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Wayne DeMarco of Smyrna is a advocate for BAYADA Hearts for Home Care. For video with this story, visit baytobaynews.com. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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Delivering Energy That Makes Life Better.

For more than 160 years, Chesapeake Utilities has been
committed to delivering affordable energy, helping families
and businesses lower their energy costs while supporting
\‘ significant economic development for their communities.
CHESAPEAK, This commitment drives our forward-thinking investments
SIS RS S AS SN SH AR [ S A KSR in energy projects that contribute to a lower-carbon future
and has resulted in reductions in emissions from both our

operations and our customers.

Learn more at chpk.com.
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CLAW & SHELL SEAFOOD

AND MORE TO COME!

Call for Availability and Prices!
302-70- CRABS

4390 Summit Bridge Rd (next to Harper’s Sandwiches) « Middletown, DE
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FROM THE COVER

Disabled Smyrna man advocates for others injured

By Craig Anderson
Middletown Smyrna Independent

SMYRNA — Wayne DeMarco
takes responsibility for the crash that
left him a quadriplegic in 2016.

Now, the 30-year-old feels a duty
to aid other disabled individuals.

Mr. DeMarco is an advocate for
BAYADA Hearts for Home Care,
counseling others with traumatic in-
juries. The organization is composed
of thousands of home care recipients,
their families and friends, and care-
giving professionals concerned about
the challenges of such services.

“I do help newly injured people,
and that makes me feel better,” he
said. “I want to help anyone who is
lost and confused about what they
need to do from here. I like to jump in
and help however I can.”

The Hearts for Home Care non-
profit returned the favor March 8,
with a trip to a game between the
NHL’s Philadelphia Flyers and Seat-
tle Kraken.

Along with attendance at the con-
test, Mr. DeMarco and his family re-
ceived other perks at the Wells Fargo
Center, like premium parking and
seating, gift bags, a meet-and-greet
with Flyers mascot Gritty and VIP
access to the alumni suite to join for-
mer players.

As a former Delaware Ducks ice
hockey player, Mr. DeMarco de-
scribed the event as an “awesome
surprise.”

The sports angle is one that fits
him well, as he’s also a big Philadel-
phia Eagles fan. Following the team’s
recent Super Bowl championship,
a Birds flag was flying in front of his
home — which he shares with his
parents — for more than two weeks.

“I love watching sports and keep-
ing up with what players are doing,”
he said.

When he’s not taking in a game on
TV, Mr. DeMarco “loves going out to
eat, hanging out with my friends.”

“My friends are able to pick me
up, and we’ll go (to) the casino, go to
the beach. I like anything that’s wild-
life-oriented. I love to be in nature,”
he continued.

Since his injury Jan. 1, 2016, he
has made significant progress, with
years of hard work.

Around 1 a.m., and he was travel-
ing alone in his vehicle on Interstate
95, near the Christiana Mall. That’s
all he recalls, remembering nothing
about the collision itself.

“It was my first New Year’s being
21, and I went a bit overboard,” he
said. “Thank God, I only hurt myself.

“That’s a big lifesaver and makes
me feel a lot better about my situation
because I can’t blame it on anybody
else. If you make your own bed, you
have to lay in it.”

Mr. DeMarco, a St. Georges
Technical High School graduate,
feels blessed that an ambulance was
behind the crash. Following the inci-
dent, those providers took him to the
hospital.

He spent the next four months on a
ventilator, due to a broken neck, be-
fore gradually recovering enough to
begin therapy.

These days, with the assistance of
devices and a BAYADA nurse, he can
brush his teeth, get dressed, show-
er and perform other personal care.
That caregiver is at his home from 7
a.m. to 1 p.m. each weekday, which
he said gives his parents a break.

“Luckily, I've been able to gain a
lot of movement,” he said. “My care-
givers have helped me so much and
help me with anything I need during
the day.”

See Advocate— Page 6
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Wayne DeMarco and BAYADA nurse Anastasia Sandles are together five days a week. MIDDLETOWN SMYR-
NA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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Introducing ...

e MAPLE DALE

We are excited to announce that Par & Plate at Maple Dale
Country Club is now open to the public for dining!

Come and check out Chef Sarah’s gourmet lunch & dinner
menus along with her signature daily specials!

Fine Dining with a Casual Atmosphere. Reservations are
strongly recommended

Chef Sarah Arsenault

180 Mapledale Rd.
Dover DE 19904

302-674-4951, ext. 1

Hours: Closed Monday
Ze Tuesday - Saturday: 11am — 9pm
Sunday: 11am - 4pm
e MAPLE DALE

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC y

NERY "4
* 18 holes of bent grass fairways and greens . :=.
* Seven sets of tee boxes to choose from Weekly Specml APLE f) A I
« All levels of golfers are welcome. Weekdays $35 Weekends $45 E
Special runs through the end of April. ——Cm/ﬂ’lﬂ’y Cl%bjm TS

AFTER YOUR ROUND COME & RELAX ON THE PATIO OR INSIDE AND ENJOY PAR & PLATE
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FROM THE COVER
Advocate

Continued From Page 4

Mr. DeMarco said he fully believes he’ll walk
again.

“I'm going to do my best to do so. I do a lot of
therapy with electrical stimulation, and that’s defi-
nitely helped me put ... a lot of muscle back on, and
that’s the main thing that got me back to where I'm
at.

“I do a lot of breathing exercises and make the
best of my condition. That way, I'm not getting
the pneumonia and (urinary tract infections) that
are common for people with my condition. So, I
try to stay as healthy as possible for when that day
comes.”

For information on Hearts for Home Care, visit
heartsforhomecare.com, email advocacy@hearts-
forhomecare.com or call 267-592-4855.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached

at 302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org.
Follow @ DSNAnderson on X.

\‘.

Wayne DeMarco enjoys some time with Philadelphia Flyers mascot Gritty on March 8. PHOTO COURTESY OF BAYADA HEARTS FOR HOME CARE

ayne DeMarco watches the Philadelphia Flyers play at the
ells Fargo Center on March 8. PHOTO COURTESY OF BAYADA HEARTS FOR
HOM R
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We Pledge

- To operate this newspaper as a public trust.

- To help our community become a better place to live and work, through our dedication to
conscientious journalism.

- To provide the information citizens need to make their own intelligent decisions about public issues.

- To report the news with honesty, accuracy, purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity,
fearlessness and compassion.

- To use our opinion pages to facilitate community debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

- To disclose our own conflicts of interest or potential conflicts to our readers.

- To correct our errors and to give each correction the prominence it deserves.

- To provide a right to reply to those we write about.

- To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

Our Purpose

The Middletown Smyrna Independent is published by Independent Newsmedia Inc.
USA. Independent is owned by a unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the community.

Since no dividends are paid, the company is able to thrive on profit margins below
industry standards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in Independent’s mission

of journalistic service, commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution, and support of the community’s deliberation of public issues.

Lilac Trees Bloomerang
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TREE SALE STILL GOING ON...
Oakame Cherry and Kousa Dogwoods only $65
Pink Dogwoods only $75

"NEW THIS YEAR
- Fire Pits, Edging,
k Irregular Cement Stepping

‘ = = Stones and More!
ATTENTION LANDSCAPERS....

We have heautiful clump river birches, clump & single red
buds dug & set up front ready to go at great prices!
6’ Skip Laurel’s, beautiful container, emerald, green &
green giant arborvitae’s are in!

140 Brusca Lane, Sudlersville, MD 21668

Richar 410-438-3180
Brusca Nursery, Inc.

www.bruscanursery.com = Look for Weekly Specials on Facebook '

WE TAKE THE STRESS
OUT OF CAREGIVING!

Lean On Me Caregiving designs specialized in-home
care programs that are individualized to help you stay as
independent as possible wherever you call home.

HOURS: For April
Monday-Saturday 8-4
Sunday 8-12

We Detiver

FREE IN-HOME ASSESSMENTS!

Personal Care & Hygiene + Respite Care + Companionship & Socialization + Meal Planning & Preparation
Pet & Plant Care « Dementia Care * Homemaking & Organization -Medication Reminders
Transitional Care (from recent hospital stay) « Escort to Appointments and Errands

Thank you for voting us the
Best Home Health Care!

SERVICING THE ENTIRE

NOW ACCEPTING
‘ STATE OF DELAWARE

NEW CLIENTS!

Laura Garofoli RN, MSN, PCCN
302-232-3113

Facebook: @Leanonmenrg
www.LeanOnMeCaregiving.com
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New Smyrna superintendent loves work

Deborah Judy feels
‘joy and pride’ as
leader of school district

By Craig Anderson
Middletown Smyrna Independent

SMYRNA — Deborah Judy has
been a teacher, a principal and an as-
sistant superintendent, among other
roles, in the Smyrna School District.

