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Thank you for Thank you for 
choosing us as choosing us as 
your Favoriteyour Favorite
Hometown Jeweler.Hometown Jeweler.

HOURS:
Open WED - SAT 10am - 5pm 

 Closed SUN-TUES

525 Poplar Street 
Cambridge MD 21613

410.228.0321 • thomassfinejewelry.com

Your Favorite Local Shop
Fresh Local beef. In House Butcher! 
Products from Nice Farms Creamery 
Gourmet Cheeses and Deli Meats 
Local Coffees and Old Fashion Sodas 
Garden and Gift Décor, Metal, Woods 
   & Pottery Pieces GREENHOUSE 

Live Flowers & Shrubs
More Arriving Daily

Simmons
Center Market

Family Owned & Operated Since 1937
600 Race Street Cambridge, MD / 410-228-4313

Monday - Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-3  

Winner:  
Local Food Market, 

Garden Center,
Best Company under

 20 employees 2022, 2023, 20242022, 2023, 2024

SCHEDULE YOUR
Eye Exam

TODAY

One stop destination for
everything eye health

443.225.5377 | hello@siripremierec.com
siripremierec.com

OFFERING:
State of the art - Dry eye center
Routine eye exams
Unique eye wear
Advanced technology lenses
Specialty contact lenses
Medical eye exams for:
infections, foreign body removal,
diabetes, macular degeneration & moreSee Good • Look Good • Feel Good

BEST EYE DOCTORBEST EYE DOCTOR

2022, 2023, 20242022, 2023, 2024
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Designed by Jamie Bobbitt

For advertising information contact us at
adsupport@iniusa.org.   

Carrie Samis, Special Projects Editor

BayToBayNews.com

WELCOME TO
STARS OF THE BANNER 2025!

This spring, the Dorchester Ban-
ner invited the community to vote in 
the ultimate readers’ poll: Stars of the 
Banner. This is a chance to honor the 
people who not only promote excel-
lence in business, education and non-
profits — but who make Dorchester 
County such a unique and wonderful 
place to call home. The pages of this 
publication are filled with the nom-
inees who make Dorchester shine. 
Now, the entire community is invit-
ed to come celebrate with the Stars 
who make it shine. On Thursday, 
May 22, the Banner will host an 
in-person event at the Gerry Boyle 
Park at Great Marsh, on Somerset 
Avenue in Cambridge, MD, where 
we will honor the Stars of the Ban-
ner and your Hometown Heroes. 
The public event, which is free, will 
run from 4:30 to 8 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 
The celebration will include live mu-

sic by Endless Embers, food, on-stage 
presentations of the Hometown He-
roes awards, “Winners Circle” where 
Stars winners can have their photo 
taken, exhibits from some of the Stars 
and finalists, door prizes and more! 
Food will be available for purchase 
from Scottish Highland Creamery, 
That Kitchen, Mrs. Martins Cookies 
and K&S Lemonade. Door prizes of-
fered by the Dorchester Banner.

HONORING OUR
HOMETOWN HEROES

 
One aspect of the Stars of the Banner 
that makes the contest especially dis-
tinctive is that it incorporates the Ban-
ner’s annual tribute to our “Home-
town Heroes.” For many years now, 
readers have nominated local folks 
who “fly beneath the radar,” but whose 
quiet efforts and commitment to help-
ing others make this community such 

a great place to live, work and play. 
There are so many people trying 
to make a difference who rare-
ly receive the attention they de-
serve. “Hometown Heroes” is our 
salute to your friends and neigh-
bors who never go looking for 
attention, but truly deserve it. 
We invite you to read about these in-
dividuals, and please join the Stars of 
the Banner Celebration on May 22. 
Learn more at DelmarvaEvents.net. 
We hope to see you there!

We appreciate the support of our 
sponsors: Chesapeake Utilities Corp. 
and Hometown Heroes Sponsor, 
Choptank Electric Cooperative. We 
couldn’t put on the party without 
them!

Don’t miss the fun!  Bring your 
blanket or lawn chair and enjoy an 
evening of community fun!

Tonda Parks, Associate Publisher

BayToBayNews.comBayToBayNews.comatat
Part of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USAPart of Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA

DORCHESTER 
BANNER

Vendors at the event will include:
Affordable Builders 

Autumn Lake Healthcare At Chesapeake Woods 
Benson and Mangold 

Chesapeake Utilities Corporation 
Choptank Electric Cooperative 

Easton Dermatology Associates 
Hyatt Chesapeake  

Leslie's Bookkeeping Services 
Mallard Bay Nursing and Rehabilitation 

Megan Holotik State Farm Insurance Agency 
Scottish Highland Creamery 
Shattered Glass and Mirror 

Simmons Center Market 
Siri Premier Eyecare 

The Meadows Of Cambridge Apartments 
Thomas's Fine Jewelry  

Vintage Venue 
Woolford Store

Stars of the Banner is an advertising publication of
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700 Locust Street, Cambridge, MD • 410-228-4727 •  thomasfuneralhomepa.com

Earning Your Trust
 Since 1936

T HOMAS FUNERAL HOME, P.A.

of
the

2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025

of
the

YOUR CHOICEYOUR CHOICE

89

Easton DErmatology associatEsEaston DErmatology associatEs
403 Marvel Court, Easton MD 21610

410.819.8867
Other Locations: Stevensville and Salisbury, MD

The first-rate team of dermatologists and physician assistants at 
Easton Dermatology Associates have provided exceptional skin 
care for patients of all ages who live on the Delmarva Peninsula.

State-of-the-Art Medical And State-of-the-Art Medical And 
Cosmetic Dermatology PracticeCosmetic Dermatology Practice

eastondermatology.com

Dr. Michael Del Torto and 
Dr. Donald Stranahan Jr.

2021-20242021-2024

accEpting accEpting 
nEw nEw 

patiEnts patiEnts 

BEST APARTMENTBEST APARTMENT
COMPLEXCOMPLEX

 Call 410-228-3819 to schedule a tour today!
 www.meadowsofcambridgemd.com

Leasing Office: 5200 Astor Circle, Unit 101 Cambridge MD 21613 

 Maintenance free living 
Dog Friendly

Outdoor Pool w/lifeguards
Community Room

Workout Facility
Playground

On-site Professional Staff 

Luxurious Modern 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments
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HOOPERS ISLAND 
GENERAL STORE
2806 Hoopers Island Road, Church Creek • (410) 397-3123
Facebook @ Hoopers Island General Store

FINALISTS
RAR BREWING

JOHNNY’S TAVERN

BURGERBURGER

LIL’ BITTA BULL BBQ
Multiple locations
lilbittabull.com

FINALISTS
CATERING BY JAMIE

MINTY’S PLACE

BBQBBQ

THAITALIAN INFUSION 
CUISINE
530 Poplar St., Cambridge • (443) 225-6615
thaitalianinfusioncuisine.net

FINALIST
PEKING HOUSE
BOMBAY SOCIAL

ASIAN / SUSHIASIAN / SUSHI

BAY COUNTRY BAKERY
2951 Ocean Gateway (Route 50), Cambridge 
(410) 228-9111 • baycountrybakery.com

FINALISTS
JB CRUNCH 

THE MARKET AT CHURCH CREEK

BAKERY/DESSERTSBAKERY/DESSERTS

BLACK WATER BAKERY
429 Race St., Cambridge • (443) 225-59489
black-water-bakery.com

FINALISTS
CARMELA’S CUCINA 

AVA’S PIZZERIA & WINE BAR

BUSINESS LUNCHBUSINESS LUNCH

CATERING BY SHANNIE, LLC
Dorchester County
Facebook @ Catering By Shannie, LLC

FINALISTS
CARMELA’S CUCINA

SUICIDE BRIDGE RESTAURANT

CATERERCATERER

WOOLFORD STORE
1614 Taylors Island Rd., Woolford
(410) 228-3020 • woolfordstore.com

FINALISTS
CARMELA’S CUCINA

MOM N POPS

CHEESESTEAKCHEESESTEAK

RISE UP COFFEE
Multiple Locations
riseupcoffee.com

FINALISTS
BY FAITH COFFEE CO.

BLACK WATER BAKERY

COFFEECOFFEE

FO
O

D
 A

N
D

 D
RI

N
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BUSINESS LUNCHBUSINESS LUNCH

CATERERCATERER

CHEESESTEAKCHEESESTEAK

COFFEECOFFEE

One Call Does it All!
AFFORDABLEAFFORDABLE

B U I L D E R SB U I L D E R S

410-463-0973 • 410-221-1144410-463-0973 • 410-221-1144
MHBR 6699 • MHIC 89689

Call us today!

• Roofing 
• Siding  
• Painting 
• Decking  
• Doors 
• Windows  

FavoriteFavorite
 Home Builder Home Builder

Home RepairHome Repair
and and 

• Customizing 
  Countertops
• Additions 
• Drywall Cabinets 
• Custom Homes 
• Remodeling

2021, 2022, 2021, 2022, 
2023, 20242023, 2024

Voted Best Cheesesteak 
& Deli/Sandwich Shop

Country Deli,
Grocery & 
Convenience 
Store

1614 Taylors Island Rd
Woolford, MD 21677
410.228.3020
woolfordstore.com

Your Sika and 
Snakehead Fishing 
Headquarters

Your Best Friend.
Our Best Care.

