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WWEELLCCOOMMEE!!  
Dover Comic Con is a FREE indoor/outdoor pop culture festival in downtown Dover, Delaware.  The event is host to over 100 

different exhibitors including artisans, artists, cars, cosplayers, fan groups, costume clubs, gaming, non-profits, media groups, web 
series, small press, vendors, food trucks, and other attractions.  In addition to the amazing exhibitors, Dover Comic Con has 

panels, programs, and activities for all ages scheduled at different venues throughout the city. 
 

DDoovveerr  CCoommiicc  CCoonn  iiss  aa  rraaiinn  oorr  sshhiinnee  eevveenntt..    PPlleeaassee  rreemmeemmbbeerr  tthhaatt  sscchheedduulleedd  pprrooggrraammss  aanndd  aappppeeaarraanncceess  aarree  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  cchhaannggee..  
 

DOVER COMIC CON IS PRESENTED BY: 
  

  

  
 

 
SPONSORED BY: 

                                      
  

  
 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH: 
                       

 
 
 
 

MEDIA SPONSORS: 

    
 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS: 
Donna Mitchell           

 
 
 
 

 



DOVER CON 2025 DAILY STATE NEWS2

WELCOMEWELCOME



3DOVER CON 2025﻿DAILY STATE NEWS

Dover Con, started in 2014 by the Dover Library,  is a FREE indoor/outdoor pop culture 
festival in downtown Dover, Delaware. The event is host to more than 100 different exhibitors 
including artisans, artists, cars, cosplayers, fan groups, costume clubs, gaming, non-profits, 
media groups, small press, vendors, food trucks and other attractions. In addition to the 
amazing exhibitors, Dover Con has a cosplay contest, panel discussions, gaming and pinball 
competitions, lightsaber training, pro wrestling and more.

Dover Con is a rain or shine event. Please remember that scheduled
programs and appearances are subject to change. Details at delmarvaevents.net
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If you are planning to enter the  
Kids Showcase Costume Contest (ages 12 & under)  
or the Dover Con Cosplay Contest (13 & up),  
please visit the Costume/Cosplay Contest Registration Booth  
located next to the Dover Con State Street Stage on The Green, 
State Street.  

Kids Costume Contest is limited to 30 entrants, DC Cosplay 
Contest to 60 entrants, and Groups to 10 entrants.

Dover Con is a rain or shine event.   
Please remember that scheduled programs and appearances 
are subject to change.

 PROHIBITED ITEMS  COSTUMES WITH WEAPONS

Absolutely no fire, liquids, toxic substances, 
or anything that may cause danger to 
yourself or others. This includes all real 
weapons AND stage weapons (swords, 
guns, bows, etc.).

No functional weapons are allowed at Dover Con. 
Simulated or costume weapons (FOAM, PLASTIC, 
OR CARDBOARD ONLY) are allowed as a part of your 
costume, subject to approval by staff. Projectile 
costume weapons must be rendered inoperable.

Dover Con promotes cospositivity. Everyone is welcome to cosplay, geek out, and share their love of their 
favorite fandom. Please be respectful of everyone and remember cosplay means different things to different 
people. Dover Con will not tolerate harassment of any kind, verbal or physical, including stalking, deliberate 
intimidation, unwelcome physical attention, physical assault or battery. Remember cosplay does not equal 
consent. There will be a lot of amazing costumes and cosplayers, please be respectful of each other and 
always ask if you would like to take a guest’s photo.

If it's illegal outside the event, it's illegal inside the event. Harassment is grounds for removal from the Dover 
Con as well as potential legal action.

Registration 
is early for the 

costume contests!
Be sure to do it 

first!
Kids Showcase Registration 

10:00 a.m.- 11:45 a.m.

Adult Registration  
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

P OLICIESP OLICIES

continued on page 6
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THANK Y OUTHANK Y OU

Please remember to ask our exhibitors if you are allowed to take photos of their booth or art. 
If you love the art, support the artist by purchasing their work.

Attendance is subject to the rules and regulations of Dover Con. An attendee may be ejected from the 
festival for disorderly conduct, a violation of the law or policy, or at the sole discretion of a Dover Con 
official.

Attendees acknowledge that when attending Dover Con they may be recorded (by video, sound, or film) 
and thus consent to such recording, its publishing, and re-broadcasting. 

Dover Con is not liable for any loss or damage to persons or property, infringement of any right, or any 
other claim or cause of action of any kind. 

The Daily State News would like to thank the City of Dover, the Dover Public Library, State of Delaware, 
the Biggs Museum of American Art, Delaware Historical & Cultural Affairs, First State Heritage Park, 
Visit Central Delaware – Kent County Tourism, Red Bandana and TKO Productions for all of their help 
and support of this event. We would also like to thank the Dover Police Department & Cadets, DelDOT, 
and these City of Dover Departments: Planning & Inspections, Fire Marshal, Public Works, Public Affairs 
& Emergency Management, Human Resources, Parks & Recreation, the Mayor’s office, and the City 
Manager’s office for their support of Dover Con.

In addition, we would like to thank the many volunteers and workers who put a lot of time and effort into 
making this a successful event. They are all wearing “STAFF” badges, so be sure to thank them if you see 
them while you are visiting Dover Con.

P OLICIESP OLICIES
continued from page 4

We want Dover Con to be a safe, open, and accepting environment for 
everyone. If you find yourself subjected to harassment or see someone 
else being harassed at the event, please immediately find a staff 
member, volunteer, police officer, or cadet. 

  EXHIBITORS

  DISCLAIMER

P OP-CULT URE CARSP OP-CULT URE CARS
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P OP-CULT URE CARSP OP-CULT URE CARS

Loockerman Street
across from  
the Dover Public Library

Check out these classic replicas 
from your favorite movies and TV 
shows – old and new. 
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SCHEDULESCHEDULE
AT A GLANCE

SUBJECT TO CHANGE
SATURDAY, JUNE 14
ALL DAY ACTIVITIES
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Outdoor Vendor Market & Food 
Trucks Open

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
The John Bell House School of 
Witchcraft and Wizardry
John Bell House on The Green, State 
Street

10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Small Town Gaming hosts: Super 
Smash Bros. Ultimate Competition 
Biggs Museum of American Art

10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Delaware Anime Society Fandom 
Scavenger Hunt
Dover Public Library

10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Otaku Outpost Anime Videos hosted 
by Delaware Anime Society 
Dover Public Library

10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Face Painting by Christy Shaffer 
Dover Public Library 

SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES
10 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
Kids Showcase: Costume Contest
Ages 0-12 Registration Open 
(contest at 12 p.m.)
on The Green, State Street

10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Dover Con Cosplay Contest
Ages 13+ Registration Open 
(contest at 1:30 p.m.)
on The Green, State Street

10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
501st Legion First State Garrison 
and Rebel Legion: Ghost Base
Star Wars exhibit with costumed 
characters and droids
Dover Public Library

10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
First State Flippers Pinball 
Tournament Qualifications
Wesley United Methodist Church, 
Loockerman Street

11 a.m. 
The Ages of Comic Books
Presented by Mike Boyd
The Old State House on The Green, 
State Street

11 a.m. 
Padawan Training Institute – Saber 
Guild – Malachor Temple
Wesley United Methodist Church, 
Loockerman Street

12 p.m. – 3 p.m.
Pursuit for Peace Princesses
Dover Public Library

11 a.m.
Panelist  Discussions - The History of 
Marvel Comics: Mike Boyd at the Old 
State House, on The Green
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12 p.m.
Kids Showcase:
Costume Contest Ages 0-12 
Awards immediately follow
Stage on The Green, State Street
12 p.m. 
Adults Training – Saber Guild – 
Malachor Temple
Wesley United Methodist Church, 
Loockerman Street

1 p.m.
Panelist  Discussions - The Cult 
Classic Movie “The Room” discussed 
by actor Philip Haldiman at the Old 
State House, on The Green 

1:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
Dover Con Cosplay Contest
Ages 13+
Stage on The Green, State Street

2 p.m. 
Padawan Training Institute – Saber 
Guild – Malachor Temple
Wesley United Methodist Church, 
Loockerman Street

3 p.m. 
Adults Training – Saber Guild – 
Malachor Temple
Wesley United Methodist Church, 
Loockerman Street

3 p.m. – 4 p.m.
First State Flippers Pinball 
Tournament Finals
Wesley United Methodist Church, 
Loockerman Street

3:45 p.m.
Dynamite Championship Wrestling – 
Live Wrestling Match
Legislative Mall

3:30 – 4 p.m. 
Costume Contest and Cosplay 
Contest Award Ceremony
Stage on The Green, State Street

Designed by Jamie Bobbitt • Advertising: adsupport@iniusa.org
302-741-8200 • BayToBayNews.com • Event information at: DelmarvaEvents.net

An Advertising Publication of

DAILY

STATE NEWS
BayToBayNews.comBayToBayNews.comatat

Part of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USAPart of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA
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Don’t invest in 
a galaxy far, 

far away!
Dover is right 
here and 
open for 
business! 

The City of Dover is 
currently 

SEEKING NEW TALENT! 
Bring your superpowers to 

Dover to start a new 
career!

We are big enough to be a city but small enough to 
call home! Come Explore!

Are you interested in 
starting up a business right here 

in Dover? Did you know that there 
are many financial incentives to help

      you do just that? Call the 
Mayor’s Office at 
302-736-7004 for 
more information.
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Del-One is proud to support

Dover Con!

www.Del-One.org
(302) 739-4496

Member Focused. 
ComMunity Driven.
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PANELIST   DISCUSSI ONSPANELIST   DISCUSSI ONS

11:00 a.m.
The History of Marvel Comics: Mike Boyd	
Love the Marvel Universe and all things comics? Discover the fascinating history of 
Marvel Comics with a former AP English teacher as your guide!

1:00 p.m.
The Cult Classic Movie “The Room” discussed by actor Philip 
Haldiman	
The cult classic The Room is a 2003 American independent romantic drama written, 
directed, produced by, and starring Tommy Wiseau. Philip Haldiman, who played Denny 
in the film, will share behind-the-scenes stories from the set, insights into the making of 
The Room, and highlights from his broader acting career. He will also be showcasing his 
comic book, which will be available at Dover Con.

at the Old State House, on The Green
SMALL-T OWN GAMINGSMALL-T OWN GAMING
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Small Town Gaming, a Delaware company that focuses on 
bringing Esports to the Delmarva peninsula, will be doing 
their part to help make Dover Con 2025 the most memorable 
geek experience yet! STG will be hosting a Super Smash Bros. 
Ultimate Competition in the Biggs Museum of American Art from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.! But get there early because pre-registration 
starts at 10 a.m. and this event will be capped at 32 players!

This event will be Free Entry with the 
Top 6 players live streamed on our 
“SmallTownGamingTv” Twitch Channel! 
Trophies and Medals will be awarded to Top 
Places! So come on out for a day of fun and see 
how you stack up against the local best!

RULES FOR  
THE EVENT

 If you would like to learn more about upcoming events or Small Town Gaming Entertainment,  
check them out on Facebook @SmallTownGamingDE or online at smalltowngaming.com.

Tournament Play
Double Elimination

3 Character Stocks

7 Minute Timer

No Items

Match-ups will be Best of 3 Games 
until Semi-Final Rounds

Semi-Final Rounds and on will 
compete as Best of 5 Games

Stage Lists
Battlefield

Final Destination

Smashville

Town & City

Pokemon Stadium 2

Counter Picks:

Kalos League

Yoshi's Story

Small Battlefield

SMALL-T OWN GAMINGSMALL-T OWN GAMING
Super Smash Bros.  
       Ultimate Competition
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9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
John Bell House on The Green
We are pleased to inform you that you are cordially 
invited to attend the John Bell School of Witchcraft and 
Wizardry on June 8, during Dover Con! Be transported 
back in time to learn about the history of magic, partake 
in some magical Colonial crafts, and even take home 
some new wizarding skills of your own. Classes include 
Herbology, Potions, and even Transfiguration! This event 
is for all ages. Stop by anytime between 9 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. to partake in various activities throughout the day. 
This program is FREE to the public.

