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Congratulations
class of 2025!

Breeze Airways joins American Airlines at Salisbury Regional, which currently offers daily flights through subsidiary Piedmont Airlines. SALISBURY INDEPENDENT/
RICHARD CAINES

Breeze Airways to set up shop at Breeze Airways to set up shop at 
Salisbury Regional Airport with Salisbury Regional Airport with 
flights to Orlandoflights to Orlando

By Richard Caines
Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — Utah-based 
Breeze Airways has officially an-
nounced plans to expand its growing 
airline service to Salisbury Regional 

Airport with a new nonstop flight to 
Orlando International Airport begin-
ning this fall.  

Airline officials said the 
twice-weekly service to Florida on 
Mondays and Fridays will start on 

October 1. One-way fares will start 
at $59.

The low-cost carrier offers nonstop 
service across a network of small-
to-mid-sized airports. The point-

• See Breeze on page 4

COMMUNITY

Salisbury Pride 
crosswalk to 
be replaced 
with selected 
rotating artwork

By Richard Caines
Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — Salisbury Mayor 
Randy Taylor has announced plans 
to repaint the existing Pride cross-
walk located at the intersection of 
South Division Street and West/East 
Market Street with artwork from se-
lect artists.

Taylor said the decision was made 
as part of a broader initiative to 
“maintain neutrality” in public spac-
es. He said the new, rotating artwork 

• See Pride on page 2
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will reflect the city’s “identity.”
“Our city is home to a diverse and 

vibrant community, and we want 
our public spaces to be welcoming to 
all,” Taylor said. “However, we also 
have a responsibility to ensure that 
government property remains neutral 
and does not promote any particular 
movement or cause.

“By moving forward with a neu-
tral design, we are ensuring that city 
property remains a place where every 
individual, regardless of background 

or belief, feels they belong.”
In a Facebook post, members of 

Salisbury PFLAG — Parents and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays — re-
sponded to the move by saying that 
since the installation in 2018, the 
crosswalk “has been lovingly main-
tained by PFLAG volunteers.”

We are deeply disheartened to be 
hearing that Mayor Taylor has decid-
ed to paint over Maryland’s first rain-
bow and trans pride crosswalks,” the 
organization said. “This decision is 
particularly cutting since it comes as 
we are ramping up for our Salisbury 
Pride month celebrations.”

Salisbury’s Pride crosswalk was 
the first in the state in Maryland, ac-
cording to the organization’s website. 

Instead, the city of Salisbury has 
launched “The Crosswalk Canvas,” 
a program where selected artists will 
receive a $3,000 stipend for the de-
sign and installation of art on the 
downtown crosswalks. In a release, 
the city said the new crosswalk will 
embody “the character, history or ar-
tistic vibrancy of the city of Salisbury 
while steering clear of any political or 
ideological affiliations.”

Those selected for the first round 
are required to have the crosswalk 

painted by Sept. 14. The selected art 
will be displayed for two years, when 
another artist will be selected.

Artists interested in submitting 
design proposals can find the applica-
tion details on the city’s website. The 
deadline for submissions is June 30th 
and the final selection will be made 
by a panel of city officials and com-
munity representatives from the Pub-
lic Art Committee.

More information can be found 
on the project by visiting https://
salisbury.md/departments/arts-busi-
ness-culture/public-art/crosswalk-
canvas.

Pride 
• From page 1

The Pride crosswalk, installed in 2018, was the first in the state of Maryland. SALISBURY INDEPENDENT/RICHARD CAINES
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At TidalHealth Urology, we are proud to offer HoLEP (Holmium Laser Enucleation of the Prostate), 
a cutting-edge procedure designed to provide lasting relief from the symptoms of benign prostatic 
hyperplasia (BPH). 

Led by Dr. Batstone, a skilled urologist specializing in this innovative approach, we are committed to 
offering patients effective, minimally invasive treatment for prostate enlargement.

If you’re struggling with BPH symptoms, don’t wait — schedule a consultation to find out if 
HoLEP is right for you. Visit tidalhealth.org/holep today!

TidalHealth Urology 
1664 Woodbrooke Dr. 
Suite B 
Salisbury, MD 21804
410-912-6716

Don’t let BPH take a seat 
at the table

Griffith Batstone, MD
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to-point operating model connects 
underserved markets that typically 
can’t attract many direct flights.

“Breeze is all about expanding 
service to underserved markets, and 
Salisbury fits this to a tee,” said Da-
vid Neeleman, the airline’s founder 
and CEO who previously started Jet-
Blue and others. “Orlando is a great, 
family friendly destination we’re 
confident Salisbury and Ocean City 
travelers will love, so we’re excited 
to make it available on the premium 
product Breeze is known for and look 
forward to welcoming new guests on 
a flight this fall.”

News of the airliner’s arrival comes 

after a groundbreaking last year of the 
Salisbury airport’s runway extension 
project, which will lengthen the cur-
rent 6,400-foot runway by 1,200 feet, 
allowing for larger airplanes. 

Wicomico County was previously 
awarded a $800,000 Small Commu-
nity Air Service Development Grant 
from the U.S. Department of Trans-
portation to help land the airliner.

“This new service, offering a di-
rect flight to Orlando International 
Airport, brings exciting travel oppor-
tunities to our residents and opens 
new doors for tourism and econom-
ic growth in our region,” Wicomico 
County Executive Julie Giordano 
said. “Breeze’s commitment to af-
fordability and convenience aligns 
perfectly with our vision for the future 
of air travel in Wicomico County.”

Breeze Airways joins American 
Airlines at Salisbury Regional, which 
currently offers daily flights through 
subsidiary Piedmont Airlines, con-
necting thousands of passengers each 
year to the eastern U.S. from hubs in 
Charlotte and Philadelphia.

Allegiant Air came to the Salis-
bury Regional Airport with a twice-
a-week service to Orlando in 2012, 
but airline officials ended the route 
less than a year later, due to a limited 
number of passengers taking advan-
tage of the service. 

Salisbury is the 71st city for Breeze 
Airways, which said it is continuing 
to expand its nationwide network as 
it celebrates four years of operation. 
The airliner said it features premium 
seating options and high-speed Wi-Fi 
on its fleet of Airbus A220-300 air-

craft. 
Breeze’s inaugural flight was May 

27, 2021, from Tampa International 
Airport to Charleston International 
Airport.

“The Salisbury Airport is a criti-
cal infrastructure hub for my district 
and a growing regional destination 
for quick access to the Ocean City 
beaches and the greater Delmar-
va,” said Congressman Andy Harris, 
(MD-01). “I am pleased to see that 
Breeze Airways will be starting ser-
vice in October with direct flights to 
and from Salisbury to Orlando Inter-
national Airport. The addition of this 
airline service will increase economic 
activity in our region and better ac-
commodate the travel plans of my 
constituents.”

Breeze
• From page 1

COMMUNITY

Easton hires Salisbury’s city administrator as town manager
By Richard Caines

Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — Salisbury City 
Administrator Andy Kitzrow has ac-
cepted the position of town manager 
for the town of Easton, effective July 
7. 

Kitzrow served as the city admin-
istrator for Salisbury since 2023, and 
as the deputy city administrator since 
2017. As town manager for the town 
of Easton, he will be responsible for 
overseeing all town operations, acting 
as a leader to personnel and serving as 
a point of contact for the mayor and 
administration, town council and res-
idents. 

The Salisbury native said the 
move was strictly about professional 
growth. He mentioned the leadership 
of former Mayors Jake Day and Jack 
Heath, former City Administrator Ju-
lie Glanz, his staff and the city coun-
cil members he worked alongside. 

“I really appreciated serving the 
city of Salisbury,” Kitzrow said. “I’m 

just really excited for the next oppor-
tunity in my life and the next chapter. 
But I’m going to miss Salisbury and 
all of the great things that we were 
able to accomplish.” 

In his roles as deputy city Ad-
ministrator and city administrator 
for Salisbury, Kitzrow helped push 
through multiple projects and initia-
tives, including:

• The establishment of the 

Arts, Business, and Culture Depart-
ment, promoting tourism, revitaliza-
tion, and economic growth.

• The introduction of 
THRIVE, an employee health and 
wellness plan designed to holistical-
ly improve the physical, mental, and 
emotional well-being of City staff.

• The launching of two youth 
community centers, which now serve 
hundreds of youths while fostering 
growth and community engagement.

• The recruitment of top talent 
in numerous critical roles throughout 
the organization, including police 
chief and fire chief.

• Overseeing teams that se-
cured over $25 million in state and 
federal grants.

Kitzrow said he has no plans of 
moving away from Salisbury and 
will make the one-hour commute to 
Easton. He owns the entertainment 
venue Escape Salisbury, which is 
located across from the Government 
Building and plans to continue as  

Salisbury’s city administrator until he 
starts his new role. 

“I’m not leaving,” Kitzrow said. 
“My kids go to school here. My wife 
has a private practice in Salisbury. 
So, we are here for good.” 

After obtaining his bachelor’s de-
gree at the University of North Car-
olina at Chapel Hill in 2005, Kitz-
row started his career in community 
administration by serving as a Rec-
reation Program Director and lat-
er a Recreation Superintendent for 
Wicomico County before moving on 
to the city of Salisbury. 

“We received applicants from 
all around the country, and as luck 
would have it, found the best pros-
pect right here on the Shore,” Easton 
Mayor Megan Cook said. “We’re so 
excited to have Mr. Kitzrow’s leader-
ship and expertise on our team here 
in Easton, and I am excited to work 
with him on helping our great town 
continue to thrive.”     

   

Salisbury City Administrator Andy Kitzrow speaks 
during a 2024 event at the civic center. SALISBURY 
INDEPENDENT/RICHARD CAINES
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BIG DEAL

Not Just Another Home Savings Event— 
It’s THE BIG DEAL!

For a limited time, you can save THOUSANDS on  
new quick move-in Brookfield Residential homes at 
Lakeside at Trappe.

Here’s what makes this a big deal:
• Special Low Rates From 5.25%*
• Up to $20,000 in Closing Costs*
• Lowest Prices of the Season

Single-Family Homes from the Low $400’s Near Easton, MD

• Outdoor Swimming Pool, Bathhouse, and Fitness Studio
• Racquet Sports, Basketball Court, Ping Pong, and Corn Hole
• Playground and Bark Park
• Just 8 Miles from Easton and a Short Drive from Annapolis,  

the Bay Bridge, and MD and DE Beaches

Don’t miss out on this opportunity. Visit our 
decorated model homes today or scan the 
QR code to learn more!
1003 Champlain Court, Trappe, MD 21673  |  410.936.5658

MHBR #408 | *Financing program and incentives are subject to change without notice and are available for a limited time only on new, full priced contracts that settle by June 18, 2025 with use of builder’s preferred lender and title company and cannot be combined 
with any other offers or incentives. 5.25% interest rate is based on a 5/1 loan, which is bought down to this below market rate. The cost of the bought down rate will be deducted from any seller closing cost concessions. All rates are estimates based on current rates 
and are reflective of an estimated interest rate of 5.25% and APR 5.439% for year 1-5 and then the current market rate for years 6-30. Requires a credit score of 620 ad includes a 90-day lock. Credits and collateral are subject to approval. Terms and conditions 
apply. Quoted rates and program availability subject to change. This is not a commitment to lend. Maximum amount of seller concession varies on select homes and is up to up to $20,000. Concessions are limited and terms and conditions apply. Closing cost 
assistance available with use of builder’s preferred lender and title company, subject to change without notice. Prices, plans, elevations, included features, dimensions, square feet, amenities, availability, and terms and incentives are approximate and are all subject 
to change without notice. All photos, renderings, and other depictions are for illustration purposes only and are subject to change without notice and may include elements that are for display purposes only. See a Brookfield Residential New Home Counselor for 
details. Copyright © 2025 Brookfield Residential ULC. All rights reserved. 04/25

COMMUNITY

BayRunner Shuttle celebrates 20 Years of travel
Special to the Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — BayRunner 
Shuttle, Maryland’s largest airport 
shuttle by geographic area served, is 
celebrating 20 years of service this 
year.  

Founded in May 2005 by airline 
industry veteran John W. Presburg, 
the company set out to bridge the 
travel gap between the Eastern Shore 
and Baltimore/Washington Inter-
national Thurgood Marshall Air-
port (BWI). Today, BayRunner has 
grown into a vital link in Maryland’s 
transportation network.

To mark this milestone, BayRun-
ner Shuttle will host a ribbon cutting 
in partnership with the Salisbury 
Area Chamber of Commerce on May 
21st at 4 p.m. at 47C Riverside Drive 

in Salisbury. 
Starting with just two Chevrolet 

Tahoe vans, 10 employees, and ser-
vice to two cities, BayRunner now 
operates in 12 locations across the 
state — from Ocean City to Garrett 
County — with regional offices in 
Salisbury and Frederick. The com-
pany also partners with Amtrak and 
FlixBus (formerly Greyhound), mak-
ing interstate travel even more seam-
less for passengers.

Reflecting on two decades of 
steady growth, founder John Pres-
burg said, “Our success comes down 
to one thing: staying true to our mis-
sion — offering safe, dependable, and 
fairly priced transportation. We’ve 
built a great team over the years, and 
their dedication has carried this com-

pany forward.”
Since its founding, BayRunner 

Shuttle has safely transported more 
than 300,000 passengers and con-
tributed over $10 million in wages to 
Maryland residents — a testament to 
its local economic impact.

Under the leadership of Caroline 
Presburg, who now serves as compa-
ny president, BayRunner continues 
to evolve while honoring its roots. 
“We’re so grateful to everyone who 
has supported our journey — from 
our incredible staff to the loyal pas-
sengers we serve every day,” said 
Caroline. “We’re excited about what 
the future holds and look forward to 
continued growth and new opportu-
nities.”

BayRunner Shuttle is celebrating 20 years of 
service this year. PROVIDED
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CIVILITY CHECKLIST
Take the High Road. Respond 
to the topic — not the person. 
Refrain from demonizing others for 

their opinions. Assume those you disagree 
with are, like you, genuinely interested in 
improving the community. 

Be Respectful. Bullying, public 
humiliation, insults, name-calling, 
harassment, and threats directed 

at another person — or that person’s race, 
gender, religion, ethnicity, etc. — have 
no place in civil discussions. Find ways to 
respectfully disagree without questioning 
someone’s character or motives.

Be truthful. Base your opinions/
arguments on facts. Value 
honesty. Make only accurate 

statements when making your point and 
avoid exaggeration and stereotypes. When 
appropriate, cite your sources of information 
that others may question.

Don’t misrepresent. Always 
identify your opinions as opinions 
(not stating opinions as facts). 

Never misrepresent the views of others 
or falsely claim your opinions represent 
someone else. If quoting the words of others, 
identify and credit the source.

Listen & Learn. It’s both polite 
and respectful to listen to those we 
disagree with (as well as those we 

support) and be genuine in our attempts to 
understand their point of view. Expand your 
mind by thoughtfully seeking out views that 
don’t agree with your own.

Look for common ground. When 
disagreeing with others, look for 
even small areas of agreement 

— which can be the gateway to working 
together for the greater good.

Respect Privacy. Keep private 
things private — whether it 
involves your own information or 

those with whom you disagree. Revealing 
private information about someone else is 
rude, unethical, potentially harmful and in 
many cases, illegal.

Now that you’ve read the checklist, take the 
Civility Pledge at baytobaynews.com/pledge

OPINION
Say no to neutralization: Mayor 
Taylor must reverse course

As the county seat, Salisbury 
sets the tone for Wicomico Coun-
ty. Its policies shape not just local 
outcomes, but the broader cultural 
and economic climate of the Shore. 
Since 2018, that rainbow crosswalk 
has stood as a visible affirmation 
that LGBTQ+ residents are rea-
sonably safe, valued, and seen in 
this community. It has never been 
a political symbol. It has always 
been a statement of legal and moral 
clarity: that discrimination has no 
place here. Inclusion is not an ide-
ology; it is the foundation of public 
neutrality. We should recall that the 
LGBTQ+ community is our com-
munity.

Mayor Randy Taylor’s recent 
proposal to replace the Pride 
crosswalk with a so-called “neutral 
design” is not a neutral act. It is a 
coward’s retreat. The LGBTQ+ 
community is not something that 
can be neutralized. Our presence, 
rights, and visibility are not nego-
tiable. We must recall that removing 
symbols of inclusion is an act of 
exclusion, and such actions may 
contribute to compelling legal 
arguments that include the words 
“personal liability” and “patterns of 
discrimination.”

Let’s be honest about what’s 
happening. This is not an isolated 

policy decision. It fits into a broader 
narrative concerning public behav-
ior. Salisbury’s mayor has repeat-
edly made erratic decisions without 
public engagement or transparent 
dialogue. We must recall that this 
lack of transparency from public 
officials undermines public trust 
and diminishes the credibility of the 
mayor’s leadership.

More importantly, these actions 
are acts of hostility and aggression 
against his own constituency, espe-
cially those already vulnerable. The 
mayor’s behavior must be recog-
nized for what it is: not just a failure 
of inclusion but an active attempt at 
exclusion. This active attempt must 
be met with action, not passivity. 
We must recall that public leader-
ship comes with a responsibility to 
represent and protect all people.

When I moved back to Wicom-
ico County, I hoped Mayor Tay-
lor might grow into his role. He 
campaigned as “pro-development” 
and “pro-Downtown,” speaking of 
transforming “seas of parking” into 
opportunity. We must recall his 
statements are on public record and 
ask what motivations could justify 
reversing alignment with these past 
promises.

This moment still offers a chance 
for Mayor Taylor to demonstrate 

true leadership. Like any private 
business owner in elected office, 
Mayor Taylor can teach us more 
about the opportunities and chal-
lenges of ethically balancing per-
sonal private interests with the 
responsibilities of public office. He 
can show us how learning more 
about an issue and empowering 
public servants with knowledge 
and empathy can lead to reversing 
ill-advised proposals and recom-
mitting to serving all residents with 
dignity and fairness. If he does not, 
we must recall this moment as one 
where leadership failed to rise to the 
occasion.

The Pride crosswalk is more than 
paint. It is a line in the sand. We 
will not abide its removal, or the 
effects of its removal on Wicomico 
families. We know that visibility is 
not a threat. It is a right. We must 
recall that we all deserve to be seen 
and heard.

Mayor Taylor must reverse 
course. And we must recall the val-
ues of this community and demand 
nothing less.

Will Fries
Wicomico County resident

Reader reactions, pro or con, are 
welcomed at civiltalk@iniusa.org.
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Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

Commonwealth
SENIOR LIVING at SALISBURY

Welcome Home

www.CommonwealthSL.com

Life is a journey and there are many turns along your path 
before reaching your retirement destination. We invite you to 
take this opportunity to use navigational support from trusted 
experts on aging and learn how to � ll your golden years with 
more “want tos” than “have tos” while still preserving your nest 
egg and maintaining � nancial freedom.

Don’t leave your retirement to chance by relying on someone 
else to make decisions for you. Attend our upcoming 
presentation and learn how to identify the best choices for your 
future while still living life to the fullest.

Join us May 21, 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. 
at the Simonick Club House: 611 Tressler Dr., Salisbury

RSVP to 410-883-0731 today

Navigating Your 
Retirement Journey

Y O U  C A N  H A V E  I T  A L L

COMMUNITY

Strengthening Salisbury’s bond with 
Estonia: A report to the community

By George Whitehead
Special to the Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — The sister city 
relationship between Salisbury and 
Tartu is one partnership in Maryland 
that the Maryland Estonia Exchange 
Council (MEEC) helps coordinate. 
MEEC’s mission is to advance the 
friendship of Maryland and Estonia.