8 Cambridge Ave, East New Market//410.943.8387
Hours: Monday & Wednesday 8-5, Tuesday & Thursday 8-6, Friday 8-4

Saturday & Sunday Closed

Your Hometown Vet, 
Dr. Donna Flaggs

Full Service Veterinarian Serving North Dorchester 
and the surrounding area since 2004. Medical, 
Surgical and Dental Care 
Now Offering Boarding & Grooming

Favorite
Veterinarian

35StarS of the Banner 2024 

Best Real Estate 
Company

Your Best Friend.
Our Best Care.

Favorite 
Veterinarian 

Full Service Veterinarian Serving North 
Dorchester and the surrounding area since 2004.
Medical, Surgical and Dental Care
Now Offering Boarding & Grooming

8 Cambridge Ave, East New Market // 410.943.8387 
Hours: Monday & Wednesday 8-5, Tuesday & Thursday 8-6,  Friday 8-4, 

Saturday & Sunday Closed
cabincreek21631@gmail.com // cabincreekanimalhospital.com

Your Hometown Vet, 
Dr. Donna Flaggs

Favorite 
Veterinarian 

Pet Boarding 
Grooming 

Best 
Community 
Outreach

EXPERT HAIR DESIGNERS 
AT YOUR SERVICE

CUSTOM HAIRCUTS, COLOR AND SPA PACKAGES

716 Cambridge Plaza, 
Cambridge, MD 21613

410-901-9800
www.europasalonandspas.com

The Europa team would like to 
thank everyone who voted for 
us and made us a star again 
in 2024. We appreciate you all 
and are truly honored!

Favorite 
Hair Salon

BIRTHDAY PARTYBIRTHDAY PARTY

MUSEUMMUSEUM

RADIO STATIONRADIO STATION

StarS of the Banner 2024  50

You can count on 
Prompt and Effi cient Glass Repairs

Our skilled technicians have the required expertise and experience to 
handle all your glass needs. Call us to discuss our services today.

Completely Mobile | Locally Owned Business

Serving the Eastern Shore of Maryland, 
Sussex County and neighboring areas in Delaware

Auto Glass Repair

Windshield Replacement
Windshield Repair
Mirrors & Shelving
Custom Cut Classic Car Glass
Heavy Equipment Replacement
Installation of Window Regulators
Commercial/Storefront Glass

 Shower Door Installation
 Rear Window Replacement
 Side Window Replacement
 Sunroof Repairs
 Custom Cut Marine Glass
 Patio Doors & 

Residential Windows

www.shatteredglassmd.org

3121 Ocean Gateway
Cambridge, MD 21613

410-221-8676

216 Log Canoe Cir., Suite E
Stevensville, MD 21666

410-643-8551

We Are Now a Certifi ed ADAS Calibration Shop. We Offer In-Shop Services, too!

2023, 2022 & 2021

HyattRegencyChesapeakebay.com

HOURS  
MON-WED 6am-2pm 
THU - SAT 6am-8pm

SUN 7am-1pm

Thank You 
for Choosing Us 
as Your Favorite 

COUNTRY 
COOKING & 

FINALIST FAMILY 
RESTAURANT

103 South Main Street • Hurlock, MD 21643
410-943-0222 

Voted
“Best Cheesesteak”

Country Deli,
Grocery & 
Convenience 
Store

1614 Taylors Island Rd
Woolford, MD 21677
410.228.3020
woolfordstore.com

Your Sika and 
Snakehead Fishing 
Headquarters

2021-20252021-2025
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OLD SALTY’S RESTAURANT
2560 Hoopers Island Rd., Fishing Creek
(410) 397-3752 • oldsaltys.com

FINALISTS
BOATS AND HOSE

SUICIDE BRIDGE RESTAURANT

CRAB CAKECRAB CAKE

CHOPTANK RIVER CRAB & OYSTERS
203 Trenton St., Cambridge
(410) 228-2722 • choptankriverseafood.com

FINALISTS
LINDY’S SEAFOOD, INC
T.L. MORRIS SEAFOOD

CRABSCRABS

SUICIDE BRIDGE RESTAURANT
6304 Suicide Bridge Rd., Hurlock 
(410) 943-4689 • suicide-bridge-restaurant.com

FINALISTS
CARMELA’S CUCINA

THE DIVE CLUB

DATE NIGHTDATE NIGHT

WOOLFORD STORE
1614 Taylor’s Island Rd., Woolford • (410) 228-3020
woolfordstore.com

FINALISTS
HOOPERS ISLAND GENERAL STORE

JERSEY MIKE’S SUBS

DELI/SANDWICHESDELI/SANDWICHES

CAROL’S KITCHEN
5263 Bucktown Rd., Cambridge • (443) 225-5889
Facebook @ Carol’s Kitchen
 

FINALISTS
CINDY’S KITCHEN

MOM N POPS

COUNTRYCOUNTRY

MOM N POPS
103 S. Main St., Hurlock • (410) 943-0222
Facebook @ Mom n Pops

FINALISTS
CARMELA’S CUCINA

OLD SALTY’S RESTAURANT

FAMILY RESTAURANTFAMILY RESTAURANT

SUICIDE BRIDGE RESTAURANT
6304 Suicide Bridge Road, Hurlock
(410) 943-4689  •suicide-bridge-restaurant.com

FINALISTS
CARMELA’S CUCINA

MOMMA MARIA’S

FINE DININGFINE DINING

HOMETOWN PRIDE
MARKET & DELI
104 Main St., East New Market • (410) 943-1904
facebook.com/hometownpridemarektanddeli

FINALISTS
KOOL’S CARRY-OUT

MOM N POPS

FRIED CHICKENFRIED CHICKEN

FO
O

D
 A

N
D

 D
RI

N
K
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COUNTRYCOUNTRY

FAMILY RESTAURANTFAMILY RESTAURANT

FINE DININGFINE DINING

FRIED CHICKENFRIED CHICKEN

CHOPTANKFIBER.COM • 1-877-892-0001 • CHOPTANKELECTRIC.COOP

We are Proud to Sponsor the Dorchester County Hometown Heroes! 
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FO
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SCOTTISH HIGHLAND  
CREAMERY
Multiple locations
scottishhighlandcreamery.com

FINALIST
STORM AND DAUGHTERS ICE CREAM

HARRIET’S HOMEMADE ICE CREAM & CAKES

FROZEN TREATSFROZEN TREATS

CARMELA'S CUCINA
400 Academy St., Cambridge • (410) 221-8082
facebook.com/carmelascucina

FINALISTS
THAITALIAN INFUSION CUISINE

RUSTICANA PIZZA

ITALIANITALIAN

DON CHUY RESTAURANT
411 Academy Street, Cambridge
(410) 228-2969 • donchuymex.com

FINALISTS
TAQUERIA FLORITAS

EL CABRITO MEXICAN GRILL

MEXICANMEXICAN

PORTSIDE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT
201 Trenton St., Cambridge
(410) 228-9007 • portsidemaryland.com

FINALISTS
SUICIDE BRIDGE RESTAURANT

OLD SALTY’S RESTAURANT

LA PIEDAD TAQUERIA
620 Sunburst Hwy., Cambridge
(443) 972-8050 • Facebook @ La Piedad Taqueria

OUTDOOR DININGOUTDOOR DINING

NEW RESTAURANTNEW RESTAURANT

CARMELA'S CUCINA
400 Academy St., Cambridge • (410) 221-8082
facebook.com/carmelascucina

FINALISTS
RUSTICANA PIZZA

THAITALIAN INFUSION CUISINE

PIZZAPIZZA

OLD SALTY’S RESTAURANT
2650 Hoopers Island Rd., Fishing Creek
(410) 397-3752 • oldsaltys.com

FINALISTS
BOATS AND HOSE

SUICIDE BRIDGE RESTAURANT

SEAFOODSEAFOOD
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OUTDOOR DININGOUTDOOR DINING

PIZZAPIZZA

SEAFOODSEAFOOD

StarS of the Banner 2024  14

600 Race Street Cambridge, MD / 410-228-4313
Monday - Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-3  

Simmons

Center Market
Family Owned & Operated Since 1937

Fresh Local pork, beef, chicken. In House Butcher!

Products from Nice Farms Creamery

Gourmet Cheeses and Deli Meats

Local Coffees and Old Fashion Sodas

Garden and Gift Décor, Metal, Woods 
  & Pottery Pieces

Your Favorite Local Shop

GREENHOUSE 
Live Flowers & Shrubs

More Arriving DailyWinner: 
Local Food Market, 

Garden Center

Finalist: Favorite Deli/
Sandwich Shop

Your Favorite Local Shop

Finalist: Favorite Deli/

 410-228-4313

Bay Country 
Bakery & Café

2951 Ocean Gateway Cambridge, Md 21613

410-228-9111 • baycountrybakery.com 
Open 6am - 1pm • Closed Sunday

BREAKFAST & LUNCH

Thank You for 
choosing us 

as your 
Favorite Bakery.

