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Audrain County, City of Mexico and Foundation purchase hospital

Summertime temperatures didn't deter the large crowd that turned out last Thursday at the Audrain County 
Courthouse to witness the next step in the Audrain hospital story: a trustee's sale. [Nathan Lilley photo]

A joint effort between the County of Audrain, City 
of Mexico and Audrain Community Hospital Founda-
tion resulted in the purchase of the Audrain Commu-
nity Hospital building during the foreclosure sale on 
the courthouse steps. 

Attorneys painstakingly read through the legal de-
scription of 57 parcels, and then opened bidding. They 
were first offered tied together as one offering, with 
the county, city and foundation as the lone bidder at 
$1 million one thousand dollars. Attendees were then 
asked if anyone wanted to bid on a single parcel. Par-
cel 56 was requested to be offered separately and re-
ceived a lone offer of $5,000. Parties conversed brief-
ly and then accepted the county-city-foundation bid. 

The sale provides some clarity and stability.
“After years of uncertainty, the residents of Audrain 

County and surrounding communities are closer to 
securing hospital services once again,” said a spokes-
person.

“Our goal in purchasing the hospital building is to 
fulfill our No. 1 priority for the residents of Audrain 
County and surrounding communities: restore sus-
tainable hospital services for area residents.” said 
Alan Winders, Audrain County Presiding Commis-
sioner. “We don’t know the future of the building 
itself but having local control and ownership of the 
property is in our best interest.”

“This collaboration between the county, city and 
foundation demonstrates our unified commitment 
to re-establishing long-term hospital services to the 
community” stated Bruce Slagle, City Manager. “We 
believe that maintaining local control is essential 
for attracting and retaining a reputable and proven 
healthcare system to our community.”

“The community has been clear in their desire to 
secure a known healthcare system to operate a hos-
pital in Mexico. The purchase of the existing hospi-
tal moves us one step closer to making this a reality,” 
stated Winders. “We continue to be steadfast in our 
support of Boone Health to build a new Critical Ac-
cess Hospital. The purchase does not compete with 
Boone’s plans.”

The County Commission and City Council are in 
full support of eliminating obstacles and clearing a 
path that will best position us to secure a hospital op-
erator that is committed to delivering healthcare for 
years to come.

“The Government Healthcare Committee com-
posed of the City of Mexico, Audrain County and 
Audrain County Health Department would like to 
thank the members of multiple community coalitions 
and boards that have worked tirelessly to secure hos-
pital services for area residents,” states Craig Brace, 
Administrator, Audrain County Health Department. 

“We are grateful for their work and engagement in 
this process.”

The Government Healthcare Committee is dedi-
cated to ensuring that the community has access to 
modern, sustainable healthcare services. The com-
mittee will continue to provide updates regarding the 
progress being made toward this goal.

Representatives from each of the entities were 
present as were other community leaders and curious 
citizens. In all, the auction took just under an hour to 
complete. Watch The Mexico Ledger for more details 
as the story develops.

The Mexico PSB team, front row, from left, is 
Breanna Reeves, Nan Webber; back row, Derek 
Stuckenschneider, Tanner Smith, and Bob Darr. 

[Nathan Lilley photo]

By NATHAN LILLEY
General Manager 

Mexico recently welcomed a new business to the 
fold as People Savings Bank opened its doors for 
business July 8. 

“Our board is very excited to be a part of the 
Mexico community.” said Derek Stuckenschnei-
der, PSB’s Northern Region president.

Mexico is a valuable market for the bank and its 
appeal was long discussed among the board. And 
in February, location work inside the Jefferson 
Building got underway, with a top-notch facelift 
made. 

“The building owners graciously provided the 
facelift with the flooring, painting, and lighting,” 
said Stuckenschneider.

The PSB team is enjoying their new digs and 
couldn’t be happier to be in a highly visible loca-
tion in the Audrain County seat. 

“We have an amazing team that has experience 
in banking specifically in Mexico,” said Stucken-
schneider.

PSB now open 
in Mexico

See BANK, Page A2

Back to School Health Fair is set for Saturday
The Community Health Ministry Team will host its 

15th Annual Back to School Health Fair outside the 
Mexico United Methodist Church on Saturday, Aug. 3. 
The event will start at 8am and run until 12 noon. Chil-
dren must be accompanied by a parent or guardian to 
receive supplies. This will be a drive-through event, 
and the location will once again be in the city parking 
lot north of the church, with traffic entering the park-
ing lot from Jackson Street and exiting on Promenade 
St.

Once again, The Audrain County Health Department 
will be there as well as The Arthur Center. “Shoes from 
the Heart” from Macon, will provide vouchers with in-
structions on how the kids could receive a new pair of 
tennis shoes after the school year opens.

The event is sponsored by The Mexico United Meth-
odist Church, The Community Health Ministry team, 
The Audrain County Health Department, Healthy 
Blue, Coil Construction, The Arthur Center, Shoes 
from The Heart, KXEO/KWWR Radio, The Mexico 
Ledger, The Ad Finder, Melody’s Jewelry, and Mexico 
Public Safety.

“In closing, we must also thank the Anna Margaret 
Griffin Family Foundation, whose financial support 
makes this event possible,” said John Johnson, chair-
man.

The Back to School Health Fair returns this weekend. 
[Submitted]

Mark your calendars: Soybean Festival is Aug. 23 & 24

Jake Clayton

The Mexico Jaycees will host the an-
nual Soybean Festival Friday, Aug. 23 
and Saturday, Aug. 24 in downtown 
Mexico. Here’s the 2024 schedule of 
events:

Friday
• 5 p.m. Beer Garden Opens
• 6-8 p.m. 54 Country House Band on 

the Graf & Sons Stage
• 8:30-10:30 p.m. Jake Clayton on 

the Graf & Sons Stage
• 11:30 p.m. Beer Garden Closes

Saturday
• 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Vendor Booths Open
• 9-9:45 a.m. Parade Lineup @ Mexi-

co High School
• 10-11 a.m. Parade - Monroe Street, Jefferson Street, 

around the square, parade exists on Coal Street, off of 
Jackson.

• 11 a.m. Beer Garden Opens
• 12-2 p.m. Cornhole Registration

• 2-4 p.m. Cornhole Tournament
• 3-6 p.m. Auto & Motorcycle Cruise In
• 5:30-6:30 p.m. Grady Frazier x Ca-

ballo Blanco on the Graf & Sons Stage
• 7-8:30 p.m. Grant Wright & The 

Hackamores on the Graf & Sons Stage
• 9-11 p.m. Lick Creek on the Graf & 

Sons Stage
• 11:30 p.m. Beer Garden Closes
Jake Clayton is a Mexico native who 

found his passion for country music at a 
young age. He has headlined local sold-
out theater shows. During one show, he 
was spotted by a Nashville recording art-
ist manager, which would place Jake at 

the heart of Nashville. He has traveled the globe as a 
utility musician  on tours headlined by the likes of Garth 
Brooks, Jason Aldean, Alan Jackson, Miranda Lambert 

See FESTIVAL, Page A2
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That team includes Tanner Smith, Nan Webber, Bree 
Reeves, Bob Darr, and Stuckenschneider. In addition to 
the people, the branch is equipped with an ATM in the 
drive thru, which will be a fully functioning ITM (Interac-
tive Teller Machine). The ATM is up and running, with the 
ITM to be online in the near future.

PSB started in 1935 in nearby Rhineland, and is still 
owned by local shareholders. 

“We continue to make local decisions in our 12 branch-
es and our employees are heavily involved in each of our 
communities,” Stuckenschneider said. “ As our CEO, 
Mark Laune says, ‘When our communities succeed, we 
succeed.’”

It’s local shareholders, community involvement, and lo-
cal decisions that help define PSB, Stuckenschenider feels.

“Our customers are neighbors, friends, places we shop 
and eat, and we love to help bring value to our custom-
ers,” he said. “At Peoples Savings Bank, we pride ourselves 
on personalized, local service. Whether you’re opening 
your first account, getting married, having a baby, buy-
ing a home, or starting or expanding a business, we sit 
down with you to offer tailored solutions. Our local deci-
sion-making ensures quick, flexible support, reinvesting 
in our community’s growth. You’re not just a number – 

you’re part of our local community.”
PSB has 12 branches, which are split into three re-

gions: the Rhineland Region (Hermann, New Haven, and 
Rhineland); the St Charles Region (Troy, New Melle, St. 
Peters, and Winghaven); and the Northern Region (Mex-
ico, Montgomery City, New Florence, Bowling Green, and 
Clarksville).

The bank is eyeing an open house and ribbon cutting 
Wednesday, Sept. 18.

We are currently scheduled to have our open house and 
ribbon cutting on Wednesday, September 18.

“Look for upcoming deposit specials especially near our 
ribbon cutting date,” Stuckenschneider said.

For Stuckenschneider, the Mexico branch marks a kind 
of homecoming. He extends an invitation to one and all to 
stop by for a visit.

“I was born in Mexico and lived here most of my life,” 
he said. “ I met my wife, Alex, here while she was a stu-
dent teacher at Eugene Field and luckily, I convinced her 
to marry me and make this our home. Our two daughters 
go to school here, participate in sports and extracurricu-
lars. The Mexico community is very important to my fam-
ily and the bank and we hope to help continue to make it 
better.”

BANK
from page A1

and more.
Grady Frazier returns for his fifth time rocking the 

Soybean Festival stage. Grady’s single, “Run Away” 
has amassed over one million streams on Spotify. 

“Grady is excited to introduce the new band, Caballo 
Blanco during his set,” said a festival spokesperson. 

Caballo Blanco is a collaboration with his brothers, 
Connor and Haden. Their goal? To write and perform 
songs that “bring energy.”

Born and raised in mid-Missouri, Grant Wright and 
the Hackamores will perform Saturday night.

The Lick Creek Band was started in 2013 by Mexi-
co native, Lance Stone and named after the Audrain 
County creek that runs near Rush Hill. His musical 
journey has found him opening for national acts like 
Keith Anderson, Billy Bob Thornton, Michael Mont-
gomery and more.

The 54 Country House Band takes the stage Friday, 
playing greatest hits from classic to today.

The Soybean Festival is made possible through the 
support of its sponsors, with Graf’s Reloading, ADM, 
Century 21, Carquest, Tiger Soy, Commerce Bank, 
Sydenstricker, First State Community Bank, Realty 
365, Pearl Motor Company, NexGen, KXEO, M&M 
Trenching and Excavating as Platinum Sponsors; 
Mommens, Dayne’s MFA, Miller Construction, Mis-
souri American Water, United Credit Union, and Web-
ber Pharmacy as Gold Sponsors; Bank of Missouri, 

FESTIVAL
from page A1

Consolidated Electric Co-Op, Dagwoods, Expert Roof-
ing, Gallaher Insurance, Gold Crest, HomeBank, IMS, 
Mexico Heating, and Miller Tire as Silver Sponsors; 
Audrain Insurance Agency, Show Me Credit Union, 
Robert Cox CPA, Meeks, Crown Linen, POET and True 
Manufacturing as Bronze Sponsors; and Moser’s, Ed-
ward Jones- Josh Hanley, and Erdel and Wood as I 
Love Local Sponsors. Advertising is made possible by 
the City of Mexico Tourism Tax.

Lick Creek Band

With approximately 200 middle school and high 
school cadets expected at the beginning of the 2024-
25 academic year, MMA is ready to welcome the corps 
of cadets for the fall 2024 semester. The Academy will 
continue its long-standing tradition of partnering with 
parents to provide a rigorous and structured educa-
tional environment and successfully graduate leaders 
of character.

“The academic year for our cadets begins before 
many traditional schools start the fall semester. For 
our cadets to meet their full potential, they undertake 
a more challenging and diverse educational experience 
than what most typical students do,” says MMA Presi-
dent Richard V. Geraci, Brigadier General, USA (Ret). 
“They do so through our military educational mod-
el and 360° Education marked by high expectations, 
structure, self-discipline, personal responsibility and 
accountability. This sets the conditions for their success 
and helps them take command of their lives.”

