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12403 Augustine Herman Hwy, Kennedyville, MD • 410-708-5885
5 miles South of Galena on Rt. 213 • 1/2 Mile North of Kennedyville

Visit us on

Family Owned & Operated!Family Owned & Operated!
Golf Cart Sales, Service & Rental

Trade-Ins Welcome • Financing Available 
LSV Street Legal Packages Available! 

Pick up & Delivery Available.  
Call For Details!

LARGEST

DEALER ON THE EAST COAST

www.allprokustomz.orgwww.allprokustomz.org

&

WE TAG & TITLE NEW LSV’S 
WE TAG & TITLE NEW LSV’S ON PREMISES FOR

ON PREMISES FORTHE STATE OF MD!
THE STATE OF MD!

GAS & ELECTRIC CARTS AVAILABLE!
GAS & ELECTRIC CARTS AVAILABLE!

19 Years Sales & 
Service Experience 

We Sell New  
& Used Carts 
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ONLINE ORDERING

20+ years serving delicious 
sandwiches, coffee, and 
smoothies in the heart of 
Chestertown, Maryland.

Check us out for your next catered event

14 Washington Square, Chestertown, MD
In the Redner’s Shopping Center! 410-778-2688
Hours: Mon-Sat 7AM- 3PM  • Sunday 8AM- 3PM

www.playsitagainsam.com

for faster pickup!

5701 S. MAIN ST. • ROCK HALL, MD  
410-639-4101 \\ villagequiltingllc@gmail.com

     MON., TUES., WED., FRI. & SAT. 10 AM – 3 PM
      THUR. 10 AM – 6PM \\ SUNDAY 11 AM – 2 PM

First-Quality Fabrics • Quilting Books & Patterns First-Quality Fabrics • Quilting Books & Patterns 
Notions, Thread, Gifts & More • Notions, Thread, Gifts & More • Long Arm Quilting Studio  Long Arm Quilting Studio  

Retail Quilting • Embroidery SuppliesRetail Quilting • Embroidery Supplies

Featuring
108” Quilt Back

LARGE ASSORTMENT OF COLORS AND 
PATTERNS IN STOCK

OPEN 
7 DAYS

RROOCCKK  HHAALLLL,,  MMDD
Your Chesapeake Bay GetawayYour Chesapeake Bay Getaway
Relax, Explore and Enjoy Relax, Explore and Enjoy 
life on the Eastern Shorelife on the Eastern Shore

Fishing, Boating, Birdwatching, Hiking,
Biking, Dining, Shopping, Overnight Lodging
and much More!

For more information visit us online at www.rockhallmd.com
Best Sunset
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Open at 11:30am
Thursday-Monday

Closed Tuesday and Wednesday

20895 BAYSIDE AVE. • ROCK HALL, MD 21661 • 410-639-9996 • harborshack@yahoo.com

LUNCH - DINNER - TAKE AWAY
DOCKING AVAILABLE

IN-HOUSE CATERED PARTIES
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ON THE COVER
Rehoboth Beach by Lee Mullarkey, Dover. 

Summertime is here!
At long last, it is finally summertime! With any 

luck, you are in a lounge chair on your porch, or 
on your favorite beach, sipping a cold beverage 
and relaxing in the sun. Summer on the Delmarva 
Peninsula is a glorious time. Beaches and bays to 
explore, kayaking and boating, fishing and crab-
bing - so much to do! Nature trails, community 
events, farmers markets, and shopping await those 
looking for adventure. There is so much to do - so 
many possibilities - and, ideally, time to relax and 
soak it all up, too. So, here, we offer a few options 
for your consideration - places to visit, things to 
do, all with spectacular views. The Chesapeake and 
coastal bays, along with rivers and tributaries call 
to be explored. Small business owners are ready to 
greet you in our Main Street communities. Mu-
sic, food, entertainment, special events - it’s all 
out there, waiting for you. We hope you choose 

to make some memories at the places highlighted 
within these pages. Small businesses, local favor-
ites, out-of- the-way secrets - they are all within 
reach, and we are here to guide you. Enjoy your 
summer!

Carrie Samis
Editor

Summertime is here!

Bay to the Beach is a joint effort publication

Designed by Jamie Bobbitt • Carrie Samis, Editor
Advertising: adsupport@iniusa.org  • 302-741-8200 • BayToBayNews.com

COUNTY 
TIMES

BayToBayNews.comBayToBayNews.comatat
Part of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USAPart of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA

BayToBayNews.comBayToBayNews.comatat
Part of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USAPart of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA

DORCHESTER 
BANNER

BayToBayNews.comBayToBayNews.comatat
Part of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USAPart of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA

SALISBURY 
INDEPENDENT

DAILY

STATE NEWS
BayToBayNews.comBayToBayNews.comatat

Part of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USAPart of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA
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2478 Unit G Centreville Rd  
Centreville, MD
(443) 262-8029

601 Washington Ave  
Chestertown, MD

(667) 319-2017
www.afterglow-salon.com

Open 7 Days a Week

UV Tanning | Spray Tans  | Lash Extensions | Esthetics

OUR BEST IS 
WHEN YOU’RE 
AT YOUR BEST!

