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History or Poetry?

Its not as hard as you think

o you hate poetry?
I hear that a lot. Peo-
ple see something writ-
ten in a vertical form, strange
lines, sometimes rhyming. For
some, the eye just rolls away as
soon as they see the form.

“I don’t understand it,” they
say.

I think in part this is because
in English class we were expect-
ed to learn all these poetic forms
— then told form doesn’t matter.
And we are expected to look for
“meaning” in every line, every
word. We are taught to think
there are messages in poetry be-
yond the norm, more lofty, lyri-
cal and meaningful than in other
forms of writing.

But even those who “hate”
poetry the most will love music
and every time a singer raises
his or her voice, it is poetry that

comes out as lyrics.

Recentlyy, on The Tonight
Show, I heard Taylor Swift say
the thing she is most proud of in
her career is her lyrics. So, not
being a Taylor Swift groupie,
I had to look up what she was
talking about. I found an ele-
gance of poetry, straightforward
and passionate about the course
of one young woman'’s life.

“Sorry, I can’t see facts
through all of my fury,” — Taylor
Swift, “Happiness”

“Back then we didn’t know/We
were built to fall apart/We broke
the status quo/Then we broke
each other’s hearts” — Taylor
Swift, “The Very First Night”

“Youmade arebel of a careless
man’s careful daughter/You are
the best thing that’s ever been
mine” — Taylor Swift, “Mine”

But what is Taylor writing

SILVER ALTERNATIVE
MEDICINE P.A.

Paul H. Stuetzer Ph.D., D.O.M.
Acupuncture & Oriental Medicine

506 W. 13th St
575-388-8858

Tues & Thurs or by appt.

33+ years’ experience. COVID-19 Vaccinated.

Immune system, pain relief, anxiety/depression, allergies, arthritis & back pain.

Main Office:

120 E. 11th St., Silver City, NM
Toll-Free (866) 538-0404
Office: (575) 538-0404
www.bettersilvercity.com

Better

o HOmes

and Gardens.

about? She is documenting her
life, writing what she knows.
She is writing history. And why
not? The earliest known history
was passed down as poetry, a
method to remember what was
important about a family gene-
alogy, the rules of law, a great
battle. Many of the poems of the
ancient world include historical
accounts and instructions for ev-
eryday activities.

“Poetry appears among the
earliest records of most literate
cultures, with poetic fragments
found on early monoliths, rune-
stones and stelae.” — Wikipedia,
“History of poetry”

So, when a poetry book,
“Atomic Paradise” by Jules Ny-
quist, won the best history book
award in the New Mexico/Ari-
zona Book Awards, I shouldn’t
have been so surprised. Of
course, I had to order it and see
how those things came together.
“Atomic Paradise” explores the
nuclear history and the dawn
of the atomic age. Nyquist has
taken her own experience, and
learning about living in New
Mexico, and explored the exis-
tence of the state that is in the
heart of the nuclear military/in-
dustrial complex.

“Atomic Paradise” is a jour-
ney from the Manhattan Project,

REAL

karen@bettersilvercity.com

ESTATE

Dan Cook, Broker

SILVER CITY

the Trinity Test to Hiroshima,
the spread of nuclear weapons
through the world to the fall-
out of the nuclear industry in
the state. She takes the read-
er through this journey in a
straightforward, easy to read,
understandable form - poetry.
Thus, poetry becomes a clarify-
ing element rather than a con-
fusing one.

“You build the apocalypse in-
side your garage/bolt it togeth-
er with plastic and duct tape,
you're dreaming/It’s only a hob-
by, to see if it’s possible to be
God.” — Jules Nyquest from the
poem “Build the Apocalypse
Inside Your Garage,” from the
book “Atomic Paradise.”

So, when you see Page 15 in
this issue of Desert Exposure
and see that it looks like a poem,
go ahead and read it anyway.
For here is another poem-as-his-
tory which becomes poem-as-fu-
ture-possible. Joel Chinkes has
brought Deming to life as its
past and as the possible site of
a mining project that could take
down part of the Florida Moun-
tains come alive and an issue
which has been hard to wrap our
minds around, becomes under-
standable and clear — because
— poetry.

Elwa K. Osterreich is editor
of Desert Exposure and
would love to
meet Desert
Exposure
readers 1
Silver City

or any of our
coverage areas.
Please contact her at editor@
desertexposure.com or by cell
phone at 575-443-4408 to set a
place and time to meel.

LETTERS

We would like to hear
from you, so please don’t
hesitate to share your
thoughts.

We welcome letters to
the editor including your
opinions and feedback re-
garding news, events and
issues published here.
Desert Exposure reserves
the right to review, edit or
refuse letters to the editor.
Include your full name,
city, state and phone num-
ber. Only your name and
city will appear in print,
but we need to be able to
verify the author.

Mimbres Office:
2991 Highway 35, Mimbres, NM

Toll-Free (866) 538-0404
Office: (575) 574-8798

www.mimbresvalleyrealestate.com
robin@bettersilvercity.com

Hidden in Salt Creek Canyon lies a 13 acre jewel, bordering Gila National Wilderness. This

turn key equestrianproperty could also serve as a perfect family, corporate or church getaway. The 2715

square foot executive homecomes partially furnished and boasts two custom kiva fireplaces, 3 bedrooms,
two baths with a large covered deckto sit back and take in the fresh mountain air. Two bedrooms are large

enough to fit multiple beds. The 3rdbedroom has a loft, for even more sleeping area. The property has
two large barns and round pen and could beyour gateway to endless riding or hiking in the Gila. A real

sanctuary to an abundance of turkey, deer, elk, blackbear, bobcat, lion and prime hawk and eagle habitat.

Brand new 18kw Kohler Propane with auto/transfer switch forpowering on and off. Privacy.

MLS#38601. $599,000.

Assisted Living Facility, located in beauti-
ful historic Fort Bayard offering stunning
setting and views. A great room with an open
dining and ample size kitchen give this a home
like setting. There are 12 private rooms that allow
residents the liberty furnish to their liking. Well
maintained outdoor space for outdoor cooking,
quest entertaining or just to enjoy the beautiful
sunsets. This is a turn-key and operating business
with equipment and industry furnishings. Possi-

bilities are there to be hospitality/hotel operation.

MLS#38669, $1,100,000.

This park is easy to operate and shows a
history of steady income. There are 35 units
all owned and all existing mobiles convey with
the park. The monthly rental income can be
$18,000/monthly with some very minor rent
adjustments. Great opportunity for an owner
operator and handy person. In the park center is a
doublewide manufactured home for an owner or
operator to have full view of the park. Call today.
MLS# 38610. $1,450,000.

Completely affordable housing if you
need something rather large. Located in the
outskirts of Santa Clara, this 1988 singlewide has
been added onto to include a sunroom/office and
living space in addition to another studio like
addition with its own bathroom and own outside
access to be used as possible rental. There is a
LOMA (letter of map amendment) that desig-
nates itis notin a FEMA flood zone as well as a
deactivated title. There is also additional storage
outside. MLS#38468. $98,000

2019 doublewide on 2 lots totaling 1.5
acres. 4 bedrooms / 2 bathrooms. Split floor
plan. Large master bedroom with huge walk in
closet. Double doors into large master bath with
soaking tub and shower. Office area with built in
desk and closet. Laminate tile floor throughout.
All electric. MLS#38658, $169,900

Ideal mountain acreage, just north of the Dos
(Griegos subdivision and only 6 miles from town.
Pinon, Juniper mix provide that woodsy feel. This
is one of the few remaining parcels of this size,
close to town and unrestricted. If you value pri-
vacy, you'll find it here. Wildlife abounds, as it has
had limited access for years. Don't hesitate for a
moment to call. MLS#38667, $175,000.

This mountain getaway offers spectacular
views on five acres of land. Just minutes from
Lake Roberts, Sapillo Creek and Gila Hot Springs.
This newer maintained home offers peaceful
mountain living with a covered deck to enjoy all
the wildlife and native landscape on the property.
Home s all electric (no propane to maintain),
pellet stove heating as well. Large garage with
drive thru doors on each side. Stunning wood
cabinetry in the kitchen. Laminate floors and tiles
throughout. MLS#38368. $299,000.

Beautiful home with amazing elevation
at the end Wendy Road. Spectacular views
of Silver City and the surrounding area. This two
bedroom home has two large bonus rooms, both
with wood stoves. Location, location, location. A
large sun room to enjoy the views of the wooded
property with an enclosed back porch/ sunroom
for entertainment or a large office. Covered
carports and a large outbuilding add to the
many amenities of this property. MLS# 38673,
$399,900.

i

Practically move in ready commercial
building with plenty of off street parking. Three
interior offices and large open reception area.
Walking distance to downtown. Would make a
great professional office with very high visibility
and Highway 90 traffic. Call today, this location at
this price is opportunity waiting to happen. Ask
about the building availability next door, to the
north. MLS#38020 $215,000.

Wrap around decks provide tranquil
outdoor space on this three bedroom two bath
home. Updated vinyl windows and doors bring

in light to every room. Refrigerated AC recently
installed. Located near schools and hospital. This
property has mature fruit trees with an amazing
backyard. Covered parking spots and driveways
provide space for small RV parking. Directly across
the street from a city park, great for walking and
recreation. MLS#38662. $199,000

This home can be a great getaway proper-
ty in the beautiful Mimbres Valley. Situated
in the covenant community of Casas Adobes,
spectacular views from the deck with 1.5 acres of
land with an outbuilding workshop. Many
improvements needed on the home.
MLS#38619, $109,000.

Lake Roberts Motel owners have continu-
ously remodeled since purchase, which had
amajor overhaul in 2012 on almost every inch

of the original structures. There are 6 “cabin style
suites”that are more than adorable, the rooms are
spotless, decorated with love in a southwestern
theme. This place is becoming not just a place

o stay, but a destination to repeat customers.
There is also a cabin rental in addition to owners
retreat and store. A“Woodhenge” fire pit area is
equipped with roasting forks, a cooking grate,
and a generous supply of firewood, topped off
with Tiki torches surrounding the pit to create a
special ambiance. Sellers have many beautiful
memories here and are seeking to pass the torch
to new owners with their fresh ideas and energy!
There is hardly a place with such wonderful
surroundings, abundant wildlife and beautiful
night skies with 4 gentle seasons. MLS# 37199.
$489,000.
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Susan Golightly, Wendy Ham-
ilton, Vivian Savitt, Mia Kalish,
Gabriele Teich, Bert Stevens,
Jim Duchene and Abe Villarreal

ABOUT THE COVER:

Miriam Hill, artist and owner of Sterling Fine Art,
306 N. Bullard, Silver City, lovingly shared Grandma
Judy’s oatmeal chocolate chip cookies in her paint-
ing. She also happened to share the recipe on paper:

Cream: 1 cup butter, % cups sugar and 4/4 cups
brown sugar.

Add 2 eggs; 1 tsp baking soda dissolved in 1 table-
spoon hot water; 1 tsp salt; 1 tsp vanilla; %4 tsp cream
of tartar and 1 % cups flour.

Mix in 2 cups oatmeal and 1 pkg chocolate chips.

Drop on cookie sheet and shape slightly. Bake at
365 degrees F.

Sometimes it may need a little more flour.
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“Desert Dumbfounder” by Dave Thomas is a simple substitution cipher; one letter stands for
another. Solution is by trial and error. Solution will appear in next month’s Desert Exposure.
Send full solution, or just the Secret Words, to nmsrdave@swcp.com, and be recognized!

TIPS:www.nmsr.org/secretword.htm and www.nmsr.org/cypher-how2.jpg
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Desert #66

Dumbfounder
by Dave Thomas

POSTCARD FROM THE EDGE

"HIU PDJIHYJTJD OIPIXODL XY ULJYI PXHWP HXYJNHXB AXOE teve Hamlin and Suzanne Kelly, owners of the Hipstitch
quilt shop in Albuquerque, learn about Desert Exposure.
OIZIXBP IZJWIHDI NT LCVXH NDDCAXYJNH JH YLI YCBXONPX MXPJH (Photo by Mia Kalish)

MIKJHHJHK XY BIXPY 23,000 FIXOP XKN." - EIBBF DXOONBB If you have guests from out of town who are having a blast
and reading Desert Exposure, shoot them with your camera
and send us the photo with a little information. Or, if you are
traveling, don’t forget to share, do the selfie thing and picture
yourself holding a copy of Desert Exposure it to editor@de-
sertexposure.com or stick it in the mail to: Desert Exposure,

1740-A Calle de Mercado, Las Cruces, NM 88005.

Use the answer key below to track your clues, and reveal Secret Words!

A B CDEVFGHTIJE KT LMNGOZPO QRS STUV WX Y Z

Previous Solution: "THE 2021 REMOVAL OF THE ONAQUI WILD
HORSES FROM THEIR DESIGNATED HABITAT HAS EXPOSED ALMOST
EVERY FLAW THAT HAS HISTORICALLY EXISTED WITHIN THE BLM."
- LAURIE FORD *Secret Words:”UNFAIR METHODS”

Congrats to #65 solvers :

Will Adams*, George Egert*, Mike Arms*,
Claudette Gallegos*, Skip Howard*, Shorty
Vaiza*, Connie Tull* and Gina Nelson!
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y wife lied to me.
“No, I didn’t,” she in-
sisted.

But she did.

By omission, that is.

You see, every year we go to a
Christmas Fair with my buddy
Maloney and his wife, Gail. Local
businesses set up booths there to
sell their wares. This year, how-
ever, my beautiful wife “conve-
niently” forgot to tell me Malo-
ney wasn’'t coming. He played it
smart and scheduled an appoint-
ment with an exterminator to fu-
migate his house. I'm not saying
shopping with your wife is bor-
ing, but when a man would rather
breathe poison, well, you tell me.

It cost $5 to park in the under-
ground garage, but a sign said no
cash. Credit or debit only.

“What if you don’t have a credit

RAISINGDAD o JIM AND HENRY DUCHENE

Christmas Fair

‘Where does the time go”?’

or debit card?” I asked my wife.
“By the time you see the sign,
you're stuck.”

“Who doesn’t have a credit or
debit card?” my wife wanted to
know.

She had a point. All I had was
a weak argument.

“Well, somebody,” I said.

We parked and got out of the car.
By the time, we got to the elevator,
I had to see aman about a horse, if
you get my drift. Everybody piled
inside. The doors closed, but we
didn’t move. It looked like I would
soon be having to apologize to an
elevator full of unhappy people.

Turns out, no one had pressed
the button. Finally, when some-
body did, we began to move.

Walking into the holiday ex-
travaganza, [ looked around.
Apparently, masks were option-

al. There was a 60s Volkswagen
Beetle decorated like a Christ-
mas present. The bathrooms
were right behind it.

“You guys go ahead,” I told my
family. “I'm going to take a look
at that Beetle.”

“Why do you want to look at
that old car?” my wife wanted to
know.

“I just do,” I answered.

Nobody needs to know my
business.

When I came back, Maloney’s
wife was there and she was al-
ready in the middle of giving ev-
eryone a hug.

“You won't believe my moth-
er,” she told us.

“What now?” I thought to myself.

“She has BEDBUGS!”

Without thinking, we all took a
step back, away from her.

AT
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They had just returned from va-
cation. Before they left, she made
arrangements for her mother to
stay at their house and watch their
dog. Maloney complains that his
mother-in-law loves that dog more
than she loves her grandchildren.
Personally, I think his wife loves
that dog more than she loves him,
but that’s another story.

“Can you believe she didn’t
tell me?”

Yeah, I could believe it.

“I could SEE them on her, but
what could I do? We were leav-
ing when she got there.”

“Is it a problem with the
apartment complex she’s living
in?” T asked.

“It's a problem with HER,” Gail
said. “She never cleans or washes
her sheets. Her place is filthy.”

“Poor you,” my wife offered.

“Poor Maloney,” I thought.

The first booth we came upon
sold peanut brittle. I love peanut
brittle, but not for 10 bucks a pop.
As you know, $5 is my price point.

I heard music. Going off with
my youngest daughter, I head-
ed toward it. A Native American
gentleman was playing a flute. He
had a variety of them for sale. As
I walked over to look at some, he
immediately put down his instru-
ment and walked over.

“Can I help you?” he asked,
but I think he was just making
sure I wouldn’t steal anything.

I was thinking of buying one
for my 6-year-old granddaugh-
ter. She’s very musical. Recently,
she’s begun taking piano lessons,
and, to the consternation of

CHRISTMAS
continued on page 5
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very time I go to Mexico
EI feel a sense of freedom.

It’s hard for me to put my
finger on precisely what it is that
gives me that feeling.

Maybe it’s the smell of food
being cooked in front of you in
almost every street corner. From
tacos to roasted corns, someone
is making something. When I
go “across the line” to do some
shopping or just to walk around,
I almost always end up eating
from a stand at the plaza or at a
busy street intersection.

Restaurants are just not my
thing. I like to get to know the
man or woman whose daily life
is very routine. He shops for
what they need, he gets up early
in the morning, he loads up his

EVERYDAY OBSERVATIONS o ABE VILLARREAL

Freedom

Appreciating cultural variations

pushcart, and he sells until he
just can’t sell anymore. Knowing
all this also makes the food taste
better.

Maybe that sense of freedom
comes from the people who are
spending their leisure time not
on phones or digital gadgets but
just by sitting outside on a ledge
with their feet dangling in the
air. I see this all the time. People
young and old like to hang out
like we used to do, by just hang-
ing out.

They often play music and
sing along not caring how far
their voices are heard. They say
buenos dias or que tal to every-
one that passes by. No one is a
stranger. There is freedom in
knowing that.

I feel freedom when I pass by
barbershops feet away from the
street. All can see who is getting
their hair cut and how long or
short they like it. No one is wor-
ried about who will see them or
stop by to chat as they get their
ears lowered.

I feel freedom when I walk
around the town plaza and al-
most everyone seems to know
each other, even though they are
all strangers. Something unites
all people in this country. Maybe
it'’s the similar struggle they are
all experiencing or the desires,
the passions, and dreams they
all share.

I feel freedom being in a place
where no one asks me about
things that aren’t that important

at the end of the day. People ar-
en’t rushing to find out how many
degrees I've earned or what car
I drive. The conversation isn’t a
competition or an investigation
to find out if I'm different.

Maybe I get that feeling that
feels so American because I'm
still in the Americas. I'm in a
continent where people share a
lot. We share cultures and tra-
ditions. We share language and
food. We share people and fam-
ilies. We share many of the same
values we often think are unique
to one side of the border.

In the United States, we have
freedoms that are written down
on paper and passed down
through law and order. There is
a lot of power in that. In Mexi-

co, they have freedoms because
the people pass them along from
person to person. They share it
through meals and smiles. They
share it through being who they
think they should be, no matter
what others think.

Not all freedom is the same. I
appreciate the freedom I am giv-
en here. I love the freedom I feel
there.

Abe Villarreal
writes about
life and culture
wm southern
New Mexico.
He can be
reached at
abevillarreal@
hotmail.com.

CHRISTMAS
continued from page 4

her teacher, she prefers playing
without looking at the sheet mu-
sic. I understand the consterna-
tion. You first have to learn to do
things the right way before you
can do them YOUR way.

I've told my granddaughter
that the piano is her secret friend.
Whenever she’s happy or angry or
sad, she can always confide to
the piano through writing her own
songs. “And a piano will always

keep your secrets,” I promised her.
I decided on a small tradition-
al flute and a pan flute. I recall a
late-night commercial where
some musician was selling CDs
of his pan flute music. “He’s sold
more albums than the Beat-
les!” the announcer announced.
That sounded suspicious to me,
considering I had never heard of
the guy before. Both flutes were
past my price point, but I asked
myself: Will I regret not buying
them? Yeah, I would. So I did.

