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Betty G.  Betty G.  
Haynie AntiquesHaynie Antiques

(11-4, Mon.-Sat.) 
15 North Section Street Fairhope • 251.928.1045

www.BettyGHaynieAntiques.com

Glass Blowing Lessons
Group Demonstrations

Field Trips
(appointment required)

Mon-Fri 9-4

Private & Group Classes
Hand or Pottery Wheel

Painting/Glazing
Parties & More

Mon-Fri 9-4

26389 canal rd, orange beach • 251.981.arts • coastalartscenter.com

Tuveson’s

Architectural consignment

“I SHOULD HAVE BOUGHT 
IT WHEN I SAW IT” 

A fabulous array of  
salvaged antique & new  

architectural elements!
Please call and inquire about  

our consignment program.

Owner-Julie Tuveson

251-928-7338

8081 Twin Beech Road
Fairhope, AL 36532
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18K yellow gold handmade band with sapphires, diamonds, garnets, 
ruby, and tourmaline---“one of a kind!”
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GCAA-AL.com
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Waterway Village, Gulf Shores
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Gulf   Coast          Arts    Alliance
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Every artist has a medium of choice; wood, oil 
paint, glass or clay. For Bill Wismar, it is 18 karat 
gold, platinum and beautifully cut gemstones. 

Wismar, the son of a goldsmith, grew up on the 
Texas Gulf Coast. At the tender age of 14, he began 
an apprenticeship under his father learning how 
to turn gold and loose gems into wearable art. His 
inspiration is taken from nature.

At the age of 17, Wismar got more serious about 
his apprenticeship. 

“I really didn’t want to go to college unless it was 
art, but watching my father melt gold and play 
with gemstones was fascinating. To see a chunk 
of gold that you can hammer out and turn into 
something pretty was cool,” Wismar said.

His modern contemporary designs were 
too progressive for his small hometown. The 
customers wanted more traditional styles, and 
Wismar’s unique pieces took one to two years to 

sell - if they ever did. He packed up his work and 
moved out of Texas. 

Wismar decided to follow another passion, 
sailing, to the Gulf Coast of Florida to sell yachts. 
Throughout that time, Wismar continued to 
design and create beautiful jewelry that he sold in 
various galleries. 

In 1999, Wismar and his wife, Susan, visited 
Fairhope for the annual Fairhope Arts and Crafts 
Festival. The bustling small town captured his 
heart like it had so many other artists before. He 
felt this might be the place that would embrace his 
work and he was correct. 

“It was this cute little town that was thriving 
and arty. The small town that I was from, the 
downtown was dead and everyone was going to 
the malls. Here you had this cute town with people 
and cool stores and restaurants. It is a great little 
town,” Wismar said.

In 2004, Wismar jumped on an opportunity to 
move to Fairhope to help open a jewelry store and 
work as a jeweler for someone else. A few years 
later, a neat spot became available for rent and 
made him think about his next step.

“I was 48 years old, and a little spot came up for 
rent and I thought I should open my own store 
again. Try it one more time. I knew if I waited until 
I was 55 years old, I wouldn’t do it,” Wismar said.

Wismar Jewelry has been adorning residents 
and visitors in handcrafted rings, necklaces, 
bracelets and pendants ever since. 

While everything is handcrafted using the 
finest materials, Wismar said some people have 
the misconception that they cannot afford a piece 
of his work. In fact, he said his pieces are usually 
cheaper than something you would buy out of a 
jewelry store mass produced. Buying from Wismar 
Jewelry cuts out one or two middlemen. A pair of 
sterling silver earrings in the case retails for $100.

Wismar said 50% of his business comes from 
people looking to rework old pieces from their 
jewelry box. He collaborates with his custom order 
clients to create a one-of-a-kind piece. 

Any customer seeking to have a custom piece 

ADORNING RESIDENTS AND VISITORS WITH 

HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY

Wismar Jewelry 
ABOUT THE COVER
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created can schedule an appointment. Sitting 
down at the desk inside the store, clients look 
through the albums full of photos of Wismar’s 
work from over the years for ideas. Trays full of 
a rainbow of brilliantly cut gemstones offer an 
endless array of possibilities. 

After 40 years in the business, Wismar has found 
renewed inspiration after the global COVID-19 
pandemic forced the closure of his shop like so 
many others. The forced closure gave him time to 
work in his home studio creating and designing 
new pieces. Gemstones that have been stored 
away for years have finally found their home after a 
renewed sense of inspiration.

