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VISTA CHECKING

It's your money. Keep more of it.

When you open a Vista Checking Account at Peninsula Crecit
Union, not only do you earn a higher rate, you can feel good
about where you bank.

Plus, our Vista Premier Checking comes with tons of freebies to
help you have more of what matters:

ATM Fee Reimbursements*

Health Savings Card
= ® Upto $15 each month

Save on prescriptions and exams

$10,000 benefit in ID restoration Available 24 /7 and free to use

Local Discounts'

Anywhere Banking Tools
Deals with Bazing savings

Online and mobile banking

"~ Travel Insurance”’
Peace of mind

Cell Phone Protection
Up to $400 if broken or stolen

ID Theft Aid ' Roadside Assistance
[&]

PREMIER VISTA BASIC VISTA
Earn up to Earn up to

4£.00% | 2.00% | .rFennsdla

Open a Vista Checking account today at

pcfcu.org or call 360.436.1601.

* APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Dividends are only paid on Vista Checking Accounts as described at pefeu.org/checking. Dividends are declared and paid monthly and calculated on the average daily
balance. To eam Vista's premier dividend on the first $10,000 in the account, you must use your cash/check (debit) card for 15 purchase fransactions (minimum of $5 each) and be enrolled in e-statements.
For qualification purposes, a month is defined as the last day of the month to the day before the last day of the next month. APY calculated and shown on the periodic statements is based on the dividend
limitations shown above. Rates subject to change and fees affect eamings. Federally insured by NCUA. 1 Subject to the terms and conditions detailed in the Guide to Benefits. Participating merchants on

BaZing are not sponsors of the program, are subject to change without notice, may not be available in all regions and may choose to limit deals. 2 Insurance products are: NOT A DEPOSIT. NOT FEDERALLY
INSURED. NOT AN OBLIGATION OR. GUARANTEED BY THE CREDIT UNION, ITS AFFILIATES, OR ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY
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THIS FRODUCT HAS INTOXICATING EITE.CTS AND MAY BE HABIT FORMING.
CANNABIS CANIMPAIR CONCENTRATION, COORDINATION. AND JUDGMENT

DO NOT OFERATE A VEHICLE OR MACHINERY UNDER THEINFLUENCE. OF THIS DRUG
FOR (51 ONLY BY ADULTS 21 AND OLDER KEEF OUT OF THE REACH OF CHILDREN.



Give the bird to the status quo.
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Get on the water!

Quarterly distribution from Washington to Alaska

Reach 75,000 readers
along the Washington

AN N and Alaskan coastlines
o working

WAI ERFRONT

at M

Join us at Working Waterfront,
where we give a voice to the real
stories behind the tides. Our
contributors—seasoned maritime
workers—bring you unfiltered in-
sights, raw experiences, and candid
commentary on the challenges and
triumphs of life on the water.

Contact The Leader marketingMéO—?;SSQ%O oremail
marketing@ptleader.com to reserve your spot in this premiere publication.
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STRANGE DAYS OFFERS
COMMUNITY AND FUN
THROUGH GAMES

BY KIRK BOXLEITNER

|n the shadows of the mezzanine above Al-
drich’s, bands of adventurers come together to
test their skills, and perhaps even cast spells or
bravely explore supernatural realms.

The card-playing and board-gaming evenings
organized by Strange Days Comics and Games
in Uptown Port Townsend can range from "Mag-
ic: The Gathering" to "Dungeons & Dragons,"
(a.k.a. D&D), but one January night saw a circle
breaking out "Betrayal at the House on the Hill."

Back in the 1990s, one character on “The
X-Files” insisted he hadn’t spent so many years
playing D&D without learning “a little some-
thing about courage,” but Strange Days owner
Kristin Myers hopes her store and its events
also help foster a sense of camaraderie.

Before she opened Strange Days in November
2023 in the store at 940 Lawrence St., Myers’
husband Rick had co-owned a board game store
in Colorado. Although he sold his share to his
partner when they moved, Kristin still missed
the atmosphere of that shop.

KRISTIN MYERS TAKES STOCK OF HER INVENTORY
AT STRANGE DAYS COMICS AND GAMES.

PHOTOS BY KIRK BOXLEITNER



KRISTIN MYERS ALSO CONDUCTS BOARD GAME
NIGHTS, INCLUDING "BETRAYAL AT THE HOUSE
ON THE HILL," A TILE GAME THAT ALLOWS PLAYERS
TO BUILD THEIR OWN HAUNTED HOUSE.

Myers has held a number of jobs over the years,
from artistic pursuits to service and retail gigs.
She happened to be between jobs when space
became available on the mezzanine above Al-
drich’s for a new merchant and saw the oppor-
tunity to run her own business for the first time.

“We talked about it that September, and made
the decision to do it that October,” said Myers,
who believes she benefitted from seeing her
husband’s business in operation. She acknowl-
edged that “every business is going to be differ-
ent, even if you're done something in the same
field in the past.”

Kristin and Rick discussed ideas she was inter-
ested in implementing, and “what I'd be proud
to put out there into the world.” That’s how she
came up with a vision and mission statement
for Strange Days.

“Everyone is welcome to come play here, and
to build a community together,” she said. “My
only requirement is that they be kind to others
and to themselves.”

Tabletop games allow participants to “utilize
parts of their brains that they might not nor-
mally exercise, or that might not otherwise be
their strong suits,” she said. That includes spa-
tial, deductive and long-term reasoning.