FIRST  S TATE  HERI TAGE PARKFIRST  S TATE  HERI TAGE PARK

JOHN BELL HOUSE SCHOOL
OF WITCHCRAFT AND WIZARDRY



15DOVER CON 2025﻿DAILY STATE NEWS

JOHN BELL HOUSE SCHOOL
OF WITCHCRAFT AND WIZARDRY

By Mike Finney
Daily State News

Everybody deserves the chance to go to an 
event such as Dover Con 2025 and discover other 
people with a similar affinity toward fun things.

That is why Dover Con officials decided to 
team up with Autism Delaware to create safe 
spaces for guests on the autism spectrum at this 
year’s festival in downtown Dover on June 14 
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.

The safe zone for both kids and adults on the 
spectrum will be located on the third floor of the 
Schwartz Center of the Arts at 226 S. State St., 
just a block away from the main attractions at the 
upcoming festival.

It will offer a chance to soak in a personal oasis 
and respite for a population that might feel over-
whelmed by everything that is happening around 
them.

“I’m hoping that it really encourages people 
with autistic kids to come out and know there’s 
a place where they can kind of decompress for a 
little while,” said Jessica Cook, Dover Con’s event 
manager for the Daily State News.

The event manager stressed, “It’s a nice big 
space and they’re going to have areas where there 
will be cartoons, quiet areas and comfy areas. 
It’s just going to be a reserved area that would be 
good for families to just chill out, and there’s also 
going to be one room that’s more intense for those 
who need it.”

Dover Con is a free, family-friendly, indoor/
outdoor pop-culture festival with more than a 

Dover Con offers respite for growing 
autistic population by hosting a sensory 
room at the Schwartz Center for the Arts

THANK YOU
to Delaware State University 
for hosting Autism Delaware 

and our VIPs at the 
Schwartz Center for the Arts.

The Daily State News values
our community partners!

Visit us on facebook for upcoming events!

www.desu.edu

Dover Comic Con 2024 Photo by Laura Walter

continued on Page 17
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MORE LOCAL NEWS MORE LOCAL NEWS 

ONLINE!ONLINE!
Look for these e-Newspapers for more coverage

from our other local communities.

Find them at the “E-NEWSPAPERS” 
pull down menu at 

baytobaynews.combaytobaynews.com 

Celebrating the Place We Call Home • Vol. 11 No. 51 • Tuesday, April 22, 2025
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Wicomico County Executive Julie Giordano, surrounded by department heads and county leaders, presents her State of the County address. SALISBURY 

INDEPENDENT/RICHARD CAINES

Wicomico County Executive Giordano, 

Wicomico County Executive Giordano, 

staff and leaders reflect on past year

staff and leaders reflect on past year

By Richard Caines
Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — Public safety, 

capital improvements and education 

were among many topics discussed 

during the April 10 State of the 

County Address held in Salisbury. 

Wicomico County Executive Julie 

Giordano gave her third address since 

being elected in 2022 – the first wom-

an to ever hold the post in Wicomico 

County’s history. Department heads 

and county leaders also provided 

feedback during the nearly two-hour 

event.
“Once again, I have invited them 

to be part of this year’s State of the 

County address because we stand 

together as a united front, working 

collaboratively to serve the people of 

Wicomico County,” Giordano said. 

Giordano said they introduced 

“six pillars of success” last year to 

help guide the vision and strategic 

initiatives for the county centered 

around employee recruitment and re-

tention, public safety, modernization 

and efficiency of local government, 

education, economic development 

and community investment. 

“These six pillars are not just guid-

ing principles, they are embedded in 

the very foundation of our budget, 

policies and daily decision making,” 

Giordano said. “Every initiative we 

undertake is measured against these 

priorities to ensure that we continue 

moving forward in a way that benefits 

our residents, businesses and future 

generations.”Employee recruitment and re-

tention
Giordano said she considers em-

ployee recruitment and retention 

one of the most important initiatives 

in building a strong and successful 
• See Wicomico on page 4

Easter egg hunt 
brings joy to Salisbury Boys 

& Girls Club membersBy Richard Caines
Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — Nearly 60 Boys 

& Girls Club members were able to 

experience an early Easter thanks to a 

donation and partnership by Walmart 

store #2931 in Fruitland. 

Excitement filled the air at the re-

cently expanded Truitt Street Com-

munity Center April 17 as local chil-

dren were given blue Walmart-logoed 

canvas bags and given the opportu-

nity to go on an Easter adventure, 

searching for hundreds of treat-filled 

eggs strategically placed by store 

management, associates and staff of 

Maroon PR, a Columbia-based cre-

ative communications agency. 

“One thing that Walmart loves to 

do is community outreach and fund 

in creative ways other than saying 

here’s a big check,” Maroon PR Ac-

count Manager Mike Twiname said. 

Walmart Store Manager Shannon 

Argy said they are honored to give 

out community grants and events like 

the Easter egg hunt brings her “joy” 

to see the excitement of the children. 
• See Egg Hunt on page 4

COMMUNITY

4390 Summit Bridge Rd 
 Middletown, DE 19709 

 302-376-5700 
Open Daily: 8 AM – 9 PM  

FB.com/NewHarpersSandwiches

Sandwiches & Such

HARPER’S
HARPER’S
HARPER’S

Middletown, DE
Middletown, DE

NOW SERVING HAND-TOSSED 

NOW SERVING HAND-TOSSED 

HOMEMADE PIZZA!

HOMEMADE PIZZA!
$$110000 Wings Everyday!

 Wings Everyday!
Appetizers Soups & SidesHot & Cold SubsReubens & Sandwiches

Salads

Kids MealsPastries & Desserts
Breakfast   Platters/Omelettes/Sandwiches
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Wayne DeMarco of Smyrna is a advocate for BAYADA Hearts for Home Care. For video with this story, visit baytobaynews.com. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

Wayne DeMarco
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Home Care
Story on page 4
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Buzz Kill
Mosquito control unit
springs into action

By Brian Trompeter
Milford Harrington Independent

MILFORD — It’s not as glamorous as swooping 
low over a marsh in a helicopter or soaring above fields 
and forests in a fixed-wing aircraft.

But, this time of year, dipping plastic containers into 
standing woodland water helps the Delaware Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and Environmental Con-
trol’s Mosquito Control Section determine where to 
target insecticides.

David Moore, an environmental scientist with the 
section, demonstrated the technique last month in a 
swampy tree line in the Milford Neck Nature Preserve.

Wearing rubber boots, he used a wooden pole to 
lower a white cup into the dingy, tea-colored water.

Sure enough, it was loaded with tiny mosquito lar-
vae.

The Mosquito Control Section will spend late 
March and early April treating inland forested wet-
lands near populated areas — the idea being to kill as 

• See Mosquito on page 8

Harrington dedicates first formal playground

By Brian Trompeter
Milford Harrington Independent

HARRINGTON — The 
city of Harrington has lots of 
small recreational areas dubbed 

parks, but officials said the new 
children’s playground behind 
the Parks and Recreation De-
partment’s facility that they 
dedicated Friday, April 4, is 

its first formal park.
The city obtained the Game 

Time playground equipment 
from Cunningham Recreation, 

State Sen. Dave Wilson, City Council member Jack Stewart, Mayor Duane 
E. Bivans, Acting Parks and Recreation Director Doug Poore, Assistant 
City Manager Amanda Marlow, Council member Darrin Simpson and 
state Rep. Shannon Morris take part in the April 4 ribbon cutting for a 
new children’s playground behind the Parks and Recreation Department 
building. MILFORD HARRINGTON INDEPENDENT/BRIAN TROMPETER

Dover PD 

sees rise in 

shoplifting, 

overdoses
Homicides increase three-

fold year over year

By Kaitlyn Cupelli

Daily State News

DOVER — Police Chief Thomas A. 

Johnson Jr. shared the Dover Police De-

partment’s 2024 annual report March 

24, announcing an increase in shoplift-

ing, overdoses and homicides.

The numbers, reported during a City 

Council meeting, included three times 

the number of homicides in 2024 (six) 

than 2023 (two).

By Kaitlyn Cupelli

Daily State News

DOVER — Charlotte Phillips is a wom-

an who grew up with a love for reading. Her 

mother read to her constantly, and her grand-

mother was a librarian. 

It was from this love of books that an idea 

came to be: what if she provided children’s 

books to local barbershops? 

Ms. Phillips first read about this idea in 

an article. She also observed fathers and sons 

walking on Loockerman Street on the week-

ends, coming back from getting haircuts. 

“I just thought, oh, this is a great way to 

promote a love of reading,” Ms. Phillips said. 

“And to engage these owners.”

According to Ms. Phillips, reading levels, 

especially for Black boys, are abysmal in Del-

aware and the country overall. Not know-

ing how to read is also directly related to the 
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Dover baker
turns middle 

school dream 

into reality; 18

Tyeisha Grier, right, helped Charlotte Phillips further develop her project with Network 

Delaware. GREATER DOVER INDEPENDENT/KAITLYN CUPELLI

• See Books on page 4
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Dover woman provides books to 

children in local barbershops
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Volunteering may be 

down but there’s 

still 
a spirit t

o serve

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

DEAL ISLAND — It 

was more than the usual 

awards banquet for the Deal 

Island-Chance 
Volunteer 

Fire Company as members 

celebrated 70 years si
nce its 

founding as a way for neigh-

bors to
 help neighbors.

Following 
icebreakers 

and a rundown of the eve-

ning’s 
agenda President 

Charles “Chuck” Jacobson 

introduced 50-year member 

and former Assista
nt Chief 

Danny Ray Webster who 

presented Chs. T. “Tommy” 

Northam and his wife Jean 

two framed 70th anniversary 

challenge coins commemo-

rating his place as the last of 

the charter members.

Founded on Sept. 29, 

1954 Mr. Northam said he 

was proud to have been a 

part of the crew that helped 

fight the first fi
re on Oct. 1, 

1955 which was not long af-

ter a sire
n had been installed 

at the firehouse.

“I dashed out of my home 

and saw flames and smoke 

coming from around three 

doors (down) from where I 

lived,” he recalled. “It w
as a 

shed fire at Price Webster’s 

property.”

Those committed volun-

teers along with their 1942 

Ford pumper named Nellie 

Belle soon extinguished the 

fire so it would not spread. 

It w
as said the oystermen in 

Deal Island-Chance VFC members after 

70 years are still helping their neighbors

See Deal Island VFC on page 4

Will open uptown to 

start but will build on 

land outside city limits

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — A medical 

doctor with more than 50 years 

of experience will be joined by 

a board certified nurse practi-

tioner to open an 

advanced primary 

care office in up-

town Crisfield.

“There’s 
no 

place better than 

Crisfield,” 
Dr. 

Howard Haft said, 

calling Somerset 

County the most medically un-

derserved area in the state and 

one of his “final last la
ps” during 

his career will be to establish 

this family care facility to offer 

“strong primary care.”

The city is le
asing temporary 

office space inside the former 

McCrory’s five and dime, and 

Dr. Haft hopes to start seeing 

patients in
 April. T

he permanent 

site will be new construction on 

Crisfield Highway, across from 

Maple Shade, which ironically 

started as a medical center op-

erated by the Barhans, la
ter be-

coming Crisfield Clinic.