Open 6am - 1pm • Closed Sunday
WINNER

2022 & 2023

Best Assisted 
Nursing Facility

300 Academy St, Suite 1, Cambridge, MD 21613

The Mid-Shore’s #1 Real Estate Firm

Serving Generations of Eastern Shore Clients

BENSON  &  MANGOLD

REAL ESTATE

bensonandmangold.com 410-228-0800 
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RAR BREWING
504 Poplar St., Cambridge
(443) 225-5664 • rarbrewing.com

FINALISTS
KOOL’S CARRY-OUT
LIL’ BITTA BULL BBQ

WINGSWINGS

JOHNNY’S TAVERN
39 Main St., East New Market • (410) 943-3624
johnnystavernmd.com

FINALISTS
THE DIVE CLUB

OLD SALTY’S RESTAURANT

BARBAR

RAR BREWING
504 Poplar St., Cambridge
(443) 225-5664 • rarbrewing.com

FINALISTS
VINTAGE 414

BLUE RUIN

CRAFT BEERCRAFT BEER

CAMBRIDGE WINE & SPIRITS
109 Cedar St., Cambridge
(410) 228-6544

FINALISTS
BEST WINE & SPIRITS
CAMBRIDGE MARKET

LIQUOR STORELIQUOR STORE

LAYTON’S CHANCE
VINEYARD & WINERY
4225 New Bridge Rd., Vienna • (410) 228-1205
laytonschance.com 

FINALIST
VINTAGE 414

LOCAL WINELOCAL WINE

JOHNNY’S TAVERN
39 Main St., East New Market
(410) 943-3624 • johnnystavernmd.com

FINALISTS
RAR BREWING

PORTSIDE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT

SPORTS BARSPORTS BAR

FO
O

D
 A

N
D

 D
RI

N
K

CAROL’S KITCHEN
5263 Bucktown Rd., Cambridge
(443) 225-5889 • Facebook @ Carol’s Kitchen

FINALISTS
BOATS AND HOSE

SUICIDE BRIDGE RESTAURANT

STEAKSTEAK
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LIQUOR STORELIQUOR STORE

LOCAL WINELOCAL WINE

SPORTS BARSPORTS BAR

Newsweeks America’s 
Best Nursing Homes 2024

Located on the beautiful  
Eastern Shore of Maryland in Cambridge. 
Mallard Bay is a premier skilled  

nursing + rehab center.
At Mallard Bay Nursing and Rehab our mission is 
to provide our clients with comprehensive health 
services of the hightest quality in an atmosphere 
of dignity and respect. Our care is individualized 
to meet our clients varying needs and designed 
to exceed their expectations. If you or a loved 

one are in need of short or long-term care, please 
call or come by for a tour today!

WE PARTICIPATE WITH MOST INSURANCES.

Best AssistedBest Assisted
Living FacilityLiving Facility

520 Glenburn Avenue, Cambridge MD 21613

410.228.9191    www.mallardbayrehab.com

StarS of the Banner 2024  42

SCHEDULE YOUR 

Eye Exam 
TODAY

One stop destination for 
everything eye health 

OFFERING:
State of the art - Dry eye center
Routine eye exams
Unique eye wear 
Advanced technology lenses
Specialty contact lenses
Medical eye exams for: 
infections, foreign body removal, 
diabetes, macular degeneration & moreSee Good • Look Good • Feel Good

443.225.5377 | hello@siripremierec.com
siripremierec.com

BEST EYE DOCTOR

Come enjoy our outside tiki 
bar with spectacular sunsets 
& live music every weekend.

2560 Hoopers Island Rd, 
Fishing Creek, MD 21634

(410) 397-3752 • oldsaltys.com
WED & THU 12PM–8PM • FRI & SAT 12PM–9PM • SUN 11AM - 6PM

(410) 397-3752 • oldsaltys.com
Family Owned & Operated

Thank You For 
Choosing Us As A Star!

Best Place to Watch a Sunset, Best Caterer, Best Crab Cake
 and Best Family Restaurant. 

Finalist - Outdoor Dining, Seafood Restaurant and Favorite Bar

AWARD WINNING 
Crab Cakes And Local 

Seafood Served.

Extended Summer Hours Start June 1st

3020 Ocean Gateway | Cambridge, MD 21613

offi  ce 443-972-8021

Best Real Estate 
Company

Servicing Maryland & Delaware with all your Real Estate needs
website: marylmabry.kw.com

210 Trenton Street, Cambridge MD 21613
410.228.9007 

Hours: Monday 11am – 9pm // Tuesday – Closed
Wednesday – Saturday 11am – 9pm // Sunday 11am – 8pm

PortsideMaryland.com

Relaxing Pleasurable Dining Experience
 Overlooking Cambridge Creek

Reserve Our Lower Deck for Your Private Party
Become a VIP – Receive Updates on Exclusive Events, Secret 

Menus, Special Offers, Loyalty Rewards and More

WEDNESDAY PRIME RIB  
from 3 to 6 Only $19.99 

Thursday’s 
Shrimp Day  

½ Pound Shrimp 
Only $6.00 

 Overlooking Cambridge Creek

Reserve Our Lower Deck for Your Private Party

WEDNESDAY PRIME RIB

Favorite Sports Bar 
and Best Wings

Winner: Favorite Place to Watch a Sunset, Crabcake, Winner: Favorite Place to Watch a Sunset, Crabcake, 
             Seafood Restaurant, Event Venue             Seafood Restaurant, Event Venue
Finalist: Bar, Outdoor Dining, Family RestaurantFinalist: Bar, Outdoor Dining, Family Restaurant

Thank You ForThank You For

Choosing Us As A Star!
Choosing Us As A Star!

WED & THU 12PM-8PM • FRI & SAT 12PM-9PM
SUN 11AM-6PM

StarS of the Banner 2024  20

Classic 
Thaitalian 
Food Enjoy hearty helpings of your favorite pizza, 

pasta, Thai dishes and Infusion Specialties.

THAITALIAN INFUSION CUISINE 
530 Poplar Street, Cambridge MD 21613
443.225.6615 // ppi71310@aol.com // thaitalianinfusioncuisne.net

Reservations Welcomed

Come In or checkout our daily lunch and 
weekly dinner specials along with wonderful 
Infusion Specialties on our website. 
Serving Homemade Deserts // Beer, Wine and Liquor.

Just imagine..Real Thai food, prepared by a Thai chef
Real Italian food, prepared by an Italian chef

2022 & 2021

Best Asian Food
Finalist: Favorite Italian 

Restaurant and Best Pizza

Best Interior Decorator 
and Floor Covering

Thaitalian 
Infusion 
Cusine Enjoy hearty helpings of your favorite pizza, 

pasta, Thai dishes and Infusion Specialties.

Come In or checkout our daily lunch and  
weekly dinner specials along with wonderful Infusion 
Specialties on our website.  
Serving Homemade Deserts // Beer, Wine and Liquor.

Just imagine..Real Thai food, prepared by a Thai chef Real 
Italian food, prepared by an Italian chef

THAITALIAN INFUSION CUISINE 
530 Poplar Street, Cambridge MD 21613
443.225.6615   
ppi71310@aol.com 
thaitalianinfusioncuisne.net
Reservations Welcomed

Winner – Asian Food
Finalist – Italian Restaurant  

& Pizza

StarS of the Banner 2024  20

Classic 
Thaitalian 
Food Enjoy hearty helpings of your favorite pizza, 

pasta, Thai dishes and Infusion Specialties.

THAITALIAN INFUSION CUISINE 
530 Poplar Street, Cambridge MD 21613
443.225.6615 // ppi71310@aol.com // thaitalianinfusioncuisne.net

Reservations Welcomed

Come In or checkout our daily lunch and 
weekly dinner specials along with wonderful 
Infusion Specialties on our website. 
Serving Homemade Deserts // Beer, Wine and Liquor.

Just imagine..Real Thai food, prepared by a Thai chef
Real Italian food, prepared by an Italian chef

2022 & 2021

Best Asian Food
Finalist: Favorite Italian 

Restaurant and Best Pizza

Best Interior Decorator 
and Floor Covering

StarS of the Banner 2024  20

Classic 
Thaitalian 
Food Enjoy hearty helpings of your favorite pizza, 

pasta, Thai dishes and Infusion Specialties.

THAITALIAN INFUSION CUISINE 
530 Poplar Street, Cambridge MD 21613
443.225.6615 // ppi71310@aol.com // thaitalianinfusioncuisne.net

Reservations Welcomed

Come In or checkout our daily lunch and 
weekly dinner specials along with wonderful 
Infusion Specialties on our website. 
Serving Homemade Deserts // Beer, Wine and Liquor.

