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e APPLIANCES - CARPET & FLOORING - QUALITY FURNITURE

FIELD GRAND OPENING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND!
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& FLOORING 636-488-5922 STORE HOURS:

Formerly Kaminski’s) fieldfurnitureandflooring.com  Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00 Sat: 10:00-4:00




Let us protect your
Family and Home.
Call for a FREE quote today!

573-581-6002
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$50 off initial service on monthly service

:i T $200 off Sentricon termite preventative
system install. h
with coupon

e oo o o o e e e mm e o mm mm o mm mm mm o mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm Em

Pest Control = Lawn Care

|
[
[
|
|
4




HOME AND LAWN | GARDENING

Be Ready for Sprmg Gardenmg

The time and effort you put into preparation
in spring can lead to a thriving garden for the
rest of the warm months.

So take the time now to plant bulbs, organize
your garage or shed, repair and sharpen tools
and get your compost pile going again. Here’s
how:

GETTING ORGANIZED

If your garden shed isn’t heated or well-lit,
you may encounter an unpleasant surprise or
two when opening it back up for spring. The
structure might have sustained damage from
leaks or weather exposure. Rust can be an is-
sue. Rodents or other small creatures may have
taken up residence. When temperatures first
begin to rise, inspect the shed and then get to
work rectifying whatever issues you discover.

GARDENING TOOLS

Use a file to sharpen any tools with blades,
including pruners, shears and loppers. Lu-
bricate any tools with moving parts. If they're
still caked with mud from the last growing last
season, wash them with a garden hose and
then clean them in warm, soapy water. Next, use the same hose to
thoroughly clean the wheelbarrow, then oil the wheels and tighten
any loose bearings so it’s ready for the season ahead.

OTHER TASKS

Prune or remove any perennials that have become overgrown or
congested. Replace outdated supplies since items like grass seeds
may not remain viable over long periods of time. Take a quick look
around to make sure you have plenty of any needed fertilizers and
soil amendments for the upcoming year. If needed, consult with your
local extension office to better understand the specific needs of your
plants before they begin to sprout.

EARLY PLANTING

Now, you're ready. Spring is the time to plant bulbs for them to
bloom in summer and fall. Apply a fresh layer of mulch, too. Dyed
mulches are generally designed to last for several seasons, but typ-
ically still need a slight refresh after the long winter. Mulching early
will help with suppressing weed growth. It’s a good time to divide ex-
isting fall-blooming plants. Separating them now gives the individual
plants time to re-establish in their new locations. They’ll start devel-
oping the robust root systems they’ll eventually need when tempera-
tures begin to drop again.

Vegetable
Plants

Hanging
Baskets

Bedding
Plants

HOURS: 8:30aM TO 6PM
IVIoNDAY TO SATURDAY

Rose Bushes

CLOSED: SUNDAYS,
Goop Fripay (ApriL 18) Proven /
AscensioN DAy (May 29) Wlnners.

43431 Audrain Rd. 632
Vandalia, MO 63382

573.594.6885
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Heating and Cooling

Since 1997, Mommens Heating and
Cooling has steadily grown by offering
technical service and quality installation
of heating and cooling equipment in
Mexico and surrounding areas.

SERVICE & INSTALLATION
Commercial and residential
Furnaces « Air Conditioners

Heat Pumps
Geothermal Systems
Water Heaters

573-581-7970

1320 Paris Road, Mexico, MO 65265
www.mommenshvac.com

HOME AND LAWN | HEALTHY HOME
Avoid Allergens
Spring brings blossoming rﬂ
trees, blooming flowers and S
the discomfort of seasonal

allergies.