“It will be fully complete, a 

modern facility, I lo
ve the spot,” 

Dr. H
aft said, and 

it w
ill provide the 

space he needs to 

see children and 

young adults 
as 

the uptown loca-

tion is to
o small for 

pediatric care.

Brandon 
D. 

Milligan, a Princess Anne na-

tive who is a family nurse practi-

tioner, w
ill be working with him 

as Dr. Haft continues to recruit 

additional providers, a
nticipating 

up to five in the new facility.

Family medical practice 

announced for Crisfield

See Family Practice page 3
Howard

Haft

Brandon

Milligan

Tommy Northam, left, holds the citations from the General Assembly to honor the 70th anniversary of the 

Deal Island-Chance Volunteer Fire Company of which he was a charter member. They were presented by 

Del. Charles Otto and Sen. Mary Beth Carozza during the company’s annual banquet, and they are joined by 

Chief Donald Ford, a 40-year member, and Assistant Chief George Mister Jr. COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

$9M shortfall persist
s; 

priorities expressed but 

FY25 expenses unclear

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

WESTOVER — A work ses-

sion held by the Somerset Coun-

ty Board of Education to recom-

mend ways to close a $9 million 

gap in next year’s $50 million 

budget spent more time look-

ing back and asking questions 

on why various accounts in the 

current spending plan are flush 

with cash and not showing any 

drawdown despite the year being 

more than half over.

“We rank last in math, and 

we are second to last in
 reading,” 

said Board Chair M
att Lankford. 

“The concern that we have as a 

board is overseeing the budget 

with inadequate reports. 
The 

bigger the budget, th
e more de-

tail that’s re
quired.”

CFO Linda Johnson said the 

Blueprint for M
aryland’s Future 

looks at funding per school based 

on a formula that cites sta
tutory 

categories, funding and enroll-

ment “and that is h
ow you’re sup-

posed to staff and fund a school.”

Next year 50% of spending is 

to be aligned with the Blueprint, 

and after that all public schools 

must sa
tisfy

 Blueprint directives, 

and she is r
ealigning the budget 

to conform to those requirements.

“We know we are not spend-

ing the way Blueprint wants it 

spent,” she said, “but you got 

to try and start somewhere, 

and putting those budget lines 

in there” shows how funds are 

divided and when totaled are 

equivalent to each category’s ap-

proved allotment.

That’s w
hy “it’s imperative,” 

Ms. Johnson said, that the fis-

cal year 2026 budget is crafted 

so that it n
ot only balances “but 

fits” Blueprint’s standards “and 

it’s g
oing to be very difficult.”

School board wants more 

clarity, details on budget

See SCPS Budget page 6 Unit of Black women 

got military mail back 

on track in WWII 

By Robert Stewart 

Capital News Service

ANNAPOLIS — After 

decades of hearing their sto
-

ries only as family lore, if th
ey 

heard them at all, th
e fami-

lies of 19 Maryland women 

who served in the 6888th 

Battalion are watching those 

stories come alive — and en-

joying the long-awaited rec-

ognition.

The 6888th is the pre-

dominantly Black postal unit 

that served in World War II 

and is the subject of Tyler 

Perry’s blockbuster movie, 

The Six Triple Eight.

“I have wanted my 

mother and my aunt to be 

honored and to be appreci-

ated for a long time,” said 

Catonsville resident Karen 

Taylor, “and now because 

of the Tyler Perry movie the 

world knows what they ac-

complished.”

Although not main char-

acters in
 Perry’s m

ovie, Tay-

lor’s m
other and aunt — who 

were born and raised in Cris-

field — were both members 

of the postal unit featured in 

the film that was released in 

early December.

A salute to the ‘Six Triple Eight’

See ‘Six Triple Eight’ page 8

Karen Taylor of Catonsville shows a photo of her mother, Vivian Elzie Taylor, of Crisfield, who along with her sister Mari-

an served with the 6888th Battalion during World War II. The service of this unit of Black women is highlighted in a new 

movie that will be shown at Gallery 413 this Friday with Ms. Taylor a special guest. CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE/ROBERT STEWART
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No loan needed for 

first p
hase, council 

seeks $2.4M more

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Secretary Josh Kurtz sent 

Crisfield an early Christm
as 

present by allowing the city 

to apply up to $5 million in 

state-funded improvements 

at Somers Cove Marina as 

the city’s match for federal 

flood mitigation.

With more than $36 mil-

lion awarded for improve-

ments south of Chesapeake 

Avenue — and a similar 

amount estim
ated to fin-

ish the job on the northern 

section — the city will be 

required to put up 10% or 

more than $7 million assum-

ing the second funding re-

quest to
 FEMA is approved.

To reach that goal, the 

city applied for $1.9 mil-

lion from the Department 

of the Environment, but the 

only guaranteed money was 

$200,000 pledged by The 

Nature Conservancy and a 

$5 million loan with an in-

terest ra
te of 0.5%.

Mayor Darlene Taylor 

pursued an opportunity to 

work with DNR and last 

Wednesday reported “The 

good news” that Secretary 

Kurtz would “compliment” 

the city’s effort “by offering 

to spend $5 million on mari-

na improvements as in-kind 

state contribution.”

“That’s 
the match we 

were looking for. As op-

posed to having to take out 

a $5 million loan, the DNR 

has agreed to allow us to 

use $5 million of their im-

provements…as match to our 

grant,” the mayor said.

DNR will let city use $5 million in 

marina work as FEMA grant match

BaytoBayNews.com  |  Crisfi eld-Somerset County Times  |  October 16, 2024  11  

— INSIDE —

With his sleigh and reindeer still back at the North Pole, Santa Claus checked out 

his delivery plan for Christmas Eve while driving a yellow school bus for Somer-

set County Public Schools. Ol’ St. Nick (who bore a striking resemblance to Koly 

Ward) was on duty for the Judy Center during the night of the Crisfield Christmas 

Parade and no doubt kept an eye on children along the way and to see whether or 

not they were being naughty or nice. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COMING SOON

See FEMA Match on page 6

Virtual pre-hearing 

with PSC is D
ec. 23

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — Econox 

Renewables Inc. of Win-

chester, Mass., 
is seeking a 

Certificate of Public Conve-

nience and Necessity
 from 

the Maryland Public Service 

Commissio
n to construct a 

2.04 megawatt alternating 

current solar energy gener-

ating system in the area of 

29715-29899 Deal Island 

Road west of Princess A
nne.

The estim
ated $7 million 

“Deal Island Solar Project” 

would occupy some 11 acres 

of a 60-acre property owned 

by Ronald G. Warren, and 

according to the company’s 

petitio
n to the PSC antici-

pates construction to start in
 

the last quarter of 2025.

The site is zoned Medium 

Density Residential-2 and 

while “not permitted” in the 

county’s ordinance on float-

ing zones for Utility
 Scale 

Solar Energy, the applicant 

states “it complies with many 

of the requirements,” for ex-

ample, it’s 
consiste

nt with 

regulations for Ag Residential 

AR and Industria
l-2 distric

ts.

Because the property is 

primarily woods, it would 

be well screened and it is
 de-

signed to have over 500 feet 

of distance from the closest 

neighbors. 
The applicant 

states the Chesapeake Bay 

Critical Area, floodplains and 

wetlands are not impacted.

Utility scale solar project planned for 

11 acre site west of Princess Anne

See Utility
 Scale Solar page 9
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No loan needed for 

first p
hase, council 

seeks $2.4M more

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Secretary Josh Kurtz sent 

Crisfield an early Christm
as 

present by allowing the city 

to apply up to $5 million in 

state-funded improvements 

at Somers Cove Marina as 

the city’s match for federal 

flood mitigation.

With more than $36 mil-

lion awarded for improve-

ments south of Chesapeake 

Avenue — and a similar 

amount estim
ated to fin-

ish the job on the northern 

section — the city will be 

required to put up 10% or 

more than $7 million assum-

ing the second funding re-

quest to
 FEMA is approved.

To reach that goal, the 

city applied for $1.9 mil-

lion from the Department 

of the Environment, but the 

only guaranteed money was 

$200,000 pledged by The 

Nature Conservancy and a 

$5 million loan with an in-

terest ra
te of 0.5%.

Mayor Darlene Taylor 

pursued an opportunity to 

work with DNR and last 

Wednesday reported “The 

good news” that Secretary 

Kurtz would “compliment” 

the city’s effort “by offering 

to spend $5 million on mari-

na improvements as in-kind 

state contribution.”

“That’s 
the match we 

were looking for. As op-

posed to having to take out 

a $5 million loan, the DNR 

has agreed to allow us to 

use $5 million of their im-

provements…as match to our 

grant,” the mayor said.

DNR will let city use $5 million in 

marina work as FEMA grant match

BaytoBayNews.com  |  Crisfi eld-Somerset County Times  |  October 16, 2024  11  

— INSIDE —

With his sleigh and reindeer still back at the North Pole, Santa Claus checked out 

his delivery plan for Christmas Eve while driving a yellow school bus for Somer-

set County Public Schools. Ol’ St. Nick (who bore a striking resemblance to Koly 

Ward) was on duty for the Judy Center during the night of the Crisfield Christmas 

Parade and no doubt kept an eye on children along the way and to see whether or 

not they were being naughty or nice. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COMING SOON

See FEMA Match on page 6

Virtual pre-hearing 

with PSC is D
ec. 23

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — Econox 

Renewables Inc. of Win-

chester, Mass., 
is seeking a 

Certificate of Public Conve-

nience and Necessity
 from 

the Maryland Public Service 

Commissio
n to construct a 

2.04 megawatt alternating 

current solar energy gener-

ating system in the area of 

29715-29899 Deal Island 

Road west of Princess A
nne.

The estim
ated $7 million 

“Deal Island Solar Project” 

would occupy some 11 acres 

of a 60-acre property owned 

by Ronald G. Warren, and 

according to the company’s 

petitio
n to the PSC antici-

pates construction to start in
 

the last quarter of 2025.

The site is zoned Medium 

Density Residential-2 and 

while “not permitted” in the 

county’s ordinance on float-

ing zones for Utility
 Scale 

Solar Energy, the applicant 

states “it complies with many 

of the requirements,” for ex-

ample, it’s 
consiste

nt with 

regulations for Ag Residential 

AR and Industria
l-2 distric

ts.

Because the property is 

primarily woods, it would 

be well screened and it is
 de-

signed to have over 500 feet 

of distance from the closest 

neighbors. 
The applicant 

states the Chesapeake Bay 

Critical Area, floodplains and 

wetlands are not impacted.

Utility scale solar project planned for 

11 acre site west of Princess Anne

See Utility
 Scale Solar page 9
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Leaves decision to BZA 

as ordinance is O
K’d 

to follow state mandate

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — With 

only three Town Commissio
ners 

present to vote, Princess Anne 

amended its z
oning ordinance to 

allow for licensed cannabis grow-

ing, processing and sales provid-

ed setbacks are met and a special 

exception is granted by the Board 

of Zoning Appeals.

The regulations provide for 

cannabis growers and proces-

sors to
 be restric

ted to industria
l 

zones, w
hile dispensaries will be 

allowed in Community Com-

mercial C-1 and General Com-

mercial C-2 zones.

A public hearing was held 

prior to the start of the regular 

February legislative session with 

residents speaking both for and 

against th
e ordinance.

One 63-year-old who uses 

cannabis for pain relief said it 

would be good for Princess A
nne 

so residents lik
e him don’t have 

to travel to Salisbury, and one of 

his neighbors sa
id, “it w

ould be 

the right thing for this town.”

“You’re asking for our opin-

ion,” said the Rev. Dean DeFino 

of Antioch Church. “This is 
go-

ing to be a detrim
ent to Princess 

Anne. We’re going to be known 

as the place to get your drugs.” 