So, how is Salisbury’s friendship 
with Tartu and Estonia advancing? 
As a member of MEEC and the Sis-
ter Cities of Salisbury/Wicomico 
committee, I’m happy to answer that 
question.

The Tartu Pedestrian Bridge in 
downtown Salisbury exemplifies that 
relationship. Articles in the Salis-
bury Independent have reported on 
a Salisbury University student study-
ing at the University of Tartu (April 
5, 2023) and my visit to Estonia (No-
vember 12, 2024).  A picture showed 
a book presentation to Estonia Am-
bassador, Kristjan Prikk at an event 
in Annapolis (May 28, 2024).

I want to share three other exam-
ples. First, Wicomico Presbyterian 
Church recently bought a semi-con-
cert grand piano made in the Esto-
nian Piano Factory in Tallinn, the 
capital of Estonia. Choir Director, 
Robert Young, and Music Committee 
member, Deb Clark, went looking for 
a piano for the church. They traveled 
to PianoCraft in Gaithersburg, MD. 
While they were there, they played 
many different pianos. They kept 
coming back to the one made in Es-
tonia. When asked why, they said “it 
had a bell-type quality that rings.” 
Robert credits the material that they 
use, the way the sound board is cut, 
the quality of the strings, and the ex-

cellent craftmanship! 
If you would like to hear it, plan to 

attend a Sunday service at Wicomico 
Presbyterian Church. This fall they 
will be planning a concert series.

The Estonian Piano Factory was 
founded in 1893. After Estonia 
gained its independence from the 
Soviet Union, the company was pri-
vatized. A MEEC delegation toured 
the Tallinn factory in 2023 with the 
hope that some of the pianos could 
end up in sister cities in Maryland. 
MEEC was very happy to learn about 
the purchase, said Erik Puskar, an 
MEEC board member, who was one 
of the individuals who visited the fac-
tory.

Second, this past summer Salis-
bury University student Stephora 
Alberi participated in a Computer 
Vision and Space course at the Uni-
versity of Tartu. She recently learned 
that she is the recipient of the Boren 
Fellowship through the National Ed-
ucation Security Program. With this 
Fellowship she will travel to Estonia 
to study Russian and complete an 
internship at the University of Tar-
tu. Boren awards allow students to 
study abroad. Stephora will also be 
this year’s undergraduate commence-
ment speaker.

Third, last fall the Rebecca Kon-
tus trio performed at Salisbury Uni-
versity and other locations in the 
USA. Originating from Estonia, the 
trio’s performance provided cultural 
exchange and the showcasing of Es-
tonia’s lively music scene. The mem-
bers of the Sister Cities of Salisbury/
Wicomico County committee at-
tended and had dinner with the trio.
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To reserve tickets,
delawaregardens.org

30220 Piney Neck Road
Dagsboro, DE 19939

Open Thursday - Sunday • 9am - 4pm
Adults - $15 • Children 16 & Under - Free
Guided Tours Available • Additional $10

Make Reservations Online

Thousands of Spring Perennials
Emerging in the Piet Oudolf
Meadow & the Folly Garden

Delaware 
Botanic Gardens

Photo by Stephen Pryce Lea

Planter Demo
Thurs, May 29 • 11:30 am to 12:30 pm

Register Online | Free w/ Paid Admission

Piet Oudolf 
Meadow Tour

Friday, May 30th • 2 to 3 pm 
Register Online | Free w/ Paid Admission

Photo by Stephen Pryce Lea

Photo by Stephen Pryce Lea

Shop.  Donate. 
Volunteer.

105 N. Dulany Ave. 
Fruitland

908 W. Isabella 
Salisbury

Schedule a free pickup of your donations today! 
WicomicoHabitat.org

Both Locations Now Open Monday-Saturday!

2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

COMMUNITY

City announces launch of initiative to clean local waterways 
Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — After a year of 
preparation and certification, the 
City of Salisbury’s Field Operations 
team is launching an initiative to 
improve the health and safety of lo-
cal waterways. Beginning in May, 
the department will begin treating 
the Shumaker Pond area and other 
bodies of water to address two harm-
ful and invasive threats: hydrilla and 
harmful algal blooms (HABs).

Field Operations said this is the 
first time it has undertaken such a 
project, and it reflects the city’s com-
mitment to environmental steward-
ship and public safety. Hydrilla, an 
aggressive aquatic plant, and algae 
blooms, which occur when colonies 

of algae grow out of control, pose se-
rious risks to aquatic ecosystems, fish, 

shellfish, and even human health.
The treatment will involve the 

application of approved aquatic al-
gaecides and herbicides, specifically 
targeting the affected areas with a 
product called Harpoon, an algaecide 
known for its effectiveness in man-
aging HABs. Hydrilla will be treat-
ed with a systemic aquatic herbicide 
that prevents regrowth. Depending 
on the severity, areas with 50% cov-
erage may require two to three appli-
cations, with ongoing annual inspec-
tions and treatment as needed.

Leading the effort is Matthew 
Obert, parks manager for the City of 
Salisbury, who holds an Aquatic Pest 
Control Applicator’s License. His 
certification not only qualifies him 
to oversee the treatment process, but 

also covers the entire Field Opera-
tions team under his license, ensuring 
all work is conducted safely and in 
compliance with environmental reg-
ulations.

“This is an exciting step forward 
for Salisbury,” said Obert. “We’re 
committed to protecting our water-
ways, and this project allows us to 
take real action against invasive spe-
cies that threaten the beauty and bal-
ance of our natural spaces.”

Mayor Randy Taylor echoed that 
sentiment: “It is vital that we pay 
consistent and meaningful attention 
to our waterways. I am proud to be a 
part of the City’s efforts to make that 
happen,” said Mayor Taylor.

The city is launching an initiative to improve the 
health and safety of local waterways. SALISBURY 
INDEPENDENT/RICHARD CAINES
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WELCOME
Olivia Honert, PA-C
Physician Assistant
We are pleased to welcome Olivia Honert, PA-C, to our 
team of dedicated providers at Chesapeake Health 
Care. Ms. Honert is a compassionate and skilled 
physician assistant committed to delivering high-
quality care to underserved  communities.

Olivia will be joining the medical team in Princess 
Anne, Maryland. For more information, please call 
410-651-1000.

More than 170 Providers in
Adult Medicine • Pediatrics • OB/GYN

 Mental Health • Dental • Pharmacy
Main Tel: 410-749-1015 • www.ChesapeakeHC.org

EDUCATION COMMUNITY

Wor-Wic to hold anniversary 
golf tournament

Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — The Wor-Wic 
Community College Foundation is 
holding its annual golf tournament on 
Friday, June 6, at the Ocean Resorts 
Golf Club in Berlin, with all proceeds 
to benefit the college. This year, the 
college is commemorating its 50th 

anniversary. The community can 
support Wor-Wic’s affordable educa-
tion and workforce training programs 
through tournament sponsorships 
and donations of auction items. Visit 
worwic.edu/golf or contact the foun-
dation at foundation@worwic.edu or 
410-344-2965 for more information.

The Bank of Ocean City 
team, from left, Hank 
Fisher, Scott Edmonston, 
Jason Parker and 
Brandon Tolan, pause 
for a photo on the course 
at the 2024 Wor-Wic 
Community College golf 
tournament held at the 
college’s Ocean Resorts 
Golf Club in Berlin. 
PROVIDED

Delmar’s Trader drafted 
by Dolphins in fifth round

Special to the Salisbury Independent

DOVER — Dante Trader, Jr. was 
a good enough athlete to play two 
major sports in college.

But it’s clear now that the former 
Delmar High’s future is in football.

Trader was taken in the fifth round 
of the 2025 NFL Draft by the Miami 
Dolphins.

A safety at Maryland, while also 
playing men’s lacrosse for the Ter-
rapins, the 5-foot-11, 196-pounder 
went with the No. 155 pick overall.

Trader played two seasons at 
Delmar, helping the Wildcats win 

the DIAA Division II state title as a 
freshman in 2017 and earning sec-
ond-team All-State honors in 2018.

He played for McDonogh in 
Maryland for his last two years in 
high school.

In three seasons at Maryland, 
Trader played in 35 career games 
with five interceptions, 174 tackles 
and 19 passes defended.

Neither of Delaware’s top two 
prospects, ruuning back Marcus 
Yarns or defensive back Ty Herring, 
were drafted. They can still be signed 
as free agents.
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Two-person German
        submarine
  6. 60-minute intervals (abbr.)
  9. Database management 
        system
 13. Vertical position
 14. American jazz singer Irene
 15. Ancient Greek City
 16. Former Senate Majority
        Leader Harry
 17. Japanese seaport
 18. Self-immolation by fire
        ritual
 19. Assigns tasks
 21. Beloved type of cigar
 22. Discounts
 23. Cambodian communist
        leader Pot
 24. Important football position
 25. Kilometers per hour
 28. Lentil
 29. Extremely angry
 31. Yellow-flowered European
        plant
 33. American state
 36. Some are made by rabbits
 38. Express with a head
        movement
 39. Affair
 41. Cured
 44. Youth organization
 45. 18-year astronomical
        period

 46. Automobile
 48. Focus a shot
 49. The NFL’s big game (abbr.)
 51. Mouth
 52. Infections
 54. Curved pieces of a horse
        collar
 56. Shameless
 60. Assist in escaping
 61. Capuchin monkey genus
 62. Cold wind
 63. Retired Brazilian NBAer
 64. Tropical Old World tree
 65. Bulgarian city
 66. Speak indistinctly
 67. Soviet Socialist Republic
 68. Between-meal sustenance
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Not soft
  2. Sharp-pointed dueling
        sword
  3. Line a roof
  4. Greek god of the
        underworld
  5. Software
  6. Large-headed elongated
        fishes
  7. Shag rugs
  8. Type of whale
  9. Lacking a plan
 10. Spill the beans
 11. Some is “heavy”

 12. One who has been
        canonized
 14. Indicate times
 17. Greeting
 20. Broadway actor Josh
 21. Seashore
 23. Indicates before
 25. Electrical power unit
 26. Destitute
 27. Drags forcibly
 29. Impropriety
 30. Word forms
 32. Equal to 10 meters
 34. Neither
 35. Computer language
 37. Practice of aging film or TV
        characters (abbr.)
 40. A woolen cap of Scottish
        origin
 42. A promise
 43. Challenges
 47. Official
 49. People living in Myanmar
 50. Notable tower
 52. Type of sword
 53. Vaccine developer
 55. Listing
 56. Summertime insects
 57. Concluding passage
 58. Guitarist Clapton
 59. Damp and musty
 61. Central nervous system
 65. Against

UNLOCK the POTENTIAL 
of  YOUR FINANCES
WITH FINANCIAL PLANNER KARA LEWIS, CHFC®, AAMS™, CRPC™

CALL: 443-880-8458 \\ TEXT: 410-324-2010
Kara.Lewis@delmarvaplanning.com 

 www.DelmarvaPlanning.com

WORKING WITH INVESTABLE ASSETS OF $250K+

SECURITIES AND ADVISORY SERVICES OFFERED THROUGH LPL FINANCIAL, A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR, MEMBER FINRA/SIPC.

Financial Planning Service \\ Investment Managment Service \\ Estate Planning Services

Contact Us For Tailored Strategies.

LOCAL FAST TITLE SERVICE • MVA Licensed
• Renew Tags and Stickers
• New Vehicle Purchase
• 30 Day Temp. Registration
• Title Only Transfers
• Family Gift Transfers 

• Flags & Fines
• Substitute Stickers & Tags
• MD & DE Boat Registrations
• Maine Trailer Registrations

410-896-8900 • 242 Tilghman Rd., Salisbury 
(across from DMV in Food Lion Shopping Center)

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm   Sat 9am-1pm • Salisburytagtitle.com 

NO 
APPOINTMENT 

NEEDED

SALISBURY TAG AND TITLE

1405 S. Salisbury Blvd - Salisbury , MD 21801 410-546-3211

906  Loch Road, Salisbury MD
$279,900   MDWC2017156

3 bedroom. 2 full bathroom. 1,712 sq ft  .59 acres 
Home is short stroll from Schumaker Park on the 
pond with a dock. New stainless steel appliances. 
vinyl plank in kitchen & Dining area. Large family 
room with brick hearth. Double doors onto large 
deck with ramp. Fenced in Yard, 10x16 out building.

Seller is giving $5k towards closing assist.

Helping You Find a Place
to Call Home

SELLERS WANTED – I HAVE BUYERS!
Low Inventory with many Qualifi ed Buyers

Homes are Selling fast – Now is the time to List!

Ann Hammond
REALTOR® - Licensed in MD & DE 

1405 S Salisbury Blvd – Salisbury, MD 21801  410-546-3211

EXECUTIVE CLUB
2022 

Congratulations 2023 Graduates!  
 Interested in knowing about home ownership? Call for an appointment.

Sellers, growing pains and thinking 
about moving?  For a Complementary 

Market Analysis just call me.

410-430-4547(C)  
Ann.hammond@longandfoster.com \\ longandfoster.com/AnnHammond410-430-4547 (C)

Ann.hammond@longandfoster.com \\ landandfoster.com/AnnHammond

Ann HammondAnn Hammond
Realtor® - Licensed in MD & DE

FOUR DECADES OF EXPERIENCE!

Sellers, growing pains and 
thinking about moving?

For a Complementary 
Market Analysis 

just call me.

Open House Sunday May 18th 12-2pm
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NATURAL GAS:

The Safe,
Efficient
Energy
Choice

Chesapeake Utilities is proud to provide natural gas to more than 
90,000 residential and commercial customers on the Delmarva 
Peninsula. For more than 160 years, Chesapeake Utilities has 
served customers and communities with  eliable energy solutions 
that are environmentally and economically smart

Although gas leaks are extremely rare, it’s important to know what to do in case 
of a gas leak. Natural gas is naturally odorless. To help people detect a gas leak, 
a harmless odorant is added called mercaptan, which smells like “rotten egg.” 
The “rotten egg” odor alerts you that gas is escaping and a potentially dangerous 
situation may exist.

For more information on pipeline safety, please contact:

800.427.2883 | CHPKgas.com 866.281.6483 | Elktongas.com

PLAN BEFORE YOU DIG:
Before starting any excavation activity, please contact 811 at least 48 
hours in advance. This will notify us, along with other utilities, and your 
site will be marked to indicate where underground utilities are located. 
Once utilities are located, you may begin to dig carefully around the 
marks, but not on them.

Immediately leave your home or 
business on foot and move at 
least 500 feet away and upwind.

Do not use your telephone, turn 
on/off light switches or light a 
match.

Do not do anything that might 
create a spark or flame, including 
starting a vehicle in the area.

Once safely outside the building 
or from a neighboring location, 
call the emergency number 911 
from a cell phone to report the 
suspected leak.

Do not re-enter the building until
professionals tell you it is safe.

COMMUNITY

The Rotary Club of 
Salisbury awards golf 
outing money

Special to the Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — The Rotary Club 
of Salisbury, in its 106th year of ser-
vice to the community, has presented 
The Humane Society of Wicomico 
County with a $1,000 gift thanks to 
the success of the 2024 A Round for 
the Community golf outing.  

The September 5, 2025 edition 
of the A Round for the Community 
at the Green Hill Country Club just 
west of Salisbury will be the third 
such event the club has sponsored, 
allowing The Rotary Club of Salis-
bury to donate more than $40,000 
to local non-profit organizations.  All 
proceeds are used to enhance and ex-
pand Rotary’s commitment to help 
students, military veterans, families 
in need, and others who need assis-
tance.

This year’s event is presented by 
Meuse Post 194 Veterans of Foreign 
Wars.  The Rotary Club of Salisbury 
is seeking corporate and organiza-
tional sponsors and golfers.  Spon-
sorship levels range from platinum at 
$2,000, silver at $1,000, and bronze 
at $500 down to just $100 for on-the-
course recognition signs.

 Using a shotgun, best-ball format, 
the 9:00 tee off time event will be-
gin with a continental breakfast and 
conclude with lunch and the presen-
tation golfer competition prizes and 
door prizes. Only 72 players will be 
allowed.  Details are available in the 
DOWNLOAD section of the club’s 
website, www.rotarysalisbury.org.  

Additionally, persons may contact 
Golf Committee Chairman Bill Sat-
terfield at billsatt@comcast.net.

 Proceeds from previous editions 
of the A Round for the Community 
went to Disabled American Veterans 
Salisbury Chapter 34, the Humane 
Society of Wicomico County, Salis-
bury Urban Ministries, Christian 
Shelter, One Year to Empowerment, 
Rebirth, Dove Pointe, Main Street 
Gym, Epoch Dream Center, Cross-
roads Early Intervention, Horizons 
Delmarva, Inc., Village of Hope, 
United Way of the Lower Eastern 
Shore, Salisbury Christian School, 
and Junior Achievement, among oth-
ers.

Executive Director Kim Nock, on the left, accepted 
the check from club president BJ Summers. 
PROVIDED
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-- 

Community Players of Salisbury presents

Community Players’ Theater, 5109 Nutters Cross Rd., Salisbury, May 16, 7:30 PM
American Legion, 30880 West Post Office Rd., Princess Anne, May 17, 2 PM

American Legion, 29511 Canvasback Dr., Easton, May 18, 2 POM
American Legion, 2308 Philadelphia Ave., Ocean City, May 24, 2 PM

American Legion, 1109 American Legion Rd., Salisbury, May 25, 2 PM
VFW, 115 Sandy Hill Rd., Cambridge, May 26, 2 PM

Admission is free. Donations are accepted.
Seating is limited. For reservations call 443-235-3272.

The show is sponsored by Beach tro Bay Heritage Area

 

 
-- 

BUSINESS

Hebron Savings Bank appoints Poulsen 
to board of directors

Salisbury Independent

HEBRON — Hebron Savings 
Bank recently announced the ap-
pointment of CEO and President, 
Jennifer A. Poulsen, to its board of di-
rectors, effective immediately. 

Bank officials said Poulsen is a re-
spected banking professional with a 
wealth of experience that will further 
strengthen the organization’s leader-
ship and strategic direction.

Poulsen joins the board with a 
background in banking administra-
tion, having worked in the industry 
for over 35 years. In addition, she 
advocates and represents Maryland 

banks by participating in the Amer-
ican Bankers Association Commu-
nity Bankers Council and acting as 
a board member for the Maryland 
Bankers Association. 

She is active locally, supporting 
the economy, local businesses, and 
non-profits with her active roles in 
the Salisbury Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Salisbury-Wicomico Eco-
nomic Development, and the Greater 
Salisbury Committee. 

“I am honored to join the board of 
directors and excited to take on this 
new role. Joining the board will allow 
for even greater alignment and col-

laboration between management and 
the board, ensuring we continue to 
meet our short and long-term objec-
tives,” Poulsen said.

“I’m pleased our stockholders 
voted to add Jennifer Poulsen to the 
board,” added Victor H. Laws III, 
chairman of the board of directors at 
Hebron Savings Bank. “She has al-
ready been a transformative force as 
our CEO and now brings her vast ex-
perience in community banking and 
tremendous energy to our board.”

Jennifer A. Poulsen. PROVIDED
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Wicomico County Executive Julie Giordano, surrounded by department heads and county leaders, presents her State of the County address. SALISBURY 

INDEPENDENT/RICHARD CAINES

Wicomico County Executive Giordano, 

Wicomico County Executive Giordano, 

staff and leaders reflect on past year

staff and leaders reflect on past year

By Richard Caines
Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — Public safety, 

capital improvements and education 

were among many topics discussed 

during the April 10 State of the 

County Address held in Salisbury. 

