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More Than a Million FFA Members celebrate National FFA Week
People across the country are celebrating Nation-

al FFA Week from Saturday, February 15, through 
Saturday, February 22. This event gives the organi-
zation’s more than one million members, as well as 
alumni and supporters, the opportunity to come to-
gether with the common goal of sharing FFA’s value 
and impact from their own hometown.

The National FFA Organization works to develop 
young leaders through classroom instruction in ag-
ricultural education, leadership opportunities, and 
hands-on learning (known as SAEs or Supervised 
Agricultural Experiences). This is the first time Na-
tional FFA Week has been celebrated since the re-
cord-breaking announcement of the organization’s 
milestone of reaching more than one million mem-
bers.

“National FFA Week serves as a powerful remind-
er of the vital role that agricultural education and 
leadership development play in shaping our future,” 
said National FFA Advisor Dr. Travis Park. “It’s a 
time of celebration and reflection as FFA members, 
advisors, and supporters come together to honor the 
impact of this extraordinary organization. National 
FFA Week strengthens the bond between members 
and their communities, ensuring the legacy of ag-
riculture and education thrives for generations to 
come.”

The six National FFA Officers will connect with 
chapters throughout the week by leading work-
shops, delivering keynotes and interacting with 
students on a more personal level. President Thad 
Bergschneider will be traveling to South Dakota. 
Secretary Luke Jennings will be traveling to Wash-
ington. Central Region Vice President Mary Schrie-
ber will be traveling to South Carolina. Eastern 
Region Vice President Caroline Groth will be trav-
eling to North Dakota. Western Region Vice Presi-
dent Abigale Jacobsen will be traveling to Missouri. 
Southern Region Vice President Jack Lingenfelter 
will be traveling to Pennsylvania.

“FFA Week is a celebration of what makes our or-
ganization impactful… and what is it? What turns 
shy, reserved middle schoolers and freshmen into 
confident communicators? What learning could 
possibly result in hours of bus rides after school, 
working when it is not required, and serving when 
it is not asked for?” said Thaddeus Bergschneider, 
2024-25 National FFA President. “For me, it’s an-
swered with three gavel taps and a room full of unit-
ed voices saying, ‘to practice brotherhood, honor 
agricultural opportunities and responsibilities, and 
develop those qualities of leadership which an FFA 
member should possess.’ That statement is the way 
we start every meeting, and I find it pretty fitting to 

kick off our 2025 FFA Week with the same remind-
er. Let’s enjoy the brotherhood and community of 
our organization, honor the industry that challenges 
us to change the world, and let’s dedicate ourselves 
to exemplifying the character of our organization.”
GET INVOLVED IN NATIONAL FFA WEEK

Each day of National FFA Week is marked by a 
unique opportunity to get involved:

Saturday, February 15 – FFA Week kicks off 
Sunday, February 16 is SAE Sunday – an op-

portunity to showcase the hands-on learning and 
supervised agricultural experiences (SAEs) that 
each FFA student participates in

Monday, February 17 is the Day of Service – 
each chapter is encouraged to serve their local com-
munity

Tuesday, February 18 is Alumni Day – cele-
brating the role alumni and supporters play in the 
success of students and local chapters

Wednesday, February 19 is Advisor Apprecia-
tion Day – a chance for students and alumni to rec-
ognize the agriculture teachers who have made an 
impact on their lives

Thursday, February 20 is Give FFA Day – a 
day dedicated to raising money to support FFA and 
agricultural education on local, state, and national 
levels

Friday, February 21 is Wear Blue Day – people 
are encouraged to show FFA pride by wearing blue, 
the color of the iconic FFA jacket

Saturday, February 22 is the last day of FFA 
Week

Several chapters across the country will be partic-
ipating in their own special events to commemorate 
the occasion.

The Norfolk FFA Chapter in Massachusetts will 
create quilts to donate to local care centers that 
serve expecting mothers and foster children as part 
of a fiber and agricultural education service project.

The Bergman FFA Chapter in Arkansas is setting 
up a petting zoo at its elementary school and kicking 
off a “Hunger Games”-style event where students 
compete to collect the most food for students in 
need.

The Odessa FFA Chapter in Delaware will contin-
ue its “Read to Lead” tradition, bringing FFA mem-
bers into kindergarten through fifth-grade classes to 
read agriculture-related books to young students.

