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MILFORD — 
Wildlife and nature 
aficionados seeking 
maximum education 
in an intimate venue 
should check out Du-
Pont Nature Center at 
the Mispillion Harbor 
Reserve.

East of Milford in a 
former restaurant — 
near where the Mispil-
lion River and Cedar 
Creek meet and then 
head into the Delaware 
Bay — the center has 
offered wall-to-wall 
learning opportunities 
and sweeping views 
since 2007.

“The nature center 
highlights the natural 
and cultural history 
of the Delaware Bay 
shore region, especially 
in this area around the 
Mispillion Harbor,” 
said manager Patrick 
Ruhl, who works for 
the Fish and Wildlife 
Division of the Dela-
ware Department of 
Natural Resources and 
Environmental Con-

trol. “That’s why most 
of our exhibits are go-
ing to focus on some of 
our key species, really 

highlighting horseshoe 
crabs and migratory 
shorebirds.”

Those species take 

center stage from mid-
May through June, 
when the crabs lay eggs 
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Tommy Cutillo, 3, of Harrington, peers through a viewing telescope at the DuPont Nature Center on 
April 23, while being held by his mother, Ashley Cutillo. MILFORD HARRINGTON INDEPENDENT/BRIAN TROMPETER
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Milford council 
defers action on 
Deep Branch Park

By Brian Trompeter
Milford Harrington Independent

MILFORD — City Council members 
unanimously agreed April 14 they were not 
ready to approve a preliminary site plan for 
the proposed Deep Branch Park.

In an 8-0 vote, the matter was tabled until 
a workshop can be held concerning the park, 
and council can get answers about its cost 
and the spending requirements of several as-
sociated grants.

The park would be at South Rehoboth 
Boulevard and North Horseshoe Drive, an 
area outside of city limits. However, on Nov. 
30, 2021, the city acquired the 19.4 acres of 
vacant farmland for $555,926.

It had been on the market for four years 
and is zoned by right for public park use.

The purchase was financed using electric 
fund reserves of $494,926 — which the city 
will be reimbursing over the following de-
cade — and a $60,000 grant from the Del-
aware Land and Water Conservation Trust 
Fund.

In 2023 and ’24, Milford also received five 
more grants, worth a total of $837,500, slat-
ed for Deep Branch’s development.

Both the Sussex County Planning & Zon-
ing Commission and the Milford Parks & 
Recreation Advisory Board approved the 
preliminary plan for the park March 19.

Those designs call for a half-mile stone 

Learn about avian, aquatic 
life at DuPont Nature Center

• See Park on page 10

• See Center on page 8
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More than 150 workers 
being laid off

By Brian Trompeter
Milford Harrington Independent

HARRINGTON — A major em-
ployer will shutter its facility this sum-
mer and lay off 151 employees, city 
officials confirmed last week.

Harrington Logistics announced 
earlier this year that it plans to shut 
down its 111 Reese Ave. distribution 
center July 1.

The site provides cold-storage and 
refrigerated transportation services. A 
Maguire Hayden Real Estate Co. sign 
in front of the building indicates that 
220,973 square feet of space is now 

available there.
The company’s workers are repre-

sented by International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters Local 355, based in Bal-
timore. The union did not return a re-
quest for comment.

Harrington Logistics, an interstate 
freight carrier, is an affiliate of C&S 
Wholesale Grocers, which declined to 
provide further details about the Kent 
County location’s closure.

“It is a long-standing practice of 
C&S Wholesale Grocers not to com-
ment on questions concerning our 
structure,” said Lauren La Bruno, vice 
president of communications, change 
management and community relations.

“C&S remains steadfast in our 
commitment to our transformation 

strategy, which includes pursuing our 
strategic set of growth initiatives, in-
creasing our customer base, expanding 
our investment in the retail market and 
building on our legacy of ‘braggingly 
happy customers,’” she said, using one 
of the company’s catchphrases.

According to city officials, the 
property has been in use since 1973, 
when a warehouse was built there. It 
was destroyed by a fire during a bliz-
zard in February 1979, but a rebuilt 
structure opened just 13 weeks later.

It then operated for decades under 
Burris Logistics, with Harrington Lo-
gistics taking it over a few years ago.

Mayor Duane E. Bivans said the 

employees to be dismissed this sum-
mer have myriad skills but now will 
need to “make even greater adjust-
ments and sacrifices.”

“It is my hope that the company 
will do all it can to assist with (em-
ployees’) placement and education, as 
they chart this process together,” he 
added.

“I further hope that whomever 
moves into the facility would be ex-
tremely mindful of the gifted and tal-
ented people whom have made career 
and family decisions to both work and 
live in our Harrington community.”

Staff writer Brian Trompeter can be reached at 
btrompeter@iniusa.org.
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Harrington Logistics to close facility July 1
COMMUNITY

Harrington Logistics will close this facility at 111 Reese Ave. in Harrington on July 1. 
MILFORD HARRINGTON INDEPENDENT/BRIAN TROMPETER
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employees to be dismissed this sum-
mer have myriad skills but now will 
need to “make even greater adjust-
ments and sacrifices.”

“It is my hope that the company 
will do all it can to assist with (em-
ployees’) placement and education, as 
they chart this process together,” he 
added.

“I further hope that whomever 
moves into the facility would be ex-
tremely mindful of the gifted and tal-
ented people whom have made career 
and family decisions to both work and 
live in our Harrington community.”

Staff writer Brian Trompeter can be reached at 
btrompeter@iniusa.org.
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By Brian Trompeter
Milford Harrington Independent

LINCOLN — Donations 
are coming in for a Lincoln 
family whose barn and house, 
as well as many possessions in 
their yard, were badly dam-
aged by fire April 28.

“It’s the worst day of my 
life,” said Greg Coin, who 
lives there with his wife and 
a friend. “I literally lost ev-
erything ... I’m just miserable 
right now.” 

Mr. Coin watched from 
the street April 29 as fire-
fighters continued inspecting 
his property at 18255 John-
son Road. Workers operating 
a mini backhoe loader also 
moved a scorched school bus 
to make sure the fire wasn’t 
continuing to burn. 

The fire was reported 
shortly before 2 p.m. April 
28. Carlisle Fire Co. in Mil-
ford responded first and upon 

arrival found a 40-by-40-foot 
barn and two vehicles on fire. 

The blaze, which started in 
a burn barrel and later spread 
to the property’s residence, 
eventually drew multiple 
fire companies, Emergency 
Medical Services personnel 
and paramedics from Kent 
and Sussex counties, accord-
ing to the Delaware State 
Fire Marshal’s Office.

One firefighter was trans-
ported to a hospital for treat-
ment of non-life-threatening 
injuries, authorities said. The 
fire caused about $300,000 in 
damage, they said.

Mr. Coin, who suffered 
scalp burns during the blaze, 
was able to save five of the 
family’s dogs, but one died 
in the fire. He said the fire 
started in a rear corner of the 
property and he tried to put 
out the flames, but was un-
successful.

The approximately 1-acre 
property is well known to 
passersby for the massive col-
lection of vehicles, statuary, 
mannequins and sundry oth-
er things in its yard. Many of 
the items in front of the house 
were untouched by the blaze, 
including tombstones, plastic 
skeletons, a phone booth and 
a child-sized model of Darth 
Vader.

“I’m just a collector,” said 
Mr. Coin, who has lived on 
the property for 23 years. 
“There was quite a variety. 
I didn’t have just one kind of 
thing. I knew (the property) 
became a landmark because 
of all my stuff.”

The American Red Cross 
is assisting the family, offi-
cials said.  

A friend has set up a Go-
FundMe fundraising page to 
help Mr. Coin and his wife 
as they cope with the fire’s 
aftermath. As of May 1 at 
2:15 p.m., people had donat-
ed $1,962 toward the fund’s 

$10,000 goal. For more in-
formation, go to gofundme.
com/f/help-greg-and-beck-
rebuild-after-fire.

Staff writer Brian Trompeter can 
be reached at btrompeter@iniusa.org.

NEWS
Family recovering after fire guts house, barn

A home at 18255 Johnson Road in Lincoln stands in ruins following an April 28 fire that also caused extensive damage to 
the property’s yard and the many objects on it. MILFORD HARRINGTON INDEPENDENT/BRIAN TROMPETER

This collection of objects, ranging from skeletons and mannequins to a model 
of Darth Vader, escaped a fire April 28 that ravaged the rest of the property and 
home at 18255 Johnson Road in Lincoln. MILFORD HARRINGTON INDEPENDENT/BRIAN 
TROMPETER

A machine operator moves a burnt-out school bus April 29 following a fire the 
previous day that extensively damaged a property and home at 18255 Johnson 
Road in Lincoln. MILFORD HARRINGTON INDEPENDENT/BRIAN TROMPETER
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COMMUNITY
Tolson beats incumbent Bivans in mayoral race

Harrington Parks & Rec looking to expand offerings

New mayor will 
take office June 2

By Brian Trompeter
Milford Harrington Independent

HARRINGTON — There will 
be a new mayor next month, follow-
ing challenger Frank Tolson’s lop-
sided victory May 6 over incumbent 
Duane E. Bivans.

According to unofficial results, 
Mr. Tolson received 130 ballots and 
Mayor Bivans 19 — a nearly 7-to-1 
margin of victory.

The winner, who currently serves 
on the city’s Board of Adjustment, 
will take office June 2 for a term that 
will expire June 4, 2029.

“I just want to get in there, try to 
move things forward and get every-
thing rolling the way it’s supposed 
to,” he said.

Mr. Tolson initially plans to focus 
on some street issues and increase 
police presence in Harrington.

The Kent Island, Maryland, na-
tive graduated from North Caroline 
High School in Ridgely, Maryland. 
He has lived in Delaware for 30 
years and in Harrington for 22.

Mr. Tolson has worked in real 
estate and construction manage-
ment and, since 2010, has owned a 

downtown Harrington business, The 
Clutter Box, which sells antiques 
and high-quality used furniture.

That downtown presence has 
made him a known individual among 
residents, he said.

“People just want to see some 
change,” the mayor-elect remarked 
after the vote. “They want a more 
visible mayor. They know I’m 
downtown, and (they) can come talk 
to me at any time.”

A harbinger of Mr. Tolson’s vic-
tory was the prevalence of campaign 
signs on many Harrington lawns. 
Mayor Bivans chose not to put out 
any signage, saying the record of 
his and City Council’s accomplish-
ments should have been ample rea-
son to reelect him.

“It’s not always about having a lot 
of signs,” he said. “It’s about what 
has one done.”

The outgoing official joined City 
Council in 2010 and was appoint-
ed mayor in August 2020, following 
the resignation of Anthony Moy-
er. Mayor Bivans ran unopposed in 
2021.

“I would like to think that citizens 
in the community and the townsfolk 
would have noticed that we made 
great strides,” he said. “We’ve done 
a lot for the town. We were in the 
weeds and in darkness when we took 
over. We were moving full steam 
ahead.”

Mayor Bivans added that voter 
turnout was underwhelming.

“It was somewhat of a shock and 
surprise, for a small town of our size, 
that more people (didn’t share) an 
interest than what the number re-
vealed,” he said.

Staff writer Brian Trompeter can 
be reached at btrompeter@iniusa.org.

By Brian Trompeter
Milford Harrington Independent

HARRINGTON — The 
Harrington Parks and Rec-
reation Department may be 
small, but it’s gearing up to 
provide more activities and 
facilities for residents of all 
ages, said acting director 
Douglas Poore. 

After dedicating a new 
children’s playground April 
4 behind the Parks and Rec-
reation building at 114 E. 
Liberty St., city officials will 
prepare for the second con-
struction phase there this 
summer, which will provide 
activities for older children 
in their mid-teens. There 

also will be three outdoor 
pickleball courts, which will 
supplement the four indoor 
ones at a nearby building, as 
well as an outdoor basketball 
court, Mr. Poore said.

The City Council on 
April 21 will review plans for 
Phase 2 of the playground. 
The state Department of 
Natural Resources and Envi-
ronmental Control’s Division 
of Parks and Recreation has 
awarded the city a $16,775 
grant for the project.

In addition, the city has 
purchased 2.5 acres behind 
the Parks and Recreation fa-
cility, which will be used for 
a walking trail, open space 

for picnics, kite flying and 
other activities. Long-range 
plans call for a pavilion and 
restrooms at the site, Mr. 
Poore said. 

