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The First State Military Academy Bulldogs mascot was chosen by cadets. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/ CRAIG ANDERSON. 

Cavaliers,  
Bulldogs and 
Eagles, oh my

BY CRAIG ANDERSON
Middletown Smyrna Independent 

With graduation season upon us, Bulldogs, Ducks and 
Hawks are about to enter into life after high school. To 
celebrate, the Middletown Smyrna Independent wanted 
to reflect on the mascots, and their history, in our cover-
age area. 

Here is some of what we found. 

Smyrna Eagles 
The school, which graduated its first class in 1894, has 

a red and white eagle as its mascot. 

First State Military Bulldogs
First State Military Academy cadets chose a bulldog 

as their mascot when the school opened in Clayton 10 
years ago, current principal Blair Newman said. 

• See Mascots on page 4

By Craig Anderson

4390 Summit Bridge Rd 
 Middletown, DE 19709 

 302-376-5700 
Open Daily: 8 AM – 9 PM  

FB.com/NewHarpersSandwiches

Sandwiches & SuchHARPER’SHARPER’SHARPER’S
Middletown, DEMiddletown, DE

NOW SERVING HAND-TOSSED NOW SERVING HAND-TOSSED 
HOMEMADE PIZZA!HOMEMADE PIZZA!

$$115500 Wings Everyday! Wings Everyday!
Appetizers 
Soups & Sides
Hot & Cold Subs
Reubens & Sandwiches
Salads

Kids Meals
Pastries & Desserts
Breakfast 
  Platters/Omelettes/Sandwiches

    With graduation season upon us, Bulldogs, Jaguars 
and Eagles are about to enter into life after high school. 
To celebrate, the Middletown Smyrna Independent 
wanted to reflect on the mascots, and their history, in 
our coverage area.
    Here is some of what we found.

Bulldogs,
Jaguars and
Eagles, oh my

First State Military Academy Bulldogs
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4390 Summit Bridge Rd (next to Harper’s Sandwiches) • Middletown, DE 

Call for Availability and Prices!
302-70- CRABS

ClawClaw  &&  Shell SeafoodShell Seafood

CRABS

SEAFOOD BOILSSHRIMP

and more to come!
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The Smyrna High Eagles mascot cheers in the student section. PHOTO COURTESY OF SMYRNA 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Mascots
Continued From Page 1

Appoquinimink Jaguars, Ducks 
and Cavaliers

In Appoquinimink School Dis-
trict, the school board selects the 
school mascots and the colors.

There was a community sur-
vey and student input was utilized 
while choosing the Odessa High 
Ducks name, spokesperson Danielle 
Pro-Hudson said.

Appoquinimink High students 
provided input throughout the pro-
cess that ended up with the Jaguars, 
she said.

Student and community opinion 
was used throughout the years as the 
Middletown High Cavaliers mas-
cot was updated, according to Ms. 
Pro-Hudson.

St. Georges Technical Hawks
St. Georges Technical School’s 

mascot is a hawk because of the prev-
alence of red-tailed hawks in the area. 

That’s according to Terri Villa, who 
was the first principal of the Middle-
town-based school when it opened in 
2006.

Also, Ms. Villa said, committees 
were formed in the 1990s when the 
school was first being proposed and 
need was being determined.

The committees focused on differ-
ent aspects of opening a school, like 
location, curriculum, branding, etc., 
she said.

The committee that worked on 
the branding chose blue and green to 
align with the Seattle Seahawks since 
they had already determined that the 
mascot would be a hawk, Ms. Villa 
said.

The SG logo and crest were de-
veloped in conjunction with Jostens. 
Instead of the exact Seahawks colors, 
the committee and Jostens chose to 
use more widely available royal blue 
and kelly green because custom col-
ors would have added a considerable 
cost, Ms. Villa said. 

Appoquinimink High Jaguars.
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Middletown High Cavaliers.St. Georges Tech Hawks.

Odessa High Ducks.
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EDUCATION

Earle will plan ‘26 
Youth in Government         
Conference as Governor

By Craig Anderson
Middletown Smyrna Independent

MIDDLETOWN — Greg Ear-
le has reached a prestigious pinna-
cle and is now ready to carry out his 
duty.

The Middletown High School ju-
nior has been selected the 58th gov-
ernor for the YMCA of Delaware’s 
Youth in Government Program and is 
tasked with planning next year’s con-
ference.

“The position of youth governor to 
me is not a responsibility I take lightly 
because my main role and responsi-
bility is to plan next year’s (event),” 
he said.

Student delegates at the 2025 YIG 
conference — held April 4-6 at Leg-
islative Hall — voted Greg into the 
position over two others. There were 
130 students from 21 schools partic-
ipating.

The 17-year-old hopes to bring all 
members of the 2026 conference to-
gether.

“I feel Youth in Government pro-
motes such civic engagement and ad-
vocacy, and shows other people that 
the youth have a voice, and they can 
advocate and do it with power and 
conviction behind it to make a real 
change,” he explained.

The YMCA describes the effort 
“as a launchpad for future leaders, 
teaching them how to navigate and 
impact the world of public service.”

“YIG offers model legislative and 
judicial experiences for youth in 
grades 6-12. Students learn by do-
ing and have the opportunity to try 

their hand at leadership in an open 
and receptive learning environment. 
Students participate in a Model Gov-
ernment Conference by acting as a 
Senator, House Representative, Lob-

byist, Judge, Lawyer, Journalist, and 
more.”

Participants receive such training 
during weekly meetings and other 
events prior to the annual conference.

Jascelyn Parson, the director of 
the Youth in Government and Black 
Achievers programs, said, “Greg has 
eloquently earned the honor to serve 
as Delaware’s 58th governor. ... His 
dynamic leadership extends beyond 
the classrooms at Middletown High 
School.

“(Greg) is well known, well liked 
and has profound characteristics that 
demonstrate excellence, especially as 
a young African American role model 
and leader.”

She added that he has served in 
various YIG positions, including 
youth delegation leader, youth advo-
cate, Insight Committee member and 
a member of the Governor’s Cabinet, 
along with representing the state in 
national conferences.

The program fits well with Greg’s 
vision of taking part in public service 
in Washington, D.C. As for immedi-
ately after high school, the Nation-
al Honor Society student said he’s 
already explored Howard, George 
Washington, American and George-
town universities.

Additionally, he plays varsity ten-
nis for Middletown High and is the 
student body president.

Greg “really likes being outside” 
and will bicycle up to 13 miles at a 
time. He’s also an actor in productions 
at the Everett Theatre in Middletown 
and other local presentations.

Plus, last summer, he worked as 
an intern for then-state Sen. (now-
U.S. Rep.) Sarah McBride, as well as 
Marcus Henry, who was elected New 
Castle County executive in Novem-
ber 2024.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached 
at 302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org. 

Follow @DSNAnderson on X..

Middletown Student honored by Y

Greg Earle serves as Middletown High’s student body president. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG 
ANDERSON
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15 E Glenwood Ave, Smyrna
(302) 653-3466 DINE-IN · TAKEOUT

Voted Best Voted Best 
Happy HourHappy Hour

Betsy Ross RestRauRant & BaR

Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 
11am-11pm • Saturday and Sunday 9am-11pm 

Closed Tuesday
Brunch Served Saturday and Sunday Morning 

9am-1pm

Join the fun
Music
Bingo

&

Every Monday Starting at 6pm

DJ Wait A Minute
$1 Wings!*

FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS
 ALL NIGHT!

Every Wednesday  
Starting at 6pm

FREE FOR 
EVERYONE TO PLAY!

Twice a 
Month

Featuring Drink  &Featuring Drink  &
Dinner SpecialsDinner Specials

EAT IN ONLY
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Whether you’re at home 
enjoying a glass of wine and a 

good book or getting together 
with friends for a barbeque 

or going on vacation with the 
family, wild palms is there to 

wrap you in colors and styles you 
will enjoy for years to come.

Cotton Comfort

21326 E Sharp St, Rock Hall, MD

thehickorystick.com

Open 7 days a week 
10am-5pm

410-639-7980

NAUTICAL • GIFTS • JEWELRY
WOMEN’S APPAREL

Best Gift Shop

Handbags

Comcast expanding services in Middletown 
MIDDLETOWN — Comcast on 

April 16 announced that its reliable, 
high-speed, symmetrical Internet 
is now available to more homes and 
businesses in Middletown.

The service will extend to the Mid-
dletown Apartments complex and 
the Brickmill Farm neighborhood, as 
part of a network expansion that will 
ultimately reach 13,000 additional 
homes and businesses, a news release 
said.

A new, five-year-price guarantee 
for as low as $55 monthly is available, 
among other offerings, the release 
said. Residents can visit Xfinity.com/
mytown and enter their addresses for 
additional details on construction 
timing and upcoming service avail-
ability, the release said. 

Also, the release said, residents 
can stop by local Xfinity Stores in the 

Christiana Mall in Newark, or in Do-
ver, to learn more about products and 
services, the release said.

Soma Skin & Sculpt open 
MIDDLETOWN — Soma Skin 

& Sculpt is now open in the down-
town area.

The Delaware Black Chamber of 
Commerce on April 24 hosted a rib-
bon cutting for the busines at 101 N. 
Broad Street.

In a Facebook post, the chamber 
said, “We’re thrilled to welcome this 
innovative wellness destination to the 
community, offering cutting-edge 
services like Emsculpt Neo, Exion 
Microneedling, Emface, and Exion 
Body.”

For information, call 302-219-
6100 or email info@somaskinand-
sculpt.com. 

BUSINESS

Comcast  held a community event at Volunteer Brewing Co.  to celebrate its expansion into Middletown. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF COMCAST
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TAKE 
OUT!

Kirby & Holloway Breakfast SandwichesKirby & Holloway Breakfast Sandwiches
We’ve got meats! We’ve got meats! Meatloaf • Prime Rib
All the fixins!All the fixins!  Hot Mac & Cheese
Mashed Potatoes • Gravy • Potato Logs
Chef Salads • Amish Mac & Potato Salad/
Coleslaw
Desserts to die for! Desserts to die for! Smith Island Cakes

Gift Certificates availableGift Certificates available

Homemade SoupsHomemade Soups
made fresh daily
Fried Chicken
with our secret recipe
Cheesesteaks
and Subs (Hot & Cold)
8 and 12 inches!

The

Country Store
Fresh. Fried. Fabulous.Fresh. Fried. Fabulous.

330022  665533--55111111  ••  11 Main St Kenton, DE11 Main St Kenton, DE
Open daily 5am-11pmOpen daily 5am-11pm

Cooking Homemade 
   Favorites since ‘96

Appo, Smyrna school board members elected
EDUCATION

By Craig Anderson
Middletown Smyrna Independent

MIDDLETOWN — On May 13, voters 
throughout Delaware picked among candidates to 
fill school board seats.

In the Appoquinimink School District, Tim 
Higgins (667 votes) got the unofficial nod over 
Sandhya Celestin-Brown (622) and Chuck Boyce 
(435).

The candidates were vying to fill the seat of 
Michelle Wall, whose team expires this year. Ms. 
Celestin-Brown will serve a serve a four-year-year 
term that expires on June 30, 2029.

In Smyrna, Aaron Weisenberger (406 votes) 
finished ahead of Charlotte Middleton (214) and 
Justine Flint (202).

Mr. Weisenberger will replace school board 
president Christine Malec, whose term expires this 
year. His four-year-term expires on June 30, 2029.

Polling places were open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
For information, visit elections.delaware.gov.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached at 302-741-8296 or 
canderson@iniusa.org. Follow @DSNAnderson on X. Aaron Weisenberger Tim Higgins
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2025 Suntracker Party Barge 18 Pontoon2025 Suntracker Party Barge 18 Pontoon

CARLISLE’S MARINE, INC.CARLISLE’S MARINE, INC.
Complete Discount Marine Store

Smyrna Business Park • 49 Artisan Drive, Smyrna
(302) 389-0100 • carlislesmarine.com

Monday- Friday 7:30 a.m.-5p.m. • Saturday 7:30 a.m.-Noon

W/75ELPT MercuryW/75ELPT Mercury®® FourStroke, Cover, Motor, & Trailer FourStroke, Cover, Motor, & Trailer

$ $ 33,67033,670
TAX, FREIGHT & PREP EXTRA

• Navigation lights w/LED bow lights
• High-density SUN Tracker® upholstery 
  foam for all-day comfort

• Illuminated tachometer & fuel gauge
• Below console storage space
• 4:2 ratio steering for easy turning

RichardRichard  
Brusca Nursery, Inc.Brusca Nursery, Inc.
www.bruscanursery.com • Look for Weekly Specials on Facebook

HOURS: For June
Monday-Friday 8-4

Saturday 8-2:30

We Deliver

140 Brusca Lane, Sudlersville, MD 21668
410-438-3180

June is the month for Dads!
Show Dad Your

Appreciation
Father’s Day is June 15th

~ SALE ~ 
All container and b&b trees  20% off 

3 gal. roses  $22
3 gal. grasses  $18

1 gal. perennials  $8
2 gal. perennials  $10

Watchmaker building named after Rep. Hensley
By Craig Anderson

Middletown Smyrna Independent

ODESSA — The Veterans Watchmaker Initia-
tive has a much more long-lasting future, thanks to 
the man whose name is now permanently affixed 
to it.

