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THE BANK 
OF MISSOURI 
SUPPORTS 
OUR YOUTH IN 
AGRICULTURE.

Enjoy your
FFA Week.

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday

8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday 9:00am to Noon

Mid-Missouri Truck & Trailer Parts, LLC
is a proud supporter of the FFA

Your Home Town Truck Experts!
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	 Landon Love: My favorite FFA activity is the National FFA Convention. There 
are so many fun activities and learning experiences that happen during the conven-
tion. One of my favorite events is the rodeo or listening to very famous people give 
speeches. We are able to tour well known places. National convention has given me 
many experiences that I would not have a chance to be a part of if I was not in FFA. 

	 Linn Stuart: My fa-
vorite Agriculture course 
has been Ag Construction, 
because it has expanded 
my understanding of sev-
eral different trades.  We 
have gotten experience in 
welding and woodwork-
ing, and we will be learn-
ing about electricity and 
concrete soon.  Before 
taking the course I didn’t 
know much about all of 
the trades, but now I have 
a better understanding.  
I knew how to weld and 
woodwork from previous 
courses, but this course 
specifically strengthened 
my understanding. This 
course is the most hands-
on course I have taken so 
far. In this class, we have 
welded stools, and have 
built rabbit traps out of 
wood.

Call us today at 
573-581-1377 

for all your 
garage door 

needs!

Serving Mexico 
and all of central 
Missouri 

Proud to support our students 

Certified installers and service technicians 

who are changing our world 
through 

FFA

FFA is a dynamic youth organization 
that changes lives and prepares mem-
bers for premier leadership, personal 
growth and career success through ag-
ricultural education.

FFA develops members’ potential 
and helps them discover their talent 
through hands-on experiences, which 
give members the tools to achieve re-
al-world success.

Members are future chemists, vet-
erinarians, government officials, en-
trepreneurs, bankers, international 

business leaders, teachers and premier 
professionals in many career fields.

FFA is an intracurricular student or-
ganization for those interested in agri-
culture and leadership. It is one of the 
three components of agricultural edu-
cation.

The official name of the organization 
is the National FFA Organization. The 
letters “FFA” stand for Future Farmers 
of America. These letters are a part of 
our history and our heritage that will 
never change.

What is FFA?
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2946 S Clark St, Mexico, MO
(573) 473-3002

 

 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

Proud supporters
of FFA!

We are proud supporters 
of the local FFA chapters of 

Mid-Missouri.

Downtown Centralia, MO
107 N. Allen St. • 573-682-2555

Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9:30 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday 9 am - 4 pm

Sunday 1:30 pm - 4:30 pm • Closed Monday

Stop by and see what we 
have to offer this spring!
Don’t forget we carry black Riata 
Wranglers, white shirts and black 
Twisted X shoes for the boys
official dress. 

We believe in the future of
agriculture, with a faith born

not of words but of deeds.

Mike - 573-253-4913
Chris - 573-253-6105
Jesse - 573-253-6106

Melinda - 573-253-6104
Kailey- 573-795-7436

Brittany - 573-975-0623

2023 Mexico FFA
Proficiency Results

Neil Waller: Swine Production Ownership
1st Place - MOVING ON TO STATE

Nick Van Schyndel: Agriscience
1st Place - MOVING ON TO STATE

Neil Waller: Agriculture Education - 2nd Place
Nick Haines: Beef Production Ownership - 3rd Place

Jack Norfleet: Diversified Crop Production - 3rd Place
Cameron Beasley: Turf Grass Management - 2nd Place

Nick Van Schyndel: Poultry Production - 2nd Place
Nick Haines: Forage Production - 2nd Place

Other competitors:
Nick Van Schyndel: Ag Processing

Jaron Thebeau: Agricultural Services
Logan Thebeau: Agriculture Sales Placement

Jackson Norfleet: 
My name is Jack Norfleet 
and I have been in FFA 
for almost three years. 
My Supervised Agricul-
ture Experience consists 
of beef production where 
I raise and sell beef cat-
tle along with my dad on 
my family farm. I par-
ticipate in all aspects of 
our beef cattle operation 
year-round; From artifi-
cially inseminating cows 
and heifers in October, 
to assisting with births 
in April. I bottle feed 
calves and monitor my 
cattle regularly as their 
safety is as important 
to me and my family. 
I also help take care of 
my grandfather’s cattle. 
Some things are hard 
for him to do as he is not 
as young as he used to 
be, so I am always very 
willing to help him at 
any given moment. One 
of the most rewarding 
components of my beef 
production SAE is rais-
ing show steers and heif-
ers through from birth 
and then being able to 
market them and sell 
them locally to young 