Myers also appreciates a trend in which such
games are becoming “more cooperative, rather
than pitting players against each other in direct
combat.” She said she believes that makes it

easier to learn an increasing diversity of rules
and play strategies that have expanded in mod-
ern gaming.
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STRANGE DAYS'
GAMING STOCK RUNS
FROM THE PRACTICAL,
INCLUDING "MAGIC:
THE GATHERING"
EXPANSION PACKS,
TO THE WHIMSICAL,
INCLUDING
"DUNGEONS &
DRAGONS" PLUSH
DOLLS.

In addition to sessions of "Magic: The Gather-
ing" and "Star Wars Unlimited” on Wednesday
nights, and board-gaming sessions on Thurs-
day nights, Strange Days also conducts minia-
ture painting nights on the first Fridays of every
month. "Star Wars Unlimited" drafts and "Pulp
Cthulhu" roleplaying are on Saturdays, and
D&D sessions on Sundays.

Strange Days hosts miniature strategy games on
are many skilled painters in this community.

“We have paints and brushes for miniatures
right here,” Myers said. “Painting miniatures is
avery Zen exercise. We even have a local minia-
tures artist who joins us from time to time, and
shows us what he’s working on,” adding there

the second and fourth Saturdays of every month.

JERED CROW LOOKS OVER HIS "MAGIC:
THE GATHERING" DECK DURING ONE OF
STRANGE DAYS' CARD GAME NIGHTS.




“We're always looking for touchstones and big
events in the gaming world, so if someone is
excited about some system, I'm open to that,”
Myers said. “Magic: The Gathering" has new re-
leases just about every month, and a lot of game
companies are really good about supplying us
with materials to get new players into their games

RYAN FLANAGAN
LAYS DOWN A
"MAGIC: THE

| AS SAM HOBART
" WAITS HIS TURN
DURING ONE OF
| STRANGE DAYS'
GAMING NIGHTS.

with every new release.”

She said she has been heartened to see "Magic:
The Gathering" become a multigenerational pas-
time, with parents accompanying their children
to play sessions, just as D&D celebrated its 50th
anniversary in 2024, with the latest edition, the
"Monster Manual,"” due for release in 2025.

JULIO ELIZALDE
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Myers loves not only playing
these games, but teaching them
as well, and acknowledged that
some games can be “intimidat-
ing, or even daunting” for folks
to try and learn on their own.

“Demonstrating how games
work is one of my priorities,”
Myers said. “There can be a lot
of processes, phases and moving
parts to any number of games,
which even come with their
own language, so I'm happy
to play quick rounds to clarify
the rules. Plenty of things can
look complex, but they’re not as
complicated as they seem.”

KRISTIN MYERS, OWNER OF STRANGE DAYS, SETS OUT SAMPLE GAMES, SUCH AS
THE "HARMONIES" LANDSCAPE TILE GAME, SO THAT CUSTOMERS CAN SEE WHAT
THOSE GAMES ARE ABOUT.

We are a local cooperative of empowered and engaged caregivers
devoted to our mission of caring for the seniors of Jefferson County.

“PHC has been amazing caring for my
Dad. They have been professional,
flexible, reliable and caring beyond
my expectations. | could write
volumes.” ~J. Daubenberger

personal care « transportahon X errands o meal prep medlcaho reminders

Peninsula Homecare Cooperative
Locally Grown and Caregiver Owned

/" Celebrati ng our 10-Year Anniversary 2
www.phc.coop (360) 385.9664 thirve@phc.coop




WATERFRONT CABINS = RV PARK = TENT SITES - GENERAL STORE & GIFT SHOP

WATERFRONT RESORT

Mind Boggling Selection - Wine Not Mix-A-(ase aw SAVE

WINE-BEER-BUBBLIES- Gienerous Mixe
VERMOUTH-PORT-SHERRY-

CIDER-CHEESE/DELI-

CHOCOLATES and more!

NORTHWEST MARITIME
CLASSES « EVENTS « COMMUNITY
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The Swan Hotel

A Waterfront Boutique Hotel Located in the Heart of Port Townsend.

« Private Cottages » Penthouse Suite + Great Customer
- Ocean View Studios - Dog-friendly Rooms ~ Service
431 Water St, Port Townsend, WA | 360.385.3628
nwmaritime.org
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414 Kearney Street, Port Townsend, WA
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(360-385-2883)
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BEADING HUMOR
WITH HISTORY

ARTIST LAYERS MYTHS AND REALITIES
THROUGH THE LENS OF NATIVE ART

BY ALEX FRICK

THIS AWARD-WINNING COLLECTION OF "CANCER STICKS" CATALYZED KAREN SIXKILLER’S ART CAREER. SHE CONTINUES TO
TELL STORIES OF HISTORY WITH HUMOR LAYERED WITH PERSPECTIVE. PHOTOS COURTESY OF KAREN SIXKILLER




In 2015, Karen Sixkiller stood beside her booth
at the annual Cherokee Art Market, a promi-
nent, widely celebrated contest in Oklahoma
featuring over 160 artists from around 50 tribes
nationwide. In front of her was her original
"Cancer Sticks," a collection of ornately crafted
cigarette replicas of delicate beadwork.

Getting through the jury selection process felt
like a long shot for Sixkiller. She was not ex-
pecting much from her "Cancer Sticks," or as
she describes them today, "these goofy things."
She crafted a series of dazzling anatomically
correct beaded hearts, which she believed to be
her show-stopping piece.

Not only did her work get past the jury, but
"Cancer Sticks" earned Sixkiller the Judge's
Choice Award. It was only then that she grasped
its impact. With that came the realization that
this was her path.