At a ceremony on March 15, the nonprof-
it’s training building was titled after Rep. Kevin 
Hensley, R-Townsend, who worked for funding to 
support the facility. The site now has an outside 
plaque with his name, as well.

The recognition comes after Rep. Hensley urged 
New Castle County Council to approve $276,000 
in bond bill funding to transfer building ownership 
to the organization.

And it did so March 5.
The school at 307 Sixth St. had been leasing 

the property from the county for $1 annually. It 
opened in 2017, teaching disabled veterans to cre-
ate and repair watches, while bringing job oppor-
tunities with salaries of $100,000 a year or more, 
according to a news release.

Rep. Hensley described the project as a “labor 

of love” for himself and Veterans Watchmaker Ini-
tiative founder/CEO Sam Cannan.

“It’s the only school that teaches this unique art 
of watch repair, watchmaking, in the entire coun-
try, and the fact that we have it here in downtown 
Odessa makes it a special gem,” Rep. Hensley said 
following the ceremony.

Mr. Cannan said he’s comforted by having own-
ership of the property.

In the release, he noted, “Rep. Hensley’s ongo-
ing support in securing the grant was a great move 
forward for this growing school to be named in his 
honor.”

He also highlighted the support of Rep. Bill Car-
son, D-Smyrna, along with Gov. Matt Meyer and 
Tom Gordon, who both served as previous New 
Castle County executives.

For information, visit veteranswatchmakerini-
tiative.org, call 302-378-7088 or email scannan@
vwmi.org.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached 
at 302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org. 

Follow @DSNAnderson on X.

COMMUNITY

Sam Cannan, left, and state Rep. Kevin Hensley next to the plaque 
bearing the legislator’s name at the Veterans Watchmaker Initia-
tive in Odessa. For video with this story, visit baytobaynews.com. 
MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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Monday-Saturday 9am – 8pm and Sunday 10am – 6pm  

    CONCORD PET FOODS & SUPPLIES
33 STORES INCLUDING:33 STORES INCLUDING:

Dover, DE
302-672-9494

Rehoboth, DE
302-226-2300

Milford, DE
302-424-8373

Smyrna, DE
302-653-1515

Seaford, DE
302-628-1001

Millsboro, DE
302-945-2113

Salisbury, MD
443-944-0223

Berlin, MD 
443-513-3932

$10 OFF
a $60 purchase

Expires 6/25/25. 
Not to be combined with any 

other coupon, discount or 
offer. COUPON CODE: 71

Locally Owned & Operated with 33 locations in 
DE, MD, PA & NJ to serve you.

Outdoor Balls
Indoor Soft Toys
Chews and Treats

Collars and Leashes
Small Animal Supplies
& SO MUCH MORE!

Stock Up Now!
We offer a huge selection of quality supplies 
and foods for all the pets in your home

Stop in today or shop online
 at concordpetfoods.com
Now offering same day delivery through Instacart!

Everything you 
need to keep your 

pets happy & 
healthy!
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Envirothon champ Odessa High loves the outdoors
By Craig Anderson

Middletown Smyrna Independent

TOWNSEND — Weeks of prepa-
ration reaped a long-awaited reward 
for Odessa High students on April 10.

The school’s Future Farmers of 
America and Agriscience team cap-
tured the 30th annual Delaware En-
virothon, ending a 22-year winning 
streak by Charter School of Wilming-
ton.

Odessa senior Kalena Diaz, bound 
for the University of Delaware as an 
agriculture and natural resources ma-
jor, said “It’s a team activity you can 
prepare a month prior to the event so 
the time you put in collectively rather 
than just as an individual really sets it 
apart from any activity I’ve done in 
the past.”

Other members of the champion-
ship team included Joseph Delaney, 
Zachary Binnie, Nathaniel Sutton 
and Keith Schmid.

Each member of the winning squad 
earned a $500 scholarship from the 
Delaware Envirothon and other priz-
es, including an award plaque for their 
school, host Delaware Department of 
Natural Resources and Natural Con-
trol said in a news release.

Odessa will represent Delaware 
at the 2025 National Conservation 
Foundation International Envirothon 
to be held in Alberta, Canada, from 
July 20 to 26.

Charter had three teams place in 
the top five among a record 22 squads 
that included 111 students. 

High schools represented includ-
ed, among others, Appoquinimink, 
Middletown, Milford, MOT Charter, 
Odessa, Polytech and Smyrna. Also 
competing was the Peach Blossom 
4-H Club of Greenwood.

In the release, DNREC described 
the competition:

“Each team answered questions, 

reviewed specimens, and took mea-
surements in topics dealing with 
aquatic ecology, soils/land use, wild-
life, forestry and the current environ-
mental issue of ‘Roots and Resilien-
cy: Fostering Forest Stewardship in a 
Canopy of Change.’ 

“Teams also had to give a seven- to 
10-minute oral presentation of a sce-
nario based on the current issue.”

Heading to the University of Ken-
tucky to Agriculture Science, Mid-
dletown High senior Ashton Evans 
spent time identifying characteristics 
of seven trees, including genus, Lat-
in name, common name, pests on the 
tree and different diseases.

Ashton experienced his first En-
virothon and described it as “full of 
things I’m interested in and it’s the 
field I’m going into so it’s a lot of fun.”

Alexis Clay, Middletown agricul-
ture teacher and Future Farmers of 
America advisor, said the competi-
tion involved “Hands on learning.

“It’s taking what we learn in the 
classroom and what we do outdoors at 
the school and applying it to the real 
world — going into the forests, soil 
pits, testing air quality and soil use all 
day at a state park.”

In addition to DNREC, major 
sponsors include the Delaware Solid 
Waste Authority, the USDA Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service, 
the Sussex Conservation District, the 
Kent Conservation District, and the 
New Castle Conservation District, 
along with many other smaller do-
nors.

The event was held at the Black-
bird State Forest Education Center.

For information on the event, visit 
delawareenvirothon.org.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached at    
302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org.  

Follow @DSNAnderson on X

EDUCATION

Appoquinimink High’s Jackson Lesage reads the event program on April 10. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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Licensed and Insured

302-353-0503302-353-0503
New Castle County

302-653-0503302-653-0503
Kent CountyNow serving all of Kent and New Castle County

•New Homes &  Repair Work
•Water Heaters
•A/C & Heater Service
•Drain Cleaning

•High-Efficiency Air Filters
•High-Efficiency Humidifiers
•Video Sewer Line Inspections
•Service Contracts

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY

KEEPING YOUR FAMILY COMFORTABLE ALL YEARKEEPING YOUR FAMILY COMFORTABLE ALL YEAR
QUALITY HVAC SERVICEQUALITY HVAC SERVICE

Envirothon champ Odessa High loves the outdoors

Appoquinimink High’s Jackson Lesage reads the event program on April 10. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

The Odessa High School FFA and Agriscience team won the 2025 Delaware Envirothon. Team members included, from left,  Kalena Diaz, Joseph Delaney, Zachary Binnie, Nathaniel Sutton and Keith Schmid . 
For video with this story, visit baytobaynews.com. PHOTO COURTESY OF DELAWARE DEPAREMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL
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You can also sign up for our free weekly e-newsletter. We work hard to 
keep the public informed and this is just one more way to stay up-to-date 
with changes, events, employment opportunities, Efficiency Smart savings, 
and more. To sign up, visit smyrna.delaware.gov. You can also visit our 
Facebook page for daily postings and read our latest news on our website.

It is important that your contact information is current in 
our systems.

There are times when we will send out robo calls to 
notify residents of changes, updates, or a general 
message. Give us a call at 302-653-9231 and 
speak to a Customer Service Representative 
whenever your phone number changes, 
or you want to add a 
secondary number.

Check out our

featuring a variety of events from 
throughout Downstate Delaware and 

Maryland’s Eastern Shore! 

 Find it at BayToBayNews.com/calendar

Check out our

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

Gott becomes Smyrna’s new mayor
By Craig Anderson

Middletown Smyrna Independent

SMYRNA — Tabitha Gott be-
came the mayor, and Ken Olson 
joined Town Council after April 29’s 
municipal election.

Mayor Gott was the only mayor-
al candidate on the ballot, while Mr. 
Olson edged Ayonne “Nick” Miles, 
171-165, to earn one of three at-large 
positions in the sole contested council 
race.

Mr. Olson also beat incumbent 
Michael Rasmussen (141 votes) and 
Deborah Camaratta (103).

Mayor Gott, previously a Coun-
cilwoman, replaced Robert Johnson, 
who opted not to run for another 

term.
On election day, Mayor Gott said 

she was “very excited to see what the 
future holds for us.

“There are lots of opportunities 
for growth and success, both from 
(town staff) and from a community 
standpoint. We can reach those goals; 
they’re attainable. We have a tremen-
dous community.”

She also stressed the need for 
transparent government operations 
and a review of Smyrna’s charter, 
which she said hasn’t been revised 
since 2003.

“The goal is to create a footprint 
that, when this journey is over as 
mayor, ... we continue forward in a 

positive way,” Councilwoman Gott 
said. “So, creating the processes and 
addressing the challenges that we 
have now, so we don’t have them 
moving forward, (are priorities).”

Mayor Gott became unopposed 
April 8, after George Coates was re-
moved from the mayoral ballot by 
Town Council, due to a residency 
issue.

Nelson Drew Jr. ran unopposed for 
the District 1 seat, presently held by 
Mayor Gott.

Council members serve three-year 
terms, while mayors are voted in for 
two years.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached 
at 302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org. 

Follow @DSNAnderson on X.

GOVERNMENT

New mayor Tabitha Gott stands in front of Smyrna 
Town Hall on April 29. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPEN-
DENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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At 100, ‘baby’ Knussman loving life in Smyrna
Credits exercise, 
especially walking,  
as the key to longevity

By Craig Anderson
Middletown Smyrna Independent

SMYRNA — This centenarian is 
the youngest of 12 children, aka “the 
baby” of the family.

Explaining her role among her 
loved ones, Virginia Knussman 
chuckled. She was also pleased as 
she turned 100 on April 12.

“I’ve been so blessed that I could 
not ask for any better life than I have 
at 100 years of age,” she said on 
April 9 at her Spring Meadow home. 
“I’m very happy that, at this stage, 
I’m as good as I am physically and 
mentally.”

Longtime friend and neighbor 
Janet Greaves visits Ms. Knussman 
each Saturday night and enjoys ev-
ery moment of it.

“I love just talking with her about 
movies, about baseball games and 
just about her life in general,” Ms. 
Greaves said. “I always say to her, 
‘I wish I had all these things to talk 
about.’ She is the most wonderful 
person to sit here and visit with.”

So, what’s the key to living a cen-
tury?

“Exercise,” Ms. Knussman stated 
with clear enthusiasm. “I’ve been 
walking all my life.”

For 30 years, she walked to her 
job at Clayton Bank and Trust. She 
also stayed in shape with exercise 
guru Richard Simmons’ “Sweatin’ 
to the Oldies.”

It was 1955 when she and her late 

• See Knussman on page 17

COMMUNITY

Virginia Knussman sits in her Smyrna living room a few days before turning 100. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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Knussman
Continued From Page 16

husband, Joseph Knussman, moved 
to the area, when he took a job with 
Breyers Ice Cream.

They had a daughter, followed 
by three grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren.

Eventually, Ms. Knussman moved 
to Spring Meadow, a 55-plus com-
munity, for all the activities there. 
She said she never misses an event at 
the clubhouse, where she plays Bun-
co and line dances.

She’s joined by a caregiver during 
the week but tends to herself on Sat-
urdays and Sundays.

“The only thing I don’t do is 
cook. I’ve kind of been forbidden to 
do that by my daughter, even though 
it’s an electric stove,” Ms. Knussman 
said.

And, while she also won’t pick 
up a vacuum, the 100-year-old will 
certainly hold a book chosen by her 
granddaughter to read. She enjoys 
mysteries, currently in the middle 
of “The Things We Do for Love” by 
Kristin Hannah.

