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Dear Santa,
My name is Albany. I 

am 7 years old. This year 
for Christmas I would 
like Bluey, Squismallows 
stuff. Please bring my 
mom and dad and the 
cats some presents.

Love Albany

Dear Santa, 
I want a basket for my 

cars because I have too 
many. Santa, can I have a 
punching bag and gloves. 
I am thankful for you and 
your silly elf.

Love from Tanner

Dear Santa,
Hi Santa, I was hoping 

for face mask and make-
up for my vanity. I also 
would like a reindeer 
toy. I have been good 
this year. Thank you for 
bringing the toys to me.

Love Ella

Dear Santa Claus,
Your elf is doing good. 

We like him and I am go-
ing to make a book about 
him and give it to you 
when I see you.

Santa Claus,
We like the elf that’s in 

our classroom. We like 

that it’s real. Thank you 
Santa Claus.

We Love You!

Dear Santa,
I would like an or-

beez gun and a guitar for 
Christmas.

Love Zyaire Crews 
Age 6

Dear Santa Claus,
Thank you for the toys 

you brought me last year. 
My name is Ellie and I am 
3 years old. I have really 
tried to be a good girl for 
Christmas I would like a 
new Care bear, some new 
clothes, and lastly some 
magnet ties. I will leave 
cookies and milk under 
the tree for you Santa.

P.S. Please remember 
my good friend Ara.

Love your little Buddy,
Ellie Lierheimer

Dear Santa,
I would like an owala 

water bottle and clothes 
for Christmas.

Love Sydney Crews 
Age 9

Dear Santa,
I have been a good girl 

this year. I would like a 
cat carrier this year. I will 

leave you cookies and 
milk under the tree. I will 
also leave carrots for the 
reindeer.

Love, Kendall Roberts 
Age 3

Dear Santa,
I have been a good boy 

this year. I wold like a cat 
carrier this year. I will 
leave cookies and milk 
under the tree. I will leave 
carrots for the reindeer.

Love, Keaten Roberts 
Age 7

Dear Santa,
Thank you for the pres-

ents from last year, I loved 
them all. For Christmas 
this year I would like new 
clothes because I’m grow-
ing so fast, a guinea Pig, 
and Arts & craft supplies. 
Please take good care of 
my sisters, brother, and 
our puppies too!

Love, Courtney Lyn 
Smith - 9 years old

Dear Santa,
It’s Clinton and I’m 2 

years old this year. I have 
tried to be a good little 
boy. My Mom and Dad 
say I have done good! 
Thank you for my pres-
ents last year! I really 

enjoyed them. This year 
I would like a Hotwheels 
car Tower, Cooking set 
to help my parents cook 
and fun learning games. 
Please remember my lit-
tle sister. We’ll be sure 
to leave milk and cookies 
under the tree for you and 
carrots for your reindeer.

Love, Clinton James

Dear Santa,
It’s Ruth and this is 

my First Christmas. I’m 
4 months old this year. I 
have tried to be good lit-
tle girl. My Mom and Dad 
say I have done really 
good! This year I would 
like a stuffed animal, a 
toy to help me sit up, or 
anything you think a lit-
tle girl would like. Please 
remember by big brother. 
We’ll be sure to leave milk 
and cookies under the 
tree for you and carrots 
for your reindeer.

Love, Ruth James

Dear Santa,
I would like a pet fish. I 

would like a baby alive I 
would like makeup.

Love, Emmy

Dear Santa,
My name is Oakley 

Cuno I am 9 years old. 
For Christmas this year I 
want a stitch squishmal-
low and a friendship lamp 
like my best friend. And a 
whiteboard and makers 
for it and one eraser for 

it too. Oh and don’t for-
get about my sisters and 
cousins please I want 
them to get presents too.

From: Oakley Cuno
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Dear Santa,
For Christmas this 

year I want, nerf gun, 
20-Pokemon cards, gold 
pokemon cards, colone, 
Toy dog that walks and 
bark, Ninja kids merch 
(hoodie).

Austin Cross

To Santa,
I want a gaming pc, 

money, clothes, fornite, 
v-bucke cards, beasets, 
leb lighs a new tv elf on 
the elf.

