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Audram County 4- H celebrates National
4-H Week with youth features

To kick off the new 4-H Year, several Audrain
County 4-H members were asked to tell their 4-H
stories — because who better to share the value of
4-H than the members who are reaping the ben-
efits of their involvement. While these stories are
also being shared on Facebook, we also wanted to
take the time to share them in print, as we under-
stand that not everyone is on Facebook. 4-H is the
world’s largest youth organization which is offered
locally as part of the youth development program
through the University of Missouri Extension.
Open to youth 8-18 years old, with a special intro-
ductory program for youth ages 5-7, 4-H brings
together youth with caring adults to develop lead-
ership, communication, and life skills as members
of clubs and through project-based learning expe-
riences.

Wyatt Gish

My name is Wyatt Gish, I am 11 years old and
a member of the Busy Beavers 4-H Club. I was a
Clover Kid for 3 years and have been a 4-H Mem-
ber for 4 years. I joined 4-H because my brother
was a member and had a lot of fun. I also like to
show my animals and make new friends. I have
done several projects over the last couple of years.
I have shown by goats in 4-H and learned how to
take care of them. I have also done woodworking,
bicycles, bowling, and sportsfishing. Our club does
several things to give back to our community. We
have helped to pick up trash along the highway
to help the environment, and we have rode in pa-
rades. We have also done food drives and donated
food. I have learned how to set goals, how to prob-
lem solve, and made lots of new friends in 4-H. It
has also taught me responsibility. Everyone should
join 4-H to meet new people and learn how to take
care of animals. You can also learn lots of different
things and help your community.

Greenly Curtis
My name is Greenly Curtis, I am 11 years old and
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a member of the F&L Hustlers 4-H Club. I have
been in 4-H for 4 years now. I joined 4-H because
I like getting to show my pigs and learning how to
take care of livestock. In my swine project, I take
care of, train, and show my pigs. This year, I am
excited to do sewing and photography. My favorite
accomplishment in 4-H was when I won showman-
ship at the Audrain County Fair and the Centralia
Fair in 2023. The year before that, I won Champion
Spot Barrow at the Missouri State Fair. As a club,
we donate tabs to the Ronald McDonald House and
give canned food goods to the Laddonia food bank.
Other kids should join 4-H because you can join a
project and learn about it.

Hopefully you have enjoyed a few of the stories
of our Audrain County 4-H members and will be
inspired to write a 4-H story of your own. 4-H En-
rollment begins October 1st and Missouri State
Dues are $25. 4-H has opportunities for adults to

serve as project leaders working with youth around
their interests, please contact the Audrain County
Extension Office for more information on becom-
ing a 4-H Volunteer.

4-H is a youth development program offered
through the University of Missouri Extension for
youth ages 5-18. For more information or to reg-
ister and start a 4-H story of your own, contact
the Audrain County Extension Office at (573) 581-
3231. University of Missouri Extension provides
equal opportunity to all participants in extension
programs and activities, and for all employees and
applicants for employment on the basis of their
demonstrated ability and competence without dis-
crimination on the basis of race, color, national
origin, ancestry, religion, sex, sexual orientation,
gender identity, gender expression, age, genetic
information, disability, or protected veteran sta-
tus.

We

our
4-H
Commun

MEMBER FDIC

Support

www.myACHD.org

ity!

ACHD

Audrain County
Health Department

vivo

Mi

llerTire

Proudly supperts euwr 4-3f Gommunity

71 Years... and Counting!
1212 East Liberty Street « Mexico, MO 65265  573-581-2890 ¢ millertiremissouri.com

of mexico, missoury

%
>




A6  Wednesday, October 9,2024  mexicoledger.com 4-H WEEK

xtension

2024

= Head — Learn how to build INDUCTEE
knowledge, skills and
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= Heart — Talk with other FE—
4-H members and leaders
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health\f “f%tﬂ&n Vicki Duenke has devoted more than 22 years of volunteer service to support youth

in Audrain County. Vicki has been the club leader of the Merry Martins 4-H club as
well as a volunteer for several other county events. Vicki has always been a leader

Fi n d You r P a ssi on with great ideas and fun projects for the kids. She never turns away from a challenge.