Plus, baseball is a specific interest. 
Ms. Knussman roots for the Balti-
more Orioles, the Philadelphia Phil-
lies and the Washington Nationals.

Reflecting on her century, the 
Apollo 11 moon landing in 1969 is 
a particularly indelible memory, she 
said.

But now, “I’m here to witness a 
lot of things I don’t want to know.”

Regardless, Ms. Knussman feels 
lucky.

“I have everything that the Lord 
has been blessed to give me,” she 
said. “I am so blessed that I can’t ask 
for anything more.”

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached 
at 302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org. 

Follow @DSNAnderson on X.
Virginia Knussman sits in her Smyrna living room a few days before turning 100. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON Virginia Knussman was about 18 in this photo, taken by her then-future husband, Joseph Knussman. PHOTO COURTESY OF VIRGINIA KNUSSMAN
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Delaware FFA members honored with blue jackets
Delaware Farm Bureau

NEWARK — The Delaware Farm 
Bureau honored 81 high school stu-
dents in the Blue Jacket Bonanza 
Program during its convention on 
March 25.

According to a news release, the 
jackets were presented to Delaware 

Future Farmers of America members 
and have “been an integral part of 
the organization’s official dress since 
1933, serving as a symbol of profes-
sional growth, career success, and ag-
ricultural advocacy.”

The awards came at the Delaware 
Future Farmers of America Conven-
tion at the University of Delaware.

Students, among others, who re-
ceived a blue jacket included:

• Appoquinimink -Alexandra 
Jones, Saanvi Kalidindi, Miely Me-
dina Rizo, Jonas Karpinski, Anna 
Heckscher, Diana Nowak, Sophia 
Miller and Evelyn Burress

• Middletown -Morgan Fink, 
Brooke Ryan, Mackenzie Nickle, 

Owen Hickey and Riya Patel
• Odessa - Graedy Hodge, Alexis 

Dury, Alexander Perchik and Delilah 
Schilling

• Smyrna - Kylie Jester, Catherine 
Maguire, Jesse Mabrey and Macken-
zie Hadaway

EDUCATION

Pictured, from left, are Delaware Farm Bureau President Bill Powers, Young Farmers and Ranchers Chair Will Powers, and Middletown High Future Farmers of America Blue Jacket recipients Brooke Ryan, 
Mackenzie Nickle, Owen Hickey and Riya Patel. PHOTO COURTESY OF DELAWARE FARM BUREAU
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Middletown Area Chamber of Commerce
Promoting business and enhancing the quality of life in the Southern New Castle County area.

OFFICIAL RIBBON CUTTING!
TUESDAY, JUNE 24TH 

 12PM-1PM
40 LEVELS RD

Enjoy Networking
 & Door Prizes

maccde.com/event

All Are 

Welcome

Enjoy Networking
 & Door Prizes

maccde.com/event

TUESDAY, JUNE 19TH 
 12PM-1PM

651 N. Broad Street, Suite 106

All Are 

Welcome

OFFICIAL RIBBON CUTTING!

Dr. Rachael 
Speaker/
Training/

Coaching, LLC
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Middletown Area Chamber of Commerce
Promoting business and enhancing the quality of life in the Southern New Castle County area.

M.O.T. Community Night
At the Blue Rocks

Tuesday, June 17th
Game Time: 6:30 p.m.

Wilmington Blue Rocks
vs.

Asheville Tourists

REGISTER: MACCDE.COM/EVENTS

GOLF TOURNAMENT
THURSDAY, JULY 17TH   •   ODESSA NATIONAL GOLF CLUB

EVENT DETAILS
$150 / INDIVIDUAL      $500 / FOURSOME

REGISTRATION INCLUDES:
Green Fees, Cart, Lunch, Networking social, 

Dinner, Beverages & Prizes

SCRAMBLE FORMAT
11:00 Shot Gun Start

MIDDLETOWN AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE      20TH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP
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Middletown
Galactic Gallery

Bill Quick is also known as Gus the Gnome. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

Steven Melton, left, and Jordan Sypinski were dressed as Ghostbusters characters during the 10th 
annual Galactic Con at Appoquinimink HIgh in Middletown on March 22.  For video, visit baytobaynews.
com. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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Middletown
Galactic Gallery

Kennedy Melton came to Galactic Con in a Ghostbusters uniform. 
MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

From left, Erika Garrett, John St. Louis and Shawn Christmas are together at the Galactic Con event. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

Steven Melton, left, and Jordan Sypinski were dressed as Ghostbusters characters during the 10th 
annual Galactic Con at Appoquinimink HIgh in Middletown on March 22.  For video, visit baytobaynews.
com. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

Little Corner Anime and Witchery owner Miranda Myers speaks 
with an attendee. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

Jeffrey Duvall holds a boar’s head while portraying Inosuke Hashibi-
ra from Demon Slayer. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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Mural in downtown Smyrna lauds ‘American hero’ 
By Craig Anderson

Middletown Smyrna Independent

SMYRNA — The more he learned 
the more inspired he was to recreate 
an image of Richard Allen.

Prior to creating a mural depicting 
the life of the former slave, Michael 
Rosato talked to folks and read up on 
his subject.

What emerged, Mr. Rosato said 
was a vision of Mr. Allen as “a re-
markable man, an American hero as 
far as I’m concerned.

“He was one of the earliest aboli-

tionists, if not the first. He had a bril-
liant mind, was an entrepreneur and 
somebody I think bettered mankind 
given the little opportunity he had 
as an African American in Colonial 
America.”

Also, Mr. Rosato said, “I dug into 
it and learned he was a huge propo-
nent of equality and believed in the 
Constitution but realized like every 
African American at the time and 
even parts today that equality wasn’t 

• See Mural on page 25

COMMUNITY

a given though it was written and 
sounded good it just wasn’t part of 
the life experience.”

Mr. Allen was enslaved on White-
hall Plantation before being freed 
when owner George Kennard pur-
chased the land in 1803. Mr. Allen 

With the mural he created in the background Michael Rosato speaks at a ceremony on March 14. For 
video with this story, visit baytobaynews.com. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

African Methodist Episcopal Church clergy gather below a mural of Richard Allen on March 14 in 
Smyrna. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON The process of creating the mural to honor Richard Allen took around a year, creator Michael Rosato said. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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Mural in downtown Smyrna lauds ‘American hero’ 
a given though it was written and 
sounded good it just wasn’t part of 
the life experience.”

Mr. Allen was enslaved on White-
hall Plantation before being freed 
when owner George Kennard pur-
chased the land in 1803. Mr. Allen 

later founded the Mt. Friendship 
AME Church in Smyrna.

The acrylic-painted mural was 
unveiled on a wall in a ceremony 
on March 14 in the Smyrna Opera 
House parking lot, 111 S. Main St.

It was the end of process that be-
gan when the Town of Smyrna was 
awarded $29,250 in funding from the 
T-Mobile Hometown Grant Program 
in December 2023 to complete two 
murals in downtown Smyrna, Direc-

tor of Planning Jeremy Rothwell said.
A Rosato-created mural of Bom-

bay Hook was dedicated in June 
2024, Mr. Rothwell said. According 
to Mr. Rosato, the process of making 
Mr. Allen’s took about a year to com-
plete.

According to Mr. Rothwell “the 
Town was not required to provide a 
local match (for funding.)”

Among the 100 or so ceremony 
attendees was Smyrna Mayor Robert 

Johnson, who called to mural “a great 
thing to have downtown where peo-
ple can come and enjoy it. 

“It’s good to have something about 
Black history in town because Black 
history is definitely something that is 
missed not only in the town but also 
the country and in the schools ...”

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached at 
302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org. Follow 

@DSNAnderson on X.

Mural
Continued From Page 24

The process of creating the mural to honor Richard Allen took around a year, creator Michael Rosato said. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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Tonda L. Parks, Associate Publisher
email: tparks@iniusa.org
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A recent survey confirms what we’ve always believed—local newspapers 
are the most trusted media source. Readers value our commitment to 
transparency, ethical journalism, and unbiased reporting. For over 70 
years, The Daily State News has proudly covered the stories that matter 
most to you. Now, we are thrilled to include the Middletown Smyrna 
Independent among our community-focused publications.
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THE TRUSTED CHOICE 
Getting over a major medical crisis isn’t easy, but a trusted provider 
can help ease the burden. At our hospital, we create rehabilitation 
programs that are specifically designed for each patient’s needs, 
using advanced technology and innovative treatments to maximize 
recovery. It’s why so many people and their caregivers choose us. 
And why we are the trusted choice of a growing number of medical 
professionals.

encompasshealth.com/middletownrehab 
302.208.5472
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• See Zoar on page 29

Friends of Zoar work to restore Odessa church
By Craig Anderson

Middletown Smyrna Independent

ODESSA — The restoration of 
Zoar Methodist Episcopal Church — 
once an Underground Railroad stop 
— is in the bids phase, and support-
ers hope to see its doors open again 
in 2026.

Friends of Zoar treasurer Steve 
Johnson believes the venture will 
be well worth the cost of around 
$940,000.

In March he said that, once com-
plete, the edifice on West Main Street 
will serve as an African American 
cultural arts center.

“I think the church is part of Odes-
sa’s history that has not been told,” 
he added. “There’s a big, blank spot 
here in terms of the story this church 
represents in the town.

“I think this could be a real jewel 
in the crown that is historic Odessa.”

The nonprofit has raised about 
$675,000 so far for the initial phase, 
with funds coming from state, feder-
al and private entities, Mr. Johnson 
said. Plus, a $100,000 grant from an 
independent benefactor is pending.

As part of the funding, the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preservation 
pledged $250,000 in February, he 
continued. The donation was part 
of the foundation’s Preserving Black 
Churches initiative.

Zoar was opened by African 
Americans in 1881, but by 1998, 
the building was rarely used, closing 
completely in 2015. The last regular 
services there were 52 years ago.

The congregation’s original gath-

COMMUNITY

Zoar Methodist Episcopal Church in Odessa was built in 1881. For video with this story, visit baytobaynews.com. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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Focus now has specialty programs
to help with these diagnoses!
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Smyrna, DE 19977
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Wicomico County Executive Julie Giordano, surrounded by department heads and county leaders, presents her State of the County address. SALISBURY 

INDEPENDENT/RICHARD CAINES

Wicomico County Executive Giordano, 

Wicomico County Executive Giordano, 

staff and leaders reflect on past year

staff and leaders reflect on past year

By Richard Caines
Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — Public safety, 

capital improvements and education 

were among many topics discussed 

during the April 10 State of the 

County Address held in Salisbury. 

Wicomico County Executive Julie 

Giordano gave her third address since 

being elected in 2022 – the first wom-

an to ever hold the post in Wicomico 

County’s history. Department heads 

and county leaders also provided 

feedback during the nearly two-hour 

event.
“Once again, I have invited them 

to be part of this year’s State of the 

County address because we stand 

together as a united front, working 

collaboratively to serve the people of 

Wicomico County,” Giordano said. 

Giordano said they introduced 

“six pillars of success” last year to 

help guide the vision and strategic 

initiatives for the county centered 

around employee recruitment and re-

tention, public safety, modernization 

and efficiency of local government, 

education, economic development 

and community investment. 

“These six pillars are not just guid-

ing principles, they are embedded in 

the very foundation of our budget, 

policies and daily decision making,” 

Giordano said. “Every initiative we 

undertake is measured against these 

priorities to ensure that we continue 

moving forward in a way that benefits 

our residents, businesses and future 

generations.”Employee recruitment and re-

tention
Giordano said she considers em-

ployee recruitment and retention 

one of the most important initiatives 

in building a strong and successful 
• See Wicomico on page 4

Easter egg hunt 
brings joy to Salisbury Boys 

& Girls Club membersBy Richard Caines
Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — Nearly 60 Boys 

& Girls Club members were able to 

experience an early Easter thanks to a 

donation and partnership by Walmart 

store #2931 in Fruitland. 

Excitement filled the air at the re-

cently expanded Truitt Street Com-

munity Center April 17 as local chil-

dren were given blue Walmart-logoed 

canvas bags and given the opportu-

nity to go on an Easter adventure, 

searching for hundreds of treat-filled 

eggs strategically placed by store 

management, associates and staff of 

Maroon PR, a Columbia-based cre-

ative communications agency. 

“One thing that Walmart loves to 

do is community outreach and fund 

in creative ways other than saying 

here’s a big check,” Maroon PR Ac-

count Manager Mike Twiname said. 