Just imagine..Real Thai food, prepared by a Thai chef
Real Italian food, prepared by an Italian chef

2022 & 2021

Best Asian Food
Finalist: Favorite Italian 

Restaurant and Best Pizza

Best Interior Decorator 
and Floor Covering

Did you know?...
We make nearly everything ourselves—right in-house!
Dough, Sauces & Dressings, Meatballs & Sausage, 
Desserts and much more!

2023, 2024, 20252023, 2024, 2025
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BAY COUNTRY ANTIQUES
415 Dorchester Ave., Cambridge
(410) 228-5296 • baycountryantiques.com

FINALISTS
DARK HORSE ANTIQUES

ANTIQUE ALLEY OF CAMBRIDGE

SUNNYSIDE SHOP
500 Poplar Street, Cambridge • (410) 901-9009
sunnysideshop.com

FINALISTS
BAY COUNTRY SHOP

VINTAGE VENUE

VINTAGE VENUE
415 Race St., Cambridge
(302) 212-7468 • Facebook @ Vintage Venue

FINALISTS
JNK CONSIGNMENTS

LITTLE RASCALS CONSIGNMENT SHOP

BEST BUY SUPPLY, INC.
3001 Ocean Gateway • (410) 228-3800
bestbuysupplyinc.com

FINALISTS
MID-SHORE MARBLE & GRANITE INC

BROOKS CARPET & VINYL

ANTIQUE STOREANTIQUE STORE

BOUTIQUEBOUTIQUE

CONSIGNMENTCONSIGNMENT

FLOOR COVERINGFLOOR COVERING

FLORALS UNIQUE
321 Crusader Rd., Cambridge
(410) 221-2884 • cambridgefloralsunique.net

FINALISTS
FLOWERS N THINGS
MONTERAY FARMS

BAY COUNTRY ANTIQUES
415 Dorchester Ave., Cambridge • (410) 228-5296
baycountryantiques.com

FINALISTS
VINTAGE VENUE

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY CHOPTANK RESTORE

SIMMONS CENTER
MARKET
600 Race St., Cambridge • (410) 228-4313
Facebook @ Simmons Center Market

FINALISTS
MOWBRAY’S GARDEN CENTER
CHESAPEAKE SEED & FEED

BAY COUNTRY SHOP
2709 Ocean Gtwy., Cambridge • (410) 221-0700
baycountryshop.com

FINALISTS
THOMAS’S FINE JEWELRY

SIMMONS CENTER MARKET

FLORISTFLORIST

FURNITUREFURNITURE

GARDEN/NURSERYGARDEN/NURSERY

GIFT SHOPGIFT SHOP

SH
O

PP
IN

G



15STARS OF THE BANNER 2025﻿

FLORISTFLORIST

FURNITUREFURNITURE

GARDEN/NURSERYGARDEN/NURSERY

GIFT SHOPGIFT SHOP

Something Excellent
     ~ Something Cool
• Check out the Talk of the Town
• Beautifully Renewed Historic Building
• Over 30 Vendors
• Wide Variety of Home Decore
• Vintage Furniture with a Touch of Modern
• Book Nook offers FREE books for All Ages
• Free Local Delivery

415 Race St., Cambridge, MD 21613  // 302-212-7468
info@vintagevenue.net - Demi Parker Manager

A local company 
here to service all your 

residential mortgage needs.

Conventional, FHA, USDA, VA & Reverse loans options 
to refinance or purchase a home.

Licensed in DE, MD & FL  |  NMLS #1831812
wwww.nmlsconsumeraccess.org

Georgie Gambrill & Allison Dray
Choptank Oyster Mortgage, LLC, DBA, Oyster Mortgage Company

3113 Ocean Gateway, Cambridge, MD 21613

410-221-8117 by appt. only   
www.oystermortgage.com

Best Mortgage Broker

Thank you for supporting your local broker!

Retreat Close To Home
Retreat to the waterfront Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay Golf Resort, 
Spa & Marina. Indulge in Eastern shore cuisine at our onsite restaurants, 
rejuvenating treatments at Sago Spa or 18 holes of championship golf 
at River Marsh Golf Club featuring our new The Cove Golf Simulator. En-
joy the outdoors, lounging by our pools, watersports during the summer 
months and so much more. We look forward to welcoming you!

Favorite Place for Weekend Getaway
Best Hotel / Inn / Bed and Breakfast

Favorite Golf Course
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ROMMEL’S ACE HOME 
CENTER — CAMBRIDGE
802 Woods Rd., Cambridge • (410) 228-9391
acehardware.com

FINALISTS
HUBBERT’S HARDWARE
BEST BUY SUPPLY, INC.

THOMAS'S FINE JEWELRY
525 Poplar St., Cambridge
(410) 228-0321 • thomassfinejewelry.com

FINALISTS
TNT JEWELERS

COLONIAL JEWELERS OF EASTON

BUTTERFLY BOUTIQUE
510 Poplar St., Cambridge • (443) 477.5413
facebook.com/shopbutterflyboutique

FINALIST
BAY COUNTRY SHOP
SUNNYSIDE SHOP

SIMMONS CENTER
MARKET
600 Race St., Cambridge • (410) 228-4313
facebook @ Simmons Center Market

FINALIST
EMILY’S PRODUCE

GÉNESIS FOOD MARKET & RESTAURANT

HARDWARE STOREHARDWARE STORE

JEWELRY STOREJEWELRY STORE

CHILDREN’SCHILDREN’S
CLOTHINGCLOTHING

LOCAL MARKETLOCAL MARKET

BAY COUNTRY SHOP
2709 Ocean Gateway, Cambridge
(410) 221-0700 • baycountryshop.com

FINALISTS
SUNNYSIDE SHOP
BERRIER LIMITED

HUBBERT’S HARDWARE
403 Sunburst Highway, Cambridge • (410) 228-3474
hubbertshardware.com

FINALISTS
POP’S MARKET

THE OLDE SALE BARN

BEST WINE & SPIRITS
2831 Ocean Gtwy., Cambridge • (410) 221-0116
bestwinemd.com

FINALISTS
CAVE SMOKE SHOP
THE VAPE IT STORE

MEN/WOMEN’S MEN/WOMEN’S 
CLOTHING STORECLOTHING STORE

OUTDOOR OUTDOOR 
FURNISHINGSFURNISHINGS

SMOKE/VAPE SHOPSMOKE/VAPE SHOP
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ROY BRADSHAW’S  
BODY SHOP 
2043 Church Street, Cambridge • (410) 228-0104 
roybradshawsbodyshop.com

FINALISTS
JESS JR.’S & SONS, LLC

CAMBRIDGE AUTO BODY

AUTO BODYAUTO BODY

SERVICE SHOPSERVICE SHOP
CHRIS LUONGO’S
ACCURATE CAR CARE CENTER
3065 Beverly Ln., Cambridge • (410) 397-2176
Facebook @ Chris Luongo’s Accurate Car Care Center

FINALISTS
HADDAWAY’S SERVICE, INC. 

MIKE SHANNAHAN’S AUTO REPAIR

SHATTERED GLASS AND MIRROR
3121 Ocean Gtwy., Cambridge
(410) 221-8676 • shatteredglassmd.org

FINALISTS
DELMARVA AUTO GLASS

GLASS PROS

AUTO GLASSAUTO GLASS

CHRIS LUONGO’S
ACCURATE CAR CARE CENTER
3065 Beverly Lane, Cambridge • (410) 397-2176
Facebook @ Chris Luongo’s Accurate Car Care Center

FINALISTS
CAMBRIDGE TIRE CENTER

TIRE WORLD, INC.

TIRE CENTERTIRE CENTER

BLACKED OUT TINTING + GRAPHICS
3810 Warwick Rd., East New Market • (443) 521-7451
Facebook @ Blacked Out Tinting + Graphics

FINALISTS
SHAWN’S TINT AND CUSTOM SHOP

MILLENIUM 2 AUTO GLASS

WINDOW TINTINGWINDOW TINTING

MR. MARTIN DETAILING, INC.  
1001 Goodwill Ave., Cambridge • (443) 205-5743
Facebook @ Mr. Martin Detailing, Inc. 

FINALISTS
MODWASH

THE CAR CLEANING KING

CAR WASH/DETAILCAR WASH/DETAIL
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DORCHESTER DUMPIN’ CO 
5749 Mt. Holly Rd., East New Market • (410) 463-6372
Facebook @ Dorchester Dumpin’ Co

FINALISTS
MACKDADDY TRANSPORTATION, LLC
PRITTCHETT’S TRANSPORTATION CO.

