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Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to 
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. Email submissions to 
pvrecorder@opcfla.com or bring them by our office at 1102 A1A N., 
Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach. Submissions may be published in the 
paper, on our website or on our social media platforms.  

Visit our website at www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Also, check out the Ponte Vedra 
Recorder channel on YouTube.

Find us on Twitter 
@PonteVedraNews 
and on Instagram 
@pvrecorder 

Hugh Osteen
Florida Market Manager
hugh@opcfla.com 
(904) 285-8831

Susan Griffin
Publisher
susan@opcfla.com 
(904) 686-3938

Maggie FitzRoy
Editor 
maggie@opcfla.com 
(904) 686-3939

Paris Moulden
Page Designer/Reporter
paris@opcfla.com
(904) 285-8831, ext. 3943

Christine Rodenbaugh
Reporter
chris@opcfla.com
(904) 285-8831

Amber Lake
Reporter
amber@opcfla.com
(904) 285-8831, ext. 3945

Daniela Toporek
Reporter
daniela@opcfla.com
(904) 285-8831, ext. 3941

Ed Johnson
Senior Account Executive
ed@opcfla.com 
(904) 285-8831, ext. 3940

Kristin Flanagan
Account Executive
kristin@opcfla.com
(904) 285-8831, ext. 3950

April Snyder
Sales Assistant
aprils@opcfla.com 
(904) 285-8831, ext. 3937 

Bob Bueno
Circulation Manager 
bbueno@opcfla.com     
904-463-0962

Subscription Rates, Bulk Mail: 
One year, $35; six months, $20. Rates 
not applicable in Canada or overseas. 
To subscribe, call (904) 285-8831.

No readers correctly identified last week’s photo, so here’s another chance 
to try again. Good luck!

Do you know 
what this is?
Email answer to 
pvrecorder@opcfla.com 
by Monday at 5 p.m.

All correct entries will be 
entered into a random 
drawing to win tickets for 
two adults and two chil-
dren to the Jacksonville 
Zoo. In order to allow as 
many families as possible 
to win, participants are 
only eligible to win a 
ticket prize pack once 
every four months.

ADOPT A PET

St. Johns County Pet Center
Cat adoptions are $30 for males and $40 for females. Dog adoptions are $45 for males and $60 for females. 
Adoption fees include microchipping, neutering/spaying, rabies vaccinations and shots. The Pet Center is 
located at 130 N. Stratton Road in St. Augustine, off U.S. 1 between County Road 210 and International Golf 
Parkway. Business hours are Tuesday through Friday 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
center is closed to the public on Sunday. On Monday, the office is open by appointment only to claim a 
lost pet. For more information, please call the St. Johns County Pet Center at (904) 209-6190.

Any new pet being introduced to a new home will need time to adjust to its new environment. Please reinforce 
house training and behavioral training, and be mindful of interacting with other pets.

CAT OF 
THE WEEK
Gem was 
picked 
up and 
brought 
to the Pet 
Center as 
a stray. 
She  is a 
6-month-old, spayed, domestic shorthair tabby. 
She is very shy at first, but then warms right up 
and cuddles. S is petite, young and playful – 
waiting for her new furrrever family. Come see 
Gem at the Pet Center today. #52640

DOG OF 
THE WEEK 
Barney was 
brought  to 
the Pet Cen-
ter an owner 
release. He 
is a beauti-
ful hound/
lab mix with 
blue/brown 

eyes, who loves to smile. He would be a great 
family friend to older kids. He is housetrained, very 
sweet and good with cats and other dogs. Come 
see Barney at the Pet Center today. #52944



Ponte Vedra Recorder · December 12, 2019 COMMUNITY NEWS   3

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!

P
V
2-
LV

45
85

7

BRIDGESTONE
$296,500 - Price Reduced!
Perfect St. Johns County home 
for a young family! Features 3 
bedrooms plus office, 2 baths, 
cherry hardwood flooring in living 
areas, galley kitchen with breakfast 
nook, glassed sunroom with tile, 
A/C, & large energy efficient 
windows, a new roof, new water 
heater, & newer A/C. MLS 1015684
Curtis Carter | 904.386.4651 
CurtisCarter@WatsonRealtyCorp.com

PORTOFINO @ PV
$393,000
Tuscan-style condo in private 
community with only 20 units near 
Mickler’s Beach. This first-floor 
unit, made of steel & concrete 
block construction, offers granite 
counters, stainless steel appliances, 
an attached 2-car garage, & 
screened lanai overlooking the 
peaceful preserve. MLS 1001989
Rosemary Jones | 904.501.2482 
RosemaryJones@WatsonRealtyCorp.com

SAWGRASS CC
$468,000
Sawgrass home with 3 bedrooms, 
office, 3 baths, vaulted ceilings, 
large living/dining room with built-in 
bar, master bedroom with updated 
shower & spa tub, updated kitchen, 
freshly painted exterior, 2-car garage, 
& screened porch. Enjoy world-
famous golf, private beach access, & 
a community pool! MLS 956096
Jim Zeller | 904.772.5592 
JimZeller@WatsonRealtyCorp.com

WATERS EDGE
$599,000
Great lakefront home in the heart 
of Sawgrass Players Club, just down 
the street from TPC Sawgrass. 
Features tall ceilings, lots of light, 4 
bedrooms, including a big master 
bedroom plus upstairs bonus room, 
& 3.5 baths. The screened lanai 
is the perfect place to enjoy the 
outdoors! MLS 1027197
Murray & Elise Beard | 904.465.2784
MurrayBeard@WatsonRealtyCorp.com

WOODLANDS
$699,000 - Price Reduced!
Charming custom home in Ponte Vedra 
Beach, nestled in its own private oasis 
with pond, pool, & gorgeous gardens. 
Features 4 bedrooms, including master 
suite with steam shower & soaking tub, 
3 baths, gourmet kitchen, spacious 
great room, brand new roof, newer 
A/C & appliances, screened lanai, & 
serene water views. MLS 1012659
Barbara Maple | 904.571.1764   
BarbaraMaple@WatsonRealtyCorp.com

COLLECTION

Interested in your home’s value? Call our Watson Office: 904.285.6300
Like us on Facebook! Facebook.com/WatsonPonteVedra

District 4 commissioner to hold hours at Ponte Vedra Beach Library 
District 4 Commissioner Jeremiah Ray Blocker will host open office hours from 10 

a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 20 at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library, 101 Library 
Blvd. Community members are invited to schedule an appointment to meet with Com-
missioner Blocker and discuss any questions, needs or concerns. To schedule an ap-
pointment, or for more information, email mlundquist@sjcfl.us or call (904) 209-0563.

St. Johns County looking for beach toll attendants
St. Johns County will begin accepting Beach Toll Attendant applications between  

9 a.m. and noon on Jan. 6, 8 and 10. Anyone interested in the seasonal position should 
go in person to the Beach Services Office, 901 Pope Road, St. Augustine, to obtain and 
complete an application. The season will begin in March and end the last weekend in 
October, with orientation and training in February. Toll attendants will be responsible 
for selling vehicle beach access passes and providing customer service for St. Johns 
County beach visitors. For more information, contact Danielle Fountain at dfountain 
@sjcfl.us or at (904) 209-0752.

By Amber Lake

Ponte Vedra High School student Cole 
Alexander Kelley, 14, died after driv-
ing into the Intracoastal Waterway early 
Wednesday, Dec. 4.

Kelley was driving an SUV when he 
went off the embankment of a small San 

Pablo Road bridge. According to St. Johns 
County Sheriff’s Office spokesman Chuck 
Mulligan, Kelley resided at the private 
property where the crash occurred. 

Mulligan reported that Kelley was the 
only person in the vehicle, which was 
pulled from the water by St. Johns County 
rescue workers.

Ponte Vedra High School 
student dies after driving 
into Intracoastal Waterway

ST. JOHNS COUNTY BRIEFS



North Florida Land Trust recently announced that John 
Delaney, Matt Rapp and Jennifer Lasserre have joined its 
board of directors. The three were elected to the positions 
at the November meeting of the board and each will serve 
a three-year term.  

“Having a strong board of directors is essential to the 
success of our land conservation efforts and we are privi-
leged to have Mr. Delaney, Mr. Rapp and Ms. Lasserre on 
our team,” said Jim McCarthy, president of NFLT. “Each 
of these professionals brings something special to the table 
and we look forward to working with them as we continue 
to conserve lands throughout North Florida.” 

Delaney is a shareholder in Rogers Towers’ Govern-
mental and Regulatory Law Department and a principal 
in The Fiorentino Group. He is the former president of the 
University of North Florida where he served for 15 years 
and is a former mayor of the City of Jacksonville. Dur-
ing his tenure as mayor, Delaney created the Preservation 
Project, a massive land conservation program that helped 
create Jacksonville’s park system, which is the largest 
in the United States. While at UNF, he was the college’s 

chief fundraiser and tripled the university’s privately 
funded endowment. He also served as interim chancellor 
of the State University System of Florida.

Rapp is senior vice president at the PGA TOUR, where 
he oversees the Championship Management division 
that runs the 13 owned and operated events at the TOUR 
level. He has worked with the PGA TOUR since 2005 
in a number of roles, including executive director of The 
PLAYERS Championship where he enhanced the fan 
experience, increased the event’s charitable impact and 
strengthened its connection with the local community. He 
has also served in the PGA TOUR’s corporate marketing 
department, where he focused on title sponsorship sales 
and was responsible for more than $500 million in spon-
sorship agreements. 

Lasserre is a real estate professional who has worked in 

the real estate industry in Nassau County for the last 20 
years. She is an agent with Lasserre Real Estate, Inc., a 
family-owned business that has been serving the Fernan-
dina Beach area for more than 40 years. Lasserre has an 
outstanding depth of local knowledge of both the real 
estate climate and current development and investment 
trends within Nassau County. She serves as a Guardian ad 
Litem in Nassau County, is a member of the vestry of St. 
Peters Episcopal Church and was part of the leadership 
committee for their past capital campaign.

Delaney, Rapp and Lasserre join a diverse group of 
professionals from throughout North Florida who serve 
on NFLT’s board. There are six members at large, a chair, 
vice-chair, secretary and treasurer who each serve for a 
term of three years. The three new board members have 
replaced two board members who were term-limited and a 
third who stepped down from the position.

North Florida Land Trust is a not-for-profit organization 
that seeks to protect the natural resources, historic places 
and working lands (farms and ranches) throughout north 
Florida. NFLT is funded largely by private and corporate 
contributions and works closely with willing landowners 
and public agencies at all levels of government, not-for-
profit partners, and foundations. For more information, 
visit nflt.org. 

North Florida Land Trust adds 3 new members to board of directors

Multi-medal Olympic gymnast visits 
Ponte Vedra Beach to support important cause

John Delaney, Matt Rapp and 
Jennifer Lasserre join the board

By Maggie FitzRoy

Shannon Miller is a seven-time Olympic 
medalist in gymnastics.

Originally from Oklahoma, she now 
lives in Ortega, is the mother of two 
young children, and is also a member of 
the Monique Burr Foundation for Children 
board of directors.

Miller came to Ponte Vedra Beach Dec. 
3 to greet and take pictures with customers 
at Scout & Molly’s boutique in Sawgrass 
Village to support the Jacksonville-based 
foundation’s cause and spotlight its suc-
cessful programs.

“Monique Burr really struck me as such 
a unique program,” Miller said at the “Sip 
and Shop” event. “It’s the only evidence-
based, comprehensive, abuse-prevention 
education for children in the United 
States, and it’s right here in Jacksonville.” 
After reading story after story about bul-
lying and abuse of children in our nation, 
Miller said she realized, “As a mom of 
two young children, it was one of those 
moments for me to see what I could do to 
help.”

Emily Rhodin, owner of Scout & Mol-
ly’s, said she was excited to host Miller 
at the event. Rhodin and Lynn Layton, 
president and CEO of the Monique Burr 
Foundation, are friends. This was the third 
year Scout & Molly’s held a Sip and Shop 
to benefit the foundation.

“It’s a great foundation that does great 
things for kids,” Rhodin said. “I’m a Jack-
sonville native. I have kids. I like to give 
back to kids.”

The foundation was founded in 1996 
by Ed Burr after his wife, Monique, was 
killed in a car accident. Put together as a 
legacy to her, Layton said the charity now 
provides bullying and child abuse preven-

tion education across Florida, 22 states 
and three countries.

“They have educated over three million 
children just in Florida,” Miller said. “It’s 
a little gem. It’s an incredible program. 

My kids are going through it in school and 
it also helps parents by including them in 
the conversation.”

Photo by Maggie FitzRoy
Shannon Miller (center) visits Scout & Molly’s on Dec. 3 at Sawgrass Village. With her are representatives from the Monique Burr Foundation for 
Children along with store owner Emily Rhodin (second from left).

John Delaney Matt Rapp Jennifer Lasserre

MONIQUE BURR continues on Page 7
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By Carter Magnano 
Seventh-grade student at  
Alice B. Landrum Middle School
Special to the Recorder

On Friday, Nov. 22, Alice B. Landrum 
Middle School held its annual science fair. 
More than 50 Landrum students represent-
ing 65 different projects presented their 
original scientific research spanning a 
wide range of topic areas. 

Categories included Chemistry, Behav-
ioral Science, Physics and Life Science. 
Prizes were awarded to 25 projects. 

For the Chemistry category, I (Carter 
Magnano) won first prize for my study 
entitled “Polyhydroxyalkanonate Biode-
gradable Plastics: A New Hope or Another 
Hoax?”, Skylar Liu (seventh grade) was 
awarded second place for his study, “Buf-
fer Capacity of Different Types of Soils” 
and Emily Glod (eighth grade) won third 
place for her study, “Which SPF Sun-
screen Value Works Best?”

For Behavioral Science, eighth grader 
Graysen Gaskin’s project, “The Influence 
of Language in Eyewitness Testimony,” 
won first prize. Valerie Reyes and Hannah 
Hayakawa (eighth-graders) won second 
place with their project “Are People 
Unconsciously Biased Towards Gender 
Roles?” and eighth graders Sofia McIn-
tosh and Ella Holder won third prize with 
their study “Word Choices Effect on False 
Memory: the Correlation Between False 
Memory and Eyewitness Accuracy” in the 
Behavioral 1 category.

For the Behavioral 2 category, Althea 
Maya Uy (eighth grade) won first place 
with her study, “Judging a Book By Its 
Cover.”  Second place went to Natalia 
Engl and Katelyn Burns (eighth-graders) 
for their project “Do Shapes Have 
Sounds?” and third place was received 
by both Carly Thompson and Nina Lueck 
(eighth-graders) for their project “Smell 
vs. Taste: Which is More Accurate When 
Determining Fruit?”

Physics winners included Noah Bart-
field (eighth grade), who won first place 
for his study “Can An EEG Based Toy 
“Mindflex” Be Used to Turn A Lightbulb 
On and Off Using Mind Control?” Second 
place was awarded to Zarah Khan for her 
study entitled, “Clean Air? No Problem!” 

Third place went to Charlotte Peverley for 
her study: “Making More Putts: Flagstick 
In or Out?”

Eighth graders Garett Davidsen and 
Hunter Calamari won first place in the 
Physics II category for their project “Does 
Height Affect the Distance a Sinker 
Weight Submerges into a Non-Newtonian 

Fluid?” Wilson Wingate (eighth grade) 
was awarded second place for his study 
“The Best Type of Flood Barrier For 
Storms,” and eighth-graders Nate Wicker 
and Jimu Li won third place for their study 
entitled “The Amount of Electromagnetic 
Radiation Absorbed by Different Objects.” 

In the Life Science category, the final 

category, first place was awarded to 
Samay Patel (seventh grade) for his study 
entitled “Removing the Seed Coat:  
Beneficial or Detrimental?” Second place 
went to Prasiddhi Pawani (eighth grade) 
for her study “Nutrients vs. Electrical 

The St. Johns County CHARACTER 
COUNTS! Steering Committee is calling 
all walkers, runners and fitness enthusi-
asts to participate in the CHARACTER 
COUNTS! 6K/3K Run/Walk on Saturday, 
Feb. 1, 2020, at 9 a.m. The run/walk will 
begin and end at Palencia Elementary 
School located at 355 Palencia Village 
Drive in St. Augustine. 

Walkers and runners will enjoy a course 
running through the neighborhoods of 

Kensington and Las Calinas and can 
choose to participate in the 6K (3.73 
miles) or 3K (1.86 miles) distance. 

Registration fees are as follows:
6K: $25 before Jan. 1; $30 Jan. 1-Jan. 

31; $35 on race day
3K: $20 before Jan. 1; $25 Jan. 1-Jan. 

31; $30 on race day
Regisration forms and more information 

are available online at www.racesmith.
com/races/CHARACTERCOUNTS.html.

Race proceeds support CHARACTER 
COUNTS! initiatives throughout the St. 
Johns County School District. The run/
walk is open to all ages, and the top three 
winners will be awarded in each of the age 
categories as well as the overall male and 
female finishers. A cash donation will be 
awarded to the top three-to-five schools 
with the most registrants. Last year, these 
schools were Ocean Palms Elementary, 
Alice B. Landrum Middle, Otis Mason 

Elementary, Palm Valley Academy and 
Palencia Elementary. All race registrants 
will receive a T-shirt and other goodies.  
At the finish line, each race participant 
will receive a commemorative dog tag 
which is the sixth design in its series.

The event will be produced by the 
CHARACTER COUNTS! Steering Com-
mittee and presented by Beaver Toyota 
with support from businesses and commu-
nity groups.

CHARACTER COUNTS! calling all runners, walkers and fitness buffs

Landrum Middle School students earn prizes at science fair

Photos provided by Carter Magnano
Landrum Middle School held its annual science fair Nov. 22, and 25 of the 
65 projects received awards. 

Landrum Middle School seventh-grader Carter Magnano stands in 
front of his science fair project entitled “Polyhydroxyalkanonate 
Biodegradable Plastics: A New Hope or Another Hoax?”, which won 
first place in the Chemistry category. 

SCIENCE FAIR continues on Page 11
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As told to Maggie FitzRoy

Your name is very unusual for a woman and pronounced 
“Michael.” How did you come to have that name?

My mom liked the name Michael and wanted to put an 
“e” on the end, so people didn’t think I was a boy. The 
irony is that if I had been a boy, I would have been named 
Matthew, but she never told me why.

How long have you worked at Mission House?
Two years. I have a master’s degree in social work from 

the University of Michigan and an undergraduate from the 
University of Florida. 

What is your career background?
After graduating from Florida, I did AmeriCorps 

in Alaska, where I met my boyfriend, who was from 
Michigan. I lived in Michigan for three years and did 
another AmeriCorps VISTA term at a homeless service 
provider in Metro Detroit. I got hired by that agency, so I 
was a full-time employee for eight months before going 
for my masters.

What is AmeriCorps?
It’s domestic Peace Corps. It’s a national service 

program where you volunteer at nonprofits and get paid a 
stipend. In Alaska, I got about $1,000 a month.

How did you live on that?
In Alaska, I qualified for food stamps and also got a free 

bus pass, so had transportation. My rent was $540 a month 
so I had a little left over. When you are living on that little 
money, you are able to experience what it’s like to be under 
the poverty line. But it wasn’t totally the same because I 
had the privilege of being able to volunteer for it.

