. DARCH
904.962.4884

pontevedraproperties
@yahoo.com

h.r

.STYEL'LOW BILL J.Aﬁu

$495,000 - Vacant Lot $395,000 Each - Oceanfront Lots

$975 000 - Both Sldes of Road

" Waterfront Specialist

$1 275 000

B u I s E L L with us and receive a to Marsh Landing Country Club with no initiation fee (a $15,000 value)
o r FULL GOLF MEMBERSHIP (Some restrictions apply - new members only)

YOUR ON SITE MARSH LANDING REALTORS WWw.n I{ o0 [i' con

All properties listed are in Ponte Vedra unless otherwise noted.
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Eventis about much more
than golf for local food
banks, other nonprofits

By Holly Tishfield

Chef Azhar Mohammad, senior execu-
tive chef at TPC Sawgrass, and his team
are already in high gear as they prepare
the kitchens for another busy TPC season.

Mohammad was born and raised in
India, where he received a degree in hotel
management from the Institute of Hotel
Management and Catering Technology.

After spending more than 20 years trav-
elling the globe to serve in the hospitality
industry/culinary operations for restau-
rants, lounges and banquet facilities, he
was offered a position with TPC Sawgrass
nearly four years ago.

Mohammad expressed his newfound
love of the golf resort industry, noting the
moment he toured the facility and met the
staff, he knew he was in the right place.

“The company is phenomenal,” Mo-
hammad said. “Their philosophy is great,
and they always do the right thing.”

During last year’s PLAYERS Cham-
pionship, Mohammad and his team were
unprepared when the COVID-19 pan-
demic went into full effect, canceling the

THE CARE, THE PEOPLE,

AT PONT

405 SOLANA ROAD, PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL. 32082

Photo provided by the PGA TOUR
TPC Sawgrass Senior Executive Chef Azhar Mohammad (from left), TPC Sawgrass Banquet Chef
Michael Cowan, Ronald McDonald House Charities of Jacksonville Chef Vernetta Stewart and
TPC Sawgrass Food and Beverage Director Tyler Hagin prepare meals to serve to residents at
the Ronald McDonald House Charities of Jacksonville. TPC Sawgrass chefs prepared special
meals for Ronald McDonald House families in demonstration of THE PLAYERS’ commitment to
donate food from the 2021 championship.

The solution came in the form of a
massive donation to a local nonprofit food
bank and hunger relief network located in
the Jacksonville area, Feeding Northeast
Florida.

Susan King, CEO of Feeding Northeast
Florida, said THE PLAYERS delivered
a “fire brigade” with three-and-a-half
tractor-trailers and 22 tons of food.

From FNEFL, the food was then pro-

tournament halfway through. The entire
week’s worth of food/catering was already
laid out, and Mohammad’s team did not
know what to do with enough food to feed
almost 10,000 people, but a solution was
quickly discovered.

“The leadership team wanted to put it
[the food] to good use,” Mohammad said.
“We could not store it. It needed to be
used in a way that was beneficial.”

ASSISTED

E PLAYERS

portioned into serving sizes and delivered
to a large agency partner, the Sulzbacher
Center, a homeless shelter with four loca-
tions in Jacksonville.

“That food donation was a lifesaver to
us, from a timing perspective,” said Cindy
Funkhouser, president and CEO of the
Sulzbacher Center. “That really helped us
get through the initial hurdle.”

Mohammad and other TPC staff/vol-
unteers personally visited the Sulzbacher
Center on March 14 to distribute the food
to those in need.

“It was great to see the food going to
the right people,” he said. “It is just a
phenomenal feeling.”

This year, Chef Mohammad and the
TPC team volunteered their time by visit-
ing the Ronald McDonald House Charities
of Jacksonville to join their head chef,
Vernetta Stewart, in preparing freshly
cooked meals for families staying in the
facility.

Along with this donation, Mohammad
said the TPC leadership team again plans
to work with Feeding Northeast Florida by
donating all leftover food to their organi-
zation once THE PLAYERS is finished.

“You could see the happiness on their
faces,” he said, speaking of the Ronald
McDonald House guests. “That is what

CHEF continues on Page 10
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Nease NJROTC victorious at Mandarin Drill Championship

Nease Navy JROTC’s varsity drill team
marched to victory at the Mandarin High
School sanctioned academic, athletic and
drill championship Feb. 20 in Jacksonville.
It marked the eighth consecutive year the
team took home top honors at Mandarin.

Nease beat out 10 other NJROTC units
from northern Florida and Georgia.

Nease next competes Sunday, March 7,
at the northern Florida and state of Georgia
Academic, Athletic and Drill Champion-
ship in Lee County, Georgia, where they
seek to successfully defend their title as
six-time defending area 12 champions.

In addition to claiming the overall tro-
phy, Nease picked up nine of 11 first-place
trophies for overall drill, unarmed exhibi-
tion, armed exhibition, color guard, overall
athletics, pushups, sit-ups, academics and
personnel inspection.

“We’ve got to double down on our effort
if we hope to win the state championship,”
said Cadet Juan Castillo, commander of
personnel inspection. “I expect the next
two weeks of practice to be intense and
focused.”

Several cadets took home individual
medals for exceptional performance.

Emmelie Neff, Isabelle Rivera, Danielle
Camacho and Kaitlyn Boggs finished first,
second, fourth and fifth in female sit-ups.

Amber Vidler, Rivera, Sarah Fry, Lauren
Villareal, Boggs and Hailey Pitches swept

all medals in female pushups.

Caden Byas, Nicholas Gallego, Braden
Holmes and Brodie Mongon finished first,
second, fourth and fifth in male sit-ups,
while Daniel Mahoney, Nate Fagen and

ABOVE: Nease NJROTC
members celebrate winning
the team'’s eighth consecu-
tive Mandarin drill meet
championship on Feb. 20.

LEFT: Nease NJROTC’s
unarmed exhibition team
members, from left, Kaitlyn
Boggs, Gabrielle Espedido
and Emmelie Neff, compete
at the Mandarin drill meet.

Photos provided by
Nease NJROTC

Mongon placed second, fourth and fifth in
male pushups.

In academics, Ben Prohofsky and Antho-
ny Servello tied for first, and Juan Castillo
and Khush Gandhi finished fourth and fifth.

Nease color guard members Dylan Dosio, Isa-
bella Rivera, Kaitlyn Boggs and Brandon Dono-
van execute “eyes left” while en route to their
first-place finish at the Mandarin drill meet.

“I believe our best is yet to come,” said
color guard commander Isabella Rivera.
“Individually and collectively we all can
improve and get better before the state
championship.”

Other top schools in the competition
were Fleming Island (second), Ridgeview
(third), Valdosta (fourth) and Coffee
County (fifth).

[' - - i
Atlantic Beach Retreat
Ideally located in Atlantic Beach, this 3-story townhome is
only two blocks away from the ocean, as well as the Beaches
Town Center. Enjoy the home’s rooftop deck or the easily
maintained backyard oasis complete with a 6-ft. privacy
fence, covered patio, and relaxing hot tub.

3 bedrooms, 2 F/2H bathrooms $810,000

“Model” Home in Alta Lakes

Lightly lived-in and beautifully maintained, this house looks
and feels like a model home with tall ceilings, a neutral pal-
ette, and an open floor plan ideal for everyday life. Featuring
water to woods views along with smart home features and
premium upgrades. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms $290,000

q Sarah Alexander, REALTOR®

‘\ 904.334.3104 cell

| !’ Sarah@SarahAlexander.net
www.SarahAlexander.net

SARAH

ALEXANDER

- S
Pristine Craftsmanship on Ponte Vedra Blvd.
Thoughtfully designed and showcasing exquisite craftsman-
ship throughout, this custom coastal home offers master
suites on both floors, along with an office, loft area, ample
storage and a flex space ideal for a 5th bedroom.
4 bedrooms, 5.5 bathrooms $2,150,000

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Florida Network Realty
“From Cottages to Castles™

©2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC An independently operated subsidiary of Homes Services of America, Inc.,, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway Home Services and the Berkshire Hathaway Home Services symbol
are registered servicemarks of Home Services of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker. this is not intended as a solicitation.

e —

Stunning Riverfront Estate
Riverfront/SanMarco. Instantly makes you feel you've been
swept away to a chateau in France. Exquisitely designed
with extensive custom finishes, this 10,204-sq.-ft. home is a
masterpiece in design and built for entertaining.

5 bedroom, 6 full bath, 5 half bath $5,995,000

Oceanfront Beach Escape

Located between The Lodge and the Cabana Beach Club,
this second-story condo gives elevated views of the beach
while maintaining the unit’s privacy and security. Includes a
large covered balcony and ground floor storage.

3 bedrooms & 3 bathrooms $1,585,000

Elizabeth Hudgins, REALTOR® &
004.553.2032 cell ‘ ’
Elizabeth@ElizabethHudgins.com 4

www.ElizabethHudgins.com

ZABETH

HUDGINS
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THE PLAYERS to help nonprofit fight veteran suicide

By Shaun Ryan

A regional effort to fight veteran sui-
cide will get some high-profile assistance
Tuesday, March 9, when THE PLAYERS
Championship features it as the charity of
the day on its platform.