Experts say more than 50
million Americans are affect-
ed every year. Pollen is one of
the main culprits, followed by
various grasses, mold and dust R
that cause us to sneeze, cough <y

-

and rub our eyes. Unfortunate- 4 -

ly, there remains no cure for .

these allergies — but these key S

strategies can help mitigate a \! "

some of the worst reactions:

START BY DECLUTTERING

As you begin spring cleaning, consider one of the most com-
mon allergens found in our homes: Dust. Decluttering can quickly
reduce its accumulation around your home. Remove items like
unworn clothing, piles of reading material and old rags. Dust your
home regularly since HVAC systems tend to distribute these parti-
cles throughout our homes. Remember that everyone spends a con-
siderable amount of time in the bedroom, so focus on making this a
safe zone that’s free from allergens associated with clutter. In addi-
tion to dusting, regularly change out bed linens and pillowcases.

DEEP CLEANING

Spring brings an influx of pollen and other allergens into your
home, and not just through open doors. Maintaining a clean and
fresh environment also involves regular assessments of your home’s
air. Consider investing in high-quality filters for your living areas.

Local HVAC technicians may also have additional recommenda-
tions that will improve your home’s air quality. Bedding is particu-
larly prone to accumulating dust mites and pollen. They can cause
allergic reactions overnight while we are tucked in, or later in the
day after attaching themselves to our hair or clothing. Wash your
bedding in hot water at least once a week.

AROUND THE HOUSE

Next, look down. Give your carpet a thorough spring cleaning. For
the toughest jobs, it may be necessary to rent a commercial carpet
shampooer from a nearby hardware store or hire a professional
cleaning service. Remember that some carpet types are more prone
to trapping allergens and then releasing them into the air when
disturbed. After a deep cleaning, make it a habit to vacuum at least
once a week. Ensure that your air systems and ductwork are reg-
ularly cleaned. If any components are showing signs of wear and
tear, dust and moisture can easily get inside your home.



HOME AND LAWN | GARDEN TIPS

Before You Mulch

Every thriving flower bed starts with a solid foundation of mulch.
It provides a big aesthetic boost, of course, serving as a showcasing
background for your plants and shrubs.

More importantly, mulch also suppresses weeds, retains moisture
and enhances soil quality.

THE RIGHT TIME

Apply mulch in the spring after planting your seasonal flowers and
vegetables. Mulching around trees and other landscape features also
enhances their visual interest. You'll be putting the perfect finishing
touch to your gardening efforts. Over the next few months, mulch
will act as a protective layer that keeps weeds away. Into the winter, it
prevents plant displacement while shielding delicate plants from cold
weather. Once the mulch has fully decomposed, it’s time to refresh or
completely replenish.

EXPLORE THE OPTIONS

There is a wide variety of mulch available for any type of flower bed
or garden, including wood chips, bark, pine straw, rubber mulch,
dyed wood, grass clippings and even newspaper. Select a type that
complements the colors of your landscaping and home, and make
sure it suits your local environment. If you choose dyed mulch, apply
it during a period where it won’t rain for 24 to 48 hours to prevent
staining nearby hard surfaces.

HANDLING MULCH

Wear gardening gloves when handling mulch to shield your hands
from splinters and any dyes. Choose comfortable old clothing that
you don’t mind getting soiled. If you have allergies, consider wear-
ing a face mask for added protection. Use a wheelbarrow or cart
along with a shovel to transport the mulch, and lift from your knees
rather than your back. To complete the job, rake the mulch to create
an even layer.

MULCH CARE

If weeds begin emerging through the mulch, remove them manually
or apply a weed and grass killer. Mold may develop in areas where the
entire surface isn’t exposed to air and light. Gently turn the mulch and
evenly redistribute everything. As the mulch dries, the mold should
dissipate. Exposure to sun and rain will cause your mulch to fade and
break down, but that’s part of its purpose to enrich the soil. Turning
the mulch will also help maintain its appearance for a longer period.

Looking For Replacement Windows?

Sun Window Company has LOW FACTORY DIRECT

@

EST. 1989

LET S REPLACE YOUR WINDOWS FOR THE BEST EXPERIENCE UNDER THE

WINDOW COMPANY, INC.
141 Hwy 161, Middletown, MO
(573) 549-2080 | sunwindowco.com

PRICES on quality vinyl windows, and provides
EXPERT INSTALLATION by our craftsmen.