Haddon Pike

Hi Santa,
Stanley cup, a bot-

tles glue, hottl achinata, 
squishmellow, ime touy-
lor mech.

Reagan

Dear Santa,
I am 10 years old and 

my name is Skylynn. I 
would like a 3 foot long 
plush, oversized snuggle 
animal and a cra-z art 
slimy studio and a make-
up and skin care.

Thank you 
From Skylynn

Dear Santa,
Hi my name is Ara-

bella Chaney I’m 2 years 
old Mom, Dad say I’m a 
handful since I’m going 
through terrible two’s. I 
think I’m a good little girl. 
This year for Christmas I 
would like a Ms Rachel 
doll, a big firetruck, a nerf 
gun and a elsa toy. San-
ta please don’t forget my 
dog lola girl she’s been 

good and please don’t for-
get my cousins they have 
tried to be good.

P.S. Mom say we will 
leave cookies for you, car-
rots for your deer. Merry 
Christmas Santa.

Love Arabella Chaney

Dear Santa Clause,
My name is Ivory Her-

ron. I am 4 years old. I 
wishing for a few things 
this Christmas: 1. Barbie 
Chelsea Horses 2. Boot-
sie (kitten) wants toys 3. 
Chippy (the puppy) wants 
toys 4. Butters wants 
treats 5. Chickens want 
treats 6. Horse toys (for 
Ivory) I have been very 
good this year.

Love Ivory Herron

Dear Santa,
Hello I’ve been okay 

this year, and I want to 
know what you do when 
your at the north pole! I 
think you would bathe in 
hot chocolate and go to 
the gym. But I don’t think 
it helped with the cook-
ie fat though. This year 
I want only a few things: 
space stickers, a sketch-
book, and… um nothing 
else.

P.S. Can you let me 
bathe in your hot choco-
late pool?

Kindly Baylor Pappas

Dear Santa,
My name is Bryson I 

am 5 years old. I live in 
Mexico, MO. This year I 
have been I did my best. 
For Christmas this year, 

I would like: nerf gun, 
drink packs, tablet, can-
dy-hot tamales, basket-
ball set and airplane.

Merry Christmas! En-
joy your milk and cook-
ies!  Love Bryson

Dear Santa,
My name is James I am 

7 years old. I live in Mex-
ico. This year I have been 
nice. This year I would 
like to have: a crazy elf, a 
soccer kit, remote control 
car, 3 stacks of paper, a 
foldable flight book, and 
sling shot.

Merry Christmas!
Thank you, Santa! 

Your Friend, James 
Lightsey

Dear Santa,
My name is Ellie I am 

4 years old. I live Mexi-
co. This year I have been 
nice. This year I would 
like to have: baby doll 
with a cute dress, unicorn 
bow, princess bow, prin-
cess water bottle and pink 
camera.

Merry Christmas!
Thank you, Santa! 

Your Friend, Ellie Light-
sey

Santa,
I want a picture of my 

family and I want a doll a 
elf on the shelf.

From Grace

Dear Santa,
I want a goglle watch 

and a micphone and for 
my mom wants a new 
coat and my dad wants 
tools. How is the north 
pole?

Love Riley Coil

Dear Santa,
My name is Adaelynne 

I am 4 years old I live in 
Mexico, MO. This year I 
have ben nice. This year 
I would like to have: a 
black scooter with flash-
ing lights.

Merry Christmas!
Thank you, Santa! 

Your Friend, Adaelynne

Dear Santa,
My name is Allie Ben-

nett. I am 9 years old. I 
live in Mexico, MO. This 
year I have been I did my 
best. For Christmas this 
year, I would like: make-
up, skin care, perfume, 
claw clips, nerd gummies, 
gymnasies mat, lotion.

Merry Christmas! En-
joy your milk and cook-
ies! Allie Bennett

Dear Santa,
My name is Maddie 

Bennett. I am 7 years old. 
I live in Mexico, MO. This 
year I have been I did my 
best. For Christmas this 
year, I would like: pur-
ple stanley and clothes, 
makeup, candy, gum-
mies, mini fridge.

