
March 15th-17th 2024
Friday – Sunday, 10AM - 5PM

The Festival is presented by the Fairhope Arts &  
Crafts Festival Foundation and the City of Fairhope

"Fairhope in Bloom" by Elisabeth Hays
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March 16  •  Fairhope, AL
10K –  8 a.m.
$20 per adult early registration, thru March 1
$25 per adult after March 1

2-mile fun run/walk – 9:30 a.m.
$20 per adult early registration, thru March 1
$25 per adult after March 1

SUPPORTING BALDWIN COUNTY SCHOOLS

RRCA certified # AL22009JE

Register online at SpringFeverChase.com

REGISTER TODAY AT SPRINGFEVERCHASE.COM

SUPPORTING BALDWIN COUNTY SCHOOLS

CHRIST THE KING FAIRHOPE EAST

J. LARRY NEWTONFAIRHOPE WESTFAIRHOPE MIDDLE

$18,488 ISSUED TO BALDWIN COUNTY SCHOOLS IN 2023

MORE THAN $91,000 DONATED TO LOCAL SCHOOLS SINCE 2012

Fairhope, AL 2024
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Welcome to the 72nd 
Fairhope Arts and 
Crafts Festival

Fairhope in Bloom
Welcome to the 72nd annual Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival! 
Whether you are an artist participating from across the country, 

a visitor from across the state, or a local enjoying your weekend 
downtown, I am thrilled to welcome you to the Fairhope Arts and 
Crafts Festival, my favorite hometown tradition. 

As a lifelong resident of Fairhope, the festival has a special place 
in my heart, and I am honored to serve as this year’s chairman. I 
fondly recall walking the flower-lined streets as a child with my 
mother, eyeing goodies that would magically appear in my Easter 
Basket weeks later. In middle school, I worked as a volunteer 
painting faces in the children’s area, and in high school, I returned as 
a Dogwood Trail Maid, bringing smiles to the youngest festival-goers. 
Fast forward to today, where I now enjoy the full-circle moment of 
being the mom who walks with her children as they explore the tents 
with fascination, creating their own childhood memories of this 
time-honored event.

While the festival we know today (and Fairhope as a whole) has 
grown wildly from what I remember more than thirty years ago, it 
remains a tradition for my family, like so many of yours. Year after 
year, people return for this three-day event, swelling our population 
of 22,000 to roughly 300,000, all flocking to experience downtown 
Fairhope as it blossoms with creativity and the streets come to life.

These experiences inspired this year‘s theme, beautifully captured 
by our 2024 featured artist, Elisabeth Hays, Fairhope In Bloom—a 
tribute to new growth and the honoring of timeless traditions.

This magical weekend wouldn’t be possible without the support 
of our community and the invaluable time given by our hundreds of 
volunteers, including my outstanding co-chair, Lindsey Lawrence. 
We couldn’t do it without you. Thank you!

On behalf of the Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival Foundation and 
planning committee, welcome to Fairhope! We hope you enjoy 
experiencing Fairhope in full Bloom.

Marissa Fleming Thetford
2024 Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival Chairman

Marissa Thetford Lindsey Lawrence
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A Purr-fectly Charming  
Boutique with over 8000 s.f.  
of all the things ladies love... 

clothing, shoes and accessories!

395 FAIRHOPE AVE
251-990-0061

Your SOLE 
searching is 

over! 
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Welcome to Fairhope! The Arts & 

Crafts Festival is such a special event 

for locals and visitors alike. Each year, 

the City looks forward to hosting this 

outdoor festival in 

beautiful down-

town Fairhope. 

Volunteers spend 

months preparing to 

make this festival a 

success for all those 

that attend.

Fairhope is a city that embraces the 

arts and hosting the Fairhope Arts & 

Crafts festival allows everyone to cel-

ebrate artists from around the country. 

There truly is something for everyone at 

the Arts & Crafts Festival.

Make plans to visit Fairhope, celebrate 

the arts, enjoy good food, and make last-

ing memories with friends and family.

Sherry Sullivan

Mayor, City of Fairhope

Sherry Sullivan 
Mayor 

Council Members: 
Kevin G. Boone 

Jay Robinson 
Jack Burrell, ACMO 

Jimmy Conyers 
Corey Martin 

Lisa A. Hanks, MMC 
City Clerk 

Kimberly Creech 
Treasurer 

161 North Section St. 
PO Drawer 429 

Fairhope, AL 36533 

251-928-2136 (p)
251-928-6776 (f)

www.fairhopeal.gov 

March 2023

Welcome to Fairhope! The Arts & Crafts Festival is such a special 
event for the Fairhope community and is cherished to visitors and  
locals alike. 

This outdoor festival takes place in beautiful downtown Fairhope 
 and will celebrate artists from around the country. There truly is  
something for everyone at the Arts & Crafts Festival.    

Make plans to visit Fairhope, celebrate the arts, enjoy good food, 
and make lasting memories with friends and family.   

Sherry Sullivan 

Mayor 
City of Fairhope 

Welcome to  
beautiful 
Fairhope

THANK YOU TO OUR 
GENEROUS SPONSORS
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March 2023

Welcome to Fairhope! The Arts & Crafts Festival is such a special 
event for the Fairhope community and is cherished to visitors and  
locals alike. 

This outdoor festival takes place in beautiful downtown Fairhope 
 and will celebrate artists from around the country. There truly is  
something for everyone at the Arts & Crafts Festival.    

Make plans to visit Fairhope, celebrate the arts, enjoy good food, 
and make lasting memories with friends and family.   

Sherry Sullivan 

Mayor 
City of Fairhope 

WFNA

GULF COAST

Special thanks to official Festival Photographer, Stephen Savage Photography (251-401-0008 - savagephoto@msn.com) 

and Marissa Thetford Marketing (251-367-4900) for submitting images for the 2024 magazine. And Gulf Coast Media’s 

Mckinzie Daniels (251 943-2151)  for magazine layout

SILVER SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS

Bronze
Fairhope Health & Rehab, Flowerwood Nursery, Plantation Pointe Shopping Center, PNC Bank, 
Sur La Mer, Thomas Roofing, Chason & Chason P.C., Wells Fargo
Copper
Downtown Business Association, Fairhope Brewing Company, Imperial Dade, Jubilee Ace 
Hardware, Lyons Share, Piggly Wiggly, Segers
Patron
Southern Veranda, The Balcony, Stephen Savage Photography
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Recognized as a tax-exempt 501(c)3 organization 
by the IRS, the Foundation welcomes donations and 
inquiries about its work.

2024 scholarship and grant applications are now 
available online at FairhopeArtsandCraftsFestival.
com. You can reach out to the Foundation via mail at 
P.O. Box 2343, Fairhope, AL 36533, through email at 
fairhopeartsandcraftsfestival@gmail.com, or by phone 
at 251-229-1874. 

Festival  Foundation
The Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival Foundation was established in 2016 by dedicated volunteers from the 

Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival Committee. Its primary mission is to preserve and advance the legacy and integ-
rity of The Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival while fostering community appreciation for the arts and supporting 
art education through scholarships.

Left to right: Dianne Herzog, Ricky Lewis, Janne Forander, 
Laura English, Jim Bates, Jodi Keating, Lee Teumer, Mandi 
Bezeredi (Stephen Roberts not pictured)

Every year, the Festival's proceeds are distributed to 
deserving recipients in the form of grants and student 
scholarships. These beneficiaries are selected through 
nominations and decisions made by our festival 
volunteers and board of directors. Eligible recipients 
must have ties to art-related endeavors, civic organiza-
tions, and organizations that contribute to the enrich-
ment of local arts in some capacity.
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Board of Directors
Foundation board members are:
President - Laura English
Treasurer - Lee Teumer
Secretary - Dianne Herzog
Jim Bates

Mandi Bezeredi
Joanne Fornander
Ricky Lewis
Jodi Keating
Stephen Roberts

“We are so proud of the nearly $200,000 that
we have been able to award to members of our
community since our since 2016 and look
forward to doing much more,”
- Foundation Board President, Laura English.
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Two Days Only!

30% Off all Antique & Estate Jewelry

Friday March 15th & Saturday March 16th

“View The Most Complete Selection of Antique Jewelry in the South”

Brenny’s Jewelry Company
333 Fairhope Ave, Fairhope, AL 36532

251-928-3916
Monday - Saturday 9:30 - 5:00 • Closed Sunday

www.brennysjewelry.comBRENNY’S JEWELRYBRENNY’S JEWELRY
COMPANYCOMPANY
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According to records and newspapers, the Arts & Crafts 
Festival originally started as a tour, planned to coordinate 
with the Mobile Jaycees’ Azalea Trail and Mobile Mardi 
Gras celebrations, with the idea that visitors attending these 
major events in Mobile would be attracted across the bay, 
thus allowing visitors and local residents a chance to see 
some of the many talents of Eastern Shore residents.

The first Arts & Crafts Tour took place February 22 to 
February 28, 1953. All exhibits were inside store windows 
and consisted of a wide variety of interests. The tour sched-
ule included entertainment and craft demonstrations and 
lasted for an entire week. Although some artists did sell 
items, the majority of the “tour” consisted of exhibits for 
viewing only.

In 1965 the tour expanded to include exhibitors and 
activities from the cities of Spanish Fort and Daphne. The 
week’s opening ceremonies were held in Spanish Fort and 
ended with a play in Fairhope. The Chamber reported 
4,150 visitors; 52 exhibitors and demonstrators were high-
lighted, in addition to another 41 artists who participated.

In 1967 there were more than a hundred displays, exhib-
its, and demonstrations. There was still no entry fee, but all 
participants were asked to pay a 10% commission on their 
gross sales. 