The objective is to “give 
the city a true green space, 
to give the citizens a place 
where they can go free of 
charge to enjoy a day, en-
joy a walk — whatever they 
choose to do,” he said. 

“It will be a dawn-to-dusk 
property,” he added. “It 
won’t be lighted.”

The pickleball and basket-
ball courts, as well as walk-
ing trail, will be financed 
using federal American Res-
cue Plan Act funds. Those 

moneys, which the federal 
government began distribut-
ing several years ago to help 
communities recover from 
the pandemic, needed to be 
spent or at least encumbered 
by a deadline earlier this 
year, Mr. Poore said.

The entire Parks and Rec-
reation complex formerly 
was a National Guard facil-
ity. A drainage ditch behind 
the Parks and Recreation 
building is maintained by 
the federal government and 
overseen by the Kent Coun-
ty Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District, so city officials 
must jump through a few 
extra hoops before installing 

a culvert there to allow for 
vehicular access, he said.

The Parks and Recreation 
Department, which now 
consists of Mr. Poore and a 
part-time employee, is hop-
ing to expand offerings for 
children and adults. Those 
programs and activities likely 
will be needed, given the im-
pending shutdown in May of 
the Centre Ice Rink at Del-
aware State Fairgrounds, lo-
cated outside the city limits.

Some of the children who 
participated in hockey pro-
grams there will continue 
with that sport at facilities 

Frank Tolson Duane E. Bivans

• See Expand on page 8



BaytoBayNews.com  | a monthly companion to the daily state news |  Milford Harrington Independent  |  May 2025  7  

Monday-Saturday 9am – 8pm and Sunday 10am – 6pm  

    CONCORD PET FOODS & SUPPLIES
33 STORES INCLUDING:33 STORES INCLUDING:

Dover, DE
302-672-9494

Rehoboth, DE
302-226-2300

Milford, DE
302-424-8373

Smyrna, DE
302-653-1515

Seaford, DE
302-628-1001

Millsboro, DE
302-945-2113

Salisbury, MD
443-944-0223

Berlin, MD 
443-513-3932

$10 OFF
a $60 purchase

Expires 5/31/25. Not to be combined 
with any other coupon, discount or offer.

 COUPON CODE: 71

Cheers to 44 years

ANNIVERSARY 
SALE

MAY 18TH
40% OFF

Applies to all dog & cat
Non-Food items

(Includes dental, supplements and 
flea & tick products)

25% OFF
Applies to dog/cat treats,

Chews & Food, Plus Everything 
small animals, Domestic bird, fish, 

reptiles and wildbird

9AM - 6PM
all 33 Locations

Locally Owned & Operated with 33 locations in 
DE, MD, PA & NJ to serve you.



8  May 2025  |  Milford Harrington Independent | a monthly companion to the daily state news  |  BaytoBayNews.com

in Newark as well as Easton, 
Maryland.

“But of course you have 
to make that team and now 
you’re competing with other 
kids in that area,” Mr. Poore 

said. “You’ve lost that oppor-
tunity here. Do parents want 
to make that hour-and-what-
ever drive both ways and can 
you do the tryouts and make 
the team?”

The city’s other sports 
programs, as well as Little 

League and Pop Warner 
youth football, likely will see 
membership boosts as a re-
sult, he said.

The Parks and Recreation 
Department is considering 
adding more operational 
hours, especially in the eve-

nings. This likely would re-
quire additional funding and 
one more employee, but that 
will be hashed out in budget 
negotiations this spring, Mr. 
Poore said. 

Mr. Poore, who has served 
as the agency’s acting direc-

tor since last fall, is a lifelong 
Harrington resident and re-
tired Kent County paramed-
ic who has written five books 
on local history. 

Staff writer Brian Trompeter can 
be reached at btrompeter@iniusa.org.

on the bay’s shore, including around 
the nature center. Waiting to munch 
on the eggs will be shorebirds, such 
as red knots, ruddy turnstones and 
semipalmated sandpipers, which 
have flown thousands of miles for 
this brief stopover before heading 
farther north.

Red Knot Fest 2025, 
set for noon to 4 p.m.  
May 31 at the Slaughter Beach Pa-
vilion, several miles to the south, will 
celebrate the occasion. The nature 
center will also host birdwatching 
sessions during the upcoming mating 
season, Mr. Ruhl said.

The shorebirds “are expecting to 
have an all-out feast when they get 
here,” he said. Just like chickens’ 

eggs, the crabs’ eggs are high in pro-
tein and healthy fat, “things that can 
really help (the birds) pack back on 
a bunch of weight because, after this, 
most of them are flying straight up to 
their nesting grounds in the Canadi-
an Arctic,” he said.

Born and raised in Sussex County, 
Mr. Ruhl did stints with Delaware 
State Parks and the state Division of 
Historical & Cultural Affairs before 
joining DuPont three years ago.

He and his colleagues “try to have 
displays that are interactive, espe-
cially with the amount of kids we get 
here,” he said.

Near the entrance, visitors, espe-
cially children, can enjoy a playful 
great blue heron sculpture made of 
painted metal tools and rebar, then 
touching a baleen whale’s massive 

jawbone.
Inside, colorfully illustrated and 

detailed displays on the building’s 
walls describe the surrounding eco-
system and creatures that inhabit 
it. A quiz area lets people answer 
nature questions, then flip up lami-
nated pages toward a camera, which 
triggers a display with the solutions.

Meantime, video cameras with 
high-powered lenses livestream birds 
and other wildlife in the vicinity, so 
visitors can observe them without 
disturbing habitats.

And several aquariums let guests 
see, but not touch, aquatic creatures 
that live nearby. A long, rectangular 
tank in the facility’s center is new, 
financed in part by a DuPont Clear 
Into the Future grant, Mr. Ruhl said.

The tank, which replaced a much 
older and smaller one, is covered by 
a tan net to keep people from dipping 
their hands and arms in. Among its 
occupants are two horseshoe crabs, 
Crabcake and Chowder.

Outdoor amenities include a wood-

en deck and picnic area, as well as 
some telescopes for checking out the 
bay. Often, large ships muster off the 
coast before being led farther north by 
pilot boats, Mr. Ruhl pointed out.

On Wednesday, Harrington resi-
dent Ashley Cutillo visited the nature 
center with her son, Tommy Cutillo, 
3, and her daughter, Leah Cutillo, 7. 
Ms. Cutillo lifted Tommy up to sur-
vey the waters through one of the 
scopes, and Leah took notes on the 
inhabitants of the new aquarium.

“We had never been here,” she 
said. “We love anything nature-re-
lated, including animals and birds.”

The DuPont Nature Center, at 
2992 Lighthouse Road, is open 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesdays and Sat-
urdays in April and September. May 
through August, it operates 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays. 
It is closed October through March.

For information, visit de.gov/dnc 
or call 302-422-1329.

Staff writer Brian Trompeter can 
be reached at btrompeter@iniusa.org.

Center
• From page 1

Expand
• From page 6

Patrick Ruhl is the manager of the DuPont Nature Center at the Mispillion Harbor Reserve.
MILFORD HARRINGTON INDEPENDENT/BRIAN TROMPETER

The DuPont Nature Center, at 2992 Lighthouse Road, north of Slaughter Beach, offers informative 
displays and living examples of the area’s wildlife. MILFORD HARRINGTON INDEPENDENT/BRIAN TROMPETER
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en deck and picnic area, as well as 
some telescopes for checking out the 
bay. Often, large ships muster off the 
coast before being led farther north by 
pilot boats, Mr. Ruhl pointed out.

On Wednesday, Harrington resi-
dent Ashley Cutillo visited the nature 
center with her son, Tommy Cutillo, 
3, and her daughter, Leah Cutillo, 7. 
Ms. Cutillo lifted Tommy up to sur-
vey the waters through one of the 
scopes, and Leah took notes on the 
inhabitants of the new aquarium.

“We had never been here,” she 
said. “We love anything nature-re-
lated, including animals and birds.”

The DuPont Nature Center, at 
2992 Lighthouse Road, is open 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesdays and Sat-
urdays in April and September. May 
through August, it operates 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays. 
It is closed October through March.

For information, visit de.gov/dnc 
or call 302-422-1329.

Staff writer Brian Trompeter can 
be reached at btrompeter@iniusa.org. DEDICATION TO QUALITY

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Downpayment Help

Closing Cost Help

Mortgages

Tax Credit

DSHA Offers:

(302) 739-4263

Rebates for Investors

destatehousing.com

Mortgage Relief

The DuPont Nature Center, at 2992 Lighthouse Road, north of Slaughter Beach, offers informative 
displays and living examples of the area’s wildlife. MILFORD HARRINGTON INDEPENDENT/BRIAN TROMPETER
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Park
• From page 1
dust walking trail that will connect 
with South Rehoboth Boulevard, 
plus 7.75 acres of flexible space for 
events, temporary sports fields and 
possible further expansion.

The plans, produced by the 
Becker Morgan Group, show a mul-
tiage playground, a 20-by-40-foot 
picnic pavilion, a 97-space parking 
lot, a public restroom, six pickleball 
courts and three basketball courts.

Also, following a presentation of 
three concepts at an open house last 
September, more buffer space was 
added between the park and nearby 
homes, said Chad Carter, a senior 
associate with the Becker Morgan 
Group.

The park would be open from 
dawn to dusk and not be lighted, he 
noted.

Even following City Council’s 
potential consent, the proposal 

would need permissions from the 
Delaware Department of Trans-
portation, the Sussex Conservation 
District and the Office of the State 
Fire Marshal before being submit-
ted to Sussex County for final ap-
proval, Mr. Carter said.

But, on Monday, Milford City 
Council members voiced some con-
cern. For one, Vice Mayor Jason 
James Sr. worries about potential 
drug use and overdoses in the site’s 
restroom.

The location is under Delaware 
State Police’s jurisdiction, not the 
Milford Police Department’s, Po-
lice Chief Cecilia Ashe noted.

“Regardless of whether the city 
owns the property or not, that does 
not change our legal authorization,” 
she explained. “We are legally al-
lowed to operate within the city 
limits. Therefore, I think we would 
be putting ourselves in a predica-
ment, or a position of liability, if we 

were to go there.”
Further, Mayor F. Todd Culot-

ta believes park visitors may have 
difficulty exiting onto South Reho-
both Boulevard, given the angled 
entrance.

He went on to say that Deep 
Branch Park was originally part of a 
larger “greenway” concept that did 
not work out.

“It’s not what we originally 
thought it would be,” he said, add-
ing that it was the first time he had 
reviewed the proposed site plan.

“I think we should step back, re-
consider our options (about) maybe 
whether we can do this somewhere 
else,” Mayor Culotta said.

Councilwoman Lori Connor 
agreed.

“I think until we address these 
major concerns and have real, solid 
answers, I say we sit on the land. ... 
I would like to see it just be open 
space,” she said.

During Monday’s meeting, sev-
eral residents offered disparate 
opinions regarding the plan.

“Keep it farmland and remem-
ber that agriculture feeds you,” said 
Milford-area resident Annette Bill-
ings, against whom City Council 
dropped a bid to acquire her prop-
erty via eminent domain last year.

However, former Mayor Archie 
Campbell, whom Mayor Culotta 
unseated in the April 2024 election, 
pressed for the park’s creation, say-
ing it has strong support from resi-
dents. Citizen surveys taken in 2017 
and ’19 show that an overwhelming 
number of respondents favor invest-
ment of financial resources in parks 
and recreational facilities, city offi-
cials said.

“Let’s not let this opportunity 
slip by,” Mr. Campbell said.

Staff writer Brian Trompeter can 
be reached at btrompeter@iniusa.org.

Preliminary plans for Deep Branch Park in the Milford area call for open space, a picnic 
pavilion, pickleball and basketball courts, a public restroom and reforestation areas. 
The Milford City Council tabled the proposal April 14 so it could obtain more information.
GRAPHIC COURTESY OF CITY OF MILFORD
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Recycling in Delaware
Natural Resources
Composting 
Landfills

ATTENTION EDUCATORS!ATTENTION EDUCATORS!

FOR MORE INFORMATION

DOVER ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER

NEW FIELD TRIP OPPORTUNITY! 
DELAWARE SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY

Free In Person Field Trips 
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 Interactive Activities
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‘It’s just time’: Milford solicitor not seeking reappointment

Riverwalk Farmers Market producing its 30th year
By Brian Trompeter

Milford Harrington Independent

MILFORD — It’s been three de-
cades since folks have flocked to the 
Riverwalk Farmers Market.