This year’s National FFA Week will also include 
the 10th Annual Give FFA Day on Thursday, Febru-
ary 20. During the 24 hours of giving, the National 
FFA Organization has the goal of raising $1.5 mil-
lion. The money raised supports special programs 
and events, provides iconic FFA blue jackets to stu-
dents, supplements travel costs for career and lead-
ership opportunities, and pays for teacher support 
and resources. To receive a text alert on Give FFA 
Day to donate directly to the National FFA Organi-
zation, visit FFA.org/GiveFFADay.

The National FFA Organization is a school-based 
national youth leadership development organization 
with more than 1,027,200 student members as part 
of 9,235 local FFA chapters in all 50 states, Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

About National FFA Organization
The National FFA Organization is a school-based 

national youth leadership development organiza-
tion of more than 1,027,200 student members as 
part of 9,235 local FFA chapters in all 50 states, 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The FFA 
mission is to make a positive difference in the lives 
of students by developing their potential for pre-
mier leadership, personal growth and career success 
through agricultural education. For more, visit the 
National FFA Organization online at FFA.org and on 
Facebook and Twitter.

About National FFA Foundation
The National FFA Foundation builds partner-

ships with industry, education, government, other 
foundations, and individuals to secure financial re-
sources that recognize FFA member achievements, 
develop student leaders, and support the future of 
agricultural education. Governed by a 19-member 
board of trustees composed of educators, business 
leaders, individual donors and FFA Alumni, the 
foundation is a separately registered nonprofit orga-
nization. About 82 percent of every dollar received 
by the foundation supports FFA members and ag-
ricultural education opportunities. For more, visit 
FFA.org/Give.
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1101 W. Monroe St. #103
 Mexico, MO  • 573-581-6930

200 East Jackson St.
 Mexico, MO  • 573-581-7561

WE SUPPORT 
OUR LOCAL FFA!

Proud to support our local 
FFA Chapters.

573-581-4444
1808 E. Liberty St. • Mexico

www.mfaoil.com

MFA Oil has been serving agricultural, commercial 
and residential customers since 1929. We are 

committed to providing the best products and 
services, and to giving back to our communities.

Our Rural Roots Run Deep.

Take advantage of our decades of expertise 
and commitment to quality. 

Give us a call today to learn more!

MFA OIL OFFERS
✓ Premium Lubricants
✓ Farm Delivery
✓ Patronage Dividends 

for Co-op Members

✓ Propane
✓ Detergent Gasoline
✓ BOSS® Performance Diesel 

(Clear & Red-Dyed)

1212 East Liberty Street
Mexico, MO 65265

573-581-2890
millertiremissouri.com

71 Years... and Counting!

Proud supportersProud supporters
of our of our 

FFAFFA
CommunityCommunity

Pictured (left to right) Front Row: 
Garrett Hopke, Brandon Kurz, 
Reece Culwell, Rebecca Motley, 
Erin Childs, Khloe Wallace, 
Jackson Fisher, Makayla McCurdy, 
Mylee Keller, Chloe Zumwalt; 
Second Row: Claire Lavy, Brady Puls, 
Slade Keller, Trenton Jennings, 
Corbin Roed, Gabe Freie, 
Micah Bailey; Third Row: Faith Griffith, 
Elaina Brogden, Emma Freie, 
Autumn Donaldson, Elliott Utterback, 
Madelyn Carman, Kylie Miller, 
Kaylynne Wallace; Fourth Row: Kinize 
Carman, Payton Kirn, Grace Smith, 
Megan McCurdy, Addi Kirkpatrick, 
Carly Hunn, Adrianna Craven, 
Kylie Dameron, Bryleigh Gaw; 
Fifth Row: Maxx Schuckenbrock, 
Dillion Miller, James Hays, Kaden 
Whiteaker, Bryce Reading, Lukas Foster, 
Nathan Conrick. Last Row: Pacey Reading, 
Dalton Dameron, Jaykob Green, 
Landon Flowers, Ty Evans, Easton Sharp, 
Evan Utterback. 

We believe in the future 
of agriculture. 

Our Van-Far FFA chapter is grow-
ing great leaders that will one day 
have a great impact on our commu-
nity. As we move to the future, we 
see there is a need for leadership. 
Our FFA chapter is getting students 
ready for what is to come, teaching 
them how to be great leaders, and 
getting them involved in our commu-
nity. This year, our chapter consists 
of 74 FFA members in grades ninth 
through twelfth. 