By 1975 craftsmen displayed works and methods in 
“Craft-Houses” (which were created out of vacant build-
ings). For the first time in 1978, the show was condensed 
to three days. This was also the first year that the craftsmen 
were placed on the sidewalks, rather than in buildings and 
businesses.

In 1983 the first prize money was awarded. The Best of 
Show recipient was given $250 and booths were moved 
from the edge of the streets 
to the middle. The Mary 
McGrath Award was estab-
lished in 1984 and the first 
Spring Fever Chase was 
organized in 1986

In many ways the festival 
really took off in the nine-
ties despite torrential rains 
in 1991 that damaged the 
tents on opening day. There 
were lots of firsts; first time 
the show was expanded to 
Magnolia, first time there 
was a Food Court, first time 

TV coverage, first time awards were exchanged between 
the Chamber and the Art Center, first time there were more 
than 700 applicants and first time it was named one of the 
Top 200 Festivals in the United States by the Sunshine Art-
ist magazine. Since then, the festival has received this same 
honor each year. Artists who participate in shows all over 
the United States vote on this award.

Moving into the new millennium the success of the festi-
val continued, receiving hundreds of thousands of visitors 
and artists from all over the country. In 2016 the Fairhope 
Arts and Crafts Foundation was created to continue the 
tradition and expand the Festival’s purpose of community 
outreach. The beloved local tradition, that consistently 
ranks as one of the top art shows in the country, celebrates 
its 72nd anniversary in 2024.

As one may see from this history, the Festival has 
changed in many ways; its exhibitors are no longer only 
locals; they come from across the United States. We no lon-
ger charge the exhibitors commission on their sales, just an 
entry fee. The number of visitors is now in six-digit figures, 

and the activities taking 
place in conjunction with 
the Festival have grown by 
leaps and bounds.

The Fairhope Arts & 
Crafts Festival’s purpose re-
mains the same: to promote 
good will and festivity in 
Fairhope, to exhibit for show 
and sale the highest quality 
artwork and craftsmanship 
available, and to host the 
Festival in the loveliest area 
in the world.

More Than 72 Years of Fairhope Arts & Crafts
 A Treasured Local Tradition
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Each year, the Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival 
Chairman selects a featured artist whose work serves 
as the centerpiece of the Festival, appearing on com-
memorative posters, t-shirts and other promotional 
materials. The featured artwork is also reproduced 
in limited prints, signed and numbered, and avail-
able exclusively at the Festival’s official merchandise 
booth. 

The 2024 Festival Chairman, Marissa Thetford 
selected Fairhope native, Elisabeth Hays. The two  
have known eachother since childhood, growing up 
together in Fairhope.Marissa said she couldn’t imag-
ine a more perfect artist to represent Fairhope than 
Elisabeth.

Get to know Elisabeth

Growing up in Fairhope, Alabama, Elisabeth Hays 
was constantly inspired by the creative energy found 
in her southern coastal town. In 2018, after almost 10 
years of owning and operating a successful interior 
design studio and the birth of her second child, 
Elisabeth decided to channel her creative energy into 
her love of creating original art. 

The gulf coast and it’s ever evolving elements are 
a direct inspiration to much of Elisabeth’s work as 
can be seen in her Bay Maps, Mullet Parades, and 
hand embroidered Stitches Collections. Her inte-
rior design roots can be found in her collections of 
expressionist abstract art experimenting with mixed 
media to merge her love of textiles & interior design 
with her love of painting and abstract art. Elisabeth’s 

most recent col-
lections of Bugs 
& Butterflies are 
an explorative 
journey of me-
dium experimen-
tation inspired by 
the imaginative 
narratives of her 
children and their 
simple pleasures 
(and fears!) in 
everyday natural 
findings. 

Elisabeth re-
sides in Fairhope 
with her hus-
band, William, 
their two chil-
dren, Mary Crider 

and Sam, and 
their Golden Re-
triever, Grits.

Elisabeth’s col-
lection of tulip 
inspired paint-
ings, anchored 
by the Festival’s 
Featured Artwork 
“Fairhope in 
Bloom”, will be 
on display start-
ing First Friday, 
March 1 at Lyons 
Share Gallery 
(330 De La Mare 
Ave) and will 
remain on dis-
play through the 
festival, March 15-17. Her beautiful butterfly mural 
is also located on De La Mare Avenue and makes a 
beautiful photo opp during the festival.

For more information on Elisabeth and her work, 
visit .elisabethhays.com, or follow her on Instagram 
@EGHAYSart.

2024 Featured Artist, Elisabeth Hays

Mary Crider and Sam Hays, pose with 
their mother’s mural on De La Mare 
Avenue.

Elisabeth and William Hays.
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Festival Quick Facts
WHAT: WHEN:

72nd Annual Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival March 15th-17th
Hours are Friday through Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The annual Arts & Crafts Festival is held every third 
weekend In March in the picturesque streets of Down-
town Fairhope on the Eastern Shore of Mobile Bay. 
For three days downtown Fairhope transforms from 
the quaint and charming old-fashioned streets to an 
outdoor art gallery featuring painting, jewelry, pot-
tery, and other handcrafted treasures. The admission 
is free!

WHERE:
The picturesque streets of Downtown Fairhope on the 
Eastern Shore of Mobile Bay.

DIRECTIONS:

PARKING:

If you are traveling along Interstate 10, take exit 35 
and head south on US Highway 98. Continue on US 
Highway 98 for approximately 10 miles. 

Upon entering Fairhope, turn right onto Fairhope 
Avenue and head west into downtown Fairhope. The 
Festival is in the downtown area

SHUTTLE SERVICES:
Hot Wheels of Daphne provides 

shuttle service during the weekend. 
Parking for the shuttle will be available 
at the Piggly Wiggly parking lot in the 
Plantation Point shopping center on the 
corner of Hwy. 98 and Fairhope Ave.

Shuttle Hours: 10:00 am to 5:30 pm Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday 

The cost of the shuttle is $5 round trip.

HANDICAP PARKING: 
Handicap Parking will be available:
• On Bancroft in the parking lot behind the 

Fairhope Museum of History.
• In the Municipal parking lot on Bancroft Street

DOWNTOWN PARKING/TOWING:
Parking is limited in the downtown area and available 

on a first come, first serve basis. 
Please pay attention to no parking signs during the 

Festival and do not block driveways. The City and Festi-

val committee make every effort not to tow vehicles, but 
it may be necessary if a driveway or residence is blocked 
or if your vehicle interferes with the Festival activities. 
In the event your car is towed during the Festival, please 
call Tony’s Towing Services at 251-928-7324. 

• Parking is available:
• In the public parking garage off North Church 

Street.
• On the public parking lot off South Church Street
• At the First Baptist Church of Fairhope, St. Law-

rence Church and the Fairhope United Methodist 
Church on South Section Street except during 
church services.

Golf Cart Parking:
Golf Cart Parking will be available at the Coastal Ala-

bama Community College on Bancroft

BICYCLE VALET:
The Pedestrian and Bicycle Committee along with the 

Baldwin County Trailblazers will have Bike Valet set up 
in front of the Fairhope Public Library on Fairhope Av-
enue during event hours. For more information, please 
email the committee at fairhopepedbikeada@gmail.com.

WHY:
The Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival is a 100% volun-

teer run Festival. The Fairhope Arts & Crafts Foundation 
uses the proceeds to support the arts in the community 
through donations and scholarships. Besides being cho-
sen by various tourism departments and magazines as 
one of the top events in the South, it is also recognized 
throughout the United States as one of the top Fine Art 
Festivals.

COST:
Admission is free for this art and cultural event



2024 Fairhope Arts and Crafts  15 

RevolutionFairhope@gmail.com
9 North Church Street, D, Fairhope, AL

251-990-4859

Womens & Mens 
On-Trend Clothing

Consignment

www.PecanGifts.com

16151 Greeno Road
(Highway98)

Fairhope, Alabama 36532

1-800-732-6812
1-251-928-9031

MARCH 1,2025MARCH 1,2025
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Congratulations! Youve Been Adopted!
Fairhope’s Adopt an Artist Program proves Southern Hospitality is alive and well

For more than thirty years, the merchants of Down-
town Fairhope have provided a unique service for art-
ists participating in the Festival by matching them with 
a local business for the weekend. 

It all began decades ago when a few local merchants 
reached out to the artists who were located in front 
of their stores during the Festival, offering restrooms, 
snacks, and just a cool place to get out of the sun for a 
few minutes. Business owners and artists enjoyed it so 
much that the concept was pitched to the Downtown 
Fairhope Business Association as a formal program to 
encourage all of the local merchants to participate and 
“Adopt an Artist” was born! 

 Diane Douglas, owner of In the Company of Angels, 
led the effort for over thirty years, led the effort by orga-
nizing the Adopt an Artist program in partnership with 
the Downtown Fairhope Business Association. In 2023, 
the honor was passed down to longtime shop owners 
and sisters, Barbara Miller Levitt and Carol Miller Eber-
lein and their team at M&F Casuals on Fairhope Ave.

Individual merchants sign up and agree to offer vari-
ous services to Festival artists over the weekend. Art-
ists are invited to utilize their adoptive shop for general 
information, refreshments, restrooms (when available) 
and, as always, gracious Southern Hospitality. 

Not everybody takes advantage of the opportunity, 
but all seem appreciative of the gesture and often men-
tion it on the final evaluations as a “major highlight” 
of the weekend. In fact, many artists have suggested 
the program to other Festivals across the country and 
several have initiated their own “adoption” programs. 
Local merchants love to share stories of their treasured 
time with the artists and many request to be placed 
with the same “adoptee” year after year. With little 
effort or expense, forever friendships are made every 
March in the heart of Fairhope.

The Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival Foundation 
would like to thank all of the Downtown Merchants for 
their dedicated support to the Festival and welcoming 
spirit. They are a big part of what makes our Festival 
(and Downtown Fairhope) so special.
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FIBERS/LEATHER

 Artist Listings as of 2/19/24. Artists are subject to 
change. For the most up to date artist listing please 
visit FairhopeArtsandCraftsFestival.com or stop by the 
Festival Information Booth for a map and artist list.

Mari Lydic Pace, FL 
Lenora Thomas Pensacol,a FL
Melissa Bracken Cincinnati, OH
Debbie Hoover Calera, AL
Mary Zlotnick Bolivia, NC
Donna Guidry Mandeville, LA
MaryAnn Jefferson Mount Pleasant, SC
Ronia Grillos Durango, CO
Annie Mohaupt Chicago, IL
Yuliya Wolf Hartford, WI 
Sarah Miller Cincinnati, OH
Sue Konkol Leland, NC
Iliyana Skrobanska Knoxville, TN
Brian Joyner Chattanooga, TN
Robert Hale Robertsdale, AL
Betty Prime Charleston, SC
Prapapun Zielke Newton, TX

FUNCTIONAL CRAFTS
Sheridan Glenn Troy, AL 
Paul Miller Brockwa,y PA
Victor Edwards Monticello, FL
Jeff Mohr Crawfordville, FL
Nancy Stroud SwaiNnboro, GA
Jeremy Temple Goodlettsville, TN 
Dustin Headrick White House, TN
George Jones Jr. Florence, AL
Jon Thompson Lampe, MO
Jennifer Humphrey Lawrenceville, GA
Pamela Regal Dallas, GA
Shannon Lewis Ashland, KY
Neil Kahrs Dexter, KS
Andrew Whittake Columbia, TN

GLASS
David Wiss Spanish Fort, AL
Robert Derwick Tallahassee, FL
Shawn Bungo Ypsilanti, MI
Kellie Hastings Foley, AL
Judy Martin  Lyman, SC
Janice James Eubank Hoover, AL
Charles Adams  Troy, AL
Teri Walker  New Orleans, LA
Richard Bond Ottawa, Ontario
Vasil Ivanov Hollywood, FL
Marygail Vansledright Alto, MI
Debb Cusick Wapakoneta, OH

GRAPHICS, DRAWING 
& WATERCOLOR

Emily Edmunds Salt Lake City, UT
Craig Routh Denham Springs, LA
Keith Andry Baton Rouge, LA
Frank Lamia Fairhope, AL
Thomas Wrenn Sanford, FL
LJ Eidolon  Charleston, SC
Marie Rust Bitely, MI
Rachael Walker  Covington, LA
Zhiyong Ye  Leesburg, FL
Nicola Barsaleau LaCrosse, FL
Haylee M. Shoop  Whittier, CA
Brian McKelvey  St. Johns, MI
Karen Libecap  Hoover, AL

JEWELRY
Meena Mehta  Southbury, CT
Robin Holt  Tallahassee, FL
Mary Lee  Tallahassee, FL
Norman Morgan Owens Cross Roads, AL
Carol Bryan  Fort Worth, TX
Carlos Montanaro  Indio, CA
Alisa Butts  Germantown, TN
Valerie Lamott  Columbia, SC
Kim Coy  Casselberry, FL
Rocky Pardo  Alton, IL
Wendy and Joe EdwardsWaynesville, NC
Busarin Kittichareonsup Phoenix, AZ
Katherine Likos Webster Groves, MO
Kelly Civitarese Palm Beach Gardens, FL
Scott Macklin San Diego, CA
Jenna Hirt  Port Orange, FL
Rajan Khurana New Orleans, LA
Dawn Middleton Greenville, IN
Jose Paternoster West Palm Beach, FL
Martin Taber Bainbridge Island, WA
Paul Albritton Holly Hill, FL
Chip Arnold  Webster ,NY
Sandra Matasick  Gainesville, FL
Michael Bonardi  Columbus, OH
Jill Sharp  Roswell, GA
Spirit Bush  Woodstock, GA
Hanna de Volska  Fort Worth, TX
Thomas Mann  New Orleans, LA

2024 Festival Artists

MIXED MEDIA
Chawn Murrah  Atlanta, GA
Rick Heard  Murfreesboro, TN
Daniel Powell  Lebanon, TN
Jose Coy  Waco, TX
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PAINTING
Peter Wu  Missouri City, TX
Anita Bice  Moody, AL
Andrea Chipser  Destin, FL
Lisa Bohnwagner  Rossville, GA
Trish Jones  Yulee, FL
Wanda Azzario-Goldberg Gulf Breeze, FL
John Armistead Tupelo, MS
Anne Schroeder Alva, FL
Joan Curtis Birmingham, AL
Charlotte Miller Mukwonago, WI
Sydney Gruber Austin, TX
Debra Grubbs Salem, NH
Godwin Kou Alpharetta, GA
Adam Hall  Metairie, LA
Darlene Chatham  Slidell, LA
Richard Franklin  Pensacola, FL
Annette Poitau  Oberlin, OH
lydia randolph Mentone, AL
Marisa Ray  Knoxville, TN
Loran Chavez  Fairhope, AL
Randall Bartlett  Auburn, AL
Linda Scott  Daphne, AL
Trina Ross  Florence, AL
Gina Krawez  Fort Payne, AL
Laurel Browning  Trussville, AL
Jennifer Heron  Stone Mountain, GA
Steve Andrews  Tallahassee, FL
George Jones  Little Elm, TX
Hannah Amidon  Nashville, TN
Lauchlan Davis  Chattanooga, TN
Keith Martin Johns  Chiefland, FL

PHOTOGRAPHY
Neshama Roash Saint Louis, MO
David Ogden Melbourne, FL
Patrick Potter Metairie, LA
Thomas Sanders Foley, AL
Joe Hiltabidel  Travelers Rest, SC
Jeff Baldock  Lucedale, MS
Priscilla Venable Spanish Fort, AL
Cara Fuller  Huntsville, AL
Eric Clay  Orlando, FL
Kyle Wilson Selma, NC
Stewart Rein  Summerdale, AL
Gerome Bonner Parker, TX
Sheldon Anderson  Ponchatoula, LA
Micheal Paul Cole  Hannibal, MO
Michael Jasinski McIntosh, FL
Brian Miller Powell, TN
Enrique Chavez Miami, FL

CERTIFIED APPRAISER OF

MILITARY RELICS PRE-CIVIL WAR 
TO GULF WAR

WE NEED WORLD WAR II ITEMS!

Certified Appraiser, James Mitchell 
Owner, Henry Skinner

15296D Co. Rd 3, Fairhope, AL | 251-422-9474

HIGHEST PRICES 
PAID FOR ALL  
CIVIL WAR &  
MILITARY ITEMS, 
GIVE US A CALL

GUNS • MILITARY ITEMS • DOCUMENTS 
ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES 
BOOKS • LETTERS • DIARIES

To Arms AnTiques
BUYER & SELLER

MIXED MEDIA
Anne Venable  Lafayette, LA
Kellie Smith Duson, LA
Richard (Rich) Britnell Auburn, AL
Karen Cutrell  Covington, LA
Abigail Brewer  Tuscaloosa, AL 
Sarah Mason  Birmingham, AL
Deeann Rieves  Hermitage, TN
Summer Lydick Humble, TX
Drew Brass  Apopka, FL 
Kristine Senft  Santa Rosa Beach, FL
Amber Myrick  Foley, AL
Linda Tong  Suwanee, GA
Dan BI  Markham, Ontario
Liping Jackson  Clinton, MS
Elizabeth Zolnoski  Daphne, AL
Donna Martin  Hoover, AL
Lara Wehrli  Lake City, FL
Candace Mahoney  Dalton, GA
Amy Koch Eureka, MO
Jamie Meagher Satellite Beach, FL 
Ryan Boase  Greenville, SC
Kelly Jean  Baton Rouge, LA 
Debo Groover Tallahassee, FL

POTTERY/CERAMICS
Craig & Tracy Wilson Blue Springs, MS
Joey Chessey Dayton, OH
Becca Irvin Candler, NC 
Amber Poole Lexington, VA
Audry Deal-McEver  Nashville, TN
Rick & Lisa Cartwright Weber Booneville, MS
Jason Wilson Hattiesburg, MS
Noah Kirk Dade City, FL
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Daphne, Spanish Fort, traveling through the picturesque farmlands of Central Baldwin 
County, to the pristine white sandy beaches and blue waters found along Alabama’s 

Gulf Coast, Let us help you take the next step on your journey to finding your perfect 
home in this paradise we call home!

Mary Jane Owen 
Managing Broker 
251.533.3572

Andrea  
Shilston   
251.752.0192

Rick Burmeister 
251.751.4654

Nick Russo 
251.979.3344

Shannon Jha 
901.647.7537

Meredith Amon 
970.389.2905

Eva Wilmott 
504.259.2201

10 South Church Street, Fairhope, AL
www.kaisersir.com

22 The Battery, Orange Beach
MLS #351446

Gulf Shores Plantation, Unit 2102
MLS # 337226

787 Bear Creek Court, Gulf Shores
MLS #356532

9370 Neumann Drive, Elberta
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1271 Surrey Loop, Foley
MLS # 353670

5362 Mississippi Avenue, Orange Beach
Moondance on Perdido Bay

Upscale, bayfront gated community 
– pick your lot and start making your 

dream home a reality!