Wicomico County Executive Julie 

Giordano gave her third address since 

being elected in 2022 – the first wom-

an to ever hold the post in Wicomico 

County’s history. Department heads 

and county leaders also provided 

feedback during the nearly two-hour 

event.
“Once again, I have invited them 

to be part of this year’s State of the 

County address because we stand 

together as a united front, working 

collaboratively to serve the people of 

Wicomico County,” Giordano said. 

Giordano said they introduced 

“six pillars of success” last year to 

help guide the vision and strategic 

initiatives for the county centered 

around employee recruitment and re-

tention, public safety, modernization 

and efficiency of local government, 

education, economic development 

and community investment. 

“These six pillars are not just guid-

ing principles, they are embedded in 

the very foundation of our budget, 

policies and daily decision making,” 

Giordano said. “Every initiative we 

undertake is measured against these 

priorities to ensure that we continue 

moving forward in a way that benefits 

our residents, businesses and future 

generations.”Employee recruitment and re-

tention
Giordano said she considers em-

ployee recruitment and retention 

one of the most important initiatives 

in building a strong and successful 
• See Wicomico on page 4

Easter egg hunt 
brings joy to Salisbury Boys 

& Girls Club membersBy Richard Caines
Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — Nearly 60 Boys 

& Girls Club members were able to 

experience an early Easter thanks to a 

donation and partnership by Walmart 

store #2931 in Fruitland. 

Excitement filled the air at the re-

cently expanded Truitt Street Com-

munity Center April 17 as local chil-

dren were given blue Walmart-logoed 

canvas bags and given the opportu-

nity to go on an Easter adventure, 

searching for hundreds of treat-filled 

eggs strategically placed by store 

management, associates and staff of 

Maroon PR, a Columbia-based cre-

ative communications agency. 

“One thing that Walmart loves to 

do is community outreach and fund 

in creative ways other than saying 

here’s a big check,” Maroon PR Ac-

count Manager Mike Twiname said. 

Walmart Store Manager Shannon 

Argy said they are honored to give 

out community grants and events like 

the Easter egg hunt brings her “joy” 

to see the excitement of the children. 
• See Egg Hunt on page 4

COMMUNITY

4390 Summit Bridge Rd 
 Middletown, DE 19709 

 302-376-5700 
Open Daily: 8 AM – 9 PM  
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HOMEMADE PIZZA!
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Buzz Kill
Mosquito control unit
springs into action

By Brian Trompeter
Milford Harrington Independent

MILFORD — It’s not as glamorous as swooping 
low over a marsh in a helicopter or soaring above fields 
and forests in a fixed-wing aircraft.

But, this time of year, dipping plastic containers into 
standing woodland water helps the Delaware Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and Environmental Con-
trol’s Mosquito Control Section determine where to 
target insecticides.

David Moore, an environmental scientist with the 
section, demonstrated the technique last month in a 
swampy tree line in the Milford Neck Nature Preserve.

Wearing rubber boots, he used a wooden pole to 
lower a white cup into the dingy, tea-colored water.

Sure enough, it was loaded with tiny mosquito lar-
vae.

The Mosquito Control Section will spend late 
March and early April treating inland forested wet-
lands near populated areas — the idea being to kill as 

• See Mosquito on page 8

Harrington dedicates first formal playground

By Brian Trompeter
Milford Harrington Independent

HARRINGTON — The 
city of Harrington has lots of 
small recreational areas dubbed 

parks, but officials said the new 
children’s playground behind 
the Parks and Recreation De-
partment’s facility that they 
dedicated Friday, April 4, is 

its first formal park.
The city obtained the Game 

Time playground equipment 
from Cunningham Recreation, 

State Sen. Dave Wilson, City Council member Jack Stewart, Mayor Duane 
E. Bivans, Acting Parks and Recreation Director Doug Poore, Assistant 
City Manager Amanda Marlow, Council member Darrin Simpson and 
state Rep. Shannon Morris take part in the April 4 ribbon cutting for a 
new children’s playground behind the Parks and Recreation Department 
building. MILFORD HARRINGTON INDEPENDENT/BRIAN TROMPETER

Dover PD 

sees rise in 

shoplifting, 

overdoses
Homicides increase three-

fold year over year

By Kaitlyn Cupelli

Daily State News

DOVER — Police Chief Thomas A. 

Johnson Jr. shared the Dover Police De-

partment’s 2024 annual report March 

24, announcing an increase in shoplift-

ing, overdoses and homicides.

The numbers, reported during a City 

Council meeting, included three times 

the number of homicides in 2024 (six) 

than 2023 (two).

By Kaitlyn Cupelli

Daily State News

DOVER — Charlotte Phillips is a wom-

an who grew up with a love for reading. Her 

mother read to her constantly, and her grand-

mother was a librarian. 

It was from this love of books that an idea 

came to be: what if she provided children’s 

books to local barbershops? 

Ms. Phillips first read about this idea in 

an article. She also observed fathers and sons 

walking on Loockerman Street on the week-

ends, coming back from getting haircuts. 

“I just thought, oh, this is a great way to 

promote a love of reading,” Ms. Phillips said. 

“And to engage these owners.”

According to Ms. Phillips, reading levels, 

especially for Black boys, are abysmal in Del-

aware and the country overall. Not know-

ing how to read is also directly related to the 
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Dover baker
turns middle 

school dream 

into reality; 18

Tyeisha Grier, right, helped Charlotte Phillips further develop her project with Network 

Delaware. GREATER DOVER INDEPENDENT/KAITLYN CUPELLI
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Volunteering may be 

down but there’s 

still 
a spirit t

o serve

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

DEAL ISLAND — It 

was more than the usual 

awards banquet for the Deal 

Island-Chance 
Volunteer 

Fire Company as members 

celebrated 70 years si
nce its 

founding as a way for neigh-

bors to
 help neighbors.

Following 
icebreakers 

and a rundown of the eve-

ning’s 
agenda President 

Charles “Chuck” Jacobson 

introduced 50-year member 

and former Assista
nt Chief 

Danny Ray Webster who 

presented Chs. T. “Tommy” 

Northam and his wife Jean 

two framed 70th anniversary 

challenge coins commemo-

rating his place as the last of 

the charter members.

Founded on Sept. 29, 

1954 Mr. Northam said he 

was proud to have been a 

part of the crew that helped 

fight the first fi
re on Oct. 1, 

1955 which was not long af-

ter a sire
n had been installed 

at the firehouse.

“I dashed out of my home 

and saw flames and smoke 

coming from around three 

doors (down) from where I 

lived,” he recalled. “It w
as a 

shed fire at Price Webster’s 

property.”

Those committed volun-

teers along with their 1942 

Ford pumper named Nellie 

Belle soon extinguished the 

fire so it would not spread. 

It w
as said the oystermen in 

Deal Island-Chance VFC members after 

70 years are still helping their neighbors

See Deal Island VFC on page 4

Will open uptown to 

start but will build on 

land outside city limits

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — A medical 

doctor with more than 50 years 

of experience will be joined by 

a board certified nurse practi-

tioner to open an 

advanced primary 

care office in up-

town Crisfield.

“There’s 
no 

place better than 

Crisfield,” 
Dr. 

Howard Haft said, 

calling Somerset 

County the most medically un-

derserved area in the state and 

one of his “final last la
ps” during 

his career will be to establish 

this family care facility to offer 

“strong primary care.”

The city is le
asing temporary 

office space inside the former 

McCrory’s five and dime, and 

Dr. Haft hopes to start seeing 

patients in
 April. T

he permanent 

site will be new construction on 

Crisfield Highway, across from 

Maple Shade, which ironically 

started as a medical center op-

erated by the Barhans, la
ter be-

coming Crisfield Clinic.

“It will be fully complete, a 

modern facility, I lo
ve the spot,” 

Dr. H
aft said, and 

it w
ill provide the 

space he needs to 

see children and 

young adults 
as 

the uptown loca-

tion is to
o small for 

pediatric care.

Brandon 
D. 

Milligan, a Princess Anne na-

tive who is a family nurse practi-

tioner, w
ill be working with him 

as Dr. Haft continues to recruit 

additional providers, a
nticipating 

up to five in the new facility.

Family medical practice 

announced for Crisfield

See Family Practice page 3
Howard

Haft

Brandon

Milligan

Tommy Northam, left, holds the citations from the General Assembly to honor the 70th anniversary of the 

Deal Island-Chance Volunteer Fire Company of which he was a charter member. They were presented by 

Del. Charles Otto and Sen. Mary Beth Carozza during the company’s annual banquet, and they are joined by 

Chief Donald Ford, a 40-year member, and Assistant Chief George Mister Jr. COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

$9M shortfall persist
s; 

priorities expressed but 

FY25 expenses unclear

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

WESTOVER — A work ses-

sion held by the Somerset Coun-

ty Board of Education to recom-

mend ways to close a $9 million 

gap in next year’s $50 million 

budget spent more time look-

ing back and asking questions 

on why various accounts in the 

current spending plan are flush 

with cash and not showing any 

drawdown despite the year being 

more than half over.

“We rank last in math, and 

we are second to last in
 reading,” 

said Board Chair M
att Lankford. 

“The concern that we have as a 

board is overseeing the budget 

with inadequate reports. 
The 

bigger the budget, th
e more de-

tail that’s re
quired.”

CFO Linda Johnson said the 

Blueprint for M
aryland’s Future 

looks at funding per school based 

on a formula that cites sta
tutory 

categories, funding and enroll-

ment “and that is h
ow you’re sup-

posed to staff and fund a school.”

Next year 50% of spending is 

to be aligned with the Blueprint, 

and after that all public schools 

must sa
tisfy

 Blueprint directives, 

and she is r
ealigning the budget 

to conform to those requirements.

“We know we are not spend-

ing the way Blueprint wants it 

spent,” she said, “but you got 

to try and start somewhere, 

and putting those budget lines 

in there” shows how funds are 

divided and when totaled are 

equivalent to each category’s ap-

proved allotment.

That’s w
hy “it’s imperative,” 

Ms. Johnson said, that the fis-

cal year 2026 budget is crafted 

so that it n
ot only balances “but 

fits” Blueprint’s standards “and 

it’s g
oing to be very difficult.”

School board wants more 

clarity, details on budget

See SCPS Budget page 6 Unit of Black women 

got military mail back 

on track in WWII 

By Robert Stewart 

Capital News Service

ANNAPOLIS — After 

decades of hearing their sto
-

ries only as family lore, if th
ey 

heard them at all, th
e fami-

lies of 19 Maryland women 

who served in the 6888th 

Battalion are watching those 

stories come alive — and en-

joying the long-awaited rec-

ognition.

The 6888th is the pre-

dominantly Black postal unit 

that served in World War II 

and is the subject of Tyler 

Perry’s blockbuster movie, 

The Six Triple Eight.

“I have wanted my 

mother and my aunt to be 

honored and to be appreci-

ated for a long time,” said 

Catonsville resident Karen 

Taylor, “and now because 

of the Tyler Perry movie the 

world knows what they ac-

complished.”

Although not main char-

acters in
 Perry’s m

ovie, Tay-

lor’s m
other and aunt — who 

were born and raised in Cris-

field — were both members 

of the postal unit featured in 

the film that was released in 

early December.

A salute to the ‘Six Triple Eight’

See ‘Six Triple Eight’ page 8

Karen Taylor of Catonsville shows a photo of her mother, Vivian Elzie Taylor, of Crisfield, who along with her sister Mari-

an served with the 6888th Battalion during World War II. The service of this unit of Black women is highlighted in a new 

movie that will be shown at Gallery 413 this Friday with Ms. Taylor a special guest. CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE/ROBERT STEWART
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No loan needed for 

first p
hase, council 

seeks $2.4M more

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Secretary Josh Kurtz sent 

Crisfield an early Christm
as 

present by allowing the city 

to apply up to $5 million in 

state-funded improvements 

at Somers Cove Marina as 

the city’s match for federal 

flood mitigation.

With more than $36 mil-

lion awarded for improve-

ments south of Chesapeake 

Avenue — and a similar 

amount estim
ated to fin-

ish the job on the northern 

section — the city will be 

required to put up 10% or 

more than $7 million assum-

ing the second funding re-

quest to
 FEMA is approved.

To reach that goal, the 

city applied for $1.9 mil-

lion from the Department 

of the Environment, but the 

only guaranteed money was 

$200,000 pledged by The 

Nature Conservancy and a 

$5 million loan with an in-

terest ra
te of 0.5%.

Mayor Darlene Taylor 

pursued an opportunity to 

work with DNR and last 

Wednesday reported “The 

good news” that Secretary 

Kurtz would “compliment” 

the city’s effort “by offering 

to spend $5 million on mari-

na improvements as in-kind 

state contribution.”

“That’s 
the match we 

were looking for. As op-

posed to having to take out 

a $5 million loan, the DNR 

has agreed to allow us to 

use $5 million of their im-

provements…as match to our 

grant,” the mayor said.

DNR will let city use $5 million in 

marina work as FEMA grant match

BaytoBayNews.com  |  Crisfi eld-Somerset County Times  |  October 16, 2024  11  

— INSIDE —

With his sleigh and reindeer still back at the North Pole, Santa Claus checked out 

his delivery plan for Christmas Eve while driving a yellow school bus for Somer-

set County Public Schools. Ol’ St. Nick (who bore a striking resemblance to Koly 

Ward) was on duty for the Judy Center during the night of the Crisfield Christmas 

Parade and no doubt kept an eye on children along the way and to see whether or 

not they were being naughty or nice. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COMING SOON

See FEMA Match on page 6

Virtual pre-hearing 

with PSC is D
ec. 23

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — Econox 

Renewables Inc. of Win-

chester, Mass., 
is seeking a 

Certificate of Public Conve-

nience and Necessity
 from 

the Maryland Public Service 

Commissio
n to construct a 

2.04 megawatt alternating 

current solar energy gener-

ating system in the area of 

29715-29899 Deal Island 

Road west of Princess A
nne.

The estim
ated $7 million 

“Deal Island Solar Project” 

would occupy some 11 acres 

of a 60-acre property owned 

by Ronald G. Warren, and 

according to the company’s 

petitio
n to the PSC antici-

pates construction to start in
 

the last quarter of 2025.

The site is zoned Medium 

Density Residential-2 and 

while “not permitted” in the 

county’s ordinance on float-

ing zones for Utility
 Scale 

Solar Energy, the applicant 

states “it complies with many 

of the requirements,” for ex-

ample, it’s 
consiste

nt with 

regulations for Ag Residential 

AR and Industria
l-2 distric

ts.

Because the property is 

primarily woods, it would 

be well screened and it is
 de-

signed to have over 500 feet 

of distance from the closest 

neighbors. 
The applicant 

states the Chesapeake Bay 

Critical Area, floodplains and 

wetlands are not impacted.

Utility scale solar project planned for 

11 acre site west of Princess Anne

See Utility
 Scale Solar page 9
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No loan needed for 

first p
hase, council 

seeks $2.4M more

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Secretary Josh Kurtz sent 

Crisfield an early Christm
as 

present by allowing the city 

to apply up to $5 million in 

state-funded improvements 

at Somers Cove Marina as 

the city’s match for federal 

flood mitigation.

With more than $36 mil-

lion awarded for improve-

ments south of Chesapeake 

Avenue — and a similar 

amount estim
ated to fin-

ish the job on the northern 

section — the city will be 

required to put up 10% or 

more than $7 million assum-

ing the second funding re-

quest to
 FEMA is approved.

To reach that goal, the 

city applied for $1.9 mil-

lion from the Department 

of the Environment, but the 

only guaranteed money was 

$200,000 pledged by The 

Nature Conservancy and a 

$5 million loan with an in-

terest ra
te of 0.5%.

Mayor Darlene Taylor 

pursued an opportunity to 

work with DNR and last 

Wednesday reported “The 

good news” that Secretary 

Kurtz would “compliment” 

the city’s effort “by offering 

to spend $5 million on mari-

na improvements as in-kind 

state contribution.”

“That’s 
the match we 

were looking for. As op-

posed to having to take out 

a $5 million loan, the DNR 

has agreed to allow us to 

use $5 million of their im-

provements…as match to our 

grant,” the mayor said.

DNR will let city use $5 million in 

marina work as FEMA grant match

BaytoBayNews.com  |  Crisfi eld-Somerset County Times  |  October 16, 2024  11  

— INSIDE —

With his sleigh and reindeer still back at the North Pole, Santa Claus checked out 

his delivery plan for Christmas Eve while driving a yellow school bus for Somer-

set County Public Schools. Ol’ St. Nick (who bore a striking resemblance to Koly 

Ward) was on duty for the Judy Center during the night of the Crisfield Christmas 

Parade and no doubt kept an eye on children along the way and to see whether or 

not they were being naughty or nice. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COMING SOON

See FEMA Match on page 6

Virtual pre-hearing 

with PSC is D
ec. 23

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — Econox 

Renewables Inc. of Win-

chester, Mass., 
is seeking a 

Certificate of Public Conve-

nience and Necessity
 from 

the Maryland Public Service 

Commissio
n to construct a 

2.04 megawatt alternating 

current solar energy gener-

ating system in the area of 

29715-29899 Deal Island 

Road west of Princess A
nne.

The estim
ated $7 million 

“Deal Island Solar Project” 

would occupy some 11 acres 

of a 60-acre property owned 

by Ronald G. Warren, and 

according to the company’s 

petitio
n to the PSC antici-

pates construction to start in
 

the last quarter of 2025.

The site is zoned Medium 

Density Residential-2 and 

while “not permitted” in the 

county’s ordinance on float-

ing zones for Utility
 Scale 

Solar Energy, the applicant 

states “it complies with many 

of the requirements,” for ex-

ample, it’s 
consiste

nt with 

regulations for Ag Residential 

AR and Industria
l-2 distric

ts.

Because the property is 

primarily woods, it would 

be well screened and it is
 de-

signed to have over 500 feet 

of distance from the closest 

neighbors. 
The applicant 

states the Chesapeake Bay 

Critical Area, floodplains and 

wetlands are not impacted.

Utility scale solar project planned for 

11 acre site west of Princess Anne

See Utility
 Scale Solar page 9
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Leaves decision to BZA 

as ordinance is O
K’d 

to follow state mandate

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — With 

only three Town Commissio
ners 

present to vote, Princess Anne 

amended its z
oning ordinance to 

allow for licensed cannabis grow-

ing, processing and sales provid-

ed setbacks are met and a special 

exception is granted by the Board 

of Zoning Appeals.

The regulations provide for 

cannabis growers and proces-

sors to
 be restric

ted to industria
l 

zones, w
hile dispensaries will be 

allowed in Community Com-

mercial C-1 and General Com-

mercial C-2 zones.

A public hearing was held 

prior to the start of the regular 

February legislative session with 

residents speaking both for and 

against th
e ordinance.

One 63-year-old who uses 

cannabis for pain relief said it 

would be good for Princess A
nne 

so residents lik
e him don’t have 

to travel to Salisbury, and one of 

his neighbors sa
id, “it w

ould be 

the right thing for this town.”

“You’re asking for our opin-

ion,” said the Rev. Dean DeFino 

of Antioch Church. “This is 
go-

ing to be a detrim
ent to Princess 

Anne. We’re going to be known 

as the place to get your drugs.” 

Kindequity LLC by lottery 

was approved by the state last 

summer to open a cannabis dis-

pensary in Somerset County and 

is looking to do that on the south-

east corner of Mt. Vernon Road 

and U.S. 13, in what was once 

the former Peaky’s re
staurant.