We believe in leadership. 
This year, our 2024-2025 offi-

cer team planned some great events 
while celebrating FFA week to get 
members active and excited about 
FFA. From our traditional events 
such as the annual FFA Barnwarm-
ing, FFA Church Sunday, the Com-
munity and Supporters Breakfast, 
Area V Battle of the Chapters, and 
the annual FFA BBQ. The officer 
team and advisors have worked hard 
to make these events great! Although 
these all sound like fun events, our 
members have worked hard to go on 
trips by raising money from our an-
nual fruit sales, plant sales, and the 

annual BBQ. These events would not 
be possible without the endless sup-
port of our community! 

We believe in experiences. 
Our students have experienced 

many once in a lifetime trips 
through our chapter. Some of those 
trips include the State FFA Conven-
tion, National FFA Convention, FFA 
Camp, and HYMAX academy. This 
year we had FFA members partici-
pate in many different community 
service events including, serving at 
the Historical Society Card Party 
and hanging Christmas lights at the 
local nursing home. 

We believe in career 
development. 

This year we have high hopes for 
our CDE and LDE contests, as we al-
ready have members studying hard! 
Students will be participating in 
multiple CDE’s and LDE’s includ-
ing Nursery Landscaping, Ag Me-
chanics, Public Speaking, and many 
more. Outside of contests, we have 
our trapshooting team. Our trap-
shooting team competed through-
out the fall in various trap shoots 
around the area and will be compet-
ing at state again in April. 
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We support our local FFA

North Side of the Square
109 W. Monroe, Mexico, MO 65265

573-581-7064 • Cell: 573-473-7513

myachd.org

WE SUPPORT OUR
LOCAL FFA

Call us today at 
573-581-1377 

for all your 
garage door 

needs!

Serving Mexico 
and all of central 
Missouri 

Proud to support our students 

Certified installers and service technicians 

who are changing our world 
through 

FFA

TERESA L. ALLEN
Recorder of Deeds

Audrain County Courthouse
101 N Jefferson St., Rm 105

Mexico MO  

105 N. Washington
Mexico, MO

(573) 567-4083(573) 567-4083

PROUD PROUD 
SUPPORTERSUPPORTER
OF OUR OF OUR 
FFA!FFA!

stop bystop by
today attoday at

Come in for a CHANGE!

#1 Choice of
Top Mechanics

Proud Supporter of
Future Farmers of America

Owner Kevin Shaw
815 E. Liberty, Mexico, MO 65265

(573) 581-0005
Fax (573) 581-4495

>>> Van-Far Ag Leaders <<<
Name: Erin Childs 
Parents: Kurt & Amy Childs 
What are your future plans? To 

attend the university of Missouri - Co-
lumbia to study Nutrition and Exercise 
Physiology 

What is your favorite FFA 
memory? Going to state in food sci-
ence CDE 

What is your SAE? I own my own 
eBay company called Erin’s Agricul-
tural Emponium 

How has FFA impacted your 
life? FFA has given me many oppor-
tunities that have helped me grow as 
a leader, build amazing relationships, 
and impact my community. FFA has 
made me who I am today, and I am 
very thankful for its impact on my life. 

Name: Rebecca Motley 
Parents: Kevin & Beth Motley 
What are your future plans? 

Attend the university of Missouri - Co-
lumbia 

What is your favorite FFA mem-
ory? Attending National Convention 

What is your SAE? I work in food 
services at Dairy Queen 

How has FFA impacted your 
life? FFA brought me many friends, 
opportunities and memories that i will 
forever cherish 

Name: Reece Culwell 
Parents: Shannon Culwell Jr. 

(Deceased) and Felicity Culwell (De-
ceased) 

What are your future plans? At-
tend Mizzou and major in Agrriculture 

What is your favorite FFA mem-
ory? Going to State in Food Science 

What is your SAE? Crop produc-
tion 

How has FFA impacted your 
life? It has taught me how to be a lead-
er and strive to accomplish my goals. 