4H and FFA members. 
I tend and feed my show 
cattle frequently as I 
rinse, groom, and care 
for them. I show my cat-
tle at the local, county, 
district, and state level 
throughout each sum-
mer. I sell my steers in 
July and keep my heifers 
as cows to help expand 
my personal herd. In the 
summer, I facilitate my 
forage production SAE 
by growing and harvest-
ing hay with the help of 
my father and grandfa-
ther. I assist with mow-
ing, tedding, raking, and 
bailing hay to feed to my 
pasture of cattle. Addi-
tionally, I have a diver-
sified crop production 
SAE where I plant corn 
and soybeans with my 
father and grandfather 

in the summer and har-
vest the crops in the fall 
season. All of my Super-
vised Agricultural Expe-
riences have impacted 
the development of my 
future career goals as I 
plan to stay within the 
beef industry after high 
school and become an 
auctioneer. Through my 
SAEs I have been able to 
have personal growth, 
build communities, and 
strengthen agriculture. 
FFA is a great organi-
zation that has allowed 
me to prepare myself 
for my future, as I will 
gain more knowledge,  
communication skills, 
and connections with 
important people in my 
community that will ul-
timately help me suc-
ceed in the future.

Daniela Garcia: My 
name is Daniela Garcia, 
my favorite Agriculture 
course activity was the 
time when we did the 
wood projects. There 
were many more activ-
ities but definitely, this 
was my favorite. I have 
learned many things 
while in Agriculture class 
but in this course activity 
I learned the most and 
it was something really 
fun to do. This activity 
was really fun to do and I 
learned many new things.

We proudly support our FFA!

Dedicated to Serving You!
123 W. Monroe • Mexico, MO • 573-581-8282

Betty Jo Sydenstricker, Broker/Owner

Kendra West
573-682-4370

Tom Paczkowski
636-399-6410

Lori Ingrum
573-473-9025

Betty Jo Sydenstricker
573-473-4611

Dwight Linnemeyer
573-489-5004

Anna Worthington
573-721-1705

Connie Cox
573-825-1700

Jamie Pehle
573-473-0144

Ashley Schafer
573-473-8242

Centralia Office: 949 E. Hwy 22, Centralia, MO • 573-682-3000

Sam Fair
515-351-2468

Griffin Anderson
573-239-3656
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Helping Farmers 
Grow for More  
Than 165 Years
Put us to work for your  
unique banking needs. 

callawaybank.com/ag • 573-642-3322

SNPartners.com

ALBION, IL
618-445-3676
BENTON, IL

618-435-4430
CHILLICOTHE, MO

660-646-5493
COLUMBIA, MOCOLUMBIA, MO

573-476-0730
CURRYVILLE, MO

573-594-6493
DUTZOW, MO
636-433-2256

FARMINGTON, MO
573-756-2088573-756-2088

FLORA, IL
618-622-4444

HERMANN, MO
573-486-3204

JERSEYVILLE, IL
618-498-5504

KIRKSVILLE, MO
660-665-1500
MACON, MO
660-385-2177
MARION, ILMARION, IL

618-993-8596
MEXICO, MO
573-581-5900

MOSCOW MILLS, MO
636-366-9400

NORRIS CITY, IL
618-378-2194618-378-2194

PALMYRA, MO
573-769-2112

ROCHEPORT, MO
573-446-3030

SALISBURY, MO
660-388-6166

SCOTT CITY, MO
573-335-0192

ST. CHARLES, MO
636-493-0288

STE. GENEVIEVE, MOSTE. GENEVIEVE, MO
573-883-5703

STEELEVILLE, IL
618-965-3475
TIPTON, MO

660-433-5596
UNION, MO

636-888-0390636-888-0390
WATERLOO, IL
618-939-6717

WAYNE CITY, IL
618-895-3130

MAKE A BIG IMPACT
W I T H  C O M P A C T S

North Side of the Square
109 W. Monroe, Mexico, MO 65265

573-581-7064 • Cell: 573-473-7513

We support 
our local FFA

Wyatt Troesser: My favorite activity during FFA 
week is our ag industry tours. During the industry 
tours our ffa members go to different locations that 
use agriculture practices to learn about different ar-
eas of agriculture and how they can be used in today’s 
agricultural environment. This is a very unique expe-
rience for our ffa members and is a great opportunity 
to learn about the ever changing tools in agriculture.