WEAR A SUN-KISSED 
GLOW EVERY DAY! RODS AND REELS AVAILABLE RODS AND REELS AVAILABLE 

TO RENT THIS SUMMERTO RENT THIS SUMMER
Bring On the Warm Weather Bring On the Warm Weather AND FISHINGAND FISHING!!

GET YOUR RODS REPAIRED GET YOUR RODS REPAIRED 
& REELS SPOOLED & REELS SPOOLED 

Before the Season Kicks Into Gear!Before the Season Kicks Into Gear!

Give me a call I can get you ready!
Locally Owned And Operated

443-480-8065

Tip and Guide 
Repair FREE for 
First Responders 
& Active/Retired 
Military

21326 E Sharp St, Rock Hall, MD

thehickorystick.com

Open 7 days a week 
10am-5pm

410-639-7980

NAUTICAL • GIFTS • JEWELRY
WOMEN’S APPAREL

Best Gift Shop

Handbags

Whether you’re at home 
enjoying a glass of wine and a 
good book or getting together 
with friends for a barbeque 
or going on vacation with the 
family, wild palms is there to 
wrap you in colors and styles 
you will enjoy for years to 
come.

Cotton ComfortSummertime is here!Summertime is here!
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1994 - 2025

31
Anniversary

ST

15 E Glenwood Ave, Smyrna
(302) 653-3466 DINE-IN · TAKEOUT

Voted Best Voted Best 
Happy HourHappy Hour

Betsy Ross RestRauRant & BaR

Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 
11am-11pm • Saturday and Sunday 9am-11pm 

Closed Tuesday
Brunch Served Saturday and Sunday Morning 

9am-1pm

Join the fun
Music
Bingo

&

Every Monday Starting at 6pm

DJ Wait A Minute
$1 Wings!

FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS
 ALL NIGHT!

Every Wednesday 
Starting at 6pm

FREE FOR 
EVERYONE 
TO PLAY!

Twice a 
Month

Featuring Featuring 
Drink  &Drink  &
Dinner Dinner 
SpecialsSpecials

Dine in only

Kent County, MD
Your Summer Destination

By Carrie Samis
Editor

Only two hours from Philadelphia, Washington, 
DC, Annapolis and Northern Virginia, Kent Coun-
ty, Maryland, occupies a scenic peninsula, where 
the Chester and Sassafras Rivers flow into the Ches-
apeake Bay - offering a serene summer escape. The 
oldest mid-Atlantic port of entry, historic Ches-
tertown lies along the banks of the Chester River. 
Named among the state’s most significant arts com-
munities by the Maryland State Arts Council, arts 
and entertainment abound here, as do War of 1812 
sites along the Star-Spangled Banner National His-
toric Trail. Rich with beautiful scenery and diverse 
activities, Kent County offers visitors plenty to do. 

Any day of the week, visitors can dine, drink and ex-
plore the nature, history and culture of Kent County. 
Fresh seafood, farmers markets, boutique shops, and 
delicious eateries will fill your mind, body, and soul. 
Visit kentcounty.com to plan your trip.

Here are a few special Kent County events to 
check out this summer!

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S 
50TH HOUSE & GARDEN TOUR: 

HIDDEN GEMS OF CHESTERTOWN
A House & Garden tour showcasing rarely-seen prop-

erties: Historic homes ranging from 18th-century resi-
dences to early 20th-century Craftsman styles, all beau-
tifully kept and nestled within a charming and walkable 
neighborhood in Chestertown’s Historic District. 
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Docents at each location will share insights into 
the history, design, and evolution of these remarkable 
homes. Guests will receive a keepsake brochure com-
plete with photos, descriptions, and historic Chester-
town highlights. 

Saturday , June 7, 2025   |  11 am - 4 pm
Location: Bordley History Center - 301 High St.
Contact: Historical Society of Kent County
Phone: 410-778-3499
Email: director@kentcountyhistory.org
URL: tickettailor.com/events/historicalsociety-
ofkentcounty/1652277

ANTIQUE AIRPLANE FLY-IN AT 
MASSEY AERODROME

Fans of aviation are invit-
ed to the first new Massey 
Antique Airplane Fly-In. 
Massey Aerodrome contin-
ues the 55 year tradition of 
the old Horn Point Fly-In. 
Good weather will attract 
over 100 antique & classic 
aircraft, many taildraggers 
and biplanes. Watch them land & take-off from our 
excellent photo and viewing area overlooking the 
runway. Hear the unique sound of radial engines. 
Tour the Massey Air Museum, DC-3, An-2 & han-
gars. FREE Admission. Family Friendly. 10 AM to 
2 PM. The Millington Community Fire Co. will be 
selling refreshments.