Merry Christmas! En-
joy your milk and cook-
ies! Maddie Bennett

Dear Santa,
My name is Brook-

lyn. I am 2 years old. I 
live in Mexico, MO. This 
year I have been nice. 
For Christmas this year, 
I would like: a baby doll, 
pjs, boots, clothes.

Merry Christmas! En-
joy your milk and cook-
ies! Brooklyn

Dear Santa,
My name is Quinn and 

I am 2 years old. Thank 
you for my gifts last year! 
I have been a good girl 
this year, just as my fam-
ily. This for Christmas 
I would like baby dolls, 
anything Bluey, cocom-
elon, or Minnie Mouse. 
Please don’t forget my 
sister Paisley and two 
fur siblings, Teddie and 
Stormy.

Love, Quinn Nilges 
2024

Dear Santa,
My name is Paisley. I 

am 6 years old. I have 
been a good girl this 
year. Thank you for my 
gifts last year! This year 
I would like yummy land, 
gummy snacks (please 

no sour ones), Rainbow 
High dolls, Bluey stuff, 
miniverse, and books. 
Please don’t forget my 
sister Quinn and fur sib-
lings, Teddie and Stormy.

Love, Paisley 2024

Dear Santa,
Could I have some pres-

ents please because I’ve 
been super good. Black 
boots, paint pens, flare 
pants, a CD player, and 
stick on haik. I would also 
like some candy. Merry 
Christmas Santa! 	

Love Emmy!!!!! Also 
you are the best!

Dear Santa,
I’m 10 years old I have 

a brother name Peanut. I 
really want a Australian 
shepherd that’s a puppy. 
All I want, dog toys, dog 
bed, dog food and I will 
love it so much and so I 
can read better and with 
the dog it will be the best 
Chrismiss ever.

Frum Jaylen Muro

Dear Santa,
We have been good this 

year for Christmas, I want 
a doll desk and chair, doll 
school supplies, and ac-
cessories. Owen wants a 
lot of new Jurassic dino-
saurs. We also love can-
dy! Don’t forget our pup-
pies Lucy and Bella. We 
will leave you cookies and 
milk and carrots for your 
reindeer.

Merry Christmas, San-
ta! Love, Charleigh and 
Owen Lewis

Dear Santa,
I have been good this 

year. I would like Riddell 
red speed flex helmet, air 
pods, IPhone, beats and a 
Meta Quest mini football 
visor. I would also like 
Prime and Takis I’ll be 
sure to leave out cookies 
and milk for you.

Braelyn Age 9

Dear Santa,
Hi again! It’s me, 

Abby! We have a met a 

few times. Thank you so 
much for the fun tent you 
brought me last year! This 
year, if you don’t mind, I 
would love to have a cool 
kitchen so I can cook like 
mommy and daddy, and 
I have seen a big girl bike 
I really want to learn to 
ride! I know you won’t 
forget but my big cousin 
Charlotte has been real-
ly good this year too. I 
promise to leave milk and 
cookies on the table for 
you!

Love, Abby Miller 
Age 2

Dear Santa,
How are you? Are 

you’re raindeer ready for 
Christmas? More impor-
tantly are you ready for 
Christmas? For Christ-
mas I would like uggs, a 
diamond art making kit, a 
pink ping pong puff hood-
ie, ELF lip gloss, Airpods, 
and frezzed dried candy. 
Thank you!

P.S. Thank you for 
bringing us a dog last 
year! She is the best.

Love, Penelope

Dear Santa,
My name is Brayla 

Early. Thank you for all 
the things you brought 
me last year. This year I 
would like a camera, spir-
it Horses, things for my 
Gabby Doll House and a 
trampoline. Please don’t 
forget my big brother 
Jaren and all my family & 
friends. I will leave you a 
treat and some carrots for 
the deer.

P.S. I will b at Jeremy & 
Aaron’s house

Love your Friend, 
Brayla Early Age 7

CONTINUED TO PG. B3
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Dear Santa,
My name is Charlotte 

Higgins. I’m writing 
this letter to tell you 
my Christmas list this 
year. I would really like 
a baby doll but not just 
any baby doll I want her 
to look just like me! Net 
up I really want Legos 
so I can build super tall 
towers. Lastly, I would 
like books, story books 
to be exact. Books help 
me learn and make me 
super smart. I have been 
very nice this year. I 
can’t wait to make cook-
ies and leave milk for 
you next to our tree. We 
might even make some-
thing for our raindeer!