Fall 2024 
Registration Dates

The academic year kicks off with three registration 
events to welcome new and returning cadets from 
across the U.S. and around the world:

Cadre Leadership Camp: Beginning on August 2, 
2024, this rigorous two-week leadership training pro-
gram is reserved for cadets who actively demonstrate 
the qualities desired for leaders at MMA. The intensive 
camp aims to hone their leadership and team-building 
skills, preparing them to serve effectively as leaders 
within the corps of cadets.

New Cadet Registration & Parent Orienta-
tion: On August 9, this event marks the official start 
for new cadets and their families as they integrate into 
the MMA community.

Returning Cadet Registration: On August 12, 
returning cadets will complete their registration and 
prepare for the upcoming year.

Important Fall 
2024 Dates

MMA families and alumni will visit MMA’s campus 
in Mexico, Missouri, for two key events this fall:

Homecoming Weekend: From September 27-
29, MMA will celebrate 135 years of homecoming, a 
milestone that underscores the Academy’s rich history 
and enduring legacy.

Fall Family Weekend: Scheduled for October 17-
20, this event offers families the opportunity to visit the 
campus, engage with the MMA community and wit-
ness firsthand the progress and achievements of their 
cadets.

 As the new academic year begins, MMA will con-
tinue to foster a supportive and challenging environ-
ment where cadets can thrive. MMA holds a rolling 
admissions policy (applications are reviewed as they 
are received, and admission decisions are continuously 
made). For more information, [http:///fs/pages/606] 
visit the Admissions section of our website.

MMA prepares for 2024-
25 academic year

Jordan Thomas McCoy, 
18 - Trespass - 1st degree, 
Violation of order of pro-
tection for adult - 1st of-
fense.

Kevin Ervin Seeley, 61 
- Domestic assault - 4th 
degree - 1st or 2nd offense 
(2), (3), (4), (6), Assault 
- 4th degree - subdivi-
sion (6) special victim (2), 
Property damage - 2nd de-
gree.

John Michael Mitchell, 
59 - Harassment - 1st de-
gree (2), Stalking - 1st de-
gree - 1st offense (2).

Jeanessa Danyale Bow-
ers, 35 - Domestic assault 
- 3rd degree.

Maverick Cole Knight, 
23 - Drug court sanction.

Troy Warren Burgeson, 
30 - Drug court sanction.

Robert Allen Mason, 48 - 
Non-support- total arrears 
in excess of 12 monthly 
payments due under order 
of support.

Brittney Renee Dona-
hue, 30 - Domestic assault 
- 4th degree - 1st or 2nd of-
fense (1), (5).

Jeffery Keyon Dye, 22 - 
Assault - 3rd degree.

Quindarreus Omar 
Johnson, 28 - Assault - 3rd 
degree.

Celestine Victoria Fox, 
59 - Failure to register mo-
tor vehicle/trailer annually 
with director of revenue.

Sidney Re’shad Doug-
las, 42 - Harassment - 1st 
degree, Peace disturbance 
- 1st offense, Unlawful use 
of weapon - subsection 4 - 
exhibiting.

Gina Maylynn Young, 
30 - Drug court sanction.

Tarun Reddy Sama, 22 
- Car/motorcycle/truck 
under 18,000 pounds fol-
lowed another vehicle too 
closely, Display/possess 
plates of another, Driving 
while intoxicated, Own-
er operate motor vehicle 
without maintaining fi-
nancial responsibility - 1st 
offense.

Natalie Ophelia Rene 
Moore, 25 - Driving while 
revoked/suspended - 1st 
offense.

ARREST REPORT
JULY 22-29

103 N Washington St, Mexico, MO 65265
(573) 581-7400 •  /kateshallmarkshop

Discover What’s New!
2024 Keepsake 

Ornaments 
Now in Stock!



mexicoledger.com       Wednesday, July 31, 2024       A3NEWS

113 East Monroe
P.O. Box 8

Mexico, MO 65265
573-581-1111

Office Hours: 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday - Thursday

(Closed on Fridays)

STAFF

Tim Schmidt
Publisher - tim@mystandardnews.com

Nathan Lilley
General Manager - nathan@mexicoledger.com

Jeremy Jacob
Sports Editor - sports@mexicoledger.com

Tim Hager
Graphic Design - thager@westplexmediagroup.com

Melinda Bastian
Office Assistant - circulation@mexicoledger.com

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Wednesday edition: 2:00 p.m. on Mondays

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
$45 - For Audrain County addresses

$65 - Elsewhere in Missouri & Out Of State
(all include sales tax)

Recurring/Auto Renewals
$38 - For Audrain County addresses

$55 - Elsewhere in Missouri & Out Of State

PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID AT
MEXICO, MO 65265

POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to:
The Mexico Ledger, P.O. Box 8, Mexico, MO 65265

© 2024 Westplex Media Group, LLC

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters to the editor should be emailed to editor@mex-
icoledger.com or mailed to The Mexico Ledger, P.O. Box 
8, Mexico, MO 65265. They are always welcome. Your 
letter should be signed and your daytime phone number 
included (the phone number will not be published). It 
should be brief (one typed page or two pages handwrit-
ten), typed if possible (please not in all capital letters) 
or clearly handwritten. Letters should be in our office by 
Friday prior to the week you would like to have it includ-
ed in the paper. The letters can be edited. Neither libel-
ous material or personal attacks are allowed. Readers 
are limited to one letter per month. Political endorse-
ment letters will be charged at the political ad rate. All 
letters are published at the discretion of the editor.

Memory Care Community
By Americare

“Where life 
is more than 
a memory, 

everyday begins 
and ends

with dignity.”
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www.americareusa.net
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when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields 
quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are 
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Financial Advisor
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FILMS FOR AUGUST 2-8

DEADPOOL & WOLVERINE
(R, 124 min.)

DAILY 2:00, 4:30, 7:00

HAROLD & THE
PURPLE CRAYON

(PG, 90 min.)
DAILY 2:00, 4:30, 7:00

TWISTERS
(PG-13, 122 min.)

DAILY 2:00, 4:30, 7:00

Lock in your propane price now and 
take the guesswork out of budgeting

your heating needs next winter.

• 100% Pre-Buy: Pay 100% when you 
sign up.

• 4-Pay: Pay 25% down and 25% per 
month for  3 months.

• Budget Contracting: Make a down 
payment, then divide the balance over the 
remaining months through April 2025.

3 WAYS TO SAVE3 WAYS TO SAVE

NOW CONTRACTING 
FOR NEXT WINTER!

CONTRACTING ENDS SEPTEMBER 13, 2024.

MEXICO

(573) 581-7909
1808 E LIBERTY ST.

Mexico Noon Lions Club would like to thank the 
community for coming out and watching the
fireworks again this year. Due to all the generous 
donors we were able to purchase more for the show. 
A special thanks goes to the City of Mexico for their 
hard work setting up the barricades and patrolling 
the area during the event and also a special thank 
you to the Optimist Club for allowing us to host it on 
the ballfields, such a great place for the event. The 
following individuals and businesses supported it 
with their generous donations:

Mexico Chamber of Commerce, 100 W. Jackson
ReMax on the Move, 123 W. Monroe, Mexico

Raymond Wilbers, MD
JAWS, Jones, Abrasive Waterjet Service

Chris & Vivian Miller
Suzanne Baker Insurance, State Farm Ins.

Shirley Brauer
Precision Eyecare

Moser’s
Mommens Heating & Cooling

All Star Self Storage
Mexico Jaycees

Consolidated Cares
Barbara Stuart

Mexico Kiwanis Foundation
Pearl Motor Company

Altrusa International of Mexico MO Inc.
Robert Cox CPA, PC

Show Me Credit Union
United Credit Union

Knights of Columbus Council 3760
Jim & Mila Lowry

Mexico Elks Lodge #919
Mexico Veterans’ Home Assistance League

First State Community Bank
Crown Linen Service Inc
Woods Auto Repair LLC

American Water
KXEO KWWR Radio
Miller Tire of Mexico

Poet Biorefining & Management
Edward G. Stephens DDS

Amy LeCount
Sydenstricker Nobbe Partners, Inc.

Leach Charitable Foundation
VFW Post #3772

Bobby & Annabel Gooch
Bank of Missouri

THANK YOU!

SELLER: MARCELLA BUNTEN FARM
Wheeler
AUCTIONS & REAL ESTATE

Chas Wheeler
Owner/Auctioneer

Charlie Nordwald
636-795-4552

Mike Williams
816-797-5450

Kirby Fecht
217-248-2906o23101 HWY. 24, PARIS, MO 65275 | 660-327-5890

WWW.WHEELERAUCTIONS.COM

Brett Sayre| 573-881-1876
Wheeler AUctions | 660-327-5890

WWW.wheelerauctions.com

Pike CountyPike County
REAL ESTATE AUCTIONREAL ESTATE AUCTION

MONDAY, AUGUST 19, 2024 AT 10 AM
Auction Location: VFW Hall, 505 VFW Road, 

Bowling Green, MO 63334
Property Location: Located at the intersection

 of Co. Road 411 and 409.

Offering a once in a 
lifetime property with

 an excellent location.  This 
diversified property

 is unique to
 compose both incomes 
producing row crop farm

 as well as excellent
 hunting.   This would make 

a wonderful property to 
build or to have as an 
investment property.  

80+/- ACRES OFFERED IN ONE TRACT 
LOCATED TWP 52N, RANGE 3W, SEC. 32

 IN PIKE COUNTY, MO

80+/- ACRES

VFW POST 3772
2100 N. JEFFERSON, P.O. BOX 249

MEXICO, MO

THURSDAY NIGHT IS
BINGO NIGHT!

• Early birds start at 6pm
• Regular bingo at 7pm
• Doors open at 4pm
• Food Served

Homemade Dessert • Polish Sausage • Hot Dog
Chicken Salad  • Chips • Soda • Popcorn Served Every Week

This Week’s Special: Nachos, Sloppy Nachos, Loaded Nachos and Sloppy Joe’s

Area couple enjoys success in earthmoving company
By THEO TATE

Montgomery Standard

Life has been good for 
Lucy and Jace Gay for the 
last three years.

First, they got married. 
Then, they delivered a 
baby boy. Now, they are 
entrepreneurs.

The Gays own a land-
scape company called 
L&J Earthmoving in Mid-
dletown, which specializ-
es in lakes, waterways, 
terraces, drain manage-
ment, brush clearing and 
building sites. The busi-
ness, which serves Mont-
gomery and Audrain 
counties, will celebrate 
its 1-year anniversary in 
August.

“We received a lot of 
love from the commu-
nity, not just Middle-
town itself, but Vandalia, 
Wellsville, Montgomery 
City and all of those sur-
rounding places,” Jace 
said. “It’s been going very 
well.”

Lucy, whose maiden 
name is Schnitker, gradu-
ated from Wellsville-Mid-
dletown High School in 
2020. She had an out-
standing FFA career that 
included receiving an 
American FFA degree in 
2021. She graduated from 
the University of Missou-
ri-Columbia in 2023 with 
a Bachelor’s degree in ag-
ricultural education.

Lucy works as a book-
keeper for the company. 
She said she enjoys be-
ing a business owner just 
a year after graduating 
from college.

“For me, I come from a 
family of entrepreneurs,” 
Lucy said. “So I think if 
you have your own busi-
ness, it’s a different feel-
ing. There’s more respon-
sibility. But it’s also very 
exciting.”

Jace graduated from 
Van-Far High School in 
2017. Four years later, he 
met Lucy while working 
for her father.

“I started working for 
Poindexter Earthmov-
ing in Martinsburg right 
out of high school,” Jace 
said. “I worked for them 
for about four years. I 
left them and I went to 
do some traveling stuff. 
After about three or four 
months of that, I came 
back home and I start-
ed hauling grain for Lu-
cy’s dad. We met and got 
married. Long after that, 
we felt there was a big 
demand for earthmoving 
services in our area. We 
decided that there is no 
better time than the pres-

Lucy and Jace Gay are the owners of L & J Earthmoving, a 
landscape company based in Middletown. The business 
will celebrate its 1-year anniversary in August. 

[Theo Tate photo]

ent, so her dad bought a 
trackhoe and we bought 
a bulldozer and it kind of 
took off from there.”