Saturday , June 21, 2025   |  10 am - 2 pm
Location: 33541 Maryland Line Rd., Massey, MD 
21650
Contact: Massey Aerodrome & Air Museum
Phone: 410-928-5270
Email: email@masseyaero.org
URL:  masseyaero.org
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ELEGANT AFTERNOON TEA AT 
BRAMPTON 1860

Visit Brampton 1860 for 
an exquisite afternoon filled 
with charm and tradition. In-
dulge in a delightful selection 
of the finest teas and delecta-
ble treats that will transport 
you to a world of refined el-
egance. Immerse yourself 
in the serene surroundings 
and savor every sip and bite. 
Whether you are celebrating 
a special occasion or simply 
seeking a luxurious escape, Brampton’s Elegant Af-
ternoon Tea promises to be an unforgettable experi-
ence. 

Sunday , July 27, 2025   |  2:00pm - 3:30pm
Location: Brampton 1860 - 25227 Chestertown Rd, 
Chestertown MD 21620
Contact: Brampton 1860
Phone: 410-778-1860
Email: innkeeper@bramptoninn.com
URL: bramptoninn.com

Additional dates and private events available. 

PIRATES AND WENCHES WEEKEND 
Come as you ARRRR to Rock Hall, MD for the 

18th annual Pirates and Wenches Weekend! August 
8-10, landlubbers and buccaneers, young and old, 
will once again set sail to Rock Hall, Md., for the 
town’s 2024 “Best of the Bay” award-winning Pirates 
and Wenches Weekend. Bring your boat, anchor out 
or raft up with your mates.

Whether you come by sea or come by land, you 
are sure to make lifelong memories in the Town of 
Rock Hall. The entire town will be in the pirate spirit 
as merchants, re-enactors, musicians and other per-
formers evoke the Golden Age of Piracy on the high 
seas. Main Street will be alive with vendors, music, 
pirate performers and plenty of grub and grog.

Start the weekend on Friday with a rum tasting and 
sea shanty sing-a-long. Grab a bite to eat at any - or 
all - of the region’s many award-winning restaurants, 
settle in and enjoy the night’s live entertainment of-
fered by some of the town’s local watering holes and 
take time to relax under the stars.

On Saturday afternoon, visit Rock Hall Harbor 
for stunning views of the Chesapeake Bay and, if you 
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302-698-9000
info@knightsfinejewelry.com • www.knightsfinejewelry.com

New & Pre-owned  Jewelry  
Jewelry Repair • Custom-made Jewelry  

Engraving • Citizen Watches

Where it’s Always Fun to Shop
240 E. Camden Wyoming Ave., Camden

 There’s Only One...  

Knight’s Fine Jewelry

have one, get your dinghy or small boat decorated for 
the Decorated Flotilla and Pirate Poker Run. The tra-
dition of the perpetual Graybeard’s trophy continues 
and will be handed down to the Best Decorated Boat.

Rock Hall’s public beach will be home to the an-
nual Beach Party featuring live music. And yes, you 
ARRRR encouraged to wear your best - or most 
raggedy - pirate attire. Before the party begins, kids 
are encouraged to come and plunder the treasures of 
Graybeard on Rock Hall’s beach. Raffle tickets will 
also be available for chances to win lots of local trea-
sure. Tickets can be purchased at the Beach Party, 
Sea Shanty Sing-A-Long, Buccaneer’s Ball and on 
Main Street. Proceeds will support local non-profits.

Official Pirates and Wenches souvenir merchan-
dise will be available for purchase during the weekend 

at the sing-a-long, Beach Party and on Main Street. 
Lots of pirate performers offering up music and may-
hem during the weekend. Little scallywags will find 
much to do with entertainment, games, treasure hunt, 
pirate encampment and more, all weekend long. Sun-
day offers more music and fun on Main Street. 

There is plenty of anchorages, dockage, and raft-
up space available – as well as plenty of parking for 
those arriving by land. Public parking and transpor-
tation will help make getting around safe and wor-
ry-free. For more information check out www.rock-
hallpirates.com.

Rock Hall’s Pirates and Wenches Weekend is a 
town-wide theme party. The weekend-long event 
features live entertainment and Pirate performers, 
costume contests, treasure hunts, kids’ activities, 
merchants, and more fun for the whole family. 

August 8-10, 2025
Location: Rock Hall, MD, town-wide
Contact: Main Street Rock Hall
Phone: 410-639-7779
Email: mainstreetrockhall@gmail.com
URL: rockhallpirates.com
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By Carrie Samis
Editor 

Agritourism grows more than 
food - it generates jobs, boosts eco-
nomic development and attracts 
tourists, providing guests with 
unique, authentic connections to 
the land, water, and local culture.  