The Fire Watch is a program designed to
get at-risk veterans the support they need
while there’s still time. It was created as
part of an interlocal agreement between
Baker, Clay, Duval, Nassau and St. Johns
counties.

Fire Watch Executive Director Nick
Howland said he was thrilled by THE
PLAYERS’ support.

“THE PLAYERS will allow us to
increase awareness of our programming,
which is all about veteran suicide preven-

tion,” he said. “Our marquee program is our
Watch Stander program, which is an early
intervention, gate-keeper training program
that involves mobilizing the community

to understand the risk signs of veterans

in crisis and how to get veterans the help
they need. By increasing awareness of our
program, particularly our Watch Stander
program, THE PLAYERS and PGA TOUR
will help us to drive increased numbers of
Watch Standers, and therefore have more
people around the community ready to be
vigilant to the concerns of veterans.”

As part of its support of The Fire Watch,
the tournament will use its platform to
encourage community members to sign up
and become Watch Standers.

In addition, the tournament will feature
interviews with Fire Watch board members

as well as Dan Bean, who was a watch
stander before there was a program, and

a veteran he has mentored. Also, to help
increase awareness of the issue, the tourna-
ment will highlight the story of the daugh-
ter of a veteran who took his own life.

Howland said the interviews would
probably be covered throughout the day on
“PGA TOUR LIVE.”

Also, the PGA TOUR is working to
become one of the inaugural businesses of
another Fire Watch program: Veterans Safe
Place.

That program was launched in February.
Businesses, organizations, nonprofits and
churches can be designated veteran safe
places if 50 — or 50% if that’s smaller —
of the employees become Watch Stand-
ers. They receive a window decal or an

e-badge to put on their website.

“What that means is that there are
employees in that facility that know how
to identify a veteran that might be at risk
and, if there’s a veteran in need, to get the
veteran the help they need,” Howland said.

Becoming a Watch Stander is easy.

Just go to thefirewatch.org, click on
Watch Standers and enroll. The process
takes about 45 minutes, and those complet-
ing it will receive a wristband, car sticker
and a wallet card that tells where to go for
help.

To date, the program has about 450
enrollees. The goal is 10,000.

In this charitable effort, THE PLAYERS
works closely with each of its Proud Part-
ners (Grant Thornton, Optum and Morgan
Stanley) who select a Charity of the Day.

Nemours continues strong partnership with THE PLAYERS

By Holly Tishfield

Nemours Children’s Health System of
Jacksonville, one of the nation’s largest
integrated pediatric health systems, has
partnered with THE PLAYERS Champi-
onship once again to be its official charity
of the day for Wednesday, March 10.

The partnership with TPC began in
2018 when THE PLAYERS donated half
a million dollars to renovate and remodel
Nemours’ downtown Jacksonville lobby,
which had not been updated since its
creation in 1991.

“They [THE PLAYERS] really share

our vision for improving the health and
wellness of families in our community,”
said Maggie Hightower, director of fund
development for Nemours Children’s
Health System in Jacksonville. “They
have been an outstanding partner with us.’

In 2018 and 2019, THE PLAYERS
worked with Nemours to sponsor them as
charity of the day, but in 2020 the partner-
ship changed from strictly philanthropic
to the tournament side, as well. TPC
approached the Nemours team and gave it
the opportunity to sponsor a Kids Zone at
the tournament.

The Kids Zone in 2020 was a big hit

bl

with families, giving parents a chance to
charge up their devices at power stations
while kids played in the putting zone or
the coloring wall. Unfortunately, when
TPC was canceled halfway through the
tournament last year due to the COVID-19
pandemic, Nemours had to shut down the
Kids Zone with it.

But for the return in the 2021 tourna-
ment, Nemours is hosting a virtual Kids
Zone with fun activities for families such
as coloring sheets and other print-out
tasks. Nemours is excited for its new scav-
enger hunt game, happening on March
10, around the TPC course where kids can

find 12 cutouts with tasks to complete.

On March 9 and 10, Nemours is also
sponsoring “Health Days,” which means
children can enter the tournament for free
with a ticketed adult.

“It is really allowing Nemours to help
the community, and THE PLAYERS, by
giving parents and kids the opportunity to
come to the tournament,” Hightower said.

Despite new restrictions and limitations
on the tournament this year, the team at
Nemours is looking forward to a fun, safe
and successful tournament season, along
with a continued partnership with THE
PLAYERS.

OBITUARIES

Jim Brunson

Jim Brunson was born August 5, 1926
and passed in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida
on February 1, 2020. He passed from non-
COVID related natural causes.

Raised on a farm
in Greenville, AL, he
graduated high school
from Marion Military
Institute, then attended
the US Naval Acade-
my (Class of 1948 B).
His 34-year Navy ca-
reer was a captivating
adventure. He became
an active participant
in some of the most significant events in
our nation’s history: World War II, Korean
War, The Cold War, 1958 Lebanon Crisis,
Vietnam, the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis.

His first assignment out of the Academy,
as an Ensign, was pushing Plebes and
teaching Physics. It is therefore fitting that
his last tour of duty, as a Captain, was back
where he started — at the Academy. He
returned to head two academic divisions:
Director Command and Management Divi-
sion, Director US and International Studies
Division.

Jim Brunson

During his career he received the Legion
of Merit, Navy Commendation Medal,
American Defense Service Medal, WWII
Victory Medal, Navy Occupation Medal
(Europe), National Defense Service Medal
(2nd Award), Korean Service Medal (3
Stars), United Nations Service Medal,
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (Leba-
non).

Married to the “love of his life”, Jim
and Julie retired July 1978 to Ponte Vedra
Beach, Florida. Jim leveraged his teaching
and School Administration skills becoming
the Director of the Jacksonville Job Corps
Center.

Predeceased by only 39 days by his wife,
Julie, Jim is survived by his sons, James
McDuffie Brunson of Virginia and Ronald
Burke Brunson of North Carolina, eight
grandchildren, and six great grandsons.

COVID has played havoc with 2020 and
has delayed this obituary. Jim and Julie will
be interred in the Columbarium at Palms
Presbyterian Church in Ponte Vedra Beach,
Florida. A virtual memorial service for
both Jim and Julie will be scheduled. The
family requests that consideration be given
to donations to Palms Presbyterian Church,
Hospice, or a charity of your choice. Please
visit the online Tribute at www.quinn-shalz.
com. Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Fam-
ily Funeral Home & Cremation Centre,

Family Funeral Home & Cremation Cenire
J600 Third Street Sonth, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250
Plrone: 904. 2491100 Fax: 904.241,.7554

Bryce C. Bennie

Bryce C. Bennie, 47, of Ponte Vedra,
Florida, died Feb. 25, 2021. Arrangements
by Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home &
Cremation Centre, (904) 249-1100, www.
quinn-shalz.com

Joseph W. Mitchell

Joseph W. Mitchell, 88, of Ponte Vedra
Beach, Florida, died Feb. 22, 2021. Arrange-
ments by Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home,
(904) 249-1100, www.quinn-shalz.com

Jane Tentinger Schmidt

Jane Tentinger Schmidt, 69, of Ponte
Vedra Beach, Florida, died Feb. 24, 2021.
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre, (904)
249-1100, www.quinn-shalz.com.

Alice Haney Wilbur

Alice Haney Wilbur, 88, of Ponte Vedra
Beach, Florida, died Feb. 23, 2021. Ar-
rangements by Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral
Home & Cremation Centre, (904) 249-
1100, www.quinn-shalz.com.

Military

Bonefish Grill, Tropical Smoothie,
Cousins Maine Lobster and 4 Rivers
Smokehouse.

m PGA TOUR Fan Shop dis-
counts at THE PLAYERS: On
Tuesday, March 9, active duty,
reserve and retired military members
can receive a 20% discount in the
PGA TOUR Fan Shop at THE PLAY-
ERS (must have valid military ID).

Chef
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we do, what we work for.”

With THE PLAYERS just next
week, Mohammad has a clear plan
following new CDC guidelines and
restrictions.

“Our main focus this year is to
make sure that everybody is safe,” he
said. “We do not want to dilute what
THE PLAYERS and THE PLAY-
ERS Championship is about — the
experience. We execute it to the same
level even with these guidelines.”
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A rookie team of fourth-grade robotics
students from the Bolles Lower School
Ponte Vedra Beach Campus is looking at
ways kids with physical differences can
better play with able-bodied athletes as
part of this year’s FIRST Lego League
project theme, “Replay.”

The league’s theme and project goal of
“creating ways for everyone to get active
and play” provides the framework for
individual team competitors in FIRST
Lego League to define their project goal
for the year.

The grade four team is called Future
Bolles Innovators, also known as the FBI.
As part of their team training, they have
been researching the Paralympic Games, a
periodic series of international multisport
events involving athletes with a range of
disabilities.

Teammates learned there are many
sports available for students of varying
abilities. However, “very few schools in-
clude these sports in their activities,” said
team coach and science teacher Carolyn
Houston.