P.S. I blew a Kiss to 
Mrs. Claus

Your very nice friend, 
Charlotte

Dear Santa,
I love you, Santa! You 

are the best in the whole 
wide world. For Christ-
mas I would like an Elsa 
calendar, a Namaari cos-
tume (with necklace), a 
new Ken doll with Ken 
clothes, and some new 
jewelry. What is your 
favorite cookie? I will 
leave you sugar ones. 
Thank you for working 
hard for me. You are 
nice. I love you.

Love, Winnie Age 4

Dear Santa,
How have you been? 

Thank you for giving us 
elves. How many cook-
ies do you usually eat 
when you give pres-
ents to everyone? For 
Christmas, can I have 
the game Sink-n-Sand, 
another Switch remote, 
a fidget called a pea pop-
per, a Santa bell, an elf 

that copies you whatever 
you say, and last a really 
good Christmas. That is 
all that I remember that 
I want.

P.S. Thank you for the 
dog last year. She is real-
ly really great.

Love, Gulliver Age 7

Dear Santa,
My name is Cameron. 

I am 9 years old. I live 
in Mexico, Missouri, far 
from the North Pole. The 
best things about me this 
year are I am good at art. 
I am kind, and the best 
at math in my class. My 
Christmas wish is to get 
a trampoline. I need new 
pants. I like to wear my 
Gorilla tea shirt. I like to 
read chapter books. My 
favorite snack is mini 
starbursts. Thank you 
for being kind.

Sincerely, Cameron 
Jimenez

Dear Santa,
Hi! My name is Emma, 

and I hope you’re doing 
well at the North Pole. I 
don’t really want much 
this year but I do have a 
couple of special wish-
es. First I’d love for the 
Mizzou Tigers and Tex-
as Longhorns to win 
their football games. It 
would make so many 
people I love happy, 
and its something I’ve 
been hoping for! More 
than anything, though, I 
want good health for my 
family. They mean the 
world to me, and I want 
them to stay happy and 
strong. I hope you and 
Mrs. Claus, the elves, 
and the reindeer have 
a wonderful Christmas, 
too.

Love Emma, age 1

By SKY STRAUSS
Editor 

The Auxvasse Annual Holiday Parade, which had 
been scheduled for Saturday at 1 p.m., was canceled 
due to weather, but instead of forgoing the holiday 
festivities altogether, they just skipped straight to the 
after-party.

Everyone was invited to the Auxvasse Community 
Center at 702 S. Main St. by the City of Auxvasse Park 
Board for pictures with Santa, hot chocolate, cookies 
and crafts as promised.

“I don’t think the rain hurt it at all,” says Eldora 
Lowry who was mixing up another batch of hot choc-
olate. “I think we’ll serve about 200 cups today.” 

Hot Chocolate, coffee and water was provided by 
the Auxvasse Lions Club who were also passing out 
the cookies provided by Casey’s General Store and 
Show-Me Oil.

The Police Chief Kevin Suedmeyer was passing out 
teddy bears to all the children who came in, setting 
up shop next to the Auxvasse Fire Department who 
passed out goodie bags full of candy.

The decision to cancel the parade was a tough one 
made by Mayor Red Wenneker, also head of the Park 
Board along with his wife Carrie who orchestrated 
the indoor event. 

“This is sick weather; I would have still had the pa-
rade, but wet kids and wet candy just didn’t sound 
fun,” Carrie explains. 

This is the Wennekers’ fourth year doing the event 
and it grows every year. 

“We have a lot more people giving stuff out this 
year,” says Carrie. “We have three churches and the 
fire department and the police department and a lot 
more gifts to give out this year.

A line was wrapped around the community center, 

and children waited eagerly to see Santa and tell him 
what they wanted for Christmas. Each child also re-
ceived a gift from Santa’s elves Jessica Delashmutt and 
Caleb Griffin. 

