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Free Local News Email Updates
Sign up today for Gulf Coast Media’s new email 
updates sent to you twice a week for free. You’ll 
get the first look at upcoming stories from Gulf 

Coast Media’s publications.
And, get updates on breaking news.

Mardi Gras is just around the corner, 
and the first parades of  the Alabama 
Gulf  Coast Mardi Gras season roll Jan. 
21 in Mobile.

That means it is time to laissez les 
bons temps rouler (let the good times 
roll).

If  you are surprised that the Alabama 
Gulf  Coast celebrates Mardi Gras, bless 
your heart ... you must be new here. But 
have no fear because Gulf  Coast Media 

is here to help you prepare, whether 
you're brand new to town or wanting to 
get involved after years of  sitting on the 
sidelines.

One key point to know: Mardi Gras is 
family friendly here.

For those who like a schedule, we 
have put together a list of  all the Bald-
win County parades. Also, each week in 
the What's Happening section of  The 
Baldwin Times on Fridays, we will in-
clude a list of  parades happening that 
weekend across the Gulf  Coast.

MARDI GRAS 101

WHAT IS MARDI GRAS?

Mardi Gras, or Fat Tuesday, falls this 
year on Feb. 21.

Mardi Gras is a carnival period cli-
maxing on Shrove Tuesday (Fat Tues-
day). It is often observed with parades 
and festivities.

If  you are new to the area or to Mardi 
Gras festivities, make sure to visit the 
Mobile Carnival Museum to learn all 

Will you be among the first to know who won Best 
of  Baldwin 2023?

Tickets are on sale now for Gulf  Coast Media's 
second-annual red carpet event to announce and 
celebrate the winners of  the newspaper's readers 
choice contest. More than 400 winners will be 
revealed on Feb. 2 at the Orange Beach Event Center 
at The Wharf.

"Last year's event was the first of  its kind across 
Baldwin's vibrant communities, and it was incredibly 
encouraging to see so many people show up and show 
out to celebrate their neighbors, co-workers and 

friends," GCM Publisher Vince Johnson 
said. "We expect an even bigger party 
this year as Best of  Baldwin continues to 
grow in participation and reach."

Dinner will be provided by Wolf  Bay, 
and guests will be entertained with live 
music from The Destinations.

This event is expected to sell out, so 
get tickets while you can at www.
GulfCoastMedia.com/tickets.

For more information, email 
promotions@gulfcoastmedia.com.
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Best of Baldwin gala tickes on sale
STAFF REPORT

Let the good times roll, y’all! Your guide to 
Alabama Gulf Coast Mardi Gras parades 

PHOTOS BY MICAH GREEN / GULF COAST MEDIA
Scenes from along the Eastern Shore and the Alabama Gulf Coast’s Orange Beach and Gulf Shores from Mardi Gras 2022.

BY GUY BUSBY 
Government Editor 
guy@gulfcoastmedia.com

SEE LAND, PAGE A3

Elliott to 
chair new 
senate 
committee

SEE SENATE, PAGE A3

BY MELANIE LECROY
Lifestyle Editor 
melanie@gulfcoastmedia.com

Sen. Chris Elliott, R-Daphne, will 
serve as chairman of  the newly created 
County and Municipal Government 
committee in Alabama's Senate. 

Elliott, who represents District 32, 
which covers much of  Baldwin County 
from Spanish Fort to Perdido Beach, 
served last session on the Governmen-
tal Affairs Committee. Officials decided 
to split that committee in two since leg-
islators there had to review nearly two-
thirds of  the bills that came before the 
legislature. 

The new committee will review all 
bills that deal with issues that impact 
counties and municipalities. In Ala-
bama, that is potentially a lot of  bills 
since the state is home to 464 munici-
palities and 67 counties. Elliott said the 
topics will range from revenue commis-
sion to dealing with the sheriff's office 
and everything in-between. 

"They’ll be plenty to deal with and it 
meshes nicely with the House commit-
tee called county and municipal gov-
ernment," he said. 

The new committee is composed 
largely of  legislators who are former 
mayors, county commissioners and city 
councilors, Elliott said. As a former 
Baldwin County Commissioner him-
self, Elliott said the local issues are 

SEE MARDI GRAS, PAGE A2

County to 
update its 
land-use plan

ROBERTSDALE — Baldwin County is 
working to update a land-use plan offi-
cials said is a decade out of  date in the 
state’s fastest growing region.

A draft of  the plan should be ready 
for consideration by the Baldwin Coun-
ty Planning Commission and County 
Commission later this year, Matthew 
Brown, county planning director, told 
members of  both boards Thursday, Jan. 
5.

“We're really excited about the plan 
that we developed,” Brown said. “We 
think it's going to be the shortest-ever 
plan and yet the most functional mas-
ter plan ever adopted by the county. In 
terms of  the word count, it’s probably 
shorter than the current plan, and in 
terms of  functionality it should func-
tion better as well.”

Brown said state law requires coun-
ties to have a land-use plan. He said the 
county’s current plan has not been up-
dated since 2013.

“So, the current plan was supposed to 

BY ALLISON MARLOW
Managing Editor 
allisonm@gulfcoastmedia.com

Dinner Is On Us.
Worried about taxes

& inflation?
Learn the investment strategies to give

you the confidence you deserve...
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Beach Girl At Home's Sago Art Gallery 
showcases vibrant, eclectic artwork from 
top local and regional artists. Named for the 
brand's signature logo Sago palm tree, this 
exciting new gallery features diverse pieces, 
including paintings, watercolors, sculpture, and 
pottery. from more than 50-plus of  the best 
artists around!