FARM STAY
For Dana Zucker, agritourism is 

a way of life. In 2019, Dana and 
David Zucker purchased a 68-acre 
estate located on the Manokin 
River in Westover, MD. When it 
became available, they purchased 
the adjacent farm, bringing the to-
tal acreage to 115, with a mile of 
waterfront. Central to the property 
is Clifton, a historic home built in 
1804. Over the next couple years, 
the Zuckers transformed the prop-
erty into a thriving agritourism 

operation. They named it Sugar 
Water Manor, as their last name, 
Zucker, means sugar. Guest lodg-
es - The Homestead, The Farm-
house, and The Loft - provide 
comfortable accommodations for 
a getaway weekend, weeklong 
vacations or an extended retreat. 
Sugar Water Manor offers bed 
and breakfast guests the unique 
opportunity to stay on a working 
farm. Each morning, a delicious 
homemade breakfast is delivered 
to guests, featuring farm-fresh eggs 
and fresh-baked treats. Herbs, 
vegetables and fruits grown on the 
farm are a staple and vary by sea-
son. Guests who choose to fully 
immerse in farm life have the op-
portunity take a barn tour, collect 
eggs, and meet the farm’s full-time 
residents, which include chickens, 
ducks, geese, goats, donkeys, cats 

and dogs. Those who wish to may 
also help in the gardens, which in-
volve a variety of fields and farm-
ing methods, including raised 
beds, cold frames, and “Back to 
Eden” plots, a regenerative, no-
till, organic garden practice. 

With direct access to the Ma-
nokin River, guests may swim, 
kayak, fish and crab. Guests also 
have access to a beautiful pool, fire 
pit and grill, and trails through a 
dedicated monarch waystation, 
planted with hundreds of milk-
weed plants and other pollinator 
plant species. The area provides 
host plants for numerous butterfly 
species and important food sources 
for their larvae, other insects, and 
birds. For those who enjoy bird-
watching, the variety of habitats 

Agritourism - growing 
food, economy, tourism

Continued on page 14
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Celebrating 72 Years in business

Specializing in Crabs
FULL MENU AVAILABLE

NO ONE UNDER 21 ADMITTED  CARRY OUT AVAILABLE
283 Front St., Leipsic, DE • 302-674-9724

CRABS

Open Monday-Saturday 9am-9pm • Closed Sunday

Opening
April 2!



14  BAY TO THE BEACH SUMMER 2025

GROW YOUR
BUSINESS
WITH US

Bay to the Beach is a quarterly 
publication that reaches over 

100,000 READERS in Kent and 
Sussex Counties in Delaware and 

the Eastern Shore of Maryland!

SPRING 2025
READY FOR SPRING + SUMMER CAMP GUIDE

WEDDING GUIDE INSIDE

Call today to advertise in our next edition!
adsupport@iniusa.org \\ 302-741-8200

Antiques  Artisans   Gifts
A unique shop located in the heart of historic 

downtown Milton, DE.  50+ dealers who are stocked 
with wonderful antiques, gifts, jewelry, vintage items, 

art, beach décor, and so much more!
109 Union Street Milton, DE 19968   (302) 664-1840

Business hours - 7 Days a Week:  11 am - 5 pm

A n t i q u e s  |  A r t i s a n s  |  G i f t s

109 Union Street Milton, DE 19968 
(302) 664-1840

Open 7 Days a Week: 11 am - 5 pm
Closed Tuesdays in March and April 

A unique shop located in the 
heart of historic downtown 

Milton, DE. 50+ dealers who 
are stocked with wonderful 

antiques, gifts, jewelry, 
vintage items, art, beach 

décor, and so much more!

A unique shop located in the heart 
of historic downtown Milton, DE. 

50+ dealers who are stocked with 
wonderful antiques, gifts, jewelry, 

vintage items, art, beach décor, and 
so much more!

109 Union Street Milton, DE 19968 
(302) 664-1840 

Open 7 Days a Week: 11 am - 5 pm  
Closed Tuesdays in March and April 

on the property provide excellent opportunities to en-
joy a diversity of birds, including marsh species, wa-
terfowl, grassland birds, forest-interior dwellers, owls 
and other birds of prey, too. During the spring and 
fall migration, the property is bustling with bird ac-
tivity. Red-headed woodpeckers nest on the proper-
ty, as do warblers, nuthatches, flycatchers, and more. 
During the winter months, common loons, tundra 
swans and buffleheads can be seen from the river’s 
edge. Throughout the year, resident bald eagles can 
be seen daily. Sugar Water Manor and Farm butts up 
to Raccoon Point, a county park, which offers more 
opportunities to watch wildlife and enjoy nature.

 
FARM-TO-TABLE

In 2024, the Zuck-
ers expanded their 
operation, adding a 
restaurant and hotel 
to their agritourism 
portfolio. Located less 
than eight miles from 
Sugar Water Man-
or, Sugar Water 1744 
restaurant, located 
inside the historic 
Washington Hotel, 
opened in May 2024. 
Located in historic 
downtown Princess 
Anne, the property 
has been an anchor in the town for nearly 280 years. 
The restaurant specializes in farm- and water-to-table 
dining, featuring locally-grown/raised and harvested 
produce and meat. Fresh eggs, herbs, honey and jams 
are supplied by Sugar Water Manor and Farm, sup-
plemented by produce grown by other local farmers. 
Local waterman and waterwomen deliver fish, softs-
hell crabs and oysters directly to the restaurant year-
round. Recently, the Zuckers have expanded to in-
clude a market, too, offering Sugar Water Farm eggs, 
locally-grown flowers from Teacup Flower Compa-
ny, lavender syrups and sachets from North of Eden 
Farm, beeswax candles, and other unique gifts.