Lucy said her husband 
does an outstanding job 
as the company’s opera-
tor.

“Jace is a very consci-
entious operator,” Lucy 
said. “I feel like your obli-
gation is really important 
to him. He does a good 
job of (not only) asking 
the customers what the 
needs are, but also work-
ing within a budget.”

Jace and Lucy got mar-
ried in September 2022. 
Five months later, they 
gave birth to a baby boy 
named Jet.

Six months after that, 
they decided to start their 
business.

“Well, we got a little 
baby, so we might as well 
jump right in and do it 
all,” Lucy said.

The company created 
a Facebook page earlier 
this month. Jace said one 
of the goals for the com-

pany is to provide great 
customer service.

“We want to build and 
grow our customer base, 
really sit down with really 
good roots and make this 
where we can pass it on to 
our own kids and have a 
very healthy business for 

all of us to come back to 
so we can hand it off and 
keep generations going,” 
Jace said.

For more information 
about L&J Earthmoving, 
call 573-721-1703. The 
business is located at 
12597 Audrain Road.

A ribbon cutting was held on July 15, at the Audrain County Shelter Resource Center's 
annual meeting at 6 p.m.; 626 E. Summit to announce "The Laura Mae Miller George 
Resource Center." The Laura Mae Miller George Resource Center is one of the three 
program components under the Audrain County Shelter Resource Coalition and its 
focus is homeless prevention.Those taking place in the ribbon cutting are Kristen 
Fishback, Dudley Miller, John Mathews, Ra'Vae Moore, Linda Ahmann and Josh Frantz. 

[Submitted]

Big news at the annual meeting
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Beetle Bailey By Greg, Brian and Neal Walker

Blondie By Dean Young and John Marshall

Baby Blues By Jerry Scott and Rick Kirkman
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OPEN 4 DAYS A WEEK!

For an appointment, please call the office at 573-581-1129
321 N. Washington St. - Mexico, MO

Nichole Aulisio,
Nurse Practitioner

Taylor Medical Clinic, with the assistance Taylor Medical Clinic, with the assistance 
of Nichole Aulisio, Nurse Practitioner, of Nichole Aulisio, Nurse Practitioner, 
is now open 4 days a week, Monday is now open 4 days a week, Monday 
through Thursday.through Thursday.

Nichole is a Board-Certified Family Nurse Nichole is a Board-Certified Family Nurse 
Practitioner with a strong background in Practitioner with a strong background in 
ER, having joined the staff in 2023.ER, having joined the staff in 2023.

BACK-TO-SCHOOLBACK-TO-SCHOOL
HEALTH FAIRHEALTH FAIR

SATURDAY, AUG. 3SATURDAY, AUG. 3
8 A.M.- 12 P.M. 8 A.M.- 12 P.M. 

The Annual Back-To-School Health Fair is 
presented to you by the Community Health 
Ministry Team and the Audrain County Public 
Health Department. Backpacks and school 
supplies are provided for children of grades 
Pre-K through 12th, at no additional cost. 
Audrain County residents and others from 
surrounding areas are welcome!

This year will be a drive-thru event only, just 
like last year. We ask that everyone remain in 
the vehicle and staff will assist you.

LOCATION:LOCATION:
MEXICO UNITED

METHODIST 
CHURCH

122 East Promenade
Mexico, MO

In Partnership
With:

Mexico United
Methodist Church

Community Health
Ministry Team

Audrain County
Health Department

Mexico Public
Safety

Healthy Blue

The Mexico Ledger

Coil Construction

Arthur Center

Melody’s Jewelry

The Ad Finder

KXEO & KWWR
RADIO

Drive-Thru Event ONLY!Drive-Thru Event ONLY!

All children must be present and accompanied
by a parent or guardian to receive supplies.

Rush Hill Community Church host-
ed over 260 high school students and 
adult helpers during a mission trip 
to help improve homes and public 
areas in the greater Mexico commu-
nity last week.The mission agency 
Group Mission Trips, based in Fort 
Collins, Colo., brought students from 
across the nation for a work camp to 
assist with projects in the area from 
July 21-27. Projects were throughout 
the area, and ranged from construct-
ing handicapped ramps and decks to 
house painting, weatherization, prop-
erty clean ups, interior painting and 
other small repairs for those people 
who cannot afford the improvements. 
There were work sites in Mexico, 

Rush Hill, Laddonia, Centralia and 
Auxvasse. Rush Hill dedicated more 
than $40,000 in materials alone, not 
to mention all the extras like food, 
lodging, activities and activities, ac-
cording to Chuck Sommer, church 
board member. Over $26,000 in 
lumber alone was delivered for proj-
ects, all of which were completed 
by the end of the week. Crews were 
based at Mexico High School, mak-
ing use of classrooms and the gym 
as sleeping quarters and taking most 
meals in the school cafeteria. Rush 
Hill congregation members also 
committed to assisting the students 
during their weeklong stay in the 
area. [Submitted]

Making a difference

Aging Best to host Back to 
School Grandparents Day

Aging Best will host Back to School 
Grandparents Day from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Aug. 6 at the Mexico Se-
nior Center. The event will feature 
old-fashioned carnival games for kids 
with prizes and school supplies will 
be distributed. Aging Best will have 
a resource representative available to 
answer questions and to provide com-
munity resources.

On the menu? Hot dogs, hamburg-
ers, chips, cake and ice cream. Kids 
get to eat at half price- only $3.

School supplies are currently being 
collected for the event, through the 
School Supply and Suitcase Drive. 
Needed items include pens, pencils, 
folders, two-inch binders, crayons, 
markers, notebooks, backpacks, glue, 
scissors, calculator, tape and gift 
cards. Suitcases will be donated to 
foster care youth in mid-Missouri.

Donations can be dropped off at the 
Senior Center at 606 Park St. To con-
tact the center, call 573-581-7743.

Donations still 
being collected

Friendship Circle meets
The Friendship Circle met at Friend-

ship Baptist Church on July 22nd.  
Those in attendance were:  Joyce and 
Roger Riney, Martha Vanskike, Har-
old and Carolyn Vansickle, Alan and 
Lisa Larson, Larry Miller, Pamela 
Turner, Jackie Hammon, John Hunt-
er, Jennifer Kysar, David Kysar, Cin-
dy Parrott, Nancy Wyss, Orley Smith, 

Janet Carson, Barb and Donna Wil-
son, Evelyn Williams, Beverly Flem-
ing and Sheri Beasley. 

Birthday wishes were offered to 
Roger Riney, Nancy Wyss and Donna 
Wilson.

Opening prayer was given by Sheri 
Beasley.

The next meeting will be Aug. 19.
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OBITUARIES
Betty Carrol Lamb

Betty Carrol Lamb, 82, of 
Thompson, passed away on Tues-
day, July 16, 2024.

Betty was born November 17, 
1941, in Crawford, Tenn. to the 
late Jim and Bessie (Key) Reed. 
On March 24, 1983, she married 
John Lamb in Mexico and he sur-
vives.

Betty is also survived by her 
children, Bobby Lee, Wendy, Troy and Angelia; six 
grandchildren; numerous great grandchildren; two sis-
ters, Ruby Dale and Sandee and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

She was preceded in death by her sons, infant Aaron 
and Billy Dell and three brothers, Jimmy, Terry and Ed-
die.

Online condolences and tributes may be shared with 
the family at www.bachyager.com.

Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024
8:00 am ................................Tractor Cruise Registration
9:00 am ........................... Tractor Cruise leaves grounds
2:00 pm .......................................Admission Gates Open
............................................................Flea Market Opens
........................................... Arts & Crafts Building Opens
4:00 pm .............................................. Food Stand Opens
5:00 – 5:45 pm .......Music: Bill Horner & Larry Robinett
6:00 – 6:45 pm .......................Music: Johnson & Friends
7:00 pm ....................................... Music: Big G Bluegrass
7:00 pm ................... Missouri Farm Pullers Tractor Pull
8:00 – 10:00 pm .....................................................Dance:
...................................................... Rich Helton & Friends

Friday, Aug. 16, 2024
7:00 am ...................... Mont. Co Fair Food Stand Opens
Throughout the Day ................. Sawing, Broom Making

One-room School
Blacksmith, Ride the Trams

8:30 am .......................................... Warm up of Engines,
......................................Exhibits and Flea Market Opens
12:00 – 12:30 pm .................Old-Time Circle Music Jam
............................................ (Acoustic instruments only)
2:00 pm ...........................................PARADE OF POWER
3:00 pm or After Parade of Power: ....... Threshing, Corn 
........................................................... Shelling, Dirt Work
3:30 pm ...............................................Music: Bill Horner
4:00 pm ......................................................PRIZE BINGO
4:30 pm ....................................... Music: Big G Bluegrass
5:00 pm ................ Downtown Parade Participants Line
........................................... Up at the North End of Town
5:45 pm ............. Music: Erin Baker & Casey Haberstroh
6:00 pm ....................... PARADE through DOWNTOWN
...................................................... MONTGOMERY CITY
6:30 pm ........................ Fiddle Contestants Registration

Friday, Aug. 16, 2024 (Con’t)
7:00 pm ..............................Pete Hart Memorial MCGPA
....................................“Hart”-Land Garden Tractor Pull
7:00 pm ..................................................... Fiddle Contest
After Fiddle Contest:   Music by Good Turn Daily Band
8:00 pm .....................................................Tractor Games

Saturday Aug. 17, 2024
7:00 am ................................................Food stand opens
Throughout The Day: ..............Demonstrations: Sawing

Broom making, Blacksmith, One-room School open, 
Ride the Trams

8:00-9:00 am .................... Dutch Oven Cooking Contest
.............................................................. Register & Set Up
8:30 am ............................................Warm Up & Sawing,
.................. Exhibits, Arts & Crafts & Flea Market Opens
9:00 am .....................................................Tractor Games
10:00 am .....................................Kids Pedal Tractor Pull
...........“Willard & Gloria Leverett Memorial Pedal Pull”
11:00 am .......................................................Kid’s Games
12:30 pm ......................................Cross Cut Saw Contest
12:30 - 2:00 pm .............Music: Happy Days Town Band
1:00 pm ..................... Dutch Oven Winners Announced
..................................................Spectators Tasting Foods
1:00 pm .....Spelling Bee at One Room School (all ages)
2:00 pm ...........................................PARADE OF POWER
2:30 pm ...............................Watermelon Eating Contest
2:30 - 4:30 pm .......................Dance: Country Plus Band
3:00 pm - ? ................................................ PRIZE BINGO
3:00 pm .............................Dirt Moving Demonstrations
3:00 pm ...........................Classic & Antique Tractor Pull
3:30 pm ..................................... Adult Pedal Tractor Pull
3:30 pm ...............................Watermelon Eating Contest

Saturday Aug. 17, 2024 (Con’t)
4:00 pm ....................................Threshing, Corn Shelling
4:00 pm ......................................Micro Mini Tractor Pull
4:30 pm ..................... Kid’s Farm Mini Olympics Games
4:45 pm ............. Music: Erin Baker & Casey Haberstroh
5:00 pm ..................................Women’s Skillet Throwing
6:00 pm ....................................... Music: Big G Bluegrass

7:00 pm .............................Flat Footin Follies (Cloggers)
7:00 pm .................................. Stock Dog Herding Demo
7:45 pm ................................. Man & Woman of the Year
8:00 pm ....................................... Dance: From Branson:

Melody Hart & The All Star Band

Sunday Aug. 18, 2024
7:00 am ................................................Food stand opens
Throughout The Day: ............... Sawing, Broom making,
....Blacksmith, One-room school open, Ride the Trams
8:30 am .............................. Warm Up Engines & Sawing
................... Exhibits, Arts & Crafts & Flea Market opens
9:00 am ................................... Old Time Church Service
...................................................................Harry Johnson
.................................................. Johnson Family Country
10:00 am .................... Gospel Music - Johnson’s Jubilee

10:00 am ...................................................Tractor Games
12:30 pm .............Mid Mo Garden Tractor Demo Derby

47th Annual Montgomery County

THRESHERS SHOW
Montgomery County Fairgrounds, Hwy 19, Montgomery City, MO

August 15, 16, 17 & 18, 2024

THURSDAY EVENING – MISSOURI FARM PULLERS 7:00 P.M.
FRIDAY EVENING PARADE THROUGH DOWNTOWN MONTGOMERY CITY 6:00 P.M.