Kindequity LLC by lottery 

was approved by the state last 

summer to open a cannabis dis-

pensary in Somerset County and 

is looking to do that on the south-

east corner of Mt. Vernon Road 

and U.S. 13, in what was once 

the former Peaky’s re
staurant.

It has until th
e end of this year 

to be in operation, and because 

it believes the town has been 

dragging its feet in the process 

of granting permits, filed a writ 

of mandamus in Circuit Court 

Town approves zoning 

for cannabis licensees

See Cannabis Zoning page 4 20 lots in
 150-acre 

property in Westover 

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — 

The county’s plans for an in-

dustria
l park in Westover are 

taking shape as the Planning 

and Zoning Commissio
n ap-

proved this major subdivision 

for 20 lots ranging in size 

from 1.3 to nearly 10 acres.

Plans call for six
 lots fro

nt-

ing Revell’s N
eck Road but 

like the others they are ac-

cessible from one of three 

interior roads that end in cul-

de-sacs.

Brock Parker of Parker & 

Associates, who drafted the 

subdivision plans, said, “We 

tried to diversify
 the lot siz

e 

to give several offerings…you 

really can’t anticipate what 

everybody’s going to want, or 

need,” and lots can be re-sub-

divided if necessary, he said.

Construction of 
the 

streets can be in phases, with 

Revell’s 
Neck Road im-

proved to have acceleration 

and deceleration lanes. Each 

street, named Redden Lane, 

Thompson Drive and Drew-

er Way on the plans, will pro-

vide for full tru
ck movement 

“so big rigs can get in and get 

out and turn around,” Mr. 

Parker said.

Industrial park subdivision a go

See Industrial Park page 5

Mayor Darlene Taylor looks toward the parking lot to see if others are arriving for a pre-bid meeting on the en-

gineering and design for elevating the City Dock 18 inches. With her from left are Joey Collins of Rauch Inc.; 

Shanell Haughton, grant administrator and project coordinator for the city; Reggie Mariner of George, Miles 

& Buhr; and Peterallen Hirschoff, the city’s new building inspector and code enforcer. When construction gets 

underway, the pavilion will come down and be replaced by some other structure or bandstand that will be de-

signed by Design Collective of Baltimore, which will prepare three concepts for public consideration and ulti-

mately City Council approval. Last Wednesday’s meeting was not mandatory, and bid requirements are on 

the city’s website. The last day to submit proposals is Friday, Feb. 21 with an award of bid anticipated Feb. 

28 with the contractor having 90 days to complete the plans. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

PLANNING FOR SOMETHING NEW
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Judge finds town failed 

to act on requested 

zoning, building docs 

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — Re-

tired Wicomico County Circuit 

Court Ju
dge W. Newton Jackson 

III ruled in favor of the limited 

liability company that wants to 

open a cannabis dispensary in 

Princess A
nne, granting summa-

ry judgment on its motion that 

town officials act on its request 

for a zoning certificate and build-

ing permit so it can start work 

converting a former restaurant 

into a retro-themed pharmacy. 

Kindequity LLC in December 

filed a writ o
f mandamus against 

the Town Commissio
ners, their 

manager and zoning director, 

and its a
ttorney was in court la

st 

Thursday to make its c
ase.

Attorney Matthew Murnane 

for the plaintiffs told Judge Jack-

son that the town has not done 

anything about Kindequity’s 

requests, 
and had no record the 

application was denied, and in 

his opinion the town “had no in-

tention of doing anything.”

Further, the zoning ordi-

nance the commissio
ners passed 

on Feb. 5 was flawed as it t
reats 

cannabis differently than alcohol 

by requiring a special exception 

hearing before the Board of Zon-

ing Appeals (B
ZA) for only can-

nabis when by state law cannabis 

and alcohol must be treated the 

same, Mr. M
urnane said.

The zoning ordinance “is un-

lawful,” he said, and wanted the 

court to
 order the town to follow 

its re
quired ministerial duties. M

r. 

Murnane added that there is n
o 

need to take this to
 tria

l because 

“this is 
a clear matter of law.”

For the town, attorney Chris-

topher Smith said the state uses 

the term “retail dealer” while the 

town code’s terminology is “retail 

Kindequity’s complaint 

against town affirmed

See Kindequity Complaint page 5

Participants m
um if 

there are next ste
ps 

or a fresh approach  

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — A 

meeting the County Com-

missio
ners 

requested five 

months ago with leaders of 

the Maryland Department 

of Public Safety and Correc-

tional Services about sta
ffing 

shortfalls at Eastern Correc-

tional Institu
tion took place 

last week in closed session.

Afterward neither sid
e of-

fered any substantive details 

on how that discussion went, 

or if there were any break-

throughs or next ste
ps.

Among those in atten-

dance were DPSCS Secre-

tary Carolyn J. S
cruggs, and 

Division of Correction Com-

missio
ner J. Philip Morgan, 

as well as Citizens’ Advisory 

Committee members, some 

of them having been in that 

role since before the Westo-

ver prison opened in 1987.

Secretary Scruggs said 

she’s lo
oking for a “produc-

tive partnership” with the 

commissio
ners, and will con-

tinue to be in contact with 

them while doing “the best 

we can do to meet the needs 

of the community.”

Former ECI Assista
nt 

Warden Sgt. Ronnie Dryden, 

who has been a champion for 

correctional officers, didn’t 

stay long after the meeting 

ended. He said he would 

have to unwind first and gath-

er his thoughts about what he 

heard before commenting.

“I think it w
ent well, and 

we’ll se
e where it ta

kes us,” 

said County Commissio
ner 

Darryl Webster, retired fa-

cility administra
tor, but no 

future meeting was planned. 

He said later he hopes to 

have more to say about this 

in the coming days. 

Limited update on ECI staffing

See DPSCS Meeting page 4

ECI correctional officer Ronnie Sterling, right, waited to talk with Department of Public Safety and Correc-

tional Services Secretary Carolyn Scruggs following her closed meeting with the County Commissioners. 

Also at that meeting was Phil Morgan, left, Division of Correction Commissioner, who is speaking with War-

ner Sumpter, a member of the Citizens’ Advisory Committee. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 9.

Spring Forward one hour before retiring Saturday.
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Permissio
n granted 

for solar project on 

West Post Office Rd.  

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — A Balti-

more City Circuit Court judge 

ruled in favor of the Maryland 

Public Service Commissio
n 

over the objections of Som-

erset County on the approval 

of a 3.9 megawatt so
lar ener-

gy generating station on West 

Post Office Road.

Judge Levi S. Zaslow 

said the PSC “applied the 

correct standard of review” 

and affirmed its decision to 

grant a Certificate of Pub-

lic Convenience and Ne-

cessity
 (CPCN) to Rosehip 

Cleantech LLC. 

Last Wednesday’s court 

hearing was held over Zoom, 

and representing the county 

was attorney Kirk Simpkins 

who in part argued that due 

consideration was not given 

to the county and its z
oning 

ordinance.

He said the CPCN should 

be denied or at least re
mand-

ed back to the PSC so it can 

follow the local code. This 

piece of ground has long 

been in agriculture, he said, 

and with the proximity of 

houses there is great con-

cern about a solar field being 

detrim
ental to the neighbor-

hood and property values.

The nearly 20-acre site 

east of Princess Anne and 

west of Pete’s Hill Road is 

owned by Flonium Power 

LLC, which sought a special 

exception for the project from 

the Somerset County Board 

of Zoning Appeals but with-

drew its a
pplication before the 

August 2019 public hearing.

PSC decision affirmed over objections

See Solar Affirmed on page 11

$36 million to work 

on flood mitigation 

no longer available 

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Nine 

months after it was an-

nounced that $36.21 mil-

lion in federal funding was 

approved for the Southern 

Crisfield Flood Mitigation 

Project the Trump admin-

istra
tion’s Department of 

Homeland Security redi-

rected those FEMA funds 

for use in disaster relief.

The Federal Emergen-

cy Management Agency 

(FEMA) announced on 

April 4 it was ending the 

Building Resilient Infra-

structure and Communities 

(BRIC) program and can-

celed all BRIC applications 

from fiscal years 2020-23 

which included Crisfield’s.

The grant — which had 

not been disbursed — was re-

turned to the U.S. Treasury.

A FEMA spokesperson 

called the BRIC program 

“yet another example of 

a wasteful and ineffective 

FEMA program” which 

under Homeland Securi-

ty Secretary Kristi 
Noem 

was recommittin
g itself “to 

ensuring that Americans in 

crisis 
can get the help and re-

sources they need.”

“We have many feder-

al opportunities that we’re 

looking at that have been im-

pacted by the changes that 

are happening,” said Mayor 

Darlene Taylor. “They are 

big concerns that we’re go-

ing to lose a lot of the effort 

that we put in.”

However, as a woman 

of faith, Mayor Taylor is 

prayerful that this will not 

stand, and that the two years 

of collaborating with several 

agencies and nonprofits — 

and gaining commitments 

for millions in matching 

funds — was not in vain.

“I don’t know exactly 

where or how, but it’s
 going 

to come back,” she said. “It 

wasn’t good news, but I’m 

like, ‘OK Lord, where are we 

going from here?’ and I hon-

estly don’t know but I k
now 

it will be OK.”

FEMA’s flood grant dries up
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Owens led DC charter 

school, Handy resumes 

assista
nt principal role

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

WESTOVER — Wash-

ington Academy and High 

School has a new principal, 

Clifford Owens, who started 

Monday this w
eek after be-

ing appointed by Somerset 

County Public Schools.

Mr. O
wens, fo

rmer prin-

cipal of Hope Tolson Public 

Charter School in Washing-

ton, D.C., “brings over 25 

years of expe-

rience in pub-

lic education, 

along with a 

demonstrated 

record of trans-

f o r m a t i o n a l 

leadership and 

a 
steadfast 

commitment 

to student achievement,” ac-

cording to SCPS.

“Throughout his career, 

Mr. Owens has served stu-

dents from Pre-K through 

12th grade, promoting growth 

across academic, behavioral, 

and cultural domains — his 

‘ABCs of education.’ He is 

widely recognized for his 

work in school turnaround 

efforts and previously led a 

school honored as a National 

Blue Ribbon School.”

His educational philoso-

phy is c
entered on fostering 

excellence through expedi-

Washington High now has new principal

See New Principal on page 2

Stretches tim
eline, costs 

go up if st
ate gives less 

than expected in FY26

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

WESTOVER — Renova-

tion of Crisfield Academy and 

High School could take twice 

as long as proposed if th
e Mary-

land Interagency Commissio
n on 

School Construction (IA
C) cuts 

by more than half its anticipat-

ed financial commitment in the 

coming fiscal year.

Superintendent of Somerset 

County Public Schools Dr. Ava 

Tasker-M
itchell is being joined 

by the County Commissio
ns and 

Crisfield’s mayor requesting the 

IAC reconsider its p
roposal, which 

will im
pact cash flow, bog down 

the project tim
eline and ultimate-

ly cost th
e state more money.

The IAC approved $38.38 

million for comprehensive im-

provements th
at in February were 

estim
ated to cost $39.2 million.

Work is to start this summer 

and continue while students are 

in school with all systems and 

spaces except for locker rooms 

and Head Start th
at date to 2017 

completed by December 2027.

For FY26, the IAC proposes to 

allocate $8.5 million — $10 mil-

lion less than anticipated. Even 

with Somerset County Public 

Schools using its “
Built to

 Learn” 

(BLT) allotment that leaves a 

shortfall of nearly $7.659 million.