To further their knowledge and experi-

A team of fourth-grade students is studying p
abilities to play sports together.

ence of adaptive sports, Houston invited
son Timothy Houston and Dan Caldwell
from the Brooks Rehabilitation Adaptive
Sports Program to campus to offer the
team a hands-on demonstration.

They brought six youth sports chairs for
the team to try during a game of basket-

ara-athletics to design a plan for athletes of all

ball in George Hall. The guests led a game

of wheelchair basketball and wheelchair
flag football. Students said the game was

amazing and fun, but admitted it is hard to

play, move and shoot in a wheelchair.
The FBI team will move forward with
their creative problem-solving, designing

Photos provided by The Bolles School
Bolles fourth-graders play basketball from
wheelchairs as part of a project to design a
plan for athletes of all abilities to play sports
together.

a plan for athletes of all abilities to play
sports together. Students will continue this
work through the school year as they com-
pete in FIRST Lego League tournaments.

Photo provided by Episcopal School of Jacksonville
Second-graders at Episcopal School of Jacksonville Beaches Campus are dressed as
the subjects of biographies that they have written.

2nd grade biography projects
presented to community

organized and presented their findings
to an attentive audience of classmates,
parents and fellow students.

To add to the authenticity of the
project, the students dressed up as
their chosen subjects. Frank Lloyd
Wright, Amelia Earhart and George
Washington led a parade of notable
and celebrated icons through campus.

The second graders at Episcopal
School of Jacksonville's Beaches
Campus have been exploring differ-
ent styles of writing this year. They
have read, studied and written their
own narratives, expository texts and
research projects.

In February, they explored the genre
of biography. Students researched,

Cultural Center planning
kids' programs and more

By Shaun Ryan

The Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra Beach
continues to be the place for children and
youth to keep active in the arts, though it’s
now got a new address.

In January, the center moved into its new
facility at 3972 Third St. South in Jackson-
ville Beach, where it is expanding its reach
into Duval County. And the staff is already
making plans for a number of events in
spring and summer.

“Success is imminent!” said Executive
Director Donna Guzzo.

Among those events is Bark 4 Art!, a
unique mixture of art and pets that will sup-
port art education programs in both counties,
and the Second Annual Beaches Celebration
of the Arts, set for May.

For children and youth, there are a couple
of spring break art camps scheduled for this
month. Here’s a look:

m Spring Par-tee! — This will be held
during the week of spring break for Duval
County Schools, March 8-12. There will be
a morning session for children ages 4-7 and
an afternoon session for those ages 8-13.
Young artists will complete art projects to
take home with them. Because the camp runs
concurrently with THE PLAYERS Champi-

onship, the PGA TOUR donated golf balls to

be used in kids’ crafts. Cost is $50 per day,

$225 per week, with discounts for members.
m Kids ShamROCK! — This will be held

during the week of spring break for St. Johns

County Schools, March 17-19. There will

be a morning session for children ages 4-7

and an afternoon session for those ages 8-13.

Young artists will complete art projects to

take home with them. Cost is $45 per day,
$135 for three full days, with discounts for
members.

Pre-registration is required for both pro-
grams and can be made at ccpvb.org.

Among the events currently in the plan-
ning stages are: a Faberge egg workshop
to be held around Easter, some Kids Night
Out programs to give parents some time to
themselves and summer camps to be held in
various locations.

The center’s new programs and member-
ship manager Megan Reid said she was very
enthusiastic about the center’s plans and
cited the role art plays the developing lives
of children.

“I really think creativity is the key to our
children and our future,” she said. “Work-
ing in art, working with your hands really
builds a solid foundation for craftsmanship,
problem solving, creative thinking.”
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HOW MANY HATS CAN YOU WEAR?
YOUR SUMMER NANNY IS READY.

COLLEGE

nannies+sitters

www.collegenanniesandsitters.com/staugustinefl

COOKING

JAX

STUDIO

LET US TEAC
KIDS TO CC

Spring Break and Summer Camps Enra
jaxcookingstudio.com | 14035 Beach Blvd

OPE AMBASSADORS HELP SHOW
GRATITUDE TO FIRST RESPONDERS

Photo provided by Ocean Palms Elementary PTO
Ocean Palms Elementary School students, past and present, as well as organizations throughout
the community collaborated on a special project to thank area first responders. Seventy-five
special “thank you” gifts were sent to four fire stations and sheriff offices in the area. From reus-
able water bottles, to snacks to create a to-go snack bar, to reusable bags and gift cards to local
eateries, these heroes were recognized for their dedication to the community. In addition to the
current fifth-grade student ambassadors, two Ponte Vedra High School students, both former
ambassadors, also helped the cause. Belle Benson inspired the cheerleading squad at the high
school to donate snacks, and Grayson Rigby helped assemble the gifts and deliver them.

Planning ahead: All you neec
to know about kindergarten

If you have a little one starting kinder- with kindergartners, as well as those who
garten next year, it’s never too soon to have done this a time or two.
start planning and helping your school The Early Bird Gets the Worm! Sign
plan, too. up as soon as possible. Your assigned
With kindergarten registration having school can only plan classrooms and
started on March 1, here are a few tips and
reminders to help both first-time parents KINDERGARTEN continues on Page 13

Jeff Hart Memorial Service
Above Self Scholarship

Sponsored by the Rotary Club of Palm Valley

One $2,000 scholarship will be awarded to the top applicant
from Ponte Vera and Allen D. Nease High Schools.

Applicants must be:

- Involved in community service/volunteer work

- A junior or senior at Ponte Vedra or Allen D. Nease H.S.

- In good academic standing

- Planning to attend a two or four year college or university, or a
technical/trade school with a one year or longer program of study

Applications due April 3, 2021

Apply at tinyurl.com/y5k3cvfe
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Ponte Vedra residents among Episcopal
students named National Merit finalists

Five students from Episcopal School of
Jacksonville have been named National
Merit finalists: Sally Barksdale, Paul
Fouts, Jameson Gatewood, Don Kohla
and Braden Witkovich.

Fouts and Gatewood are residents of
Ponte Vedra.

The National Merit Scholarship
Program is an academic competition for
recognition and scholarships. High school
students enter the National Merit Program
by taking the Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT) and by meeting published pro-

gram entry and participation requirements.

Jameson Gatewood

Paul Fouts

Approximately 15,000 semifinalists are
notified that they have advanced to finalist
standing. School administrators are also
notified and provided with a Certificate of
Merit to present to each finalist.

Kindergarten

Continued from 12

teachers based on the number of students

registered. As you can imagine, this plan-
ning takes time, so the earlier students are
registered, the better prepared schools can
be for the new school year.

Who, What, Where? This year reg-
istration is online, so simply visit your
child’s assigned school website to register.
Be prepared with your child’s birth certifi-
cate, two documents that prove residence
and your child’s immunization records.

Stuck in a Moving Pattern? Are you
waiting to close on your house, or per-
haps, building a new house and haven’t
closed? Simply complete the preregistra-
tion, also online on your assigned school’s
website, to get the process started while
you wait for final documentation.

Pack Up! Don’t forget to check with
your school to request a supply list or
ask if school supply packs are offered for
purchase at the school.

Get in the Know. Reach out to your
new school’s Parent Teacher Organiza-
tion. It’s never too early to get involved or
to simply get informed.

MARCH 8-12 & MARCH 17-12

2021 Spring Break
Art Camps

Spring Par-tee! Cawp
March 8,9, 10, 11 & 12
Individual day: $45 (Member $40)
Week: $200 (Member $175)
Ages 4-7 from 9:00am-12:30pm
Ages 8-13 from 1:30pm-5:00pm

ShamROCRY Cawp
March 17, 18, & 19
Individual day: $45 (Member $40)
3 Day Week: $120 (Member $105)
Ages 4-7 from 9:00am -12:30pm
Ages 8-13 from 1:30pm - 5:00pm

Sign up at CCPVB.ORG
Socially distanced, limited class sizes, daily temperature checks and mandatory masks.
Call for more information: (904)280-0614x1206.
3972 Third St. S., Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 (Next to Sally’s Beauty Supply)

b SUMMER PROGRAMMING 2021

Inspire Creativity, Collaboration, And Confidence

9 Weeks ¢ June 1-July 31

Ages 3-10

TimberNook = Ages 4-10

CURIOSITY

for the natural world

SIGN-UP NOW!

171 Canal Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach 32082
904.900.1439 - CollageDaySchool.org

ollage

Day School




14 BUSINESS WEEKLY FEATURING WOMEN IN BUSINESS

Ponte Vedra Recorder - March 4, 2021

PAGE 14

Weekl

THURSDAY, MARCH 4, 2021

Y

County update subject of
Ponte Vedra Chamber meeting

By Shaun Ryan

In an update on the state of the
county Wednesday, Feb. 24, St. Johns
County Deputy Administrator Joy
Andrews gave members of the Ponte
Vedra Beach Division of the Chamber
of Commerce a rundown on several
issues of interest to local residents.

Many of the items she discussed
related to growth.

“People are moving from all over the
country to St. Johns County,” she said.