Visit our whimsical, fantastical gallery today in 
GULF SHORES, and stop by our fabulous main 
showroom, Beach Girl At Home, for colorful 
coastal collections for the Home, Beach, Boat, 
Style, Local Art, & Holiday -- just one door 
down from our Sago Art Gallery!

Beach Girl At Home & Sago Art Gallery, 
3947 State Highway 59, Suites 220 and 

240, GULF SHORES, Alabama

251 223 4914

Open Monday- Friday, 10-6 and 
Saturdays, 10-4

Follow us on Facebook (Sago Art Gallery at Beach Girl At Home) 
Or, at Beach Girl At Home (FB)
Or, on Instagram at @beachgirl_home

251.948.2627
gulfcoastartsalliance@gmail.com 

GCAA-AL.com

225 East 24th Ave
Waterway Village, Gulf Shores

Monday-Saturday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Gulf   Coast          Arts    Alliance

UPCOMING EVENTS
Art Market Gulf Shore Pres. Church  S

ept. 16, 2023
Gulf Shore Pres. Church

Nov. 2, 2024

 Christmas open house at the gallery
Nov. 23, 2024

Classes Available By 
Appointment

251.948.2627
gulfcoastartsalliance@gmail.com 
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NOV. 6TH: 

GCAA Art Market, 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, GS First Presbyterian Church

DEC. 4TH: 
GCAA Christmas Open House, 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM, GCAA Art  Gallery

DEC. 4TH: 
GCAA Art Market, 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, GS First Presbyterian Church

Please check the website for additional events!
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By Appointment
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Nestled in the artistic haven of Fairhope, award-winning 
jeweler Bill Wismar has spent decades refining the craft of creating 
bespoke, handcrafted jewelry that blurs the line between art and 
adornment.

Known for his intricate designs and commitment to producing 
unique pieces, Bill’s work has become a testament to the power of 
creativity in an industry often dominated by mass production. Bill 
has established a distinct niche in fine jewelry by crafting custom, 
one-of-a-kind items that embody his craftsmanship and inspiration 
from nature and the timeless work of past jewelry masters.

For over four decades, Bill has honed his skills, transforming 
silver, gold, platinum and vibrant gemstones into wearable art that 
captivates collectors and casual shoppers alike. As any true artist 
will tell you, the materials they work with are half the fun, guiding 
the creative process and adding their own unique touch to each 
piece.

“I really love working with gold and platinum,” Bill said. 
“Because of the intrinsic value, of course, but it’s so easy to work 
with. And it’s just fun to work with.”

Each piece he creates begins not as a template but as an 
organic evolution of materials, guided by the inherent qualities of 
the raw gems and metals.

“I create more rings, but I enjoy making bracelets, pendants and 
necklaces,” Bill said. “It really depends on what the stone draws me 
to make, whether it should be a pendant, ring or bracelet.”

It’s this philosophy that defines his work. No two pieces are the 
same, and his clients know that when they commission a piece, 
they are not just buying jewelry, but wearable art. From intricately 
detailed necklaces to elegant rings that showcase the natural 
beauty of gemstones, Bill’s creations stand apart.

“Rarely does the finished piece look like the drawing. There’s 
always a change,” Bill said. “The original concept is just a starting 
point, and then it evolves from there.”

Bill’s creative process is ever evolving, much like the jewelry 
itself. Rarely does a finished piece match the initial sketch, and the 
journey from concept to completion is not a straight shot. As any 
artist knows, the art decides when it is ready, and Wismar said 
some ornate pieces can take up to six months to complete as he 
perfects the details.

“There’s always twists and turns,” he explained. “I’m always 
adding, changing or removing something until it feels right.”

His dedication to the craft is palpable, with each step of the 
process undertaken with an artist’s eye for detail and a jeweler’s 
precision.

“My customers love that my jewelry is handmade. The quality of 
the stones, the craftsmanship — it’s all well put together. My pieces 
are heavy, well-made and unique, which is something you don’t get 
from mass-produced jewelry.”

This organic approach, combined with Bill’s mastery of 
traditional techniques, sets his work apart. His clients often bring 
him heirloom pieces — family jewelry with sentimental value but 
no longer practical — and he transforms them into something 
new. Whether reimagining an old brooch into a modern pendant 
or crafting a completely custom ring, Bill’s ability to merge past and 
present makes his jewelry truly one-of-a-kind.

“There are always things that are ‘trendy,’ you know,” Bill said. 
“But if it’s ‘trendy,’ I don’t sell it. And I don’t copy it, so you’re not 
going to see that in my store. Everything is unique.”

Bill’s passion for jewelry began early in life. Raised on the Texas 
Gulf Coast, he was the son of a goldsmith, and by the age of 14, he 
was already learning the trade through an apprenticeship with his 
father. By 17, he had developed his own designs, though at the time, 
he didn’t realize it would become his lifelong career.

HANDMADE WITH HEART, CRAFTED FOR LIFE

Wismar Jewelry 
ABOUT THE COVER
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“I grew up on the Gulf Coast in Texas, so it started out with 
nature and trees, casting twigs,” Bill explained. “But over time, 
I moved into a more modern contemporary look, drawing 
inspiration from the classical masters of the 1920s and 1930s.”