What is VISTA?
Volunteers in Service to America. It started with 

President Johnson’s War on Poverty and is now part of 
AmeriCorps. In VISTA I developed programs: contacted 
landlords, developed guidelines, program eligibility forms. 
It was on-the-job training.

How did you come back to Florida?
I was born and raised in Florida, so my boyfriend and 

I moved back. When we did, I saw the Mission House 
job listing for a social services manager. Prior to that, I 
had just been a case manager for children and youth in 
Missouri. I thought it was kind of a stretch, but I applied.

What do you do in your present position at 
Mission House?

 I oversee all of the day-to-day programs: our operations 
team, case management team, clinic team. To ensure all 
the programs are operating efficiently and serving our 
clients as well as we can.

Q:  What does Mission House provide for clients?
Meals, showers, case management. Meeting basic needs, 

providing vital services, including a free medical clinic for 
uninsured Duval County residents under a certain income 
level.

How many clients does Mission House serve a year?
We did about 600 intakes between January and 

November in 2019, so that was 600 people coming in and 
meeting with a case manager.

Michaele Bradford

As assistant director at Mission House in Jacksonville Beach, Michaele Bradford oversees programs
that help area homeless people find jobs, housing and assistance with turning their lives around.

Photo by Maggie FitzRoy

What do you like best about your job?
I love being able to help people. I like being able to 

shape policies and make sure they are working for clients.

Do you have a recent favorite success story?
We have a “Rapid Re-housing” program where we 

assist people into getting into a place quickly and then 
follow up with ongoing case management to sustain 

that housing by working with them to increase their 
income. Recently an individual moved into a place and 
was able to start their own small business at the Beaches 
and is doing pretty well. A lot of times job loss is how 
people become homeless. A lot of people live paycheck 
to paycheck. It is easy to get evicted. We are all on the 
cusp of this. One giant catastrophe in your life, and it 
could be you.
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Riverfront/ San Marco
Instantly makes you feel you’ve been swept away to a 
chateau in France. Exquisitely designed with extensive 
custom finishes, this 10,204-sq.-ft. Tudor-style home is a 
masterpiece in design and built for entertaining. 
5 bedroom, 6 full bath, 5 half bath $6,900,000

Marina San Pablo 2nd story condo featuring open floor 
plan, luxury amenities, and private balcony with water 
views. Conveniently located near shops and restaurants, 
this effortlessly maintained condo is the ideal retreat 
from the modern world. 
2 bedrooms, 2.5 baths $475,000

Las Mirandas / Oceanfront Condo
This first-floor fully furnished unit was totally renovated 
with the finest finishes & craftsmanship. Includes an 
office, staurnia floors, mahogany doors & built-in custom 
cabinetry.
 2 bedrooms & 2 bathrooms + powder room $1,650,000

With the Guana River to the west and the Atlantic 
Ocean to the east, this oceanfront home offers stunning 
panoramic views. Built with top engineering designs, this 
home thoughtfully merges comfort with sustainability. 
7 bedrooms, 7.5 baths $2,950,000

Ponte Vedra Beach/ Oceanfront
This impressive oceanfront home reflects that magical 
merging of beach living and architecture. Situated on 
220ft of Oceanfront this estate is a masterpiece of design 
and allows owners the ultimate beach living experience. 
4 bedrooms, 5 and 3 1/2 bathrooms $7,750,000

Stunning Riverfront Estate Intracoastal Waterfront Condo Most Desired Oceanfront Location in NE Florida

Panoramic Guana to Ocean ViewsA Sophisticated and Luxurious Retreat on Ponte Vedra Blvd

Elizabeth Hudgins, REALTOR®

904.553.2032 cell

Elizabeth@ElizabethHudgins.com
www.ElizabethHudgins.com

©2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC An independently operated subsidiary of Homes Services of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway Home Services and the Berkshire Hathaway Home Services symbol 
are registered servicemarks of Home Services of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Sarah Alexander, REALTOR®

904.334.3104 cell

Sarah@SarahAlexander.net
www.SarahAlexander.net

“From Cottages to Castles”

A brochure given out at the Sip and 
Shop highlighted and explained some of 
the foundation’s programs. In age appro-
priate ways, children learn safety rules and 
strategies to help them prevent, recognize 
and respond appropriately to bullying, 
cyberbullying, four types of child abuse 
(physical, emotional, sexual, neglect) as 
well as exploitation and digital dangers. 
Five safety rules they learn are: know 
what’s up; spot red flags; make a move; 
talk it up and no blame, no shame.

“Ninety-five percent of child abuse can 
be prevented through education,” Miller 
said. “This needs to be talked about, so we 

are talking about it.”
Layton added that it is especially impor-

tant to draw attention to it during the holi-
days, a time when people not normally in 
a child’s home may be visiting. If anything 
happens that makes a child uncomfortable, 
“they need to be able to speak up.”

The foundation’s programs teach kids 
how to identify safe adults, Layton said. 
“It’s important for them to be able to have 
that.”

BIG
STUMPS
• REMOVAL
• GRAAAR DING
• LEVELING

PV3-LV34602

30 YEARS EXPERIENCCCE
treemastersflorida.commm

• Cranes
• Aerial Lifts
• Debris
Removal

Monique Burr
Continued from 4

More nonprofit news 
in the Season of Giving, 

Pages 22-26
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Having a Garage
Sale?
Let our readers know!

Call April at (904) 285-8831 x3937
or email aprils@opcfla.com

PV2-LV45858

4 lines of text
for ONLY $14
(each additional
line is $2.15)
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Thursday, Dec. 12 Friday, Dec. 13 Saturday, Dec. 14 Sunday, Dec. 15

First Coast Nutcracker
Presented by VyStar Credit Union, the First 
Coast Nutcracker has been an ongoing tradi-
tion in Northeast Florida for over 40 years. Expe-
rience Tchaikovsky’s timeless ballet with a live, 
full-symphony orchestra at Times-Union Center 
for the Performing Arts’ Jacoby Symphony Hall. 
With extravagant costumes, professional and 
local dancers and a magical, growing Christmas 
tree, it’s a family event no one will want to miss. 
The First Coast Nutcracker will open at 
8 p.m., Dec. 13; at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., 
Dec. 14; and 2 p.m., Dec. 15. For tickets, visit 
www.JaxSymphony.org. Times-Union Center for 
the Performing Arts is located at 300 Water St., 
#200, in Jacksonville. 

Christmas at the Cabin 
The community is invited to experience the 
warmth of the holidays from 5 to 8 p.m., Dec. 13,  
at the Beaches Museum’s 1873 Oesterreicher-
McCormick Homestead. Enjoy an evening under 
the lights and cheer as the sound of Christmas 
carols echoes through the courtyard. Musical 
and dance performances will be featured in 
the historic Chapel. For more information, call 
(904) 241-5657. The Beaches Museum is located 
at 381 Beach Blvd., in Jacksonville Beach. 

Ponte Vedra Professional Networking 
Group meeting
The Ponte Vedra Professional Networking 
Group schedules weekly meetings inside Fidel-
ity Bank, where members network with each 
other and guests. Each member/guest will 
introduce themselves and one member 
will present about the businesses he/she repre-
sents. The next meeting is Dec. 13 at 8:45 a.m. 
Fidelity Bank is located at 110 A1A N. in 
Ponte Vedra Beach.

Family Night D&D with Ron Vellucci
Curious about Dungeons and Dragons? Visit the 
Butterfield Garage Art Gallery from 7 to 8:30 p.m., 
Dec. 13, for a special family night, featuring short 
one-off games to introduce D&D while engaging 
with professional artist Ron Vellucci. For more in-
formation, visit www.Eventbrite.com and search 
for "Family Night Dungeons & Dragons with 
Artist Ron Vellucci." Tickets are $10. Butterfield 
Garage is located at 137 King St. in St. Augustine.

ZOOLights 2019
At the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens, the holi-
days are a time for magic under the ZOOlights. 
Presented by Community First Credit Union of 
Florida, ZOOlights, hosted now until Dec. 29, 
will transform the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 
into a luminous winter wonderland, filled with 
moving sculptures, forests of lighted trees and 
animal silhouettes. Guests can enjoy nightly visits 
from Santa until Christmas Eve, local artists, kids 
activities, an illuminated Zoo Express, marshmel-
low roasts, cookie decorating, a carousel and 4-D 
theater and more. Tickets start at $8 for members 
and $10 for nonmembers. For more information, 
visit www.zoolights.jacksonvillezoo.org. 
The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is located at 
370 Zoo Pkwy., in Jacksonville. 

Downtown Dazzle display
The Jacksonville Children's Chorus is hosting its 
fourth annual downtown holiday celebration at 
5:30 p.m. by illuminating its downtown office 
with festive lights, synchronized to recorded 
songs of the season performed by JCC. Down-
town Dazzle continues through New Year's Eve, 
with presentations each night, from 5:30 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. For more information, call JCC at 
(904) 353-1636. JCC is located at 225 E. Duval 
St., in Jacksonville. 

'Eb Scrooge: A Southern Fried Carol'
Leave that stale fruit cake at home and enter 
a world of grits and gravy, red velvet cake, and 
the occasional glass of sweet tea. This modern 
spin on a timeless classic captures the sights and 
sounds of contemporary life in Northeast Florida, 
while maintaining the spirit of Dickens' beloved 
tale of greed and redemption. Tickets are $15 
and can be found at www.Eventbrite.com. 
"A Southern Fried Carol" will play at 2 p.m., 
Dec. 15, at APEX Theater Studio, located at 5150 
Palm Valley Road, #205, in Ponte Vedra Beach. 

Sundays at Surfer the Bar 
Join Big Fish Power Yoga on Sundays for a free 
"music & flow" class at Surfer the Bar. The class 
is held upstairs and runs from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Bring friends and family and enjoy brunch and 
mimosas after class. Register under classes at 
www.bigfishpoweryoga.com. Surfer the Bar is 
located at 200 First St., in Jacksonville Beach. 

Kids Christmas tree workshop 
Join Rockaway, Inc. in Jax Beach for a children's 
workshop from 10 to 11 a.m.,, Dec. 14. Deco-
rate a custom Charlie Brown Christmas tree to 
celebrate the holidays! Tickets to participate are 
$9.99 and all materials are included. For tickets 
and more information, call Rockaway at (904) 
853-6572. Rockaway, Inc. is located at 510 Shet-
ter Ave., in Jacksonville Beach. 

Bad Pirate Christmas caroling
It's time for the annual Ancient City Privateers' 
Bad Pirate Christmas Caroling of 2019, from 8 
to 10 p.m., Dec. 14. Meet at Ann O'Malley's and 
meander down Saint George Street for some 
holiday, pirate fun. All are welcome to join and 
sheet music will be provided. Garb up, bring a 
lantern and get those vocal chords ready. Can't 
sing? Don't worry, that's why it's called a "Bad" 
Pirate Christmas Caroling. This event is free and 
open to the public. Ann O'Malley's Deli and Pub 
is located at 23 Orange St., in St. Augustine. 

Christmas for Kids 
Join Victory Lutheran Church for a Christmas 
celebration from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Dec. 14. 
Attendees can enjoy crafts, snacks, singing 
and other activities for children ages 4 through 
10 years old. Cost is $5 per child or $20 for a 
family of 4 or more. To register or for more infor-
mation, visit www.victorylutheran.org. Victory 
Lutheran Church is located at 4651 Kernan Blvd. 
S., in Jacksonville. 

Santa at Don's Barber Shop
Santa Claus will be visiting Don's Barber Shop 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Dec. 14. Photos are free! 
Just bring a camera. For more information, 
call Don's at (904) 285-3111. Don's Barber 
Shop is located at 226 Solana Road, #7, in 
Ponte Vedra Beach. 

Puppy pictures with Santa 
Bring those pups to Woof Gang Bakery & 
Grooming in Nocatee for holiday photos with 
Santa! St. Nick will be at Woof Gang from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Dec. 14. For more information, 
call Woof Gang at (904) 679-4114. Woof Gang 
Bakery & Grooming is located at 152 Capital 
Green Dr., in Nocatee. 

Torah & Tea
Join with fellow Jewish women for camaraderie, 
hot tea and refreshments, as they meet for "Torah 
& Tea," Thursday mornings at 9 a.m. Led by Leah 
Kurinsky, this weekly study group finds timely 
and relevant messages from the ideas and 
issues discussed in the Weekly Torah portion. 
Reservations can be made by emailing Leah 
Kurinsky at lkurinsky@gmail.com or by calling 
(904) 543-9301. Torah and Tea meets at 
Chabad at the Beaches, located at 521 A1A N., 
in Ponte Vedra Beach. 

Roy's Beaches holiday luncheon
Join the Beaches Division for the end of the year 
holiday celebration from noon to 1:30p.m., 
Dec. 12, at Roy's Restaurant. Enjoy lunch as the 
Beaches Division announces the "2020 Beaches 
Small Business Leader of the Year" and the "2019 
Walter Murr recipient". Wear holiday attire or an 
ugly holiday sweater as a prize will be awarded 
for the most creative look. There will also be a 
"Holiday Bake-Off Contest," so bring a home-
made treat for a chance to win a prize. Cost is 
$25, with advance online registration, or $30 
at the door. Visit the even't Facebook page, " 
Beaches Holiday Luncheon at Roy's Restaurant," 
to purchase tickets online. For more informa-
tion, call Roy's Restaurant at (904) 241-7697. 
Roy's Restaurant is located at 2400 S. Third St., in 
Jacksonville Beach.

Daily's & Daily's Dash open interviews
Daily's and Daily's Dash in Ponte Cedra are look-
ing for kind, hard-working people to fill a variety 
of roles across multiple Daily's locations. Hiring 
managers will be on-site to speak with all attend-
ees. Full-time, part-time, and flexible schedules 
are available for management and associate 
positions. For more information, call Daily's at 
(904) 819-6967. Daily's and Daily's Dash are lo-
cated at 40 Settlement Dr., in Ponte Vedra Beach. 

Thirsty Thursdays at Al's Pizza
What's a better combination than pizza and 
beer? Every Thursday, from open to close, Al's 
Pizza serves $1.50 Yuengling Lager and house 
wines. Al's Pizza is located at 635 A1A N. in 
Ponte Vedra Beach. 



YOUR AD
COULD BE

HERE
Call (904) 285-8831

for more info.

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

THE NEWS YOU
NEED RIGHT NOW
THE NEWS YOU
PonteVedraRecorder.com

NEED RIGHHT NO
• Free access to the
full print edition

• Breaking local news alerts
• News, sports, business
and the arts

• Get the news on your
computer, tablet
or smartphone

• Your go-to connection
for local news

PV2-LV45859

Ponte Vedra Recorder · December 12, 2019 CALENDAR   9

Monday, Dec. 16 Tuesday, Dec. 17 Wednesday, Dec. 18 Thursday, Dec. 19

Adult Coloring Club
Are the holidays causing extra stress? Many 
adults are finding that coloring clubs for adults 
are a great way to clear one's mind and meet 
new people. Create new art and feel proud of 
unleashing some creativity while relaxing and 
reducing stress. Supplies will be provided, so just 
pick out a design and start coloring. The club 
starts at 10 a.m., Dec. 19,  at the Ponte Vedra 
Beach Branch Library, located at 101 Library 
Blvd., in Ponte Vedra Beach. 

A Very 'Die Hard' Christmas 
After popular demand from the internet, "Die 
Hard" is officially a Christmas movie and holiday 
favorite. Join Keg & Coin at 8 p.m., Dec. 19, for 
a special showing of the movie projected on 
Keg & Coin's "big screen." Guests can also play 
the "Die Hard Trilogy" game on a PlayStation 
provided by Video Game Rescue. The bar will 
be tapping exclusive Aardwolf beers, Nakatomi 
Tower Sour, Barefoot on Glass IPA and Lil Hans 
Gruber Lager, through the evening, and will be 
hosting plenty of giveaway prizes. For more in-
formation, call Keg & Coin at (904) 388-0033. Keg 
& Coin is located at 1271 King St., in Jacksonville. 

Venardos Circus
The Venardos Circus is returning to Saint Augus-
tine for the holiday season. The show will take 
place in its classic and custom circus tent at the 
corner of St. Augustine Amphitheater, at 7 p.m., 
Dec. 19. Created by former Ringling Bros. Ring-
master Kevin Venardos, this animal-free circus 
features a cast of aerialists, acrobats, comedians, 
jugglers, contortionists and daredevils hailing 
from around the world. For tickets and more 
information, visit www.tickettailor.com/events/
staugustinefl. The St. Augustine Amphitheater is 
located at 1340C A1A S., in St. Augustine. 

'Frozen II' at the IMAX Theater 
The IMAX Theater at World Golf Hall of Fame 
is showing “Frozen 2” at 1:30 p.m., Dec. 16, and 
through the holiday season. Elsa, the Snow 
Queen, and her sister, Anna, embark on another 
adventure far away from the kingdom of Aren-
delle, joined by friends, Kristoff, Olaf and Sven. 
For more showtimes and information, visit 
www.worldgolfimax.com. The IMAX Theater is 
located at 1 World Golf Pl., in St. Augustine. 

Monday trivia at Mellow Mushroom
Join Mellow Mushroom every Monday night at 
7 p.m. for trivia with Trivia Nation. This event is 
free to play and there are prizes for the winners. 
Mellow Mushroom is located at 1018-2 Third St. 
N. in Jacksonville Beach. 

Run Club at Southern Swells 
Join Jax Beach Runners Monday nights at 
Southern Swells Brewing Co. for an evening run 
at 7 p.m. It is a 4.2-mile route, but runners can 
run as much or as little as they'd like. After the 
run, hang out and enjoy $1 Southern Swells 
beers for all who ran. For more information 
about Jax Beach Runners and their events, 
visit their meetup page at www.meetup.com/
Jax-Beach-Runners/. Southern Swells Brewing 
Co. is located at 1312 Beach Blvd. in 
Jacksonville Beach.

Holiday ornament calligraphy class
Hopelyn Calligraphy is partnering with Creative 
Grain Studio from 6:30 to 8 p.m., Dec. 16, for a 
special calligraphy class with a holiday twist. 
Attendees will be taught the basics of modern 
lettering and then will be guided through mak-
ing a personal, custom-made holiday ornament 
using those new sets of skills. Class cost is $60 
and includes 1.5 hours of hands-on instruction, 
a glass of wine and all materials, including the 
ornament. Visit www.hopelyncalligraphy.com 
to register or for more information. Creative 
Grain Studio is located at 1814 Hendricks Ave., 
in Jacksonville. 

Florida Blue free Tuesday at 
The Cummer
On Tuesday evenings from 4 to 9 p.m., enjoy 
free admission to the Cummer Museum and 
its historic gardens, thanks to the generous 
support of Florida Blue. Guests can enjoy free 
admission to the galleries and the Cummer 
Café, which is also open for Tapas Tuesday. This 
event is sponsored by VyStar Credit Union. The 
Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens is located at 
829 Riverside Ave. in Jacksonville. 