Book an escape to Sugar Water Manor at sugarwa-
termanor.com. Dining reservations for Sugar Water 
1744 and room reservations for the historic Washing-
ton Hotel are available at sugarwater1744.com. 

Continued from page 12

Continued on page 15
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FARMERS MARKETS
Farmers markets are also an important part of the 

growing agritourism industry. Nothing says summer-
time like a farmers market chock full of fresh, local-
ly-grown vegetables, fruit, flowers and more. Farmers 
markets offer people a wonderful opportunity to con-
nect with and get to know their local farmers. They 
can also be an effective draw for tourists. The Berlin 
Farmers Market is the perfect example.

Recently recognized as the ‘Best Event’ by the 
Maryland Tourism Coalition, the Berlin Farmers 
Market is a producers only market features over 50 
farmers, food cultivators, bakers, distillers, local-
ly-harvested seafood, locally-raised meat, live music 
and more.

“We were so grateful to receive this recognition, 
which highlights our community and the hard work 
of so many who make the market possible,” said Ivy 
Wells, Director of Economic and Community Devel-
opment for Berlin. “The Berlin Farmers Market has 
grown to be more than just a market. The economic 
impact of the market is undeniable, and we are so ap-
preciative of the support from our community,” con-
tinued Wells.

The Berlin Farmers Market reflects Berlin’s on-
going efforts to create unique experiences for both 
residents and visitors while promoting local art, food, 
and culture. The Berlin Farmers Market is open on 
Sundays from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m., in downtown Ber-
lin, MD. Learn more at theberlinfarmersmarket.com.

Need help finding a farmers market close to you? 
Find Maryland farmers markets at mda.maryland.gov. 
Find Delaware farmers markets at agriculture.dela-
ware.gov.

Continued from page 14

Farm-to-table deliciousness at Sugar Water 1744
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By Carrie Samis
Editor

Monarch butterflies are an iconic species, easi-
ly recognized and identified by people of all ages. 
In 2022, the International Union of Nature Conser-
vation officially added migratory monarch butterfly 
(Danaus plexippus plexippus) to the IUCN Red List 
of Threatened Species as Endangered, threatened by 
habitat destruction and climate change. 

The Red List is a science-based worldwide au-
thority on wildlife populations. If the U.S. follows 
suit and adds the monarch to our Federal Endangered 

Species list, as proposed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS), it will be afforded additional pro-
tections authorized by the Endangered Species Act. 
However, as individuals, we can all take action now. 

School children learn about the monarch butter-
fly life cycle in school. Monarchs are often used to 
illustrate basic science concepts such as warning col-
oration, biomimicry, and the relationship between 
insects and their host plants. The natural history of 
the monarch is fascinating. Adults lay their eggs on 
the underside of milkweed. A hatchling caterpillar 
emerges from the egg, devours its nutritious eggshell 
and then begins to feed on the leaf of the milkweed, 
its host plant. 

At this point, it is barely visible to the naked eye. 
As it develops, it molts, or sheds its skin, and contin-
ues to grow.  Not until its third molt is the caterpillar 
able to eat through its entire leaf. As it grows, its dis-
tinctive stripe pattern is easy to spot, along with its 
filaments, which are sensory organs. Its smaller an-
tennae are located near its mandibles, which are the 
mouthparts it uses to munch leaves. 

The monarch progresses through five instar phases, 
during which time it grows by approximately 3,000 
percent --  from less than 0.2 inches to more than an 
inch long. After about two weeks as a caterpillar, once 

Continued on page 17

Six things you can do Six things you can do 
to protect Monarch to protect Monarch 

butterfliesbutterflies
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full size and plump, it crawls -- with its undulating 
pedipalps -- to a safe place to pupate. While in its 
chrysalis, the monarch transforms and, after eight to 
14 days, emerges as a butterfly.

In the fall, millions of monarchs migrate south for 
the winter, traveling as far as California and Mexico. 
During each migration, a new generation makes the 
3,000-mile journey. Monarch migration may be wit-
nessed along the Atlantic coast and throughout the 
Chesapeake Bay region.

Want to help monarchs? 
Here are six actions you can take: 
1. Plant native milkweed, the host plant of mon-

archs. Stick to these three species -- common milk-
weed, swamp milkweed, and butterfly weed. They 
are easy to grow and offer a nutritious food source 
at every stage of the monarch’s development. Avoid 
planting exotic milkweed species that are not native 
to our area. They can upset the balance of local eco-
system. Learn more about monarchs at xerces.org.