Despite his growing love for the craft, Bill’s avant-garde designs 
weren’t immediately embraced by the conservative tastes of 
his small Texas hometown. His unique, contemporary jewelry 
often sat on display for years before finding a buyer. This artistic 
disconnect led Wismar to embark on a new chapter. He left Texas, 
briefly swapping his jeweler’s bench for the deck of a yacht, as he 
pursued another passion: sailing. But even as he sold boats on the 
Gulf Coast of Florida, jewelry remained his true calling.

A serendipitous trip to the Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival in 
1999 changed everything. The vibrant, artsy atmosphere struck a 
chord with Bill and his wife, Susan, and five years later, he opened 
his own jewelry store in Fairhope, fully embracing the town’s 
artistic energy. By 2004, he was crafting jewelry full-time in his new 
adopted hometown.

“We found Fairhope, and it’s just been great,” Bill said. “It’s such 
an artistic town. People really love art here.”

Bill’s studio reflects his connection to the creative community. 
He is a regular presence at local art festivals and cultural events, 
earning a reputation for his skill and understanding of jewelry as 
an art form. But besides creating his wearable artwork, he finds 
something else a little more rewarding.

“Every time I sell a piece and someone loves it, it’s rewarding,” he 
said. He also noted that having his artistry recognized on a national 
level is a significant personal achievement. “Winning a national 
award a few years ago was really special — I’ve won state and local 
contests before, but a national award was something else.”

Like many small business owners, Bill and Susan faced 
significant challenges during the COVID-19 pandemic, including 
a temporary closure of their store. However, the forced downtime 

became an unexpected blessing. He spent the time in his home 
studio, rediscovering his passion for design and giving life to 
gemstones he had stored away for years.

Though his jewelry is handcrafted with premium materials, 
Bill is quick to dispel the misconception that his pieces are 
unaffordable. By cutting out middlemen, his custom creations are 
frequently more budget-friendly than mass-produced alternatives 
found in larger stores, though they do take time.

“You’re always competing against the ‘big guys’ with their 
huge advertising budgets,” Bill said. “They don’t really make things 
anymore — they just draw it, and someone else overseas makes it. 
My pieces take time, and sometimes people don’t want to wait.”

In addition to Bill’s colorful and fluid creations, he represents 
other artists, all of whom create handmade pieces. Some of these 
artists are award-winning designers, bringing a diverse range of 
talent to the store. The number of represented artists typically 
ranges from seven to ten at any given time, with each artist being 
carefully handpicked to ensure a high standard of quality and 
craftsmanship. The current artists can be found on the website.

Looking forward to several more years of creating and crafting 
jewelry, Bill stated, “My goal is to keep creating more of my own 
pieces. I want to experiment more with new techniques and push 
the boundaries of what I’ve done in the past.”

Wismar Jewelry, situated in downtown Fairhope, welcomes 
visitors Wednesday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., with 
extended hours on Saturdays during the holiday season. To stay 
updated on Wismar’s latest creations, check out their website 
and follow their Facebook page. For those in search of jewelry 
that transcends mere adornment, Bill’s pieces present a unique 
opportunity to acquire a one-of-a-kind heirloom, crafted with the 
passion of an artist and the precision of a jeweler. Next time you are 
in Fairhope, don’t forget to stop by and meet Bill and Susan.

Sterling silver cuff with patina fin-
ish, citrine, diamonds, and 22k yel-
low gold accents — one of a kind.

18k yellow gold ring with 9.84ct 
green tourmaline and .40ctw in 
diamonds.
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ANTIQUES

Betty G. Haynie Antiques 
www.BettyGHaynieAntiques.com
15 N. Section St.
Fairhope, AL 36532
(251) 928-1045
Hours: Monday – Saturday, 11 
a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Each item in this quiet and 
quaint shop is hand selected. 
Here you will find a wide selec-
tion of 18th and 19th century 
American, English and French 
furniture, paintings and silver. 
There is also an impressive offer-
ing of ceramics, to include Imari, 
Chinese Export, Majolica and 
English ironstone. Shop in store 
or online. 

Daphne Antique Galleria 
www.DaphneAntiqueGalleria.
com
1699 U.S. Highway 98

Daphne, AL 36526
(251) 625-2200
Hours: Open seven days a week, 
Monday – Saturday, 10 a.m. – 
5:30 p.m., Sunday from 1 – 5:30 
p.m.

Measuring 29,000 square feet, 
this is the largest antique mall 
on the Eastern Shore with over 
140 dealers who have lovingly 
crafted their booths to transport 
visitors to another time.  
The booths here are not simply 
antiques. They are a trip through 
time. You will find intriguing 
items from every era: Victorian, 
primitive, Oriental, early Ameri-
can, French, African and Europe. 
Take a fun walk through time 
and find your favorite style. 

Dragonfly Emporium LLC 
www.TheDragonflyEmporium.
com
16821 State Highway 181
Fairhope, AL 36532
(251) 591-7340
Hours: Tuesday – Friday, 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. – 2 
p.m., closed Sunday and Mon-
day

Our dealers have a large se-
lection of antique and vintage 
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items, local handcrafted gifts 
and one-of-a-kind art. The 
vibrant green and purple Drag-
onfly Emporium is funky on the 
inside and out. Distressed and 
antique furniture, piles of Pyrex 
and walls of vintage cast iron. 
Workshops and art classes held 
weekly.

Simply Shelly
www.simplyshellyllc.com
177 Baldwin Square
Fairhope, AL 36532
(251) 278-5889
Monday-Saturday, 10a.m.-5p.m.

