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Naturalist Kelly Ussia 

shows off a baby 
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Learn More at

photoark.jacksonvillezoo.org

WHAT’S THIS?

Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to 
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. Email submissions to 
pvrecorder@opcfla.com or bring them by our office at 1102 A1A N., 
Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach. Submissions may be published in the 
paper, on our website or on our social media platforms.  

Visit our website at www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Also, check out the Ponte Vedra 
Recorder channel on YouTube.

Find us on Twitter 
@PonteVedraNews 
and on Instagram 
@pvrecorder 

Hugh Osteen
Florida Market Manager
hugh@opcfla.com 
(904) 285-8831

Susan Griffin
Publisher
susan@opcfla.com 
(904) 686-3938

Maggie FitzRoy
Editor 
maggie@opcfla.com 
(904) 686-3939

Paris Moulden
Page Designer/Reporter
paris@opcfla.com
(904) 285-8831, ext. 3943

Christine Rodenbaugh
Reporter
chris@opcfla.com
(904) 285-8831

Amber Lake
Reporter
amber@opcfla.com
(904) 285-8831, ext. 3945

Daniela Toporek
Reporter
daniela@opcfla.com
(904) 285-8831, ext. 3941

Ed Johnson
Senior Account Executive
ed@opcfla.com 
(904) 285-8831, ext. 3940

Kristin Flanagan
Account Executive
kristin@opcfla.com
(904) 285-8831, ext. 3950

April Snyder
Sales Assistant
aprils@opcfla.com 
(904) 285-8831, ext. 3937 

Bob Bueno
Circulation Manager 
bbueno@opcfla.com     
904-463-0962

Subscription Rates, Bulk Mail: 
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Do you know what this is?
Email answer to pvrecorder@opcfla.com 
by Monday at 5 p.m.

All correct entries will be entered into a 
random drawing to win tickets for two 
adults and two children to the Jacksonville 
Zoo. In order to allow as many families as 
possible to win, participants are only 
eligible to win a ticket prize pack once  
every four months.

ADOPT A PET

St. Johns County Pet Center
Cat adoptions are $30 for males and $40 for females. Dog adoptions are $45 for males and $60 for females. 
Adoption fees include microchipping, neutering/spaying, rabies vaccinations and shots. The Pet Center is 
located at 130 N. Stratton Road in St. Augustine, off U.S. 1 between County Road 210 and International Golf 
Parkway. Business hours are Tuesday through Friday 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
center is closed to the public on Sunday. On Monday, the office is open by appointment only to claim a 
lost pet. For more information, please call the St. Johns County Pet Center at (904) 209-6190.

Any new pet being introduced to a new home will need time to adjust to its new environment. Please reinforce 
house training and behavioral training, and be mindful of interacting with other pets.

CAT OF 
THE WEEK
 Scout was 
picked up and 
brought to the 
Pet Center as 
a stray. He is  a 
black, 4-year-old 
male domestic 
short hair. This 
handsome boy 
is very lovable, loves to be scratched behind 
his ears and cuddled. He also has bright 
golden eyes and a little bobtait. Come see 
Scout at the Pet Center today. #53511

DOG OF 
THE WEEK 
AXL was brought in 
to the Pet Center as a 
stray. He is a 2½-year-
old  male, neutered 
terrier/lab mix. AXL 
is very athletic, loves 
to run, play and give 
kisses. He’s light 
heartworm positive, 

so the adoption fee is waived and the Friends of the 
St. Johns County Pet Center will sponsor up to $250 
towards the heartworm treatment. Come see AXL 
at the Pet Center today. #53205

Five readers correctly identified last week’s 
photo as the sign for Christ Episcopal Church. 
The winner of the random draw was Julie 
Briggs. Congratulations, Julie — you may 
pick up your prize at the Recorder office     
during normal business hours.
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PV2-LV45860

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!

P
V
2-
LV

45
85

7

Offering sweeping east views over the sparkling pool & the PV lagoon, this painted brick Ponte Vedra classic was completely remodeled from the studs in 2016. The 
home embodies a clean & sophisticated yet casual aesthetic which fits perfectly with the laid-back Old Ponte Vedra lifestyle. Featuring wide open family, living, dining, 

& kitchen areas, a brand new spa-inspired master retreat, a sun-splashed Florida room, 3 additional bedrooms, 5 baths, 2 half baths, & a private office, this home is 
thoughtfully designed for casual beach living & entertaining! Complementing the fresh interiors are fabulous white oak plank floors throughout the home, charming 

pecky cypress wood accents & beams, tongue & groove wood ceilings, shiplap accents, a wood-burning fireplace with artfully designed stone wall & more. MLS 1034244

LUXURY COLLECTION

For more information, contact Missy DeKay:  904.613.2445 

545 LE MASTER DR.   |   PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL   |   4 BED   |   5 BATH   |   2 HALF BATH   |   4,679 SQFT   |   $2,695,000

Interested in your home’s value? Call our Watson Office: 904.285.6300  Like us on Facebook! Facebook.com/WatsonPonteVedra

1770 St. John’s Bluff Rd - 904-503-1400

Visit our showroom 
for the best 

selection, prices 
& customer service!

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm | Sun 12-4 pm
www.CarpetMan.biz

•  CARPET
•  HARDWOOD
• LAMINATE
•  CERAMIC T ILE
•  LUXURY VINYL
•  PLANKING
•  AREA RUGS

We’re not just 
recarpeting Northeast 

Florida... We are building 
relationships you can 

count on

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm
Sun 12-4 pm
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St. Johns County’s 2020 Census Com-
plete Count Committee has launched an 
educational campaign designed to inform 
residents on the community-wide benefits 
of St. Johns County receiving the most ac-
curate and complete census count possible 
in 2020.   

 The four-part campaign consists of 
an educational program, special events, 
speaking opportunities and partnership 
engagement. The multi-media educational 

campaign includes customized brand-
ing and messaging, a new website, social 
media presence, educational videos and 
printed materials. Residents can now also 
communicate with the committee via a 
dedicated email address and sign up for 
census alerts directly from the Census 
Bureau.  

 In addition, St. Johns County’s 2020 
Census Complete Count Committee will 
have a presence at special events and local 

farmers markets. Committee members 
will speak to local organizations and 
community groups. Partnership engage-
ment will occur throughout the county to 
demonstrate united support for an accurate 
census count. The Complete Count Com-
mittee is comprised of numerous notable 
St. Johns County organizations including 
the Chamber of Commerce, the School 
District, the Veterans Council, the Florida 
Department of Health, the City of St. 

Augustine and the City of St. Augustine 
Beach.

Information collected by the Census Bu-
reau will be used to distribute more than 
$675 billion in federal funds and grants to 
states, counties and communities. It will 
also help determine how many representa-
tives each state gets in Congress and will 
be used to redraw district boundaries. 

For more information, visit www.sjcfl.
us/census or call (904) 209-0573.

St. Johns County committee launches 2020 census campaign

Important notice to voters regarding  
March 17 Presidential Preference Primary

The Presidential Preference Primary Elec-
tion is open ONLY to registered Republican 
and Democratic voters to choose their party 
nominees for U.S. President.  

There are four candidates on the Republican 
ballot and 16 on the Democratic ballot.

 Florida is a closed primary state. Voters who 
are registered as NPA — No Party Affiliation 
— or a minor political party are not eligible to 
vote in the upcoming March 17 election. 

 Visit www.votesjc.com  and use My Voter 
Status to check your registration. You can 
register to vote or change your party up to 29 
days prior to any election. The deadline is Feb. 
18 for the upcoming March election.

 Online voter registration is available at 
www.registertovoteflorida.gov. Use the link 
to also make updates to your voter record or 
to request a new voter information card. Voter 
registration is also available at your local 
public library, Tax Collectors offices during 
regular business hours and the elections office.

 For more information, call (904) 823-2238 
or visit www.votesjc.com.

Mark Miner named chief deputy of county 
clerk of Circuit Court and Comptroller’s office

Mark Miner was recently named chief 
deputy clerk of the St. Johns County Clerk of 
the Circuit Court & Comptroller’s office.

As chief deputy, Miner is responsible to 
the clerk for overall operations of the office, 
including all work, projects, personnel orga-
nization, technology and public information 
efforts. 

“Mark will be a tremendous asset to the 
clerk’s office as he brings a wealth of manage-
ment, financial and government experience 
to this position,” said County Clerk Brandon 
Patty. “His leadership skills, both in and out of 
uniform, are unrivaled and will help our office 
reach its full potential on behalf of St. Johns 
County citizens.”

A former St. Johns County commissioner 
representing District 3 from 2008 to 2012, 
Miner helped lead the reduction of the county 
budget by more than 20%. Previously, he ran 
a financial services practice for Edward Jones 
and served as manager of military and diver-
sity recruiting for CSX.

A two-time veteran of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, Miner has been a member of the Florida 
Army National Guard since 2002. He recently 
concluded a tour of active duty with the Na-
tional Guard as a helicopter instructor pilot.

BRIEFS

By Amber Lake

Vicar’s Landing, in conjunction 
with Alta Mar, officially announced its 
plans for the expansion of the retire-
ment community and the moderniza-
tion of the Oak Bridge golf course. 

The announcement took place on  
Feb. 4 at the 3 Palms Grille, overlook-
ing the construction of the new course. 
In addition to revamping the Oak 
Bridge golf course, the land lease will 
allow for 238 senior living units. 

The expansion has come as no small 
feat, occurring to Dave Miller, owner 
of Oak Bridge. Plans had been in 
place as early as four years prior. Due 
to adjustments with the area HOA and 
residence requests, however, construc-
tion has been delayed.  

“We went through two different 
deals,” Miller said. “Anytime you try 
to bring about change into a commu-
nity that’s as established as this, you 
meet with resistance. But everyone 

rode in the same direction at the end of 
the day, including the PGA TOUR. We 
are all going to be better off for it.”

Currently, Vicar’s Landing is facing 
a 71/2-year wait list for admittance. 

Bruce Jones, CEO of Vicar’s Landing, 
said he is looking forward to the ex-
pansion of the 30-year-old retirement 
community, whose presence is “part of 
the fabric of Ponte Vedra Beach.”

Land lease announced for 
Vicar’s Landing expansion and 
Oak Bridge golf course revitalization

By Amber Lake
A brief and soft lockdown occurred the morning of Tues-

day, Feb. 4 at some Ponte Vedra Beach schools, according to 
St. Johns County Sheriff’s spokesman Chuck Mulligan. 

The schools affected were Ponte Vedra High School, Lan-
drum Middle School, PVPV/Rawlings Elementary School 
and Ocean Palms Elementary School. The decision was due 
to law enforcement activity in the area. 

Mulligan told the Ponte Vedra Recorder the decision for 

a lock down was due to a call about trespassing, with the 
caller alerting police to a possible shooting or gun posses-
sion. The individual involved was stopped by the police and 
was fully cooperative. Mulligan said the police did not find 
evidence of a firearm, later concluding the individual had 
actually thrown a wristwatch at the residence. Mulligan also 
stated the individuals involved knew each other and the call 
was related to a prior disturbance the day before. 

Given the proximity of the disturbance to the schools, the 
decision to lock down was given as, “an abundance of cau-
tion,” according to Mulligan, who cited the schools were not 
a component to the call. “Someone made a call concerning a 
gun and that heightens the awareness of everyone involved,” 
Mulligan said. The disturbance call was received at a subdi-
vision near Nocatee Parkway. 

Disturbance call results in 
soft lockdown in area schools
Ponte Vedra High School, Landrum 
Middle, PVPV/Rawlings Elementary 
and Ocean Palms Elementary affected

Photo provided by Vicar’s Landing
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By Christine Rodenbaugh

Everyone was a winner at the Jan. 30 
SOUPer Bowl fundraiser to benefit Hugs 
Across the County, but the People’s Choice 
Award went to The Ice Plant for its puree of 
mushroom soup with truffle creamy Parme-
san gremolata. 

Rich, Diane and Titus Dettra accepted the 
trophy for the recipe created by Chef Laird 
Boles. The soup is made with crimini and 
porcini mushrooms, chicken broth, garlic, 
onion, butter and cream. The gremolata is 
toasted bread, olive and truffle oils, Pame-
san, lemon zest, parsley and chives. 

“It’s an Ice Plant favorite created by Chef 
Laird,” Rich Dettra said.

In its fifth year, the SOUPer Bowl is large-
ly facilitated by International Baccalaureate 
and Hospitality Academy students at Nease 
High School to raise funds to help provide 
weekend meals for local food-insecure stu-
dents. For a $25 ticket, tasters sample soups 
prepared by 25 area restaurants and culinary 
programs. The winning soup in 2019 was 
chicken tortilla presented by St. Johns Tech-
nical High School Culinary Arts students. 

This year, a team of seventh-graders in the 
Freedom Crossing Academy 4H Culinary 
Club were the youngest competitors with 
chicken tortellini soup. 

Young chef Tristan said they developed 
the recipe because, “This is what we had in 
our garden.” Undaunted, the students look 
forward to the next culinary competition.

There were a few gluten-free, vegetarian 
or vegan options, including The Floridian’s 
chilled cauliflower coconut bisque with 
ginger, lemongrass and red pepper reduc-
tion. Genie and Jeff McNally chose to serve 
a cold soup because, “in Florida, you never 
know what the weather is doing.”

“We think of it as a palate cleanser that 
still has intensity of flavor,” Chef Genie 
McNally said.

Lulu’s Waterfront Grill served beer cheese 

soup with pretzel crouton. “It’s something 
we do at the restaurant and it goes over real 
well,” Sous Chef Brett Allen said.

David Cressler Jr, sous chef at Sawgrass 
Country Club, served spring minestrone 
verde with pistachio pesto crostini. He said 
the vegan, gluten-free soup was plant based 
with kale and leeks as the base.

“We prefer using local and fresh ingredi-
ents,” Cressler said. “It’s a vegan selection 
that’s good and healthy made with in-season 
ingredients. We also strive to support the 
community and farmers.”

Tasty soups were on the menu at the 
annual student-run event, but servers and 
tasters alike expressed a desire to give 
back. Karen Gaby recently moved to the 
area from South Florida. This was her first 
SOUPer Bowl. She and her husband thought 
it would be a good opportunity to learn 
about local restaurants.

“It’s exciting,” Gaby said. “I’m thinking 
of becoming a volunteer. It’s a great cause.”

She was sampling chicken and Tasso ham 
chowder prepared by Thomas Allen, sous 
chef at Vernon’s First Coast Kitchen and 
Bar. The day before the competition, he 
switched from serving chicken and dump-
lings to the chowder.

“I got in some Tasso ham and it was my 
inspiration,” Chef Allen said. “It’s Cajun 
ham smoked with a little datil hot sauce.” 

To cool off from tasting hot soups, Chris-
ty’s Dream Ice Cream served up samples 
of butterscotch, fabulous Oreo, ridiculously 
good coconut and other frozen flavors to 
eager tasters. And everyone could choose a 
commemorative bowl created by St. Johns 
County students.

At the end of the evening, Nease stu-
dents presented a check to Hugs Across the 
County in the amount of $39,342, just shy 
of their $40,000 goal. To help bridge the gap 
and put the total over the top, visit stjohn-
shugs.org and make a donation by Friday, 
Feb. 7.

Hot soup benefits local kids in 
need at 5th annual SOUPer Bowl

Jenna Sutphin (from left) and Sawgrass Country Club Sous Chef David Cressler Jr serve 
Ponte Vedra residents Becky Dykstra and Julie Colbert during SOUPer Bowl V at Nease High 
School on Jan. 30.

A hungry taster  accepts a sample of tortellini soup from the young chefs from Freedom Crossing 
Academy’s 4H Culinary Club, Tristan, Avadia and Dakota, at the fifth annual SOUPer Bowl at Nease 
High School on Jan. 30.

Diane (from left), Titus and Rich Dettra accept the 2020 People’s Choice Award for The Ice 
Plant’s puree of mushroom soup with truffle creamy Parmesan gremolata.

RIGHT: In addition 
to tasting soups 

from 25 area restau-
rants, patrons could 

choose a commemo-
rative bowl cre-

ated by a St. Johns 
County student.

BELOW: Karina and 
Sara of Trasca & Co. 

serve Zuppo Tras-
cana with a smile.

Photos by 
Christine Rodenbaugh
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Dr. Eric Sandler

A resident of Nocatee, Dr. Eric Sandler is medical director of the Neuro-oncology Program and director of 
the Vascular Malformation Program at Nemours Children’s Specialty Care and Wolfson Children’s Hospital

in Jacksonville. He is also associate professor of Pediatrics at Mayo School of Medicine.

Photo by Maggie FitzRoy

As told to Maggie FitzRoy

What is a typical day like for you?
A typical day for me is usually very 

busy. It involves taking care of patients 
in the hospital and the clinic and partici-
pating in a variety of research protocols 
working to improve outcomes for chil-
dren with cancer.

What types of cases do you have?
The majority of children I take care 

of are children with brain tumors. And 
the most exciting part of that is how 
much the outcomes have improved over 
the course of my career. When I started 
about 40 to 50% of children with cancer 
in general were cured. And now it’s 
over 80%. The other thing is we’re able 
to make those patients who are cured 
healthier as adults, without many of the 
long-term side effects that we used to 
see.

How about children with brain tu-
mors? 

For children with brain tumors it’s 
gone from 30% cured to 70 to 80% now. 

How so?
Because of the systematic research 

efforts around the whole country. Due to 
clinical research protocols designed to 
improve outcomes. We work in a coordi-
nated team. I meet multiple times a week 
with the radiotherapy physicians, the 
neurosurgeons, our psyco-social support 
team and our nursing staff to provide 
comprehensive care.

Has medication improved?
Yes, there are always new drugs being 

developed. The newest treatments being 
developed are based on the knowledge 
we now have as to what makes a tumor 
grow. So, we can target treatment to the 
patient’s tumor.

How common are brain tumors in 
children?

Brain tumors make up 20% of all can-
cers we see in children. In our hospital, 
that translates into 25 to 30 new patients 
a year. In the whole country, there are 
about 3,000 children with brain tumors.

Where do your patients come from?
From Jacksonville and the eight-

county region of Northeast Florida and 
Southeast Georgia.

What innovative treatments 
do you have?

We have the largest pediatric proton 
therapy center in the world in Jackson-

ville. It’s a UF program we partner with. 
Through it we see 80 to 100 additional 
children with brain tumors. My favorite 
program is that through Nemours and 
Wolfson I have an educational mission 
every year to Mongolia. We go and 
teach and work with their physicians to 
improve the outcomes of children with 
cancer in Mongolia.

Where did you grow up?
New York, in a suburb of New York 

City.

When did you decide to become a 
doctor?

That’s been my goal since I was in my 
early teens. 

When did you decide your specialty?
Not until I was in the third year of 

medical school. I originally thought I 
would go into geriatrics. But I loved 
taking care of kids. And in hematology 
and oncology, there is something new 
to learn every day. And because patients 

are treated over a long period of time, 
you develop relationships with the chil-
dren and their families. We take care of 
children with blood disorders as well as 
cancer disorders.

Where did you go to medical school?
University of Vermont. I did my fel-

lowship in Gainesville and met many 
doctors working in Jacksonville. After 
my fellowship, I went to Dallas, to the 
University of Texas Southwestern Medi-
cal School of Dallas Children’s Hospital. 
Wolfson invited me to look at a posi-
tion here, so that is what got me back to 
Florida. We’ve been here since 1998.

Tell us about your family.
My wife, Marcy, is a social worker by 

training. For the last 10 years, she has 
worked as a substitute teacher in  
St. Johns County, and she is involved in 
a number of community organizations.  
I have four children, ages 33 to 23. 
Three are married and I just found out 
today that I’m finally going to be a 

grandpop, so that’s exciting.

You personally have an insight as to 
what parents of children with cancer 
are going through. Tell us about that.

I have a unique empathy, because I 
was also a parent of a child with leuke-
mia. My daughter, Alyssa, was diag-
nosed when she was 3 years old. She 
went through three years of treatment 
and then at 9 years of age, she had a 
recurrence of leukemia and was treated 
for another three years. So, she is also a 
long-term survivor. She is now 31 and 
a special ed teacher at Landrum Middle 
School.