372 Thornhill Circle, Gulf Shores
MLS # 356582

22988 Perdido Beach Blvd, Unit #801, 
Orange Beach 
MLS # 350003

 Gerald Tipton
 985-415-5132
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Jason Bove  Oregonia, OH
Olivia Avery  Memphis, TN
Kyle carpenter Hendersonville, NC
Becky Ziemer  Memphis, TN
Triny Cline Canton, GA
Eric Sewel Lincoln, NE
Tim Peters Winter Haven, FL
Chad Collins Gladstone, MO
Lisa TeviaClark Brasstown, NC
Alex Williams New Orleans, LA

SCULPTURE
Josh Price  Dunnellon, FL
Royal Miree  Birmingham, AL
Woody Smith  Crystal Lake, IL
Pornthep Ruang  Atlanta, GA
William Colburn Birmingham, AL
Craig Riches Fairhope, AL
Sean Klinksiek Bulverde, TX
Whitney Clanton Jacksons Gap, AL
Jonathan Rose  Tullahoma, TN
Rommel Ricaurte Mount Pleasant, TN

WOOD
Craig Babylon Covington, LA
David Fortenberry Gadsden, AL
David Sinquefield Murrayville, GA
Wade Heyl Houma, LA
Lee Toney  Lake Providence, LA
John & Laurie Smith  Yalaha, FL
Peter Floyd Pascagoula, MS
David Porter  Ruther Glen, VA
Byron Lawrence  Palm Bay, FL
Amanda Terry  Haleyville, AL
Amber Baker  Claremore, OK
ilania fowler  Marble, NC
James Garrard  Dallas, GA
Robert Schafer Latonia, KY

Adjacent Art Show Happening this Weekend 
Did you know there are actually two art 

shows going on at the same time this weekend 
in Downtown Fairhope? The Fairhope Arts 
& Crafts Festival organized by the Fairhope 
Arts & Crafts Festival Foundation and the An-
nual Outdoor Art Show hosted by the East-
ern Shore Art Center happen simultaneously 
every third weekend in March.

Now in its 52nd year, the Outdoor Art Show 
hosted by the Eastern Shore Art Center is 
located directly next to the Fairhope Arts and 
Crafts Festival. Nearly 100 artist booths line 
the sides of Section Street north of Magno-
lia Avenue and Oak Street in front of the Art 
Center. 

The ESAC Outdoor Art Show is a major 
fundraiser for the Art Center, allowing free ad-
mission to the public all year round. For more 
information on the ESAC Outdoor Art Show 
artist listings, visit www.esartcenter.org.

Eastern Shore Art Center 
Outdoor Art Show
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2024 Festival Judges

Amoreena Brewton
Amoreena Brewton is from Gulf Shores, 

Alabama. Her family has divided ;me 

between the Eastern  Shore and the island 

shore for over a century and a half. Growing 

up with hippie parents who loved to  travel 

and surf stoked her worldly and adventur-

ous spirit. Although she rebelled against 

her art-minded  parents and turned to sports for her imagina;ve outlet while 

young, she could not escape the call to be  crea;ve. ABer receiving a BA from 

Coker University and then an MA from the University of South  Alabama, 

Amoreena went to work with students at the North Carolina School of the 

Arts. She later  returned home to teach at the newly built Gulf Shores High 

School and stayed to raise her two kids,  Carter and Beckham.  

Amoreena currently works at the Coastal Arts Center of Orange Beach, 

teaching classes, recruiting artists and assisting with the organization and pro-

motion of events and conferences. The goal is to always create a stellar learn-

ing experience for all ages of artists and guests on campus. Her enthusiasm is 

matched by her desire to help students learn to think creatively so they can be 

innovative in their artistic endeavors  and in their livelihoods. 

Amoreena Brewton is from Gulf Shores, Alabama.  Her family has divided ;me between the Eastern 
Shore and the island shore for over a century and a half.  Growing up with hippie parents who loved to 
travel and surf stoked her worldly and adventurous spirit.  Although she rebelled against her art-minded 
parents and turned to sports for her imagina;ve outlet while young, she could not escape the call to be 
crea;ve.  ABer receiving a BA from Coker University and then an MA from the University of South 
Alabama, Amoreena went to work with students at the North Carolina School of the Arts.  She later 
returned home to teach at the newly built Gulf Shores High School and stayed to raise her two kids, 
Carter and Beckham. 

Amoreena currently works at the Coastal Arts Center of Orange Beach, teaching classes, recrui;ng ar;sts 
and assis;ng with the organiza;on and promo;on of events and conferences.  The goal is to always craB 
a stellar learning experience for all ages of ar;sts and guests on campus.  Her enthusiasm is matched by 
her desire to help students learn to think crea;vely so they can be innova;ve in their ar;s;c endeavors 
and in their livelihoods.   

 

The Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival; Judged and Juried

The Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival is a juried event. For those unfamiliar with the term, juried art events have a selec-
tion committee for art & craft exhibitors and require that applicants submit slides or photos of work or products and booth 
displays, along with other information like art process, material descriptions, and/or other relevant information for their 
prospective art mediums or category. The selection committee (the jury) reviews all applications before choosing exhibi-
tors for the event. On average, the Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival receives more than 400 applicants, with the final show 
consisting of roughly 220 to 240 invited exhibitors.

On the first day of the Festival three judges evaluate the more than 200 participants in the show. They select winners by 
scoring each individual artist and the artists with the highest overall scores get the largest awards. There is also an award 
for each artist with the highest score for their medium. Being selected a winner is not just about the honor – it comes with a 
cash prize and a coveted spot in next year’s Festival. Meet the 2024 judges…

Jason Tanner Young
Jason Tanner Young received a Master of Fine Arts degree in Sculpture from the 

University of Nebraska Lincoln in 2011 and a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the 

University of Texas at Tyler in 2008. He is  currently an Associate Professor of Art 

and director of the Sculpture concentraTIon at the University of  Montevallo. From 

2017-2019 he served as the Gallery Director for the Department of Art. Young  previ-

ously worked at Ohio University, where he taught courses in Sculpture + Expanded 

PractIce as well  as the FoundaKons Department. He also served as the Sculpture and 

Woodshop Technician; frequently  conductIng workshops and demonstraTIons train-

ing graduate and undergraduate students on  woodworking and foundry techniques.  

Young’s work addresses the relationship between 

object and memory. Often acting as a marker for experi-

ences, objects offer a method by which to navigate by 

serving as internal landmarks. His  hybridized forms 

describe personal truths, events, and behaviors. He 

shows his work extensively, and has been included 

in exhibitions at Lowe Mill Arts and Entertainment 

(Huntsville, AL), Arrowmont School  of Arts and CraZs 

(Gatlinburg, TN), The Sculpture Center (Cleveland, 

OH), Axis Gallery (Sacramento, CA),  Weston Art Gal-

lery (CincinnaTI, OH), and Manifest Gallery (CincinnaTI, OH), among many others. 

  Gail Cheney
After 44 years as a public school teacher and administrator, college professor, and educational 

consultant, Gail Chenel returned to her life-long love – ART. Since losing her daughter in 2008, paint-
ing and pottery has not only provided her with joy but also solace. Proceeds from much of her work 
support memorial funds for her daughter, Amy, at Twelve Gates Ministry in Clarksdale, MS and The 
Home of Grace and related charities on the Mississippi Gulf Coast.

For years, Cheney and her husband have divided time between the Mississippi Gulf Coast and the 
Mississippi Delta, and her work often focuses on the unique and common elements of these places. 
The “bayou” has been a common thread, thus her decision to use the “Arts on the Bayou” name for 
her work

Although oils and pastels we her mediums of choice when she was an undergraduate student, 
she has spent much of her current art career rediscovering acrylics, watercolors, mixed media, and pottery. She continues to 
explore mediums, styles, and subject matter, however, now primarily focuses on her  “Transitions” work with pottery and 
paintings with mixed media and inks. I love to deviate from these and create “hanging ceramic” pieces. Cheney says “Thanks 
to the support of the people in my life, I continue learning how to remain an artist.”.
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Juried Award Categories
The Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival presents artists more 
than $22,000 in cash prizes for the top artists and craftsman. 
A panel of three very talented and highly respected judges 
were chosen to select the best works in the 72nd Annual 
Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival. The awards are presented 
during the Artist’s Dinner on Friday evening.

Award Categories
Best of Show
Chairman’s Award
A&C Foundation Award
Jury Award
Awards of Distinction for each medium (10)
Merit Awards (5)

Patron Award Program
Many artists would argue that the most coveted honor 
is when visitors stop by their booth and purchase their 
works. The Patron Award Program allows businesses or 
individuals to honor their favorite artists and craftsmen by 
committing to purchase at least $100 from one of the festival 
vendors. When they find that special piece and buy it, they 
present the artist with a ribbon and placard bearing their 
name or the name of their business. Patrons may purchase 
works from any exhibitor they choose and the money 
goes directly to the artist. For more information visit www.
fairhopeartsandcraftsfestival.com (Patron Award button on 
home page)

Did you know?
There are actually two art shows going on at the 
same time this weekend in Downtown Fairhope? 
The Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival organized by 
the Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival Foundation 
and the Annual Outdoor Art Show hosted by the 
Eastern Shore Art Center happen simultaneously 
every third weekend in March.
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An Army of Volunteers More than 500 volunteers work together to 
produce the Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival

As soon as the Festival closes each March, our volunteers eagerly begin working on the following year’s festivities. 
The all-volunteer effort is the heart of the Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival. There are so many components to organiz-
ing this festival, and the 2024 festival volunteers have been hard at work to make all the pieces of the festival fall into 
place seamlessly.