TRUCKING/TRUCKING/
TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

MEN/WOMEN’S MEN/WOMEN’S 
CLOTHING STORECLOTHING STORE

OUTDOOR OUTDOOR 
FURNISHINGSFURNISHINGS

SMOKE/VAPE SHOPSMOKE/VAPE SHOP
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JOHNSON’S
CLEANING SERVICES
313 High St., Cambridge • (443) 202- 7682
johnsonscleaningservices.info

FINALISTS
STANLEY STEEMER

EASTERN SHORE RUG CLEANING

HARVEY’S ELECTRIC
110 Wood Duck Dr., Cambridge • (410) 330-7906
Facebook @ Harvey’s Electric

FINALISTS
TIEDER ELECTRIC

F.L. TRAVERS & SON ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MAJOR LEAGUE HVAC
117 Willow Dr., Hurlock
(443) 233-0281 • majorleagueair.com

FINALISTS
PLIESCOTT HVAC

BLACKWATER ELECTRIC HEATING & AIR, LLC

CARPET CLEANERSCARPET CLEANERS

ELECTRICIANELECTRICIAN

HEATING/ACHEATING/AC

AFFORDABLE BUILDERS
4320 Hooper Neck Rd., Taylors Island
(410) 463-0973 • affordablebuilders.business.site

FINALISTS
HEAVENLY BOUND PAINTING AND HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
LEVEL UP REMODELING

HOME REPAIRHOME REPAIR

HUBBARD’S CUSTOM BLINDS & 
FRAMING GALLERY, INC.
435 Race St., Cambridge
(410) 221-9961 • hubbardscustomblinds.com

FINALIST
SHORELY BEAUTIFUL
BEST BUY SUPPLY, INC.

INTERIOR DESIGNINTERIOR DESIGN

THE MEADOWS OF
CAMBRIDGE APARTMENTS
5200 Astor Cir., Apt. 101, Cambridge
(410) 228-3819 • meadowsofcambridgemd.com

FINALISTS
BRANT COURT

WOODS CROSSING APARTMENTS

APARTMENTSAPARTMENTS
AFFORDABLE BUILDERS
4320 Hoopers Neck Rd., Taylors Island • (410) 463-0973
Facebook @ Affordable Builders

FINALISTS
KNOX BUILDERS, LLC
GLENN P. RUARK, INC.

HOME BUILDERHOME BUILDER

T&G MOVING
Paulman St., Cambridge
(443) 521-9786 • tandgmoving.com

FINALIST
BATES MOVING & STORAGE CO. INC

MOVING SERVICESMOVING SERVICES
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CHESAPEAKE UTILITIES
500 Energy Ln., Dover • 800.427.2883
chpk.com

 

ENERGYENERGY

PEREZ EXTERIORS
2010 Church Creek Rd., Cambridge
(443) 521-1481 • perezexteriors.com

FINALISTS
CAMERON CONSTRUCTION
AFFORDABLE BUILDERS

SIDING/SIDING/
WINDOWS/ROOFINGWINDOWS/ROOFING

TERMINATOR PEST CONTROL
FINALISTS

BROOKS TERMITE & PEST CONTROL
FIDELITY TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

PEST CONTROLPEST CONTROL

GEORGE JACKSON
PLUMBING
600 Roslyn Ave., Cambridge
(410) 228-2550 • georgejacksonplumbing.com

FINALISTS
SOS PLUMBING

C. ALBERT MATTHEWS, INC.

PLUMBERPLUMBER

GAMBRILL’S PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT
315 Railroad Ave., East New Market
(443) 521-5694 • Facebook @ Gambrill’s Property Management

FINALISTS
BJ AND SON PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
MARSHALL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

BEAVER RUN MANUFACTURED 
HOME COMMUNITY
3658 Karen Circle, Linkwood
(443) 785-4561 • beaverrunmhc.com

FINALISTS
HERITAGE ESTATES

BAY COUNTRY ESTATES

LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING

MOBILE HOMEMOBILE HOME
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

HUBBARD’S CUSTOM BLINDS & 
FRAMING GALLERY, INC.
435 Race St., Cambridge
(410) 221-9961 • hubbardscustomblinds.com

FINALIST
AFFORDABLE BUILDERS
BEST BUY SUPPLY, INC.

WINDOW TREATMENTWINDOW TREATMENT
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HOME REPAIRHOME REPAIR

INTERIOR DESIGNINTERIOR DESIGN

HOME BUILDERHOME BUILDER

MOVING SERVICESMOVING SERVICES
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ASSISTED LIVINGASSISTED LIVING

HEBRON SAVINGS BANK
Multiple locations • (410) 749-1185
hebronsavingsbank.com

FINALISTS
SHORE UNITED BANK
QUEENSTOWN BANK

BANKBANK

BESTEMPS — CAMBRIDGE
203 Maryland Ave., Cambridge • (410) 221-9675
bestemps.com

 FINALISTS
BLUE HEN STAFFING

MAX TECH HIRE

EMPLOYMENT AGENCYEMPLOYMENT AGENCY

WHITTEN RETIREMENT
SOLUTIONS
411 Muse St., Cambridge • (410) 228-6715
whittenretirement.com

FINALISTS
FOLGER NOLAN FLEMING DOUGLAS

WYE TRUST

FINANCIAL PLANNERFINANCIAL PLANNER

LESLIE’S BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES
1 Railroad Ave., East New Market
(410) 829-7332 • Facebook @ Leslie’s Bookkeeping Services

FINALISTS
TRISHA TAX SERVICE

FONSECA TAX PREPARATION

ACCOUNTANTACCOUNTANT

MID SHORE GRAPHICS
5203 Popular Dr., Cambridge
(443) 521-3389 • Facebook.com/midshoregraphics

GRAPHIC DESIGN/GRAPHIC DESIGN/
MARKETINGMARKETING

AUTUMN LAKE HEALTHCARE 
AT CHESAPEAKE WOODS
525 Glenburn Ave., Cambridge
(410) 221-1400 • autumnlakechesapeakewoods.com

FINALIST
MALLARD BAY NURSING AND REHAB

WILSON’S WAY OF LIVING, LLC

THOMAS FUNERAL
HOME, P.A.
700 Locust Street, Cambridge • (410) 228-4727
thomasfuneralhomepa.com

FINALISTS
NEWCOMB AND COLLINS FUNERAL HOME, PA

HENRY FUNERAL HOME

FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME
STATE FARM — 
MEGAN HOLOTIK
722 Cambridge Marketplace Blvd., Cambridge
(410) 228-2665 • sfcambridge.com

FINALISTS
LION HEART MEDICARE & MORTGAGE PROTECTION

ERIE INSURANCE

INSURANCE AGENTINSURANCE AGENT
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EMPLOYMENT AGENCYEMPLOYMENT AGENCY

FINANCIAL PLANNERFINANCIAL PLANNER

INSURANCE AGENTINSURANCE AGENT

PR
O

FE
SS

IO
N

AL
 S

ER
VI

CE
S

MICHAEL DODD
402-A Academy St., Cambridge • (410) 228-2200
simmonsdodd.com

FINALIST
THE LAW OFFICE OF MOLLY FOX

AMANDA K. FORESTER-CANNON, LLC

LAW FIRMLAW FIRM

CAMBRIDGE TRAVEL
208 Dorchester Ave., Cambridge
(410) 228-5720 • cambridgetravelonline.com

FINALIST
SHORE TRAVEL AGENCY
FREE SPIRIT TRAVEL

TRAVEL AGENTTRAVEL AGENT

MARBY TEAM OF
KELLER WILLIAMS
3020 Ocean Gateway, Cambridge
(443) 972-8021 • marylmabry.kw.com

FINALISTS
POWELL REALITORS

BENSON & MANGOLD REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
COMPANYCOMPANY

SHANNON CHAMBERS 
PHOTOGRAPHY
Dorchester County • shannonchambersphotography.mypixieset.com

FINALISTS
ANGEL MARIE PHOTOGRAPHY

SALT AND LIGHT PHOTOGRAPHY

PHOTOGRAPHERPHOTOGRAPHER
PEACE OF MIND PET 
BOARDING AND GROOMING
6136 Suicide Bridge Rd., New Market • (443) 205-4959
Facebook @ Peace of Mind Pet Boarding and Grooming

FINALISTS
BURKE’S BARKERS PET GROOMING AND BOARDING

CABIN CREEK ANIMAL HOSPITAL

PET BOARDINGPET BOARDING

CABIN CREEK
ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
8 Cambridge Ave., East New Market • (410) 943-8387
cabincreekanimalhospital.com

FINALISTS
EAST COAST VETS

BAYSIDE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

VETERINARIANVETERINARIAN

OYSTER MORTGAGE
COMPANY
3113 Ocean Gtwy., Cambridge
(410) 221-8177 • oystermortgage.com

FINALIST
QUEENSTOWN BANK
SHORE UNITED BANK

MORTGAGE LENDERMORTGAGE LENDER
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PINETOP DAYCARE
6639 Pinetop Rd., Hurlock
(410) 943-1835 • pinetopdaycare.weebly.com

FINALISTS
LOLLIPOP LANE

KAYLA’S KIDDOS DAYCARE

OPEN BIBLE ACADEMY
1619 Race St., Cambridge • (410) 228-4488
openbibleacademy.net

FINALISTS
SAINTS PETER & PAUL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