Do you enjoy your work?
I love what I do. Just helping children 

and families get through this and get 
healthy again. Wolfson and the work we 
are doing here is an incredible secret in 
Jacksonville. When parents here have 
children who are sick, they know they 
have the right place to get the best care 
for their children.
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2599 S. PONTE VEDRA BLVD.
$825,000

TRICIA 
BOWERS 
904.254.0446

DAVID J.
DARCH
904.962.4884

NEWMAN 
ROSSIE
904.591.4856

SHELLY
WILLIFORD
904.887.1655

KELLEY
PIERCE
808.781.6619

pontevedraproperties@yahoo.com

Waterfront Specialist

2345 & 2347 S. PONTE VEDRA BLVD.
$945,000 each

2827 S. PONTE VEDRA BLVD.
$679,000

2589 S. PONTE VEDRA BLVD.
$650,000 - Furnished

24985 MARSH LANDING PKWY. 
$1,089,000

309 ROYAL TERN RD. S. 
$1,045,000

7571 FOUNDERS WAY 
$929,500

965 PONTE VEDRA BLVD.
Lot/Build Package - $10,989,000

2519 S. PONTE VEDRA BLVD.
$995,000

4588 COASTAL HIGHWAY 
$1,350,000

MARSH LANDING COUNTRY CLUB REALTY
25655 Marsh Landing Parkway • Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida 32082www.mlccrealty.com 

All properties listed are in Ponte Vedra 
unless otherwise noted.

“It’s All About You”

BUY or SELL  with us and receive a FULL GOLF MEMBERSHIP 
to Marsh Landing Country Club with no initiation fee and up to 

6 months of complimentary dues.

Your Real Estate Experts from the Beaches and Beyond

REDUCED

14402 MARINA SAN PABLO PL . #704 
$799,900 or Rent for $3,900/mo.

312 KEELERS CT. 
$900,000

REDUCED

CICI 
ANDERSON

904.537.0457

T H E  C I C I  A N D E R S O N  T E A M

JENNA 
FISHER

904.881.4201

TISH 
FROCKT  

904.710.3862
Licensed Sales & 
Marketing Asst. 209 CLEARLAKE DRIVE 

$899,999

1800 THE GREENS WAY #1004
$164,000

10707 S. HAWAII DRIVE
$164,000

SOLD

Presented by Shelly Williford

11 COBIA STREET
$379,990 - Pool Home

Coming Soon
Presented by Shelly Williford

433 S. ROSCOE BLVD. EXT.
$859,990

New Listing
Presented by Shelly Williford

733 PONTE VEDRA BLVD.
$7,995,000

Presented by Tricia Bowers

12845 JULINGTON FOREST CT.
$273,000 - Jacksonville

965 PONTE VEDRA BLVD.
$4,100,000 - 200’ Oceanfront

MARINA SAN PABLO #406
$3,900/mo. Rental

19 BRIGANTINE CT.
$170,000 - St. Augustine

618  & 616 IBIS COVE
$1,100,000 & $650,000

5349 CHANDLER BEND RD.
$429,000 - Pablo Creek Lot

2654 L’ATRIUM CIRCLE S.
$349,000

340 PABLO TERRACE
$1,790,000 

REDUCED

REDUCED

Presented by Kelley Pierce

SOLD

Presented by Tricia Bowers

MARINA SAN PABLO #203
$765,000

1243 WINDSOR HARBOR DR.
$1,049,000 - Queen’s Harbour

New Listing
Presented by Kelley Pierce

128 INDIAN HAMMOCK LN.
$710,000

New Listing
Presented by Kelley Pierce

149 MARSHALL CREEK DR.
$249,000 - Palencia Estate Lot

New Listing
Presented by Kelley Pierce

24428 HARBOUR VIEW DR.
$734,900

Under Contract in 5 Days

3528 BAY ISLAND CIR.
$547,400 - Jacksonville Beach

Under Contract

SOLD

121 CARRIAGE LAMP WAY 
$1,295,000

Under Contract

12065 CRANEFOOT DR.
$539,990 - Jacksonville

REDUCED
Presented by Shelly Williford

2403 S. PONTE VEDRA BLVD.
$2,195,000

New Listing

New Listing

Coming Soon

Presented by Newman Rossie

Under Contract
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Having a Garage
Sale?
Let our readers know!

4 lines of text
for ONLY $14
(each additional
line is $2.15)

Call Daniela at 904-285-8831 x3941 
or email daniela@opcfla.com
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Thursday, Feb. 6 Friday, Feb. 7 Saturday, Feb. 8 Sunday, Feb. 9
First Friday Cosmic Concert at the MOSH
First Friday of the month are nothing but galactic 
at the MOSH with First Friday Cosmic Concerts. 
The MOSH's Bryan-Gooding Planetarium will 
present "total sensory entertainment" as lasers, 
HD images and digital sound work together to 
create a cosmic experience for all. Four concerts 
will be presented each hour from 7 p.m. to 10 
p.m., Feb. 7, featuring out-of-this-world music 
from popular bands. Admission is $5 per show 
for museum members and $10 per show for 
non-members. Arrive 15 minutes early and be 
aware that laser shows and light effects may 
cause seizures in certain individuals. For ques-
tions and more information, call the MOSH at 
(904) 396-6674.. The MOSH is located at 
1025 Museum Circle in Jacksonville.

Ponte Vedra Professional 
Networking Group meeting
The Ponte Vedra Professional Networking Group 
schedules weekly meetings, Fridays, inside 
Fidelity Bank, where members network with 
each other and guests. Each member/guest will 
introduce themselves and one member will pres-
ent about the businesses he/she represents. The 
next meeting is Feb. 7 at 8:45 a.m. Fidelity Bank is 
located at 110 A1A N. in Ponte Vedra Beach.

Vinyasa + Vino: Interactive Pairings
Who said that yoga practice and a glass of wine 
don't go together? No one at Big Fish Yoga. Join 
yoga instructor Kimberly Mashek for this Vinyasa 
+ Vino interactive event. Yogis will move through 
a unique pairing of gentle, deep-stretch yoga 
poses while sampling wines. Class is from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. and costs $45. To register or for ques-
tions and more information, call Big Fish Yoga at 
(904) 372-0601  or visit www.bigfishpoweryoga.
com/jacksonville-schedule. Big Fish Yoga is 
located at 3852 Third St. S. in Jacksonville Beach. 

Lemon Bar opening day
After the winter season, Lemon Bar is back in 
action and opening its doors at 11 a.m., Feb. 7. 
Guests can enjoy drink specials and soak back in 
the sun in Lemon Bar's outdoor patio. For ques-
tions or more information, call Lemon Bar at 
(904)  372-0487. Lemon Bar is located at 
2 Lemon St. in Neptune Beach. 

Birth Prep Workshop:
Preparing for a Positive Postpartum
During postpartum, a woman will go through 
physical, emotional, and hormonal changes, 
focusing on the baby while also taking care of 
herself. This class, hosted at the Greenhouse 
Playhouse from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m., is meant to 
walk expecting mothers and families through 
the postpartum period and discuss a postpartum 
plan. These monthly workshops are to empower 
and educate families so they feel confident 
throughout pregnancy, birth and postpartum. 
Each workshop covers a different topic as to 
what to expect. Tickets are $5 per couple or 
$10 at the door. Email doulamelina904@gmail.
com for questions, more information or to re-
serve a spot. Spots are limited to 10 couples 
only. The Greenhouse Playhouse is located at 
1238 Beach Blvd. in Jacksonville Beach. 

First Coast Newcomers Club card 
playing date
The First Coast Newcomers Club will host its next 
card playing date at a V Pizza restaraunt, Sunday, 
Feb. 9. Arrive at 1:30 p.m. to dine. After the meal, 
card playing begins at 2:30 p.m. The event is 
open to the public. For the exact V Pizza location, 
to join or for more information, contact the club 
organizer at (904) 814-9612. 

Great Gatsby Party at The Wine Bar
Flapper dresses, pearls, top hats and classic 
music from the 1920's. The Wine Bar is hosting a 
party, 6 to 8 p.m., Great-Gatsby-style, filled with 
hors d'oeurvres, traditional 20's dance lessons 
by Seaside Ballroom and a complimentary glass 
of champagne. For cost, questions and more 
information, call The Wine Bar at (904) 372-0211. 
The Wine Bar is located at 320 First St. N., #102 in 
Jacksonville Beach. 

Sundays at Surfer the Bar
Join Big Fish Power Yoga on Sundays for a free 
Music & Flow class at Surfer the Bar. The class is 
held upstairs at the bar and runs from 10 to 11 
a.m. every week. Bring friends and family and 
enjoy brunch and mimosas downstairs follow-
ing class. Register at www.bigfishpoweryoga.
com under the "classes" section. Surfer the Bar is 
located at 200 First St. in Jacksonville Beach. 

Porch Talks at Alpine Groves Park
St. Johns County Parks and Recreation has part-
nered with the Stetson Kennedy Foundation 
for "Porch Talks," a series where local experts 
discuss local issues focused on art, history, envi-
ronmental issues, and interesting personalities. 
Learn about the Northwest area of St. Johns 
County, including notable landmarks and the 
historical richness of the area. The Feb. 8 Porch 
Talk is titled, “The Ladies of Tea: 1700s-1900s," 
and will run from 5 to 6 p.m. This program is 
free and open to the public. For more informa-
tion, email AyoLane Halusky at ahalusky@sjcfl.
us or call (904) 209-0348. Alpines Grove Park is 
located in St. Johns County at 2060 SR 13
in Switzerland. 

Fight 4 Australia
From noon to 5 p.m., Feb. 8, The Mini Bar in 
Jacksonville Beach and Southern Swells is host-
ing a marketplace and fundrasier to support 
Australia Zoo Wildlife Warriors in efforts to help 
with the wildfire crisis in Australia. Enjoy local 
vendors, live music, Valentines raffles, a puppy 
kissing booth and more. Come out for a day of 
donuts, local brews and helping a good cause. 
For more information, email Beacheslocalmarket-
place@gmail.com 

SAFE Pet Recue adoption event
Safe Pet Rescue will be hosting an adopting 
event at the Pet Supermarket in Ponte Vedra 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 8. The 
mobile adoption truck will be parked near the 
entrance to Pet Supermarket filled with SAFE 
Pet Rescue dogs that are seeking new “forever” 
homes. For questions or more information, 
call SAFE Pet Rescue at (904) 460-0556. 
Pet Supermarket is located at 880 A1A N. in 
Ponte Vedra Beach. 

Farmers Market at the 
St. Augustine Amphitheatre 
Shop fresh foods, artisan goods and local art as 
shoppers enjoy local music and flavorful eats, 
Saturdays, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at the 
St. Augustine Amphitheatre. Pets are not allowed 
in the market. For more information, visit 
www.facebook.com/staugampmarket. The 
St. Augustine Amphitheatre is located at 
1340C A1A S. in Saint Augustine. 

Torah & Tea
Join fellow Jewish women for camaraderie and 
refreshments as they meet for "Torah & Tea," 
Thursday mornings at 9 a.m. This weekly study 
group finds relevant messages from issues 
discussed in the Weekly Torah portion. Reserva-
tions can be made by contacting Leah Kurinsky 
at lkurinsky@gmail.com or (904) 543-9301. Torah 
and Tea meets at Chabad at the Beaches, located 
at 521 A1A N. in Ponte Vedra Beach. 

'The Queen' screening at MOCA Jax 
Movies On The House is a program at the 
Museum of Contemporary Art Jacksonville 
that screens films that contribute to important 
cultural discussions of the time. The films screen 
both on campus and at MOCA Jax and are free 
for the public to enjoy. At 7 p.m., Feb. 6, the 
MOCA Theatre will screen the documentary, "The 
Queen," a behind-the-scenes of a national drag 
queen contest in New York City, including the re-
hearsals leading up to the contest, the conversa-
tions in the dressing room and the jealousies that 
emerge before and after the competition. The 
MOCA Cafe will be open for dinner for guests to 
snack while enjoying the movie. For more infor-
mation, call MOCA Jax at (904) 366-6911. MOCA 
Jax is located at 333 N. Laura St. in Jacksonville. 

Donuts and Doulas 
Join Mini Bar Donuts for this free event, starting 
at 3 p.m., Feb. 6, to connect and learn the ben-
efits of a birth doula.  Doulas will be answering 
questions about pregnancy, birth, breastfeed-
ing, postpartum and more. We want to bring 
awareness to expecting families about profes-
sionals that offer support during pregnancy, 
birth, and beyond. There will be free donuts 
while supplies last: Mini Bar Donuts is located at 
1300 Beach Blvd. in Jax Beach. 

Thirsty Thursdays at Al's Pizza
What's a better combination than pizza and 
beer? Every Thursday from open to close, Al's 
Pizza serves $1.50 Yuengling Lager and house 
wines. Al's Pizza is located at 635 A1A N. in 
Ponte Vedra Beach.  



YOUR AD
COULD BE

HERE
Call (904) 285-8831

for more info.

www.pontevedrarecorder.com
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Monday, Feb. 10 Tuesday, Feb. 11 Wednesday, Feb. 12 Thursday, Feb. 13

Amelia Island Book Festival
The Amelia Island Book Festival is a three-day 
celebration of the written word throughout 
various venues in Amelia Island. The festival, to 
be hosted Feb. 13 through Feb. 15, engages 
adults and youth in the hobby of reading and 
writing through a series of events featuring New 
York Times best-selling authors, independent 
publishers and authors, award programs and 
workshops. The festival starts at noon with the 
Kickoff Luncheon at the Omni Amelia Island 
Plantation, featuring best-selling author and key-
note speaker Lisa Scottoline. For the full line-up 
of events, locations and more information about 
the visiting authors, visit www.AmeliaIsland-
BookFestival.org. 

Cocktails & Creatives at Bog Brewing Co.
American Institute of Graphic Arts Jacksonville 
is headed to Bog Brewing in St. Augustine from 
6 to 9 p.m., Feb. 13, for Cocktails & Creatives. 
The event connects creative professionals like 
print/web designers, photographers, painters, 
writers, makers, and more, in a low-intensity 
social setting. Whether new to the city, a 
regular at AIGA or a seasoned professional 
getting back in the groove, the event encour-
ages the community at large to network, relax 
and find out what the latest updates are in the 
design world. For questions or more informa-
tion, email hello@aigajacksonville.org or visit 
the official website, www.jacksonville.aiga.org. 
Bog Brewing is known for its variety of classic 
beer styles, Belgian-inspired ales and Florida-
inspired seasonals. Bog Brewing Co. is located 
at 218 W. King St., #220 in St. Augustine. 

Cold War Kids with special guest 
Overcoats at Ponte Vedra Concert Hall
California indie-rock group Cold War Kids will 
perform at the Ponte Vedra Concert Hall at 7 
p.m., Feb. 10. Cold War Kids have become a major 
part of the modern scene, with a dozen releases 
on major and indie labels alike, non-stop tours 
and the festival circuit’s biggest stages. Ticket 
cost is $32 in advance and $45 at the door. 
Doors open at 6 p.m. For tickets or more informa-
tion, visit www.pvconcerthall.com. The Ponte 
Vedra Concert Hall is located at 1050 A1A N. in 
Ponte Vedra Beach. 

Run Club at Southern Swells 
Join Jax Beach Runners on Monday nights at 
Southern Swells Brewing Co. for an evening 
run starting at 7 p.m. It is a 4.2-mile route, but 
runners can run as much or as little as they'd 
like. After the run, hang out and enjoy $1 
Southern Swells beers for all who ran. For 
more information about Jax Beach Runners 
and their events, visit their meetup page at 
www.meetup.com/Jax-Beach-Runners/. South-
ern Swells Brewing Co. is located at 1312 Beach 
Blvd. in Jacksonville Beach.

Mario Kart Mondays at Brix Taphouse
Get fast and furious at the Brix Taphouse's Mario 
Kart Mondays from 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. Racers 
must sign up at 10 p.m. Winners will receive 
bragging rights for the wrrk and a bottle of Stoli 
Crushed. Spectators can enjoy happy hour from 
10 to close. Must be 21 and older to attend. The 
Brix Taphouse is located at 300 Second St. N. in 
Jacksonville Beach.

Ponte Vedra Beach Conservative
Women  voting registration 
The Ponte Vedra Beach Conservative Women will 
be conducting voter registration at the Ponte Ve-
dra Beach Post Office Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., beginning until the end of 
June, weather permitting. (weather permitting).
For questions and more information, call Elvira 
Hasty at (904) 705-5650 or email elvirafhasty@
gmail.com. The onte Vedra Beach Post Office 
is located at 130 Corridor Road in Ponte Vedra 
Beach. 

Lillies of the Valley support group
Lilies of the Valley is a monthly support group 
offered free of charge to widows in the com-
munity.  A luncheon and meeting is held the 
second Tuesday of the month, from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m., at Ponte Vedra Valley.  For more 
information, call the Ponte Vedra Valley offices 
at (904) 285-1130. Ponte Vedra Valley is located 
at 4750 Palm Valley Road, in Ponte Vedra Beach.

Educational Talk: Estuaries
Estuaries are areas where freshwater and saltwa-
ter meet and are a unique environment where 
dozens of animals call home. Join Park Naturalist 
Kelly Ussia from 2 to 3 p.m., Feb. 11, for a talk 
about this ecologically and economically impor-
tant ecosystem at the Ponte Vedra Beach Library. 
This event is free and open to all ages. For more 
information, call Kelly Ussia at (904) 209-0335. 
The Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library is located 
at 101 Library Blvd. in Ponte Vedra Beach. 

Men's Fellowship Lunch
Men of all ages are invited to join for lunch and 
fellowship, the second Tuesdays of the month, 
at LuLu’s Waterfront Grill in Ponte Vedra. Lunch 
is from noon to 1 p.m. and no reservations are 
needed. For questions or more information, call 
Bill Tickle at (904) 285-2795 or email williamrtick-
le@hotmail.com. Lulu's Waterfront Grill is located 
at 301 N. Roscoe Blvd. in Ponte Vedra Beach. 

Karaoke Tuesdays at theLOFT
Liven up a Tuesday and visit theLOFT for its week-
ly karaoke party. D.j. Keith Wilson will provide the 
tunes, with a variety of up-to-date songs and 
lyrics projected on a massive screen. The first five 
participants get a free shot of Fireball and brag-
ging rights. This event is free and open to those 
over 21 years of age. For more information, call 
theLOFT at (904) 551-1350. theLOFT is located 
925 King St., in Jacksonville.

Men's Over 40 Basketball
This active recreational group meets at the 
Palms Presbyterian Church gym (Fellowship Hall), 
Tuesdays at 6 p.m., for exercise and fellowship. 
The group is open to all who want to play some 
ball. For more information, call Paul Short at 
(904) 626-5305. Palms Presbyterian Church is 
located at 3410 Third St. S. in Jacksonville Beach. 

Flagler Health+ clinical job fair
Flagler Health will host a clinical job fair from 4 
to 7 p.m., Feb. 12, inside the Osceola Conference 
Room at the Flagler Hospital main campus. The 
hospital is currently hiring RN's, LPN's, and PCT's 
to be a part of of the Flagler staff and family. Fla-
gler offers competitive pay and benefits for those 
who are selected for these positions. Hiring man-
agers will also be on-site and hospital tours will 
be provided. For questions or more information, 
call (904) 819-5155 or email patientfeedback@
flaglerhospital.org The Flagler Hospital is located 
at 400 Health Park Blvd. in Saint Augustine. 

Newcomers of the Beaches 
annual birthday celebration
The Newcomers of the Beaches invites mem-
bers and nonmembers to join in the annual 
Mardi Gras birthday celebration from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., Feb. 12, at Marsh Landing Country 
Club. This social club consists of a diverse group 
of women who have recently moved to the 
beaches and/or have undergone a major life 
event. Grab boas and beads and join for an 
afternoon of fun, new friendships and games. 
For more information, visit www.newcomer-
softhebeaches.com or email Andrea Smith at 
abs520@hotmail.com. Marsh Landing Country 
Club is located at 25655 Marsh Landing Pkwy. 
in Ponte Vedra Beach. 