Tucked in the corner of the Bald-
win Square Shopping Center, 
Simply Shelly is Fairhope’s Hidden 
Gem for furniture & antiques.
Featuring 12,000 sq/ft of fine fur-
niture, art, antiques, silver, china, 
handmade gifts, and more- Simply 
Shelly is a must-see for art and 
antique lovers in the area.
Simply Shelly is also a team of tal-
ented designers, organizers, mov-
ers, and estate sale professionals.
Visit our website to learn more 
about our unique professional 
services and browse our growing 
collection!
We are here to simplify, organize, 
and design your life!

Southern Antiques and  
Accents
www.SAAFairhope.com
251 Greeno Road S.
Fairhope, AL 36532
(251) 517-7047
Hours: Monday – Saturday, 10 
a.m. – 6 p.m., Sunday 1 – 5 p.m.

Southern Antiques & Accents and 
Southern Furniture is now over 
26,000 sq ft of a well curated 
blend of different styles, both Old 
& New. You’ll find collectibles, 
home decor, jewelry, handmade 
pottery, primitive, repurposed, 
vintage furniture and architectural 
pieces.  Antiques, lighting, silver, 
and so much more.  We also are 
the new home to many of your 
favorites like La-La Land, Fairhope 
Flowers, Dixie Bell Paint, Farm-
house Paint, The Trading Post and 
a few local artists.  Don’t miss our 
Super Second Saturday events 
with live music and spirits. Fol-
low us on social media for all the 
latest. 

ANTIQUES
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To Arms Antiques 
www.ToArmsAntiques.com
15296 D County Road 3
Fairhope, AL 36532
(251) 422-9474
Hours: Monday – Saturday, 8:30 
a.m. to noon, 1 – 4 p.m. 

We are a dealer in military 
antiques, collectible items and 
historical documents from the 
Revolutionary War to World 
War II. We sell, buy, trade and 
are a certified appraiser. Off 
the beaten path and around a 
winding road is where you will 
find this military antiques store 
gem. Owner Henry Skinner is a 
living historian and re-enactor 
who specializes in artifacts dat-
ing from 1800-1865. The store 
buys and sells military antiques 
and collectable items from the 
Civil War, World War I and World 
War II. If you’re ready to join the 
cause, you can purchase reenact-
ment and reproduction military 
items and supplies as well and 
join the ranks.

Tuveson’s Architectural  
Consignment 
8081 Twin Beech Road
Fairhope, AL 36532
(251) 928-7338
Hours: Monday – Friday, 10 a.m. 
– 5 p.m., Saturday, 10 a.m. – 3 
p.m. 

We carry architectural items, an-
tiques, mid-century, modern, art 

ANTIQUES

To Arms AnTiques
BUYER & SELLER

CERTIFIED APPRAISER OF
MILITARY RELICS PRE-CIVIL WAR TO GULF WAR

Certified Appraiser, James Mitchell • 
Owner, Henry Skinner

15296D Co. Rd 3, Fairhope, AL  
251-422-9474

HIGHEST  
PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL CIVIL WAR & 
MILITARY ITEMS, 
GIVE US A CALL

GUNS • MILITARY ITEMS  
ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES

DOCUMENTS • BOOKS  
LETTERS • DIARIES

We neeD 
WorLD WAr ii 

iTems!
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deco, statuary, planters, garden 
art, new and salvaged items, 
furniture and collectibles. 
Need to change your décor or 
even recast an entire room? 
Tuveson’s has you covered. 
Peruse the salvaged antiques 
and architectural elements, such 
as wrought iron gates, vintage 
hardware, doors and windows 
and shop for furniture and hand-
made decorative items all at 
once. If your garden is your pre-
ferred room, you will find statu-
ary, lighting, wind chimes and 
other fun additions to make your 
outdoor space feel like home.  

ANTIQUES

LOCALLY MADE POTTERY

+POTTERY CLASSES
+PRIVATE PARTIES
+DATE NIGHTS

265 YOUNG STREET
FAIRHOPE, AL 36532

The Islander
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The 2024 James Beard Awards Restaurant and 

Chef  Semifinalists list has been released, and one 

of  Baldwin County’s own made the list.

The Hope Farm, located in Fairhope, is a semi-

finalist in the Outstanding Wine and Other Bev-

erage Program category. This is the restaurant’s 

first nomination for the James Beard Awards.

Robert Evans, co-owner of  The Hope Farm, 

said the team found out the good news Wednes-

day morning.

“A friend of  our general manager and wine di-

rector, Will Jones, sent him the article before we 

saw it,” Evans said. “I was traveling, and I found 

out while I was at the airport this morning. I 

have been able to send a few texts to some family 

and close friends, but I w
anted to get back here 

and celebrate with the team and make sure they 

know how much we appreciate them.”

The original idea for The Hope Farm was to 

have a container farm raising produce for local 

restaurants and a small wine bar. The idea grew 

into a beautiful complex that features edible gar-

dens, container growing program, the main 

restaurant with a wine room and cocktail 

FAIRHOPE — Alabama Arise arranged 

a community gathering in Fairhope to 

address issues impacting people across 

the state and in Baldwin County while 

also expressing their expectations for 

this year's legislative session.

Alabama Arise is a member-led organi-

zation that operates statewide and is ded-

icated to promoting public policies aimed 

at enhancing the well-being of  Alabami-

ans facing marginalization due to pover-

ty. Its membership comprises faith-

based, community, nonprofit and civic 

groups, along with grassroots leaders 

and individuals from various regions of  

the state.