2. Endeavor to create habitat -- in your yard and in 
your community -- that is beneficial to the monarch 

Continued from page 16

Continued on page 18
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Continued from page 16
and other local species. Incorporate na-
tive plant species whenever possible. 
They offer the most benefit to native 
wildlife and they are adapted to our 
climate and growing conditions. Many 
other species -- not just the monarch 
-- will benefit from improved habitat. 
Check out inaturalist.org to learn more 
about the variety of plant and animal 
species found in your region. 

3. If you have a lawn, reduce its size 
with some attractive native plant bor-
ders or planted beds. As much as we 
love lawns, they are not a great habitat 
for local wildlife. Lawn reduction also 
reduces the need for pesticides and her-
bicides, neither of which are good for 
monarchs. If you’re looking for plants, 
look to organizations like the Lower 
Shore Land Trust and Delaware Na-
ture Society. They offer native plant 
sales every spring. Visit lowershore-
landtrust.org and delawarenaturesoci-
ety.org for more information. 

4. If you or someone you know 
loves science, participate in wildlife 
monitoring programs, such as the In-
tegrated Monarch Monarch Program. 
Collecting data helps scientists better 
understand wildlife populations and 
the threats they face. Learn more at 
monarchjointventure.org. 

5. Climate change is the biggest 
threat to monarchs and other species, 
including humans. While individual 
actions do help, we need large-scale ac-
tions taken by corporations, industries 
and government to tackle the problem. 
Learn more about and advocate for cli-
mate legislation at the local, state, and 
federal level.

6. Follow a butterfly. Get outside 
and soak up some nature. It’s good for 
your body, mind, and soul. Spending 
time in nature reduces stress, too. Find 
a patch of milkweed and check out all 
the species that thrive there. Follow a 
monarch as it flits from flower to flower. 
Then do something to help ensure their 
survival.
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The Prints of Rockwell Kent:
Selections from the 

Ralf C. Nemec Collection
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Kinetic Wonders:
by Paul Daniel

Award Winners XXV:
DDOA Individual 

Artist Fellows

Free admission brought to you by

THURSDAY - SUNDAY 10 AM - 5 PM
406 FEDERAL ST. DOVER, DE 19977
WWW.THEBIGGSMUSEUM.ORG

FIND YOUR CREATIVE
SANCTUARY THIS SUMMER

Escape the everyday and find peace and inspiration within our tranquil
gallery spaces and creative workshops.
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NASCAR fans can 
experience taste 

of Delaware
Tourism agency  
to run shuttles from 
Dover speedway  
to fair and beaches

By Mike Finney
Daily State News

DOVER — When it comes to 
the heavy hitters of Delaware tour-
ism, the Sussex County beach-
es, the Delaware State Fair and 
the Dover Motor Speedway are 
among the top picks.

With that in mind, the Dela-
ware Tourism Office has come up 
with a unique plan.

Between July 17-19 — when 
NASCAR’s annual visit to Do-
ver coincides with the state fair 
in Harrington   — visitors can use 
shuttles provided by the office 

to travel between the speedway, 
the fair and the Rehoboth Beach 
Bandstand. And back again.

“There is truly nothing like ex-
periencing a summer day at Del-
aware’s beaches or our state fair, 
and we are thrilled to partner with 
the speedway to make this unique 
experience available to the NA-
SCAR fans visiting our state in 
July,” said the agency’s director, 
Jessica Welch.

“By providing this opportunity 
to these fans coming from around 
the world, we hope they will con-
sider planning a future trip to Del-
aware to see all that our state has 
to offer.”

The shuttles are compli-
mentary, but advance registration 
is required at dovermotorspeed-
way.com/fans/shuttle.

There will be a pair of buses July 
17, 18 and 19 to ensure that NA-

SCAR fans don’t miss a minute of 
action on the “Monster Mile.”

On July 17, a shuttle will leave 
Dover for Rehoboth Beach at 11 
a.m. and leave the beach at 3 p.m. 
One will also depart the speedway 
for the state fair at noon and will 
return from Harrington at 4 p.m.

The schedules will be similar, 
but an hour earlier, on July 18 and 
19. Passengers will be back at the 
track before the green flag waves 
at 5 on July 18 for the General 
Tire 150 ARCA Menards Series 
race and at 4:30 on July 19 for the 
BetRivers 200 NASCAR Xfinity 
Series race.

Mike Tatoian, president and 
general manager of Dover Motor 
Speedway, is on board with the 
idea.

“We are incredibly proud of the 
top summer destinations the First 
State has to offer visitors from all 
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over the world,” Mr. Tatoian said. 
“Our team is making it very sim-
ple for Monster Mile fans to ex-
perience some of Delaware’s most 
popular summer attractions with-
out missing any of the action in our 
Fan Zone and on the track during 
our race weekend.”

Record numbers for state tourism
The Delaware Tourism Office 

announced in early March that the 
state attracted 29.3 million visitors 
in 2023, including day, overnight, 
business and leisure travelers.