It has until th
e end of this year 

to be in operation, and because 

it believes the town has been 

dragging its feet in the process 

of granting permits, filed a writ 

of mandamus in Circuit Court 

Town approves zoning 

for cannabis licensees

See Cannabis Zoning page 4 20 lots in
 150-acre 

property in Westover 

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — 

The county’s plans for an in-

dustria
l park in Westover are 

taking shape as the Planning 

and Zoning Commissio
n ap-

proved this major subdivision 

for 20 lots ranging in size 

from 1.3 to nearly 10 acres.

Plans call for six
 lots fro

nt-

ing Revell’s N
eck Road but 

like the others they are ac-

cessible from one of three 

interior roads that end in cul-

de-sacs.

Brock Parker of Parker & 

Associates, who drafted the 

subdivision plans, said, “We 

tried to diversify
 the lot siz

e 

to give several offerings…you 

really can’t anticipate what 

everybody’s going to want, or 

need,” and lots can be re-sub-

divided if necessary, he said.

Construction of 
the 

streets can be in phases, with 

Revell’s 
Neck Road im-

proved to have acceleration 

and deceleration lanes. Each 

street, named Redden Lane, 

Thompson Drive and Drew-

er Way on the plans, will pro-

vide for full tru
ck movement 

“so big rigs can get in and get 

out and turn around,” Mr. 

Parker said.

Industrial park subdivision a go

See Industrial Park page 5

Mayor Darlene Taylor looks toward the parking lot to see if others are arriving for a pre-bid meeting on the en-

gineering and design for elevating the City Dock 18 inches. With her from left are Joey Collins of Rauch Inc.; 

Shanell Haughton, grant administrator and project coordinator for the city; Reggie Mariner of George, Miles 

& Buhr; and Peterallen Hirschoff, the city’s new building inspector and code enforcer. When construction gets 

underway, the pavilion will come down and be replaced by some other structure or bandstand that will be de-

signed by Design Collective of Baltimore, which will prepare three concepts for public consideration and ulti-

mately City Council approval. Last Wednesday’s meeting was not mandatory, and bid requirements are on 

the city’s website. The last day to submit proposals is Friday, Feb. 21 with an award of bid anticipated Feb. 

28 with the contractor having 90 days to complete the plans. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

PLANNING FOR SOMETHING NEW
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Judge finds town failed 

to act on requested 

zoning, building docs 

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — Re-

tired Wicomico County Circuit 

Court Ju
dge W. Newton Jackson 

III ruled in favor of the limited 

liability company that wants to 

open a cannabis dispensary in 

Princess A
nne, granting summa-

ry judgment on its motion that 

town officials act on its request 

for a zoning certificate and build-

ing permit so it can start work 

converting a former restaurant 

into a retro-themed pharmacy. 

Kindequity LLC in December 

filed a writ o
f mandamus against 

the Town Commissio
ners, their 

manager and zoning director, 

and its a
ttorney was in court la

st 

Thursday to make its c
ase.

Attorney Matthew Murnane 

for the plaintiffs told Judge Jack-

son that the town has not done 

anything about Kindequity’s 

requests, 
and had no record the 

application was denied, and in 

his opinion the town “had no in-

tention of doing anything.”

Further, the zoning ordi-

nance the commissio
ners passed 

on Feb. 5 was flawed as it t
reats 

cannabis differently than alcohol 

by requiring a special exception 

hearing before the Board of Zon-

ing Appeals (B
ZA) for only can-

nabis when by state law cannabis 

and alcohol must be treated the 

same, Mr. M
urnane said.

The zoning ordinance “is un-

lawful,” he said, and wanted the 

court to
 order the town to follow 

its re
quired ministerial duties. M

r. 

Murnane added that there is n
o 

need to take this to
 tria

l because 

“this is 
a clear matter of law.”

For the town, attorney Chris-

topher Smith said the state uses 

the term “retail dealer” while the 

town code’s terminology is “retail 

Kindequity’s complaint 

against town affirmed

See Kindequity Complaint page 5

Participants m
um if 

there are next ste
ps 

or a fresh approach  

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — A 

meeting the County Com-

missio
ners 

requested five 

months ago with leaders of 

the Maryland Department 

of Public Safety and Correc-

tional Services about sta
ffing 

shortfalls at Eastern Correc-

tional Institu
tion took place 

last week in closed session.

Afterward neither sid
e of-

fered any substantive details 

on how that discussion went, 

or if there were any break-

throughs or next ste
ps.

Among those in atten-

dance were DPSCS Secre-

tary Carolyn J. S
cruggs, and 

Division of Correction Com-

missio
ner J. Philip Morgan, 

as well as Citizens’ Advisory 

Committee members, some 

of them having been in that 

role since before the Westo-

ver prison opened in 1987.

Secretary Scruggs said 

she’s lo
oking for a “produc-

tive partnership” with the 

commissio
ners, and will con-

tinue to be in contact with 

them while doing “the best 

we can do to meet the needs 

of the community.”

Former ECI Assista
nt 

Warden Sgt. Ronnie Dryden, 

who has been a champion for 

correctional officers, didn’t 

stay long after the meeting 

ended. He said he would 

have to unwind first and gath-

er his thoughts about what he 

heard before commenting.

“I think it w
ent well, and 

we’ll se
e where it ta

kes us,” 

said County Commissio
ner 

Darryl Webster, retired fa-

cility administra
tor, but no 

future meeting was planned. 

He said later he hopes to 

have more to say about this 

in the coming days. 

Limited update on ECI staffing

See DPSCS Meeting page 4

ECI correctional officer Ronnie Sterling, right, waited to talk with Department of Public Safety and Correc-

tional Services Secretary Carolyn Scruggs following her closed meeting with the County Commissioners. 

Also at that meeting was Phil Morgan, left, Division of Correction Commissioner, who is speaking with War-

ner Sumpter, a member of the Citizens’ Advisory Committee. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 9.

Spring Forward one hour before retiring Saturday.
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Permissio
n granted 

for solar project on 

West Post Office Rd.  

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — A Balti-

more City Circuit Court judge 

ruled in favor of the Maryland 

Public Service Commissio
n 

over the objections of Som-

erset County on the approval 

of a 3.9 megawatt so
lar ener-

gy generating station on West 

Post Office Road.

Judge Levi S. Zaslow 

said the PSC “applied the 

correct standard of review” 

and affirmed its decision to 

grant a Certificate of Pub-

lic Convenience and Ne-

cessity
 (CPCN) to Rosehip 

Cleantech LLC. 

Last Wednesday’s court 

hearing was held over Zoom, 

and representing the county 

was attorney Kirk Simpkins 

who in part argued that due 

consideration was not given 

to the county and its z
oning 

ordinance.

He said the CPCN should 

be denied or at least re
mand-

ed back to the PSC so it can 

follow the local code. This 

piece of ground has long 

been in agriculture, he said, 

and with the proximity of 

houses there is great con-

cern about a solar field being 

detrim
ental to the neighbor-

hood and property values.

The nearly 20-acre site 

east of Princess Anne and 

west of Pete’s Hill Road is 

owned by Flonium Power 

LLC, which sought a special 

exception for the project from 

the Somerset County Board 

of Zoning Appeals but with-

drew its a
pplication before the 

August 2019 public hearing.

PSC decision affirmed over objections

See Solar Affirmed on page 11

$36 million to work 

on flood mitigation 

no longer available 

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Nine 

months after it was an-

nounced that $36.21 mil-

lion in federal funding was 

approved for the Southern 

Crisfield Flood Mitigation 

Project the Trump admin-

istra
tion’s Department of 

Homeland Security redi-

rected those FEMA funds 

for use in disaster relief.

The Federal Emergen-

cy Management Agency 

(FEMA) announced on 

April 4 it was ending the 

Building Resilient Infra-

structure and Communities 

(BRIC) program and can-

celed all BRIC applications 

from fiscal years 2020-23 

which included Crisfield’s.

The grant — which had 

not been disbursed — was re-

turned to the U.S. Treasury.

A FEMA spokesperson 

called the BRIC program 

“yet another example of 

a wasteful and ineffective 

FEMA program” which 

under Homeland Securi-

ty Secretary Kristi 
Noem 

was recommittin
g itself “to 

ensuring that Americans in 

crisis 
can get the help and re-

sources they need.”

“We have many feder-

al opportunities that we’re 

looking at that have been im-

pacted by the changes that 

are happening,” said Mayor 

Darlene Taylor. “They are 

big concerns that we’re go-

ing to lose a lot of the effort 

that we put in.”

However, as a woman 

of faith, Mayor Taylor is 

prayerful that this will not 

stand, and that the two years 

of collaborating with several 

agencies and nonprofits — 

and gaining commitments 

for millions in matching 

funds — was not in vain.

“I don’t know exactly 

where or how, but it’s
 going 

to come back,” she said. “It 

wasn’t good news, but I’m 

like, ‘OK Lord, where are we 

going from here?’ and I hon-

estly don’t know but I k
now 

it will be OK.”

FEMA’s flood grant dries up
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Owens led DC charter 

school, Handy resumes 

assista
nt principal role

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

WESTOVER — Wash-

ington Academy and High 

School has a new principal, 

Clifford Owens, who started 

Monday this w
eek after be-

ing appointed by Somerset 

County Public Schools.

Mr. O
wens, fo

rmer prin-

cipal of Hope Tolson Public 

Charter School in Washing-

ton, D.C., “brings over 25 

years of expe-

rience in pub-

lic education, 

along with a 

demonstrated 

record of trans-

f o r m a t i o n a l 

leadership and 

a 
steadfast 

commitment 

to student achievement,” ac-

cording to SCPS.

“Throughout his career, 

Mr. Owens has served stu-

dents from Pre-K through 

12th grade, promoting growth 

across academic, behavioral, 

and cultural domains — his 

‘ABCs of education.’ He is 

widely recognized for his 

work in school turnaround 

efforts and previously led a 

school honored as a National 

Blue Ribbon School.”

His educational philoso-

phy is c
entered on fostering 

excellence through expedi-

Washington High now has new principal

See New Principal on page 2

Stretches tim
eline, costs 

go up if st
ate gives less 

than expected in FY26

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

WESTOVER — Renova-

tion of Crisfield Academy and 

High School could take twice 

as long as proposed if th
e Mary-

land Interagency Commissio
n on 

School Construction (IA
C) cuts 

by more than half its anticipat-

ed financial commitment in the 

coming fiscal year.

Superintendent of Somerset 

County Public Schools Dr. Ava 

Tasker-M
itchell is being joined 

by the County Commissio
ns and 

Crisfield’s mayor requesting the 

IAC reconsider its p
roposal, which 

will im
pact cash flow, bog down 

the project tim
eline and ultimate-

ly cost th
e state more money.

The IAC approved $38.38 

million for comprehensive im-

provements th
at in February were 

estim
ated to cost $39.2 million.

Work is to start this summer 

and continue while students are 

in school with all systems and 

spaces except for locker rooms 

and Head Start th
at date to 2017 

completed by December 2027.

For FY26, the IAC proposes to 

allocate $8.5 million — $10 mil-

lion less than anticipated. Even 

with Somerset County Public 

Schools using its “
Built to

 Learn” 

(BLT) allotment that leaves a 

shortfall of nearly $7.659 million.

Dr. Tasker-Mitchell wrote to 

IAC Chair Edward Kasemeyer 

that “it would mean extending the 

project by at least th
ree years. T

his 

would increase the overall cost of 

the project by millions, necessi-

tating either an increase in overall 

funding or a reduction in scope.”

Further, dragging out the 

timeline of this occupied renova-

tion would displace and disrupt 

students “for a longer period…

further im
pacting the education-

al experience.”

Cash flow change could 

disrupt CAHS renovation

See CAHS Renovation page 9

$9M shortfall persist
s; 

priorities expressed but 

FY25 expenses unclear

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

WESTOVER — A work ses-

sion held by the Somerset Coun-

ty Board of Education to recom-

mend ways to close a $9 million 

gap in next year’s $50 million 

budget spent more time look-

ing back and asking questions 

on why various accounts in the 

current spending plan are flush 

with cash and not showing any 

drawdown despite the year being 

more than half over.

“We rank last in math, and 

we are second to last in
 reading,” 

said Board Chair M
att Lankford. 

“The concern that we have as a 

board is overseeing the budget 

with inadequate reports. 
The 

bigger the budget, th
e more de-

tail that’s re
quired.”

CFO Linda Johnson said the 

Blueprint for M
aryland’s Future 

looks at funding per school based 

on a formula that cites sta
tutory 

categories, funding and enroll-

ment “and that is h
ow you’re sup-

posed to staff and fund a school.”

Next year 50% of spending is 

to be aligned with the Blueprint, 

and after that all public schools 

must sa
tisfy

 Blueprint directives, 

and she is r
ealigning the budget 

to conform to those requirements.

“We know we are not spend-

ing the way Blueprint wants it 

spent,” she said, “but you got 

to try and start somewhere, 

and putting those budget lines 

in there” shows how funds are 

divided and when totaled are 

equivalent to each category’s ap-

proved allotment.

That’s w
hy “it’s imperative,” 

Ms. Johnson said, that the fis-

cal year 2026 budget is crafted 

so that it n
ot only balances “but 

fits” Blueprint’s standards “and 

it’s g
oing to be very difficult.”

School board wants more 

clarity, details on budget

See SCPS Budget page 6 Unit of Black women 

got military mail back 

on track in WWII 

By Robert Stewart 

Capital News Service

ANNAPOLIS — After 

decades of hearing their sto
-

ries only as family lore, if th
ey 

heard them at all, th
e fami-

lies of 19 Maryland women 

who served in the 6888th 

Battalion are watching those 

stories come alive — and en-

joying the long-awaited rec-

ognition.

The 6888th is the pre-

dominantly Black postal unit 

that served in World War II 

and is the subject of Tyler 

Perry’s blockbuster movie, 

The Six Triple Eight.

“I have wanted my 

mother and my aunt to be 

honored and to be appreci-

ated for a long time,” said 

Catonsville resident Karen 

Taylor, “and now because 

of the Tyler Perry movie the 

world knows what they ac-

complished.”

Although not main char-

acters in
 Perry’s m

ovie, Tay-

lor’s m
other and aunt — who 

were born and raised in Cris-

field — were both members 

of the postal unit featured in 

the film that was released in 

early December.

A salute to the ‘Six Triple Eight’

See ‘Six Triple Eight’ page 8

Karen Taylor of Catonsville shows a photo of her mother, Vivian Elzie Taylor, of Crisfield, who along with her sister Mari-

an served with the 6888th Battalion during World War II. The service of this unit of Black women is highlighted in a new 

movie that will be shown at Gallery 413 this Friday with Ms. Taylor a special guest. CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE/ROBERT STEWART
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No loan needed for 

first p
hase, council 

seeks $2.4M more

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Secretary Josh Kurtz sent 

Crisfield an early Christm
as 

present by allowing the city 

to apply up to $5 million in 

state-funded improvements 

at Somers Cove Marina as 

the city’s match for federal 

flood mitigation.

With more than $36 mil-

lion awarded for improve-

ments south of Chesapeake 

Avenue — and a similar 

amount estim
ated to fin-

ish the job on the northern 

section — the city will be 

required to put up 10% or 

more than $7 million assum-

ing the second funding re-

quest to
 FEMA is approved.

To reach that goal, the 

city applied for $1.9 mil-

lion from the Department 

of the Environment, but the 

only guaranteed money was 

$200,000 pledged by The 

Nature Conservancy and a 

$5 million loan with an in-

terest ra
te of 0.5%.

Mayor Darlene Taylor 

pursued an opportunity to 

work with DNR and last 

Wednesday reported “The 

good news” that Secretary 

Kurtz would “compliment” 

the city’s effort “by offering 

to spend $5 million on mari-

na improvements as in-kind 

state contribution.”

“That’s 
the match we 

were looking for. As op-

posed to having to take out 

a $5 million loan, the DNR 

has agreed to allow us to 

use $5 million of their im-

provements…as match to our 

grant,” the mayor said.

DNR will let city use $5 million in 

marina work as FEMA grant match

BaytoBayNews.com  |  Crisfi eld-Somerset County Times  |  October 16, 2024  11  

— INSIDE —

With his sleigh and reindeer still back at the North Pole, Santa Claus checked out 

his delivery plan for Christmas Eve while driving a yellow school bus for Somer-

set County Public Schools. Ol’ St. Nick (who bore a striking resemblance to Koly 

Ward) was on duty for the Judy Center during the night of the Crisfield Christmas 

Parade and no doubt kept an eye on children along the way and to see whether or 

not they were being naughty or nice. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COMING SOON

See FEMA Match on page 6

Virtual pre-hearing 

with PSC is D
ec. 23

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — Econox 

Renewables Inc. of Win-

chester, Mass., 
is seeking a 

Certificate of Public Conve-

nience and Necessity
 from 

the Maryland Public Service 

Commissio
n to construct a 

2.04 megawatt alternating 

current solar energy gener-

ating system in the area of 

29715-29899 Deal Island 

Road west of Princess A
nne.

The estim
ated $7 million 

“Deal Island Solar Project” 

would occupy some 11 acres 

of a 60-acre property owned 

by Ronald G. Warren, and 

according to the company’s 

petitio
n to the PSC antici-

pates construction to start in
 

the last quarter of 2025.

The site is zoned Medium 

Density Residential-2 and 

while “not permitted” in the 

county’s ordinance on float-

ing zones for Utility
 Scale 

Solar Energy, the applicant 

states “it complies with many 

of the requirements,” for ex-

ample, it’s 
consiste

nt with 

regulations for Ag Residential 

AR and Industria
l-2 distric

ts.

Because the property is 

primarily woods, it would 

be well screened and it is
 de-

signed to have over 500 feet 

of distance from the closest 

neighbors. 
The applicant 

states the Chesapeake Bay 

Critical Area, floodplains and 

wetlands are not impacted.

Utility scale solar project planned for 

11 acre site west of Princess Anne

See Utility
 Scale Solar page 9
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No loan needed for 

first p
hase, council 

seeks $2.4M more

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

CRISFIELD — Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 

Secretary Josh Kurtz sent 

Crisfield an early Christm
as 

present by allowing the city 

to apply up to $5 million in 

state-funded improvements 

at Somers Cove Marina as 

the city’s match for federal 

flood mitigation.

With more than $36 mil-

lion awarded for improve-

ments south of Chesapeake 

Avenue — and a similar 

amount estim
ated to fin-

ish the job on the northern 

section — the city will be 

required to put up 10% or 

more than $7 million assum-

ing the second funding re-

quest to
 FEMA is approved.

To reach that goal, the 

city applied for $1.9 mil-

lion from the Department 

of the Environment, but the 

only guaranteed money was 

$200,000 pledged by The 

Nature Conservancy and a 

$5 million loan with an in-

terest ra
te of 0.5%.

Mayor Darlene Taylor 

pursued an opportunity to 

work with DNR and last 

Wednesday reported “The 

good news” that Secretary 

Kurtz would “compliment” 

the city’s effort “by offering 

to spend $5 million on mari-

na improvements as in-kind 

state contribution.”

“That’s 
the match we 

were looking for. As op-

posed to having to take out 

a $5 million loan, the DNR 

has agreed to allow us to 

use $5 million of their im-

provements…as match to our 

grant,” the mayor said.