STACY SOLLISCH
Hacienda Realty

1628 Silver Heights Blvd
Silver City NM 88061

¢c: 575 519 0158, o: 575 388 1921
stacy@movealready.com
www.haciendarealtysc.com

CECILIA “Ceci” McNICOLL
Hacienda Realty

1628 Silver Heights Blvd, Silver City, NM 88061
c: 575.574.8549; o: 575.388.1921

cecilia@movealready.com
www.haciendarealtysc.com

“Da-aaad!” my  youngest
daughter groused. “She doesn’t
need ANOTHER thing to annoy
us with,” but she said it with a
smile. She loves her niece, too.

A local jeweler had a booth.
“Designer for the stars!” a large
sign read, and under the words
were pictures of pretty young
women wearing her jewelry.
None of them were stars.

A guy with a vibrating muscle
massager tried to cut me off.

“I'm looking for my wife,” 1

told him, using the truth as an
excuse not to stop.

“Give me two minutes,” he
pushed.

“You’d only be wasting your
time,” I told him.

Next to him was a foot guy. Now
THAT I considered. When you get
older you'll discover your feet will
hurt for no reason. Still, I kept
walking. He was past my price
point, too. My father tells me I'd
rather suffer than spend my mon-
ey, and, yeah, he’s probably right.

My daughter and I stopped at
a booth that sold knitted hats of
cartoon characters. Star Wars.
Marvel. Even Disney.

I quickly got on my phone to
give ol’ Walt a heads up.

Unfortunately, he died in 1966.

Where does the time go?

1 love Christmas office parties,
but I hate having to look
Jor a job the next day. Visit
theduchenebrothers@gmail.
com or @JimDuchene.
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NM Farm & Ranch Heritage Museum
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Consider Gift of Solar

Going green this holiday season?

home’s wish list? Have you
thought lately about how
much you might save monthly
by going to a photovoltaic (PV)

Is a solar installation on your

© ON DEMAND:
Virtual Care. Anywhere.
24/7/365. Get access to
experienced providers
for non-emergency
medical issues.

solar system for your home’s en-
ergy? Since 2009, the cost of so-
lar systems in New Mexico have
declined 65 percent, according
to the U.S. Department of Ener-

gy’s (DOE) Energy Sage website.
Now might be the perfect time to
give your pocketbook the gift of
solar.

The average homeowner can

CHAMPION

HEALTH CONNECTION

Champion Health Connection provides care from where
it’s most convenient for you - home, office, or on the go.
You can have a virtual consult to diagnose non-emergency
medical issues over the phone or through secure video on your
computer or smartphone. It’s patient-centric healthcare that
works for you and around your schedule.

€ COORDINATED

CARE:
Find out if a virtual visit
with your primary care
provider or specialist is
right for you. Covered by
most insurance companies.

To learn how to connect or for any other questions go to www.gcrmc.org and
click on the Virtual Care icon or call (575) 446-5764

© VIRTUAL HUB:

a department of Gerald Champion Regional Medical Center

Located in Roswell, NM!
Provides access to GCRMC
primary care providers via
telemedicine. Specially
equipped exam room with
secure video and audio
connection. Dedicated
clinical support staff at your
side throughout the visit.

recoup the upfront expenses (es-
timated to be between $12,000 to
$30,000) in about 7.5 yrs. exclud-
ing federal and state tax credits.
See the DOE’s DSIRE website for
a list of NM incentives. If need-
ed, do a quick Internet search
to find local credit union energy
efficiency loans or ask your so-
lar contractor if they provide fi-
nancing. Immediately upon your
system’s full operation, changes
will be reflected in your electric
bill. A properly designed system
can produce energy for an esti-
mated 25-30 years.

With everything going green
on the horizon, there are now a
plethora of online and communi-
ty resources to help decode de-
cision making. Going solar isn’t
for every homeowner but for
many, a little homework done
ahead of time will make the pro-
cess a competitive home run.

A solar system turns the sun’s
energy into electricity. When the
sun shines on a solar panel, pho-
tons from sunlight are absorbed
by photovoltaic (PV) cells, creat-
ing an electrical field across the
panel’s layers causing electricity

075.3588.8989

205 W Broadway, Silver City, NM

wot-to-be-wigsed

T 1 QUE

to flow. Solar panels, invented in
the 1800s, were initially less than
1 percent efficient. In 1954, Bell
Laboratory invented the silicon
solar panel, which was about
6 percent efficient. To date, re-
searchers have achieved a range
of 22 percent efficiency, a sur-
prising fact to many. Maximum
energy efficiency and savings is
heavily reliant on having top-tier
solar panel efficiency.

The first step to understand-
ing your potential purchase is
to visit the DOE’s Office of En-
ergy Efficiency and Renewable
Resources (EERE). Type in the
query: ‘Homeowner’s Guide to
Going Solar’ to review resourc-
es and locate the terminology
glossary. Doing this self-study
has a side benefit — it will help
prepare you for your neighbors’
questions. Surveys show a sig-
nificant pathway to increasing
neighborhood solar is seeing
the house next door go green.
It could also lead to securing a
group installation discount from

SOLAR

continued on page 7

treasure hunting

experwevce...
M ALL

KRWG

PUBLIC MEDIA

Qpss

KRWG Public Media. Membership Matters.

Give online at krwg.org

Keeping you informed, engaged, inspired,
and connected when you need it most. This
Is what your end of year support does.
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continued from page 6

your installer.

Next, make a pro and con list
of reasons you might consid-
er going solar. Reasons might
include reduced or no electric
bills, protection from utility rate
increases, the option of sell-
ing excess electricity back to
your provider, the knowledge
that you are reducing your car-
bon footprint, increasing your
home’s value, and receipt of tax
credits. The Solar Investment
Tax Credit (ITC) was passed
by Congress (December 2020)
which provides a 26 percent tax
credit for systems installed be-
tween 2020-2022 and 22 percent
in 2023. DOE’s DSIRE website is
the most comprehensive source
of U.S. incentive, rebate, and
policy information along with a
list of local experienced install-
ers in your area. Reasons against
installing solar could include
the unsuitability of your roof or
property for panels, the upfront
expense, or your home already
meeting green standards.

“Buying a solar energy system
will likely increase your home’s
value,” Las Cruces realtor Renee
Frank said. “Solar panels are
viewed as upgrades, just like a
renovated kitchen, and buyers
have been willing to pay an addi-
tional $4,000-$15,000 for a home
with solar, depending on the size
and age of the solar array.“

Your next step is to determine
your home’s health by doing a
DIY energy audit (search You-
Tube for ‘home energy audit
basics’) or hiring a home energy
professional. Installing solar is
not the first step to saving ener-
gy, money, and the environment.

If your home wastes energy,
improving its energy-efficiency
should be your priority. An en-
ergy-efficient home reduces the
amount of power you use from
any source, so efficiency trumps
renewable energy.

An energy audit tells you your
roof’s condition, your insulation
needs, structural issues, air leaks,
and appliance efficiency. Making
needed repairs can determine IF
solar will benefit your pocket-
book and/or reduce the size and
cost of the solar system needed.
The added advantage of an audit
is to make sure your home pro-
vides greater comfort, quality,
durability and indoor air quality.
Find energy appliance rebates
when making improvements at
the Energy Star website.

The size, shape, and slope of
your roof are important consid-
erations. Solar panels perform
best on south-facing roofs with
up to a 40 degree slope. If you
are considering ground mount-
ed panels examine your proper-
ty easements, trenching space,
zoning laws, neighbors’ views,
permanent structures, and cost
comparisons (typically ground
mount is more expensive).
There are online mapping ser-
vices at the Energy.gov website
that can help you determine if
your roof or ground are suited
to panels and the approximate
number needed.

Now you're ready to find and
compare installers. Check out
customer reviews and products
sold (foreign and/or domestical-
ly made). Invite three companies
to provide free home estimates.
Ask them for a customized plan
that includes warranties, ser-
vices, permitting, their guaran-
teed length of back-up support,

Letters 1o the Editor

John Stermer as inspiration
I was immediately impressed with John Stermer the first time
I met him. With his beard and beret, I thought he resembled the
French Impressionist painter Claude Monet.
You see, John Stermer was a “real artist.” Labeling someone
a “real artist” was the ultimate compliment my mother could give
someone.; it was a sincere compliment reserved only a few.
Margaret (“Margot”) Hoylen and John were good friends who
shared much in common. Both were successful artists who lived
and studied in Paris for a time, though not simultaneously. Both
shared a love of all things French, and a passionate joy of life.
Though significantly older than John, my mother looked up to

monitoring tools, finance details,
approximate installation dates,
and the project manager’s con-
tact information. After the visit,
read and compare data, and call
them if more questions arise.

If you are a DIYer and want
to install your own system, You-
Tube is one source of informa-
tion. For data geeks, the Nation-
al Renewable Energy Laboratory
has some monitoring tools de-
signed to estimate energy pro-
duction using maps and user
supplied data. Also look at the
solar calculators available on
the Solar Reviews website.

It is predicted that beginning
in 2022, non-renewable home
energy rates will begin to rise
as the U.S. and global markets
work to untangle themselves
from global warming. Perhaps
right now is the perfect time
to consider turning your home
green. A green home might be
the perfect answer for the gift
that keeps on giving.

Wendy
Hamalton,
Ed.D, NMSU
Emeritus
Professor can
be reached at
whamilto@
nmsu.

edu. Hamalton’s science
background has led to her
wnterests i anthropogenic
Jactors causing global
warming. Having traveled
extensively she has seen
many examples of positive
community climate
stewardshap.

“You become

' responsible forever

for what you've
tamed.”

—Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

Scott Thomson

Horsemanship
___ Silver City, NM « (575) 388-1830
hsthomson@msn.com

e T am 4. T 4~ T T4 1
I I

Sewing Machine and Serger 3%

| service and repair.

| Free Hand Long Arm quilting.

| Nice selection of 100% cotton quilting fabrics
Questions? Want to see the fabric?

| Just give me (Cindy Ugarte) a call at
| 575-538-2284 and we can get together.

E;*\Sﬁeeze Weeds Studios e |

LA SNEEZEWEEDSeGMALCOM W 4

ADOBE TECHNIQUES, LLC

Concete Pumping & Decorative Gravel,

Shotcrete, Slabs, Block Laying,
Bobcat, Dirt, Gravel and Pavers

&

919-974-9996

LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED (#367590)

FREE ESTIMATES
ROHAN STITES, OWNER

SILVER CITY, NM e WWW.ADOBETECHNIQUES.COM

Visit us at
www.desertexposure.com

Medicare

Humana puts
decades’ of

experience at
your service

Now let’s talk about how to get
the Medicare experience you need
Humana is committed to providing

you with a Medicare experience that
meets your needs. Offering a selection

him; he was a source of information and inspiration for her. Soon af-

ter Stermer established the Mimbres Regional Arts Council, Margot

Hoylen was instrumental in the creation of the Deming Arts Council

and the Deming Arts Center, a lasting legacy of art and culture in

southwest New Mexico.

Iinherited from my mom an oil painting of a lighthouse John

did in his trademark figurative abstractionist style. This painting of

a lighthouse is a treasure which shines bright both figuratively and
literally decades after he painted it.

Paul Hoylen

Deming

(©)
Heartstone Angus, LLC
Silver City, NM

gmdaf ~SFed Z?/{/gsz @Fff

No hormones - No grains - No antibiotics
575-313-4028  heartstoneanguslle.com

info@heartstoneanguslle.com

of Medicare Advantage plans, H

works to help you get the care you need. °

That means helping you choose the
plan that fits your healthcare needs and
your budget. A plan that has everything

Original Medicare has, and may
include more.

Learn why millions have chosen
Humana Medicare Advantage
The healthcare experience Humana wants

you to have goes beyond a variety of
benefits and affordable premiums. It’s

called human care.

A more human way
to healthcare™

Call a licensed
Humana sales agent

umana

LYDIA PEREZ or ALMA ORTEGA
575-513-8273 OR
915-238-0457

(TTY: 711)

Call Monday - Friday to
schedule an in-person or
phone appointment
8a.m.-8p.m.

LPEREZ19@HUMANA.COM
humana.com/lperez19 or
humana.com/aortegal6
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Alamo Longarm Adventure

Just the right mix of art and technique

less, cookie-cutter chain

stores, it’s nice to talk with
local shop owners. There is a
zest for life and an urge to create
that fuels their day-to-day living.
Lisa Blevins of Desert Threads
and Susan Bolinger of Pins &
Needles in Alamogordo are en-
gaged in mastering their lon-
garm quilting machines. When I
asked Lisa why she would buy
a longarm that she didn’t know
how to use, she said, “Well, hon-

In a world filled with flavor-

estly, I was tired of pinning and
basting.”

She thought a moment then
laughed and said, “But it turned
out to be a lot more complicated
than that.”

Lisateaches classes in one half
of the store occupied by Pins &
Needles. The fabric fills the front
half, enticing shoppers with the
most current collections as well
as the stock selections that will
provide the background for the
more dramatic fabrics. Susan

Mike Currier

MIKES BLINDS
SALES, SERVICE

RESTRING, REPAIR, INSTALLATION

(575) 571-0417

www.windowtreatmentsinlascrucesnm.com

nationlc2@gmail.com

Oftero Arfs

OTERO ARTS INC PRESENTS
WINTER ART SHOW 2021

December 12 - 19 & December 27 - 31.

OPEN HOUSE EVENT - Sunday, December 12,1 - 4 PM.
FREE & OPEN TO EVERYONE.
ART produced by ARTISTS of OTERO COUNTY.
Sales encouraged directly from the artist.
EVERYONE INVITED!
Artspace is located in the historic former Woman’s Club building
1118 INDIANA AVE at |2th St., ALAMOGORDO.

Open | - 4 PM daily.

tMountain Yusic
CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK

New & Used Musical Instruments Aé”'

Consignments
Trade-Ins
2330 S. Valley Drive

923-0603

M-F10AM - 6PM = SAT 10AM - 5PM « SUN 10AM - 2PM

Dumbfounder

by Dave Thomas

If so, try out the

SOCORRO STUMPER

Weekly in el Defensor Chieftain, and online at
www.nmsr.org/SocorroStumper.htm !

in Desert
Exposure?

PILATES

DANCING STONES STUDIO
109 N. BULLARD * SILVER CITY

« Banish Back Pain

+Increase Bone Density

« Sculpt Abdominal Muscles

+Posture and Stride Retraining

+ Duet Packages and One-on-One Instruction

575-538-1256

carolwatsonbrand@gmail.com

' Carol L. Watson-Brand

Fully Certified Pilates Instructor
Z-Health® Movement Reeducation Specialist

manages this part of the enter-
prise and is a wealth of informa-
tion on how fabrics are selected
from the sales representatives,
the issues of having the fabrics
manufactured and shipped, and
the vagaries of when they will
be delivered. Due to Covid, she
says, manufacturers can be one
to several months behind.

Susan has had her longarm
for about three months, half a
year less than Lisa has had her
10-foot version, which resides
in her Desert Threads section in
the back half of the store. Both
say they watch lots and lots of
YouTube videos, learning not
only free-motion quilting pat-
terns and techniques, but also
how to maintain their machines.
Lisa said since there is no local
repair technician, they have had
to learn to do their own mainte-
nance and repair. Both Lisa and
Susan were lucky enough to find
used longarms and for them, this
sweetened the adventure.

I commented on a lovely heart
and vine pattern on one of the
counter display items. Lisa de-
scribed how she had doodled
that pattern for months in ev-
ery notebook she had. She doo-
dled in meetings, she doodled
while she was on the phone, she
doodled whenever she got the
chance.

“People laughed at me,” she
said. “But it worked.”

There are several books on
developing free-motion design
skills by doodling. The one I
have is by Cheryl Malkowski
and it’s called Doodle Quilting:
Over 120 Continuous-line Ma-
chine-quilting Designs. I have
tried this and I noticed that once
I was comfortable doing one
design, it often morphed into
a different one. Susan said, in
contrast to the more organized
and often structured designs be-
ginning free-motion quilters can
often find themselves exploring
other options without really
thinking about it.

The goal in developing

Susan Bolinger and Lisa Blevins of Pins & Needles and Desert
Threads in Alamogordo. (Photo by Mia Kalish)

free-motion skills is to be able to
do patterns automatically, some-
times also called muscle-mem-
ory. And while developing this
muscle memory, those muscles,
like the quilts they are adorning,
just let the wild side shine and
take the newbie on a free ride.

Lisa said at first, she was
skeptical of the muscle-memory
concept, but with the success of
hearts-and-vines, she is a believ-
er. She quilts every day on her
sit-down longarm at home. You
must practice, she said.

The wild side of muscle mem-
ory quilting is we end up with
quilts with lots of different pat-
terns and designs. While this
won't get you high marks at quilt
shows, or even often during quilt
guild critiques, the quilts we be-
ginners make often end up with
friends and loved ones, non-quil-
ters who fall rapidly into the
thrall of the gifted quilt. There
is little so rewarding as the look
of total joy on the face of a quilt

Longarm heart pattern quilt by Lisa Blevins.

recipient. It’s the quilt that mat-
ters, not whether the quilting is
perfect or sophisticated.

The heart of what Lisa and
Susan had to share was that
if you don’t try, you will never
succeed. As for many of us, the
first attempt at longarm quilting
is very scary. Susan shared a vi-
gnette about setting up a quilt on
her longarm so that it was ready
to go and then spending sever-
al days working up the courage
to turn on the machine and set
those first stitches.

Being able to work together in
this great adventure with their
longarms lets them help each
other over the humps. But more
delightfully, they can share new
approaches and methods. Ex-
ploring how each approaches a
new technique and comparing
differences and similarities is
another facet of the adventure.
This aspect, being able to work
together on what can often turn
out to be a research project, adds
a depth and richness that those
working in isolation don’t have.

“If you don’t try,” Lisa said.
“You won'’t get it done. You just
have to get out there and do it.”

Visit Pins & Needles and Des-
ert Threads at 915 New York
Avenue in Alamogordo from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday or call 575-437-8121.

Mia Kalish
lwves 1 liny
San Miguel.
She began
sewing couture 4
clothing at
16, got away
Sfrom it as life
took over, and then became
fascinated with the hugeness
of quilting about 5 years ago.
Her favorite projects are lap
and pet quilts. She sews on
her Bernina 475QF.
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Whistle-stop Bookshop

itlochry is set in Scot-
Pland’s geographic cen-

ter along a main route
through the Highlands towards
the Cairngorms.

My first glimpse, as I ap-
proached Pitlochry by train, reg-
istered the town’s idyllic Perth-
shire scenery. Soon I learned that
the area features more than 40
miles of walking paths, and the
railway has been there since 1863.

Another revelation occurred
as my train reached the station.
There, set right on a platform
adjacent to the ticket office, was
the Pitlochry Station Bookshop.
Well of course, I thought to my-
self, how sensible to be able to
purchase a book while changing
trains.

Trains are conducive to read-
ing and when your eyes tire, just
glance out the window at the
scenery. Although this sounds
like just the ticket, I had never
seen a bookshop set on a rail-
way platform. Further, I think
a book purchased en route to a
travel destination certainly has
more panache than one ordered
online.

It wasn’t until my second train
trip through the Highlands that
I decided to spend a few days
in Pitlochry. This time I learned

Pitlochry Station Bookshop.
(Photos by Vivian Savitt)

that besides its charming allure,
the railway bookshop serves as a
case study in how good ideas can
override conventional thinking.
Beginning in 2006 after a call
to rejuvenate the railway sta-
tion’s empty buildings, a few

women — including a council
member and the shop’s current
manager — suggested utilizing

one space to house donated
books. Proceeds from their sales
would go to charitable organiza-
tions. Fifteen-years later — sell-
ing most of the donated books
for one pound each ($1.39) —
the bookshop with its volun-
teer-only staff has contributed
about $476,000 (352,534 British

Hydrangeas growing behind the bookshop.