“I had been thinking of working in my home 
studio more and creating more pieces. When you 
are in the store, it just doesn’t happen. You get busy 
with the phone and customers. It gave us that 
staying at home to see what it was like. It was an 
inspirational experience. That is why we are only 
open now Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. That 
gives me design time. We will be here on Saturdays 
during the holidays,” Wismar said.

While he knows he may be missing that last 
minute shopper needing an anniversary gift that 
day with his shorter hours, it was a needed change. 

“I am older now. I have four days off in a row to 
do whatever I want to do. Whether it is custom 
making something for someone or making 
something for me or working on my boat. That is 

the first time in 45 years I have ever been able to 
do that. I have worked every Saturday for 45 years,” 
Wismar said.

The space and time to be creative has allowed 
Wismar to build up a collection of new pieces like 
never before in preparation for the holiday season. 

Wismar Jewelry is open Wednesday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m., but customers can 
call to schedule an appointment. 

One of a kind 18K yellow gold handmade ring; 6.61ct Tanzanite and 
1.14ctw in diamonds.

14k yellow gold, sterling silver 
pendant with checker board cut 
garnet and diamond; another one 
of a kind piece.
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ANTIQUES

Betty G. Haynie Antiques 
www.BettyGHaynieAntiques.com
15 N. Section St.
Fairhope, AL 36532
(251) 928-1045
Hours: Monday – Saturday, 11 
a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Each item in this quiet and 
quaint shop is hand selected. 
Here you will find a wide selec-
tion of 18th and 19th century 
American, English and French 
furniture, paintings and silver. 
There is also an impressive offer-
ing of ceramics, to include Imari, 
Chinese Export, Majolica and 
English ironstone. Shop in store 
or online. 

Daphne Antique Galleria 
www.DaphneAntiqueGalleria.
com
1699 U.S. Highway 98

Daphne, AL 36526
(251) 625-2200
Hours: Open seven days a week, 
Monday – Saturday 10 a.m. – 
5:30 p.m., Sunday from 1 – 5:30 
p.m.

Measuring 25,000 square feet, 
this is the largest antique mall 
on the Eastern Shore with over 
140 dealers who have lovingly 
crafted their booths to transport 
visitors to another time.  
The booths here are not simply 
antiques. They are a trip through 
time. You will find intriguing 
items from every era: Victorian, 
primitive, Oriental, early Ameri-
can, French, African and Europe. 
Take a fun walk through time 
and find your favorite style. 

Dragonfly Emporium LLC 
www.TheDragonflyEmporium.
com
16821 State Highway 181
Fairhope, AL 36532
(251) 591-7340
Hours: Tuesday – Friday, 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. – 2 
p.m., closed Sunday and Mon-
day

Our dealers have a large se-
lection of antique and vintage 
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items, local handcrafted gifts 
and one-of-a-kind art. The 
vibrant green and purple Drag-
onfly Emporium is funky on the 
inside and out. Distressed and 
antique furniture, piles of Pyrex 
and walls of vintage cast iron. 
Workshops and art classes held 
weekly.

Red Beard’s Treasure Chest
www.Facebook.com/RedBeard-
sAl/
www.redbeards.net 
105 Hwy. 59
Summerdale, AL 36580
(251) 989-0555
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 
a.m–5 p.m., Sunday noon–5 p.m. 
Fall hours closes at 5
Credit Cards: Discover,  M/C, 
Visa 
Antiques, Interiors, & Collect-
ibles

This funky little store is indeed a 
treasure chest of finds from jew-
elry, local handicrafts, furniture, 
toys and seasonal items to pe-
ruse. A local hint: the staff here 
keeps the store’s Facebook page 
updated daily with new items 
and sales. Follow their page and 
never miss a new vendor or sale.

Southern Antiques and  
Accents
www.SouthernAntiquesAndAc-
cents.com
251 Greeno Road S.
Fairhope, AL 36532

ANTIQUES

Cont’d
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(251) 517-7047
Hours: Monday – Saturday, 10 
a.m. – 6 p.m., Sunday 1 – 5 p.m. 