"People appreciate this sort of obscure mes-
sage," she said. "Other people understand what
I'm trying to say, and they appreciate it, and
they appreciate the quality of my work." Close
to a decade later, Sixkiller is ready to showcase
a deeper connection into a world of history,
humor, and the crossroads of tradition and ex-
ploitation. Her upcoming exhibit at the Long-
house at Peninsula College in Port Angeles runs
from Jan. 7 to March 27, with a special presenta-
tion on Feb. 27 at 12:35 p.m.

The legacy of tobacco in North America is a
complicated one. Once a sacred plant, tobacco
is now synonymous with disease and addiction.
Sixkiller's exhibition series, "Cancer Sticks:
Corruption of Sacred Tobacco,"” aims to explore
that transformation, utilizing her unique artis-
tic ability to connect history with humor, and
her own personal connection.

KAREN SIXKILLER’S "CALL YOU HOME" SCULPTURE
FEATURES A SCREECH OWL STANDING UPON A
TOBACCO PLANT STAND AS A MIRROR. SCREECH
OWLS ARE SYMBOLS OF DEATH IN CHEROKEE
CULTURE, BUT LIKE TOBACCO, THEY ARE NOT
NECESSARILY NEGATIVE SYMBOLS.

Conceptually, Sixkiller's intricate creations are
rooted in her journey. Her Cherokee heritage is
a cornerstone of her art, but that was not always
the case. A native Washingtonian, she was once
known as Karen Fritts, after her father. Sixkiller
comes from her mother's side, a family name de-
noting membership in one of the Cherokee war-
rior clans. Her mother, too, was gifted artistically.

Sixkiller received an undergraduate degree in
public health, environmental health and com-
munity medicine from the University of Wash-
ington. Out of college, she had difficulty securing
a paid public health internship in Seattle. She
couldn't afford full-time tuition while completing
an unpaid internship. In time, she received an op-
portunity to work for the Indian Health Service
in Santa Fe, New Mexico. She wasn't searching
for them, but she found her roots.

15



"I didn't discover that I had any connection to
my Native heritage until I worked with Native
people,” Sixkiller said. "It was the first time I
worked with Natives. It was the first time that I
realized, "Wow! These people assume the world
works or should work in the same way that I as-
sume the world should work."

"And, oh my gosh, without even knowing it, my
mom instilled a particular value system and way
of understanding the world, which is Native."

However, Sixkiller felt that her impact on pub-
lic health had limits if she did not develop the
ability to communicate and educate. She said
that it was impossible to be effective because the
only way to be effective is to teach people and
help them understand how to improve their own
lives. She transitioned into a career in educa-
tion, developing teaching methods that empha-
size the value of layered understanding, which
would become her artistic signature element.

"It comes from teaching and knowing that
you're supposed to be scaffolding your instruc-
tion so that students at different levels of un-
derstanding and ability are all challenged and
addressed," Sixkiller said.

“PEOPLE THINK ABOUT SMOKING AND THEIR LUNGS, BUT
A LOT OF PEOPLE DON'T REALIZE WHAT A HUGE EFFECT
IT HAS ON THEIR HEART.” HER DEPICTION OF A BEADED,
ANATOMICALLY CORRECT HUMAN HEART REPRESENTS
THE BEAUTY OF HEALTH AND ITS VULNERABILITY.

a

Borrowing from her career as an educator, she
approaches her art with the same scaffolding
techniques in her themes to engage and educate
her audience.

"I'm not interested in beauty for beauty's sake. I
have things to say, and I love layering informa-
tion and meaning in them," she said.

"Cancer Sticks" is a multi-layered, complex ex-
hibition that explores the complicated nature
of tobacco. It explores the myths and realities
of tobacco use before and since America's colo-
nization through the unique perspective of Na-
tive art and humor.

"Something I experienced myself and some-
thing that other people have reiterated to me is
how much smoking, modern smoking, is asso-
ciated with Native Americans," Sixkiller said.
"Where's the truth, and where's the myth in
there? And where is the disparity coming from?
What's the motivation for the disparity?”



INTRICATE BEADWORK GIVES SIXKILLER'S
"CALL YOU HOME" SCULPTURE BEAUTY; THE
CANVAS OF A TOBACCO LEAF TELLS A STORY.

She points to American Spirits, a cigarette com-
pany that controversially uses Native Ameri-
can/American Indian imagery and likenesses
on its packaging, causing many to believe that
the brand has tribal affiliations. Sixkiller's
"Un-American Spirit" is a humorous parody of
the controversial brand but tells a layered sto-
ry about a falsely built narrative that there is a
correlation between cigarette smoking and the
sacred nature of tobacco in Native culture.

"As far as I'm concerned, cigarettes are little
cancers, little death doses, they're little cancer
sticks, and they're deadly," Sixkiller said.

"The whole series is a way of expressing that un-
derstanding — my understanding, that tobacco
is supposed to be sacred, that it is sacred, and
that it has been corrupted.”

While the series explores heavy themes of ad-
diction, disease and cultural exploitation, for
Sixkiller, an essential element is that there re-
mains a layer of humor; ultimately, it must be
funny.

"If you've got a serious topic, you have to use
humor. If you keep people in that fear and pain
for too long, it starts taking them out of their
ability to make change and think. I want people
to think,"” she said. "I'm hoping that when they
see these things, it is so odd and yet familiar
at the same time that they can't help but start
thinking and start wondering, why? What is
this about? Why is this about?"

Sixkiller's "Cancer Sticks" is an artful provoca-
tion defused by humor. It tells a layered sto-
ry that may be uniquely interpreted from di-
verse perspectives. It encourages reflection. In
the end, "Cancer Sticks" is a gut punch, and a
chuckle, and everywhere in between.