SATURDAY EVENING FROM BRANSON - MELODY HART & THE ALL STAR BAND

STEAM ENGINES – ANTIQUE CARS & TRUCKS – GAS ENGINES-OLD TIME MUSIC – ARTS & CRAFTS
BIG FLEA MARKET – THRESHING – CORN SHELLING – PARADE OF POWER 2 P.M. (Fri-Sat)

TRACTOR GAMES (Fri-Sun) – HEAVY EQUIPMENT DIRT MOVING – GREAT FOOD AT THE MC FAIR SOCIETY 
FOOD STAND – RIDE THE TRAMS

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Tom O’Keefe – 573-934-5431 • Jane Johnson – 573-684-2645 or 573-220-2037

Valerie Johnson – 573-999-5741

Tractor Cruise: Scott Whalen 573-220-2471 • Small Engines: Tony Bethel 573-220-4171 
Flea Market: Stephanie West  314-489-8005 • Tractors: Ed Carline 573-564-2681

Arts & Crafts Building: Karen Hollensteiner 573-564-2979
Antique Cars & Trucks:  Sid West 573-310-1099

Steam Engines & Sawing: Bernard Begeman 314-805-5202

Camping: Stephanie West 573-544-3179
** Camping is Limited on our Grounds Other places to camp 6 miles southwest of 

Montgomery City; **Graham Cave State Park 573-564-3476,
Lazy Day Camp 573-564-2949, Hickory Ridge Campground 573-564-7993

Missouri Farm Pullers Contact: Kirk Hatfield 660-651-4602 or
Jeanne Sjostrand 573-819-1663

Classic & Antique Tractor Pull Contact: Mark Sprock 573-470-5389 Sanct’d by CMOTA 
Their Rules Apply

“Hart”Land Garden Tractor Pull Contact: Pat or Jamie Shannon 636-235-2473

MCOTA NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS-IN CASE OF CONFLICTS SCHEDULE 
MAY BE CHANGED-DOGS MUST BE ON SHORT LEASH -KIDS 18 & UNDER CURFEW!!! 

12:00 MIDNIGHT

DAILY ACTIVITIES

www.montgomerycountyoldthreshers.org • Like Us on Facebook

ADMISSION
BUTTON

$10.00
Children Under 

12 FREE!!
GOOD ALL

4 DAYS!

**All Golf Carts, ATV’s, Riding 
Mowers Must Register and pay 

$5.00 fee at the office & be 
driven by LICENSED DRIVERS.

No 2-wheel personal 
transportation

FEATURE TRACTOR:
JOHN DEERE

MELODY HART & THE 
ALL STAR BAND

FEATURE GAS ENGINE:
WATERLOO

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

2025 Feature Tractor
FERGUSON & MASSEY HARRIS

2023 Feature Gas Engine
GALLOWAY

NO
ALCOHOL

Ralph Dean Kaufman
Ralph Dean Kaufman, 86, of 

Mexico, passed away on Thurs-
day, July 25, 2024, at the Harry 
S. Truman Memorial Veterans 
Hospital in Columbia. Private 
burial will be at a later date.

Ralph Dean was born on De-
cember 5, 1937 in Wellsville, the 
son of Joseph Andrew and Dor-
othy Grace (Debo) Kaufman. He 
was a 1956 graduate of Mexico High School. 

Mr. Kaufman served in the U.S. Air Force from 1956 
to 1965 as an aircraft mechanic. He obtained the rank 
of Staff Sergeant and was stationed all over the world, 
including Japan and Turkey.

Ralph Dean was an electrician for Kaisers Aluminum, 
later becoming National Refractories. He served over 10 
years as the Union President and retired at the age of 
62.

Mr. Kaufman was a member of the Wellsville United 
Methodist Presbyterian Church. He really enjoyed fish-
ing and being outdoors.

Survivors include his sister, Judy (Mike) Hampton of 
Mexico; and his beloved dog, Snookie.

Ralph Dean was preceded in death by his parents, Joe 
and Dorothy Kaufman.

Memorial donations may be made to the Mexico Ani-
mal Shelter. They may be sent in care of Arnold Funeral 
Home, 425 S. Jefferson St., Mexico, MO 65265.

Online condolences may be left at www.arnoldfh.com.

Betty Bishop
Betty Jean Bishop, 91, of Mexico, passed away on Fri-

day, July 19, 2024, at the King’s Daughters Home.
Funeral services were held on Wednesday, July 24, 

at Arnold Funeral Home with Rev. Joe Pike officiating. 
Burial followed in Elmwood Cemetery.

Online condolences may be left at www.arnoldfh.com.

Edyth Jeannette Wood
Edyth Jeannette Wood, 94,  passed away on Mon-

day, July 22, 2024, at her residence at The Bluffs in 
Columbia. Edyth is survived by her two children, Ar-
len Claudie “Twig” Wood, Jr. (Bondi) of Columbia 
and Beth Michelle Myers (Loren) of Little River, Kan.; 
grandchildren Joseph Arlen Wood (Devin) of Stur-
geon, Maggie May Lamle (TJ) of Aline, Okla., and Cin-
dy Sue Jones (Casey) of Aline, Okla., and step grand-
children, Cindy Richardson of Wichita, Kan., and 
Krista Fedigan (Jim) of Texas. Edyth has seven great 
grandchildren: Addie, Avery, and Carter Wood; Lainie 
and Ayla Lamle; Tori and Trent Jones; and two step 
grandchildren, April and Kyle Richardson; and several 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were held on Friday, July 26, 2024, 
at the Oliver Funeral Home in Centralia. Interment 
was in the Sunset Hills Cemetery in Madison. Memo-
rial contributions may be made to the Centralia Senior 
Center, c/o Oliver Funeral Home, P.O. Box 125, Cen-
tralia, MO 65240. Condolences may also be made to 
the family at www.oliverfuneralhome.net

Laura Jane Williams
Laura Jane Williams, 75, of Mexico, passed away on 

Wednesday, July 24, 2024, at her home.
A Celebration of Life will be at a later date.
Arnold Funeral Home is serving the family.
Online condolences may be left at www.arnoldfh.com.

Mary Ruth Arens
Mary Ruth Arens, 86, of Martinsburg, passed away at 

1:10 a.m. Friday, July 26, 2024, at ANEW Healthcare in 
Wellsville.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held Monday, July 29, 
2024, at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Martinsburg with 
Father Derek Hooper officiating. Burial followed  in St. 
Joseph Catholic Cemetery in Martinsburg.  Visitation 
was held prior to services. Myers Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements. Condolences may be given 
at www.myersfuneralhome.biz.

Michael Burton
Michael Burton, 75, of Mexico, formerly of Arcadia, 

Missouri, passed away at 7:05 a.m. Sunday July 28, 
2024. A celebration of his life will be held at a later date. 
His care was entrusted to Pickering Funeral Home.

Robert Murray Armstrong
Celebration of life services for 76 year old Robert Mur-

ray Armstrong of Mexico will be 4:00-8:00 pm on Satur-
day, August 3, 2024, at the Moose Lodge in Mexico. Pick-
ering Funeral Home was in charge of the arrangements.

The Mexico Brick 
City Horseshoe Pitch-
ing League will host its 
fifth annual horseshoe 
pitching tournament 
Saturday, Sept. 14 at the 
Fairgrounds Shelter in 
Fairgrounds Park, Mexi-
co.

Registration is $10 and 
depending on participa-
tion, the tournament will 
be singles or doubles. 
Registration is at 10 a.m. 
with pitching at 11. Tro-
phies will be awarded 
in four classes. A silent 
auction will also be held 
and refreshments will be 
available.

For more information, 
contact Charlie Maupin, 
573-581-8559 or Ralph 
Throckmorton, 573-567-
2239.

All proceeds will be giv-
en to the Missouri Veter-
ans Home, Mexico.

Brick City 
pitching 
league 
to host 
tournament

Lincoln Daniel was 
born on Monday, July 15, 
2024 at 2:44 p.m. in Mer-
cy Hospital Springfield. 
The family was blessed 
with a healthy baby boy 
weighing 7 pounds, 5.5 
ounces; he was 21 inches 
long. Lincoln is the son of 
Levi and Kaelyn Spring-
field of Springfield. 

Proud grandparents 
are Chris and Robbin 
Denham of Mexico, Mary 
Springfield of Springfield,  
and Doug Springfield 
of Kansas City, Mo. His 
great-grandparents are 
Gary and Susan Martin 
of Dixon,  Bill and Lynn 
Admire of Centralia, and 
Alan & Debbie Denham 
of Shelbina. Lincoln’s 
great-great grandmother 
is Betty Dickens, of Dix-
on. Lincoln’s mom, Kae-
lyn, works at Mercy Hos-
pital as a NICU RN and is 
a 2018 graduate of Mexi-
co High School.  His dad, 
Levi, is an eighth grade 
English teacher at Cher-
okee Middle School in 
Springfield.

Birth 
Announcement

Lincoln Daniel

The following is a list of gener-
al highway maintenance work the 
Missouri Department of Transpor-
tation has planned in the Northeast 
Missouri region for the next few 
weeks.

All road closures and planned 
roadwork may be viewed on the 
Traveler Information Map at 
http://traveler.modot.org/map/.

Inclement weather may cause 
schedule changes in some of the 
planned work. There may also be 
moving operations throughout 
the region, in addition to the work 
mentioned below. MoDOT asks 
drivers to work with us by buckling 
up, putting your phone down, slow-
ing down and moving over in work 
zones.

 Audrain County
Route K – Aug. 6, CLOSED for 

patching operations from U.S. Route 
54 to CR 510 between 7 a.m. and 4 
p.m.

Route K – Aug. 7 – 8, CLOSED for 
patching operations from the Pike 
County line to U.S. Route 54 between 
7 a.m. and 4 p.m. daily.

Route AA – Aug. 1 & 5, CLOSED for 
patching operations from U.S. Route 
54 to Route K between 7 a.m. and 4 
p.m. daily.

Route CC – Aug. 7, CLOSED for 
culvert replacement from CR 217 to 
Audrain CR 209 between 7 a.m. and 4 
p.m.

Route CC – Aug. 8, CLOSED for 
culvert replacement from CR 225 to 
Audrain CR 233 between 7 a.m. and 4 
p.m.

MoDOT upcoming planned roadwork
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3100 SOUTH CLARK • MEXICO, MO
573-581-3392 • PearlMotor.com

Since 1916,
We Treat Everyone Like Family

2024 CHEVROLET TRAX LT
Stock #24163 MSRP: $25,180

NOW $25,180

2024 CHEVROLET COLORADO Z7212024 BUICK ENVISTA PREFERRED

NOW $25,385
Stock #24533 MSRP: $25,885 Stock #24118 MSRP: $45,605

NOW $44,605

Mexico Optimist Hounds Running Club first practice!
August 13, 6 p.m. at Plunkett Park

Community R-6 softball 
had several players that were 
key during last year’s historic 
season.

The Lady Trojans finished 
with a school-record 22-10 
season and then lost multi-
ple hitters to graduation but 
have seen some fill in those 
holes in the summer. Com-
munity had a winning record 
through its eight scrimmage 
games, including a lopsided 
11-1 victory at home against 
Hannibal on Thursday.

“We’ve had an opportuni-
ty to see some players step 
up hitting-wise,” head coach 
Kendra Murphy said. “That’s 
a big concern for us.”

Paige Painter made sever-
al postseason award teams 
for the Lady Trojans, includ-
ing all-state, and others who 
earned recognition multi-
ple times were Brooklynn 
Glasgow, Alyssa Beamer and 
Jocelyn Curtis. Taylor John-
son is another senior who 
graduated from Community, 
making it four starters that 
the team lost.