Since 2010, the population has
increased 40% to 265,000 people, mak-
ing St. Johns the 10th fastest growing
county in the nation.

At the same time, businesses are

inquiring about relocation here. An-
drews called that “great news for our
residents.”

“As long as you want to work,
there’s pretty much a job for you,” she
said, citing the county’s unemployment
rate of 3.6% in December.

CHAMBER continues on Page 19

Mom-daughter
duo brings
unique style to
Beaches shop

By Holly Tishfield

When Michele and Whitney Toomer,
a mother-daughter duo from Atlantic
Beach, first opened their beachy/boho
inspired shop in 2016, they did not
expect it to be anything more than an
online operating system.

Sailors Siren, as the shop was affec-
tionately named, began by appearing at
pop-up shops in the region, everywhere
from Atlantic Beach to Tallahassee,
where Whit and Michele promoted
their online business.

After the success of their online
shop, the pair decided to open their first
brick-and-mortar store in the Neptune
Beaches Town Center, a little shop on
the second floor of a small building on
First Street.

While in Neptune Beach Sailors
Siren established itself within the com-
munity, but Whit and Michele felt that
their business needed more room (both
literally and philosophically) to grow,
so in 2020 they made the move from
Neptune Beach to Jax Beach by open-
ing a storefront on 3rd Street.

In a previous life, Whit ran the digi-
tal division of an ad agency, and now
she runs the sourcing/operations side of
things with Sailors Siren. Her mother,
Michele, is more of the main shop-

Photos provided by Michele and Whitney Toomer

Sailors Siren, owned by Whitney (left) and Michele Toomer, offers home and gift essen-

tials that "celebrate the salty, Southern life."

per, she said. Michele works “quality
control” of products, ensuring their
durability and uniqueness.

“That is always our goal,” said Whit
Toomer, “finding unique and local
Southern American-made items.”

Sailors Siren sets itself apart from
other beach boutiques by offering one-
of-a-kind, handmade items carefully
selected from other local business
owners, such as candles, jewelry and
home décor.

“We have met some fantastic
people,” said Whit, speaking about
the move to Jax Beach and joining the
community of tight-knit and supportive
business owners.

SHOP continues on Page 15

Whitney and Michele Toomer opened their
Sailors South location in Jacksonville Beach
last year at 415 3rd St. South.

Women in Business:

Female-owned golf bag
brand releases retail line

www.PonteVedraRecorder.com

Photo provided by Marie Merritt
Marie Merritt and Klodi Muskaj are business
partners in Momentum Wellness.

Momentum
Wellness adds
popular trainer as
business partner

Owner Marie Merritt started
successful business in 2005

By Shaun Ryan

After 16 years of helping local residents
get and stay fit, Momentum Wellness owner
Marie Merritt is looking to build on her busi-
ness.

Toward that end, she has made a popular
and successful personal trainer her business
partner.

Klodi Muskaj has been with Momentum
since May 2016, though he’s known Merritt
for a lot longer, since both were pursuing de-
grees in exercise science at the University of
North Florida. He is certified by the National
Strength and Conditioning Association and
holds a master’s degree in exercise physiol-
ogy from the University of South Alabama.

Muskaj actually started off as an intern for
Merritt before going on to graduate school.

“Whenever he was finished with grad
school, I basically cornered him and was like,
‘Dude, you’ve got to come back,”” she said.

Bringing him on as a business partner was,
in Merritt’s words, “the right thing to do; it
was the next step for the business.”

“I’ve been a sole operator for so long that
choosing to give him a portion of the busi-
ness was a big deal,” Merritt said. “But his

MOMENTUM continues on Page 18



Ponte Vedra Recorder - March 4, 2021

BUSINESS WEEKLY FEATURING WOMEN IN BUSINESS 15

Shop

Continued from 14

As a female-run company, Whit ex-
plained that being a business owner with
her mother has been a wonderful experi-
€nce.

“It is about the balance of everything.
As women we are the mom, the doer, the
wife — we manage so many facets of life,
but to take on a business is to really take

 HARBOUR ISLAND - Waterfront 4br beauty features walls of glass along the main harbor at the Infr
Secluded office and media room, Family Room upstairs and down. 60" slip. new on the market! 52,
 OCEANVIEW - 3br condo that lives like a home! Great Jacksonville Beach building with its own pool, gated e
assigned parking, and direct beach access. Great views of the Atlantic Ocean, balcony with gas connection. S
 MARSH LANDING - Instant relaxation! This one-story home was designed with windows that capture the views of

magnificent natural surroundings around the lagoon. Wood-like file flooring throughout, fotally updated kitchen,
all-season Florida Room, 3-car garage! $1,189,000.

on an entire other portion of your life,”
she said. “You have to love it, and you
have to love the people you are doing it
with.”

With the pandemic hitting last year not
too long after they opened their new store-
front, Sailors Siren is excited to welcome
customers back with open arms. To shop
with Whit and Michele and support local
businesses, visit sailorssiren.com, or pop
into their shop at 415 3rd South, Jackson-
ville Beach.

o PONTE VEDRA BOULEVARD - Across from beach access, near The Lodge & Club, this stunning courtyard home sits on a
large lagoon lot. The center atrium provides complete privacy. 5 bedrooms have baths en suite! Built like a rock!
$3,250,000.

/4o ?87///

Jacksonville Business Jou 920
#3 Realtor in N&
Five Star “Best in Client Satisfaction” 2005-2020

904.382.5875

clare@clareberry.realtor

View our
beautiful city
by water!

*Sunset Cruises

*Dolphin Cruises

*Wine Tasting Cruise
*Full Moon Cruise
*Private Charters

Celebrating 5 Years!

Jessica Jadick is the proud business owner of
Florida Water Tours in St.Au

A —

Aspire to

be Great!

We Provide the Essential
Communication Tools!

EXECUTIVE GCOACHING SOLUTIONS

(904) 371-3024
executivecoachingsolutions@msn.com

www.ecscoachingsolutions.com

“Coaching at its highest levels of excellence”
- Barbara Tolliver-Haskins, MBA, PCC

Founder Executive Coaching Solutions 2004

ustine!

Free Parking
Restroom on Board
Bar on Board!

For Reservatio
FLwatertours.co
904-821-7728

info @ FLwatertour
Camachee Cove M:




16 BUSINESS WEEKLY FEATURING WOMEN IN BUSINESS Ponte Vedra Recorder - March 4, 2021

Womens Food Alliance
e 25 09 oy

|

in the culinary and
hospitality industry
throughout Northeast
Florida and

For Information and Membership:
Leigh Cort, Founder
leigh@leighcortpublicity.com
904-806-3613
www.WomensFoodAlliance.com

E he Womens Food Alliance cultivates and advances

Networking, Education, and Collaboration for women

SOUTh Georglq' The Womens Food Alliance Advisory Council 2021

!ll B ll"? lll'

Photo provided by Leigh Cort
From left: Liz Earnest, Mezza Luna Ristorante Chef Shelli McInnis, Mary Jane Culhane and
Women's Food Alliance founder Leigh Cort.

Women's Food Alliance
spotlights Mezza Luna Ristorante

The Women’s Food Alliance has cation and collaboration for all women in
resumed its monthly events showcasing the hospitality, food, beverage and event
members’ venues. Its dinner on Feb. 23 industries.
was held at Mezza Luna Ristorante in The diversity of businesses continues to
Neptune Beach, featuring General Man- expand through the members’ creativity,
ager Beth Ann Encinosa and Executive dedicated hard work and passion for hav-
Chef Nadine Ladson. ing an entrepreneurial spirit.

The Women’s Food Alliance continues Go to www.WomensFoodAlliance.com

to cultivate and advance networking, edu-  for more information.

Janet E. Johnson, P.A.

Criminal Defense Attorney

anet Johnson is committed to aggressively defending people accused in all
‘]criminal matters in state and federal court. In practice since 1994, she is
a member of the Florida Bar, The Federal Bar, Colorado Bar, as well as the
Florida Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers. She has been on the faculty
of FACDL “Blood, Breath & Tears” annual DUI seminar. Ms. Johnson has
been awarded the AV preeminent rating " from Martindale-Hubble® and was
named a fellow to the prestigious Litigation Counsel of America™, as well as one
of the ten best criminal defense attorneys nationally for client satisfaction by
the American Institute of Criminal Law Attorneys. She also appears as a legal
commentator on CNN and HLN.

Areas of criminal law that are handled by Janet Johnson:

* DUI Defense * Federal Cases * Robbery/Burglary * Assault & Battery ¢ Juvenile
Cases * Domestic Violence * Sex Offenses * Child Abuse/Exploitation * Health
Care Fraud ¢ Drug Trafficking/Possession * Shop-Lifting ¢ Probation Violations *

White Collar Crime

Please call our office for a free initial consultation.
3219 Atlantic Blvd., Jacksonville, FL. 32207 904.634.8991

janetejohnsonlaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon
advertisements. Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about
our qualifications and experience.
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The Recorder’s garden columnist Kathy Esfahani, of Kathy's Creative Gardens
& Nursery, shares her tips for growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

“The earth laughs in flowers.” — Ralph

Waldo Emerson

SPRING IS GETTING CLOSE TO
ARRIVING IN PONTE VEDRA BEACH!

