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Catholic Schools

United in Faith and Community

Catholic Schools have
a rich legacy in our dio-
cese. The importance of
their presence is high-
lighted every year during
Catholic Schools Week.
This national celebration
brings children, teach-
ers, parents, and priests
together at the local level
to remind them of their
common faith and the
sense of community it
celebrates. It is an op-
portunity to celebrate the
gift of our parish school
as students have the op-
portunity to celebrate the
Sacraments regularly, to
study Sacred Scripture
and learn how to apply
it to their lives, to pray,
and learn from the lives
of saints what it means
to live a life as a disciple
of Christ. Students also
come to understand that
they are beloved sons and
daughters of God made
to grow in relationship
with Him and one an-
other. The importance
of a strong foundation of
faith among young Cath-
olics is needed now more
than ever as children at a
young age are constantly
influenced by the secular
world. Building a sense of
community based on our
Catholic faith will lead
to a future that flourish-
es for them and for our
community.

Academic excellence is
the hallmark of Catholic
education intentionally
directed to the growth of
the whole person-mind,
body and spirit. As
shown in test scores and
student  achievements

beyond their attendance
at school, our students
are given opportunities
St. Brendan School to
develop their knowledge,

Celebrate Catholic Schools Week

January 26 - February 1, 2025

St. Brendan Catholic School

interests, and skills so
they are prepared to live
the life God has prepared
for them. Finally, service
is fundamental to Cath-
olic education and the
core of Catholic disciple-
ship. Service is intended
to help form people who
are not only witnesses
to Catholic social teach-
ing, but also active par-
ticipants serving in their
community. Students
participate in many acts
of service within their
school as well as in their
community.

St. Brendan School is
a Preschool-8th grade
parish school that has
184 students. Each grade
receives instruction in
religion, math, literacy,
personal-social develop-
ment, art, physical edu-
cation, and music. With
a highly qualified faculty
in a faith-filled, nurturing
environment, students
are given a strong aca-
demic foundation begin-
ning in preschool through
8th grade. In each grade
level, students’ needs are
identified and support-
ed so that each is able to
grow according to his/
her ability. Additionally,
students participate in
speech, athletics, House,
News Class, and fun
weekly exploratory class-
es. This well-rounded ap-
proach in a small, family
setting sets our students
up for success now and in
future years.

St. Brendan School has
been busy planning Cath-
olic Schools Week events
and activities. Mass will
be held on Sunday, Jan-
uary 26th at 9:00 a.m.
with students represent-
ing their class processing
in carrying a banner re-

flecting their class theme.
A breakfast of pastries
provided by parents and
parishioners will follow.

Additional activities in-
clude:

This year’s the theme at
St. Brendan is travel: Go
Out to All the World and
Spread the Good News.

Monday

Celebrating Voca-
tions, St. Joseph med-
als presented to chosen
students, travel around
the world and wear your
comfiest travel clothes.

Tuesday

Celebrating Your Com-
munity, St. Teresa of Cal-
cutta medals presented
to chosen students, Safa-
ri dress day.

Wednesday

Celebrating Sacrifice,
St. Maximilian Kolbe
medals presented to cho-
sen students, USA Day.

Thursday

Celebrating Steward-
ship, St. Kateri, Caribbe-
an floral and neon wear.

Friday
Celebrating Hope,
Blessed Carlos Acutis

medals presented to cho-
sen students, dress in
St. Brendan apparel and
jeans.

Students will enjoy fun
activities throughout the
week including bowling,
watching movies, and
enjoying the MHS Jazz
Band. Families are invit-
ed to lunch.

St. Brendan has also
partnered with MMA,
inviting them to share
information about differ-
ent countries around the
world. Students will also
be praying the Mission
Rosary for the World and
learning about Saints
from around the world in
prayer families.
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We Support
Catholic
Schools Week!
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Endel & Waod

HOME IMPROVEMENT CENTER, INC.
North Side of the Square
109 W. Monroe, Mexico, MO 65265
573-581-7064 « Cell: 573-473-7513

St. Brendan fifth graders help out in the kindergarten classroom.

GRAF & SONS

THE RELOADING AUTHORITY
MEXICO, MISSOURI

We Proudly
Support Our
Local Catholic

Schools and
Catholic
Schools Week!

Graf & Sons
www.grafs.com - (573) 581-2266

Graf's Reloading Supercenter
4132 S. Clark St., Mexico, MO
(573) 581-9777
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We Proudly Support
X Catholic Schools Week!

- Kale'y

; Hallmark Shop

103 N Washington St.,
Mexico, MO 65265

(573) 581-7400
©)/kateshallmarkshop
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Catholic Schools

United in Faith and Community

CSW Royalty
Candidates 2025 hhbEainTalii ir’

At St. Brendan School each year, one girl and CATHOLIC SCH OOL

one boy from each grade level are selected to be
candidates for king, queen, prince, and princess.
Names are randomly chosen by a committee

of teachers. Containers labeled with the candi-
dates’ names are in front of the school office, and
votes are cast by placing money in the containers.

Students raising the most money throughout the .
week will be crowned and serve as our royal court i
during Catholic Schools Week.