Walmart Store Manager Shannon 

Argy said they are honored to give 

out community grants and events like 

the Easter egg hunt brings her “joy” 

to see the excitement of the children. 
• See Egg Hunt on page 4
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4390 Summit Bridge Rd 
 Middletown, DE 19709 
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Wayne DeMarco of Smyrna is a advocate for BAYADA Hearts for Home Care. For video with this story, visit baytobaynews.com. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

Wayne DeMarco

Wayne DeMarcoadvocates
advocatesfor BAYADA

for BAYADAHearts for
Hearts forHome Care

Home Care
Story on page 4

Story on page 4

• See Playground on page 10
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Buzz Kill
Mosquito control unit
springs into action

By Brian Trompeter
Milford Harrington Independent

MILFORD — It’s not as glamorous as swooping 
low over a marsh in a helicopter or soaring above fields 
and forests in a fixed-wing aircraft.

But, this time of year, dipping plastic containers into 
standing woodland water helps the Delaware Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and Environmental Con-
trol’s Mosquito Control Section determine where to 
target insecticides.

David Moore, an environmental scientist with the 
section, demonstrated the technique last month in a 
swampy tree line in the Milford Neck Nature Preserve.

Wearing rubber boots, he used a wooden pole to 
lower a white cup into the dingy, tea-colored water.

Sure enough, it was loaded with tiny mosquito lar-
vae.

The Mosquito Control Section will spend late 
March and early April treating inland forested wet-
lands near populated areas — the idea being to kill as 

• See Mosquito on page 8

Harrington dedicates first formal playground

By Brian Trompeter
Milford Harrington Independent

HARRINGTON — The 
city of Harrington has lots of 
small recreational areas dubbed 

parks, but officials said the new 
children’s playground behind 
the Parks and Recreation De-
partment’s facility that they 
dedicated Friday, April 4, is 

its first formal park.
The city obtained the Game 

Time playground equipment 
from Cunningham Recreation, 

State Sen. Dave Wilson, City Council member Jack Stewart, Mayor Duane 
E. Bivans, Acting Parks and Recreation Director Doug Poore, Assistant 
City Manager Amanda Marlow, Council member Darrin Simpson and 
state Rep. Shannon Morris take part in the April 4 ribbon cutting for a 
new children’s playground behind the Parks and Recreation Department 
building. MILFORD HARRINGTON INDEPENDENT/BRIAN TROMPETER

Dover PD 

sees rise in 

shoplifting, 

overdoses
Homicides increase three-

fold year over year

By Kaitlyn Cupelli

Daily State News

DOVER — Police Chief Thomas A. 

Johnson Jr. shared the Dover Police De-

partment’s 2024 annual report March 

24, announcing an increase in shoplift-

ing, overdoses and homicides.

The numbers, reported during a City 

Council meeting, included three times 

the number of homicides in 2024 (six) 

than 2023 (two).

By Kaitlyn Cupelli

Daily State News

DOVER — Charlotte Phillips is a wom-

an who grew up with a love for reading. Her 

mother read to her constantly, and her grand-

mother was a librarian. 

It was from this love of books that an idea 

came to be: what if she provided children’s 

books to local barbershops? 

Ms. Phillips first read about this idea in 

an article. She also observed fathers and sons 

walking on Loockerman Street on the week-

ends, coming back from getting haircuts. 

“I just thought, oh, this is a great way to 

promote a love of reading,” Ms. Phillips said. 

“And to engage these owners.”

According to Ms. Phillips, reading levels, 

especially for Black boys, are abysmal in Del-

aware and the country overall. Not know-

ing how to read is also directly related to the 
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Volunteering may be 

down but there’s 

still 
a spirit t

o serve

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

DEAL ISLAND — It 

was more than the usual 

awards banquet for the Deal 

Island-Chance 
Volunteer 

Fire Company as members 

celebrated 70 years si
nce its 

founding as a way for neigh-

bors to
 help neighbors.

Following 
icebreakers 

and a rundown of the eve-

ning’s 
agenda President 

Charles “Chuck” Jacobson 

introduced 50-year member 

and former Assista
nt Chief 

Danny Ray Webster who 

presented Chs. T. “Tommy” 

Northam and his wife Jean 

two framed 70th anniversary 

challenge coins commemo-

rating his place as the last of 

the charter members.

Founded on Sept. 29, 

1954 Mr. Northam said he 

was proud to have been a 

part of the crew that helped 

fight the first fi
re on Oct. 1, 

1955 which was not long af-

ter a sire
n had been installed 

at the firehouse.

“I dashed out of my home 

and saw flames and smoke 

coming from around three 

doors (down) from where I 

lived,” he recalled. “It w
as a 

shed fire at Price Webster’s 

property.”

Those committed volun-

teers along with their 1942 

Ford pumper named Nellie 

Belle soon extinguished the 

fire so it would not spread. 

It w
as said the oystermen in 

Deal Island-Chance VFC members after 

70 years are still helping their neighbors

See Deal Island VFC on page 4

Will open uptown to 

start but will build on 

land outside city limits

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — A medical 

doctor with more than 50 years 

of experience will be joined by 

a board certified nurse practi-

tioner to open an 

advanced primary 

care office in up-

town Crisfield.

“There’s 
no 

place better than 

Crisfield,” 
Dr. 

Howard Haft said, 

calling Somerset 

County the most medically un-

derserved area in the state and 

one of his “final last la
ps” during 

his career will be to establish 

this family care facility to offer 

“strong primary care.”

The city is le
asing temporary 

office space inside the former 

McCrory’s five and dime, and 

Dr. Haft hopes to start seeing 

patients in
 April. T

he permanent 

site will be new construction on 

Crisfield Highway, across from 

Maple Shade, which ironically 

started as a medical center op-

erated by the Barhans, la
ter be-

coming Crisfield Clinic.

“It will be fully complete, a 

modern facility, I lo
ve the spot,” 

Dr. H
aft said, and 

it w
ill provide the 

space he needs to 

see children and 

young adults 
as 

the uptown loca-

tion is to
o small for 

pediatric care.

Brandon 
D. 

Milligan, a Princess Anne na-

tive who is a family nurse practi-

tioner, w
ill be working with him 

as Dr. Haft continues to recruit 

additional providers, a
nticipating 

up to five in the new facility.

Family medical practice 

announced for Crisfield

See Family Practice page 3
Howard

Haft

Brandon

Milligan

Tommy Northam, left, holds the citations from the General Assembly to honor the 70th anniversary of the 

Deal Island-Chance Volunteer Fire Company of which he was a charter member. They were presented by 

Del. Charles Otto and Sen. Mary Beth Carozza during the company’s annual banquet, and they are joined by 

Chief Donald Ford, a 40-year member, and Assistant Chief George Mister Jr. COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

$9M shortfall persist
s; 

priorities expressed but 

FY25 expenses unclear

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

WESTOVER — A work ses-

sion held by the Somerset Coun-

ty Board of Education to recom-

mend ways to close a $9 million 

gap in next year’s $50 million 

budget spent more time look-

ing back and asking questions 

on why various accounts in the 

current spending plan are flush 

with cash and not showing any 

drawdown despite the year being 

more than half over.

“We rank last in math, and 

we are second to last in
 reading,” 

said Board Chair M
att Lankford. 

“The concern that we have as a 

board is overseeing the budget 

with inadequate reports. 
The 

bigger the budget, th
e more de-

tail that’s re
quired.”

CFO Linda Johnson said the 

Blueprint for M
aryland’s Future 

looks at funding per school based 

on a formula that cites sta
tutory 

categories, funding and enroll-

ment “and that is h
ow you’re sup-

posed to staff and fund a school.”

Next year 50% of spending is 

to be aligned with the Blueprint, 

and after that all public schools 

must sa
tisfy

 Blueprint directives, 

and she is r
ealigning the budget 

to conform to those requirements.

“We know we are not spend-

ing the way Blueprint wants it 

spent,” she said, “but you got 

to try and start somewhere, 

and putting those budget lines 

in there” shows how funds are 

divided and when totaled are 

equivalent to each category’s ap-

proved allotment.

That’s w
hy “it’s imperative,” 

Ms. Johnson said, that the fis-

cal year 2026 budget is crafted 

so that it n
ot only balances “but 

fits” Blueprint’s standards “and 

it’s g
oing to be very difficult.”

School board wants more 

clarity, details on budget

See SCPS Budget page 6 Unit of Black women 

got military mail back 

on track in WWII 

By Robert Stewart 

Capital News Service

ANNAPOLIS — After 

decades of hearing their sto
-

ries only as family lore, if th
ey 

heard them at all, th
e fami-

lies of 19 Maryland women 

who served in the 6888th 

Battalion are watching those 

stories come alive — and en-

joying the long-awaited rec-

ognition.

The 6888th is the pre-

dominantly Black postal unit 

that served in World War II 

and is the subject of Tyler 

Perry’s blockbuster movie, 

The Six Triple Eight.

“I have wanted my 

mother and my aunt to be 

honored and to be appreci-

ated for a long time,” said 

Catonsville resident Karen 

Taylor, “and now because 

of the Tyler Perry movie the 

world knows what they ac-

complished.”

Although not main char-

acters in
 Perry’s m

ovie, Tay-

lor’s m
other and aunt — who 

were born and raised in Cris-

field — were both members 

of the postal unit featured in 

the film that was released in 

early December.

A salute to the ‘Six Triple Eight’

See ‘Six Triple Eight’ page 8

Karen Taylor of Catonsville shows a photo of her mother, Vivian Elzie Taylor, of Crisfield, who along with her sister Mari-

an served with the 6888th Battalion during World War II. The service of this unit of Black women is highlighted in a new 

movie that will be shown at Gallery 413 this Friday with Ms. Taylor a special guest. CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE/ROBERT STEWART
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No loan needed for 

first p
hase, council 

seeks $2.4M more

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Secretary Josh Kurtz sent 

Crisfield an early Christm
as 

present by allowing the city 

to apply up to $5 million in 

state-funded improvements 

at Somers Cove Marina as 

the city’s match for federal 

flood mitigation.

With more than $36 mil-

lion awarded for improve-

ments south of Chesapeake 

Avenue — and a similar 

amount estim
ated to fin-

ish the job on the northern 

section — the city will be 

required to put up 10% or 

more than $7 million assum-

ing the second funding re-

quest to
 FEMA is approved.

To reach that goal, the 

city applied for $1.9 mil-

lion from the Department 

of the Environment, but the 

only guaranteed money was 

$200,000 pledged by The 

Nature Conservancy and a 

$5 million loan with an in-

terest ra
te of 0.5%.

Mayor Darlene Taylor 

pursued an opportunity to 

work with DNR and last 

Wednesday reported “The 

good news” that Secretary 

Kurtz would “compliment” 

the city’s effort “by offering 

to spend $5 million on mari-

na improvements as in-kind 

state contribution.”

“That’s 
the match we 

were looking for. As op-

posed to having to take out 

a $5 million loan, the DNR 

has agreed to allow us to 

use $5 million of their im-

provements…as match to our 

grant,” the mayor said.

DNR will let city use $5 million in 

marina work as FEMA grant match

BaytoBayNews.com  |  Crisfi eld-Somerset County Times  |  October 16, 2024  11  

— INSIDE —

With his sleigh and reindeer still back at the North Pole, Santa Claus checked out 

his delivery plan for Christmas Eve while driving a yellow school bus for Somer-

set County Public Schools. Ol’ St. Nick (who bore a striking resemblance to Koly 

Ward) was on duty for the Judy Center during the night of the Crisfield Christmas 

Parade and no doubt kept an eye on children along the way and to see whether or 

not they were being naughty or nice. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COMING SOON

See FEMA Match on page 6

Virtual pre-hearing 

with PSC is D
ec. 23

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — Econox 

Renewables Inc. of Win-

chester, Mass., 
is seeking a 

Certificate of Public Conve-

nience and Necessity
 from 

the Maryland Public Service 

Commissio
n to construct a 

2.04 megawatt alternating 

current solar energy gener-

ating system in the area of 

29715-29899 Deal Island 

Road west of Princess A
nne.

The estim
ated $7 million 

“Deal Island Solar Project” 

would occupy some 11 acres 

of a 60-acre property owned 

by Ronald G. Warren, and 

according to the company’s 

petitio
n to the PSC antici-

pates construction to start in
 

the last quarter of 2025.

The site is zoned Medium 

Density Residential-2 and 

while “not permitted” in the 

county’s ordinance on float-

ing zones for Utility
 Scale 

Solar Energy, the applicant 

states “it complies with many 

of the requirements,” for ex-

ample, it’s 
consiste

nt with 

regulations for Ag Residential 

AR and Industria
l-2 distric

ts.