DNR will let city use $5 million in 

marina work as FEMA grant match

BaytoBayNews.com  |  Crisfi eld-Somerset County Times  |  October 16, 2024  11  

— INSIDE —

With his sleigh and reindeer still back at the North Pole, Santa Claus checked out 

his delivery plan for Christmas Eve while driving a yellow school bus for Somer-

set County Public Schools. Ol’ St. Nick (who bore a striking resemblance to Koly 

Ward) was on duty for the Judy Center during the night of the Crisfield Christmas 

Parade and no doubt kept an eye on children along the way and to see whether or 

not they were being naughty or nice. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COMING SOON

See FEMA Match on page 6

Virtual pre-hearing 

with PSC is D
ec. 23

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

BALTIMORE — Econox 

Renewables Inc. of Win-

chester, Mass., 
is seeking a 

Certificate of Public Conve-

nience and Necessity
 from 

the Maryland Public Service 

Commissio
n to construct a 

2.04 megawatt alternating 

current solar energy gener-

ating system in the area of 

29715-29899 Deal Island 

Road west of Princess A
nne.

The estim
ated $7 million 

“Deal Island Solar Project” 

would occupy some 11 acres 

of a 60-acre property owned 

by Ronald G. Warren, and 

according to the company’s 

petitio
n to the PSC antici-

pates construction to start in
 

the last quarter of 2025.

The site is zoned Medium 

Density Residential-2 and 

while “not permitted” in the 

county’s ordinance on float-

ing zones for Utility
 Scale 

Solar Energy, the applicant 

states “it complies with many 

of the requirements,” for ex-

ample, it’s 
consiste

nt with 

regulations for Ag Residential 

AR and Industria
l-2 distric

ts.

Because the property is 

primarily woods, it would 

be well screened and it is
 de-

signed to have over 500 feet 

of distance from the closest 

neighbors. 
The applicant 

states the Chesapeake Bay 

Critical Area, floodplains and 

wetlands are not impacted.

Utility scale solar project planned for 

11 acre site west of Princess Anne

See Utility
 Scale Solar page 9
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Leaves decision to BZA 

as ordinance is O
K’d 

to follow state mandate

By Richard Crumbacker

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — With 

only three Town Commissio
ners 

present to vote, Princess Anne 

amended its z
oning ordinance to 

allow for licensed cannabis grow-

ing, processing and sales provid-

ed setbacks are met and a special 

exception is granted by the Board 

of Zoning Appeals.

The regulations provide for 

cannabis growers and proces-

sors to
 be restric

ted to industria
l 

zones, w
hile dispensaries will be 

allowed in Community Com-

mercial C-1 and General Com-

mercial C-2 zones.

A public hearing was held 

prior to the start of the regular 

February legislative session with 

residents speaking both for and 

against th
e ordinance.

One 63-year-old who uses 

cannabis for pain relief said it 

would be good for Princess A
nne 

so residents lik
e him don’t have 

to travel to Salisbury, and one of 

his neighbors sa
id, “it w

ould be 

the right thing for this town.”

“You’re asking for our opin-

ion,” said the Rev. Dean DeFino 

of Antioch Church. “This is 
go-

ing to be a detrim
ent to Princess 

Anne. We’re going to be known 

as the place to get your drugs.” 

Kindequity LLC by lottery 

was approved by the state last 

summer to open a cannabis dis-

pensary in Somerset County and 

is looking to do that on the south-

east corner of Mt. Vernon Road 

and U.S. 13, in what was once 

the former Peaky’s re
staurant.

It has until th
e end of this year 

to be in operation, and because 

it believes the town has been 

dragging its feet in the process 

of granting permits, filed a writ 

of mandamus in Circuit Court 

Town approves zoning 

for cannabis licensees

See Cannabis Zoning page 4 20 lots in
 150-acre 

property in Westover 

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — 

The county’s plans for an in-

dustria
l park in Westover are 

taking shape as the Planning 

and Zoning Commissio
n ap-

proved this major subdivision 

for 20 lots ranging in size 

from 1.3 to nearly 10 acres.

Plans call for six
 lots fro

nt-

ing Revell’s N
eck Road but 

like the others they are ac-

cessible from one of three 

interior roads that end in cul-

de-sacs.

Brock Parker of Parker & 

Associates, who drafted the 

subdivision plans, said, “We 

tried to diversify
 the lot siz

e 

to give several offerings…you 

really can’t anticipate what 

everybody’s going to want, or 

need,” and lots can be re-sub-

divided if necessary, he said.

Construction of 
the 

streets can be in phases, with 

Revell’s 
Neck Road im-

proved to have acceleration 

and deceleration lanes. Each 

street, named Redden Lane, 

Thompson Drive and Drew-

er Way on the plans, will pro-

vide for full tru
ck movement 

“so big rigs can get in and get 

out and turn around,” Mr. 

Parker said.

Industrial park subdivision a go

See Industrial Park page 5

Mayor Darlene Taylor looks toward the parking lot to see if others are arriving for a pre-bid meeting on the en-

gineering and design for elevating the City Dock 18 inches. With her from left are Joey Collins of Rauch Inc.; 

Shanell Haughton, grant administrator and project coordinator for the city; Reggie Mariner of George, Miles 

& Buhr; and Peterallen Hirschoff, the city’s new building inspector and code enforcer. When construction gets 

underway, the pavilion will come down and be replaced by some other structure or bandstand that will be de-

signed by Design Collective of Baltimore, which will prepare three concepts for public consideration and ulti-

mately City Council approval. Last Wednesday’s meeting was not mandatory, and bid requirements are on 

the city’s website. The last day to submit proposals is Friday, Feb. 21 with an award of bid anticipated Feb. 

28 with the contractor having 90 days to complete the plans. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

PLANNING FOR SOMETHING NEW

County Administrator R. Douglas “Doug” Taylor was honored last Friday by the County Commissioners with 

a proclamation and lunch in his honor during his last day on the job. The Frostburg State University graduate 

who served as a first lieutenant in the U.S. Army started county service in August 2004 as Director of Coun-

ty Roads, after which he was appointed County Administrator in October 2011. “Throughout his career, Doug 

has displayed exceptional professional ability, foresight, mature judgment, and the logical application of sound 

management principles, qualities that have earned him the respect and admiration of colleagues and commu-

nity members alike,” the proclamation stated, as read by Deputy County Administrator Ernie Leatherbury. Pic-

tured with him from left are Vice President Randy Laird, President Charles Laird, and Commissioners Darryl 

Webster and Eldon Willing. Mr. Taylor praised the team of employees he’s worked with, saying “You’re only as 

good as your staff.” “They’re unbelievable.” President Laird said the position will be filled as soon as possible 

as the commissioners extended their best wishes for Mr. Taylor’s “well-deserved retirement.” Commissioner 

Craig Mathies Sr. was unable to attend as was Charles Cavanaugh, director of solid waste, drainage and main-

tenance who retired last month after 35½ years of service. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR RETIRES

Clifford

Owens

Firehouse available 

only until year-end 

By Richard Crumbacker 

Crisfield-Somerset County Times

PRINCESS ANNE — 

Somerset County will get its 

first t
aste of running an am-

bulance service much sooner 

than year-end as starting next 

week it ta
kes over payroll for 

the 17 career EMS employ-

ees now working their final 

days with the Princess A
nne 

Volunteer Fire Company.

A full board of Coun-

ty Commissio
ners and fire 

company trustees met face-

to-face for the first time in 

open session on Tuesday last 

week and PAVFC treasurer 

Robert M
urphey said, “two 

weeks fro
m tomorrow, that’s 

our last paycheck from us.”

In addition, tru
stees put a 

$650,000 price tag on the four 

ambulances, and $100,000 

on lifesaving equipment and 

associated supplies.

“This w
hole deal is l

ike a 

domino effect,” Mr. M
urphey 

said. “Once the employees 

change over, we drop the 

insurance, we drop the tele-

phone (and) change the lock.”

And trustee President Le-

muel White said when the 

paramedics become county 

employees, th
ey will no lon-

ger be on the fire company’s 

benefits plan.

The fire company in Janu-

ary announced it would end 

ambulance service July 1 and 

the County Commissioners 

later received assurance that it 

would be extended to Dec. 31. 

PAVFC: $750,000 for ambulances, equipment 

and it expects county to pickup payroll next week

See Ambulance Service page 4

Kristen Bratcher, a sixth grade science teacher at Somerset Intermediate School, 

was named the 2025 Somerset County Teacher of the Year during the annual din-

ner program held last Friday night at the Henson Center at UMES. Nominated by her 

school she was first chosen the Secondary Teacher of the Year, with Woodson Ele-

mentary School teacher Allison Grove the Elementary Teacher of the Year and county-

wide runner-up. Mrs. Bratcher will be the county’s candidate for Maryland Teacher of 

the Year this fall. With her from left are Superintendent Dr. Ava Tasker-Mitchell, Del. 

Charles Otto, Director of Schools Tracie Bartemy, and Board of Education Chair Matt 

Lankford. For the story see page 3. CRISFIELD-SOMERSET COUNTY TIMES/RICHARD CRUMBACKER

SOMERSET COUNTY TEACHER OF THE YEAR

See FEMA Grant on page 5
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Thank you, Father,

ENERGY

By Joseph Edelen
Daily State News

DOVER — A proposal to roll back Delaware’s renewable energy portfo-lio standards was tabled in the House of Representatives’ Natural Resources & Energy Committee on April 16.The move comes as lawmakers continue to seek solutions for rising energy costs.
The standards require utilities to derive their energy from renewable sources, such as wind and solar — starting with a 25% floor in 2025 and increasing annually until a 2035 goal 

Bill to reduce  
requirements 
for renewable  
energy tabled

CENSORSHIP

Rep. Krista Griffith, left, Delaware State Education Association president Stephanie Ingram, second from left, and Rep. DeShanna Neal, right, hold 

books that have banned throughout the country at the Dover Public Library on April 15, just prior to announcing legislation to protect Delaware 

schools and libraries from book bans.  DAILY STATE NEWS/JOE EDELEN

By Joseph Edelen
Daily State News

DOVER— There have been over 16,000 books banned in U.S. pub-

lic schools dating back to 2021, and now, Delaware lawmakers have in-troduced a measure to protect books in the First State from being banned 

based on partisan, ideological or reli-
gious disapproval.

Proposal aims to protect banned books

See Energy — Page 4

See Censorship — Page 4

EDUCATION 

SU vice president of student affairs announces retirement
Special to the Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — For nearly two 
decades, Dr. Dane Foust has been a 
familiar face to a generation of stu-
dents at Salisbury University.

Most recently serving as SU’s vice 
president of student affairs for the past 
13 years, Foust recently announced 
plans to retire at the end of the 2024-
25 academic year.

“Dr. Foust’s leadership, wisdom, 
and deep commitment to SU’s mis-
sion have enriched our university in 
immeasurable ways,” said SU Presi-
dent Carolyn Ringer Lepre. “While 
we will miss his presence on campus, 
we take comfort in knowing that his 
contributions will have a lasting im-
pact on generations of Sea Gulls to 
come.”

Foust came to SU as associate vice 

president of student 
affairs in 2006, provid-
ing leadership in the 
division’s assessment 
and fiscal management 
areas, and overseeing 
SU’s Student Health 
Services, Career Ser-

vices, Counseling, and Disability 
Resource centers. He also played a 
significant role in the development of 
SU’s Sea Gull Square mixed-use res-
idential and retail complex, opened in 
2011.

That year, he was appointed inter-
im vice president, earning the position 
on a permanent basis in 2012. In that 
role, he led the development of SU’s 
strategic enrollment plan, as well as 
the Student Affairs Division’s first 
outcomes-based strategic plan and a 

comprehensive campus wellness pro-
gram. He also has been instrumental 
in the renovation of SU’s traditional 
residence halls and in emergency pre-
paredness on campus.

In addition to the areas noted 
above, he also currently oversees the 
Office of Housing and Residence 
Life, University Dining Services, 
Conference Services, the Guerrieri 
Student Union, the SU Bookstore, 
the Center for Student Involvement 
and Leadership, TRIO Student Sup-
port Services, the SU Bookstore, and 
the SU Cares case management of-
fice.

Beyond SU, Foust is an accreditor 
for the Middle States Commission 
on Higher Education and an affiliate 
faculty member in the University of 
Maryland Eastern Shore’s Doctor of 

Education Leadership Program. A 
graduate of Leadership Maryland, he 
also has served with Shore Leader-
ship, an initiative facilitating positive 
change on the Eastern Shore through 
public-private partnerships.

Prior to coming to SU, he held 
positions at Mount Aloysius College 
in Pennsylvania, the Semester at Sea 
program sponsored by the University 
of Pittsburgh, the State University of 
New York College at Oneonta, and 
Pennsylvania State University.

He holds an Ed.D. in higher edu-
cation administration from Pennsyl-
vania State University, and an M.A. 
in student affairs in higher education 
and B.S. in journalism from Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania.

Dane Foust
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COMMUNITY

Buffalo Soldier goat/ fish 
dinner fundraiser

EDEN — The Thomas E. Polk, 
Sr. Chapter of the Buffalo Soldiers 
will be hosting its 2nd annual Goat/ 
Fish Dinner fundraiser on Saturday, 
May 17, 2025. The event and Buffa-
lo Soldier exhibit will be held at the 
Allen Community Hall located at 
26575 Collins Wharf Rd Eden, MD 
from 11:30 a.m. until sold out. 

The Allen Historical Society Mu-
seum located at 3430 Allen Rd Eden, 
MD will also be open to the public 
from 1- 3 p.m. There is an extensive 
exhibit on Sgt. Polk and other Buffa-
lo Soldiers at the museum. Sgt. Polk 
was a native of Allen who served as a 
Buffalo Soldier in the 9th Cavalry of 
the U. S. Army from 1882-1892. All 
proceeds from this event will help the 
TEP Chapter of the Buffalo Soldiers, 
a non-profit organization, in fulfilling 
its mission in “ preserving, promoting 
and perpetuating the History & lega-
cy of the Buffalo Soldiers”.

Any amount of donation may be 
mailed to: The Thomas E. Polk, Sr. 
Chapter of the Buffalo Soldiers P.O. 
Box 21816 Salisbury, MD 21802. 

Tickets on sale for all-you-
can-eat crab feast July 19

SALISBURY — Nothing says 
summer on the Lower Shore like 
feasting on steamed crabs. 

Meuse VFW Post 194 will host a 
crab feast at the post home on East 
William Street in Salisbury on Sat-
urday, July 19, beginning at 1 p.m., 
and until the crabs are gone. Proceeds 
will benefit MAC programs for local 
seniors.

The cost is $45 per person for all-
you-can-eat steamed crabs, corn on 
the cob, hamburgers and hot dogs, 
potato salad, pasta salad, wings and 
more!

Tickets are on sale at MAC’s front 
desk or online at www.macinc.org. 

Ticket sales are limited.
For information on MAC and 

MAC programs and services, visit the 
website or call 410-742-0505.

MAC is a member agency of the 
United Way of the Lower Eastern 
Shore.

Salisbury Wicomico Arts 
Council announces grant 
deadline

SALISBURY — The Salisbury 
Wicomico Arts Council awards com-
munity art project, operating and 
emergency Grants to local arts or-
ganizations, and arts enhanced ed-
ucation grants to Wicomico County 
public and private schools. The first 
of two deadlines for community art 
project grants offered this year, 

The council encourages all quali-
fying arts organizations and schools 
to apply for grant funding to create 
“Arts for Better Living.” 

The deadline for the first of two 
community art project grant cycles 
for FY26 fiscal year is June 6, 2025.  
This first cycle grant distribution 
of the community art grants means 
that the grant can be used for an en-
tire year from July 1, 2025 through 
June 30, 2026 for either arts operat-
ing support, arts special projects, or 
arts emergency support available for 
incorporated non-profit 501(c)3 arts 
related organizations in Wicomico 
County. 

Go to www.getswac.org for appli-
cation, criteria and guidelines. 

The council is also offering a one-
week summer camp for ages 5-12. 
The camp runs August 4th-8th from 
12:30-5:30pm. 

• Arts and crafts adventure
• Visit with local artists
• Music, theater, literary, 

dance, culinary segments
• Walking arts field trip
• Arts review finale for family 

and friends

• All supplies plus snack time 
included

• Parent/guardian permission 
slip required

$170 per child
Arts Educators and Instructors: 

SWAC Staff Shayne Parker and 
Therese Hamilton, Music Teacher 
Genique Garrison, SWAC Board, 
visiting Artists and musicians. 

Register by June 27. Information 
can be found on the organization’s 
website.

Salisbury Wicomico Arts 
Council to host upcoming 
luncheon

The annual luncheon includes 
SWAC grant recipients, arts booths 
& displays, arts performances, arts 
awardees, William Alexander and 
Arts Educators and an election of the 
FY26 SWAC Board.  

The event is Wednesday, June 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. inside the El-
egant Dove Pointe Ballroom at 1225 
Mount Hermon Road in Salisbury. 

Purchase tickets by June 10 for 
$35.00, after June 10 for $40, seat-
ing is limited. Purchase tickets on-
line at GetSWAC.org OR call 410-
543-2787 OR mail check to PO 
Box 884, Salisbury, MD 21803 OR 
visit SWAC at 110 West Church St, 
Downtown Salisbury.

2025 St. Philip’s Guest 
Lecture Series 

QUANTICO — St. Philip’s Epis-
copal Church (6457 Quantico Rd, 
Quantico, MD 21856) will present 
an upcoming series of guest lectures. 

Register at ewallingford2004@
yahoo.com. or 410-742-1837. Meet-
ings are on the second Monday of the 
month (except for Dec.) at 1 PM. and 
provided as a, free community out-
reach program, Apr.-Dec.

June 9- Kaye Hearn, quilter ex-
traordinaire, will share her skills and 

her creations as she demonstrates her 
methods and her passion for a lasting 
art. Kaye will share how her art can 
reflect history, family, themes and 
more. 

July 14- Kathleen Morton-Jones 
of Holloway Funeral Home will dis-
cuss what to do and not do upon the 
death of a loved one. Specific rec-
ommendations and resources will be 
provided with info on the newest end 
of life choices. Questions will be wel-
comed. Kathleen can be reached at 
kathleen@hollowaysfh.com

August 11- Are you tired of dull, 
impersonal emails? Does your mail-
box need something other than bills 
and catalogues? Create and mail 
unique, personal correspondence and 
see what you get in return. Design 
your own stationery and messag-
es with Elaine Wallingford, former 
creative writing teacher. Multi ap-
proaches will be used but are not lim-
ited to beads, stamps, paint, ribbon, 
pieces of metal, leaves, plastics, etc. 
Materials, samples with messages will 
be provided. Bring your own tweezer 
and imagination.

September 8- Charlie Paparella, 
formerly of WBOC’s “Travels with 
Charlie” will bring nature to you in 
verse, song and photo. Charlie’s love 
of the outdoors will make you want 
to jump into your waders, grab your 
camera, and strum a guitar. Capture 
and connect with Charlie’s magic 
moments.

October 13- Dr. Creston Long of 
SU and Director of the Nabb Center 
will discuss recent exhibits, projects 
and upcoming plans. Dr. Long will 
also include the history and the re-
sources of the Nabb Center.

November 10- To add variety to 
upcoming holiday menus, the ladies 
of St. Philip’s will present recipes 
and samples. These selections will be 
aimed at healthy eating and economi-
cal savings. Bring your tastebuds, your 
calorie counter and your calculator.
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SU’s Maykrantz Named 2025-26 Fulbright Scholar

Special to the Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — When Dr. Sher-
ry Maykrantz found her passion for 
undergraduate research at Salisbury 
University, she couldn’t have imag-
ined being called upon to launch re-
search opportunities across the world. 
Until now. 

Next year, she will spend several 
months in Prague teaching at one of 
the oldest universities in the world ig-
niting students’ research passion as a 
2025-26 U.S. Fulbright Scholar.