The key focus areas for Alabama Arise 

in this year's legislative session encom-

pass ensuring sufficient state budgets for 

education, healthcare and various 

human services. This includes advocat-

ing for Medicaid expansion, tax reform 

(particularly the removal of  state sales 

tax on groceries), safeguarding voting 

rights, advancing criminal justice reform 

through the revision of  punitive sentenc-

ing laws, making comprehensive invest-

ments in maternal and infant healthcare, 

addressing public transportation needs 

and advocating for death penalty reform.

The meeting, held at the Fairhope Uni-

tarian Fellowship on Jan. 18, brought to-

gether over 40 people to talk about health 

care, reforming Alabama's prison system 

and voting rights.

HEALTH CARE

Tommy DePriest, a family medicine 

resident at South Baldwin Regional Med-

ical Center, presented information re-

garding Medicaid expansion and priori-

ties that legislators and representatives 

should focus on during the legislative 

session.

During the meeting, DePriest gave ex-

amples of  working-class individuals who 

do not have health care and the effects 

this has on them.

“Mr. B is a 50-year-old gentleman with 

diabetes who has come to our clinic after 

being hospitalized for a week. He is also 

without previous primary care, is 

self-employed, uninsured and showed up 

to the emergency room with dehydration 

OBITUARIES 
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WILLIAM FLEMING BROWNING 

III

MONNA RUTH ROOKER 

PATTERSON YOUNG HAYDEN
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Turn-key 

Orange Beach 

waterfront 

restaurant hits 

the market

PHOTOS BY MICAH GREEN / GULF COAST MEDIA

The Hope Farm, located in Fairhope, is a semifinalist in the Outstanding Wine and Other Beverage Program 

category. This is the restaurant’s first nomination for the James Beard Awards.

Community talks upcoming legislative session topics

SEE LEGISLATIVE, PAGE A2

Gulf Shores 

approves 

spring break 

alcohol ban

SEE BAN, PAGE A3

BY NATALIE WILLIAMSON 

Reporter 

natalie@gulfcoastmedia.com

Co-owner Evans reacts to bringing prestige to Fairhope

BY MELANIE LECROY 

Lifestyle Editor 

melanie@gulfcoastmedia.com

The Hope Farm named 

James Beard semifinalist

SEE RESTAURANT, PAGE A4

Once again, the city of  Gulf  

Shores will be enforcing alco-

hol-free beaches during the upcom-

ing spring break season, as the new 

tourist season kicks off.

At their Jan. 22 city council meet-

ing, council members approved a 

motion to ban alcohol on beaches 

within the city limits from March 1 

to April 28 to promote the "health, 

safety and welfare of  visitors and 

residents." The motion was present-

ed in tandem with another, in which 

they approved to increase police 

presence within the city during the 

spring break season.

Per the meeting's presented docu-

ments, it will be unlawful for any 

person to possess or consume any 

alcoholic beverage on the sand of  

any portion of  the beach east of  the 

eastern boundary of  the Bon Secour 

Wildlife Refuge, west of  the western 

boundary of  Gulf  State Park and 

seaward of  the line of  sand stabili-

zation fencing installed by the city 

as part of  the beach projects estab-

lished on the Gulf  front beaches 

within city limits.

"Every year since 2016, we have 

had an alcohol ban on the beach, 

and it's a very successful program," 

Deputy Chief  of  Police Dan Netter-

meyer said. "Hopefully, we will be 

reducing beach rescues by not 

BY KARA MAUTZ 

Reporter 

kara@gulfcoastmedia.com

Former Fresh Off the 

Boat location for sale

Orange Beach waterfront 

views, 5,500 square feet, 

fully furnished with a 

chef ’s kitchen.

This real estate listing 

isn’t for a dream home. It’s 

for a waterfront restaurant.

The property in question, 

located at 27267 Perdido 

Beach Blvd., #105 in the 

SanRoc Cay development in 

Orange Beach, was once 

the location of  Fresh Off  

the Boat. The restaurant 

abruptly closed Sept. 17, 

2023,

“It has been a very suc-

cessful time there,” said 

listing agent Patrick Nel-

son. “They moved locations 

because they couldn’t con-

tinue the way they wanted 

to run. They wanted to in-

corporate a lot of  music 

into it, and I think that was 

a little more than SanRoc 

BY MELANIE LECROY 

Lifestyle Editor 

melanie@gulfcoastmedia.com
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Spanish Fort 

resident captures 

Baldwin County’s 

evolution in self-

published memoir

SEE MEMOIR, PAGE A3

Flamingos spotted in Orange 
Beach not that rare, official says 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Photos of this flamingo were posted to the OBA Community Facebook page on Dec. 17 after the bird played in the 
Orange Beach surf. Biologists say the bird was probably blown into Alabama by storms the day before.

Ben’s Jr. 
Bar-B-Que 
sells out 1st 
day reopen 
in Fairhope

FAIRHOPE — No fanfare, 
balloons or a grand opening 
celebration was needed to 
sell out Ben’s Jr. Bar-B-Que’s 
opening day.

After a five-year wait, 
Ben's customers witnessed 
the day on Dec. 21. The 
smokers were smoking, the 
door was finally unlocked, 
and a line wrapped around 
the building.

But how did they know 
Ben’s was open? Word of  
mouth spreads quickly in 
this small, hungry town.