Curtis is the only one of 
the group returning this sea-
son and is expected to be 
Community’s No. 1 pitcher. 
Murphy said freshman Myla 
Carroll has impressed during 
the summer as another arm 
that can back up Curtis and 
has also hit, as evidenced 
from her home run against 

Hannibal.
“Getting some of the young-

er girls to step into roles 
where they are producing, 
we’re getting there,” Murphy 
said. “We’ve spent quite a few 
hours working on hitting the 
last couple weeks. We did a 
good job of putting balls in 
play hard.

“Myla is pitching really well 
this summer. Myla’s going to 
throw in a lot of games. She’s 
kept us in every game she’s 
thrown in so that’s exciting. 
Her and I have spent a lot 
of time on her hitting. That 
was definitely something that 
she came to us with when we 
started this summer, saying 
she needed to improve on.”

Chloe Johnson was more of 
a “role player” for the Lady 
Trojans last year, Murphy 
said, as she was expected to 
put down bunts and be a con-
tact player. She said John-
son and Peyton Schafer have 
stepped up this summer as 
well and will need to continue 
that during the fall season to 
be bigger run producers.

“We’re going to look to 
(Johnson) to drive in a lot 
more runs than she did last 
year,” Murphy said. “Peyton 
Schafer is another one that 
is going to have to step into 
more of an RBI-getter role  
and not just bunt here and 
there and get on base. Amy 
(McCurdy) and J(ocelyn Cur-
tis) still are in the middle of 

CR-6 softball steps up to plate in summer

Above, Community R-6 fresh-
man Myla Carroll blasts a home 
run against Hannibal during a 
scrimmage game on Thursday 
at home in Laddonia. Carroll 
has made an impression early 
with a good summer at the 
plate and in the circle. Left, 
Community R-6 junior Chloe 
Johnson throws the ball into 
the infield after fielding a hit by 
Hannibal during a scrimmage 
game on Thursday at home.

[Jeremy Jacob]

BY JEREMY JACOB
Sports Editor

See CR-6 on page B2

Van-Far graduate Nikos Connaway rises for a layup 
in transition last season. Connaway had another 
big season statistically to gather a bunch of award 
recognition during his senior year. He will be playing 
basketball in college at John Wood Community Col-
lege in Quincy, Ill. 

[Jeremy Jacob]

In its first full track and field 
season, Mexico Optimist Hounds 
Running Club competed against 
some of the best Missouri and 
other states had to offer.  

At the Inaugural Mexico 
Hounds Invite, teams and indi-
vidual athletes from Oklahoma, 
Kansas, Illinois and Missouri 
competed in the first club level 
track meet held in Mexico's his-
tory. The Hounds themselves, 
along with their parents and 
other volunteers, spent a lot of 
time preparing for this event 
from working a variety of field 
events to sorting through all of 
the paperwork.

Overall as a team, the Mexico 
Hounds finished second in the 
team race behind a very tough 
East St. Louis Greyhounds team. 
In the field events, the Hounds 
scored several gold-medal marks 
in shotput and javelin.  On the 
track, the Hounds faced stiff 
competition at every single dis-
tance contested. However, sever-
al of the Hounds rose to the occa-
sion and earned some midseason 
personal-record marks.  

After the Hounds’ home meet, 
they took a couple of weeks off 
of competition before heading to 
Monroe City for a pair of meets. 
On the first meet of the Monroe 
City Circuit, it was the hottest 
day of the year. The Hounds 
performed well in the heat with 
nearly everyone taking home a 
top-six finish in at least one of 
their events.  

Two days later, the weather 
cooled off, but the Hounds did 
not. Numerous PR marks in both 
running and field events. For 
most of the Hounds, this was the 
last meet of the season, and it 

ended well.  For four of the ath-
letes, they had one more meet: 
the Show-Me State Games.

The Show-Me State Games is 
affiliated with a National Con-
gress of Games that gets together 
every two years and competes in 
an Olympic-style format at a pre-
selected city. This year, San Di-
ego was selected for the national 
meet, but since the Hounds had 
not qualified yet, they had to take 
care of the first steps in qualify-
ing for the National Meet in 2026 
held at Penn State University in 
Happy Valley, Pennsylvania. To 
qualify, a competitor has to fin-

ish in the top 3 of their event.
The Show-Me Games is a two-

day format where all of the ath-
letes 14 and younger compete on 
Day 1 and the 15 and older ath-
letes on Day 2.  

On Day 1, the Mexico Opti-
mist Hounds had three athletes 
competing in both running and 
field events. Starting with the 
3,000-meter race, Lydia Bowen 
finished second in her age group 
with a time of 18:04, qualifying 
her for the national meet.  

The next two qualifiers came 

Mexico Hounds end track season 
on high note at Show-Me Games

The Mexico Optimist Hounds Running Club competes in a race during one 
of their several meets at Monroe City this summer. It finished its schedule 
by qualifying multiple athletes for a national meet in the future. 

[Submitted]

See HOUNDS on page B2

Nikos Connaway has a new destination.
After committing to William Woods University in 

Fulton earlier this year, the Van-Far all-state senior 
will now be playing for John Wood Community Col-
lege in Quincy, Ill. 

John Wood head coach Jonny Dahl, who was an-
nounced as the new head coach last week, said on 
social media about Connaway: “Nikos is a coach’s 
son, and it shows. He consistently makes the right 
plays on both sides of the floor. NJ is a tough point 
guard that brings a high basketball IQ mind to the 
2024 class.”

The Blazers finished last season 19-13 and lost 
in the Region 24 Championship game to Parkland 
College 73-56. 

Mexico graduate Jordan Shelton played his fresh-
man last year for John Wood, averaging 12.7 points, 
2.1 assists and 1.4 steals per game while shooting 
47.7 percent from the field and 33.3 percent from 
3-point territory. Shelton scored at least 20 points 
in four of the Blazers’ final six games, including two 
in the Region 24 tournament.

Van-Far's Connaway 
commits to John 
Wood CC hoops
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the lineup like we did 
last year. They’re play-
ing pretty much the 
same roles that they 
did.”

While Community has 
looked good so far, Mur-
phy cautions the roster 
will have to be figured 
out a bit more before 
the first game, which is 
fine since there is still 
some time.

“We’re just trying to 
put the pieces togeth-
er on defense,” Murphy 
said. “We know what 
nine will start. We just 
don’t know what posi-
tions they’re going to 
start in yet.”

from the shot put. Zuri Crews and Joanna Bow-
en would throw extremely well, including Crews’ 
throw of an impressive 25’ 1”.  Lydia would add an-
other second-place finish in the shot put as well.  
Joanna would set a PR in the long jump and earn a 
bronze medal for her efforts.  

On Day 2, the lone Mexico Hound, Jiles Williams, 
jumped his best marks in both the triple jump and 
long jump, earning bronze in both events.  In all, 
the Mexico Optimist Hounds sent four athletes to 
qualify for the national meet, and all four of them 
earned their spot to compete in Pennsylvania. They 
came away with seven medals in all, along with 4 
PRs in their respective events.   

CR-6
from page B1

Hounds
from page B1

July 11 Singles

1. Larry Brown 5-0
2. Randy Clithero 4-1
3. Ralph Throckmorton 3-2
4. Charlie Maupin 2-3
5. Jimmie Foreman 1-4
6. Calvin McGrew 0-5

July 18 Doubles

1. Larry Brown and Charlie Maupin 2-0
2. Jimmie Foreman and Ralph Throckmorton 1-1
3. Mac Mahaney and Randy Clithero 0-2

The league is open to anyone that wants to throw 
some ’shoes. It’s free and fun. It meets each Thurs-
day at 5:30 p.m. (weather permitting) at the horse-
shoe pits in Fairgrounds Park in Mexico.

The next tournament is the Missouri Veterans 
Home Benefit on Sept. 14. Sign up is at 10 a.m., 
and pitching begins at 11 a.m. Everyone is invited. 
For more information, call Charlie Maupin at 573-
581-8559.

Mexico Brick City 
Horseshoe Pitching 
League Results

Gaining elementary skills 
at Paris football camp

A week before the high 
school program went 
outside for their sum-
mer camp, the Paris 
Coyotes football coach-
es and players held a 
camp for elementary 
school kids, with third- 
through sixth-grades 
registering for free. On 
Wednesday and Thurs-
day, the kids spent an 
hour cycling through 
drills that tested their 
skills and taught them 
the fundamentals on 
the gridiron, covering 
several aspects of the 
game and allowing 
them to play activities 
like flag football.  

[Jeremy Jacob]

Jiles Williams 

Joanna and Lydia Bowen

Zuri Crews

Left, Community R-6 senior Aaliyah Welch stretches to catch a throw to first base to record an out against Hannibal during a scrimmage 
game on Thursday at home in Laddonia. Right, Community R-6 senior Rylee Rafferty rounds second base after hitting a triple against Hanni-
bal during a scrimmage game on Thursday at home. The Lady Trojans won the game 11-1 and finishes the summer with a winning record. 

[Jeremy Jacob]
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How to place a Classified ad

CLASSIFIED
DISPLAY ADS

$10
per column inch

An additional charge of 
$100.00 per month to have 

your ad run online at
mexicoledger.com.

CLASSIFIED
LINE ADS

$10
Minimum 10 words

An additional charge
of $.20 per word over the 

initial 25 words.

Classified ads can be placed by calling
573-581-1111 or emailing

circulation@mexicoledger.com.

CONCRETE FLATWORK - 48 years experience. 
636-359-8090 

NO HUNTING/TRESPASSING:  Fishing, swim-
ming, no destruction of property. James A. Williams 
Farm.

PERSONAL NOTICE - To the good people of Mex-
ico, MO, I, David Kysar, have NO Criminal History. 
The stories you hear are lies. I have my Criminal Back-
ground papers, where are theirs? 

NOTICES

Judge or Division
PROBATE

In the Estate of IDA GASTLER, Deceased

Publish 7/24, 7/31, 8/7, 8/14/2024

IN THE 12TH JUDICIAL COURT OF AUDRAIN COUNTY, MISSOURI

CASE NO: 24AU-PR00065

Notice of Letters of Administration Granted
(Independent Administration)

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of
IDA GASTLER, Decedent

On July 9, 2024, the following individuals were 
appointed the co-personal representatives of the estate 
of IDA GASTLER, decedent, by the Probate Division of the 
Circuit Court of AUDRAIN COUNTY, Missouri.

The personal representative’s name and address are:
BEVERLY CASEY, 402 KRISTI LANE, ASHLAND, MO 65010
MELANIE GASTLER, 4413 STEVENDALE DR., COLUMBIA, 
MO 65202.
The personal co-representatives may administer the 
estate independently without adjudication, order, or 
direction of the Probate Division of the Circuit Court, 
unless a petition for supervised administration is made 
to and granted by the court.

The co-personal representatives’ attorney’s name, 
business address and phone number is: JEFFREY R. KAYS, 
129 EAST BROADWAY, PO BOX 284, ASHLAND, MO 65010, 
573-657-0098.

All creditors of said decedent are notified to file claims 
in court within six months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice or if a copy of this notice was 
mailed to, or served upon, such creditor by the personal 
representative, then within two months from the date 
it was mailed or served, whichever is later, or be forever 
barred to the fullest extent permissible by law.  Such 
six-month period and such two-month period do not 
extend the limitation period that would bar claims one 
year after Decedent’s death, as provided in Section 
473.444, RSMo, or any other applicable limitation periods. 
Nothing in Section 473.033, RSMo, shall be construed 
to bar any action against a decedent’s liability insurance 
carrier through defendant ad litem pursuant to Section 
537.021, RSMo.

Date of decedent’s death: 30-APR-2024
Date of first publication: JULY 24, 2024

Judge or Division
PROBATE

In the Estate of DOUGLAS PAUL DIEDERICH, Deceased

Publish 7/10, 7/17, 7/24, 7/31/2024

IN THE 12TH JUDICIAL COURT OF AUDRAIN COUNTY, MISSOURI

CASE NO: 24AU-CC00054

Notice of Letters of Administration Granted
(Independent Administration)

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of
DOUGLAS PAUL DIEDERICH, Decedent

On June 6, 2024, the following individual was appointed 
the personal representative of the estate of DOUGLAS 
PAUL DIEDERICH, decedent, by the Probate Division of 
the Circuit Court of AUDRAIN COUNTY, Missouri.