“I’m proud to have Dr. Maykrantz 
represent Salisbury University 
through the prestigious Fulbright 
Program,” said SU President Caro-
lyn Ringer Lepre. “This opportuni-
ty allows our faculty to extend their 
scholarly pursuits globally, while en-
riching the educational journey of our 
students. We are thrilled for the hon-

or she has received and the opportu-
nities her connections and experienc-
es will create for our students here at 
Salisbury.”

Sponsored by the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Bureau of Education-
al and Cultural Affairs, the Fulbright 
is America’s flagship international 
exchange program.

“This opportunity directly cor-
relates to what I’m most passionate 
about surrounding undergraduate 
research,” said Maykrantz, associ-
ate professor of public health in SU’s 
College of Health and Human Ser-
vices. “I enjoy working with students 
who are enthusiastic about their re-
search potential but may be unsure 
about how to begin. 

“Some may feel overwhelmed by 
the complexity or believe that re-
search is limited to laboratory set-
tings. My goal is to introduce the 

possibilities of research to all students, 
regardless of their discipline.”  

Through the initiative, Maykrantz, 
the first faculty member in SU’s 
School of Health Sciences to serve 
as a Fulbright, will spend the spring 
2026 semester helping to launch a 
student undergraduate research con-
ference at Charles University, one of 
the oldest universities in the world in 
continuous operation. 

“Today’s students are the future 
of change in this data-driven world, 
and exposing them to research I hope 
will cultivate a strong international 
research pipeline between the uni-
versities with many opportunities for 
collaboration to come,” she said. 

She will also teach public health 
courses, help develop international 
health curriculum and potentially ex-
plore options to establish a research 
hub similar to SU’s Office of Under-

graduate Research and Creative Ac-
tivity (OURCA). 

At SU, Maykrantz has taught pub-
lic health courses, mentored students 
at international research conferences 
and led study abroad excursions in 
several countries including Italy, Por-
tugal, Austria and Spain. She also is 
SU’s Maryland Charity Campaign 
chair and OURCA director.

“Through my experience with 
study abroad, I’ve seen that there’s a 
desire and reciprocal hunger to learn 
from each other and share research 
and ideas,” she said. “In keeping to 
the mission of the Fulbright of im-
proving mutual understanding and 
support of peaceful relationships, and 
lending to the mission that all univer-
sities and higher education can agree 
on, I hope to do just that through this 
fellowship.”

Dr. Sherry Maykrantz. PROVIDED
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EDUCATION 

SU’s Maroto earns Cambridge University Press Poster Award
Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — Salisbury Uni-
versity senior Gabriela “Gaby” Ma-
roto recently earned the 2025 C.G. 
Turner II and Cambridge Universi-
ty Press Poster Competition Award 
from the Dental Anthropology Asso-
ciation. 

“I’ve learned so much about con-
ducting and presenting research over 
the last year,” said Maroto, a biolog-
ical sciences major from Amsterdam, 
NY. “I had never worked with teeth, 
high-tech software, and creating im-
ages and scientific values, until now.”

The prize is awarded to the best 
student research poster exploring 
dental anthropological themes such 
as forensic anthropology, evolution, 
anatomy or any field that draws upon 
dental data.

The project began as summer re-
search sponsored by SU’s Office of 
Undergraduate Research and Cre-
ative Activity (OURCA) with guid-
ance from Dr. Susanne Daly, faculty 
research mentor, and has been sup-
ported by SU’s Richard A. Henson 

School of Science and Technology 
and Biological Sciences Department. 

Maroto presented her research, 
“Getting to the point: Assessing di-
etary signal from tooth sharpness in 
the postcanine dentition of primates,” 
at the American Association for Bio-

logical Anthropologists’ annual meet-
ing, where she engaged in networking 
sessions and learned from research 
panelists in the field. 

“To go from no academic research 
experience to winning this award has 
only strengthened my desire to ex-
plore more research opportunities in 
the future,” she said. 

Upon graduating from SU, Ma-
roto will begin her graduate study in 
anatomy education at Johns Hopkins 
University later this year.

“I highly encourage undergradu-
ate students to get involved with re-
search in a topic that interests them,” 
she said. “Find a faculty member to 
partner with, they are always willing 
to help you. I wouldn’t be where I am 
today without their support at SU.”

Salisbury University senior Gabriela “Gaby” Maroto. PROVIDED
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TidalHealth stroke team 
announces “Striding 
Together for Stroke 
Prevention” community walk

SALISBURY — TidalHealth and 
its stroke team announce a series of 
community stroke walks to promote 
awareness, education, and preven-
tion of stroke. 

The event series, entitled “Strid-
ing Together for Stroke Preven-
tion: Walk, Learn, and Partner for 
Health,” will bring together patients, 
caregivers, and community members 
for a series of walks at key locations 
across the region. 

Led by Stroke Coordinator Lau-
ren Hitchens, MSN, RN, these 
walks aim to foster a relaxed and 
informative atmosphere where par-
ticipants can learn about stroke pre-
vention, recovery, and the vital im-
portance of early intervention.

“Stroke prevention and recovery 
are critical to improving the health 
and well-being of our community,” 
said Hitchens. “This is an oppor-
tunity for people to engage with 
healthcare professionals in an in-
formal setting, while also learning 
about the signs, risks, and steps for 
reducing stroke risk. We hope to en-
courage healthy lifestyles, increase 
awareness, and offer practical advice 
that can make a difference in the 
lives of those who may be affected 
by stroke.”

The next walk is planned for: 
Salisbury: Salisbury City Park 

(White Pedestrian Bridge)
May 17 from 8:30 to 10 a.m.
The stroke team has its three goals 

for the series to increase communi-
ty engagement, raise awareness and 
support stroke education. Each walk 
will be followed by an informal Q&A 

session, where participants can in-
teract directly with the TidalHealth 
stroke team, ask questions, and share 
their own experiences. 

Attendees will also have access to 
educational materials and resources 
to take home. Advance registration 
is not required.

For more information about the 
Striding Together for Stroke Pre-
vention walks, contact Lauren 
Hitchens, Stroke Coordinator, at 
410-912-7938 or lauren.hitchens@
tidalhealth.org. 

Tanisha Armstrong Joins 
TidalHealth Foundation as 
Grant Manager 

SALISBURY – The 
TidalHealth Founda-
tion has announced the 
appointment of Tani-
sha Armstrong as the 
health system’s new 
Grant Manager. 

With more than 
three decades of experience in grants 
management—including 19 years 
focused on federal funding—Arm-
strong brings exceptional expertise 
and a deep passion for community 
health to her new role.

“We are thrilled to welcome Tan-
isha to TidalHealth,” said Jessica 
Hales,  Vice President, Chief Philan-
thropy Officer and President, Tidal-
Health Foundation. “Her extensive 
background in grant strategy, deep 
community ties, and unwavering 
commitment to patient-centered 
care will strengthen the health sys-
tem’s mission to improve the health 
and well-being of the communities 
we serve.”

Armstrong is a graduate of the 

University of Maryland Eastern 
Shore (UMES) and is currently 
completing her Master of Public 
Health (MPH) at Emory University, 
with graduation expected in August 
2025.

Armstrong’s professional career 
spans over 20 years as a nonprofit 
consultant, where she specialized in 
strengthening organizational capac-
ity, funding strategies, and program 
sustainability. Her impressive track 
record in grants development and 
administration has helped numerous 
organizations secure critical funding 
for health and social service initia-
tives.

Deeply committed to community 
service, Armstrong has served as a 
board member for several local non-
profits and actively contributes her 
expertise to initiatives that uplift un-
derserved populations.

Dr. Jack Snitzer appointed 
Executive Medical Director 
for Specialty Medicine at 
TidalHealth

SALISBURY- Tid-
alHealth recently an-
nounced that Jack 
Snitzer, DO, has been 
named the Executive 
Medical Director for 
Specialty Medicine.

With over three de-
cades of provider experience, Dr. 
Snitzer brings a wealth of expertise 
and leadership to this role, reinforc-
ing TidalHealth’s commitment to 
providing exceptional care.

As the Executive Medical Direc-
tor, he will oversee and guide the 
strategic direction of TidalHealth’s 
specialty medicine, including the 

long-standing services of endocri-
nology, neurology, gastroenterol-
ogy, pulmonary, nephrology and 
infectious diseases. New services 
coming under his leadership include 
rheumatology and palliative care, 
and a service line in geriatrics that is 
currently under development.

“Dr. Snitzer’s leadership will re-
main pivotal in shaping the future of 
specialty medicine at TidalHealth, 
particularly as the organization 
continues to expand its delivery of 
comprehensive care throughout the 
Delmarva Peninsula,” said Cindy 
Lunsford, Executive Vice President 
of TidalHealth and President of 
TidalHealth’s Primary and Special-
ty Care Medicine.

Dr. Snitzer, an endocrinologist, 
received his Doctor of Osteopath-
ic Medicine (DO) degree from the 
Philadelphia College of Osteopath-
ic Medicine, along with a Bachelor 
of Science degree from Allegheny 
College, and is currently pursuing 
a Master of Healthcare Adminis-
tration (MHA) degree from Des 
Moines University.

“I am honored to accept this new 
role and look forward to continuing 
to work alongside the team at Tid-
alHealth to constantly advance the 
quality and level of care we provide 
to our patients,” said Dr. Snitzer. 
“We will ensure they always have a 
healthcare team committed to excel-
lence, research, trust and compas-
sion.”

Dr. Snitzer, a native of Buffalo, 
N.Y., joined TidalHealth in 1993 
and has led the Endocrinology team 
since 2012.

Tanisha 
Armstrong

Dr. Jack 
Snitzer
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C H A M B E R   M O N T H LY

Six members of Maryland’s Lower 
Shore State Legislative Delegation 
gathered on Thursday, April 17th at the 
Wicomico Youth & Civic Center to recap 
the concluded 2025 Maryland General 
Assembly Session during the Salisbury 
Area Chamber of Commerce Post 
Legislative Session Forum and Luncheon, 
presented by Tri-County Council for the 
Lower Eastern Shore of Maryland.

Zach Evans, SACC Board Chair and 
Executive Manager of Industry & 
Stakeholder Affairs, Mountaire Farms, 
moderated the forum.

Legislative actions and inactions were 
the centerpieces of the discussions shared 
by Delegation members. Delegation 
members all agreed that the recently 
concluded session was historic in 
addressing a record $3 Billion structural 
budget deficit, soaring energy costs for 
state businesses and residents, and the 
challenges faced keeping the business 
environment in Maryland competitive.

Senator Mary Beth Carozza commented 
on Republican proposals to reduce state 
agencies’ budgets by 5% across the board, 
“That action if the General Assembly had 
taken it, would have balanced Maryland’s 
budget without any tax or fee increases. 
The General Assembly should have also 
paused funding for Maryland’s Blueprint 
for Education as a further action to reduce 
state spending to address the budget 
shortfall.”

Regarding the final budget vote in the 
House of Delegates, Delegate Sheree 
Sample-Hughes, who voted against the 
final budget proposal, said, “The budget 
was not in the best interests of the eastern 

shore, none of it.”
The eastern shores’ agricultural 

industries and how the federal tariffs 
could impact this critical business sector 
prompted Delegate Charles Otto to share, 
“These tariffs impact key inputs at the 
Port of Baltimore. We must stop worrying 
about bike paths and walking trails and 
rebuild the Key Bridge instead – a loss 
that still impacts the eastern shore’s 
agricultural industry.”

One of the topics addressed at the 
Chambers 2025 Southern Delmarva 
Economic Forecast was building Maryland 
as a center for growth in the Aerospace 
industry sector. Delegate Tom Hutchinson 
commented that a slight lowering of 
Maryland’s Corporate income tax rate, 
from 8.3% to just under 8%, will do 
nothing to incentivize the aerospace 
industry.”

Freshman Delegate Barry Beauchamp 
added, “Utah has the number one 
state economy in the country with a 4% 
corporate income tax rate on industry, and 
Texas is going to a 2% rate. We will watch 
those two states grow while Maryland 
continues to push businesses to the 
surrounding states.

Delegate Chris Adams agreed that 
Maryland could miss the opportunity to 
attract aerospace and related industries. 
“The eastern shore depends on new 
economic development. Rocket Lab sees 
Maryland as an opportunity. The new 
3.5% state Tech Tax misses the mark in 
attracting these industry sectors.”

The delegation also talked about climate 
change mandates and energy issues.

Delegate Otto bemoaned the failure of 

the state EV mandates to date. “Maryland 
should abandon the EV mandate,” stated 
Otto.

The Maryland EMPOWER program and 
consumers’ frustrations with high energy 
bills prompted Delegate Beauchamp to 
share with the audience, “The average 
electric bill was $40 to 50 dollars higher 
per month, and the EMPOWER program is 
not serving Maryland’s residents the way 
the program intended when enacted over 
a decade ago.”

Delegate Adams added, “Maryland 
imports too much electricity. That’s 
driving these high utility rates across the 
board.”

Final discussions centered on legislation 
that failed, including the tax on sugary 
beverages, the business-to-business tax, 
the door-to-door delivery tax, and a few 
others that failed this session.

For a full recap of the forum, check 

PAC14 at www.pac14.org.
The SACC wishes to thank Senator Mary 

Beth Carozza, Delegate Barry Beauchamp, 
Delegate Chris Adams, Delegate Tom 
Hutchinson, Delegate Charles Otto, and 
Delegate Sheree Sample-Hughes for 
attending the forum and for their service 
to the Lower Eastern Shore, and thank you 
to sponsors 47 ABC – WMDT, Chesapeake 
Utilities, Salisbury University.

The May General Membership 
Luncheon featuring the Fire Chiefs of 
Delmarva Forum will take place on 
Thursday, May 22, 11:30 AM -1:00 PM, at 
the Cambria Hotel Ocean City Bayfront, 13 
St. Louis Avenue, Ocean City, MD 21842.

The forum is presented by DK Law 
Group. Register at salisburyarea.com. 
Members – $38, Non-Members – $48, 
includes a full lunch. Sponsorships are 
available.

The SACC 2025 Post Legislative Session Forum and Luncheon 
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Voodoo Brewing Co. Celebrates Opening with Ribbon Cutting
Salisbury, MD – Voodoo Brewing Co. officially 

opened its doors in Salisbury, MD on March 22, 
marking the first brewpub location for the company 
in Maryland. Located at 1315 S. Salisbury Blvd., 
Unit 6, the new location is a family-owned venture 
bringing a unique blend of craft beer, unique food, 
and community engagement to the area.

On April 3, The Salisbury Area Chamber of 
Commerce was delighted to join owners Robert 
Beckey, Heather Wieland-Beckey, William Beckey; 
and General Manager Jason Bloom in their official 
ribbon cutting celebrating this new franchise.

Weiland-Beckey shared with us “We appreciate 
everyone for joining us today!  Why Voodoo? 
Well Rob and I met with a broker, we looked at 
demographics, we live close by, and we wanted 
to add two other venues (PJ’s and Voodoo) on the 
south end of town that would add variety and 
community engagement.  The beer and cocktails, 
as well as the food, are delicious! Special thanks 
to Fisher Architects who designed the building 

and Delmarva Veterans Builders who did the 
construction”.

Voodoo Brewing Co. offers a signature lineup 
of craft beers, including IPAs, lagers, stouts, hard 
seltzers, and the popular Voodoo Love Child, Big 
Black Voodoo Daddy (12% alcohol), and Lacto 
Coolers. A guest taps from local and regional 
breweries will also showcase a variety of craft 
beer styles.

The menu will feature pub fare with a focus on 
unique and high-quality dishes served in a fun, 
casual atmosphere. A semiprivate room that easily 
accommodates 25 people and a covered outdoor 
deck is available for private events.

The owners, Heather Wieland, Rob Beckey, 
and William, are committed to giving back to the 
community and plan to collaborate with local 
organizations.

Follow Voodoo Brewing on Facebook and 
Instagram for updates on events, menus and so 
much more.

Karen Davis – State Farm Hosts 
SACC Business After Hours 

Karen Davis – State Farm Agent hosted the 
SACC April Business After Hours on April 10, 2025, 
in their Salisbury headquarters office, which was 
converted into a beautiful garden courtesy of 
Williams Market.  SACC members, family, friends 
and staff gathered to network and cut a ribbon 
in celebration of  the agency’s 25th anniversary 
of providing the community with a “Garden” full 
of insurance services.

Davis shared with the guests “This is a great 
celebration with my team and the community.  
I was born and raised here in Salisbury, and it 
is great to give back to give back to where you 
are from.  We have extended our services to 
Maryland and Delaware and have offices in 
Salisbury and Cambridge.  Nothing happens 
without a great team, and ours is one of the 
best in the industry.  We share the same vision, 
the same passion, we are dedicated to making 
sure that our customers in the community are 

protected when the unexpected occurs.  We have 
planted a lot of seeds in the last 25 years, and 
we appropriately themed this celebration as the 
“Garden of Coverage”.

During the event, Wicomico County Council 
President, John Cannon presented Davis with 
a proclamation and certificate in recognition 
of 25 years of providing the community with 
auto, home, business, property, life and health 
insurances.

For more information call 410-749-8800 or visit 
www.karendavisagency.com

Guests enjoyed light fare provided by Amazing 
Creations. Door prizes included rose bushes 
and a gift card from Williams Market; and the 
50/50 raffle benefiting the SACC Foundation’s 
endowment was won by Jennifer Lefebvre from 
The Talk of Delmarva – WGMD 92.7 and 98.5, who 
donated her winnings back to the foundation.
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Magnolia West in Downtown Salisbury Celebrates Opening with Ribbon Cutting
On Wednesday, on April 16, the Salisbury 

Area Chamber of Commerce joined Suzanah 
Cain, owner, and her son Jack Cain at 
Magnolia West for an official ribbon cutting 
celebrating their new store in downtown 
Salisbury.

Suzanah shared with our guests “I have 
always loved going to antiquing and going 
to thrift stores, and this is something I have 
always wanted to do. It is therapy for me. 
We opened in November 2024 and son, Jack, 
runs the store from Tuesday to Saturday.   We 
are getting ready to receive our Mother’s 
Day and summer merchandise, but if you 
are looking for something specific, I can 
always get it for you.  We also can get pieces 

upholstered for you.  We are thrilled to open 
this store here in Salisbury and be part of 
the revitalization process of our beautiful 
downtown.”

Magnolia West is a charming retail store 
offering a curated collection of vintage-
inspired, boho home goods, decor, and 
unique finds.

Guests enjoyed light fare provided by 
Roadie Joe’s Bar and Grill, and a giveaway 
gift and planting seed for everyone who 
attended.

Follow Magnolia West on Facebook and 
Instagram for current hours and to check 
out new merchandise, or visit them at 241 
W. Main Street, Salisbury, MD.

Caribbean Express Market Celebrates New 
Store with Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

On April 22, the SACC and its members 
joined Jean Michel Charites, owner and CEO 
of Caribbean Express Market in the official 
ribbon cutting ceremony for their new, bigger 
and better store!

Charites shared with us “Thank you for 
joining us. With the grace of God, hard work, 
our great associates, perseverance, and the 
support of the Wicomico County community 
we have been able to thrive.  It has not been 
easy; and I travel much to be able to bring the 
products that my customers want.  I want to 
say thanks to my wife who is always supporting 
me, and to Sindy Seraphin for her continuous 
help and sharing with me the many benefits 
of joining the Salisbury Area Chamber of 
Commerce.”

Caribbean Express Market opened in 
March 2001, at the much smaller store at 223 
Florida Ave. With the growth of the Caribbean 
community in Salisbury, Charites soon realized 
they needed a bigger store that would be able 
to offer a better variety of products from Haiti, 
Jamaica, Latin America and Africa to satisfy 
their customer’s needs.  Customers can find 
fresh produce, a variety of grocery items, frozen 
ethnic products, and beauty products.