Call for your FREE ESTIMATE today!!

Sun provides a wide variety of new window
solutions for any size project. We are with you
from start to finish.

Solar Shades « Solar Screens

Plantation Shutters
sunwindowcobids@yahoo.com

Find us on

Facebook




Sprucing Up
the Outside

Freshening up your home’s exterior is a rite of passage for spring.

At some point, wear and tear will dictate that your house’s paint
job needs to be addressed. But whom should you hire? Here are a
few tips on hiring the right professional painter for the job:

WHY HIRE A PRO?

This job is typically too big, and might be too dangerous, for the
average homeowner to tackle. Instead, look for experienced paint
companies that specialize in exterior work (some painters focus
solely on interior projects, so save those for when you need to up-
date your kitchen). Before reaching out to potential painters, take
some time to familiarize yourself with the exterior surfaces of your
home. Browse home improvement stores and design magazines to
gather inspiration for your desired aesthetic. You might even con-
sider gathering some paint samples to help underscore the kind of
colors you prefer.

EARLY EVALUATION
The cost of these exterior jobs reaches into the thousands of dol-
lars, so conduct thorough research before you make a hire. Before
inviting painters to assess your home, look for online reviews and
neighbor recommendations. Get three to five pre-estimates for any
work you plan on having done, and then carefully evaluate them.
View examples of their previous work on other homes.

CONSULTATIONS AND QUOTES

Reputable painters will visit a home to provide an individualized
estimate. During this visit, they will inspect your paint job’s current
condition while identifying any architectural challenges that may
affect the project. This comprehensive evaluation helps them com-
plete a more precise quote. Present your ideas regarding colors and
seek their feedback. Their recommendations might include specific
products or finishes that are more suitable for your local climate.

Ask each paint contractor about their years of experience in the
industry. Make sure they are properly licensed and insured, and
ask about affiliations with professional associations. Pay close
attention to their professional insights, but don’t be persuaded into
choices that aren’t in line with your own budget or personal prefer-
ences.

Following this discussion, the painter will provide a more de-
tailed estimate. Review everyone’s quotes, paying attention to the
variations among them, before making a final decision. Ask about
guarantees on their work.

APR MO
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ON COMPACT TRACTORS

+Offer valid thru 4/30/2025. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details., 4%

YOU CAN DO IT “Sg ECT TURF & UTILITY VEHICLE
MAINTENANCE PARTS

*Offer valid thru May 31, 2025. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details. :

MEXICO
573-581-5900

DUTZOW
636-433-2256

HERMANN
573-486-3204

Yoorr povvtnen for the lond!
SNPartners.com @

PARTNERS
SYDENSTRICKER
NOBBE




We're Your Spring Home and Garden Center

We carry
a full
line of
poly
furniture!
Ready for
your
yard
or front

P i

/A5 WE HAVE A FULL LINE OF
RKSEN DERKSEN BUILDINGS!

PORTABLE BUILDINGS

[

Prairie’S Edge Mark your calendar now: Fall Fun Festivai :

on the Prairie is Saturday, Sept. 27,
G d C t starting at 9 a.m. Please join us for a day
al' en en er ; full of local craft and food vendors!
(Big Red Barn on the Outer Road, off Hwy. 61 South) : We will open the corn maze and
18011 Missouri Bus #161, Bowling Green, MO - 573-324-5757 pumpklr! patch that day as well to
kick off the season.
Monday-Saturday: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. »

. (Our corn maze runs Sept. 27-Oct. 31)
Check our Facebook page for more details! Stay tuned for more details!




HOME AND LAWN | IRRIGATION

Maintaining Your Sprinklers

So you've invested in a sprinkler or irrigation
system to maintain your lawn through the warm
months.

A professionally installed sprinkler system can
ensure years of lush shrubbery, bright flowers and
green grass.