Our committees are led by volunteers that are passionate about what they do. Some committees work all year long, 
while others only work the week of the festival. Each one plays an essential role in the process.

People from all walks of life and all ages give countless hours to make the annual festival a success, and the love for 
the festival is passed on from generation to generation. We cherish the faithful volunteers that have joined us year after 
year, but we also welcome new volunteers that will help continue the tradition that has been part of Fairhope for more 
than seventy years.

That love and dedication allowed the Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival to grow from a small local festival into a 
festival that attracts artists and visitors from all over the nation, being named one of the top 10 Festivals in the country 
by Sunshine Artist Magazine and being recognized by publications like Southern Living Magazine and the New York 
times.

2024 Chairman Marissa Thetford and co-chair Lindsey Lawrence are proud to work together with this great group of 
volunteers to present the 72nd Annual Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival.

Are you interested in volunteering with the Festival committee next year? Visit our website and click on the “Volun-
teer Committee” tab under the welcome section.

Festival Volunteers enjoying the holiday season at their annual 
Christmas Party.
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FESTIVAL MERCHANDISE:

Be on the lookout for our official fes-
tival merchandise tent where you will 
find this year’s limited edition art 
print of Fairhope in Bloom by Elisa-
beth hays as well as commemorative 
tee shirts, hats, tumbler mugs and 
more. We accept cash, credit and Ven-
mo!

The 72nd Annual Artist Reveal
Hosted February 2nd at Provision in Downtown Fairhope
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Student Art Murals

Fairhope Arts and Crafts 
Festival Student Mural Con-
test has been part of the fes-
tival since 2007 and the en-
thusiasm for the contest has 
grown since its inception. 
Student artists from East-
ern Shore middle and high 
schools participate in the 
mural contest by working 
with other students at their 
school to create an origi-
nal work of art inspired by 
the Festival theme of the 
year. The 2024 theme is: 
Fairhope In Bloom, Honor-
ing Jimmy Buffett

The student murals are 
displayed at the Artist’s 
Dinner on Friday night 
where the festival vendors 
have the opportunity to 
vote for their favorite stu-
dent murals. The names of 
the winning school murals are announced at 
the conclusion of the Artist’s Dinner. On Sat-
urday morning the beautiful student murals 
are relocated to the front windows of various 
downtown merchants so they can be enjoyed 
by the thousands of festival attendees.

All participating schools receive a small 
monetary donation, and the three winning 
schools receive a larger monetary prize. The 
award money is donated by Segers Aero Corp. 
and helps fund the schools’ art programs. 
Keith Parden of Fairhope’s Ace Jubilee Hard-
ware store generously donates the materials 
for the mural boards while Fairhope Middle 
School art teacher Shawn Johnson offers his 
time to build the mural boards. 

For one year following the festival, the stu-
dent murals are beautifully displayed at “The 
Fairhope Chocolate Shop” located at for at 
403 Fairhope Avenue. After the after the Arts 
and Crafts Festival concludes, the student 
artists and teachers are treated to an awards 
reception at The Fairhope Chocolate Shop.

For the past few years, Mayor Sherry Sulli-
van has selected several “The Mayor’s Favor-

ite” murals and they are proudly displayed in 
her office at City Hall.

During the Festival the artwork can be seen 
in the windows of the following Downtown 
Fairhope locations:

• M&F Casuals (380 Fairhope Ave) - 
Fairhope High School and Fairhope 
Middle School 

• Fairhope Single Tax Corporation (336 
Fairhope Ave) - Bayshore Christian 
School and St. Michael Catholic High 
School

• Mobile Bay Realty (10 N Section St) 
- Daphne Middle School and Daphne 
High School

• Fantasy Island Toys (335 Fairhope Ave) 
- Spanish Fort Middle School

• Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce 
(327 Fairhope Ave) - Spanish Fort High 
School 

• Fairhope Pharmacy (398 Fairhope Ave) - 
Bayside Academy

The Student Art Mural Contest 
showcases the creativity of  Eastern 

Shore art students

Fairhope High School - 1st Place 2023
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Anderson, Sheldon Ponchatoula, LA 9901
Bonner, Gerome Parker, TX 8802-04
Fuller, Cara Huntsville, AL 5538
Jasinski, Michael McIntosh, FL 1102
Kennington, John Bixby, OK 3321-22
Mellott, Ron Bloomington, IN 5503
Miller, Brian Powell, TN 5510
Ogden, David Melbourne, FL 6623
Parnell, Debi Bay Minette, AL 9907
Salters, David Ocean Springs, MS 2211
Timoney, Alexe Spanish Fort, AL 5516
White, Steve Ocean Springs, MS 5527
Wilson, Kyle Selma, NC 1118

Photography

Clanton, Whitney Jacksons Gap, AL 6622
Colburn, William Birmingham, AL 1126
Doggett, Cym Huntsville, AL 5511
Grant, Will Bradenton, FL 5542-44
Jones, Lester Bartlett, TN 5523
Lawless, Susan Clarksville, TN 5536
Miree, Royal Birmingham, AL 5505-07
Ricaurte,  Rommel Lawrenceburg, TN 1130-32
Riches, Craig Fairhope, AL 5501
Rose, Jonathan Thompson Station, TN 5532
Welsch, Adam Buena Vista, GA 9913
Xia, Sompit  Granite Falls, NC 5541

Sculpture

Cole, Jenn Cookeville, TN 6608
Feazell, Todd Cincinnati, OH 5512
Fincannon, Karen Tucker, GA 1137
Gutierrez, Luis  Wake Forest, NC 2202
Holbein, Melissa Huntsville, AL 5502
Johnson, David Memphis, TN 4402
Neal, Greg Howey in the Hills, FL 6617
Peters, Tim Winter Haven, FL 5529
Poole, Amber Lexington, VA 1110-12
Rogers, Larry and Tracey Dickson, TN 4414
Smith, Leslie  Birmingham, AL 1113
Stelzer, Karl Cantonment, FL 4407-08
Stephens, Dave Rogers, AR 6620
Swiersz, Brian Madison, WI 4412
Thompson, Jon Lampe, MO 3302
Williams, Alex New Orleans, LA 5515
Wilson, Jason Hattiesburg, MS 5550

Pottery/Ceramics

Camp, Pam Panama City, FL 9910
Cereghino-Groves, Magali      Orlando, FL 4413
Cook, Charles Ocean Springs, MS 3317
Finerman, Dan Saucier, MS 3311
Floyd, Peter Pascagoula, MS 4404
Fortenberry, David Huntsville, AL 2213
Gollotte , Tim Wilmer , AL 2208
Heyl, Wade Houma, LA 7705-06
Hicks, William Town Creek, AL 6606
Lockridge, Joel Alabaster, AL 6610
McCollum, Richard Ft Pierce, FL 3319-20
Sinquefield, David Murrayville, GA 3304
Smith, Woody Crystal Lake, IL 3305
Thomas, Ralph Gulf Breeze, FL 4401
Till, Ashley Senoia, GA 4429-30
Tucker, Patrick Fairhope, AL 6601

Wood

Name                                       City, State            Booth

Name                                       City, State            Booth

Name                                       City, State            Booth

Name                                       City, State            Booth

Christmas ’Round the Corner Collectible Ornaments
 • Christopher Radko •  Old World • Karen Didion Santas - Nutcrackers - Nativities

Rx Delivery Monday-Friday!

Come visit where Christmas is  
always just ’round the corner!

 Mon - Sat 10:00 - 5:00

398 Fairhope Ave. Fairhope, AL 36532 • 251-928-8822
Get your sunscreen, hats and sunglasses at Fairhope Pharmacy!

396 Fairhope Ave. Fairhope, AL • 1-800-848-3247

www.fairhopepharmacy.com

Peters, Larkin Daphne, AL 1142
Pirkle, Linda Gainesville, GA 6605
Powell, Eddie Birmingham, AL 7701
Ray, Marisa Louisville, TN 6618
Rysavy, Kelly Tallahassee, FL 2207
Schroeder, Anne Alva, FL 1143
Taylor, George Montgomery, AL 3318
Tucker, James (Jim) Shawnee, KS 5539
Whitlock, Steve Sarasota, FL 6609

Painting - Continued
Name                                       City, State            Booth

Please visit our booth 
at the intersection of S. 

Church Street and 
 De la Mare Ave.

Please visit our booth 
at the intersection of S. 

Church Street and 
 De la Mare Ave.

Please visit our booth 
at the intersection of S. 

Church Street and 
 De la Mare Ave.

Please visit our booth 
at the intersection of S. 

Church Street and 
 De la Mare Ave.

Bayside Academy - 2nd Place 2023 Daphne High School - 3rd Place 2023
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Entertainment Stage
Come and enjoy local and regional talent including live 

music, dance performances, and the presentation of the 2023 
Dogwood Trail Court. The entertainment stage can be found 
at the corner of Section Street and Magnolia Avenue in the 
parking lot next to the Regions bank.

(Schedule as known at date of print and subject to change.)

Friday:
9:45 AM Opening Ceremony
11:00 AM Coastal Alabama Community College “Sun Chief 
Sound”
1:30 PM Jane Hannah Band
4:00 PM Gabriel Willis
Saturday:
10:00 AM  Mobile Symphony Strings
11:00 AM Gypsy Chick Belly Dancers
12:00 PM 2024 Dogwood Trail Court Introductions
12:30 PM Schrader’s Suzuki Strings Academy
2:00 PM Gypsy Pearl
3:00 PM Kalyn Muller
Sunday
11:00 University of Southern Alabama Trombone Ensem-
bles 
12:00 Jason Abel
2:00 Dyversatile Dance Crew
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Children's Art Tent

The Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival is full of fun for the 
whole family. The Children’s ART Tent, presented by Coastal 
Alabama Real Estate, is located on South Church Street across 
from Fairhoper’s Community Park. 