	 Tate Ellison: My Su-
pervised Agriculture Ex-
perience is breeding my 
blue heeler and selling 
her puppies. I examine 
my dog to see when she 
goes into heat and when 
she does I leave her with a 
suitable male. After a few 
days, I pick up my dog 
and make preparations at 
home for the pups. Once 
she has the puppies we 
raise them until they are 
old enough to be sold at 
that point we start to sell 
them until none are left.

Nicholas Van Schyn-
del: My supervised ag-
riculture experience is 
my flock of 500 chickens. 
I currently get 15 doz-
en eggs a day from my 
chickens and love selling 
them straight to the end 
consumer. I also show 
goats that I butcher.  My 
products get sold online 
at hedgehollerharvest.
com and through the Co-
lumbia Farmers Market. 
The products that I sell 
are goat meat and eggs. I 
have been able to earn two 
National FFA Grants and 
three local Mexico FFA 
Blue and Gold Supporters 
Grants. All of the grant 
money has allowed me to 
grow my business. I am 
thankful for the business-
es and individuals that 
help out FFA members 
like myself. 

Claire Isgrig: My favorite agricultural course activ-
ity we have done is building the shelf. This project was 
very fun and we learned a lot from it. My favorite part 
of making the shelf was using the saw to cut the wood. 
I also really liked that we got to build it with a partner.
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3800 S. Clark • Mexico, MO 65265
573-581-2277 

www.fischerbodyshop.com

Fixin’ Big Problems, 
Cars Too!

PROUD FFAPROUD FFA
SUPPORTERS!SUPPORTERS!

1212 East Liberty Street
Mexico, MO 65265

573-581-2890
millertiremissouri.com

70 Years... and Counting!

Proud supportersProud supporters
of our of our 

FFAFFA
CommunityCommunity

VAN-FAR

Front L to R: Miss Rachael Bagnell, Advisor, Clara Wallace, Vice President, Carmen 
Wilburn, Vice President, Mara Jensen, President, Rebecca Motley, Secretary, Mrs. 
Ashlee Crader, Advisor. Back L to R: Kayla Heaton, Historian, Erin Childs, Treasurer, 
Reece Culwell, Sentinel. Not Pictured: Kristen Shaw, Reporter. 

All Photos and Articles were submitted by 
Chapter Reporter, Kristen Shaw

2022-2023 Van-Far FFA Officers

2022-2023 Van-Far FFA Chapter

The Van-Far FFA chapter prides itself on community 
service. Every month from August-October and March-
May our members meet on a Monday morning to pick 
up trash alongside Highway 54. We partner with Adopt-
A-Highway to ensure the community that supports us 
is clean. 

Hwy. 54 Trash pick upMore than 11,000 
FFA advisors and agri-
culture teachers deliver 
an integrated model of 
agricultural education, 
providing students 
with innovative and 
leading-edge education 
and enabling them to 
grow into competent 
leaders.

92 percent offer 
agriscience; 71 per-
cent offer advanced 
agriscience and bio-
technology; 59 per-
cent offer agricultural 
mechanics; 49 percent 
offer horticulture; 43 
percent offer animal 
science; and 24 percent 
offer environment-re-
lated.

23 percent of teach-
ers have five or fewer 
years of teaching expe-
rience.

The shortage of qual-
ified agriculture teach-
ers is the greatest chal-
lenge facing FFA and 
agricultural education.

Education
statistics
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Proud to support our local 
FFA Chapters.

573-581-4444
1808 E. Liberty St. • Mexico

www.mfaoil.com

MFA Oil has been serving agricultural, commercial 
and residential customers since 1929. We are 

committed to providing the best products and 
services, and to giving back to our communities.

Our Rural Roots Run Deep.

Take advantage of our decades of expertise 
and commitment to quality. 

Give us a call today to learn more!