COUNTRYSIDE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

CHILDCARECHILDCARE

PRIVATE SCHOOLPRIVATE SCHOOL

SOUTH DORCHESTER
SCHOOL
3485 Golden Hill Road, Church Creek
(410) 901-6934 • dcps.k12.md.us/o/sdorchester

FINALISTS
WARWICK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
HURLOCK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

PUBLIC SCHOOLPUBLIC SCHOOL

EASTERN SHORE
DANCE ACADEMY
3123 Aireys Spur Rd., Cambridge • (410) 221-0037
easternshoredanceacademy.com

FINALISTS
MID SHORE DANCE ACADEMY

DANCING ON THE SHORE

BRIANNA SANN, DORCHESTER 
COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
700 Glasgow St., Cambridge
(410) 228-4747 • dcps.k12.md.us

FINALISTS
BRITTANY KIMBREW, OPEN BIBLE ACADEMY
JESSICA HINDMAN, EASTERN SHORE DANCE ACADEMY

DANCE STUDIODANCE STUDIO

TEACHERTEACHER
LOLLIPOP LANE
97 Sandy Hill Rd., Cambridge • (410) 228-6608

FINALISTS
OPEN BIBLE ACADEMY
PINETOP DAYCARE

PRESCHOOLPRESCHOOL
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PUBLIC SCHOOLPUBLIC SCHOOL

DANCE STUDIODANCE STUDIO

TEACHERTEACHER

EASTON DERMATOLOGY  
ASSOCIATES
Multiple locations • (410) 819-8867 
eastondermatology.com

FINALIST
SHORE DERMATOLOGY

DERMATOLOGISTDERMATOLOGIST
SARA COULBOURN, MD
Dorchester Family Medicine, 300 Dorchester Ave., Cambridge 
(410) 228-2603

FINALISTS
PATRICIA ANNE JOHNSON, DO

PETER LERZA, NP

FAMILY DOCTORFAMILY DOCTOR

DEANNA STATES-MENINGER
FINALISTS

PETER LERZA, NP
GLENDA CORNISH, CAN

NURSENURSE
SIRI PREMIER EYECARE
724 Cambridge Plaza, Cambridge
(443) 225-5377

FINALISTS
DR. CAREY WILLEY

CAMBRIDGE FAMILY EYE CARE

EYE DOCTOREYE DOCTOR

JENNIFER SCOTT DYOTT, 
DNP, CRNP, FNP C
UM Shore Regional Health • umms.org/shore

 FINALISTS
DR. RICHARD CESPEDES, MD

DR. ROBERT MCDONOUGH, MD

OB/GYNOB/GYN

EASTERN SHORE
SMILE SOLUTIONS
Multiple Locations • (410) 228-4191
easternshoresmilesolutions.com

FINALISTS
HARBOR DENTAL CENTER
DR. JARED NAVE, DDS

DENTISTDENTIST
CRAIG’S DRUG STORE
409 Race St., Cambridge
(410) 228-3322 • Facebook @ Craig’s Drug Store

FINALISTS
THE DRUG STORE—HURLOCK
SHORE DISCOUNT PHARMACY

LOCAL PHARMACYLOCAL PHARMACY

TIDEWATER PHYSICAL  
THERAPY & REHABILITATION
Multiple Locations
(410) 822-3891 • tidewaterpt.com

FINALISTS
NOVACARE REHABILITATION
ACTIVE PHYSICAL THERAPY

PHYSICAL THERAPYPHYSICAL THERAPY
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LOUIS’S BARBER SHOP
123 Washington St., Cambridge
(410) 228-1664 • Facebook @ Louis’s Barber Shop

FINALISTS
HELLO BEAUTIFUL, LLC 

SHORE HAIR

HAIR SALONHAIR SALON
THERE SHE GLOWS  
SPRAY TANNING
1801 Race St., Cambridge
(410) 330-7234 • facebook.com/theresheglowstan

FINALIST
LUXE TAN & SPA

TANNING SALONTANNING SALON

AUDIOLOGY
ASSOCIATES, INC.
8737 Brooks Dr,m #204, Easton
(410) 820-9826 • aaiaudiology.com

FINALISTS
BELTONE LEDNUM HEARING CENTER

HEARING AIDHEARING AID

SOOTHING TOUCH
MASSAGE BY HEATHER
304 Aurora St., Cambridge • (443) 521-7717
soothingtouchmassagebyheather.amtamembers.com

FINALIST
KATY VINCENT HEALING HANDS

SAGO SPA & SALON

MASSAGE THERAPISTMASSAGE THERAPIST

SUNBURST PHARM
603 Meteor Ave., Cambridge • (443) 972-5501
sunburstpharm.com

 

CBD/CANNABISCBD/CANNABIS
DISPENSARYDISPENSARY
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TANNING SALONTANNING SALON

CBD/CANNABISCBD/CANNABIS
DISPENSARYDISPENSARY

OLD SALTY’S RESTAURANT
2650 Hoopers Island Rd., Fishing Creek • (410) 397-3752 
oldsaltys.com

FINALISTS
CABIN FEVER PLAY CENTRE

SUICIDE BRIDGE RESTAURANT

EVENT VENUEEVENT VENUE

CAMBRIDGE 
CHRISTMAS PARADE
P.O. Box 1083, Cambridge • christmasparade.org

FINALISTS
ICE AND OYSTER FEST

TASTE OF CAMBRIDGE — CAMBRIDGE MAIN STREET

EVENT/FAIR/FESTIVALEVENT/FAIR/FESTIVAL

CHOPTANK BOWLING
& BILLIARDS
1200 Goodwill Ave., Cambridge • (410) 901-1212  
choptankbowling.com

FINALIST
EASTON BOWL

BOWLING CENTERBOWLING CENTER

SAILWINDS PARK
2 Rose Hill Place, Cambridge 
(410) 228-4020 • choosecambridge.com/248/Marina-Parks

FINALISTS
GERRY BOYLE PARK AT GREAT MARSH

LONG WHARF PARK

FAVORITE PARKFAVORITE PARK

BLACKWATER NATIONAL 
WILDLIFE REFUGE
2145 Key Wallace Dr., Cambridge
(410) 228-2677 • fws.gov/refuge/blackwater

FINALISTS
CABIN FEVER PLAY CENTRE

SKIPJACK NATHAN OF DORCHESTER

ONE DAY TRIPONE DAY TRIP

CHOPTANK RIVER  
LIGHTHOUSE
Long Wharf Park, High and Water Streets, Cambridge
(410) 463-2653 • choosecambridge.com

FINALISTS
BLACKWATER NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

HARRIET TUBMAN UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

LANDMARKLANDMARK

CABIN FEVER PLAY CENTRE
442 Race Street, Cambridge • (410) 228-2122
cabinfeverplaycentre.com

FINALISTS
CHOPTANK BOWLING & BILLIARDS

BLACKWATER ADVENTURES — ICE RINK

PLACE TO TAKE KIDSPLACE TO TAKE KIDS

OLD SALTY’S  
RESTAURANT
2650 Hoopers Island Road, Fishing Creek
(410) 397-3752 • oldsaltys.com

FINALISTS
SUICIDE BRIDGE RESTAURANT

TAYLORS ISLAND BRIDGE
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HYATT REGENCY 
CHESAPEAKE BAY GOLF 
RESORT, SPA & MARINA
100 Heron Boulevard at Route 50, Cambridge • (410) 901-1234 
hyatt.com

FINALISTS
HOG NECK GOLF COURSE 

HYATT REGENCY  
CHESAPEAKE BAY GOLF  
RESORT, SPA & MARINA
100 Heron Boulevard at Route 50, Cambridge • (410) 901-1234 
hyatt.com FINALISTS

HOOPERS ISLAND
RIVERSIDE LODGE ON HOOPERS ISLAND

WEEKEND GETAWAYWEEKEND GETAWAY

GOLF COURSEGOLF COURSE

HYATT REGENCY 
CHESAPEAKE BAY GOLF 
RESORT, SPA & MARINA
100 Heron Boulevard at Route 50, Cambridge • (410) 901-1234 
hyatt.com

FINALISTS
RIVERSIDE LODGE ON HOOPERS ISLAND

COMFORT INN

HOTEL/INN/B&BHOTEL/INN/B&B

BLACKWATER NATIONAL 
WILDLIFE REFUGE
2145 Key Wallace Dr., Cambridge • (410) 228-2677 • fws.gov/refuge/blackwater

FINALISTS
CAMBRIDGE MAIN STREET DISTRICT — DOWNTOWN 

CAMBRIDGE
BLACKWATER ADVENTURES — ICE RINK

LOCAL ATTRACTIONLOCAL ATTRACTION

CABIN FEVER PLAY CENTRE
442 Race Street, Cambridge • (410) 228-2122
cabinfeverplaycentre.com

FINALISTS
CHOPTANK BOWLING & BILLIARDS

EMILY’S PRODUCE

BIRTHDAY PARTYBIRTHDAY PARTY

DORCHESTER COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1003 Greenway Dr., Cambridge
(410) 228-7953 • dorchesterhistory.com