Dr. Tasker-Mitchell wrote to 

IAC Chair Edward Kasemeyer 

that “it would mean extending the 

project by at least th
ree years. T

his 

would increase the overall cost of 

the project by millions, necessi-

tating either an increase in overall 

funding or a reduction in scope.”

Further, dragging out the 

timeline of this occupied renova-

tion would displace and disrupt 

students “for a longer period…

further im
pacting the education-

al experience.”

Cash flow change could 

disrupt CAHS renovation

See CAHS Renovation page 9

$9M shortfall persist
s; 

priorities expressed but 

FY25 expenses unclear

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

WESTOVER — A work ses-

sion held by the Somerset Coun-

ty Board of Education to recom-

mend ways to close a $9 million 

gap in next year’s $50 million 

budget spent more time look-

ing back and asking questions 

on why various accounts in the 

current spending plan are flush 

with cash and not showing any 

drawdown despite the year being 

more than half over.

“We rank last in math, and 

we are second to last in
 reading,” 

said Board Chair M
att Lankford. 

“The concern that we have as a 

board is overseeing the budget 

with inadequate reports. 
The 

bigger the budget, th
e more de-

tail that’s re
quired.”

CFO Linda Johnson said the 

Blueprint for M
aryland’s Future 

looks at funding per school based 

on a formula that cites sta
tutory 

categories, funding and enroll-

ment “and that is h
ow you’re sup-

posed to staff and fund a school.”

Next year 50% of spending is 

to be aligned with the Blueprint, 

and after that all public schools 

must sa
tisfy

 Blueprint directives, 

and she is r
ealigning the budget 

to conform to those requirements.

“We know we are not spend-

ing the way Blueprint wants it 

spent,” she said, “but you got 

to try and start somewhere, 

and putting those budget lines 

in there” shows how funds are 

divided and when totaled are 

equivalent to each category’s ap-

proved allotment.

That’s w
hy “it’s imperative,” 

Ms. Johnson said, that the fis-

cal year 2026 budget is crafted 

so that it n
ot only balances “but 

fits” Blueprint’s standards “and 

it’s g
oing to be very difficult.”

School board wants more 

clarity, details on budget

See SCPS Budget page 6 Unit of Black women 

got military mail back 

on track in WWII 

By Robert Stewart 

Capital News Service

ANNAPOLIS — After 

decades of hearing their sto
-

ries only as family lore, if th
ey 

heard them at all, th
e fami-

lies of 19 Maryland women 

who served in the 6888th 

Battalion are watching those 

stories come alive — and en-

joying the long-awaited rec-

ognition.

The 6888th is the pre-

dominantly Black postal unit 

that served in World War II 

and is the subject of Tyler 

Perry’s blockbuster movie, 

The Six Triple Eight.

“I have wanted my 

mother and my aunt to be 

honored and to be appreci-

ated for a long time,” said 

Catonsville resident Karen 

Taylor, “and now because 

of the Tyler Perry movie the 

world knows what they ac-

complished.”

Although not main char-

acters in
 Perry’s m

ovie, Tay-

lor’s m
other and aunt — who 

were born and raised in Cris-

field — were both members 

of the postal unit featured in 

the film that was released in 

early December.

A salute to the ‘Six Triple Eight’

See ‘Six Triple Eight’ page 8

Karen Taylor of Catonsville shows a photo of her mother, Vivian Elzie Taylor, of Crisfield, who along with her sister Mari-

an served with the 6888th Battalion during World War II. The service of this unit of Black women is highlighted in a new 

movie that will be shown at Gallery 413 this Friday with Ms. Taylor a special guest. CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE/ROBERT STEWART
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No loan needed for 

first p
hase, council 

seeks $2.4M more

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Secretary Josh Kurtz sent 

Crisfield an early Christm
as 

present by allowing the city 

to apply up to $5 million in 

state-funded improvements 

at Somers Cove Marina as 

the city’s match for federal 

flood mitigation.

With more than $36 mil-

lion awarded for improve-

ments south of Chesapeake 

Avenue — and a similar 

amount estim
ated to fin-

ish the job on the northern 

section — the city will be 

required to put up 10% or 

more than $7 million assum-

ing the second funding re-

quest to
 FEMA is approved.

To reach that goal, the 

city applied for $1.9 mil-

lion from the Department 

of the Environment, but the 

only guaranteed money was 

$200,000 pledged by The 

Nature Conservancy and a 

$5 million loan with an in-

terest ra
te of 0.5%.

Mayor Darlene Taylor 

pursued an opportunity to 

work with DNR and last 

Wednesday reported “The 

good news” that Secretary 

Kurtz would “compliment” 

the city’s effort “by offering 

to spend $5 million on mari-

na improvements as in-kind 

state contribution.”

“That’s 
the match we 

were looking for. As op-

posed to having to take out 

a $5 million loan, the DNR 

has agreed to allow us to 

use $5 million of their im-

provements…as match to our 

grant,” the mayor said.

DNR will let city use $5 million in 

marina work as FEMA grant match

BaytoBayNews.com  |  Crisfi eld-Somerset County Times  |  October 16, 2024  11  

— INSIDE —

With his sleigh and reindeer still back at the North Pole, Santa Claus checked out 

his delivery plan for Christmas Eve while driving a yellow school bus for Somer-

set County Public Schools. Ol’ St. Nick (who bore a striking resemblance to Koly 

Ward) was on duty for the Judy Center during the night of the Crisfield Christmas 

Parade and no doubt kept an eye on children along the way and to see whether or 

not they were being naughty or nice. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COMING SOON

See FEMA Match on page 6

Virtual pre-hearing 

with PSC is D
ec. 23

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — Econox 

Renewables Inc. of Win-

chester, Mass., 
is seeking a 

Certificate of Public Conve-

nience and Necessity
 from 

the Maryland Public Service 

Commissio
n to construct a 

2.04 megawatt alternating 

current solar energy gener-

ating system in the area of 

29715-29899 Deal Island 

Road west of Princess A
nne.

The estim
ated $7 million 

“Deal Island Solar Project” 

would occupy some 11 acres 

of a 60-acre property owned 

by Ronald G. Warren, and 

according to the company’s 

petitio
n to the PSC antici-

pates construction to start in
 

the last quarter of 2025.

The site is zoned Medium 

Density Residential-2 and 

while “not permitted” in the 

county’s ordinance on float-

ing zones for Utility
 Scale 

Solar Energy, the applicant 

states “it complies with many 

of the requirements,” for ex-

ample, it’s 
consiste

nt with 

regulations for Ag Residential 

AR and Industria
l-2 distric

ts.

Because the property is 

primarily woods, it would 

be well screened and it is
 de-

signed to have over 500 feet 

of distance from the closest 

neighbors. 
The applicant 

states the Chesapeake Bay 

Critical Area, floodplains and 

wetlands are not impacted.

Utility scale solar project planned for 

11 acre site west of Princess Anne

See Utility
 Scale Solar page 9
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No loan needed for 

first p
hase, council 

seeks $2.4M more

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Secretary Josh Kurtz sent 

Crisfield an early Christm
as 

present by allowing the city 

to apply up to $5 million in 

state-funded improvements 

at Somers Cove Marina as 

the city’s match for federal 

flood mitigation.

With more than $36 mil-

lion awarded for improve-

ments south of Chesapeake 

Avenue — and a similar 

amount estim
ated to fin-

ish the job on the northern 

section — the city will be 

required to put up 10% or 

more than $7 million assum-

ing the second funding re-

quest to
 FEMA is approved.

To reach that goal, the 

city applied for $1.9 mil-

lion from the Department 

of the Environment, but the 

only guaranteed money was 

$200,000 pledged by The 

Nature Conservancy and a 

$5 million loan with an in-

terest ra
te of 0.5%.

Mayor Darlene Taylor 

pursued an opportunity to 

work with DNR and last 

Wednesday reported “The 

good news” that Secretary 

Kurtz would “compliment” 

the city’s effort “by offering 

to spend $5 million on mari-

na improvements as in-kind 

state contribution.”

“That’s 
the match we 

were looking for. As op-

posed to having to take out 

a $5 million loan, the DNR 

has agreed to allow us to 

use $5 million of their im-

provements…as match to our 

grant,” the mayor said.

DNR will let city use $5 million in 

marina work as FEMA grant match

BaytoBayNews.com  |  Crisfi eld-Somerset County Times  |  October 16, 2024  11  

— INSIDE —

With his sleigh and reindeer still back at the North Pole, Santa Claus checked out 

his delivery plan for Christmas Eve while driving a yellow school bus for Somer-

set County Public Schools. Ol’ St. Nick (who bore a striking resemblance to Koly 

Ward) was on duty for the Judy Center during the night of the Crisfield Christmas 

Parade and no doubt kept an eye on children along the way and to see whether or 

not they were being naughty or nice. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COMING SOON

See FEMA Match on page 6

Virtual pre-hearing 

with PSC is D
ec. 23

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — Econox 

Renewables Inc. of Win-

chester, Mass., 
is seeking a 

Certificate of Public Conve-

nience and Necessity
 from 

the Maryland Public Service 

Commissio
n to construct a 

2.04 megawatt alternating 

current solar energy gener-

ating system in the area of 

29715-29899 Deal Island 

Road west of Princess A
nne.

The estim
ated $7 million 

“Deal Island Solar Project” 

would occupy some 11 acres 

of a 60-acre property owned 

by Ronald G. Warren, and 

according to the company’s 

petitio
n to the PSC antici-

pates construction to start in
 

the last quarter of 2025.

The site is zoned Medium 

Density Residential-2 and 

while “not permitted” in the 

county’s ordinance on float-

ing zones for Utility
 Scale 

Solar Energy, the applicant 

states “it complies with many 

of the requirements,” for ex-

ample, it’s 
consiste

nt with 

regulations for Ag Residential 

AR and Industria
l-2 distric

ts.

Because the property is 

primarily woods, it would 

be well screened and it is
 de-

signed to have over 500 feet 

of distance from the closest 

neighbors. 
The applicant 

states the Chesapeake Bay 

Critical Area, floodplains and 

wetlands are not impacted.

Utility scale solar project planned for 

11 acre site west of Princess Anne

See Utility
 Scale Solar page 9
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Leaves decision to BZA 

as ordinance is O
K’d 

to follow state mandate

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — With 

only three Town Commissio
ners 

present to vote, Princess Anne 

amended its z
oning ordinance to 

allow for licensed cannabis grow-

ing, processing and sales provid-

ed setbacks are met and a special 

exception is granted by the Board 

of Zoning Appeals.

The regulations provide for 

cannabis growers and proces-

sors to
 be restric

ted to industria
l 

zones, w
hile dispensaries will be 

allowed in Community Com-

mercial C-1 and General Com-

mercial C-2 zones.

A public hearing was held 

prior to the start of the regular 

February legislative session with 

residents speaking both for and 

against th
e ordinance.

One 63-year-old who uses 

cannabis for pain relief said it 

would be good for Princess A
nne 

so residents lik
e him don’t have 

to travel to Salisbury, and one of 

his neighbors sa
id, “it w

ould be 

the right thing for this town.”

“You’re asking for our opin-

ion,” said the Rev. Dean DeFino 

of Antioch Church. “This is 
go-

ing to be a detrim
ent to Princess 

Anne. We’re going to be known 

as the place to get your drugs.” 

Kindequity LLC by lottery 

was approved by the state last 

summer to open a cannabis dis-

pensary in Somerset County and 

is looking to do that on the south-

east corner of Mt. Vernon Road 

and U.S. 13, in what was once 

the former Peaky’s re
staurant.