MFA OIL OFFERS
✓ Premium Lubricants
✓ Farm Delivery
✓ Patronage Dividends 

for Co-op Members

✓ Propane
✓ Detergent Gasoline
✓ BOSS® Performance Diesel 

(Clear & Red-Dyed)

District 43
Representative
Proudly Representing 
Audrain and Callaway 

Counties

Proud
Supporter

of FFA

Paid For By Candidate

OF MEXICO
2715 E. Liberty St., Mexico, Mo

573-581-6767

We Are 
Proud FFA

Supporters!

• Homeowners Insurance
• Renters Insurance
• Mobile Home Insurance
• Farm Insurance

Providing farm and home insurance to Mexico and 
Audrain County, Missouri since 1891.

1005 W. Monroe • Mexico, MO 65265

 573-581-1360

WE SUPPORT OUR
LOCAL FFA!

Tracy Wilburn, Agent
Emily Heimer, Agent

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FFA

One of our most participated in meetings of the year 
is Mud Volleyball. We play at the fairgrounds and our 
members, especially new members in the freshman 
class, are able to come to a fun competitive event to 
kick off the school year! We appreciate the Vandalia 
Fair and Vandalia Fire Department for providing us 
with a location and a lot of water! 

Mud Volleyball

The 2022 State Champion Nursery and Landscape team 
competed at the National FFA Convention in October of 
2022. The team placed second overall, and Ennis Childs 
was the high individual. Pictured from to left to right 
are Ennis Childs, Hunter Scrogin, Devyn Keller, and 
Mara Jensen. 

Nursery Landscape team

FFA makes a positive 
difference in the lives 
of students by devel-
oping their potential 
for premier leadership, 
personal growth and 
career success through 
agricultural education. 
FFA membership to-
day is comprised of 
735,038 student mem-
bers in grades seven 
through 12 who belong 
to one of 8,817 local 
FFA chapters through-
out the United States, 
Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands.

FFA operates on lo-
cal, state and national 
levels. Student mem-
bers belong to chapters 
organized at the local 
school level. Agricul-
ture educators serve 
as chapter advisors. 
Chapters are organized 
under state associa-
tions headed by an 
advisor and executive 
secretary, often em-
ployees of the state de-
partment of education. 
States conduct pro-
grams and host annual 
conventions.

The National FFA Or-
ganization is governed 
by a board of directors, 
charters state associ-
ations and provides 
direction, program ma-
terials and support for 
local chapters and state 
FFA associations.

FFA was organized 
nationally in 1928 in 
Kansas City, Mo. In 
1950, Congress grant-
ed FFA a federal char-
ter, making it an in-
tegral part of public 
agricultural instruction 
under the National Vo-
cational Education Act. 
FFA receives no federal 
funding.

The U.S. Department 
of Education provides 
leadership and helps 
set direction for FFA 
as a service to state and 
local agricultural edu-
cation programs.

About
FFA FFA WEEK

FEBRUARY 19-24
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(573) 828 - 4587 •  albsmeyerelectric.com

“We Service What We Sell”“We Service What We Sell”
• Grain Storage, Handling & Drying
• Control, Automation
   & Hazard Monitoring
• Gas Piping

• Electrical Service
• Swine Equipment
• Irrigation Equipment
• Pressure Washers

WE SUPPORT 
OUR LOCAL FFA!#4 Industrial Drive • Vandalia, MO

WE SUPPORT 
OUR LOCAL 

FFA

WE SUPPORT WE SUPPORT 
OUR LOCAL OUR LOCAL 

FFAFFA

PRIMARY LOGO

BRAND COLORS

FONTS

HEADLINES: FUTURA BOLD  

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
0123456789

BODY COPY: AVENIR BOOK

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
0123456789

POET GREEN

CMYK: 17 / 0 / 34 / 3
RGB: 206 / 224 / 179

HEX: #cee0b3

POET GRAY

CMYK: 0 / 1 / 0 / 51
RGB: 145 / 145 / 149

HEX: #919195

ALTERNATIVE LOGO

BLACK & WHITE LOGOS

PRIMARY GUIDELINES

DESIGN COLOR PALETTE

LOGO SPACING

TM

BRAND 
GUIDELINES

Do not distort, crop or recolor the company’s logo. When 
resizing the logo, maintain its proportions.