Your local utopia of treasures! 
Located in Fairhope’s old bowl-
ing alley and skating rink. 
Now featuring a new division:
“Southern Furniture” along with
creative dealers bringing you 
handmade gifts, furniture, 
home decor, vinyl, china, crys-
tal, art, memorabilia, primitives, 
shabby chic, vintage, recycled, 
upcycled and more. Don’t miss 
our event “Super Second Satur-
day” every month. 
Follow us on social media for 
more details.

To Arms Antiques 
www.ToArmsAntiques.com
15296 D County Road 3
Fairhope, AL 36532
(251) 422-9474
Hours: Monday – Saturday, 8:30 
a.m. to noon, 1 – 4 p.m. 

We are a dealer in military 
antiques, collectible items and 
historical documents from the 
Revolutionary War to World 
War II. We sell, buy, trade and 
are a certified appraiser. Off 
the beaten path and around a 
winding road is where you will 
find this military antiques store 
gem. Owner Henry Skinner is a 
living historian and re-enactor 
who specializes in artifacts dat-
ing from 1800-1865. The store 
buys and sells military antiques 
and collectable items from the 
Civil War, World War I and World 
War II. If you’re ready to join the 
cause, you can purchase reenact-
ment and reproduction military 
items and supplies as well and 
join the ranks.

ANTIQUES
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Tuveson’s Architectural  
Consignment 
8081 Twin Beech Road
Fairhope, AL 36532
(251) 928-7338
Hours: Monday – Friday, 10 a.m. 
– 5 p.m., Saturday, 10 a.m. – 3 
p.m. 

We carry architectural items, an-

tiques, mid-century, modern, art 
deco, statuary, planters, garden 
art, new and salvaged items, 
furniture and collectibles. 
Need to change your décor or 
even recast an entire room? 
Tuveson’s has you covered. 
Peruse the salvaged antiques 
and architectural elements, such 
as wrought iron gates, vintage 
hardware, doors and windows 
and shop for furniture and hand-
made decorative items all at 
once. If your garden is your pre-
ferred room, you will find statu-
ary, lighting, wind chimes and 
other fun additions to make your 
outdoor space feel like home.  

ANTIQUES

To Arms AnTiques
BUYER & SELLER

CERTIFIED APPRAISER OF
MILITARY RELICS PRE-CIVIL WAR TO GULF WAR

Certified Appraiser, James Mitchell • 
Owner, Henry Skinner

15296D Co. Rd 3, Fairhope, AL  
251-422-9474

HIGHEST  
PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL CIVIL WAR & 
MILITARY ITEMS, 
GIVE US A CALL

GUNS • MILITARY ITEMS  
ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES

DOCUMENTS • BOOKS  
LETTERS • DIARIES

We neeD 
WorLD WAr ii 

iTems!
60 + Artists

Keeping Fairhope Artsy!
Tamatha McElmurry, Owner

info@hellofairhope
251-517-7226

ART C
L

A
S

S
E

S

@HelloFairhope
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Free Local 
News
Email Updates

www.gulfcoastmedia.com/newsletter

Sign up today for Gulf Coast Media’s new email updates sent to you 
twice a week for free.  You’ll get the fi rst look at upcoming stories from 
Gulf Coast Media’s publications.  And, get updates on breaking news.
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Eastern Shore Art Center 
https://esartcenter.org
401 Oak St. 
Fairhope, AL 36532
(251) 928-2228
Hours: Tuesday – Friday, 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., Saturday, 10 a.m. – 6 
p.m.closed Sunday and Monday.

Free admission!  Six galleries 
with exhibits changing monthly. 
First Friday Art Walk and a gift 
shop with art and accessories. 
Outdoor wood-fire kiln, classes 
and workshops for adults and 
children. Open studios. Annual 
outdoor art show third weekend 
in March, community outreach 
programming and facility rentals. 
Browse, shop, learn! If you love 
art, you will love the Eastern 
Shore Art Center. The nonprofit 
opened in 1954 as a one-room 
gallery and since then has flour-

ished into a cornerstone of 
the Eastern Shore community, 
breathing art and life into all 
corners of society. The sprawl-
ing complex now houses five 
exhibit galleries and four teach-
ing studios. New exhibits appear 
monthly. There are classes for 
children and adults of all ages 
and abilities, and the staff brings 
those programs out into the 
community to those who are un-
able to make the trip. 

ART

2 South Church Street
Downtown Fairhope Alabama

251-928-5858
www.WismarJewelry.com

©wismar jewelry co. inc.