The presents were donated by members of the com-
munity and purchased by the Parks Board. 

There were also three local churches in attendance: 
Auxvasse Presbyterian, Auxvasse Christian Church and 
New Testament Christian Church who had an entire or-
nament painting station set up. 

“I really didn’t expect this many kids!” says Michele 
Hanson, the pastor’s wife. “I think we’re going to run 
out.”

As the rain persisted, children and their families con-
tinued to trickle in to the community center all after-
noon, just happy to be there.

A little rain couldn't dampen Auxvasse's holiday spirit

Sitting on Santa's lap is a lot more fun with your 
cousin by your side. [Sky Strauss]

Mayor Red Wenneker and his wife Carrie, orchestrated 
this community holiday party and enjoyed the smiling 
faces all around them. [Sky Strauss]

The Grinch was having a hard time stealing Christmas 
with the Chief of Police and Fire Department and local 
media all in attendance. [Sky Strauss]

>>> For more photos, see The Mexico Ledger’s online photo galleries
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Visit www.mexicoledger.com/contests
and upload your photo by December 29th!

Winners will be chosen by random draw and will be announced Dec. 31

PRIZE PACKAGE #1
8 Tickets to St. Louis Ambush soccer game

Courtesy of The Mexico Ledger

PRIZE PACKAGE #2
Color Me Bleu Rudolph Painting Kit

Courtesy of Color Me Bleu

PRIZE PACKAGE #3
1-Year subscription to The Mexico ledger

Courtesy of The Mexico Ledger

No purchase necessary. Only one entry per person.

Sponsored by:

610 W. Highway 54, Suite B - Vandalia, Missouri 63382 
www.cordeliopower.com

Firebrick Wind ProjectPeoples Savings Bank
OurPSB.com

Merry Christmas
From our family

to yours!

Christmas & New Year’s
Holiday Hours

Wednesday Jan. 1st - CLOSED

Tuesday Dec. 24th -
Open until 12 p.m.

Tuesday Dec. 31st -
Open until 3 p.m.

Wednesday Dec. 25th - CLOSED

MRS. ASHLEY DAVIS’ FIRST GRADE - COMMUNITY R-6 ELEMENTARY 

Dear Santa,
How are your reindeer? 

How are your elves? Can 
I please have a watch, cat, 
and a toy teddy bear?

Your Friend, 
Ryleigh P.

Dear Santa, 
Santa you are the best! 

I really want a kitten, new 
stuffed animal, pencils, 
crayons, and scissors. Do 
you want cookies, milk, 
and carrots?

Your Friend,
Aubree S.

Dear Santa,
Thank you for my pres-

ents last year. How are 
you doing? Can I please 
have a Gabby’s dollhouse, 
new paw patrol, rainbow 
and golden ornaments? 
I am leaving out some 
cookies, milk, and car-
rots.

Your Friend,
Augusta B.

Dear Santa,
Thank you for my pres-

ents last year. How are 
your reindeer? Can I 
please have a shin sonic 
lego set, robot lego set, 
and a toy newt? I love you 
Santa.

Your Friend, 
Mylo C.

Dear Santa,
Thank you Santa. How 

is Mrs. Claus? I love you 
Santa Claus. Do you want 
cookies, milk, and car-
rots?

Your Friend, 
Gabriel G.

Dear Santa,
I think you are so cool. 

I want a PS5, hoverboard, 
and a hug. I will leave you 
a present.

Your Friend, 
Dexter H.

Dear Santa, 
Thank you for my 

presents last year. How 
are your reindeer? Can 
I please have a toy ted-
dy bear and a toy Bluey? 
I will leave you carrots, 
cookies, and milk.

Your Friend,
Izzy J.

Dear Santa,
How are your rein-

deer? How are you Santa? 
Thanks for the presents. 
Can I please have a toy 
reindeer, toy Mrs. Claus, 
and toy North Pole?

Your Friend,
Ashtyn K.

Dear Santa,
I love Mrs. Santa. Thank 

you for bringing me cool 
presents. I want a dirt-
bike. I like your elves. I 
will leave you cookies and 
tea.