The personal representative’s name and address are:
Carolina Hall Diederich, 111 Eastwood Street, Higby, MO 
65257.

The personal representative may administer the estate 
independently without adjudication, order, or direction 
of the Probate Division of the Circuit Court, unless a 
petition for supervised administration is made to and 
granted by the court.

The personal representative’s attorney’s name, business 
address and phone number is: Jonathan L. Witte, 
215 East Jackson, Mexico, MO 65265, (573) 581-5190.

All creditors of said decedent are notified to file claims 
in court within six months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice or if a copy of this notice was 
mailed to, or served upon, such creditor by the personal 
representative, then within two months from the date 
it was mailed or served, whichever is later, or be forever 
barred to the fullest extent permissible by law.  Such 
six-month period and such two-month period do not 
extend the limitation period that would bar claims one 
year after Decedent’s death, as provided in Section 
473.444, RSMo, or any other applicable limitation periods. 
Nothing in Section 473.033, RSMo, shall be construed 
to bar any action against a decedent’s liability insurance 
carrier through defendant ad litem pursuant to Section 
537.021, RSMo.

Date of decedent’s death: 08/07/2023

Audrain County Public Water 
Supply District #2 

PO Box 457 • 19105 Hwy 22 • Mexico, MO 65265 
(573) 581-8230

Audrain County Public Water Supply District #2 is seeking 
qualified applicants for a part-time water BILLING CLERK/ 
OFFICE ASSISTANT. This position would begin as a 24-28 
hour per week requirement that may transition into a 
full-time position. 

The district is looking for a team player that is trustworthy, 
professional and a first line of contact for the business. 
The position requires the applicant to have efficient 
computer skills to include proficient use of the Microsoft 
Office Suite (notably Excel, Word and Outlook) and the 
ability to quickly learn the district’s utility billing software. 
The applicant will need excellent organizational and 
advanced time management skills as well as attention to 
detail, data entry experience and demonstrate strong oral 
and written communication while answering calls, taking 
messages and communicating via email, etc. The position 
requires excellent customer seruice skills and ethical 
handling of customer credit card, check and cash 
payments as well as bank deposits, petty cash and other 
general banking duties. Administrative duties will also 
include filing, office supply management, mail pick-up, 
scheduling meetings and events and assisting with the 
preparation of the monthly board packets and 
placing meal orders. This multi tasking position will ensure 
efficient, smooth day-to-day operations of the office and 
support the District Manager, Business Manager and the 
Board of Directors as needed for the ultimate successful 
delivery of safe, potable water to our customers. 

Starting pay commensurate upon experience and 
qualifications. U.S. Citizenship and proof of high school 
diploma required. 

Pre-employment drug screening is required. 

Submit resume and cover letter to the 
Business Manager - Rhoni Hatton at 

businessmanager@pwsd2audrain.com 
and the District Manager, Tony King, at 
districtmanager@pwsd2audrain.com.

Judge or Division
PROBATE

In the Estate of HARRY EDGAR FOWLER, Deceased

Publish 7/17, 7/24, 7/31, 8/7/2024

IN THE 12TH JUDICIAL COURT OF AUDRAIN COUNTY, MISSOURI

CASE NO: 24AU-CC00060

Notice of Letters of Administration Granted
(Independent Administration)

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of
HARRY EDGAR FOWLER, Decedent

On July 9, 2024, the following individual was appointed 
the personal representative of the estate of HARRY
EDGAR FOWLER, decedent, by the Probate Division of 
the Circuit Court of AUDRAIN COUNTY, Missouri.

The personal representative’s name and address are:
Jason D. Fowler, 8 Branchwood Road, Mexico, MO 65265.
The personal representative may administer the estate 
independently without adjudication, order, or direction 
of the Probate Division of the Circuit Court, unless a 
petition for supervised administration is made to and 
granted by the court.

The personal representative’s attorney’s name, business 
address and phone number is: Jonathan L. Witte, 
215 East Jackson, Mexico, MO 65265, (573) 581-5190.

All creditors of said decedent are notified to file claims 
in court within six months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice or if a copy of this notice was 
mailed to, or served upon, such creditor by the personal 
representative, then within two months from the date 
it was mailed or served, whichever is later, or be forever 
barred to the fullest extent permissible by law.  Such 
six-month period and such two-month period do not 
extend the limitation period that would bar claims one 
year after Decedent’s death, as provided in Section 
473.444, RSMo, or any other applicable limitation periods. 
Nothing in Section 473.033, RSMo, shall be construed 
to bar any action against a decedent’s liability insurance 
carrier through defendant ad litem pursuant to Section 
537.021, RSMo.

Date of decedent’s death: 01-APRIL-2024

As required by section 415.415 RSMO, 
Notice is here-by given that all goods stored 
at: TJ’s Storage located at 155 Washington, 
Martinsburg, MO 65264 - Unit #9, will be 
sold on at public auction on or after 
September 15, 2024. 

TJ’s Storage - 573-253-6530

NOTICE

WANTED TO BUY

Gold & Silver Jewelry
Wrist & Pocket Watches, 

Sterling Silver

Coke Plant Antiques
221 N. Jefferson, Mexico, MO

573-473-8117
Open Friday & Saturday 

9am – 3pm

For Sale 1972 Mercedes 
350 SL with extra 

convertible top. 101,000 
miles. Maroon. Only 

two owners. Runs great. 
$11,500. 319-331-2332.

GOT IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find.
From a new car to a new home to a new job,

The Mexico Ledger Classifieds deliver!

Call 573-581-1111 to subscribe!

The Community R-VI School District is accepting bids 
for Occupational Therapy services.  Sealed bids are 
due on July 31 by 12 p.m. Should be sent to Superin-
tendent, Chad Harter at: 

BID NOTICE

Community R-VI
School District
35063 Highway BB, 

Laddonia MO 63352

The Community R-VI School District is accepting bids 
for Physical Therapy services.  Sealed bids are due on 
July 31 by 12 p.m. Should be sent to Superintendent, 
Chad Harter at: 

BID NOTICE

Community R-VI
School District
35063 Highway BB, 

Laddonia MO 63352

The Community R-VI School District is accepting 
bids for SLP services.  Sealed bids are due on July 31 
by 12 p.m. Should be sent to Superintendent, 
Chad Harter at:

BID NOTICE

Community R-VI
School District
35063 Highway BB, 

Laddonia MO 63352

Peters Home Repairs
20 Years’ Experience! 

Paul Peters:
Someone Local you 

can TRUST!
573-253-8494 • peters8014@gmail.com

As required by section 415.415 RSMO, Notice is  
here-by given that all goods stored at: 

Small Town Storage located at 
17520 Hwy 22 Thompson, MO 65285

Unit #7; Unit #29; Unit #30; Unit #36; Unit #41; 
Unit #54; Unit #55; Unit #63; Unit #73; Unit #88; 

Will be sold on an online public auction 
www.storageauctions.com on or after 

August 14, 2024. 
Small Town Storage- 573-338-7867

YARD SALE - August 3rd - 8 am to 2 pm. 1847 
West Boulevard Street (next to Soul’s Harbor Baptist 
Church). Assortment of items that have been accumu-
lated over several years including:  Masterbilt smok-
er, furniture, antiques, washer, home decor, TVs, oak 
glider and much more. No clothing. Rain cancels.

GARAGE/YARD SALES

GARAGE SALE - Friday and Saturday - 8 am to ? 
1032 Harwood, Mexico. Name brand clothing, shoes, 
purses, refrigerator, and more!

Call 573-581-1111 to place your ad today!
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SAMPLE BALLOT
PRIMARY ELECTION

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2024
AUDRAIN COUNTY, MISSOURI

NOTICE OF ELECTION - Notice is hereby given that the Primary Election will be held in the County 
of Audrain on Tuesday, August 6, 2024 as certified to this office by the participating entities of 
Audrain County. The ballot for the Election shall be in substantially the following form.

 There will be a public test of the voting equipment to be used at the election on August 6, 2024 
beginning at 9:30a.m.  August 1, 2024 in the Farnen Family Community Room, 101 N. Jefferson, Mexico MO. 

 I, Lisa Smith, within and for the county of Audrain do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a 
true and correct list as certified to me by John R. Ashcroft, Secretary of State, State of Missouri, of the offices 
for which candidates are entitled to be voted for at the PRIMARY ELECTION to be held August 6, 2024 and I 
further certify that the candidates to be nominated for county offices as filed in this office to be ELECTED at 
the PRIMARY ELECTION to be held August 6, 2024 are as filed in this office.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the SEAL of said County. Done in my 
office at Mexico, Missouri, this 11th day of July, 2024.      
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REPUBLICAN PARTY

FOR UNITED STATES SENATOR

Vote For ONE
JOSH HAWLEY

FOR GOVERNOR

Vote For ONE
DARRELL LEON
McCLANAHAN III

JEREMY GUNDEL

BILL EIGEL

ROBERT JAMES OLSON

JOHN R. (JAY) ASHCROFT

MIKE KEHOE

CHRIS WRIGHT

DARREN L GRANT

AMBER THOMSEN

FOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Vote For ONE
HOLLY REHDER

DAVE WASINGER

LINCOLN HOUGH

PAUL BERRY III

TIM BAKER

MATTHEW E. PORTER

FOR SECRETARY OF STATE

Vote For ONE
VALENTINA GOMEZ

SHANE SCHOELLER

DENNY HOSKINS

ADAM J. SCHWADRON

JAMIE CORLEY

DEAN PLOCHER

MARY ELIZABETH COLEMAN

MIKE CARTER

FOR STATE TREASURER

Vote For ONE
CODY SMITH

ANDREW KOENIG

LORI ROOK

VIVEK MALEK

TINA GOODRICK

KARAN PUJJI

FOR ATTORNEY GENERAL

Vote For ONE
WILL SCHARF

ANDREW BAILEY

FOR UNITED STATES
REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 6

Vote For ONE
FREDDIE GRIFFIN JR

BRANDON KLEINMEYER

SAM GRAVES

WELDON WRAY WOODWARD

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 43

Vote For ONE
KENT HADEN

FOR CIRCUIT JUDGE
CIRCUIT 12

Vote For ONE
RICHARD SCHEIBE

FOR EASTERN DISTRICT
COMMISSIONER

Vote For ONE
LESLIE MEYER

FOR WESTERN DISTRICT
COMMISSIONER

Vote For ONE
TRACY R. GRAHAM

FOR SHERIFF

Vote For ONE
MATT OLLER

FOR ASSESSOR

Vote For ONE
MELISSA MAUPIN

FOR CORONER

Vote For ONE
TODD D. YAGER

DEMOCRATIC PARTY

FOR UNITED STATES SENATOR

Vote For ONE
KARLA MAY

DECEMBER L. HARMON

LUCAS KUNCE

MITA BISWAS

SAMPLE BALLOT
PRIMARY ELECTION 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2024
AUDRAIN COUNTY, MISSOURI        

NOTICE OF ELECTION
Notice is hereby given that the Primary Election will be held in the County of Audrain on Tuesday, August 6, 2024 as certified to this office 
by the participating entities of Audrain County.  The ballot for the Election shall be in substantially the following form.

Page 2 OF 3

FOR GOVERNOR

Vote For ONE
ERIC MORRISON

CRYSTAL QUADE

SHERYL GLADNEY

HOLLIS L LASTER

MIKE HAMRA

FOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Vote For ONE
RICHARD BROWN

ANASTASIA SYES

FOR SECRETARY OF STATE

Vote For ONE
MONIQUE WILLIAMS

BARBARA PHIFER

HALEY JACOBSON

FOR STATE TREASURER

Vote For ONE
MARK OSMACK

FOR ATTORNEY GENERAL

Vote For ONE
ELAD JONATHAN GROSS

FOR UNITED STATES
REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 6

Vote For ONE
RICH GOLD

PAM MAY

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 43

Vote For ONE
ERIK RICHARDSON

FOR PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR

Vote For ONE
CONNIE J. HAGAN

LIBERTARIAN PARTY

FOR UNITED STATES SENATOR

Vote For ONE
W.C. YOUNG

FOR GOVERNOR

Vote For ONE
BILL SLANTZ

FOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Vote For ONE
KEN IVERSON

FOR SECRETARY OF STATE

Vote For ONE
CARL HERMAN FREESE

FOR STATE TREASURER

Vote For ONE
JOHN A. HARTWIG, JR.