When the ice and frost begin to melt, protect that
investment by performing early maintenance to
ensure everything’s in good working order before the
system shifts into overdrive for summer.

SPRING PREPARATIONS

The first part of the preparation process involves
patience. Confirm that frosty winter conditions have
passed before activating your sprinklers. If you run
water through the system while the ground remains
frozen, the pipes may burst during startup or shortly
thereafter. Assess your soil’s condition by digging
atleast a foot deep in an area away from the under-
ground tubing. If you encounter frozen soil, post-
pone the de-winterizing process until temperatures
are higher.

INITIAL EVALUATIONS

Begin at the control panel for the sprinklers, which . .
is generally outdoors near your home’s water system. Closely follow We are a full service Home builder!
instructions provided by the manufacturer or installer, while verifying
that the settings for time, date and zones remain correct. Inspect the
condition of your backup batteries if the sprinkler system depends on
them. If you have concerns regarding their remaining functionality,
contact the installation company.

Bring us your Custom Home Print or choose from one of ours.
We build in Warren County and surrounding areas.

CLEAN UP

Eh I J
IS JAEQE
Lhris Jaeges
Cleaning the sprinkler heads before the first use may be the most ) m )
labor-intensive part of this entire process, particularly if you have a E n Stpu Et-l . n n m E
large yard. Examine each one for any signs of wear and replace dam- b J J J L) & J ‘J [_J 3 J J J,j e e Gl

aged parts before activating the system. You can do this with an old

toothbrush, thoroughly cleaning all nozzles to ensure they distribute
water uniformly across their assigned zones.

After cleaning, make sure all valves are closed except for the noz-

zle that is farthest from the main water source, which should remain
open to allow trapped air to escape. Gradually open the main valve
until you hear water flowing and then allow the main line to fill
steadily. For larger systems, you may want to only slightly open the

ChrisjaegerCustomHomes.com

valve over a period of minutes. Opening it too quickly could result in ﬁ Chris Jaeger Custom Home Construction LLC
costly mishaps like ruptured pipes or valves.
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HOME AND LAWN | UPGRADES

A First-Timer’s Guide to Kitchen Remodeling

Kitchen upgrades are among the
most common renovation projects
homeowners tackle. Even so, it’s a
big project for a first-time renova-
tion, and the final results are sure
to be stronger with some detailed
planning from the start.

Take into account these five tips
from the experts at Wellborn Cabinet
to help first-time kitchen remodelers
achieve the kitchens of their dreams:

1. Plan Your Budget
Establish a clear and realistic
budget. Factor in costs for materials,
labor and some extra for unexpected
expenses. Sticking to your budget
can help ensure you enjoy the out-

4. Hire Professionals

Work with experienced contractors
and designers. Their expertise can
help you avoid common pitfalls and
ensure your remodel meets all safety
and building codes. What’s more,
these professionals have likely en-
countered and overcome all kinds of
challenges, which means they’ll be
well-prepared to help you navigate
unexpected obstacles and provide a
wealth of knowledge from previous
clients to help make recommenda-
tions for the perfect finished space.

5. Stay Flexible
Be prepared for unexpected chal-

come of the project while avoiding

financial stress. Your contractor can help you strike a balance be-
tween your vision and financial resources. You may also find it help-
ful to consult with a real estate professional who can ensure your
plans are in line with the overall value of your home and neighbor-
hood.

2. Prioritize Functionality

Design with practicality in mind. Ensure there’s enough count-
er space and storage to create an efficient workflow. Consider the
kitchen work triangle; that is, be conscious of the travel pattern
among the sink, stove and refrigerator.

Additionally, look for opportunities to incorporate functional
storage in unexpected places. One example is the exposed end of
a cabinet run or side of the refrigerator, where there is often wast-
ed space. One example is a shallow cleaning utility cabinet from
Wellborn Cabinet that fits a broom, dustpan and everyday clean-
ing supplies neatly, giving you practical access to frequently used
supplies. A variation on this cabinet offers a spice rack designed for
easy access to cooking essentials. Other options in the line include
an over-fridge cabinet with a combination of shelves, sheet pan or
cutting board storage and a trash can-cutting board combination.