Vicki is a great example of a 4-H leader and encourages the kids to be better people

Fi nd You r CI u b facing daily challenges with a positive attitude.

extension.missouri.edu/audrain
¢ 573-581-3231
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Merry Martins F&L Hustlers
4-H Club

4-H Club
Club Leaders: Brook Poindexter & Nicole Stone

Club Leaders: Jacob Heimer, Robin Reynolds, & Beth Kable
Meets the second Monday of the month at 7:00 pm Meets the first Monday of the month at 7:00 pm
at the Community Hall, Martinsburg at the Centralia Intermediate School, Centralia

H#AHGROWN

Top Projects: Community Service: Top Projects: Community Service:

Photography Trash Pickup Cake Decorating Landscaping

Woodworking Food Donations Photography Food Donations
Welding Ringing Bells Woodworking

Collect Soda Tabs

Be Fo Bouncers Busy Beavers
4-H Club % % 4-31{ Club %

Club Leader: Melanie Utterback Club Leaders: Kay Gish & Rachel Iman
Meets the fourth Sunday of the month at 4:00 pm

Meets the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm
at the Beagles Community Center, North of Mexico at the 4-H Center, Mexico

?" coMPASSION “l enjoy our club because we
#4HGROWN know each other. We are like
a family.”

Dawson Deere, age 11

Top Projects: Community Service: Top Projects: Community Service:
Clover Kids : Woodworkin Adopt a Highway
Adopt a High 9 . ;
Foods Aop -a I.Ivgl V\;ay Goats Ring Bells at Christmas
Sewin uction Meals Arts & Crafts Angel Tree
Sadue Nursing Home Activities
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4-H Answers the Call to Building a Ready Generation

By Jill Bramble
President and CEO

At 4-H, we've always believed in the boundless po-
tential of young people. We know that when youth
are given the tools, opportunities, and guidance they
need, they are unstoppable. But today, as our nation’s
youth face increasing challenges in mental health, ed-
ucation, and workforce readiness, it’s clear the stakes
have never been higher. This is why 4-H, led by the
work and leadership of 4-H Extension programs, is
launching Beyond Ready—a bold, nationwide initia-
tive designed to empower 10 million young people
with the skills, resilience, and confidence they need
to thrive in an ever-changing world.

A Generation at a Crossroads

Generation Z is grappling with unprecedented pres-
sures. Over 53% of Gen Zs report feelings of loneli-
ness, while 52% say they feel like they’re failing at life
goals. Recent years have only intensified these chal-
lenges. Chronic absenteeism has doubled since the
2018-2019 school year, and math and reading scores
have plummeted, marking the largest declines in stu-
dent performance in 50 years. As academic achieve-
ment continues to drop, youth feel disconnected, less
confident, and unsure of how to navigate the future.

These challenges aren’t just academic; they’re per-
sonal. Many young people feel they are falling short,
unable to envision a successful future where they feel
connected to their friends, families, and communi-
ties. Without the essential skills they need to adapt
and succeed, they face an uncertain path. The result
is a growing crisis in our communities—a crisis that
requires immediate action.

Why 4-H Is Uniquely Positioned to Help

So, how do we ensure today’s youth are prepared for
tomorrow’s challenges? While schools play a critical
role in education, they cannot do it alone. Employers
are increasingly focusing on skills that extend beyond
traditional subjects, with 77% stating the need for an-
alytical thinking, creativity, resilience, and adaptabil-
ity. That’s where 4-H comes in.

As the largest youth development organization in
the country, reaching 6 million young people annu-
ally, 4-H is uniquely equipped to bridge the gap. 4-H
is delivered by Cooperative Extension—a community
of more than 100 public universities across the na-
tion that provides experiences where young people
learn by doing. Additionally, our 4-H alumni network
reaches every industry and is 35 million strong.