To celebrate, Downtown Milford 
Inc., which oversees the site, held a 
ribbon cutting May 3.

In addition to 30th-anniversary 
merchandise, Shelby DiCostanzo, 
farmers market chair for DMI, said, 
“We’re going to be spotlighting dif-
ferent vendors and different business-
es throughout the season.”

About 30 merchants are expected 
to sell their wares this year — and the 
offerings won’t be just fruits and veg-
etables.

“We’re going to have produce, 
crafts, woodcrafts and macramé,” she 
said. “We have a vendor who sells 

nothing but provisions from France, 
including jellies, jams, crackers and 
cheeses. We have a vendor who sells 
wood-fired pizza.”

Others at the market will hawk 
honey, baked goods, sweet treats, 
charcuterie, olive oil, fresh-cut flow-
ers, exotic mushrooms and roasted 
coffee, Ms. DiCostanzo added.

In 2025, organizers will focus on 
health and wellness, starting with a 
free tai chi class at 9 a.m. Saturday, 
taught by Henrietta Chilton and Ra-
chel Susen outside the Milford Public 
Library.

In coming weeks, there will be 
yoga classes and wellness demonstra-
tions, plus a revolving booth for small 
businesses offering health-related ser-
vices, Ms. DiCostanzo said.

The market will feature live mu-

sic at least every other week, starting 
with Emily McNatt on opening day. 
There also will be events revolving 
around National Strawberry Short-
cake Day in June, Independence Day 
and Halloween.

The market, at 1 S. Walnut St., 
will be open Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m. through October.

But, because Downtown Mil-
ford Inc. has permission to operate it 
through the end of the year, there will 
be periodic pop-ups, such as on the 
weekend before Thanksgiving.

“It really helps our local farmers 
more than anything because it gives 
them the opportunity to continue sell-
ing,” Ms. DiCostanzo said. “We’ve 
been having mild falls and winters, so 
our local growers could have brocco-
li, cabbage — a lot of cold crops — 

and no way to sell them.”
With the big anniversary, DMI 

officials will work with the city’s ar-
chives to obtain more details about 
the market’s past. While it has been 
hosted in different locations previous-
ly, the current spot has been used at 
least 15 years, she said.

Supported solely by vendor fees, 
the site is “like the best of our com-
munity,” Ms. DiCostanzo continued. 
“We have people who are regulars 
who have been coming for years. ... 
It’s a great atmosphere, bustling with 
so many things to see. The talent of 
all of the vendors is just staggering.”

To learn more, visit downtownmil-
ford.org/riverwalk-farmers-market 
or call 302-839-1180.

Staff writer Brian Trompeter can 
be reached at btrompeter@iniusa.org.

By Brian Trompeter
Milford Harrington Independent

MILFORD — After a 14-
year run, with five city man-
agers and four mayors — as 
well as more than 600 night 
meetings — city solicitor 
David Rutt is ready to pass 
the torch.

On April 28, Mr. Rutt, 
who has held the post since 
January 2011, requested that 
City Council not reappoint 
him for another term.

“It’s just time” to step 
down, he said. “There’s ab-
solutely nothing negative 
that I can say about my time 
with the city. It’s just been a 
wonderful experience.”

Some of his highlights 
with Milford include work-

ing on comprehensive plan 
updates and a charter revi-
sion, Mr. Rutt said.

“I think the city has been 
very attuned to growing it-
self in a reasonable fashion,” 
he added. “They’ve looked 
at the different needs of the 
city. It’s been controlled, 
not out of control.”

The Sussex County na-
tive and 1970 Milford High 
School graduate holds a 
bachelor’s degree from 
Washington & Jefferson 
College and a law degree 
from the University of Pitts-
burgh.

Since being admitted to 
practice law in 1978, he has 
litigated cases in Delaware 
and Pennsylvania, as well as 

before both states’ supreme 
courts.

Over the years, the Del-
aware Supreme Court nom-
inated him to serve on the 
Delaware Bar Foundation, 
the Board of Profession-
al Responsibility and the 
Board of Bar Examiners.

Mr. Rutt will continue 
practicing in real estate, es-
tate planning, business or-
ganization and municipal 
law. His partner at Moore & 
Rutt, J. Everett Moore Jr., is 
Sussex County’s attorney, 
and Mr. Rutt will keep ad-
vising the county and its En-
gineering Department.

“I’m definitely not retir-
ing,” he pointed out.

A member of Avenue 

United Methodist Church 
in Milford, Mr. Rutt has 
been chancellor to the Pen-
insula-Delaware Conference 
of the United Methodist 
Church since 2008.

In addition, he is active 
with the Chamber of Com-
merce for Greater Milford 
and has been a Rotarian 
since 1991.

City officials will now be-
gin the search for Mr. Rutt’s 
successor, which should 
not take more than a few 
months, Mayor F. Todd Cu-
lotta said. Mr. Rutt will stay 
in his role until a new solici-
tor comes aboard, he added.

The mayor noted that Mr. 
Rutt has provided excellent 
service to the city.

“His advice has been help-
ful, and he’s always been very 
clear,” he said. “He’s always 
referenced the law or the 
code or the charter when we 
are making those decisions.”

City leaders want to see 
Milford grow and accom-
modate new people, and 
Mr. Rutt has “always kept 
us within the guardrails” to 
ensure those efforts did not 
stray outside the law, Mayor 
Culotta said.

“Sometimes, that’s telling 
(council) what we can and 
can’t do, and other times, 
(it’s) telling a developer 
what they can or can’t do,” 
he said.

Staff writer Brian Trompeter can 
be reached at btrompeter@iniusa.org.
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The Wesley College of Health & Behavioral Sciences and 
the Education Health & Research International presents

(A G E   F R I E N D L Y)

Delaware GWEP
INAUGURALINAUGURAL SYMPOSIUM SYMPOSIUM

SCAN HERE
TO REGISTER

TOUR THESE SERVICE PROVIDERS:

Speakers•Q& A Sessions•Family Resources
JUNE 18 - Start time is 8:30 AM to 1:30 PM, 
& Lunch will be provided by EHRI 
Milford Wellness Village
21 W Clarke Ave, Milford, DE 19963

Saturdays, May through December | 8 AM to 1 PM
Artwork courtesy of Cathy Walls

302-422-5462
602 SE 4th St. • Milford
Open Wed, Thurs, Fri 8 to 5, Sat 8 to 3, Sun 8 to 1

(We close early if we sell out)
www.fortunatasbakery.squarespace.com

B A K E RY

Call a day or two ahead for 
special orders and connect 
with us through Facebook 

for updates. 

Our bread has no 
preservatives and is 

made with our freshly 
made dough every day.

Fresh Baked Rolls And Bread • Kaisers • Sub Rolls  
Baguettes •  Dinner Rolls • Italian Loaves 

 Raisin Bread on Fridays 
 Pizza Dough, Scones, Sticky Buns & Other Sweets

302-945-7131302-945-7131
www.mcneilspaving.com

Serving Delmarva For 60 Years

Call today
for a 

FREE
Estimate

MHIC# 
05-154744

Residential & 
Commercial

Are you tired of driving in water, mud, & potholes?
We can help you!

Blacktop • Tar & Chip • Road Millings • Sealcoating
Can’t afford asphalt prices?

Call today and ask about tar & chip, our maintenance free driveways.
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Developers seek 
apartments, 
commercial sites

By Brian Trompeter
Milford Harrington Independent

MILFORD — The Board of Ad-
justment May 8 granted lot width 
and density variances for a proposed 
mixed-use project at 111 N. Walnut 
St.

However, it rejected a request to 
increase the building’s height by 17 
feet over the maximum allowed.

Applicants Zachary and Marissa 
King, who filed under “111 N. Wal-
nut LLC,” are seeking to build up to 
16 one- and two-bedroom “micro” 
apartments at the vacant 0.09-acre 
property.

They would also offer commercial 
uses on the structure’s roof, first floor 
and basement.

The hearing drew about 20 people 
with mixed opinions.

Terry Rogers of Lincoln, who 
owns The Milford Times, spoke in fa-
vor, saying the city has ample parking 
nearby and needs more retail options 
and activities at night.

She also cited the Kings’ business 
and restoration efforts elsewhere.

“When the Kings take on a build-
ing, they do it with style and grace,” 
Ms. Rogers said.

On the other hand, Daniel Bond, 
who is converting the historic Carlisle 
Firehouse into apartments, said the 
North Walnut Street building would 
affect the historic district.

“I do think it is too high and inap-
propriate to be right on the curb up 
front,” he said.

Mr. Bond added that infill devel-

opment brings needed jobs and hous-
ing, but experts should be consulted 
to build an appropriate structure in 
the historic area.

Following the discussion, board 
members, with a 4-1 vote, granted a 
variance to allow up to 178 dwelling 
units per acre at the site, up from the 
currently allowed 16. The parcel is 
less than a 10th of an acre.

Explaining his no vote, chair Bren-
dan Warfel said, “I feel the density is 
just not consistent with the area.”

Secondly, the board unanimously 
approved the variance to allow the lot to 
be subdivided with a width of 48.2 feet, 
versus the city’s minimum of 50 feet.

But the Kings’ request to allow a 
52-foot-tall building — rather than 
the city’s maximum of 35 feet — was 
denied, 5-0.

Mr. King told the board that the 

building’s parapet would be just 45 
feet high and that the extra 7 feet — 
housing an elevator, stair shaft and 
improvements for a potential rooftop 
bar — would be set back from the 
structure’s edges.

He also pointed out several oth-
er buildings in Milford, including 
70-foot-tall Jesus Love Temple, that 
exceed the height limit.

Following Thursday’s decisions, 
Mr. King said he had anticipated 
fifty-fifty odds of being granted all 
three variances and is “pleasantly 
surprised” that the density increase 
passed.

“We’ll probably make some small 
adjustments and come back and re-
address the height,” he added. “We’ll 
reiterate the historic nature and talk 
(about) how I think what we’re doing 
is above and beyond in making the 

building look as historic as possible.”
However, “if we had to cut an en-

tire floor off and stick to the 35-foot 
(limit), it would probably make the 
project nonviable,” he said.

Mr. King did acknowledge a board 
member’s point that costs increase 
when constructing taller buildings.

“We haven’t dug into those details 
yet, which is what we will dig into be-
fore the next meeting,” he said. “A lot 
of times, we don’t want to spend tens 
of thousands of dollars on engineering 
costs if we think the board is going to 
deny an application.”

111 N. Walnut LLC has also filed 
a conditional-use application with 
the city, which will be heard by the 
Planning Commission on May 20 
and City Council on May 27.

Staff writer Brian Trompeter can 
be reached at btrompeter@iniusa.org.

Two variances granted for Milford’s 111 N. Walnut St.

The owners of 111 N. Walnut St. in Milford hope to build a mixed-use building at the 0.09-acre site, but were denied a variance by the city’s Board of 
Adjustment May 8 for a height increase to 52 feet. MILFORD HARRINGTON INDEPENDENT/BRIAN TROMPETER
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St. John the Apostle | St. BernadetteSt. John the Apostle | St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic ParishRoman Catholic Parish

 

Pastor: Rev. Anthony Giamello • Associate Pastor: Rev. Jones Kukatla • www.stjohnsmilford.com
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(302) 422-5123 

ST. BERNADETTE PARISH
109 Dixon Street • Harrington 
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Milford Harrington Independent

MILFORD — People of all ages 
flocked to Milford’s Walnut Street 
and Riverwalk area Saturday,  
April 26, to take part in the annual Bug & 
Bud Spring Festival.

Hosted by Downtown Milford Inc., the 
event featured dozens of vendors plying 
their wares, music supplied by disc jockeys 
and ladybug-themed souvenirs everywhere. 

The highlight was the parade down Wal-
nut Street, which drew people and pets in 
insect costumes, a woman on stilts dressed 
as a monarch butterfly and families with 
children in strollers and on bicycles.

Three beauty-contest winners also took 
part and students at Bayside Gymnastics 
put on a show of their skills. 

Event organizers later awarded prizes for 
best costume in several categories.