Guests sampled Haitian mushroom rice, 
goat, and other delicacies. Door prizes included 
beautiful charcuterie boxes created by Amazing 
Creations.

To discover all they have to offer, visit 
Caribbean Express Market at 226 Florida 
Avenue in Salisbury, MD.

Ribbon Cutting - The AFP Group/Balanced
Financial Services
Wednesday, May 14, 2025 | 4:00 - 5:00 PM
1323 Mount Hermon Rd, Unit 5B, Salisbury, MD 21804

Chamber 101
Monday, May 19, 2025 | 12:00 to 1:00 PM
200 E Church Street, Salisbury, MD 21801

Ribbon Cutting - Bay Runner Shuttle
Wednesday, May 21, 2025 | 4:00 - 5:00 PM
547C Riverside Dr., Salisbury, MD 21801

General Membership Luncheon - 
Delmarva Fire Chief Forum
Thursday, May 22, 2025 | 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Cambria Hotel Ocean City Bayfront, 13 St. Louis 
Avenue, Ocean City, MD 21842
Members - $38 | Non-Members - $48
Sponsor Table of 8 - $500

M&M Workshop: Marketing Metrics That
Matter in 2025
Wednesday, May 28, 2025 | Noon - 1:00 PM
Zoom Meeting - a meeting link will be sent once
registered. Members - FREE | Non-Members - $20

Ribbon Cutting - Twist Indian Grill
Wednesday, May 28, 2025 | 4:00 - 5:00 PM
1315 S Salisbury Blvd., Salisbury, MD 21801

Ribbon Cutting - Cellar House Farm
Thursday, May 29, 2025 | 1:00 - 2:00 PM
2643 Cellar House Road, Pocomoke, MD 21851

Taste of the Town with Delmarva Eats
Thursday, June 5, 2025 | 5:00 - 7:00 PM
Dove Pointe, 1225 Mt Hermon Rd., Salisbury, MD 21804
Advance Purchase Tickets (purchased before June
4 at 5:00 PM) Members - $35 | Non-Members - $45
Pay at the door - $50

Stay Safer in the Heat - Maryland’s New Heat
Stress Standard
Tuesday, June 10, 2025 | 11:30 AM- 1:00 PM
Safety Resources, LLC, 1938 Windsor Drive,
Salisbury, MD 21801

Ribbon Cutting - Wor-Wic CC Cyber Range Training
Program
Tuesday, June 10, 2025 | 3:00 - 4:30 PM
32000 Campus Drive, Brunkhorst Hall, 2nd Floor, 
Salisbury, MD 21804

General Membership Breakfast -
 Law Enforcement Leaders
Wednesday, June 11, 2025 | 8:00 - 10:00 AM
Wicomico Civic Center, Flanders Room
500 Glen Avenue, Salisbury, MD 21804
Members - $35 | Non-Members - $45
Presenting Sponsorship - $1500
Table Sponsorship - $500

YP’s Happy Hour at Tall Tales Taphouse
Thursday, June 12, 2025 | 5:00 - 7:00 PM
Location TBD - Check chamber calendar for up-todate
information

For more information or to register for 
upcoming events, visit www.salisburyarea.com. 

Upcoming Chamber 
Events May/June
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General Membership Luncheon 
- Delmarva Fire Chief Forum

The May General Membership Luncheon will 
be held on Thursday, May 22, 2025 at 11:30 
AM at the Cambria Hotel Ocean City Bayfront 
in Ocean City, MD, and feature the first annual 
Delmarva Fire Chief Forum. 

Fire Department Chiefs from Delaware and 
the Eastern Shores of Maryland and Virginia will 
gather to share challenges, opportunities, and 
what the future of firefighting looks like for each 
of their respective departments. 

Topics addressed will include the next 
generation of firefighting, how AI is playing a 
role in the fire service, health issues in the fire 
services, dealing with EV vehicle fires, the future 
of the volunteer services and funding challenges.

This will be a panel format, moderated by David 
Livingston, Livingston Wealth Management.

Panelists include fire department chiefs from: 
• Salisbury, MD
• Easton, MD
• Ocean City, MD
• Dover, DE
• Cambridge, MD
• Maryland Fire Service
• Chincoteague, VA
Registration is required and includes lunch. 

Members - $38 | Non-Members - $48
Presenting Sponsorships are available. Visit 

https://salisburyarea.com for details.

From left, Stefanie K. Rider, executive 
director of the Wor-Wic Community 
College Foundation and development, 
Karri B. Todd, co-chair of the Salisbury 
Area Chamber of Commerce (SACC) 
Foundation and member of the SACC 
executive committee, Stephanie Willey, 
co-chair of the SACC Foundation and 
member of the SACC voting council, 
Deborah Casey, Ph.D., president of Wor-
Wic, and Bill Chambers, president and 
CEO of the SACC, celebrate a donation 
by the SACC. The donation funds the 
SACC’s endowed scholarship, which 
annually supports Worcester, Wicomico 
or Somerset County students attending 
Wor-Wic. The chamber raises funds 
throughout the year at its Business After 
Hours events. For more information 
about creating a scholarship, email 
foundation@worwic.edu or call 410-
334-2965.

Education Is Everybody’s Business 
– Blueprint for Maryland’s Future
The Salisbury Area Chamber of Commerce – 

Education Committee Network (SACC-EN) and 
the Community Foundation of the Eastern Shore 
(CFES) are proud to announce Season 3, Episode 
3 of Education is Everybody’s Business, Blueprint 
for Maryland’s Future.

In this informative episode of EIEB, Host Ladd 
Colston, Ph.D., CEO of Sustainable-Vision, LLC, 
discusses the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future 
— a comprehensive education reform plan 
aimed at improving public education across 
the state by increasing funding, enhancing 
teacher quality, and ensuring equitable access 
to resources. It focuses on strengthening early 

childhood education, K-12, and post-secondary 
education to create better outcomes for all 
students, especially those from disadvantaged 
backgrounds.

Guests include Dr. Jon Andes, Professor of 
Practice, Seidel College of Education at Salisbury 
University; Dr. Brian J. Raygor, Chief Finance & 
Operations Officer, Wicomico County Public 
Schools; Dr. William E. “Brit” Kirwin, Chair, 
Chancellor Emeritus of the University System 
of Maryland

Season 3 Episode 3 can be viewed in its 
entirety at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
ADKbVcRGPA

SACC DONATION



BaytoBayNews.com  |  Salisbury Independent  |  Tuesday, May 13, 2025  23  

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds  

then select “Place an ad”

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES  
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at 

877.223.1503

Starting at $30
for one column by two-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum 

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATESEMAILS
iniclassads@iniusa.org

legalads@iniusa.org
obits@iniusa.org

Starting at $30
for one column by two-inch advertisement

$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 
Logo and photos included

No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: iniclassads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: DAILIES DEADLINE THE PRIOR DAY BY 3PM / CALL FOR WEEKLIES AND MONTHLIES |  OFFICE HOURS: Call for Office Hours

Miscellaneous
Increase the digital
presence of your bus-
iness! Contact MDDC
Ad Services to receive
a FREE Digital
Footprint Consultation
for your business
from a TOP PERFOR-
MING advertising
agency! Call
855-721-MDDC, Ext.
4,     www.mddcadad
services.com

Business 
Opportunities

Let the Multimedia
Specialists of MDDC
Ad Services help you
in growing your bus-
iness and  increasing
your customer base.
CALL TODAY at
855-721-MDDC, Ext.
4 and start seeing re-
sults NOW!

Miscellaneous
Get DISH Satellite
TV + Internet! Free
Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies,
Plus Limited Time
Up To $600 in Gift
Cards. Call Today!
1-855-407-6870.

WICOMICO COUNTY BOARD OF APPEALS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Applications have been filed with the Wicomico County Board of Appeals, and;

PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE HELD ON 

May 22, 2025, beginning at 6:00 p.m. in the County Council Chambers, Room 301, Third
Floor, Government Office Building, Route 50 and North Division Street, Salisbury, Maryland. The
Board reserves the right to close a part of this meeting as authorized by Section
10-508(a) of the Maryland Annotated Code. 

Hugh Cropper IV, on behalf of Jeremiah & Cayla Campbell, in accordance with
Section 125-35 of the Wicomico County Critical Area Resource Protection, requests a
Buffer Variance located at 3039 Whitehaven Road, Tyaskin, MD. The property is
located 0.4 miles south of the intersection of Capitola Road and Whitehaven Road,
and 0.4 miles north of the intersection of Mezick Road and Whitehaven Road. The
subject property is in the A-1 Zoning District as well as within the Resource
Conservation Area of the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area. M-65, G-8, P-162

Salisbury Cross West Solar, LLC, in accordance with Section 225-67 of the Wicomico
County Zoning Code, requests a Special Exception – Minor Solar on property owned
by TWD, LLC, and located east of Fruitland, binding upon the southeasterly side of
Nutters Cross Road, about 3/10 of a mile northwest of its intersection with
Coulbourn Mill Road in the A-1 Zoning District and the A-2 Airport Overlay District.
M-58, G-6, P-95

(FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL (410-548-4860)
J. Phillips Wright, Jr. – Chairman
21951 SI 5/6,13; CT 5/7,14/2025

Public Notice
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Public Notice

BUSINESS

SVN | Miller Commercial Real Estate recognized at conference
Salisbury Independent

SALISBURY — SVN | Miller 
Commercial Real Estate recently at-
tended SVN International Corp.’s 
Annual Conference in San Anto-
nio, Texas, where they were honored 
among the top-performing offices and 
professionals in the industry. 

SVN | Miller was recognized as 
the 7th ranked office out of 220+ of-
fices nationwide, highlighting their 
commitment to excellence and client 
success.

Wesley Cox, CCIM, and The 
Hanna Team, were ranked 10th out 
of 2,000+ Advisors nationwide for 
2024. John McClellan, CCIM, SIOR, 

was honored with the President’s 
Club award, and Andy Ball, Meredith 
Mears and Ross Benincasa were hon-
ored with the Achiever’s Club award.

The conference brought togeth-

er top professionals from around the 
globe for an engaging and insightful 
experience. Attendees participated 
in networking events, industry pan-
els, keynote presentations, and team 

building activities, all designed to fos-
ter collaboration and innovation with-
in the commercial real estate industry.

“This kind of recognition doesn’t 
happen by chance – it’s the result of 
passion, perseverance, and a shared 
belief in delivering value beyond the 
deal. Being ranked in the top 10 of-
fices nationally and having five of our 
Advisors honored on stage is a proud 
moment, but more importantly, it’s 
a testament to what’s possible when 
a team is fully committed to excel-
lence,” said Brent Miller, Executive 
Managing Director, SVN | Miller 
Commercial Real Estate. 

The SVN | Miller Commercial Real Estate team poses with their award. PROVIDED
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Notice to Creditors

John B. Robins, IV, Esquire
PO Box 506

128 E. Main Street
Salisbury, MD 21803-0506

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS
ESTATE NO. 28106

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE
ESTATE OF TERESA ANN CORNELIUS

Notice is given that Christina Brittingham
Schissler, 7324 Division St., Willards, MD
21874-1165 was on April 24, 2025 appointed
Personal Representative of the estate of
Teresa Ann Cornelius who died on January
12, 2025 with a will.
 Further information can be obtained by
reviewing the estate file in the office of the
Register of Wills or by contacting the personal
representative or the attorney.
 All persons having any objection to the
appointment (or to the probate of the
decedent’s will) shall file their objections with
the Register of Wills on or before the 24th
day of October, 2025.
 Any person having a claim against the
decedent must present their claim to the
undersigned personal representative or file it
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the
undersigned on or before the earlier of the
following dates:
 (1) Six months from the date of the
decedent’s death; or
 (2) Two months after the personal
representative mails or otherwise delivers to
the creditor a copy of this published notice or
other written notice, notifying the creditor
that the claim will be barred unless the
creditor presents the claims within two
months from the mailing or other delivery of
the notice.  A claim not presented or filed on
or before that date, or any extension provided
by law, is unenforceable thereafter. Claim
forms may be obtained from the Register of
Wills.

                      Christina Brittingham Schissler
                       Personal Representative 

                                            True Test Copy
Register of Wills for

Wicomico County
Karen A. Lemon

PO Box 787
Salisbury, MD 21803-0787

21947 SI 5/6,13,20; CT 5/7,14,21/2025

Notice to Creditors

Cynthia B. MacDonald, Esquire
208 Calvert Street, PO Box 33

Salisbury, MD 21803-4519

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS
ESTATE NO.: 28098

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE
ESTATE OF ANN C CHRISTOPHER

 Notice is given that Katherine S. Levin, 406
Main St., P.O. Box 189, Sharptown, MD 21861
was on April 21, 2025 appointed Personal
Representative of the estate of Ann C
Christopher who died on March 28, 2025 with
a will.
 Further information can be obtained by
reviewing the estate file in the office of the
Register of Wills or by contacting the personal
representative or the attorney.
 All persons having any objection to the
appointment (or to the probate of the
decedent’s will) shall file their objections with
the Register of Wills on or before the 21st
day of October, 2025.
 Any person having a claim against the
decedent must present their claim to the
undersigned personal representative or file it
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the
undersigned on or before the earlier of the
following dates:
 (1) Six months from the date of the
decedent’s death; or
 (2) Two months after the personal
representative mails or otherwise delivers to
the creditor a copy of this published notice or
other written notice, notifying the creditor
that the claim will be barred unless the
creditor presents the claims within two
months from the mailing or other delivery of
the notice.  A claim not presented or filed on
or before that date, or any extension provided
by law, is unenforceable thereafter.  Claim
forms may be obtained from the Register of
Wills.

         Katherine S Levin
         Personal Representative

True Test Copy
Register of Wills for

Wicomico County
Karen A. Lemon

PO Box 787
Salisbury, MD 21803-0787

21944 SI 5/6,13,2; CT 5/7,14,21/2025

Notice to Creditors

John C. Seipp, Esquire
105 Camden Street

Salisbury, MD 21801

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS
ESTATE NO.: 28101

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE
ESTATE OF CHARLES D MCGEE

 Notice is given that John Charles McGee,
9491 Ruby Lane, Mardela Springs, MD
21837-2500 was on April 22, 2025 appointed
Personal Representative of the estate of
Charles D McGee who died on February 25,
2025 with a will.
 Further information can be obtained by
reviewing the estate file in the office of the
Register of Wills or by contacting the personal
representative or the attorney.
 All persons having any objection to the
appointment (or to the probate of the
decedent’s will) shall file their objections with
the Register of Wills on or before the 22nd
day of October, 2025.
 Any person having a claim against the
decedent must present their claim to the
undersigned personal representative or file it
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the
undersigned on or before the earlier of the
following dates:
 (1) Six months from the date of the
decedent’s death; or
 (2) Two months after the personal
representative mails or otherwise delivers to
the creditor a copy of this published notice or
other written notice, notifying the creditor
that the claim will be barred unless the
creditor presents the claims within two
months from the mailing or other delivery of
the notice.  A claim not presented or filed on
or before that date, or any extension provided
by law, is unenforceable thereafter.  Claim
forms may be obtained from the Register of
Wills.

              John Charles McGee
         Personal Representative

True Test Copy
Register of Wills for

Wicomico County
Karen A. Lemon

PO Box 787
Salisbury, MD 21803-0787

21941 SI 5/6,13,20; CT 5/7,14,21/2025

Notice to Creditors

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS
ESTATE NO. 28104

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE
ESTATE OF DOROTHY JEAN ADAMS

 Notice is given that Franklin William Adams
Jr., 1810 Bernadette Ct., Forest Hill, MD
21050-2729 was on April 23, 2025 appointed
Personal Representative of the estate of
Dorothy Jean Adams who died on April 7,
2025 with a will.
 Further information can be obtained by
reviewing the estate file in the office of the
Register of Wills or by contacting the personal
representatives or the attorney.
 All persons having any objection to the
appointment (or to the probate of the
decedent’s will) shall file their objections with
the Register of Wills on or before the 23rd
day of October, 2025.
 Any person having a claim against the
decedent must present the claim to the
undersigned personal representatives or file it
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the
undersigned on or before the earlier of the
following dates:
 (1) Six months from the date of the
decedent’s death; or
 (2) Two months after the personal
representatives mail or otherwise deliver to
the creditor a copy of this published notice or
other written notice, notifying the creditor
that the claim will be barred unless the
creditor presents the claims within two
months from the mailing or other delivery of
the notice. A claim not presented or filed on
or before that date, or any extension provided
by law, is unenforceable thereafter. Claim
forms may be obtained from the Register of
Wills.

                 Franklin William Adams Jr 
                              Personal Representative  

True Test Copy
Register of Wills for

Wicomico County
Karen A. Lemon

PO Box 787
Salisbury, MD 21803-0787

21949 SI 5/6,13,20; CT 5/7,14,21/2025

How fast can  your car go? 
It can go  even faster when you sell it 

in the  classifieds.
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Robin R. Cockey, Esquire
Cockey, Brennan & Maloney, P.C.

313 Lemmon Hill Lane
Salisbury, MD 21801

SMALL ESTATE
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS

ESTATE NO.: 20856

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE
ESTATE OF ROBERT GRAHAM TRUITT SR.

 Notice is given that Cathy Sue Miller, 27860
Pemberton Dr., Salisbury, MD 21801-2420
was on March 28, 2025 appointed personal
representative of the small estate of Robert
Graham Truitt Sr. who died on May 25, 2024
with a will.
 Further information can be obtained by
reviewing the estate file in the office of the
Register of Wills or by contacting the personal
representative or the attorney.
 All persons having any objection to the
appointment shall file their objections with
the Register of Wills within 30 days after the
date of publication of this Notice.  All persons
having an objection to the probate of the will
shall file their objections with the Register of
Wills within six months after the date of
publication of this Notice.
 All persons having claims against the
decedent must serve their claims on the
undersigned personal representative or file
them with the Register of Wills with a copy to
the undersigned on or before the earlier of
the following dates:
 (1) Six months from the date of the
decedent’s death; or
 (2) Thirty days after the personal
representative mails or otherwise delivers to
the creditor a copy of this published notice or
other written notice, notifying the creditor
that the claims will be barred unless the
creditor presents the claim within thirty days
from the mailing or other delivery of the
notice.  Any claim not served or filed within
that time, or any extension provided by law,
in unenforceable thereafter.

Cathy Sue Miller
Personal Representative

True Test Copy
Register of Wills for

Wicomico County
Karen A. Lemon

PO Box 787
Salisbury, MD 21803-0787

20515 SI 5/13 CT 5/14/2024

Dale E. Watson, Esquire
906 Eastern Shore Dr.
Salisbury, MD 21804 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS
ESTATE NO. 21805

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE
ESTATE OF RAYMOND THOMAS
   SMULLEN SR

 Notice is given that Raymond Smullen Jr.,
6419 White Cove Dr., Salisbury, MD
21801-1755 was on April 23, 2025 appointed
Personal Representative of the estate of
Raymond Thomas Smullen Sr. who died on
January 20, 2025 with a will.
 Further information can be obtained by
reviewing the estate file in the office of the
Register of Wills or by contacting the personal
representative or the attorney.
 All persons having any objection to the
appointment (or to the probate of the
decedent’s will) shall file their objections with
the Register of Wills on or before the 23rd
day of October, 2025.
 Any person having a claim against the
decedent must present their claim to the
undersigned personal representative or file it
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the
undersigned on or before the earlier of the
following dates:
 (1) Six months from the date of the
decedent’s death; or
 (2) Two months after the personal
representative mails or otherwise delivers to
the creditor a copy of this published notice or
other written notice, notifying the creditor
that the claim will be barred unless the
creditor presents the claims within two
months from the mailing or other delivery of
the notice.  A claim not presented or filed on
or before that date, or any extension provided
by law, is unenforceable thereafter.  Claim
forms may be obtained from the Register of
Wills.