It has until th
e end of this year 

to be in operation, and because 

it believes the town has been 

dragging its feet in the process 

of granting permits, filed a writ 

of mandamus in Circuit Court 

Town approves zoning 

for cannabis licensees

See Cannabis Zoning page 4 20 lots in
 150-acre 

property in Westover 

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — 

The county’s plans for an in-

dustria
l park in Westover are 

taking shape as the Planning 

and Zoning Commissio
n ap-

proved this major subdivision 

for 20 lots ranging in size 

from 1.3 to nearly 10 acres.

Plans call for six
 lots fro

nt-

ing Revell’s N
eck Road but 

like the others they are ac-

cessible from one of three 

interior roads that end in cul-

de-sacs.

Brock Parker of Parker & 

Associates, who drafted the 

subdivision plans, said, “We 

tried to diversify
 the lot siz

e 

to give several offerings…you 

really can’t anticipate what 

everybody’s going to want, or 

need,” and lots can be re-sub-

divided if necessary, he said.

Construction of 
the 

streets can be in phases, with 

Revell’s 
Neck Road im-

proved to have acceleration 

and deceleration lanes. Each 

street, named Redden Lane, 

Thompson Drive and Drew-

er Way on the plans, will pro-

vide for full tru
ck movement 

“so big rigs can get in and get 

out and turn around,” Mr. 

Parker said.

Industrial park subdivision a go

See Industrial Park page 5

Mayor Darlene Taylor looks toward the parking lot to see if others are arriving for a pre-bid meeting on the en-

gineering and design for elevating the City Dock 18 inches. With her from left are Joey Collins of Rauch Inc.; 

Shanell Haughton, grant administrator and project coordinator for the city; Reggie Mariner of George, Miles 

& Buhr; and Peterallen Hirschoff, the city’s new building inspector and code enforcer. When construction gets 

underway, the pavilion will come down and be replaced by some other structure or bandstand that will be de-

signed by Design Collective of Baltimore, which will prepare three concepts for public consideration and ulti-

mately City Council approval. Last Wednesday’s meeting was not mandatory, and bid requirements are on 

the city’s website. The last day to submit proposals is Friday, Feb. 21 with an award of bid anticipated Feb. 

28 with the contractor having 90 days to complete the plans. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

PLANNING FOR SOMETHING NEW

County Administrator R. Douglas “Doug” Taylor was honored last Friday by the County Commissioners with 

a proclamation and lunch in his honor during his last day on the job. The Frostburg State University graduate 

who served as a first lieutenant in the U.S. Army started county service in August 2004 as Director of Coun-

ty Roads, after which he was appointed County Administrator in October 2011. “Throughout his career, Doug 

has displayed exceptional professional ability, foresight, mature judgment, and the logical application of sound 

management principles, qualities that have earned him the respect and admiration of colleagues and commu-

nity members alike,” the proclamation stated, as read by Deputy County Administrator Ernie Leatherbury. Pic-

tured with him from left are Vice President Randy Laird, President Charles Laird, and Commissioners Darryl 

Webster and Eldon Willing. Mr. Taylor praised the team of employees he’s worked with, saying “You’re only as 

good as your staff.” “They’re unbelievable.” President Laird said the position will be filled as soon as possible 

as the commissioners extended their best wishes for Mr. Taylor’s “well-deserved retirement.” Commissioner 

Craig Mathies Sr. was unable to attend as was Charles Cavanaugh, director of solid waste, drainage and main-

tenance who retired last month after 35½ years of service. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR RETIRES

Clifford

Owens

Firehouse available 

only until year-end 

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — 

Somerset County will get its 

first t
aste of running an am-

bulance service much sooner 

than year-end as starting next 

week it ta
kes over payroll for 

the 17 career EMS employ-

ees now working their final 

days with the Princess A
nne 

Volunteer Fire Company.

A full board of Coun-

ty Commissio
ners and fire 

company trustees met face-

to-face for the first time in 

open session on Tuesday last 

week and PAVFC treasurer 

Robert M
urphey said, “two 

weeks fro
m tomorrow, that’s 

our last paycheck from us.”

In addition, tru
stees put a 

$650,000 price tag on the four 

ambulances, and $100,000 

on lifesaving equipment and 

associated supplies.

“This w
hole deal is l

ike a 

domino effect,” Mr. M
urphey 

said. “Once the employees 

change over, we drop the 

insurance, we drop the tele-

phone (and) change the lock.”

And trustee President Le-

muel White said when the 

paramedics become county 

employees, th
ey will no lon-

ger be on the fire company’s 

benefits plan.

The fire company in Janu-

ary announced it would end 

ambulance service July 1 and 

the County Commissioners 

later received assurance that it 

would be extended to Dec. 31. 

PAVFC: $750,000 for ambulances, equipment 

and it expects county to pickup payroll next week

See Ambulance Service page 4

Kristen Bratcher, a sixth grade science teacher at Somerset Intermediate School, 

was named the 2025 Somerset County Teacher of the Year during the annual din-

ner program held last Friday night at the Henson Center at UMES. Nominated by her 

school she was first chosen the Secondary Teacher of the Year, with Woodson Ele-

mentary School teacher Allison Grove the Elementary Teacher of the Year and county-

wide runner-up. Mrs. Bratcher will be the county’s candidate for Maryland Teacher of 

the Year this fall. With her from left are Superintendent Dr. Ava Tasker-Mitchell, Del. 

Charles Otto, Director of Schools Tracie Bartemy, and Board of Education Chair Matt 

Lankford. For the story see page 3. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

SOMERSET COUNTY TEACHER OF THE YEAR

See FEMA Grant on page 5
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Thank you, Father,

ENERGY

By Joseph Edelen
Daily State News

DOVER — A proposal to roll back Delaware’s renewable energy portfo-lio standards was tabled in the House of Representatives’ Natural Resources & Energy Committee on April 16.The move comes as lawmakers continue to seek solutions for rising energy costs.
The standards require utilities to derive their energy from renewable sources, such as wind and solar — starting with a 25% floor in 2025 and increasing annually until a 2035 goal 

Bill to reduce  
requirements 
for renewable  
energy tabled

CENSORSHIP

Rep. Krista Griffith, left, Delaware State Education Association president Stephanie Ingram, second from left, and Rep. DeShanna Neal, right, hold 

books that have banned throughout the country at the Dover Public Library on April 15, just prior to announcing legislation to protect Delaware 

schools and libraries from book bans.  DAILY STATE NEWS/JOE EDELEN

By Joseph Edelen
Daily State News

DOVER— There have been over 16,000 books banned in U.S. pub-

lic schools dating back to 2021, and now, Delaware lawmakers have in-troduced a measure to protect books in the First State from being banned 

based on partisan, ideological or reli-
gious disapproval.

Proposal aims to protect banned books

See Energy — Page 4

See Censorship — Page 4
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Dover Con 2025 is introducing the inaugural 
Dover Con Scavenger Hunt—a fun and interactive 
experience designed to engage attendees of all ages 
during this highly anticipated community event. This 
new opportunity is exclusively sponsored by Dover 
Federal Credit Union and includes prizes! Look for 
clues throughout the venue and use your phone to 
play for your chance to win! This is your chance to 
explore the entire event footprint and see everything 
Dover Con has to offer. Don’t miss it!

SCA VENGERSCA VENGER
HUNTHUNT

Sponsored by

Continued from Page 15
hundred vendors, artists and artisans, authors, a 
cosplay competition, fan groups, pop-culture cars, 
food vendors, and panel discussions throughout 
the day.

So, there will obviously be a lot to be absorbed 
by all the attendees.

Dan Getman, director of development for 
Autism Delaware, appreciates the recognition by 
Dover Con for the community that he works for 
on a daily basis.

“I think it’s great because our community does 
align pretty well with the role-playing games and 
the comics and all the other stuff, so I think from 
an event’s standpoint, I think it’s a perfect sort-of 
alignment,” Mr. Getman said. 

Sensory rooms usually provide muted lighting, 
sound, and comfortable seating for a quiet break 
from the crowds and noise.  

“These spaces are really vital at all these events, 
but it’s really important for us to create that safe 
space at these really large-scale events so that our 
families that we serve can take part and to have 
the same opportunity as everyone else,” Getman 
said. “There’s definitely better awareness now 
than in year’s past. Something that we obviously 
strive for is to get the message out to people.

It just makes sense to make events inclusive to all 
people.

Dover Comic Con 2024 Photo by Laura Walter



DOVER CON 2025 DAILY STATE NEWS18

Face Painting
Dover Public Library 1st Floor – Lobby
10 A.M. to 4 P.M.
Christy Shaffer
Christy Shaffer is a professional face painter back by 
popular demand to Dover Con. No costume or mask? 
No problem! Stop by and get your face painted for a 
small fee during the event. Christy Shaffer has been 
illustrating and writing children’s books for more than 
20 years and has more than 40 books to her credit. 
Her primary publisher has been Dover Publications 
Inc., New York, for whom she has created a variety of 
memorable characters, including unicorns, carousel 
horses, dinosaurs, and fairies. She is also well 
known on the local art scene, giving talks to young 
illustrators at libraries and schools, and participating 
in a dozen or more art shows and events each year.

Pursuit for Peace Princesses 
Dover Public Library 1st Floor – Children’s 
Room
12 P.M. to 3 P.M.
The “Princesses,” as they are known to many, are 
the ultimate photo-op for young and old. Pursuit 
for Peace is a non-profit organization that exists to 
bring joy to children and families that are battling 
medical vulnerabilities. They visit hospitals, facilities, 
and various non-profits in the local area dressed as 
different all-time favorite characters. Come to the 
Children’s Room on the first floor for your chance to 
meet your favorite Princess!

DOVER PUBLIC  LIBRAR YDOVER PUBLIC  LIBRAR Y
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Games Galore
Dover Public Library, 2nd floor – Capitol 
Room
10 A.M. to 4 P.M.
Need to sit for a bit? Dover Public Library will have 
board games galore on the second floor. Stop in for 
family-friendly board games in the Capitol Room, 
overlooking the festivities on Loockerman Street

Delaware Anime Society: Otaku Outpost
Dover Public Library, 3rd floor
10 A.M. to 4 P.M.
The Delaware Anime Society will be in the Teen Loft 
with an information table, scavenger hunt, and anime 
film screenings. The Delaware Anime Society is for 
those with an interest in Japanese anime, gaming, 
costuming, manga, music and pop culture to meet 
with like-minded people.

Star Wars Exhibit
Dover Public Library 1st Floor – 
Meeting Room C
10 A.M. to 3 P.M.
501st Legion: First State Garrison, 
Rebel Legion: Ghost Base, Mando’s 
Mercs
The Force will definitely be with us at Dover Con! 
DC is excited to host the First State Garrison, 
Delaware’s representation of the 501st Legion, 
Rebel Legion: Ghost Base, and Mando’s Mercs 
for this year’s event. These groups of Star Wars 
fans look to bring together their love of the 
galaxy far, far away with a desire to support their 
local communities. At Dover Con they will have 
an exhibit showing costumes, interactive droids, 
props, and favorite characters for the ultimate 
Star Wars photo-op. 



DOVER CON
The Daily State News wants everyone to have the best time 
possible.  
If you need assistance, please visit an Information Booth located 
throughout the event or look for a person in Dover Con T-shirt 
with a “STAFF” badge. Dover Con is a rain or shine event.  Please 
remember that scheduled programs and appearances are subject to 
change.

PUBLIC PARKING
• Please use this map as a guide for parking. 
   Public parking is allowed in the following lots:
• Delaware Natural Resources & 
   Environmental Control lot (north end of 
   Legislative Avenue past Loockerman Street)
• Kent County Courthouse lot
  (Water Street between State & Governors)
• Tatnall building lot 
   (Water Street at Legislative Avenue)
• Townsend building lot (Legislative Avenue 
   between North MLK Blvd. and 
   Loockerman Street)
• Welcome Center/Public Archives Lot 
   (MLK Blvd. North, east of Legislative Avenue)
• along with any available on-street parking 
   and City of Dover lots not marked 
   “Vendors Only.”
• NOTE:  Parking time limits and City of 
   Dover/State of Delaware permit 
   requirements are NOT enforced on weekends.  
   Do not park in PRIVATE parking lots.