1. Carolann Dreisbach of Felton and her corgi, Bane.
2. From left, Miss Milford Desiree Hazzard, Miss Kent 
County Mia Demby and Miss Delaware Nova Gaffney 
pose before joining the parade.
3. Clockwise from upper left, Bayside Gymnastics stu-
dents Grace Williams, Sophia Clark, Kayla Turner and 
Addison Hostedler watch as Reagan Fitzgerald does a 
handstand.
4. Milford residents April Bowman and her daughter 
Heidi, 4, dressed as spring to take part in the parade.
5. Bug & Bud Spring Festival attendees check out 
vendors’ wares on Walnut Street.
6. Maya Gibbons of Lincoln poses with her pit bull, 
Django.
7. Jenna Lamb of Harrington, who works for Circus 
Elements, donned a butterfly costume and walked on 
stilts.
MILFORD HARRINGTON INDEPENDENT/BRIAN TROMPETER

Bug & Bud Festival draws Bug & Bud Festival draws 
families, costumed revelersfamilies, costumed revelers
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A Program of All-Inclusive Care for 
the Elderly is where you can get all 
the care you need.
Did you know our Day Center is here to 
meet your needs?
• The PACE Your LIFE Day Center is conveniently  

located at the Milford Wellness Village and  
meets individual’s medical and social needs.

• Some participants only visit the center for  
medical appointments, while others attend to  
socialize, enjoy meals and participate in activities.

• Round-trip transportation is available to the  
day center and for medical appointments.

You can join PACE Your LIFE if you meet the following conditions: You are 55 or 
older; You live in the service area – 19958, 19968, 19941, 19933, 19950, 19960, 
19963, 19954, 19952, 19962, 19979, 19946, 19943, 19934; you need assistance 
with one activity of daily living and one independent activity of daily living (The 
State of Delaware’s criteria for nursing home level of care); and you are able to 
live safely in your home with the support of PACE Your LIFE

To learn more visit paceyourlifemwv.com or call 302-865-3565. 

PACE Your LIFE is located at the Milford Wellness Village

Your Life, Your Home, Your Way 

Bug & Bud Festival draws Bug & Bud Festival draws 
families, costumed revelersfamilies, costumed revelers
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Save the Date NOW
for this year:

Saturday,  
June 14, 2025

More info at: 
DelmarvaEvents.net

SCENES FROM THESCENES FROM THE

2024 DOVER CON2024 DOVER CON
SCENES FROM THESCENES FROM THE

2024 DOVER CON2024 DOVER CON

Check out our

featuring a variety of events from 
throughout Downstate Delaware and 

Maryland’s Eastern Shore! 

 Find it at BayToBayNews.com/calendar

Check out our

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

MORE LOCAL NEWS ONLINE!MORE LOCAL NEWS ONLINE!
Look for these e-Newspapers for more coverage

from our other local communities.

Find them at the “E-NEWSPAPERS” pull down menu at 

baytobaynews.combaytobaynews.com 

Celebrating the Place We Call Home • Vol. 11 No. 51 • Tuesday, April 22, 2025

FREE

SALISBURYINDEPENDENT
BayToBayNews.com

BayToBayNews.com

atat

Part of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA

Part of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA

Wicomico County Executive Julie Giordano, surrounded by department heads and county leaders, presents her State of the County address. SALISBURY 

INDEPENDENT/RICHARD CAINES

Wicomico County Executive Giordano, 

Wicomico County Executive Giordano, 

staff and leaders reflect on past year

staff and leaders reflect on past year

By Richard Caines
Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — Public safety, 

capital improvements and education 

were among many topics discussed 

during the April 10 State of the 

County Address held in Salisbury. 

Wicomico County Executive Julie 

Giordano gave her third address since 

being elected in 2022 – the first wom-

an to ever hold the post in Wicomico 

County’s history. Department heads 

and county leaders also provided 

feedback during the nearly two-hour 

event.
“Once again, I have invited them 

to be part of this year’s State of the 

County address because we stand 

together as a united front, working 

collaboratively to serve the people of 

Wicomico County,” Giordano said. 

Giordano said they introduced 

“six pillars of success” last year to 

help guide the vision and strategic 

initiatives for the county centered 

around employee recruitment and re-

tention, public safety, modernization 

and efficiency of local government, 

education, economic development 

and community investment. 

“These six pillars are not just guid-

ing principles, they are embedded in 

the very foundation of our budget, 

policies and daily decision making,” 

Giordano said. “Every initiative we 

undertake is measured against these 

priorities to ensure that we continue 

moving forward in a way that benefits 

our residents, businesses and future 

generations.”Employee recruitment and re-

tention
Giordano said she considers em-

ployee recruitment and retention 

one of the most important initiatives 

in building a strong and successful 
• See Wicomico on page 4

Easter egg hunt 
brings joy to Salisbury Boys 

& Girls Club membersBy Richard Caines
Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — Nearly 60 Boys 

& Girls Club members were able to 

experience an early Easter thanks to a 

donation and partnership by Walmart 

store #2931 in Fruitland. 

Excitement filled the air at the re-

cently expanded Truitt Street Com-

munity Center April 17 as local chil-

dren were given blue Walmart-logoed 

canvas bags and given the opportu-

nity to go on an Easter adventure, 

searching for hundreds of treat-filled 

eggs strategically placed by store 

management, associates and staff of 

Maroon PR, a Columbia-based cre-

ative communications agency. 

“One thing that Walmart loves to 

do is community outreach and fund 

in creative ways other than saying 

here’s a big check,” Maroon PR Ac-

count Manager Mike Twiname said. 

Walmart Store Manager Shannon 

Argy said they are honored to give 

out community grants and events like 

the Easter egg hunt brings her “joy” 

to see the excitement of the children. 
• See Egg Hunt on page 4
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Salads
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Breakfast   Platters/Omelettes/Sandwiches
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Buzz Kill
Mosquito control unit
springs into action

By Brian Trompeter
Milford Harrington Independent

MILFORD — It’s not as glamorous as swooping 
low over a marsh in a helicopter or soaring above fields 
and forests in a fixed-wing aircraft.

But, this time of year, dipping plastic containers into 
standing woodland water helps the Delaware Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and Environmental Con-
trol’s Mosquito Control Section determine where to 
target insecticides.

David Moore, an environmental scientist with the 
section, demonstrated the technique last month in a 
swampy tree line in the Milford Neck Nature Preserve.

Wearing rubber boots, he used a wooden pole to 
lower a white cup into the dingy, tea-colored water.

Sure enough, it was loaded with tiny mosquito lar-
vae.

The Mosquito Control Section will spend late 
March and early April treating inland forested wet-
lands near populated areas — the idea being to kill as 

• See Mosquito on page 8

Harrington dedicates first formal playground

By Brian Trompeter
Milford Harrington Independent

HARRINGTON — The 
city of Harrington has lots of 
small recreational areas dubbed 

parks, but officials said the new 
children’s playground behind 
the Parks and Recreation De-
partment’s facility that they 
dedicated Friday, April 4, is 

its first formal park.
The city obtained the Game 

Time playground equipment 
from Cunningham Recreation, 

State Sen. Dave Wilson, City Council member Jack Stewart, Mayor Duane 
E. Bivans, Acting Parks and Recreation Director Doug Poore, Assistant 
City Manager Amanda Marlow, Council member Darrin Simpson and 
state Rep. Shannon Morris take part in the April 4 ribbon cutting for a 
new children’s playground behind the Parks and Recreation Department 
building. MILFORD HARRINGTON INDEPENDENT/BRIAN TROMPETER

Dover PD 

sees rise in 

shoplifting, 

overdoses
Homicides increase three-

fold year over year

By Kaitlyn Cupelli

Daily State News

DOVER — Police Chief Thomas A. 

Johnson Jr. shared the Dover Police De-

partment’s 2024 annual report March 

24, announcing an increase in shoplift-

ing, overdoses and homicides.

The numbers, reported during a City 

Council meeting, included three times 

the number of homicides in 2024 (six) 

than 2023 (two).

By Kaitlyn Cupelli

Daily State News

DOVER — Charlotte Phillips is a wom-

an who grew up with a love for reading. Her 

mother read to her constantly, and her grand-

mother was a librarian. 

It was from this love of books that an idea 

came to be: what if she provided children’s 

books to local barbershops? 

Ms. Phillips first read about this idea in 

an article. She also observed fathers and sons 

walking on Loockerman Street on the week-

ends, coming back from getting haircuts. 

“I just thought, oh, this is a great way to 

promote a love of reading,” Ms. Phillips said. 

“And to engage these owners.”

According to Ms. Phillips, reading levels, 

especially for Black boys, are abysmal in Del-

aware and the country overall. Not know-

ing how to read is also directly related to the 
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Dover baker
turns middle 

school dream 

into reality; 18

Tyeisha Grier, right, helped Charlotte Phillips further develop her project with Network 

Delaware. GREATER DOVER INDEPENDENT/KAITLYN CUPELLI

• See Books on page 4
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Dover woman provides books to 

children in local barbershops
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Volunteering may be 

down but there’s 

still 
a spirit t

o serve

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

DEAL ISLAND — It 

was more than the usual 

awards banquet for the Deal 

Island-Chance 
Volunteer 

Fire Company as members 

celebrated 70 years si
nce its 

founding as a way for neigh-

bors to
 help neighbors.

Following 
icebreakers 

and a rundown of the eve-

ning’s 
agenda President 

Charles “Chuck” Jacobson 

introduced 50-year member 

and former Assista
nt Chief 

Danny Ray Webster who 

presented Chs. T. “Tommy” 

Northam and his wife Jean 

two framed 70th anniversary 

challenge coins commemo-

rating his place as the last of 

the charter members.

Founded on Sept. 29, 

1954 Mr. Northam said he 

was proud to have been a 

part of the crew that helped 

fight the first fi
re on Oct. 1, 

1955 which was not long af-

ter a sire
n had been installed 

at the firehouse.

“I dashed out of my home 

and saw flames and smoke 

coming from around three 

doors (down) from where I 

lived,” he recalled. “It w
as a 

shed fire at Price Webster’s 

property.”

Those committed volun-

teers along with their 1942 

Ford pumper named Nellie 

Belle soon extinguished the 

fire so it would not spread. 

It w
as said the oystermen in 

Deal Island-Chance VFC members after 

70 years are still helping their neighbors

See Deal Island VFC on page 4

Will open uptown to 

start but will build on 

land outside city limits

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — A medical 

doctor with more than 50 years 

of experience will be joined by 

a board certified nurse practi-

tioner to open an 

advanced primary 

care office in up-

town Crisfield.

“There’s 
no 

place better than 

Crisfield,” 
Dr. 

Howard Haft said, 

calling Somerset 

County the most medically un-

derserved area in the state and 

one of his “final last la
ps” during 

his career will be to establish 

this family care facility to offer 

“strong primary care.”

The city is le
asing temporary 

office space inside the former 

McCrory’s five and dime, and 

Dr. Haft hopes to start seeing 

patients in
 April. T

he permanent 

site will be new construction on 

Crisfield Highway, across from 

Maple Shade, which ironically 

started as a medical center op-

erated by the Barhans, la
ter be-

coming Crisfield Clinic.

“It will be fully complete, a 

modern facility, I lo
ve the spot,” 

Dr. H
aft said, and 

it w
ill provide the 

space he needs to 

see children and 

young adults 
as 

the uptown loca-

tion is to
o small for 

pediatric care.

Brandon 
D. 

Milligan, a Princess Anne na-

tive who is a family nurse practi-

tioner, w
ill be working with him 

as Dr. Haft continues to recruit 

additional providers, a
nticipating 

up to five in the new facility.

Family medical practice 

announced for Crisfield

See Family Practice page 3
Howard

Haft

Brandon

Milligan

Tommy Northam, left, holds the citations from the General Assembly to honor the 70th anniversary of the 

Deal Island-Chance Volunteer Fire Company of which he was a charter member. They were presented by 

Del. Charles Otto and Sen. Mary Beth Carozza during the company’s annual banquet, and they are joined by 

Chief Donald Ford, a 40-year member, and Assistant Chief George Mister Jr. COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

$9M shortfall persist
s; 

priorities expressed but 

FY25 expenses unclear

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

WESTOVER — A work ses-

sion held by the Somerset Coun-

ty Board of Education to recom-

mend ways to close a $9 million 

gap in next year’s $50 million 

budget spent more time look-

ing back and asking questions 

on why various accounts in the 

current spending plan are flush 

with cash and not showing any 

drawdown despite the year being 

more than half over.