Wednesday-Friday
10am - 5pm 

Saturdays in December
10am - 3pm

Handmade in Fairhope, AL
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Gulf Coast Arts Alliance 
www.GulfCoastArtsAlliance.com
225 E. 24th Ave.
Gulf Shores, AL 36542
(251) 948-2627
Hours: Monday – Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

More than 50 local and regional 
artists have their work displayed 
here, which means you are going 
to have a tough time picking out 
just one to bring home! Every 
inch of wall space is graced with 
some of the finest artwork the 
Alabama Gulf Coast has to offer. 
Visit the website often. Many of 
your favorite artists offer classes 
throughout the year here. The 
GCAA Gallery is open Monday 
through Saturday from 10 a.m. 
until 5 p.m.  For extra fun and 
even more artwork to choose 
from, visit the Christmas Open 
House Trail here on Nov. 7, the 
Ballyhoo Festival in March and 
the Zydeco and Crawfish Festival 
in April. 

Hello Gallery, Art & Things
www.Facebook.com/hello-
fairhope/
18 S. Section St.
Fairhope, Alabama 36532
(251) 517-7226
Hours: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. 
– 5  p.m. & First Friday Artwalk
Facebook: hellofairhope       
Instagram: @hellofairhope

Located in the heart of Down-
town Fairhope, Hello Gallery is 
as welcoming as it sounds! We 
proudly represent more than 
60 local and regional artists. 
We carry abstracts of all sizes, a 
wide variety of art, jewelry, pot-
tery, housewares and so much 
more! Whether you need a quick 
gift or are looking to start or 
add to your art collection, we 
have something for everyone! 

ART
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Open until 8 p.m. during first 
Friday ArtWalks, and special 
events. Decorating help offered 
with purchase.Keeping Fairhope 
artsy! We now have ART Classes! 
Late hours too.

Wismar Jewelry
www.WismarJewelry.com
2 S. Section St.
Fairhope, AL 36532
251-928-5858
All major credit cards accepted
Hours: Wed – Fri 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m.
Appointment only for other 
days.

National award-winning jewelry 
designer Bill Wismar brings to 
Fairhope a unique art gallery.  
Our pieces of jewelry are made 
one at a time, by hand, using 
diamonds and fine gemstone, 
gold, platinum and silver. We 
also display the jewelry of other 
studio jewelers.

The Copper Column
311 DeLaMare Ave.
Fairhope, AL 36532
(251) 232-8174
Hours: Monday – Saturday 10 a.m. – 
5 p.m., Sunday: 11 a.m. – 4 p.m., and 
also by appointment.

In the heart of downtown Fairhope, 
you’ll discover The Copper Column, 
one of the most unique, majestic 
stores on The Eastern Shore. En-
ter the iron gates to find exquisite 
original art by Suzanne Davis as well 
as other local artists throughout the 
vine covered breezeway, courtyards 
and two historical buildings. The 
Copper Column attracts and intrigues 
tourists from around the world by 
offering much more than art. Offering 
an eclectic variety of apparel,  jew-
elry, hand beaded purses, authentic 
leather luxuries as well as many other 
items. All sold exclusively by The Cop-
per Column. Come join us for a First 
Friday Art Walk with live music and 
beverages for an amazing shopping 
experience with a little touch of New 
Orleans. Offering Group Art Classes.

ART
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www.GulfCoastNewsToday.com

901 N. McKenzie Street | Foley, AL 36535
251-943-2151

By CRYSTAL COLE

crystal@gulfcoastmedia.com

Fairhope’s beautiful parks and 

floral attractions are well known 

across the area and the state, but 

the city is currently competing 

with other similar sized towns from 

across the nation in the annual 

America in Bloom competitio
n.

America in Bloom judges Leslie 

Pittenger and Jack Clausen were 

in the area a few weeks ago, kick-

ing off  this year’s competitio
n 

with their tim
e in Fairhope.

“Fairhope has always done very 

well,” Clausen said. “We’re so 

thrilled to have the city back in 

the competitio
n this year.”

The judges have six criteria 

when judging a town for the 

competitio
n, which includes 

floral displays, landscape, urban 

forestry, historic preservation, 

environmental efforts and overall 

impression.

“Another area we look at is 

community involvement,” Pit-

tenger said. “We like to see how 

your community members get in-

volved in the community by plant-

ing pride and making it a better 

place to live.”