BETTER LIFE NATURAL PET FOODS

Full-Service Salon —

315 Telshor

Whottbmger 575-527-9265

GROOMING CERTIFICATION

575-522-0115

Pounds Sterling) to charities.
During my visit I noted similar-
ities between Pitlochry’s social
landscape and Silver City’s. Al-
though the Scottish town is small-
er in population, it also has a hefty
number of folks age 65 and old-
er who have time to volunteer.
Both places are tourism-reliant
and many residents pursue out-
door recreation with gusto.
Where Silver City holds a
Southwest Word Fiesta, Pit-
lochry has, since 2004, con-
vened a Winter Words Festival
where the bookshop maintains
a stall at the 10-days-long event.
Volunteer efforts from seniors
as well as community support
have made the Pitlochry Station
Bookshop possible. ScotRail
provided the old station mas-
ter’s office where the books are
housed rent-free; shelving was
contributed and a local hotel
printed bookmarks to also serve
as a customer memento. The
only items paid from book sales
are insurance and electricity.
Although there are a few oth-
er bookshops in town, includ-
ing both used ones and a chain
store, the station bookshop of-
fers a special appeal. Residents
can buy a book, read it and do-
nate it back — essentially creat-

A treasure in the Scottish Highlands

ing a lending library that is open
six days a week.

Tourists who visit Pitlochry
primarily for its setting, also
patronize the bookshop — com-

bining nature’s beauty with a
bookish treat. Many learned

BOOKSHOP
continued on page 10

Fabulous getaway nestled in the tall pines of Pinos Altos

*Fireplaces * Secluded Balconies
* Porches '

* Telephone & WiFi
* Satellite TV
* Barbeque Grill
* Hot Tub in Cabana

=
A
.

Ty r"-“

'V'Meeting Room with Lodge w/kitchen
* Cabins with Kitchens are available
* Gift Shop * Pet Friendly * Venue for Events

1-888-388-4515 ¢ (575) 388-4501
www.bearcreekcabins.com
Just 7 miles north of Silver City on HWY 15

L/CS
wWith the

OLD 0/\/ ES

True Wildlife Tales from Boy to Man
"~ JOHN WACHHOLZ

OVER 365
VIVID. -
COLORFUL

One never knows what's next when with camera
in hand, you step out into the wilderness....

Looking for one thing, coming up with another.

You find yourself in a thrilling, high stepping
heart stopping juncture.

PIC'I'!J_RES! -

You stumble into humorous and unforgettable sagas,
then hopefully grow into a more aware and
better connected. person.

* Growing Up through Countless Bullheaded
Often Humorous Missteps

- Surviving a Near Death Mountain Hike
*Being Adopted by Chiricahua Apaches
-Finally Crusading to Save Our Wildlife
_ Brothers and Sisters
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Sclupture by Jose Valasco

e Light Art Space, 209 West
Broadway in Silver City, fea-
tures “Visions of Stages: An
Art Making life, 1986 — 2021”
with work by Mimi Calise Pe-
terson. The Silver City artist
takes a look back at her years af-
ter art school and assesses what
she has learned and what she
might yet learn about creating
art. The Flash Gallery features

AR TS EXPOASURE oCLIL VAK. O5TERREICU

Arts Scene

“A Revolution in Wood” by
Juan Velasco. Velasco, a Silver
City artist originally from Boliv-
ia, exhibits recent wood sculp-
tures. He works with a variety of
found wood and stones blending
material to produce one of-a-
kind unique art pieces. Light Art
Space hours are 11 am.-5 p.m.
Thursday to Saturday and by ap-
pointment. Info: lightartspace.
com or 520-240-7075.

“Leaning Pines” by John Stermer

e At the Western New Mexi-
co University McCray Gallery

the John Stermer Retrospective
will run through Dec. 16. .Info:
575-538-6273.

DEMING

e December at the Deming
Art Center is time for the annu-
al Holiday Gift Boutique. Guests
are invited to browse, shop and
find wonderful, unique gifts for
family and friends this holiday
season. The center is located at
100 S. Gold St., in Deming, and
is open from 10 am. — 4 p.m,,
Monday to Saturday. Info: 575-
546-3663.

ALAMOGORDO

e New York Art & Music
Studio at 1120 New York Ave. in
Alamogordo, represents around

New York Art & Music tudio

40 artists ranging from tradi-
tional to contemporary styles
in many mediums. The gallery
has musical instruments for sale
and offerings for art and music
classes and event hosting. From
49 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 4 the
gallery is participating in the
Alamogordo Main Street Christ-

mas celebration with art, music
and painting action. On Satur-
day, Dec. 11 silversmith Dottie
Moon; potters Nancy Apprill,
Connie Hare and Ann Hooser;
as well as other gallery artists
will be on hand to chat with cus-
tomers. Info: 575-430-1306.

e Otero ArtSpace, 118 Indi-
ana Ave. in Alamogordo, is host-
ing the Otero Arts Inc. Winter
Art Show 1-4 p.m. on Dec. 12-
19 and 27-31. The deadline for
submissions to the show is Dec.
5 for this winter themed show
which can include memories,
deep starry nights, the holidays,
etc. A reception will be held on
Dec. 12. Info: oteroartsinc@
gmail.com or oteroarts.org.

s
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The waiting room at the Pitlochry train station.

Fountain Theatre

2468 Calle de Guadalupe, Mesilla NM

Dec 3-8 Benedetta

Mesilla Valley
Film Society

French & Latin w/ subtitles

Dec 10-15

Wheel of Fortune and Fantasy

Japanese w/ subtitles

Dec 17-22  Julia

The Fountain Theatre will be closed Dec. 23-31.

Fri, Sat & Wed at 7:30 p.m. Matinees Sat & Sun at 2:00 p.m.
www.mesillavalleyfilm.org 575.524.8287

BOOKSHOP
continued from page 9

of its existence from televised
programs— the BBC’s series
“Great Railway Journeys,” and
“The World’s Most Scenic Rail-
way Journeys” narrated by Brit-
ish actor Bill Nighy. During the
pandemic and its subsequent
lockdown period, volunteers
continued to accept book dona-
tions — “no more than two bags
at a time” — that donors could
leave on the railway platform to
avoid personal contact. Just like
everywhere else during this dif-
ficult interval, people reflected
on life’'s essentials, undertook
house cleaning projects and un-
loaded items no longer wanted.
In Pitlochry, cookery and
garden books were donated en
mass to the bookshop. In years
past, some valuable books have
come in, including a first edition
Charles Darwin and a collector’s

1950 HWY 180 EAST
SILVER CITY, NM

Pk

575-313.1507

Check out our great selection of quality plants and feeds.
Now carrying Victor, Diamond and Taste of the Wild,

Purina Hi-Pro feed, Total Equine,
and a selection of organic feed.

Live and cut Christmas trees, poinsettias, metal art,
solar lights are just a few items to mention.

Merry Christmas! _ ¥
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK#"

Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5 |
Sat. 9-4

=

copy of Ian Fleming’s “Goldfin-
ger.” All in all, the whistle-stop
bookshop has helped locomote
Pitlochry toward surprising des-
tinations.

Silver City writer Vivian
Savitt has been part of the
Desert Exposure team for
many years. She has had
reqular pieces appearing in

View of Pitlochry. (Photos by Vivian Savitt)

the paper
mncluding the
Southwest
Gardner

and then
Maneuwvering
Elderdom
colummns. Now Savitt has hit
the European road and is
sharing her view as a New
Mexican abroad.

ot Ovel
40 Years!

| [FRAME & ART CENTER

Your Source for Professional Framing

www.frameandart.com

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 « Sat 10-3

1100 S. Main at Idaho in Pueblo Plaza

575-526-2808
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CLOUDCROFT

e The Cloudcroft Art Soci-
ety’s annual Holiday Art and
Crafts Show and Sale features
art by the society's local artists
as framed and matted paintings
in many art mediums, photogra-
phy and digital photo art, greet-
ing cards, jewelry, pottery, glass
art, fiber dolls, wood and gourd
carvings and more. The artists
will be on hand for a meet and
greet opportunity. Times and
dates are 10 a.m.-3 p.m. every
Saturday in December weather
permitting. It’s at the east end
of Burro Street where it inter-
sects with Swallow Place in the
old Red Brick School House that
also houses the Nivison Library.
Info: sznana@totacc.com.

MAGDALENA

e “Tea With Santa” with
Larry Bob Phillips’s art work
on the wall at Kind of a Small
Array, 106 N. Main, Magdalena.
“A holiday detour, a legend sug-
gestive; A high desert ramble
sure to be festive. We'll have a
warm fire in a can on the side-

“Tea With Santa”

by Larry Bob Phillips

walk; To gather us round for
love laden talk; Alluded to once,
tradition’s tamale.” Reception
3-5 p.m., Dec. 18. Info: www.
facebook.com/kindofasmallar-
ray or 210-473-9062.

CARRIZOZO

e The “Dialogue with Nor-
ma” installation by Joan Malk-
erson continues through Feb. 6,
2022 at the Red Door Gallery in
the Lutz Building, 401 Twelfth
St. in Carrizozo. The exhibit fol-
lows the artist’'s responses to
the natural world of the druids
in the opera, “Norma,” and the
main character’s unveiling of
deceit and remorse for her hu-
man love. Gallery hours are 1-5
p-m. Fridays and Saturdays and
noon-5 p.m. Sundays. Info: 612-
963-1499.

h N4

o~

Custom
Screen Printing
& Embroidery

809 N. BULLARD ‘ SILVER CITY, NM

MORNING STAR

Sporting Goods
Outdoor Apparel
Promotional Products

975-388-3191
WWW.MORNINGSTARSPORTS.COM

spiritual arts, gifts, books

505 N Bullard

open by appointment and chance

LAS CRUCES

Gallery 925 Holiday Art Sale

e Gallery 925 presents its
Holiday Art Sale featuring
original cards, prints, paintings
and more.

Artists represented at the gal-
lery include Kat Ahlefeld, Di-
ane Alire, Diana Ayres, Kath-
erine Deasy, Jean Graham,
Vickie Morrow, Rokoko, Noel
Sandino, Gabriele Teich and
Leslie Toombs. Meet and art-
ists as they talk about their work
5-7 p.m. First Friday, Dec. 3.
Work will be on display through
Jan. 9. Gallery hours are 1-5 p.m.
Fridays, and 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Sat-
urdays and Sundays. Info: art-
serf@fastmail.com.

MasArt sisters Malu Bender
and Sandra Bender

e At MasArt Gallery, 144 Wy-
att Drive in Las Cruces, a special
Christmas show greets guests
through Dec. 23. The show is
highlighted by Christmas globe
ornaments created by the 22
artists represented at the gal-
lery and they will have plenty
of extra stock on hand includ-
ing cards and small affordable
works. Info: 575-526-9113.

g f

e The Branigan Cultural
Center features “Place and
Re-Place: Las Cruces Ur-
ban Renewal, 1960-1975,” a
new exhibition that provides a
multi-faceted examination of the
urban renewal efforts in Las Cru-
ces that dramatically changed
the nature of its downtown and
surrounding neighborhoods.
The exhibition runs through Jan.

15, 2022. The museum is located
at 501 N. Main St. and is open 10
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Tuesday through
Friday and 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Sat-
urday 9am to 4:30pm. Info: 575-
541-2154.

“Babbel Basket 4”
by John Garrett

e The Tombaugh Gallery
presents the fiber and mixed
media work of John Garrett.
“Now and Then” includes rep-
resentative pieces from his five
decades of art making. Trained
as a traditional weaver, Garrett
has also investigated various
industrial and recycled materi-
als to use in his constructions.

ART SCENE
continued on page 12

Blue Dome Gallery

Shop Local! Eat Local!

call 575-313-6789

GILA HIKE & BIKE

MORE THAN A BIKE SHOP

103 E. College Ave, Silver City, NM 88061

575-388-3222 gilahikeandbike.com

Tile

106 N Bullard St « 388-5472

8AM to SPM
Mon-Fri

www .syzygytile.com

SINGLE SOCKS

A COMMUNITY THRIFT STORE

111 West College
Tuesday-Saturday 11-4
575-388-2488

Dedicated to supporting anti-hunger
projects in Grant County

Lef’s keep our downtown vibrant!

575-538-2538
Downtown:
By appt only.
at 307 N. Texas St.
The Lodge: Daily 9-5

at 60 Bear Mt. Ranch Rd.

Brewery & Distillery

Specializing in Small~batch Craft Beer & Spirits

304 N. Bullard
575-388-4920

S 4

play with your food

prix fixe
dinner
Friday, Saturday,

& Sunday

MAKER'S MARKET
& A STREET PLAZA

DWNTEN SLVER CITY NM

HANDMADE, HOMEMADE, HOMEGROWN

MAKER'S MARKET
AT MAINSTREET PLAZA

EVERY SATURDAY MAY - OCT

10:00AM TO 2:00PM

info@syzygytile.com

WWW.THEFUTUREFORGE.ORG/MAKERS-MARKET

575-313-5665

MAKERSMARKET@THEFUTUREFORGE.ORG

Tt
SILVER CITY MAINSTREET FROJECT

5PM-Close
BatDrinkRevel.com

DATURA

THERAPEUTIC DAY SPA

Relaxation &
Rejuvenation

bareMinerals®
108 E. BROADWAY

575-534-0033

www.daturatherapeuticdayspa.com

Want your business

included on this page?

Call our Las Cruces office

L4
FUTURE FORGE

MAKERSPACE

at 575-524-8065

Downtown Silver City is participating in social-distancing guidelines. Please call ahead or visit businesses online to check for hours and services.
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Paintings, prints & cards by

Brent Flenniken (over 20 new pieces) &

Quilts, tapestries & hand-painted
furniture by Donna Flenniken
Pottery by Kate Brown
Ceramics & Jewelry by Sue Porter
Paintings by John Glass
Christine Baker Jewelry
Oil pastels by SR Mattoose
Photographs by Jim Wesson
Drawings by Gary Hogue
James Stuart Kane Sculpture
Prints by Fred Barraza

Specialty holiday items

" HOLIDAY OPENING!

RIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2
o T08 PM.

217 N. Bullard, Silver City ® 575-654-0972
facebook:@aldeagallery-silvercitynm

ART SCENE
continued on page 12

These include scrap metal,
aluminum flashing, old tools,
telephone wire, videotapes, en-
velopes, poker chips, plastic
picnic ware, beads, buttons, and
rags. Rooted in craft, his work
reflects his life in both urban and
natural environments, focusing
on transformation, possibility,
changing perspectives, and the
joy of life. The exhibit runs from
Dec. 3, through January 16, 2022.
The opening reception is 5-7
p.m., Friday, Dec. 3. The gallery
is having a second opening 11:30
a.m.-1:30 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 5,
and hold two “Conversation with
the Artist” sessions from 1-2 p.m.
on Dec. 18 and Jan. 8. The Tom-
baugh Gallery is at 2000 S. Sola-
no and is part of the Unitarian
Universalist Church. Masks are
required. The gallery is open
Wednesday through Saturday,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: www.uu-
churchlc.org.

“End of Season”
by Carol Eastman

e Agave Artist Gallery, 2250
Calle De San Albino in Mesilla,
welcomes a new member, Carol
Eastman. She has an advanced

Diana Ingalls Leyba

ART SPACE

Studio & Gallery

Exhibitions
Workshops, Events

Thursday - Saturday 11-5

lightartspace.com
209 W. Broadway

Open: Tue-Thur 11-4, Fri & Sat 12-6
211 A. North Texas St. | 774-836-8277
Dragonfly-studio-silver-city.square.site

GALLERIE

SILVER cnv@msocmnon

206 W. Broadway St.

madeinsilvercity.com

STERLING

Open: Wed, Thurs, and Sat
11-3

315 N Bullard St
575-388-5725

ois Duffy Studio

degree in Art Education with an
emphasis on photography, and
printmaking. Eastman's new
workflow designs merge numer-
ous photographs and artwork
into one image with a focus on
nature. Gallery hours are 11
a.m.-5 p.m. Friday-Sunday. Info:
agaveartists@gmail.com.

“Into the Light”
by Rosario Jeremias

e The Las Cruces Art Asso-
ciation’s Member Show is at
The Big Picture Gallery in Las
Cruces. The association is happy
to be displaying its work after a
long hiatus. Members engage in
a wide variety of mediums. The
exhibit remains up through De-
cember. Awards will be given
and visitors are encouraged to
vote for their favorite piece. The
Big Picture is located at 2001 E.
Lohman Ave. Suite 109. Hours
are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

e The Mesilla Valley Fine
Arts Gallery, 2470-A Calle de
Guadalupe, across from the his-
toric Fountain Theatre features
two local artists for the month
of December: Bonnie Mac-
Quarrie and Marty Alberson.

211-C N. Texas St.,
Silver City

loisduffy.com 575-313-9631

OPEN SATURDAYS OR BY APPOINTMENT

Blue Dome Gallery

Contemporary Fine Craft and Art

FINE ART

FRI-SAT 1-5
306 N BULLARD
STERLINGNM.COM

Open: Thursday, Friday,

bluedomegallery@gmail.com

307 N. Texas St.

and Saturday 10-5

'S

FS |
CHOLLA CHOLLA
Studio and Gallery

Custom Juniper and Cholla

Art & Furniture
707 N. Bullard St.
Fri.-Sat. 10-4 & Appt.
602-515-7810

desertrockcreations.com
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Holiday Booknanza

Las Cruces writers group holds signing, sale

r_I-jen local authors from The
Las Cruces Writers Group
are holding a book sign-
ing and sale 2-5 p.m. on Satur-
day, Dec. 11, at the Mesilla Valley
Mall, Las Cruces.

“We have books in so many
genres that there would surely
be something for everyone,” said
Charmayne Samuelson, a mem-
ber of the group. “We are being
hosted by the Mesilla Valley Mall
as part of their community out-
reach.

She said although the group
has been around a number of
years, just recently, with new
leadership, they have a new vi-
sion for the group: writers help-
ing writers. With that motto in

Charmayn Samuelson and
George Pintar will be on hand
during Booknanza at Mesilla
Valley Mall Dec. 11

mind, the group has expanded
from a handful just a few months
ago to over 30 active members
today and includes those who
are just thinking about writing to

“Summer Fantasy 2”
by Bonnie McQuarrie

Fused Glass by Marty Alberson

MacQuarrie specializes in art
tile. Her work is influenced by
Marc Chagall and Henri Matisse.
Alberson is a New Mexico native
who grew up here in the Mesil-
la Valley. He creates his art with
fused glass, that is, glass that is
‘melted’ or fused at approximate-
ly 1400 degrees F. First Ameri-
can Bank in Mesilla, is well
represented by gallery members
who rotate the galleries artists’
work monthly. Gallery hours are
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. Info: 575-
522-2933, www.mesillavalleyfin-
earts.com.

e La Calvera Catrina Dia
de los Muertos Exhibition,
is a colorful and joyful show of
large-scale skeleton sculptures
at the Branigan Cultural Cen-
ter, 501 N. Main St. Discover
seven 8-foot-tall sculptures cre-
ated by Los Angeles-based artist
Ricardo Soltero and installed in
the museum’s Shannon Gallery.
Organized by Denver Botan-
ic Gardens, the exhibition will
be on view from through Jan.
8, 2022. The Branigan Cultural
Center is open from 10 a.m. to

La Calvera Catrina Dia de los
Muertos Exhibition

4:30 p.m. Tuesday through Fri-
day and from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Saturday. Info: www.las-cruces.
org/Museums or at 575-541-2154.