“We rank last in math, and 

we are second to last in
 reading,” 

said Board Chair M
att Lankford. 

“The concern that we have as a 

board is overseeing the budget 

with inadequate reports. 
The 

bigger the budget, th
e more de-

tail that’s re
quired.”

CFO Linda Johnson said the 

Blueprint for M
aryland’s Future 

looks at funding per school based 

on a formula that cites sta
tutory 

categories, funding and enroll-

ment “and that is h
ow you’re sup-

posed to staff and fund a school.”

Next year 50% of spending is 

to be aligned with the Blueprint, 

and after that all public schools 

must sa
tisfy

 Blueprint directives, 

and she is r
ealigning the budget 

to conform to those requirements.

“We know we are not spend-

ing the way Blueprint wants it 

spent,” she said, “but you got 

to try and start somewhere, 

and putting those budget lines 

in there” shows how funds are 

divided and when totaled are 

equivalent to each category’s ap-

proved allotment.

That’s w
hy “it’s imperative,” 

Ms. Johnson said, that the fis-

cal year 2026 budget is crafted 

so that it n
ot only balances “but 

fits” Blueprint’s standards “and 

it’s g
oing to be very difficult.”

School board wants more 

clarity, details on budget

See SCPS Budget page 6 Unit of Black women 

got military mail back 

on track in WWII 

By Robert Stewart 

Capital News Service

ANNAPOLIS — After 

decades of hearing their sto
-

ries only as family lore, if th
ey 

heard them at all, th
e fami-

lies of 19 Maryland women 

who served in the 6888th 

Battalion are watching those 

stories come alive — and en-

joying the long-awaited rec-

ognition.

The 6888th is the pre-

dominantly Black postal unit 

that served in World War II 

and is the subject of Tyler 

Perry’s blockbuster movie, 

The Six Triple Eight.

“I have wanted my 

mother and my aunt to be 

honored and to be appreci-

ated for a long time,” said 

Catonsville resident Karen 

Taylor, “and now because 

of the Tyler Perry movie the 

world knows what they ac-

complished.”

Although not main char-

acters in
 Perry’s m

ovie, Tay-

lor’s m
other and aunt — who 

were born and raised in Cris-

field — were both members 

of the postal unit featured in 

the film that was released in 

early December.

A salute to the ‘Six Triple Eight’

See ‘Six Triple Eight’ page 8

Karen Taylor of Catonsville shows a photo of her mother, Vivian Elzie Taylor, of Crisfield, who along with her sister Mari-

an served with the 6888th Battalion during World War II. The service of this unit of Black women is highlighted in a new 

movie that will be shown at Gallery 413 this Friday with Ms. Taylor a special guest. CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE/ROBERT STEWART
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No loan needed for 

first p
hase, council 

seeks $2.4M more

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Secretary Josh Kurtz sent 

Crisfield an early Christm
as 

present by allowing the city 

to apply up to $5 million in 

state-funded improvements 

at Somers Cove Marina as 

the city’s match for federal 

flood mitigation.

With more than $36 mil-

lion awarded for improve-

ments south of Chesapeake 

Avenue — and a similar 

amount estim
ated to fin-

ish the job on the northern 

section — the city will be 

required to put up 10% or 

more than $7 million assum-

ing the second funding re-

quest to
 FEMA is approved.

To reach that goal, the 

city applied for $1.9 mil-

lion from the Department 

of the Environment, but the 

only guaranteed money was 

$200,000 pledged by The 

Nature Conservancy and a 

$5 million loan with an in-

terest ra
te of 0.5%.

Mayor Darlene Taylor 

pursued an opportunity to 

work with DNR and last 

Wednesday reported “The 

good news” that Secretary 

Kurtz would “compliment” 

the city’s effort “by offering 

to spend $5 million on mari-

na improvements as in-kind 

state contribution.”

“That’s 
the match we 

were looking for. As op-

posed to having to take out 

a $5 million loan, the DNR 

has agreed to allow us to 

use $5 million of their im-

provements…as match to our 

grant,” the mayor said.

DNR will let city use $5 million in 

marina work as FEMA grant match

BaytoBayNews.com  |  Crisfi eld-Somerset County Times  |  October 16, 2024  11  

— INSIDE —

With his sleigh and reindeer still back at the North Pole, Santa Claus checked out 

his delivery plan for Christmas Eve while driving a yellow school bus for Somer-

set County Public Schools. Ol’ St. Nick (who bore a striking resemblance to Koly 

Ward) was on duty for the Judy Center during the night of the Crisfield Christmas 

Parade and no doubt kept an eye on children along the way and to see whether or 

not they were being naughty or nice. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COMING SOON

See FEMA Match on page 6

Virtual pre-hearing 

with PSC is D
ec. 23

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — Econox 

Renewables Inc. of Win-

chester, Mass., 
is seeking a 

Certificate of Public Conve-

nience and Necessity
 from 

the Maryland Public Service 

Commissio
n to construct a 

2.04 megawatt alternating 

current solar energy gener-

ating system in the area of 

29715-29899 Deal Island 

Road west of Princess A
nne.

The estim
ated $7 million 

“Deal Island Solar Project” 

would occupy some 11 acres 

of a 60-acre property owned 

by Ronald G. Warren, and 

according to the company’s 

petitio
n to the PSC antici-

pates construction to start in
 

the last quarter of 2025.

The site is zoned Medium 

Density Residential-2 and 

while “not permitted” in the 

county’s ordinance on float-

ing zones for Utility
 Scale 

Solar Energy, the applicant 

states “it complies with many 

of the requirements,” for ex-

ample, it’s 
consiste

nt with 

regulations for Ag Residential 

AR and Industria
l-2 distric

ts.

Because the property is 

primarily woods, it would 

be well screened and it is
 de-

signed to have over 500 feet 

of distance from the closest 

neighbors. 
The applicant 

states the Chesapeake Bay 

Critical Area, floodplains and 

wetlands are not impacted.

Utility scale solar project planned for 

11 acre site west of Princess Anne

See Utility
 Scale Solar page 9
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No loan needed for 

first p
hase, council 

seeks $2.4M more

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Secretary Josh Kurtz sent 

Crisfield an early Christm
as 

present by allowing the city 

to apply up to $5 million in 

state-funded improvements 

at Somers Cove Marina as 

the city’s match for federal 

flood mitigation.

With more than $36 mil-

lion awarded for improve-

ments south of Chesapeake 

Avenue — and a similar 

amount estim
ated to fin-

ish the job on the northern 

section — the city will be 

required to put up 10% or 

more than $7 million assum-

ing the second funding re-

quest to
 FEMA is approved.

To reach that goal, the 

city applied for $1.9 mil-

lion from the Department 

of the Environment, but the 

only guaranteed money was 

$200,000 pledged by The 

Nature Conservancy and a 

$5 million loan with an in-

terest ra
te of 0.5%.

Mayor Darlene Taylor 

pursued an opportunity to 

work with DNR and last 

Wednesday reported “The 

good news” that Secretary 

Kurtz would “compliment” 

the city’s effort “by offering 

to spend $5 million on mari-

na improvements as in-kind 

state contribution.”

“That’s 
the match we 

were looking for. As op-

posed to having to take out 

a $5 million loan, the DNR 

has agreed to allow us to 

use $5 million of their im-

provements…as match to our 

grant,” the mayor said.

DNR will let city use $5 million in 

marina work as FEMA grant match

BaytoBayNews.com  |  Crisfi eld-Somerset County Times  |  October 16, 2024  11  

— INSIDE —

With his sleigh and reindeer still back at the North Pole, Santa Claus checked out 

his delivery plan for Christmas Eve while driving a yellow school bus for Somer-

set County Public Schools. Ol’ St. Nick (who bore a striking resemblance to Koly 

Ward) was on duty for the Judy Center during the night of the Crisfield Christmas 

Parade and no doubt kept an eye on children along the way and to see whether or 

not they were being naughty or nice. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COMING SOON

See FEMA Match on page 6

Virtual pre-hearing 

with PSC is D
ec. 23

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — Econox 

Renewables Inc. of Win-

chester, Mass., 
is seeking a 

Certificate of Public Conve-

nience and Necessity
 from 

the Maryland Public Service 

Commissio
n to construct a 

2.04 megawatt alternating 

current solar energy gener-

ating system in the area of 

29715-29899 Deal Island 

Road west of Princess A
nne.

The estim
ated $7 million 

“Deal Island Solar Project” 

would occupy some 11 acres 

of a 60-acre property owned 

by Ronald G. Warren, and 

according to the company’s 

petitio
n to the PSC antici-

pates construction to start in
 

the last quarter of 2025.

The site is zoned Medium 

Density Residential-2 and 

while “not permitted” in the 

county’s ordinance on float-

ing zones for Utility
 Scale 

Solar Energy, the applicant 

states “it complies with many 

of the requirements,” for ex-

ample, it’s 
consiste

nt with 

regulations for Ag Residential 

AR and Industria
l-2 distric

ts.

Because the property is 

primarily woods, it would 

be well screened and it is
 de-

signed to have over 500 feet 

of distance from the closest 

neighbors. 
The applicant 

states the Chesapeake Bay 

Critical Area, floodplains and 

wetlands are not impacted.

Utility scale solar project planned for 

11 acre site west of Princess Anne

See Utility
 Scale Solar page 9
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Leaves decision to BZA 

as ordinance is O
K’d 

to follow state mandate

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — With 

only three Town Commissio
ners 

present to vote, Princess Anne 

amended its z
oning ordinance to 

allow for licensed cannabis grow-

ing, processing and sales provid-

ed setbacks are met and a special 

exception is granted by the Board 

of Zoning Appeals.

The regulations provide for 

cannabis growers and proces-

sors to
 be restric

ted to industria
l 

zones, w
hile dispensaries will be 

allowed in Community Com-

mercial C-1 and General Com-

mercial C-2 zones.

A public hearing was held 

prior to the start of the regular 

February legislative session with 

residents speaking both for and 

against th
e ordinance.

One 63-year-old who uses 

cannabis for pain relief said it 

would be good for Princess A
nne 

so residents lik
e him don’t have 

to travel to Salisbury, and one of 

his neighbors sa
id, “it w

ould be 

the right thing for this town.”

“You’re asking for our opin-

ion,” said the Rev. Dean DeFino 

of Antioch Church. “This is 
go-

ing to be a detrim
ent to Princess 

Anne. We’re going to be known 

as the place to get your drugs.” 

Kindequity LLC by lottery 

was approved by the state last 

summer to open a cannabis dis-

pensary in Somerset County and 

is looking to do that on the south-

east corner of Mt. Vernon Road 

and U.S. 13, in what was once 

the former Peaky’s re
staurant.

It has until th
e end of this year 

to be in operation, and because 

it believes the town has been 

dragging its feet in the process 

of granting permits, filed a writ 

of mandamus in Circuit Court 

Town approves zoning 

for cannabis licensees

See Cannabis Zoning page 4 20 lots in
 150-acre 

property in Westover 

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — 

The county’s plans for an in-

dustria
l park in Westover are 

taking shape as the Planning 

and Zoning Commissio
n ap-

proved this major subdivision 

for 20 lots ranging in size 

from 1.3 to nearly 10 acres.

Plans call for six
 lots fro

nt-

ing Revell’s N
eck Road but 

like the others they are ac-

cessible from one of three 

interior roads that end in cul-

de-sacs.

Brock Parker of Parker & 

Associates, who drafted the 

subdivision plans, said, “We 

tried to diversify
 the lot siz

e 

to give several offerings…you 

really can’t anticipate what 

everybody’s going to want, or 

need,” and lots can be re-sub-

divided if necessary, he said.

Construction of 
the 

streets can be in phases, with 

Revell’s 
Neck Road im-

proved to have acceleration 

and deceleration lanes. Each 

street, named Redden Lane, 

Thompson Drive and Drew-

er Way on the plans, will pro-

vide for full tru
ck movement 

“so big rigs can get in and get 

out and turn around,” Mr. 

Parker said.