Because Fairhope has won sev-

eral special awards from the or-

ganization over the last few years, 

the city is now eligible to compete 

in the “Circle of  Champions” 

competitio
n.

“That group is kind of  the elite 
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A Point Clear property 

belonging to George and 

Amy Spottswood has been 

the subject of  discussion 

and dispute amongst 

local residents and will b
e 

back before the Baldwin 

County Commission in 

June. 

The Spottswoods are 

seeking to rezone a por-

tion of  their property at 

the corner of  Scenic High-

way 98 and Old Marlow 

Road from a residential 

single family zoning to a 

limited commercial use 

that would allow them to 

operate a grocery and re-

tail store on the property.

Planning Director Vince 

Jackson said the Planning 

Commission had origi-

nally voted to recommend 

denial of  the B-2 zoning 

sought by the Spott-

swoods, but after that 

request was withdrawn, 

the Spottswoods returned 

asking for a newly created 

County commission set to discuss Point Clear zoning

SEE COMMISSION, PAGE 2

SEE HURRICANES, PAGE 2

SEE AMERICA IN BLOOM, PAGE 2

AMERICA IN BLOOM

Fairhope to compete in

‘Circle of Champions’

Judges arrive 

in Fairhope
The America in Bloom judges enjoyed a stop at Fairhope Intermeditate School to see what horticultural projects the stu-

dents were up to this year.
Students from Silverhill 

Elementary got to tour the 

WC-130J aircraft used by the 

Air Force and National Hurri-

cane Center to help track and 

study hurricanes.

Hurricane 

awareness 

storms into 

Gulf Coast

STAFF REPORT

Hurricane season starts 

today and to promote 

preparedness an Air 

Force Reserve Hurricane 

Hunter aircrew with their 

WC-130J Super Hercules 

and a team of  National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration hurricane 

experts visited five Gulf  

Coast cities as part of  this 

year’s Hurricane Aware-

ness Tour, including mo-

bile.
The Hurricane Aware-

ness Tour, or HAT is 

a joint effort between 

NOAA’s National Weather 

Service and National Hur-

ricane Center to promote 

awareness about the de-

structive forces of  hurri-

canes and how people can 

prepare.

All of  the officials pres-

ent encouraged people to 

prepare now.

“The least we can all 

do is get our friends, our 

family, our businesses, 

Electrician’s Mate 

2nd Class Matthew 

Tuten is finalist 

for 2016 Service 

Member of the Year

PAGE 5
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The Onlooker

5 Star wins 

recognition

5 Star Air Condition-

ing was named SBCC 

Business of  the Month 

for May. Owned by Ty-

ler Higginbotham and 

his wife, Cindy, 5 Star 

is a full service HVAC 

contracting company, 

fully licensed, bonded 

and insured.

Helping out 

a Loxley resident

Tenley Tough 5K and 

Fun Run and Family 

Fun Day raises $10K 

for young cancer 

patient.

Have a fun summer 

with local library

Get set to read this 

summer with events 

at Marjorie Younce 

Snook Public Library 

for all ages. Enjoy 

crafts, presentations 

and more.
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1st summer lacrosse tournament at FSTC

By ALLISON WOODHAM

allison@gulfcoastmedia.com

The first opening weekend of  

the Foley Sports Tourism Com-

plex is now in the books, and now 

it’s time to continue with a vari-

ety of  tournaments, including the 

Foley Beach Express Lacrosse 

(LAX) Blast this weekend on June 

4.
This is a 10 vs. 10 summer 

select lacrosse tournament and 

includes boys’ U11, U13, U15 and 

high school teams. The games 

and events will run between 10 

a.m. and 7 p.m.

The tournaments is hosted 

by Emerald Coast Lightning 

Lacrosse and put together by 

Tournament Lead Dennis Dowd, 

Director of  Emerald Coast 

SEE LACROSSE, PAGE 2

Silverhill will hire police chief soon

By JOHN UNDERWOOD

john@gulfcoastmedia.com

Editor’s note: Phillip Robinette was 

identified in an article that ran in 

the May 25 edition of  Gulf  Coast 

Media as Phillip Robinson. We re-

gret the error and any confusion it 

may have caused.

SILVERHILL — The Town of  

Silverhill should have a new po-

lice chief  by the end of  June, first 

of  July, officials said following 

a special work session May 23 at 

town hall.