“Allure of the Near East:
Treasures of the Huntington
Museum of Art”

e The Las Cruces Museum
of Art, 491 N. Main St., features
“Allure of the Near East: Trea-
sures of the Huntington Museum
of Art,” through Jan. 22, 2022.
This exhibition explores the
arts and crafts traditions of the
Near East and the West’s histor-
ic fascination with its decora-
tive items. The works, some of
which are centuries old, include
objects meant for palaces as
well as ordinary homes, evoking
arich and comprehensive vision
of daily life in the Near East,
both recent and long ago. The
museum is open from 10 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Tuesday to Friday, and
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Satur-
day. Info: www.las-cruces.org/
museums.

Rainbow Thug Gallery

OUTSIDER ART & HOMOEROTICA

Albert Alan Greene

313 E 13th St.
Silver City, NM 88061
575-386-6138
aalangreene @gmail.com

those who are published.

“We are welcoming new mem-
bers to come on board,” Samu-
elson said. “We meet monthly
and have a business meeting and

then educational breakout ses-
sions on publishing, marketing,
book signings, writing, editing,
and support of each other to get
ideas from mind to pen to publi-

cation.”
The 10 authors are all local.
For more information about
the group, email info@lascruces-
writersgroup.org.
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Lines of Force:
A Retrospective of Fine Artwork
by the Late John Stermer

Western New Mexico University
Silver City NM
Francis McCray Gallery of Contemporary Art

°Vm

@ DISCOVER

THE MANY SIDES OF AAA

Stop by your local AAA New Mexico
branch to take advantage of all your
AAA membership has to offer, including:
Insurance Travel MVD
Competitive rates on Vacation planning Save up to 90% off
Auto, Home and Life services, plus administrative fees

Insurance EXCLUSIVE AAA versus private MVD
Member Benefits providers

Call: 1-877-222-1020 Visit: 3991 E. Lohman Ave.,
Click: AAA.com/TravelSale Suite A, Las Cruces, NM

Membership requires the separate payment of annual dues and an admission fee for new members. Membership is required for new insureds. AAA insurance is a collection
of AAA branced products, services and programs available fo qualified AAA members. AAA perscnal lines insurance provided by Interinsurance Exchange of the Automobile
Club. Life insurance underwritten by our affiliate, AAA Life Insurance Company, Livonia, MI. AAA Life is licensed in all stafes, except NY. AAA New Mexico is an insurance agent for
the Exchange, and acts as an agent for AAA Life. There is a $2 administrative fee for each MVD fransaction in addifion fo MVD fees. Fee subject fo change without nofice.
Copyright © 2018 AAA New Mexico, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Betteris...

TEXTING!

Send “FirstLight’d
to begin receivi
alerts toda

800.351.1670 FirstLightFCU.org

Message and data rates may apply. Opt in not required for the purchase of products and services. Promotional messages not to exceed 10
per month. Visit www firstlightfcu.org to view Terms & Conditions and Privacy Policy.
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MARIAH Parti i <
WALKER 7th Clpating in the
=/t Annual Sjlye, City
@ Holiday Artisan Market -
Dec. 4th 10 am - 4pm
l Sth 11am to 3 pny

Grant County Veterans Memorial & Colties
3031 Hwy 180 E (Next to Ace

Silver City, NM

WHY TELEHEALTH?

TELEHEALTH SAVES TIME: You can meet with your
provider from the privacy of your own home or car. You
don’t need to find childcare or leave home for the visit.

TELEHEALTH IS EASY: When you make a telehealth
appointment with us, we will email or text you a
personal link to your visit. At the time of your
appointment, simply click on that link to be connected.

TELEHEALTH IS SECURE: Your link is personal, unique
and only works for your appointment. When you click on
it, you will be able to see and hear your provider, and he
or she can see and hear you.

TELEHEALTH IS SAFE: Although nothing can replace a
visit with your provider in person, many problems can
be addressed by phone or video conference and
managed remotely.

Schedule your next appointment with your provider
through the front desk staff the same way you always do,

just ask for a telehealth appointment!

To connect, visit www.germe.org and click on the
Virtual Care icon or call (575) 446-5764

+) CHAMPION

”HEALTH CONNECTION

a department of Gerald Champion Regional Medical Center

Y

Christmas Eve Menu

ountain ‘
Y)eat M ' Lodge Friday Dec. 24th 5-7pm ¥

A New Mexico Christmas Eve Dinner
Come and see the luminarios!

ENTREE CHOICES:
New Mexican Posole with Roasted Pork
or Veggie Style
(Let us know your choice)
Served with all the Fixings
(Avocado, red chile flakes, sunflower
seeds,

Monteray Jack cheese, cilantro and lime)
Served with a Bear Mountain Lodge
mixed green salad
and homemade cornbread.
DESSERT:

Hot Apple Crisp and Whipped Cream

Dine With Us on Christmas Eve / Christmas Day
Seating is Limited ¢ Reservations Required
Call 575-538-2538

575.538.2538 » 60 Bear Mountain Ranch Rd.

P.0. Box 1163 e Silver City, NM 88062
info@bearmountainlodge.com

www.BearMountainLodge.com

$36 Per Person

Limited Seating. Reservations a must!

575-538-2538

ARTSHEXPOSURE « ELVA K. O5TERREICH

Nativity Around
the World

Estate sale to benefit St. Andrew’s
Hospitality House

ver 125 unique Nativity
sets from all over the
world, most handcraft-

ed and hand painted are going
up for sale on Dec. 4. No two
sets are alike, and they are made
from ceramics, wood, paper,
cloth and other materials includ-
ing traditional and non-tradi-
tional arrangements. Sizes range
from less than one inch to over
two feet tall, with single and
multi-piece sets. The sale is 10
a.m.-4 p.m. at St Andrew’s Epis-
copal Church 518 N. Alameda in
Las Cruces. All proceeds benefit
St Andrew’s Hospitality House
— providing temporary lodging
for medical patients and family
members from outside the Las
Cruces area.

Executive director of the Hos-
pitality House Nancy Haynes
said the collection donor, Ebie
Henry, was a member of St. An-
drews and traveled the world
with her friends, collecting Na-
tivity sets everywhere she went.
When she downsized her home,
she donated the pieces to the
Hospitality House. Henry has
since passed away.

“Oh my,” Haynes said, talking
about when she went to collect

the pieces in 2019. “They were
in two large cabinets right inside
the door, and glass shelves, filled
with all of these Nativity sets. It
took my son and daughter and
I three and a half hours to pack
them up.”

St. Andrews Hospitality House
welcomes people visiting town
with medical needs and proce-
dures. Folks can stay for up to
two weeks and have their own
room including bathroom and
television with shared kitchen
and living room facilities.

Haynes has been organizing
since the beginning of the facil-
ity five years ago. She said they
thought they would have people
from nearby communities like
Alamogordo, Deming and Silver
City but many hale from farther
afield.

“Patients of those towns have
moved to all kinds of states,” she
said. “We have had people from
35 states, 53 cities and towns in
New Mexico and three foreign
countries. We don’t charge them
anything, but we can take dona-
tions,” Haynes said. “I tell them
it's OK because if you have med-
ical problems, you have money
problems as well.”

Handmade
in
Silver City

CHRISTMAS GIFT

We're not offerin:
indoor shopping yet but
visit our weEsite, order
online and we'll ship it.

Or callus and we can
have it ready for you to
pickup. ~
Free Shipping
in

New Mexico

i 575-519-4704 g

Ziryabs.com

SIDEWALK SALE

Saturday and Sunday
December 3 & 4
10am to 3pm

;g;% LAST MINUTE m
SIDEWALK SALE | want for

Saturday, December 18

10am to 3pm
(Weather permitting)

k. Christmas Day Dinner: 7
' Saturday Dec. 25th, 1- 7 pm %

STARTER: Baby Potatoes stuffed with Beehive Cheese and roasted red bell and basil,
Marinated Shrimp, homemade pimento cheese, and Irish Soda Bread.
SOUP COURSE: Smoked Butternut Squash soup served with homemade cracker.
ENTREE:

Argentine Beef Stew: Seasoned Beef simmered in Malbec, spices, carrots, corn, and red
bell
peppers served in a half of a baked acorn squash. Topped with mascarpone cheese,
roasted red bell pepper, and toasted pumpkin seeds.

O
Roasted Duck Confit served with a Port Black Cherry sauce served with creamy polenta,
and marinated asparagus.

Or
Vegetarian Option: Wild Rice Butternut Squash pilaf topped with toasted pumpkin,
pistachios, sunflower seeds, and mascarpone cheese served with a coconut milk
fresh sage custard and marinated asparagus.

Or
Chicken Scallopini topped white wine lemon capers sauce served with creamy
polenta, and marinated asparagus.

Served with homemade bread and butter
DESSERT:

Chocolate Mousse served with berries and whipped cream
-Or- Triple Ginger Cake served with Guinness ice cream
-Or- Pineapple Upside Down Cake served with homemade vanilla ice cream

GIFT
BOXES!

Christmas is

GOOD SOAP!

(They bribed me to
say that.)

$70 Per person. Limited seating. Reservations a must!
575-538-2538 Please choose an entree and a dessert on making the reservation.
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MOVING MOUNTAINS o JOEL CHINKES

Blasting, Dust, Tratfic Chaos

Mining the Floridas might not be such a good idea

In the early 1900s

Deming was a railroad village
Next big railroad stop from
Lordsburg

Big steam engines, Army bases

After railroad went to diesel
Farm and ranch supported
Deming

Harvey House Hotel was leveled
Less excitement, war was over

Cows and chiles grew abundant
Thanks to Mimbres River water
Irrigating verdant croplands

In a place that seldom sees rain

Quiet life appealed to old folks
Peace and quiet, sun and Duck
Race

Not much happens, which is
good news

Just a dust storm, or a cold day

Deming benefited greatly

From attractive local scen’ry
Craggy mountains, endless vistas
Made it pleasant place to live here

Craggy mountain brought in
rockhounds

Rockhounds who would pick up
samples

Geolapidary treasures

From a sea that’s just a mem’ry

II.

On the west flank of Flo-Ree-
Dahs

Near the very edge of wildness
Came a miner Dave Tognoni
Not an ordinary rockhound

Staked a claim on BLM land
Free for all, this land call’d Public
Scenic views, abundant wildlife
Easy access, no down payment

Nineteenth Century Mining Law
Expected only men with mules,
With pickaxe, not with high ex-
plosive,

With shovel, not with front end
loader

Thinking big was miner David
Not content to have just one
claim

David spun out over 20

Twenty mine claims on Flo-Ree-
Dahs

Dream he did of jobs for Deming
Fifteen thousand jobs for Deming

Deming, yes, and Luna County
Jobs for all of Luna County

Dreams of big new City building
Dreams of airport and refin'ry
Always planning for our future
Was our savior Dave Tognoni

“Right away”
Chamber
“Right Away” the MainStreet
echoed

“We don’t need all of the details”
“Jobs are promised, let’s get
started”

said Deming

Other agencies and people

Are more patient with Dave’s big
plan

Wait until he clarifies things

Not so hasty with their judge-
ment

For example Fish and Wildlife,
Big New Mexico Department,
Said a better place can be found
Further from the edge of wild-
ness

III.

Mining calls for major planning
Planning done by engineer
teams

Taking in the situation

Here’s what the planners said to
do:

Standing near to Park-Ma-Ho-Ney
Is a hillock made of metal

Not exactly shiny metal

First you have to melt big rocks

Dolomite is name of big rocks
Not quite sure how much is in
there

Dave the Dreamer only took
chips

Just a few chips off the surface

Need to drill and blast the hillock
Count up all the dolomite there
But Tognoni skipped this big
step

Later maybe, need some cash
first

Money flow is the suspicion
As the target of the mine claim
Dolomite is just a proxy

For the payoff to Tognoni

Hot propane fire will melt rock
piles

Propane from a giant pipeline
Pipeline passes north of Deming
Not too far from PNM Plant

Renovated in 1930, the Deming Train Depot, long part of the land-
scape of the town was removed in the 1980s, leaving a platform

and shelter only standing today. (Photo by Clay Gilliland, courtesy
of Wikimedia Commons)

The Florida Mountains southeast of Deming are the home of Rockhound State Park and numerous
rock formations and wildlife for adventurers to experience. (Photo by Elva K. Osterreich)

Sticky problem is location:
Park-Ma-Ho-Ney 20 miles south,
Power Plant is north of Deming
Eye-Ten highway lies between
them

Interstate is just one problem
Railroad tracks stand in the way
too

Not so easy moving mountain
With interstate and rails to cross

Gold Street runs through down-
town Deming

Only way from Park to Plant site
Trucks and traffic will be chaos
Big mine trucks at Pine and Gold
Streets

Mine truck traffic won't be minor
Twenty years of steady traffic

Loads of rock 10 times each hour
Empty trucks on their return trip

Burning propane makes a lot of
C-O-Two, another problem
Global warming killing planet
Caused by too much C-O-Two
gas

If the mine jobs really happen
Luna County might not see them
Workforce skills and residences
Favor Dofna Ana County

High wage workers work in
Deming

Have good jobs but do not live
here

They prefer Las Cruces lifestyle
For the shopping and the high
schools

Iv.

Dave Tognoni had some practice
Mining lands without permission
Maybe Deming would be easy
Maybe dreams would work out
this time

BLM is the landowner

Fed'ral land has complex rules
Mining permit will be needed
Faceless BLM might stop him

Challenges were blasting, traffic,
Dust and water, loss of quiet,
Scar on scenry, Indian
gravesites,

Ibex hunters, night sky lighting

Planning rules are known as
Nee-Pah

Nee-Pah is the path to get there
If you want to blast the mountain
You must jump the hoops of
Nee-Pah

Years it takes to get a permit
BLM, then state permissions
But some disappointed locals
Interfered with all the planning

Nee-Pah mandates public hearing
Rude uneducated public
Horning in on dreams of David
Interfering with his mining

Gaps were found in all his plan-
ning

Such as people living nearby
Such as overhead conveyor
Plans were changed to pass in-
spection

Plans included only two claims
Of the rest no hint was given
Suspicion grew this was a fake-out
Rest of twenty claims must follow

Tognoni died, dream unfulfilled
Many thought the mine was fin-
ished

But his mine claims carried for-
ward

Thanks to newfound heir named
Carol

Dave Tognoni had advantage

He was college educated

Carol Brewka was less ready
Mining projects not her back-
ground

Four times plans faced big revi-
sion

“Til at last the Feds okayed it
“Yes, you can deface the moun-
tain

Blast and haul off our Flo-Ree-
Dahs”

Plan approval is called Fon-Zee
“FONSI” how it’s really spelled
Fon-Zee says there is no impact
Or at least no major harm

Hasty was the BLM “Finding
of No Impact” to this plan
Like the rock chips of Tognoni
BLM did not dig too deep

Local citizens erupted

With an email conversation
Hundreds loudly joined their
voices

Formed the “Friends of the Flor-
idas”

Strategy was very simple

Sue the BLM directly

For their sloppy plan reviewing
Ask a Judge to throw it all out

Stench of mine plan reached all
over

Many statewide action groups
Didn’t like the great disturbance
Joined with locals in their suit

When a lawsuit up and hit them
BLM was in a tight spot

Had to call in Justice lawyers
To rectify the mess they’d made

Justice said to BLM they

Better ask for trial delay
Citizens make lots of good
points

Do not want to lose abjectly

Months went by without a word
While BLM tried to recoup

They issued second “Final” rule
With reasoning yet more absurd

V.

And that is now where matters
stand

BLM is on the defense

Friends of Floridas pressing
hard

With four strong allies by their
side

Might take years for Fed'ral
Court

To hear all Motions, read all
Briefs

Decision will be up to Judge then
Always possible to appeal

BLM is mine’s first hurdle

They may have to start from
scratch

But if not, the fight proceeds to
State mine permit, traffic, dust

Conquistadors from Old Espaiia
Yellow flowers caught their eye
Floreado, Montaiia de Flores
“Flo-Ree-Dahs” in the Anglo
tongue

Joel Chinkes 1is retired and
has been off the grid since
1986 and has been keeping a
close eye on the Floridas since
1995. For links to documents
regarding the Florida mining
issue visit this story at the
desertexposure.com website.
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Peace on Earth?

Walking in a wrath-filled wonderland

I'm beginning to wonder,
though, do we really want Peace
on Earth?

So much of human endeavor
these days is bent on criticizing,
complaining and vehement vitri-

ol. Yes, social media fuels these
flames, and the relentless pan-
demic has put everyone on edge.
But this getting-high-on-getting-
angry, new American Way has
been going on for some time.

very year around this
time, we start seeing the

messages everywhere,

in many forms: Peace on Earth,
Merry Christmas,
days.

Happy Holi-

Yard Art & Décor,
Pottery,
Wood Furniture,
Talavera Goods &
Other Unique Items

Open Mon. & Tue.
10AM-5:30PM
Thur.-Sat. 10AM-5:30PM,
Sun. 11AM-5PM
Closed Wednesdays

T

2230 Avenida de Mes1lla 575 800-7762

N l'f{"/ ‘ 12 X 12

s w 5. PORCELAIN
. TERRACOTA

LOOK TILE

$1.95

SQ. FT.

Malooly’s

FLOORING COMPANY

(575) 523-0633
765 N. VALLEY DR.

since 1907

Exhibit Open until Dec 9 DEC 3

FRIDAY

- . 5:30p -
7:30p

e

STROLLCANDY CAE LANE

Outdoors at WNMU Regents Square

LIVE MUSIC by Mariachi Plata de WNMU,
Silver Chorale & Brandon Perrault

Warm Beverages & Sweet Treats
Children’s Crafting Activities

Ugly Sweater Contest

SPECIAL GUESTS: SANTA CLAUS & THE GRINCH
WNMU President Shepard reading
"Twas The Night Before Christmas

Francis McCray Gallery of Contemporary Art

Open to the Publc
For gallery hours see wnmu.edu/culture

WESTERN

NEW MEXICO UNIVERSITY

From online restaurant re-
views, radio talk shows, TV
political programs and sports
magazines to the ever-present,
ever-over-simplified, ever-misin-
formed memes that populate all
corners of the Internet and so-
cial media, negative blathering
is the true soundtrack of Amer-
ican life.

Increasingly, there’s no peace
to be found, even at Christmas.

In fact, just the opposite of
peace, there’s even a media-man-
ufactured “War on Christmas.”
In this scenario, among some
Americans, the phrase “Happy
Holidays” translates to “Them’s
fightin’” words!” Saying “Merry
Christmas” makes many Ameri-
cans feel better, but is irrelevant
or even inappropriate to many
Americans who practice differ-
ent faiths, many of which cele-
brate their own holy days during
December.

The lack of peace on Earth,
of course, is nothing new in this
world. This world can be a nas-
ty, ugly place full of hate and vio-
lence. The reason Christians cel-
ebrate Christmas is to recognize
the birth of a man, Jesus Christ,
who came to bring peace on
Earth, goodwill to man. Christ
also clearly recognized the evil
in the world, and on a few occa-
sions as an adult Jesus is quoted
in the Bible referencing Satan as
“the ruler of the world.” Chris-
tians recognize Christ as the de-
liverer from this sinful world. A
savior, a messenger of love and a
better way. He also demonstrat-
ed the power of compassion and
helping those in need. Most all of
us feel better when we practice
compassion and when we help
others.

So why are we so angry? Why
are we so defensive about peo-
ple who act and think differently
than us? Why are we so passion-
ate about so many things that

breed the opposite of compas-
sion.

The pandemic has added to
everyone’s edge, everyone’s ten-
sion. It has shortened everyone’s
patience, everyone’s temper.

When we hear of airline pas-
sengers attacking flight atten-
dants, we know something is
wrong. Something is off.