Industrial park subdivision a go

See Industrial Park page 5

Mayor Darlene Taylor looks toward the parking lot to see if others are arriving for a pre-bid meeting on the en-

gineering and design for elevating the City Dock 18 inches. With her from left are Joey Collins of Rauch Inc.; 

Shanell Haughton, grant administrator and project coordinator for the city; Reggie Mariner of George, Miles 

& Buhr; and Peterallen Hirschoff, the city’s new building inspector and code enforcer. When construction gets 

underway, the pavilion will come down and be replaced by some other structure or bandstand that will be de-

signed by Design Collective of Baltimore, which will prepare three concepts for public consideration and ulti-

mately City Council approval. Last Wednesday’s meeting was not mandatory, and bid requirements are on 

the city’s website. The last day to submit proposals is Friday, Feb. 21 with an award of bid anticipated Feb. 

28 with the contractor having 90 days to complete the plans. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

PLANNING FOR SOMETHING NEW
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Judge finds town failed 

to act on requested 

zoning, building docs 

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — Re-

tired Wicomico County Circuit 

Court Ju
dge W. Newton Jackson 

III ruled in favor of the limited 

liability company that wants to 

open a cannabis dispensary in 

Princess A
nne, granting summa-

ry judgment on its motion that 

town officials act on its request 

for a zoning certificate and build-

ing permit so it can start work 

converting a former restaurant 

into a retro-themed pharmacy. 

Kindequity LLC in December 

filed a writ o
f mandamus against 

the Town Commissio
ners, their 

manager and zoning director, 

and its a
ttorney was in court la

st 

Thursday to make its c
ase.

Attorney Matthew Murnane 

for the plaintiffs told Judge Jack-

son that the town has not done 

anything about Kindequity’s 

requests, 
and had no record the 

application was denied, and in 

his opinion the town “had no in-

tention of doing anything.”

Further, the zoning ordi-

nance the commissio
ners passed 

on Feb. 5 was flawed as it t
reats 

cannabis differently than alcohol 

by requiring a special exception 

hearing before the Board of Zon-

ing Appeals (B
ZA) for only can-

nabis when by state law cannabis 

and alcohol must be treated the 

same, Mr. M
urnane said.

The zoning ordinance “is un-

lawful,” he said, and wanted the 

court to
 order the town to follow 

its re
quired ministerial duties. M

r. 

Murnane added that there is n
o 

need to take this to
 tria

l because 

“this is 
a clear matter of law.”

For the town, attorney Chris-

topher Smith said the state uses 

the term “retail dealer” while the 

town code’s terminology is “retail 

Kindequity’s complaint 

against town affirmed

See Kindequity Complaint page 5

Participants m
um if 

there are next ste
ps 

or a fresh approach  

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — A 

meeting the County Com-

missio
ners 

requested five 

months ago with leaders of 

the Maryland Department 

of Public Safety and Correc-

tional Services about sta
ffing 

shortfalls at Eastern Correc-

tional Institu
tion took place 

last week in closed session.

Afterward neither sid
e of-

fered any substantive details 

on how that discussion went, 

or if there were any break-

throughs or next ste
ps.

Among those in atten-

dance were DPSCS Secre-

tary Carolyn J. S
cruggs, and 

Division of Correction Com-

missio
ner J. Philip Morgan, 

as well as Citizens’ Advisory 

Committee members, some 

of them having been in that 

role since before the Westo-

ver prison opened in 1987.

Secretary Scruggs said 

she’s lo
oking for a “produc-

tive partnership” with the 

commissio
ners, and will con-

tinue to be in contact with 

them while doing “the best 

we can do to meet the needs 

of the community.”

Former ECI Assista
nt 

Warden Sgt. Ronnie Dryden, 

who has been a champion for 

correctional officers, didn’t 

stay long after the meeting 

ended. He said he would 

have to unwind first and gath-

er his thoughts about what he 

heard before commenting.

“I think it w
ent well, and 

we’ll se
e where it ta

kes us,” 

said County Commissio
ner 

Darryl Webster, retired fa-

cility administra
tor, but no 

future meeting was planned. 

He said later he hopes to 

have more to say about this 

in the coming days. 

Limited update on ECI staffing

See DPSCS Meeting page 4

ECI correctional officer Ronnie Sterling, right, waited to talk with Department of Public Safety and Correc-

tional Services Secretary Carolyn Scruggs following her closed meeting with the County Commissioners. 

Also at that meeting was Phil Morgan, left, Division of Correction Commissioner, who is speaking with War-

ner Sumpter, a member of the Citizens’ Advisory Committee. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 9.

Spring Forward one hour before retiring Saturday.
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Permissio
n granted 

for solar project on 

West Post Office Rd.  

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — A Balti-

more City Circuit Court judge 

ruled in favor of the Maryland 

Public Service Commissio
n 

over the objections of Som-

erset County on the approval 

of a 3.9 megawatt so
lar ener-

gy generating station on West 

Post Office Road.

Judge Levi S. Zaslow 

said the PSC “applied the 

correct standard of review” 

and affirmed its decision to 

grant a Certificate of Pub-

lic Convenience and Ne-

cessity
 (CPCN) to Rosehip 

Cleantech LLC. 

Last Wednesday’s court 

hearing was held over Zoom, 

and representing the county 

was attorney Kirk Simpkins 

who in part argued that due 

consideration was not given 

to the county and its z
oning 

ordinance.

He said the CPCN should 

be denied or at least re
mand-

ed back to the PSC so it can 

follow the local code. This 

piece of ground has long 

been in agriculture, he said, 

and with the proximity of 

houses there is great con-

cern about a solar field being 

detrim
ental to the neighbor-

hood and property values.

The nearly 20-acre site 

east of Princess Anne and 

west of Pete’s Hill Road is 

owned by Flonium Power 

LLC, which sought a special 

exception for the project from 

the Somerset County Board 

of Zoning Appeals but with-

drew its a
pplication before the 

August 2019 public hearing.

PSC decision affirmed over objections

See Solar Affirmed on page 11

$36 million to work 

on flood mitigation 

no longer available 

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Nine 

months after it was an-

nounced that $36.21 mil-

lion in federal funding was 

approved for the Southern 

Crisfield Flood Mitigation 

Project the Trump admin-

istra
tion’s Department of 

Homeland Security redi-

rected those FEMA funds 

for use in disaster relief.

The Federal Emergen-

cy Management Agency 

(FEMA) announced on 

April 4 it was ending the 

Building Resilient Infra-

structure and Communities 

(BRIC) program and can-

celed all BRIC applications 

from fiscal years 2020-23 

which included Crisfield’s.

The grant — which had 

not been disbursed — was re-

turned to the U.S. Treasury.

A FEMA spokesperson 

called the BRIC program 

“yet another example of 

a wasteful and ineffective 

FEMA program” which 

under Homeland Securi-

ty Secretary Kristi 
Noem 

was recommittin
g itself “to 

ensuring that Americans in 

crisis 
can get the help and re-

sources they need.”

“We have many feder-

al opportunities that we’re 

looking at that have been im-

pacted by the changes that 

are happening,” said Mayor 

Darlene Taylor. “They are 

big concerns that we’re go-

ing to lose a lot of the effort 

that we put in.”

However, as a woman 

of faith, Mayor Taylor is 

prayerful that this will not 

stand, and that the two years 

of collaborating with several 

agencies and nonprofits — 

and gaining commitments 

for millions in matching 

funds — was not in vain.

“I don’t know exactly 

where or how, but it’s
 going 

to come back,” she said. “It 

wasn’t good news, but I’m 

like, ‘OK Lord, where are we 

going from here?’ and I hon-

estly don’t know but I k
now 

it will be OK.”

FEMA’s flood grant dries up
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Owens led DC charter 

school, Handy resumes 

assista
nt principal role

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

WESTOVER — Wash-

ington Academy and High 

School has a new principal, 

Clifford Owens, who started 

Monday this w
eek after be-

ing appointed by Somerset 

County Public Schools.

Mr. O
wens, fo

rmer prin-

cipal of Hope Tolson Public 

Charter School in Washing-

ton, D.C., “brings over 25 

years of expe-

rience in pub-

lic education, 

along with a 

demonstrated 

record of trans-

f o r m a t i o n a l 

leadership and 

a 
steadfast 

commitment 

to student achievement,” ac-

cording to SCPS.

“Throughout his career, 

Mr. Owens has served stu-

dents from Pre-K through 

12th grade, promoting growth 

across academic, behavioral, 

and cultural domains — his 

‘ABCs of education.’ He is 

widely recognized for his 

work in school turnaround 

efforts and previously led a 

school honored as a National 

Blue Ribbon School.”

His educational philoso-

phy is c
entered on fostering 

excellence through expedi-

Washington High now has new principal

See New Principal on page 2

Stretches tim
eline, costs 

go up if st
ate gives less 

than expected in FY26

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

WESTOVER — Renova-

tion of Crisfield Academy and 

High School could take twice 

as long as proposed if th
e Mary-

land Interagency Commissio
n on 

School Construction (IA
C) cuts 

by more than half its anticipat-

ed financial commitment in the 

coming fiscal year.

Superintendent of Somerset 

County Public Schools Dr. Ava 

Tasker-M
itchell is being joined 

by the County Commissio
ns and 

Crisfield’s mayor requesting the 

IAC reconsider its p
roposal, which 

will im
pact cash flow, bog down 

the project tim
eline and ultimate-

ly cost th
e state more money.

The IAC approved $38.38 

million for comprehensive im-

provements th
at in February were 

estim
ated to cost $39.2 million.

Work is to start this summer 

and continue while students are 

in school with all systems and 

spaces except for locker rooms 

and Head Start th
at date to 2017 

completed by December 2027.

For FY26, the IAC proposes to 

allocate $8.5 million — $10 mil-

lion less than anticipated. Even 

with Somerset County Public 

Schools using its “
Built to

 Learn” 

(BLT) allotment that leaves a 

shortfall of nearly $7.659 million.

Dr. Tasker-Mitchell wrote to 

IAC Chair Edward Kasemeyer 

that “it would mean extending the 

project by at least th
ree years. T

his 

would increase the overall cost of 

the project by millions, necessi-

tating either an increase in overall 

funding or a reduction in scope.”

Further, dragging out the 

timeline of this occupied renova-

tion would displace and disrupt 

students “for a longer period…

further im
pacting the education-

al experience.”

Cash flow change could 

disrupt CAHS renovation

See CAHS Renovation page 9

$9M shortfall persist
s; 

priorities expressed but 

FY25 expenses unclear

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

WESTOVER — A work ses-

sion held by the Somerset Coun-

ty Board of Education to recom-

mend ways to close a $9 million 

gap in next year’s $50 million 

budget spent more time look-

ing back and asking questions 

on why various accounts in the 

current spending plan are flush 

with cash and not showing any 

drawdown despite the year being 

more than half over.

“We rank last in math, and 

we are second to last in
 reading,” 

said Board Chair M
att Lankford. 

“The concern that we have as a 

board is overseeing the budget 

with inadequate reports. 
The 

bigger the budget, th
e more de-

tail that’s re
quired.”

CFO Linda Johnson said the 

Blueprint for M
aryland’s Future 

looks at funding per school based 

on a formula that cites sta
tutory 

categories, funding and enroll-

ment “and that is h
ow you’re sup-

posed to staff and fund a school.”

Next year 50% of spending is 

to be aligned with the Blueprint, 

and after that all public schools 

must sa
tisfy

 Blueprint directives, 

and she is r
ealigning the budget 

to conform to those requirements.

“We know we are not spend-

ing the way Blueprint wants it 

spent,” she said, “but you got 

to try and start somewhere, 

and putting those budget lines 

in there” shows how funds are 

divided and when totaled are 

equivalent to each category’s ap-

proved allotment.

That’s w
hy “it’s imperative,” 

Ms. Johnson said, that the fis-

cal year 2026 budget is crafted 

so that it n
ot only balances “but 

fits” Blueprint’s standards “and 

it’s g
oing to be very difficult.”

School board wants more 

clarity, details on budget

See SCPS Budget page 6 Unit of Black women 

got military mail back 

on track in WWII 

By Robert Stewart 

Capital News Service

ANNAPOLIS — After 

decades of hearing their sto
-

ries only as family lore, if th
ey 

heard them at all, th
e fami-

lies of 19 Maryland women 

who served in the 6888th 

Battalion are watching those 

stories come alive — and en-

joying the long-awaited rec-

ognition.

The 6888th is the pre-

dominantly Black postal unit 

that served in World War II 

and is the subject of Tyler 

Perry’s blockbuster movie, 

The Six Triple Eight.