“UN-AMERICAN SPIRIT” - SIXKILLER DISPLAYS HUMOR
WHILE DEMONSTRATING EXPLOITATION'S DANGERS.

SIXKILLER IMAGINED WHAT A PAIR OF CIGARETTE-
AFFECTED LUNGS MAY LOOK LIKE. THE FINAL VISION,
“GASP,” IS STRIKINGLY SIMILAR TO AN ACTUAL SCAN OF
A DISEASED LUNG, TOPPED BY ITS PRESUMED CULPRIT.

17



With local decision make ceaders
from right here in your community

Personal and
Business Checking Luxmi Love

and Savings, VP Branch and Sales Manager
Business Loans, Port Townsend and Hadlock
Home Lending (360) 302-3407
and more! Luxmi.Love@fsbwa.com
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Y Your Local Source

for Outdoor Gear

Ve \ » Men’s & Women’s Apparel

/ %ﬁ%gt}lgg » Shoes, Boots & Work Gear
» Outdoor Recreation Supplies
« Housewares & Accessories
« Toys & Children’s Clothing
« Sewing & Art Supplies
« Gifts & Gourmet Foods
« Cards & Gift Wrapping
« Pet Supplies
« QMC Gift Cards

360.385.9595 | 1121 Water Street, Port Townsend | QuimperMerc.com
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JADA & RAINI

On October 14*, Jada and Raini exchanged
vows in an intimate outdoor ceremony on the
misty shores of Lake Crescent. The romantic
scenery and mild climate of the Olympic
Peninsula make it an ideal destination
wedding location all year round.

The celebration continued indoors at Field Arts
& Events Hall, where a spacious, flexible setup

accommodated their guests for a seated dinner
and an evening tearing up the dance floor.

With room for 20-250 seated guests, and up to
400 standing, the venue's excellent acoustics
and advanced AV equipment ensured a dynamic,
unforgettable experience. Our experienced
staff took care of every detail, allowing the
couple and their guests to relax and fully enjoy
the celebration.

Special rates available for mid-week and off-
season celebrations. Reach out today for your
free rental quote.

Georgia Meyers
(360) 504.2415
georgia@fieldhallevents.org




RISK MANAGEMENT

BY TOM MULLEN

Growing up in Port Townsend, Leif Whittaker was entering his teen years when he first

noticed that his childhood was not normal.

“I started to realize the size of his legacy and achievements, how powerful that was and
how people knew him. People would come up to us and they’d recognize him and I started
to wonder, “Why are these random people coming up and wanting to meet my father?” He’s
done something that’s a little outside the norm but my dad, to me was always my father,
always supportive, caring,”Whittaker told the Leader.

His father, Jim Whittaker, is one of the great mountaineers in history and will forever be
remembered as the first American to climb Mount Everest.
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LEIF ON THE SUMMIT
OF MOUNT EVEREST
ON MAY 26, 2012.

“I had mountains in my blood,” Whittaker ad-
mitted, but he didn’t enjoy his first climbs.

“I thought the hiking was torturous. I had my
mom carry my pack. Later, when I was 15, my
older brother and I climbed Olympus and that,
to me is when I pinpoint the beginning of my
climbing.”

His father’s shadow is immense but the younger
Whittaker was not tempted to follow a different
path, no matter how torturous the hike.

“It was certainly there in the background, hear-
ing my father's stories of climbing, my mother's
stories of climbing, all those stories. I soaked
them up. I think my parents felt that it would
be better not to force me, to not push me into
that world and so they were really good about
that.”

So much so that Whittaker sometimes wishes
that they’d pushed him a little more.

“I'd be better.”

The mountains pulled him into working as
a Climbing Ranger for the United States For-
est Service, a gig he worked for a decade. It
was during that time that he met the man who
helped him alter his trajectory.

It was on Mount Baker that he met Scott John-
ston.

“He is really well known and has coached with
amazing success, training for mountain sports
— coaching for mountaineers who are trying to
climb big mountains.”




LEIF PHOTOGRAPHED ON MOUNT DECEPTION IN
OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARK.

Whittaker helped Johnston build Evoke Endur-
ance into what is billed as the leaders in glob-
al mountain coaching, where Whittaker works
with athletes training at all levels.

Entry-level climbers, across the whole range of
skills and abilities fit, given his background and
history "I also work with skiers and other endur-
ance athletes."

“Scott had a science-base of knowledge from
other endurance sports and brought it to moun-
tain sports. He founded a company when that
book launched. He hired me and trained me
and continues to train me and about 20 other
coaches and I love the work,” Whittaker said,
adding that the job is mostly communicating.

His workday looks normal at first glance, serv-
ing his clients on weekdays from nine to five but
those clients happen to be elite athletes.

“Discipline and consistency are the key and
when building a week of training at a time, the
client can see, ‘T have a hour-long hike.” So they
don’t have to think about it. They know they're
doing the right thing. It takes out the guess
work, having a regular schedule.”

23
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STAYIN’ ALIVE

In climbing, Whittaker told The Leader, there are
two types of risks, which he refers to as “hazards.”

There are objective hazards, like weather, rock fall,
avalanches - things that are outside of our control.

“The mountains don’t care who you are or where
you are. They move and they shift without warn-
ing so there are always going to be objective haz-
ards. You can mitigate those hazards by starting
early so you're off the mountain before the sun be-
gins the melt the glacier, creating a higher chance
of rockfall. But you have to accept some of those.”

Mount Everest, he said, has very, very high objec-
tive hazards and one of the ways a climber miti-
gates those hazards is to be fit.