If we really do want peace on
Earth, aren’t there better ways to
act than the ways we're acting?
It seems what we really want is
to be right, and to be right more
loudly and more angrily than the
person we disagree with.

I would love to say (and prob-
ably WILL say many times over
the next few weeks) “Merry
Christmas,” “Happy Hannukah”
and “Happy Holidays.”

However, I think the phrase
more people would like to hear
is “Good job telling off that guy
on Facebook! You sure put him
in his place.”

“Damn, right I did!”

And then the person is walk-
ing on air all day.

The original moonwalker, Neil
Armstrong, famously said, “One
small step for man, one giant
leap for mankind” during the lu-
nar landing back in 1969.

If we really want Peace on
Earth, which would be a giant
leap for humankind, it seems
maybe — even if only for a day
— we should try being kind hu-
mans.

Richard
Coltharp 1s
publisher

of Desert
Exposure. He
recommends
we all go and
listen to the Elvis Presley
version of “If Every Day Was
Like Christmas” to get into the
holiday spirit, and then try to
keep it.

Friday, Dec 17 @ 7pm

Fine Arts Center Theatre * $15

Mariachi Aztldn with Ballet Folkérico
of University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

Cultural Affairs
575.538.6469

Please Note:
In accordance
with WNMU
health

and safety
protocols, the
wearing of
masks or other
approved face
coverings is
required in

all university
buildings

for both the
vaccinated
and
unvaccinated.

Subcribe to our
e-newsletter @
wnmu.edu/culture
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What's

Desert Exposure would like to
include your special events, from
any southern New Mexico commu-
nity, in our listing. Please submit
your event title, time, location and
contact information to editor@,
desertexposure.com,; Desert Ex-
posure 1740-A Calle de Mercado,
Las Cruces, NM 88005, or call
Elva at 575-680-1978.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 1
Las Cruces/Mesilla
Farmers and Crafts Market — 8:30
a.m.-1 p.m. at the Plaza of Las
Cruces and along Main Street. Info:
575-805-6055.

THURSDAY, DEC. 2
Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County
Sierra County Twirlers — 3-6 p.m. at
the New Mexico Old Time Fiddlers

Playhouse, 710 EIm St.in T or C.
Live music, toe-tapping main-
stream dancing and refreshments.
Info: 575-313-9971 or 505-804-3842.

Las Cruces/Doha Ana County
“Daddy Long Legs” play — 7 p.m.
at the Black Box Theatre in Las
Cruces. A musical story about a girl
in an orphanage exchanging letters
with a mysterious benefactor. Info:
575-523-1223.
Vado Speedway Park Christmas Village
— 7-10 p.m. at Vado Speedway
Park, 15900 Stern Drive, Vado. A
Christmas wonderland with holiday
light displays, holiday inflatable
displays, holiday music, campfires,
Christmas shoppes and special ap-
pearances by Santa Claus, Buddy
the Elf, The Grinch and Elsa. Info:
info@vadospeedwaypark.com.

FRIDAY, DEC. 3

Silver City/Grant County
Jingle & Mingle Down Candy Cane Lane
— 7-9 p.m. at Regents Square,
Western New Mexico University.
A festive winter celebration with
live music, children’s activities,
seasonal treats and a reading of
“The Night Before Christmas” by
the university president. Info: 575-
538-6273.

Las Cruces/Doha Ana County
Fine Arts Flea Market— 4-10 p.m.
at Plaza de Las Cruces. Info: 575-
541-2444.
La Casa, Inc. 30th Holiday Bazaar —
4:30-7:30 p.m. at the Las Cru-
ces Convention Center. Find art
and handmade gifts, Santa, gift
wrapping, cookie cupboard. All
proceeds benefit La Casa Inc.
domestic violence shelter. Cost: $6.
Info: www.lacasainc.org.
First Friday Art Ramble — 5-8 p.m.
in the Arts and Cultural District be-
tween Main and Mesquite streets.
Info: 575-541-2444.
Vado Speedway Park Christmas Village
— 7-10 p.m. at Vado Speedway
Park, 15900 Stern Drive, Vado. A
Christmas wonderland with holiday
light displays, holiday inflatable
displays, holiday music, campfires,
Christmas shoppes and special ap-
pearances by Santa Claus, Buddy
the Elf, The Grinch and Elsa. Info:
info@vadospeedwaypark.com.
“A Christmas Carol” a solo performance
— 7:30 p.m. Las Cruces Commu-
nity Theatre, 313 N. Main St. Las
Cruces. Charles Dickens play that
has been adapted to a one actor
retelling with Norman Lewis playing
all the roles. Info: www.lcctnm.org/

A0 DAY S AND A0 NGUTS » ELVA K. 05TERREICU
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A musical play version of “Dad-
dy Long Legs” will be at the
Las Cruces Black Box Theatre
from Dec. 2-5. (Courtesy Photo)

christmas-carol.

“Daddy Long Legs” play — 8 p.m.

at the Black Box Theatre in Las
Cruces. A musical story about a girl
in an orphanage exchanging letters
with a mysterious benefactor. Info:
575-523-1223.

SATURDAY, DEC. 4

Silver City/Grant County
Silver City Holiday Artisan Market — 8
a.m.-5p.m. at the Silver City Grant
County Chamber of Commerce
& Conference Center, 3031 US
Highway 180, Silver City. Info: 800-
48-9378.

Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County

0ld Time Fiddlers Dance — 7-9 p.m.
at the New Mexico Old Time Fid-
dlers Playhouse, 710 EIm St. in T
or C. Live music, toe-tapping and
refreshments. Info: 575-744-9137.
Holiday in Hillsboro — A town-wide
outdoor event in Hillsboro, N.M.
Hillsboro Community Center, 316
Elenora St., Hillsboro. Info: 575-
895-3300.

Alamogordo/Otero County
Alamogordo Otero County Farmers
Market — 9:30 a.m., Tractor Supply
parking lot, 2920 N. White Sands
Blvd. in Alamogordo. Info: farmers-
marketsnm.org.

Christmas on Mainstreet — 4-9 p.m.
at Patron’s Hall and more, 1106

N. New York Ave. in Alamogordo.
Local businesses staying open to
spread holiday cheer and local ven-
dors set up. Activities for all ages.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Farmers Arts and Crafts Market —
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Plaza of
Las Cruces and along Main Street.
Info: 575-805-6055.

Candyland Christmas by Kids Can — 8
a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de Las Cru-
ces, 100 N. Main St. in Las Cruces.
Local Youth 6-17 are invited to
create a business plan, develop a
product or service and open their
business at the downtown market.
Info: 575-527-8799 Ext. 117.

La Casa, Inc. 30th Holiday Bazaar — 9
a.m.-5 p.m. at the Las Cruces Con-
vention Center. Find art and hand-
made gifts, Santa, gift wrapping,

on in December?

cookie cupboard. All proceeds
benefit La Casa Inc. domestic vio-
lence shelter. Cost: $6. Info: www.
lacasainc.org.

Live Animal Feedings — 11 a.m. at
the Museum of Nature & Science in
Las Cruces. Watch and learn how
different species of animals eat
and what they eat. Info: las-cruces.
org/1523/Museums.

Vado Speedway Park Christmas Village
— 7-10 p.m. at Vado Speedway
Park, 15900 Stern Drive, Vado. A
Christmas wonderland with holiday
light displays, holiday inflatable
displays, holiday music, campfires,
Christmas shoppes and special ap-
pearances by Santa Claus, Buddy
the Elf, The Grinch and Elsa. Info:
info@vadospeedwaypark.com.

“A Christmas Carol” a solo performance
— 7:30 p.m. Las Cruces Commu-
nity Theatre, 313 N. Main St. Las
Cruces. Charles Dickens play that
has been adapted to a one actor
retelling with Norman Lewis playing
all the roles. Info: www.lcctnm.org/
christmas-carol.

“Daddy Long Legs” play — 8 p.m.

at the Black Box Theatre in Las
Cruces. A musical story about a girl
in an orphanage exchanging letters
with a mysterious benefactor. Info:
575-523-1223.

“The Polar Express” movie — 8 p.m.

at the Rio Grande Theatre, 211 N.
Main St. Info: 575-541-2444,

40 DAYS 40 NIGHTS

continued on page 18

- #KeepKi
Connected

WE NEED

Contact today to become 2

BECONE ABIE O |5 e

www.bbbsmountainregion.org/volunteer/
beth.hoffman@bbbsmountainregion.org

575-496-9388

Call for an appt. to visit our Showroom
to see our complete selection of Custom
Window coverings, Shutters and Bedding.

Spend less on your hearing and

more on the ones you love

This year, we're refocusing what we do to better serve you.
Celestial Hearing Solutions, your local trusted name in hearin

44

care, is now your affordable local hearing aid center. With new
lower prices and the same great service, we want to help you
spend less money on your hearing care so you can spend more
on the things and people that matter to you.

2001 E. Lohman Ave., Ste. 112 in Las Cruces
Visit us online at www.celestialhearing.com

CALL NOW! (575) 232-9022

Goo

. 3032 Pinos Altos Road, Silver City, NM ® 575-956-7563 .

CELESTIAL =

HEARING SOLUTIONS :

Mini Coopers i
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SUNDAY, DEC. 5

Silver City/Grant County
Silver City Holiday Artisan Market — 8
a.m.-5p.m. at the Silver City Grant
County Chamber of Commerce
& Conference Center, 3031 US
Highway 180, Silver City. Info: 800-
48-9378.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
La Casa, Inc. 30th Holiday Bazaar —
10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Las Cru-
ces Convention Center. Find art
and handmade gifts, Santa, gift
wrapping, cookie cupboard. All
proceeds benefit La Casa Inc.
domestic violence shelter. Cost: $6.
Info: www.lacasainc.org.
“A Christmas Carol” a solo performance
— 2 p.m. Las Cruces Communi-
ty Theatre, 313 N. Main St. Las
Cruces. Charles Dickens play that

Ko
SMITH

REAL ESTATE
Property Management

Now soliciting new
property management clients.
Ask about special introductory rates!

www.SmithRealEstate.com

(575) 538-5373 or
1-800-234-0307

505 W. College Avenue
PO Box 1290
Silver City, NM 88062
Quality People, Quality
Service for over 40 years!

(asitas de Gila

Guesthouses - Gallery

Nature Preserve

5 Private Casitas on

Year-round Bear Creek
Wildlife - Birds - Dark Skies
7 Miles of Hiking Trails
Kitchens - Porches - Wifi
Continental Breakfast

265 acres near Silver City

casitasdegila.com
575-535-4455

Stress-Free Solitude OverlooRing the Gila Wilderness

VISIT HISTOKICAL
TULAROSA, NM

has been adapted to a one actor
retelling with Norman Lewis playing
all the roles. Info: www.lcctnm.org/
christmas-carol.

“Daddy Long Legs” play — 2:30 p.m.
at the Black Box Theatre in Las
Cruces. A musical story about a girl
in an orphanage exchanging letters
with a mysterious benefactor. Info:
575-523-1223.

“Sounds of the Season” — 3 p.m. at
Atkinson Recital Hall, New Mexico
State University Music Center,
1075 N. Horseshoe St. Concert
with the Mesilla Valley Concert
Band featuring a special guest.
Info: www.mesillavalleyconcert-
band.org.

Noche de Luminarias — 5-8 p.m.

at New Mexico State University’s
Corbett Center Student Union. Info:
575-541-2444.

Mesilla Valley Jazz and Blues Society
monthly concert series — 7 p.m. at
First Christian Church, 1809 El
Paseo, Las Cruces. Info: 575-640-
8752.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 8
Las Cruces/Mesilla
Farmers and Crafts Market — 8:30
a.m.-1 p.m. at the Plaza of Las
Cruces and along Main Street. Info:
575-805-6055.

THURSDAY, DEC. 9
Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County

Sierra County Twirlers — 3-6 p.m. at
the New Mexico Old Time Fiddlers
Playhouse, 710 EIm St.in T or C.
Live music, toe-tapping main-
stream dancing and refreshments.
Info: 575-313-9971 or 505-804-
3842,

Las Cruces/Dofia Ana County
Vado Speedway Park Christmas Village
— 7-10 p.m. at Vado Speedway
Park, 15900 Stern Drive, Vado. A
Christmas wonderland with holiday
light displays, holiday inflatable
displays, holiday music, campfires,
Christmas shoppes and special ap-
pearances by Santa Claus, Buddy
the Elf, The Grinch and Elsa. Info:
info@vadospeedwaypark.com.

FRIDAY, DEC. 10
Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County
T or C’s Old-Fashioned Christmas —
5-9 p.m. 301 S. Foch St. in Truth
or Consequences. The evening
begins with the annual Christmas

The 1st Armored Division Band plays Western New Mexico
University on Dec. 12. (Courtesy Photo)

Tree lighting downtown at Evelyn
Renfro Park followed by bonfires,
carolers and other performers. Info:
sierracountynewmexico.info.

Alamogordo/Otero County
Christmas Tree Lighting party — 6-9
p.m. at the Washington Park stage.
Info: 575-439-4279.

Las Cruces/Dofia Ana County
Vado Speedway Park Christmas Village
— 7-10 p.m. at Vado Speedway
Park, 15900 Stern Drive, Vado. A
Christmas wonderland with holiday
light displays, holiday inflatable
displays, holiday music, campfires,
Christmas shoppes and special ap-
pearances by Santa Claus, Buddy
the Elf, The Grinch and Elsa. Info:
info@vadospeedwaypark.com.

“A Christmas Garol” a solo performance
— 7:30 p.m. Las Cruces Commu-
nity Theatre, 313 N. Main St. Las
Cruces. Charles Dickens play that
has been adapted to a one actor
retelling with Norman Lewis playing
all the roles. Info: www.lcctnm.org/
christmas-carol.

SATURDAY, DEC. 11
Alamogordo/Otero County
Alamogordo Otero County Farmers
Market — 9:30 a.m., Tractor Supply
parking lot, 2920 N. White Sands
Blvd. in Alamogordo. Info: farmers-
marketsnm.org.

Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County

Elephant Butte Luminaria Beachwalk
— 5-8 p.m. at Elephant Butte Lake
State Park. Features 3,000 luminar-
ias lining paths on the beach lead-
ing to campsites offering posole,
chile, cocoa, cookies, s’mores and
more. Visit Santa or stop by the

1S PI]T’I‘EBY & TALAVE

Hatch Red & Green Chile (in season)
Ristras — Gift Shop
Something for Everyone!

Steel Soldiers’ campsite. Info: 575-
744-5923.

Las Cruces/Donha Ana County
Farmers and Crafts Market — 8:30
a.m.-1 p.m. at the Plaza of Las
Cruces and along Main Street. Info:
575-805-6055.

Vado Speedway Park Christmas Village
— 7-10 p.m. at Vado Speedway
Park, 15900 Stern Drive, Vado. A
Christmas wonderland with holiday
light displays, holiday inflatable
displays, holiday music, campfires,
Christmas shoppes and special ap-
pearances by Santa Claus, Buddy
the Elf, The Grinch and Elsa. Info:
info@vadospeedwaypark.com.

“A Christmas Garol” a solo performance
— 7:30 p.m. Las Cruces Commu-
nity Theatre, 313 N. Main St. Las
Cruces. Charles Dickens play that
has been adapted to a one actor
retelling with Norman Lewis playing
all the roles. Info: www.lcctnm.org/
christmas-carol.

Las Gruces Symphony Classics 2
concert — 7:30 p.m., Atkinson
Recital Hall, NMSU Music Building,
1075 N. Horseshoe St. Includes
Bach’s Symphony No. 1 in D Major,
Mozart’s Symphony in D Major
“Paris,” Schubert’s Symphony in

B Minor “Unfinished and Mahler’s
“Adagio from Symphony No. 10.
Info: 877-466-3404.

SUNDAY, DEC. 12
Silver City/Grant County
1st Armored Division Band — 3-5 p.m.
at Western New Mexico University
Fine Arts Theatre, 1100W. College
Ave. Silver City. Info: 575-538-
5362.

40 DAYS 40 NIGHTS
continued on page 19
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1106 Saint Francis Dr., Tularosa, NM
Open Daily 8:30 — 6:30
Stop by and see us!

THE MERC

:Suthwest Art, Gifts, Furmte ’ecor
Featuring Regional and Local Artists!

Horse Feathers Gallery Tularosa NM

318 Granado St., Tularosa, NM 88352
Store: (575) 585-4407 Cell: (575) 495-5671

Want your Tularosa Business in this ad?

Call Amelia Ontiveros, Advertising Coordinator 575-652-2590

Dare o dream!
316 Granado Street

Fabulous Tularosa,
New Mexico/88352

{ greatrepnm@gmail.com
like us on facebook-The Merc

“F‘\VA"“F‘“F‘\VA"@’

www.themercintulie.com
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Las Cruces/Mesilla
“A Christmas Carol” a solo performance
— 2 p.m. Las Cruces Communi-
ty Theatre, 313 N. Main St. Las
Cruces. Charles Dickens play that
has been adapted to a one actor
retelling with Norman Lewis playing
all the roles. Info: www.lcctnm.org/
christmas-carol.
Mesilla Valley Chorale Christmas
Concert — 3 p.m. at Rio Grande
Theatre. Info: mesillavalleychorale.
org.
Las Gruces Symphony Classics 2
concert — 3 p.m., Atkinson Recital
Hall, NMSU Music Building, 1075
N. Horseshoe St. Includes Bach’s
Symphony No. 1 in D Major,
Mozart’s Symphony in D Major
“Paris,” Schubert’s Symphony in
B Minor “Unfinished and Mahler’s
“Adagio from Symphony No. 10.
Info: 877-466-3404.

MONDAY, DEC. 13

Silver City/Grant County
Widowed and Single Persons of Grant
County — 10:30 a.m. at Cross Point
Church, 11600 Highway 180 E.
The speaker is Randy Salars with
a special holiday video. Cost for
lunch: $'12. All singles are wel-
come. Info: Jimccord@yahoo.com.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 15
Las Cruces/Mesilla
Farmers and Crafts Market — 8:30
a.m.-1 p.m. at the Plaza of Las
Cruces and along Main Street. Info:
575-805-6055.

THURSDAY, DEC. 16
Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County

Sierra County Twirlers — 3-6 p.m. at
the New Mexico Old Time Fiddlers
Playhouse, 710 Elm St. in T or C.
Live music, toe-tapping main-
stream dancing and refreshments.
Info: 575-313-9971 or 505-804-
3842.

Las Cruces/Donha Ana County
Vado Speedway Park Christmas Village
— 7-10 p.m. at Vado Speedway
Park, 15900 Stern Drive, Vado. A
Christmas wonderland with holiday
light displays, holiday inflatable
displays, holiday music, campfires,
Christmas shoppes and special ap-
pearances by Santa Claus, Buddy
the Elf, The Grinch and Elsa. Info:
info@vadospeedwaypark.com.
“The Nutcracker” — 7 p.m. at the
NMSU Center of the Arts, 1000

E. University Ave. Las Cruces. A

Borderlands Ballet production with
the Las Cruces School of Dance &
Music. Info: borderlandsballet.com.

FRIDAY, DEC. 17

Silver City/Grant County
Mariachi Christmas — 7 p.m. at
Western New Mexico University
Fine Arts Theatre, 1100W. Col-
lege Ave. Silver City. Virant music
performed by Mariachi Aztlan.
Dancing with Ballet Folklorico
University Texas Rio Grande Valley.
Info: 575-538-5362.

Las Cruces/Dona Ana County
The Nutcracker — 7 p.m. at New
Mexico State University Atkinson
Recital Hall, 1075 N. Horseshoe St.
in Las Cruces. Presented by the
Las Cruces Chamber Ballet, Dark
Circles Contemporary Dance and
Michele’s Dance Academy. Info:
darkcirclescontemporarydance.
com.