             Raymond Smullen Jr.
         Personal Representative

True Test Copy
Register of Wills for

Wicomico County
Karen A. Lemon

PO Box 787
Salisbury, MD 21803-0787

21946 SI 5/6,13,20; CT 5/7,14,21/2025

Notice to Creditors Notice to Creditors

Ava N. Brown, Esquire   
Adams Law Office, LLC

4201 Northview Dr., Ste. 401
Bowie, MD 20716-2605  

SMALL ESTATE
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS

ESTATE NO.: 28097

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE
ESTATE OF CHARLES EDWARD TAYLOR

 Notice is given that Adams Law Office, LLC:
Carolyn A. Truby, Esquire, 4201 Northview
Dr., Ste. 401, Bowie, MD 20716-2605 was on
April 21, 2025 appointed Personal
Representative of the small estate of Charles
Edward Taylor who died on February 26,
2025 without a will. 
 Further information can be obtained by
reviewing the estate file in the office of the
Register of Wills or by contacting the personal
representatives or the attorney.
 All persons having any objection to the
appointment shall file their objections with
the Register of Wills within 30 days after the
date of publication of this Notice. All persons
having an objection to the probate of the will
shall file their objections with the Register of
Wills within six months after the date of
publication of this Notice.
   All persons having claims against the
decedent must serve their claims on the
undersigned personal representative or file
them with the Register of Wills with a copy to
the undersigned on or before the earlier of
the following dates:
   (1)Six months from the date of the
decedent's death; or
 (2) Two months after the personal
representatives mail or otherwise deliver to
the creditor a copy of this published notice or
other written notice, notifying the creditor
that the claim will be barred unless the
creditor presents the claims within two
months from the mailing or other delivery of
the notice. A claim not presented or filed on
or before that date, or any extension provided
by law, is unenforceable thereafter. Claim
forms may be obtained from the Register of
Wills.

       Adams Law Office, LLC
                             Carolyn A. Truby, Esquire

       Personal Representative

True Test Copy
Register of Wills for

Wicomico County
Karen A. Lemon

PO Box 787
Salisbury, MD 21803-0787

22471 SI 5/13; CT 5/14/2025

Jeffrey E. Badger, Esquire   
Webb, Wilber, Douse, Mathers &

Illuminati, LLP
115 Broad St., P.O. BOX 910,
Salisbury, MD 21801-4912  

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS
ESTATE NO.: 28100

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE
ESTATE OF CLIFFORD RAY
  CUNNINGHAM SR.

 Notice is given that Randall Sherlock
Cunningham, 3032 Moore Lane, Kensington,
MD 20895-2203 was on April 22, 2025
appointed Personal Representative of the
estate of Clifford Ray Cunningham, Sr. who
died on March 19, 2025 with a will.
 Further information can be obtained by
reviewing the estate file in the office of the
Register of Wills or by contacting the personal
representatives or the attorney.
 All persons having any objection to the
appointment (or to the probate of the
decedent’s will) shall file their objections with
the Register of Wills on or before the 22nd
day of October, 2025.
 Any person having a claim against the
decedent must present the claim to the
undersigned personal representatives or file it
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the
undersigned on or before the earlier of the
following dates:
 (1) Six months from the date of the
decedent’s death; or
 (2) Two months after the personal
representatives mail or otherwise deliver to
the creditor a copy of this published notice or
other written notice, notifying the creditor
that the claim will be barred unless the
creditor presents the claims within two
months from the mailing or other delivery of
the notice. A claim not presented or filed on
or before that date, or any extension provided
by law, is unenforceable thereafter. Claim
forms may be obtained from the Register of
Wills.

            Randall Sherlock Cunningham
                                Personal Representative

True Test Copy
Register of Wills for

Wicomico County
Karen A. Lemon

PO Box 787
Salisbury, MD 21803-0787

21937 SI 5/6,13,20; CT 5/7,14,21/2025

Notice to Creditors Notice to Creditors
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF HEARING

BEFORE THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF WICOMICO COUNTY, MARYLAND

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, in compliance with Chapter 22 of the Wicomico County Code and the
Local Government Article, Section 10-312, of the Annotated Code of Maryland, that the County
Council of Wicomico County, Maryland will hear public comments on the following proposed
Resolution at their regular meeting in the County Council Chambers, Government Office Building
in Salisbury, Maryland, on:

TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2025
Commencing at 10:00 a.m.

The County Council proposes to enter into a Lease and Operating Agreement with Azure Flight
Support SBY, LLC, (Lessee) in which Azure Flight Support SBY, LLC will lease specific parcels of
land commonly referred to as the GA terminal, the fuel storage facility, the maintenance hangar,
and the ARFF hangar, each located on the southwest portion of the Airport and the
improvements thereon, including the use of the apron and the vehicular parking areas. The
property will be used for a fixed-based operation at the Salisbury-Ocean City: Wicomico Regional
Airport. 

The term of the lease will be for a period of twenty years commencing July 1, 2025 and expiring
on June 30 2045, with the option to renew for an additional 10 years, until June 30, 2055.  The
annual rent for the fuel farm shall be $51,153.59 for years 1-5; $102,307.18 for years 6-10; the
annual rent in years 11+ is to be determined. Ground rent shall be $0.36 per square foot for
aeronautical unimproved land.  Lessee is pay to County 90% of landing fees. Lessee will pay the
County a fuel flowage fee of $0.14 per gallon for all fuel sold for all aircraft. Lessee will pay to
the County a Usage Fee of $0.08 per gallon for all fuel dispensed for all aircraft. Lessee will pay
County parking fees equivalent to 50% of revenues collected for use of the apron area for any
aircraft to park temporarily or overnight. Lessee will pay County 1% of Lessee’s Gross Revenues
attributable to all sales of products and services rendered by Lessee at the Airport. Lessee will
complete the initial tenant improvements in phases, subject to FAA and County approval, as
provided in the agreement. A copy of the Lease and Operating Agreement is available at
https://www.wicomicocounty.org/676/County-Council-Public-Notices.

WICOMICO COUNTY, MARYLAND
BY: Laura Hurley, Council Administrator

21822 SI 4/29,5/6,13 CT 4/30,5/7/14/2025

Public Notice

COUNTY COUNCIL SEEKS
RESIDENTS TO SERVE 

ON COMPENSATION AND
ALLOWANCE COMMISSION

The Wicomico County Council is currently
seeking residents who are registered voters
with diverse backgrounds that are interested
in serving on a Compensation and Allowance
Commission to review the salaries and
benefits paid to the members of the County
Council and County Executive.

Persons who volunteer to be considered for
this important civic responsibility may expect
the commission will conclude its work by the
end of the calendar year by meeting
bi-weekly, or as needed, at the discretion of
the commission. The County Council intends
to appoint commission members in June, and
the commission will begin its work shortly
thereafter.

Applicants are asked to submit a resume with
a brief statement of interest and any other
information equipping them to undertake
such a task to the Wicomico County Council
Administrator at P.O. Box 870, Salisbury, MD
21803 or by email to lhurley@wicomico
county.org.  All submissions must be received
in the Council Office by May 27, 2025.

Persons who are interested in discussing the
Compensation and Allowance Commission are
invited to contact any member of the
Wicomico County Council. Contact inform-
ation for County Council Members is available
on the County’s website, or you may contact
the County Council Office at 410-548-4696 to
receive contact information.
22532 SI 5/13,20 CT 5/14,21/2025

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

BEFORE THE COUNTY COUNCIL
OF WICOMICO COUNTY

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Article VII,
Section 704 (G) of the Charter of Wicomico
County that a public hearing will be held
before the County Council of Wicomico
County in the Council Chambers, Government
Office Building, Salisbury, Maryland, on:

TUESDAY
MAY 20, 2025
AT 10:00 A.M.

For the purpose of receiving public comment
on the following proposed amendments to
the Fiscal Year 2025 Capital Budget: 

General Services – To add a new project to
be titled “Old” Courthouse (OCH) Window
Replacement, in the amount of in the amount
of $800,000 pay-go funding, to fund Phase 2
of the OCH window replacement project.

Airport – To add a project to be titled
“Rehabilitate Runway 32 – 1200 FT, in the
amount of in the amount of $100,000
($95,000 FAA Grant and $5,000 pay-go
funding) for design work.

The Wicomico County Council requests that
all interested persons appear at said time and
place for the purpose of expressing their
views and opinions concerning the matter. 

WICOMICO COUNTY, MARYLAND
BY: Laura Hurley, Council Administrator

22674 SI 5/13 CT 5/14/2025
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This Week’sThis Week’s
Crossword AnswersCrossword Answers

Honor the cherished memory of a 
loved one with a personal tribute. 

Place an announcement online or in print

This message brought to you by this newspaper.

Open a
New Chapter in Learning
Give your child access to mind-growing ideas and information 
with in-depth coverage of world events, national issues, science 
breakthroughs, technology developments, the arts and more in 
your local newspaper.
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Webb, Wilber, Mathers, Illuminati & Lukas, LLP
115 Broad Street, Salisbury, MD 21801

(410) 742-3176

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE OF REAL PROPERTY

734 ACADEMY AVENUE, FEDERALSBURG, MARYLAND 21632

  Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust from Susanne F. Taylor and
Christopher J. McClyment dated November 29, 2016, and recorded in Liber 1235, Folio 85 et.
seq., among the Land Records of Caroline County, MD, default having occurred under the terms
thereof, the Substitute Trustee will sell at public auction at Circuit Court for Caroline County,
Courthouse Door, Denton, MD, on 

Thursday, May 22, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. o’clock

  ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any buildings or improvements thereon
situated in Caroline County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed of Trust, carrying
Tax ID No. 05-001137.
  The Property will be sold in an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions,
agreements, easements, covenants and rights of way of record affecting the same, if any, and
with no warranty of any kind.
  TERMS OF SALE. A bidder’s deposit of 10% of the sale price will be required at the time of sale
in the form of cash, certified check, or other form as the Substitute Trustee determines
acceptable.  No deposit shall be required of the noteholder where the noteholder bids in the
property at auction. Balance of the purchase price to be paid within ten days of final ratification
of sale by the Circuit Court for Caroline County, time being of the essence for the purchaser. In
the event that settlement does not occur within the said ten days, the purchaser shall be in
default. Upon such default the Trustee may file a Motion and Order to Resell the property at the
risk and expense of the defaulting purchaser, and purchaser(s) hereby consent to entry of such
resale order without further notice, in which case the deposit shall be forfeited and all expenses
of this sale (including attorney’s fees and the full commission on the gross sale price of this sale)
shall be charged against and paid out of the forfeited deposit. The Trustee may then readvertise
and resell the property at the risk and cost of the defaulting purchaser; or, without reselling the
property, the Trustees may avail themselves of any legal or equitable remedies against the
defaulting purchaser. In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser shall not be entitled to
receive the surplus, if any, even if such surplus results from improvements to the property by
said defaulting purchaser.  Interest to be paid on the purchase money less the stated deposit
called for herein, at the rate pursuant to the Deed of Trust Note from the date of auction to the
date funds are received in the office of the Substitute Trustee. There shall be no abatement of
interest due from the purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before settlement or if
settlement is delayed for any reason, including but not limited to exceptions to sale, bankruptcy
filings by interested parties, Court administration of the foreclosure or unknown title defects.  All
taxes, ground rent, water rent, condominium fees and/or homeowner association dues, all public
charges/assessments payable on an annual basis, including sanitary and/or metropolitan district
charges, if applicable, are to be adjusted to the date of auction and thereafter are to be assumed
by the purchaser. Cost of all documentary stamps, transfer taxes, agricultural transfer tax, if any
and settlement expenses shall be borne by the purchaser. Purchaser shall be responsible for
obtaining physical possession of the property. Purchaser assumes the risk of damage to the
property from the date of auction forward. If the Substitute Trustee does not convey title for any
reason, including but not limited to the Secured Party executing a forbearance agreement with
the borrower(s) to execute their right to reinstate or payoff the subject loan, prior to sale, with
or without the Substitute Trustee’s prior knowledge, or if the sale is not ratified for any reason
including errors made by the Substitute Trustee, the foreclosure sale shall be null and void and of
no effect, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy in law or in equity shall be the return of the deposit
without interest. Further terms and particulars may be announced at time of sale, and purchaser
may be required to execute a Memorandum of Sale at the time of auction.
(File no. 37670-28)
  Erica Witz, Substitute Trustee
     A. Curtis Andrew
     25631 Auction Road
     Federalsburg, Maryland  21632
     (410) 754-8826
21888 SI 5/6,13/2025

Public Notice

ROBINS & ROBINS, P.A.
128 East Main Street

Salisbury, Maryland 2l801

TRUSTEES’ SALE 

726 Main Street, Sharptown, MD 21861

Pursuant to power of sale contained in a Mortgage filed for foreclosure in Case No.
C-22-CV-25-000086 in the Circuit Court for Wicomico County, Maryland, the undersigned
Substitute Trustees will offer the following described property for sale to the highest bidder at
public auction to be held at the front steps of the Wicomico County Circuit Courthouse, North
Division Street Entrance, 101 North Division Street, Salisbury, Maryland, on

TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2025, at the HOUR OF 10:00 A.M.

ALL that lot, tract or parcel of land situate, lying and being in the Town of Sharptown, in
Sharptown Election District of Wicomico County and State of Maryland, located on the
Southwesterly side of and binding upon Main Street, having a frontage thereon of 100.56 feet and
being more particularly shown and designated as Lot 3 on a plat entitled “Minor Subdivision for
the Lands of Teresa D. Twilley”, made by F. Douglas Jones Surveying Associates, dated November
16, 2006, and recorded among the Land Records of Wicomico County, Maryland, in Plat Cabinet
M.S.B. No. 15, Folio 235, containing .435 acres, more or less.  [Tax Account #10-008158, Tax
Map #0400, Parcel #0216]

IMPROVEMENTS: The property is improved by a residential dwelling known as 726 Main Street,
Sharptown, MD 21861.

TERMS OF SALE: The property will be sold to the highest bidder at public auction. The
purchaser will be required to tender on account of the bid price at the time and place of sale cash,
certified funds, or check acceptable to the undersigned, in the amount of Ten Thousand Dollars
($10,000.00).  If the party secured by the Mortgage is the successful bidder, no deposit will be
required, and the cash deposit or price shall be credited against the obligation.  The deferred
portion of the bid price shall be evidenced by the Promissory Note of the Buyer, bearing no
interest provided settlement is made and the full price tendered on or before fifteen days after the
date of ratification of the sale by the Circuit Court for Wicomico County, Maryland; otherwise the
deferred portion of the bid price shall bear interest from the date of sale at the rate of six percent
(6%) per annum.  Neither the Assignees nor the auctioneer make any representation or warranty
concerning the property, the same being sold “as is”; and, if for any reason the Assignees are
unable to deliver good and marketable title to the real estate, subject only to easements, rights of
way and use restrictions of record, the sole and exclusive remedy of the Buyer shall be a refund of
the deposit money.  Neither the Substitute Trustees, auctioneer or note holder are aware of any
violation of any federal, state or municipal environmental law or regulation; however, in the event
any such violations exist, they are not responsible for same.  All settlement costs, including, but
not limited to, document preparation, recordation and transfer taxes, including agricultural
transfer tax, if any, recording costs, and title examination, if any, shall be the obligation of the
Buyer.  State, County, and municipal property taxes and assessments, shall be adjusted as of the
date of sale.   Buyer shall be entitled to possession upon final settlement and payment of the
purchase price in full, which shall occur not later than fifteen days after final ratification of the
sale by the Circuit Court for Wicomico County, Maryland, time being of the essence.   

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, please contact the undersigned Substitute Trustees or Auctioneer. 

                                                                                       John B. Robins, IV
                                                                                       Christopher S. Robins
                                                                                       Substitute Trustees
                                                                                       410-749-3791

  Pete Richardson Auction Sales, Inc.                                                                                
           410-546-2425
21394 SI 4/29; 5/6,13; CT 4/30; 5/7,14/2025
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D E L M A R V A’ S  P R E M I E R  L O C AT I O N  F O R  W I N E ,  B E E R  &  S P I R I T S
HOURS: MON-THURS 9AM-11PM • FRI & SAT 9AM-MIDNIGHT • SUN 10AM-8PM

10975 E. State St. • Delmar, DE 19940
302-846-9417

38627 Benro Dr., Unit #7 • Delmar, DE 19940
302-846-0410

2 GREAT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER!

Prices subject to change at any time. Pictures may vary slightly from actual sale product

15% OFF
WINE

Coupon Only: Excludes sale items. Minimum purchase of 6 
wine bottles required for discount. Valid on 1.5L & 750ML 
size only. Must Present Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 
Cannot be combined with sale items or other special. 

Expires 6/15/25

APOTHIC
RED

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

LAMARCA

$16.99
750ml

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

KAHLUA

$41.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

BACARDI
SUPERIOR 
OR GOLD

$22.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

SEAGRAMS
7

$20.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

DEWAR’S WHITE 
LABEL

$37.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

CAVIT
PINOT GRIGIO

$13.99
1.5L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

BOMBAY  
SAPPHIRE

$39.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

NEW 
AMSTERDAM

VODKA
$20.99

1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

SEAGRAMS
GIN

$20.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

TITOS VODKA

$32.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

ABSOLUT
VODKA

$29.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

GREY GOOSE 
VODKA

$28.99
750ml

$46.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

KETEL ONE
VODKA

$35.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

SMIRNOFF
VODKA

$19.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

SVEDKA
VODKA

$19.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

MAKERS MARK
$27.99

750ml

$49.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

JAMESON IRISH 
WHISKEY

$52.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

JOHNNIE 
WALKER BLACK

$65.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

JOHNNIE 
WALKER RED

$36.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

HENNESSY
$36.99

750ml
$54.99

1L
$79.99

1.75L
Must Present 

Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 
Expires 6/15/25

CROWN 
ROYAL

$54.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

JOSE
GOLD/SILVER

$35.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

JACK
DANIELS

$46.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

LUKSUSOWA

$22.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

REMY 1738

$52.99
750ml

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

REMY VSOP

$43.99
750ml

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

D’USSE
COGNAC VSOP

$43.99
          750ml

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

DON JULIO
1942

$260.00
             1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

JAGERMEISTER

$38.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

SAILOR JERRY 
RUM

$24.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

FIREBALL
$13.99

750ml

$23.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

SEAGRAMS VO

$23.99
1.75L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

HEINEKEN
24 Loose Btl

$27.99
24 Loose Cans

$26.99

$1 OFF
Any 

30 Packs 
of Beer

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

$1 OFF
BOX & JUG
WINES 

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

3L, 4L, 5L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

YUENGLING
24 Loose Cans
$21.99

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

WHITE CLAW
VARIETY

24-pack Cans
$29.99

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

MICHELOB ULTRA
24-pack Bottles
$26.99

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon.  

Expires 6/15/25

CORONA
24 Loose Btl

$32.99
24 Loose Cans

$29.99

$10.99
750ml

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

BAREFOOT

$11.99
1.5L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

MEIOMI
PINOT NOIR

$18.99
750ml

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

WOODBRIDGE

$10.99
1.5L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

SUTTER
HOME

$9.99
1.5L

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

KENDALL JACKSON
CHARDONNAY

$13.99
750ml

Must Present 
Salisbury Independent  Coupon. 

Expires 6/15/25

YELLOW TAIL

$10.99
1.5L
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