Family Bingo at Trasca & Co. Eatery
Join Trasca & Co. Eatery for a family-fun evening, 
Wednesdays, starting at 6 p.m. The restaurant will 
be hosting family bingo featuring pizza specials, 
craft beer specials and tons of fun. Bingo starts 
at 6 and runs until 8 p.m. Trasca & Co Eatery is lo-
cated at 155 Tourside Drive in Ponte Vedra Beach.

Ponte Vedra Democratic Club meeting
The Ponte Vedra Democratic Club will be holding 
its monthly meeting at the Ponte Vedra Library 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 12. The 
meeting will feature representatives from major 
Democratic Presidential candidates speaking to 
the candidates' policies. For questions or more 
information, call Ed Warren at (904) 294-7621. The 
Ponte Vedra Library is located at 101 Library Blvd. 
in Ponte Vedra Beach. 

Free calendar listings for community groups and 
nonprofit organizations are published at our discre-
tion on a space-available basis. Send your event at 
least 10 days before publication. Submit events to 
Daniela@opcfla.com or call (904) 686-3939.

Compiled by Daniela Toporek



Spring
Trunk Show
February 13 - 20

MARCIA’S
PLACE

Sawgrass Village  •   904-280-9212  •   marciasplacepontevedra.com

For a full listing of our cleaning services, visit 
oceansidecleaners.com or call (904) 642-6177.

3742 Southside Boulevard • Jacksonville, FL 32216
298 Solana Road • Ponte Vedra, FL 32082

Life is busy. Sometimes
a “to do” list is simply
overwhelming. We make 
it easy. If your clothing 
needs cleaning, text us at 
904-900-2990. We will 
schedule a free pickup of 
your order. And you? You 
can cross it off your list!

Got Laundry? 
Just Text Us!

By Maggie FitzRoy

When St. Johns County Parks Naturalist 
Kelly Ussia came to the Ponte Vedra Beach 
Branch Library Jan. 31 to do a PowerPoint 
presentation on snakes and alligators, she 
brought some live specimens with her.

Including a 4-foot-long corn snake, 
named “Maize.”

Maize seemed perfectly content wrapped 
around Ussia’s arm as the naturalist walked 
around the room with her, so the audience 
could get a closer look.

“I fed her a few days ago,” Ussia joked. 
“No big deal.”

Ussia gives hour-long presentations 
every month in the Friends of the Library 
Room about nature topics of interest to St. 
Johns County residents of all ages.

Her talk on snakes and alligators was 
popular and well received with adults and 
children in attendance.

“It was really good,” said Taner Sarac, 

a tourist from Turkey, after he snapped a 
closeup photo of the baby alligator Ussia 
brought.

Ussia opened her talk with facts about 
reptiles, including that they are cold-
blooded, lay leathery eggs, have scales, 
are vertebrates and breathe air. That 
includes alligators, she said. “Alligators 
are holding their breaths when they go 
underwater.” Although, she said, they can 
hold it longer than humans.

She then presented facts about snakes 
and listed the species that are found in 
Northeast Florida.

All snakes are carnivores, lack eyelids 
and external ears and don’t chew their 
food. They unhinge their lower jaws to 
take in and swallow food. All snakes 
can swim, although not all like to. And 
they are found in every continent except 
Antarctica. 

Florida has 45 native species of snakes. 
Six are venomous (she emphasized not 

Library visitors learn how to live with snakes, alligators

St. Johns County Parks Naturalist Kelly Ussia shows off a Corn Snake named 
“Maize” at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library on Jan. 31.

James Sylvester Brunson
James Sylvester Brunson, 93, of Ponte 

Vedra Beach, Florida, died Feb. 1, 2020. 
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family Fu-
neral Home & Cremation Centre. www.
quinn-shalz.com. (904) 249-1100

Merrill J. Palmer
Merrill J. Palmer, 80, of Neptune 

Beach, Florida, died Feb. 2, 2020. 
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family Fu-

neral Home & Cremation Centre. www.
quinn-shalz.com. (904) 249-1100

Marcel “Marty” H. Roy
Marcel “Marty” H. Roy, 89, of Ponte 

Vedra Beach, Florida, died Jan. 28, 2020. 
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family Fu-
neral Home & Cremation Centre. www.
quinn-shalz.com. (904) 249-1100

OBITUARIES

OBITUARUES continues on Page 11

SNAKES continues on Page 17

Photos by Maggie Fitzroy
Taner Sarac, a tourist from Turkey, takes a picture of the baby 
alligator Parks Naturalist Kelly Ussia is showing off.
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30 YEARS EXPERIENCCCE
treemastersflorida.commm

• Cranes
• Aerial Lifts
• Debris
Removal

CELEBRATING OUR

30TH YEAR!
• STUMP GRINDING
• GRADING
• LEVELING

Marina San Pablo 2nd story condo featuring open floor 
plan, luxury amenities, and private balcony with water 
views. Conveniently located near shops and restaurants, 
this effortlessly maintained condo is the ideal retreat 
from the modern world. 
2 bedrooms, 2.5 baths $475,000

With the Guana River to the west and the Atlantic 
Ocean to the east, this oceanfront home offers stunning 
panoramic views. Built with top engineering designs, this 
home thoughtfully merges comfort with sustainability. 
7 bedrooms, 7.5 baths $2,700,000

Take advantage of this unique opportunity to own over 
2 acres of oceanfront property situated on one of the 
highest dunes in Ponte Vedra Beach. North of Mickler’s 
Landing, this 6,047 sqft home with 248ft ocean frontage 
is the ideal place to design your dream oasis. 
5 bedrooms, 4F/3H baths $3,425,000

Las Mirandas / Oceanfront Condo
This first-floor fully furnished unit was totally renovated 
with the finest finishes & craftsmanship. Includes an 
office, staurnia floors, mahogany doors & built-in custom 
cabinetry.
 2 bedrooms & 2 bathrooms + powder room $1,650,000

Design your dream home on this oceanfront estate. With 
over 230 ft. of ocean frontage, this lush property will 
inspire your inner visionary and designer. Whether you 
are looking to build your dream home or renovate, this 
1.6-acre estate makes for the ideal place to call home.
4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths $3,650,000

Intracoastal Waterfront Condo Panoramic Guana to Ocean Views Design Ocean Dream Oasis

Most Desired Oceanfront Location in NE FloridaDesign Oceanfront Oasis

Elizabeth Hudgins, REALTOR®

904.553.2032 cell

Elizabeth@ElizabethHudgins.com
www.ElizabethHudgins.com

©2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC An independently operated subsidiary of Homes Services of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway Home Services and the Berkshire Hathaway Home Services symbol 
are registered servicemarks of Home Services of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Sarah Alexander, REALTOR®

904.334.3104 cell

Sarah@SarahAlexander.net
www.SarahAlexander.net

“From Cottages to Castles”

PV3-LV45888
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• Professionally installed
wall-to-wall carpet

• Large assortment of
in-stock area rugs
including Dash & Albert,
Karastan, Nourison

• Sisal, Seagrass, Jute
• Custom sized carpets

and rug pads

Bryan Page, owner and winemaker of Revolver 
Wine Co., visited Coastal Wine Market & Tasting 

Room Tuesday, Jan. 28.  Page (right, with Coastal 
Wine Market owner Steve Lourie),  made the 

Nocatee wine market his first stop on his Florida 
tour. “An incredible fifth time visiting, and we 

can’t get enough of you and your amazing wines,” 
Coastal Wine posted on its Facebook page.

Photo by Susan Griffin

WINEMAKER 
VISITS COASTAL 

WINE MARKET

NOCATEE HAPPENINGS

Janet Simpson
Janet Simpson, 84, formerly of Ponte 

Vedra Beach, Florida, died Jan. 7, 2020.  
Ponte Vedra Valley Funeral Home, Cre-
mation Center & Cemetery – (904) 285-
1130 – www.pontevedravalley.com

Lou Ann Swann
Lou Ann Swann, 70, of Jacksonville 

Beach, Florida, died Jan. 26, 2020.  Ponte 
Vedra Valley Funeral Home, Cremation 
Center & Cemetery – (904) 285-1130 – 
www.pontevedravalley.com

Obituaries
Continued from 10
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FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS

Vedra
Ponte Premier

Dental

Dr. Kevin neal  |  Dr. Michael Winter
Dr. Andy Maples  |  Dr. Brian Maples

100 Professional Dr.  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(904) 285-8407  |  www.pvpdental.com

Experience the good a simple smile can do.

249-3541 M-S • 11-5:30 • Sunday • 1-5

Richards Mattress &
Wicker Warehouse
1079 Atlantic Blvd. • Atlantic Beach

Next to Elvis’s Upholstery

www.richardsmattressandwicker.com

P
V
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What animal do you think is the cutest?

KIDS SAY
In this new feature of the Ponte Vedra Recorder, “Kids Say,” area children offer their answers for some 

pressing questions. This week, pre-K students at the Bolles School,Ponte Vedra Beach campus, were asked … 

“A pug. Because 
it’s so small and it’s 
the cutest to me.”

Reyna

Sponsorship opportunities for this special feature are available. Call Susan Griffin
at (904) 285-8831, ext. 3938 or email susan@opcfla.com for more information.

“A bird. Because 
they fly.”
Eduardo

“A cat. Because it 
goes ‘meow.’ ”

Daniela

“I think bunnies. 
Cause they have 
adorable eyes.”

Gilchrist

“A tiger. Because 
they fight a lot, 

maybe.”
Charlie

The Bolles School hosts ‘Super Bolles’ party
The Bolles School hosted 

its 39th annual Super Bolles 
“Party of Champions” Jan. 30. 

The event celebrated and 
thanked the school’s Agnes 
Cain Painter and Glynlea and 
Heritage Society donors. 

Held in Bolles Hall, the event 
included tailgate fare and live 
music with halftime remarks 
from President and Head of 
School Tyler Hodges.

Katy and Pat MurphyPhotos provided by The Bolles SchoolRob Olson (from left), Chris Stubbs and Laura Olson

Cathy Stupski (from left), David Moffett, Lori Moffett, Dr. Katherine Gold and Steven Gold
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February 25, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.

JERRY RICE
Hall of Fame wide receiver and three-time 

Super Bowl champion Jerry Rice is widely 
regarded as the best wide receiver to ever 
play in the National Football League, and 
arguably the greatest player of all time. 
During his 15-year career with the San 
Francisco 49ers, Rice won three Super 
Bowls (’88, ’89 and ’94), and one Super 
Bowl MVP. He enjoyed three seasons with 

the Oakland Raiders, including a Super 
Bowl appearance and one season with the 

Seattle Seahawks before retiring in 2005. Rice 
was elected into the Pro Football Hall of Fame 

in January 2010, his first year of eligibility. Rice’s meticulous 
preparation and work ethic during his 20-year NFL career 
became legendary. During his career, Rice was selected to the 
Pro Bowl a record 13 times, won the NFL Most Valuable Player 
Award in 1987 and was Super Bowl MVP in Super Bowl XXIII. 
In 1999 he was ranked No. 2 in The Sporting News’s list of 100 
Greatest Football Players – the highest-ranked active player and 
receiver – and in 2010, was voted the No. 1 player in the NFL 
Network’s The Top 100: NFL’s Greatest Players.

  Presented by 

2019-2020

FLORIDA FORUM
Times-Union Center for the Performing Arts

PRODUCED BY THE WOMEN’S BOARD 
TO BENEFIT WOLFSON CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

For Tickets & Sponsorship Information: 904.202.2886 
floridaforum@bmcjax.com | thefloridaforum.com

FL_Forum_PVR_1_4.875x6.25.indd   1FL_Forum_PVR_1_4.875x6.25.indd   1 1/24/2020   10:45:49 AM1/24/2020   10:45:49 AM

By Grace Theiler
Student Contributor

Landrum Middle School Cheer and S.A.F.E. Pet Rescue 
held its second annual Pom-poms 4 Paws Bake Sale at Pet 
Supermarket in Ponte Vedra Beach on Jan. 25. 

The event was a huge success, raising more than $600 
in sales and donations, as well as assisting in three pet 
adoptions, several potential fosters and raising community 
awareness of S.A.F.E. Pet Rescue’s mission. Proceeds do-
nated to S.A.F.E. Pet Rescue will predominantly be used for 
medical and operational purposes. 

Every year, Landrum Middle School Cheerleading Coach 
Taylor Beamer selects a specific service volunteer effort to 
work with to help contribute to society. This year, S.A.F.E. 
(Saving Animals From Euthanasia) Pet Rescue and the LMS 
Cheer team came together to raise money and awareness. 
The cheerleaders helped share valuable information about 
the dogs to educate families who were interested in adopt-
ing or fostering a pet. The team took many pictures with the 
rescues, the community and previously adopted pets to help 
spread the word. Students and volunteers walked the dogs, 
cleaned water bowls and gave plenty of treats and love to 
the animals. 

S.A.F.E. Pet Rescue was founded by Robin Kanter in 
September 2008. It is based in St. Augustine. 

Kanter created the foundation to help adoptable dogs and 
cats find “forever” homes through foster homes, shelters 
and volunteers. She believed too many animals were hav-
ing their lives taken from them by euthanization, and she 

wanted to help change this. Dedicated longtime volunteer 
and manager Sharon Keach, regularly transports the animals 
to local adoption events and supervises volunteers. For more 
information about S.A.F.E Pet Rescue or to donate to their 
cause, visit Safe-Pet-Rescue-FL.com.

Landrum Cheer hosts Pom-poms 4 PAWS 
Bake Sale to benefit S.A.F.E. Pet Rescue

PET RESCUE ADOPTION EVENT
Beautiful S.A.F.E rescue dogs in need of good 
homes will be available for adoption at Pet 
Supermarket, 880 A1A N. Ponte Vedra Beach 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8. Stop 
by and give a deserving pup a “forever” home.  
The mobile adoption truck will be parked near 
the entrance to Pet Supermarket.

Landrum cheerleaders cuddle with their furry friends while vol-
unteering with S.A.F.E. Pet Rescue. At press time, all pets pictured 
were available for adoption.

Photos provided by Landrum Cheer
Lila and Anna Kathryn give little Renegade some love.
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By Daniela Toporek

National women-empowering nonprofit 
Generation W hosted its annual Generation 
Works event Feb.1 at St. Augustine Youth 
Services, where here volunteers from the 
community helped spruce up campus.”

St. Augustine Youth Services was one 
of 17 locations selected for the Generation 
Works event. Over 450 volunteers arrived 
bright and early at their specified locations 
to assist and “join in the process of improv-
ing family, work, community and beyond,” 
according to the nonprofit’s official website, 
GenWNow.com.

“We have four key elements of W,” said 
Christina Upchurch, manager of develop-
ment and engagement at Generation W. “We 
have Generation W, which is the signature 
event; Generation WOW, our girls program 
for eighth grade through high-school seniors; 
our book, “WOWsdom, and Generation 
Works, which is what’s here at St. Augustine 
Youth Services today, presented by Deutsche 
Bank.”

St. Augustine Youth Services is a local 
organization that focuses on troubled youth 
with mental health illnesses in St. Johns 
County, as well as Putnam, Volusia and 
Flagler counties. 

“Here, we have 40 beds for children in 
the foster care system that have diagnosed 
mental illness,” said SAYS Director of De-
velopment Chelsea Reppin. “We also work 
with the youth in and around this county that 
need support.” 

Volunteers and University of Central 
Florida students Craig Thompson and Carter 
Ellis said that they found out about Gen. W 
through their sports management program.  

“We have to do 21 hours of volunteer 
service and our professor knew about this 
organization,” Ellis said. “Today our group 
planted flowers and gardens in front of some 
of the homes, painted some rooms, painted 
bike shelters and excavated a sandbox.” 

Ellis also said that some of the boys from 
the SAYS campus eagerly joined to help and 
that they were “incredibly appreciative” for 
the Gen. W crew’s visit.

“Meeting them was very rewarding and 
motivated us that much more,” Ellis added. 
“At one point, a 14-year-old joined us. We 
worked with him for probably about an hour. 
He was very kind and hardworking, pushing 
Craig and myself even more.”

Reppin said that she and Upchurch knew 
each other, but it was the first time Reppin 
and SAYS had an opportunity to partake in 
the Gen. W event. 

“There are 17 different sites today across 
Northeast Florida and we’re just really fortu-
nate to be chosen as one of them,” she said. 
“The boys are so excited and love it when 
people come to campus.”

After a day of hard work, Ellis felt just as 
fortunate to part of the team. 

“Helping youth in the community and 
seeing how hard everyone at our site was 
working to get our job done, it felt really 
great,” he said.  “And to know there are 
more sites across Northeast Florida, where 
people are working just as hard, was very 
inspirational.”

For more information on Generation W, 
visit www.GenWNow.com. 

National nonprofit hosts annual volunteer event

Gen. W volunteers Carter Ellis and Craig Thompson pick weeds and start clearing the sand-
box before other volunteers come to help.

Kathy Bird (above) and husband Todd (below), 
were in charge of painting the SAYS bike shel-
ters on campus.

By Daniela Toporek

In effort to help those struggling with 
homelessness at the Beaches, Mission 
House is continuing its initiative, “Pave 
the Path to Hope” fundraising cam-
paign. The funds will go to assist those 
without homes gain housing and life 
necessities for survival.

“For a minimum of a $250 donation, 

people can purchase an engraved brick 
in honor or memory of a loved one. 
The pathway is laid on the way to our 
client entrance,” said Mission House 
Executive Director Lori Anderson. 

“The money goes toward our Mis-
sion House Endowment, which will 
ensure our clients’ lifesaving, basic 
services will be available well into the 
future.”

Services include hot meals, clothes, 
shelter and showers, according to An-
derson, who also stated the endowment 
also ensures utilities, including electric-
ity and hot water, will be paid for even 
in another economic downturn.  

“Mission House is proudly supported 
by our community,” Anderson said. 

For more information visit www.mis-
sionhousejax.org/ways-to-give.  

Mission House continues to pave ‘Path to Hope’

Photo provided by Mission House Jacksonville

LEFT: Christina Up-
church and Chelsea 
Reppin pose before 
grabbing some shov-
els to help clean the 
SAYS sandbox.

BELOW: Gardening 
supplies are ready 
to be used to help 
beautify the 
St. Augustine Youth 
Services campus.
Photos by
 Daniela Toporek
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During their annual meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 29, 
the Friends of A1A Scenic & Historic Coastal Byway, 
Inc. announced its 2019 Volunteer of the Year. Outgoing 
president of the organization, Bill McClure, was recog-
nized for a decade of service to the Friends of A1A and 
presented with the annual volunteer service award. 

 Presenting the award to McClure was newly elected 
president of the organization, Marge Rooyakkers, of 
Hammock Dunes Club in Flagler County. A longtime 
member of the organization and vice president for the 
past three years, Rooyakkers has been an advocate for 
the A1A Byway community, chairing the annual Kids 
Ocean Day Florida event for the Friends of A1A, and 
is a passionate supporter of the Audubon Society. Also 
elected, Adam Morley, co-owner of Genung’s Fish Camp 
in Crescent Beach and co-chair of the organization’s 
International Coastal Cleanup efforts each year, will 
serve as vice president, and St. Augustine Beach resident 
Robert Samuels, two-time Friends of A1A Volunteer of 
the Year award recipient, will serve as treasurer of the 
organization.   

 “We’re pleased to honor Bill with the Volunteer of 
the Year award for his service not only in 2019, but over 

many years,” Rooyakkers said. “His enthusiasm for the 
Friends of A1A is felt by all who know him. Bill has 
dedicated countless hours to the organization, providing 
enthusiastic leadership during his term as president, earn-
ing praise from board members for his upbeat, can-do 
attitude and his willingness to champion transportation, 
safety and economic development projects for the Friends 

of A1A and the community.”
Rooyakkers takes the helm as the Friends of A1A 

prepare to celebrate the 20th anniversary of their designa-
tion as Florida Scenic Highways in 2021, followed by the 
20th anniversary of the A1A Scenic & Historic Byway’s 
National Scenic Byway designation in 2022. 