Vado Speedway Park Christmas Village
— 7-10 p.m. at Vado Speedway
Park, 15900 Stern Drive, Vado. A
Christmas wonderland with holiday
light displays, holiday inflatable
displays, holiday music, campfires,
Christmas shoppes and special ap-
pearances by Santa Claus, Buddy
the Elf, The Grinch and Elsa. Info:
info@vadospeedwaypark.com.
“The Nutcracker” — 7 p.m. at the
NMSU Center of the Arts, 1000

E. University Ave. Las Cruces. A
Borderlands Ballet production with
the Las Cruces School of Dance &
Music. Info: borderlandsballet.com.
“A Christmas Garol” a solo performance
— 7:30 p.m. Las Cruces Commu-
nity Theatre, 313 N. Main St. Las
Cruces. Charles Dickens play that
has been adapted to a one actor
retelling with Norman Lewis playing
all the roles. Info: www.lcctnm.org/
christmas-carol.

SATURDAY, DEC. 18
Alamogordo/Otero County
Alamogordo Otero County Farmers
Market — 9:30 a.m., Tractor Supply
parking lot, 2920 N. White Sands
Blvd. in Alamogordo. Info: farmers-
marketsnm.org.

Magdelena/Socorro County
Tea with Santa — 3-5 p.m. at Kind of
a Small Array gallery, 106 N. Main,
Magdalena. Holiday traditions, ta-
males and tea. Info: 210-473-9062.

Ruidoso/Lincoln County
“The Nutcracker” — at 2 p.m. and
again at 7 p.m. at the Spencer The-
ater for the Performing Arts in Alto.

The Ruidoso Academy of Ballet
and Dance Company’s adaptation
of the Tchaikovsky Christmas Clas-
sic. Info: www.spencertheater.com.

Las Cruces/Dona Ana County
Farmers and Crafts Market — 8:30
a.m.-1 p.m. at the Plaza of Las
Cruces and along Main Street. Info:
575-805-6055.

Live Animal Feedings — 11 a.m. at
the Museum of Nature & Science in
Las Cruces. Watch and learn how
different species of animals eat
and what they eat. Info: las-cruces.
org/1523/Museums.

Vado Speedway Park Christmas Village
— 7-10 p.m. at Vado Speedway
Park, 15900 Stern Drive, Vado. A
Christmas wonderland with holiday
light displays, holiday inflatable
displays, holiday music, campfires,
Christmas shoppes and special ap-
pearances by Santa Claus, Buddy
the Elf, The Grinch and Elsa. Info:
info@vadospeedwaypark.com.

“A Christmas Garol” a solo performance
— 7:30 p.m. Las Cruces Commu-
nity Theatre, 313 N. Main St. Las
Cruces. Charles Dickens play that
has been adapted to a one actor
retelling with Norman Lewis playing
all the roles. Info: www.lcctnm.org/
christmas-carol.

“The Nutcracker” — 7 p.m. at the
NMSU Center of the Arts, 1000

E. University Ave. Las Cruces. A
Borderlands Ballet production with
the Las Cruces School of Dance &
Music. Info: borderlandsballet.com.
The Nutcracker — 10 p.m. at New
Mexico State University Atkinson
Recital Hall, 1075 N. Horseshoe St.
in Las Cruces. Presented by the
Las Cruces Chamber Ballet, Dark
Circles Contemporary Dance and
Michele’s Dance Academy. Info:
darkcirclescontemporarydance.com.

SUNDAY, DEC. 19
Las Cruces/Mesilla

“A Christmas Carol” a solo performance
— 2 p.m. Las Cruces Communi-
ty Theatre, 313 N. Main St. Las
Cruces. Charles Dickens play that
has been adapted to a one actor
retelling with Norman Lewis playing
all the roles. Info: www.lcctnm.org/
christmas-carol.

Ruidoso/Lincoln County
“The Nutcracker” — 2 p.m. at the
Spencer Theater for the Performing
Arts in Alto. The Ruidoso Academy
of Ballet and Dance Company’s
adaptation of the Tchaikovsky
Christmas Classic. Info: www.
spencertheater.com.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 22

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Farmers and Crafts Market — 8:30
a.m.-1 p.m. at the Plaza of Las

Cruces and along Main Street. Info:

575-805-6055.

THURSDAY, DEC. 23
Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County
Sierra County Twirlers — 3-6 p.m. at
the New Mexico Old Time Fiddlers
Playhouse, 710 EIm St.in T or C.
Live music, toe-tapping main-

stream dancing and refreshments.
Info: 575-313-9971 or 505-804-3842.

Las Cruces/Dofia Ana County
Vado Speedway Park Christmas Village
— 7-10 p.m. at Vado Speedway
Park, 15900 Stern Drive, Vado. A
Christmas wonderland with holiday
light displays, holiday inflatable
displays, holiday music, campfires,
Christmas shoppes and special ap-
pearances by Santa Claus, Buddy
the Elf, The Grinch and Elsa. Info:
info@vadospeedwaypark.com.

Boarding

Daycare

Training Grooming Retail

Certified Trainers and Pet Care Technicians Follow us on Facebook

11745 Hwy 180 E, Silver City, NM www.misamigospetcare.com 575-388-4101

If you don’t know diamonds,

know your jeweler!
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Fine & Estate Jewelry « Jewelry Repair
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e Mesilla Valley
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230 E. Idaho Avenue * Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-525-3340 « www.austinsjewelry.com




20 » DECEMBER 2021

www.desertexposure.com

THE 5TARRY DOME. « BERT 5TEVENS

Pegasus, the Winged Horse

Following the bright nose star for adventure

ave you ever seen a flying
horse? If not, there is one
overhead in our evening

sky. Pegasus, the Winged Horse,
is flying westward, upright if you
first face south and then look
overhead. This constellation is
marked by four bright stars that
form a large square. Often called
“The Great Square of Pegasus,”
these four stars are easy to pick
out, but only three of them are
actually in Pegasus. The north-
east star, Alpheratz, belongs to
the neighboring constellation of
Andromeda.

In Greek mythology, Pegasus
was sired by Poseidon, the god
of the sea. He roamed wild for
many years. The hero Bellero-
phon was advised by a seer to
sleep in the temple of Athena.
During the night, the goddess
told him where to find Pegasus
and presented him with a gold-

en bridle. The next morning,
Bellerophon found Pegasus at
a nearby spring as Athena had
predicted and used the golden
bridle to tame him.

The monstrous Chimera, a
fire-breathing creature with li-
on’s head and body which also
had a goat’s head in the middle
and a snake as a tail, had been
attacking cattle in Lycia. The
king ordered Bellerophon to
kill the Chimera, hoping that
the Chimera would kill Bellero-
phon instead. The hero mounted
Pegasus and flew high above the
Chimera. He fired an arrow from
far outside of Chimera’s lethal
range, killing it.

Bellerophon had other ad-
ventures until he tried to ride
Pegasus to Olympus, home of
the gods. Zeus was angered by
his hubris and sent a gadfly to
sting Pegasus. Pegasus bucked

=FYZICAL
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Did you know WATER
HAS THE POWER TO HEAL?

www.fyzical.com/las-cruces
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Pegasus, the Winged Horse, is overhead on December evenings. Four stars make up a large square
that makes it easy to spot in the sky. It is the seventh largest constellation, covering 1,121 square
degrees. It is a classical constellation, one of the 48 constellations listed in “The Almagest” written
by the second century Greek astronomer Ptolemy.

Bellerophon off his back and time serving Zeus, for which he
Bellerophon fell to his death. was placed in the sky. Later my-
Pegasus spent the rest of his thology replaced Bellerophon

with Perseus and his rescue of
Andromeda.

Pegasus has 177 stars brighter
than magnitude +6.5. The bright-
est of these is called Enif (Epsi-
lon Pegasi) at magnitude +2.4.
Enif is “nose” in Arabic, marking
Pegasus’s muzzle. Located 690
light-years away from us, this
star is a red giant going through
the final phase of its life, fusing
helium into heavier elements in
its core. The outpouring of ener-
gy pushes its surface out to 185
times that of our sun. One day
this over seven-solar-mass star
will probably die in a supernova
explosion.

In our experience, light trav-
els in straight lines. An object is
where it appears to be because
the light from the object travels
straight from the object to our
eye. But light can be bent by
many substances. Glass is used
to bend light passing through a
lens in a process called refrac-
tion. When the sun appears on
the horizon as it sets, it has ac-
tually already set, but our atmo-
sphere bends the light from the
sun so we can still see it.

STARRY DOME
continued on page 21
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e often make assump-
tions about people
based on their super-

ficial appearance, like how they
are dressed, the color of their
skin, their age, or even how ar-
ticulate they are in speaking. We
do the same with animals and
plants.

We tend to like cute, furry and
cuddly animals. Animals, like
snakes and insects, are often
stepped on, squashed, or killed
because we don'’t like their ap-
pearance. Even though many of
these animals are useful and im-
portant for our ecosystem. Most
often, our discrimination to-

22 YEARS IN OILVER CITY * SUSAN GOLIGHTLY

Mistaken Identity

Making assumptions could be a problem

wards people, animals and plants
is based on our unfamiliarity with
what is different from our expe-
rience. In other words, we make
assumptions about what is differ-
ent and unfamiliar. Assumptions
may be true or false, but most of-
ten, assumptions about anything
tend to be false.

Here is an example of how mak-
ing an assumption about an identi-
ty caused some painful grief.

When I was around 12 years
old, I was in the Boy Scouts. Our
troop was not like other troops.
We were all from East San Diego,
an “across the tracks” neighbor-
hood. The only boy who had a

complete uniform was the scout-
master’s son. The rest of us had
various parts of a uniform. Some
of us just had a neckerchief, oth-
ers had a shirt, some only had a
hat. We still went on hikes and
other adventures and even went
to a scout jamboree where we
ripped off the Coke machine.
One time on a hike I caught a
California Mountain Kingsnake
(Lampropeltis zonata). Its col-
oration mimics the coral snake,
which is deadly poisonous.
However, there are distinct
differences in body shape and
color patterns. I was totally
aware of these differences and

STARRY DOME
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The General Theory of Rela-
tivity, published by Albert Ein-
stein in 1916, predicted that
gravity can also bend light, but it
takes a really large mass to show
any bending. Starlight passing
near the sun will be bent by the
sun’s gravity. To prove relativity
was correct English astronomer
Arthur Eddington traveled to the
West African island of Principe
to observe the total solar eclipse
of May 29, 1919. Even though he
was photographing the eclipsed
sun through clouds, Eddington
managed to get an image that
showed a star near the sun’s
edge had been shifted by its
gravity exactly the amount rela-
tivity predicted.

But the sun is not the only
source of gravity. A galaxy has
a tremendous gravitational field.
Light passing a galaxy is bent just
like light passing the sun. When
a normal galaxy lines up with a
more distant quasi-stellar object
(QSO, also called a quasar), the
light from the QSO is bent as it
passes the normal galaxy. A QSO
is also a galaxy where the black
hole at its nucleus is pulling
in large amounts of surround-
ing matter which releases vast
amounts of light. This brilliant
light allows the QSO to be seen
from a great distance.

In Pegasus, QSO 2237+0305,
at a distance of 23 billion light-
years, is almost directly be-
hind the much closer normal
barred-spiral  galaxy (UZC
J224030.2+032131) which is at

a distance of 540 million light-
years. The light from the bril-
liant QSO is bent by the normal
galaxy, focusing it into five cop-
ies of the original image of the
QSO. Called the Einstein Cross,
four of the images form the arms
of the cross. The fifth image is
very dim at its center.

The Einstein Cross is tiny,
just 1.8 seconds-of-arc across.
It was discovered by American
astronomer John Huchra and
his co-workers in 1985 and it
is sometimes called Huchra’s
Lens. This gravitationally lensed
quasar is a rare object, but not
unique and it is an excellent ex-
ample of the Theory of Relativity
in action.

The Planets for December 2021

Mercury makes an appearance
in the evening sky during the last
half of this month. By the end
of the month, it will be eight
degrees above the west-south-
western horizon as it gets dark,
setting by 6:30 p.m. The Mes-
senger of the Gods’ disc will
be 78 percent illuminated and
5.9 seconds-of-arc across. The
magnitude -0.7 planet will travel
from southwestern Ophiuchus
to eastern Sagittarius during the
month.

Venus starts to wrap up its
visit to the evening sky this
month. Shining at magnitude
-4.6, it starts the month moving
eastward in eastern Sagittarius,
stopping on the 18th and then
turning back westward to end
the month a little north of where
it started. On Dec. 29, it passes
four degrees north of Mercury.

Calendar of Events — December 2021 (MST)
03 Midnight Venus greatest brightness

this apparition
04 12:43 am. New Moon

(Total solar eclipse in Antarctica)

First Quarter Moon

meteor shower peaks

Venus stands still

December Solstice — Winter begins
Last Quarter Moon

10 6:35 p.m.

14 Midnight Geminid
18 4 am.

18 9:35 p.m. Full Moon
21 8:59 am.

26 7:23 p.m.

29 3am.

Venus 4.3 degrees north

of Mercury

At midmonth, Venus’s disc is
49.5 seconds-of-arc across and
it is 16 percent illuminated. The
Goddess of Love is 17 degrees
above the southwestern horizon
as it gets dark, setting by 7:30
p.m.

Saturn is moving slowly east-
ward in western Capricornus,
shining at magnitude +0.7. It is
30 degrees above the southwest-
ern horizon as darkness falls,
setting around 8:30 p.m. The
Rings are 35.5 seconds-of-arc
across and they are tilted down
18.1 degrees with the northern
face showing. The Ringed Plan-
et’s disc is 15.6 seconds-of-arc
across at midmonth.

The King of the Planets is 41
degrees above the south-south-
western horizon as it gets dark.
It is moving slowly eastward
from eastern Capricornus into
western Aquarius. Jupiter’s disc
is 36.7 seconds-of-arc across as
it shines at magnitude -2.3. It
sets just before 10 p.m.

Mars rises around 5:15 a.m.,
reaching 13 degrees above the
southeastern horizon as dawn
breaks. This month, it moves
from central Libra, through the
northern panhandle of Scorpi-
us and into western Ophiuchus.
The God of War’s disc is just 3.9
seconds-of-arc across, shining at
magnitude +1.6.

On Dec. 21, the Earth reach-
es the point in its orbit where
its northern polar axis reaches
its maximum tilt away from the
sun. This places the sun as far
south in our sky as it will be all
year and marks the beginning of
astronomical winter. Meteoro-
logical winter began on Dec. 1
and runs to the end of February.
Bundle up to take advantage of
the long winter nights to star-
gaze and “keep watching the

Sky. ”

An amateur astronomer for
more than 45
years, Bert
Stevens 1s
co-director of
Desert Moon
Observatory i
Las Cruces.

had no doubt it was a moun-
tain kingsnake. My scoutmaster
went into panic mode and insist-
ed that it was a coral snake. No
matter how much I explained
about the difference between
the two snakes, he would not
listen. Because the snake had
bitten me when I picked it up,
the scoutmaster felt the need to
demonstrate the use of a snake
bite kit on me.

He preceded to cut “X” s on
my thumb, where it bit me, and
other parts of my hand. I still
have the scars sixty-some years
later. Then he put suction cups
on the cuts to suck out the ven-

om. It was quite painful. Mean-
while, I was still holding the live
kingsnake. After the scoutmas-
ter had put suction cups on my
hand, he cut the head off the
kingsnake against my protests.
Perhaps, this is one of the rea-
sons mountain kingsnakes are
critically endangered.

This event took place back
around 1955. Since then, most
people have learned that snake
bite kits are totally useless. They
don’t remove the venom, and
the kits may cause serious dam-
age to the victim of a poisonous

IDENTITY
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nother holiday season is
upon us. Maybe, a happi-
r one with fewer masks

than last year, but I'd say most
of us feel 2021 was just as chal-
lenging as 2020. It does feel like
we can at least see a corner out
there, even if we haven't been
able to turn it quite yet to head
into a better future.

I feel fortunate about my life
with horses over the past year.
I've had a chance to work with
some great new students in oth-
er parts of New Mexico, eager
to learn better ways to be with
horses. I've handled some neat
horses, including a few breeds
that were new to me, even an
Australian brumby, rescued and
moved to the U.S. from The Out-
back. I ventured to the northern
part of N.M. to do a private clin-
ic with some very interesting
and committed horse people.

TALKING HORSES o 5CoTT THOMSON

Holiday Wishes

Things To Do Better for All Horses and Riders

Even my own horses have made
giant strides in maturity and all-
around skills, despite sometimes
inconsistent teaching based on
my time constraints.

What I've seen throughout the
year has motivated me to offer
some holiday wishes that hope-
fully carry over well into the fu-
ture for all horse lovers.

e For the people that breed to
sell horses, or for anyone trying
to sell a horse, I wish you would
step back from the desire to
make a sale and pocket some
cash, and think hard about your
responsibility for the future of
that horse and the rider standing
in front of you with the check-
book open. Ask yourself is this
the right marriage of horse and
human, because if it isn’t, you're
setting the stage for an unhappy
life for the horse as well as dis-
appointment, frustration or even

injury for the human.

¢ During 2021 in almost every
case I was trying to help some-
one who simply had the wrong
horse — not necessarily a bad
horse, just the wrong one. May-
be the horse was too young and
green for the owner’s level of
experience or the wrong breed
or temperament for the owner’s
riding interest. In some cases,
the horse was simply too big, too
small, too fast or too slow for a
particular rider. To me, it would
really help everyone in the world
of horses if breeders and sellers,
who know what they have for
a horse, would take the time to
evaluate their potential buyers
and the likelihood of success for
pairing this horse with that buy-
er. | wish for a little less greed
and a little more thought about
the part you play in the future of
that horse you're selling and the

person buying the horse.

e When I bought my beauti-
ful Morgan mare 3 years ago,
the breeder and I sat for sever-
al hours discussing my training
methods and philosophy, where
I was in my riding life, my goals
for this horse, my age, my busi-
ness, etc. before we even went
to the barn to meet the horse.
The breeder watched carefully
as I handled and rode the horse.
She paid a lot of attention to all
the little things I did. I was go-
ing to be the mare’s first owner
and it was very important to the
breeder that it was the right fit
for me and this young, green
horse that she obviously loved.
She clearly had turned away lots
of potential buyers for her hors-
es over the years, as she should.
I wish it was like this for every
sale.

e For all the trainers, the real

professionals, the under-the-ra-
dar talents, even the ones who
are at best questionable, I wish
we would all take a bit more
time to really get to know our
students and their horses, and
to set more realistic objectives
with timelines to match. Let’s be
less concerned about how we
can make their horses look and
how best to enhance our reputa-
tions and line our pockets, and
instead focus on building bet-
ter horsemen and women who
are working within their actual
skill levels. Devote more time
to teaching the basics of how a
horse actually learns, a true in-
dependent seat and defensive
riding skills for this often-dan-
gerous sport.

e ['ve felt sorry for many of

HORSES
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snake bite. Do you think you
could remove the Covid vaccine
after getting a shot by applying
suction to the site? Trying to re-
move injected venom is the same
thing. The venom has immedi-

ately spread through the body’s
tissues and capillaries. There is
no glob of poison waiting to be
extracted. Get to a doctor!

Even back then, the mountain
kingsnake was somewhat rare.
I was going to give the snake
to the San Diego Zoo. The San
Diego Zoo was like a collective

mentor for me while growing up.
I went to the Zoo often. I would
use the Zoo library and spend
time with the various curators.
Dr. Chuck Shaw was the cura-
tor of herpetology, the study of
reptiles, and we often discussed
reptiles together. The kingsnake
would have been a great addi-

Find your
opportunity!