“I have wanted my 

mother and my aunt to be 

honored and to be appreci-

ated for a long time,” said 

Catonsville resident Karen 

Taylor, “and now because 

of the Tyler Perry movie the 

world knows what they ac-

complished.”

Although not main char-

acters in
 Perry’s m

ovie, Tay-

lor’s m
other and aunt — who 

were born and raised in Cris-

field — were both members 

of the postal unit featured in 

the film that was released in 

early December.

A salute to the ‘Six Triple Eight’

See ‘Six Triple Eight’ page 8

Karen Taylor of Catonsville shows a photo of her mother, Vivian Elzie Taylor, of Crisfield, who along with her sister Mari-

an served with the 6888th Battalion during World War II. The service of this unit of Black women is highlighted in a new 

movie that will be shown at Gallery 413 this Friday with Ms. Taylor a special guest. CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE/ROBERT STEWART
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No loan needed for 

first p
hase, council 

seeks $2.4M more

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Secretary Josh Kurtz sent 

Crisfield an early Christm
as 

present by allowing the city 

to apply up to $5 million in 

state-funded improvements 

at Somers Cove Marina as 

the city’s match for federal 

flood mitigation.

With more than $36 mil-

lion awarded for improve-

ments south of Chesapeake 

Avenue — and a similar 

amount estim
ated to fin-

ish the job on the northern 

section — the city will be 

required to put up 10% or 

more than $7 million assum-

ing the second funding re-

quest to
 FEMA is approved.

To reach that goal, the 

city applied for $1.9 mil-

lion from the Department 

of the Environment, but the 

only guaranteed money was 

$200,000 pledged by The 

Nature Conservancy and a 

$5 million loan with an in-

terest ra
te of 0.5%.

Mayor Darlene Taylor 

pursued an opportunity to 

work with DNR and last 

Wednesday reported “The 

good news” that Secretary 

Kurtz would “compliment” 

the city’s effort “by offering 

to spend $5 million on mari-

na improvements as in-kind 

state contribution.”

“That’s 
the match we 

were looking for. As op-

posed to having to take out 

a $5 million loan, the DNR 

has agreed to allow us to 

use $5 million of their im-

provements…as match to our 

grant,” the mayor said.

DNR will let city use $5 million in 

marina work as FEMA grant match

BaytoBayNews.com  |  Crisfi eld-Somerset County Times  |  October 16, 2024  11  

— INSIDE —

With his sleigh and reindeer still back at the North Pole, Santa Claus checked out 

his delivery plan for Christmas Eve while driving a yellow school bus for Somer-

set County Public Schools. Ol’ St. Nick (who bore a striking resemblance to Koly 

Ward) was on duty for the Judy Center during the night of the Crisfield Christmas 

Parade and no doubt kept an eye on children along the way and to see whether or 

not they were being naughty or nice. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COMING SOON

See FEMA Match on page 6

Virtual pre-hearing 

with PSC is D
ec. 23

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — Econox 

Renewables Inc. of Win-

chester, Mass., 
is seeking a 

Certificate of Public Conve-

nience and Necessity
 from 

the Maryland Public Service 

Commissio
n to construct a 

2.04 megawatt alternating 

current solar energy gener-

ating system in the area of 

29715-29899 Deal Island 

Road west of Princess A
nne.

The estim
ated $7 million 

“Deal Island Solar Project” 

would occupy some 11 acres 

of a 60-acre property owned 

by Ronald G. Warren, and 

according to the company’s 

petitio
n to the PSC antici-

pates construction to start in
 

the last quarter of 2025.

The site is zoned Medium 

Density Residential-2 and 

while “not permitted” in the 

county’s ordinance on float-

ing zones for Utility
 Scale 

Solar Energy, the applicant 

states “it complies with many 

of the requirements,” for ex-

ample, it’s 
consiste

nt with 

regulations for Ag Residential 

AR and Industria
l-2 distric

ts.

Because the property is 

primarily woods, it would 

be well screened and it is
 de-

signed to have over 500 feet 

of distance from the closest 

neighbors. 
The applicant 

states the Chesapeake Bay 

Critical Area, floodplains and 

wetlands are not impacted.

Utility scale solar project planned for 

11 acre site west of Princess Anne

See Utility
 Scale Solar page 9
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No loan needed for 

first p
hase, council 

seeks $2.4M more

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Secretary Josh Kurtz sent 

Crisfield an early Christm
as 

present by allowing the city 

to apply up to $5 million in 

state-funded improvements 

at Somers Cove Marina as 

the city’s match for federal 

flood mitigation.

With more than $36 mil-

lion awarded for improve-

ments south of Chesapeake 

Avenue — and a similar 

amount estim
ated to fin-

ish the job on the northern 

section — the city will be 

required to put up 10% or 

more than $7 million assum-

ing the second funding re-

quest to
 FEMA is approved.

To reach that goal, the 

city applied for $1.9 mil-

lion from the Department 

of the Environment, but the 

only guaranteed money was 

$200,000 pledged by The 

Nature Conservancy and a 

$5 million loan with an in-

terest ra
te of 0.5%.

Mayor Darlene Taylor 

pursued an opportunity to 

work with DNR and last 

Wednesday reported “The 

good news” that Secretary 

Kurtz would “compliment” 

the city’s effort “by offering 

to spend $5 million on mari-

na improvements as in-kind 

state contribution.”

“That’s 
the match we 

were looking for. As op-

posed to having to take out 

a $5 million loan, the DNR 

has agreed to allow us to 

use $5 million of their im-

provements…as match to our 

grant,” the mayor said.

DNR will let city use $5 million in 

marina work as FEMA grant match

BaytoBayNews.com  |  Crisfi eld-Somerset County Times  |  October 16, 2024  11  

— INSIDE —

With his sleigh and reindeer still back at the North Pole, Santa Claus checked out 

his delivery plan for Christmas Eve while driving a yellow school bus for Somer-

set County Public Schools. Ol’ St. Nick (who bore a striking resemblance to Koly 

Ward) was on duty for the Judy Center during the night of the Crisfield Christmas 

Parade and no doubt kept an eye on children along the way and to see whether or 

not they were being naughty or nice. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COMING SOON

See FEMA Match on page 6

Virtual pre-hearing 

with PSC is D
ec. 23

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — Econox 

Renewables Inc. of Win-

chester, Mass., 
is seeking a 

Certificate of Public Conve-

nience and Necessity
 from 

the Maryland Public Service 

Commissio
n to construct a 

2.04 megawatt alternating 

current solar energy gener-

ating system in the area of 

29715-29899 Deal Island 

Road west of Princess A
nne.

The estim
ated $7 million 

“Deal Island Solar Project” 

would occupy some 11 acres 

of a 60-acre property owned 

by Ronald G. Warren, and 

according to the company’s 

petitio
n to the PSC antici-

pates construction to start in
 

the last quarter of 2025.

The site is zoned Medium 

Density Residential-2 and 

while “not permitted” in the 

county’s ordinance on float-

ing zones for Utility
 Scale 

Solar Energy, the applicant 

states “it complies with many 

of the requirements,” for ex-

ample, it’s 
consiste

nt with 

regulations for Ag Residential 

AR and Industria
l-2 distric

ts.

Because the property is 

primarily woods, it would 

be well screened and it is
 de-

signed to have over 500 feet 

of distance from the closest 

neighbors. 
The applicant 

states the Chesapeake Bay 

Critical Area, floodplains and 

wetlands are not impacted.

Utility scale solar project planned for 

11 acre site west of Princess Anne

See Utility
 Scale Solar page 9

Wednesday, February 12, 2025   •   Covering Crisfield and Somerset County   •   Published since 1889

COUNTY TIMES

BayToBayNews.com

BayToBayNews.com

atat

Part of the Independent Newsmedia Network

Part of the Independent Newsmedia Network

BayToBay 

News.co
m

Part of the Independent Newsmedia Network

To subscribe call 800-426-4192

Leaves decision to BZA 

as ordinance is O
K’d 

to follow state mandate

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — With 

only three Town Commissio
ners 

present to vote, Princess Anne 

amended its z
oning ordinance to 

allow for licensed cannabis grow-

ing, processing and sales provid-

ed setbacks are met and a special 

exception is granted by the Board 

of Zoning Appeals.

The regulations provide for 

cannabis growers and proces-

sors to
 be restric

ted to industria
l 

zones, w
hile dispensaries will be 

allowed in Community Com-

mercial C-1 and General Com-

mercial C-2 zones.

A public hearing was held 

prior to the start of the regular 

February legislative session with 

residents speaking both for and 

against th
e ordinance.

One 63-year-old who uses 

cannabis for pain relief said it 

would be good for Princess A
nne 

so residents lik
e him don’t have 

to travel to Salisbury, and one of 

his neighbors sa
id, “it w

ould be 

the right thing for this town.”

“You’re asking for our opin-

ion,” said the Rev. Dean DeFino 

of Antioch Church. “This is 
go-

ing to be a detrim
ent to Princess 

Anne. We’re going to be known 

as the place to get your drugs.” 

Kindequity LLC by lottery 

was approved by the state last 

summer to open a cannabis dis-

pensary in Somerset County and 

is looking to do that on the south-

east corner of Mt. Vernon Road 

and U.S. 13, in what was once 

the former Peaky’s re
staurant.

It has until th
e end of this year 

to be in operation, and because 

it believes the town has been 

dragging its feet in the process 

of granting permits, filed a writ 

of mandamus in Circuit Court 

Town approves zoning 

for cannabis licensees

See Cannabis Zoning page 4 20 lots in
 150-acre 

property in Westover 

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — 

The county’s plans for an in-

dustria
l park in Westover are 

taking shape as the Planning 

and Zoning Commissio
n ap-

proved this major subdivision 

for 20 lots ranging in size 

from 1.3 to nearly 10 acres.

Plans call for six
 lots fro

nt-

ing Revell’s N
eck Road but 

like the others they are ac-

cessible from one of three 

interior roads that end in cul-

de-sacs.

Brock Parker of Parker & 

Associates, who drafted the 

subdivision plans, said, “We 

tried to diversify
 the lot siz

e 

to give several offerings…you 

really can’t anticipate what 

everybody’s going to want, or 

need,” and lots can be re-sub-

divided if necessary, he said.

Construction of 
the 

streets can be in phases, with 

Revell’s 
Neck Road im-

proved to have acceleration 

and deceleration lanes. Each 

street, named Redden Lane, 

Thompson Drive and Drew-

er Way on the plans, will pro-

vide for full tru
ck movement 

“so big rigs can get in and get 

out and turn around,” Mr. 

Parker said.

Industrial park subdivision a go

See Industrial Park page 5

Mayor Darlene Taylor looks toward the parking lot to see if others are arriving for a pre-bid meeting on the en-

gineering and design for elevating the City Dock 18 inches. With her from left are Joey Collins of Rauch Inc.; 

Shanell Haughton, grant administrator and project coordinator for the city; Reggie Mariner of George, Miles 

& Buhr; and Peterallen Hirschoff, the city’s new building inspector and code enforcer. When construction gets 

underway, the pavilion will come down and be replaced by some other structure or bandstand that will be de-

signed by Design Collective of Baltimore, which will prepare three concepts for public consideration and ulti-

mately City Council approval. Last Wednesday’s meeting was not mandatory, and bid requirements are on 

the city’s website. The last day to submit proposals is Friday, Feb. 21 with an award of bid anticipated Feb. 

28 with the contractor having 90 days to complete the plans. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

PLANNING FOR SOMETHING NEW

County Administrator R. Douglas “Doug” Taylor was honored last Friday by the County Commissioners with 

a proclamation and lunch in his honor during his last day on the job. The Frostburg State University graduate 

who served as a first lieutenant in the U.S. Army started county service in August 2004 as Director of Coun-

ty Roads, after which he was appointed County Administrator in October 2011. “Throughout his career, Doug 

has displayed exceptional professional ability, foresight, mature judgment, and the logical application of sound 

management principles, qualities that have earned him the respect and admiration of colleagues and commu-

nity members alike,” the proclamation stated, as read by Deputy County Administrator Ernie Leatherbury. Pic-

tured with him from left are Vice President Randy Laird, President Charles Laird, and Commissioners Darryl 

Webster and Eldon Willing. Mr. Taylor praised the team of employees he’s worked with, saying “You’re only as 

good as your staff.” “They’re unbelievable.” President Laird said the position will be filled as soon as possible 

as the commissioners extended their best wishes for Mr. Taylor’s “well-deserved retirement.” Commissioner 

Craig Mathies Sr. was unable to attend as was Charles Cavanaugh, director of solid waste, drainage and main-

tenance who retired last month after 35½ years of service. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR RETIRES

Clifford

Owens

Firehouse available 

only until year-end 

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — 

Somerset County will get its 

first t
aste of running an am-

bulance service much sooner 

than year-end as starting next 

week it ta
kes over payroll for 

the 17 career EMS employ-

ees now working their final 

days with the Princess A
nne 

Volunteer Fire Company.