For more information, visit www.scenica1a.org. 

Friends of A1A Scenic  
& Historic Coastal Byway 
holds meeting, announces 
volunteer of the year 2019

The Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection’s Guana Tolomato 
Matanzas National Estuarine Research 
Reserve recently announced that two 
of its volunteers, Ruben Allen and Jeff 
Finnan, are recipients of the Daily Point 
of Light Award for their outstanding 
community service.

“We are thrilled that two of our 
volunteers are being acknowledged for 
their commitment to helping with our 
research, education and stewardship 
programs,” said Michael Shirley, director 
of the GTM Research Reserve. “GTM 
Research Reserve would not be able to 
achieve all its projects without the dedi-
cation of its volunteers.”

The Daily Point of Light Award was 
established by the late President George 
H. W. Bush to recognize extraordinary 
volunteers who donate their time and tal-
ent to better their communities. 

For the past five years, Allen has been 
volunteering in all aspects of research, 
education and community outreach ef-
forts at GTM. He has been instrumental 
in educating more than 4,000 students a 
year, along with teaching “GTM for All,” 
which promotes greater accessibility to 
the GTM Research Reserve for visitors 

with unique abilities such as vision and 
hearing challenges. 

Allen has helped those students learn 
about the reserve by pulling a seine net 
through the Guana Lake and inspiring 
them to become involved in environ-
mental issues. He has also assisted with 
education’s virtual reality long-distance 
learning program, which brings the estu-
ary to the teachers and students with the 
aid of headsets. 

In addition, Allen patrols GTM’s 
beach, once a week from April to Oc-
tober, as a member of the marine turtle 
patrol. He also serves as the lead on fish-
eries, oyster monitoring and nekton sur-
veys. Nekton are living organisms able 
to swim and move independently of cur-
rents. In 2019, Ruben received GTM’s 
2019 Volunteer of the Year Award.

As a volunteer for two years, Finnan 

has contributed to GTM’s research pro-
grams — spending hours on a boat in the 
ever-changing Florida weather — col-
lecting nekton data. 

He also leads the monthly hikes for 
GTM’s education program, teaching the 
public about the reserve’s natural and 
cultural history. 

Additionally, Finnan conducts commu-
nity outreach at local festivals, where he 
educates the public about the work being 
done at the reserve. He also volunteers 
with the oyster monitoring project, water 
quality data sampling and marsh vegeta-
tion monitoring. He has volunteered 
more than 400 hours at the reserve in less 
than two years.

For more information about volunteer-
ing at the GTM Research Reserve, email 
Volunteer Coordinator Shannon Rininger 
or call (904) 823-4500.

2 Guana 
volunteers 
recognized Children in the St. Johns area will 

have an opportunity to receive free 
dental services from Alyssha Powers, 
DMD, Elizabeth Klanderman, DMD, 
and their dental team at Durbin Creek 
Dental Care as part of Kids Free Den-
tistry Day on Saturday, Feb. 8.

 Nearly one in four children between 
the ages of 2 to 11 years have untreated 
cavities in primary teeth, according to 
the Center for Disease Control. Chil-
dren are not visiting a dentist often 
enough to treat decay in its early stages.

 “It’s unfortunate that so many 
children have enough decay in their 
primary teeth that the only solution is 
multiple crowns or pulling teeth that 
can no longer be saved,” said Powers. 
“We look at Kid’s Free Dentistry Day 
as a way to provide important preventa-
tive care to children in our community, 
as well as educate them on the impor-
tance of having a good oral hygiene 
regimen.” 

 During Kids Free Dentistry Day, 
cleaning, fluoride and sealants will be 
provided to children, under age 18, on 
Saturday, Feb. 8 between 8 a.m. and 11 
a.m. at 70 Durbin Pavilion Dr Ste 112, 
St. Johns. Patients will be accepted on a 
first-come, first-served basis. For more 
information, call (904) 325-7276 or 
visit www.FreeDentistryDay.org. 

Dentists offering 
free dental care 
day for children

Photo provided by Friends of A1A Scenic & Historic Coastal Byway
Bill McClure (center) poses with his award among members of the Friends of A1A Scenic & Historic Coastal Byway

Photo provided by the GTM NERR
GTM Research Reserve volunteers Ruben Allen (left) and Jeff Finnan



The Perfect Day Wrapped in a Bow.
 

With over 100 pampering 
treatments to choose from and  
all day to enjoy the region’s largest  
luxury spa facilities, it’s not only the perfect  
day, it’s the perfect gift. Treat your Valentine with  
a gift card to The Spa at Ponte Vedra Inn & Club.

Don’t wait, wrap up your Valentine’s gift today. 
Call us at 904.273.7700 or visit pvspa.com.

MM1481

2 JACKSONVILLE LOCATIONS
PONTE VEDRA

355 MARSH LANDING PKWY.
904.280.7700

MANDARIN
9825-4 SAN JOSE BLVD.

904.268.7975
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4840 Town Center Pkwy, Jacksonville, FL 32246
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www.diamondsdirect.com
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Sawgrass Village
Ponte Vedra Beach 

285-4812

Village Jeweler

Celebrating
32 YEARS

$100-$300

WWW.PUSSERSPVB.COM

VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER

PONTE VEDRA BEACH
BAR AND GRILLE

CALL (904) 280-7766
Make a Reservation Today!

Pusser’s Bar & Grille | 816 Highway A1A N Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

JOIN US FOR  
VALENTINE’S DAY!

Grab your sweetheart, and treat them to a 
 Three Course Dinner for Two this Valentine’s Day!
Seating is limited, so make your reservation today!

Romantic love is great and all, but “love-
power” is far more potent—and it’s something 
we all possess, regardless of our relationship 
status. Karen McGregor teaches you how to 
give yourself the best Valentine Day’s present 
ever: a path to unlocking pure love-power. 

Valentine’s Day is just around the corner, 
and we all have our feelings about it. If we’re 
dating or (happily) married, we may be excited 
about the flowers, chocolates and candlelit 
dinners. 

If we are single, we may feel dissatisfied, sad 
or annoyed. 

Either way, is our tendency to define love in 
terms of romance making us miss a much big-
ger picture?

Karen McGregor says “yes.” She has no 
issue with Valentine’s Day itself—she just 
doesn’t want us to let it trivialize what love 
actually is. 

“Whether you have a partner or not, 

Be your own Valentine: Ways to tap into 
your ‘Love-Power’ and change your life

The Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa may just be the perfect 
place to celebrate the long weekend and take a much needed staycation.

In addition to unplugging by taking advantage of the resort’s four 
pools, and the private Cabana Beach Club, the Sawgrass Spa is offering 
a variety of special treatments for the month of February. 

And the culinary team at Vernon’s First Coast Kitchen will be offer-
ing an indulgent prix-fixe menu for Valentine’s Day dinner.  

The Sawgrass Spa special treatments include:
■ Love is in the Air: A complimentary aroma-
therapy upgrade to any massage (choose from 
CBD — the ultimate in relaxation, or rose 
blend)

■ Couple’s Massage: Couples will receive 
a complimentary glass of bubbles and choco-

late-covered strawberries to enjoy poolside after 
their service.
■ Wine Down Facial: 

The ideal antidote to tired 
and dehydrated skin, this facial includes a 
rinse with a green tea and coconut milk wash 
followed by a soft vitamin berry tonic; a raw 
honey, yogurt and oat face mask designed to 
soothe and clarify; a wine-infused serum proven 
to reduce pores and fine lines; a three-milk age-
less moisturizer hydrates while wrinkle-performance 
peptides work to firm the skin; and an advanced peptide crow catcher 
eye serum finishes by smoothing fine lines around the eyes. The facial 
is finished with a post-facial glass of wine poolside.

Looking for the perfect 
Valentine’s Day gift?

GIFTS continues on Page 18

Photo provided by metrocreativeconnection.com

LOVE-POWER continues on Page 18
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don’t fall into the trap of seeing love as 
something outside yourself,” said Mc-
Gregor, author of the upcoming book, The 
Tao of Influence. “We’re all born with 
love, in fact, it’s our divine purpose—our 
reason for being here—and it’s the origin 
of all our power. It’s what allows us to ex-
ert positive influence on those around us.” 

When you reconnect with that primal 
power—she calls it “love-power”—you 
unlock the door to a deeper, richer, more 
meaningful life. You become a heart-
driven person who regularly uses your 
influence to not only improve your life but 
the lives of those around you.

You may not be used to thinking of 
power and influence in terms of love. 
That’s because Western civilization views 
the mind (not the heart) as the source of 
power. But since intellect is intertwined 
with ego, love-based power often gets 
distorted, morphing into fear-based power. 
This causes us to seek to control others, to 
be passive-aggressive, to act like a victim, 
to engage in risky behaviors to feel special 
or noticed, and more.

McGregor’s book lays out a path—
rooted in the ancient wisdom of the 
4,000-year-old Tao Te Ching—for identi-
fying and breaking the “power patterns” 
that undermine your influence, create 
dysfunctional relationships and otherwise 
squelch your potential.

“When you’re in pure love-power, 
you’re happy, curious, in an unending 
state of awe,” she said. “You’re quick to 
forgive. You’re wide open to other people 
and new opportunities. Everything about 
how you experience the world—and how 
it experiences you—shifts.”

Here are some “light” and relatively 
simple things you can do on Valentine’s 
Day—and afterward—to start reconnect-

ing with your pure love-power, according 
to McGregor:

Take a Valentine’s Day meditation 
break (It’s the key to experiencing life 
in the holy moment of now.) 

Why should we meditate? Because it 
helps us detach from our preferences—
which trigger our need to be “right” or “in 
control” and leads to suffering—and prac-
tice being in the present. Just set aside 15-
20 minutes to sit quietly and focus on your 
breath. If your mind wanders, that’s okay: 
The point is not to judge the thoughts that 
stream endlessly into your consciousness 
but to allow them to ebb and flow without 
getting emotionally hooked. 

“Successful meditation occurs when 
there is no war between your head and 
your heart,” said McGregor. “This state 
is one of the greatest gifts you can give 
yourself. If you’ve always ‘meant’ to try 
meditating but haven’t yet done so, Valen-
tine’s Day is the perfect day to start.”

Gift yourself a lovely journal. 
Journaling is a powerful practice that 

can help you get in better touch with your 
thoughts and feelings, recognize goals, 
enhance gratitude and pinpoint areas in 
your life that need work. Find a journal 
that speaks to you (pick a gorgeous one 
that inspires you to write). Then set aside 
some time alone (even just 10 minutes) to 
write each day. 

■ Journal to find gratitude. Write 
about your blessings until you see how 
abundant your life really is. Pause as you 
write to ensure that you really feel the 
state of gratitude. 

■ Journal to stay in the moment. 
When your mind is racing, journaling 
can help you return to the present. Make 
a small checkmark in your notebook or 
journal each time you’re aware of not be-
ing in the holy moment of now. Note what 
took you out of presence. 

■ Journal about stillness in your life. 
When and where can you incorporate 
more stillness? When does your mind 
struggle to be still? Record how you feel 
after meditation or practicing gratitude 
daily for one week.
Sing and dance your way to gratitude. 

As mentioned, many people keep a 
gratitude journal. The problem is, it can 
turn into a mindless checklist that simply 
creates the illusion of gratitude. If that 
happens, try singing and dancing in-
stead. In his book The Mastery of Love, 
Don Miguel Ruiz says this is a natural 
expression of our love-power—which is 
why little children sing and dance. They 
haven’t yet developed the filters and fear 
that they’ll be judged. You can dance and 
sing in the privacy of your room or as 
you clean your house. If you want to take 
it to the next level, suggests McGregor, 
consider signing up for a hip-hop or salsa 
class or joining a local choir. 

Get rid of something that isn’t serving 
you. 

Often without realizing it, we clutter 
and complicate our lives with things that 
create chaos and drama. It can be anything 
from too much “stuff” in our homes, to 
too many commitments, to the wrong job 
or relationship. A great expression of self-
love is to pinpoint something to purge. Do 
a closet clean out or a social media detox. 
Turn down a project. Draw a much-need-
ed boundary. Just take one step to simplify 
your life and free up your energy. 

Grieve losses and release pain with this 
heart exercise. 

This may not feel very Valentine-y, 
but when we’re changing our life for the 
better, we must first release what was. 
Otherwise we’ll get stuck and block the 
clarity we need to move forward. “Pain 
can be released through the portal of the 
heart,” said McGregor. “When you focus 

on your heart, a desire to release the pain 
of the past may arise. Even better, your 
heart knows how to do that without your 
mind interrupting.” 

If you’re single, stop searching for “the 
one.” 

It’s common to believe that there’s one 
person out there who can finally see us 
for who we really are. But searching for 
our perfect match is a chase that’s based 
on an illusion. “I love romance, but I’ve 
come to believe that it’s usually founded 
in the need to be special,” said McGregor. 
“People search for ‘the one’ their entire 
lives, never escaping the constant craving 
for specialness. Never confuse love with 
specialness. Love supports a life of joy 
and love-power; ‘specialness’ impedes it. 
In that same vein, it’s time to revisit the 
definition of ‘soul mate,’” said McGregor. 
“Soul mates are actually not romantic 
partners, but people destined to help you 
grow by presenting you with challenging 
personality traits and actions you don’t 
like. This mind shift may defuse anger or 
defensiveness and help you change the 
dynamic with ‘difficult’ people who cross 
your path.”

If you’re in a romantic relationship, 
start working toward a cause you 
believe in, together. 

There is no greater calling for a 
romantic relationship than to create a 
better world. In fact, many millennials 
are moving in this direction. Rather than 
being absorbed by one another, they are 
breaking the old paradigm of romantic 
co-dependency and choosing instead to 
be inter-dependent, working together for 
causes that uplift humanity. This new 
paradigm of relationship lets people shift 
from a state of isolation within their own 
dramas, fears, and wounds, which are 
experienced as they get to know their part-
ner, to becoming a presence in the world. 

A special prix-fixe evening Valentine’s Day menu is available Friday,  
Feb. 14:

■ First course: Lob- ster and mascarpone arancini with herb aioli or 
broken burrata with Parma ham, charred 

sourdough snd Bee Hill honey, made on-
property.

■ Second course: Charred romaine 
with crisp prosciutto, blistered tomatoes, 
torn croutons and parmesan vinaigrette 

or Fisherman’s Cioppino Stew with lob-
ster, shrimp, tomatoes and fennel.
■ Third course: House-aged New York 

strip with pee-wee potatoes, mushroom ragu 
and black garlic butter; or diver sea scallops with 

sweet potato hash, bacon lardons, sautéed greens 
and pomegranate glaze; or double-bone pork chop with nduja gnocchi, 
whipped goat cheese and pork fast breadcrumbs; or black grouper with 
seafood rice, fennel, and a tomato, olive and caper relish.

■ Fourth course: Black forest gateau with chocolate cake, cherry gelee, 
vanilla and cherry mousse, red velvet truffle and a salted cheese foam.

To make a reservation at Vernon’s, visit OpenTable.com or call the restau-
rant at (904) 280-3405. To make a spa appointment, call (904) 674-4772.

Love-Power
Continued from XX

Gifts
Continued from 17

WHY IS VALENTINE’S DAY CELEBRATED ON FEBRUARY 14TH?
Sweethearts who want to keep their relationships running strong know that 
Valentine’s Day is celebrated each year on Feb. 14. But even the most ardent  
Valentine’s Day enthusiast might not know just why 
this day designed for lovers to express their affec-
tions for one another is celebrated in mid-Febru-
ary. According to the Library of Congress, it’s hard 
to pinpoint exactly why Valentine’s Day is 
celebrated on Feb. 14, though the date might 
have ties to the ancient Roman celebration 
of Lupercalia. Lupercalia was a spring festival 
celebrated each year on February 15. The holi-
day was moved to Feb. 14 after the spread of 
Christianity. The Christian faith had several ear-
ly martyrs named Valentine, and each of them 
were celebrated with a saint day on Feb. 14. 
But the unique history of Valentine’s Day and its 
association with Feb. 14 as well as its romantic senti-
ments does not end there. The Library of Congress also notes that, in the 
Middle Ages, people believed birds selected their mates on Feb. 14. As a result, 
it was not uncommon for lovers to recite prose to one another on this date. 

Ponte Vedra Recorder · February 6, 202018   VALENTINE’S DAY GIFT GUIDE



COMMUNITY NEWS   19

to use the word poisonous, because their 
venom is injected and not swallowed) and 
five are exotic, including the Burmese 
python which is slithering rampant in 
the Everglades but not found in St. Johns 
County.

“Be thankful for I-4,” Ussia said, as 
that keeps many invasive species from 
moving from South Florida northward. 
“Not many things can cross I-4 safely.”

Non-venomous snakes in the First 
Coast area include the black racer, rat 
snake, Eastern garter snake, Southern 
ringneck snake and Eastern indigo snake. 
Rat snakes come in two categories, 
“chicken snakes” and “corn snakes,” of 
which Maize was an example.

Of the six venomous snakes in Florida, 
four can be found in St. Johns County. 
They include coral snakes, the water 
moccasin, diamondbacks and pygmy 
rattlers.

Ussia said water aoccasins are often 
confused with banded water snakes, 
which are non-venomous. She pointed 
out the subtle differences in their tail 
shapes in photos, but warned, “If you are 

close enough to see a snake’s tail, you are 
too close. Get back. Give it space.”

She advised that if a snake bites you, 
seek medical attention, adding the sur-

prising fact that even a dead snake can 
bite, so don’t pick one up.

Her tips for living with snakes includ-
ed: never corner them and snake-proof 

your yard by trimming overgrown shrubs 
and removing brush piles.

Ussia then switched to the topic of al-
ligators.

Alligators can average 10 to 15 feet in 
length and weigh 400 to 1,000 pounds. 
Found from North Carolina to Texas, 
fun facts include that they have two sets 
of eyelids, can go through 3,000 teeth 
in a lifetime and have brains the size of 
walnuts.

They mate in May and June, when they 
are the most active.

Her tips for living with alligators 
included: never feed them, it is illegal. 
Don’t allow dogs to swim in waters with 
alligators and report truly nuisance al-
ligators by calling the state at 866-FWC-
GATOR.

“Never handle” an alligator, and before 
reporting one, make sure it is truly a 
threat, Ussia said. The animal will not be 
relocated, it will be put down.

Ussia ended her talk by walking around 
with a baby alligator and then letting 
people pet it. 

“Hopefully I have replaced your fear of 
snakes and alligators with respect,” Ussia 
said.

“We have nothing to fear. They are just 
trying to live in our world.”

Photo by Maggie Fitzroy
Children and adults line up to pet the baby alligator that Kelly Ussia brought to her power point 
presentation.

By Mary McAllister
Special to the Recorder

Looking inside the body of a World War 
II B-17 plane gives you a small glimpse of 
what veterans of that war endured.  And, the 
organization dedicated to preserving these 
planes and the veterans who served, the Lib-
erty Foundation, brought history to the Craig 
Airport in Jacksonville Jan. 21.

One of the B-17s landed at Craig Airport 
and offered rides in the plane that was painted 
to look like one from WWII, called “Ye Olde 
Pub.” That plane suffered heavy damage in the 
war, with half the crew wounded or dead. It 
was escorted to safety by a German pilot—an 
event called “one of the most incredible en-
counters between enemies in World War II.”

The Liberty Foundation’s plane was built 
toward the end of the war and never saw any 
combat.  But, painted to resemble “Ye Olde 
Pub,” it brings back memories of the men and 
women who served in that war. Some of vet-
erans of the war were on hand to talk about 
their memories of that time.

One veteran, Cliff Miller, recalled that 
he entered the war in 1943, and was sent 
overseas in 1944, where he was wounded in 
the Battle of the Bulge. Returned to combat, 
he was subsequently wounded again, then 
continued to fight until he was discharged in 
1946. “I don’t talk much about what hap-
pened,” he said. “I remember liberating a 
camp that held Jews, where people were 
stacked like cornrows.  It was terrible to see.”