Desert Exposure seeks a go-getter to

generate marketing sales.

The right person will work with local businesses
to market themselves in this 25-year-old publication.
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for a great opportunity as an independent contractor,
contact publisher Richard Coltharp
at richard@lascrucesbulletin.com or 575-526-4712.
Desert Exposure is an equal opportunity employer.

tion to the reptile house. Es-
pecially if the two snakes, the
mountain king snake and the
coral snake were displayed side
by side. Sadly, partly because of
mistaken identity, the mountain
kingsnake has become an en-
dangered species.

Our assumptions about things
come from our personal expe-
riences. Many, if not most, of
our assumptions about people,
places, and things that we are
not familiar with, are based on
hearsay, gossip, or secondhand
knowledge. Few Americans have
lived in other countries, so most
Americans have assumptions
about other countries based on
hearsay or indirect knowledge.
For example, very few Mexican
citizens want to come to the
United States. Most Mexicans
love their country and would not
want to live anywhere else even
if they had the opportunity.

I have spent some time in sev-
eral different countries — Gua-
temala, Mexico, Israel, France,
Spain, and Romania, where I
have found that the citizens of
these countries love their coun-
try. Yes, many of these countries
have their problems. And, like in
the US, their citizens are trying
their best to fix them.

Mistaken identities are based
on false assumptions. We often
assume insects and spiders are
dangerous when only a very
few are dangerous. We often
assume snakes are dangerous,
but, again, only a very few are

dangerous. We often assume
people with black or brown skin
are dangerous, but only a very
few are dangerous. On the oth-
er hand, we assume people with
white skin are safe when many
white-skinned people can be
dangerous.

In other words, we fear that
which is different. Instead of
taking time to learn about what
is different and make it famil-
iar, we shun it and perpetuate
false assumptions which lead
to mistaken identities. We judge
the world through our own tiny
experiences. If we don’t under-
stand something, why can’t we
at least give the benefit of the
doubt?

When we act on assumptions,
truth gets squashed like a bug.
I don’t know of any wars that
have started when people have
taken the time to question their
assumptions and to learn to
know and love their neighbors.

Susan
Golightly
stays active
riding her
bicycles. She
earned both
a BA and an
MA from Western New Mexico
Unaversity. Both times she was
valedictorian, the first time

as a man and the second time
as a woman. She has lived all
over the country and has had
more than her share of life
changing experiences.
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Bill's Excellent Adventure

Local hiking group makes up names for every trall

h, the Ocaotillo hikers and

their made-up names!

There’s Cupcake’s Conon-
drum, Two and Three Dog Can-
yon (but no One Dog Canyon!),
and so many more funny trail
names that only the insider will
recognize. Which might be one
of the reasons they do this. Also,
because they are a really fun
bunch of people. And there is al-
ways a great story connected to
those names.

They also come up with names
for some of their people in the
group. At some point, they had
way too many Bobs hiking, so
they proceeded to choose nick-
names for them to keep them
apart: Bad Toe Bob and Rob
Bob, and some more I cannot re-
call. I am eternally grateful to be
the only Gabriele in the group.

Finally, they have some weird

M“NM sda i )

Hikers on the descent into Achenbach Canyon. (Photo by

Gabriele Teich)

tricks up their sleeves. To treat
a knee, sore from hiking, they
place a banana peel on the
spot for a while. The potassium
supposedly gives superhuman
strength. Whoa! Who knew?

I started hiking with them
again now that it got cooler. One
of the first outings I joined was
“Bill's Excellent Adventure” -
and a fun one it was.

Since the group is located in

valley, over some hills and final-
ly drop into Achenbach Canyon

ADVENTURE
continued on page 24

and around Las Cruces, most of
their hikes are in that area. This
one is no exception. We started
out at the Soledad Canyon park-
ing lot at the end of Soledad Can-
yon Road, which runs parallel to
Dripping Springs Road towards
the Organ Mountains. Very soon
(a few hundred yards) into the
hike, take the first trail that veers
off to the right (south) away from
the main trail towards the water-
fall. Follow that way until you
come to a gate which you climb
and continue on the other side.
As the trail/dirt road leads down-
hill, keep your eyes out for a nar-
row trail in the grass on the right.
If you come to an old homestead,
you've gone too far. But that
might be an interesting hiking
destination in its own right.

The narrow trail in the grass
will lead gently up a wide-open

La Casa, Inc.

If you or a loved
one are a victim
of domestic

HORSES
continued from page 22

the people I've met who were
working with trainers and trying
to do things way beyond their
abilities or even their knowl-
edge of what they were trying
to do and why. In every case, I
saw horses that were frustrat-
ed, confused or uncomfortable
from owners who were asking
for things under the direction of
a trainer where many if not all of
the basic prerequisites for horse
and rider had been skipped. 1
wish we’d accept it’s not about
us, it’s about our students and
their horses and creating better
horse people for the good of the
horse community in general. We
should be more willing to say no
to a student who wants to run
before they can walk, even if it
hits us hard in the pocketbook.
At the end of the day most of
what happens with horses rests

on the shoulders of the owners
and riders. For the health and
wellbeing of their horses, their
own safety as well as the safety
of other riders, boarders, their
vets and farriers and the public
in general who share the land
and trails with us, I wish more
owners would take the time to
become better all-around horse
people. The instant self-centered
world we live in these days is the
exact opposite of the attitude
you should bring to the barn.
Horses need more from you
than just being an animal you
ride when you have the time.
They're curious high-level ath-
letes that need mental and phys-
ical stimulation beyond just
carrying you around. They need
to be taught in ways that make
sense to them so they learn
how to exist in our world. They
need owners that are constantly
looking around for hazards or
dangerous situations the way an

Victor A. Nwachuku, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology

1618 E. Pine St.

Silver City, NM 88061
Phone (575) 388-1561
Fax (575) 388-9952

Gail Stamler, C.N.M.
[

www.cassiehealthcenter.com

Michelle Diaz, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology

|
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HEALTH

CENTER

rFOR WOMIEN

mustum

Open
Monday Hhrough Seturday
10 am %o 4 pm

4100 Dripping Springs Road ¢ Las Cruces, NM 88011
(575) 522-4100 www.nmfarmandranchmuseum.org

alpha mare protects a herd. They
need owners who can do more
than just ride them.

What I really wish for during
this holiday season and beyond
is for owners to be more honest
with themselves about their real
level of skill, their actual knowl-
edge of the nature and needs of
the horse and what it takes to
be good with horses. If we had
more owners that looked at
themselves through more crit-
ical lenses, there would be far
fewer with the wrong horses,
there would be fewer but better
trainers who would put the rid-
ers and the horses first and there
would be fewer riders in the ER.

More importantly, there would
be more happy and healthy hors-
es out there, fewer unwanted
horses filling up every rescue in
the country and fewer ex-riders
who gave up way too quickly
because the dream didn’'t match
the reality.

'---

25% OFF Regular Price on
Everything that Fits in a WBU Bag*

*Valid only at Las Cruces Wild Birds Unlimited. One bag per person/day.
Offer not valid on previous purchases, gift cards, optics, DSC memberships or sale
items. Items must fit fully inside our designated WBU shopping bag and may not >
extend beyond the bag handles. Offer valid in-store and on-line at wbu.com/Iascruces, i . At
11/20 to 11/28/21. Curbside and Delivery Available

violence, call us.

Those are things any horse Las Cruces
person could wish for. 24/7/365
800.376.2272
Scott Thomson 575.526.9513
lives in 800 S. Walnut
Silver City Las Cruces, NM 88001
and teaches
Zgﬁg;‘fmsmp Anthony, NM office
575.882.3008
and 325 1st Street
Soundation

Anthony, NM 88021

traiming. You can contact him
at hsthomson@msn.com or

575-388-1830. To Donate,

visit www.lacasainc.org

<) Marie C. Weil, PsyD, ABPP
:a arie ell, Fsyu,

Clinical Psychologist/Psicéloga Clinica
Board Certified in Clinical Health Psychology
Silver City, New Mexico (575)342-1236

Website: MarieCWeilPsyD.com
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ur border tour actually
begins in Hatch as we
work our way to Pepe’s

Cantina on the west edge of
town where we meet Pedro, a
migrant from Guatemala. When
I first met him in March, he was
in the Tesoro de Oro shelter in

ACRO55 THE BORDER. « MORGAN SMITU

A Border Tour

Checking up on our neighbors to the south

Palomas with broken bones in
his feet from having fallen off
the border wall and it looked
like he would be sent back to
Guatemala as soon as he could
walk. A very grim situation.
Thanks, however, to volunteers
from Palomas and Deming, espe-

yorubiipn g
N
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AUTO CLINIC

Located 1810 South Ridge Rd., Silver City, NM next to Chevron

call...
575-538-0850

cially Sandra Magallanes, he has
been able to return to the US, is
getting good medical treatment
and is staying in Hatch under the
care of Corina Barrera, her son,
Thomas, and their family. This is
truly a miracle for Pedro and an
extraordinary testament to hu-
manitarians like Magallanes and
the Barrera family.

We then drive past Sunland
Park, New Mexico to the bor-
der wall that separates it from
Anapra and visit briefly with the
Mexicans who live in this very
impoverished area. I give them
money for the right to take their
photos; One boy, Victor says
he’ll show me how to climb the
wall for an extra dollar and up
he goes.

Crossing the border at Santa
Teresa in mid-afternoon, we see
none of the Mixteca Indians who
are usually there, trying to sell
snacks and trinkets to make a
living. For years, I have been giv-
ing them cash for photos as well
as bags of used clothing that

Francisco and Fernando with their photos, Fernando’s nephew in
the middle. (Photos by Morgan Smith)

they can use or sell; they know
my car and always come rushing
over but now there is no one.
Then a detour to Anapra for
a photo op at a “desponchado-
ra” or tire repair shop along the
main roadway. Fernando, the
owner, has had this shop for 40
years and Francisco has always
been his assistant. This is “drive-
by photography,” meaning that

I see someone unusual, stop,
strike up a conversation and ask
for permission to take photos.
In this case, I've been return-
ing to bring them prints which,
for Fernando or Fernie, is lots
of laughs. Francisco just looks
puzzled. However, driving along

BORDER
continued on page 25

Trantula crossing. (Photos by Gabriele Teich)

View towards town from Achenbach

Canyon.

ADVENTURE
continued from page 23

(off Ladera Canyon Road), one
valley over to the south from
where the cars are parked. Smart
people would stage a shuttle car
there before the hike. So glad to
hike with a smart bunch. Thank
you, Jerry! It’s a quick drive back
to Soledad Canyon from there
and the whole hike took less
than three hours. Home in time
for lunch.

I have yet to find out who Bill
is, but an excellent adventure it
was. [ will keep you posted when
I find out more.

Hike on!

Of German
origin,
Gabriele Teich
has called Las
Cruces home
Jor more than
20 years —

(575) 201-3744 | 5321 N HIGHWAY 28 LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO

"AMERICA’'S OLDEST WINE REGION"
WWW.RIOGRANDEWINERY.COM

and loved every minute of i,
hiking the mountains in the
mmediate surrounding area
and all over this beauliful state.
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BORDER
continued from page 24

this main roadway that leads
into Juarez is also a good way
to measure business activity and
see how the economy is doing.

To the south on the highway
from Juarez westward to Casas
Grandes, we stop for a Guar-
dia Nacional checkpoint where
about 20 soldiers await us. This
is part of the plan of Mexico’s
President, Andrés Manual Lopez
Obrador, (better known as
AMLO), to send 1,500 members
of the Guardia Nacional to the
Juarez area to bring down the
horrendous murder rate. There
were 650 murders in Juarez in
the first five months of 2021
compared to only 213 in the
much larger New York City in its
first 6 months.

A few weeks earlier, I went
through a similar checkpoint
near Fernando’s desponchado-
ra. Is this an effective strategy?
Aren’t the murders taking place
within the city rather than out
here on the edges? Isn’t the issue
the need for better police work,
not soldiers who have no police
training?

After a great deal of negotiat-
ing, one of the officers allows me
to take pictures, then escorts me
across the highway and back to
my car.

Victor climbing the wall
between Anapra and Sunland
Park for an extra dollar.

Viridiana “Viri” Torres

We then leave oranges and
apples at a school for Tarahu-
mara Indians. The first time we
did this, these kids acted like
they had never seen an orange
before.

Nearby Vision in Action is a
mental asylum started some 26
years ago by a former addict
named José Antonio Galvan. Al-
though, with about 120 patients,
it's the largest facility for the
mentally ill in Juarez, it receives
almost no government support.
For the last decade, I've been
visiting at least once a month (
until Covid), bringing food and
clothing, documenting Galvan’s
work and raising money. We re-
cently completed a housing unit
for eight women patients who
have dementia and deserved to
be housed apart from the male
patients and it has worked out
beautifully. One patient, a slen-
der woman named Socorro,
looks 10 years younger and is
much more animated and cheer-
ful than she had been before.

Viridiana “Viri” Torres, who
is in charge of the facility in
the absence of Pastor Galvan,
is technically a patient and has
struggled with mental issues
her whole life but, as Galvan
discovered soon after she was
brought to Vision in Action six
years ago, she is not only skilled
with numbers and adept at keep-
ing the financial records but she
had innate leadership qualities
and a sense of the needs of the
program, in particular the needs
of the women. We have raised
money for another women'’s unit
— 20 patients this time — and Viri

gives us a tour and a progress
report. I never imagined that I
would be involved in managing
a construction project in Juarez,
Mexico but that’s life.

From Juarez, it’s a long drive
down the narrow highway to
El Entronque and then north
to Palomas where we cross the
border and then Deming where
we spend the night.

The next morning, we walk
across the border at Palomas for
the highlight of our tour which
is a visit with Border Partners,
a non-profit that was organized
in November 2008 and that plays
a dominant role in Palomas and
the surrounding area with a huge
array of programs including:

e Training “promotoras,” who
can provide basic medical care,
particularly for pregnant wom-
en.

e Health fairs and exercise
classes.

¢ Providing masks and school
supplies for students.

e A home garden program.

e The installation of comput-
ers in the schools and the provi-
sion of computer classes.

¢ Delivering hot meals to iso-
lated seniors and the disabled.

We meet Juan Rascon, their
Palomas representative, and

~. Mesilla Book Genter

+ Books about the West, Mexico, horses,
cowboys, Native Americans & More

« Children's books & Toys
B «Gifts &more
Some of the best books never make the bestseller fists’

On the Plaza « (575) 526-6220

Tue-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm
Sun 1 pm-5 pm, Closed Mon

Melissa Reyes, the general man-
ager, as they and their staff are
loading three trucks for a deliv-
ery of food to three tiny towns
to the south, E1 Modelo, El En-
tronque and Victoria. Twice
a month, they make this trip,
bringing 100 containers loaded
with basics like potatoes, beans,
noodles, eggs, flour, instant milk,
toilet paper, cans of barley for
soup, hand wipes. This time they
also have school supplies and
T-shirts for the kids.

Our truck goes to El Entron-
que where a line of recipients
has formed, all wearing masks.
It's an emotional moment as
Border Partners fills in for a gov-
ernment that is absent. By early

afternoon, we're headed back
to Santa Fe, deeply moved, as
always, by the opportunity to
visit with the volunteers who are
helping Pedro in Hatch recover
from his fall, the Tarahumara
school, Pastor Galvan and Viri
at Vision in Action, plus Melissa
and Juan and their leadership at
Border Partners. They may not
make the headlines but they do
make an enormous difference in
the lives of those who live along
the border.

Morgan Smith has been
writing about border issues
Jor many years. He can be
reached at Morgan-smith@
comcast.net.

Las Cruces Transportation

YOUR RIDE.

YOUR WAY.

Las Cruces Shuttle — Taxi
Charter — Courier
Veteran Owned and Operated
Since 1985.

Call us to make
a reservation today!

We are Covid-19 Safe-Practice Compliant

Call us at 800-288-1784
or for more details
visit www.lascrucesshuttle.com

50+ Seniors still
got GAME!

New Mexico Senior Olympics

Ernesto Ramos State Summer Games - Las Cruces NM

June 8-11th, 2022

41st Annual State Summer Games
Limited Menu of Events due to COVID-19 « 18 Sports will be offered

= Largest multi-sport event for Seniors 50+
Athletes compete in 5-year age divisions
50-54, 55-59, 60-64.... 95+

Open registration - no pre-qualifying required
Online registration opens January '22

$60 registration entry fee for 1-5 sports
Campus housing and dining will be available

’22 Summer Games is a qualifying event for the
'23 National Senior Games scheduled for Pittsburgh, PA.

Visit www.nmseniorolympics.org for Game Schedule in early '22

“You don't stap plaging because you grow old, you grow ol because you Sty plaging!
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Red or Green? is Desert Exposure’s guide
to dining in southwest New Mexico. We are
in the process of updating and modifying
these listings. We are asking restaurants to
pay a small fee for listing their information.
Restaurant advertisers already on contract
with Desert Exposure receive a free listing.
For other establishments, listings with
essential information will be $36 a year and
expanded listings, up to 10 lines, will be
$48 a year. To buy a listing in Red or Green?,

contact Pam Rossi at pam@lascrucesbulle-
tin.com or 575-635-6614.

We emphasize non-national-chain
restaurants with sit-down, table service.
With each listing, we include a brief cate-
gorization of the type of cuisine plus what
meals are served: B=Breakfast; L=Lunch;
D=Dinner. Unless otherwise noted, restau-
rants are open seven days a week. Call for
exact hours, which change frequently. All
phone numbers are area code 575 except

as specified.

Though every effort has been made to
make these listings complete and up to
date, errors and omissions are inevitable
and restaurants may make changes after
this issue goes to press. That’s why we urge
you to help us make Red or Green? even
better. Drop a note to Red or Green? c/o
Desert Exposure, 1740-A Calle de Mercado,
Las Cruces, NM 88005, or email editor@
desertexposure.com. Bon appétit!

Southwest New Mexico’s

Best Restaurant Guide

Update of open restaurants and services being offered.

*= Open; C/S = Curb Side; DEL = Delivery; D/T = Drive Through;
P = Patio; T/O = Take Out

GRANT COUNTY
Silver City

ADOBE SPRINGS CAFE, 619 N.
Bullard St., 538-3665. Breakfast
items, burgers, sandwiches: Sunday
BL,allweek BLD.
BIRDWELL'’S VINTAGE VIBES,
808 N. Bullard St. 956-6467.
CACTUS JACK’S, 1307 N. Pope St.
538-5042. Gluten-free, healthy gro-
ceries, grill fast foods and beverages.
Monday to Friday B L D, Saturday
and Sunday L.
CAFE 0SO AZUL AT BEAR MOUN-
TAIN LODGE, 60 Bear Mountain
Ranch Road, 538-2538. B L, special
D by reservation only.
CHINESE PALACE, 1010 Highway
180E, 538-9300. Chinese: Monday to
Friday L D.
CORNER KITCHEN, 300 S Bullard
St., 590-2603.
COURTYARD CAFE, 1313 E 32nd
St., Gila Regional Medical Center,
538-4094. American: B L.
DIANE’S BAKERY & DELI, The Hub,
Suite A, 601 N. Bullard St., 534-9229.
Artisan breads, pastries, sandwiches,
deli: Monday to Saturday B L early D,
Sunday L.
DON JUAN’S BURRITOS, 418 Silver
Heights Blvd., 538-5440. Mexican: B L.
EINSTEIN BROS BAGELS, 1000 W.
College Ave., 538-6555.
DRIFTER PANCAKE HOUSE, 711
Silver Heights Blvd., 538-2916.
Breakfast, American: B L, breakfast
served throughout.

FORREST’S PIZZA, 601 N. Bullard
St., Unit J. 388-1225. Tuesday to
Friday L D, slices until 7 p.m.