FINALISTS
HARRIET TUBMAN UNDERGROUND RAILROAD STATE 

PARK & VISITOR CENTER
HARRIET TUBMAN MUSEUM & EDUCATION CENTER

MUSEUMMUSEUM

COAST COUNTRY 106.3
2 Bay St., Cambridge
(443) 971-1063 • coastcountry.com

FINALISTS
107.1 THE DUCK

96.7 WCEI

RADIO STATIONRADIO STATION
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BIRTHDAY PARTYBIRTHDAY PARTY

MUSEUMMUSEUM

RADIO STATIONRADIO STATION
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SIMMONS CENTER MARKET
600 Race St., Cambridge
(410) 228-4313 • Facebook @ Simmons Center Market

FINALISTS
CARMELA’S CUSINA
SHORE HYDRAULICS

TREEHOUSE FOODS, INC.
904 Woods Rd., Cambridge
(410) 901-8625 • treehousefoods.com

FINALISTS
SHORE UNITED BANK

BEST COMPANYBEST COMPANY
UNDER 20 EMPLOYEESUNDER 20 EMPLOYEES

BEST COMPANYBEST COMPANY
OVER 50 EMPLOYEESOVER 50 EMPLOYEES

PLACE OF WORSHIPPLACE OF WORSHIP
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY
OUTREACHOUTREACH

OPEN BIBLE CHURCH
1619 Race Street, Cambridge • (410) 228-4488
openbibleacademy.net

FINALISTS
3C USA DORCHESTER CAMPUS

WHITE HAVEN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

ALL4LOVE
411 Dorchester Ave., Cambridge
(410) 450-4053 • all4love.us

FINALISTS
PLEASANT DAY MEDICAL ADULT DAY CARE

CAMBRIDGE MAIN STREET, INC.
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HOMETOWN
HEROES

Each year, we honor the Hometown Heroes who go above
and beyond to make Dorchester County a better place. These groups 

and individuals were nominated by people in the community who have 
seen the difference a good deed can make.

2025

Interviews and tex t  by Carr ie Samis .
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DIANA RATHELL

“I couldn’t do it 
without support from 
family, friends and 
the community. I 

do it because I love 
animals - and I’m a 
little crazy. I offer the 
biggest thank you 
I could ever write 
to my community. I 
couldn’t do it without 
such support. At the 
end of the day, I feel 
good about what I 
do. It all comes

 together.”

Diana Rathell is the owner of Kitty Kat 
Kottage, located in East New Market, 
MD. For the past 15 years, she has ded-
icated her time and resources to caring 
for cats of all kinds. Rathell works with 
related agencies and with members of the 
community to help cats in need and, in 
many instances, to help the people who 
care for them, too. Her passion project 
started in her daughter’s garage. Demand 
for her services grew exponentially. Six 
years ago, Rathell knew she needed more 
space, so she put a shed in her yard, spe-
cifically for cats. Fortunately, as the need 
for her services rose, so did support from 
the community. Over the years, dona-
tions have poured in. Currently, Rathell 
is caring for five female cats and their 16 
newborn kittens. She works closely with-
in her network to find good homes for all 
of them. Since 2020, Rathell has found 
loving homes for nearly 1,700 cats. It’s a 
full-time commitment, for sure.

In addition to rescuing, fostering, and 
rehoming cats, Rathell also helps tame 
feral cats. But that’s not all. In an effort 
to address cats in communities and over-
population, each week, she fields calls, 
traps cats and transports them to clinics 
for neutering. While she prefers to find 
good homes for cats, and loving caregiv-
ers, Rathell recognizes that neutering is 
an important component to effective cat 
population control. “Fixing” cats prevents 
more unwanted kittens. Trap-Neuter-Re-
turn (TNR) efforts include humanely 
trapping cats in the community, trans-
porting them to clinics to be spayed or 
neutered, providing vaccinations and 
health checks, and returning them to 
their original location. Clinics are held 
every Thursday. So, on Wednesdays, 
Rathell is often out setting traps and 
checking them in the middle of the night. 
Her efforts often require round-the-clock 
attention. In the last month, she’s handled 
requests to and provided TNR services 
for over 30 cats. In one recent instance, 
Rathell provided TNR services for 32 cats 
from one yard and removed and rehom-
ed 46 kittens from the same property. 
That’s quite a task but it makes a tremen-
dous difference, helping the community 
and helping cats. Rathell says, “I try to 

help where I can. If you have all these an-
imals but they’re not fixed, you’re part of 
the problem. There are resources to help. 
If you don’t have the time, don’t have the 
money or don’t have a trap, I can help. 
There’s no excuse for having an animal 
that’s not fixed.”

Of course, Rathell doesn’t do all of this 
alone. Her husband, daughters and grand-
daughter help, too, along with volunteers 
from the community. One volunteer spe-
cifically helps with transporting cats to and 
from clinics. Rathell often uses Facebook 
as a mechanism to reach the community. 
When she has a need for supplies or finan-
cial assistance with a vet bill, community 
members happily help. Regular donations 
of cat litter, food and more help to sustain 
the operation. A lot of the cat-caregiver 
matchmaking occurs by word-of-mouth, 
ensuring that cats are adopted. Many 
adoptive cat parents are repeat custom-
ers. Some cats are even matched with new 
owners in other states. Those who adopt 
from Rathell sign a contract, requiring that 
cats be fixed when old enough and kept 
indoors. If, for any reason, a match doesn’t 
work out, the contract requires that cats be 
returned to Rathell. “No questions asked,” 
Rathell emphasizes, “I spend hours taking 
cats off the streets. I want adoptions to be 
a good fit for everyone. If it doesn’t work 
out, I’ll take the cat back and find it a more 
suitable situation.”

Many shelters and rescue organization 
focus on dogs. Rathell is all about cats. 
While Rathell dedicates a tremendous 
amount of time and financial resources, 
she emphasizes, “I couldn’t do it with-
out support from family, friends and the 
community. I do it because I love animals 
- and I’m a little crazy. I offer the big-
gest thank you I could ever write to my 
community. I couldn’t do it without such 
support. At the end of the day, I feel good 
about what I do. It all comes together.” 

For those who would like to help with 
donations of supplies, vet bills and other 
support, please contact Kitty Kat Kottage: 
3711 Elliott Drive 
East New Market, MD 21613 
Phone (410) 463-1278 
Email rathell@comcast.net
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MARY HANDLEY

“The beauty is that 
people partner, here. 
They don’t compete 
with each other. They 
work together to help.”

Though Mary Handley was born 
in Baltimore County, she grew up in 
Dorchester County, and this is where 
her heart is firmly planted. “I remem-
ber moving to Dorchester, vividly, 
when I was 9 years old. I loved it, 
here, immediately. It’s such a beauti-
ful place,” says Handley. Throughout 
her life in Dorchester County, Hand-
ley has always had the people of the 
region in her heart. She has devoted 
both her professional and person-
al life to sharing her passion for this 
place and to serving the people who 
live here. Handley, who lives on the 
outskirts of Cambridge with her hus-
band, Bill, says “I have had the good 
fortune to love and to advocate for 
Dorchester County places and people 
professionally and personally.”

For 18 years, Handley conduct-
ed community programming at the 
Dorchester Public Library. In that po-
sition, she really got to know the com-
munity and a lot of people had the 
opportunity to get to know her, too. 
Following her tenure at the library, 
Handley worked for Delmarva Com-
munity Services, a Cambridge-based 
nonprofit which provides vital hu-
man services. Handley served as the 
Mobility Manager, providing public 
transportation for Dorchester, Talbot, 
Kent and Caroline County. Her pas-
sion was serving those in the aging 
programs, which includes senior cen-
ters, home-delivered meals and finan-
cial assistance for those in need. Most 
recently, Handley was selected to 
serve as the Regional Public Engage-
ment Officer for MD Comptroller 
Brooke Lierman. She’s held that po-
sition for the past two years, serving 
as an advocate for all the the Eastern 
Shore.

Outside of her professional life, 
Handley says she is a “community 
lover and activist. I always have been. 
I believe if you love something, you 
need to serve it.” Handley clearly loves 
Dorchester and serves the communi-
ty in many ways. She’s served on the 
University of Maryland Extension 
Service Advisory Committee. She 

helps to raise funds for the American 
Cancer Society through Relay for Life. 
She is a crew member on the skipjack 
Nathan, too, helping to preserve local 
culture. Handley is also an informal 
member of “like-minded activists,” 
a bipartisan community effort to re-
spond to current threatening condi-
tions. The group works to identify and 
address local needs, providing food 
for the homeless shelter, participating 
in blood drives, aiding Little League, 
and more.