Because the property is 

primarily woods, it would 

be well screened and it is
 de-

signed to have over 500 feet 

of distance from the closest 

neighbors. 
The applicant 

states the Chesapeake Bay 

Critical Area, floodplains and 

wetlands are not impacted.

Utility scale solar project planned for 

11 acre site west of Princess Anne

See Utility
 Scale Solar page 9
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No loan needed for 

first p
hase, council 

seeks $2.4M more

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Secretary Josh Kurtz sent 

Crisfield an early Christm
as 

present by allowing the city 

to apply up to $5 million in 

state-funded improvements 

at Somers Cove Marina as 

the city’s match for federal 

flood mitigation.

With more than $36 mil-

lion awarded for improve-

ments south of Chesapeake 

Avenue — and a similar 

amount estim
ated to fin-

ish the job on the northern 

section — the city will be 

required to put up 10% or 

more than $7 million assum-

ing the second funding re-

quest to
 FEMA is approved.

To reach that goal, the 

city applied for $1.9 mil-

lion from the Department 

of the Environment, but the 

only guaranteed money was 

$200,000 pledged by The 

Nature Conservancy and a 

$5 million loan with an in-

terest ra
te of 0.5%.

Mayor Darlene Taylor 

pursued an opportunity to 

work with DNR and last 

Wednesday reported “The 

good news” that Secretary 

Kurtz would “compliment” 

the city’s effort “by offering 

to spend $5 million on mari-

na improvements as in-kind 

state contribution.”

“That’s 
the match we 

were looking for. As op-

posed to having to take out 

a $5 million loan, the DNR 

has agreed to allow us to 

use $5 million of their im-

provements…as match to our 

grant,” the mayor said.

DNR will let city use $5 million in 

marina work as FEMA grant match

BaytoBayNews.com  |  Crisfi eld-Somerset County Times  |  October 16, 2024  11  

— INSIDE —

With his sleigh and reindeer still back at the North Pole, Santa Claus checked out 

his delivery plan for Christmas Eve while driving a yellow school bus for Somer-

set County Public Schools. Ol’ St. Nick (who bore a striking resemblance to Koly 

Ward) was on duty for the Judy Center during the night of the Crisfield Christmas 

Parade and no doubt kept an eye on children along the way and to see whether or 

not they were being naughty or nice. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COMING SOON

See FEMA Match on page 6

Virtual pre-hearing 

with PSC is D
ec. 23

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — Econox 

Renewables Inc. of Win-

chester, Mass., 
is seeking a 

Certificate of Public Conve-

nience and Necessity
 from 

the Maryland Public Service 

Commissio
n to construct a 

2.04 megawatt alternating 

current solar energy gener-

ating system in the area of 

29715-29899 Deal Island 

Road west of Princess A
nne.

The estim
ated $7 million 

“Deal Island Solar Project” 

would occupy some 11 acres 

of a 60-acre property owned 

by Ronald G. Warren, and 

according to the company’s 

petitio
n to the PSC antici-

pates construction to start in
 

the last quarter of 2025.

The site is zoned Medium 

Density Residential-2 and 

while “not permitted” in the 

county’s ordinance on float-

ing zones for Utility
 Scale 

Solar Energy, the applicant 

states “it complies with many 

of the requirements,” for ex-

ample, it’s 
consiste

nt with 

regulations for Ag Residential 

AR and Industria
l-2 distric

ts.

Because the property is 

primarily woods, it would 

be well screened and it is
 de-

signed to have over 500 feet 

of distance from the closest 

neighbors. 
The applicant 

states the Chesapeake Bay 

Critical Area, floodplains and 

wetlands are not impacted.

Utility scale solar project planned for 

11 acre site west of Princess Anne

See Utility
 Scale Solar page 9
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Leaves decision to BZA 

as ordinance is O
K’d 

to follow state mandate

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — With 

only three Town Commissio
ners 

present to vote, Princess Anne 

amended its z
oning ordinance to 

allow for licensed cannabis grow-

ing, processing and sales provid-

ed setbacks are met and a special 

exception is granted by the Board 

of Zoning Appeals.

The regulations provide for 

cannabis growers and proces-

sors to
 be restric

ted to industria
l 

zones, w
hile dispensaries will be 

allowed in Community Com-

mercial C-1 and General Com-

mercial C-2 zones.

A public hearing was held 

prior to the start of the regular 

February legislative session with 

residents speaking both for and 

against th
e ordinance.

One 63-year-old who uses 

cannabis for pain relief said it 

would be good for Princess A
nne 

so residents lik
e him don’t have 

to travel to Salisbury, and one of 

his neighbors sa
id, “it w

ould be 

the right thing for this town.”

“You’re asking for our opin-

ion,” said the Rev. Dean DeFino 

of Antioch Church. “This is 
go-

ing to be a detrim
ent to Princess 

Anne. We’re going to be known 

as the place to get your drugs.” 

Kindequity LLC by lottery 

was approved by the state last 

summer to open a cannabis dis-

pensary in Somerset County and 

is looking to do that on the south-

east corner of Mt. Vernon Road 

and U.S. 13, in what was once 

the former Peaky’s re
staurant.

It has until th
e end of this year 

to be in operation, and because 

it believes the town has been 

dragging its feet in the process 

of granting permits, filed a writ 

of mandamus in Circuit Court 

Town approves zoning 

for cannabis licensees

See Cannabis Zoning page 4 20 lots in
 150-acre 

property in Westover 

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — 

The county’s plans for an in-

dustria
l park in Westover are 

taking shape as the Planning 

and Zoning Commissio
n ap-

proved this major subdivision 

for 20 lots ranging in size 

from 1.3 to nearly 10 acres.

Plans call for six
 lots fro

nt-

ing Revell’s N
eck Road but 

like the others they are ac-

cessible from one of three 

interior roads that end in cul-

de-sacs.

Brock Parker of Parker & 

Associates, who drafted the 

subdivision plans, said, “We 

tried to diversify
 the lot siz

e 

to give several offerings…you 

really can’t anticipate what 

everybody’s going to want, or 

need,” and lots can be re-sub-

divided if necessary, he said.

Construction of 
the 

streets can be in phases, with 

Revell’s 
Neck Road im-

proved to have acceleration 

and deceleration lanes. Each 

street, named Redden Lane, 

Thompson Drive and Drew-

er Way on the plans, will pro-

vide for full tru
ck movement 

“so big rigs can get in and get 

out and turn around,” Mr. 

Parker said.

Industrial park subdivision a go

See Industrial Park page 5

Mayor Darlene Taylor looks toward the parking lot to see if others are arriving for a pre-bid meeting on the en-

gineering and design for elevating the City Dock 18 inches. With her from left are Joey Collins of Rauch Inc.; 

Shanell Haughton, grant administrator and project coordinator for the city; Reggie Mariner of George, Miles 

& Buhr; and Peterallen Hirschoff, the city’s new building inspector and code enforcer. When construction gets 

underway, the pavilion will come down and be replaced by some other structure or bandstand that will be de-

signed by Design Collective of Baltimore, which will prepare three concepts for public consideration and ulti-

mately City Council approval. Last Wednesday’s meeting was not mandatory, and bid requirements are on 

the city’s website. The last day to submit proposals is Friday, Feb. 21 with an award of bid anticipated Feb. 

28 with the contractor having 90 days to complete the plans. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

PLANNING FOR SOMETHING NEW
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Judge finds town failed 

to act on requested 

zoning, building docs 

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — Re-

tired Wicomico County Circuit 

Court Ju
dge W. Newton Jackson 

III ruled in favor of the limited 

liability company that wants to 

open a cannabis dispensary in 

Princess A
nne, granting summa-

ry judgment on its motion that 

town officials act on its request 

for a zoning certificate and build-

ing permit so it can start work 

converting a former restaurant 

into a retro-themed pharmacy. 

Kindequity LLC in December 

filed a writ o
f mandamus against 

the Town Commissio
ners, their 

manager and zoning director, 

and its a
ttorney was in court la

st 

Thursday to make its c
ase.

Attorney Matthew Murnane 

for the plaintiffs told Judge Jack-

son that the town has not done 

anything about Kindequity’s 

requests, 
and had no record the 

application was denied, and in 

his opinion the town “had no in-

tention of doing anything.”

Further, the zoning ordi-

nance the commissio
ners passed 

on Feb. 5 was flawed as it t
reats 

cannabis differently than alcohol 

by requiring a special exception 

hearing before the Board of Zon-

ing Appeals (B
ZA) for only can-

nabis when by state law cannabis 

and alcohol must be treated the 

same, Mr. M
urnane said.

The zoning ordinance “is un-

lawful,” he said, and wanted the 

court to
 order the town to follow 

its re
quired ministerial duties. M

r. 

Murnane added that there is n
o 

need to take this to
 tria

l because 

“this is 
a clear matter of law.”

For the town, attorney Chris-

topher Smith said the state uses 

the term “retail dealer” while the 

town code’s terminology is “retail 

Kindequity’s complaint 

against town affirmed

See Kindequity Complaint page 5

Participants m
um if 

there are next ste
ps 

or a fresh approach  

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — A 

meeting the County Com-

missio
ners 

requested five 

months ago with leaders of 

the Maryland Department 

of Public Safety and Correc-

tional Services about sta
ffing 

shortfalls at Eastern Correc-

tional Institu
tion took place 

last week in closed session.

Afterward neither sid
e of-

fered any substantive details 

on how that discussion went, 

or if there were any break-

throughs or next ste
ps.

Among those in atten-

dance were DPSCS Secre-

tary Carolyn J. S
cruggs, and 

Division of Correction Com-

missio
ner J. Philip Morgan, 

as well as Citizens’ Advisory 

Committee members, some 

of them having been in that 

role since before the Westo-

ver prison opened in 1987.

Secretary Scruggs said 

she’s lo
oking for a “produc-

tive partnership” with the 

commissio
ners, and will con-

tinue to be in contact with 

them while doing “the best 

we can do to meet the needs 

of the community.”

Former ECI Assista
nt 

Warden Sgt. Ronnie Dryden, 

who has been a champion for 

correctional officers, didn’t 

stay long after the meeting 

ended. He said he would 

have to unwind first and gath-

er his thoughts about what he 

heard before commenting.

“I think it w
ent well, and 

we’ll se
e where it ta

kes us,” 

said County Commissio
ner 

Darryl Webster, retired fa-

cility administra
tor, but no 

future meeting was planned. 

He said later he hopes to 

have more to say about this 

in the coming days. 

Limited update on ECI staffing

See DPSCS Meeting page 4

ECI correctional officer Ronnie Sterling, right, waited to talk with Department of Public Safety and Correc-

tional Services Secretary Carolyn Scruggs following her closed meeting with the County Commissioners. 

Also at that meeting was Phil Morgan, left, Division of Correction Commissioner, who is speaking with War-

ner Sumpter, a member of the Citizens’ Advisory Committee. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 9.

Spring Forward one hour before retiring Saturday.
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Permissio
n granted 

for solar project on 

West Post Office Rd.  

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — A Balti-

more City Circuit Court judge 

ruled in favor of the Maryland 

Public Service Commissio
n 

over the objections of Som-

erset County on the approval 

of a 3.9 megawatt so
lar ener-

gy generating station on West 

Post Office Road.

Judge Levi S. Zaslow 

said the PSC “applied the 

correct standard of review” 

and affirmed its decision to 

grant a Certificate of Pub-

lic Convenience and Ne-

cessity
 (CPCN) to Rosehip 

Cleantech LLC. 

Last Wednesday’s court 

hearing was held over Zoom, 

and representing the county 

was attorney Kirk Simpkins 

who in part argued that due 

consideration was not given 

to the county and its z
oning 

ordinance.

He said the CPCN should 

be denied or at least re
mand-

ed back to the PSC so it can 

follow the local code. This 

piece of ground has long 

been in agriculture, he said, 

and with the proximity of 

houses there is great con-

cern about a solar field being 

detrim
ental to the neighbor-

hood and property values.

The nearly 20-acre site 

east of Princess Anne and 

west of Pete’s Hill Road is 

owned by Flonium Power 

LLC, which sought a special 

exception for the project from 

the Somerset County Board 

of Zoning Appeals but with-

drew its a
pplication before the 

August 2019 public hearing.

PSC decision affirmed over objections

See Solar Affirmed on page 11

$36 million to work 

on flood mitigation 

no longer available 

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Nine 

months after it was an-

nounced that $36.21 mil-

lion in federal funding was 

approved for the Southern 

Crisfield Flood Mitigation 

Project the Trump admin-

istra
tion’s Department of 

Homeland Security redi-

rected those FEMA funds 

for use in disaster relief.