Opening day was so busy 
the kitchen sold out and had 
to close around 2 p.m. An 
apology was posted to the 
Ben’s Bar-B-Q Facebook 
page that read:

“Today we got over-
whelmed, and unfortunately, 
we are the first to say it 
didn’t go well. We are shut-
ting it down today and will 
start new tomorrow with a 
better understanding of  the 

BY MELANIE LECROY 
Lifestyle Editor 
melanie@gulfcoastmedia.com

SEE BBQ, PAGE A3

BY MELANIE LECROY 
Lifestyle Editor 
melanie@gulfcoastmedia.com

Everyone has a story, and a 
Spanish Fort man has docu-
mented his on paper.

Earby Markham has been a 
Baldwin County resident 
since shortly after his birth in 
Mobile. Spanish Fort is all he 
has ever known as home. In 
his self-published memoir, 
“Growing Up Baldwin County, 
Before it Exploded – A Mem-
oir,” he has created a record 
of  his history.

The memoir covers the peri-
od from the 1960s to the land-
fall of  Hurricane Frederick, a 
pivotal moment that marked a 
population boom in Baldwin 
County.

INSPIRATION

Markham said the encour-
agement of  friends to put his 
stories on paper is the inspi-
ration behind this and a pre-
vious memoir.

“This book is my personal 
history. They are events that I 
participated in that were pret-
ty common to everybody 
growing up here,” Markham 
said. “It is just a reflection of  
growing up and how things 
have changed and the growth 
but not in a negative way. It’s 
just an acknowledgment that 
things were one way before 
Hurricane Frederick, which I 
use as a landmark, and how 
they were different after 
that.”

Some of  the landmarks and 
story topics that appear in the 
book include Camp Cullen, a 
Catholic summer camp in the 
Point Clear area of  Fairhope, 
Daphne’s Mayday Pier, work-
ing potato fields, dawn patrol, 
Alabama Point and more.

‘Death is complicated’

He laid alone for at least a 
week, maybe two. 

Hunters found him along a 
fence line at a hunting camp 
near Sawmill Road and High-
way 90 in Seminole. There was 
nothing they could do. 

He laid alone at the Baldwin 
County Coroner's office while 
law enforcement scratched 
their heads and followed dead 
end leads. No witnesses. No 
nearby security cameras. There 
was nothing they could do. 

Foul play was suspected, so 
he was sent to the Alabama De-
partment of  Forensic Science. 
Samples were taken. Finger-
prints were run through na-
tional registries. Every attempt 
to attach the lifeless body to a 
name and a story drew a blank.

There was nothing they could 

do. 
So, now he remains alone in a 

government office. Celebrations 
for July 4, Halloween, Thanks-
giving and Christmas have 
passed. 

And because he is nameless, 
and a potential murder victim, 
that's where he'll stay. Possibly 
indefinitely. 

Death is complicated. For the 
unclaimed and unknown, there 
is no rest. 

The man found in Seminole 

in April is one of  54 individuals 
in Baldwin County who have 
never been claimed by family 
after they died. 

This man is part of  an even 
more exclusive group: not only 
unclaimed in death, but author-
ities have no idea who they are. 

Until a name is found, Bald-
win County Coroner Brian 
Pierce said a death certificate 
can't be issued. 

If  the afterlife has a waiting 
room, the Seminole man, and 

those like him, are truly in 
limbo. 

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Health and Human Ser-
vices, a study in 2004 showed 
that an average of  413 people 
die every year unidentified. 
Most have been male and Afri-
can American. Nearly 30% died 
from suspected homicides. 

If  the Seminole man is re-
turned to Baldwin County's 
care, he may eventually be bur-
ied in a county-owned plot. 
Currently, six similar unknown 
souls rest in a Foley cemetery, 
placed there over the last 50 
years. 

County resources were used 
to purchase the plots. County 
employees prepared the bodies, 
ferried them to their final rest-
ing places and did the best they 
could to honor them as they 
ushered them into eternal rest. 

The number of  dead that the 
county has become caretaker of  
has increased over the years. 
While unidentified remains are 
not the norm, unclaimed re-
mains are becoming more com-
mon. 

These individuals die. Their 

BY ALLISON MARLOW 
Special to Gulf Coast Media

SEE DEATH, PAGE A2

MICAH GREEN / GULF COAST MEDIA
Brian Pierce holds unclaimed remains at the Baldwin County Coroner’s Office 
in December 2023.

Baldwin coroner, state 
retaining more 
unclaimed, some 
unidentified, bodies

It’s not the eggnog. 
You may have actually seen flamingos on the Ala-

bama coast. 
Earlier this month, photos of the birds in Alabama 

began appearing in local Facebook groups. Their 
bright pink feathers were impossible to miss against 
the dark water behind them. 

Local wildlife officials said the sighting isn’t actual-
ly rare. 

“It’s unusual, but it’s definitely not the first time,” 
explained a wildlife biologist with the Division of  
Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries in Baldwin County.

He said flamingos are carried by the wind when 
they travel, and where the winds go, they go. Hence, 
sometimes they land in Alabama. Flamingos have 
been found as far north as Wisconsin.

Flamingos have also appeared in Baldwin County 
after several tropical storms, carried here by the 
swirling breeze. 

“What’s curious with this is these birds keep pop-
ping up in various odd places. Who's to say if it is the 
same birds,” he said. 

Bird watchers can report their rare, feathered find-
ings in a national, online community data base called 
ebird.org. 

There users can type in the type of bird or a region 
and either report a bird sighting or review the other 
sightings. 