3. Choose Quality Materials

Consider factors such as durability, maintenance requirements
and compatibility with your design aesthetic when selecting materi-
als for your kitchen. You may be tempted to cut corners and stretch
your money further, but quality materials are a critical element of
successful renovations. Prioritize high-quality materials that stand
the test of time. Durable countertops, solid cabinetry and reliable
appliances typically save money in the long run, and they’ll en-
hance the overall look and value of your kitchen.

lenges and delays. Stay adaptable
and open to changes and remember
patience is key to achieving the kitchen of your dreams. Materials
go on backorder and paperwork gets misplaced all the time. Set a
realistic timeline for your project that allows for some hiccups and
try to avoid becoming too rigidly attached to any single element of
the design, so if you have to make a modification, it doesn’t feel like
a monumental sacrifice. (Family Features)

UPGRADES COMPLETED

Open all day, easy to pay.

When you're on the go and need fuel, Petro-Card 24
is there 24 hours every day. And now that you can pay
directly at the pump, it's even faster and more convenient.

Open to the public. All major cards accepted.

202 Depot St.
Marthasville, MO

87 foi

mfaoil.com

30ss s30ss

CLEAR RED
DIESEL  DIESEL

o No fluff. Just fuel.

s

Earn free fuel with Petro-Card 24!



HOME AND LAWN | STYLES

Inspiring Ideas for
Kitchen Islands

Adding an island to your kitchen offers many functional and aesthetic
benefits, and there are styles to suit every type of kitchen.

Galley Kitchen Island: This type of island is more functional than
design-forward, conveniently adding extra storage and counter space.
This conventional configuration works well in most kitchen layouts, both
large and small, and can be constructed to fit almost any kitchen.

Table-Style Kitchen Island: If you want a unique addition, an island
table is the way to go, whether you opt for a custom-made piece or
upcycle an antique. The beauty of a table-style island is that it serves a
functional and decorative purpose, warming up a modern kitchen and
adding personality.

Double Kitchen Island: Incorporating multiple islands — often called
a double island kitchen — can improve traffic flow, increase storage
space and seating and create additional space for meal prep, cooking,
washing and eating. Plus, islands are ideal for implementing design ele-
ments such as complementing materials and finishes, pops of color and
unique cabinetry components including door styles and hardware.

Rolling Kitchen Island: This convenient solution adds flexibility with
extra storage and counter space. You can easily tuck it away to open up
more floor space when done, and this portable island can easily roam
around the kitchen so you can place it where you need it.

Two-Tier Kitchen Island: While you can cook and eat on any island,
the two-tier creates a clear boundary where you can cook on one side

and eat on the other. This all-encompassing island is perfect for larger
families and homeowners who like to entertain.

Chef’s Kitchen Island: If you want to showcase your cooking skills
or have a private chef cooking for friends and family, a chef’s island is
a unique solution. Installation requires the appropriate ventilation and
electrical, which may be well worth it if you frequently cook for family or
friends.

Round Kitchen Island: Compared to a typical rectangular island,
arounded option is an eye-catching way to add more seating in your
kitchen for entertaining family and friends.

L-Shaped Kitchen Island: If you have a lot of space in your kitchen,
an L-shaped island can fill the area. The design provides extra cooking
space, allowing you to accommodate multiple chefs in the kitchen. You
can also add seating for family and friends.

U-Shaped Kitchen Island: Best suited for large, open-concept
kitchens, a U-shaped island creates storage space and room to install
appliances such as a bar fridge, sink or range with prep space left to
prepare meals.
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Eligibility Requirements
« Purchase of primary residences only
« 1-4 Unit family dwellings
« Credit score 660 or higher
« Qualifying household must be at or
below 80% of the Federal Housing
Finance Agency Area Median

Peoples Savings

Bank

Income.