According to Weather-
spark.com — and based on
growing degree days alone
— the first spring blooms in
Ponte Vedra Beach should
have appeared around Jan.
13, earlier this year!

That said, now is the
time to plant!

Start by adding lots of color and variety
to your landscaping with new bright,
colorful annuals. Have perennials in your
garden that survived the cooler days ... and
lots of rain? No problem! Once you have
cleaned and thinned out your flower beds
for planting, scatter your new selections
throughout, mixing both annuals and pe-
rennials for both pomp and circumstance!

Annuals are temporary season-to-season.
They exert their energy unconditionally,
with consistent vibrant colors until the
season ends ... and they do not grow back
year after year; hence, annual to the season.

Perennials however return year after
year! They last indefinitely, and most of
them will bloom in and out of color, but do
not give the constant vibrant color annuals

Kathy Esfahani
Columnist

Flower
of the Week:
Geronium _ ¢

e

provide. Most perennials will die down

in the winter and tend to look dead, but
they’re not. During early spring they just
need a quick pruning and voila, instant life
in a very short time. Be sure to remove any
dead stems, then wait patiently for them to
reappear for the new season.

FLOWERS TO PLANT NOW
Annuals: supertunias, delphiniums,
dianthus, dusty miller, bacopia, marigold,
calabrochia, verbena, New Guinea impatiens
Perennials: canna lily, shrimp plant,
blue daze, penta, gazania, hibiscus, man-
devillea, lantana, geranium

Email Kathy at kathys.creative.gardens@
gmail.com for any questions or gardening
tips you would like to see in the future.

Kathy'’s Creative Gardens & Nursery is
located at 196 N. Roscoe Blvd. in Ponte
Vedra Beach. (904) 655-7373

THANKYOU FOR VOTING US BEST NURSERY

IN PONTE VEDRA 2 YEARS IN A ROW!
4 KR, =
KATHY'S t"‘ P 4

Creatwve

GARDENS & NURSERY

We Prowde
€: Annuals/Perennials €3 Mulch/Pinestraw/Soil €z Large Palms/Trees
<z Planters/Fountains €z Delivery/Installation

< Full Service Quality Pavers Installs - Driveways/Patios

196 North Roscoe, Ponte Vedra Beach

904.655.7373 * kathyscreativegardens.com
Kathy Esfahani ¢ Kathys.creative.gardens@gmail.com

Certified Master Gardener and Professional Landscape Designer

15% OFF YOUR ENTIRE PI.IRCHASE

Must Present Coupon - Expires. 3/31/21

Not a standard practice,
Just the highest standards.”™

Get the skill and knowledge you need when you are transitioning
through a difficult family conflict or related Criminal Law issue.

Our highly-respected and accomplished Family Law attorneys
have the depth and experience to provide expert solutions in the
most complex cases. Three of our attorneys are strong, confident,
successful women who are aligning careers, beliefs and values.

For all of us, nothing is more important than family or a family in crisis.

AZISSER

904.353.3222 zisserfamilylaw.com
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ORCA Golf Bags releases 1st retail bag line

Five years ago, when Deborah and
Erica Bennett started to design and
build customized golf bags for large
corporate tournaments, charities and
individuals, they were comfortable in
their niche and thrilled with the re-
sponse they received about their unique
products.

During those years they were often
asked by golfers and passershy if they
could buy ORCA golf bags at retail.

Now, ORCA Golf Bags can answer
yes, as the company has launched its
first line of golf bags available for indi-
vidual purchase. The new line includes
six styles, each with ORCA Golf Bags’
unique styling to separate it from the
crowd of mass-produced bags.

To further underscore the point of
ORCA bags being unique, the name of
each bag is related to the ORCA nar-

rative. For the Bennetts, the ORCA is
symbolic of strength, power and unique-
ness, especially in an ocean of so many
types of animal.

The line is anchored by what chief
design officer Erica Bennett calls their
signature bag, The Apex, a hybrid cart
bag with a “hidden” stand made for the
golfer who most often rides, but when
practicing likes to occasionally walk
and to move about the practice area to
work on different parts of his or her
game. The concept is new and unique
to the ORCA line, thus not offered
anywhere else in the United States for
individual purchase.

In addition to The Apex, ORCA is
introducing the following bags to its
2021 line:

m ORCA Biggs Tour Staff bag is a
full-sized premium bag modeled after

the traditional PGA TOUR and LPGA
staff bag and starting at $595.

m ORCA Mini-Tour Cart bag is a
premium bag designed for the golfer
who chooses to ride and still wants a
full-service bag. Retails for $455.

m ORCA Dorsal 1 Stand bag is built
for functionality, durability and an
overall efficiency and is their lightest
daily-use carry bag, weighing in at only
4.6 pounds. Retails at $355.

m ORCA Dorsal 2 weighs in at only
6.5 pounds and has a little more room
than the Dorsal 1 with an extra pocket
for golfers’ necessities. Retails at $355.

m ORCA Calf is a good weekend or
after-work golf bag, small enough for
Par 3 courses, walking a quick nine,
for use at the practice tees or when you

GOLF BAGS continueson Page 19  ORCA

Photo provided by ORCA Golf Bags
Golf Bags has released its first retail bag line.

Momentum

Continued from 14

service to the people that he works with is
phenomenal.”
She said Muskaj makes training fun and
that he gets people very good results.
Merritt launched her business in 2005

Daym Jarohsmn

with a dream of delivering very high-
quality, exceptional service as a personal
trainer. It was a big step, and she took it.
“l guess | was kind of young and brave
enough to believe in myself enough that |
could do it all on my own,” she said.

Over the years, she’s had ups and
downs. Throughout, she’s worked hard to
make Momentum the success it is today.

S1/%BE,
O

M G

Still, she said, “I’m very thankful for the
community that we’re in. The people are
incredible.”

She said Momentum is about more than
getting a workout. It’s also about teach-
ing clients how they can live healthier
lifestyles.

“We use exercise and fitness as our tool
to help people kind of start their journey,”
she said. “But we do a lot of lifestyle
coaching within it.”

She differentiated Momentum from
businesses that she said offer “cookie-
cutter fitness.”

“No two people that I have ever worked
with have ever been the same,” she said,
adding that Momentum is “lifestyle-fo-
cused.” Its program is tailored specifically
to the person.
she

With 10 Years of IRS Experience!
We are here for you and your loved ones!
We are ready to prepare your
Personal & Business Tax Returns!

“It’s literally personal training,”
said.

Her programs are all backed by science
and are progressive, which means clients

continue to see results rather than hit a
plateau.

Momentum’s clientele range in age
from eight to their 80s, and the individual-
ized approach is what has helped make the
business successful.

“| think if you meet people where they
are, and you provide them with good ser-
vice and you get them good results, then it
supports the business,” Merritt said. “It’s
the quality of it.”

Muskaj said what he likes best about
what he does is educating clients.

“The more they know and understand
why we’re doing a certain thing, the better
off they are doing the movement, the bet-
ter off they are understanding and actually
doing it themselves whenever they’re not
able to come in and see me,” he said.

Momentum is located at 5150 Palm Val-
ley Road, No. 103, Ponte Vedra Beach.

For further information, go to GetMo-
mentumFit.com or call (904) 395-3266.

MARSH LANDING COUNTRY CLUB

Tax Consulting, Tax Planning,
IRS Representation

e Tax Resolution

Payroll & Sales Tax Issues
Balances, Tax Levies and Liens
IRS Audit Assistance

Make your appointment today!
www.Jacobsonaccounting.com
Located at 2201 Sawgrass Village Dr, Ponte Vedra Beach 32082

Phone: (904) 285-1040

»

“Your local accounting Expert with over 10 years of IRS experience

Step inside 5070 Bentgrass Circle & experience a beautifully
¢ decorated, coustal traditional home with 4946 sq. ft of spacious
B living built by Gary McCumber. The foyer opens fo a charming
dining room, a large 2-story living room, all with hardwood floors
& and a wall of windows & doors overlooking the pool & spa, This
@ 5 Br & 5.5 Ba custom home offers an abundance of first floor
=¥ [iving, from your downstairs master suite with a fireplace, sitting
room and large master bath fo the study with custom built in
hookcases & cherry wood paneling. The family room includes
— vaulted ceilings, walls of windows, a gas fireplace that opens to
- the kitchen with white cabinets & solid surface counters. Just
. minutes fo the beach, golf & club. This home offers the best of
Ponte Viedra Beach living! Just sold for $1,050,000

| DEDICAT ED TO EXCELLEN T RESULTS

B L 2019 President’s Circle Award
w Nl Janet Westling,

‘%l REALTOR’, GRI, CIPS ‘}{Eﬁﬁ‘é&ﬁ?
. \-, HomeServices
W (904) 813-1913 Cell L :
4" | Janet.Westling@bhhsfnr.com KRR ——
:;i www.JanetWestling.com |@iﬂ.s’ a2

©2020 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An indepentendly owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.* Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Chamber

Continued from 14

In fact, she said the county seemed to
be at a “crossroads of growth” where it
can be selective in what kinds of business
it wants. She emphasized the need for a
strong job market for the next generation.