Historic Springfield's annual 
holiday bike ride
Historic Springfield's holiday tradition, the 
Holiday Bicycle Ride, is a free and open event for 
residents and visitors alike. It's a leisurely evening 
bike ride through the Historic District to enjoy 
the lights and spectacle of the holidays. Kids are 
encouraged, as are bike decorations. Meet at Ses-
quicentennial Park at 6 p.m., Dec. 17. The route 
will cover the majority of the neighborhood and 
allow riders to experience all of Historic Spring-
field’s holiday displays from the perfect vantage 
point. Meet back at the park for some post-ride 
refreshments. Riders are encouraged to have a 
bike light, helmet and safety gear. Sesquicenten-
nial Park is located at 1527 North Main St., in 
Jacksonville.

Last-minute Christmas Shopping & 
holiday party
Shoppers can mix, mingle and find last-minute 
holiday gifts at 6 p.m., Dec. 17, at Sneakers 
Sports Grille in Jax Beach. Local vendors will 
have their products and services showcased for 
all to see to find the perfect gift. There will be 
snacks, games and drink specials. The event is 
free to attend. Just bring a toy or cash donation 
to help those in the Bahamas celebrate the 
holidays. Vendor tables cost $20, plus a door 
prize. For more information or if vendors 
would like to participate, call Sneakers at 
(904) 482-1000. Sneakers Sports Grille is located 
at 111 Beach Blvd., in Jacksonville Beach.

Nights of Lights boat cruise
The Nights of Lights boat cruises are back, now 
through Feb. 2, 2020, for a tour of the lights along 
the water in downtown St. Augustine. Boats will 
launch out of Beaches of Vilano and run between 
two to three trips per night, every day of the 
week. For more information, call Night of Lights 
Cruise at (904) 248-4424. Beaches of Vilano is 
located at 254 Vilano Road, in St. Augustine. 

Wednesday Pier Farmers Market
On Wednesdays from 8 a.m. to noon, the Pier 
Farmers Market at the St. Johns County Pier offers 
fresh produce, bread and local crafts, ranging 
from 60 to 80 different vendors. After browsing, 
visitors can take a stroll along scenic St. Augus-
tine Beach. The market helps the local economy 
by allowing local merchants to sustain their 
business and also offer fresh, local foods 
to the community. For more information, call 
(904) 315-0952. The St. Johns County Pier Park 
at the St. Johns County Ocean Pier is located at 
350 A1A Beach Blvd. in St. Augustine Beach.

$1 slives at Trasca & Co. Eatery
From Monday to Friday, 2 to 5 p.m., Trasca & Co. 
Eatery will be serving $1 pizza slices for dine-in 
guests. Choose from cheese or pepperoni pizza. 
For more specials and information, call 
Trasca & Co. Eatery at (904) 395-3983. Trasca & Co. 
Eatery are located at 155 Tourside Drive, #1500 in 
Ponte Vedra Beach.

Newcomers of the Beaches luncheon
The Newcomers of the Beaches Club invites 
new members to attend a holiday luncheon at 
11 a.m. , Dec. 18, at the Marsh Landing Country 
Club. This social club consists of a diverse group 
of women who have recently moved to the 
beaches and/or have gone through a major life 
event. For more information on how to join or 
to make a reservation for the luncheon, 
visit www.newcomersofthebeaches.com.
The Marsh Landing Country Club is located at 
25655 Marsh Landing Pkwy., in Ponte Vedra 
Beach. 

Free calendar listings for community groups and 
nonprofit organizations are published at our discre-
tion on a space-available basis. Send your event at 
least 10 days before publication. Submit events to 
Daniela@opcfla.com or call (904) 686-3939.

Compiled by Daniela Toporek
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HID

DEN HEARING IS HERE!

You can trust Dr. Stasek with your hearing 
and dizzy problems. Do what I did - 
Call Optimal Hearing!
-Josh Scobee, 
All Time leading scorer for the Jacksonville Jaguars 

Call Today! (904) 834-4302
MIDDLEBURG

2475 Blanding Blvd, Unit 2
(Next to Cedar River 

Seafood)

PONTE VEDRA
100 Executive Way, Ste. 100
(Across A1A from Rawlings 

Middle School)
We accept most insurances. We service all makes and models and offer audiometric 

screenings and video ear inspections. Visit us at www.optimalhearing.com 
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Optimal Hearing
The Hearing Technology Company

®

HEAR 20/20 IN THE YEAR 2020
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Don’t Miss out on our Once-A-Year  Special Offers!

Begin the new year with 20/20 
hearing clarity by taking 
advantage of our special hearing 
aid offers. The new 2020 models 
are here with special savings. 

These are affordable and have 
superb patient satisfaction 
scores. Please accept our 
invitation to come in and listen 
for yourself.

Special 
discounts on 

all hearing aids 
now through Dec 31st.

Call for details!

            UP 
           TO  $1,000SAVE

ON OH! R-SERIES RECHARGEABLE 
HEARING AIDS

Expires 12/31/19

ON VICI 3 BLUETOOTH HEARING AIDS

Expires 12/31/19

            NOW 
           ONLY  $1,250!
$2,800

William G. Dresser
William G. Dresser (Bill), a father figure 

for many, a mentor to countless and a kind 
man to all, passed away peacefully at his 
home in Jacksonville Beach, Florida, on 
December 6, 2019, after a courageous 
battle with Multiple System Atrophy. He 
was 82. 

Born July 31, 1937 in Greenfield, Mas-
sachusetts, to Lawrence and Mary (Berry) 

Dresser, Bill had a 
bigger-than-life per-
sonality from the day 
he was born. Despite 
difficult circumstanc-
es, he worked hard to 
overcome and succeed 
in everything he did. 
From starting off as 
a paperboy at age 10, 

to retiring as Vice President of Market-
ing for Bell South and CEO and President 
over WJCT, he never let anything hold him 
back. If there was a mountain to climb, he 
would waste no time in climbing it.  

Educated at the Naval Academy 
Preparatory School, Jacksonville Univer-
sity, Syracuse University, and the State 
University of New York’s College of 
Environmental Science and Forestry, he 
was wise beyond his education, and people 
of all ages and stations in life sought his 
advice and benefited from his counsel and 
mentorship. He loved people uncondition-
ally and was never afraid to push people a 
little to help them reach their full potential. 
Bill was also a community leader and 
served either as a member or as Chairman 
on many community boards including 
the American Red Cross, Boy Scouts of 
America, Goodwill, the Chamber of Com-
merce, Jacksonville Speech and Hearing 
Center, Hands On Jacksonville, Junior 
Achievement, Leadership Florida, North 
Florida Land Trust, United Way, Rotary 
(Paul Harris Fellow), and was governor 
appointed to the Prison Rehabilitative 
Industries (PRIDE) board. 

As a devout member of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Bill 
shared his talents in various church call-
ings that shaped and defined him. He never 
faltered in his faith in Jesus Christ and his 
belief that families can be together forever. 

Lovingly called Wild Bill by many who 
knew him, he will be remembered for be-
ing hard working, persistent, adventurous, 
kind, generous, humble, non-judgmental, 
a sailor and lover of camping and the great 
outdoors, communicative, spiritual, a 
leader, a question man, an avid ice cream 
eater, an incredible example of service, and 
a committed husband and father. 

His memory will be cherished and kept 
alive by his wife of 42 years, Claudia 
(King) Dresser; children, Kelly Tesiero 
(Don), Robin Owen, Jill Jenkins (Wil-
liam) and Ciara Lizárraga (Christian); his 
many grandchildren; and his sister, Sheila 
Forsythe. 

Friends are invited to celebrate Bill’s 
life on Saturday, December 14, 2019 at 
11 a.m., in the church building on 440 
Penman Road, Neptune Beach, Florida, 
32266. Interment will follow on December 
16, 2019 at 2:30 p.m., in the Jacksonville 
National Cemetery. 

Please visit the online Tribute at www.
quinn-shalz.com. Arrangements by Quinn-
Shalz Family Funeral Home. 

Duke Cameron Horner
Duke Cameron Horner, 95, passed away 

peacefully on December 5, 2019.  He was 
born March 16, 1924, in Birmingham, 
Alabama, and grew up there.

Duke enrolled at Auburn University in 
1941, but duty to our 
country called and he 
was commissioned 
as a Weather Officer 
in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps during World 
War II, serving in 
China onboard B-25 
aircraft. Upon his de-
parture from the mili-

tary in 1946, Duke returned to Auburn and 
received a Mechanical Engineering degree 
in 1947. In 1949, duty called once again 
and Duke was recommissioned in the U.S. 
Air Force to serve during the Korean Con-
flict.  During this time, he Captained B-29s 

Contact us today at  
904-242-0472 or info@themorgancompany.com 

and let us help you get your Brand on!

WE ARE YOUR SINGLE SOURCE FOR EVERYTHING PROMOTIONAL!

Including:
Apparel, Bags and Hats 

Awards
Corporate Gifts

Trade Show Giveaways
Conference and Event Items

And So Much More!

OBITUARIES

William G. Dresser

Duke Cameron 
Horner

OBITUARIES continues on Page 12
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Richards Mattress &
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What is your favorite thing about the holiday season?

KIDS SAY
In this new feature of the Ponte Vedra Recorder, “Kids Say,” area children offer their answers for some 

pressing questions. This week, students at PVPV RAWLINGS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL were asked ...

“Every year we go to 
Cocoa Beach and we eat 

ice cream.  Not 
every day, but every 

other day.” 

Jake

“My favorite thing about the 
holidays is I get to spend 
time with my family. On 

Christmas, I get presents 
but it’s not just that, I get a 

break from school.”

Abel

“My favorite thing about 
the holidays is I get 

to spend time with my 
family. Just on the couch 

and hanging out.”

Jolie

“My favorite thing to do 
on the holidays is spend 
time with my family. I 
like to have dinner and 

eat together.”

Paige

Sponsorship opportunities for this special feature are available. Call Susan Griffin
at (904) 285-8831, ext. 3938 or email susan@opcfla.com for more information.

“I like giving to others. 
In the past I’ve done 
a toy drive. I also like 

decorating.”

Mina

Conductance on Plant Growth: A Cor-
relative Analysis,” and third place was 
awarded to Lila Kirkley (eighth grade) for 
her project “Dogs: Left or Right Pawed?”

Category winners and other selected 
high-scoring projects will advance to the 
Regional Science Fair that will be held 
on Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020, at The First 
Coast Technical College in St. Augustine. 
Winners from this competition could earn 
the opportunity to compete in the 65th 
State Science and Engineering Fair of 
Florida on March 24-26 at the Lakeland 
Center in Lakeland.

Science Fair
Continued from 5
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Attending Bolles at a young age sets 
the stage for future learning. The wide 
breadth of learning opportunities, 
global context, academic resources and 
accomplished faculty prepare students 
for real-world success in college, career 
and life. 

Explore what Bolles has to offer by 
visiting www.Bolles.org or calling us 
at (904) 256-5030.

A Bolles experience develops 
successful young adults who  
know how to thrive.  

#ThisIsBolles

Ponte Vedra Beach Pre-K–5
Whitehurst Pre-K–5

Bartram 6–8
San Jose 9–12

Four Unique 
Campuses

The Bolles School is a college 
preparatory day and boarding school 
for students in Pre-K through Grade 12.

Starting here 
        creates confidence there. 

Ben Barton 

Bolles Class of 2018

First Trumpet, Washington & 
Lee Wind Ensemble

Phi Eta Sigma National  
Honor Society Inductee  
(top 20%)

Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity

Virginia outdoor sportsman  
in hunting and fly-fishing

Our newest agent to real estate’s most trusted brand.

Roger  Quay
With more than 30 years of sales experience and 
16 years of residential real estate experience, 
Roger is a creative, forward-thinking 
professional who has negotiated contracts for 
multi-million-dollar firms. 

Roger specializes in residential real estate at the 
Beaches, and in St. Johns, Duval and Clay 
counties. At any given time, his active client 
base is relatively small. This allows him to 
provide superior, one-on-one service 
highlighted with frequent, open communication 
from the beginning to the end of every 
transaction. Now, by affiliating with the most 
prestigious luxury real estate brand in the world 
in Sotheby’s International Realty, Roger can 
combine his local expertise with an unrivaled 
global network, on behalf of all his customers.

P r o u d l y  We l c o m e s

c. 904.318.6860     o. 904.731.9770   Roger.Quay@FirstCoastSIR.com

FirstCoastSIR.com | SothebysRealty.com

based in Japan. Duke exited active duty in 
1953 and moved to Jacksonville, Florida.  
He spent the next 66 years as a Jackson-
ville and Ponte Vedra Beach resident.

Duke was installed as President and 
CEO of Duval Federal Savings & Loan 
upon its creation in 1954 and served as its 
leader for decades, ultimately growing the 
institution into one of the Florida’s largest 
Savings & Loans. Upon leaving Duval 
Federal in 1984, he became President of 
Community Savings Bank.  After that, 
he launched First South Savings Bank in 
Tarpon Springs, Florida, where he flew his 
own airplane from Jacksonville to work 
each week.

Duke was active in the community 
serving with a variety of social and service 
organizations, including Meninak, Ye 
Mystic Revelers and the Ponte Vedra 
Community Association as its president.  
He was a charter member of Selva Marina 
Country Club and member of the down-
town Seminole Club, University Club and 
River Club. Duke was a longtime member 
of the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, where 
he enjoyed tennis as a member of the B 
team, “Rinky Dinks,” for years. One of his 
proudest accomplishments was establish-
ing the Jacksonville Area Auburn Club to 
help foster the Auburn spirit amongst fans 
and alumni living in the area. This spirit 
lives on today with the Sherry and Duke 

Horner Scholarship for worthy students 
from the area attending Auburn.  His love 
of community was exemplified by his 
recent contribution to Ponte Vedra High 
School to enable the marching band to 
acquire new uniforms.

Duke is survived by his dedicated and 
loving wife of 57 years, Shelby (“Sherry”) 
Horner; sons, Richard (Peri) and Steven 
(Shay); grandchildren, Ariel (Matt) Tye, 
Rhianna, Cameron and Auburn Horner.  
He was predeceased by son, Cameron, and 
grandson, Robert.

A Memorial Service with military hon-
ors will be held at 1:30 p.m., on Friday, 
February 7, 2020, at the Jacksonville 
National Cemetery, 4083 Lannie Road, 
Jacksonville, Florida, 32218.  In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Association or Jacksonville 
Community Hospice.

Please visit our online Tribute at www.
quinn-shalz.com. Arrangements by Quinn-
Shalz Family Funeral Home. 

Catherine Marie Meehan
Catherine Marie Meehan, 90, of Ponte 

Vedra, Florida, died Dec. 3, 2019. Arrange-
ments by Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral 
Home & Cremation Centre. www.quinn-
shalz.com. (904) 249-1100

Obituaries
Continued from 10



Ponte Vedra Recorder · December 12, 2019 HOLIDAY GIFT & ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE FEATURING GIFT OF GIVING   13

. .

** 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* ..
� 

A Special Supplement to

HOLIDAY

GUIDE
Gift Guide

Holiday Worship
Gift of Giving & More

Gift & Entertainment



Ponte Vedra Recorder · December 12, 201914   HOLIDAY GIFT & ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE FEATURING GIFT OF GIVING

With Christmas just around the corner, the Recorder has compiled the following gift guide 
to help you find the perfect holiday presents for your loved ones right here in Ponte Vedra.

DON’S BARBER 
SHOP

226 Solana Road, #7
Ponte Vedra Beach
Don’s Barber Shop
Treat the man in 
your life to a hair-

cut or hot shave at 
Don’s Barber Shop. 
With over 25 years 
in men’s grooming 
expertise, Don’s will 
feel like both a treat 
for your spouse and 
yourself. Gift cards 

are available in store 
for purchase. 

UNDERWOOD JEWELERS
330 A1A North, Suite 204 

Ponte Vedra Beach
Make your loved one’s heart sparkle 
when they open a beautiful pair of 

diamond earrings this Christmas 
morning. Underwood Jewelers offers 
a variety of studs and sizes so you can 
be sure to find the perfect pair. Also, if 
earrings aren’t her thing, Underwood’s 

offers an eclectic collection of necklaces, 
bracelets, rings and more. 

PUSSER’S BAR & GRILLE
816 Highway, A1A N
Ponte Vedra Beach

Sometimes a gift of experience is greater 
than a something pre-packaged. With a Puss-
er’s Bar & Grille gift card, you can give the gift 
of great food, dancing and lake-view drinks. 
Boasting “Best Happy Hour,” many years in a 
row, a Pusser’s gift card is also great bang for 
your buck. This season, the restaurant is offer-

ing a $25 Pusser’s Caribbean Grille gift card 
with a $5 coupon to be used later — so you 
can give a little gift to yourself. Visit pusser-

spvb.com to purchase a gift card online. 

CLEAN OCEAN SURFBOARDS
340 Front St., Suite 740,

Ponte Vedra Beach. 
A Clean Ocean Surfboard is a gift that will 

keep on giving every time the east coast gets 
waves. For the surfer in your life, sporting 

a brand-new hand-shaped board will take 
their game to the next level and is sure to 
look spectacular under the tree. From long 

boards to short boards, the shapers at Clean 
Ocean Surfboards will ensure your surfer gets 

the right board for the perfect swell. Visit 
cleanoceansurfboards.com for 

more information. 

COASTAL WINE MARKET
641 Crosswater Parkway Suite B

Ponte Vedra
Looking for a gift for someone with fine taste? 

Get them a membership to one of Coastal Wine 
Market’s wine clubs! You can choose from three 
options, The Tasters Club, The Decanters Club or 

The Cellars Club. The clubs include 2-3 bottles every 
month of hand-selected wines for any level of afi-
cionado. Additionally, the Coastal Wine Market has 
available wine baskets and gift cards for the holiday 

season. This way, your favorite wine enthusiast 
can spend less time reading labels and more time 

discovering new wines to love. Call (904) 395-3520 
or visit coastalwinemarket.com.

ALHAMBRA THEATRE
12000 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville

Alhambra Theatre tickets make great holiday 
gifts. Purchase tickets for dinner and a show or 
give a gift card and let your loved one decide 
what they want to see. Additionally, for a lim-
ited time, you can receive two tickets for the 

first show of the 2020 Season, “Love Letters,” for 
just $89. Call the Box Office at (904) 641-1212 

or purchase online at alhambrajax.com.

MORE HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE, PAGE 16

Holiday
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J O I N  U S  F O R  1 2  D AY S 
O F  H O L I D AY  C H E E R

CALL 904 . 285.7777 FOR RESERVATIONS,  
OR VISIT SAWGR ASSMARRIOTT.COM

©2019 Marriott International, Inc. All Rights Reserved. All names, marks and logos 
are the trademarks of Marriott International, Inc., or its aff iliates.

November 30:  Annual Tree Lighting, 5:30 PM

December 1:  “Nightmare Before Christmas” Brunch, 
 11:00 AM

December 4:  Kobrand Italian Dinner, 6:00 PM

December 5:  Holiday Spa Event, 5:30 PM

December 6:  ELEMIS BIOTEC Class, 10:00 AM

December 8:  “Elf” Brunch, 11:00 AM

December 10:  Bacardi Coquito Tasting, 5:00 PM

December 13:  “The Polar Express” Viewing, 6:00 PM

December 15:  “The Grinch Brunch”, 11:00 AM

December 18:  Gingerbread Cookie Decorating, 4:30 PM

December 19:  Holiday Destress Spa Special 

December 22:  Brunch with Santa, 11:00 AM

By Maggie FitzRoy

The Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa show-
cased gift ideas at an open house Dec. 5. 