This tradition has a long history of being an act
of service, the money donated is given to a local
charity serving community members needed.
Last year, students raised money for the Unit-

ed Way of Mexico, MO. This year, money from i i i
the Catholic Schools Week voting for the Catho- The bindi g element in

lic Schools Week Royalty will be donated to the Catholic Schools.
Catholic Mission Office to help with a mission
trip that provides glasses for adults and children
in the Yucatan.

January 26 - February 1, 2025

Catholic Schools

United in Faith and Community

Community

Not a building or an
institution, but people of faith
serving God and others.
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Mrs. Cheyenne Yeager teaches her early childhood class
of 3-year-olds.
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ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC SCHOOL 401 East Kellett

Martinsburg, MO 65264
(573) 492-6283

mhombs@stjosephmb.org
JGDUGI'Y 26'Febl'Uﬂl'Y 1’ 2025 stjosephmb.org/catholic-school
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Catholic Schools

United in Faith and Community

~ -z WS U 3 FINANCIAL
Bk Y 4 TERESA ALLEN 4 1730 E. Liberty, Mexico, MO
The seventh graders visited the Cathedral Basilica of Recorder of Deeds Michael.orr@orrfinancial.net
St. Louis.
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Heating and Cooling « Furnaces
SERVICE & INSTALLATION « Air Conditioners

573-581-7970 - Heat Pumps

1320 Paris Road, Mexico, MO 65265 - Geothermal Systems
www.mommenshvac.com | -WaterHeaters
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THE RELOADING AUTHORITY
MEXICO, MISSOURI

Proud Supporters of Catholic Schools Week
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St. Joseph Catholic School

| What do you like
about going to a
Catholic school?

By St. Joseph’s Second and Third grade classes

o o5 LSl %

ad " W Owen - I like to go to church on Tuesday and
. .| Friday.

Bennett - I like reading and participating in
school masses.

Jeremiah - I like learning about Jesus.

Reagan - I like participating and doing a part
in mass.

Lincoln - I like saying prayers at school.

Braylie - I like learning about Jesus during re-
ligion class.

Luke - I like praying at school.

Heidi - I like learning about God in religion
class.

Andrew - I like drawing pictures about the sto-
ries I hear in religion.

Madilyn - I like singing during church.

Nora - I like to listen and participate in the
readings at church.

Weston - I like the prayers that I say at school.

Easton - I like to say my favorite prayer, The
Our Father.

Emerson - I like to go to mass and learn about

b, & ¢ i, ! B .
" . S - Jesus.
.;‘)& : S H

. o . ] ] B Clark - I like being able to draw about Jesus.
This Pre-K kid reads a book about Catholic Mass. This Pre-K kid leads her class in the alphabet chart.
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Alumni of University of

|ﬂveStmeﬂt in Notre Dame salute

. St. Brendan Catholic
the MeXICO for quality of
. excellent education,
CO mmun Ityl based in Faith.
Supporters of
Local Schools

OurPSB.com
University of Notre Dame Graduates

222 S ou t h J effe rson St Saint Brendan Catholic School Graduates

Tim Hagan - B.A. Notre Dame ‘59 Michael Pohlmeyer - B.A. Notre Dame ‘70
LL. D. Notre Dame 73

Dan Hagan - B.A. Notre Dame ‘61 Warren Hagan M.D. - B.S. 1970

Michael Williams - B. Eng. John PohImeyer - B.A."98
Notre Dame ‘66 M.B.A.“03
Brad Brummell - B.A. 1982 Barbara Brummell - B.A. 1984

Notre Dame graduates with
2 ) St. Brendan Affiliation
PGOplGS SaVIDgS Bank Lowell Hagan “Mize” Morris

Harold PohImeyer Bob “Beau” Brummell
Veard

GRAF & SONS

THE RELOADING AUTHORITY
MEXICO, MISSOURI

Proud Supporters of Catholic Schools Week
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Celebrate Catholic Schools Week
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St. Joseph students write essays

One of the novels read
this year by 7th and 8th
grade classes was “Tuck
Everlasting” which is
about a family that has
the ability to live forev-
er after drinking from a
hidden spring. Students
responded to the follow-
ing prompt after reading
about a character’s inde-
cision regarding immor-
tality.

“If you were given the
opportunity to drink
from the spring and
live forever, would you?
What do you predict
would be the advantag-
es and disadvantages of
immortality?