Name: Abbie Shelton 
Parents: Chris & Christy Shelton 
What are your future plans? Go 

to college and become a nurse practi-
tioner 

What is your favorite FFA mem-
ory? National Convention 

What is your SAE? My job at the 
nursing home 

How has FFA impacted your 
life? It has helped me meet new people, 
set goals to hold myself to a higher stan-
dard, and has helped me get involved in 
our chapter and community 

Name: Emma Schambach 
Parents: Dean & Gina Schambach 
What are your future plans? At-

tend the University of Missouri - Co-
lumbia and get my Bachelor’s in Health 
Science in Clinical and Diagnostic Sci-
ence with an emphasis in Radiography 

What is your favorite FFA mem-
ory? Attending National Convention 

What is your SAE? DG Market 
How has FFA impacted your 

life? FFA has brought me many oppor-
tunities and has me to branch out of my 
small circle 

Name: Gabe Freie 
Parents: Tiffany Hale & Mark Frieie 
What are your future plans? At-

tend UCM, Athletic Training 
What is your favorite FFA mem-

ory? Working in the shop 
What is your SAE? Lawn mowing 
How has FFA impacted your 

life? Helped me understand agricul-
ture and more 

Name: Kylie Miller 
Parents: David & Kelly Miller 
What are your future plans? Be-

coming a Veterinarian 
What is your favorite FFA mem-

ory? National Convention 

What is your SAE? Livestock 
How has FFA impacted your life? 

Gives me the opportunity to meet new 
people, become active in agriculture and 
builds connections and life lessons for 
the future. 

Name: Kaylynne Wallace 
Parent: Kassie Scott 
What are your future plans? Ani-

mal Care Specialist 
What is your favorite FFA mem-

ory? National Convention 
What is your SAE? Baptist Homes 

of Tri-County 
How has FFA impacted your life? 

FFA has pushed me out of my com-
fort zone and has made me do things I 
wouldn’t normally do. It has connected 
me to different people and showed me 
how important agriculture is. 

Name: Grace Smith 
Parent: Alan Smith 
What are your future plans? Be-

come a Radiology Technologist 
What is your favorite FFA mem-

ory? Going to state Convention for con-
test 

What is your SAE? Working at the 
nursing home 

How has FFA impacted your life? 
Improved my public speaking skills as 
well as improving my drive to do greater 
things. 

Name: Madelyn Carman 
Parents: Melody and Mark Carman 
What are your future plans? Go 

to MACC and become a veterinarian as-
sistant 

What is your favorite FFA mem-
ory? Going to FFA camp 

What is your SAE? Swine produc-
tion and working at County Market 

How has FFA impacted your life? 
By giving me an organization to expand 

my knowledge of animals and allow 
hands-on experience for me and my 
peers. 

Name: Kaden Whiteaker 
Parents: Kassandra Barclay 
What are your future plans? 

Higher Education 
What is your favorite FFA 

memory? Getting first in entomology 
Sophomore year. 

What is your SAE? For my SAE I 
work at Dairy Queen 

How has FFA impacted your 
life? It made me find what I wanted 
to do in the future and helped me grow 
a love for trucks and tractors, leading 
me to want to be a diesel mechanic. 

Name: Autumn Donaldson 
Parents: Samantha Day and Mat-

thew Donaldson 
What are your future plans? To 

become a nurse 
What is your favorite FFA 

memory? National Convention 
What is your SAE? The nursing 

home and owning pigs and chickens. 
How has FFA impacted your 

life? I have met new people and came 
out of my comfort zone to talk to oth-
ers and explore more into the agricul-
ture industry. 

Name: Zyah Griffith 
Parents: Janessa Lee and Kenneth 

Griffith 
What are your future plans? At-

tend College and study Law 
What is your favorite FFA 

memory? Barnwarming 
What is your SAE? My job at 

Walmart 
How has FFA impacted your 

life? It has helped me interact with 
people I didn’t think I would and has 
helped me be more involved. 
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Helping Farmers 
Grow for More  
Than 165 Years
Put us to work for your  
unique banking needs. 

callawaybank.com/ag • 573-642-3322
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Dr. Carl Abbott  •  Dr. Teresa Stice
TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER:

1235 W. Monroe, Mexico  
573-581-8668

www.precisioneyecaremo.com

205 W. Highway 54, Vandalia  
573-594-2525

WE SUPPORT 
OUR LOCAL FFA!

651 Commerce Road
Mexico, MO 65265

573.615.6688573.615.6688
www.tigersoyllc.com

Proud 
Supporters 
of FFA 
Week!

3800 S. Clark • Mexico, MO 65265

573-581-2277 
www.fischerbodyshop.com

Fixin’ Big Problems, Cars Too!

PROUD FFAPROUD FFA
SUPPORTERS!SUPPORTERS!