Handley is especially enthusiastic 
about a new effort: Blackwater Rising. 
“I’m super engaged,” says Handley. 
Blackwater Rising is a new nonprofit 
making an effort to bridge communi-
ties throughout Cambridge through 
community gardening. The gardens 
provide fresh, locally-grown pro-
duce for food insecure individuals. 
But, according to Handley, the most 
important part is that while growing 
food together, for the greater good, 
those involved are intentionally get-
ting to know each other. That pro-
motes understanding and empathy. 
“We’re neighbors working together 
for a greater cause,” explains Hand-
ley, “helping at both the Locust Street 
Garden and Bethel Church Garden.” 
In June, Blackwater Rising is partner-
ing with Moms Demand Action, to 
promote public safety measures that 
can help protect people from gun vi-
olence.

Handley loves community part-
nership. “The beauty is that people 
partner, here. They don’t compete 
with each other. They work together 
to help,” she says. “Together, we’re ad-
dressing historical divisions, not hos-
tile divisions. We’re being intentional 
about bridging those gaps, bringing 
people together through those divi-
sions. We are the helpers. We want to 
be established and recognized as the 
helpers in the community, so people 
know they can come to us,” she con-
tinues. Handley’s love for community 
runs deep. The work takes intentional 
effort and time. “We are traveling at 
the speed of trust,” says Handley.
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AMANDA LEONARD

“Prosecuting crimes, assisting 
true victims, and providing a 
service to the community is 
what I am meant to do.”

Amanda Leonard currently serves as Dorchester Coun-
ty State’s Attorney. After serving in an interim capacity, 
the Dorchester County native, was elected as Dorchester 
County State’s Attorney in 2022. Along with her broth-
er Jason, Leonard was raised by parents Dave Leonard, a 
banker, and Kim Leonard, a teacher. They instilled an un-
derstanding of the value of education, a strong work ethic, 
and a sense of community. 

Leonard started working at the age of 14, graduated 
from Cambridge South Dorchester, earned an undergrad-
uate degree from Juniata College and obtained her law de-
gree from University of Baltimore School of Law. Excited 
to return to the Eastern Shore, Leonard served a clerk-
ship in Wicomico County and then accepted a position 
as Assistant State’s Attorney in Dorchester in 2016. Now, 
as Dorchester County State’s Attorney, Leonard continues 
her passion in service to the community. 

“Prosecuting crimes, assisting true victims, and provid-
ing a service to the community is what I am meant to do,” 
says Leonard. She is especially happy to do it in the county 
she loves, her lifelong home. Leonard focuses on public 
safety, collaboration, and strong community relationships. 
Her rapport with law enforcement, agencies and commu-
nity members serves her well and helps her serve the peo-
ple of Dorchester more efficiently and effectively. Leonard 
works diligently to honor and to serve, with dignity and 
compassion, the citizens of Dorchester County. Leonard 
handles her role with grace and humility, often serving as 
a voice for victims, those struggling with mental health, 
addiction and more. She cares deeply about every person 
in Dorchester, helping others every day.
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DESCENDANTS LEMC

“We’ve participated in as 
many activities as we could 
for kids - rides to children’s 
hospitals, visits to cancer 
patients, meal deliveries 
to the families of fallen 

officers, Special Olympics - 
whatever we can do,”

Although the Descendants Law Enforce-
ment Motor Club (LEMC) has been active 
for less than a year, they are already making 
a big impact in Dorchester County. The mo-
torcycle club is a group of first responders of 
all types. In in order to qualify for member-
ship, individuals must have prior or current 
military, law enforcement or first respond-
er experience. The club officially formed in 
July of 2024. John Payne, “Tattoo,” serves 
as Descendants LEMC state president. John 
Gilliard, “Gills,” serves as the local chapter 
president. In all, there are nine members, 
each with their own “road name.” Together, 
“Tattoo,” “Gills,” “Slick,” “Mama Bear,” “Mac-
Gyver,” “Reckless,” “Chaos,” “Elmer Fudd,” 
and “Pipes,” the youngest member, who just 
turned 18, ride for a cause - to help the com-
munity, especially children and families of 
first responders.

Each member has a deep love of motor-
cycle riding and a strong commitment to 
community. The Descendants LEMC East-
ern Shore/MD Chapter organizes and par-
ticipates in charitable events and rides with 
other LEMC brother and sister clubs in the 
Delmarva region.

Currently, Descendants LEMC chap-
ters are established in 15 states. Tattoo has 
been riding motorcycles most of his life. 
His neighbor, Hard Crab, is a state trooper 
and wanted to start a Maryland chapter. So, 
they gathered together some other folks and, 
since July of last year, “we’ve participated 
in as many activities as we could for kids - 
rides to children’s hospitals, visits to cancer 
patients, meal deliveries to the families of 
fallen officers, Special Olympics - whatever 

we can do,” explained Tattoo, who drives a 
tractor trailer for a living. His wife, Mama 
Bear, a daycare operator, is also a member. 
Aptly named, Tattoo has 75 tattoos inked on 
his body, including one, a blue elephant, in 
memory of Ellie, a child who suffered with 
brain cancer. Tattoo has been riding for over 
35 years, “there’s nothing like being on a mo-
torcycle,” he says. It’s definitely a family af-
fair; his wife rides, too. Together, Tattoo and 
Mama Bear are parents to seven children. 
“I love kids,” says Tattoo, “I do it to see the 
smiles on their faces. People don’t always un-
derstand the struggles of others. The more I 
do for others, the happier I am. If I can give 
you the shirt off my back, because you need 
it, I will. Kids with terminal cancer but smil-
ing every day - that’s tough. I don’t take it for 
granted.”

Dorchester chapter president Jason Gil-
liard “Gills,” who served in the Coast Guard, 
says the group is working to secure nonprofit 
status. “Right now, everything we do is with 
our own money but once we become an of-
ficial nonprofit, we’ll be able to raise funding 
to do more,” says Gills. “Basically,” he con-
tinues, “what we do we do for law enforce-
ment, family of law enforcement, military - 
we provide for families - funerals, escorted 
rides, that sort of thing. We’re quite small but 
we do as much as we can. I’ve rode motor-
cycles my whole life. When I was young my 
father rode a motorcycle and took me with 
him. He wrapped bungee cords around me 
so I wouldn’t fall off. We still ride together. 
My wife rides, too, and now my children are 
learning to ride. In high school, I was one 
of the only kids who rode. I’ve always done 

benefit rides. I wanted to get with other peo-
ple to make a larger impact. I wanted to be 
with good people - I didn’t want any part of 
gangs or anything like that.”

Gills was recruited by another friend and 
loves being involved with the Descendants. 
“My favorite thing is to be able to help people 
and I get to ride my motorcycle while doing 
it. As chapter president I reach out to other 
clubs and people who are doing benefits to 
see if we are welcome to participate, compile 
information and organize rides, and just fig-
ure out what we can do to help,” he says.

Last year, Descendants LEMC adopted 
two families for Christmas, ensuring those 
families had food, gifts and more. “It really 
hit me,” Gills says, “it was really emotion-
al. Every one of them - I  get emotional. I 
can’t wait to become a nonprofit so we can 
really start helping even more.” They part-
nered with the local VFW to host “Break-
fast with the Grinch,” and participated in 
Wreaths Across America, too, laying wreaths 
on graves of fallen service members. This 
month, the group is participating in a Poker 
Run to raise money for a charity and they are 
driving by a young boy’s home to help cele-
brate his birthday. The young Queen Anne’s 
County resident has a particular fascination 
with motorcycles. Gills emphasized, “I love 
the feeling of freedom when I ride - I’m rid-
ing any problems I have disappear - it’s kind 
of Zen for me.” Tattoo shares a similar senti-
ment, “it’s my peace. It’s wind therapy. All my 
bad thoughts & worries go away,” but even 
more importantly, he added, “not all motor-
cyclists are bad, we are here to help the com-
munity.” On behalf of Descendants LEMC, 
Gills, who said he was “grinning from ear to 
ear” when he learned of the nomination, ex-
pressed deep gratitude for recognition from 
the community.

Follow Descendants LEMC Eastern Shore/
MD Chapter on Facebook to stay up-to-date 
on their local efforts to serve Dorchester.
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HONORING PAST HOMETOWN HEROES

2024
Steve Bloodsworth 

ALL4LOVE
Michael Wheatley

Bernard Johnson
Hugh Middleton

Anne Watts & John Lewis

2023
Juanita Darby
Trevor Geer

Sergio L. Martinez Sr.
Shantay Linder

Patricia Prosser
Martha (Mauk) Kral

Shane Walker
Kortnie Askins

2022
Eastern Shore Wellness Solutions

Jones Mini Mart
Auxiliary of the Eastern Shore 

Hospital Center
Justin Todd

Simmons Center Market

2021
Amy J. Craig

Brandon Stacey
Todd Eperspacher

Lynn Darby & Mike Bramble
Dr. Gene Newmier

Larry White

Sheriff James W. Phillips Jr.
Jason Warfield
Lynn Stavdal
Mike Rossy

Stephen Stack
Traci Tull & Mark Tull

David Phillips
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904 Woods Road, Cambridge, MD 21613
410-901-8625

Private label manufacturer of broth and 
beverages in various packing formats. 

Best Company over 
50 employees.
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