OurPSB.com

Learn More

SCAN ME

Spring Lynch
(573) 784-0018

Mortgage Rate Relief

Qualified applicants will receive an approximate 1.5%* rate reduction
below the current market rate on a 30-year fixed-rate mortgage.

Funds are limited, speak with a loan officer today to see

if you qualify!

®

y

Darren Schmidt

Derek Stuckenschneider

(573) 568-8996 (573) 818-2740

NMLS# 1705285

NMLS# 586101 NMLS# 2055300

_ Member . . . . . . .
NMLS# 466425 Q [)][ell  *Qualified borrower receives approximate 1.5 percentage points lower than the current market rate. Program funds are limited and expire on 12/31/25




HOME AND LAWN | STAY ORGANIZED

Get the Most out of Storage

Is your garage starting to overflow with household
items? Simple shelving units might not be enough to
accommodate it all.

Turn to innovative storage solutions like these to
optimize your available space:

MAKING A PLAN

Fully customized garage storage systems are avail-
able, but it’s not necessary to spend tons of money
to have a more functional space. Consider exploring
yard sales, classified ads or resale shops for thriftier
garage storage alternatives. Those who are open to
items with minor cosmetic imperfections can find
quality storage solutions that are sturdy enough to
support your belongings but also far more affordable.

WALL STORAGE

When floor space is at a premium, explore inven-
tive ways to store items like bicycles, sports gear, and
lawn equipment on the walls. Hooks are a common
option. A modular wall-mounted slat storage sys-
tem can also provide the flexibility to fit any specific
need. You can enhance the slats with wire baskets or
hooks to accommodate a wide range of items, from
rakes to garden hoses. Transform the interior of your
garage door into valuable storage space by attaching metal brackets
to securely hold lightweight sports equipment like fishing rods in a
horizontal position.

VERTICAL OPTIONS

Plastic storage bins help us all organize and separate things by
season, sport or family member. But they can only be stacked so high
- and that setup makes it very difficult to access anything but the top
bin. Construct storage towers with plywood shelving so that individ-
ual bins can be removed and then returned after use. You can also
store light-weight items in plastic storage bins up above by screwing
T-shaped 2x2 pieces of wood into the ceiling and then sliding the bins
in place. Take advantage of unused space in the garage by creating
corner shelves in the existing studs.

SUSPENDED STORAGE

If you want to clear out space on the floor of your garage, you can
also look up. Items that are infrequently used can be stored in ele-
vated areas. If you have a ladder available, installing a fixed overhead
storage shelf is an easy option. Bicycle storage systems now incorpo-
rate a rope and pulley mechanism with hooks, allowing you to se-
curely store them overhead. A similar pulley system can be employed
to lift a metal shelf for storing items in plastic bins.

FOOTPRINT!
e [and Loans °
e (Construction Loans °

e Home Mortgage Loans
o Refinances & Purchases
o Fixed Rates & Adjustable
e Home Improvement Loans o
e Commercial Real Estate Loans
o Construction & Land Loans
Equipment Financing

¥ BuILDING DREAMS - Fii "
i (9% LMM, A»T4 7;;4/&7 —:i« é 7 .I ;
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THE MISSOURI BANK HAS FINANCING
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE TO HELP YOU
EXPAND YOUR PERSONAL OR BUSINESS

Lines of Credit
Working Capital
Financing
Business Acquisition
Loans ‘
Small Business
Administration
(SBA) Loans
Letter of Credit
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COMING SOON

NEW RETAIL | 1200 SQ FT up HOUSING |3 & 4 BDR
SPACES | to 9500 SQFT & CONDOS | HOUSING

636-488-5427

MODULAR CONSTRUGTION ING.