Do not reproduce the logo using special fonts.

Do not add extra wording or graphics to the logo. 

The company’s logos are available in color, black/white 
and grayscale (EPS, PNG, and JPEG). If you have special 
requests, please contact the POET Communications 
Department (605.965.2200, communications@poet.com). 

This guide has been produced to ensure that 
the POET identity in its various forms is used 
to achieve a uniform visual brand.

To ensure that POET’s identity is clearly discernable, it 
requires space as shown below, free of type, graphics, 
and other elements that might cause visual clutter.

CMYK: 100 / 78 / 42 / 36      
RGB: 8 / 53 / 83 
HEX: #083553

CMYK: 71 / 21 / 58 / 3      
RGB: 78 / 152 / 128  
HEX: #4e9880

CMYK: 77 / 34 / 14 / 47      
RGB: 25 / 86 / 115
HEX: #195673

CMYK: 56 / 12 / 56 / 0  
RGB: 119 / 178 / 139
HEX: #77b28b

CMYK: 69 / 44 / 33 / 5      
RGB: 90 / 123 / 143
HEX: #5a7b8f

CMYK: 17 / 0 / 34 / 3
RGB: 206 / 224 / 179
HEX: #cee0b3

TERMINOLOGY

When using POET’s “bio” language, it should be one word 
without spaces, hyphens, or secondary capitalizations.  
Please reference the examples below.

DO NOT USE IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS:

Bio-Ethanol BioEthanol Bio Ethanol

BioprocessingBioproductsBioethanol

POET Laddonia proudly supports FFA.

Meet Our Team

Amanda Wright, 
Grain Merchandiser

Ashley Smith,
Grain Merchandiser

Brad Callison,
Commodities Manager

Jeanne McCurdy,
Scale Tech

Stephanie Power,
Scale Tech

Bill Baker •  Jenna Baker
1331 Paris Road, Mexico, MO • 573-567-5065

Crop Insurance Specialists
Muti-peril Crop Insurance

Hail Insurance • Livestock Risk Protection
Pasture Rangeland and Forage Insurance

Proud supporter
of FFA!

Find us on Facebook!

NORTH CALLAWAY

Greenhouse: Students have spent the year prepar-
ing for our spring greenhouse sales.

CYE: Students participated in the Callaway Youth 
Expo. Sophie Geppert is pictured with her holstein 
breeding heifer. 

National Floriculture Team: The state winning 
floriculture team competed at nationals. The team 
placed 4th at nationals. Team members were Sam 
Pezold, Lauren Riecke, Tyler Huddleston and Isiah 
Craighead. Isiah was recognized for placing 8th indi-
vidually. 

	 At the national level, 
FFA is led by a board of 
directors and six student 
national officers.
	 Together they act on 
recommendations from 
the national convention 
delegates and agricul-
tural education’s stake-
holders to set the vision 
and policy for FFA. The 
founding principles, au-

thority, objectives and 
procedures of the Nation-
al FFA Organization are 
established by the Na-
tional FFA Constitution 
and Bylaws. The Nation-
al FFA Organization is a 
federally-chartered orga-
nization.

National FFA Organization



mexicoledger.com       Wednesday, February 22, 2023       B7FFA WEEK

MEXICO STRENGTH 
AND FITNESS

300 N WASHINGTON, MEXICO, MO

573-975-4017

WE ARE PROUD 
SUPPORTERS OF 
OUR LOCAL FFA!

PROUD FFA SUPPORTERS!

1555 Hwy. 54
Vandalia, MO

(573) 594-6430

Shop.
Discover.

Save.
Live well.

573-582-1188

We Proudly
Support FFA

Reduce Fertilizer Expense!

Come in for a CHANGE!

#1 Choice of
Top Mechanics

Proud Supporter of
Future Farmers of America

Owner Kevin Shaw
815 E. Liberty, Mexico, MO 65265

(573) 581-0005
Fax (573) 581-4495

TERESA L. ALLEN
Recorder of Deeds

Audrain County Courthouse
101 N Jefferson St., Rm 105

Mexico MO  

Here’s to 
the Future 
Farmers of 
America!