Now, she oversees all those posi-
tions and more.

On March 20, Ms. Judy was
named superintendent by the dis-
trict’s board of education, after serv-
ing as its interim leader following the
Jan. 1 resignation of Susan Brown for
personal reasons.

Following a two-year stint in pub-
lic education in northern Virginia,
Ms. Judy, now 46, started work in the
Smyrna School District in 2005.

The move brought her closer to
Hartly and Dover, where she was
born and raised. She graduated from
Dover High School and now lives in
Smyrna with her husband and son.

Ms. Judy earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in social welfare from the Uni-
versity of Delaware and two master’s,
in education and counseling, from
Wilmington University.

She also holds certifications in mid-
dle-level education, gifted-and-tal-
ented education, special education,
principalship and superintendency.

And there’s plenty to manage in
Smyrna, a district with nearly 6,000
students, 1,000 employees and 40
open teaching positions — vacancies
that can fluctuate.

Further — with the transition
of Clayton Intermediate School to
Clayton Middle and an addition to
North Smyrna Elementary all com-
ing in fall 2026 — more expansion
is on the way. A new intermediate

SMyvirna

hool Distrnict g

Aministraliong

l'mulallnf:

roles. PHOTO COURTESY OF SMYRNA SCHOOL DISTRICT

school will arrive in fall 2027, too.

But, similar to other school dis-
tricts, recruitment and retention is a
significant challenge in Smyrna, and
Ms. Judy said this month’s failed ref-
erendum “means our salaries will con-
tinue to lag neighboring districts’.”

“We need to be able to compete,
and without additional funds, we will
continue to struggle,” she explained.

On the other hand, there’s plenty
to be inspired by at the district’s fa-
cilities.

B

/ §

New superintendent Deborah Judy has worked in the Smyrna School District for 20 years in a variety of

“I love the community of the
Smyrna School District,” Ms. Judy
said. “I chose this district to raise my
son. I've lived and worked here long
enough that former students of mine
are now parents, teachers and even
administrators in our schools.

“It brings me joy and pride to
watch them grow and thrive.”

She also calls the staff her “chosen
family.”

“I have worked alongside so many
of them in multiple schools and offic-

es. Some are colleagues of my hus-
band’s or close friends or teachers of
my son,” Ms. Judy continued.

“Everything about the support we
give each other in good times and
not-so-good times made me want to
lead this school district. I strive to be
the leader our students, staff and fam-
ilies can count on.”

When it comes to her management
style, she cited service, dedication
and personal connections, adding, “I
believe that every team member is in-
tegral to our success. I strive to make
each person feel valued, and it starts
with knowing their names, their sto-
ries, their families and their goals.”

Like any organization, Ms. Judy
said the district can make improve-
ments.

“Student achievement and staff re-
cruitment and retention are goals that
will always be on the list,” she noted.

Ms. Judy provided no comment on
the November 2024 arrests of three
district employees on offenses of en-
dangering the welfare of a child, in-
cidents that allegedly occurred at a
Smyrna school.

During her off-time, Ms. Judy en-
joys watching her son, sophomore
Gray Judy, play football and lacrosse
for Smyrna High and her husband
coach both sports there.

Additionally, “I have three bull-
dogs. When I was the principal at
Sunnyside Elementary School, I
brought my first bulldog, Frank, to
school with me.”

Joining her fondness of the Smyrna
School District is her passion for the
area as a whole.

“My time outside of my job is gen-
erally still spent in the community. I
really do love this place.”

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reachea

at 302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org.
Follow @DSNAnderson on X.
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\ N 7 ’ Make Yourself at HomeWell
H"me e 11 Do you want to make a difference

CARE SERVICES in someone’s life?

Trusted care and true compassion How about working in a friendly,
delivered to your loved one’s doorstep professional, and supportive agency?

Ef:;‘fn‘ilt{cgﬁs iiﬁiﬁﬁ‘;’ig \ We are hiring caregivers, home health aides,
your family with o ) N and CNAs for all three counties in Delaware!
fgﬁ;%?: l;i;iri?:: _a = | \‘\\"\ \ Must be 18 or older and have 1year of verifiable experience
all from the comfort . { : \ caring for an adult to qualify!

Competltlve Weekly Pay, PTO and Other Benefits!
Sign-on Bonuses Also Available!

Smyrna, DE Georgetown, DE

302-663-2586 302-467-3443

KEEPING
LITTLE TEETH
HEALTHY

Dental Exams | Dental Cleanings | Dental Crowns | Dental Sealants
Extractions | Sedation Options | White Fillings | X-Rays and More!

MAKE THIS YOUR CHILD'S DENTAL HOME
From Middletown to Millsboro, we offer:

BUSINESS

of home. ‘ 9 2
." Veteran Owned N

Have you been diagnosed with Diabetes,

PreDiabetes or High Blood Pressure?
Focus now has specialty programs
to help with these diagnoses!

FREE DELIVERY

o Locally Owned and Operated by Dr. Tee Warren

o Easy Prescription Transfer ? : li.ﬁ
o Specializing in Diabetes Care A O v

o Specializing in Supplements for 's}?“:" - Comprehensive dental care of toddlers to teens
Pain. Anxiety. Sleep. CBD = Minimally invasive treatments
. Y P, \ - Child centered dental care in a friendly environment

= Sedation options
= Walk-ins and emergencies are welcome

BOR=-471-8046 CALLUSORVISITUSONLINE
302-315-2019 - DelPd.com L~
117 E. Gl d Ave.
£ Smym:'.‘,“;‘?gw;e  625N. DuPont Bivd, Milford A Delaware
focuspharmacyde.com PHARMACY f\ﬁfdepediatricdentist ®in PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
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Smyrna library closes doors for larger location

New site will open
in mid- to late May

By Craig Anderson
Middletown Smyrna Independent

SMYRNA — As the longtime
location closure neared a bit-
tersweet feeling surrounded the
Smyrna Public Library.

That’s according to director Pat
Young regarding the library’s short
move in the historic downtown area.

“The overall feedback I'm hearing
from people is they love this cozy,
quaint, homey library but are very
much looking forward to the new
library and all the huge space,” she
said.

The library at 107 S. Main St.
closed March 15 and the new loca-
tion at 22 S. Main St. is scheduled to
open in mid- to late May.

After the closing, according to a li-
brary Facebook post, “(I)f you have
materials to return or require comput-
er or printing services, you will need
to visit another public library in the
state.

“The closest libraries include Do-
ver Public Library, Appoquinimink
Community Library (Middletown),
and Corbit-Calloway Public Library
(Odessa).”

The 2,500-square-foot Smyrna
Public Library will be renamed and
replaced by the 22,000-square-foot
Duck Creek Regional Library. All
but one of the 10 current staff will
transfer to the new site and the other
is retiring.

Ms. Young said the process of
moving just over 23,000 books to the
new library would take two weeks.

The library opened in the down-
town area in 1858 and moved to its
current location in 1869. The town-
owned space will be transferred to the
Smyrna Opera House next door.

i
£
i

Karen Surles shares her thoughts on the Smyrna Public Library before its closure. For video with this
story, visit baytobaynews.com. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

The independent library is sup-
ported by the State of Delaware,
Kent and New Castle counties, local
municipalities and donations

Richard Y. Johnson & Son is the
contractor for the approximately $17
million project building the new li-
brary and construction is expected to
be completed in April. It was funded
by a state bond, American Rescue
Plan Act money and private dona-
tions during an 18-year quest by sup-
porters.

For information, email friendsof-
duckcreeklibrary@gmail.com or visit
Friends of Duck Creek Regional Li-
brary.

Library’s MayFest in Odessa
set for May 3

ODESSA — The Corbit-Callo-
way Memorial Library, Delaware’s
oldest free library, will host its 12th
annual MayFest on Saturday, May 3,
a news release said.

The event, scheduled from 9 a.m.

to 3 p.m., will feature local crafters,
vendors, food, games, inflatables,
and children’s activities. Highlights
include live music, a petting zoo,
train rides, costumed characters, and
a large book sale sponsored by the
Friends of the Corbit-Calloway Me-
morial Library. A raffle, offering more
than 100 prizes, will also be available.
Admission is free; tickets for special
amusements will be sold separately.

MayFest annually attracts thou-
sands of visitors and supports the
library’s summer reading program,
which helps prevent educational
setbacks during school vacation and
provides cultural and educational ac-
tivities for local youth, a news release
said.