“When you're in there, it’s a hazardous place so
you limit your time in that place. You move fast
and efficiently. If you're fit there’s a much higher
chance of being safe and successful.”

Whittaker works with elite athletes on readying
them so they are at their optimum state of fitness
while in those situations.

There are also subjective hazards, those that are
within the climber’s control and based on deci-
sion making.

“It’s about caring for yourself on the mountain.
Strategy choices such as where to be at what
time and technical elements, all the things we
do have control over which can mitigate and
manage those risks, to try to bring them down
as much as we can."

The best climbers, Whittaker said, are those
who can narrow their focus on their life to single
objectives.

LEIF CLIMBS UP THE SOUTHEAST RIDGE OF MOUNT
EVEREST ON HIS WAY TO THE SUMMIT. MAY 25, 2010.

“One of the things we do is try to eliminate the noise.
A climber will devote a year of training to their goal
so you need to remove that. You need your family to
be on board, your wife or husband. If you have kids
you may need to spend less time with them if you
want to be successful. You need to train hard, give
up some of your weekends,” Whittaker said.



A few years ago, Whittaker published his book,
“My Old Man and the Mountain,” which, he
stressed, is not a technical guide for climbers.

“You're just gonna be entertained, that’s the main
goal of the book. It’s not instructive or didactic. I
drop you into my mind when I'm on Everest.
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Certainly there are lessons but that’s not what
its about. It’s a fun read.”

Daniel James Brown, author of The Boys in the
Boat, agrees, calling it, “a great, great read.”

This story first appeared in The Port Townsend

and Jefferson County Leader. 25






ANOTHER

MAN'’S TRASH...

RUSS WEST IS EQUAL PARTS
ARCHEOLOGIST, ARTIST, RECYCLER

BY MEREDITH JORDAN

Most shopkeepers plant themselves in their
stores for the holiday season, when retail sales
are at their peak. Not Russ West, who was gone
from Bottle Shop, his storefront near the lower
Sims roundabout, for most of the week leading
to Christmas.

“The shop is nice and fun, but I'd rather be dig-
ging,” explained West, who was back to Port
Townsend by Dec. 24. That sunny morning he
sorted the loot from the latest outhouse dig in
front of his shop at 305 Kearney Street, more
recognizably known by its “La Bottle Me” sign,
while assisting the occasional customer.

There is a short window of opportunity to hunt
for outhouse treasure, explained West, who had
taken the trek with his digging partner, Christo-
pher Moore, to excavate in and around Prescott,
Washington. “If it freezes you can't probe it,”
West said. And if it’s too wet — as it is much of
the year in Washington — forget it, too heavy.

Finding a place to dig takes some experience.
Outhouses were typically near alleys, so they start
there — once they have permission. “Saloons are
the best. They had five-seaters,” said West.

RUSS WEST STANDS IN THE MIDDLE OF HIS SHOP ON
KEARNEY STREET IN PORT TOWNSEND.
PHOTOS BY MEREDITH JORDAN

They've gotten good at the trade over the years. West
makes sure to shave and look nice before he knocks
on a door to ask permission. He always offers to share
what he finds with homeowners. They use caution
in lifting off grass and setting it aside, so its easy to
close back up like nothing ever happened. Then he
drops off some of the spoils. “The homeowners are
happy, and the neighbors want you to dig, too.”

The conditions were rough that December week in
Prescott, with wind gusts of 40 miles per hour and
“freezing cold temperatures,” but they were suc-
cessful. West said the first part of the trip they “got
skunked” but things picked up: 10 little drug bot-
tles at one location, a bottle of buckeye extract from
Olympia, a vintage Lysol bottle, half of a pocket
watch, three horseshoes and an iron.

A COLLECTION OF BOTTLES AND OTHER ITEMS FOUND
DURING A DECEMBER DIG NEAR PRESCOTT, WASHINGTON.



But there can be gold in them-thar-digs, too —
real gold. Moore told a story of pulling up a 3.5
pound leather satchel filled with gold ore. “You
could feel it was something like that,” he said.
He described sending a steel rod into the earth,
like the kind used to find pipes into the ground,
when it hit with a soft thud.

He left the bag untouched until recently when
he gave it to one of sons. “He’s getting into gold
panning,” Moore said. He estimated it was likely
to contain about 15 ounces of gold in there, once
it’s smelted. His theory is that a miner dropped
the sachel in the I'eau by accident and didn't
know where it went.

West estimates he’s dug around 6,000 once-ac-
tive outhouses around the country, most of them
in Washington state.

There is a simple reason so much stuff ended up
in outhouses, said West. “There wasn't garbage
pick up, so not a lot ways to get rid of trash,” he
explained, adding there was also a lot less trash.
A lot of things turn up in the remains of an out-
house, such as fruit juice crocks, chamber pots,
and western guns.

Once they found cleats used to hook ball-and-
chains that attached to prisoners. They found
two of those near an old prison. “You find a lot
of historic stuff,” said Moore.

They have also found a lot of toys buried in the
dirt over the years, including marbles. Some
might have been delivered to the pit by parents
who were punishing an errant child, Moore said.
More likely, West offered, is that toys, including
dolls, went in around the time of smallpox for
fear they carried the disease.

WEST'S SHOP IS MOST RECOGNIZABLY KNOWN BY ITS "LA-BOTTLE-ME" SIGN OUT FRONT.
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“It doesn’t matter if they were sick or they were
drinkers or whatever else — a lot of people put
treasure down the outhouse,” said West. Liquor
bottles are in abundance. “Sometimes there’s an
alcoholic in the family who likes to sneak and
throw a bottle in the hole,” he said.