NEW RESIDENTIAL HOMES
HUNTER OAKS

e Hunter Saak

INVESTMENTS [ s

CALL (314) 393-7382 OR (636) 488-5644




HOME AND LAWN | DEEP CLEANING

Before You Power Wash

Summer can be hard on the exteriors of our homes. If you're
ready for deep cleaning, pressure washing is the easiest and most
thorough option.

It can give you a clean slate if you're considering any touch-
ups. Still, safety can be a concern with these powerful machines.
Here’s a checklist to consider before you pressure wash.

ELECTRICAL DANGERS

Washers with over 100 pounds per square inch of pressure can
be extremely dangerous, potentially causing severe injuries. Test
the ground-fault circuit interrupter before using the machine.
Pressure washers must be plugged into a properly grounded
receptacle. Never remove the third prong from the power cord.
This is designed to protect you by providing proper grounding.
Wear rubber-soled shoes that provide insulation. This will pro-
tect you from any potential electrical shocks.

If you must use an extension cord, make sure the connection is
kept away from standing water. Always use a heavy-duty exten-
sion cord that is specifically rated for use in wet locations. Never
attempt to splice or cut the machine’s power cord or any exten-

sion cords. This poses a serious risk since it can lead to electrical
malfunctions. Those who have gasoline-powered washers should
avoid air intakes and enclosed spaces, since the exhaust can be toxic.

OPERATOR ERRORS

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reminds users to re-
fer to the safety instructions in their owner’s manual. In general, avoid
pointing the pressure washer at yourself or others. Be cautious with
the high-pressure spray since it can move objects around, potentially
causing harm to bystanders or yourself. Never allow children to oper-
ate a pressure washer, and keep them away while the equipment is in
use. Many operator errors happen in situations where there is a lack of
adult supervision.

IN CASE OF ACCIDENT
If you injure yourself with a pressure washer, remember that even
seemingly small wounds can be more serious than they might appear
at first.
For more manageable mishaps, it’s recommended to wash the
wound thoroughly with soap and clean water, removing any dirt or

debris. This will help prevent potential infection. Cover the wound with

a bandage or clean cloth to protect against contamination. Otherwise,
seek immediate medical treatment, as needed.

Home and Lawn is a free publication published by
Westplex Media Group, publisher of The Warren County
Record, Montgomery Standard and Mexico Ledger.
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For advertising inquiries, call 636-456-6397,
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HOME AND LAWN | BACKYARD FUN

Create a Cozy Outdoor Space

with a Backyarc

A firepit can serve as a warm
and inviting backyard retreat,
perfect for roasting marshmal-
lows for s’'mores or stargazing
while wrapped in cozy blan-
kets. Before you can share time
around the firepit with loved
ones, however, consider these
tips to elevate your outdoor
space.

Choosing the Right Design

When it comes to building
a DIY firepit, the design you
choose can significantly impact
the aesthetics and functionality.
From classic stone pits to mod-
ern metal designs, the options
are nearly endless. Think about
the size and shape as well. Cir-
cular designs are traditional and
encourage conversation while

square or rectangular pits offer a
more contemporary look.

Gathering Materials and Tools

Essential materials include
bricks, stones or metal parts for
the structure, as well as gravel
or sand for the base. Fireproof
materials are a must to ensure
safety and longevity. You'll also
need tools such as a shovel for
digging the base, a level to ensure
even construction and adhesive
or mortar for binding materials
together. Depending on your de-
sign, you may require a metal fire
ring, grill grate or mesh cover.

Keeping Safety in Mind
Safety should be your top pri-
ority when building and using
a backyard firepit. Always place

your firepit at least 10 feet away
from any structures, trees or
flammable materials. Make sure
the area is clear of dry leaves and
other debris that could catch

fire. Consider installing a spark
screen to prevent embers from
escaping and always keep a
bucket of water or fire extinguish-
er nearby.