FRY HOUSE, 601 N. Bullard St. Suite
C. 388-1964. Seven days L, Sunday
L,D.

GIL-A BEANS COFFEE SHOP, 1304
N. Bennett St., 538-2239. Monday to
Saturday 8 a.m.-noon.

GOLDEN STAR, 1602 Silver Heights
Blvd., 388-2323. Chinese: L D
GRINDER MILL, 403 W. Colege Ave.,
538-3366. Mexican: B L D.

JALISCO CAFE, 103 S. Bullard

St., 388-2060. Mexican. Monday to
Saturday L D Sunday B.

JAVALINA COFFEE HOUSE, 117
Market St., 388-1350. Coffeehouse.
KOUNTRY KITCHEN, 1700 Moun-
tain View Road, 388-4512. Mexican:
Tuesday to Saturday B L D.

LA COCINA RESTAURANT, 201 W.
College Ave., 388-8687. Mexican: L D.
LA FAMILIA MEXICAN RESTAU-
RANT, 503 N. Hudson St., 388-4600.
Mexican: Tuesday to Sunday B L D.
LA MEXICANA RESTAURANT, 1105
Tom Foy Blvd., 534-0142. Mexican
and American: B L.

LITTLE TOAD CREEK BREWERY

& DISTILLERY, 200 N. Bullard St.,
956-6144. Burgers, wings, salads,
fish, pasta, craft beers and cock-
tails: Monday to Sunday L D.

MI CASITA, 2340 Bosworth Drive,
538-5533. New Mexican cuisine:
Monday to Thursday L, Friday L D.
MINT CHIP CREAMERY, 2340 601

/’ ¥

-

N. Bullard St. in the Hub
575-597-8272.

PRETTY SWEET EMPORIUM, 312
N. Bullard St., 322-2422. Dessert,
ice cream: Monday to Saturday.
Q’S SOUTHERN BISTRO, 101 E.
College Ave., 534-4401. American,
steaks, barbecue, brewpub: Tues-
day to Saturday L D.

REVEL, 304 N. Bullard St., 388-4920.
Elevated comfort food. Weekdays LD,
weekends BD, closed Wednesdays.
SILVER BOWLING CENTER CAFE,
2020 Memory Lane, 538-3612.
American, Mexican, hamburgers:
Daily L D.

SUNRISE ESPRESSO, 1530 N.
Hudson St., 388-2027. Coffee shop:
Monday to Saturday B L, early D.
TASTE OF VEGAS, 303 E. 13th St,,
534-9404. Daily L.
TRANQUILBUZZ COFFEE HOUSE
300 N. Arizona St.

575-654-2057.

WRANGLER’S BAR & GRILL, 2005
Hwy. 180E, 538-4387. Steak, burg-
ers, appetizers, salads: L D.

W&Z ASIAN BISTRO AND SUSHI
BAR 1740 US HWY 180
575-956-6219

Bayard
EL BURRITO CALIENTE
106 Hurley Ave., 575-537-3967
FIDENCIO’S TACO SHOP
1108 Tom Foy Blvd.
M & A BAYARD CAFE
1101 N. Central Ave., 575-537-2251

SPANISH CAFE
106 Central Ave., 575-537-2640
Cliff
TAMMY’S CAFE 8414 Highway 180,
575-535-4800.
DUCK CREEK CAFE, U.S. Highway
180, Cliff, 535-4500. Visit Duck Creek
Café on Facebook.RVs/Big Rigs
welcome, Wednesday to Saturday
LD, Sunday LD. “Bring home cooking
to your table”
Hurley
THE PATIO 100 Cortez Ave., 575-
537-4938
Mimbres
RESTAURANT DEL SOL 2674
Highway 35, San Lorenzo, 575-536-
3140.

Pinos Altos
BUCKHORN SALOON AND OP-
ERA HOUSE 32 Main St., 575-538-
9911

DONA ANA COUNTY
Las Cruces & Mesilla

ABRAHAM’S BANK TOWER
RESTAURANT, 500 S. Main St. 434,
523-5911. American: Monday to
Friday B L.
ANDELE’S DOG HOUSE, 1983 Calle
del Norte, 526-1271. Mexican plus
hot dogs, burgers, quesadillas: B L D.
ANDELE RESTAURANTE, 1950
Calle del Norte, 526-9631. Mexican:
Monday B L, Tuesday to Sunday B L D.
AQUA REEF, 141 N. Roadrunner
Parkway, 522-7333. Asian, sushi: LD.
THE BEAN, 2011 Avenida de Mesilla,
527-5155. Coffeehouse.
A BITE OF BELGIUM, 741 N. Ala-
meda St. No. 16, 527-2483, www.
abiteofbelgium.com. Belgium and
American food: Daily B L.
BOBA CAFE, 1900 S. Espina St.,
Ste. 8, 647-5900. Sandwiches, sal-
ads, casual fare, espresso: Monday
to Saturday L D.
BRAVO’S CAFE, 3205 S. Main St.,
526-8604. Mexican: Tuesday to
Sunday B L.
BURGER NOOK, 1204 E. Madrid
Ave., 523-9806. Outstanding green-
chile cheeseburgers. Tuesday to
Saturday L D.
BURRITOS VICTORIA, 1295 El
Paseo Road, 541-5534. Burritos: B L
D. Now serving beer.
CAFE DON FELIX, 2290 Calle de
Parian, 652-3007. Mexican, street
tacos, mini-burgers: Wednesday to
Saturday L D, Sunday brunch only 10
a.m.to 6 p.m.

CHACH/I’S RESTAURANT, 2460 S.
Locust St.-A, 522-7322. Mexican: B L
D., 505 Joe Gutierrez St., Dofia Ana.
CHILITOS, 2405 S. Valley Drive, 526-
4184. Mexican: Monday to Saturday
BLD.

CHILITOS, 3850 Foothills Road Ste.
10, 532-0141. Mexican: B L D.
DAY’S HAMBURGERS, 245 N. Main
St., 523-8665. Burgers: Monday to
Saturday L D.

PECAN GRILL & BREWERY, 500 S.
Telshor Blvd., 521-1099. Pecan-
smoked meats, sandwiches, steaks,
seafood, craft beers: L D.
DELICIAS DEL MAR, 1401 El
Paseo Road, 524-2396. Mexican,
seafood: B L D.

DICK’S CAFE, 2305 S. Valley Drive,
524-1360. Mexican, burgers: Sunday
B L, Monday to Saturday B L D
DION’S PIZZA, 3950 E. Lohman
Ave. 521-3434. 1060 El Paseo Rd -
623-2321. Pizza: L D.

DOUBLE EAGLE, 2355 Calle de
Guadalupe, 523-6700. Southwest-
ern, steaks, seafood: L D, Sun.
champagne brunch buffet.

EL SOMBRERO PATIO CAFE, 363
S. Espina St., 524-9911. Mexican: L D.
ENRIQUE’S MEXICAN FOOD,
830 W. Picacho Ave., 647-0240.
Mexican: B L D.

FARLEY’S, 3499 Foothills Road,
522-0466. Pizza, burgers, Ameri-
can, Mexican: L D.

FIDENCIO’S, 800 S. Telshor Blvd.,
532-5624. Mexican: B L D.

THE GAME BAR & GRILL, 2605 S.
Espina St., 524-GAME. Sports bar
and grill: L D.

THE GAME II: EXTRA INNINGS
SPORTS BAR & GRILL, 4131
Northrise Drive, 373-4263, Live
music on weekends. American,
Southwest, now serving weekend
brunch 10 a.m. Saturdays and
Sundays: L D.

MEZCLA, 705 S. Telshor Blvd. (Ho-
tel Encanto), 532-4277. Mexican:
BLD.

GO BURGER DRIVE-IN, Home

of the Texas Size Burrito, 1008 E.
Lohman Ave. , Las Cruces, NM
88005, 524-9251. Monday - Satur-
day, 7 a.m. - 3 p.m. Specializing in
relleno burritos and other mexican
food.

GOLDEN STAR CHINESE FAST
FOOD, 1420 El Paseo Road, 523-
2828. Chinese: L D.

GRANDY’S COUNTRY COOKING,

304 N. Bullard St.

WORLD'S FAVORITE
ROASTED & FROZEN
GREEN CHILES!

Silver City, NM

A Family Tradition

575.993.2441
- B— . 1447 Certified Place
- 4 Hevel.cy Bldg B1 E OrganicChiles.com

]

Open M-F 8am-6pm s
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TABLE TALK  MIKE cool

Boutique Bistro at Beck's Coffee

Willow + Blaine offers garden to table service

eck’s Roasting House and
B Creamery has an exciting
new neighbor in Las Cru-

ces’ Mesquite Historic District.

Beck’s owners Tyrell Thack-
er and Arianna Parsons have
opened Willow + Blaine Bou-
tique Garden to Table Wine
Bar & Bistro in the 91-year-old
brick building right next door to
Beck’s at 118 N. Mesquite St.

The name comes from Thack-
er’s and Parsons’ middle names.

The city’s first “boutique bis-
tro” is accepting reservations for
lunch and dinner (it also has a
happy hour) opened Sept. 4 af-
ter extensive renovations inside
and out since Thacker and Par-
sons bought it in January 2020.

“It was a lot of work,” said
Parsons, who is the former exec-
utive director of the Downtown
Las Cruces Partnership.

The couple had planned to
open the bistro last fall, but wait-
ed a year because of Covid, she

The interior of Willow + Blaine
Boutique Garden to Table Wine
Bar & Bistro. (Photo courtesy
of Arianna Parsons)

Left to right are Willow + Blaine owners Tyrell Thacker and
Arianna Parsons, chef Sam Parsons, events and catering
coordinator Ayana Jordan and bar manager Michael Young.

said.

The enlarged kitchen will
serve both Willow + Blaine and
Beck’s Natural Foods Café that
is part of the coffee house next
door, Parsons said. Catering will
also be available.

Many of the bistro’s vegeta-
bles and herbs are grown in its
outdoor garden. A signature
dish, the Caprese salad, for ex-
ample, includes the garden’s
atomic grape tomatoes and heir-
loom basil, Parsons said, along
with mozzarella cheese and a
blueberry vinaigrette reduction.

The garden’s 16 raised beds
will also grow cucumbers,
beans, potatoes, carrots and oth-
er culinary herbs and colorful
flowers. The outdoor area also
has olive and fig trees and will
soon be home to a glass conser-
vatory. The outdoor patio has
four tables.

The bistro bar features Old
World wines, Parsons said, and
has nearly 900 bottles in stock.

The bar menu will also a variety
of Prohibition-era cocktails, she
said, including a house Moscow
Mule and a French 77, along
with other “really unique and
beautiful cocktails.”

Willow + Blaine offers “a real-
ly versatile space,” Parsons said.
The 2,500 square-foot building
seats up to 70 and will be avail-
able for bridal parties, showers,
corporate events, holiday gath-
erings and other special events,
in addition to lunch, dinner and
happy hour.

Parsons said the house was
famous in its day for lavish hol-
iday decorations, a tradition she
and Thacker intend to revive.
They are also looking forward to
the bistro being a big part of the
growing Mesquite neighborhood
experience that includes galler-
ies, shops, dining and coffee.

Much of the interior design
work for Willow + Blaine was
done by Jamie Langan of Studio
Langan in Las Cruces, Parsons

1345 El Paseo Road, 526-4803.
American: B L D. D/TT/O
HABANERO’S 600 E. Amador Ave.,
524-1829. Fresh Mexican: B L D.
HACIENDA DE MESILLA, 1803
Avenida de Mesilla, 652-4953.
Steaks, barbecue, seafood, sand-
wiches, salads, pasta: L D. HIGH
DESERT BREWING COMPANY,
1201 W. Hadley Ave., 525-6752. Brew
pub: LD. JOSEFINA'S OLD GATE
CAFE, 2261 Calle de Guadalupe,
525-2620. Pastries, soups, salads,
sandwiches: Monday to Thursday L,
Friday to Sunday B L.

KEVA JUICE, 1001 E. University
Ave., 522-4133. Smoothies, frozen
yogurt: BLD.

LA NUEVA CASITA CAFE, 195 N.
Mesquite St., 523-5434. Mexican and
American: B L.

LA POSTA RESTAURANT DE
MESILLA, 2410 Calle de San Albino,
524-3524. Mexican, steakhouse: L D,
Saturday, Sunday and holidays also B.
LAS TRANCAS, 1008 S. Solano
Drive, 524-1430. Mexican, steaks,
burgers, fried chicken: L D, Satur-
day and Sunday also B.

LE RENDEZ-VOUS CAFE, 2701
W. Picacho Ave. #1, 527-0098.
French pastry, deli, sandwiches:
Tuesday to Sunday B L.

LET THEM EAT CAKE, 1001 E.
University Ave. Suite D4, 680-5998.
Cupcakes: Tuesday to Saturday.
LORENZO’S PAN AM, 1753 E.
University Ave., 521-3505. ltalian,
pizza: L D.

LOS COMPAS CAFE, 6335 Bataan
Memorial W. Drive, 382-2025. Mexi-

can: BLD.

LOS COMPAS CAFE, 603 S.
Nevarez St., 523-1778. Mexican:
BLD.

LOS COMPAS, 1120 Commerce
Drive, 521-6228. Mexican: B L D.
LOS MARIACHIS, 754 N. Motel
Blvd., 523-7058. Mexican: B L D.
LOS MARIACHIS, 5600 Bataan
Memorial E., 373-0553. Mexican, L
D. * LA MEXICANA TORTILLERIA,
1300 N. Solano Drive. 541-9617.
Mexican: B L D.

MATTEO’S, 1001 E. University Ave.
C-1, 888-4310, Authentic Mexican:
Monday through Saturday: B L D.
Wonderfully simple menu, pleasant
dining room and delicious aguas
frescas.

MIGUEL’S, 1140 E. Amador Ave.,
647-4262. Mexican: B L D.

MI PUEBLITO, 1355 E. Idaho Ave.,
524-3009. Mexican: Monday to
Friday B L D, Saturday B L.
MILAGRO COFFEE Y ESPRESSO,
1733 E. University Ave., 532-1042.
Coffeehouse: B L D.

MIX PACIFIC RIM CUISINE AND
MIX EXPRESS, 1001 E. University
Ave. D3, 532-2042. Asian, Pacific:
Monday to Saturday L D.
MOONGATE CAFE, 9345 Bataan
Memorial W., 382-5744. Coffee
shop, Mexican, American: B L.
NELLIE’S CAFE, 1226 W. Hadley
Ave., 524-9982. Mexican: Tuesday to
Friday B L.

NOPALITO RESTAURANT, 2605
Missouri Ave., 522-0440. Mexican:
LD.

NOPALITO RESTAURANT, 310 S.
Mesquite St., 524-0003. Mexican:

Sunday to Tuesday, Thursday to
Saturday. L D.

ORIENTAL PALACE, 225 E. Idaho
Ave., 526-4864. Chinese: L D.
PAISANO CAFE, 1740 Calle de Mer-
cado, 524-0211. Mexican: B L D.
PEPE’S, 1405 W. Picacho Ave., 541-
0277. Mexican: B L D.

PHO A DONG, 504 E. Amador Ave.,
527-9248. Vietnamese: L D.
PICACHO PEAK BREWING CO.,
3900 W. Picacho Ave., 575-680-
6394. www.picachopeakbrewery.
com

said. Daniel Aguilera was the
carpenter. His company is 101
Design and Fabrication.

Bistro staff includes chef Sam
Parsons, bar manager Michael
Young and events coordinator
Ayana Jordan. Saedies Apodaca
is the head baker and Alessan-
dra Cogdill is the pastry chef.

Willow + Blaine and hours of
service: brunch: 10 am.-3 p.m.
Tuesday-Sunday; happy hour
(bar and patio only): 3-5 p.m.
Tuesday-Saturday; dinner: 5-10

p-m. Tuesday-Saturday.

Reservations are recommend-
ed for brunch and required for
dinner.

For reservations, call 575-
405-9444. For events and ca-
tering inquiries, email ayana@
willowandblaine.com. For more
information, email office@
willowandblaine.com and wil-
lowandblaine@gmail.com.

Visit willowandblainelc.com
and www.facebook.com/wil-
lowandblaine.

New Church of the Southwest Desert

AW Are [elcome!

Sunday Service 11:30 a.m.
Bible Study 1 p.m.

" Supporting Spiritual Growth through Worship,
Education, Community Service and the Arts

714 Bullard St. ° Silver City, NM

480.707.7893

Denise Dewald, Owner
2311 Ranch Club Road
Silver City, NM 88061-7807

Eagle Mail Services
il A MAIL & PARCEL CENTER

UPS - FedEx - US Mail - Private Mailboxes
Re-Mailing - Fax - Copy - Notary

info@eaglemailservices.com

Open 9-5 Mon—Fri
Ph (575) 388-1967
Fax (575) 388-1623

SPAY / NEUTER AWARENESS PROGRAM

in Mimbres 519-2762

email: snap@q.com

Sponsored by Diane’s Restaurant « Silver City, NM

Financial Assistance for Low-Income Pet Owners in
Grant, Catron and Hidalgo Counties

388-5194 or 297-9734

WwWWw.shap-sw-nm.org

<0
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Foothills, /1 rabians

We are an 80 acre full service

facility offering...

- Boarding, Breeding and Training
 Easy Forest Access
« Large Pens With Shelters and

Pasture Options

e All Horses Have Room to Run!

“50 Years Aspiring to Horsemanship”

OWNERS BOB AND FLO HALL

27 EMERALD DRIVE

SILVER CITY, NM 88061

WEBSITE: foothillsarabians.com
EMAIL: fharabians@zianet.com

575-654-6431
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The High Desert Humane Society
3050 Cougar Way, Silver City, NM « 575-538-9261 « P.O. Box 1973 Silver City, NM 88062
Lobby open Tuesday-Friday 8:30am-5:30, Saturdays 8:30am-5:00pm
Animal viewing is from 11:00am to close of business. Closed Sunday and Monday.

RIIARE

Monthly
Vaccination
Clinic

Second Saturday
9-Noon

Sponsored by your Local Pet Lovers

9
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY ’ SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY QQ%
0; High Desert Bert Steinzig
Humane Society Board

Gila Animal Clinic High Desert
Humane Society
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Bruce

QQQ% Crippy

Chihuahua male, 1 1/2 years old, Chihuahua/corgi mix, male, Domestic short hair, male, adult, Chihuahua/Jack Russell Mix, female,
tri color, color, neutered tri color 5 1/2 months gray & white spayed 2-3 years old, white
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
Laurie and Paul Desert Exposure Desert Exposure

Monika and John
. 2%

0
S

.\ \__\A NEAIAINAN D) )

~

Dixie Q Duke Emery
Chihuahua/jack russell mix, female, Chihuahua/dachsund mix, Domestic short hair, male, 8 weeks, Domestic long hair, 8 weeks old, gray
spayed, tri color, 4 years old male 4 months old black/brown/white orange tabby
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY gQQ SPONSORED BY
Deser& Exposure Desert Exposure Candace and Robert k Charis Mosely
-

Moose Robinhood Tornado
Husky/aussie mix, Chihuahua/Jack Russell mix, male, Dobie/hound mix, Chi/beagle/whippet/catahoula mix, male,
1 year plus female brown and white neutered, 4 years old, brown 2 year old male, neutered, black 2 to 3 years, brown with black spots

OUR PAWS CAUSE THRIFT SHOP

703 N. Bullard, SC NM, Open Wed-Sat 10am to 2pm, 575-313-1929
Donations needed! We want to expand and build a new Adoption Center. Please help.

To JoiN THE PeT PAGE cONTACT DESERT EXPOSURE AT 575-524-8061
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