Free shuttle service to and from
MayFest will be available from the
Old State Elementary School cam-
pus at 580 Tony Marchio Drive,
Townsend.

For information, visit corbitcallo-
way.lib.de.us or call 302-378-8838.

I| | 1

A
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The Smyrna Public Library was at its now-closed
location since 1869. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPEN-
DENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

Smyrna Public Library Director Pat Young stands
amongst books. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/
CRAIG ANDERSON
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LUNCH - DINNER = TAKE AWAY : DOCKING AVAILABLE = IN-HOUSE CATERED PARTIES

S Thursday- Sunday =

“Closed Monday-Wednesday = SOOTHIKE YOUER “1.” BEINGE

Experience the perfect
getaway at Healing
Hands Spa, where
your wellness is

our top concern. WW

Highlighting:
. We are delighted to
\ ) - _ From relaxing rovid dlg sl * Aromatherapy
2 STARS OF Ny i ’ AT ST | A S LS LS massages
= DALNAGE S W 7 Sl 3 massages to for teachers,

* Thai massage

revitalizing body {50 SRR TS -
(a new service

treatments, we are professmnals and

. . we are offering)
dedicated to helping military « Full-bod
you feel your absolute e Scrutl,ls & v(\)erps

best.
Healing Hands Spa

4411 Summit Bridge Rd., Middletown, DE 19709

(302) 897-9822

20895 BAYSIDE AVE. < ROCK HALL, MD 21661  410-639-9996 * harborshack@yahoo.com

THETRUSTED CHOICE | @/,

Getting over a major medical crisis isn’t easy, but a trusted provider

can help ease the burden. At our hospital, we create rehabilitation

programs that are specifically designed for each patient’s needs,

using advanced technology and innovative treatments to maximize |
recovery. It's why so many people and their caregivers choose us.

And why we are the trusted choice of a growing number of medical
professionals.
— \ ! 5 , Eﬂ’
= Encompass Health g :
Rehabilitation Hospital of Middletown . " -
encompasshealth.com/middletownrehab ‘E _~_-e'_,:
302.208.5472 g

©2024:Encompass Health Corporation:MyTurn
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Officials outline plans for Mlddletown area growth

By Craig Anderson
Middletown Smyrna Independent

MIDDLETOWN — The annu-
al Spring Business Luncheon drew
an attentive crowd of 200 attendees
April 16.

Insight from state and town lead-
ership came at the start of the Mid-
dletown Area Chamber of Com-
merce’s gathering at Middletown
Memorial Hall.

In public remarks, CJ Bell out-
lined the priorities for helping com-
panies thrive in what he said were
challenging economic times.

The atmosphere, according to the
director of the Delaware Small Busi-
ness Administration, involves “un-
fortunately a very volatile market.

“If you look at the federal climate
it’s not been great (and) you see
some things happening at the state
level as well but our job is to make
sure that every hour you spend here
with us that’s taking an hour away
from your job ... so we want to make
sure we give you the support you
need.”

According to Mr. Bell, “I feel
strongly that you don’t know what
you don’t know.

“All of us have dealt with some
sort of obstacle we have had to over-
come from generation to generation
and in order to grow we need to take
a dynasty mindset.

“What does that mean? Anybody
that comes after me in my role, in
my background shouldn’t have to go
through the same obstacles I went
through.

“I'm pretty sure a lot of you feel
the same way. So me personally,
there’s no reason that a business
that starts today should have to go
through the same troubles a business
that started five, six years ago (did).

“It just doesn’t make sense to me.
What are we doing? Are we actual-
ly learning from the lessons and the

Middletown Area Chamber of Commerce members chat during the annual Spring Business Luncheon

April 16. For video with this story, visit baytobaynews.com. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDER-

SON

|

Brandon Phillips of New York Life, left, meets
with Middletown Area Chamber of Commerce
Membership Engagement Coordinator Stephanie
Dawkins. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG
ANDERSON

programs that we’re putting out?

“So again, outreach is not just so-
cial media posting about who we are,
what we do but it’s also ensuring that
you all have the resources that you
need in order to thrive in the state of
Delaware.”

Middletown Mayor Ken Branner
spoke next, detailing progress on
projects including residential com-
munities, roadway expansion, com-
mercial properties and more. All of

|
Joe Kaluzny of Evolution Karate Academy, left,
is next to Charles Ringgold of Salt of the Earth
Cave. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDER-
SON
the ventures were approved by the
town and ready to begin construc-
tion within six months, he said.

The preview included Christi-
anaCare plans to expand its space,
according to the mayor. Construc-
tion on an ambulance surgi-center is
scheduled to begin in the first quar-
ter of 2026, Mayor Branner said.

Adding  affordable  housing
through the coming expansion is a
must since “that is the biggest de-
mand in the state of Delaware,” he
said.

Middletown Mayor Ken Branner provided
updates on growth within the town. viDDLETOWN
SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

Delaware Division of Small Business Director CJ
Bell outlines priorities on April 16. MIDDLETOWN
SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

The $1.3 billion Wuxi Pharma-
ceutical facility, with seven build-
ings in its complex, is expected to
open in 2027 and employ a work-
force of 1,200, the mayor said.

Also, the chamber affirmed the
addition of Bryan Bookout, Lauren
DiRenzo, Eric Mays, Beth Ann Oli-
phant and Noah Lux to its board of
directors.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached at

302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org. Follow
@DSNAnderson on X.
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2,500 Pieces of Amish Poly Furniture

1IN S'I' ©O C K for MMEDIATE DELIVERY! LOWEST PRICES Anywhere

- on Comparable Product Picnic Tables, Dining Sets, Adirondack Chairs, Gliders and So Much More!
AT MARYLAND SHORE AUCTIONEERS AFFORDABLE DELIVERY TO 5 STATES & WASHINGTON, D.C.

6’ SURFBOARD
TABLES $599 ea

Rockers. i , o Yo
— AL g o : Saddle Stools

Black or White : == R . ‘
3299 ea.  am : B Swivel Glider ; ‘ w/Back $249 ea.

AII Other Colors o Rockers | 2 k g i | ‘ s Saddle Stools
3349 ea. Mission Garden Bench $450 ‘ $629 ea. ' wo/Back $2179 ea.

12 Months (., IN-STOCK ADIRONDACKS $239 ea

. INTEREST | g o
Octagon Picnic Table with == A Qe 0.0 Money Can Buy!
Attached Benches $1499 F R E E T c W NO UPCHARGE
, { ./ \ R WN ¢ onIN-STOCK
Bar/Serving | 1 .
= Counters $999 \ C‘ Sl . qr FOLDING or
“ FINANCING (AERAEN -~
o Match i 9 : for 2025

WITH SYNCH RONY BANK

' Extra Large y w i _7 = Rollback
Mission Fanback ‘ > (RSB i Large i = or Fanback
Pub Stools \ Dining Swivel ‘ Redctan%lljlar ﬁ Fanback g " or 30" 1= Style
from ?’ Chairs ! Chairs > Side Table X ¥ Pub Chairs A Rockers
P 249 ea. $199 ea. ] $549ea. | $369 ea. . $299 ea.

- # Round
4§ Fanback
§ Cafe Sets

Conversatio

FANBACK DINING MISSION DINING Large 4484 Tables " Coffee Table |

Side Chairs $239 ea. Side Chairs $799 ea. Available in Pub or Dining Height
44x44 Table $649 44x44 Table $649 $999-$1,099 ea. $329 ea.

ot Maryland Shore Auctioneer’s Hours: Monday-Saturday [JliF ¥ 7o
CHESTERTOWN ANTIQUE  10:00am - 5:00pm SALES TAX

*Prices shown reflect a discount for

” & FURNITURE CENTER Cash, Check or Debit Card.

; . . 410778, Prices shown are for all in-stock
6612 Church Hill Rd. « Chestertown, MD 21620 - 410-778-5777 colors and custom ordering of any On out of state

” www.ChestertownFurniture.com standard color deliveries.
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Three vying for Appoqumlmmk school board seat

By Craig Anderson
Middletown Smyrna Independent

MIDDLETOWN — The Ap-
poquinimink School Board election
is set for May 13 and includes three
candidates vying for one seat.

Chuck Boyce, Sandhya Celes-
tin-Brown and Tim Higgins are seek-
ing the at-large four-year term that
expires June 30, 2029.

Ms. Celestin-Brown and Mr. Hig-
gins provided answers to emailed
questions. Mr. Boyce did not respond
as of deadline.

Answers were edited due to space
considerations.

The candidates are seeking to fill
the seat of school board member Mi-
chelle Wall, whose term expires this
year.