PROHIBITED ITEMS
Absolutely no fire, liquids, toxic substances, or anything that may 
cause danger to yourself or others. This includes all stage weapons, 
swords, guns, bows, etc. No functional weapons are allowed at 
Dover Comic Con. Simulated or costume weapons (FOAM, 
PLASTIC, OR CARDBOARD ONLY) are allowed as a part 
of your costume. Projectile costume weapons must be rendered 
inoperable.
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VENDOR LISTVENDOR LIST
#A 
2-Land Comics	 2,3
3G 3D Printing	 134,135
8bitFusion	 1
Alicias Anime & Video Games	 48, 49
All Kinds of Nerdy	 28
Amy’s Grill LLC	 M.L.K Jr. Blvd
Angela McKendrick Studios	 100
Arcangelion LLC	 4
Arielle Sekula, Painting Ninja	 5
AshiraGemz	 8
Awesome Minis	 60,61

B
Batmobile	 Loockerman Street
Blu-Lok Illustrations	 26
Bobbie Palmer	 30
Born To Game	 112,113,114
Box Mountain	 27
BRB Makes Art	 133
Briana Rodriguez Comics	 24
Brianna's Pretty Nightmare	 9
Bunnysleepover	 29

C
C&V Creations	 50
Carls Gourmet Hot and Sandwiches	 M.L.K Jr. Blvd
Carol Brooks	 11
Catchpenny Crafts	 14,15
Chibi Cheeks Store	 16
Crafted Vision	 6
Crafty Sass Gifts	 132
Crocheting With Simon	 17

D
D & D Designs AKA Designs By Daria	 47
D13MON-studios	 7
Danigurumi By Danyelle	 19
Darumaru	 25
Davis Mystery Dice	 31
DCW Wrestling	 142, 143
Denny from the Room: Philip Haldiman	 95
Dice Dungeons	 39

E
Eastern Shore Screen Printing	 106,107
Easybriizy Draws	 85
em_scribbles	 60

F
FaerieWarrior	 40
Fanbustion	 32
Fandemonium Design	 33
Firestiart	 34
First Writes Publishing	 35
Foxxstar LLC	 36
Fraeofficial	 37
Freybits Art	 155
Fridge Comics and More	 76

G
Geek Boy Press	 38
Gillimurphy Press Artwork	 96, 97

H
Hammy Star Art	 77
Happy Kit Crochet	 98
Holly's Yarn Creations	 138
Hook and Yarn Creations	 99
Hot Dog Soap	 78

I
IT Cosplay	 80,81
IV Boards	 153

J
J Knaub Vinyl Graphics	 75
JiggyART	 122
Joe Palumbo Art	 74
John's Toy Stand	 73

K
KeyLime Creations	 101
Kiam Designs Shop	 102
Kona Ice of Dover	 M.L.K Jr. Blvd
Kreators Mill	 103
Kylia's Korner	 104
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L
Laura Illustrates	 105
Legendary Crafts	 85,86
Lei Brook Designs	 108
Little Nerdy	 111
Lord Detaur Art	 123
Loriendil Publishing	 152
Lunar Kitty Productions	 116

M
Mahali Pengine Ent LLC	 117
Maximum Morowsky, Self-Published	 118
Meredith Studio	 119
Mike's Pottery	 120
Miniature Inspirations	 145
More Than Melted	 130, 131
Mystic Designs Company	 121

N
Natasha/Everly Creations	 42
Neon Scandal	 154
Nirenro Art	 10
NoDucksWereHarmed	 12
Not Just 2 Artists	 52
Nuff Said Collectibles	 53

O
Oddity Prodigy Productions LLC	 41

P
Pangerfly	 13
Perfect Prints - 3D Printed Collectables	 125,126
Pikabug	 Loockerman Street
Plush Books	 51

R
Rabbet Hole Studio	 54
Rare Dandy	 147
Red Bandana	 Loockerman Street
Rocket Comics	 43
Rumkake Universe	 146
Ryan Douglass	 94

S
S.M. Sykes Books	 44
Sabor Latino LLC	 M.L.K Jr. Blvd
Samantha Young	 148
Seabunnyart	 45
Shark Dune Buggy	 Loockerman Street
Shark Mouth	 46
Shourimajo	 129
shypuff.inkz	 137
Silver City Mugs	 M.L.K Jr. Blvd
Silver Klown Toys	 149
Siraden Fantasy Books	 18
Skullstar Productions	 150
Studio Hotcake	 151
summ.art	 55
Sword of Truth Comics	 56,57

T
T Kastle Creations	 115
Taco Tribunal dba Monikanimated	 83,84
TakensMiniMart	 79
Tamme Handmade	 58
That's Fancy	 59
The Doll Closet	 89
The Feral Weeb	 88
The Frog Shop	 87
The Hapkel Hexe	 86
The Otaku Nook, LLC	 127, 128
The Toy Stooges	 171
Top Five BBQ	 M.L.K Jr. Blvd

U
Urban Sheek	 90,91

V
V8 Collectibles	 92,93
Vernon Bradley's Comics	 23
Visit Central Delaware Mobile Van	 Loockerman Street

Y
Yanky Brit Collectibles	 20,21,22

Z
Z's Creative Space	 82
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OTAKU OU TP OSTOTAKU OU TP OST
VIDEO ROOM: Dover Public Library 3RD Floor 
Teen Loft 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Love Anime? Come to Dover Con’s very own anime fan 
hangout, Otaku Outpost, sponsored by the Delaware Anime 
Society! Located on the 3rd floor of the Dover Public Library 
(Teen Loft), we’ll be showing a mix of new and classic anime 
all day long!

DAS FANDOM SCAVENGER HUNT 
Dover Public Library 3RD Floor Teen Loft 
(Otaku Outpost) 10:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
 Are you a Comic Con Master? Think you have what it takes 
to find all the items on our list and want to win a cool prize? 
Then sign up for the DAS Fandom Photo Scavenger hunt! 
Forms will be available from 10AM-3PM in the Otaku Outpost, 
with deadline for completion and turn in at 3:30PM.

2025 Dover Con
Anime Video Room Schedule
Dover Public Library 3RD Floor Teen Loft
10 a.m. – 11 a.m.: A Journey Through Another 
World: Raising Kids While Adventuring 
Episodes 1-3 (PG-13, subtitled)
After a god accidentally slays him, Takumi’s reborn with new 
skills in a monster-filled forest where he stumbles upon twins. 
They’re sweet, adorable, and super strong! Won over instantly, 
he names them Alan and Elena, becomes their guardian, and 
joins an adventurers’ guild to provide for his new family. And 
so starts his chill life of adventure, watching over Alan and 
Elena’s growth!

11 a.m. – 12 p.m.: My Hero Academia: 
Vigilantes Episodes 1-3 (PG13, English dub)
Koichi Haimawari, a timid college student dreams of heroism. 
One night, he is drawn into a world of vigilantes after being 
saved by the mysterious vigilante, Knuckleduster, and later 
joins forces with a young performer, Pop-Step, to fight crime 

in a world where superpowers are common but official heroes 
are few and far between.

12 p.m. – 1 p.m.: I Left My A-Rank Party 
to Help My Former Students Reach the 
Dungeon Depths! Eps 1-3 (PG-14, subtitled)
Not every party treats you like a hero—especially when you’re 
a lowly red mage like Yuke. So, after years of constant ridicule 
by his A-rank party members, he ditches them. Searching for 
a new party, he reunites with former students Marina, Silk, 
and Rain, and joins their group. But on a quest to conquer the 
world’s greatest dungeon, they become entangled in chaos 
that threatens the world.

1 p.m. – 2 p.m.: The Apothecary Diaries 
Episodes 1-3 (PG-13, Subtitled)
Maomao lived a peaceful life with her apothecary father. Until 
one day, she’s sold as a lowly servant to the emperor’s palace. 
But she wasn’t meant for a compliant life among royalty. So 
when imperial heirs fall ill, she decides to step in and find a 
cure! This catches the eye of Jinshi, a handsome palace official 
who promotes her. Now, she’s making a name for herself 
solving medical mysteries!

2 p.m. – 3 p.m.: Link Click 
Episodes 1-3 (TV14, subtitled)
Cheng Xiaoshi and Lu Guang, run a “Time Photo Studio” and 
use their supernatural abilities to travel back in time through 
photos. They help clients resolve regrets and past issues by 
entering the memories and emotions of the subjects in the 
photos. 

3 p.m. – 4 p.m.: Dungeon People
Episodes 1-3 (TV14, subtitled)
Clay, a master thief, enters a deep, unexplored dungeon in 
search of her missing father. However, she unexpectedly finds 
herself offered a job by the dungeon’s caretaker. Now tasked 
with managing the dungeon instead of exploring it, Clay 
finds herself interviewing new monsters, setting traps, and 
managing slimes.
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Kona Ice
Cool down with some shaved ice! Choose your own flavor combos.

Silver City Mugs
is back with an exclusive Dover Con 2025 mug design. Purchase of the 
mug allows unlimited refills of their old-fashion soda pops.

Carl’s Gourmet Hot and Sandwich
Unique gourmet hotdogs with fresh rolls from Fortunata’s. Offerings 
include a Mac & cheese dog and amazing sandwiches like pastrami 
Reubens, cheese steaks and mac and cheese grilled cheese sandwich.

Sabor Latino
Homemade, made-to-order Mexican and Latin cuisine, serving the 
freshest ingredients.

Top 5 BBQ
All things BBQ including BBQ meat lovers sandwich, BBQ grilled cheese, 
and BBQ tacos, to name a few!

Amy’s Grill LLC
Sausage sandwiches with peppers and onions, as well as classic hot 
dogs, nachos and fresh strawberry lemonade.

House of Coffi 
14 E. Loockerman Street
Drinks, sandwiches, snacks and sweet treats

MLK JR. BLVD. NORTH

ON LOOCKERMAN STREET

F O OD & DRINKF O OD & DRINK
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At Last Year’s Event ...At Last Year’s Event ...
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DOVER CON INFORMATION
Get your questions answered and directions to what 
you are looking for by stopping by either the Official 
Dover Con T-shirt Tent in front of the Library or the 
Information Tent on Federal Street in front of the 
Biggs Museum. You can also check with any of our 
staff or volunteers walking the festival grounds and 
identified by their lanyard/badges.

KENT COUNTY TOURISM
MOBILE VISITOR CENTER
Loockerman Street, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Welcome, Fans to Central Delaware! Be sure to stop 
by the Visit Central Delaware Mobile Visitor Center 
sponsored by Chesapeake Utilities in the middle of 
Loockerman Street between the House of Coffi and 
Dover City Hall. The Tourism staff and Ambassadors 
can help with information about Dover Con and 
suggestions on where to eat, shop, and other 
unexpected attractions to explore while you are here. 

T-SHIRT  &T-SHIRT  &
INF O BO OTHINF O BO OTH

Visit my booth at 
Dover Con 2025 

to see my items for sale

LOCAL NEWS EVERY DAY

Subscribe today & start enjoying your local, 
daily newspaper!

NEED HELP? Contact us at: 
customerservice@iniusa.org 

or 800-426-4192

CURRENT PRINT SUBSCRIBERS
You have access to the e-newspaper for free, but 
you might need to set up your account. You can do 
this at BayToBayNews.com/login.html, and then 
click on “Need an Account.”