Donald Scheer, a veteran of the Navy, 
served on the flight deck of the USS Princ-
eton, which was sunk by the Japanese.  “We 

had to abandon ship, and only the Bible I had 
on my shoulder saved me from a fierce blow 
by a Japanese soldier,” he said.

Howard Mathias entered the war late, but 
chose to learn paratrooping in Georgia, but 
when he arrived overseas, found that “they 
didn’t need me in the air, so I served on the 
ground in the 9th Infantry.” 

He was part of a Christmas Eve lull in 
fighting in 1944, in which “someone from 
our side started singing ‘Silent Night,’” he 
said. “Suddenly, we heard it coming from 
their side, in German. By the next morning, 
Christmas morning, they were gone.” 

These veterans and others, including a 
Gold Star Mother (a mother who has lost her 
son in combat), were brought to Craig Airport 
from Moosehaven by bus.  

The Military Vehicle Preservation As-
sociation supports the Liberty Foundation’s 
efforts to preserve these planes by appearing 
at these events in period-correct uniforms and 
vehicles, mainly Jeeps, which are exactly like 
those used in WWII. 

William “Butch” Hines explained that “our 
presence gives people another layer of World 
War Ii to see, and we have carried dignitaries, 
mayors, and sheriffs and people of all walks 
of life. This organization is international, with 
chapters in England, Australia, New Zealand, 
Poland, and many other countries.” 

He added, “We’ve seen guys just come and 
put their hand on an aircraft and there are 
tears in their eyes. It’s amazing to see. We 
feel that we are bringing history to life and 
we want to pass on the enthusiasm not only 
for these vehicles, but also remembrance of 
that time in history.”

World War II planes visit Jacksonville

Photo by Mimi Pearce

Snakes
Continued from 10
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V A L E N T I N E ’ S  D A Y  A D D - O N S

Available February 14 – 16 only

L O V E  I S  I N  T H E  A I R  

Enjoy a complimentary aromatherapy upgrade to any massage. Choose from rose blend or CBD.

C O U P L E S  M A S S A G E 

Receive a complimentary glass of bubbly with chocolate-covered strawberries to  enjoy poolside after service.

M O N T H - L O N G  S P E C I A L S 

Available Monday – Thursday, February 3 – 27

W I N E  D O W N  F A C I A L   

50-minute service | $120*

This invigorating treatment uses a wine-infused serum to reduce pore size and fine lines.

W A R M - U P  –  C B D  M A S S A G E

50-minute service | $155*

Our custom massage uses warming, full-spectrum hemp seed oil to soothe sore muscles, relax the mind  

and nourish skin. 

T O  P U R C H A S E  S P A  G I F T  C E R T I F I C A T E S  O R  B O O K  A N  A P P O I N T M E N T,  
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S A W G R A S S  M A R R I O T T  G O L F  R E S O R T  &  S P A

1000 PGA Tour Boulevard, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904.285.7777 | SawgrassMarriott.com

*Price includes 20% service charge. Gratuities are at your discretion.
   ©2020 Marriott International, Inc. All Rights Reserved. All names, marks and logos are the trademarks of Marriott International, Inc., or its affiliates.
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pine lake dr

80 pine lake drive 
suite b 

ponte vedra, fl 32081

spavia™   

ponte vedra

*valid through 4.30.19. not valid on merchandise or redeemable for cash value. may not be combined with any 

other offer, promotion, or spafinder. first time guests only. bring in offer to redeem. 

experience  
the difference

only $59 with this gift!
regularly $109 

introductory offer

$50 gift for you* 
towards an 80-minute  
signature massage or  

60-minute premier facial.

schedule your relaxation 
904.373.7315 

 www.spaviapontevedra.com

massage
facials
waxing
lashes
microderm
chemical peels
mineral makeup

men’s treatments
spa boutique
gift cards
spalebrations & packages
body wraps & scrubs
corporate programs
wellness memberships

80 pine lake drive suite b
ponte vedra, fl 32081

experience the  
difference

psst. she doesn’t want 
chocolates...
facials
massage
body wraps
waxing
spray tanning

schedule your relaxation
904.395.7300

www.spaviapontevedra.com

*Not valid on merchandise or redeemable for cash value. May not 
be combined with any other offer. promotion, or spafinder. First time 

guest only. Bring in offer to redeem. 

GIFT FOR YOU

Offer ends 2/14/2020

Stress can be bad for the body, contrib-
uting to depression, anxiety, hyperten-
sion, and even obesity. Unfortunately, 
more than half of working adults and 
47% of all Americans say they are 
concerned with the amount of stress in 
their lives, according to a survey from the 
American Psychological Association.

Reducing stress can be especially im-
portant during the holiday season, which, 
thanks in part to its hectic nature, tends to 
produce extra feelings of stress. Gifts that 
pamper, relax and rejuvenate might be the 
ideal fit for those who need a little rest 
and relaxation.

■ Aromatherapy: Studies have 
shown that aromatherapy, or breathing 
in certain scents, can trigger reactions 
in the brain and affect emotions, mood 
and memory. Specific essential oils can 
help relieve stress, induce relaxation and 
even promote better sleep. Scents such as 
lavender, lemon or yuzu, bergamot, ylang 
ylang, and jasmine can promote relax-
ation in many people.

■ Candles: The combination of subtle, 
low flickering light and relaxing aro-

mas can make candles soothing gifts. 
Put together an entire gift package with 
decorative candle holders or a nice tray 
on which candles of various heights can 
be placed.

■ Plush robe: Sometimes lounging 
around the house is all that’s necessary 
to create a soothing atmosphere. A plush 
robe that is luxurious and comfortable 
will help that someone special unwind 
after a long day or after sleeping in on the 
weekend.

■ Bed linens: Treat someone special 
to the gift of added relaxation in the bed-
room. Buying bed linens is often a chore 
and an expense that people put off. Pima 
cotton, silk, satin, or sateen sheets can be 
cool, comfortable and soothing.

■ Facial treatment: A massage ses-
sion can be relaxing, but so can a facial. 
There’s something serene about having a 
professional apply products and rub areas 
of the face and temples. Stress will slip 
away in an instant.

Pampering gifts can help ease anxiety, 
tame stress and help anyone feel more 
relaxed and happy. 

Spahhhhh TimeSpahhhhh Time
Gifts that pamper and rejuvenate
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EPISCOPAL
SCHOOL of JACKSONVILLE

Episcopal School of Jacksonville and 
Beaches Episcopal School will merge 

on July 1, 2020.

For 2020-2021 admissions information for PreK-6, please contact 
Ashley Davis at adavis@beachesepiscopalschool.org. 

For 2020-2021 admissions information for grades 6-12, 
please contact admissions@esj.org. 

Families enrolling for the 2020-2021 school year and beyond 
will be enrolled in Episcopal School of Jacksonville.

www.esj.org  •  www.beachesepiscopalschool.org 

The Choice for Healthcare 
in Ponte Vedra

• Same Day Appointments
• FAA & DOT Physicals
• Entire Family Care
• Well Women & PAP Exams
• Dietary Education

Services Offered:

Eric Norenberg, M.D.
Family Medicine

Razvan Balotescu, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Nancy Stark, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Jelisse Marrero, APRN
Nurse Practitioner

228 Ponte Vedra Park Drive, Suite 500, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082    |    www.MillenniumPhysician.com

Call (904) 273-1180 to schedule 
your appointment today.

 
Same Day   

Appointments  
& Walk-ins
Welcome! 

Your Connection to a Healthier Life

R

We Accept Medicare,
Medicare Advantage, Blue 
Select & Most Other Insurances.
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The Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach and the 
Ponte Vedra Recorder are seeking nominations for the 
28th annual Local Heroes Awards.

Presented each year, the Local Heroes Awards 
recognize individuals who give back to the commu-
nity and reflect the spirit of the Rotary Club’s motto, 
“Service Above Self.” From volunteering with local 
charities to giving back through the arts, education, 
environmental protection activities and more, the Ro-
tary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach and Recorder seek to 

recognize the “unsung heroes” who make Ponte Vedra 
such a special place to live, work and raise a family.

Residents who know of an individual they be-
lieve is deserving of recognition as a Local Hero 
are encouraged to complete the nomination form 
on this page and email it to Rotarian Ken Smith at 
lksmith59@yahoo.com.

Nomination forms may also be mailed to: Local 
Heroes Awards Committee, Rotary Club of Ponte 
Vedra Beach, P.O. Box 70, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 

32004. To submit a nomination online, visit pvbrota-
ry.org and click on the “Nominate a Local Hero” link 
on the home page.

The deadline for submission of nominations is 
Thursday, Feb. 20. 

Award recipients will be recognized at the Local 
Heroes Awards reception to be held Thursday, April 2 
at Christ Episcopal Church.

For more information, contact Rotarian Ken Smith 
at (904) 710-7702 or lksmith59@yahoo.com. 

Rotary, Recorder seek nominations 
for 28th annual Local Heroes Awards
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Awards to be presented 
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“Why Women Lead” 
panel  discusses 

overcoming adversity
Page 27

By Amber Lake

Following the heels of the recent Lucky’s Market closing, 
Earth Fare will be shutting its doors according to a company 
announcement Monday, Feb. 3. 

The organic, specialty store based out of North Carolina, 
only recently opened its first location in St. Johns County last 
Oct. 16 to a large community fanfare. 

The chain currently has three locations in the North 
Florida area: Mandarin, St. Johns and Atlantic Boulevard. 
All locations are scheduled to be closed immediately, which 
the company stated will involve significant liquidation price 
reductions and store fixtures also available for sale.  

The company cited financial difficulties as the reason for 
the announcement and encourages shoppers to take advan-
tage of the liquidation savings prior to the final date. The 

announcement came as a surprise, as the company recently 
implemented strategic initiatives aimed at growth and expan-
sion.

“While many of these initiatives improved the business, 
continued challenges in the retail industry impeded the com-
pany’s progress as well as its ability to refinance its debt,” the 
store stated in a press release. “As a result, Earth Fare is not 
in a financial position to continue to operate on a go-forward 
basis. As such, we have made the difficult, but necessary 
decision to commence inventory liquidation sales while we 
continue to engage in a process to find potential suitors for 
our stores.”

While Lucky’s Market stores have taken a similar course, 
the locally owned Native Sun has announced it will be 
reopening its Jacksonville Beach location after being closed 
earlier this year. 

Earth Fare announces 
plans to close all stores

As a business 
owner, you’re always 
thinking of what you 
need to do now. But 
you can’t forget about 
the future — yours and 
that of your business. 
So it may be a good 
idea to consider your 
personal retirement 
plan and business suc-
cession strategy.

Let’s start by looking at a few retirement 
plan possibilities:

■ Solo 401(k) – This plan, which is also 
known as an Owner-only 401(k), is avail-
able to self-employed individuals and busi-
ness owners with no full-time employees 
other than themselves or a spouse. A Solo 
401(k) offers many of the same advantages 
of a traditional 401(k): a range of invest-
ment options, tax-deductible contribu-
tions and the opportunity for tax-deferred 
earnings growth. You may even be able to 
choose a Roth option, which allows you to 
make after-tax contributions that can grow 
tax-free. Your Solo 401(k) contributions 
consist of two parts: salary deferral and 
profit sharing. In 2020, you can defer up 
to $19,500 of income, or $26,000 if you’re 
50 or older. Your profit-sharing contribu-
tion is based on your earnings. The sum of 
your salary deferral and profit sharing can’t 
exceed $57,000 (or $63,500 if you’re 50 
or older). If your spouse is employed by 
your business, you each can contribute the 
maximum amount allowed.

 ■ SEP IRA – If you have just a few 
employees or are self-employed with no 
employees, you may want to think about 
a SEP IRA. You’ll fund the plan with tax-
deductible contributions, and you must 
cover all eligible employees. (Employees 
themselves cannot contribute.) You can 
generally contribute up to 25% of compen-
sation, up to $57,000 annually. And you 
can fund your SEP IRA with virtually any 
type of investment. 

■ Solo defined benefit plan – Not many 
businesses still offer pension plans, also 
known as defined benefit plans, but you 

Business owners: 
Plan for next 
phase of life

Photo by Amber Lake
Earth Fare opened its first location in St. Johns County last Oct. 16. 

Karsten Jacobson
Columnist

JACOBSON continues on Page 29
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Deadline to file is
March 1, 2020

Hurry! Call today to schedule a personal tour and  
to find out more about this limited time offer.
SAN PABLO / Jacksonville, FL • (904) 717-6635

ORTEGA / Jacksonville, FL • (904) 515-5547
*AVAILABLE ON SELECT APARTMENTS FOR A LIMITED TIME. CALL FOR DETAILS.

Residences of Legend Senior Living®               LegendSeniorLiving.com

Move into a Legend Senior Living Memory Care Residence and you’ll 
be wowed how we maintain independence and dignity. Amazed by the 
excellent care and innovative memory care therapies. And delighted by the 
expertly designed community. The only thing that won’t surprise you is the 
rent. It’ll be the same month after month after month – for 5 years. Life is full  

of surprises. Your monthly rent shouldn’t be one of them. 

By Daniela Toporek

Brothers David and Matthew Medure 
have opened Midtown Table, a new 
restaurant located near St. Johns Town 
Center, at 5016 Gate Parkway in Jackson-
ville.

The eatery is open and bright, with 
colorful abstracts around the walls and 
simple, but effective, decor.  

“We have five different concepts and 
eight restaurants, but this one is true to 
our upbringing,” Chef Matthew Medure 
said. “I have an Italian father and Syrian 
mother, so this is what we ate growing 
up.”

Customers can begin their meal with  
with a charcuterie board, topped with 
artisan cheeses and cured meats, mustard, 
jam, cornichons and rosemary crackers. 

The board can be paired with signature 
cocktails, including the Lemon Basil 
Manhattan and selections from their 20 
beers on tap.

Choice of entrees include the muf-
faletta, filled with Italian meats and 
cheese, and selections of pasta dishes. 
The restaurant’s theme is “Italian-Inspired 
Kitchen.”

“My personal favorite is the taglierini,” 
Matthew Medure said. “The one for lunch 
is a Rosa sauce with shrimp (basil and 

Parmesan). At night, it’s fresh clams, 
tomatoes and red pepper flakes.”

 They prepare everything to order. 

Medure brothers open new restaurant

Photo by Sterling Tucker
Chef Matthew Medure stays in the zone inside the Midtown Table kitchen.

Photos by Daniela Toporek 
Choose between chips or a house salad for 
any sandwich dish or add a signature side like 
Brussels sprouts for an additional $2.

Like the muffaletta, Midtown Table is an 
Italian-inspired concept, but will soon add 
other dishes from the Medure brothers’ 
background and childhood.

MEDURE continues on Page 25
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Daysi Jacobson Accounting LLC 
 “Your local accounting Expert with over 10 years of  IRS experience”

No time for an appointment? Send us your information online 
and we will prepare your tax return!

Located at 2201 Sawgrass Village Dr., Ponte Vedra Beach 32082

Phone: (904) 285-1040
daysi@jacobsonaccounting.com  
www.jacobsonaccounting.com

What we offer:
Business & Individual

• Tax Preparation
• Tax Planning

• IRS Representations
• Extensions to File

• E-File

BEST of the BEST

2019

of Ponte Vedra 

pontevedrarecorder.com

RecorderNot your average newspaper, not your average reader

PONTE VEDRA

Tax Season is Here!! We are excited to welcome 
existing and NEW clients!! Stop by or call us 

TODAY to schedule an appointment!

165 Silver Lane  |  St. Augustine, FL 32084

Independent Concierge Living – Assisted Living 
Memory Care – Short-Term Stays

Assisted Living Facility #12928

Discover the ideal care option for your loved one within 
Silver Creek’s innovative Enhanced Assisted Living and 
Memory Care neighborhoods. Thoughtfully designed  
to promote lifelong health, our person-centered 
approach is tailored to each individual’s needs — 
providing assistance with daily tasks, medication 
management and meal preparation in a warm, home-
like environment. You’ll find the superior services 
and enriching lifestyle at Silver Creek bring added 
support, confidence and peace of mind to you and 
your loved one.  

Call 800-688-4461 or visit  
SilverCreekRetirement.com 

to learn more or schedule a tour. 

A LITTLE HELP 
goes a long way. 

 Enhanced Assisted Living &  
Memory Care at Silver Creek

“The clams are super tender and it 
also comes with homemade croutons, so 
your bread is mixed right in,” Matthew 
Medure said. “We stir it all together 
with extra virgin olive oil and it’s just 
such a great texture.” 

Midtown Table bartender Joel Mesa 
also suggests the radiatori.

“We’re selling a lot of that,” Matthew 
Medure said. “Our radiatori pasta is 
fresh and goes with a bolognese. It’s just 
a very comfortable dish, well-known by 
everyone.”

Customers can walk off their meals by 
visiting the back patio, filled with yard 
games and fire pits for chilly weather.

Matthew Medure said they also have 
an outdoor summer kitchen and plan 
to hold outside events starting in the 
spring.

Midtown Table will soon offer grab-
and-go and take-out options at its soon-
to-be market located at the front of the 
restaurant.

Matthew Medure said he believes 
Midtown Table brings something differ-
ent to the table when it comes to many 
typical Italian restaurants.

“It’s more casual and upbeat, with 
faster-paced service yet still, a lovely 
atmosphere,” he said. “It’s super fresh, 
all done from scratch and we are all here 
and ready to serve.”

Medure
Continued from 24

Photos by Daniela Toporek 
Midtown Table is located at 5016 Gate Parkway 
#6 in Jacksonville.

Midtown Table’s charcuterie board features 
artisan cheeses, cured meats, mustard, seasonal 
fruit jam, cornichons and rosemary crackers. 

The taglierini 
lunch entree 
includes 
local shrimp, 
Rosa sauce, 
basil and 
parmigiano. 
according to 
the menu.
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Photo by Susan Griffin
A ribbon-cutting celebration and a St. Johns County Chamber After Hours event was held Jan. 29 at Aesthetix Plus Medical 
Spa, at 486 Town Plaza Ave., Suite 420, in Ponte Vedra. Attendees enjoyed the networking event and met other business 
owners in the area.

MEDICAL SPA, CHAMBER HOLDS 
RIBBON-CUTTING CEREMONY

Photo provided by Scott A. Grant
Scott A. Grant (from left), Dr. Arun Gulani and Donna Guzzo. 
Grant welcomed Dr. Gulani to speak at the first Health and 
Wealth 2020 event at the Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra Beach 
on Jan. 16. Gulani revealed new innovations in corrective 
eye surgery. He believes everyone has the right to see better 
than 20/20 and customizes his surgery techniques to fit every 
individual’s needs. 

INNOVATIONS IN EYE 
SURGERY TECHNIQUES 
PRESENTED AT EVENT
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By Amber Lake

An “evening of powerful inspiration,” 
was hosted at The Cultural Center at Ponte 
Vedra Beach on Jan. 23. The event, orga-
nized by Trudy Toche, featured three key-
note speakers aimed at inspiring women in 
business through mind, body and spirit to 
overcome adversity. 

The panel hosted personal trainer Peggy 
Hilbert, clinical psychologist Dr. Robi E. 
Tamargo and assistant chief at the Jack-
sonville Sheriff’s Office, Lakesha Burton. 
Burton reflected on how her faith helped 
her through her struggles surviving as vic-
tim of domestic abuse and child molesta-
tion while overcoming discrimination. 

Each host shared their story about what 
it took for them to rise to the top while 
conquering adversity. 

Toche, an inspirational speaker and 
owner of Positively Profiling, said she 
is working toward hosting another panel 
in the fall, due to “the overwhelming 
response” from those who attended. 

“When you feel a need, it’s something 

that you know is going to be successful,” 
Toche said. “We all have a story and we all 
have challenges;its about learning to over-
come those and move forward in life.” 

‘When Women Lead’ 
panel discusses adversity 
with 3 keynote speakers

Jennifer Jordan, community connections 
director at The Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra 
Beach. 