Bill Baker •  Jenna Baker-Tapia
1331 Paris Road, Mexico, MO • 573-567-5065

Crop Insurance Specialists
Muti-peril Crop Insurance

Hail Insurance
Pasture Rangeland and Forage Insurance

Proud supporter
of FFA!

Find us on Facebook!

TRAPSHOOTING: (left to right) Front Row: Garrett 
Hopke, Kaden Whiteaker, Slade Keller, Maxx 
Schuckenbrock. Second Row: Brady Puls, James Hays, 
Elaina Brogden, Makayla McCurdy, Chase Mcfee. Third 
Row: Micah Bailey, Dalton Dameron, Jackson Fisher, 
Claire Lavy. 

MUD VOLLEYBALL: Students kicked off the school year 
with our annual mud volleyball tournament. 

DEGREE CEREMONY: Freshman students were awarded their Greenhand Degree. This is the first step in a 
successful FFA career. 

FOOD FOR AMERICA: Van-Far FFA Members held their 
annual Food For America this Fall at the elementary 
school. Members hosted stations to talk about 
agriculture and allow the students to learn about the 
agriculture industry. 

AMERICAN DEGREES: Abby Carlyle receiving her 
American Degree 
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Spring Into Green graphic and deal (0 for 60 with zero down / up to 8600 o� MSRP on John Deere compact tractors)
- pics of compact tractors
- O�er valid thru 4/30/2025. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details.
- Oil/Filter Discounts for the month of February
- O�er valid thru 2/28/2025. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details.
- MO/IL Locations
- SNP/JD Logo lock up
- i mentioned it will be/look busy but she is okay with it

 L O C A T I O N S  T O  S E R V E  Y O U28

SNPartners.com
Your partner for the land!

ALBION, IL
618-445-3676
ANNA, IL
618-202-5990
BENTON, IL
618-435-4430
CARTERVILLE, IL
618-993-8546
CHILLICOTHE, MO
660-646-5493

COLUMBIA, MO
573-476-0730
CURRYVILLE, MO
573-594-6493
DUTZOW, MO
636-433-2256
FARMINGTON, MO
573-756-2088
FLORA, IL
618-622-4444

HERMANN, MO
573-486-3204
JERSEYVILLE, IL
618-498-5504
KIRKSVILLE, MO
660-665-1500
MACON, MO
660-385-2177
MEXICO, MO
573-581-5900

MOSCOW MILLS, MO
636-366-9400
NORRIS CITY, IL
618-378-2194
PALMYRA, MO
573-769-2112
ROCHEPORT, MO
573-446-3030
SALISBURY, MO
660-388-6166

SCOTT CITY, MO
573-335-0192
ST. CHARLES, MO
636-493-0288
STE. GENEVIEVE, MO
573-883-5703
STEELEVILLE, IL
618-965-3475
TIPTON, MO
660-433-5596

UNION, MO
636-888-0390
WATERLOO, IL
618-939-6717
WAYNE CITY, IL
618-895-3130

SYDENSTRICKER
NOBBE

PLUS FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY
OIL/FILTER DISCOUNTS
*O�er valid thru 2/28/2025. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details.

3691 US 54
Curryville

573-594-6493

4803 S. Clark
Mexico

573-581-5900

North Callaway FFA Trap Shooting Team.

Greenhand FFA members explored agriculture careers at the Bradford Career 
Exploration Day.

Twenty members of our chapter attended the National FFA Convention in 
Indianapolis, IN. 
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4132 S. Clark Mexico, MO 65265(573) 581-9777
facebook.com/grafsreloadingsupercenter

Firearms • Ammo • Reloading 
Take Your Shooting to the Next Level!

Proud
supporter

of FFA!

1. The organization’s official colors 
– national blue and corn gold – were 
adopted in 1929. The blue pays trib-
ute to our nation’s flag, while the gold 
gives a respectful nod to agriculture, 
symbolizing golden fields of ripened 
corn.

2. The signature blue-and-gold 
FFA jacket was adopted as the orga-
nization’s Official Dress all the way 
back in 1933, and it remains an FFA 
tradition 85 years later! More than 
50,000 FFA jackets are manufac-
tured every year.

3. Ever wonder which states have 
the most FFA members? The top five 
membership states are Texas, Cali-
fornia, Georgia, Oklahoma and Mis-
souri. FFA operates in all 50 states, 
as well as Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands.