We are also the only organization with a scientif-
ically proven approach to developing young people,
backed by more than 20 years of longitudinal re-
search in partnership with Tufts University. The data
is clear: youth who participate in 4-H programs are

Korman Auction Services

Charles & Bart Korman, Auctioneers $0RMA,\,
Montgomery City « 573-564-2312 | AUCTION
Bart Korman 636-359-0000 SERVICE.

more likely to succeed academically, engage civical-
ly, and contribute to their communities. They’re also
more prepared to enter the workforce and navigate
the complexities of life with confidence.

At the heart of our success is the 4-H Thriving
Model, which outlines key milestones and capabili-
ties that youth should develop at different stages of
their lives. From middle childhood, where teamwork
and belonging are emphasized, to middle adoles-
cence, where independence and future planning take
center stage, the Thriving Model ensures that youth
not only develop academic skills but also gain charac-
ter traits—such as responsibility, social competence,
and resilience—needed for lifelong success.

Preparing 10 Million Ready Youth

Through the Beyond Ready campaign, our goal is
simple but ambitious: equip 10 million youth with
the tools and mindset to thrive in a world where 85%
of the jobs they will pursue in 2030 haven’t been in-
vented yet. Preparing youth for this future requires
a multi-faceted approach that fosters not only aca-
demic success but also resilience, adaptability, and
a strong sense of purpose. To achieve this ambitious
goal, we’ve outlined three critical initiatives that will
drive the Beyond Ready campaign:

Expanding academic and career readiness by
scaling our most impactful programs and national
events—such as Ignite by 4-H, Citizenship Washing-
ton Focus, and the True Leaders in Equity Institute—
and deepening partnerships with land-grant univer-
sities to provide more college credit, apprenticeships,
and credentialing programs.

Investing in educators through expanding Positive
Youth Development (PYD) training opportunities
and investing in resources like the CLOVER by 4-H
digital platform to support educators and volunteers
nationwide.

Mobilizing the 4-H network to accelerate impact by
leveraging our partnerships with government agen-
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Wed - Fri: T0A-6P
Sat: 10A-3P

105 N. WASHINGTON

MEXICO, MO

(573) 567-4083
ne

cies, land-grant universities, and local coalitions.

Each of these initiatives is critical to ensuring that
young people across the country are not just ready
but Beyond Ready for whatever the future holds.

Join the Movement

Beyond Ready is more than a 4-H initiative—it’s a
national movement to prepare young people for the
challenges and opportunities of the future. But we
can’t do it alone. We need you—parents, educators,
community leaders, business and philanthropic part-
ners, and volunteers—to join us in this critical effort.
By supporting Beyond Ready, you can help empow-
er the next generation with the skills, resilience, and
leadership they need to thrive in work, life, and be-
yond. Will you join us? Visit 4-h.org to learn more.

About 4-H

4-H, the nation’s largest youth development orga-
nization, grows confident young people who are em-
powered for life today and prepared for career tomor-
row. 4-H programs empower nearly six million young
people across the U.S. through experiences that de-
velop critical life skills. 4-H is the youth development
program of our nation’s Cooperative Extension Sys-
tem and USDA, and serves every county and parish in
the U.S. through a network of 110 public universities
and more than 3000 local Extension offices. Glob-
ally, 4-H collaborates with independent programs
to empower one million youth in 50 countries. The
research-backed 4-H experience grows young peo-
ple who are four times more likely to contribute to
their communities; two times more likely to make
healthier choices; two times more likely to be civical-
ly active; and two times more likely to participate in
STEM programs.

Learn more about 4-H:
Facebook at FACEBOOK.COM/4-H
Twitter at TWITTER.COM/4H

WE SUPPORT 4H!

Dr. Carl Abbott - Dr.Teresa Stice
TWO LOCATIONS TO
SERVE YOU BETTER:

1235 W. Monroe, Mexico

573-581-8668
205 W. High 54,Vandalia

573-594-2525
www.precisioneyecaremo.com

exico, MO 65265
Visit us at www.midwestheatingcooling.com

MEXICO: 573-581-4215
573-406-9211
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« Tile & Vinyl Flooring Products
- Backsplashes, Paint and Stone
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HOME IMPROVEMENT CENTER, INC.

North Side of the Square
109 W. Monroe, Mexico, MO 65265
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Teen Walleg
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