Fun for All Ages 

Children can make crafts with their friends and siblings 
or take one of the art lessons given by local artists including 
last year’s 2023 Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival Featured 
Artist, Mr. Ricky Trione. Other activities planned for this 
year include birdhouses, clay creations, flower pot painting 
and kite building! There will also be face painting all day 
each day and Nature Connect will be onsite with additional 
crafts and activities.. We are also excited to have Nature 
Connect and the Fairhope Educational Enrichment Foun-
dation joining our tent again this year. Children can take 
every craft they make home.

And don’t forget to check out the CARE Bears and take 
pictures with them!

The Children’s Art Tent is open between 10 a.m. and 4 
p.m. each day and all activities are 100% free.

Children’s Art Tent Activity Schedule:

Friday, March 15
10-11: Jumbo Flowers
11-12: Clay Creations
12-1: Sunflower Pots
1-2: Birdhouses
2-3: Sand Art
3-4: Kites

Saturday, March 16
10-1: Painting with local artist, Mr. Ricky Trione
1-2: Birdhouses
2-3: Kites
3-4: Sand Art

Sunday, March 17
10-11: Clay Creations
11-12: Kites
12-1: Sand Art
1-2: Shamrocks
2-3: Sunflower Pots
3-4: Birdhouses
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Explore 
the Art
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WFNA

GULF COAST

2nd
March 15, 16, 17 2024

5
4
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From Festival staples to local flavors, the food 
court hosts a variety of food vendors to satisfy your 
cravings. The food court is located on Magnolia 
Avenue between Section Street and Bancroft Street. 
There are also select food vendors located through-
out the show, and numerous local restaurants located 
in Downtown Fairhope. 

Festival Food Court

2024 Food Court Vendors:
• Island Noodles
• Monica’s Concessions
• Black Jack Grill
• Bry’s Treats
• TinTin Asian Food
• LOL & More
• Southern Concessions 
• Jessica’s Concessions
• EM Concessions

• Gina Foods
• Copeland Ice Cream
• Love Burgers Box
• Cousins Maine Lobster
• Punta Clara Kitchen 
• Cobb & Company
• Cooper Kettle
• 4 Hearts Snacks
• The Grumpy Man
• Strawberry Sweets

Come Hungry, Leave Happy
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Our team of volunteers have already 
begun to plan how  to celebrate the 73rd 
Annual Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival. 

Mark your calendar for March 14, 15, and 
16, 2025 and join us in Fairhope, Ala-
bama for the best art show in the country.

Save the Date for the 2025 Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival
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Receive a free 
fried pickle 
appetizer
with the 

purchase of any 
two baskets!

Local Food • Local Folks • Lots of Fun!

ON FISH RIVERON FISH RIVER

Seafood Baskets • Sandwiches • Appetizers • Salads • Burgers • Desserts

DAILY LUNCH HOURSL 11-2

16542 Ferry Rd. 16542 Ferry Rd. • • Fairehope,AL • 251-990-8555 • www.bigdaddysgrill.netFairehope,AL • 251-990-8555 • www.bigdaddysgrill.net

CREDIT CARDS

ACCEPTED

Exp. 12/31/24

The Islander

JANUARY 31, 2024  |  GULFCOASTMEDIA.COM  |  75¢

Serving ALABAMA’S GULF COAST | A PUBLICATION OF

2 SECTIONS • 14 PAGES
VOLUME 47  • ISSUE 3
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The 2024 James Beard Awards Restaurant and 

Chef  Semifinalists list has been released, and one 

of  Baldwin County’s own made the list.

The Hope Farm, located in Fairhope, is a semi-

finalist in the Outstanding Wine and Other Bev-

erage Program category. This is the restaurant’s 

first nomination for the James Beard Awards.

Robert Evans, co-owner of  The Hope Farm, 

said the team found out the good news Wednes-

day morning.

“A friend of  our general manager and wine di-

rector, Will Jones, sent him the article before we 

saw it,” Evans said. “I was traveling, and I found 

out while I was at the airport this morning. I 

have been able to send a few texts to some family 

and close friends, but I wanted to get back here 

and celebrate with the team and make sure they 

know how much we appreciate them.”

The original idea for The Hope Farm was to 

have a container farm raising produce for local 

restaurants and a small wine bar. The idea grew 

into a beautiful complex that features edible gar-

dens, container growing program, the main 

restaurant with a wine room and cocktail 

FAIRHOPE — Alabama Arise arranged 

a community gathering in Fairhope to 

address issues impacting people across 

the state and in Baldwin County while 

also expressing their expectations for 

this year's legislative session.

Alabama Arise is a member-led organi-

zation that operates statewide and is ded-

icated to promoting public policies aimed 

at enhancing the well-being of  Alabami-

ans facing marginalization due to pover-

ty. Its membership comprises faith-

based, community, nonprofit and civic 

groups, along with grassroots leaders 

and individuals from various regions of  

the state.

The key focus areas for Alabama Arise 

in this year's legislative session encom-

pass ensuring sufficient state budgets for 

education, healthcare and various 

human services. This includes advocat-

ing for Medicaid expansion, tax reform 

(particularly the removal of  state sales 

tax on groceries), safeguarding voting 

rights, advancing criminal justice reform 

through the revision of  punitive sentenc-

ing laws, making comprehensive invest-

ments in maternal and infant healthcare, 

addressing public transportation needs 

and advocating for death penalty reform.

The meeting, held at the Fairhope Uni-

tarian Fellowship on Jan. 18, brought to-

gether over 40 people to talk about health 

care, reforming Alabama's prison system 

and voting rights.

HEALTH CARE

Tommy DePriest, a family medicine 

resident at South Baldwin Regional Med-

ical Center, presented information re-

garding Medicaid expansion and priori-

ties that legislators and representatives 

should focus on during the legislative 

session.

During the meeting, DePriest gave ex-

amples of  working-class individuals who 

do not have health care and the effects 

this has on them.

“Mr. B is a 50-year-old gentleman with 

diabetes who has come to our clinic after 

being hospitalized for a week. He is also 

without previous primary care, is 

self-employed, uninsured and showed up 

to the emergency room with dehydration 
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Turn-key 

Orange Beach 

waterfront 

restaurant hits 

the market

PHOTOS BY MICAH GREEN / GULF COAST MEDIA

The Hope Farm, located in Fairhope, is a semifinalist in the Outstanding Wine and Other Beverage Program 

category. This is the restaurant’s first nomination for the James Beard Awards.

Community talks upcoming legislative session topics

SEE LEGIS
LATIV

E, PAGE A2

Gulf Shores 

approves 

spring break 

alcohol ban

SEE BAN,
 PAGE A3

BY NATALIE WILLIAMSON 

Reporter 

natalie@gulfcoastmedia.com

Co-owner Evans reacts to bringing prestige to Fairhope

BY MELANIE LECROY 

Lifestyle Editor 

melanie@gulfcoastmedia.com

The Hope Farm named 

James Beard semifinalist

SEE REST
AURA

NT, PAGE A4

Once again, the city of  Gulf  

Shores will be enforcing alco-

hol-free beaches during the upcom-

ing spring break season, as the new 

tourist season kicks off.

At their Jan. 22 city council meet-

ing, council members approved a 

motion to ban alcohol on beaches 

within the city limits from March 1 

to April 28 to promote the "health, 

safety and welfare of  visitors and 

residents." The motion was present-

ed in tandem with another, in which 

they approved to increase police 

presence within the city during the 

spring break season.

Per the meeting's presented docu-

ments, it will be unlawful for any 

person to possess or consume any 

alcoholic beverage on the sand of  

any portion of  the beach east of  the 

eastern boundary of  the Bon Secour 

Wildlife Refuge, west of  the western 

boundary of  Gulf  State Park and 

seaward of  the line of  sand stabili-

zation fencing installed by the city 

as part of  the beach projects estab-

lished on the Gulf  front beaches 

within city limits.

"Every year since 2016, we have 

had an alcohol ban on the beach, 

and it's a very successful program," 

Deputy Chief  of  Police Dan Netter-

meyer said. "Hopefully, we will be 

reducing beach rescues by not 

BY KARA MAUTZ 

Reporter 

kara@gulfcoastmedia.com

Former Fresh Off the 

Boat location for sale

Orange Beach waterfront 

views, 5,500 square feet, 

fully furnished with a 

chef ’s kitchen.

This real estate listing 

isn’t for a dream home. It’s 

for a waterfront restaurant.

The property in question, 

located at 27267 Perdido 

Beach Blvd., #105 in the 

SanRoc Cay development in 

Orange Beach, was once 

the location of  Fresh Off  

the Boat. The restaurant 

abruptly closed Sept. 17, 

2023,

“It has been a very suc-

cessful time there,” said 

listing agent Patrick Nel-

son. “They moved locations 

because they couldn’t con-

tinue the way they wanted 

to run. They wanted to in-

corporate a lot of  music 

into it, and I think that was 

a little more than SanRoc 

BY MELANIE LECROY 

Lifestyle Editor 

melanie@gulfcoastmedia.com
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Spanish Fort 

resident captures 

Baldwin County’s 

evolution in self-

published memoir

SEE MEMOIR, PAGE A3

Flamingos spotted in Orange 
Beach not that rare, official says 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Photos of this flamingo were posted to the OBA Community Facebook page on Dec. 17 after the bird played in the 
Orange Beach surf. Biologists say the bird was probably blown into Alabama by storms the day before.