Voting runs from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
at Bunker Hill, Cedar Lane, Olive
B. Loss, Old State, Silver Lake and
Townsend elementary schools, along
with Middletown High and Marion
Proffitt Training Center.

School board members include
president Richard Forsten, vice presi-
dent Tashiba Graham, Norm Abrams
and Nichelle DeWitt.

For information, visit elections.
delaware.gov.

Sandhya Celestin-Brown

Why do you want to serve on the
Appoquinimink Board of Educa-
tion?

As a first-generation American,
[ learned early on what assimilating
meant. [ believed that to belong, I
had to change parts of my identity,
starting with my name. A teacher
once told me to go by “Cynthia” be-
cause it would make it easier to fit in.
As a child, I trusted that guidance.

But as I grew older, I realized that
true belonging should never come at
the cost of who we are. This experi-
ence shaped my passion for education
and my commitment to making sure

\n P o
Sandyha Celestin-Brown is running for a seat on
the Appoquinimink School Board of Education.
PHOTO COURTESY OF SHANNON WOODLOE

no student feels they must change to
be accepted.

Children are deeply influenced by
the adults they trust and as a school
board member, I want to ensure that
influence is used to uplift, empower
and embrace the unique identities of
every student.

Education should be a place of
growth, not a place where identity
is erased. Today, as government pol-
icies attempt to dictate what can be
read in classrooms, where students
should go to use the restroom, and
who gets access to education, it is
more important than ever to focus on
what truly matters: our children.

Politics should not distract from
the core mission of education.

I never imagined stepping into this
role, but I am here because I know we
must do more. My name is Dr. Sand-
hya Celestin-Brown and I am run-
ning for Appoquinimink school board
because I am committed to ensuring
that the assimilation of all transplant
students is a smooth process.

I want to place a stronger focus
on mental health and well-being ap-
proaches in the classroom for our
students. I desire to increase the em-

" R SL‘HDI]L BUS B

Buses park at Everett Meredith Middle School
in Middletown on the first day of school Sept. 3,
2024. DAILY STATE NEWS FILE PHOTO/CRAIG ANDERSON

phasis on safety within the learning
environment for all students and the
freedom to learn.

I believe that there should be firm
support of parents and family engage-
ment in the educational journey. And
lastly, I want to serve on the school
board because I want to be an advo-
cate for financial accountability and
transparency for all stakeholders.

What qualifications would you
bring to the table?

I earned my Ph.D. in social work
from Widener University, which pro-
vided me with a deep understanding
of human behavior, mental health
and evidence-based interventions. I
hold several professional licenses and
certifications, including Licensed
Chemical Dependent Professional
and Licensed Social Worker.

I have actively participated in var-
ious workshops and training sessions
focused on areas such as:

+ Substance use disorders and
treatment modalities

+ Trauma-informed care

+ Cultural competency and diver-
sity training

+ Crisis intervention strategy

What are the biggest challenges
facing the Appoquinimink School
District?

Addressing the whole person.

Empowering educators.

Protecting the freedom to learn
and promoting inclusion.

‘What would be your biggest prior-
ities over the next four years?

Student Advocacy.

Community Liaison.

Steward of Public Funds.

Which three people do you most
admire?

God. My Mother. My husband.

What’s the last book you read?

The last book I read was “Crucial
Conversations” by Joseph Grenny,
Kerry Patterson, Ron McMillan, Al
Switzler and Emily Gregory.

Tim Higgins

Why do you want to serve on the
Appoquinimink Board of Educa-
tion?

My reason for wanting to is deeply
rooted, to give back to a community
that was there for my family when it
needed it most.

When our oldest son Shane was
eagerly anticipating graduation from
eighth grade at (Alfred G. Waters
Middle School) he was diagnosed
with acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
His diagnosis and recovery are for
a different time, but his former and
current teachers’ support embedded
in me a deep debt of gratitude to the
Appo community.

From hospital visits that included
messages from classmates and home-
made cookies to eventually coordi-
nating homebound instruction, giv-
ing extra support for our younger two
so we could focus more time on our
son, made me realize how multifac-
eted and important a public school
community can be. The reason why
I believe I should serve is because I
have the skills, experiences and em-
pathy to help Appo overcome its
unique challenges.

See School Board— Page 15



BaytoBayNews.com | A MONTHLY COMPANION TO THE DAILY STATE NEWS | Middletown Smyrna Independent | April / May 2025 15

School Board

Continued From Page 14

What qualifications would you
bring to the table?

My experience as a parent to three
unique Appo and very different stu-
dents has allowed me to understand
and witness the intricate blend of
challenges and strengths that make
up our school community. Owning
and running a business for over 30
years, I have successfully developed
budgets that prioritize fiscal responsi-
bility by not only balancing anticipat-
ed expenses but also anticipating and
allocating funds for unforeseen, yet
predictable, circumstances. I've been
involved in various organizations.

I served on the finance committee
and headed the Ministers of Hos-
pitality at Saint Margaret’s. [ was
president of Canal Little League and
served on its board for five years. I
also participated in campaigns for
The Leukemia and Lymphoma So-

HicKkory Stick
_ A Unigue ",

NAUTICAL e GIFTS ¢ JEWELRY
WOMEN’S APPAREL

Tim Higgins is running for a seat on the Appoqui-
nimink School Board of Education. PHOTO COURTESY
OF TIM HIGGINS

ciety.

Working with and leading these
various non-compensated boards
taught me how to strike a balance be-
tween working with volunteers and
recognizing their invaluable contri-
butions while doing a crucial job such
as running a school board.

21326 E Sharp St, Rock Hall, MD

Open 7 days a week

Why should voters choose you
over your opponents?

I believe that besides being the
most well-balanced candidate run-
ning, I am the only candidate who
has or has had children in the Appo
School District.

More to the point, I am the only
candidate who’s had children ever
attend any public school. I am not
judging a family’s decision. If Lori
and I had the resources, I cannot say
for certain we would not have at least
thought of enrolling our kids in a pri-
vate school.

However, our family’s time in the
Appoquinimink School District has
spanned over 20 consecutive years,
comprised of over 35 individual
school years and counting. In those
years, we’ve utilized or have been a
part of various different programs at
Appo. From kids being inducted into
the Honor Society and having hon-
ors classes to going to [.E.P. meetings
to discuss unmet accommodations.
These experiences are invaluable re-

sources to draw from when creating
policy, evaluating programs or simply
being able to listen to an emotional or
frustrated parent with the empathy of
another parent who has been there.

What are the biggest challenges
facing the Appoquinimink School
District?

Quality of education our students
are receiving.

Fiscal challenges.

What would be your biggest pri-
orities over the next four years?

Improve our classroom learning
environment.

Fiscal responsibility.

Support our students with special
needs.

Which three people do you most
admire?

My son Shane. My mom. My
brother Mike.

What’s the last book you read?

“Red Dragon.”

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reachea

at 302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org.
Follow @DSNAnderson on X.

it

410-639-7980

10am-5pm

thehickorystick.com

Handbags

Best Gift Shop



16 April / May 2025 | Middletown Smyrna Independent | AMONTHLY COMPANION TO THE DAILY STATE NEWS | BaytoBayNews.com

Carry the Load to visit VFW post in Smyrna

By Craig Anderson
Middletown Smyrna Independent

SMYRNA — This year’s Carry
the Load visit comes with a little ex-
tra incentive for attendees.

On May 2, host Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 8801 has also invited
veterans resource organizations for an
informational fair.

Combining the events makes
sense, according to past post com-
mander Chuck Mankin.

“The VFW motto is ‘Nobody
Does More for Vets.” So, we want to
do more for vets. We’ll have great re-
sources present,” he said.

“These are things that will help you
if you're struggling or not working.
We’re working to get some unions out
here, who will hire vets and give them
some purpose.”

The Carry the Load contingent
has visited the post every year since
2021. Its members journey through
the United States via bus, making
stops and walking to honor veterans
and first responders.

According to Carry the Load’s
website, it’s a “non-profit organiza-
tion that exists to preserve the sanc-
tity of Memorial Day through com-
munity gatherings and storytelling to
unite Americans in appreciation for
the sacrifices made by a few who car-
ried the load for all.”

The May 2 gathering will run from
8:30 a.m. to noon at the post, 4941
Wheatleys Pond Road.

“This has really become a feath-
er in our cap, that we do this for the
community,” Mr. Mankin said. “It
gets us out there and says, ‘Hey, look
at us and what we’re doing.””

An event brochure reads, “We’ll
walk and gather as a community to
reflect, connect, and show our sup-
port for our nation’s heroes. Enjoy
food, inspirational speakers and a

Chuck Mankin and Arlene Collier-Mankin display a Carry the Load flyer for the May 2 event. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

walk to honor the fallen at this fam-
ily-friendly (program).”