The Federal Emergen-

cy Management Agency 

(FEMA) announced on 

April 4 it was ending the 

Building Resilient Infra-

structure and Communities 

(BRIC) program and can-

celed all BRIC applications 

from fiscal years 2020-23 

which included Crisfield’s.

The grant — which had 

not been disbursed — was re-

turned to the U.S. Treasury.

A FEMA spokesperson 

called the BRIC program 

“yet another example of 

a wasteful and ineffective 

FEMA program” which 

under Homeland Securi-

ty Secretary Kristi 
Noem 

was recommittin
g itself “to 

ensuring that Americans in 

crisis 
can get the help and re-

sources they need.”

“We have many feder-

al opportunities that we’re 

looking at that have been im-

pacted by the changes that 

are happening,” said Mayor 

Darlene Taylor. “They are 

big concerns that we’re go-

ing to lose a lot of the effort 

that we put in.”

However, as a woman 

of faith, Mayor Taylor is 

prayerful that this will not 

stand, and that the two years 

of collaborating with several 

agencies and nonprofits — 

and gaining commitments 

for millions in matching 

funds — was not in vain.

“I don’t know exactly 

where or how, but it’s
 going 

to come back,” she said. “It 

wasn’t good news, but I’m 

like, ‘OK Lord, where are we 

going from here?’ and I hon-

estly don’t know but I k
now 

it will be OK.”

FEMA’s flood grant dries up
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Owens led DC charter 

school, Handy resumes 

assista
nt principal role

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

WESTOVER — Wash-

ington Academy and High 

School has a new principal, 

Clifford Owens, who started 

Monday this w
eek after be-

ing appointed by Somerset 

County Public Schools.

Mr. O
wens, fo

rmer prin-

cipal of Hope Tolson Public 

Charter School in Washing-

ton, D.C., “brings over 25 

years of expe-

rience in pub-

lic education, 

along with a 

demonstrated 

record of trans-

f o r m a t i o n a l 

leadership and 

a 
steadfast 

commitment 

to student achievement,” ac-

cording to SCPS.

“Throughout his career, 

Mr. Owens has served stu-

dents from Pre-K through 

12th grade, promoting growth 

across academic, behavioral, 

and cultural domains — his 

‘ABCs of education.’ He is 

widely recognized for his 

work in school turnaround 

efforts and previously led a 

school honored as a National 

Blue Ribbon School.”

His educational philoso-

phy is c
entered on fostering 

excellence through expedi-

Washington High now has new principal

See New Principal on page 2

Stretches tim
eline, costs 

go up if st
ate gives less 

than expected in FY26

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

WESTOVER — Renova-

tion of Crisfield Academy and 

High School could take twice 

as long as proposed if th
e Mary-

land Interagency Commissio
n on 

School Construction (IA
C) cuts 

by more than half its anticipat-

ed financial commitment in the 

coming fiscal year.

Superintendent of Somerset 

County Public Schools Dr. Ava 

Tasker-M
itchell is being joined 

by the County Commissio
ns and 

Crisfield’s mayor requesting the 

IAC reconsider its p
roposal, which 

will im
pact cash flow, bog down 

the project tim
eline and ultimate-

ly cost th
e state more money.

The IAC approved $38.38 

million for comprehensive im-

provements th
at in February were 

estim
ated to cost $39.2 million.

Work is to start this summer 

and continue while students are 

in school with all systems and 

spaces except for locker rooms 

and Head Start th
at date to 2017 

completed by December 2027.

For FY26, the IAC proposes to 

allocate $8.5 million — $10 mil-

lion less than anticipated. Even 

with Somerset County Public 

Schools using its “
Built to

 Learn” 

(BLT) allotment that leaves a 

shortfall of nearly $7.659 million.

Dr. Tasker-Mitchell wrote to 

IAC Chair Edward Kasemeyer 

that “it would mean extending the 

project by at least th
ree years. T

his 

would increase the overall cost of 

the project by millions, necessi-

tating either an increase in overall 

funding or a reduction in scope.”

Further, dragging out the 

timeline of this occupied renova-

tion would displace and disrupt 

students “for a longer period…

further im
pacting the education-

al experience.”

Cash flow change could 

disrupt CAHS renovation

See CAHS Renovation page 9

$9M shortfall persist
s; 

priorities expressed but 

FY25 expenses unclear

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

WESTOVER — A work ses-

sion held by the Somerset Coun-

ty Board of Education to recom-

mend ways to close a $9 million 

gap in next year’s $50 million 

budget spent more time look-

ing back and asking questions 

on why various accounts in the 

current spending plan are flush 

with cash and not showing any 

drawdown despite the year being 

more than half over.

“We rank last in math, and 

we are second to last in
 reading,” 

said Board Chair M
att Lankford. 

“The concern that we have as a 

board is overseeing the budget 

with inadequate reports. 
The 

bigger the budget, th
e more de-

tail that’s re
quired.”

CFO Linda Johnson said the 

Blueprint for M
aryland’s Future 

looks at funding per school based 

on a formula that cites sta
tutory 

categories, funding and enroll-

ment “and that is h
ow you’re sup-

posed to staff and fund a school.”

Next year 50% of spending is 

to be aligned with the Blueprint, 

and after that all public schools 

must sa
tisfy

 Blueprint directives, 

and she is r
ealigning the budget 

to conform to those requirements.

“We know we are not spend-

ing the way Blueprint wants it 

spent,” she said, “but you got 

to try and start somewhere, 

and putting those budget lines 

in there” shows how funds are 

divided and when totaled are 

equivalent to each category’s ap-

proved allotment.

That’s w
hy “it’s imperative,” 

Ms. Johnson said, that the fis-

cal year 2026 budget is crafted 

so that it n
ot only balances “but 

fits” Blueprint’s standards “and 

it’s g
oing to be very difficult.”

School board wants more 

clarity, details on budget

See SCPS Budget page 6 Unit of Black women 

got military mail back 

on track in WWII 

By Robert Stewart 

Capital News Service

ANNAPOLIS — After 

decades of hearing their sto
-

ries only as family lore, if th
ey 

heard them at all, th
e fami-

lies of 19 Maryland women 

who served in the 6888th 

Battalion are watching those 

stories come alive — and en-

joying the long-awaited rec-

ognition.

The 6888th is the pre-

dominantly Black postal unit 

that served in World War II 

and is the subject of Tyler 

Perry’s blockbuster movie, 

The Six Triple Eight.

“I have wanted my 

mother and my aunt to be 

honored and to be appreci-

ated for a long time,” said 

Catonsville resident Karen 

Taylor, “and now because 

of the Tyler Perry movie the 

world knows what they ac-

complished.”

Although not main char-

acters in
 Perry’s m

ovie, Tay-

lor’s m
other and aunt — who 

were born and raised in Cris-

field — were both members 

of the postal unit featured in 

the film that was released in 

early December.

A salute to the ‘Six Triple Eight’

See ‘Six Triple Eight’ page 8

Karen Taylor of Catonsville shows a photo of her mother, Vivian Elzie Taylor, of Crisfield, who along with her sister Mari-

an served with the 6888th Battalion during World War II. The service of this unit of Black women is highlighted in a new 

movie that will be shown at Gallery 413 this Friday with Ms. Taylor a special guest. CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE/ROBERT STEWART
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No loan needed for 

first p
hase, council 

seeks $2.4M more

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Secretary Josh Kurtz sent 

Crisfield an early Christm
as 

present by allowing the city 

to apply up to $5 million in 

state-funded improvements 

at Somers Cove Marina as 

the city’s match for federal 

flood mitigation.

With more than $36 mil-

lion awarded for improve-

ments south of Chesapeake 

Avenue — and a similar 

amount estim
ated to fin-

ish the job on the northern 

section — the city will be 

required to put up 10% or 

more than $7 million assum-

ing the second funding re-

quest to
 FEMA is approved.

To reach that goal, the 

city applied for $1.9 mil-

lion from the Department 

of the Environment, but the 

only guaranteed money was 

$200,000 pledged by The 

Nature Conservancy and a 

$5 million loan with an in-

terest ra
te of 0.5%.

Mayor Darlene Taylor 

pursued an opportunity to 

work with DNR and last 

Wednesday reported “The 

good news” that Secretary 

Kurtz would “compliment” 

the city’s effort “by offering 

to spend $5 million on mari-

na improvements as in-kind 

state contribution.”

“That’s 
the match we 

were looking for. As op-

posed to having to take out 

a $5 million loan, the DNR 

has agreed to allow us to 

use $5 million of their im-

provements…as match to our 

grant,” the mayor said.

DNR will let city use $5 million in 

marina work as FEMA grant match

BaytoBayNews.com  |  Crisfi eld-Somerset County Times  |  October 16, 2024  11  

— INSIDE —

With his sleigh and reindeer still back at the North Pole, Santa Claus checked out 

his delivery plan for Christmas Eve while driving a yellow school bus for Somer-

set County Public Schools. Ol’ St. Nick (who bore a striking resemblance to Koly 

Ward) was on duty for the Judy Center during the night of the Crisfield Christmas 

Parade and no doubt kept an eye on children along the way and to see whether or 

not they were being naughty or nice. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COMING SOON

See FEMA Match on page 6

Virtual pre-hearing 

with PSC is D
ec. 23

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — Econox 

Renewables Inc. of Win-

chester, Mass., 
is seeking a 

Certificate of Public Conve-

nience and Necessity
 from 

the Maryland Public Service 

Commissio
n to construct a 

2.04 megawatt alternating 

current solar energy gener-

ating system in the area of 

29715-29899 Deal Island 

Road west of Princess A
nne.

The estim
ated $7 million 

“Deal Island Solar Project” 

would occupy some 11 acres 

of a 60-acre property owned 

by Ronald G. Warren, and 

according to the company’s 

petitio
n to the PSC antici-

pates construction to start in
 

the last quarter of 2025.

The site is zoned Medium 

Density Residential-2 and 

while “not permitted” in the 

county’s ordinance on float-

ing zones for Utility
 Scale 

Solar Energy, the applicant 

states “it complies with many 

of the requirements,” for ex-

ample, it’s 
consiste

nt with 

regulations for Ag Residential 

AR and Industria
l-2 distric

ts.

Because the property is 

primarily woods, it would 

be well screened and it is
 de-

signed to have over 500 feet 

of distance from the closest 

neighbors. 
The applicant 

states the Chesapeake Bay 

Critical Area, floodplains and 

wetlands are not impacted.

Utility scale solar project planned for 

11 acre site west of Princess Anne

See Utility
 Scale Solar page 9
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No loan needed for 

first p
hase, council 

seeks $2.4M more

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Secretary Josh Kurtz sent 

Crisfield an early Christm
as 

present by allowing the city 

to apply up to $5 million in 

state-funded improvements 

at Somers Cove Marina as 

the city’s match for federal 

flood mitigation.

With more than $36 mil-

lion awarded for improve-

ments south of Chesapeake 

Avenue — and a similar 

amount estim
ated to fin-

ish the job on the northern 

section — the city will be 

required to put up 10% or 

more than $7 million assum-

ing the second funding re-

quest to
 FEMA is approved.

To reach that goal, the 

city applied for $1.9 mil-

lion from the Department 

of the Environment, but the 

only guaranteed money was 

$200,000 pledged by The 

Nature Conservancy and a 

$5 million loan with an in-

terest ra
te of 0.5%.

Mayor Darlene Taylor 

pursued an opportunity to 

work with DNR and last 

Wednesday reported “The 

good news” that Secretary 

Kurtz would “compliment” 

the city’s effort “by offering 

to spend $5 million on mari-

na improvements as in-kind 

state contribution.”

“That’s 
the match we 

were looking for. As op-

posed to having to take out 

a $5 million loan, the DNR 

has agreed to allow us to 

use $5 million of their im-

provements…as match to our 

grant,” the mayor said.

DNR will let city use $5 million in 

marina work as FEMA grant match

BaytoBayNews.com  |  Crisfi eld-Somerset County Times  |  October 16, 2024  11  

— INSIDE —

With his sleigh and reindeer still back at the North Pole, Santa Claus checked out 

his delivery plan for Christmas Eve while driving a yellow school bus for Somer-

set County Public Schools. Ol’ St. Nick (who bore a striking resemblance to Koly 

Ward) was on duty for the Judy Center during the night of the Crisfield Christmas 

Parade and no doubt kept an eye on children along the way and to see whether or 

not they were being naughty or nice. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COMING SOON

See FEMA Match on page 6

Virtual pre-hearing 

with PSC is D
ec. 23

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — Econox 

Renewables Inc. of Win-

chester, Mass., 
is seeking a 

Certificate of Public Conve-

nience and Necessity
 from 

the Maryland Public Service 

Commissio
n to construct a 

2.04 megawatt alternating 

current solar energy gener-

ating system in the area of 

29715-29899 Deal Island 

Road west of Princess A
nne.