4. The national FFA emblem con-
sists of five meaningful symbols. The 
emblem’s foundation is the cross-sec-
tion of an ear of corn, a symbol of 
unity because corn grows in every 
state. The red rising sun symbolizes 
progress and opportunity. The blue 
plow signifies labor, the backbone of 

agriculture. The eagle serves as a re-
minder of our freedom, and the owl 
represents the wisdom and knowl-
edge required for success in agricul-
ture.

5. Did you know females were not 
allowed to be FFA members until 
1969? Today, nearly half of all FFA 
members are girls. To be exact, fe-
males make up 45 percent of FFA’s 
total membership and hold about 
half of all state leadership positions. 
Talk about girl power!

6. With 669,989 members, the 
National FFA Organization is the 
largest youth organization in the 
country. There are 8,630 local FFA 
chapters operating in all 50 states, 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands. FFA continues to grow every 
year!

7. Over the years, several celeb-
rities and politicians have been in-
volved in FFA. Former FFA mem-
bers include 39th president Jimmy 
Carter, athlete Bo Jackson, actor 
Matthew Fox, and musicians Tim 
McGraw, Taylor Swift and Easton 
Corbin.

FUN FFA FACTSChapter members shared their agricultural knowledge and Supervised Agricultural 
Experience projects with elementary students at Food For America.  

Sophie Geppert, North Callaway FFA President, is also serving as the 2024-2025 Area 
IV President. Greenhands attended the Area IV Leadership Conference in September. 

The chapter hosted a Senior Citizen's 
Prom. Students mingled and learned new 
dance moves from the senior citizens! 

Hunter Fansler, Laine Smith and 
Adrienne Bryant received their American 
FFA Degrees at National FFA Convention.
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573-581-7970
1320 Paris Road, Mexico, MO 65265
www.mommenshvac.com

SERVICE & INSTALLATION

• Commercial and residential
• Furnaces
• Air Conditioners

• Heat Pumps
• Geothermal Systems
• Water Heaters

We Proudly 
Support 

Our Local 
FFA!

Proudly supports all 
area FFA members.

Audrain Veterinary Clinic

Dr. Colleen Neale, DVM
Dr. Lindsey Calhoun, DVM
Dr. Nicole Hoffman, DVM
Dr. LINDA HICKAM, DVM

1624 E. Liberty St., Mexico, MO 65265

Open Mon. 7:30am-7pm, Tues.-Fri. 7:30am-5pm

573-581-4679

We support our 
youth in Agriculture

Dr. Corrado
809 Medical Park Dr., 

Mexico, MO

573-581-3991
Monday-Friday from 9-5

   “Dr. Corrado is doing endoscopy and surgery 
at the Surgery Center of Columbia.” 

Proud of you, 
FFA…

Parents, the new screening 
recommendations for colon cancer are to 

begin getting colonoscopies at age 45.

The Central Missouri Ronald McDonald House provides a home away from home for 
families who have children who are receiving medical treatment at Columbia area 
hospitals. Centralia FFA members Drew Korb, Kayne Walters, Elizabeth Romine and 
Cassidy Collier participated in the house's meal program. The members made a chilli 
and cornbread dinner for the residents evening meal. The chapter members also 
donated 116 items for the  house's pantry to be used during the year by residents. 

During the annual Centralia Pumpkin Festival, Centralia FFA members embarked 
on a mission to educate community members about livestock production in our 
community. Abby Asbury, a Centralia FFA member, spoke with community members 
about meat goat production. Abby raises Boer cross goats as part of her Supervised 
Agricultural Experience (SAE). Chapter members spoke with over 200 individuals 
during the event and showcased five different animal species. 

Centralia FFA member, Jaden Decker, was one of 10 national finalists selected for 
the National AgirScience Fair in the Animal Systems Division. Jaden put his scientific 
investigation skills to analyze data from the National Hereford Association to 
develop an Expected Progeny Difference (EPD) indicator for show ring success in 
Hereford cattle. The EPD can be used to help cattlemen to select animals that should 
be more structurally sound and in turn be more profitable.  

The agricultural industry offers a variety of career options for individuals who want 
to pursue a career in agriculture. In order to expose members to various career 
opportunities, the Centralia FFA hosts Breakfast Bunch once a month before school. 
In February, Kim Sydenstricker, from Sydenstricker/Nobbe spoke to members about 
careers in the agricultural equipment sales field. 
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