Audrain County
Associate

Commissioner
Leslie Meyer 

Paid for By Leslie Meyer

Proudly supporting FFA  
for the past, present and  

future of agriculture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vandalia•Mexico•Troy 
www.ennisimpl.com 

MU: Ag Science 1 students attended Career Exploration Day at Bradford Re-
search Farm.

National FFA Convention: North Callaway FFA members enjoyed National 
FFA Convention in Indianapolis, IN. The students attended sessions, explored the 
career show and spent a day in Louisville. 

Silver Dollar City: The top members on the points chart were rewarded with a 
trip to Branson in August. 

Trap Team: The trap team had a successful season, placing 2nd at the Area IV 
Trap Shoot.
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FROM SULLIVAN AUCTIONEERS

HAPPY
NATIONAL FFA WEEK

(844) 847-2161  •  LICENSE #444000107
WWW.SULLIVANAUCTIONEERS.COM

CONSIDERING AN AUCTION?

If you are considering selling farm machinery, real estate or collector cars, our 
team of professionals is ready to help.  Feel free to contact us anytime to learn 

more about the services we offer. It’s never too early to start planning an auction.

Call or Email Today!Call or Email Today!

Poindexter Earth Moving, Inc

John Cell: 573-473-4889
Justin Cell: 573-473-2650

16929 Audrain Rd. 725 • Martinsburg, MO 65264

50 years of service
Clearing, Ponds, Lakes, 

Waterways, and Terraces

105 N. Washington
Mexico, MO

(573) 567-4083(573) 567-4083

PROUD SUPPORTERPROUD SUPPORTER
OF OUR FFA!OF OUR FFA!

stop bystop by
today attoday at

COMMUNITY R-6
2022-2023 FFA members

By Lelynn Napolis
Sophomore FFA Member

I joined FFA in 7th grade 
because I wanted to be a 
part of our Ag community. 
While being in FFA, I can 
go on trips with the rest 
of my group. It gives me 

time to really enjoy myself. 
I can shoot Trap since I’m 
in FFA. I love being a suc-
cessful member of our so-
ciety. I am given many op-
portunities for greatness 
and well-being. In FFA, 
you learn how to be a great 
leader.

Why you should join FFA

By Cooper Rohan
Freshman FFA Member

I love to shoot trap 
and be involved in the 
FFA programs. I like 
to cut firewood for my 

SAE project and show 
my fair steer. I like to be 
outdoors and listen to 
what nature tells me. I 
like to help people work 
and be outside. I enjoy 
helping people out.

What I do in FFA

By Tucker Robnett
Senior FFA Member & 
Chapter President

My favorite FFA activi-
ty that our chapter hosts 
is our FFA Appreciation 
Breakfast. Always served 
on the first Monday of 
FFA Week, we make 
breakfast available to 
anyone that would like to 
come to our building. In 
the past, the menu con-
sisted of pancakes, eggs, 

sausage, bacon, biscuits 
and gravy, fruit, coffee 
and pastries. This is my 
favorite FFA activity be-
cause we get to serve 
people that have helped 
our chapter in the past, 
currently, or just to see 
new and old faces. This 
year our breakfast is held 
on February 20th at the 
Community R-VI Ag 
Building. All are invited 
and we hope to see old 
and new faces there!

FFA Ag Appreciation Breakfast

By Zachary Love
Junior FFA Member

With the upcoming 
events of FFA week, 
lots of events and ac-
tivities are happening 
and during this,  it is a 
great time to start dis-
covering new things 
that you will enjoy. 
There’s many fun things 
to do in your local FFA 
chapter, one of those 
fun things can be trap 
shooting and contest if 
you’re more the com-
petitive type. There’s 

also plenty of travel if 
you are more of a sight-
seeing type with going 
to places around the 
state and even National 
FFA Convention held in 
Indiana. My reason for 
joining my schools FFA 
chapter was because I 
had always liked going 
places and helping oth-
ers, along with a little 
bit of competition. This 
is why I encourage you 
to either join or look at 
your Local FFA chapter 
and see how hard they 
are working.

What Do You Do in FFA?

>>> MORE COMMUNITY R-6 FFA ON PAGE B9

National Winners: Emily Hoyt and Justin Duen-
ke were named National Winners in their Proficiency 
Award categories at the 2022 National FFA Convention. 