The most valuable thing to come out of a success-
ful haul is likely to be an in-tact rare bottle. The
biggest sale West has made was a Brown & Drakes
Catawba Bitters “ladies leg” from 1855, which net-
ted $11,000. Ladies leg refers to a shapely curved
neck distinct from most bottles and very unusu-
al. “That was the coolest thing,” he said, shaking
his head with the memory.

Brown & Drakes was based in Binghamton, N.Y.,
but some of the most desirable bottles come from
San Francisco. Glassworks companies started to
spring up there in 1862, when local business peo-
ple noted the number of bottles being imported.
The San Francisco and Pacific Glass Works com-
pany, perhaps the best known of those compa-
nies, made elaborate embossed bottles that were
often recycled and re-sold, with labels affixed that
reflected whatever it contained.

That history is well known among diggers, which
means San Francisco has been well-searched for
artifacts. West and Moore prefer lesser-traversed
grounds.

“I didn’t get to go to college to study archeolo-
gy,” said Moore.” But I've still been able to live
the dream, to see how these people lived, inch by
inch, 140 years ago.”

West is an artist at heart. Items do not have to be
intact for him to find utility in it. He keeps broken
glass, and uses it in his artwork, mosaics made of
glass. He also makes driftwood sculptures. "It's al-
ways exciting to dig up colored glass, cobalt blue
or emerald green.” He gets glass other places, too.

A COLLECTION OF WEST'S HISTORICAL FINDS SIT ON
SHELVES INSIDE THE PORT TOWNSEND SHOP

WEST DISPLAYS A BRUISE FROM THE TRADE AND A
BOTTLE THAT READS, “CUTICURA SYSTEM OF CURING
CONSTITUTIONAL HUMORS,” CIRCA 1880.
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SOME OF WEST’S ART IS DISPLAYED ON THE KEARNEY STREET BUILDING SIDED ON JEFFERSON STREET.

And what of the poop?

“You get into the seed layer, tomato, fruit pies
— they don't decompose,” said West. “When
you get to the seed layer you know you're in
it.” There’s a layer of lime and ash from the
wood stove. They know the terrain and have
perfected technique over the years. They
know how to dig without damaging goods.

West said he’s had a lot of jobs over the years.
“I've fished in Alaska, built houses, logged,
just about everything,” he said. “My daugh-
ter quit her job and I said, Don't feel bad —
I'm a professional quitter.”

“I'make enough money and I'll go dig bottles.
They understand.”

WEST’S DRIFTWOOD SCULPTURES ARE
AMONG THE ITEMS FOR SALE AT THE
BOTTLE SHOP.
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We deal with the mess you don't want to mess with.

Septic Pumping RV/Boat/Holding Tank
Certified Septic Inspections Pumping

Septic Screen Cleaning Portable Restroom

Septic Tank Location Rental/Service

Septic Riser Installation Hand washing Station Rentals
Grease Trap Cleaning Weddings/Festivals/Events
Vault Toilet Pumping Construction Sites & Farms

OLD ALCOHOL PLANT [«
INN | RESTAURANT | EVENTS ’D
310 HADLOCK BAY ROAD
PORT HADLOCK WA 98339 « BOUTIQUE HOTEL
« INTIMATE EVENT SPACES

360-390-4017 « GARDEN TO TABLE DINING
WWW.OLDALCOHOLPLANT.COM

For more information:
@ 360-385-7155

www.goodmansanitationinc.com

info@goodmansanitationinc.com

Licence Number: GOODMMI776CG

Ihe pet lovers pet store

Locally'owned since 1998

Sequim'& Port Townsend
. Mon - Sat 9:30-6

SEQUIM Seqmm Ave. & 0Old Olymp|c Hwy 360 477-4388 PORT TOWNSEND 1433 Slms Way - 360-379-0436




SHOOTING THE MOON

MORE THAN A COFFEE SHOP, MOON’S CAFE
FILLS A NICHE IN PORT HADLOCK




BY MEG VISGER

The kitchen of the cafe was a beehive of activity, organized and efficient, a highly-choreographed dance.
Steam rose from a huge vat of boiling water as Tyler Matheson and Moon Wigginton lowered shaped
bagels into the cauldron to simmer before being glazed and sprinkled with toppings, then baked.

They shared a long stainless steel work table with Heather
King, as she dipped macaroons into chocolate and placed
freshly-baked muffins on display trays. Even though they
worked quickly, the atmosphere was friendly and relaxed.

Moon’s Cafe is a recent addition to Port Hadlock, located in
the former home of Metro Bagels in the Kivley Center near the
stoplight at the intersection of Ness’ Corner Road and Chi-
macum Road.

It was the dream of the easy-
going, forty-ish fellow best
known as “Moon” and more
formally as Thomas George
Laughing Moon Wigginton.
He grew up on Marrowstone Is-
land and majored in education
in college. He decided teaching
wasn't for him and went into
the construction industry.

Wigginton owns and operates
LM Property Maintenance. His
wife Myra is the owner/opera-
tor of Cerberus Tattoo, also in

HEATHER KING WORKS MAGIC
WITH CHOCOLATE AND

Kivley Center. They also have MACAROONS WHILE TYLER
MATHESON AND MOON
two young boys to help keep WIGGINTON PREPARE BAGELS.

them busy.
PHOTOS BY MEG VISGER

Wigginton got the idea for a

cafe several years ago and attempted to find a location. Noth-
ing worked out until February 2024, when Metro Bagels shut
down and Wigginton was able to lease the space. “I had always
wanted to try my hand at a restaurant or cafe,” he confided. “I
wanted to offer employment to the community ... I wanted a
challenge and to give something back.”
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He saw there was a niche to fill and he wanted to do it.
“When I was growing up things were different here. Kivley
Center was kind of a happening place, and I feel like it's got-
ten a little stagnant. I want to try to shake that up.”