ABOVE: Event 
organizer 
Trudy Toche 
(from left), 
with keynote 
speakers Lake-
sha Burton,  
Dr. Robi E. 
Tamargo and 
Peggy Hilbert. 

LEFT: Feli-
cia Cox and 
Sandra Ingram 
attended the 
Jan. 23 event.
Photos by 
Susan Griffin
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DEDICATED TO EXCELLENT RESULTS

© 2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and
the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

2016 Leading Edge Society Member - Top 7%

Janet Westling,
REALTOR®, GRI, CIPS
904.813.1913 Cell
www.janetwestling.com
Janet.Westling@bhhsfnr.com P
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SPECTACULAR WATER VIEWS
Step inside 5577 Heckscher drive and 
experience an amazing waterfront cottage 
on 3.6 acres on Little Andrews Island just 
minutes from downtown Jacksonville. This 
perfect waterfront getaway has been recently 
renovated. Fall in love with Florida rain 
showers under the new metal roof and take 
in the spectacular water views on the large 
wooden deck, bulkhead and dock. Offered for 
$769,000.
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The Ponte Vedra Recorder is the paper 

Ponte Vedra Beach and Nocatee 
residents turn to for credible, 
thoughtful, original reporting. 

Our coverage of public affairs is second 
to none, offering readers timely and 

compelling coverage of the important 
issues that affect their daily lives. 
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WHO'S GONNA WIN?

TIGER TIME Only winner in March and May returns to TPC Sawgrass

Why the move back to March?
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Guide
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Rory roars to victory at

THE PLAYERS
Rory McIlroy displays 

THE PLAYERS 

Championship 

trophy after winning 

the tournament 

on Sunday. Flip to 

page 40 for a recap 

of his big win. 

Photo by Micah Green

January 3, 2019

Volume 47, No. 104

75 cents

PonteVedraRecorder.com

Serving Ponte Vedra and 

the Beaches since 1969, 

and now Nocatee

CAR OF THE WEEK

904.998.9992
worldimportsusa.com2017 BMW 530 IA 

SPORTS SEDAN

14,606 MILES MSRP $57,705

STK# 10950

PRICE $37,999

EUROPEAN SPECIALIST

Schedule a service today!

998.9
992

world
imports

usa.co
m

AU
DI BM

W JA
GU

AR
MER

CE
DE

S

VO
LK

SW
AG

EN

VO
LV
O

Celebratin
g

50
of The RecorderYEARS

First Coast 

Register
 INSIDE

Women in Business

 Page 15-26

In the Arts

 Pages 30-32

Update on the 

Outpost dispute
Page 4

Business Weekly 

featuring 

Dollars & Sense

Pages 20-25

K9s For Warriors 

reaches another 

milestone
Page 7

Cheers to

Fireworks light up the sky at St. Augustine Beach’s Beach Blast Off event on Monday, Dec. 31 

to ring in the new year. Flip to page 11 for more photos. 

Photos by Jon Blauvelt

Not your average newspaper, not your average reader

Cheers to 

Send story ideas to pvrecorder@opcfla.com

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

“Love is the flower of life, and blossoms 
unexpectedly and without law, and must 
be plucked where it is found, and enjoyed 
for the brief hour of its duration.” 

— D.H. Lawrence

Woo hoo! The 
groundhog says spring 
is coming early!

Here are a few 
ways to get ready for 
the upcoming spring 
season:

■ Know our zone 
and what is best to 
plant here — We are 
the 9A Zone here in 

Northeast Florida. Make sure anything you 
purchase is able to live in 9A. 

■ Before adding to your garden, do a 
spring cleanup. Clean plant debris out of 
your garden beds and any annuals you 
didn’t remove in the fall. 

■ Now is a great time to transplant any 
plants or trees if needed. 

■ Prune all plants and trees after Feb. 
15, as long as there are no freezes in the 
forecast of 35 degrees or less, to ensure the 

majority of cold nights are over. This will 
aid in maximum growth in the next few 
months. 

■ Fertilize flowers, plants and sod dur-
ing the month of February, before the heat 
begins.

■ Weed and mulch to refresh flower 
beds. Mulch discourages weeds, and mod-
erates soil temperature, as well as creates a 
cohesive look for your landscaping. 

■ Tools — Make sure to purchase or 
clean/sharpen any gardening tools needed 
to be ready for spring.

■ Although the warm weather is coming 
early, still be prepared with materials for 
a possible freeze or two before we are in 
the clear.

Flower of the Week: Geranium
Geraniums are easy to grow and can be 

an indoor or outdoor plant. They come in 
a variety of colors and are also fragrant. 
For maximum bloom, make sure to plant 
geraniums in an area they will receive a 
minimum of 4-6 hours of sunlight. 

Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery
196 N. Roscoe Blvd. 
(904) 655-7373

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

The Ponte Vedra Recorder has a new garden columnist, Kathy 
Esfahani, of Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery. Read her column 
for valuable gorgeous-garden-growing tips in Northeast Florida.

Kathy Esfahani
Columnist

Photo provided by Kathy Esfahani

Flower 
of the 
Week

Ponte Vedra Recorder · February 6, 202028   BUSINESS WEEKLY



can set one up for yourself if you’re self-
employed or own your own business. This 
plan has high contribution limits, which 
are determined by an actuarial calculation, 
and your contributions are typically tax-
deductible. 

A financial professional can help you 
choose the appropriate retirement plan. But 
you’ll still need to think about succession 
planning. Of course, you can always sell 
your business outright at any time you like. 
Or you could leave your business to your 
children in your will, but if you give it to 
them gradually during your lifetime, you 
can become more confident they’ll be able 
to manage the business on their own.

Another alternative might be to transfer 
the business with a buy-sell agreement, 
which allows you to determine when, to 
whom, and at what price you can sell it. Be-
cause you can establish the purchase price 
as your business’s taxable value, a buy-sell 
agreement is useful in estate planning. If 
you want to keep the business in your fam-
ily, you might want to consider funding the 
buy-sell agreement with life insurance, so 
family members can use the death benefit 
proceeds to buy your ownership stake. 

In any case, given the complexities and 
tax issues involved with succession plan-
ning, you’ll need to consult with your legal 
and tax advisors when creating a strategy. 
But don’t wait too long. You can’t predict 
the future, but by planning ahead, you can 
help achieve the outcomes you desire.   

This article was written by Edward Jones for 
use by your local Edward Jones financial advi-
sor. Karsten L.Jacobson, CFP®, is a financial 
advisor for Edward Jones at 2208 Sawgrass 
Village Drive in Ponte Vedra Beach  
(904) 285-9898.

Recorder Staff

Odd Birds Bar and Odd Birds Loft 
have vacated both downtown St. Au-
gustine locations and are migrating to a 
larger space at 200 Anastasia Boulevard 
on Anastasia Island. The new island-
based concept will be called Odd Birds 
Cocktail Lounge and Kitchen.

Chef Sebastian Sikora from Odd 
Birds Café is creating a menu for the 
full restaurant and cocktail bar with 
a focus on personalized cocktails, a 
new brunch menu and Venezuelan 
flavor. Chef will put a new spin on 
tacos, arepas and other new fusion 
dishes. Odd Birds Cocktail Lounge and 
Kitchen will continue the “Bartender’s 
Call,” tradition — bartenders serve 
a tailored cocktail that suits patron 
preference, spirit of choice and flavor 
profile. 

Located at the former site of 
Hoptinger Bier Garden & Sausage 
House, the space boasts 6,000 square 
feet and is larger than both Odd Birds 
downtown locations combined. Cesar 
Diaz co-owns hospitality business, Odd 
Birds Group, with Asdrubal Martinez 
and Shane McFarland.

“We’re looking forward to bring-
ing our traditions of multi-cultural 
cuisine and craft cocktails to a bigger 
and better location,” Diaz stated in a 

news release. “As we merge both bars 
to one location, we will be focusing 
on developing the Odd Birds brand 
and working on opening new locations 
around Northeast Florida.” 

The opening is planned for late 
February with hours from 11 a.m. to 

2 a.m., daily, for lunch and dinner. 
Brunch will be served Saturdays and 
Sundays starting at 11 a.m. A late-night 
menu will be served until 1 a.m. and 
bar will be open until 2 a.m. 

For more information, visit oddbirds-
group.com or call (904) 679-4933. 

Longtime St. Johns County resident 
Danny Berenberg was elected as the Chair 
of the St. Johns County Tourist Develop-
ment Council on Monday, Jan. 27 during 
the regularly scheduled meeting of the 
TDC. He succeeds Irving Kass in the role.

 “I am deeply appreciative to be honored 
in this manner by my colleagues on the 
Tourist Development Council,” said Beren-
berg, who was appointed to a four-year 
term on the TDC in December 2017. “We 
are on the cusp of a very prosperous year in 
the tourism industry in St. Johns County. It 
is great to be part of it.”

Last year, visitors spent almost $712 
million in St. Johns County, serving as an 
economic engine for a county rated as the 
wealthiest in Florida, annually the top-per-
forming school system in the state and one 
of the fastest-growing counties nationally.

The St. Johns County TDC recommends 
funding of facilities, programs and contracts 
to the Board of Commissioners for the pur-
pose of bringing people from outside of the 
county to cultural events. The nine-member 

TDC, serving four-
year terms, includes 
a County Commis-
sioner, two other 
elected officials, 
three or four mem-
bers who are owners 
or operators of lodg-
ing facilities and up 
to three members 

who are involved in the tourism industry. 
The Board of County Commission-

ers solicits applications for appointment 
whenever vacancies occur and members 
must be residents of St. Johns County. 
Current members include Berenberg, Kass, 
newly elected Vice Chair Diane Mataraza, 
Paul Waldron, Nancy Sikes-Kline, Undine 
George, Michael Gordon, Tom Manno and 
Jack Peter. The Council meets the third 
Monday of every month at 1:30 p.m., in the 
County Auditorium.

 Funding for Tourist Development Coun-
cil programs is provided by a “bed tax” paid 
by overnight visitors to St. Johns County. 

First established by County ordinance 86-
72, the “bed tax” or Local Option Tourist 
Development Tax (LOTDT) is assessed on 
short-term transient rentals. Hotel/motel 
rooms, campground spaces, condominiums, 
apartments and even private home rentals 
are subject to the tax if they are rented for 
six months or less. 

The current level of the county-wide tax 
is 4%, which generates approximately $5 
million annually. 

Berenberg has resided in Ponte Vedra 
Beach since the early 1990s. He has been 
instrumental in further developing the 
region’s arts and tourism attractions, with 
a focus on fundraising in the areas of sym-
phony orchestras, museums, arts organiza-
tions, zoos, educational institutions, medical 
organizations and social service agencies. 
Two large projects where he oversaw major 
public-private capital campaigns were the 
Times-Union Center for the Performing 
Arts ($70 million campaign) and Jack-
sonville Zoo and Gardens ($50 million 
campaign). 

Other efforts have directly affected his 
home county. The Florida Chamber Music 
Project performs at the Ponte Vedra Concert 
Hall and is in the midst of its seventh 
season. Artist showings as a part of the “Art 
in Public Spaces” program, held at the St. 
Johns County Administration Building, 
have included artists Susanne Schuenke, 
Harry McCormick, Anna Miller and the 
current showing by photography artist Kirk 
Marsh. 

 Berenberg graduated from the University 
of Minnesota with a major in Economics 
and received his Juris Doctor from Uni-
versity of Minnesota Law School. He is 
licensed before the United States Supreme 
Court and in the State of Minnesota. He is 
the founding partner of Gift Counsel.com 
LLP and has served on several nonprofit 
and corporate boards and received the 
Minnesota Human Rights Award, the World 
Gold Quill Award of Excellence, the Ameri-
can Honor Spirit Medal, the Omar Bond-
erud Human Rights Award and the March 
of Dimes Distinguished Citizen award.

Jacobson
Continued from 23

Historic district 
craft cocktail 
bar migrates to 
Anastasia Island

SJC Tourist Development Council elects chair 

Danny Berenberg

Provided photo
Chef Sebastian Sikora has created a menu featuring Odd Birds favorites and new fusion 
dishes.
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Assisted Living & Memory Care

The Care, The People,

A dedicated and caring management team with  
over 100 years of experience!

A unique culture that provides the highest quality of care!
A spotless record from the state – 100% deficiency free!

Call Today!  

904.686.3700
palmsatpontevedra.com

405 Solana Road, 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

Assisted Living & Memory Care
Independent Lifestyle

Come see for yourself why The Palms is  
the best choice for your loved one!

Call us today to schedule your tour!

Why Did Ruth choose The Palms?

Livi Bowers, a senior at Ponte Vedra High School, has two essential roles as a volunteer at Com-
munity Hospice & Palliative Care. She is president of the Community PedsCare Teen Advisory 
Board, and the talented artist also takes part in the Creative HeARTs program, painting portraits of 
pets in the Pet Therapy program.

 “Growing up, my family was very involved with Halloween Doors & More, and I could not wait 
until I was old enough to be-
come a volunteer for Commu-
nity Hospice.” Bowers said.

 The teen has worked hard as 
an ambassador to raise aware-
ness and funds for the Com-
munity PedsCare program, 
and she said she very much 
enjoys interacting with hospice 
patients through art therapy.

 Next year, Bowers will be 
attending Tulane University in 
New Orleans. But the Florida 
native plans to continue volun-
teering at Community Hospice 
during her college breaks.

 “Livi has been a wonder-
ful volunteer for us. She is a gifted artist with a beautiful soul,” Betsy Miller, volunteer coordinator, 
Community Hospice & Palliative Care, said.

 For more information about the Community HeARTs Program or becoming a volunteer at Com-
munity Hospice & Palliative Care, contact Betsy Miller at emiller1@communityhospice.com or call 
(904) 407-5022.

PVHS senior volunteers at 
community hospice before 
attending college in the Big Easy

Photos provided by Community Hospice & Palliative Care
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Cleaning division: (904) 226-6119 • Painting/Stucco/Construction division: (904) 713-3369

Summer discounts on all services DETAILED HOUSE CLEANING,WINDOW CLEANING,
CARPET & TILE CLEANING, PRESSUREWASHING, PAINTING and stucco REPAIRS.

Licensed & insured ~ no down payments ever!

CALL TODAY FOR A PERSONAL APPROACH AND A PROFESSIONAL RESULT!

WWW.ENTIRECLEANINGSERVICES.COM

We are a family owned professional painting, stucco and cleaning company 
offering the best services and pricing.We strive to be the best we can be on  
every single project. Your satisfaction Is our number 1 goal always! We take no 
down payments, we offer free estimates and warranties!

Call the Lisa Barton Team...

Welcome the New Year in Your Dream Home!

Stunning oceanfront home 
featuring 4 BD, 3.5 BA & 
3,728 sq. ft. of living space. 
You’ll love the screened 
patio with panoramic 
ocean views and Guana 
Reserve directly across the 
street!  
MLS# 1015553 / $1,398,000

Build your dream home in 
Palencia! This gorgeous half-
acre lot is located on a cul-
de-sac with golf course and 
pond views!  
MLS# 1026957 / $152,000

Beautifully renovated 
home in Marsh Landing’s 
prestigious North Island 
featuring 5 BA, 6 BD 
and over 6,000 sq.ft. The 
outdoor living spaces are 
lovely and the sunset views 
from the pool and balcony 
will take your breath away! 
MLS# 1035738 / $1,990,000

Atlantic Beach pool home, 
one block from the ocean 
featuring 4 BD, 4 BA & over 
3,100 sq. ft. You’ll love the 
spacious, open gourmet 
kitchen!  
MLS# 1013279 / $1,250,000

Harbour Island pool home 
featuring 4 BD, 4.5 BA 
and over 5,000 sq.ft. of 
living space with multiple 
balconies offering great 
water views in every 
direction! You’ll love your 
40’ floating dock in the 
backyard!  
MLS# 994739 / $1,750,000

Your options are endless 
with this 4 BD, 2.5 BA beach 
house, just 2 blocks from the 
ocean. Enjoy the lagoon 
views while relaxing to the 
sound of waves in your own 
backyard.  
MLS# 1031232 / $865,000

2941 S PONTE VEDRA BLVD.

608 IBIS COVE PL.

1355 OCEAN BLVD.

735 PROMENADE POINTE DR.

2703 2ND ST. S

JU
ST 

LIS
TED

100 BRISTOL PL.

KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY ATLANTIC PARTNERS
LUXURY INTERNATIONAL

(904) 705-1382 (LISA CELL) | LISA@LISASELLSPONTEVEDRA.COM
 WWW.LISASELLSPONTEVEDRA.COM

822 N A1A HGWY. STE. 310, OFFICE 343
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL 32082 | OFFICE: (904) 247-0059

By Christine Rodenbaugh

Without missing a beat, Senior Drum 
Sergeant Michael Thomas established the 
Old City Drum Corps in 2018, a tradition 
initiated by his teacher and mentor, U.S. 
Army veteran Master Drum Major George 

Carroll, who led the East Florida Fife & 
Drum at the start of St. Augustine’s first 
Night Watch Parade in 1975. 

“We’re dedicating this entire endeavor 
to George Carroll,” Thomas said.

Old City Drum Corps earns 
inaugural Romanza Award

Provided photo 
Members of the Old City Drum Corps perform at the 2019 Paseo Procession at the Governor’s 
House in St. Augustine. The Corps received one of two inaugural Romanza Awards.

DRUM CORPS continues on Page 33
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Singer-songwriter Grant 
Peeples is on tour in support 
of a new release and will play 
a CD-release show at Cafe 
Eleven in St. Augustine at 8 
p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 13. 
Accompanying Grant will be 
virtuoso violinist Mark Russell 
of Cambridge, Massachusetts 
and St. Augustine singer-song-
writer Davis Loose, who will 
open the show. 

“Bad Wife” is a unique 
concept album and a depar-
ture from Peeples’ usual repertoire. Not known 
for performing other peoples’ songs, he did not 
write a single song on the album, which is made 
up of songs all written by female songwriters. 
They include the title track “Bad Wife,” written 
by Austin singer-songwriter Ali Holder. Other 
songwriters include Eliza Gilkyson, Carrie 
Elkin, Phoebe Blume, Dayna Kurtz, Myshkin, 
Telisha Williams, Caroline Spence and Florida 
artists Sarah Mac, Rebekah Pulley and Alicia 
McGovern. 

The timing of the release cel-
ebrates the 100th anniversary of 
women getting the right to vote 
in the United States. The record 
is Grant’s tribute to this milestone 
in women’s history and his op-
portunity to express his apprecia-
tion and love of their work and 
influence. 

“Each song was originally 
heard in a live setting, where it 
entered me, worked me over, and 
never left, “ he said. “I didn’t 
go looking for these songs; they 

found me. Bludgeoned me. And my learning 
them has been an exercise of re-discovery, a 
search for those original nerves they struck.”  

The album is produced by iconic Roots/Amer-
icana producer-performer Gurf Morlix, who 
also produced and performed on four of Grant’s 
previous records. 

Showtime is 8 p.m. at Cafe Eleven, located at 
501 A1A Beach Blvd., St. Augustine. Tickets are 
$15 in advance and $20 at the door. Tickets may 
be bought in advance at www.originalcafe11.com.

Grant Peeples brings ‘Listen to Women’ 
CD-release show to St. Augustine Feb. 13

Award-winning tenor Emmet Cahill, formerly 
with Celtic Thunder, will return to the main stage 
of the 10th annual St. Augustine Celtic Music & 
Heritage Festival on Sunday, March 15 at Francis 
Field in downtown St. Augustine.

Cahill is a native of Mullingar, County West-
meath, Ireland. In recent years, he has been 
widely hailed as “Ireland’s Most Exciting Young 
Tenor.” In March 2018, he made his sold-out 
debut at New York’s Carnegie Hall. The evening 
prior, he performed a special concert for the 
Aisling Irish Community Center in Yonkers N.Y., 
raising much needed funds for homeless commu-
nities around the city.