Beginning at 9:25, walkers can
take 1.8- or 4.3-mile loops.

Mr. Mankin said the effort contin-
ues the post’s mission to affect local
residents in positive ways.

“We’ve gotten out in the commu-
nity and given back, which is a big
part of what the VFW does,” he said.

“The VFW, as a whole, has an im-
age problem. We are (seen as) an old
man’s drinking club, and we are not
that.

“We are a community service post.
We want to get that out there, that
‘Hey, if you’re not looking for just an-
other bar with cheap drinks, you can
come over to our post.” We do things.
We get out there.”

The VFW will host a team named

the “Smyrna-Clayton Patriots” for
the walk, and individuals can sign up,
as well.

There is no cost to participate in
the walk, Ms. Collier-Mankin said.

For information or to register, visit
carrytheload.org.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reachea

at 302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org.
Follow @DSNAnderson on X.
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THERE"S NO JACKPOT
WHEN YOU HAVE A
GAMBLING PROBLEM.

I never
thought I'd
borrow, hey
& steal

Gambling
is more
important
than my to cover my
family and gambling

friends. : debt.

Problem gambling can affect anyone.
Male or female. Young or old.
All races and creeds.
If you or a loved one has a gambling
problem, call us for help and support.
Services available statewide.

=

888.890.8888
24/1 - Free & Confidential

Local Drinks

% Diniats

We take pride in delivering great
food, value and service to ou
friends and neighbors here in

the community. Thanks for
supporting our family business!

Monday: $1 OFF Smash Burgers
Wednesday: $2 Tacos Noon-7pm
Thursday: $9.95 Lunch Sandwich
Friday: Seafood Night

Saturday: Flat Bread ‘
Sunday: Dollar Wings & S5 Tito's

Monday - 11am-5pm’
Tuesday and Wednesday
11am-10pm
Thursday - Saturday
11-12am
Sunday Noon-9pm

510 Jefferic Blvd., Dover
' (302) 659-2110

www.facebook.com/wolfiesgrilleandbar

BAR & GRILLE

2025 Tiracker ClassicLimited

W/50ELPT Mercury® FourStroke, Cover, Motor, & Trailer

TRACKER

e boats

« Factory-matched, performance-tested aluminum + All-aluminum, carpeted compartment lids for structural
propeller rigidity, tight fit & long-term durability
+ DIAMOND COAT™ 3.0 finish - an industry-exclusive + 800 GPH (3,028.33 LPH) bilge pump
powdercoat for brilliant durability + Stowable navigation lights
* Rugged, all-welded, 2-piece .100-gauge aluminum hull + 2 battery trays
w/pressed-in strakes & chines for structural strengh « Interstate® batteries: 1 cranking & 1 trolling
& handling + 12V trolling motor harness & receptacle

Wi
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e e ——— ——
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s -_TCARLISLE S MARINE, INC e

= Complete Discount Marine Store ==
”Sn_1yrna Business Park * 49 Artisan Drive, Smyrna

L o (302) 389-0100 - carlislesmarine.com-————
’ 3= Monday- Frlday 7 a.m. 5p m. Saturday 7 a.m.-Noon
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Mother Nurture business eases composting

Food scraps delivered
from Delaware to
Pennsylvania

By Craig Anderson
Middletown Smyrna Independent

SMYRNA — Tiffany Gaston aims
to improve the environment, one
5-gallon bucket at a time.

That’s why she started Mother
Nurture Composting Services, which
transports food scraps to Linvilla Or-
chards in Media, Pennsylvania, for
processing.

For $28 monthly, customers can
turn over their compostable waste
for conversion into a soil enrichment
product, reducing landfill waste, she
said.

Ms. Gaston drops off empty buck-
ets and picks them up full twice a
month. She added that, typically,
only one is needed per visit for a fam-
ily of five. Meat is the only scrap not
accepted.

The business began in late Febru-
ary, and Ms. Gaston says she has col-
lected 135 pounds of waste from four
customers so far.

Her main goal is decreasing air
pollutants.

“I've always liked the idea of com-
posting because 58% of methane
emissions come from food waste (in
landfills), and that seems like a very
easy problem to fix,” she said. “It
seems like low-hanging fruit, and that
kind of spoke to me, that maybe I
could do that.”

Ms. Gaston hopes to enroll at least
1,000 clients, “which would make a
huge impact on the Earth.”

Her environmental focus even
carries over to her advertising, as she
uses door hangers made of plant pa-
per to avoid waste. The hangers grow
into flowers once planted, she said.

While commercial composting

_ai

mother nurture
COMPOSTING SERVICES

DE-SW-2103
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Mother Nurture Composting Services owner Tiffany Gaston holds a bucket used to discard food waste.
For video with this story, visit baytobaynews.com. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

services are not allowed in Delaware
— which is why she travels to Penn-
sylvania — Ms. Gaston added that
she’s working with legislators to per-
haps bring changes.

“I would love to do it closer to
home since efficiency is my goal, and
bringing it all the way up to Pennsyl-
vania is not efficient,” she said.

“Also, I would love to be not the
only one doing it because it would

bring a huge impact in general.”

Ms. Gaston said she’s targeting the
Middletown and Smyrna areas with
her business.

For information, call 302-465-
6520, email mothernurturecompost@
gmail.com or visit mothernurture-
compost.com.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached

at 302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org.
Follow @DSNAnderson on X.

Mother Nurture Composting Services owner
Tiffany Gaston holds a advertising door hanger
made of plant paper. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPEN-
DENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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Potassium iodide tablets distributed in Middletown
Y

By Craig Anderson
Middletown Smyrna Independent

MIDDLETOWN — Distribution
of potassium iodide tablets designed
to protect against a highly unlikely
nuclear emergency was held on April
3.

The Delaware Emergency Man-
agement Agency oversaw the process
that ran from 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. at
Volunteer Hose Co..

The tablets were available to res-
idents near the Salem and Hope
Creek Nuclear Generation station in
Lower Alloways Creek, New Jersey.

The 10-mile Emergency Planning
Zone in Delaware is comprised of
four Emergency Response Planning
Areas:

+ Port Penn, Odessa, East of
Townsend, North Smyrna, and
South St. George’s Areas

+ Middletown, East of Townsend,
and North Smyrna Areas.

+ Delaware City, North Middle-
town, St. George’s, and Reybold Ar-
eas.

+ The Delaware River and Bay.

According to DEMA spokesper-
son Stephen Davis, there has never
been an incident “that would have
required any type of protective ac-
tion, including the use of (potassium
iodide) tablets.”

Mr. Davis added that “Nuclear
power generation has proven to be
extremely safe to our communities.

“Safety regulations and safety
measures built into the design of the
generation stations provide a ‘defense
in depth’ strategy that allows nuclear
generation stations to operate with an
extreme level of safety.”

If an incident occurred, Mr. Da-
vis said, the Emergency Alert Sys-
tem would send public notifications
through the Emergency Broadcast
System as well as alerts sent to cellu-
lar devices located in the Emergency
Planning Zone during the emergen-

cy.
Mr. Davis
said distribution
events typically

occur in April in
the Middletown
area and October
in the Townsend

area.
The program
began in 2002

and over 13,500
residents have ac-
quired more than
48,000 tablets for
free since 2019,
Mr. Davis said.

Also, he said,
“That  number
does not include
doses  provided
to local schools,
daycares, busi-
nesses and, med-
ical facilities in
the Emergency
Planning Zone.”

The tablet
program is a high
priority for the
agency’s emer-
gency prepared-
ness plans, Mr.
Davis said.

“DEMA takes
a whole commu-
nity  approach
to disaster pre-
paredness, mitigation and, response,”
he said.

“Part of community emergency
preparedness includes members of
the community having an emergency
kit and, (potassium iodide) doses are
an important part of that kit.”

A DEMA news release said that
Delaware residents living outside of
the 10-mile EPZ who would like to
obtain tablets should contact their
pharmacist. Potassium iodide is also

available over the counter at some lo-
cal pharmacies.

Also, DEMA said, potassium io-
dide is available to residents who have
received it previously and whose tab-
lets have reached their expiration
date, as well as those who never re-
ceived tablets before.

Potassium iodide does not protect
against external radiation but can
help protect the thyroid gland from
ingested or inhaled radioactive iodine

SUPPOR!

that might be released in a radiation
emergency, DEMA said.

The State of Delaware receives the
tablets through a program initiated by
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission.