“Every year in December we do this for our locals 
and members, for them to come in and enjoy,” Blanca 
Albor, spa director said. “It’s a pre-holiday party.”

 Attendees sampled sweet-treat goodies, wines and 
cheeses while checking out cute gift ideas available in 
the spa shop, including toiletries packages; hats, gloves 
and earrings; glasses, mugs and dishtowels and jars of 
local honey, obtained from the hotel’s own beehives.

Sawgrass Marriott 
showcases gift ideas

Farm House Fresh gift items

Felicia Cox, Lori Adams and  Lynn Ford

Honey from the Sawgrass Marriott’s beehivesDessert from Vernon’s

Louise Budd and Blanca Albor
Photos by Susan Griffin

Janet Collins and Bo Cure
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\t/ PonteVedra 

�(�Wellness '\J� Center
Nocatee 

We keep your spine in align! 
Dr. Erika R. Hamer, DC, DIBCN, DIBE 

Chiropractic Neurologist & Practice owner 
Also located in Ponte Vedra Beach! 

NEW PATIENT S39 
INITIAL VISIT & EXAM 
Famlly Chlropractlc Care ottering 
Chiropractic Adjustments 
ln-house Spinal Decompression 
Therapeutic Massage, Physio-therapy 
Personal Training, Nutritional Counseling 
T reatment for Auto Accidents & Sports lnjuries 

205 Marketslde Ave, Suite 200, Ponte Vedra, FL 52081 
r;i 834 2717Nocatee Town Center, Across from Publix www.pontevedrawellnesscenter.com L..lJ • 

.. . • ·  . .. - . - .. : •. . . 
. - .. • ·  , .. . .. ... . . - ..... -. , . . .. . . . . . DISCOUNTEDD FEE. OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXM1INATION OR TREATMENT. CAN NOT BE COMBINED. MAY NOT BE VALID FOR FEDERAL PROGRM1S INCLUDING 

AR D R ONS O LUDMEDIC E  .. NEW .. PATIENTS AN EACTIVATI NL Y. INC ES EXAMINATI ONAND CONSUL TATI ON. WITH THIS AD. SPECIAL OFFER EXPIRES 12/31/19. 

For more information about advertising on the er (9WO�)'e2�s�s�;l 
www.PoNTE VEDRARECORDER.COM 

ST. AUGUSTINE LOVE LIONS
Keep it local and with love by gifting one of 
these adorably historic hand-crafted lions, 
replicated from St. Augustine’s Bridge of 

Lions. Crafted by local artisans, these lions 
are the perfect ornament for those faith-
ful to the Old City. Each lion is made from 

Carrara marble and is available either at the 
St. Augustine Visitor’s Center or can be hand 
delivered. Visit staugustinelovelions.com or 
call (904) 471-1913 for more information. 

PEDEGO ELECTRIC BIKES
340 Front St., Suite 750

Ponte Vedra Beach
 Know someone who loves traveling the 

great outdoors? Gift a Pedego electric bike 
for cruising around the neighborhood and 
beyond. Select from over 15 styles of bikes 
to find the perfect fit for the perfect adven-
ture, allowing users to go further and faster 

than ever before. For more information, 
visit www.pedegoelectricbikes.com 

CARLA’S SHOES 
& ACCESSORIES 
310 Front St., #830
Ponte Vedra Beach

Put a little cowgirl in someone’s 
step with this Studio Caleidoscope 

calf hair tote and wristlet. The 
animal print and calf hair texture 
are great when looking to kick an 
outfit up a notch! Both items can 
be found at Carla’s Shoes & Acces-
sories, where you might even find 

a great pair of boots to match. 

LEMON TWIST
340 Front St., Suite 730

Ponte Vedra Beach
A perfect gift for the stylista in 
your life, your loved one can 

now strut fashion-first into the 
new year. Try a brightly col-

ored Lilly Pulitzer puffer vest or 
iridescent Hayes phone cross-

body bag for a look that is both 
trendy, sporty and ready to go. 

Top it off with a Tori Richard from 
Honolulu Blair hat for a tropical 

twist during cooler months. 

Continued from Page 14
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By Daniela Toporek

The Ponte Vedra Women’s Club and Saw-
grass Village Shopping Center hosted “Oh, 
What Fun!” Dec. 7, a holiday celebration 
for family and friends in the community. 

Sawgrass shoppers could hear the resur-
recting sounds of Mariah Carey’s holiday 
hit while driving along Village Main and 
Front Street. Arts and crafts, snacks and co-
coa stands greeted guests outside each shop 
while they walked the village, shopping and 
deciding where to go next. 

“We just arrived,” said Sarah Popovich, 
who stopped for a holiday snack with her 
young sons, Dylan and Ben. “We’re really 
excited for the balloons today.” 

 Across the street, children’s faces were 
being painted into winter wonderlands and 

“holiday trivia” amped up those who knew 
how to say “Merry Christmas” in Spanish. 
Santa Claus was there too, enjoying the not-
so-chilly weather in Village Green. 

“It’s really nice to see people coming 
together for a good time and a good cause,” 
said Megan Stinchcomb, from the PVWC. 
“We have a live auction with items donated 
by stores in Sawgrass Village and we’re also 
doing a stocking stuffer, visits with Santa 
and sleigh rides.” 

Proceeds from the auction will go to 
Mission House, funding first month’s rent 
for the homeless; Hugs Across the County, 
empowering middle school girls in poverty 
in St. Johns County; the Betty Griffin Cen-
ter, funding months of its Rape Crisis Unit 
and the Florida School for the Deaf and the 
Blind, to fund its annual Safety Day. 

‘Oh, What Fun!’ brings holiday cheer to Sawgrass Village
Megan 
Stinch-

comb, 
member of 

the Ponte 
Vedra 

Women’s 
Club, men-

tioned that 
money 

from the 
silent auc-

tion will 
go toward 

multiple 
charities 

and orga-
nizations.

Photos by 
Daniela 
Toporek

Holiday carriages trotted down Sawgrass Village for guests and shoppers.

ABOVE: Grant 
gets his holiday 

“war paint” on 
with a fresh snow-

man in a winter 
wonderland.

RIGHT: Auction 
items lined up 

outside the stores 
to add a little holi-

day fun for both 
kids and adults.

Santa Claus relaxes while he waits for his next visitor. Dylan and Ben Popovich pose with their free holiday cookies on hand.
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340 FRONT ST., STE 740 PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL

THIS HOLIDAY CLASSIC IS 
ONSTAGE NOW!

ChriStmaS
a

CarolDEC. 6 - 22

FAMILY-FRIENDLY, TIMELESS CLASSIC

An adaptation of the Dicken’s tale of Ebenezer Scrooge’s 
journey from an embittered old Scrooge to a giving, caring 

human being.  Let the Spirits brighten your holiday with this 
live theatre production at the Beach!

INCLUDE A CHRISTMAS CAROL AS PART OF YOUR 
HOLIDAY PARTY! Call for pricing and availability.

FOR TICKETS AND PARTY INFORMATION:
playersbythesea.org • 904.249.0289

MEDIA BRAND PARTNER:

By Daniela Toporek

It was the night of the Palm Valley Boat 
Parade, Dec. 8, at the Wyeth residence 
on Roscoe Boulevard. Meaning it was 
time for the Wyeths to host their annual 
holiday party for family and friends. 

Children played hide-and-seek, pranc-
ing like reindeer, in and out of the home, 
while guests mingled, watching college 
football indoors or socializing outside by 
the pool or by the bonfire near the dock. 

“We have this every year,” party host 
Clare Dibley-Wyeth said warmly, offering 
food and drinks to guests and grabbing 
a glass, herself, to celebrate. “This also 
marks our 10-year anniversary coming to 
the States,” she added, watching her son, 
Max, play in the game room located in 
the patio. The floor had green carpet and 
a small hole in the center of the room for 
indoor golf practice.

Couple celebrating 10 years in U.S. 
host Palm Valley Boat Parade party

Photo by Daniela Toporek
 A parade participant turns what was once a boat into a Christmas sleigh ride.

BOAT PARADE continues on Page 19
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“He taught himself,” Clare Dibley-
Wyeth said. “He basically has since he 
was little.”

Clare’s husband, Martin Wyeth, is CFO 
of the United Kingdom’s s automated ball 
teeing system, Power Tee. Invented by 
Martin Wyeth, Power Tee expanded to 
the U.S. when the couple moved to Ponte 
Vedra Beach in 2009. Little did they 
know, they moved during the recession 
when about 3,000 golf courses closed 
in the U.S. The Wyeths pushed through 
and in 2015 champion golfer Jim Furyk 
agreed to endorse Power Tee, which 
is now available in more than 20 loca-
tions around the country. After a decade 
of hard work and patience, the evening 
of the Palm Valley Boat parade meant 
celebration.

“We didn’t know each other until we 
got here,” said party guest Karen Alder-
son, fellow Brit and friend of the Wyeths, 
who is a first-hand witness to how small 
the world can be. “We’re both from the 
same place in Britain,” she said. “I found 
out they lived right around the corner 
from me.”

Alderson socialized with another guest 
as others moved to the dock to watch the 
coming festivities.

A honk in the distance and cheers from 
the glowing dock next door gave it away. 
The Palm Valley Boat Parade had finally 
arrived, fashionably late, to the Power 
Tee power couple’s soiree, with elaborate 
displays, holiday music and a nautical 
seasons’ greetings to all. 

The Wyeths’ son, Max, plays on their home-
installed Power Tee with friends.

Photos by Daniela Toporek
Clare and Martin Wyeth pose on the back 
patio during their annual Palm Valley Boat 
Parade party.

A simple, but sweet turtle-decorated boat 
floats by in the parade.

Boat Parade
Continued from 18

The Wyeths weren’t the only neighbors in the 
holiday spirit. Those on the dock next door 
cheered as boats floated by.

A little girl points out at the next deco-
rated boat at the Palm Valley Boat Parade.
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Santa visited St. Augustine Saturday, Dec. 7 for the Oldest City’s annual parade, delighting children and adults alike.

St. Augustine celebrates holidays with annual parade

Eager children of all ages greeted Santa Claus with enthusiasm during the St. Augustine Christmas Parade on Dec. 7.

St. Augustine’s Royal Family, and the Grinch, ride a ship float in the 2019 St. Augus-
tine Christmas Parade.

Santa Claus 
waves to 

residents 
and visitors 
alike along 

the Bay-
front in St. 
Augustine.

Photos by 
Christine 

Rodenbaugh

Some of the children played instead of watching 
the parade …  at least until Santa rode by atop a 
fire engine. Echols Hansbarger V (from left), Koda 
Castellano and Cade Thornton invent their own 
game during the Christmas parade.

ABOVE: Karen 
Park, walked in the 
parade with her 
7-year-old daugh-
ter Reese and their 
dog Scout. Scout 
is in the Wolfson 
Children’s pet 
therapy program 
and brings joy 
to children of 
all ages.

LEFT: The Apel 
family, Brit-
tani (from left), 
Nathan, Zacharay 
and Mark, had not 
visited Santa yet 
this year.

ABOVE: Cindy 
Scott (left) was in 
town from High 
Springs with 
granddaughters 
Emma and Addy 
Thomas for a 
girls’ weekend. 

LEFT: St. Augus-
tine natives Lucia 
and Brody Hyde 
wore their favor-
ite Santa hats to 
the parade.
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12000 Beach Boulevard

ALHAMBRA  
TICKETS
HOLIDAY 
GIFTS!

make amazing

2020 ALHAMBRA THEATRE SCHEDULE
LOVE LETTERS

January 9 – February 9

HOW TO SUCCEED  
IN BUSINESS WITHOUT  

REALLY TRYING
February 20 – March 22

SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN
March 26 – April 26

GREASE
April 30 – June 7

CINDERELLA
June 11 – July 26 

THE MUSIC MAN
August 6 – September 13

LOVE, SEX, AND THE I.R.S.
September 24 – October 18

FOOTLOOSE
October 22 – November 15

A WONDERFUL LIFE
November 25 – December 24

GIVE THE PERFECT GIFT!

The holiday classic about spiritual 
redemption opened Dec. 6 at Play-
ers by the Sea Theatre in Jacksonville 
Beach.“A Christmas Carol,” by Charles 
Dickens and adapted by Romulus Lin-
ney, tells the tale of Ebenezer Scrooge 
and his journey from an embittered, 
ungenerous creature into a giving, car-
ing human being at the hands of three 
spirits, who, one Christmas Eve, show 
him the true meaning of life. The richly 
textured play brings the full spirit of the 
book, as well as those of Christmases 
Past, Present and Yet to Come, to life on 
the stage.

Kenggy Bravo, who plays Mrs. Fez-
ziwig in the show said, “I think people 
should buy tickets to see “A Christmas 
Carol” because it’s going to appeal to 
everyone. It’s such a warm show to 
watch during the holidays, and what 
better way to get into the spirit than to 
remember what Christmas truly means?”

General admission tickets are $28. 
Students, seniors and military tickets 
are $25. They are available online at 
playersbythesea.org/christmas-carol or 
by calling the Box Office at (904)249-
0289. Until December 22, shows will 
run each Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 
evening at 8 p.m. and Sunday afternoons 
at 2 p.m. A special Saturday matinee 
performance is also slated to take place 
at 2 p.m. Dec.14.

Thursday nights are Student Nights, 
so any student who brings a valid stu-
dent ID can purchase a half price ticket 
for $14. 

Players by the Sea perform ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
Community theatre 
brings holiday classic 
to life on stage

Photos provided by Players by the Sea
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It’s the Giving Season and the sound of beautiful voices 
is the gift of a memorable experience. 

Your donation sustains our ability to perform!

Hear us Dec. 14th  & 15th  at Cathedral Basilica, St. Augustine
for 'This Christmastide!' or purchase a Season Ticket.

I n f o r m a t i o n  o n  h o w  t o  g i v e  a n d  m o r e  a t
s t a u g u s t i n e c o m m u n i t y c h o r u s . o r g .  P e r f o r m i n g  s i n c e  1 9 4 8 .

GIVE THE GIFT OF A 
BRIGHTER FUTURE
Donate to Daniel Kids
Please consider giving the most powerful present 
possible - a donation that will help local kids in crisis 
move beyond their troubled yesterdays into more 
promising tomorrows. 

Your gift can help:
• supply counseling for an abused or 

emotionally troubled child
• connect a neglected child with a 

caring foster or adoptive family
• provide a homeless teen with shelter 

and independent living skills

Please donate today.

danielkids.org | 904.296.1055

GIFT OF 
GIVING

Pages 22-26
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By Maggie FitzRoy

Volunteer storytellers give tours of the 
TPC Sawgrass Clubhouse and golf course 
every day. The educational tours, which 
can last up to an hour each and include 
golf cart rides out to holes, 16, 17 and 18, 
are free. 

Guests come from around the country 
and the world. And most are so impressed 
they leave their tour guide a tip. Which 
the tour guide promptly puts into a char-
ity fund.

Every December, the 50 Storytellers of 
TPC Sawgrass get together for an annual 
luncheon, where they present the total 
amount of funds raised to area charities.

“This is the highlight of our year,” 
Storyteller Captain Jim Kleck announced 
during an introductory speech at the event, 
held at the clubhouse Dec. 5. “We get gra-
tuities and then we get to give them away.”

A committee of seven Storytellers met 
this year to decide which of 40 potential 
nonprofits would be selected for this year’s 
donation. They usually select three or four, 
and this year chose four: Saving Animals 
from Euthanasia (S.A.F.E.); Blessings in a 
Backpack; Mission House and Northeast 
Florida Women Veterans.

Representatives from each nonprofit 
attended the luncheon as guests, and after 
being presented with their checks, gave 
brief speeches of appreciation.

“The holiday season is a tough one,” 
Lisa Wargo, a volunteer with S.A.F.E., 
said with tears in her eyes as she went up 
to accept her St. Augustine-based charity’s 
check for $5,000. “We appreciate this, and 
the animals do as well.”

Blessings in a Backpack, which pro-
vides meals for thousands of food-insecure 

schoolchildren in Duval and St. Johns 
Counties, also received $5,000. 

Mission House, a Jacksonville Beach fa-
cility that provides meals, showers, coun-
seling and housing assistance for people 
who are homeless, received $7,500.

Northeast Florida Women Veterans, a 
Jacksonville-based nonprofit that serves 
female military veterans returning to civil-
ian life, also received $7,500.

“You are the gatekeepers of the history 
of this place,” Dee Quaranta, founder and 
president of Women Veterans said during 
her speech. “Thank you for telling your 
stories about this wonderful place, and for 
helping people like us.”

The Storytellers normally donate 
between $25,000 to $30,000 a year, 
Kleck said. Between November 2018 and 
November 2019, a total of 5,800 guests 
toured the facility. In giving, the storytell-
ers follow the lead of the PGA TOUR, 
which donates to many charities, including 
proceeds raised during THE PLAYERS 
Championship, held at the Ponte Vedra 
Beach TPC Sawgrass Stadium Course. 

“Since 2007, when Storytellers were 
founded, we’ve given $200,000 of gratu-
ities,” Kleck said. “We’ve given tours to 
people from Iceland, South Africa, China 
and Japan. So, we covered the globe last 
year with 35 foreign countries and all 50 
states.” 

Storytellers are required to work three 
4-hour shifts a month. Most are retired 
professionals, with 40% women and 60% 
men. More are always needed however 
volunteers must go through an application 
process and only a certain percentage are 
accepted because more people want to be 
volunteers than there are shifts available. 
Those selected must go through training 

with Kleck, then shadow experienced 
Storytellers.

Tours can range from one person to six 
or seven, the maximum number that can 
fit in the special touring golf carts, which 
the Storytellers drive. Gratuities can range 
from a one-dollar bill to a $100-dollar bill.

Russ Girolamo, who has been volun-
teering for 10 years, said he likes the 
camaraderie that has built up among the 
Storytellers.

“We get to meet people from around the 
world and interact with them,” he said. 
“It’s a fun volunteer job.”

Volunteer  Storytellers of 
TPC Sawgrass donate gratuities 
to charities at annual luncheon

Representatives of four area charities accept donations from Storyteller representatives during the 
luncheon. From left to right: Lisa Ward, Blessings in a Backpack; Russ Girolamo, Storyteller; Lisa Wargo, 
S.A.F.E.; Dee Quaranta, Northeast Florida Women Veterans; Lori Anderson, Mission House; Kimberly Ward, 
Blessings in a Backpack; Michaele Bradford, Mission House; Jerry Brannon, Storyteller.

Storyteller Captain Jim Kleck gives an intro-
ductory speech at the luncheon.

Photos by Maggie FitzRoy
Storytellers of TPC Sawgrass meet Dec. 5 for their annual luncheon, at which they 
gave their collected gratuities away to charities.

Jim Roberts, one of the original Storytellers from when the organization was founded, gives 
the Pledge of Allegiance at the luncheon.

S.A.F.E. volunteer Lisa Wargo gives an appre-
ciation speech at the luncheon.
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M Y  L A G O S  M Y  WAY

C AV I A R  C O L L E C T I O N S

Ponte Vedra Square • A1A & Solana Rd.