Ben’s Jr. 
Bar-B-Que 
sells out 1st 
day reopen 
in Fairhope

FAIRHOPE — No fanfare, 
balloons or a grand opening 
celebration was needed to 
sell out Ben’s Jr. Bar-B-Que’s 
opening day.

After a five-year wait, 
Ben's customers witnessed 
the day on Dec. 21. The 
smokers were smoking, the 
door was finally unlocked, 
and a line wrapped around 
the building.

But how did they know 
Ben’s was open? Word of  
mouth spreads quickly in 
this small, hungry town.

Opening day was so busy 
the kitchen sold out and had 
to close around 2 p.m. An 
apology was posted to the 
Ben’s Bar-B-Q Facebook 
page that read:

“Today we got over-
whelmed, and unfortunately, 
we are the first to say it 
didn’t go well. We are shut-
ting it down today and will 
start new tomorrow with a 
better understanding of  the 

BY MELANIE LECROY 
Lifestyle Editor 
melanie@gulfcoastmedia.com

SEE BBQ, PAGE A3

BY MELANIE LECROY 
Lifestyle Editor 
melanie@gulfcoastmedia.com

Everyone has a story, and a 
Spanish Fort man has docu-
mented his on paper.

Earby Markham has been a 
Baldwin County resident 
since shortly after his birth in 
Mobile. Spanish Fort is all he 
has ever known as home. In 
his self-published memoir, 
“Growing Up Baldwin County, 
Before it Exploded – A Mem-
oir,” he has created a record 
of  his history.

The memoir covers the peri-
od from the 1960s to the land-
fall of  Hurricane Frederick, a 
pivotal moment that marked a 
population boom in Baldwin 
County.

INSPIRATION

Markham said the encour-
agement of  friends to put his 
stories on paper is the inspi-
ration behind this and a pre-
vious memoir.

“This book is my personal 
history. They are events that I 
participated in that were pret-
ty common to everybody 
growing up here,” Markham 
said. “It is just a reflection of  
growing up and how things 
have changed and the growth 
but not in a negative way. It’s 
just an acknowledgment that 
things were one way before 
Hurricane Frederick, which I 
use as a landmark, and how 
they were different after 
that.”

Some of  the landmarks and 
story topics that appear in the 
book include Camp Cullen, a 
Catholic summer camp in the 
Point Clear area of  Fairhope, 
Daphne’s Mayday Pier, work-
ing potato fields, dawn patrol, 
Alabama Point and more.

‘Death is complicated’

He laid alone for at least a 
week, maybe two. 

Hunters found him along a 
fence line at a hunting camp 
near Sawmill Road and High-
way 90 in Seminole. There was 
nothing they could do. 

He laid alone at the Baldwin 
County Coroner's office while 
law enforcement scratched 
their heads and followed dead 
end leads. No witnesses. No 
nearby security cameras. There 
was nothing they could do. 

Foul play was suspected, so 
he was sent to the Alabama De-
partment of  Forensic Science. 
Samples were taken. Finger-
prints were run through na-
tional registries. Every attempt 
to attach the lifeless body to a 
name and a story drew a blank.

There was nothing they could 

do. 
So, now he remains alone in a 

government office. Celebrations 
for July 4, Halloween, Thanks-
giving and Christmas have 
passed. 

And because he is nameless, 
and a potential murder victim, 
that's where he'll stay. Possibly 
indefinitely. 

Death is complicated. For the 
unclaimed and unknown, there 
is no rest. 

The man found in Seminole 

in April is one of  54 individuals 
in Baldwin County who have 
never been claimed by family 
after they died. 

This man is part of  an even 
more exclusive group: not only 
unclaimed in death, but author-
ities have no idea who they are. 

Until a name is found, Bald-
win County Coroner Brian 
Pierce said a death certificate 
can't be issued. 

If  the afterlife has a waiting 
room, the Seminole man, and 

those like him, are truly in 
limbo. 

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Health and Human Ser-
vices, a study in 2004 showed 
that an average of  413 people 
die every year unidentified. 
Most have been male and Afri-
can American. Nearly 30% died 
from suspected homicides. 

If  the Seminole man is re-
turned to Baldwin County's 
care, he may eventually be bur-
ied in a county-owned plot. 
Currently, six similar unknown 
souls rest in a Foley cemetery, 
placed there over the last 50 
years. 

County resources were used 
to purchase the plots. County 
employees prepared the bodies, 
ferried them to their final rest-
ing places and did the best they 
could to honor them as they 
ushered them into eternal rest. 

The number of  dead that the 
county has become caretaker of  
has increased over the years. 
While unidentified remains are 
not the norm, unclaimed re-
mains are becoming more com-
mon. 

These individuals die. Their 

BY ALLISON MARLOW 
Special to Gulf Coast Media

SEE DEATH, PAGE A2

MICAH GREEN / GULF COAST MEDIA
Brian Pierce holds unclaimed remains at the Baldwin County Coroner’s Office 
in December 2023.

Baldwin coroner, state 
retaining more 
unclaimed, some 
unidentified, bodies

It’s not the eggnog. 
You may have actually seen flamingos on the Ala-

bama coast. 
Earlier this month, photos of the birds in Alabama 

began appearing in local Facebook groups. Their 
bright pink feathers were impossible to miss against 
the dark water behind them. 

Local wildlife officials said the sighting isn’t actual-
ly rare. 

“It’s unusual, but it’s definitely not the first time,” 
explained a wildlife biologist with the Division of  
Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries in Baldwin County.

He said flamingos are carried by the wind when 
they travel, and where the winds go, they go. Hence, 
sometimes they land in Alabama. Flamingos have 
been found as far north as Wisconsin.

Flamingos have also appeared in Baldwin County 
after several tropical storms, carried here by the 
swirling breeze. 

“What’s curious with this is these birds keep pop-
ping up in various odd places. Who's to say if it is the 
same birds,” he said. 

Bird watchers can report their rare, feathered find-
ings in a national, online community data base called 
ebird.org. 

There users can type in the type of bird or a region 
and either report a bird sighting or review the other 
sightings. 

No flamingos were reported in Alabama on the site 
in early December. The wildlife officials said that only 
means no bird watcher entered them, not that they 
never appeared. 

Flamingos generally coast across the Caribbean 
and southern Florida though sightings in the panhan-
dle are numerous. 

Even if they are blown off course far north, the 
birds will wander back home eventually. 

“We have a lot of really neat birds here in Baldwin 
County year-round," the official said. "To see some-
thing unusual is always a nice treat."

Wind-traveling birds appeared 
after Florida storms
BY ALLISON MARLOW 
Special to Gulf Coast Media

Baldwin County Board of  Education 

members gathered on Jan. 18 for their 

first school board meeting of  the new 

year, approving a temporary utility ease-

ment for the construction of  Baldwin 

Preparatory Academy, student engage-

ment training sessions, re-roofing of  El-

sanor Elementary School and adjust-

ments to the annual budget.

UTILITY EASEMENT FOR BALDWIN PREP

Board members approved a motion to 

grant a temporary utility easement to 

Riviera Utilities to install gas utilities at 

the Baldwin Preparatory Academy con-

struction site in Loxley.

The motion will allow the utility com-

pany to install gas utilities across a par-

cel of  land at the site in order to avoid a 

delay in construction. 

According to Chasity Riddick, commu-

nications coordinator for the school dis-

trict, had the temporary easement not 

been granted, construction on the highly 

anticipated academy would have been de-

layed by approximately one month. 

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT TRAINING 

SESSIONSBoard members approved a contract 

with Kagan Cooperative Learning, an on-

line platform that will provide elementa-

ry school teachers within the county 

with training in student engagement 

strategies. The program will consist of  three ses-

sions, with a total of  45 participants. The 

sessions are $16,605, bringing the total 
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Baldwin Prep construction still on track

School board also approves Elsanor re-roofing project

SEE PREP, PAGE A2

SEE STABBING, PAGE A3

Baldwin County Schools host annual fundraiser event 

Drowsy Poet preserves, reuses 

Foley’s historic service station 

App that gives tour of downtown includes former Pure Oil Station building

SEE HISTORIC, PAGE A4

BY KARA MAUTZ 
Reporter kara@gulfcoastmedia.com

PHOTO PROVIDED

Bernard C. Abney, 40, of Mobile, 

was arrested Saturday. Suspect arrested in Foley stabbing

BY KARA MAUTZ 
Reporter kara@gulfcoastmedia.com

PHOTOS BY NATALIE WILLIAMSON / GULF COAST MEDIA

This building, located on South McKenzie Street, was once known as the Pure Oil Station in the 1960s and was 

operated by Leon Leonard for L.H. “Red” Booker.

Within the Drowsy Poet, the coffee shop features a display with a miniature 

traffic light, a miniature cone, an old tool box and more to pay homage to 

the building’s history.

The science of chill 
hours and the benefits 

of a hard freeze
Page B1

CULTIVATING THE COAST WITH KITTI COOPER 

BALDWIN COUNTY CLASSICS 

FOLEY — In a transfor-

mative shift from its auto-

motive service roots, the 

building now housing the 

Drowsy Poet coffee shop in 

Foley, once known as the 

Pure Oil Station, served as 

a comprehensive car care 

facility in the 1960s.
This building, located on 

South McKenzie Street, was 

once operated by Leon 

Leonard for L.H. “Red” 

Booker. Paul Leonard, 

grandson of  Leonard and 

member of  the Baldwin 

County Historic Develop-

ment Commission, said 

Pure Oil Station was a one-

stop-shop for those who 

needed basic car services.