The final two candidates, Mar-

cus Green and Phillip Robinette, 

met with Mayor Tim Wilson and 

council members Bert Jones, 

Wayne Gruenloh and Shirley Ste-

phens during the Monday work 

session.

Wilson, Gruenloh and Stephens 

also met with candidate Kevin 

Neal Brock on May 17. Jones was 

not present at that meeting. Coun-

cil members Jared Lyles and Mike 

Allegri were unable to attend ei-

ther meeting.

Interviewed separately, the 

interviews May 23 were similar to 

the interview with Brock on May 

17 with the candidates fielding 

questions from Wilson and the 

SEE SILVERHILL, PAGE 2

Women’s 

club holds 

its yearly 

banquet

By TINA COVINGTON

For Gulf Coast Media

BAY MINETTE — The Heri-

tage Junior Women’s Club gave 

out more than $10,600 and rec-

ognized some outstanding mem-

bers of  the community during 

its annual end-of-year banquet.

The ladies service organiza-

tion raised money throughout 

its club year and presents the 

contributions at the banquet. 

The club sponsors an annual 

fall plant sale, Christmas party, 

and chili cook-off.

Those receiving donations 

from the club were the Special 

Needs Prom, $100; Bay Minette 

Elementary School Clothes 

Closet, $250; CARE House, $250; 

Catfish Round-up, $250; Bay Mi-

nette Public Library, $1,000; and 

North Baldwin Coalition for Ex-

cellence in Education, $6,800.

HJWC also presented two 

scholarships to graduating 

students from Baldwin County 

High School. Receiving the 

Group presents $10K 

in donations, recognizes 

outstanding citizens

SEE BANQUET, PAGE 2

Whitewings business takes off
Page 4

Page 29

White dove release helps give people 

peace at funerals, weddings, events

By ALLISON WOODHAM

allison@gulfcoastmedia.com 

ELBERTA — Whitewings 

of Gulfwinds began as a 

hobby and has turned into 

a unique business for Paula 

Murphy and her husband, 

Danny. It is a white dove 

release.

“Years ago, I used to 

breed German short-

haired pointers, and I 

was always buying quail 

to train these dogs,” 

Paula said. 

A friend of  hers told her 

to stop buying quail and 

use pigeons instead. You 

can put their head under 

their wing and hide them 

in a bush. The dog flushes 

the pigeon and it flies back 

to the loft; you can use 

pigeons over and over for 

training. Paula mentioned 

the idea to Danny. What 

COURTESY OF WHITEWINGS OF GULFWINDS

The Murphys’ birds are White Rock Doves. These doves are actually a pure white breed of pigeon. The Murphys have 

had pigeons since 1999, started flying white birds in 2005, and Paula said the business really took off in 2009.

SEE DOVES, PAGE 30

Whitewings 

of Gulfwinds, 

owned and oper-

ated by Paula 

and Danny Mur-

phy, is a white 

dove release 

company for 

weddings, funer-

als, memorial 

services or spe-

cial occasions.

ALLISON WOODHAM 

/ THE ONLOOKER
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Electrician’s Mate 

2nd Class Matthew 

Tuten is finalist 

for 2016 Service 

Member of the Year

PAGE 5
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Glass of any kind is not allowed on 

Glass of any kind is not allowed on 
Alabama beaches.
Alabama beaches.

Tips you can use to help keep our beaches clean

BY JOHN MULLENjohnm@gulfcoastmedia.com
GULF SHORES — As leaders 

around the county launch and 

lead a campaign to have visitors 
“Business Where You Beach,” 
Gulf Shores is looking to focus 
that effort on the city’s Business 
and Aviation Park.On May 23 officials from Gulf  

Shores, Orange Beach, Gulf  
Shores and Orange Beach Tour-
ism, the Coastal Alabama Busi-
ness Chamber and the Baldwin 

County Economic Development Al-liance gathered at Jack Edwards Air-port to announce the new initiative.“Together we launched the Busi-ness Where You 
Beach campaign,” Gulf Shores Di-

rector of Economic Development 
Blake Phelps said. “What that is is 

a new target marketing campaign 
similar to what Herb (Malone) 
and his group do from a vacation 
standpoint. But this is from an 
economic development standpoint.