273-ARTS
www.bestframers.com

273-2787

30% OFF
YOUR CUSTOM FRAMING ORDER

With this coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer good for custom orders only.

Not vaild on work in progress. Expires 12/31/19.
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The 7th annual Clays for a Cause sport-
ing clay shoot, presented by St. Johns 
home builder MasterCraft Builder Group, 
was held on Dec. 5 at Saltwaters Shooting 
Club in St. Augustine. It was the largest to 

date, with over 340 registered participants 
raising $158,000 for St. Augustine Youth 
Services (SAYS), Seamark Ranch, and 
American Legion Post 194.  

“This year’s event exceeded all of our 
expectations and then some,” said Mas-
terCraft Builder Group CEO and Found-
er, Chris Shee. “Not only were we able 
to increase the amount raised for SAYS 
and Seamark Ranch, two organizations 
that change the lives of orphaned children 
and give them hope for the future, but 
this year, we were able to raise $25,000 
for the American Legion’s Alton Green 
Memorial Park, which will provide a 
safe play space for dozens of kids in their 
Kids Safe Zone program.” 

 Over the past seven years, Clays for 
a Cause has raised more than $400,000 
for local charities benefiting children and 
families. St. Augustine Youth Services 
is a local, nonprofit that helps shape the 
future of Florida’s at-risk youth by pro-
viding coaching, counseling and care in 
family-style therapeutic group homes and 
outpatient community services. Seamark 
Ranch is a faith-based home for children 
of broken families located in Green Cove 
Springs and has served over 100 children 
with its homes, on-campus school, and 
childcare programs. American Legion 

Clays for a Cause raises $158,000 
for 3 Northeast Florida charities

  Photos provided by Clays for a Cause

CLAYS continues on Page 26
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While you are here, get your holiday shopping done with our holiday special on gift cards: Purchase $100 
in gift cards and receive $20 FREE. To keep or give! 3 Palms Grille is open to the public and easily accessible 
by either Sawgrass gate at A1A or Solana Road. Just say you are going to 3 Palms Grille.

254 Alta Mar Drive Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 | 904-686-2128 | 3PalmsGrille.com

Join us for lunch, brunch, dinner or drinks in the heart of Ponte Vedra.
We are open during Oak Bridge construction. And as good as ever!

SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO 
Don’s

BarBer Shop

Make “Handsome”  
your Middle Name

Old Fashion to most  
Modern Style Cuts

Kid Friendly

DECEMBER 14TH & 21ST 
10am - 2pm

Bring your children & 
camera. It’s all FREE!

Family owned and operated by Don and Ann Brown
In the same location for 28 years 

226-7 Solano Rd., Ponte Vedra Beach  
904-285-3111 

Open 6 days a week | Mon.-Sat. 8am

Photo by Paris Moulden
S.A.F.E. Pet Rescue will hold a holiday pet adoption event on Saturday, Dec. 14, from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. in the parking lot of Pet Supermarket at 880 A1A North in Ponte Vedra Beach. 
The event will feature live music, a bake sale, pet adoptions and the opportunity to have your 
pet’s photo taken with Santa. All proceeds benefit S.A.F.E., a nonprofit dedicated to saving ani-
mals from euthanasia. S,A.F.E. Pet Rescue, based in St. Augustine, was founded 10 years ago, 
and has rescued more than 14,000 dogs and cats. S.A.F.E. is a no-kill shelter with four locations 
in the greater St. Augustine and Palatka areas, and also maintains a thrift store at its head-
quarters shelter at 1250 County Road A1A in St. Augustine. For more information on S.A.F.E. 
and its events, go to www.safe-pet-rescue-fl.com.

S.A.F.E. HOLDING HOLIDAY 
ADOPTION EVENT DEC. 14
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Hugs Across the County announced the Persbacker-
Wyman Family Foundation has established a generous 
$10,000 Matching Gift Challenge in support of the char-
ity’s long-standing Clothing Care Package Program, which 
provides clothing, shoes, undies, socks and toiletries to 
hundreds of St. Johns County children-in-need every year.

Since August, Hugs has already provided Clothing Care 
Packages to more than 300 local children in crisis situa-
tions, many who arrive at school wearing the only clothing 
that they own. 

Throughout the month of December, donations will be 
matched up to $10,000 thanks to the matching gift chal-
lenge. Since Hugs is an all-volunteer nonprofit, donations 
will go directly to the purchase of new shoes, new undies, 
new clothing and Clothing Closet expenses. 

Donations may be made online at http://www.stjohns-
hugs.org/give/ or by mail to the organization’s UPS box at: 
101 Marketside Ave., #404-254, Ponte Vedra, FL 32081.

Hugs Across the County 
announces $10,000 
matching gift challenge

K9s For Warriors was recently recog-
nized for excellence in marketing and com-
munications with four MarCom Awards in 
categories including print and digital media. 

The MarCom Awards, an international 
competition, is one of the oldest, largest and 
most prestigious creative competitions in 
the world, drawing entries this year from 
6,500 professionals in communications, 
marketing, design and production. 

According to a MarCom news release, 
“Judges are industry professionals who 
look for companies and individuals whose 
talent exceeds a high standard of excel-
lence and whose work serves as a bench-

mark for the industry.”
K9s For Warriors received the following 

awards:
Platinum Award — UNLEASH: A 

Capital Campaign (Print Media-Brochure-
Nonprofit)

Gold Award — RED Friday T-Shirt, 
(Print Media-Design-T-Shirt)

Honorable Mention — Puppy Raiser’s 
Reference Manual (Print Media-Employee 
Publication-Manual Training)

Honorable Mention — Shed Your 
Birthday Light on the Darkness of Suicide 
(Digital Media-Web Element-Blog Single 
Post)

“K9s For Warriors strives to bring valu-
able content to the public through our print 
and digital media to convey our mission of 
rescuing dogs and training them to be life-
saving service dogs for disabled American 
veterans,” K9s For Warriors Chief Market-

ing Officer Tahoma Guiry said. “We are 
honored to receive these awards and recog-
nition amongst such an impressive group 
of design and communications industry 
professionals.” 

K9s For Warriors, a Ponte Vedra Beach-

based nonprofit, is the nation’s largest 
provider of service dogs to military veterans 
suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disor-
der, Traumatic Brain Injury and/or Mili-
tary Sexual Trauma as a result of military 
service post-9/11. 

K9s For Warriors receives 
MarCom Awards in 4 categories
The awards program 
recognizes excellence 
in design and content

Jose Gavarrette, Benjamin Rich and Bill Werle 
have been elected to the Betty Griffin Center Board 
of Directors.

Gavarrette is the Vice President of a Global 
Technology unit at Citibank, where he is responsible 
for Resource and Capacity as well as Third Party 
Management to ensure the delivery of key initiatives. 
His responsibilities include managing resource deci-
sions and locations for the organization, third party 
relationships risk and vendor consolidation strategy.   

Previously, Gavarrette served as a business 
technology partner with BBVA Compass Bank in 
Birmingham, Alabama for three years, and also 
served as the director of workforce operations for 
FloridaWorks, a state- and federally-funded work-
force project, from 2007 to 2011.

He received a Bachelor of Science in Industrial 
Engineering and Systems from Florida International 
University.

Rich currently serves as the Assistant State At-
torney in the seventh judicial circuit and manages the 
State Attorney’s office in St. Johns County, which 
consists of nine assistant state attorneys, four state 
attorney investigators and 16 support staff members. 
Rich was appointed to the position in 2010 and his 
responsibilities include investigating and prosecuting 
criminal cases (misdemeanor, juvenile, and felony) 
from inception to final disposition, conducting crimi-
nal trials, both jury and nonjury and investigating 
and prosecuting multiple governor-assigned felony 
and misdemeanor cases in various Florida jurisdic-
tions. 

Rich, who has been a member of the Florida Bar 
since 2005, received his Doctor of Jurisprudence 
degree from the Florida Coastal School of Law, and 
received a Bachelor of Science in Legal Studies from 
the University of Central Florida.

Werle is currently the Commander of the Support 
Services Bureau of the St. Johns County Sheriff’s 
Office, where he oversees the 911 Communica-

tions Center, the Emergency 
Preparedness Unit, Special 
Operations and Bailiffs. Werle 
has been employed with the 
Sheriff’s Office for over 21 
years. He started as a patrol 
deputy, but also has been a 
field training officer, SWAT 
team member, Robbery/Homi-
cide detective and rose through 
the patrol and detective ranks. 
He also served as the Special 
Victim’s Unit sergeant for over 
three years where he worked 
closely with the Betty Griffin 
Center. He said he is excited 
to continue strengthening 
the partnership and work-
ing relationship between law 
enforcement and the nonprofit 
organization.    

The Betty Griffin Center 
was founded in 1990 by con-
cerned citizens and incorpo-
rated as the Safety Shelter of St. Johns County to 
develop plans to provide shelter for local victims 
of domestic violence and their children. In 1992, 
the nonprofit agency contracted with a local motel 
for space and started a 24-hour crisis line and court 
advocacy program. By 1994, the agency purchased 
and opened Betty Griffin House as permanent shelter. 
The shelter expanded in 1998 to meet local demand, 
and a sexual assault program was added the same 
year. Today, Betty Griffin Center shelters more than 
420 victims of domestic and sexual abuse annually, 
operates a 24-hour help line, provides professional 
counseling for victims of domestic and sexual abuse, 
provides age-appropriate violence prevention train-
ing and operates two thrift stores to assist in funding 
the agency’s ongoing operations.

Gavarrette, Rich and Werle 
join Betty Griffin Center board

Jose Gavarrette

Photo provided by K9s for Warriors

Benjamin Rich

Bill Werle

Post 194 runs Kids Safe Zone, a program where veterans 
volunteer their time to help underprivileged and at-risk kids 
in the community. 

 “St. Augustine Youth Services relies on the funds raised 
at each year’s Clays for a Cause for a variety of services 
that we offer,” said Schuyler Siefker, Executive Director 
of SAYS. “This year, we are earmarking the money raised 
to help build an Independent Living Village, transitional 
housing for youth that ‘age out’ of our program.” Fred 
Meiners, Executive Director of Seamark Ranch, mirrored 
the sentiments. “Clays for a Cause helps us house and edu-
cate our children,” he said, “which we wouldn’t be able to 
do without the support of people like Chris and businesses 
like MasterCraft.”  

Clays
Continued from 24
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Grant tree-mendous wishes with the 
gift of churrasco this holiday season  

Limited time offer available for online purchase only.

Purchase $50 gift card
and receive a

$10 BONUS

Purchase $100 gift card
and receive a

$25 BONUS

PURCHASE AT TEXASDEBRAZIL.COM

Sawgrass Village
Ponte Vedra Beach 

285-4812

Village 
Jeweler

HOLIDAY SALE

Celebrating
32 YEARS

South Sea Pearl
with Orange Garnet
.06 ct. Diamond on
Yellow Gold Chain

The Perfect Day Wrapped in a Bow.

 
With over 100 pampering 
treatments to choose from and all 
day to enjoy the region’s largest luxury spa 
facilities, it’s not only the perfect day, it’s the  
perfect gift. Treat your special someone with a gift card  
to The Spa at Ponte Vedra Inn & Club this holiday season.

Don’t wait, wrap up your holiday shopping today. 
Call us at 904.273.7700, visit pvspa.com, or come 

see us at the St. Johns Town Center.
MM1481
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Area children seeking to send their Christmas 
wishes to Santa Claus may drop them off at Santa’s 
mailbox located in front of Publix in Sawgrass Vil-
lage and at the Ponte Vedra Recorder office. 

Letters “mailed” through Dec. 15 will receive  
a response from Santa thanks to a special arrange-
ment the Ponte Vedra Beach Division of the St. 
Johns County Chamber of Commerce has made 
with the North Pole. 

Letters will be collected from the special mailbox; 
Santa asks children to use the special stationery 

stocked by all Sawgrass Village businesses. These 
special letters have a place for addresses so that 
Santa may mail a response letter. Please make sure 
you provide your return address!

Things at the North Pole get busy towards Christ-
mas, so the last day to deposit letters will be  
Dec. 15. The Ponte Vedra Beach Division of the  
St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce also serves 
as the Ponte Vedra Beach Visitor Center. Call  
(904) 285-2004 or visit 200 Solana Road if you have 
any questions about Santa’s mailbox or the area. 

 Letters mailed to Saint Nick will receive responses

Santa’s mailbox to accept letters at 
Sawgrass Village and Recorder office

Photo provided by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce PVB Division
Children deposit letters into Santa’s mailbox in 2018.

THROWBACK THURSDAY

The Ponte Vedra Recorder will 
run “Throwback Thursday” items 
throughout the year to celebrate 
the Recorder’s 50th anniver-
sary. This week, a look at some 
holiday content, including a Dec. 
13, 1996 cover, a holiday add for 
to Sawgrass Resort, a 2013 story 
on the Regatta of Lights and 
a 1981 ad for the Ponte Vedra 
Club Inn and Surf Shop. If you 
have any old clippings of articles, 
stories or ads that you would like 
to share from the past 50 years 
of the Recorder, send them to 
pvrecorder@opcfla.com.
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The Recorder
The 33rd annual St. Augustine and St. 

Johns County Holiday Regatta of Lights 
was Dec. 14. The boat parade, hosted 
by the St. Augustine Yacht Club, had 
around 20 boats sailing through the 

Mantanzas Bay for spectators to marvel 
at the decorated vessels. The boats were 
judged and ranked for “most colorful,” 
“best theme,” “best in class,” and “best 
overall.”

Regatta of Lights sailed on despite rain

Photos by Carrie Resch/The Recorder
Herbstmond won “best overall” in the 33rd annual Holiday Regatta of Lights with their “Happy Feet 
(Penguins on the Sail)” themed boat. Skipper Wolfgang Schua is the “penguin” front and center 
seen here with his “penguin” crew prior to the boat parade. The Regatta of Lights was Dec. 14.

Page’s dream.  The week-long trip to 
Disney World is for Page, her parents, 
her brother, and her sister.

“We’re the only locally based wish 
granting organization for children with 
life threatening illnesses,” said Andrea A. 
Siracusa, Community Relations Manager 
for Dreams Come True in Jacksonville.  
Page is the 14th Dreams Come True child 
sponsored by Christ Church Nutcracker.  
Since 2001, over $45,000 from the Christ 
Church Nutcracker production has been 
donated to Dreams Come True.

 “They’re just a wonderful support to 
our organization, so we really appreci-
ate it,” Siracusa said.  “All the local fund-
ing is what helps us do our job.” 

All of the sponsored children and 
their families were invited to the Nut-
cracker Tea held on Nov. 24 and the 
Nutcracker performance, including Pe-
diatric Hospice patient, Alisha Jones 
and her mother Marilyn Owen.

“Community PedsCare has helped 
my daughter tremendously,” Owen said.  
“The past year that she got diagnosed, 
they have been above and beyond help-
ing my daughter to try to help transi-
tion through this time where I would’ve 
been a wreck and I know she would 
have been to,” she said.  “The things 
that they do as far as the Nutcracker, 
and they had a party out at Diamond 
D Ranch, and things like that that she 
normally would not be able to partici-
pate in, they have made it able so that 
she can participate in it, which to me, 
means the world.”  

Nutcracker
Continued from 20
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DF-0002323396-01
DF-0002323396-01

STORM SHUTTERS
CAN SAVE YOU MONEY

Storm Ready in Seconds
Protect your home from

wind driven rains
Plus added Security

“Preventing water intrusion through windows and doors
is far less costly than repairing structural damages.
Additional benefits of shutters are protection from flying
debris, increased property value, decreased property
insurance, elimination of the need to remove furniture
from balconies, control of light and UV fading damage,
improved thermal insulation, increased security, and
reduced exterior noise.” Steven T, Ashwell, Architect

Since 1982
Call Today for your
FREE ESTIMATE
386-677-5533
1-800-223-6283

305 Division Avenue – Ormond Beach FL 32174
WWW.WEATHERGUARDSHUTTERS.COM

LANAI ENCLOSURE OPENLANAI ENCLOSURE CLOSED

ROLL DOWN SHUTTERS OPEN

BAHAMA SHUTTERS

ROLL DOWN SHUTTERS CLOSED

ACCORDIAN SHUTTERS ROLL DOWN SHUTTERS CLOSED

DF-0002323396-01 DF-0002323396-01 DF-0002323396-01
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We are paying it forward 
this holiday season! 

For every gift card of $125 
you purchase*, you receive 

a gift of your very own. 
It might even be a day 
at Spavia for yourself!

schedule your relaxation
904.395.7300

www.spaviapontevedra.com
80 pine lake drive, suite b

ponte vedra, fl 32081
Restrictions do apply. Please call the Spa for details.

By Amber Lake

The Beaches Museum recently held 
its Beaches North Pole Express holiday 
event, highlighting one of the museum’s 
favorite exhibitions, the 1911 Train 
Engine. The two-day event took place 
Friday, Dec. 7, from 2 to 6 p.m. and Sat-
urday, Dec. 8, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The 25-ton steam locomotive was built 
back in 1911 and operated near Lacooch-
ee, Florida. In 1981 it was donated to the 
Beaches Museum and is now displayed 
near the original location of the Jackson-
ville and Atlantic Railroad tracks, which 
became the Florida East Coast Railway. 

During the North Pole Express event, 
residents and children were able to board 
the historic locomotive and learn first-
hand its inner operations and history from 
a volunteer Conductor. 

Additionally, patrons were invited 
to write and mail their letters to Santa, 
enjoy hot coca and cookies and watch the 
movie “The Polar Express” in the Dick-
inson Gallery. Crafts and train rides were 
also available at the History Park. 

Beaches Museum takes trip to 
North Pole via historic express

Photos by Amber Lake
The Beaches North Pole Express took place 
Friday, Dec. 7 and Saturday, Dec. 8.

Ponte Vedra Recorder · December 12, 2019 HOLIDAY GIFT & ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE FEATURING GIFT OF GIVING   31



By Amber Lake

Nocatee’s Splash Waterpark was transformed into a winter 
wonderland Friday and Saturday, Dec. 6-7. Residents from the 
community exercised their holiday spirit by touring everything 
the event offered. From live music to carriage rides, Christmas 
movie screenings and, of course, photo-ops with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus, Nocatee-A-Glow was like being at the North Pole.

The highlight of the event, however, wasn’t any of the vari-
ous activities that spanned all the way from the parking lot to 
the waterpark. It was the annual lighting of the tree that took 
center stage. 

Crowds began to pack in as the count down to the tree light-
ing commenced at 7 p.m. Friday. The tree, which towers at 
25 feet, and is made entirely of lights, played a collection of 
Christmas-themed music in blinking synchronicity as the show 
carried on through the night. 

According to David Ray, community manager at Nocatee, 
the event consists of over 1.2 million lights and staff begins 
planning as early as January. Everything from coordinating 
characters, like this year’s new addition, Olaf of the movie 
“Frozen,” are decided upon and booked almost a year in 
advance. Additionally, Ray said this year’s A-Glow featured 
upgraded surround sound equipment for the tree lighting cer-
emony. 