For additional information, call
302-659-3362 or visit PrepareDE.org
or dema.delaware.gov.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached at

302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org. Follow
@DSNAnderson on X.
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Middlgtown Hrea Chamber of Commeree

Middigtown ired

Promoting business and enhancing the quality of life in the Southern New Castle County area.

May 7*" 2025 | 12:00pm - 1:00pm
22 W. Main Street

THE FINER POINTS

BUSINESS ETIGQUETTE

Business Dining &
Strategic Networking

Date: May 23rd 2025
Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm

Presilah Davis has spent over a decade as a working actor,

where she’s learned the art of effective communication, personal
branding, and emotional intelligence. In an industry where making
connections and leaving a lasting impression are crucial, she has
quickly understood the power of presenting herself authentically
and reading the room to connect with people on a deeper level.
Now, she’s excited to use these skills to help others succeed in
their careers by teaching them how to communicate confidently,
build their personal brand, and develop the emotional intelligence
that strengthens every relationship.

Master Professionalism: Real Skills Real Connections, Real Success

“Lunch & Learn

Presented By: Presilah Davis,
Certified Business Etiquette Trainer

Friday, May 23

Location: 12:00pm - 1:00pm
MACC Office —— i

egister online
65:1 N. Broad Street @ maccde.com/events
Suite 106

Middletown, DE 19709

Registration Costs: $10.00
Proceeds donated to MACC Foundation Scholarship

Middletown Area Chamber
651 N. Broad Street, Suite 106

www.discoverthefinerpoints.com
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Middigtown frea Chamber of Commerce

dedluown rgd

Promoting business and enhancing the quality of life in the Southern New Castle County area.

M.O.T. Community Night
At the Blue Rocks

STTTTET R
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§ O 0] ""‘T‘”W{’ < .'f 3 Tuesday, June 17th
}_ias;?mmsi AN e e PR NSV L e Game Time: 6:30 p.m.

et n oy ﬁi, |

e e .
é£ SR é_li WllmlngtogsBlue Rocks

Asheville Tourists
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MIDDLETOWN AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  20™ ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP

GOLF TOURNAMENT

THURSDAY, JULY 17TH - ODESSA NATIONAL GOLF CLUB

EVENT DETAILS
$150 / INDIVIDUAL  $500 / FOURSOME

REGISTRATION INCLUDES:
Green Fees, Cart, Lunch, Networking social,
Dinner, Beverages & Prizes

SCRAMBLE FORMAT
11:00 Shot Gun Start

=1 B Cha N e REGISTER: MACCDE.COM/EVENTS
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BUSINESS OPENINGS

Meineke Car Care opens
Smyrna location

SMYRNA — The Central Del-
aware Chamber of Commerce on
March 25 hosted a ribbon-cutting
ceremony for Meineke Car Care’s
new location at 5700 Dupont Park-
way.

Chamber members and friends
joined the owners, Mike Keeley and
Jennifer Keeley for light refreshments
and take-away gifts to celebrate the
opening of this new business.

According to a chamber news re-
lease, Meineke Smyrna’s mission is to
provide complete auto repair services
and maintenance while building on-
going and trusting customer relation-
ships.

Owner Jennifer Keeley said that
“We want to provide a clean, com-
fortable environment, with a friendly,

- —t

e —

professional staff, and a center fully
equipped to provide all the products
and services on the Meineke menu.”

The new location offers a wide
range of preventative maintenance
and car repair services - anything
from simple oil changes to brakes to
engine replacements. Plus, it offers
complete digital vehicle inspection
that produces detailed information
to help their customers make the best
decisions on their car care, the release
said.

According to the release, the Kee-
leys were looking for an area where
they could open multiple store loca-
tions and develop their business and
fell in love with Smyrna.

“Central Delaware is growing, and
it seemed like the perfect fit for us,”
Ms. Keeley said.

To show their support to the local
community, they offer a 10% dis-

TR e

The Central Delaware Chamber of Commerce on March 25 hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony for
Meineke Car Care’s new location at 5700 Dupont Parkway in Smyrna. PHOTO COURTESY OF CENTRAL DELAWARE

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

count to first responders, active-duty
military and members of the Central
Delaware Chamber of Commerce,
the release said.

For information on the location or
to schedule an appointment, call 302-
894-8828 or meineke.com/locations.

Cardiology Physicians
expands to Middletown

MIDDLETOWN — Cardiology
Physicians opened its newest location
at 1050 Industrial Drive.

A news release said “This expan-
sion reflects our commitment to pro-
viding high-quality cardiovascular
care to more patients in the region,
offering state-of-the-art diagnostic
and treatment options in a convenient
new setting.”

According to Cardiology Physi-
cians, the new Middletown office

L,

( ~ (CARDIOLOGY

will offer a full range of cardiolo-
gy services, including preventative
screenings, diagnostic testing, and
advanced treatment options for heart
and vascular conditions.

“Patients can expect the same ex-
pert care and compassionate service
that Cardiology Physicians is known
for,” the release said.

Also, according to Michael Weeks,
Marketing and Community Outreach
Director of Cardiology Physicians, in
the release, “We are thrilled to bring
our team of experienced cardiologists
and dedicated healthcare profession-
als to Middletown.

“Our goal is to ensure that patients
have access to top-tier cardiovascular
care close to home.”

Appointments at the new location
are now available. To schedule a visit
or learn more, call 1-302-994-3278
or visit cardiocppa.com.

T —
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Cardiology Physicians opened an office in Middletown on March 31. PHOTO COURTESY OF CARDIOLOGY PHYSI-

CIANS
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NOMINATIONS

ARE NOW OPEN!

Stars of Delaware is an exciting honor for your favorite local businesses to be awarded the top
prize in their category.

Nominate your favorites as many times as you want in as many categories as you want, just be
sure to complete your nominations by the end of the day on Friday, May 19. Remember...the more
nominations they receive, the more likely it is that they will appear on the voting ballot. It's easy to
do. Simply choose a category, and fill in the details.

All winners will be honored at a special event this September and will have the opportunity to say
Thank You to your supporters in the Stars of Delaware Keepsake publishing September 7.

L@t’ o .. Vote online at:
MWW StarsOfDelaware.com

Stars of Delaware Entertainment Sponsor: Presented by:
iy, DAILY
CHESAPEAK / \ S’I\ATE
mmAKE) Z NEWS
SANDPIPER .
ENERGY Port of Independent Newsmedio, e, Us at wBAY TOBayNews.com

Interested in learning how your business or organization can participate in Stars of Delaware?

Contact Adsupport@iniusa.org or 302-741-8200
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It is important that your contact information is current in
our systems.

There are times when we will send out robo calls to
notify residents of changes, updates, or a general
message. Give us a call at 302-653-9231 and +

speak to a Customer Service Representative /A

whenever your phone number changes,
7

or you want to add a =
secondary number. STOWNof =
¢ ’ DELAWARE

You can also sign up for our free weekly e-newsletter. We work hard to
keep the public informed and this is just one more way to stay up-to-date
with changes, events, employment opportunities, Efficiency Smart savings,
and more. To sign up, Visit smyrna.delaware.gov. You can also visit our
Facebook page for daily postings and read our latest news on our website.

?
CELEBRATING { 2 YEARS IN .BUSINES :

SAN RO

Fl‘ 4 .v ‘7 SYARSOF ) : 4
/ IDEIFAWARE;

SAMBOS |

c@TAVERN w@ =

CRABS
NO ONE UNDER 21 ADMITTED CARRY OUT AVAILABLE

283 Front St., Leipsic, DE « 302-674-9724

Open Monday-Saturday 9am-9pm ¢ Closed Sunday

Smyrna
Town Man-
ager Torie
James, left,
and George
Coates
presented
evidence
at Town

\ Hallon

~ April 8. For
' video with
this story,
visit bayto-
baynews.
com. MIDDLE-
TOWN SMYRNA
¥ INDEPENDENT/
" CRAIG ANDER-
& SON

Residency issue ends
candidate’s bid for office

By Craig Anderson
Middletown Smyrna Independent

SMYRNA — By a 3-1 vote on
April 8 Smyrna Town Council mem-
bers ended the bid of a mayoral can-
didate over residency issues.

George Coates was determined
to be ineligible to run for mayor af-
ter roughly 75 minutes of discussion
capped by the vote.

Mr. Coates maintained that a
property he owned in the 200 block
of North Main Street and was restor-
ing should qualify as a domicile and
allow him to run for office.

Council members Dean John-
son, Corrine Upshur and Michael
Rasmussen disagreed, while Wil-
liam Pressley Sr. was in favor of Mr.
Coates staying on the ballot for the
election on April 29.