State Degrees: The 2022 State Degree recipients 
from Audrain Co R-VI FFA were Shianne Platt and Er-
ica Windmann.
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Farm & Field
Brought to you by:

Audrain Agribusiness and  Audrain County Health Department

For More information, contact
Nathan Lilley at 573-253-4159 • nathan@mexicoledger.com
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Farm & Field
Brought to you by:
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Missouri Farm Bureau legislative 
dinner is well attended
By MATT PILGER
Editor 

The Knights of Columbus Hall in Mexico was 
packed full of people for the 2023 Missouri Farm 
Bureau legislative dinner on Thursday, Jan. 19.

Guests were served a dinner of smoked pork 
chops, green beans and a baked potato that was 
topped off with ice cream for dessert.

 A host of Audrain County elected officials then 
spoke to the crowd.

 “There is just one election in Audrain County in 
2023. It takes place in April. We have some new 
voting equipment that will be more efficient and 
will help with cyber security,” said Audrain County 
Clerk Lisa Smith.

 The closing of the hospital in Mexico was ad-
dressed by Audrain County Presiding Commission-
er Alan Winders.

 “People have not paid county taxes on a hospi-
tal for about 10 years. A hospital is not something 
that the Audrain County Commission is going to 
create. I believe we need an ER and there is talk 
about a group of people moving forward with cre-
ating a micro-hospital. I just want to make sure 
we are not creating false hope in the community, 
however there are people working on this,” said 
Winders.

 Other speakers included Missouri State Rep-
resentative Kent Haden. Audrain County Associ-
ate Commissioners Tracey R. Graham, and Leslie 
Meyer. Audrain County Recorder Teresa Allen, 
Audrain County Collector Elect Amy LeCount, 
Audrain  County Prosecuting Attorney Jacob 
Shellabarger.

More speakers on hand were Missouri Farm Bu-
reau President Clarissa Cauthorn and a represen-
tative from U.S. Congressman Sam Graves office.

Missouri Farm Bureau 
President Clarissa Cauthorn

Audrain County Associate 
Commissioner Leslie Meyer

Audrain County Presiding 
Commissioner Alan Winders

Audrain County Clerk 
Lisa Smith

MCA leadership elected

The Missouri Cattle-
men’s Association elect-
ed its 2023 leadership 
during the 55th Annual 
Missouri Cattle Industry 
Convention and Trade 
Show. David Dick, Pettis 
County, will serve as the 
2023 MCA president.

“I feel privileged to be 
elected president of the 
MCA,” Dick said. “It’s 
incredibly important to 
participate in this grass-
roots organization that 
supports our ways of life, 
and I look forward to the 
year ahead serving it.” 

Chuck Miller, Mill-
er County, will serve 
as president-elect. Jeff 
Reed, Wayne County, was 
elected to serve as vice 
president. 

Regional vice presi-
dents were elected based 
on the region they reside 
in across the state. Re-
gion 1 will be represented 
by Joseph Lolli of Macon 
County. Region 2 will 

be represented by Ani-
ta Vanderwert of Boone 
County. Deb Thummel, 
Worth County, will serve 
as the Region 4 vice 
president. The Region 
5 vice president will be 
Alex Haun of Johnson 
County. Region 6 will be 
represented by Warren 
Love of St. Clair County. 
Josh Worthington, Dade 
County, will represent 
Region 7. The Region 3 
Vice President position is 
currently vacant.

Other leadership in-
cludes, as Cow/Calf 
Council Representative, 
John Harris of Lafayette 
County; as Seedstock 
Council Representative, 
Rex Ricketts of Boone 
County; as Stocker/
Feeder Council Repre-
sentative, Jared Anstine 
of Johnson County; and, 
as Dairy Industry Coun-
cil Representative, Ted 
Sheppard of Texas Coun-
ty.

The 55th Annual Mis-
souri Cattle Industry 
Convention & Trade 
Show concluded Jan. 8.

David Dick 
to lead MCA

New toolkit available for underserved specialty crop growers

The USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) 
and the National Association of State Departments 
of Agriculture (NASDA) Foundation have created 
a Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) grower toolkit 
and corresponding website to increase underserved 
farmers’ access to new and existing markets and 
USDA food safety certification programs. This ini-
tiative was created under an AMS cooperative agree-
ment with the NASDA Foundation.