Outside of the light show, residents and guests of residents 
were able to treat themselves to s’mores and hot chocolate, 
view a nativity scene and petting zoo or take a train ride around 
the park.  

Nocatee-A-Glow brightens up the holidays

Photo by Amber Lake
Wall-to-wall crowds piled into the center stage where the annual tree lighting ceremony was counting down.

ACROSS
1. Taken where?
6. Vegas bandit’s body 
part
9. Titian’s Venus or Col-
lier’s Godiva
13. Indian metropolis
14. Flapper’s neckwear
15. E-cigarette output
16. Galsworthy’s “The 
Forsyte ____,” pl.
17. Bovine hangout
18. UV light absorber
19. *Scrooge’s late 
partner
21. *December 26th, 
a.k.a. ____ Day
23. Ideas worth spread-
ing, acr.
24. Great deal
25. *Like Santa’s suit
28. “____ Las Vegas,” 
Presley song
30. 1/100th of a ruble
35. Pupil’s place
37. *Sleigh bell sound
39. Fairytale dust-
sprinkler
40. German Mrs.
41. Chose between 
competitors
43. Type of ballistic mis-
sile, acr.
44. Not a gregarious 
one
46. Castaway’s home
47. Fungal spore sacs
48. Pencil end, often
50. ____-a-Sketch
52. Summer color
53. Cuckoo
55. “____ the ramparts...”
57. *Santa’s call

60. *Welcoming holiday 
decor
63. Bird of prey’s hunt-
ing tool
64. 16th birthday gift?
66. Engages the 
services
68. Skirt shape
69. Beehive State native
70. Bikini, e.g.
71. Bibliophile’s con-
cern, sing.
72. D.C. bigwig
73. Australian Aborigi-
nal’s war club

DOWN
1. *Do holiday ones 
start earlier every year?
2. Show pleasure
3. Aquarium organism
4. Navigational aid
5. *Hanukkah month
6. Competently
7. Wade’s 1973 op-
ponent
8. Not yes, nor no
9. Like Hitler’s Germany
10. Second word in 
fairytale
11. *Ding follower in 
“Wonderful Christmas-
time”
12. *”But I heard him 
exclaim, ____ he drove 
out of sight...”
15. Public opinion, in 
Great Britain
20. Changes to a manu-
script
22. Sturdy tree
24. Telephone part
25. *Ralphie’s wish
26. Trial’s partner

27. Late Princess of Wales
29. IV+IV
31. Type of cotton fiber
32. Exit plus s
33. Around
34. *Macaulay’s famous 
character
36. Takes to court
38. *Hanukkah gift
42. “Magnolia” ware
45. Not in its original 
form
49. Pep rally syllable
51. TV variety show 
classic

54. Concentrate
56. Yogurt-based dip
57. *Manger’s glow
58. Dish of stewed meat
59. “____ if you...,” on a 
bumper sticker
60. Small songbird
61. Trampled
62. In custody
63. Coca Cola’s first diet 
drink
65. *What Whos did to 
roast beast?
67. Silvester Stallone’s 
nickname

THEME: HAPPY HOLIDAYS SUDOKU

NOCATEE-A-GLOW continues on Page 34
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By Amber Lake

“It was good of you to sacrifice 
your life to save millions,” wrote fifth 
grade PVPV/Rawlings Elementary 
student, Layann Issa. “I also wish you 
have a happy holiday. You spend time 
away from your family and friends, 
that’s what a hero like you would do.”

This year, more than 100 holi-
day cards were mailed to the Naval 
aircraft carrier, the USS Lincoln, 
thanks to the organization and hard 
work of the PVPV/Rawlings Elemen-
tary Student Council. Through the 
card-writing project, the school’s fifth 
graders expressed their thanks to the 
many service men and women aboard 
the ship during the holidays. 

Student council member Via Miller 
and Gracie Porter came up with 
the idea to organize a holiday card 
greeting to the sailors after talking 
about Porter’s father, Commander Ian 
Porter. Learning that many military 
personnel must spend their holidays 
away from family made them realize 
some of the sacrifices made by people 
like Porter’s dad. 

“I could definitely not be in the 
military with all that time away from 
family and friends, it’s really hard,” 
Via said. 

On Friday, Dec. 4, the Student 
Council spent their lunchtime packing 
and organizing boxes upon boxes of 
letters to be sent overseas. Each box 
included some holiday candy and a 
personalized card for each service 
member. 

“We hope they feel joy, that they 
feel welcomed and that they feel 
remembered,” said Jackson Bohsali, 
student council president. “I hope 
they feel acknowledged. Thanking 
veterans is important because they 
help make the country what it is 
today.”

In addition to the heartfelt cards 
from all the fifth-grade classes, the 
student council also spearheaded their 
very own class flag to be sent along 
with the greetings. 

The flag features a hand drawn sea 
turtle with the school motto “Be kind, 
work hard and be awesome.” Ad-
ditionally, under the design, the word 
“Florida” is spelled out in nautical 
symbols. 

The packages and flag will be 
delivered to the USS Lincoln in the 
coming weeks, slated to arrive before 
Christmas. Currently, student council 
members and fifth-grade students are 
waiting to hear back and are hoping to 
get news that their flag is being flown 
on the ship. 

Recently, the students also learned 
that the USS Lincoln was just filmed 
for the new “Top Gun: Maverick” 
movie, starring Tom Cruise, which is 
set to be released in June of 2020. 

PVPV/Rawlings students send good tidings to USS Lincoln

ABOVE: Jackson Bohsali, Grace Porter, Vai Miller and Assistant Princi-
pal Rebecca Whaley

Photos by Amber Lake
PVPV/Rawlings fifth grade student council

Grace Porter, Vai Miller, Kate Mase, Oliva Shinners, Layanne Issa and Bella SharpeStudents pack boxes ready to be shipped off to the USS Lincoln.

RIGHT: Hundreds of holiday cards were mailed off to the naval aircraft 
carrier, the USS Lincoln, thanks to the organization and hard work 
from the PVPV/Rawlings Elementary Student Council.
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   info@coastalwinemarket.com    
www.facebook.com/coastalwinemarket

641 Crosswater Pky, Suite B, Ponte Vedra, FL  
904.395.3520

Located in the new Nocatee Town Center

Toas� y��� F���nd� & F����� �i�� ...
Am���n� ��M G�ft� 

�� � Fes���� ��M G�� C�r�!

Happy Hour
Tuesday thru Thursday | 4pm-7pm

COASTAL WINE MARKET
& tasting room

Friday Tasting | 6pm-7:30pm

M���
�h�� � 

���� m���e� -
���� �� ��� �las�,
�r�� ����, t�pa�,

tas��ng� & �x��u���� ���nt�!

Noca���’� N�i��b��h�o� Ga�����n� Pla��!

CWM Handcrafted Baskets

CWM Custom Gear
CWM Exclusive Wine Club Memberships

Papa Bear Honey, Claude’s
Chocolate, Plantation Nuts

The Christmas tree shows will continue 
through December. Shows are open to the 
public and run 6 to 10 p.m. at the Splash 

Waterpark, with new shows beginning 
every half hour. The shows include a 
traditional Christmas music show, a con-
temporary Christmas music show and a 
“Variety Spectacular” show. 

Visit www.nocatee.com for more infor-
mation.

The 25-foot tree is made entirely of lights 
that blink in synchronicity to holiday 
music every half hour.

Nocatee-A-Glow
Continued from 32

Photos by Amber Lake
About 1.2 million lights were used for the event.

Ponte Vedra Recorder · December 12, 201934   HOLIDAY GIFT & ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE FEATURING GIFT OF GIVING



The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce 
PVB Division celebrated the holidays Wednesday, 
Dec. 4, with a Mingle Jingle Party. 

The evening event was held at the EvenTide 
Model Home at 181 Sea Glass Way in Ponte Ve-
dra Beach.The stunning Arthur Rutenberg home, 
located north of Mickler’s Landing, provided the 
perfect setting for festivities that included great 
door prizes, cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, delicious 
desserts provided by Ruth’s Chris Steak House 
and live music by Samuel Sanders.

Stunning home 
hosts Chamber  
holiday party

Isabelle Renault, Kathleen Floryan and Greg Voss

Mel and  Felicia Cox

Kathleen Wildblood and Art Wildblood

Cyndi Stevenson and Isabelle Renault Mark and Joan Refosco
Photos by Susan Griffin

Samuel Sanders
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Rejoice!
For unto us a child is born

Church of Our Savior
A Community Church in 
the Anglican Tradition

Christmas Eve 
Services

with Candlelight & Communion
4pm: Family Service 

7pm: Traditional Service
2092 Beach Boulevard 
Jacksonville Beach, FL 

(904) 821-8558 
www.Church-Savior.com

HolidayHoliday
WORSHIP 

DIRECTORY
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RESEARCH SHOWS
Many Causes, Early Symptoms

Not hearing well isn’t just frustrating, it 
can bring surprising health risks. The 

consequences of an untreated hearing loss 
are real. Here’s what you need to know. 

Everything from genes and noise ex-
posure to medications, head injuries and 
infections can play a role in hearing loss. 
Trouble detecting soft or high-pitched 
sounds is often the first sign that stereo-
cilia— the delicate hair cells that convert 
sound waves into electrical signals within 
the ear—have been damaged. Soft sounds 
include phone conversations or back-
ground noise in settings such as restau-
rants. High-pitched sounds may include 
children’s voices. Ringing in the ears, called 
tinnitus, is another early signal of possible 
hearing loss. 

Hearing loss is frustrating for those 
who have it and for their loved ones. But 
recent research from Johns Hopkins re-
veals that it also is linked with walking 
problems, falls and even dementia. 

In a study that tracked 639 adults for 
nearly 12 years, Johns Hopkins expert 
Frank Lin, M.D., Ph.D., and his colleagues 
found that mild hearing loss doubled de-
mentia risk, moderate loss tripled demen-
tia risk, and people with a severe hearing 
impairment were five times more likely to 
develop dementia.
THE LINKS BETWEEN HEARING 
AND HEALTH

“Brain scans show us that hearing loss may 
contribute to a faster rate of atrophy in the 
brain,” Lin says. Hearing loss also contrib-
utes to social isolation. You may not want 
to be with people as much, and when you 
are you may not engage in conversation as 
much. These factors may then contribute 
to dementia.”

As you walk, your ears pick up subtle 
cues that help with balance. Hearing loss 
mutes these important signals, Lin notes. 
“It also makes your brain work harder just 
to process sound. This subconscious mul-
titasking may interfere with some of the 
mental processing needed to walk safely.”
HEARING AID MYTHS THAT 
HOLD YOU BACK

“Hearing aids help most people who try 
them,” Lin says. “And in those people, they 
can make all the difference in the world— 
allowing people to reengage with friends 
and family and to be more involved again.” 
Although nearly 27 million Americans age 
50 and older have hearing loss, only one in 
seven uses a hearing aid. If you think your 
hearing has diminished, it’s worth making 
an appointment with a hearing specialist 
or audiologist for a hearing check, Lin says. 
If you have hearing loss, don’t let the fol-
lowing myths keep you from getting help 
today.
“My hearing’s not that bad.”

Hearing aid users wait, on average, 10 
years before getting help for hearing loss. 
But during that time, communication with 
loved ones becomes more difficult, and 
isolation and health risks increase. “Our 
findings emphasized just how important it 

is to be proactive in addressing any hear-
ing declines over time,” says Lin.
“Wearing hearing aids means I’m 
old, and I’m not ready for that.”

It’s normal to feel worried that hearing 
loss means you’re aging—and to want to 
hide it. Plenty of people with a hearing 
impairment sit silently rather than joining 
in conversations and activities, because 
they fear that hearing problems will make 
them seem helpless or less than compe-
tent. The truth: Connecting with others 
can help your brain stay younger and keep 
you involved with life.
“I don’t like the way hearing aids 
look. Everyone will notice them.”

Forget the old days of big, whistling 
earpieces. Today’s hearing aids and co-
chlear implants are smaller (and less 
conspicuous) than ever before. Even ce-
lebrities (like former president Bill Clin-
ton, Former NFL Coach Sam Wyche, and 
Football Hall of Famer Mike Singletary) 
are wearing them proudly.
“I heard that hearing aids are diffi-
cult to use.”

There is a breaking-in period as you—
and your central auditory system and 
brain— adjust to life with hearing aids. 
That’s why most doctors and hearing cen-
ters include a trial period, so you can be 
sure the type you’ve chosen— whether it’s 
a miniature behind-the-ear model or one 
that fits into your ear—is right for you. 

48 MILLION AT RISK
Are you one of them?

Do you sometimes find conversation 
difficult?

Do you ask others to repeat or give the 
wrong answers?

Do others seem to mumble?
Do you hear, but not understand what 

is being said?
Do you ever avoid situations because 

you can’t hear well enough to enjoy them?
If you answered YES to at least 2 ques-

tions, then you need to get a FREE Hear-
ing Test.

CALL TODAY to set-up your No Ob-
ligation Consultation: 904-373-5803

SOLUTION
A hearing test should be scheduled 

right away. Hearing specialists and audiol-
ogists will be able to diagnose the hearing 
loss and prescribe the proper treatment. 
Call Ponte Vedra Hearing Associates to-
day to schedule your FREE Hearing Test 
and No-Obligation Consultation at 904-
373-5803.

Source: The Hidden Risks of Hearing Loss. 
(n.d.). Retrieved August 23, 2019, from http://
www.hopkinsmedicine.org/ health/healthy_ag-
ing/healthy_body/ the-hidden-risks-of-hearing-
loss

The Hidden Risks of 
Hearing Loss 

from Johns Hopkins Medicine

IIC 
Invisible-in-canal

CALL 904-373-5803
TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT!

»Nationally Known 
 
 

Hearing Aid Expert 
Jerry Howard will be 

demonstrating the 
NEWEST Advancements 

in hearing technology. 

USE IT or LOSE IT!
COMMUNICATION OCCURS IN THE BRAIN
When we lose our ability to hear, the ear 
stops sending needed information to the 
brain, affecting the ability to understand 
what is being said.

Auditory Deprivation can impair the way 
the brain processes sound.

The solution is hearing aids—sending the 
correct information to the brain, protecting 
its vital ability to understand.

UNTREATED HEARING LOSS MAY LEAD TO DEMENTIA

FINANCING AVAILABLE, CALL FOR DETAILS.

Ear Canal

Eardrum

Cochlea

Auditory 
Nerve

VALUABLE COUPON VALUABLE COUPON

Join us December 16th, 17th, & 18th

01H111219

Hearing tests are for hearing aid selection only & not for medical diagnosis of hearing loss. Symptoms of hearing loss & results from hearing aid use will differ due to duration & 
severity of loss. *Expires 12/31/19. **Invisibility based on ear anatomy.

• Do you HEAR, but DON’T understand? • Do people seem to mumble?
• Do you ask others to repeat themselves?

STOP IGNORING THE WARNING SIGNS!

$995 Per 
Ear

Open House Event Offer

* Invisible
CIC Hearing 

Aids
Fits up to a 30dB loss. One Coupon Per Customer. 

May not be combined with other coupons,  
offers or promotions. Expires 12/31/19.

At this event you will receive:
• FREE hearing test & consultation

•  FREE inspection of your ears. Your
hearing condition may just be wax!

•  FREE demonstration of the amazing
Miniscopic iQ wireless hearing aids. See
for yourself how far technology has come!

$798
This is 100% custom digital 

instrument automatically adjusts 
to enhance speech clarity and 
manages background noise.

Trade in old hearing 

aids for an upgrade

THE WAIT IS OVER!
100% DIGITAL THAT’S AFFORDABLE

Not to be combined with any other offer.  
Previous purchases excluded. Expires 12/31/19

01H111219

PER 
AID

JERRY HOWARD
H.A.S, BC-HIS

Board Certified 
Hearing Specialist

3 DAYS 

ONLY!

$1000 OFF
BEST of the BEST

2019

of Ponte Vedra 

pontevedrarecorder.com

Recorder
Not your average newspaper, not your average reader

PONTE VEDRA

330 A1A N Ste. 325
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 

904.373.5803
www.pontevedrahearing.comPAID ADVERTISEMENT

4475 US1 South Suite #201
St. Augustine, FL 32086  

(across from Mayo Primary Care)

904.679.5106
www.staugustinehearing.com

VALUABLE COUPON

01H111219

$1000
CASH FOR CLUNKERS

OFF
Trade in old hearing aids for 

upgrade. Receive a $1000 trade-in 
value towards your next retail 

purchase, no matter the condition.
Some restrictions may apply. Please call our office 

for full details. Expires 12/31/19
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BusinessWeekly
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2019

New luxury living 
apartment community 

holds ribbon cutting  
Page 40

By Christine Rodenbaugh

Economist Mark Vitner said those who 
were nervous about the November jobs 
report, anticipating a jobs gain of about 
180,000, were pleasantly surprised Friday 
morning. In a Dec. 6 news release, the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported 
total nonfarm payroll employment rose 
by 266,000 in November, and the unem-
ployment rate was little changed at 3.5%. 
Notable job gains occurred in health care 
and in professional and technical services. 
Employment rose in manufacturing, 
reflecting the return of workers from a 
strike.

Vitner, managing director and senior 
economist at Wells Fargo Securities was 
the keynote speaker at the Dec. 6 Eco-
nomic Development Council Quarterly 
Breakfast at the Renaissance, St. Augus-
tine Resort in World Golf Village. The 
strong jobs report was the starting point 
for Vitner’s topic, “Economics, A Look 
Ahead.”

“There are a lot of positive things going 
on in our economy right now,” he told the 

filled meeting room. 
The national unemployment rate in 

October was 3.6% nationwide and 3.2% in 
Florida. The St. Johns County unemploy-

ment rate in September was lower than 
both at 2.5%. Vitner said employment 
growth remains very strong.

He said recession fears topped out in 

August. It’s been more than 10 years since 
the last recession ― the longest span ever 
in the U.S. He said in the last recession 
everything was tied to housing. Consum-
ers went from too optimistic to too cau-
tious and, in 2007, the Fed raised interest 
rates higher than people expected. There 
were other factors related to real estate 
that contributed to the last recession, as 
well.

“It’s kind of hard for me to see a reces-
sion… even kind of far out there,” he said. 
“Barring unforeseen events like a war.”

He said the Fed has set a very high bar 
to raise interest rates, and we may see one 
more rate cut in March. Vitner anticipates 
interest rates will remain relatively low. 

“Our (U.S.) economy is the strongest 
advanced economy in the world,” he said.

He also reported households are in 
strong economic shape today, and that in-
cludes gaining strength in the bottom 40% 
of the earning spectrum. 

“That’s important because those folks 
spend more of their paycheck,” Vitner 

‘Economy seems to have strong momentum’

By Christine Rodenbaugh

About 30 people attended the Dec. 4 
meeting of the St. Johns County Chamber of 
Commerce Tourism and Hospitality Council 
meeting at Our Lady of La Leche National 
Shrine at Mission Nombre de Dios to learn 
more about Vilano Beach Town Center being 
designated as a Florida Trail Town.