“We’re targeting people who are 

coming here to vacation. High-

Gulf Shores looks to upgrade Business Park

City wants to improve infrastructure, access at aviation park

PHELPS

SEE AIRPORT, PAGE 2

ROGER REETZ / LOVELY LIZARD PHOTOGRAPHY

This picture of an eagle feeding a chick was taken about a month ago. State Park Naturalist Kelly 

Reetz now reports both chicks are now fledging and have left the nest and are living in the trees 

around the nest. 

Officials say it’s time buildings come downBY JOHN MULLENjohnm@gulfcoastmedia.com
ORANGE BEACH — City officials are 

working with the owners of  the long-

stalled Bama Bayou site that has been 

sitting vacant and dormant since it was 

foreclosed on in April of  2009.
‘It’s time to clean the site 

up,” Orange Beach Mayor 
Tony Kennon said.Just a few short years 

ago, Pleasure Island was 
abuzz with the prospects 
of  a “Gulf  World” type 
entertainment center and 
community across the In-
tracoastal Waterway from 
The Wharf.The city is now in talks the current 

ownership to work on demolition.
“We’re working with the owners over 

the next 60 days to come up with a plan to 

clean the site,” Kennon said. “Essentially 

bring the buildings down, if  possible, and 

again, it will probably have to go before 

a judge in some way that we’ve worked 

together and make that happen.”
In 2011 city code inspectors had prob-

lems with trash and debris around the 

site and were close to declaring it a 

public nuisance. Debris was removed 

or moved out of  sight and a fence was 

erected according to city directives.

Five years later the site is drawing city 

attention once again.

Having a bite to eat

BY ELOISE THOMLEYGulf Coast Arts Alliance
GULF SHORES — Local and regional art-

ists will gather again on June 4 in Waterway 

Village for an art market, hosted by the Gulf  

Coast Arts Alliance, in partnership with the 

City of Gulf Shores.  The art market will be from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

at 225 E. 24th Ave. in Gulf Shores.
Visitors can enjoy browsing original art 

such as paintings in watercolor, acrylic, oil 

and pastel, carved wood, pottery, hand blown 

glass, original jewelry, fabric and metal art.

Art market returns to Waterway Village

Bama Bayou death throes?

SEE BAYOU, PAGE 2

SEE MARKET, PAGE 2

KENNON

Sea, Sand, Stars Summer ProgramStarting on Monday the Sea Sand and Stars 
Science and Nature Center located behind Orange Beach Elemen-tary School will start its summer program. There will be a rotat-ing schedule of  guided tours and IMAX mov-ies in the planetarium. 

Call 251-981-5690 or visit seasandandstars.com for scheduling information and to re-serve a time. A $2 per person minimum dona-
tion is appreciated.

Opening nightSummertide pres-ents “Mr. Sandman” at the South Baldwin Community Theatre Friday at 7 p.m. The annual University of  Alabama presenta-tion will run through July 1. The show is an off-Broadway hit musical by Roger Bean. Celebrate the 1958 Springfield High School prom with the Wonderettes, four girls with hopes and dreams as big as their crinoline skirts. Tick-ets are $20 for adults, $15 for 12 and under. For more information call 251-968-6721 or visit SummerTide.org.

By ALLISON WOODHAM

allison@gulfcoastmedia.com
Baldwin County is 

unlike any other place 

— waves crash onto the 

beach at one end and at 

the other, there is more un-touched soil than paved roads. And that un-touched soil and history is what sparks the curiosity to learn what’s 

north of  Interstate 65.

In the 1800s, Stockton 

was a booming area, ri-

valing Mobile. In 1811, the 

first sawmill, Kennedy 

Sawmill, was established 

in Stockton. Timber and 

sawmilling were the 

mainstays of  the area 

during this time with an 

abundance of  pine and 

cypress trees. Boats also 

carried produce grown in 

the area to sell in Mobile.

After the Civil War, 

mills like McMillan and 

Son began operation, 

producing and shipping 

products to New Orleans 
and to Boston 

by boats that 
came up the 

Tensaw River. 
However, the 

timber indus-
try declined 

drastically and the last 
sawmill closed. 

An industry 
that had been 

alive since 1811 
has now nearly 

vanished.