Your Friend,
Cameron M.

Dear Santa,
How are your reindeer? 

How are you doing? How 
are your elves? Do you 
want cookies, milk, and 
carrots? How is the North 
Pole?

Your Friend,
Penelope S.

Dear Santa, 
Thank you for my pres-

ents last year. How are 
your reindeer? Can I 
please have a dog, army 
set, and a hunting set?

Your Friend,
Solomon T.

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? 

Thank you for my pres-
ents last year. Can I please 
have tools, a RC car, and a 
dog? I love you and your 
reindeer.

Your Friend,
Brayden V.

Dear Santa,
Thank you for my pres-

ents. How are your rein-

deer? I want a new pool. 
I want a squirrel. I want a 
1,000,000 dollars. 

Your Friend, 
Hunter W.

Dear Santa, 
You are the best. How 

are you? Thank you for my 
gifts. I would like a RC car, 
hot wheels, and a derby car.

Your Friend,
Colton C.

Dear Santa,
Thank you for all of my 

presents every year. Yes. 
Can I please have a boun-
cy ball and a kitten stuffed 
animal? I am leaving cook-
ies and milk and maybe 
carrots. 

Your Friend, 
Kenzie B.

Dear Santa,
How are you and Mrs. 

Claus doing? How are your 
reindeer? Can I please 
have a toy Moana, puppy, 
and a toy kitchen?

Your Friend,
Kayslee H.

FUN FACTS ABOUT 
SANTA CLAUS!

He’s one of the most famous festive figures and 
the reason we sit up all night on Christmas Eve! 
But Santa Claus actually has a very long history - 
he’s been around for more than 1,500 years! See 
if you learn something you didn’t know in our fes-
tive fun facts!

1. His real name is St. Nicholas - Saint 
Nicholas was a Turkish bishop of Greek descent 
during the Roman Empire. The story goes that he 
gave the gift of money to three girls to pay their 
wedding dowry by secretly dropping it in a sack 
through the window. There was a lot more to him, 
though - he’s also the patron saint of children, 
sailors, pharmacists, and Aberdeen!

2. ...but he has a lot of other names - “San-
ta Claus” is his most famous name, and that comes 
from the Dutch “Sinterklaas” (based on “Saint 
Nicholas”). He’s also known as Father Christmas, 
Kris Kringle, Christmas Man (in German) and 
Grandfather Frost (in Russian).

3. His sleigh is INSANELY fast - He’s gotta 
cover the whole planet in 31 hours (thanks to time 
differences) - that means Santa’s sleigh would 
have to go at about 1,800 miles per second. Hope 
he wears a seatbelt!

4. He didn’t always go down chimneys 
- This part of his lore came from an 1812 story 
called “Knickerbocker’s History of New York” by 
American author Washington Irving, who is most 
famous for his story “The Legend of Sleepy Hol-
low” (you know, with the headless horseman).

5. Coca-Cola designed his outfit - Believe it 
or not, early pictures of Santa have him wearing 
green! His iconic red and white suit first appeared 
in a Coca-Cola advert in 1931, and it’s been his sig-
nature look ever since.

6. You can track his progress - Don’t wor-
ry, you can keep an eye on Santa’s progress with 
GPS! The North American Aerospace Defence 
Command (NORAD) is the biggest programme for 
this and will show you Santa’s progress in several 
languages. https://www.noradsanta.org/en/

7. He has a wife! - The first time Mrs. Claus 
was mentioned in an 1849 short story, but she 
didn’t become a popular figure until 1889 when 
she starred in a poem called Goody Santa Claus 
on a Sleigh Ride.
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Merry Christmas 
and God Bless
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The Mexico Activity and Nutrition Center hosted their annual Christmas Bazaar in the community room on 
Dec. 7. The holiday lunch, which opened at 10 a.m., was serving up homemade cheesy potato soup, chili, 
spiced apples, veggies, and pumpkin pie topped with whipped cream. All the while, the bake sale and silent 
auction were in full swing. Santa and Mrs. Claus were also there passing out goodies making sure to take 
note of all the Christmas wish lists. [Sky Strauss]

Annual Christmas Bazaar held
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