NOT A SUBSCRIBER?
Sign up now for unlimited digital access and receive 
BOTH our 7-day e-newspaper, AND all access to our 
website BayToBayNews.com with additional news 
from Delmarva. It’s only $5 a month or $55 for a year

Read the Daily State News e-newspaper 
online, anytime,  every day, 7 days a 
week.

How can YOU get the e-newspaper? 
Check out our simple instructions...

Get our 7-Day Daily E-Newspaper!

DAILY

STATE 
NEWS

BayToBayNews.comBayToBayNews.comatat
Part of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USAPart of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA
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The registration booth for both the Kids Costume Contest 
(ages 12 and under) and the Cosplay Contest (ages 13+) 
will be located by the Dover Con Stage on The Green, 
Dover.

You must register to be a valid participant. After 
registering, all contestants will receive an entry number. 
All contestants should arrive at the stage 15 minutes 
prior to the competition and line up in numerical 
order. Anyone in the Kids Costume Contest must be 
accompanied by a guardian.
The Kids Costume Contest will be limited to 30 entrants.
The DC Cosplay Contest will be limited to a total of 60 
entrants including teens, adults, and groups. Please 
limit groups to 4 participants if possible. Larger groups 
are allowed, but please keep in mind that awards are 
planned for four.

Please take a moment to review the official rules. 
Remember, this is a family friendly event, and while 
having fun is of the utmost importance to us all, we ask 
that you remain respectful to those around you.

SPONSORED BY

10 – 11:45 a.m. Registration for the Kids 
Costume Contest (ages 12 and under) on The 
Green, State Street
10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Registration for the Cosplay 
Contest (ages 13+) on The Green, State Street
12 – 1 p.m. Kids Costume Contest (ages 12 and 
under) the stage on The Green, State Street. Kids 
awards will immediately follow.
1:30 – 3:30 p.m. Dover Con Cosplay Contest. 
Participants will be judged on craftsmanship, 
presentation, and creativity.
3:30 – 4 p.m. Award Ceremony for the Cosplay 
Contest. 

KIDS COST UMEKIDS COST UME

 SCHEDULE
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& COSPLA Y  CONTEST&  COSPLA Y  CONTEST
Entry into the event is at the discretion of the event 
staff, and we reserve the right to deny any entrant who 
does not adhere to the rules. All participants for the kids 
costume contest must be 12 years old or younger and be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian at least 18 years 
of age.
Costumes and presentation should be suitable for all 
ages. No profanity, lewd behavior or obscene messages 
on signs or clothing. Anyone who breaks this rule will be 
disqualified.
Everyone is limited to one category entry. For example, if 
you register in the Cosplay Contest as an individual, you 
may not also register in the Group Cosplay Contest. 
No pyrotechnics, live flame, or smoke generators of any 
kind are permitted. Projectile glitter, confetti, or liquid are 
not allowed. Anything that may cause you or someone 
else harm is strictly prohibited.
No functional weapons are allowed at Dover Con. Please 
do not bring real swords, firearms, or any other authentic 
weapon. Only props are allowed. Simulated or costume 
weapons are allowed as part of your costume. No 
projectile weapons (including but not limited to airsoft 
or paintball weapons) will be allowed. Weapons with a 
metal blade, regardless of whether it is dull or sharp, are 
prohibited. All simulated or costume weapons are subject 
to inspection by security or event staff. Participants 
found to be in violation of these rules will be subject to 
removal from the event.
Participants in the contest may be photographed while 
on stage. By entering the contest, you agree to have your 
photo taken.

OFFICIAL RULES
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302-438-6880302-438-6880
Instagram: brianarodriguez5388

TikTok: brianarodriguez283

547 S. RED HAVEN LANE DOVER, DE 19901

BOARD GAMES • COMIC BOOKS
D&D • LORCANA • POKÉMON
MAGIC THE GATHERING
WARHAMMER 40K & AOS
OTHER MINIATURE GAMES
OTHER RPGs • & MORE!
Clip & Return to receive 10% off your next purchase

Some restric�ons apply. Expires July 31, 2025

facebook.com/BornToGameDotNet

547 S. RED HAVEN LANE DOVER, DE 19901

BOARD GAMES • COMIC BOOKS
D&D • LORCANA • POKÉMON
MAGIC THE GATHERING
WARHAMMER 40K & AOS
OTHER MINIATURE GAMES
OTHER RPGs • & MORE!
Clip & Return to receive 10% off your next purchase

Some restric�ons apply. Expires July 31, 2025
Clip & Return to receive 10% off your next purchase

Some restric�ons apply. Expires July 31, 2025
Clip & Return to receive 10% off your next purchase

facebook.com/BornToGameDotNet

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

OPEN PLAY

6PM

12PM

2PM

DRAFT 7PM COMMANDER 6PM

FNM 7PM

MINIATURES
NIGHT

FEATURING

6PM

WEEKLY EVENTS

At Last Year’s Event ...At Last Year’s Event ...
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Presented by:Stars of Delaware
Entertainment Sponsor:

Interested in learning how your business or organization
can participate in Stars of Delaware? 

 Contact Adsupport@iniusa.org or 302-741-8200

VOTING IS NOW OPEN 
THRU JUNE 30!   

Presented by:Stars of Delaware Entertainment Sponsor:

Let the 
Voting 
Begin!

Interested in learning how your business or organization can participate in Stars of Delaware? 
 Contact Adsupport@iniusa.org or 302-741-8200

Vote online at:
StarsOfDelaware.com

Stars of Delaware is an exciting honor for your favorite local businesses to be awarded the 
top prize in their category.

Vote for your favorites as many times as you want in as many categories as you want, just be
sure to complete your votes by the end of the day on Monday, June 30.

All winners will be honored at a special event this September and will have the opportunity to 
say Thank You to your supporters in the Stars of Delaware Keepsake publishing September 7.

DAILY

STATE NEWS
BayToBayNews.comBayToBayNews.comatatPart of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USAPart of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA

Let the 
Voting 
Begin!

Vote online at:
StarsOfDelaware.com

Stars of Delaware is an exciting honor for your favorite local 
businesses to be awarded the top prize in their category.

Vote for your favorites as many times as you want in as many 
categories as you want, just be
sure to complete your votes by the end of the day on Monday, 
June 30.

All winners will be honored at a special event this September and 
will have the opportunity to say Thank You to your supporters in the 
Stars of Delaware Keepsake publishing September 7.

DAILY

STATE NEWS
BayToBayNews.comBayToBayNews.comatat

Part of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USAPart of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA
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The Berlin
Bathtub Races

WATCH LIVE ON DSN AND THE APP!

WATCH LIVE
ONLY ON

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

FRIDAY, JUNE 20TH

BLUE-GOLD
All★Star Football Game

7 PM

6 PM
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W.U.M.C.  EVENTSW.U.M.C.  EVENTS

Saber Guild is a not-for-profit, LucasFilm-recognized Star Wars costum-
ing group that specializes in choreographed lightsaber shows. They 
perform at charity and community events, as well as comic book and 
sci-fi conventions, all to raise money for charity and share our love of 
Star Wars with fans around the world.

11 – 11:30 a.m. and 2 – 2:30 p.m.
Padawan Training Institute
This is a scripted show where kids are taught the ways of the force by 
a Jedi Master. There are show variants where we can have a Sith lord 
try to take the jedi students as their own or just have a simple training 
session for kids. At the end of the show, participating younglings be-
come Padawans and receive a branded certificate of completion from 
a Jedi Master and the opportunity to select a Kyber Crystal for their 
new lightsaber they can now begin building. 

12 – 1 p.m. and 3 – 4 p.m.
Adult training
This training session has limited attendee signups and focuses on the 
basics of lightsaber combat taught by our veteran lightsaber instruc-
tors. This is a beginner class on lightsaber stage combat which will 
instruct the basic forms, moves, and fighting combinations typically 
taught to people attending their first night at our group’s practices.

Due to the combat nature of this class, it is limited for people aged 18 
and older or 13+ with participating adult guardian.

Pinball Tournament 
presented by First 
State Flippers - Free!
Qualifying: 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Finals: 3 p.m.

Unlimited attempts to qualify.

Top four will play in the Finals.

Prizes for Top 4.

Several machines to try and qualify on.

Top combined scores will play in the 
Finals.

First State Flippers is a group of 
people who help promote pinball 
throughout Delaware. Every Wednes-
day night they host pinball events in 
Magnolia, Camden and Milford where 
up to 32 people come out and play 
pinball each week. They hold mini 
tournaments and give away prizes 
and trophies weekly. Details online at 
www.facebook.com/1ststateflippers

Wesley United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall - Loockerman Street
Across from Dover City Hall

Lightsaber Training
with the Saber Guild
Malachor Temple - Free!
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DCW WRESTLINGDCW WRESTLING

Dynamite Championship Wrestling (DCW) is the lon-
gest-running full-time professional wrestling company 
in Delaware. At Dover Con, fans can watch live wres-
tling matches featuring some amazing talent thanks to 
sponsor Proctor & Gamble.

The matches start at 3:45 p.m. and include six different 
matches featuring known pros as well as up and com-
ing wrestlers to entertain the crowd. In addition, they 
will have traditional booth appearances for celebrity 
autographs from 10 a.m.  to 3:30 p.m. with a variety of 
well-known personalities in the wrestling world.

Dynamite Championship Wrestling Match
Sponsored by Proctor & Gamble Dover Wipes – Legislative Mall
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EVENTS  AT  THE  BIGGS MUSEUMEVENTS  AT  THE  BIGGS MUSEUM

Open 10 AM – 5 PM 
FREE Admission, courtesy of Dover Federal 
Credit Union
Step into a world where pop culture meets fine art! 
During Dover Con weekend, The Biggs Museum of 
American Art invites you to explore the vibrant inter-
sections of imagination, storytelling, and visual creativi-
ty across all three floors.
1st Floor – Special Exhibitions
   Comic Couture: Beyond the Panels 
Curated by The Bridge Art Gallery 
Bold, brilliant, and bursting with style—Comic Cou-
ture pushes the boundaries of comic-inspired art. 
This high-concept exhibition fuses pop culture with 
elevated aesthetics, showcasing works that reinterpret 
iconic comic elements like speech bubbles, panels, and 
heroes through the lens of fine art. Featuring a dynam-
ic group of artists, it’s a visual journey that honors the 
power of narrative, fantasy, and design.

   Award Winners XXV 
Celebrate 25 years of artistic excellence! This juried 
exhibition highlights the talent of Delaware artists 
recognized by the annual Award Winners program, 
showcasing a wide variety of mediums and creative 
voices.

2nd Floor – Biggs Permanent Collection
Discover the museum’s diverse and inspiring collec-
tion of American art, spanning centuries of creativi-
ty—from early portraiture to regional landscapes and 
contemporary pieces.

3rd Floor – Feature Exhibition
    The Prints of Rockwell Kent: Selections 
from the Ralf C Nemec Collection 
Explore the bold and expressive world of Rockwell 
Kent. Known for his dramatic woodcuts and adven-
turesome spirit, this rare collection captures the depth 
and drama of Kent’s work, offering a glimpse into one 
of America’s most iconic printmakers.

Whether you’re a comic fan, art lover, or just look-
ing for something awesome to do—The Biggs is the 
perfect stop on your Con adventure!
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EVENTS  AT  THE  BIGGS MUSEUMEVENTS  AT  THE  BIGGS MUSEUM
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EVENTS  AT  THE  BIGGS MUSEUMEVENTS  AT  THE  BIGGS MUSEUM

Always accepting applications at pgcareers.com 
Now hiring at our Dover Wipes Plant!



Voted an
8X First State

FAVORITE
Credit Union

B a n k  w i t h  a
W I N N E R !

www.doverfcu.com