Although the commu-

nities north of  I-65 have 

changed drastically from 

the 1800s, few things have 

stayed the same in regard 

to industry.“There really is no in-

dustry other than timber, 

some limited farming 

and of  course, recreation 

with all the boat landings 

up here,” said Hooper  

Remembering those 

that gave allPAGE 15

World War I Veterans 

Monument dedicated 

PAGE 4
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Joyce BishopJames C. Cutright

Joyce E. DeesAshlynn Faye George
Paul John Johnson Jr.

Kenneth Walter Kidd
Luke Glenn Langley
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More fun in Buzz, 12-14�

Covering all of Baldwin County every week.

The Baldwin Times

By JOHN UNDERWOOD

john@gulfcoastmedia.com“Neither snow nor 

rain nor heat nor gloom 

of  night stays these 

couriers from the swift 

completion of  their ap-

pointed rounds.”ROBERTSDALE 

— While it has never 

been officially rec-

ognized as the motto 

of  the U.S. Postal 

Service, the above say-

ing, which is posted 

on New York’s James 

Farley Post Office, 

is probably the most 

recognized associa-

tion with the national 

The Mobile-Tensaw Delta 

is the second largest river 

delta in the U.S., eclipsed 

only by the Mississippi 

River Delta.Source: Dr. Doug Phillips, University of 

Alabama

BALDWIN FAST FACTS

Economy and industry

LIFE ABOVE I-65

Overseas Hardwoods 

Company (OHC) was 

founded by Lee Robinson 

in 1967. OHC opened 

the Stockton location in 

1990.
COURTESY OF OHC

Since its founding, OHC has been ever expanding, including decking for commercial and 

residential properties; window, door and marine industry; and outdoor living custom manu-

facturing.

BALDWIN TIMES EXCLUSIVE
Do you know 

Baldwin County?
This is a four-part series 

about the industry, people, 

recreation and environ-

ment of  the communities 

of  Baldwin County that lie 

north of  Interstate 65.

SEE  I-65, PAGE 26

More than 40 years
of Postal Service

JOHN UNDERWOOD / GCM PHOTO

Charles Tucker stands in front of the Robertsdale Main 

Post Office.

By CLIFF MCCOLLUM

cliff@gulfcoastmedia.comFollowing a special called board 

meeting and a work session discus-

sion about Baldwin County Schools’ 

strategic plan, Baldwin County 

Board of  Education 

member Norm Moore 

announced to his fel-

low board members 

he would be resigning 

from his seat later in 

June.
Moore said he had 

served on the board 

for over 11 years and was thankful 

for his time on the board, but he 

thought it was time for him to step 

aside.
“The problems that we’re chal-

lenged with now are probably more 

difficult than any we’ve ever faced,” 

Moore said. “I enjoy serving on this 

board, but I think going forward we 

have to be thinking about strategic 

planning and other major issues.” 

Moore said he hoped the board 

would appoint JaNay Dawson to the 

seat upon his resignation. Dawson, a 

former assistant superintendent and 

interim superintendent of  the Bald-

win County Schools, is uncontested 

in her electoral bid for Moore’s 

board seat.“I think as we move forward, the 

person who’s going to be here for six 

more years needs to be the one help-

ing make those decisions,” Moore 

said. 
The other board members said 

they saw no problem with Moore’s 

request, though they were reluctant 

to let him go.

Norm Moore to resign from 

Baldwin County school board

SEE TUCKER, PAGE 2

SEE BOARD, PAGE 2

MOORE

“I cried. There are board 

members I still call and 

lean on when there are 

tough decisions to make, 

and Norm is one of the first 

ones I call.”Shannon Cauley, BCBE President 

10th Annual Autism FUNraiser
Join in on the fun of  the 

three-day event to raise 

funds for High Hopes 4 Au-

tism, and purchase a ticket 

for a chance to win a Jeep 

Wrangler.   PAGE 12

‘Land of the Beautiful River’ 
Cos Davis captures the 

beauty of  Bon Secour, Ala-

bama in his book.   

PAGE 12

Bids, Brews & 
Beats Concert and 

Silent Auction 
Enjoy live music, bid on 

auctioned items and help 

feed local schoolchildren.  

PAGE 13

Books, hotdogs 
and jugglingThe Daphne Public Li-

brary’s 2016 Summer Read-

ing Program kicks off  on 

June 6 at the Daphne Civic 

Center. PAGE 12
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Red Beard’s
Treasure Chest

Antiques - interiors
collectibles

Rewards program. Earn 1% back on purchases.
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Over 80 Dealer Booths!
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