For tickets and further information, visit: Celt-
icStAugustine.com

Irish tenor Emmet Cahill 
returns to Celtic Music 
& Heritage festival 

Award-winning Irish novelist Liz Nugent will participate with 
authors in Celtic NOIR!: Irish Authors Mystery & Crime Writers, 
on March 14 and 15 as part of the St. Augustine Celtic Music & 
Heritage Festival. Nugent had several careers before turning her hand 
to writing. She was, among other things, a buyer for a construction 
company, a welfare office civil servant, a theatrical stage manager 
and a story associate on a tv soap opera.

In early 2014 her first novel, “Unravelling Oliver,” was published. 
It went straight to the top of the bestseller list and also won the Crime 
Novel of the Year at the Irish Book Awards. Television rights for 
“Unravelling Oliver” have been optioned by Appian Way, Leonardo 
Di Caprio’s production company in Los Angeles.

Her second novel, “Lying in Wait,” was published in July 2016 
and also went straight to No. 1. It won the RTE Radio 1 Listener’s 
Choice prize at the Irish Book Awards and was shortlisted for Crime 
Novel of the Year. On its United Kingdom release in January 2017, 
“Lying in Wait” went straight into the UK bestseller list and was 
chosen for the hugely popular Richard & Judy Bookclub Spring 2017 
list and won the Reader’s Choice award for that season.

Author Liz Nugent 
headlines Celtic NOIR!

The Beaches Museum will host a Board-
walk lecture, entitled “Zora Neale Hurston 
and the Pleasure of Her Company,” by 
Dr. Tru Leverette, associate professor of 
English at the University of North Florida. 
The event will take place 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 25.

Zora Neale Hurston is known most wide-
ly for her literary legacy, which includes 
the now famous novel “Their Eyes Were 
Watching God.” Perhaps less known are her 

rebelliousness and her iconoclastic nature 
in the midst of the Harlem Renaissance and 
into the early Civil Rights Movement. 

As a black woman artist, folklorist and 
anthropologist in the early 20th century, 
Hurston blurred the lines between scientific 
objectivity and imaginative subjectivity. 
She was a boundary breaker and a person 
whose life challenged ideas about what 
women of her time could accomplish. 

 Leverette teaches African-American 

literature and serves as director of African-
American/African Diaspora Studies. Her 
research interests broadly include race, gen-
der, and identity in literature and culture.

This event will be held in the historic 
Beaches Museum Chapel and is free to 
Beaches Museum members, with a sug-
gested $5 donation for non-members. 

Visit the Beaches Museum website www.
beachesmuseum.org or call (904) 241-5657 
for more information.

Boardwalk Talk to feature Dr. Tru Leverette presenting 
‘Zora Neale Hurston and the Pleasure of Her Company’

Photo provided by State Archives of Florida 
Memory Project

Zora Neale Hurston

Grant Peeples

Photo provided by St. Augustine Celtic Music 
& Heritage Festival

Emmet Cahill will perform on the main stage at the 
St. Augustine Celtic Music & Heritage Festival.

Photo provided by St. Augustine Celtic Music & Heritage Festival
Liz Nugent will participate Celtic NOIR!: Irish Authors Mystery & Crime 
Writers event on March 14 and 15.

CELTIC NOIR continues on Page 34
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12000 Beach Boulevard

UPCOMING SHOWS
singin’ in   
the rain

MARCH 26 – APRIL 26

grease
APRIL 30 – JUNE 7

cinderella
JUNE 11 – JULY 26  

FEB. 20 -
MARCH 22

Live on Stage

SPONSORED BY:

On Feb. 8 and 9, Players by the Sea in 
Jacksonville Beach invites local talent to 
audition for the award-winning musical, 
“Spring Awakening,” to be performed 
April 24 - May 16. Auditions will be held 
at the community theater at 106 6th St.N., 
Jacksonville Beach.

Director Bradley Akers, who was last 
seen at Players directing The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime, said 
he wants to cast enthusiastic actors, “So, 
be yourself. Be authentic. Be bold. Be 
brave.”

Auditions for roles of Girls and Boys 
will take place on Saturday, Feb. 8, with 
registration at 11 a.m. and auditions 
beginning a noon.

Auditions for Adult Man and Adult 

Woman roles will take place on Sunday, 
Feb.9, starting at 6 p.m, registration 
beginning 30 minutes prior.

Some actors from Saturday may be 
asked to read with those auditioning for 
the adult roles.

Actors auditioning for Girls and Boys 
are asked to prepare 16-32 bars of a 
musical theater song in the style of any 
of the music found in Spring Awaken-
ing. They should bring sheet music to the 
audition. An accompanist will be pro-
vided. No acapella auditions or recorded 
accompaniment will be permitted. They 
should dress for a dance audition and 
be prepared for cold readings from the 
script.

Actors auditioning for Adult roles do 

not need to prepare a song or be ready to 
dance. They will only be asked to read 
from the script.

All actors should also bring a headshot, 
resume, and list of conflicts from Febru-
ary 8 through May 16. The rehearsal 
schedule will be created based on cast-
member conflicts. Due to mature subject 
matter, only actors over the age of 16 will 
be considered for casting. 

“The audition process is not only 
designed to align the casting dynamic 
of the show, but it’s also a way for us to 
interview each other and make sure it’s a 
right fit. I’m looking for honesty, bravery, 
resilience, and safety in your choices (in 
your vocals, your movement, and your 
interpretations),” said Akers.

Visit playersbythesea.org/auditions for 
more information about available roles. 

About the Show
 The winner of eight Tony Awards (in-

cluding Best Musical), Spring Awakening 
explores the journey through adolescence 
with poignancy and passion. It exam-
ines morality and sexual politics while 
unapologetically plumbing the depths of 
the hormonal teenage psyche in a way that 
feels both fresh and all too familiar. This 
landmark musical is an electrifying fusion 
of sex, rock & roll, and 1890s Germany.

For more information on how to buy 
tickets, visit playersbythesea.org/spring-
awakening or call the box office at  
(904) 249-0289.

Players by the Sea to hold auditions for pop/rock musical

The St. Johns County Tourist Devel-
opment Council, in partnership with the 
St. Johns County Cultural Events Divi-
sion, has launched a St. Johns County 
Music Strategy, an economic develop-
ment initiative focused on the county’s 
diverse and growing music industry 
and leveraging the music culture of the 
county for impact in year-round tour-
ism.  

Tourism is already a top economic 
driver in St. Johns County, but the 
music culture of the area is an underuti-
lized asset in attracting both short-term 
visitors and top talent to the area, ac-
cording to the St. Johns County Tourist 
Development Council and the Cultural 
Events Division. They engaged Sound 
Diplomacy, a London, Berlin and 
Barcelona-based music policy consul-
tancy and global expert in developing 
long-term and productive music strat-
egies to help with the initiative.

 Sound Diplomacy will manage a 
quantitative and qualitative year-long 
process that will deliver a detailed 
action plan to fill in the gaps and 
realize the full economic potential 
and vision for the St. Johns County 
music ecosystem. This process will 
include an economic impact assess-
ment of the county’s music industry, 
a comprehensive mapping of the 
county’s music-related assets (from 
performance, recording and rehearsal 
space to businesses and educational 
institutions), a comparative analysis 
to position St. Johns County among 
other best-practice global music cities 
and a strategic plan to guide the sec-
tor’s future growth with a particular 
emphasis on building a smart music 
tourism strategy. 

 Drawing from the data collected and 
stakeholder feedback, as well as global 
best practices, this effort will result 
in a strategic plan to engage St. Johns 
County music makers, industry stake-
holders, and audiences to support the 
industry’s future growth. 

The public is invited and encour-
aged to participate in this study by 
completing the Sound Diplomacy St. 
Johns County Survey, available online 
at https://www.surveygizmo.com/
s3/5414873/St-Johns-County-Music-
Strategy-Survey now through Feb. 14.

 For more information on the study, 
visit www.sounddiplomacy.com/st-
johns-county. 

St. Johns County music study 
aims to grow music ecosystem 
and develop music tourism

The Drum Corps musicians, many of 
them award-winning, are not re-enactors. 
They use handmade rope-tension drums 
to play music from the 16th, 17th and 
18th centuries while marching in period 
uniforms. Ensembles may be as small as 
a two-man drumming exhibition or as 
large as a 12-piece fife and drum corps 
with color guard and drum major. 

“It is thunderous, heart-throbbing 
sound,” Thomas said. “There’s nothing 
like it. And the fife was used because it’s 
such a high-pitched, distinctive sound it 
could be heard over the battle.”

Thomas said he’s integrating a new 
horn section into this season, and there 
are openings for fife and drum musi-
cians.

The Old City Drum Corp is one of 
two recipients of the inaugural Romanza 
Award in the amount of $1,500.

“The Old City Drum Corps takes 

authentic depiction very seriously, both 
musically and visually,” said Albert 
Syeles, president of Romanza St. Augus-
tine. “The Corps also works with various 
re-enactment groups in St. Augustine to 
further mutual educational and historic 
preservation goals.”

Romanza established its award to 
support the development of new and ex-
cellent cultural offerings and to sponsor 
smaller but noteworthy cultural projects 
beyond its own festival season. The non-
profit produces the 17-day long Romanza 
Festivale of Music & the Arts in May, 
and the St. Augustine Celtic Music & 
Heritage Festival in March.  

Each year, Romanza will grant three to 
five awards of between $500 and $2,000 
each for competitively selected arts and 
culture activities scheduled June through 
February. The fourth annual Pirate Fest, 
which took place Jan. 25 and 26 in St. 
Augustine, also received an inaugural 
Romanza Award. 

For more information, visit Romanza-
StAugustine.com .

Drum Corps
Continued from 31
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Lewis Auditorium at Flagler College, St. Augustine
Tickets: www.emmaconcerts.com • Children & Students w/ID $5

Box OfÞce Opens 1 Hour Before the Performance
Information: 904-797-2800

41

THE EMMA CONCERT ASSOCIATION 
& FLAGLER COLLEGE PRESENT

Russian National Symphony 
Orchestra Moscow

An All-Russian Program:
 Music by Glinka, Rimsky-Korsakov, Borodin 

 Tchaikovsky: The brilliant Symphony #4 in F minor

Saturday, Feb. 8, 2020  •  7:30 p.m.  •  $40
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••  

Coming Sat., March 14, 2020:

Dance Alive National Ballet
A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Music by Felix Mendelssohn
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

The Ponte Vedra Concert Hall will wel-
come the return of legendary soul group 
Tower of Power on Tuesday, April 28. 
Tickets went on sale Jan. 31.

 For more than 50 years, Tower of Pow-
er has delivered a brand of funky rhythms 
and driving grooves to fans across the 
world. With a soaring horn section, soul-

ful vocals, and one of the tightest rhythm 
sections in the business, the funk-soul out-
fit is renowned as a must-see act—com-
bining R&B classics with jazzy hits. 

Tickets for Tower of Power are avail-
able for purchase at the Ponte Vedra Con-
cert Hall and St. Augustine Amphitheatre 
box offices and Ticketmaster.com. 

Tower of Power returns to 
Ponte Vedra Concert Hall

 Roscolusa Songwriters Festival is 
slated to take place at Nocatee Station 
Field on Saturday, April 25. Early bird 
tickets went on sale Feb. 1.

The public is invited to come hear the 
stories behind hit songs performed by 
the original songwriters themselves. 

Roscolusa is offering $5 off general 
admission tickets and $20 off VIP tick-
ets while supplies last. 

New this year — all ages will need 
a ticket for the event. For more infor-
mation, or to purchase tickets, visit 
Roscolusa.com.

Roscolusa Songwriters Festival 
coming soon to Nocatee

Photo provided by Ponte Vedra Concert Hall
In 2015, Nugent was the inaugu-

ral winner of the Jack Harte Bursary 
courtesy of the Irish Writer’s Centre 
and the Tyrone Guthrie Centre. In 2016, 
she was the Writer in Residence at the 
Princess Grace Library in Monaco, 
and in October 2017, Liz won the Irish 
Woman of the Year Award for Litera-
ture.

Her third novel, “Skin Deep,” was 
published in Ireland in April 2018, hit 
the No. 1 spot and spent five months 
in the top 10 bestsellers list. Her fourth 
novel, “Little Cruelties,” will be pub-
lished by Simon & Schuster in the U.S. 
in August 2020.

She has written stories for children, 
radio plays, tv dramas and has good in-

tentions to write a stage play very soon. 
Her books have been translated into 16 
languages.

Find the CELT in YOU in America’s 
Oldest Celtic City

The event begins on Friday, March 
13 with a pre-festival Whiskey Tasting, 
and continues Saturday and Sunday 
with live performances on two stages. It 
also features “Celtic NOIR!”: Mystery 
& Crime Writers, The St. Augustine 
Highland games, Celtic artisans and 
food, and kids’ games. 

The St. Patrick Parade begins at 10 
a.m. on Saturday, March 14 at the site 
of the world’s original St. Patrick’s Day 
parade, begun in 1601 in St. Augustine.

For tickets and further information: 
CelticStAugustine.com

Festival tickets may also be pur-
chased at Ann O’Malley’s Irish Pub 
located at 23 Orange St., St. Augustine.

Celtic NOIR
Continued from 32
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Sports Send your sports news to 

pvrecorder@opcfla.com

This weekend, Feb. 7-9, Donna Deegan 
and thousands of runners, walkers and 
spectators will be participating in DONNA 
Marathon Weekend, which will culminate 
with a marathon and half-marathon course 
that starts and finishes in the heart of Nep-
tune Beach and Atlantic Beach.

The Beaches Town Center will once 
again serve as epicenter of weekend events.

Listed as Women’s Running Magazine’s 
“favorite charity race,” the 26.2 with 
DONNA, The National Marathon to Finish 
Breast Cancer is the only marathon in the 
country dedicated to breast cancer research 
and care.

“Last year, we debuted a flatter, 
faster course that runs through Northeast 
Florida’s beautiful coastal communities. 
We look forward to welcoming back repeat 
runners, first-time participants and our 
incredible supporters for another exciting 
weekend that celebrates every step we take 
together toward finishing breast cancer,” 
said Donna Deegan, founder of The 

DONNA Foundation. 
Now in its 13th year, DONNA Marathon 

Weekend events include a 5K, half-mara-
thon (with the relay option returning this 
year), marathon and race expo. Participants 
will run and walk through Jacksonville’s 
beach communities of Atlantic Beach, 

Neptune Beach, Jacksonville Beach and 
Ponte Vedra Beach on Sunday, Feb. 9 for 
the marathon and half marathon.

The updated route, enacted last year, 
makes the Boston Marathon-qualifying 
course — already one of Florida’s fastest 
— an even greater opportunity for setting 

new personal records.
“We are excited to welcome this wonder-

ful event back to Neptune Beach,” said 
Neptune Beach Mayor Elaine Brown. “Last 
year’s weekend brought an outpouring of 
support for the runners, as well as our local 
business community. DONNA Marathon 
Weekend is a beloved annual tradition, and 
one that we’re proud to support.”

Atlantic Beach Mayor Ellen Glasser 
said, “If you have not run through Atlantic 
Beach as part of your race experience, you 
do not want to miss it in 2020! The first 
several miles of the course wind through 
our city and at every turn you will hear and 
see an enthusiastic welcome! We paint our 
town pink to support runners and all those 
whose lives have been changed by breast 
cancer. In supporting the 13th annual 26.2 
with DONNA, The Marathon to Finish 
Breast Cancer, we are eager to do our part, 
along with our sister beach cities, to finish 

Get set for DONNA Marathon Weekend’s return

Photos provided by The DONNA Foundation

MARATHON continues on Page 38

ACROSS
1. Frenzied
5. Between fathers and 
sons?
8. Not fake news
12. Black-tie occasion
13. Pupil’s place
14. Whatchamacallit
15. Similar
16. Nessie’s lake
17. Poet T.S.
18. *He called his resi-
dence the White House
20. Dashing style
21. Opposite of cathode
22. No-goodnik
23. Same as Danzig
26. Inside information, 
pl.
30. Antonym of keep
31. Data input device
34. ____ Madrid Club 
de Fútbol
35. Anomie, alt. sp.
37. Stupid person
38. First M in MGM
39. Narcotics agent, for 
short
40. Jennifer Lopez’ 2019 
movie swindle
42. Band aid
43. Hiked the Inca Trail, 
e.g.
45. Threat, two words
47. H+, e.g.
48. “Fences” actress Davis
50. Long forearm bone
52. *His epitaph doesn’t 
mention his presidency

56. Abracadabra, e.g.
57. *First Lady of the US 
for only one month
58. Milano moolah
59. *Where JFK’s “Honey 
Fitz” spent time
60. Two of a kind, pl.
61. Winglike
62. Ring-around-the-
rosy flower
63. “C’____ la vie!”
64. *President during 
Mexican-American War

DOWN
1. Petri dish filler
2. Kind of shark
3. Assortment
4. Dorothy Gale, e.g.
5. Gordon Gekko: “____ 
is good”
6. Bridal path
7. “Hey, over here!”
8. *He installed library 
at the White House
9. Marco Polo’s destina-
tion
10. “Oh ____!”
11. Little squirt
13. Conjure up
14. “Faster!” to a horse
19. Glorify
22. *Announce presi-
dential ____
23. *He established Yel-
lowstone as 1st national 
park
24. 1/100 of a rial
25. “I love you” or 
“J’____”

26. *Only one to hold 
position in Executive 
and Judicial branches
27. Prenatal
28. Orwell’s animals’ 
turf, pl.
29. North face, e.g.
32. “You had” or “you 
would”
33. Baryshnikov’s step
36. *First president to 
campaign by telephone
38. Dixon of “The Walk-
ing Dead”
40. Farm layer

41. Body scrubbers
44. Bear Down Under
46. Hearing organ 
cover
48. Second planet from 
the Sun
49. “____ ____ me, then 
who?”
50. Machinating
51. Not more
52. Green gem
53. Storage cylinder
54. Face-to-face exam
55. Police informer
56. Tree juice

THEME: U.S. PRESIDENTS SUDOKU
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ON FOR
INFORMATION

ABOUT
FURNITURE
AND HOME 

FURNISHINGS!

1102 A1A N., Unit 108
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904.285.8831

Full Spectrum, CBD Rich Hemp Oil.
Known to help reduce stress & anxiety,
improve sleep, manage chronic pain.
Lab Tested. USA Grown not Overseas.
100% Money Back Guarantee. Save
O v e r  3 3 %  C A L L  N O W :
1-855-408-7942

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Call 1-855-895-7245

Cross Country Moving, Long
distance Moving Company, out of
state move. $799 Long Distance
Movers. Get Free quote on your
Long distance move 1-800-978-4744

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health Link.
Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip-
tions Required. CIPA Certified. Over
1500 medications available. CALL
Today For A Free Price Quote.
1-844-751-4067 Call Now!

Need Help with Family Law?
Can't Afford a

$5000 Retainer? https://www.family
courtdirect.com/?network=1 Low
Cost Legal Services - Pay As You Go
- As low as $750-$1500 - Get Legal

Help Now! Call 1-844-415-4092
Mon-Fri 7am to 4pm PST

Miscellaneous

Legal Service

DIRECTV Te Trae El Mejor Fútbol De
México por Univision! Paquete Más
ULTRA, Todo Incluído $45.00/ mes,
más impuestos. Incluye Más de 240
canales! Llame al ñumero
877-430-6584.

Preschool Teacher (Jacksonville,
FL) Associate's deg in edu,
science or liberal arts & 24
months exp reqd. Teach pre-
school children & lead activities
to promote physical, mental &
social dvlpmt. Resume to First
Coast Kids dba Kiddie Academy
of St Johns, 14975 Walden
Springs Way, Jacksonville, FL

32258.

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars!
Junk, high-end, totaled it doesn't
matter! Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 1-833-238-0340

AFFORDABLE NEW SIDING!
Beautify your home! Save on
monthly energy bills with beautiful
NEW SIDING from 1800Remodel! Up

to 18 months no interest.
Restrictions apply
1-855-361-3532

Struggling with
DRUGS or ALCOHOL?
Addicted to PILLS? Talk to someone
who cares. Call The Addiction Hope
& Help Line for a free assessment.
1-866-786-9980

Help Wanted
Full-Time

Autos For Sale
Home

Improvements
Unable to work due to injury or
illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.,
Social Security Disability Attorneys!
FREE Evaluation. Local Attorneys
Nationwide. 1-855-399-1237! (Mail:
2420 N St NW, Washington DC.
Office: Broward Co. FL., TX/NM Bar.