Sallie O’Hara, executive director of the 
Vilano Beach Main Street organization, and 
Vivian Browning, president, talked about 
plans to implement a 10-foot wide multi-use 
trail along Florida A1A from Vilano to Ponte 
Vedra Beach. A $150,000 grant has been 
secured to conduct a feasibility study in June 
for the stretch of A1A. The trail is intended to 
provide access for cycling, paddling, eques-
trian and hiking activities and augment acces-
sibility to the town center to anchor Vilano 
Beach as a destination trail town.

O’Hara and Browning are focused on local 

trails, but also want to be sure the stretch from 
Ponte Vedra Beach to Vilano Beach is includ-
ed in the bigger picture. The East Coast Gre-
enway is a walking and biking route stretching 
3,000 miles from Maine to Florida, connecting 
the nation’s most populated corridor. The trail 
is designed to transform the 15 states and 450 
communities it connects through active and 
healthy lifestyles, sustainable transportation, 
community engagement, climate resilience, 
tourism and positive economic impact.

Locally, the River to Sea Loop would be 
an optional route that takes travelers inland 
and links five counties ― St. Johns, Putnam, 
Flagler, Volusia and Brevard. The loop is  
260 miles of non-motorized trails. The por-
tion of the trail from East Palatka along State 
Road 207 to the trail head at Vermont Heights 
is complete. Another segment on Anastasia 
Island is also complete from Pope Road  

Tourism and Hospitality Council 
meets at Mission Nombre de Dios

Photo by Christine Rodenbaugh
Mark Vitner, managing director and senior economist at Wells Fargo Securities, speaks during 
an Economic Development Council Quarterly Breakfast Dec. 6 at the Renaissance, St. Augustine 
Resort in World Golf Village.

Kathy Deagan (foreground) led a tour of the oldest foundation of a stone church in 
America dating back to 1678 after the Tourism and Hospitality Council meeting held at 
Our Lady of La Leche National Shrine.

TOURISM continues on Page 39

ECONOMY continues on Page 39

RIGHT: Sallie O’Hara, execu-
tive director of Vilano Beach 

Main Street, and Vivian 
Browning, president of 

Vilano Beach Main Street, 
presented information 

about multi-use trails at the 
St. Johns County Chamber 
of Commerce Tourism and 

Hospitality Council meeting.

Photos by Christine Rodenbaugh
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www.liberatejax.com    (904)-999-HOPE (4673)
Two locations to serve you:

This holiday season give yourself  
and a friend the gift of health

MEDICAL MARIJUANA 
CERTIFICATIONS

This holiday season give yourself  
and a friend the gift of health

MEDICAL MARIJUANA 
CERTIFICATIONS

New Patient or New Transferring Patient Exams 
for you and a friend or family member.

New Patient or New Transferring Patient Exams 
for you and a friend or family member.

Expires Dec. 31, 2019. Must present coupon for discount. Expires Dec. 31, 2019. Must present coupon for discount.

$25 OFF $25 OFF

Orange Park
664 Kingsley Ave., Ste 104

Jacksonville
14255 Beach Blvd. #300

Assisted Living & Memory Care

The Care, The People,

Happy Holidays
from the management team at

The Palms!

Call Today!  

904.686.3700
palmsatpontevedra.com

405 Solana Road, 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

Assisted Living & Memory Care

Independent Lifestyle

said. “I think the holidays will really 
surprise people on the upside,” indicat-
ing consumer confidence is strong.

Local dignitaries seated at the 
president’s table included State Rep-
resentative Cyndi Stevenson, District 

2 Commissioner Jeb Smith, District 5 
Commissioner Henry Dean, Police Chief 
Barry Fox, Airport Authority Board 
Member Suzanne Green and Property 
Appraiser Eddie Creamer. St. Johns 
County Chamber of Commerce President 
and CEO Isabelle Renault made open-
ing remarks and announcements. EDC 
Chairman Mike Koppenhafer served as 
emcee. Adam Gregory delivered the in-

vocation and Todd Neville led the Pledge 
of Allegiance. Victor Raymos presented 
sponsor remarks and introduced keynote 
speaker, Mark Vitner.

For more information, visit sjcccham-
ber.com, call (904) 829-5681 or email 
info@sjcchamber.com email. To opt-in 
for SMS text messages regarding events 
and important Chamber information, text 
SJCC to 313131.

south along Mickler Boulevard to B 
Street. The segment that will connect 
those two trails is partially funded for 
preconstruction, and will follow along 
the railway east to King Street, over the 
Bridge of Lions then south on Anastasia 
Island to Pope Road.

O’Hara and Browning are working 
with St. Johns County and the City of 
St. Augustine to ensure Vilano connects 
to the trails through the new “peanut” 
intersection at May Street, or by water 
taxi between the Vilano Pier and the City 
Docks. Both women have experience 
working with federal, state and local enti-
ties to achieve goals.

“The way to get things done is through 
consensus, compromise and keep moving 
forward,” Browning said.

When the meeting concluded, attendees 
were invited to tour an active archaeologi-
cal dig on the Mission grounds. Kathy 
Deagan, professor of archaeology at the 
University of Florida, retired, led the tour 
of the oldest foundation of a stone church 
in America dating back to 1678. The eight-
week dig produced artifacts from Native 
Americans and European settlers, reveal-
ing where the monks stored their wine. 

For more information, visit www.
vilanobeachfl.com, www.eastcoastgreen-
way.com or the Chamber of Commerce 
website at www.sjcchamber.com.

Tourism
Continued from 38

Economy
Continued from 38
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The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce and Jacksonville 
Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting Dec. 3 for the 
new Sentosa Beachwalk Luxury Apartment Living commu-
nity. The apartments feature one, two and three bedroom 
floor plans, and the community features a resort-inspired 
pool with cabanas, fire pit with outdoor lounge, 24/7 fitness 
center, on-site car wash and vacuum, card room and billiards 
table, resident lounge with kitchen, basketball and pickle-
ball courts, dog park, beach volleyball court, access to the 
Beachwalk Crystal Lagoon and more, including two children’s 
playgrounds and controlled access to the gated community.
Photos by Susan Griffin

RIBBON CUTTING HELD AT NEW LUXURY LIVING APARTMENTS
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By Christine Rodenbaugh

When artist Matthew Cutter looks at a 
weathered, whitewashed frame structure, 
he sees more than an old house. In his 
mind’s eye, he sees the “temperature” 
of every shade of white ― the light, the 
shadow, the contrast. Then he finds the 
composition in a part of the scene that 
will draw the viewer in and evoke emo-
tion. Further, Cutter has the ability to 
translate his vision onto canvas in oil or 
acrylic. 

Cutter & Cutter Fine Art in St. Augus-
tine hosted an artist’s reception Dec. 6 
to reveal some of Cutter’s new works, 
including “Seasoned,” a 15×20 acrylic 
on crescent board that won Best of Show 
in the National Oil & Acrylic Painters’ 
Society’s 2019 Best of America National 
Juried Exhibition. He noticed the build-
ing on a family trip to Tennessee and 
knew he had to paint it. His goal was to 
capture a site that was once a vibrant part 
of the community, but now sat abandoned 
and in disrepair.

“I was quite happy with the end result, 
juxtaposing warms and cools, darks 
against lights, and hopefully pulling out 
an emotional connection for the viewer,” 
Cutter remarked on the NOAPS website.

Maryanne Jenner attended the recep-
tion to view Cutter’s most recent works. 
She has three of his paintings hanging in 
her St. Augustine home. 

“His work is peaceful and serene,” she 
said. “It draws you in and makes you feel 
good. I need that in my life.”

While Cutter paints mostly landscapes 
and seascapes, his style, technique and 
medium changes depending on the situa-
tion. He stretches from realism to impres-
sionism, then further to abstract. 

“I’m not trying to make it look like a 
photo,” Cutter said. “I try to put how I 
feel into it.”

Michael and Nada Burleson began 
collecting Cutter’s work about three 
years ago, describing his early work as 
“very vivid.” One of their pieces is of an 
approaching storm. “I liked the way the 
sky and ocean contrast with each other,” 
Michael Burleson said.

Local artist makes great impression

On Friday, Dec. 13, Go Art will offer 
an evening of short, one-off Dungeons & 
Dragons games to introduce D&D to the 
curious while engaging with professional  
artist Ron Vellucci. The event will take 
place from 7 to 8 p.m. at Butterfield 
Garage Art Gallery, 137 King St., St. 
Augustine. The cost is $10.

Ron Vellucci is a sculptor of elegant, 
playful mixed media sculpture. When he 

won Best in Show at a Florida Artist’s 
Group annual exhibition, judge Stephen 
Knudsen, of Savannah College of Art 
and Design said, “Clearly the piece is a 
signifier of a stainless-steel portal. If the 
door opened its moving panels would 
be as complicated as gears in a clock. A 
bit of Zoomorphic looking slice of wood 
and found ammonite seemed to me to be 
signifiers of the natural world in relation-

ship with the polished, the artificial, and 
the future.”

The Dec. 13 event will be family-
friendly, encouraging families to enjoy 
the art gallery through an evening of 
games inspired by Vellucci’s art. His 
works will invite people of all ages to 
share what they see in their imagina-
tions after looking at the art and creating 
storylines inspired by it. At the same time, 

adults will appreciate the quality and 
depth of content present in his sculptures. 
Go Art will partner with Emerald Dragon 
Games of Fleming Island to bring the 
unique family night of art and games to 
Butterfield Garage Art Gallery.

For more information, visit www.
eventbrite.com/e/family-night-dungeons-
dragons-with-artist-ron-vellucci-tickets-
82051701849?aff=ebdssbdestsearch.

Go Art to present Family Night D&D with artist Ron Vellucci

RIGHT: Matthew Cutter does a demonstration painting.

CUTTER continues on Page 42

Photos by Christine Rodenbaugh
Michael Burleson (right) and Nada Burleson (center) met local artist Matthew Cutter about three years ago and began collecting his work. They 
attended the Dec. 6 artist’s reception at Cutter & Cutter Fine Art in St. Augustine.

Photo provided by Cutter & Cutter Fine Art
“Seasoned” by Matthew Cutter won Best of Show in the 
National Oil & Acrylic Painters’ Society’s 2019 Best of 
America National Juried Exhibition.
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EPISCOPAL
SCHOOL of JACKSONVILLE

Episcopal School of Jacksonville and 
Beaches Episcopal School will merge 

on July 1, 2020.
For 2020-2021 admissions information for PreK-6, please contact 

Ashley Davis at adavis@beachesepiscopalschool.org. 
Open House dates: November 14 and January 23

For 2020-2021 admissions information for grades 6-12, please contact 
admissions@esj.org. 

Open House dates: November 5 and January 14. 

Families enrolling for the 2020-2021 school year and beyond 
will be enrolled in Episcopal School of Jacksonville.

www.esj.org  •  www.beachesepiscopalschool.org 

280 Ponte Vedra Blvd.  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082  |  904.285.6927  |  www.pvclubrealty.com

Buy with Confidence. Sell with Success. Invest with Results.

JUST LISTED

cell 904.234.8812 
sconnolly@pvclubrealty.com

cell 904.762.8735 
rconnolly@pvclubrealty.com

connollyhomesfl.com

Harbour Island 
$4,550,000
Located within Marsh Landing, this is a rare 
opportunity to own the most sought after 
waterfront in the exclusive enclave of Harbour Island 
complete with 50’ deep water marina slip. 1.75 
acres of immaculate park-like grounds with main 
house, guest cottage and caretaker apartment.  
MLS 1026859

On Saturday, Dec. 7, 
Cutter was in the gallery for 
a live painting demonstra-
tion. “It’s pretty fun to paint 
in front of people,” Cutter 
said. “In some ways, I think 
you concentrate more.” 

View Matthew Cutter’s 
exhibition in St. Augustine 
through Dec. 31. His work 
can be seen at both loca-
tions throughout the year. 
Cutter & Cutter Fine Art galleries are located at 25 King St. in St. Augustine and Saw-
grass Village Shopping Center, 333 Village Main St. in Ponte Vedra Beach. For more 
information, visit cutterandcutter.com.

Photo provided by Cutter & Cutter Fine Art
“Moonrise on the Marsh” by Matthew Cutter. Oil on linen, 48x60.

Cutter
Continued from 41
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Beaches Fine Arts Series will present 
17-year-old Daniela Liebman, Mexican 
concert pianist, in a free concert 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 13 at St. Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal 
Church. 

The doors of the church at 1150 N. 5th 
St., Jacksonville Beach will open at 6:45 
p.m., with seating first come, first served. 
A reception will follow the concert, with 
a beautiful art exhibit by Michele D. Lee. 
This concert is sponsored by Publix Super 
Market Charities.

Liebman has rapidly established herself 
as an artist of eloquence, poise, and nu-
ance, since her debut at age 8 with the 
Aguascalientes Symphony. Liebman has 
performed with more than 25 orchestras 
on four continents. In 2016 and 2017, she 
was named one of the “40 Most Cre-
ative Mexicans in the World” by Forbes 
Mexico. In 2018, she was again named one 
of Forbes Mexico’s “100 Most Creative 
and Powerful Women,” and was invited 
to Forbes’ reveal of its 2018 edition of 
Creativos Mexicanos, celebrating extraor-
dinary Mexican leaders in the arts. She has 
been interviewed by Amy Poehler’s “Smart 
Girls,” is featured in GQ Mexico and Van-
ity Fair, and is the recipient of Mexico’s 
2014 Nacional Premio de Juventud.

 Committed to sharing her love of music 
with others, Daniela frequently participates 

in talkbacks with piano students of all ages 
and backgrounds, and will conduct several 
classes during her time in residence with 
BFAS. Her dedication to celebrating her 
heritage through creative programming 
reflects in her musical and cultural ambas-
sadorship, notably at Harvard University’s 
2018 Mexico Conference.
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The Choice for Healthcare 
in Ponte Vedra

• Same Day Appointments
• FAA & DOT Physicals
• Entire Family Care
• Well Women & PAP Exams
• Dietary Education

Services Offered:

Eric Norenberg, M.D.
Family Medicine

Razvan Balotescu, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Nancy Stark, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Jelisse Marrero, APRN
Nurse Practitioner

228 Ponte Vedra Park Drive, Suite 500, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082    |    www.MillenniumPhysician.com

Call (904) 273-1180 to schedule 
your appointment today.

 
Same Day   

Appointments  
& Walk-ins
Welcome! 

Your Connection to a Healthier Life

R

We Accept Medicare,
Medicare Advantage, Blue 
Select & Most Other Insurances.

PV3-LV45888
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• Professionally installed
wall-to-wall carpet

• Large assortment of
in-stock area rugs
including Dash & Albert,
Karastan, Nourison

• Sisal, Seagrass, Jute
• Custom sized carpets

and rug pads

Concert pianist Daniela Liebman to hold 
free concert at St. Paul’s by-the-Sea

Photo provided by Beaches Fine Arts Series

DEDICATED TO EXCELLENT RESULTS

© 2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and
the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

2016 Leading Edge Society Member - Top 7%

Janet Westling,
REALTOR®, GRI, CIPS
904.813.1913 Cell
www.janetwestling.com
Janet.Westling@bhhsfnr.com P
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SOUTHERN DREAM, PONTE VEDRA STYLE!
When the current owners decided to repaint and redesign their 
beautiful home they took their inspiration from The Southern 
Dream, 2019 , Idea House on Cranes Island, Florida. Step inside 
24600 Deer Trace Drive and experience our Southern Dream, 
Ponte Vedra Style! Just like Cranes Island our majestic home 
lives large on 1.73 acres, with stunning water views that lead to 
the Intracoastal waterway surrounded by sweeping oak trees and 
natural palms. This splendid home features over 5900 square 
feet of beautifully designed space for entertaining and refined 
ease that combines comfortable spaces in a classic blue and 
white design. With four fireplaces, an amazing chefs kitchen & 
an apartment for family or friends to stay, this magnificent home 
is offered for $1,399,000.
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Sports Send your sports news to 

pvrecorder@opcfla.com

By Paris Moulden

For Ponte Vedra Beach resident Myra 
Baglos, golf is more than a passion, it’s a 
symbol of an unbreakable bond. 

So, when she finally accomplished one 
of her biggest golf goals, making a hole in 
one, it’s no surprise her biggest supporters 
were there to witness it — one physically 
and one spiritually.

Balgos aced the No. 14, par-3 hole with 
a 7-iron at the Windy Harbor Golf Club 
in Mayport on Nov. 23, which happened 
to be her parents’ anniversary. Her mom, 
also an avid golfer, was with her on that 
special day. Her dad, who loved the game 
as well, had passed away in 2007, but 
Myra knew he was with her as well. 

“Golf has been a way of bringing the 
family together,” Balgos said.  

Balgos’ passion for golf began in earnest 
in 2000. Her family owns a time share in 
New Smyrna Beach where Balgos and her 
three sisters, including a twin, decided it 
might be fun to try out the local links. 

“We were just swinging, not knowing 
how to hit,” Balgos said. “I got excited 
because my ball shanked, but I hit a shed.”

Balgos said she felt bad for the unhappy 
group playing behind them because of 
their slow play, but the passion for the 
sport was awakened. One of her sisters 
had connections to Deercreek Golf Club, 
so they took a course on the fundamentals 
of golf and spent more and more time at 
the range. 

But as time passed, the foursome began 

to split up, as two of Balgos’ sisters 
married and moved away, and her other 
sister didn’t get to play often. So, Balgos 
decided it was time to get the parents 
involved. 

As Mother’s Day and Father’s Day 
gifts, she bought her parents golf attire 
and took them to the Palm Valley golf 
course to teach them what she knew. 

And the passion for the game spread. 
“My dad is such a perfectionist, he 

ended up taking lessons for a whole year 
before actually playing on a real course,” 
Balgos said. 

But that training paid off. The first time 
Balgos played a round with her dad, he 
shot an 88. 

Since then, whenever her sisters would 
come to town, there would be family 
gatherings for golf outings. The husbands 
and boyfriends of the sisters would play 

with Myra’s dad, while the sisters would 
play with their mom, and afterwards, they 
would all have dinner together.

“I can just remember my dad saying 
how much he appreciated the family 
bonding, and how we all got together 
because of golf,” Balgos said. 

But as much as Balgos’ enjoyed the 
family golf outings, she was ready to take 
her game to another level. She became 
involved in what was then the Executive 
Women’s Golf Association, which put on 
monthly events and gave her the chance to 
playing more regularly, and competitively. 

“That was a big impact on my game,” 
Balgos said. “You don’t feel intimidated. 
They invite all women golfers of all 
levels.”

The group eventually was taken over 
by the LPGA, becoming part of the LPGA 
Amateur Golf Association, and Balgos im-

proved her competitive play, so much so 
she accomplished one of her other biggest 
goals: playing a tournament in California. 

Balgos advanced through the local and 
regional qualifying tournaments of the 
LPGA Amateur Golf Association Cham-
pionships and, in October, she ended up 
playing in the finals at the famed Mission 
Hills Resort in Rancho Mirage, California.  

“That was one of my goals” she said. 
“I’d never played in California and 
wanted to play in California.”

The first round of the tournament started 
off rocky, with Balgos shooting a 95, but 
she said because of that, she was able to 
relax and feel less pressured on Day 2. 

“I like to compete, it’s just fighting the 
nerves that I need to get better at,” Balgos 
said.

The family that plays together stays together

Photo provided by Myra Balgos
Myra Balgos (from left), with twin sister Myrna Sharma, mom Purisima Balgos, older sister Marina Kasper and younger sister Rebecca Canzian.