Enhancing Ambiance with
Seating and Lighting
Creating a cozy atmosphere
around your firepit involves more

than just the fire itself. Com-
fortable seating is essential for
making your outdoor space in-
viting. Choose weather-resistant
chairs, benches or DIY log stools
arranged in a circle to foster
conversation. Ambient lighting
from string lights, lanterns or
solar-powered path lights can
elevate the mood and extend the
usability of your firepit into the
evening. Consider adding citro-
nella candles or torches to keep
insects at bay while enhancing
the ambiance. (Family Features)
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Affiliate Agent
Your home is your biggest investment.

You provide the house and we'll provide
the Shelter.
Let us help you design an insurance plan
that's right for you .

CALL US TODAY! 4 ’r

it

SHELTER 201 NORTHWEST AVE

WRIGHT CITY MO 63390
(636) 745-2514




HOME AND LAWN | SEASONAL REMINDERS

Safety Tips for the Season

The change in seasons offers a great op-
portunity to spot-check the home’s various
safety systems and components to ensure
your family’s well-being.

You might have overlooked everyday wear
and tear, batteries might be running low or
upgrades may be needed. This potential-
ly life-saving equipment might be needed
sooner than you think.

SMOKE DETECTORS

We usually associate smoke detector
maintenance with changing the batteries.
But the detectors themselves should be
replaced every 10 years, according to ex-
perts. Check the manufacturing date on the
back of the detector to make sure yours is
still within its decade-long lifespan. If you're
buying new ones, consider modern smoke
alarm options that also detect C02 or syn-
chronize through the home.

Install them in each bedroom, outside
every sleeping area, and at each of the levels
of your home. Test your alarms at least once

a month by pressing the designated button -
and replace the batteries at least once a year.
An easy way to remember this is to switch
them out when the clocks change each
spring for Daylight Saving Time.

FIRE EXTINGUISHER

Another critical safety device that requires
maintenance is a fire extinguisher. You can’t
just buy one and trust it will work forever.
Regular inspections ensure its effective-
ness. Check the pressure gauge located near
the lever of your extinguisher, and look for
any visible signs of damage or wear. Most
high-quality extinguishers have a lifespan
of five to 15 years, but that period can differ
depending on the manufacturer.

ALARMS AND LOCKS
Investing in a home security system is one
of the most effective strategies for protect-
ing your property. Many companies provide
24/7 emergency monitoring services that
will notify you and the authorities if your

alarm detects a potential threat. You'll have
peace of mind, whether at home or away.
Inspect and replace locks around your home
as needed. If their basic working integrity is
compromised, whether on a door or win-
dow, you may be at risk of losing valuables
and jeopardizing your family’s safety. Pay
close attention to locks that are difficult to
operate and windows that still move while
locked. Both are indications that a replace-
ment may be needed.
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LEARN MORE

Be treated
like a neighbor,
not a numbetr.

We aren’t some faceless national company. * 100% Fiber optic network

We are locally owned, based in Wright City. « Symmetrical speeds up to 2 Gigs

When you call us, you get a real person. Our » Free mesh network Wi-Fi

mission is to build connected communities, * Local customer service representatives
advance economic development, and who answer the phone

bridge the digital divide —right here in our * Plans starting at $65 per month

own backyard. » No contracts. No hidden fees. No kidding.

GATEWAYFIBER.COM | 888.201.4339



S FIELD - APPLIANCES
w FURNITURE - CARPET & FLOORING
1 & FLOORING - QUALITY FURNITURE

(Formerly Kaminski’s)

THIS AREA'S LARGEST SELECTION OF
LA-Z-BOY COMFORT FOR YOUR HOME!

Service After the Sale * 12 MONTHS No Interest

21 MISSOURI NN Financing for those who qualify!
JONESBURG’ MO 63351 Mon-Fri 8%5—%%I(_)A§;8rgaR3/s1000400

GRAND OPENING HOURS:
- - Thur-5/22: 8:30-5:00 « Fri-5/23: 8:30-8:00

. . Sat-5/24: 10:00-6:00
fieldfurnitureandflooring.com Sun-Mon (Memorial Weekend): Closed so our employees

can spend time with their families
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