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-855-457-9751

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST down-
load speeds. WiFi built in! FREE
Standard Installation for lease cus-
tomers! Limited Time, Call
1-855-485-4101 (m)

Financial
Service EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Satellite Sales
& Service TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobi-
lity with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free inf

For Sale
CHURCH FURNITURE-FACTORY DI-
RECT! Custom Built, pews and pulpit
furniture and cushions for hard pews.
Factory direct to you.
Call for a quote. 1-800-231-8360.
www.pews1.com

I have several sellers willing to help
pay closing cost! Very low down

payment needed. Rent-To-Own
opportunities available.

Call or Text Wally Sears at (904)
610-9771 Realtor BHHSFNR

AVIATION CAREERS - Hands on
training for career opportunities in
aviation, manufacturing and more.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Job placement assistance. Call AIM
866-314-5838

Furniture /
Furnishings

A Path to Freedom
Author & coach Mark Lynn helps
move us towards our true-self and
greater personal freedom. For a brief
talk, call or text (904) 436-8332 or
email, marklynn119@gmail.com. Re-
ceive a free book, Spiritual Con-

sciousness, for your outreach.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for [350] proce-
dures. Call 1-833-424-6043 for
details. www.dental50plus.com/c
pf 6118-0219

Homes for Sale
Business
Services

Health, Beauty & /
Fitness Aids

AVIATION CAREERS - Hands on
training for career opportunities
inaviation, manufacturing and more.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Jobplacement assistance. Call AIM
866-314-5838

COMPUTER ISSUES? Free Diagno-
sis by Geeks On Site! Virus
Removal,Data Recovery! 24/7 Emer-
gency Service,In-home repair On line
solutions 1-855-993-4172

GET A $250 AT&T VISA? RE-
WARD CARD WHEN YOU BUY A
SMARTPHONE ON AT&T NEXT!
Limited Time Offer. More For Your
Thing. (*Req's well-qualified credit.
Limits & restr's apply.) Call Now!
1-8668457080 or visit www.250rewar
d.com/CPF

Schools /
Instructional

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISEBUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

Computers
& Equipment REALREAL

ESTATEESTATE

Health Service/
Medical
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• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks
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Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks
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We have Clinics STATEWIDE. Medi-
cal Marijuana Clinics, call today!Call
1-833-420-0421

Denied Social Security Disability?
Appeal! If you're50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attorneys can help
get you approved! Nomoney out of
pocket! Call 855-550-4744

"A SENIOR LOVE STORY" By
Richard Corey. After having a
badstroke, I wrote to help others
with struggling health. Nice re-
view ArizonaAARP. Amazon
Books.

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All vehi-
cles 2000 and Newer! Any Condi-
tion.Running or Not. Competitive
Offer! Free Towing! We're Nation-
wide! CallNow: 1-800-761-9396.

CASH PAYOUT? 70 years old and
kids are grown! Do you need that
lifeinsurance or is a big life
settlement cash payout smarter? Call
Benefit AdvanceNow for more info.
1-866-251-2882

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped
over a million families find senior
living. Our trusted, local advisors
help find solutions to your unique
needs at no cost to you.

1-877-505-5169

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-855-836-8564

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-800-726-2194

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars!
Junk, high-end, totaled it doesn't
matter! Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 1-833-238-0340

AFFORDABLE NEW SIDING!
Beautify your home! Save on
monthly energy bills with beautiful
NEW SIDING from 1800Remodel! Up

to 18 months no interest.
Restrictions apply
1-855-361-3532

Send a box full of winter sunshine
this holiday season! Hand-picked.
Mixed fruit medley. Satisfaction
guaranteed. SAVE 20%! Only $19.99.
Free Shipping. Call Pittman & Davis
1-877-625-5042 and mention item
#MXFM and code PMVH-N191 or
visit www.www.pitmandavis.com/M
10128 (m)

Autos For Sale
Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobi-
lity with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free inf

Home
Improvements

Cross Country Moving, Long
distance Moving Company, out of
state move. $799 Long Distance
Movers. Get Free quote on your
Long distance move 1-800-978-4744

SAVE ON YOUR
NEXT PRESCRIPTION!
World Health Link. Price Match
Guarantee! Prescriptions Required.
CIPA Certified
Over 1500 medication
1-844-751-4067 Call Now!

Unable to work due to injury or 
illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., 
Social Security Disability Attorneys!
FREE Evaluation. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide. 1-855-399-1237! (Mail: 
2420 N St NW, Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. FL., TX/NM Bar.

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONDo you use a CPAP machine for
sleep apnea? Get your FDA ap-
proved CPAP machine and supplies
at little or no cost!Free sleep
supplement and sleep guide inclu-
ded! Call 844-359-1121

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Call 1-855-895-7245

Legal Service

Attention Viagra users: Generic 100 
mg blue pills or Generic 20 mg 
yellow pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + 
S/H. Guaranteed, no prescription 
n e c e s s a r y .  C a l l  T o d a y 
1-855-594-6030

Satellite Sales
& Service

Become a Published Author. We
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Call for Free
Author`s Guide 1-844-218-1247. http:/

/dorranceinfo.com/florida

Medical SuppliesMedicare doesn't cover all of your
medical expenses. A Medicare Sup-
plemental Plan can help cover costs
that Medicare does not. Get a free
quote today by calling now. "Hours:
24/7. 1-800-866-3027

AVIATION CAREERS - Hands on
training for career opportunities in
aviation, manufacturing and more.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Job placement assistance. Call AIM
866-314-5838

Behind on your MORTGAGE?
Denied a Loan Modification?
Bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner Protection
Services now! New laws are in
effect that may help. Call Now
1-844-720-2118

COMPUTER ISSUES? Free Diagno-
sis by Geeks On Site! Virus
Removal,Data Recovery! 24/7 Emer-
gency Service,In-home repair On line
solutions 1-855-993-4172

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

Computers
& Equipment

Diagnosed with LUNG CANCER in
the past 2 years? Were you an
INDUSTRIAL or CONSTRUCTION
TRADESMAN? You and your family
may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT
CASH AWARD. Call 877-638-5582
for your risk free consultation.

AVIATION CAREERS - Hands on
training for career opportunities
inaviation, manufacturing and more.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Jobplacement assistance. Call AIM
866-314-5838

Send Fairytale Brownies - Over 25%
off for the holidays! Christmas Brownie
Bliss - 36 pc. Bite-size. Belgian
chocolate. Six flavors. Only $39.95 +
FREE shipping. Order now, ship later!
Call 1-855-838-6710 and ask for item
CR436L or
visit www.brownies.com/m97189

Unable to work due to injury or
illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.,
Social Security Disability Attorneys!
FREE Evaluation. Local Attorneys
Nationwide. 1-855-399-1237! (Mail:
2420 N St NW, Washington DC.
Office: Broward Co. FL., TX/NM Bar.

Schools /
Instructional

Financial
Service

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for [350] proce-
dures. Call 1-855-404-2263 for
details. www.dental50plus.com/c
pf 6118-0219

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health Link.
Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip-
tions Required. CIPA Certified. Over
1500 medications available. CALL
Today For A Free Price Quote.
1-844-751-4067 Call Now!

Struggling with
DRUGS or ALCOHOL?
Addicted to PILLS? Talk to someone
who cares. Call The Addiction Hope
& Help Line for a free assessment.
1-866-786-9980

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15%
off and 0% financing for those who
qualify. PLUS Senior & Military

Discounts. Call 1-866-287-4769

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

Health, Beauty & /
Fitness Aids Miscellaneous

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY NOON

CALL APRIL SNYDER
904-686-3937

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #
904-285-7232
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content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.
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• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services) www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
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Three ways to visit us online...

1102 A1A N., Unit 108
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904.285.8831

CANADIAN PHARMACY. We can
BEAT your CO-PAY! Save up to
80%. Prescription Required. Call
Today 1-877-755-8412

***ESTATE SALES BY***
***FAYE & ASSOCIATES***

The Coves, TPC - 6515 Burnham
Circle - January 18th & 19th
9am-3pm. House and garage loaded
with like new furniture and something
for everyone. Check estatesales.net
for pictures & descriptions.

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

COMPUTER ISSUES? Free Diagnosis
by Geeks On Site! Virus Removal,Data
Recovery! 24/7 Emergency Serv-
ice,In-home repair On line

solutions$20OFF. 1-855-993-4172

Computers
& Equipment

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-800-726-2194

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions
apply 1-800-496-2603

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You
And Your Family May Be Entitled To
Significant Cash Award. No Risk. No
Money Out of Pocket. For Information
Call 855-488-8843

Medicare doesn't cover all of your
medical expenses. A Medicare Supple-
mental Plan can help cover costs that
Medicare does not. Get a free quote
today by calling now. "Hours: 24/7.
1-800-866-3027

Health Service/
Medical

Hughes Net Satellite Internet -
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get
More Data FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. WiFi
built in! FREE Standard Installa-
tion for lease customers! Limited

Time, Call 1-855-485-4101

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Erections Immedi-
ately. Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently &
Safely. Guaranteed Results. FDA
L icensed.  F ree  Brochure .
1-800-354-3944 www.DrJoelKaplan

.com

Satellite Sales
& Service

Do you use a CPAP machine for sleep
apnea? Get your FDA approved CPAP
machine and supplies at little or no
cost!Free sleep supplement and sleep

guide included! Call 844-359-1121

Diagnosed with LUNG CANCER in
the past 2 years? Were you an
INDUSTRIAL or CONSTRUCTION
TRADESMAN? You and your family
may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT
CASH AWARD. Call 877-638-5582

for your risk free consultation.

Have $10K In Debt? Credit Cards.
Medical Bills. Personal Loans. Be
Debt Free in 24-48 Months. Call
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! Know
Your Options. Get a FREE debt

relief quote: Call 1-866-465-4307

Earthlink High Speed
Internet. As Low

As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink

Today 1-877-929-1176

Water Damage. Dealing with water
damage requires immediate action.
Local professionals that respond
immediately. Nationwide and 24/7.
No mold calls. Call today!
1-800-730-6976

Struggling with
DRUGS or ALCOHOL?
Addicted to PILLS? Talk to someone
who cares. Call The Addiction Hope
& Help Line for a free assessment.
1-866-786-9980

Stay in your home longer with an
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1500 off, including a
free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation: Call us at
1-855-501-2042

Home
Improvements

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids.
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear
Sound. If you decide to keep it,
PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE
Shipping. Call Hearing Help Ex-
press 1- 877-442-6921

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions

apply. Call 1-855-895-7245

Behind on your MORTGAGE?
Denied a Loan Modification?
Bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner Protection
Services now! New laws are in
effect that may help. Call Now
1-844-720-2118

Financial
Service

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-
Registered. Crisp, clear sound,
state of-the-art features & no
audiologist needed. Try it RISK

FREE for 45 Days!
CALL 1-855-504-5893

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?You
and Your Family May Be Entitled to
Significant Cash Award. Call
1-855-635-9214 for Information. No
Risk. No Money Out of Pocket.

Get Your Medical Marijuana Card.
Call today to qualify. ST. Augustine
9 0 4 - 2 9 9 - 5 3 0 0 .  G a i n e s v i l l e
352-306-0220.Orlando 407-755-1022,
321-247-7667 Tampa 813-756-0091

FT. Myers 239-236-5311.

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company for
details. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for 350 procedures.
855-404-2263 or http://www.dental
50plus.com/cpf Ad# 6118

DIREC TV CHOICE All-Included
Package. Over 185 Channels! ONLY
$45/month (for 24 mos.) Call Now
-Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE! CALL
1-877-808-9508 Ask Us How To
Bundle & Save!

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

Satellite Sales
& Service

Health Service/
MedicalBUSINESSBUSINESS

SERVICESSERVICES

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON
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State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services) www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder
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FURNISHINGS!
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ALL
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Story Ideas?
Let us know 

how we’re doing.
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Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904.285.8831

FIND OUT ABOUT THE

POWER
OF ADVERTISING
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to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

Merry
Christmas

Sell More
PLACE AN AD

Contact Desert Exposureʼs

Get The Ponte vedraGet  The  Ponte vedra 
recorder delivered torecorder delivered to 

your doorstep.your doorstep.

START YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
CALL 904.686.3936
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QUICK SALE!
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904.285.8831
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Providing reliable and honest air conditioning and heating 
services to all makes and models.

(904) 292-0636  -  www.keepingjacksonvillecool.com

• $49.00 Summer Tune up Special
• FREE Service Call with Repairs

• 24 Hour Service (no overtime rate)
• FREE Estimates on New Equipment Installations

• $199 Whole House Duct Cleaning Special (up to 12 vents & duct sanitizing)

Business Weekly 
Pages 29-32

Sports
Pages 34-38

January 11, 2018
Volume 47, No. 54

75 cents

PonteVedraRecorder.com

Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969 SAVE UP TO 50%

Specializing in servicing Audi, BMW,

Jaguar, Mercedes-Benz, Volks
wagen,

Volvo and other fine imports

998.9992 • WORLDIMPORTSUSA.COM

PP
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588
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BRYAN S. FAZIO, Cert
ified Financial Planner

®

Senior Financial Advisor
First Vice President - Inv

estments

818 US Highway A1A N,
Suite 102

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 3
2082

Phone: (904) 361-704
7

e-mail: bryan.fazio@w
ellsfargo.com

Get your FREEOne-Hour
Retirement checkup.

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade nam
e used byWells Fargo Clearing Ser

vices, LLC, Member SIPC, a registe
red broker-dealer and non-bank a

ffiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
© 2009

Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC
. All rights reserved. CAR- 1017-023

95

Investment and Insura
nce Products: ➤ NOT F

DIC Insured ➤ NO Bank Guarantee
➤MAY Lose Value

Here is an opportunity to re
ceive a 2nd opinion and seiz

e

your future. Call (904) 361-
7047 today to schedule your

FREE review

P
V2

-L
V4

58
22

Looking  
& Feeling 

Good
Pages 13-28

BEACHWALK: 

NEWEST LUXURY 
COMMUNITY

ST. JOHNS COUNTY’S 

A one-of-a-kind 

community is coming 

to St. Johns County. 

Read page 4 to learn 

more about Beachwalk. 

Photo courtesy of 

Americrest Luxury Homes

PV2-LV45890

JANUARY 11, 2018
SPECIAL SECTION

FEELING
GOOD

LOOKING&

in2018

SEND NO MONEY!
We’ll bill you later!

COVERING THE BEST CITY IN FLORIDA

Pleasingly 
Affordable
q One-Year Subscription $35
q 6-Month Subscription $20

For fastest service, call 904.285.8831
*At the end of your subscription, you will be automatically renewed at our renewal prices then in effect. A bill will be 
sent at the end of your subscription term. Cancel at anytime for a 100% refund on unmailed copies.

Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

City _________________________  State ______  Zip __________

Email _________________________________________________

this disease.”
The theme of the 2020 DONNA 

Marathon Weekend is #TogetherWeWILL, 
aimed at inspiring everyone through the 
power of working together.

Since its inception in 2008, DONNA 
Marathon Weekend has raised nearly $6 
million in funding for The DONNA Foun-
dation, moving over 13,000 families living 

with breast cancer from a place of fear to 
one of love by providing assistance and 
support when it is needed most. 

In 2019 alone, the organization served 
984 families living with breast cancer and 
secured more than $485,000 in financial 
services and debt relief. 

The DONNA Foundation has also dis-
bursed $3.3 million of race proceeds to the 
Mayo Clinic Breast Cancer Translational 
Genomics Research Program. 

For more information about events, visit 
www.breastcancermarathon.com.

Marathon
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GOLFGOLF comes to  comes to 
Ponte Vedra Beach in March 2020Ponte Vedra Beach in March 2020

We will publish our annual 
Golf Tournament Guide on March 5, 2020
Advertising Deadline: February 20, 2020

If you have not reserved your space yet, NOW is the time!
For more information, call 285-8831

Recorder
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Celebrating 50 years of the 

INSIDER’S

WHO'S 
GONNA 
WIN?

TIGER 
TIME 

Only winner in March 
and May returns 
to TPC Sawgrass

Why the 
move back 
to March?

Tournament
Guide

Are you ready?Are you ready?
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Discount Code: PRINT20

1-855-681-3113

LIVE PAIN FREE with CBD
products from AceWellness!
We guarantee highest quality, 
most competitive pricing on
CBD products —  Softgels, Oils, 
Skin Care, Vape Pens & More!

Sell More
PLACE AN AD

Become a Published Author. We
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Call for Free
Author`s Guide 1-844-218-1247. http:/

/dorranceinfo.com/florida

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15%
off and 0% financing for those who
qualify. PLUS Senior & Military

Discounts. Call 1-866-287-4769

ANF

Reach Over 5 Million Readers with Newspaper AdvertisingReach Over 5 Million Readers with Newspaper Advertising

904.579.2154
Advertising Networks of Florida

Need Help with Family Law? Can't
Afford a $5000 Retainer? https://ww
w.familycourtdirect.com/?networ
k=1 Low Cost Legal Services - Pay
As You Go - As low as $750-$1500 -
Get Legal Help Now! Call
1-844-415-4092 Mon-Fri 7am to 4pm
PST

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/
DIRECTV Choice All-Included Pack-
age. $59.99/month for 12 months. 185
Channels PLUS Thousands of
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call
1-877-808-9508

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

We have Clinics STATEWIDE. Medi-
cal Marijuana Clinics, call today!Call
1-833-420-0421

Get Your Medical Marijuana Card. 
Stop in for a sample of CBD 
Bud.Stop taking dangerous pain and 
Anxiety Pills with Toxic side 
effects .1-833-420-0421 Yard Sale CornerYard Sale Corner

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support our 

1-800-245-0398

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands on 

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and Newer! Any Condi-

and Newer. 

-

-

-

Internet.  

-

ATTENTION: Have you or a loved one
used Juul or another e-cigarette vaping
device & developed a serious health
condition such as stroke, seizure,
convulsions, lung damage, pulmonary
issues including heart attacks? You
may be entitled to compensation! Call
now: 1-855-916-2015

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR 
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL 
1-855-972-5518

Get Your Medical MarijuanaCard.
Stop in for a sample of CBD Bud.
Stop taking dangerous pain and
AnxietyPills with Toxic side ef-
fects. 1-833-420-0421

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped
over a million families find senior
living. Our trusted, local advisors
help find solutions to your unique
needs at no cost to you.

1-877-505-5169

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-855-836-8564

Miscellaneous

WE’RE
   ALL
     EARS

Questions?
Comments?
Story Ideas?
Let us know 

how we’re doing.

1102 A1A N., Unit 108
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904.285.8831

HELLO
my name is

Call 904.285.8831 today, and let us start 
spreading the word about your business

Your  Ad Here
Introduce yourself to thousands of new customers 

in our next edition. It’s a great way to showcase your 
products and services to consumers who care about 

keeping our community vibrant and strong by 
supporting local businesses like yours.
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St. Johns County 
parents choose 

Nemours for 
top-quality kids’ 

eye care

It’s reassuring to know you have experts nearby who focus only on children’s vision needs. 
From vision tests to eye surgery, you and your child can depend on our care.

The Nemours eye team is one of the largest pediatric eye care teams in Northeast Florida. 
Our team includes fi ve pediatric ophthalmology doctors, two pediatric optometry doctors 

and a certifi ed orthoptist.

Our expertise and convenient Jacksonville South location ensure the outstanding care your 
child needs is close to home.

Nemours Children’s Specialty Care, Jacksonville South
14785 Old St. Augustine Road, Suite 200 |  Jacksonville, FL 32258 |  (904) 697-360014785 Old St. Augustine Road, Suite 200 |  Jacksonville, FL 32258 |  (904) 697-3600

© 2020. The Nemours Foundation. ® Nemours is a registered trademark of The Nemours Foundation. J4710 (01/20)