The estim
ated $7 million 

“Deal Island Solar Project” 

would occupy some 11 acres 

of a 60-acre property owned 

by Ronald G. Warren, and 

according to the company’s 

petitio
n to the PSC antici-

pates construction to start in
 

the last quarter of 2025.

The site is zoned Medium 

Density Residential-2 and 

while “not permitted” in the 

county’s ordinance on float-

ing zones for Utility
 Scale 

Solar Energy, the applicant 

states “it complies with many 

of the requirements,” for ex-

ample, it’s 
consiste

nt with 

regulations for Ag Residential 

AR and Industria
l-2 distric

ts.

Because the property is 

primarily woods, it would 

be well screened and it is
 de-

signed to have over 500 feet 

of distance from the closest 

neighbors. 
The applicant 

states the Chesapeake Bay 

Critical Area, floodplains and 

wetlands are not impacted.

Utility scale solar project planned for 

11 acre site west of Princess Anne

See Utility
 Scale Solar page 9
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Leaves decision to BZA 

as ordinance is O
K’d 

to follow state mandate

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — With 

only three Town Commissio
ners 

present to vote, Princess Anne 

amended its z
oning ordinance to 

allow for licensed cannabis grow-

ing, processing and sales provid-

ed setbacks are met and a special 

exception is granted by the Board 

of Zoning Appeals.

The regulations provide for 

cannabis growers and proces-

sors to
 be restric

ted to industria
l 

zones, w
hile dispensaries will be 

allowed in Community Com-

mercial C-1 and General Com-

mercial C-2 zones.

A public hearing was held 

prior to the start of the regular 

February legislative session with 

residents speaking both for and 

against th
e ordinance.

One 63-year-old who uses 

cannabis for pain relief said it 

would be good for Princess A
nne 

so residents lik
e him don’t have 

to travel to Salisbury, and one of 

his neighbors sa
id, “it w

ould be 

the right thing for this town.”

“You’re asking for our opin-

ion,” said the Rev. Dean DeFino 

of Antioch Church. “This is 
go-

ing to be a detrim
ent to Princess 

Anne. We’re going to be known 

as the place to get your drugs.” 

Kindequity LLC by lottery 

was approved by the state last 

summer to open a cannabis dis-

pensary in Somerset County and 

is looking to do that on the south-

east corner of Mt. Vernon Road 

and U.S. 13, in what was once 

the former Peaky’s re
staurant.

It has until th
e end of this year 

to be in operation, and because 

it believes the town has been 

dragging its feet in the process 

of granting permits, filed a writ 

of mandamus in Circuit Court 

Town approves zoning 

for cannabis licensees

See Cannabis Zoning page 4 20 lots in
 150-acre 

property in Westover 

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — 

The county’s plans for an in-

dustria
l park in Westover are 

taking shape as the Planning 

and Zoning Commissio
n ap-

proved this major subdivision 

for 20 lots ranging in size 

from 1.3 to nearly 10 acres.

Plans call for six
 lots fro

nt-

ing Revell’s N
eck Road but 

like the others they are ac-

cessible from one of three 

interior roads that end in cul-

de-sacs.

Brock Parker of Parker & 

Associates, who drafted the 

subdivision plans, said, “We 

tried to diversify
 the lot siz

e 

to give several offerings…you 

really can’t anticipate what 

everybody’s going to want, or 

need,” and lots can be re-sub-

divided if necessary, he said.

Construction of 
the 

streets can be in phases, with 

Revell’s 
Neck Road im-

proved to have acceleration 

and deceleration lanes. Each 

street, named Redden Lane, 

Thompson Drive and Drew-

er Way on the plans, will pro-

vide for full tru
ck movement 

“so big rigs can get in and get 

out and turn around,” Mr. 

Parker said.

Industrial park subdivision a go

See Industrial Park page 5

Mayor Darlene Taylor looks toward the parking lot to see if others are arriving for a pre-bid meeting on the en-

gineering and design for elevating the City Dock 18 inches. With her from left are Joey Collins of Rauch Inc.; 

Shanell Haughton, grant administrator and project coordinator for the city; Reggie Mariner of George, Miles 

& Buhr; and Peterallen Hirschoff, the city’s new building inspector and code enforcer. When construction gets 

underway, the pavilion will come down and be replaced by some other structure or bandstand that will be de-

signed by Design Collective of Baltimore, which will prepare three concepts for public consideration and ulti-

mately City Council approval. Last Wednesday’s meeting was not mandatory, and bid requirements are on 

the city’s website. The last day to submit proposals is Friday, Feb. 21 with an award of bid anticipated Feb. 

28 with the contractor having 90 days to complete the plans. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

PLANNING FOR SOMETHING NEW

County Administrator R. Douglas “Doug” Taylor was honored last Friday by the County Commissioners with 

a proclamation and lunch in his honor during his last day on the job. The Frostburg State University graduate 

who served as a first lieutenant in the U.S. Army started county service in August 2004 as Director of Coun-

ty Roads, after which he was appointed County Administrator in October 2011. “Throughout his career, Doug 

has displayed exceptional professional ability, foresight, mature judgment, and the logical application of sound 

management principles, qualities that have earned him the respect and admiration of colleagues and commu-

nity members alike,” the proclamation stated, as read by Deputy County Administrator Ernie Leatherbury. Pic-

tured with him from left are Vice President Randy Laird, President Charles Laird, and Commissioners Darryl 

Webster and Eldon Willing. Mr. Taylor praised the team of employees he’s worked with, saying “You’re only as 

good as your staff.” “They’re unbelievable.” President Laird said the position will be filled as soon as possible 

as the commissioners extended their best wishes for Mr. Taylor’s “well-deserved retirement.” Commissioner 

Craig Mathies Sr. was unable to attend as was Charles Cavanaugh, director of solid waste, drainage and main-

tenance who retired last month after 35½ years of service. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR RETIRES

Clifford

Owens

Firehouse available 

only until year-end 

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — 

Somerset County will get its 

first t
aste of running an am-

bulance service much sooner 

than year-end as starting next 

week it ta
kes over payroll for 

the 17 career EMS employ-

ees now working their final 

days with the Princess A
nne 

Volunteer Fire Company.

A full board of Coun-

ty Commissio
ners and fire 

company trustees met face-

to-face for the first time in 

open session on Tuesday last 

week and PAVFC treasurer 

Robert M
urphey said, “two 

weeks fro
m tomorrow, that’s 

our last paycheck from us.”

In addition, tru
stees put a 

$650,000 price tag on the four 

ambulances, and $100,000 

on lifesaving equipment and 

associated supplies.

“This w
hole deal is l

ike a 

domino effect,” Mr. M
urphey 

said. “Once the employees 

change over, we drop the 

insurance, we drop the tele-

phone (and) change the lock.”

And trustee President Le-

muel White said when the 

paramedics become county 

employees, th
ey will no lon-

ger be on the fire company’s 

benefits plan.

The fire company in Janu-

ary announced it would end 

ambulance service July 1 and 

the County Commissioners 

later received assurance that it 

would be extended to Dec. 31. 

PAVFC: $750,000 for ambulances, equipment 

and it expects county to pickup payroll next week

See Ambulance Service page 4

Kristen Bratcher, a sixth grade science teacher at Somerset Intermediate School, 

was named the 2025 Somerset County Teacher of the Year during the annual din-

ner program held last Friday night at the Henson Center at UMES. Nominated by her 

school she was first chosen the Secondary Teacher of the Year, with Woodson Ele-

mentary School teacher Allison Grove the Elementary Teacher of the Year and county-

wide runner-up. Mrs. Bratcher will be the county’s candidate for Maryland Teacher of 

the Year this fall. With her from left are Superintendent Dr. Ava Tasker-Mitchell, Del. 

Charles Otto, Director of Schools Tracie Bartemy, and Board of Education Chair Matt 

Lankford. For the story see page 3. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

SOMERSET COUNTY TEACHER OF THE YEAR

See FEMA Grant on page 5
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ENERGY

By Joseph Edelen
Daily State News

DOVER — A proposal to roll back Delaware’s renewable energy portfo-lio standards was tabled in the House of Representatives’ Natural Resources & Energy Committee on April 16.The move comes as lawmakers continue to seek solutions for rising energy costs.
The standards require utilities to derive their energy from renewable sources, such as wind and solar — starting with a 25% floor in 2025 and increasing annually until a 2035 goal 

Bill to reduce  
requirements 
for renewable  
energy tabled

CENSORSHIP

Rep. Krista Griffith, left, Delaware State Education Association president Stephanie Ingram, second from left, and Rep. DeShanna Neal, right, hold 

books that have banned throughout the country at the Dover Public Library on April 15, just prior to announcing legislation to protect Delaware 

schools and libraries from book bans.  DAILY STATE NEWS/JOE EDELEN

By Joseph Edelen
Daily State News

DOVER— There have been over 16,000 books banned in U.S. pub-

lic schools dating back to 2021, and now, Delaware lawmakers have in-troduced a measure to protect books in the First State from being banned 

based on partisan, ideological or reli-
gious disapproval.

Proposal aims to protect banned books

See Energy — Page 4

See Censorship — Page 4
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ALL SERVICESALL SERVICES
 ARE VIRTUAL. ARE VIRTUAL.

We provide pick-up 
and delivery service 

anywhere in Delaware.

Zoar
Continued From Page 28

ering place was on Osborne Street, 
a building purchased by members in 
1845. Thirty-six years later, mem-
bers moved to the present site.

According to a news release from 
the trust, “Zoar Church was a rest 
stop for the Underground Railroad 
and a vital hub for African Ameri-

cans in the region. The church is an 
example of mid-19th century Gothic 
revival architecture. It was known for 
its gospel music and is heavily associ-
ated with gospel music icon Charles 
Albert Tindley.”

For information, email friendsof-
zoar@gmail.com or visit the group’s 
Facebook page or friendsofzoar.org.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached 
at 302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org. 

Follow @DSNAnderson on X.

Friends of  Zoar treasurer Steve Johnson talks about Zoar Methodist Episcopal Church in March. MIDDLE-
TOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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Musical
Continued From Page 30Middletown musical will spotlight homeless, hungry

ENTERTAINMENT

By Craig Anderson
Middletown Smyrna Independent

MIDDLETOWN — Paul Mast 
walked the streets of eight cities for 
six months in 2013, returning with 
the basis for a book.

The former Catholic priest and 
Kent County native authored “Street 
Sabbatical: Life Lessons for a Con-
templative Beggar” a year later. It 
was composed of material from meet-
ings with hundreds of homeless indi-
viduals.

However, Mr. Mast wasn’t done 
there. Based on the book, he wrote 
lyrics for 17 songs and assembled 
them into a musical in 2022.

That’s how “Compassion Street 
— The Musical” came to be. It has 
been performed in Dover, Smyrna 
and Wilmington since then.

Now, the production is coming 
to the Everett Theatre, 47 W. Main 
St., on June 22. The show begins at 
4 p.m.

Mr. Mast will serve as a storyteller, 
transitioning one song to another.

And the show will serve as a fund-
raiser for the Middletown-based non-
profit Our Daily Bread, which assists 
those facing food insecurity.

Mr. Mast said that, during his 
street sabbatical, he learned “that 
there are two kinds of homelessness: 
people who are physically homeless 
and living on the street and shel-
ters, and people who are emotionally 
homeless, living in their houses and 
experiencing dysfunctions, addic-
tions, separations and more.”

He described the show’s staging at 
the iconic Everett Theater as taking it 
“up a plug.”

“In this theater, on this stage, 
the audience (and) the cast will be 
thrilled,” he continued.

Paul Mast, left, and Our Daily Bread executive director Brian Farragher hold a shirt promoting “Compassion Street — The Musical.” MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDE-
PENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON• See Musical on page 31



BaytoBayNews.com  | a monthly companion to the daily state news |  Middletown Smyrna Independent  |  May/June 2025  31  

Save the Date NOW
for this year:

Saturday,  
June 14, 2025

More info at: 
DelmarvaEvents.net

SCENES FROM THESCENES FROM THE

2024 DOVER CON2024 DOVER CON
SCENES FROM THESCENES FROM THE

2024 DOVER CON2024 DOVER CON

Musical
Continued From Page 30Middletown musical will spotlight homeless, hungry

Mr. Mast said he and Our Daily 
Bread executive director Brian Far-
ragher “have quite similar missions.”