No flamingos were reported in Alabama on the site 
in early December. The wildlife officials said that only 
means no bird watcher entered them, not that they 
never appeared. 

Flamingos generally coast across the Caribbean 
and southern Florida though sightings in the panhan-
dle are numerous. 

Even if they are blown off course far north, the 
birds will wander back home eventually. 

“We have a lot of really neat birds here in Baldwin 
County year-round," the official said. "To see some-
thing unusual is always a nice treat."

Wind-traveling birds appeared 
after Florida storms
BY ALLISON MARLOW 
Special to Gulf Coast Media

Baldwin County Board of  Education 

members gathered on Jan. 18 for their 

first school board meeting of  the new 

year, approving a temporary utility ease-

ment for the construction of  Baldwin 

Preparatory Academy, student engage-

ment training sessions, re-roofing of  El-

sanor Elementary School and adjust-

ments to the annual budget.

UTILITY EASEMENT FOR BALDWIN PREP

Board members approved a motion to 

grant a temporary utility easement to 

Riviera Utilities to install gas utilities at 

the Baldwin Preparatory Academy con-

struction site in Loxley.
The motion will allow the utility com-

pany to install gas utilities across a par-

cel of  land at the site in order to avoid a 

delay in construction. 
According to Chasity Riddick, commu-

nications coordinator for the school dis-

trict, had the temporary easement not 

been granted, construction on the highly 

anticipated academy would have been de-

layed by approximately one month. 

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT TRAINING 

SESSIONSBoard members approved a contract 

with Kagan Cooperative Learning, an on-

line platform that will provide elementa-

ry school teachers within the county 

with training in student engagement 

strategies. The program will consist of  three ses-

sions, with a total of  45 participants. The 

sessions are $16,605, bringing the total 
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Baldwin Prep construction still on track

School board also approves Elsanor re-roofing project

SEE PREP, PAGE A2

SEE STABBING, PAGE A3

Baldwin County Schools host annual 
fundraiser event 

Drowsy Poet preserves, reuses 

Foley’s historic service station 

App that gives tour of downtown includes former Pure Oil Station building

SEE HISTORIC, PAGE A4

BY KARA MAUTZ 
Reporter kara@gulfcoastmedia.com

PHOTO PROVIDED

Bernard C. Abney, 40, of Mobile, 

was arrested Saturday. Suspect arrested in Foley stabbing

BY KARA MAUTZ 
Reporter kara@gulfcoastmedia.com

PHOTOS BY NATALIE WILLIAMSON / GULF COAST MEDIA

This building, located on South McKenzie Street, was once known as the Pure Oil Station in the 1960s and was 

operated by Leon Leonard for L.H. “Red” Booker.

Within the Drowsy Poet, the coffee shop features a display with a miniature 

traffic light, a miniature cone, an old tool box and more to pay homage to 

the building’s history.

The science of chill 
hours and the benefits 

of a hard freeze
Page B1

CULTIVATING THE COAST WITH KITTI COOPER 

BALDWIN COUNTY CLASSICS 

FOLEY — In a transfor-

mative shift from its auto-

motive service roots, the 

building now housing the 

Drowsy Poet coffee shop in 

Foley, once known as the 

Pure Oil Station, served as 

a comprehensive car care 

facility in the 1960s.
This building, located on 

South McKenzie Street, was 

once operated by Leon 

Leonard for L.H. “Red” 

Booker. Paul Leonard, 
grandson of  Leonard and 

member of  the Baldwin 

County Historic Develop-

ment Commission, said 

Pure Oil Station was a one-

stop-shop for those who 

needed basic car services.

“At the time my grandfa-

ther operated the station, it 

was a full-service station,” 

Leonard said. “The most 

basic services were filling 

the car with fuel, but you 

would also offer to check 

the oil level, tire pressure 

BY NATALIE WILLIAMSON 

Reporter natalie@gulfcoastmedia.com

FOLEY — Police arrested 

a suspect in connection 

with the stabbing of  a 
woman in Heritage Park 

last Wednesday.Bernard C. Abney, 40, of  

Mobile, was arrested Satur-

day. He was being held in 

the Mobile Metro Jail on 

Sunday.“We are relieved that he 

is in custody and appreciate 

all the hard work by the 

many agencies involved as 

well as the media and citi-

zens of  our local communi-

ties,” Foley Police Chief  

Thurston Bullock said.
Mayor Ralph Hellmich 

praised efforts to locate and 

arrest the suspect.

STAFF REPORT

‘An Evening of Education 
Champions’ benefits future teacher program 

and scholarships

The Oak Hollow Farm in Fairhope 

was buzzing on Friday night as Bald-

win County Education Coalition 

hosted their annual "Evening of  Ed-

ucation Champions" event to benefit 

the district's future teacher pro-

gram. 
The event featured live music, 

food, refreshments and a silent auc-

tion to raise funds for both the 

"Baldwin Bred Future Teacher Pro-

gram" and the "Josh Hall memorial 

scholarship." 

SEE TEACHER, PAGE A4

Due to growth, Foley moving ahead with infrastructure improvements and recreation projects
In response to the rapid expan-

sion of  Foley, one of  the area's fast-

est-growing cities, Mayor Ralph 

Hellmich took the opportunity to 

update residents on infrastructure 

and upcoming projects during a dis-

cussion at the Foley Senior Center 

on Tuesday, Jan. 16.
Mayor Hellmich highlighted the 

substantial growth experienced by 

STAFF REPORT

SEE PROJECTS, PAGE A3

Check out our 
community newspapers! 
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Tuveson’s

Architectural consignment

“I SHOULD HAVE BOUGHT 
IT WHEN I SAW IT” 

A fabulous array of  
salvaged antique & new  

architectural elements!
Please call and inquire about  

our consignment program.