“What kind of jobs do we want to create
right here at home for them?” she asked
rhetorically.

She listed several projects underway
that will create or help retain jobs. Among
these was the link, a 22,000-square-foot
coworking space and innovation incubator
being built in Nocatee; the newly complete
PGA TOUR global headquarters, which
has the capacity for 1,100 employees; the
Ascension St. Vincent’s hospital, which re-
cently broke ground and will create about
450 new jobs; the Baptist HealthPlace at
Nocatee; and Flagler Health+ villages at
Durbin Park, Murabella and Nocatee.

The medical facilities are expected to
promote the creation of related businesses
in their vicinity.

Also on the horizon are five new hotels

in St. Augustine and a proposed Baptist
Medical Center hospital at State Road 207
and Interstate 95.

Andrews offered some reasons so many
people want to live here.

For the ninth consecutive year, St. Johns
has been named the healthiest county in
the state. The school district has been
named the one in Florida where students
are most likely to succeed. Nocatee was
recently ranked among the top-selling
master-planned communities in the nation.
St. Augustine was named one of the 11
Best Small Towns in America. And St.
Augustine Beach was ranked number 8 on
the list of the 25 Best Beaches in America.

Andrews also listed a number of proj-
ects in the works for the Ponte Vedra area.

These include installation of a new
water main along Ponte Vedra Boulevard,
installation of protective sand on berms
along the coast, sidewalk improvements at
L’ Atrium Circle and sidewalk construction
along Palm Valley Road, and intersection
improvements at Solana Road and State
Road A1A, Roscoe Boulevard and Palm
Valley Bridge, Mickler Road and S.R.
A1A, and several other places.

Golf bags

Continued from 18

only need a few clubs. Retails at $119.
This new line of ORCA Golf Bags is
currently available online and soon to be

in green grass locations. Custom bags
for events, corporate outings, clubs and
individual personalization can be crafted
by going to www.orca-golf.com.

ORCA Golf Bags is the title sponsor
of The Orca Golf Bags Women’s Match
Play Championship presented by PXG.

2CARPET MAN FLOORING

1770 St. John’s Bluff Rd - 904-503-1400

Visit our showroom
for the best
selection, prices
& customer service!

CARPET
HARDWOOD

- LAMINATE

- CERAMIC TILE
LUXURY VINYL
PLANKING
AREA RUGS

We’re not just
recarpeting Northeast
Florida... We are building
relationships you can
count on

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm
Sun 12-4 pm

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm | Sun 12-4 pm
www.CarpetMan.biz

WE ARE

Part-Time S A& J W | = S

Medical/Dental /Vision/Life Insurance
Competitive Wages « Employee Bonus Incentives
Tuition Reimbursement « Career Advancement

Paid Vacation « 401 (k) with Company Match

Paid Training
All Hourly Positions

All Shifts

www.dailys.com/careers
careers@firstcoastenergy.com
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The Florida
Chamber Music
Project will
perform music by
Johannes Brahms
on March 21 at
the Ponte Vedra
Concert Hall.
Photo provided by
the Ponte Vedra
Concert Hall

Florida Chamber Music Project
to perform Brahms on March 21
at Ponte Vedra Concert Hall

The Florida Chamber Music Project
will perform music by Johannes Brahms
for a limited-capacity performance with
distanced seating at 3 p.m. Sunday, March
21, at the Ponte Vedra Concert Hall.

Enhanced safety measures and protocols
are in place, including contactless digital
ticketing and face-covering requirements.

Currently in its eighth season, the Flor-
ida Chamber Music Project will perform
Brahms’ Klavierstucke, Opus 118 and
Piano Quartet No.l in G minor, Op.25,
featuring Hyunsoon Whang on piano.

Whang and Florida Chamber Music
Project artistic director Susan Pardue
met when they both studied at the North
Carolina School of the Arts. Whang’s live
videos have been airing on PBS televi-
sion stations throughout the Midwest. She
serves on the Touring Artists Roster of the
Oklahoma Arts Council and has received

The Oklahoma Governor’s Arts in Educa-
tion Award. This performance marks her
third appearance with the Florida Cham-
ber Music Project.

“We are pleased to be able to perform
again at the Ponte Vedra Concert Hall,”
said Pardue. “These difficult times make
music even more important.”

Tickets are $25, $12.50 for students.
Tickets are sold in pre-configured group-
ings ranging from two to six seats per
pod. Pods are at least six feet apart and all
seats within the pod must be purchased
together. All tickets are digital.

Tickets are on sale at Ticketmaster.com
or at the St. Augustine Amphitheatre box
office, which is open from 10 a.m. to 6
p-m. Fridays and 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Saturdays. Only debit or credit cards will
be accepted. The Ponte Vedra Concert Hall
box office remains closed at this time.

Apex Theatre Studio to present
Lion King Jr. on March 21 at The Amp

Apex Theatre Studio will present a per-
formance of Disney’s “The Lion King Jr.”
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 16, at the Back-
yard Stage at the St. Augustine Amphithe-
atre for a limited-capacity performance
with distanced seating.

Enhanced safety measures and protocols
are in place, including contactless digital
ticketing, face-covering requirements and
mobile ordering for concessions.

Tickets for “The Lion King Jr.”” are
available now at the St. Augustine Amphi-
theatre box office and Ticketmaster.com.
The Backyard Stage at the St. Augustine
Amphitheatre is presented by Intuition Ale
Works.

Based on the animated film, “The Lion
King Jr.” follows young Simba on his
coming-of-age journey from frisky cub
to leader of the Pridelands. This 80-min-
ute, family-friendly musical features
hits including “Circle of Life,” “Hakuna
Matada” and “Can You Feel The Love
Tonight.”

"This group of young artists excels at
comedy and storytelling,” said director lan
Mairs. “We knew this piece would allow
us to highlight their gifts as performers.
Our version of this tale is rendered with

a great amount of imagination and joy.
There is less of a focus on pageantry and
more on the human tale which exists at the
heart of the story.”

Apex Theatre Studio is a nonprofit
performing arts training center celebrating
its fourth year. Apex fosters young artists
with a passion and curiosity for acting,
singing, dancing and stagecraft through a
series of master classes, intensives, read-
ings and theatrical presentation.

Tickets are $17 each. Reserved seating
tickets for Apex Theatre Studio’s “The
Lion King Jr.” tickets are sold in pre-
configured groupings ranging from two to
six seats per pod. Pods are at least six feet
apart and all seats within the pod must be
purchased together. All tickets are digital.

The St. Augustine Amphitheatre box of-
fice is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Fridays
and 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Saturdays.
Only debit or credit cards will be accepted
for payment.

Apex will offer summer classes at its stu-
dio at Town Center at World Golf Village,
425 West Town Place, Unit 112, to support
young actors in Northeast Florida. Summer
classes, intensives and workshop schedules
are available at www.apextheatrejax.com.

THEME: HEAD TO TOE
5 6 7

2-YEAR
_ TV PRICE

GUARANTEE

CALL TODAY - For 5100 Gift Card promo tode: Disine

1-888-416-7103 o-corex

BRING EVERYTHING
‘ % @@vuu LOVE TOGETHER!
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America’ Top 120 Package

190 CHANNELS

fonzm Including Local Channels!

Blazing Fast
Internet!
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ACROSS
1.*A or O, to blood
5. Catch a wink

17. Enormous ones
18. *Annual exam
20. Largest city of

8. "Don't know what Norway

to say" sound 21. Like a romantic
11.Eon, alt. sp. movie?

12. Severe blow 22.*Anatomical
13. *Blood ,type  pouch

of blood test 23. Work over with
15. Eastern , fists (2 words)
1947-1991 26. Levee next to
16. *Respiratory water mill

rattling 30. Not cooked

SUDOKU

“  ENJOYING A NEW SHOWER
T ISEASIER THAN YOU THINK

FREE IN-HOME

DESIGN CONSULTATION

4 9|2 3

© StatcPown Medaa
Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

31.What a terrorist
wants to spread

34. Continental cur-
rency

35. Wide open
37.Charged particle
38. Colorado resort
39. Hipbones

40. Recede, as in tide
(2 words)

42.Laos resident

43. Stinging shrub, pl.
45. Handrail's main
supports

47. Caribou kin

48. Relating to a lobe
50. Saint's topper
52.*Lin ACL

55. Bad-tempered
56. Affirm with con-
fidence

57.Stain on Santa
59. Work the dough
60. Tiger Woods' pegs
61. Ruptured
62."_____my party,
and I'll cry if | want
too.."