Mr. Farragher agreed, saying, 
“This is a show about people who are 
homeless and lonely, and what we try 
to do is not just feed people but give 
them a place where they can come 
and feel like they’re a part of some-
thing.

“With what’s happening, I think, 
right now, in terms of funding in gen-
eral for these types of programs, we’re 
looking at a challenging year. So, ev-
ery little bit helps us, and we’ll put all 
the funding toward feeding people.”

Tickets are $15 and can be pur-
chased at compassionstreetthemusi-
cal.com.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached 
at 302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org. 

Follow @DSNAnderson on X. Paul Mast wrote lyrics for 17 songs to create “Compassion Street — The Musical,” coming to Middletown on June 22. For video with this story, visit baytobaynews.com. MIDDLETOWN 
SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

Paul Mast, left, and Our Daily Bread executive director Brian Farragher hold a shirt promoting “Compassion Street — The Musical.” MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDE-
PENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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BIDDLE’S CONTRACTING, LLC

302-423-9318
Mike C. Biddle

SPECIALIZING 
IN ROOFING!
With a Roofing 
Guarantee 
You Can Trust

All Phases of Home Improvement. 
Serving the Dover Middletown area.
Free Estimates



BaytoBayNews.com  | a monthly companion to the daily state news |  Middletown Smyrna Independent  |  May/June 2025  33  

VOTING IS NOW OPEN 
THRU JUNE 30!   

Presented by:Stars of Delaware Entertainment Sponsor:

Let the 
Voting 
Begin!

Interested in learning how your business or organization can participate in Stars of Delaware? 
 Contact Adsupport@iniusa.org or 302-741-8200

Vote online at:
StarsOfDelaware.com

Stars of Delaware is an exciting honor for your favorite local businesses to be awarded the 
top prize in their category.

Vote for your favorites as many times as you want in as many categories as you want, just be
sure to complete your votes by the end of the day on Monday, June 30.

All winners will be honored at a special event this September and will have the opportunity to 
say Thank You to your supporters in the Stars of Delaware Keepsake publishing September 7.

DAILY

STATE NEWS
BayToBayNews.comBayToBayNews.comatatPart of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USAPart of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA
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‘Labor of love’: Sculpting shaping up for Smyrna’s Bailey
By Craig Anderson

Middletown Smyrna Independent

SMYRNA — Creating a sculp-
ture begins with a vision, followed by 
many more of them.

Eventually, a few of them remain 
in marble, granite or precious stone.

That’s Richard Bailey’s process, 
which has resulted in an array of 
sculpted pieces since 1963.

“The tools include a hammer and 
chisel, but first of all, you need a 
pencil,” said the 84-year-old lifelong 
Smyrna resident. “You have to have 
an idea. You write the idea down. 
Then, you make 10 more.”

Choosing the “best of the best” of 
those intentions is how a work devel-
ops, he added.

It’s a procedure that has worked 
well for the artist, who has sold more 
than 800 carvings since he began 
sculpting as a child.

“What really got me started was 
when I went to First Presbyterian 
Church, where my mother was a 
Sunday school teacher,” he said. “So, 
I asked God, ‘What do you want me 
to do?’ He said, ‘I want you to work 
in stone.’”

From that point on, Mr. Bailey 
determined that it’s “fun working for 
God because he supplies all I need.”

His first sculpture was a 100-pound 
marble rendition of President Abra-
ham Lincoln’s head, which Mr. Bai-
ley said took two years to complete 
and is housed at his residence.

“I love to cut with a hammer and 
chisel. It’s so much fun to knock the 
rock off and then beat it,” he ex-
plained. “It’s a labor of love to finish 
the rock. You have to really love the 
stone to do all the work that has to be 
done.

“You start with a very coarse grit, 
and you go to a very, very fine grit, 
and it’s labor-intensive.”

Working in the medium has also 
allowed him to travel near and far to 
find usable stones — places like Ver-

mont, Arizona, Florida, Maine and 
Colorado, Mr. Bailey said.

During his sculpting journey, he 
studied at the Delaware Art Center 
in Wilmington; The Art Students 
League and The New School for So-

cial Research in New York City; and 
in Carrara, Italy. Plus, he’s taught 
stone-sculpting classes for Smyrna 
High School and the Rehoboth Art 

COMMUNITY

At home in Smyrna, Richard Bailey holds a fish he sculpted from marble. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

• See Sculpting on page 35
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Local Drinks
& Dining
We take pride in delivering great 

food, value and service to our 
friends and neighbors here in
the community. Thanks for 

supporting our family business!

Monday: $1 OFF Smash Burgers
Wednesday: $2 Tacos Noon-7pm
Thursday: $9.95 Lunch Sandwich
Friday: Seafood Night
Saturday: Flat Bread 
Sunday: Dollar Wings & $5 Tito’s

510 Jefferic Blvd., Dover
(302) 659-2110

www.facebook.com/wolfiesgrilleandbar

Monday – 11am-5pmMonday – 11am-5pm
Tuesday and Wednesday Tuesday and Wednesday 

11am-10pm11am-10pm
Thursday – SaturdayThursday – Saturday

 11-12am 11-12am
Sunday Noon-9pmSunday Noon-9pm

WINGSWINGS

Unwind today. You deserve it

From relaxing 
massages to 

revitalizing body 
treatments, we are 

dedicated to helping 
you feel your absolute 

best.

Now 
Highlighting:

• Aromatherapy 
massages

• Thai massage 
(a new service 

we are offering)
• Full-body 

scrubs & wraps

Healing Hands Spa
4411 Summit Bridge Rd., Middletown, DE 19709

(302) 897-9822

Exclusive Exclusive 
Discounts OfferedDiscounts Offered

Experience the perfect 
getaway at Healing 
Hands Spa, where 
your wellness is 
our top concern. 

We are delighted to 
provide discounts 

for teachers, 
seniors, healthcare 
professionals, and 

military 
members.

Ask Ask 
about our about our 
massage massage 

series series 
package!package!

League.
And, while selling marble table-

tops to more than 100 antiques deal-
ers during his career, he also authored 
a 204-page, 175-picture book, “A 
Sculptor’s Miracles.”

Those interested in his artwork 
can view a 10-piece display at the 
Smyrna Opera House, 7 W. South 
St. In addition, Mr. Bailey has rough-

ly 200 items for sale, which can be 
seen via appointment at his 90 Smyr-
na Landing Road home.

He offers marble top replacements 
and finishing services for antiques, as 
well.

For information, email marbleart-
man@gmail.com, call 302-653-4810 
or 302-399-9777, or visit richardh-
bailey.com.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached 
at 302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org. 

Follow @DSNAnderson on X.

At home in Smyrna, Richard Bailey holds a fish he sculpted from marble. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

Sculpting
Continued From Page 34

Richard Bailey stands next to his first sculpture, a rendering of Abraham Lincoln created in 1963. For 
video with this story, visit baytobaynews.com. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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Carry the Load feels the love in Smyrna
COMMUNITY

Memorial Day 
proponents make 
stop in First State

By Craig Anderson
Middletown Smyrna Independent

SMYRNA — While the Carry the 
Load bus arrived behind schedule 
May 1, its travelers were no less wel-
comed when stopping for the night at 
Pratt Farm Lodge.

The bus was greeted by members 
of Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
8801 and others, who provided food, 
drink and an opportunity to freshen 
up.

Jason Santos, the East Coast man-
ager for the Carry the Load nation-
al event, said he and the contingent 
were grateful.

“The Smyrna-Clayton (area), 
really over the years, has been just 
fantastic,” he said. “We were greet-
ed with open arms, and it feels like 
home.”

Mr. Santos and his travel partners 
are on a mission to promote the vir-
tues of Memorial Day with a trip that 
began April 28 in West Point, New 
York, and concludes in Dallas on 
May 26.

Twelve national cemeteries are on 
the list of stops, as well, he said.

“Our primary mission is to restore 
the true mission of Memorial Day — 
providing awareness and just giving 
the people the opportunity to reflect 
on what the day is about, the sacrific-
es of those who have gone before us,” 
he added.

“And not just the sacrifices of our 
military but also our hometown he-
roes, our first responders, our police, 
our firemen, (emergency medical ser-
vices) and their families,” he said.

The day after the visitors arrived, 
Post 8801 leaders brought in various 

veterans organizations to the Car-
ry the Load gathering at their 4941 
Wheatleys Pond Road location. The 
post has hosted the Memorial Day 
initiative every year since 2021.

Also, visitors could walk 1.8- or 
4.2-mile loops to salute veterans who 
have died serving their country. Ap-
proximately 150 people took part in 
the event in some way, spokesperson 
Arlene Collier-Mankin said.

According to its website, “Carry 
The Load is a non-profit organization 
that exists to preserve the sanctity of 
Memorial Day through community 
gatherings and storytelling to unite 
Americans in appreciation for the 
sacrifices made by a few who carried 
the load for all.

“What started in 2011 as a grass-
roots effort by two veteran U.S. Navy 
SEALs has now grown into a nation-
wide movement with people honor-

ing and remembering our nation’s 
heroes throughout the year.”

For information, visit carrythe-
load.org.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached 
at 302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org. 

Follow @DSNAnderson on X.

The Carry the Load bus visited Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8801 in Smyrna on May 1. For video with this story, visit baytobaynews.com. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA 
INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

Attending the Carry the Load event are, front row, from left, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8801 mem-
bers Bruce Furman and Al Patillo. Back row, from left, are Stephen Williams Jr., Lisa Kochel and Arlene 
Collier-Mankin. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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MIDDLETOWN HIGH TRACK AND FIELD

Middletown High’s boys won their first-ever DIAA Division I track and field title on May 17 at Dover High. The Cavaliers 800 meter relay team of Brandon Jervey, Logan Elmore, Zamir Miller and Messai Manor 
won the final event of the meet to clinch the title. PHOTO COURTESY OF MIDDLETOWN HIGH TRACK AND FIELD

iddletown High’s girls finished second at the  DIAA Division I track and field meet May 17 at Dover High. Taylor Stone won the 100- and 300-meter hurdle titles, and the high jump. PHOTO COURTESY OF MIDDLETOWN 
HIGH TRACK AND FIELD 
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20895 BAYSIDE AVE. • ROCK HALL, MD 21661 • 410-639-9996 • harborshack@yahoo.com

LUNCH • DINNER • TAKE AWAY • DOCKING AVAILABLE • IN-HOUSE CATERED PARTIES

Open at 11:30amOpen at 11:30am
Thursday- MondayThursday- Monday

Closed Tuesday & WednesdayClosed Tuesday & Wednesday

625 N. DuPont Blvd., Milford

CALL US OR VISIT US ONLINE
302-315-2019 • DelPd.com

Dental Exams | Dental Cleanings | Dental Crowns  | Dental Sealants  
Extractions | Sedation Options  | White Fillings | X-Rays and More!

MAKE THIS YOUR CHILD’S DENTAL HOME
From Middletown to Millsboro, we offer:

• Comprehensive dental care of toddlers to teens
• Minimally invasive treatments
• Child centered dental care in a friendly environment
• Sedation options
• Walk-ins and emergencies are welcome

KEEPING 
LITTLE TEETH 

HEALTHY

depediatricdentist

Zamir Miller was part of Middletown High’s boys track and field state championship squad. SPECIAL TO THE 
MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/GARY EMEIGH

Middletown High’s Taylor Stone won three individual state championshisps. PHOTO COURTESY OF MIDDLETOWN 
TRACK AND FIELD

MIDDLETOWN HIGH TRACK AND FIELD
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Saturday, June 14, 2025
More info at: 

DelmarvaEvents.net

SCENES FROM THESCENES FROM THE

2024 DOVER CON2024 DOVER CON
SCENES FROM THESCENES FROM THE

2024 DOVER CON2024 DOVER CON

Produced by

DAILY

STATE NEWS
BayToBayNews.comBayToBayNews.comatat

Part of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USAPart of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA

Sponsored by

Support of many local partners including:

Dover Public Library, Red Bandana, The Biggs Museum of American Art, Delaware Historical & Cultural Affairs, First State Heritage Park, and TKO Productions/DCW ProWrestling
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Our Commitment Runs Deep  |  Bayhealth.org/Cancer-Institute

YOU HAVE CANCER?
WE HAVE YOU.

Bayhealth Cancer Institute is where you’ll � nd the region’s most comprehensive team of cancer specialists — 
experts in all cancer-fighting disciplines. We’re home to next-generation technology. Our approach 

to treatment plans is precise and personalized just for you based on the genetic makeup of your cancer 
and helps ensure that your first course of treatment is the right course of treatment.

For an appointment or second opinion, call 302-310-8000.

Scan and Learn
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