“At the time my grandfa-

ther operated the station, it 

was a full-service station,” 

Leonard said. “The most 

basic services were filling 

the car with fuel, but you 

would also offer to check 

the oil level, tire pressure 

BY NATALIE WILLIAMSON 

Reporter natalie@gulfcoastmedia.com

FOLEY — Police arrested 

a suspect in connection 

with the stabbing of  a 

woman in Heritage Park 

last Wednesday.
Bernard C. Abney, 40, of  

Mobile, was arrested Satur-

day. He was being held in 

the Mobile Metro Jail on 

Sunday.“We are relieved that he 

is in custody and appreciate 

all the hard work by the 

many agencies involved as 

well as the media and citi-

zens of  our local communi-

ties,” Foley Police Chief  

Thurston Bullock said.

Mayor Ralph Hellmich 

praised efforts to locate and 

arrest the suspect.

STAFF REPORT

‘An Evening of Education 
Champions’ benefits 

future teacher program 
and scholarships

The Oak Hollow Farm in Fairhope 

was buzzing on Friday night as Bald-

win County Education Coalition 

hosted their annual "Evening of  Ed-

ucation Champions" event to benefit 

the district's future teacher pro-

gram. 
The event featured live music, 

food, refreshments and a silent auc-

tion to raise funds for both the 

"Baldwin Bred Future Teacher Pro-

gram" and the "Josh Hall memorial 

scholarship." 

SEE TEACHER, PAGE A4

Due to growth, Foley moving ahead with infrastructure improvements and recreation projects
In response to the rapid expan-

sion of  Foley, one of  the area's fast-

est-growing cities, Mayor Ralph 

Hellmich took the opportunity to 

update residents on infrastructure 

and upcoming projects during a dis-

cussion at the Foley Senior Center 

on Tuesday, Jan. 16.
Mayor Hellmich highlighted the 

substantial growth experienced by 

STAFF REPORT

SEE PROJECTS, PAGE A3

Check out our 
latest newspapers! 
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GULF SHORES — The turn-
around in the Gulf  Shores Dol-
phins' football program can be 
summarized succinctly by se-
nior center Coley Smith.

“One of  the things that's 
locked in my mind was fresh-
man year, there was holes ev-

erywhere in the walls and 
stuff,” Smith said before prac-
tice Tuesday, Nov. 15. “Doors 
wouldn't lock in the bathroom, 
but then they fixed it all when 
the new coaches came here.”

The mentality about the foot-
ball being played has also 
changed direction for the bet-
ter.

“Everyone's confident. We all 
love football now,” Smith said. 

“It's not, ‘I guess I'll play foot-
ball this year.’ It's more like, 
‘I'm going to play football and 
have a shot at winning.’”

Gulf  Shores has won more 
this season than in any other 
previous season it has fielded a 
team, as well as set the school 
record for points scored in a 
single season.

Just six years removed from 
a winless season, second-year 

head coach Mark Hudspeth has 
helped Smith and the senior 
class flip their record from 1-9 
as freshmen to now 11-1 with 
the state quarterfinals on the 
line Friday.

“That's why we took the job 
is to come in and build the pro-
gram,” Hudspeth said before 
Tuesday’s practice. “We were 

BAY MINETTE — The Baldwin Coun-
ty Legislative Delegation will move into 
a new Bay Minette office following an 
agreement Tuesday, Nov. 16, with the 
Baldwin County Commission.

Commissioners voted to lease a build-
ing on D’Olive Street after the delega-
tion agreed to pay the entire cost of  the 
lease, $49,080 a year. The initial resolu-
tion called for the commission and del-
egation to split the cost.

Under an act of  the Alabama Legisla-
ture, the county commission must pro-
vide office space for the state delega-
tion.

Commissioner Billie Jo Underwood, 
chairwoman of  the budget committee, 
initially asked that the vote be post-
poned until commissioners and legisla-
tors could discuss the proposal.

“I just simply didn't think we had had 
an opportunity to discuss this and since 
there was an ask of  the condition, a 
monetary amount,” Underwood said.

She said she wanted to study the pro-
posal before voting on it and commit-
ting the county to a five-year lease.

“I just simply wanted to have an op-
portunity to look at what was there,” 
Underwood said. “This showed up on 

the agenda very quickly. And it's like, 
OK, we're going to enter into a five-year 
lease for something.”

Cliff  McCollum, director of  constitu-
ent services, said several new legisla-
tors have been added to the Baldwin 
County delegation and that more space 
is needed in the Bay Minette area.

“The thought was having a presence 
in Bay Minette is very important to the 
delegation,” McCollum said. “This is 
our county seat. This is a very import-
ant part of  our government up here, es-
pecially for our members that are out 
of  the county. We have five members of  
our delegation who do not live in Bald-
win County.”
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Buried treasure  
Archeologists dig through 2,000 years of history before I-10 bridge construction begins
BY ALLISON MARLOW 
Managing Editor 
allisonm@gulfcoastmedia.com

MOBILE — A dozen or so figures move 
cautiously, consistently, sometimes silently 
as the traffic on I-10 rumbles above.

They have spent thousands of  hours labor-
ing under sweltering heat and through a 
month’s worth of  monsoon-like rains.

These archeologists, unlike their movie 

star counterparts, prefer Crocs on their feet 
over fedoras on their heads. The plastic-soled 
shoes cause less damage to the soil than 
heavy boots, a concern to them because 
under their feet sits thousands of  years of  
history, neatly packed into what is sometimes 
just several feet of  dirt.

Archeologists with the University of  South 
Alabama have been tasked with selecting a 
handful of  sites to excavate and examine be-
fore construction on the new bridge across 

I-10 begins. The sites, officials believe, are 
among the most undisturbed along the corri-
dor.

This means artifacts found in those areas 
are found in context to the time they were 
put there rather than having been dug up 
and strewn about during construction of  
homes, businesses and even the current I-10 
bridge that was raised in the area in the late 
1970s.

Phillip Carr, chair of  the Department of  

Sociology, Anthropology and Social Work, 
said it is the placement of  the objects more 
than the actual object that helps archeolo-
gists better understand an area and its histo-
ry.

“By looking at material culture in certain 
strata, we can trace through time cultural 
changes and what life was like through time 
here in Mobile," he said.

BY COLE MCNANNA 
Sports Editor 
cole@gulfcoastmedia.com

Gulf Shores set for Ram rematch in state quarterfinal

Dolphins facing familiar opponent in first-ever 3rd-round playoff contest

MICAH GREEN / GULF COAST MEDIA
Gulf Shores football head coach Mark Hudspeth rallies players during a practice Tuesday afternoon. The Dolphins put in the work as part of state 
quarterfinal preparations ahead of Friday’s contest against Faith Academy where Gulf Shores is hosting its second playoff game in program history.

BY GUY BUSBY 
Government Editor 
guy@gulfcoastmedia.com

Baldwin’s state legislators to move offices in Bay Minette
Delegation to pay entire 
lease, commission zero
BY GUY BUSBY 
Government Editor 
guy@gulfcoastmedia.com

County getting 
three public EV 
charging stations 
with state grant

ROBERTSDALE — Three Baldwin 
County cities will receive new electric 
car charging stations thanks to a state 
grant program. 

Sites in Robertsdale, Fairhope and Or-
ange Beach are among 18 across Ala-
bama selected to share more than $2.45 
million. The money comes from the Ala-
bama Department of  Economic and 
Community Affairs and was announced 
by Gov. Kay Ivey earlier this month.

The Baldwin County Economic Devel-
opment Alliance received $198,267 to in-
stall a two-bay charging station at the 
Baldwin County Commission Annex II 
on Alabama 59 in Robertsdale.

Lee Lawson, EDA director, said county 
officials have been working to increase 
the number of  charging stations across 
Baldwin. He said the effort began when 
economic development supporters were 
working to attract an electric vehicle 
battery project to the Megasite industri-
al park in Bay Minette.

“We took a long look at Baldwin 
County's electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure and just saw that it 
wasn't where we would have liked it to 
have been to confidently recruit electric 
vehicle manufacturers, for them to 
confidently place investment in our 
community with the lack of  
infrastructure investment we had,” 
Lawson said.

Novelis is now building an aluminum 
rolling plant and recycling center at the 
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Subscribe to any Gulf Coast Media 
newspaper and get free digital access.

gulfcoastmedia.com/subscribe

www.gulfcoastmedia.com/newsletter

Free Local News
Email Updates

Sign up today for Gulf Coast Media’s new email updates sent to 
you twice a week for free.  You’ll get the first look at upcoming 
stories from Gulf Coast Media’s publications.  And, get updates 
on breaking news.



38   2024 Fairhope Arts and Crafts

Pop by!

10 N. Section Street
Fairhope, AL 36532

251-230-7555



2024 Fairhope Arts and Crafts  39 Just Right
TM

1201 U.S. Hwy 98    DAPHNE AL     (251) 626-2377
HOURS: MON.-SAT. 9AM-6PM CLOSED SUNDAYS

Showcase your style

ADD CHARACTER TO YOUR HOME WITH BADCOCK’S 
HOME ACCENTS AND ACCESSORIES. STOP BY & FIND 
THE PIECES THAT FIT YOUR HOME JUST RIGHTTM.
(Some product shown may not be available.)



The Colony ShopSince 1946Since 1946

27 South Section Street • Fairhope, Alabama • (251) 928-817227 South Section Street • Fairhope, Alabama • (251) 928-8172
www.thecolonyshopfairhope.comwww.thecolonyshopfairhope.com