Owner-Julie Tuveson

251-928-7338

8081 Twin Beech Road
Fairhope, AL 36532

Betty G.  Betty G.  
Haynie AntiquesHaynie Antiques

(11-4, Mon.-Sat.) 
15 North Section Street Fairhope • 251.928.1045

www.BettyGHaynieAntiques.com

Fine furniture, antiques, art, silver,
crystal, handmade gifts, and more!

177 Baldwin Square
Fairhope, AL
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Beach Girl at Home
https://beachgirlathome.com
3947 State Highway 59, Suites 220 
and 240, Gulf Shores, Alabama
(251) 223-4914
Hours: Open Monday - Friday, 10 
a.m. - 6 p.m. and Saturday, 10 a.m. 
- 4 p.m.

Beach Girl At Home’s Sago Art 
Gallery showcases vibrant, eclectic 
artwork from top local and regional 
artists. Named for the brand’s 
signature logo Sago palm tree, 
this exciting new gallery features 
diverse pieces, including paintings, 
watercolors, sculpture, and pottery. 
from more than 50-plus of the best 
artists around!
Visit our whimsical, fantastical gal-
lery today in GULF SHORES, and 
stop by our fabulous main show-
room, Beach Girl At Home, for 
colorful coastal collections for the 
Home, Beach, Boat, Style, Local 
Art, & Holiday — just one door 
down from our Sago Art Gallery!
Follow us on Facebook
Sago Art Gallery at Beach Girl At 
Home
Or, at Beach Girl At Home (FB)
Or, on Instagram at @beachgirl_
home

Eastern Shore Art Center 
https://esartcenter.org
401 Oak St. 
Fairhope, AL 36532
(251) 928-2228
Hours: Tuesday – Friday, 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., Saturday, 10 a.m. – 6 
p.m. Closed Sunday and Mon-
day.

Free admission!  Six galleries 
with exhibits changing monthly. 

ART

2 South Church Street
Downtown Fairhope Alabama

251-928-5858
www.WismarJewelry.com

©wismar jewelry co. inc.

Wednesday-Friday
10am - 5pm 

Saturdays in December
10am - 3pm

Handmade in Fairhope, AL
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First Friday Art Walk and a gift 
shop with art and accessories. 
Outdoor wood-fire kiln, classes 
and workshops for adults and 
children. Open studios. Annual 
outdoor art show third weekend 
in March, community outreach 
programming and facility rentals. 
Browse, shop, learn! If you love 
art, you will love the Eastern 
Shore Art Center. The nonprofit 
opened in 1954 as a one-room 
gallery and since then has flour-
ished into a cornerstone of 
the Eastern Shore community, 
breathing art and life into all 
corners of society. The sprawl-
ing complex now houses five 
exhibit galleries and four teach-
ing studios. New exhibits appear 
monthly. There are classes for 
children and adults of all ages 
and abilities, and the staff brings 
those programs out into the 
community to those who are un-
able to make the trip. 

Gulf Coast Arts Alliance 
www.GulfCoastArtsAlliance.com
225 E. 24th Ave.
Gulf Shores, AL 36542
(251) 948-2627
Hours: Monday – Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

More than 50 local and regional 
artists have their work displayed 
here, which means you are going 
to have a tough time picking out 
just one to bring home! Every 
inch of wall space is graced with 
some of the finest artwork the 
Alabama Gulf Coast has to offer. 
Visit the website often. Many of 
your favorite artists offer classes 
throughout the year here. The 
GCAA Gallery is open Monday 
through Saturday from 10 a.m. 
until 5 p.m.  For extra fun and 
even more artwork to choose 
from, visit the Christmas Open 
House Trail here on Nov. 7, the 
Ballyhoo Festival in March and 
the Zydeco and Crawfish Festival 
in April.
 
The Kiln Studio and Gallery
www.thekilnstudio.com
251-517-5460
265 Young Street
Fairhope, AL 36532

The Kiln offers ceramic classes
in both wheel throwing and hand
building. Never worked in clay 
before?
No problem. We have classes 
for all levels. Private lessons and 
parties are also available. Enjoy 
our gallery which features work 
by local ceramic
artists. Follow us on Facebook
and Instagram to keep up with 
our events.

ART
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Wismar Jewelry
www.WismarJewelry.com 
2 S. Church St.
Fairhope, AL 36532
251-928-5858
VISA/MC accepted
Hours: Wednesday – Friday 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m.
Open Saturdays in December 10 
am. -3 p.m.
Appointment only for other 
days.

National award-winning jewelry 
designer Bill Wismar brings to 
Fairhope a unique art gallery.  
Our pieces of jewelry are made 
one at a time, by hand, using 
diamonds and fine gemstones, 
gold, platinum and silver. We 
also display the jewelry of other 
studio jewelers.

ART

LocalLiving

Read our magazines 
at gulfcoastmedia.com/

magazines

GulfCoastMedia.com

FREEFREE

20242024

Discounts, Attractions,Maps and More!

One of a kind rings from Bill 
Wismar.
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YOU LIVE IN 
BALDWIN 
COUNTY...

YOUR NEWS SHOULD, TOO

50% Off All Subscriptions

GulfCoastMedia.com/Subscribe
Promo Code: BESTDEAL
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