That marked a 2.4% increase 
from 2022 levels, according to 

reports from Rockport Analytics 
and Longwoods International.

“Tourism is a cornerstone of our 
economy, bringing growth and 
opportunity to communities across 
the state,” Gov. Matt Meyer said 
in a release.

“People visit Delaware for the 
best beaches in the country, sce-
nic landscapes, and vibrant cultur-
al destinations — but what keeps 
them coming back is the experi-
ence of a welcoming and inclusive 
state of neighbors that has some-
thing for everyone.”

He added, “As more visitors 
discover all that Delaware has to 

offer, our state’s future becomes 
even brighter.”

The Delaware Tourism Office 
also announced that visitor spend-
ing topped $7 billion in 2023, a 
7% increase from 2022.

The average amount spent per 
traveler was $238 in 2023. For ev-
ery $1 spent, the state’s economy 
retained about 66 cents.

Meantime, tourism contributed 
$4.7 billion to the state’s gross do-
mestic product in 2023, account-
ing for more than 5% of the GDP 
overall.

The “Monster” soaks in the sun in Rehoboth Beach, like NASCAR fans will do when Delaware Tourism Office shuttles take fans to 
the beach during Dover’s race weekend this summer. PHOTO COURTESY OF DOVER MOTOR SPEEDWAY

Continued on page 23
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In addition, there was $724 mil-
lion in tax revenue generated by 
the tourism industry here. Without 
tourism, each Delaware household 
would pay an additional $1,826 in 
state and local taxes.

“From the front desk manag-
ers of our hotels and the servers in 
our restaurants to the tour guides 
at our museums, Delaware offers 
tourists a memorable visit unlike 
any other,” said Delaware sec-
retary of state Charuni Patiban-
da-Sanchez. “We are grateful to 

all of our tourism industry workers 
for their commitment to providing 
a first-class experience to visitors.”

As the fourth-largest private 
employer, tourism supported 
55,240 industry jobs in Delaware 
in 2023. In addition, the field ac-
counted for 14% of all jobs created 
in the state that year.

When surveyed, 71% of over-
nighters were “very satisfied” with 
their trip, favoring Delaware’s 
cleanliness, friendliness of people, 
safety and quality of accommoda-
tions. And 85% of overnight trav-

elers to the First State were repeat 
visitors.

“These numbers are important 
to our office and speak volumes 
about the significant contribution 
the tourism industry makes to our 
state’s economy and overall qual-
ity of life,” Ms. Welch said. “It 
comes as no surprise that our ho-
tels, restaurants, attractions and 
small businesses continue to pro-
vide a memorable and unique ex-
perience for our visitors.”

Staff writer Mike Finney can be reached 
at 302-741-8230 or mfinney@iniusa.org. 

Follow @MikeFinneyDSN on X.

Continued from page 21
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Multiple other acts 
also to perform 
July 18-20

Daily State News

DOVER — The Spazmatics 
and Mike Hines and the Look, 
two musical favorites who have 
rocked regional and national 
venues for decades, will perform 
free concerts at Dover Motor 
Speedway during the upcoming  
July 18-20 NASCAR tripleheader 
weekend.

Track officials announced that 
the Monster Mile’s Fan Zone will 
have dozens of free entertain-
ment offerings this summer as the 
world’s fastest one-mile oval hosts 
three national events, including 
the Autotrader EchoPark Auto-
motive 400 NASCAR Cup Series 
race on Sunday, July 20.

The Spazmatics, known as 
“The Ultimate ’80s New Wave 
Tribute,” dazzle audiences around 
the country with their distinctive 
stage attire, sounds, dance steps 
and performances.

The Spazmatics will play Sun-
day, July 20, at the Grove Stage.

Mike Hines and the Look, a 
2022 inductee into the Delaware 
Rock & Roll Society Hall of Fame, 
is a high-energy, six-member 
dance band that has performed up 
and down the Delaware Valley for 
almost four decades with their mix 
of pop, hip-hop, funk, Motown 
and disco favorites.

They will be performing Satur-
day, July 19, at 6 p.m. at the Miles 
Beach Stage in the Fan Zone fol-
lowing the BetRivers 200 NA-
SCAR Xfinity Series race.

Presented by Visit Delaware, 
Miles Beach hours will be 3-9 p.m. 
Thursday, July 17; noon to 9 p.m. 

Friday, July 18; 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturday, July 19; and 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Sunday, July 20.

Miles Beach will also be the lo-
cation for the Monster Mile Bash, 
presented by THOR, Saturday, 
July 19.

It will include the Mike Hines 
and the Look concert; Saturday 
night fireworks, presented by Kent 
County Tourism (9 p.m.); Miles 
Beach attractions; and the White 
Lightning bar/arcade.

Music will be prominent all 
weekend long, including perfor-
mances on the stage and across the 
property by the Mariachi Arrieros 
Band, Trinidad North Steel Drum 
Band, The Red Hot Ramblers and 
the Homestead Bluegrass Band.