63. Store posting,
abbr.

64. *Largest organ

DOWN

1. Can opener

2. Crowd's judgement
3. Tubby little cubby
4. Enclose within a
cyst

5.W.E.B Du Bois's org.
6. Assuage

7.Spa treatment

8.2016 western
" orHigh Water"
9.Type of shark

10. Not Miss or Ms
12. Influenza

13. Sandbar

14. *Cardiac, smooth
or skeletal ones

19. Quickly fry

22. Knightly title

23. *Cerebellum
location

24.Two under on
one hole

25. Look forward to
26. *Kissing disease?
27.Having two parts
28. Beatles: "He's
- nowhere
man" (2 words)

29. Plural of #26 Down
32.*12 pairs of these
33, Rip off

36. *a.k.a. kneecap
38. Mr.T's team

40. Comic book cry
41. Unlocks the gate
44, Andrew Webber's
middle name

46. Forcefully grabs
48.*Blood filter

49. S-shaped moldings
50."The ____ forRed
October"

51. Greek god of war
52. Strip of wood

53. Breakfast spot?
54. Spelling or Kelly
55. Biathlon equip-
ment

58.0ne less than jack
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PVHS girls soccer heads to state final

Victory over Land O'Lakes
sets up rematch against
defending state champs

By Paris Moulden

In a completely unfamiliar season, the
Ponte Vedra girls soccer team will face a
familiar foe in its second consecutive state
championship title game.

The Lady Sharks defeated host Land
O’Lakes 1-0 in the Class 5A state semifi-
nals Friday, Feb. 26, setting up a show-
down in the state final with Archbishop
McCarthy, which defeated PVHS 2-0 in
the state championship game last season.

Ponte Vedra coach Dave Silverberg
said while the two teams have been in this
position not so long ago, a lot has changed
since that showdown.

“When you get to the final, you're just
excited to be there,” Silverberg said.

Photo provided by Colleen Mabe
The Ponte Vedra girls soccer team celebrates after winning the Class 5A state semifinal against
Land O'Lakes on Friday, Feb. 26. The Lady Sharks will play Archbishop McCarthy in the state
championship game on Friday, March 5.

victory over Gainesville in the regional
quarterfinals — and following with three
consecutive shutouts against Seabreeze,
Gulf Breeze and Land O’Lakes en route
to the state title game. Goalkeeper Audrey
Johnson has helped the Sharks earn six
shutouts in their last seven games.

“We take pride in the defense, but the
offensive attackers are very strong, as
well,” Silverberg said.

Offensively, PVHS is led by Maggie
Mace with 11 goals and nine assists and
Tamlyn Parkes and Ella Shapiro with nine
goals and seven assists apiece.

While the state championship may
seem like a lot of added stress, Silverberg
said he’s happy where the team mental-
ity is heading into the game. During the
postseason, the players were aware if they
lose, the season is over, he said, but head-
ing into Friday's game, the season ends
regardless, so that actually alleviates some
of the pressure.

“Teams change year-to-year. They’re dif-
ferent, we’re different, so it’s not going to
be the same matchup.”

While sports teams across the country
have had the added obstacle of dealing
with the COVID-19 pandemic, the silver
lining for the Lady Sharks may have been

rotate more players throughout the season.
“| think this year, we have a little more
depth,” Silverberg said. “COVID kind of
forced us into different playing situations.
The pool of players we can feel confident
about is larger than previously.”
The pandemic may have also given the

to persevere during tough times.
“There is nothing good about it [CO-
VID], but it teaches them that there is
adversity, and you have to deal with it,
and these kids have,” Silverberg said.
The Lady Sharks’ defense has been
stellar in the postseason, giving up just

“It’s the last game, no matter what,” Sil-
verberg said. “There’s only us and them,
and someone’s going to win. We’ve just
tried to put ourselves in the best position
for it to be us.”

Ponte Vedra (13-3-5) and Archbishop
McCarthy (18-4-1) face off in the Class

the ability to face new competition and

team the opportunity to better learn how

one goal during the playoffs —in a 9-1

5A state final at 4 p.m. Friday in DeLand.

18th annual JAGA
Scholarship Golf
Classic raises $20,500

The Jacksonville Area Golf Association recently
hosted its 18th annual JAGA Scholarship Golf Classic
at Ponte Vedra Inn and Club and raised $20,500.

The event’s success was assured by the early com-
mitment of title sponsors Nader’s Pest Raiders and
the Karl G. Estes Foundation, with a number of other
companies and individuals providing critical support
through various levels of sponsorship. A few sponsors
committed on the eve of the tournament to push the
donation total over $20,000.

The Classic returned to its longtime home the Ponte
Vedra Inn & Club after the Inn closed for almost one
year to make significant renovations to the Classic’s
host Ocean Course, where 116 golfers participated
in the four-man scramble on Feb. 22. Prizes were
awarded to teams based on both gross and net scores.

The money raised will support JAGA’s 2021-2022
Charitable Trust program, which provides annual
scholarship support to up to 28 students. The current
recipients represent 16 JAGA-member clubs and attend
16 different colleges in and outside Florida. Since the
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Photo provided by JAGA
Former JAGA president and Ponte Vedra Inn & Club mem-
ber Adair Roberts (left) presents JAGA Charitable Trust
vice chairman Michael McKenny with a check after raising
$20,500 in the 18th annual JAGA Scholarship Golf Classic.

trust was formed in 1974, JAGA has awarded approxi-
mately $1.8 million to more than 375 area students
who aspire to earn college degrees.

Former JAGA president Adair Roberts (2014-15), a
Ponte Vedra Inn & Club member, once again chaired
the event. Roberts was joined in the check presenta-
tion ceremony after play by JAGA Charitable Trust
vice chairman Michael McKenny, who sat in for chair-
man Wayne St. Clair. The event was launched in 2003
by another former JAGA president, the late Bill Black
(1993-94) and carries on in his memory today.

Dustin Johnson commits to
THE PLAYERS Championship

Justin Thomas, Collin Morikawa, Patrick Cantlay
set to join world No. 1-ranked player in field

THE PLAYERS Championship announced Tuesday that
2020 FedExCup Champion and current world No. 1-ranked
player Dustin Johnson has committed to the 2021 event,
which returns to TPC Sawgrass March 9-14.

The 24-time PGA TOUR winner will be joined by fellow
U.S. players Justin Thomas, Collin Morikawa and Patrick
Cantlay, with all four in search of their first PLAYERS title.

Johnson’s last win on the PGA TOUR came at the 2020
Masters Tournament. The 36-year-old has at least one win in
each of his 14 seasons on TOUR — tying Tiger Woods for
the third-longest streak to begin a career in TOUR history.

Thomas, who has just one top-10 in five starts at the
event, would become the fourth player to win THE PLAY-
ERS, the FedExCup, a major championship and a World
Golf Championships event (Woods, Henrik Stenson, Rory
Mcllroy) should he come out on top next week.

Morikawa, 24, will enter THE PLAYERS as one of the
game’s hottest golfers following a victory at the WGC-
Workday Championship at The Concession.

Cantlay, the current leader in the 2020-21 FedExCup, will
enter THE PLAYERS in search of his first career top-10 in
three prior starts at the event.
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All Line Ads are 4 lines,

20 to 25 Characters Per Line.
*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

Private Party Line Rates

+$14.00 1 week « $23.00 2 weeks
+ $31.00 3 weeks « $37.50 4 weeks
Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV's, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
«$22.50 1 week « $39.00 2 weeks
« $55.50 3 weeks « $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or
to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate

1x2 (2"x2") $40.50/1 wk « $70.00/2 wks. « $100/3 wks.

1x3 (2"x3") $61.50/1 wk. « $112.00/2 wks. « $150.00/3 wks.
(4"x2") $82.00/1 wk. » $153.00/2 wks. « $200.00/3 wks.

2x3 (4"x3") $123.00/1 wk. +5225/2 wks. « $300/3 wks.

2x2
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Message to Advertisers:

All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy
the first week of publication. We will only apply credit
for the first run and credits are subject to approval by
the Publisher. If ad is cancelled prior to first insertion,
cancellation must be made by the classified deadline
of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal,
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x4 $96.52/month
1.5x6 $149.52/month

Rate Guide for: The Recorder

I | BMERICAN

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

FRIDAY 5PM 904-285-7232
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Financial
Service

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills.
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE
debt relief quote:

Call 1-877-316-7129

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Time-
share  Cancellation  Experts.
Over$50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get
freeinformational package and learn
how to get rid of your timeshare!
Freeconsultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. Call 844-405-1099

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in
24-48 months. Pay a fraction of what
you owe. A+ BBB rated. Call
National Debt Relief 1-855-959-7825

Health Service/
Medical

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-855-457-9751

Health Service/
Medical

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer
or Mesothelioma? Exposed to As-
bestos Pre-1980 atWork or Navy?
You May Be Entitled to a Significant
Cash Award! Smoking HistoryOkay!
Call 1-888-789-0415

Life Alert. One press of a button sends
help FAST, 24/7! At home and on the
go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
877-354-1492 FREE Brochure.