Rich Thompson, Chairman of the TaxSlayer Gator 
Bowl, recently announced Indiana will play Tennessee 
in the Jan. 2 TaxSlayer Gator Bowl, the 75th playing of 
the game. The last meeting between these two teams in 
postseason play was in 1988 at the Peach Bowl.

“We are very excited to welcome Indiana and Tennes-
see to Jacksonville for the 75th annual TaxSlayer Gator 
Bowl,,” Thompson said. “It will be a tremendous match-
up and we are excited to host these two top-notch teams 
and their players, coaches and fans in our city for a great 
week of activities celebrating both programs’ successful 
seasons.”

The Tennessee Volunteers finished this season with a 
7-5 record and will serve as the Southeastern Confer-
ence representative. They will be making their seventh 
appearance in the TaxSlayer Gator Bowl. The Vols’ last 
appearance was in the 2015 Gator Bowl game against 
Iowa. 

The Indiana Hoosiers, the Big Ten Conference repre-
sentative, finished their regular season with an overall 
record of 8-4. This will be the Hoosiers’ first appearance 
in Jacksonville for the TaxSlayer Gator Bowl.

“Playing in the historic TaxSlayer Gator Bowl is a 
great opportunity for our team,” Indiana Athletic Direc-

tor Fred Glass said. “Earning an invitation to our first 
ever Florida bowl game is a reflection of the hard work 
of our players and staff, and yet another remarkable 
achievement, in a season of remarkable achievements. 
We greatly look forward to bringing Hoosier Nation to 
Jacksonville, competing against a high quality opponent 
in the Tennessee Volunteers, and having the opportunity 
to be TaxSlayer Gator Bowl champions.”

The 75th Annual TaxSlayer Bowl will be played at  
7 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 2, at TIAA Bank Field and will 
be nationally televised on ESPN. Tickets and bowl infor-
mation are available at www.taxslayergatorbowl.com.

Tennessee, Indiana to face off in Gator Bowl Nov. 2

Saying rings true for 
Ponte Vedra resident 
when it comes to golf

BALGOS continues on Page 46



Three ways to visit us online...

1102 A1A N., Unit 108
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904.285.8831

CANADIAN PHARMACY. We can
BEAT your CO-PAY! Save up to
80%. Prescription Required. Call
Today 1-877-755-8412

***ESTATE SALES BY***
***FAYE & ASSOCIATES***

The Coves, TPC - 6515 Burnham
Circle - January 18th & 19th
9am-3pm. House and garage loaded
with like new furniture and something
for everyone. Check estatesales.net
for pictures & descriptions.

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

COMPUTER ISSUES? Free Diagnosis
by Geeks On Site! Virus Removal,Data
Recovery! 24/7 Emergency Serv-
ice,In-home repair On line

solutions$20OFF. 1-855-993-4172

Computers
& Equipment

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-800-726-2194

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions
apply 1-800-496-2603

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You
And Your Family May Be Entitled To
Significant Cash Award. No Risk. No
Money Out of Pocket. For Information
Call 855-488-8843

Medicare doesn't cover all of your
medical expenses. A Medicare Supple-
mental Plan can help cover costs that
Medicare does not. Get a free quote
today by calling now. "Hours: 24/7.
1-800-866-3027

Health Service/
Medical

Hughes Net Satellite Internet -
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get
More Data FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. WiFi
built in! FREE Standard Installa-
tion for lease customers! Limited

Time, Call 1-855-485-4101

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Erections Immedi-
ately. Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently &
Safely. Guaranteed Results. FDA
L icensed.  F ree  Brochure .
1-800-354-3944 www.DrJoelKaplan

.com

Satellite Sales
& Service

Do you use a CPAP machine for sleep
apnea? Get your FDA approved CPAP
machine and supplies at little or no
cost!Free sleep supplement and sleep

guide included! Call 844-359-1121

Diagnosed with LUNG CANCER in
the past 2 years? Were you an
INDUSTRIAL or CONSTRUCTION
TRADESMAN? You and your family
may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT
CASH AWARD. Call 877-638-5582

for your risk free consultation.

Have $10K In Debt? Credit Cards.
Medical Bills. Personal Loans. Be
Debt Free in 24-48 Months. Call
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! Know
Your Options. Get a FREE debt

relief quote: Call 1-866-465-4307

Earthlink High Speed
Internet. As Low

As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink

Today 1-877-929-1176

Water Damage. Dealing with water
damage requires immediate action.
Local professionals that respond
immediately. Nationwide and 24/7.
No mold calls. Call today!
1-800-730-6976

Struggling with
DRUGS or ALCOHOL?
Addicted to PILLS? Talk to someone
who cares. Call The Addiction Hope
& Help Line for a free assessment.
1-866-786-9980

Stay in your home longer with an
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1500 off, including a
free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation: Call us at
1-855-501-2042

Home
Improvements

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids.
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear
Sound. If you decide to keep it,
PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE
Shipping. Call Hearing Help Ex-
press 1- 877-442-6921

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions

apply. Call 1-855-895-7245

Behind on your MORTGAGE?
Denied a Loan Modification?
Bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner Protection
Services now! New laws are in
effect that may help. Call Now
1-844-720-2118

Financial
Service

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-
Registered. Crisp, clear sound,
state of-the-art features & no
audiologist needed. Try it RISK

FREE for 45 Days!
CALL 1-855-504-5893

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?You
and Your Family May Be Entitled to
Significant Cash Award. Call
1-855-635-9214 for Information. No
Risk. No Money Out of Pocket.

Get Your Medical Marijuana Card.
Call today to qualify. ST. Augustine
9 0 4 - 2 9 9 - 5 3 0 0 .  G a i n e s v i l l e
352-306-0220.Orlando 407-755-1022,
321-247-7667 Tampa 813-756-0091

FT. Myers 239-236-5311.

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company for 
details. NOT just a discount plan, 
REAL coverage for 350 procedures. 
855-404-2263 or http://www.dental 
50plus.com/cpf Ad# 6118

DIREC TV CHOICE All-Included
Package. Over 185 Channels! ONLY
$45/month (for 24 mos.) Call Now
-Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE! CALL
1-877-808-9508 Ask Us How To
Bundle & Save!

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

Satellite Sales
& Service

Health Service/
MedicalBUSINESSBUSINESS

SERVICESSERVICES

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON

CALL APRIL SNYDER
904-285-8831 ext. 3937

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM
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Message to Advertisers:
All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 
the fi rst week of publication. We will only apply credit 
for the fi rst run and credits are subject to approval by 
the Publisher. If ad is cancelled prior to fi rst insertion, 
cancellation must be made by the classifi ed deadline 
of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services) www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.
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1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
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We have Clinics STATEWIDE. Medi-
cal Marijuana Clinics, call today!Call
1-833-420-0421

Denied Social Security Disability?
Appeal! If you're50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attorneys can help
get you approved! Nomoney out of
pocket! Call 855-550-4744

"A SENIOR LOVE STORY" By
Richard Corey. After having a
badstroke, I wrote to help others
with struggling health. Nice re-
view ArizonaAARP. Amazon
Books.

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All vehi-
cles 2000 and Newer! Any Condi-
tion.Running or Not. Competitive
Offer! Free Towing! We're Nation-
wide! CallNow: 1-800-761-9396.

CASH PAYOUT? 70 years old and
kids are grown! Do you need that
lifeinsurance or is a big life
settlement cash payout smarter? Call
Benefit AdvanceNow for more info.
1-866-251-2882

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped
over a million families find senior
living. Our trusted, local advisors
help find solutions to your unique
needs at no cost to you.

1-877-505-5169

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-855-836-8564

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-800-726-2194

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars!
Junk, high-end, totaled it doesn't
matter! Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 1-833-238-0340

AFFORDABLE NEW SIDING!
Beautify your home! Save on
monthly energy bills with beautiful
NEW SIDING from 1800Remodel! Up

to 18 months no interest.
Restrictions apply
1-855-361-3532

Send a box full of winter sunshine
this holiday season! Hand-picked.
Mixed fruit medley. Satisfaction
guaranteed. SAVE 20%! Only $19.99.
Free Shipping. Call Pittman & Davis
1-877-625-5042 and mention item
#MXFM and code PMVH-N191 or
visit www.www.pitmandavis.com/M
10128 (m)

Autos For Sale
Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobi-
lity with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free inf

Home
Improvements

Cross Country Moving, Long
distance Moving Company, out of
state move. $799 Long Distance
Movers. Get Free quote on your
Long distance move 1-800-978-4744

SAVE ON YOUR
NEXT PRESCRIPTION!
World Health Link. Price Match
Guarantee! Prescriptions Required.
CIPA Certified
Over 1500 medication
1-844-751-4067 Call Now!

Unable to work due to injury or 
illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., 
Social Security Disability Attorneys!
FREE Evaluation. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide. 1-855-399-1237! (Mail: 
2420 N St NW, Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. FL., TX/NM Bar.

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONDo you use a CPAP machine for
sleep apnea? Get your FDA ap-
proved CPAP machine and supplies
at little or no cost!Free sleep
supplement and sleep guide inclu-
ded! Call 844-359-1121

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Call 1-855-895-7245

Legal Service

Attention Viagra users: Generic 100 
mg blue pills or Generic 20 mg 
yellow pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + 
S/H. Guaranteed, no prescription 
n e c e s s a r y .  C a l l  T o d a y 
1-855-594-6030

Satellite Sales
& Service

Become a Published Author. We
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Call for Free
Author`s Guide 1-844-218-1247. http:/

/dorranceinfo.com/florida

Medical Supplies
Medicare doesn't cover all of your
medical expenses. A Medicare Sup-
plemental Plan can help cover costs
that Medicare does not. Get a free
quote today by calling now. "Hours:
24/7. 1-800-866-3027

AVIATION CAREERS - Hands on
training for career opportunities in
aviation, manufacturing and more.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Job placement assistance. Call AIM
866-314-5838

Behind on your MORTGAGE?
Denied a Loan Modification?
Bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner Protection
Services now! New laws are in
effect that may help. Call Now
1-844-720-2118

COMPUTER ISSUES? Free Diagno-
sis by Geeks On Site! Virus
Removal,Data Recovery! 24/7 Emer-
gency Service,In-home repair On line
solutions 1-855-993-4172

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

Computers
& Equipment

Diagnosed with LUNG CANCER in
the past 2 years? Were you an
INDUSTRIAL or CONSTRUCTION
TRADESMAN? You and your family
may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT
CASH AWARD. Call 877-638-5582
for your risk free consultation.

AVIATION CAREERS - Hands on
training for career opportunities
inaviation, manufacturing and more.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Jobplacement assistance. Call AIM
866-314-5838

Send Fairytale Brownies - Over 25%
off for the holidays! Christmas Brownie
Bliss - 36 pc. Bite-size. Belgian
chocolate. Six flavors. Only $39.95 +
FREE shipping. Order now, ship later!
Call 1-855-838-6710 and ask for item
CR436L or
visit www.brownies.com/m97189

Unable to work due to injury or
illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.,
Social Security Disability Attorneys!
FREE Evaluation. Local Attorneys
Nationwide. 1-855-399-1237! (Mail:
2420 N St NW, Washington DC.
Office: Broward Co. FL., TX/NM Bar.

Schools /
Instructional

Financial
Service

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for [350] proce-
dures. Call 1-855-404-2263 for
details. www.dental50plus.com/c
pf 6118-0219

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRE-
SCRIPTION! World Health Link.
Price Match Guarantee! Prescrip-
tions Required. CIPA Certified. Over
1500 medications available. CALL
Today For A Free Price Quote.
1-844-751-4067 Call Now!

Struggling with
DRUGS or ALCOHOL?
Addicted to PILLS? Talk to someone
who cares. Call The Addiction Hope
& Help Line for a free assessment.
1-866-786-9980

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15%
off and 0% financing for those who
qualify. PLUS Senior & Military

Discounts. Call 1-866-287-4769

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

Health, Beauty & /
Fitness Aids Miscellaneous

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON

CALL APRIL SNYDER
904-686-3937

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #
904-285-7232
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the Publisher. If ad is cancelled prior to fi rst insertion, 
cancellation must be made by the classifi ed deadline 
of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 
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1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
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Thinking of
Advertising 

in the
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call 
(904) 285-8831
to speak with

a Sales Rep. today!
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THE SOURCE
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ABOUT
FURNITURE
AND HOME 

FURNISHINGS!

1102 A1A N., Unit 108
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904.285.8831

WE’RE
   ALL
     EARS

Questions?
Comments?
Story Ideas?
Let us know 

how we’re doing.

1102 A1A N., Unit 108
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904.285.8831

FIND OUT ABOUT THE

POWER
OF ADVERTISING

1102 A1A N., Unit 108
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904.285.8831
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HAND MADE FROM SCRATCH 
- TASTE THE DIFFERENCE

We serve the beaches community with fresh, flavorful food

$25 OFF 
your first 
Catering 
order of 
$100 or 
more!

Expires 12/31/19 PVR

(904) 395-3989 | Sawgrass Village Shopping Center
www.trascaandco.com | CONNECT WITH US:

CATERING AVAILABLE FOR 
ANY TYPE OF EVENT

HAPPY HOUR!!!
4pm-7pm

$3 House Chardonnay &  
Cabernet Sauvignon

$5 Small Plates
$3 Local Craft Draft Beer

BEST of the BEST
2019

of Ponte Vedra 

pontevedrarecorder.co
mRecorder

Not your average newspaper, not your average reader

PONTE VEDRA

CATERING
Providing reliable and honest air conditioning and heating 

services to all makes and models.

(904) 292-0636  -  www.keepingjacksonvillecool.com

• $49.00 Summer Tune up Special
• FREE Service Call with Repairs

• 24 Hour Service (no overtime rate)
• FREE Estimates on New Equipment Installations

• $199 Whole House Duct Cleaning Special (up to 12 vents & duct sanitizing)

She seemed to conquer those nerves on 
the second day. Balgos ended up finish-
ing second in her flight for low net and 
finished tied for third for her flight in low 
gross. 

“I was very, very surprised, and my 
mom was with me and she was so excited 
and proud,” she said. 

She thought of her dad, too, who wasn’t 
there to see it physically, but Balgos knew 
he was there.

“I always think, ‘thank you Dad,’ 
because I believe he had something to do 
with it, too,” she said.

And less than a month later, on that 
beautiful, breezy day in late November, 
Balgos was about to add perhaps her big-
gest golf accomplishment to date. As she 
lined up at the 14th hole, 188 yards away 
from her goal, she could see that dreadful 
water hazard that has doomed many a golf 
game.

“Anytime I have one of those shots, I 
usually don’t use one of my good balls 
expecting it to go in the water, so I used 

a ball I’d found on another hole,” Balgos 
said. 

She felt good about her swing, watched 
as her ball escaped a watery grave and 
disappeared from view beyond a mound 
near the right bunker. She waited for her 
mom to make her shot, which ended up in 
the water, too close to an alligator to try 
and rescue, and eventually the twosome 
approached the hole, leaving Balgos dis-
appointed. She saw a ball sitting next to 
the flag, and figured it wasn’t meant to be. 
But when she went up to the ball, she was 
excited to find it wasn’t hers. But the one 
in the cup was. 

“I got my hole in one, so I can check 
that off my bucket list,” she said. 

Balgos still has other goals for the 
sport. She wants to be able to drive it 
long, 200-plus yards maybe, and she 
would love to be able to play Augusta. 
But no matter what, she knows her family 
will be rooting her on and sharing her ac-
complishments, in some way or another.

“Every time I go out and play golf, I 
think of my dad and how he’s there with 
us,” Balgos said. “Especially if there’s a 
nice breeze, I just feel like his spirit is out 
here enjoying watching us play.”

Balgos
Continued from 44

ABOVE: Myra Balgos 
in action on the golf 

course.  Balgos compet-
ed in the LPGA Ama-

teur Golf Association 
Championships finals  at 
Mission Hills in October.

RIGHT: Myra Balgos’ 
parents Purisima and 

Nelson Balgos.  Myra’s 
dad passed away in 

2007, but his love of 
golfing with the family 
inspires Myra’s perfor-

mance on the course. 

Photos provided 
by Myra Balgos 

Myra Balgos holds her trophy for finishing sec-
ond in low net for her flight at the LPGA Amataur 
Golf Association Championships.

Balgos’ mom Purisima celebrates her 
80th birthday on Dec. 8 with a round of 
golf at The Golf Club of Amelia Island, 
which surprised her with a birthday cake.
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Denied Social Security Disability?
Appeal! If you're50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attorneys can help
get you approved! Nomoney out of
pocket! Call 855-550-4744

MEDICAL MARIJUANA. Call 
for Statewide Locations.

1-833-420-0421

KILL ROACHES - GUARANTEED!
Buy Harris Roach Tablets. Odorless, 
Effective, Long Lasting. Available: 
Hardware Stores, The Home Depot, 
homedepot.com

Got an older car, boat or RV? Do 
the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society.
Call 1- 855-401-1378
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To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 
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Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support our 

1-800-245-0398

-

888-686-1704

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC TEST STRIPS! Call 1-855-440-
4001 Free Shipping, Best Prices & 24 hr payment! BBB Rated 
A+ www.TestStripSearch.com.

737-9447 18+

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Stevens Transport! Earn 
$1000 per week! Paid CDL Training! No experience needed! 
1-844-452-4121 drive4stevens.com

Newer. 

4511 AskCTI.com 

1-855-995-2490

Call 844-475-6160 today to receive a FREE $50 GIFTCARD 

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for $99.97/mo. 

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER and 60+ years 

SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 877-648-6308 today. Free 

-
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Stay in your home longer with an American Standard Walk-In 

1-855-534-6198

1-855-401-6993

Development pros and presented to manufacturers. Call 

your unique needs at no cost to you. Call 855-741-7459

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet.  

866-951-7214

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, deliver 
ed-to-the-door Omaha Steaks!
SAVE 77% PLUS get 4 FREE 
Burgers! Order The Happy Family 
Feas t  -  ONLY $49 .99 . 
1-844-275-9596 mention code: 
48269ZLH or visit www.omahast 
eaks.com/dinner48

Dealing with water or fire damage
requires immediate action. Local pro-
fessionals that respond immediately.
Nationwide and 24/7. No mold calls.

Call today! 1-855-298-3486

LUNG CANCER? Call Now

Ehrlich Pest Control Experts: provid-
ing pest control solutions since 1921.
Protect your home from termites,
ants, spiders, fleas, roaches and
more, 365 days a year! Call
1-877-801-2214 to schedule your
FREE Pest Inspection.

Book Your Flight Today on United, 
Delta, American, Air France, Air 
Canada. We have the best rates. Call 
today to learn more 1-866-449-3539

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15%
off and 0% financing for those who 
qualify. PLUS Senior & Military 

Discounts. Call 1-866-287-4769
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We’ve Moved!

We can still be reached at (904) 705-1382 and www.lisasellspontevedra.com

We are excited to announce that we have moved our real estate business to 
Keller Williams Realty Atlantic Partners.

Drawing on our deep understanding of the luxury market, we are also proud 
to announce our affiliation with Keller Williams Luxury International.
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