A full board of Coun-

ty Commissio
ners and fire 

company trustees met face-

to-face for the first time in 

open session on Tuesday last 

week and PAVFC treasurer 

Robert M
urphey said, “two 

weeks fro
m tomorrow, that’s 

our last paycheck from us.”

In addition, tru
stees put a 

$650,000 price tag on the four 

ambulances, and $100,000 

on lifesaving equipment and 

associated supplies.

“This w
hole deal is l

ike a 

domino effect,” Mr. M
urphey 

said. “Once the employees 

change over, we drop the 

insurance, we drop the tele-

phone (and) change the lock.”

And trustee President Le-

muel White said when the 

paramedics become county 

employees, th
ey will no lon-

ger be on the fire company’s 

benefits plan.

The fire company in Janu-

ary announced it would end 

ambulance service July 1 and 

the County Commissioners 

later received assurance that it 

would be extended to Dec. 31. 

PAVFC: $750,000 for ambulances, equipment 

and it expects county to pickup payroll next week

See Ambulance Service page 4

Kristen Bratcher, a sixth grade science teacher at Somerset Intermediate School, 

was named the 2025 Somerset County Teacher of the Year during the annual din-

ner program held last Friday night at the Henson Center at UMES. Nominated by her 

school she was first chosen the Secondary Teacher of the Year, with Woodson Ele-

mentary School teacher Allison Grove the Elementary Teacher of the Year and county-

wide runner-up. Mrs. Bratcher will be the county’s candidate for Maryland Teacher of 

the Year this fall. With her from left are Superintendent Dr. Ava Tasker-Mitchell, Del. 

Charles Otto, Director of Schools Tracie Bartemy, and Board of Education Chair Matt 

Lankford. For the story see page 3. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

SOMERSET COUNTY TEACHER OF THE YEAR

See FEMA Grant on page 5

F r i d a y , 
A p r i l  2 5 , 

2 0 2 5
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3235 Bay Road (Rt. 1) • Milford, DEwww.portablebuildingsinc.com • 302-335-1300Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 3:30pm; Sat. 10am - 1pm

for those you’ve placed in my life
PORTABLE BUILDINGS, INC.

Thank you, Father,

ENERGY

By Joseph Edelen
Daily State News

DOVER — A proposal to roll back Delaware’s renewable energy portfo-lio standards was tabled in the House of Representatives’ Natural Resources & Energy Committee on April 16.The move comes as lawmakers continue to seek solutions for rising energy costs.
The standards require utilities to derive their energy from renewable sources, such as wind and solar — starting with a 25% floor in 2025 and increasing annually until a 2035 goal 

Bill to reduce  
requirements 
for renewable  
energy tabled

CENSORSHIP

Rep. Krista Griffith, left, Delaware State Education Association president Stephanie Ingram, second from left, and Rep. DeShanna Neal, right, hold 

books that have banned throughout the country at the Dover Public Library on April 15, just prior to announcing legislation to protect Delaware 

schools and libraries from book bans.  DAILY STATE NEWS/JOE EDELEN

By Joseph Edelen
Daily State News

DOVER— There have been over 16,000 books banned in U.S. pub-

lic schools dating back to 2021, and now, Delaware lawmakers have in-troduced a measure to protect books in the First State from being banned 

based on partisan, ideological or reli-
gious disapproval.

Proposal aims to protect banned books

See Energy — Page 4

See Censorship — Page 4
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Acute Rehab Hospital 
specializing in 

Stroke • Orthopedics 
Neurological • Cardiac  

Brain Injuries

Georgetown • Milford  • Dover

Admissions: 302-672-5800 
 Fax: 302-672-5815

PAMhealth.com

   
  

302-535-8102
www.myrestaurant55.com
2461 S. State St. • Dover

Open Tuesday - Saturday  |  Dine-in  Take-out 

Scan for Daily Specials
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NOMINATIONS  
END MAY 19TH!

Presented by:Stars of Delaware Entertainment Sponsor:

Hurry!
Nominations 

End May 19th!

Interested in learning how your business or organization can participate in Stars of Delaware? 
 Contact Adsupport@iniusa.org or 302-741-8200

Vote online at:
StarsOfDelaware.com

Stars of Delaware is an exciting honor for your favorite local businesses to be awarded the top
prize in their category.

Nominate your favorites as many times as you want in as many categories as you want, just be
sure to complete your nominations by the end of the day on Friday, May 19. Remember…the more
nominations they receive, the more likely it is that they will appear on the voting ballot. It’s easy to
do. Simply choose a category, and fill in the details.

All winners will be honored at a special event this September and will have the opportunity to say 
Thank You to your supporters in the Stars of Delaware Keepsake publishing September 7.

DAILY

STATE NEWS
BayToBayNews.comBayToBayNews.comatatPart of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USAPart of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA
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DDeellaawwaarree’’ss  HHiigghheesstt  RRaatteedd  
PPoosstt--AAccuuttee  RReehhaabbiilliittaattiioonn  FFaacciilliittyy

FFiivvee  ssttaarr  rraatteedd  bbyy  MMeeddiiccaarree    

110000%%  PPrriivvaattee  ssuuiitteess      

UUnnlliimmiitteedd  RReehhaabbiilliittaattiioonn
                PPhhyyssiiccaall  TThheerraappyy
                OOccccuuppaattiioonnaall  TThheerraappyy
                SSppeeeecchh  TThheerraappyy  

300 Banning Street • Dover
302.677.7100 • centeratedenhill.com

A Post-Acute Care &
 Rehabilitation Facility

Scan to learn more 
about our hip and 
knee procedures!

GET BACK  
TO COMFORT

is Our  
Specialty

SUSSEX
COUNTY

If severe joint pain is impacting your mobility and overall quality of life, Beebe 
Healthcare is here to offer a path to relief and recovery. Our award-winning 
Orthopaedic Services program specializes in the prevention, diagnosis, and treat-
ment of disorders of the bones, joints, ligaments, tendons, muscles, and nerves 
(musculoskeletal system). Our experienced board-certified and fellowship-trained 
orthopaedic surgeons are expertly trained to perform a wide range of procedures, 
and have your best interests in mind from diagnosis through treatment.
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Save the Date NOW for this year:

Saturday, June 14, 2025
More info at: 

DelmarvaEvents.net

SCENES FROM THESCENES FROM THE

2024  2024  
DOVER CONDOVER CON

SCENES FROM THESCENES FROM THE

2024  2024  
DOVER CONDOVER CON
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98 Rudder Rd, Unit 4 Millsboro/Longneck98 Rudder Rd, Unit 4 Millsboro/Longneck

CALL TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!CALL TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

302-566-7377302-566-7377

Beauty UnleashedBeauty Unleashed

New Season, New You —New Season, New You —
Only at Only at   

Our Experienced Stylists 
Specialize in Nurturing and 
Restoring Naturally Beautiful 
and Healthy Hair.

Full Service Salon
Cut & Color  
Texture Treatments 
Pro Styling Products

Skilled Professionals in a  
Welcoming Atmosphere

BUILDING CONFIDENCE 
THROUGH SPORTS

WE BELIEVE SPORTS CAN BE A 
POWERFUL TOOL FOR SUCCESS.

Our programs teach teamwork, responsibility and 
self-confidence while boosting academic achievement.

130 MULLET RUN ST. MILFORD DE 19963 • 302.266.1896 
                         THEDREAMBIGLEAGUE.COM

CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE CONSULTATION   
@DREAMBIGLEAGUE

JOIN US AS WE TAKE YOUR GAME TO THE NEXT LEVEL
FOOTWORK - BALL HANDELING - SHOOTING  

BASKETBALL IQ - DRIBBLING
FINISHING - PASSING - FUNDAMENTALS

BOYS AND GIRLS AGES 7 & UP 
GROUP TRAINING PACKAGES
SCHOLARSHIPS
OPPORTUNITY TO GROW AND SUCCEED
SKILL DEVELOPMENT AND GOAL SETTING
PRIVATE SESSIONS
100% SUCCESS RATE OF MAKING THE TEAM

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds  

then select “Place an ad”

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES  
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at 

877.223.1503

Starting at $30
for one column by two-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum 

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATESEMAILS
iniclassads@iniusa.org

legalads@iniusa.org
obits@iniusa.org

Starting at $30
for one column by two-inch advertisement

$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 
Logo and photos included

No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: iniclassads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: DAILIES DEADLINE THE PRIOR DAY BY 3PM / CALL FOR WEEKLIES AND MONTHLIES |  OFFICE HOURS: Call for Office Hours
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302-491-7056
104 Silicato Pkwy, Unit # B

Milford, DE 19963
Mon-Thurs 9am-10pm 

Fri & Sat 9am-11pm • Sun 10am-8pmFriendly Knowledgeable Staff • Seasonal Beer & Wine

Prices subject to change. Pictures may vary slightly from actual sale product. 

LARGE SELECTION OF BEER, WINE AND LIQUOR, NOW OPEN IN MILFORD!
LAMARCA

$16.99/750ml
Must present this ad. 

Expires 6/15/25.

$1 OFF
ANY 30 PACK 

OF BEER
20% OFF WINE

Must present this ad. Expires 6/15/25.

Coupon Only: Excludes sale items. Minimum purchase of 6 wine bottles required for 
discount. Valid on 1.5L & 750ML size only. Cannot be combined with sale items or 

other special.  Must present this ad. Expires 6/15/25.

$1 OFF
BOX & JUG WINE
Must present this ad. Expires 6/15/25.

3L, 4L, 5L

KENDALL JACKSON 
CHARDONNY

M&R ASTI

BAREFOOT

JOSE 
Gold/Silver

JOHNNIE 
WALKER RED

KETEL ONE 
VODKA

GREY GOOSE
VODKA

SMIRNOFF
VODKA

SVEDKA
VODKA

CORONA YUENGLING 
LAGER/
LIGHT

MICHELOB 
ULTRA

JAMESON 
IRISH WHISKEY

DEWAR’S 
WHITE LABEL

JACK
DANIELS

ABSOLUT 
VODKAFIREBALL LUKSUSOWA

TITO’S
 VODKA 

BACARDI
Superior or Gold

SAILOR JERRY 
RUM

MAKER’S 
MARK

SEAGRAMS 7 SEAGRAMS VO

CAVIT PINOT 
GRIGIO

WOODBRIDGE JAGERMEISTER DON JULIO
RESPOSADO

KNOB CREEK 
BOURBON

SEAGRAMS GIN

MEIOMI 
PINOT NOIR

APOTHIC 
RED

FRONTERA YELLOW TAIL SUTTER 
HOME$12.49/750ml

$22.99/1.5L

$10.99
/1.5L

$35.99
/1.75L

$31.99
/1.75L

$33.99
/1.75L

$44.99
/1.75L

$18.99
/1.75L

$18.99
/1.75L 24 Loose Bottles

$32.99
24 Loose Bottles

$26.99
24 Loose Cans

$19.99

$50.99
/1.75L

$36.99
/1.75L

$44.99
/1.75L

$29.99
/1.75L

$13.99/750ml

$22.99/1.75L $21.99
/1.75L

$31.99
/1.75L

$21.99
/1.75L

$24.99
/1.75L

$19.99
/1.75L

$22.49
/1.75L

$26.99/750ml

$48.99/1.75L

$12.99/1.5L
$9.99

/1.5L
$36.99

/1.5L
$54.99/750ml

$92.99/1.75L

$57.99
/1.75L

$19.99
/1.75L

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25. Must present this ad. Expires 6/15/25. Must present this ad. Expires 6/15/25. Must present this ad. Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

Must present this ad. 
Expires 6/15/25.

$11.97
/750ml

$17.99
/750ml

$9.79/750ml $7.99
/1.5L

$9.99
/1.5L $9.99/1.5L