Smyrna Town Manager Torrie
James said he investigated the mat-
ter after receiving calls from residents
and determined Mr. Coates was inel-
igible to run for mayor.

Mr. James offered his thoughts
when addressing Town Council prior
to the vote as did Mr. Coates when
advocating to remain on the ballot.

The decision left current Coun-

cil member Tabitha Gott as the only
person on the mayoral ballot. She did
not attend the hearing.

Afterward, Mr. Coates repeated
his contention that he met the town’s
domicile requirements but would not
contest the decision.

“I will be a part of Smyrna,” he
said. “I am a part of Smyrna. I live
here, I play here, I eat here, I sleep
here and it’s a travesty this is going on
and it’s just a mess.”

Before discussion began, Mayor
Robert Johnson and Council member
Alvin Pope recused themselves from
the proceedings.

For Town Council, incumbent Mr.
Rasmussen is vying to retain his at-
large seat, with challenges from Ms.
Miles, Deborah Camaratta and Ken
Olson.

Nelson Drew Jr. is running unop-
posed for the District 1 seat.

Voting will take place from 7 a.m.
to 8 p.m. at Town Hall, 27 S. Market
Street Plaza.

Election winners will be sworn in
May 8.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached at

302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org. Follow
@DSNAnderson on X.
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This festival promises a delightful fusion of history, culture, and flavor. It's a weekend filled with colonial charm, where
every sip of tea is steeped in tradition and every step echoes with the spirit of 1774.

Immerse yourself in the festivities as live music fills the air, artisanal crafts beckon from the marketplace, and historical
reenactors bring the past to life right before your eyes. From delicious food to lively entertainment, there's something for
everyone to enjoy.

Don't miss your chance to participate in this unforgettable celebration.
Join the Revolution at the Chestertown Tea Party Festival

PLAN YOUR ADVENTURE Mﬂ\y 2‘5~25’ 2025 L |
KENTCOUNTY.COM/VISITORS OODO P EIanc
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Smyrna School District seeks input after referendum failure

By Craig Anderson

Middletown Smyrna Independent

CLAYTON — Smyrna School
District officials are undecided on
their next steps after a $5.4 million
referendum was rejected March 15.

At a school board meeting on
March 19, members voiced concern
about how the decision would affect
students and asked for the public’s
help in finding solutions.

The referendum requested funds
to hire staff, add security measures
and more. The unofficial vote was
2,152 against and 1,467 in favor.

During the gathering at Clayton
Intermediate School, board of educa-
tion member Jonathan Snow talked
about the entity’s next move.

“I think we don’t know current-
ly what the path forward is or what
the direction is we’re going to go,” he
explained. “It would be a lie to say
we’re never going to (have) a referen-
dum at some point, but we have no
idea when (or for what).

“If you have a brilliant idea, please
do not hesitate to reach out to one of
us, all of us.”

Member Dr. Charlie Wilson point-
ed to “lies and conspiracies” that he
said fueled resistance.

“So, if you decided you were
against the referendum, I challenge
you to put the same energy into
helping us find solutions,” he urged.
“There’s no pot of money that we’re

Smyrna School District superintendent Deborah
Judy speaks at the board of education meeting
on March 19 at Clayton Intermediate School. For
video with this story, visit baytobaynews.com.
MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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Smyrna school board members Dr. Charlie
Wilson and Bobbi Jo Webber sit in on the meeting
on March 19. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG
ANDERSON

just hiding. It takes resources to be a
good district. It’s not going to happen
on its own.”

Christopher Scuse, another board

member, also expressed regret.

“Being frank and honest, (I) was
really disappointed by the margin
that it was lost. So, I can understand
... that everyone is getting hurt by the
cost of living going up (and) other
taxes that you don’t have a choice in
going up ... and wages not going up at
the same rate,” he added.

“I completely understand that and
think we all feel that, and so what I
would say is, we don’t take it lightly
to ask for a referendum, and if there is
another way forward, we try to make
it work.”

Mr. Scuse went on to say that the
district is paying educators $10,000-
$15,000 less annually than others,
making recruiting and retention
problematic. He pointed out that
there are 40 educator positions un-
filled in Smyrna, an issue that may
remain due to lower salaries.

“So, that’s an unfortunate part,
and the scary part is that the ones that
suffer are our children,” he said.

For her part, superintendent Deb-

orah Judy — whose interim status
as the district’s leader was removed
Wednesday — said she agreed

“wholeheartedly” with board mem-
bers and thanked those who pushed
for the referendum in the community.

“I think our campaign was amaz-
ing because it highlighted all the in-
credible things we do in the Smyrna
School District, and I know from my

office, it is my pledge to continue
to do that, continue showing all the
great things we do every single day,”
she said.

On March 16, the district released
a statement that expresses “heartfelt
gratitude” to those who supported
the referendum.

“Your dedication to our district
and belief in the power of education
mean the world to us,” it continues.
“Unfortunately, the referendum did
not pass. While this is disappointing,
our commitment to providing the
best for our students and community
remains unwavering.

“We will continue to advocate for
the resources and opportunities our
schools need to thrive.”

If the vote had passed, a Kent or
New Castle county property owner
with a $300,000 assessed home value
would have paid $277 annually. This
charge would have been in addition
to respective property taxes.

Smyrna’s referendum failure fol-
lowed the passage of one for $4.16
million in capital funding in June
2024. A proposal requesting oper-
ating and capital funds was rejected
earlier that year.

For information, visit smyrna.k12.
de.us or the district’s Facebook page,
call 302-653-8585 or email smyrna-
comms@smyrna.k12.de.us.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reachea

at 302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org.
Follow @DSNAnderson on X.

KEEPING YOUR FAMILY COMFORTABLE ALL YEAR

QUALITY HVAC SERVICE \~
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY

* New Homes & Repair Work
“'s Water Heaters
* A/ C & Heater Service

¢ Drain Cleaning

A Now serving all of Kent and New Castle County

* High-Efficiency Air Filters
* High-Efficiency Humidifiers

* Video Sewer Line Inspections
* Service Contracts

Z STARSOF
7 EELAVARE

letcher

52 Plumbing
A Heating
#Air Conditioning

Licensed and Insured

302-353-0503

New Castle County

302-653-0503

Kent County
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JOIN THE FUN

Every Monday Starting at 6pm

[ ] * ‘

$1 Wings!” ‘g
FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS ¢
ALL NIGHT! <

EAT IN ONLY
® & & 6 6 o & ¢ ¢ ¢ o O ¢ ¢ * ©° ©° * ¢ © ¢ " " PP

7 Every Wednesday
__Starting at 6pm

TRIVIA ©

r‘\

Karaoke ~

BETSY Ross RESTRAURANT & Bar
15 E Glenwood Ave, Smyrna

(302) 653-3466 e v - TAKEOUT

Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
1lam-11pm ° Saturday and Sunday 9am-11pm
Closed Tuesday
Brunch Served Saturday and Sunday Morning
9am-1pm

THANK YOU

FOR READING THE -
<™. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA

— INDEPENDENT

media, Inc., USA @t _BayToBayNews com
A pubhcatlon of The Daily State News

A recent survey confirms what we've always believed—local newspapers
are the most trusted media source. Readers value our commitment to
transparency, ethical journalism, and unbiased reporting. For over 70
years, The Daily State News has proudly covered the stories that matter
most to you. Now, we are thrilled to include the Middletown Smyrna
Independent among our community-focused publications.

News That Matters to YOUR Community

+ Local events, government, and legislation updates
+ High school & college sports coverage

+ Arts, culture & community stories

+ Inspiring profiles on local activists and leaders

+/ And so much more!

#4 For Breaking News, visit BayToBayNews.com.

*/ Want to subscribe? Contact us at customerservice@iniusa.org
or call 888-665-3848.

Our Unique Mission

Unlike corporate media, our publications are held in a non-profit trust,
meaning we answer only to our readers—not stockholders. Consider
subscribing to the Daily State News for breaking news online and in
print 3 days a week. Every subscription directly supports independent,
community-focused journalism.

i A subscription to The Daily State News makes a thoughtful and
meaningful gift!

. Have news to share? Send Letters to the Editor, Calendar Events,
or local stories to newsroom@iniusa.org.

#4 Looking to grow your business? Discover affordable, high-impact
advertising in print or online at adsupport@iniusa.org.

Thank you for supporting trusted journalism
and keeping your community informed!

/,M”%/C/

Tonda L. Parks, Associate Publisher
email: tparks@iniusa.org
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Middletown PD seeking ‘extra eyes, ears, hands’

Corporal: Seasonal |

force a good way
to find recruits

By Craig Anderson
Middletown Smyrna Independent

MIDDLETOWN — As seasonal
officers, they may fingerprint sus-
pects or take their booking photos.