Wigginton wanted to create a gathering place where peo-
ple could meet and enjoy a drink and something to eat. He
wanted the food to be delicious, homemade, and quick to
prepare, with seating available.

It turns out he has the personality for it. Wigginton is friend-
ly and outgoing, and he enjoys interacting with the public.
You can find him manning the front counter, making bagels,
working in the kitchen or going wherever else he is needed.
The cafe is currently open Mon. — Fri. from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
He will expand the hours as summer approaches.

It hasn’t been easy. Moon’s Cafe opened in August, 2024.
“I did this on my own, didn’t take any loans. I did all the
remodeling, built the countertops, everything,” he said, in-
cluding transporting and installing all the equipment.

“My brother-in-law Curtis helped, with future payment in
bagels,” chuckled Wigginton.

He also had a close friend, Tyler Matheson, who was an ac-
complished chef. “Tyler and I have been friends forever. I
called him up and said “This is what I'm doing. Do you want
to get on board?”” Matheson, a graduate of Le Cordon Blue
in Portland with over 20 years of experience, including sev-
eral 3- and 4-star restaurants, jumped at the idea.

Heather King, the cafe’s pastry chef, has also been with
him from the start. “She’s an amazing baker. I got lucky,”
said Wigginton. King started baking when she was 18 at a
wholesale cookie bakery in Port Townsend. She loved it and
has baked ever since, including stints at Chimacum Corner
Farmstand and Farm’s Reach Cafe.

The first month of operation was difficult. Besides the ex-
pected challenges any new restaurant faces, the cafe expe-
rienced a lot of equipment failure. Wigginton bought used
equipment from other restaurants and discovered all but
two needed repair or replacement.

e

MOON WIGGINTON, LEFT, AND TYLER
MATHESON POSE AT THE COUNTER OF
MOON'’S CAFE IN DECEMBER.

PHOTO BY MEG VISGER

BAGEL PULL APART IS A CROWD FAVORITE
AT THE NEW CAFE.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MOON'’S CAFE



It was also tough starting in August, because they
missed the boost in business that comes during
the big summer season. By the end of the year
things had smoothed out.

Wigginton pointed to other staff, like Tristan
and Sam, who also work in the kitchen, and
Shayla and Casey, who work the front counter,
for important contributions. “Every one of them
is amazing. They all put in a lot of effort to make
this place what it is.”

The staff feels the same way about him. “This
guy is a great boss. It’s a very friendly work envi-
ronment, family-like,” said Tristan.

Moon's Cafe is hard to categorize. It is more than
a coffee shop yet not really a restaurant. Wiggin-
ton wants the food to be homemade and different
than other cafes. “We put a little more work in it
and have a product that’s really good.”

The food is presented in to-go packaging, but can
be enjoyed at one of several tables in the cafe (or
outdoors in summer).

During a December visit a glass case was filled
with luscious pastries, such as pecan rolls, ber-
ry hand pies, macaroons and generous slices of
luscious cakes. The savory items, such as ricotta
foldovers, were also tempting.

Moon’s serves breakfast, such as breakfast sand-
wiches, burritos and tacos, a breakfast plate, and
biscuits and gravy, until it runs out.

Bagels of different varieties are made on the prem-
ises daily. Over a dozen toppings are offered, in-
cluding sun-dried tomato and garlic. Homemade
pizza is popular, and sold by the slice.

Lunch items are available all day. The menu fea-
tures colorful organic salad, homemade soup or
stew, and sandwiches served on bagels, wraps or
homemade rolls. Dinner entrees, such as Kahlua
pork, shredded pork and teriyaki chicken, are
also available.

There is a full range of espresso drinks, includ-
ing cold-brewed coffee. In addition to craft beer,
Moon’s features dark nitro beer. Relax with local
wine, cider, or beer. Hand-crafted root beer on
tap? Soft ice cream? You betcha’.

I tried several items and split them with friends:
a macaroon (best I've ever tasted), GF banana
muffin (super-moist, rich with flavor), and toast-
ed jalapefio cheddar bagel (crispy and flavorful).
All were excellent.

Wigginton has more dreams for the cafe. With an
easy smile, he starts listing them, from expanded
hours to a courtyard out back, Prosecco on tap
for mimosas, live music in the summer, more
dinner items ...

3
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TAKE A HIKE

A LOOK AT SOME OF OUR
REGION'S BEST TRAILS
FOR WINTER HIKING

COMPILED BY MALLORY KRUML

The Pacific Northwest, especially the Olympic Pen-
insula, offers an abundance of hiking opportunities
thanks to the countless trails that wind through its
diverse landscapes. This region is a hiker's paradise,
from lush, green rainforests and towering old-growth
forests to rocky beaches and snow-capped mountains.

Whether you are in the mood for a quick stroll or a
challenging trek, you'll find it somewhere on this list.

@ FORT WORDEN

HISTORICAL STATE PARK

Port Townsend’s Fort Worden Historical State Park fea-
tures a variety of scenic trails that lead visitors through
coastal bluffs, forests and historic military sites. Its or-
igins date back to 1896, when Congress authorized the
Secretary of War to build three forts, including Fort
Worden, to protect Puget Sound. The forts are known
as the “Triangle of Fire.” Fort Worden was established
in 1902. Military activity here ended in 1953.