By Kaytlynn Arens
8th Grade

Life is the most beau-
tiful thing, ever. Yes, it
would be a blessing to
live forever but I truly
don’t believe I could do
it. Just think, we live
to go to heaven, so why
would you want to live
forever? There are pros
and cons to immortali-
ty. Some pros being, you
wouldn’t have to rush
life if you lived forever,

you would be able to ex-
perience all generations
and living forever would
give you the time to live
the life you have always
dreamed of. Some cons,
you would have to watch
all your family members
die, everything around
you would change and
you would get talked
about since you would
be different from every-
one else. Living forev-
er would be something
to be grateful for but I
don’t know if it would
be an option for me. If
I did choose immortal-
ity I know that I would
live life to the fullest and
if I didn’t live forever,
I would be fine with a
normal life. Immortality
would definitely change
the way I see the world
and the people I love

and care for because you
would see them all go
through every stage of
life

By Coltin Cope
8th grade

I think that it would
be bad to live forev-
er because you would
have to watch everyone
you know and love die.
The pros of living for-
ever, and I couldn’t and
many, would be that
you could see every-
thing you wanted to see
and travel wherever you
wanted. The cons of im-
mortality are pretty big
because you would have
to watch everyone you
love die, you wouldn’t be
able to go to heaven and
see God, and you would
probably get tired of liv-
ing after a while. I would
not want to live forever
because I wouldn’t be
able to watch my kids
die. I think that immor-
tality would change the
way I see the world be-
cause I would try and
spend all my time with
my family to see them as
much as I would.

St. Brendan'’s Catholic School
proudly selects the
2025 Recipient Award for
Outstanding Alumnus to
Doctor Robert O. Slater Ph.D.

Dr. Slater is currently Professor and Chairman
of the Dept. of Educational Leadership and
Foundations, The University of Louisiana,
Lafayette, La. Having received his Education
Doctorate at the University Of Chicago,

and his Masters of Education from Harvard
University, Doctor Slater has also been
selected as a national Fulbright Scholar three
different occasions: once to Greece, to Peru,
and to Bolivia where he helped developed
these countries educational systems.

A research author of numerous publications and book chapters
(over 60), he was Senior Research Associate with the U.S. Dept of
Education in Educational research and Improvement in Washington
D.C. as well. An Excellent teacher, Professor Slater has also been
recognized for his outstanding teaching excellence at LSU, Baton
Rouge and Texas A & M University where he previously was taught.

He was a graduate of St. Brendan’s school in 1962 following

and one in college.

N

8 years. He is an active member of The Catholic Cathedral of
St. John the Evangelist in Lafayette La. He is married to Maria, who
also teaches at LSU and they have two sons, one in High school
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The Perfect Snow Day

With all the winter
weather, especially
the beloved snow, 5th
and 6th graders wrote
about what the per-
fect snow day would
be:

Here is the perfect
snow day, step by
step. First, I would
sleep in late. Then, I
would wake up and
go play 2K. After
that, I would ask my
grandma to take me
and my sister to Dos
Arcos to eat lunch.
After that, I would go
back home and sleep
some more. When I
wake up I would call
Andrew and ask him
if his dad could take
us sledding. And last,
but not least, I would
drink hot chocolate.

- Ryan Arens

The perfect snow
day would start by
sledding down a big
hill. Me and my sib-
lings would build a
fort out of the snow
after we were done
sledding. I will also
start the biggest
snowball fight ever,
but I would hide in
the fort so I wouldn’t
get hit with any snow-
balls. Then, we would
go inside and drink

hot chocolate to warm
up. After the hot choc-
olate, we would go back
outside to build a snow-
man. I think that would
be the best snow day
ever. - Etta Sachs

The perfect snow day
would be on a Friday so
we would have a four-
day weekend. When I
wake up, I would go out-
side and build a snow-
man. Then I would make
snow angels. When I am
done playing outside,
I would go in and get a
cup of hot chocolate. Af-
ter the hot chocolate, I
would wait for my broth-
er to wake up we could
have a snowball fight.
When the snowball fight
is over, we will go sled-
ding but my dad pulls
us on the gravel road so
it will be a little bumpy.
After the sledding, I will
go back inside for more
hot chocolate and watch
a movie. That would be
the perfect snow day!

- Hannah Swaim

The perfect snow day
would involve sledding,
having a snowball fight
and building a snow-
man. Me and Maci
would pull each other
on the four-wheeler then
go inside and drink hot
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chocolate and maybe eat
some soup. Last time I
went sledding, my hands
got so cold they were
throbbing! We used to
build a lot of snowmen
but now we mostly sleep
in so we would proba-
bly only make one. This
would be the perfect
snow day for me!

- Leah Poindexter

Snowflake Poems

By Easton
Snowflakes have six sides
Now a snowflake

One of a kind 0
Whispering softly o
Freezing crystals =
Little snowflakes v
Another blizzard e A
Kissing the ground *‘5@*

Every snowflake is small
Short little snowflakes

By Remi
Sparkling P
New snow coming  “ze

0h so beautiful

Whiteascanbe 1
Floating down ;‘-,,;:‘ %
Lightly touching =" \
Autumn is gone

Knitting hats for the snow
Excited for snow

Scattered all over
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Robert Cox

I CPA | P.C.
Certified Public Accountant

Tax Preparation * Payroll
Bookkeeping * Financials

111 E. Monroe St., Mexico, MO 65265

www.robertcoxcpa.com

573-581-5510

GRAF & SONS

THE RELOADING AUTHORITY
MEXICO, MISSQURI

50 years of service

Clearing, Ponds, Lakes,

Waterways, and Terraces
John Cell: 01 3-4'7 3-4889

Justin Cell: 5'73-473-2650

16929 Audrain Rd. 725 * Martinsburg, MO 65264

Poindexter Earth Moving, Inc
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