Fans can find a full schedule of 
announced Fan Zone attractions 
and shows as it is updated at www.
dovermotorspeedway.com/fans/
fan-zone/.

Spazmatics, Mike Hines Spazmatics, Mike Hines 
set to rock race weekendset to rock race weekend
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Fears Promotions 
reviving long-idle 
DSU-owned facility

By Mike Finney
Daily State News

DOVER — Whenever Donnell 
Fears sees an opportunity, he says 

he always seizes the moment.
That was exactly the case for 

downtown’s Schwartz Center for 
the Arts, which the businessman 
witnessed being mostly inactive 
the past several years.

The Delaware State University 
Foundation has solely owned the 
facility since 2021, and Mr. Fears, 
a Dover native, said he wanted to 

bolster the solid relationship he has 
with the institution.

“Those great relationships with 
DSU have carried me for well over 
30 years,” he said. “I’ve built a 
great relationship with the DSU 
family, and they’re excited to con-
tinue to work with me.”

Showtime for Schwartz 
Center for the Arts

Donnell Fears, right, founder of Fears Promotions, is bringing a variety of acts to Dover’s Schwartz Center for the Arts. He has 
teamed with Jordy Veal, who he calls “Bebop the Hip Hop Shortstop.” DAILY STATE NEWS/MIKE FINNEY

Continued on page 26
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To that end, his Fears Promo-
tions is bringing live entertainment 
to the 121-year-old Schwartz 
Center.

On June 20, Mr. Fears’ group 
will bring popular Elvis imperson-
ator Jim Barone to the Schwartz 
for a 7 p.m. “Jailhouse Roc” con-
cert.

General admission tickets are 
$25, while VIP admission is $35, 
which provides food, drinks and a 
meet-and-greet.

“I’ve been following Jim Bar-
one for a long time, and when I 
reached out to him, he automati-
cally embraced me, like he knew 
me for years,” Mr. Fears said. “He 
gave me an opportunity, and I’m 
excited to work with Jim Barone.”

The two shows promise a little 
bit of Las Vegas flair, since that’s 
one of the producer’s favorite plac-
es.

“If you love Las Vegas, then you 
have to give back, and I’m always 
in Vegas networking and work-
ing,” he explained.

“So, I wanted to bring some of 
that Las Vegas attraction to our 
city. I think that’s a lost art here 
in Dover, Delaware — there’s no 
excitement, no attraction.”

Tickets can be purchased at 
fearspromotions.com.

While his productions are tak-
ing off, Mr. Fears continues to own 
Donnell’s: The Salon for Men and 
Women, at 32 W. Loockerman 
St., and opened the Fears Box-
ing and Fitness Club in the same 
building last year.

He said he found his latest niche 
by surrounding himself with the 
right people and spreading the 
news.

“I’ve always had a great love 
and attraction to being a promot-
er,” Mr. Fears said. “I’m a people 
person, so I wanted to give the 
people what they want.”

He has teamed up with Jordy 
Veal for Fears Promotions.

“(Mr. Fears) showed up at my 
job one day, and he saw me and 
was like ‘I have to have him,’” Mr. 
Veal said. “I was working at the 
Main Events (promotion compa-
ny) in New Castle 10 years ago, 
and it’s just been history from 
there.”

Mr. Veal is also known as “Be-
bop the Hip Hop Shortstop,” 
which enhances his ability to pro-
mote.

“He’s a world-class dance en-
tertainer,” Mr. Fears said. “He was 
formerly with the Micro Wrestling 
Federation, and now, he just signed 
a two-year management deal with 
Fears Promotions, so we’re going 
to be doing a lot with him.”

It was 2007 when Dela-
ware State University became a 
co-owner of the Schwartz Center 
for the Arts, entering a joint agree-
ment with then-Wesley College 
and the Friends of the Capitol 
Theater.

However, with DSU’s acquisi-
tion of Wesley in 2021, the school 

became the entertainment venue’s 
sole owner.

“There hasn’t been anything 
here in eight years (except The 
Children’s Theatre of Dover), and 
(the university) reached out to me, 
and I did a follow-up, and here we 
are,” Mr. Fears said. “We’re going 
to be doing something every quar-
ter for Fears Promotions.”

He hopes to continue his col-
laboration with Delaware State 
and bring even more talent, in-
cluding shows for children, to the 
Schwartz. He did note that it still 
needs some repairs and upgrades.

“I’ve always had a passion for 
doing theater, and I’m a diverse, 
universal promoter,” he said. 
“I’m here to give all walks of life 
a chance to excel and explore and 
experience greatness.

“I’ve seen a lot of promoters 
come and go, but I’m born and 
raised here, and I’m here to stay, 
whether people like it or not. I’m 
giving the people what they want.”

Staff writer Mike Finney can be reached 
at 302-741-8230 or mfinney@iniusa.org. 

Follow @MikeFinneyDSN on X.
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