FOR ATTORNEY GENERAL

Vote For ONE
RYAN L. MUNRO

FOR UNITED STATES
REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 6

Vote For ONE
ANDY MAIDMENT

NON-PARTISAN

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 1

YES

NO

Proposed by 102nd General Assembly
(First Regular Session) SJR No. 26

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to allow places where
individuals, corporations, organizations,
and associations provide childcare
outside of the child’s home to be exempt
from property tax? This is intended to
make childcare more available, which
would support the well-being of children,
families, the workforce, and society as a
whole.

    State governmental entities estimate
the state’s Blind Pension Fund could
have annual lost revenue of up to
$400,000. Local governments expect an
unknown fiscal impact.

DEMOCRATIC PARTY
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CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 4

YES

NO

Proposed by 101st General Assembly
(Second Regular Session) SS 2 SJR
No. 38

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to authorize laws, passed
before December 31st, 2026, that
increase minimum funding for a police
force established by a state board of
police commissioners to ensure such
police force has additional resources to
serve its communities?

This would authorize a law passed in
2022 increasing required funding by the
City of Kansas City for police
department requests from 20% of
general revenue to 25%, an increase of
$38,743,646, though the City previously
provided that level of funding voluntarily.
No other state or local governmental
entities estimate costs or savings.
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s/Lisa Smith, County Clerk

AUDRAIN COUNTY
POLLING PLACES
Mexico 1 
St. John’s Lutheran Church
1000 Dorcas PO BOX 320
Mexico

Mexico 2-3-4 
Courthouse Annex
220 N Jefferson
Mexico

Mexico 5 
Mexico Area YMCA
1127 Adams St.
Mexico

Mexico 6 
Presbyterian Church
400 Lakeview Rd
Mexico

Vandalia 
First Baptist Church
101 N. Main
Vandalia

I E Cuivre 
Modern Maturity Center
104 E Joe
Vandalia

2-Farber                            
Farber Community Bldg
104 W. Front St.
Farber

3-Laddonia 
First Baptist Church
301 Maple
Laddonia

4-Martinsburg 
Community Room/Library
201 E Washington
Martinsburg

5-Rush Hill/Benton City 
Rush Hill Community Church
143 Church St
Rush Hill

6-South Fork 
Friendship Baptist Church
4500 E. Liberty
Mexico

7-8 Community 
Courthouse Basement
101 N Jefferson St
Mexico

9-S.R./Wilson
4-H Bldg- 21509 Hwy D
Mexico

10-Thompson 
 Little Dixie Fire Station #3
 13971 Hwy T
 Centralia

11-Friendship 
Friendship Christian Church
2045 State Hwy EE
Centralia, MO  65240  
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Notice is hereby given that the Primary Election will be held in the County of Audrain on Tuesday, August 6, 2024 as certified to this office 
by the participating entities of Audrain County.  The ballot for the Election shall be in substantially the following form.
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AUDRAIN COUNTY, MISSOURI        

NOTICE OF ELECTION
Notice is hereby given that the Primary Election will be held in the County of Audrain on Tuesday, August 6, 2024 as certified to this office 
by the participating entities of Audrain County.  The ballot for the Election shall be in substantially the following form.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Bids for Renovate 
Interior & Exterior 
Readiness Center 
Building, Mexico 
Readiness Center, 
Project No. T2318-
01 will be received 
by FMDC, State 
of MO, UNTIL 
1:30 PM, 8/27/24. 
For specific project 
information and 
ordering plans, go 
to: http://oa.mo.
gov/facilities

Missouri Press Service
802 Locust
Columbia, MO 65201
PHONE - 573-449-4167
FAX -  573-874-5894

Sikeston 
Ad Code: D&C_T2318-01
Ad Size: 1x4

Judge or Division
PROBATE
In the Estate of JOAN STRIEBECK, Deceased

Publish 7/31, 8/7, 8/14 and 8/212024

IN THE 12TH JUDICIAL COURT OF AUDRAIN COUNTY, MISSOURI

CASE NO: 24AU-PR00056

Notice of Letters of Administration Granted
(Independent Administration)

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of
JOAN STRIEBECK, Decedent

On June 6, 2024, the following individual was 
appointed the personal representative of the estate of 
JOAN STRIEBECK, decedent, by the Probate Division of 
the Circuit Court of AUDRAIN COUNTY, Missouri.

The personal representative’s name and address is:
Donna Green, 605 North Walnut Street, Vandalia, MO 
63382.
The personal representative may administer the estate 
independently without adjudication, order, or direction 
of the Probate Division of the Circuit Court, unless a 
petition for supervised administration is made to and 
granted by the court.

The personal representative’s attorney’s name, 
business address and phone number is: Taylor Dunlap 
Granneman, 20 Manor Drive, Troy, MO 63379, (636) 528-4910.

All creditors of said decedent are notified to file claims 
in court within six months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice or if a copy of this notice was 
mailed to, or served upon, such creditor by the personal 
representative, then within two months from the date 
it was mailed or served, whichever is later, or be forever 
barred to the fullest extent permissible by law.  Such 
six-month period and such two-month period do not 
extend the limitation period that would bar claims one 
year after Decedent’s death, as provided in Section 
473.444, RSMo, or any other applicable limitation periods. 
Nothing in Section 473.033, RSMo, shall be construed 
to bar any action against a decedent’s liability insurance 
carrier through defendant ad litem pursuant to Section 
537.021, RSMo.

Date of decedent’s death: 12-APR-2024
Date of first publication: JULY 31, 2024

Judge or Division
PROBATE

In the Estate of MICHAEL R. ALLEN, Deceased

Publish 7/24, 7/31, 8/7, 8/14/2024

IN THE 12TH JUDICIAL COURT OF AUDRAIN COUNTY, MISSOURI

CASE NO: 24AU-PR00042

Notice of Letters of Administration Granted
(Independent Administration)

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of
MICHAEL R. ALLEN, Decedent

On May 21, 2024, the following individual was appointed 
the personal representative of the estate of MICHAEL R. 
ALLEN, decedent, by the Probate Division of the Circuit 
Court of AUDRAIN COUNTY, Missouri.

The personal representative’s name and address are:
MELINDA R. ALLEN, 907 JACKSON, MEXICO, MO 65265.
The personal representative may administer the estate 
independently without adjudication, order, or direction 
of the Probate Division of the Circuit Court, unless a 
petition for supervised administration is made to and 
granted by the court.

The personal representative’s attorney’s name, business 
address and phone number are: EVAN SHOEMAKER, 
1103 EAST BROADWAY, COLUMBIA, MO 65201,
(573) 874-7777.

All creditors of said decedent are notified to file claims 
in court within six months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice or if a copy of this notice was 
mailed to, or served upon, such creditor by the personal 
representative, then within two months from the date 
it was mailed or served, whichever is later, or be forever 
barred to the fullest extent permissible by law.  Such 
six-month period and such two-month period do not 
extend the limitation period that would bar claims one 
year after Decedent’s death, as provided in Section 
473.444, RSMo, or any other applicable limitation periods. 
Nothing in Section 473.033, RSMo, shall be construed 
to bar any action against a decedent’s liability insurance 
carrier through defendant ad litem pursuant to Section 
537.021, RSMo.

Date of decedent’s death: 13-MAR-2024
Date of first publication: JULY 24, 2024

What do you do if 
someone pretending to 
be a worker from a utility 
company knocks on your 
door?

This is known as a util-
ity impostor scam. Utility 
impostor scams can hap-
pen any time of year, but 
are especially common 
during extremely cold or 
hot weather when peo-
ple can’t go without their 
heat or air conditioning.

A scammer imperson-
ates an electric, water 
or gas company rep-
resentative. They may 
call you on the phone, 
send an email or even 
knock on your door in 
a realistic-looking work 
uniform, claiming you 
have an overdue bill and 
need to pay immediately 
to prevent your service 
from being shut off.

In another version of 
this scam, the scammer 
may say they need to en-
ter your home to make 
“repairs” or do an “ener-
gy audit” so they can look 
for valuables or personal 
information once inside.

BUSINESSTALK
by Khesha Duncan - BBB Columbia Regional Director

Better Business Bureau - BBB.org - Office: (573) 721-9965

Utility Scams
In general, it’s good to 

be wary about unsolic-
ited messages or knocks 
on your door – your real 
utility company should 
notify you or schedule 
an appointment before 
they come to your home. 
Remember that you are 
never obligated to let a 
stranger into your home, 
even if they say it’s ur-
gent or important.

What to do if you en-
counter a utility impos-
tor:

● Don’t send money 
by prepaid card or wire 
transfer. If someone 
claiming to be a utility 
company representative 
asks you to pay with a 
prepaid debit card, gift 
card, a digital wallet app 
or wire transfer, it’s a 
huge red flag. Legitimate 
utility companies usually 
ask for payment by check 
or credit card.

● Don’t give in to pres-
sure. Utility scammers 
will pressure you to pay 
them immediately, usu-
ally in a short time frame 
like an hour. They may 

try to intimidate you into 
giving them personal and 
banking information. Le-
gitimate utilities will not 
try to force you to pay on 
the spot.

● Call customer ser-
vice. If a caller is trying 
to pressure you, hang up 
the phone and call the 
customer service number 
listed on your actual util-
ity bill. If the scammer 
gave you a utility bill, it 

could be fake, so be sure 
to use the phone number 
from a previous, real util-
ity bill. This will ensure 
you’re speaking to a real 
representative from your 
actual utility company.

● Don’t allow a strang-
er into your home unless 
you have scheduled an 
appointment or reported 
a problem to your utility 
company and are expect-
ing the visit. Ask utility 
employees to show you 
identification such as 
a badge before letting 
them enter.

Senior Center Menu
July 31 - August 6

Wednesday, July 31: Braised Pork Chop, 
Roll, Mashed Potatoes, Spiced Apples, Milk.

Thursday, August 1: Fried Chicken, Mac 
N Cheese, Steamed Green Beans, Mixed Fruit, 
Milk.

Friday, August 2: Rice Pilaf, Fresh Roasted 
Broccoli & Cauliflower, Sliced Peached, Milk.

Monday, August 5: Lemon & Mustard 
Chicken, Parslied Orzo, Cauliflower AuGratin, 
Ambrosia Salad, Milk.

Tuesday, August 6: Ham & Cheese on Rye, 
Dill Potato Salad, Cucumber & Onion Salad, 
Milk.



Justin Stewart adds some seasoning to pork steaks 
before the Tuesday night dinner.

mexicoledger.com                  Wednesday, July 31, 2024               B5FARM & FIELD

Downtown Centralia, MO

 573-682-2555

107 N. ALLEN ST. 9:30-5:30 TUES-FRIDAY
9-4 SATURDAY
1:30-4:30 SUNDAY

COME COME 
SEE US SEE US 

FOR ALL FOR ALL 
YOUR YOUR 

CLOTHING!CLOTHING!

Peoples Savings Bank
OurPSB.com

WE INVEST IN AGRICULTURE!
Need a

Commercial or
Ag Loan?

Contact me to
see if I can help!

Derek Stuckenschneider
Regional President

dstuck@ourpsb.com
573-818-2740

573-324-5424
208 Business HWY 61 North, Bowling Green, MO 63334

niemeyerfamilyfarms.com

Niemeyer Family Farms’ network is made up of land owned by our founders, our family,
and many landowner partners. Our farming partnership utilizes a variety of leasing 

agreements including:
100% Fixed Cash Lease • Variable Cash Lease • Share Crop Lease

Fair attendees stand at attention for the national anthem.  

Tucker Robnett shows the Sale Champion Market Hog.

Friday night winners: Jack 
Norfleet, left, won Senior 
Showmanship, Beef; while 
his dad, Kent, right, took 
Old Timer Showmanship 
honors.