The GAP toolkit includes new and user-friendly ed-
ucational resources with an emphasis on GroupGAP, 
a USDA farm food safety program that provides the 
specialty crop industry opportunities to supply and 
buy fruits, vegetables, and related products certified 
as using Good Agricultural Practices. The website 
and toolkit detail the specifics of all GAP programs, 
their benefits, expected costs, misconceptions, the 
audit process, and relevant resources.
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By Pacey Cope
FFA Member & 
Chapter Treasurer

Currently in Ag Con-
struction, we have a lot go-
ing on. Tucker and myself 
are working on redoing a 
shed to store stuff for the 
greenhouse in. Mason and 
Aaron are making chairs 

out of cedar boards, and 
Clayton and Dylan are 
making a shooting bench. 
Tucker and I have replaced 
the floor, one of the bot-
tom boards on the walls, 
and all of the trim. We will 
have to replace the roof as 
well because it has rotted 
out from sitting out in the 
elements for so long.

Working in Ag Construction

By Aaron Carter
Junior FFA Member &
 Chapter 1st Vice President

At the state and na-
tional level in FFA, 
there is an agriscience 
fair. This is where stu-
dents have a chance to 
show off their research 
skills with projects that 
they have done and 
spent a lot of time on. I 
will be entering the sci-
ence fair with a project 

that shows the effect of 
different colors of light 
on laying hens. I will see 
which is the best for the 
most egg production by 
counting the number of 
eggs that were collected 
each day. The control 
of the experiment will 
be no added light at all. 
I think that it’s a really 
cool opportunity to let 
kids do their own ex-
periments and research 
within FFA.

Agriscience Research

By Dylan Hoyt
Junior FFA Member & 
Chapter Secretary

Missouri’s Fall Public 
Speaking is a fantastic op-
portunity for FFA mem-
bers to research a topic 
provided by one of the 
many Ag based organiza-
tions in the state. Wheth-
er it’s writing about your 
passion for the cattle, 
horse, or sheep industry, 
or speaking out about the 
importance of soil, water, 
and forestry conservation, 
this is your time to give 
your thoughts and opin-
ions to the people who 
are well educated in those 
areas. Although public 
speaking seems like a 
daunting task, it is a great 
skill that I am grateful to 
have learned during my 
years in FFA.

This fall, I participated 

in the Missouri Soil & Wa-
ter Conservation Districts 
speaking event, and the 
topic was “Healthy Soil; 
Healthy Life”. During 
my research, I learned 
about the topsoil heath in 
Audrain County, talked to 
local farmers about using 
cover crops to create a 
healthier soil, and learned 
about the history of San-
born Field in Columbia, 
Missouri. Thanks to the 
support of my communi-
ty, I was able to become 
the 2022 State Champion 
for the MSWCD. After my 
name was called, I was 
invited to give my speech 
in front of everyone in 
attendance at the annu-
al conference. Because of 
the Fall Public Speaking 
event, I found my passion 
for public speaking, and 
encourage any member to 
participate.

Fall Public Speaking

By Chloe Campbell
Sophomore Member & 
Assistant Officer

My favorite part of 
FFA this year was Area 
V Leadership Conference 
in Bowling Green. I loved 
going to present and talk 
about my SAE project be-
cause I am very passion-
ate about it and the expe-
riences you get from it. I 

got to talk to hundreds 
of people, see some old 
friends and make a lot 
of new ones because of 
it, but honestly the best 
part was I got to meet an 
ag teacher that has and 
takes care of bees who I 
learned a lot of interest-
ing things from. It’s al-
ways interesting to meet 
someone who also deals 
with unique animals.

Area V FFA Leadership Conference

Area Banquet - Audrain Co R-VI FFA was well represented with lots of FFA members earning awards at the 2022 Area 
V FFA Banquet in Elsberry!

Ag Sales - The Ag Sales team was Erica Windmann, Pacey 
Cope, Lance Fort, and Tucker Robnett. The team placed 2nd 
in State and all 4 were gold ranking individuals. 

Convention - Sixteen FFA members attended National 
FFA Convention in Indianapolis. They toured agriculture 
businesses in Louisville, including Churchill Downs. 

Adopt A Highway - FFA members clean up a 2 mile section of Highway 54 in front of the Community R-VI School each 
fall as part of a community service project. 
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