POINT WILSON TRAIL

An easy 2.7-mile loop, the Point Wilson Trail takes
about an hour to complete with an elevation gain of
209 feet. Offering picturesque views of the eastern side
of Fort Worden, including the Point Wilson Light-
house and the San Juan Islands, Alexander’s Castle
and the Battery Kinzie.

Cape Flattery

Olywmpic

“ﬁ’; Forks

Third

TS Beach Trail

Coast
National
W EIE
Sanctuary

HISTORIC LOOP

This easy 2.9-mile loop is ideal for
hiking, biking and running. With
an elevation gain of 265 feet, the
forested trail takes about an hour
to complete, weaving by a network
of abandoned military bunkers and
tunnels.
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Strait of Juan de Fuca

FORT FLAGLER
HISTORICAL STATE PARK

Marrowstone Island’s Fort Flagler Historical
State Park features a variety of trails for visitors
to explore shorelines and historic military sites.
Fort Flagler is also part of the “Triangle of Fire”
and was used as a training center for soldiers
during World War I. Fort Flagler was established
in 1899. Military activity here ended in 1953.

FORT FLAGLER TRAIL

A moderately challenging 3.4-mile loop, the Fort
Flagler Trail takes about an hour to complete with
an elevation gain of 242 feet. The trail has sweep-
ing views of the Olympic Mountains, Whidbey
Island and nearby Port Townsend, and it passes
by historical military bunkers and batteries.

FORT TOWNSEND
HISTORICAL STATE PARK

Yet another historical state park, Fort Townsend
was built in 1856 and operated by the military un-
til a fire destroyed its barracks in 1895. The 367-
acre park features 3,960 feet of saltwater shore-
line on Port Townsend Bay.

BLUFF TRAIL

An easy 1.3-mile loop, the Bluff Trail takes half
an hour to complete with an elevation gain of 190
feet. The trail weaves through a thick forest be-
fore descending to the Fort Townsend beach.
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Q DOSEWALLIPS STATE PARK

Located in Brinnon, this 425-acre park fea-
tures a variety of mountain and shoreline
trails, attracting visitors for hiking, clam dig-
ging, fishing and boating. The park has 5,500
feet of saltwater shoreline on Hood Canal
and 5,400 feet of freshwater shoreline on ei-
ther side of the Dosewallips River.

MAPLE VALLEY AND STEAM DONKEY LOOP
This moderately challenging 3.1-mile loop
gains 554 feet in elevation and takes about an
hour and a half to complete. The trail winds
through a dense forest, crossing Phantom
Creek and a few small streams.

© WASHINGTON COAST

Washington’s coast is known for its breath-
taking scenery, tidepools, bluffs and drift-
wood-covered beaches, made accessible by
several trails. The coast is biodiverse, with
waters full of marine life, including whales,
sea otters, seals and seabirds.

THIRD BEACH TRAIL

This easy 1.4-mile out-and-back trail in Forks
has an elevation gain of 240 feet and takes
about an hour to complete. The trail winds
through a coastal forest before descending
onto Third Beach, a popular spot for beach-
combing and sunset viewing.

CAPE FLATTERY TRAIL

An easy 1.2-mile out-and-back trail, the Cape
Flattery Trail has an elevation gain of 229 feet
and takes half an hour to complete. The cape,
where the Strait of Juan de Fuca meets the
Pacific Ocean, is the northwesternmost point
in the continental U.S. and is home to sea
stacks and deep, narrow coves.

0 OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARK

Olympic National Park, which covers nearly 1
million acres, features a rainforest, coastline,
and mountains. With over 3 million visitors
annually, the park has trails for all skill lev-
els.

SPRUCE NATURE TRAIL

An easy 2.1-mile loop, the Spruce Nature
Trail takes about an hour to complete with
an elevation gain of 95 feet. The trail winds
through the Hoh Rain Forest, home to West-
ern Hemlock and Sitka Spruce trees.

MARYMERE FALLS

This easy 1.7-mile out-and-back trail has an
elevation gain of 314 feet and takes about an
hour to complete. The trail weaves through
an old-growth forest before reaching the
mossy 9o-foot waterfall.

HURRICANE HILL

A moderately challenging 3.4-mile out-and-
back trail, Hurricane Hill has an elevation of
826 feet and takes about two hours to com-
plete. The paved trail climbs to a panoram-
ic view of the Olympic Mountains, Puget
Sounds and Vancouver Island.

SOL DUC FALLS TRAIL

This easy 1.8-mile out-and-back trail has an
elevation gain of 259 feet and takes about an
hour to complete. The trail weaves through
an old-growth forest before reaching Sol Duc
Falls.
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When living at home is no longer an option,
you need a Caring Place.

“Exceeding Expectations for Loving, Thoughtful Care”

Port Townsend Port Angeles

ﬁ San Juan Villa ﬁ Laurel Place

Memory Care Community " Assisted Living | Memory Care

Services & Amenities

« Individualized Care Plans » Weekly Housekeeping & Laundry

o 24hr Care Team Staff « Activities & Life Enrichment Programs
e Dietitian Approved Menus & Snacks e« Transportation Arrangements

« Personal Hygiene Assistance « Respite Services

» Medication Management « Specialized Dementia Care

Offering individualized care in a warm home-like environment.
Come see how you can call our community home.

Call TODAY to schedule a tour!
(360) 344-3114 (360) 452-7201

112 Castellano Way 1133 East Park Avenue
Port Townsend, WA 98368 Port Angeles, WA 98362

For more information visit us online: CaringPlaces.com
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