FL Licensed CNA/Caregiver w/15
years experience in Geriatric care.
Clean FBI background - very good
references. Looking for private duty
job. Call Nica: 904-370-9178

3§,

MERCHANDISE. "

Medical Supplies

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one
FREE! High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Nearly invisible!
45-day money back guarantee!
855-501-9969

Medical Supplies

Stay in your home longer withan
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1,500 off, including
afree toilet, and a lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation! Call us
at1-877-583-3563 or visit www.walki
ntubquote.com/cpf

Health, Beauty & /
Fitness Aids

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for [350] proce-
dures. Call 1-833-424-6043 for
details. www.dental50plus.com/

Satellite Sales
& Service

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low
As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today
1-877-929-1176

DISH Network. $59.99 for 190
Channels!  Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call
today! 1-855-895-7245

Satellite Sales
& Service

High-Speed Internet. We instantly
compare speed, pricing, availability to
find the best service for your needs.
Starting at $39.99/month!  Quickly
compare offers from top providers. Call
1-855-956-3567

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions
apply. 1-855-340-3064

4G LTE Home Internet Now
Auvailable! Get GotW3 with lightning
fast speeds plus take your service
with you when you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-888-708-1498

Computers
& Equipment

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON
SITE provides FREE diagnosis RE-
MOTELY 24/7 SERVICE DURING
COVID19. No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon 86407! Restric-
tions apply. 1-855-993-4172)

Sl Mone
PLACE AN AD

TRANSPORTATION:

Autos For Sale

2015

Lexus RX 350
In great shape.
All the bells and
whistles.
Mileage is 73,800.
Asking *21,300
Call John
904-424-0182

DIRECTORY

To advertise in the Worship Directory
call April ot 904-285-8831

Christ Episcopal Church

be BOLDT

Sunday Worship
7:45, 9:00, 11:15 a.m., 5:00 p.m. Church,
9:00 Chapel, 9:00, 11:15 a.m. Contemporary
10:15 a.m. Christian Formation
Nursery available

Misa en Espaiiol
Domingos 12:45 p.m. Almuerzo 12 - 12:40 p.m.

904-285-6127

400 San Juan Drive, Ponte Vedra Beach
christepiscopalchurch.org
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Lord of Life
WWiLutheran Church

Worship in an open-air pavilion
A simple place for reflection during these trying times.
Bring a mask. Everything’s in the program.
Touchless togetherness!
Sunday at 9:45 a.m.
276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
(904) 285-5347 « www.LordofLifePVB.org

L

Hodges Campus
4420 Hodges Blvd.

Wednesdays
6:30pm

Sundays
9:00 and 10:30am

ChetsCreek

CHURCH

chetscreek.com

Nocatee Campus

Meeting at
Valley Ridge Academy

105 Greenleaf Dr.

Sundays
9:30 and 11:00am

Miscellaneous

Thinking about installing anew show-
er? American Standard makes it
easy. FREE design consultation.
Enjoyyour  shower again!  Call
1-844-230-0741 today to see how
you can save $1,000 oninstallation,
or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/fl
media

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
844-721-1875 or visit www.Life55plus
.info/flma

GENERAC Standby Generators. The
weather is increasingly unpredictable.
Be prepared for power outages. FREE
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-855-708-4101.
Special financing for qualified cus-
tomers.

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Call for Free
Author’s Guide 1-844-218-1247. http://
dorranceinfo.com/florida

Timed Online Auction

Fuel Transport and Logistic Carrier
Fleet of Commercial Trucks and
Trailers (Tampa, FL)

Bidding closes: Thurs, March
11th, 2021 at 10AM

Sale will consist of: International,
Peterbilt, Freightliner, Volvo, Ken-
worth and Mack Trucks; Fruehauf
and Heil Fuel Tank Trailers; Ford
and White Fuel Tank Wagons;
Peterbilt Tow Truck; Ford F450
Utility Truck. Registration, catalog,
photos and terms available at
www.moeckerauctions.com.
Pick-up/removal: Tampa, FL.
Preview: 03/10 by appointment.
Call for details (954) 252-2887 |
(800) 840-BIDS

Case No. 8:20-bk-6034-CED
AB-1098 AU-3219, Eric Rubin

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanceddebris
-blocking gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today.15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior &  Military  Discounts.
Call1-866-287-4769

Need Help with Family Law? Can't
Afford a $5000 Retainer? https://www
familycourtdirect.com/?network=1

Low Cost Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-$1500 - Get
Legal Help Now! Call
1-844-415-4092 Mon-Fri 7am to 4pm

We have Clinics
STATEWIDE. Medical
Marijuana Clinics,
call today!

Call 1-833-420-0421
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Miscellaneous

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 50
to 80). No medical exam. Affordable
premiums never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy will only be
cancelled for non-payment. 1-
833-946-2478 (1)

Sl Mone
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VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espanol

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas interests. Send
details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

Searching for products to resell? $50 Laptops, $30 TV’s, $10
Smart Phones, $4 Jeans. Liquidations from 200+ leading liquida-
tors. Visit: CloseoutsOnline.com

The Association of Community Publishers (ACP) is searching for
an Executive Director. If interested, visit afcp.org or ifpa.com and

click on the “Executive Director Search” link for more details.

Donate your car to kids! Fast free pickup running or not- 24 hour
response. Maximum tax donation. Help find missing kids! 877-
831-1448 New Ad Copy!

If you or a loved one worked around the pesticide Roundup
(glyphosate) for at least 2 years & has been diagnosed with
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, you may be entitled to compensation.
855-341-5793

Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical Office
Professional at CTI! Get trained & certified to work in months!
888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET) Do Not Run In CA

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help fast 24/7! At home
and on the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. Free first aid kit (with
subscription.) 877-537-8817 Free brochure.

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality rechargeable Nano hearing
aids priced 90% less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day
money back guarantee! 833-669-5806

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage system. Save
money, reduce reliance on grid, prepare for outages & power
your home. Full installation services. $0 down financing option.
Request free no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

ENJOYING ANEW SHOWER
ISEASIER THAN YOU THINK

FREE IN-HOME
DESIGN CONSULTATION
CALL TODAY

To inquire about placing
an ad in this section,
call 579-2154

Thinking about installing a new shower? American Standard

makes it easy. Free design consult.1-888-674-3005 today to see
how to save $1,000 on installation or visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/display

HughesNet Satellite Internet — Finally, no hard data limits! Call
Today for speeds up to 25mbps as low as $59.99/mo! $75 gift
card, terms apply. 1-844-863-4478

GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is increasingly
unpredictable. Be prepared for power outages. Free 7-year
extended warranty ($695 value!) Schedule Free in-home assess-
ment. 1-844-334-8353 special financing if qualified.

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of
data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions
apply. 1-888-796-8850

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, most advanced
debris-blocking protection. Schedule free estimate. 15% off
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

Dental insurance- Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. Covers
350 procedures. Real insurance- not a discount plan. Get your
free dental info kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58
#6258

Protect your home w/home security monitored by ADT. Starting
at $27.99/mo. Get free equipment bundle including keypad, mo-

tion sensor, wireless door & windows sensors. 833-719-1073

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Channels. Stream news,

live events, sports & on demand titles. No contract/commitment.

1-866-825-6523

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is capable of
full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. Call
877-929-9587

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed Internet.
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote.
Some restrictions apply. Promo Expires 7/21/21.1-833-872-2545
Miscellaneous New authors wanted! Page Publishing will help
self-publish your book. Free author submission kit! Limited offer!
866-951-7214

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES

NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY!
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1102 A1AN., Unit 108
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904.285.8831

GENERAC
e — |

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-334-8353
7Year Extended Warranty*

FRE A $695 Value!

Offer valid February 15, 2021 - June 6, 2021

o, el

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer.
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

ur Community Voice for 50 Years

PONTE VEDRA V

Recorder

Not your average newspaper, not your average reader

COVERING THE BEST CITY IN FLORIDA
Pleasingly
Affo rdable

3 One-Year Subscription $35
3 6-Month Subscription $20

iST JOHNS C( COUNTY'S

I NEWEST LUXURY
"COMMUNITY

D NO MONEY‘
?VEeI:lII bill you later!

Name

Address

City State Zip

Email

For fastest service, call 904.285.8831

*At the end of your subscription, you will be automatically renewed at our renewal prices then in effect. A bill will be
sent at the end of your subscription term. Cancel at anytime for a 100% refund on unmailed copies.

Check out ou
Reécorder

entertainment|>41:7:\

Advertise in the Recorder!
Call (904) 285-8831

CQudokuy, Crossuords,
oAl nggu & Mow
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AUNDERWMD'S

Since 1928 Florida’s Finest Jeweler

INVITES YOU TO MEET WITH AN EXPERT BUYER
AT AN EXCLUSIVE TWO-DAY BUYING EVENT

/ SELL THE JEWELRY, DIAMONDS, WATCHES,
€ D AND COLLECTIBLES FOR IMMEDIATE PAYMENT
OR TRADE UP FOR 25% MORE.
Since 1928 Florida’s Finest Jeweler
FRIDAY, MARCH 19™ 10:00AM-6:00PM
The Sh f Ponte Vedra (904) 280-1202 ’
© Shoppes of Ponte Yedia H04) SATURDAY, MARCH 20™ 10:00AM-5:00PM

Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida

underwoodjewelers.com CALL TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
904-280-1202