Audrey Shellabarger readies her steer for the show.

Marshall Kable leads the Sale Champion Steer.

The Sale of Champions crowd begins to gather last Tuesday night.

Mesa Tiemann shows the Sale Champion Market Lamb.  
Master Showmen gather before the competition.

Wes Tiemann scans the 
crowd for bids during the 
Sale of Champions.

PHOTOS BY MELINDA BASTIAN & NATHAN LILLEY
THE MEXICO LEDGER
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THIS
WEEK’S

FEATURED
CHURCH

NEW LIFE
TABERNACLE
CHURCH
VANDALIA, MO

To Place Your Church’s Information On This Page, contact Nathan Lilley at
573-581-1111 • nathan@mexicoledger.com

WOODS AUTO REPAIR
LARRY WOODS

573-581-4447
PERSONAL SERVICE

PLUS QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
111 South Olive • Mexico, MO

4132 South Clark
Mexico, MO

573-581-9777
Guns  ̃   New & Used  ̃   Archery  ̃   Ammo

Optics and Reloading Components

Auto Body & Complete Automotive Repair
3800 S. Clark • Mexico, MO 65265

573-581-2277 • www.fischerbodyshop.com
Fixin’ Big Problems, Cars Too!

MOMMENS HEATING
& COOLING, LLC

1320 Paris Road
Mexico, MO 65265
www.mommenshvac.com

573-581-7970
FAX 573-581-7338

Randy’s
Auto Body
4570 Friendship Dr.

Mexico, MO

573-581-7697

JOHN DEERE • 573.581.5900
www.SNPartners.com
For all your equipment needs:

parts, sales & service
4803 South Clark, Mexico, MO

1101 W. Monroe
(573) 581-3100

OPEN 6AM - 9 PM

Locally Owned
and Operated

Downtown Centralia, MO
107 N. Allen St. • 573-682-2555

Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9:30 am - 5:30 pm • Saturday 9 am - 4 pm
Sunday 1:30 pm - 4:30 pm • Closed Monday

Minister’s Message

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is 
the power of God for salvation to everyone who be-
lieves, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek.” Ro-
mans 1:16

Throughout history we have seen some embrace 
the Gospel message of Jesus and others be ashamed 
or think it is foolish. Paul was making his stance 
known very early in his letter to the Roman church. 
The cross itself was a sign of shame, which may have 
caused some to question how a man dying on it could 
bring salvation. The Romans were believed to be sus-
picious of the Gospel message, so Paul decided to hit 

it straight on.
Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel. He believed 

it was important. The life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ brings salvation to all who believe and 
repent of their sins. It is an amazing gift that is of-
fered to each person through the power of God in or-
der to bridge the gap between us and our God. A gap 
that exists because of our sin.

In Paul’s day, as laid out in this verse it did not mat-
ter if you were a Jew or Greek, all you had to do was 
believe. Believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Believe 
that He is the Son of God, that He lived a sinless life, 

This Directory is made possible by these businesses 
who encourage all of us to attend worship services. 

The church listings below are 
provided at NO CHARGE to our area churches.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
• First Assembly of God
 601 East 54, Vandalia
 573-594-3300
• First Assembly of God Church
 1920 Lakeview, Mexico
 573-581-1526

BAPTIST
• Antioch Baptist Church
 of Centralia, MO
 1249 E. Hwy 22, Centralia
 Pastor: Bro Eric Hill
• Bethlehem Baptist Church
 13013 Highway T, Centralia
 Pastor: Scotty Watson
 573-469-1893
• Centennial Baptist Church
 816 W. Breckenridge, Mexico
 573-581-5173
• Farber Baptist Church
 105 E. Hickory, Farber
• 1st Baptist Church
 509 Salling St., Perry, MO 63462
 Pastor: Bob Knight
• First Baptist Church
 600 E. Promenade, Mexico
 573-581-4190
• First Baptist Church
 214 N. Lindell St., Vandalia
 573-594-6535
• First Baptist Church
 Maple St., Laddonia
• Friendship Baptist Church
 Highway 54 East, Mexico
 573-581-4038
• Grand Prairie Baptist Church
 104 N. Main St., Auxvasse
 573-386-5224
• Hopewell Baptist Church
 10749 ACR 945, Thompson
• Iglesia Bautista Rios
 DeAgua Viva
 310 N. Wade, Mexico
• Littleby Baptist Church
 9 miles N. of Mexico, Rt. J
• Lockewood Baptist Church
 1005 West Love, Mexico
 Pastor Randy Jones
• New Hope Baptist Church
 11535 Audrain Road 973, Centralia
 Sunday School 10 a.m.
 Worship Service 11 a.m.
 Bro. Wesley Pulis, Church Pastor
• Riding High Cowboy Church
 2700 E. Liberty St., Mexico
 573-808-6595
 Pastor: Dale Dale Larison
• Second Baptist Church
 1501 US 54, Vandalia
 573-594-2146
• Second Missionary Baptist Church
 418 E. Breckenridge, Mexico
 573-581-2066
• Soul’s Harbor Baptist Church
 (Independent)
 623 W. Monroe, Mexico
 573-581-2175
• Union Baptist Church
 17620 Hwy JJ, Mexico
 573-567-0025
• Watchman Baptist Church
 14813 Audrain Rd. 823
 Mexico, MO 65265
 Pastor: Kenny Wyss
 573-253-5697
• West Cuivre Baptist Church
 38533 ACR 620, Laddonia
 573-473-2952

CATHOLIC
• Sacred Heart Church
 203 W. Home St., Vandalia
 573-594-2717
• St. Brendan Church
 615 S. Washington, Mexico
 573-581-4720
• St. John’s Catholic Church
 601 Elm St., Laddonia
 573-373-5351
• St. Joseph Church
 408 E. Kellett St., Martinsburg
 573-492-6595
• St. Mary Magdalen
 1200 North Clark, Mexico
 Traditional Latin Masses
 573-581-7545

CHRISTIAN
• Benton City Christian Church
 121 Morris, Benton City
• Berean Christian Fellowship Church
 of Mexico
 Sunday Service: 10am-12pm
 Wednesday Service: 7-8pm
 Pastor: Linda Edwards
• Farber Christian Church
 303 N. Main, Farber
 573-249-3627
• Kentucky Road Christian Church
 716 Kentucky Road, Mexico
 573-581-1782
• Laddonia Christian Church
 4th & Chestnut, Laddonia
 573-373-5560
• Salt River Christian Church
 14426 ACR 965, Thompson
• Santa Fe Christian Church
 35546 Rt. D, Santa Fe
 573-582-2459
• Second Christian Church
 1071 Brooker St., Vandalia
 573-594-3262
• Southside Christian Church
 2100 Lakeview, Mexico
 573-581-3837
• Sunrise Christian Church
 6209 ACR 355, Mexico
 573-581-6888

CHRISTIAN
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
• Auxvasse Christian Church
 201 E. Walnut St., Auxvasse
 573-386-2361
• First Christian Church
 307 W. Jackson, Mexico
 573-581-4628
• Liberty Christian Church
 Highway E, Thompson
• Midway Christian Church
 ACR 380, Mexico
 660-327-5258
• New Testament Christian Church
 404 S. Main St., Auxvasse

CHRISTIAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL
• St. Paul CME Church
 614 E. Park Drive, Mexico
 573-581-3020

CHURCH OF CHRIST
• Mexico Church of Christ
 2031 W. Monroe St., Mexico
 605-220-3193

CHURCH OF GOD
• Church of God (Holiness)
 1215 W. Boulevard, Mexico

CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS
• Church of Jesus Christ of
 Latter-Day Saints
 635 Ringo, Mexico

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
• First Church of the Nazarene
 2726 S. Clark, Mexico
 573-581-4400

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
• Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s
 Witnesses
 1300 Elmwood Dr., Mexico
 573-581-7294

LUTHERAN
• Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
 120 West Gano Chance Rd., Centralia
 573-682-3941
• St. John’s Lutheran Church
 1000 Dorcas Street, Mexico
 573-581-5655
• St. Johns Lutheran Church
 414 S. Main St., Vandalia
 573-594-6640

METHODIST
• Mexico United Methodist Church
 122 E. Promenade, Mexico
 573-581-4791
• St. Luke United Methodist Church
 604 Johnson, Mexico
 573-581-6140
• United Methodist Church
 201 N. Jefferson St., Vandalia
 573-594-3124
• Ward Chapel AMC Church
 Corner of Holt & Johnson, Mexico
 573-582-7197

PENTECOSTAL
• Apostolic Pentecostal Church
 908 East 54, Vandalia
 573-594-3671
• Living Hope of Mexico
 1427 W. Monroe, Mexico
 573-581-2575

PRESBYTERIAN
• Auxvasse City Presbyterian
 Church
 104 E Chestnut St., Auxvasse
 573-386-2636
• Bethel Presbyterian Church
 1313 Neptune, Mexico
 573-581-4941
• Curryville Presbyterian Church
 201 E. Main St., Curryville
 573-324-3490
 Pastor Shonda
• Farber Presbyterian Church
 101 S. Oak, Farber
 573-249-5711
• First Presbyterian Church
 400 Lakeview Road, Mexico
 573-581-5689
• First Presbyterian Church
 214 N. Jefferson St., Vandalia
 573-594-2049
• Mt. Olivet Presbyterian Church
 Rural Route 1, Vandalia
 573-594-3002
• Presbyterian Church
 105 Front St., Benton City
 573-581-8864
• Old Auxvasse Nine Mile
 Presbyterian Church
 10678 County Rd. 10678
 Williamsburg
 573-254-3398

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
• Seventh Day Adventist
 410 N. Agricultural, Mexico
 573-582-0937

WESLEYAN
• Faith Wesleyan
 1125 W. Boulevard, Mexico
 573-581-5110

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
• Abundant Life Church
 Jefferson Building
 222 S. Jefferson St., Mexico
• Faith Tabernacle
 907 West Home, Vandalia
 573-594-6541
• First Christian Church
 205 W. Park St., Vandalia
 573-594-2703
• Genesis
 Mexico YMCA
 Sunday: 10 a.m.
 Jeff: 256-361-8673
 • Just As I Am Cowboy Church
 23410 Monroe Rd. 840, Paris
 660-327-1308
 573-492-6466
• Martinsburg Community Church
 201 E. Jefferson St., Martinsburg
 573-492-6466
• New Testament Assembly
 1125 W. Boulevard, Mexico
• Rush Hill Community Church
 143 Church St., Rush Hill
 573-582-2157
• Victory Christian Fellowship
 3550 S. Clark, Mexico
 573-581-6317

RIDING HIGH COWBOY CHURCH
Mexico, Missouri

Pastor Dale E. Larison
573-808-65952700 E. Liberty St. - Mexico

Meeting every Monday at 
7 p.m. and Sunday at 
11 a.m. in the Expo 

Building of the 
Midwest Exchange 

Regional Stockyards. 

573-682-4501
5345 Audrain Road 225 • Centralia, MO 652405345 Audrain Road 225 • Centralia, MO 65240

Warm weather is back,Warm weather is back,
we’re back to roofing!we’re back to roofing!

MILLERMILLER
BROTHERSBROTHERS

LUMBERLUMBER

• Roofing• Roofing
• Siding• Siding
• Windows• Windows
• Pole Barns• Pole Barns
• Full Line• Full Line
   Building   Building
   Packages   Packages

Not Ashamed 
that He died on the cross paying for your sins, and 
then rose from the dead defeating death giving you 
new life. Believe this and you are saved. You are re-
deemed. Your sin debt has been paid in full.

It did not matter who you were in Paul’s day, and it 
does not matter who you are in our day. Your ances-
try does not limit your access to the gift of salvation. 
The amount of sin in your life does not hinder Jesus’ 
ability to forgive you. Trust in the Gospel message 
and through the gift of Jesus and the Power of God 
you will be saved. Turn to Jesus and be set free from 
your sin!

by Rev. Robert Hudson, Pastor, Littleby Baptist Church
28486 Hwy. J, Rush Hill
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., Worship: 10:15 a.m. - Littlebybaptist.org
Services available on YouTube
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