They could be part of a bike patrol
through Silver Lake Park or perhaps
traffic controllers during a parade.

‘With various tasks, from Memorial
Day through Labor Day, these sum-
mer first responders provide essential
support for the Middletown Police
Department.

Agency spokesperson Cpl. Steven
West — once a Middletown seasonal
officer himself — described the assis-
tance as invaluable.

“It’s extra eyes and ears for us,
in addition to extra hands,” he ex-
plained.

Returning for his third year in
2025, Damian Alexander, 22, says,
“There’s no day that’s the same as
another. You go on a bunch of calls.
There’s no routine day.”

A senior criminal justice major at
Goldey-Beacom College, Mr. Al-
exander aims to become a full-time
law enforcement officer in the fall. In
Middletown, he already feels some-
what like a veteran, though.

“It’s nice learning about the police
culture,” he said. “It’s a lot different
from what you see on television or so-
cial media. You get to know the inner
workings of the department.”

The experience helps the Middle-
town native and First State Military
Academy graduate with his class-
work, too.

“I can always fire questions at of-
ficers if I have questions about some-
thing in school,” he said.

Damian Alexander began as a Middletown Police Department seasonal officer in 2023 and is return-

ing for a third year this summer. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

Cpl. West is one of six individ-
uals on Middletown’s year-round
40-member force who previously
served seasonally. Six of his col-
leagues worked with summer pro-
grams at other agencies before be-
coming full-fledged Middletown
officers.

“We see this as a long-term invest-
ment for future recruits,” Cpl. West
said.

Lt. Thomas Lancaster, who over-
sees the seasonal hiring process, said
these employees don’t have one typi-
cal background.

“We like to hire those from within
the town, that grew up in the com-
munity, but we get them from all
over,” he said.

The hourly pay is $18 and may
include up to 40 hours of work per
week.

This summer, three part-timers
are returning, and an undetermined
number were sought to join them in
early April.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached

ar302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org.
Follow @DSNAnderson on X.

Eric Johnson works a bike patrol as a Middle-
town seasonal officer. PHOTO COURTESY OF DAMIAN
ALEXANDER

i

From left, Middletown officers Sgt. Steven West,
Master Cpl. Brett Lankenau and Officer First
Class Dominic Scarpone all served as seasonal
officers for the department. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA
INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

From left, Officer First Class Larissa Ward,
Master Sgt. Julia Fabbroni and Master Cpl. John
Stuart began their tenures with the Middletown
Police Department as summer officers. MIDDLE-
TOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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Dover | Middletown Schedule a cosmetic consult today

FAMILY DERMATOLOGY & SURGERY

Microdermabrasion Chemical Peels
Product Regimen Facials

Photo Dynamic Therapy Botox & Filler
PRP (Platelet-rich plasma) Microneedling

Kirby & Holloway Breakfast Sandwiches = Homemade A

We’ve got meats! Meatloaf ® Prime Rib me}de fmS‘h daily 2" ’ - } “;3,4
All the fixins! Hot Mac & Cheese Fried Chicken %
Mashed Potatoes ® Gravy ¢ Potato Lo%s with our secret recipe s &
8hlef 1Salads * Amish Mac & Potato Salad/ Cheesesteaks S

DIES W, y d Subs (Hot & Cold) | - ‘
Desserts to die for! Smith Island Cakes gr;ndulzsincﬁesl R e D ot :
The AP

Gift Certificates available B ™ nl,
Country StOre 3026535111 * 11 Main St Kenton, DE \ Shhaium

Fhesh. Fried Fabulous. Open daily 5am-11pm
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Smyrna High softball players take the field against visiting 0dessa on March 29. The hosts took a
10-0 decision. SPECIALTO THE MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/GARY EMEIGH

Odessa High'’s Addison Hurst drives a single to right field in the top of the first inning against Smyrna.
SPECIALTO THE MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT//GARY EMEIGH

[

T.he Middletown High girlé 1,600 relay team of, from left, Alexia Drummond, Megan Morant,
Deanna Rideout, and Shilah Galloway set a school record with a 4:30.03 time at the Delaware
Invitational on April 5. PHOTO COURTESY OF MIDDLETOWN HIGH SCHOOL

v | s ¥ ‘.'

Odessa High’s boys’ 1.,600-meter relay team set a Delaware indoor record with a 3:20.33 time
at the New Balance Nationals Indoor meet in Boston on March 16. Pictured, from left, are Keith
Jenerette, Ethan Barnett, Derick Belle and Kasai Truitt. PHOTO COURTESY OF KELLY PARSLEY
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HEY MOT!

We're the Delaware Solid Waste Authority

and we are here to help with your waste and recycling solutions.

Al o

\Q 4 hl

Free For Delaware Residents:

-Household Hazardous Waste Disposal
-Electronics Recycling
-Document Shredding Events

[ LN AN
— - & > -Single Stream Recycling Drop-Off
1 i . -Styrofoam Drop Off Locations
% 111\ -Latex Paint Collection Events
miyi -
m Get more information on our
e facilities and b
\;;_"‘li?. /- a.CI I. 1€S and programs DYy
s I visiting www.dswa.com or

. calling 1-800-404-7080

DELAWARE SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY
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HEY FOOD TRUCKS! — ~iimmoe s

We went yeu {ier Dever Cemnl /) CON
- ﬁ SATURDAY, JUNE 14, 2025 2025

DOWNTOMNEDOVER I
(¢ 10 AM - 4 PM STATE NEWS

at fBayToBgyNews.com

Visit delmarvaevents.net/e/dover-con-2025 to register your food truck before spots fill up!
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING

@ Mortgages ey

@ Tax Credit ®

@ Downpayment Help “f’

@ Closing Cost Help
@ Rebates for Investors

@ Mortgage Relief
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Clayton’s new police chief knows area well

20-year officer
seeking to fill two
positions on force

By Craig Anderson
Middletown Smyrna Independent

CLAYTON — The town’s new
chief of police plans to be front and
center in a community he’s familiar
with.

Harvey Scott 1V, 44, is a lifelong
citizen of the 5,500-resident Clayton
and has been an officer in its police
department for 20 years.

Simply put, he said, “I want to
retain the community relationships,
the partnerships, we have with the
town. I'm from here and want to re-
tain the trust with the community.
I've always tried to make sure I'm at
as many community events as I can
get to because I essentially feel like
the face of the department.”

Chief Scott was named to his po-
sition March 10. He had been serv-
ing in an interim role after his prede-
cessor, Carl Hutson IV, was charged
with DUI on Jan. 3. Mr. Hutson was
subsequently suspended and retired
Feb. 28.

Mayor Nick Smith said he’s look-
ing forward to working with the in-
coming law enforcement leader.

“As chief of police, and through
the support and guidance of the may-
or and council, Chief Scott will lead
the department through an exciting
and transformative period,” he noted.

“As a town, and especially through
our police department, we will con-
tinue to prioritize building trust and
transparency with the public, ensur-
ing that residents have the utmost
confidence in the department’s com-
mitment to justice, accountability
and overall safety.”

He added that he’s optimistic

Chief Harvey Scott IV is in his 20th year with the Clayton Police Department. For video with this story,
visit baytobaynews.com. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON

about the Clayton Police Depart-
ment’s future with the longtime offi-
cer at the helm.

“I am confident, along with my
fellow council members, that Chief
Scott will provide the necessary lead-
ership to the department that our res-
idents can rely on for years to come,
while continuing to maintain one of
the lowest crime rates in the state of
Delaware,” he said.

For now, Chief Scott is working to
fill two positions in Clayton’s 11-ofhi-
cer staff. He said he hopes they are on
duty by May.

Also, due to staff restructuring, an
audit of all evidence held by the de-
partment is ongoing.

While the chief said there’s a low

crime rate in his hometown, “we
know we have drugs here. Everybody
has drug nowadays. We have issues
with heroin like everyone else does.
It’s the biggest (illegal substance)
here.

“We don’t have a lot of businesses
in town, so most of our crimes are do-
mestic-related issues or things officers
come across in traffic stops.”

When he’s not leading the Clayton
agency, Chief Scott spends much of
his time with his daughter’s and his
son’s ice hockey teams, along with
playing for the Delmarva Warriors
adult hockey squad.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached

at 302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org.
Follow @DSNAnderson on X.
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Clayton Police Department Chief Harvey Scott
IV oversees 10 officers and is looking to fill two
positions. MIDDLETOWN SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG
ANDERSON
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CARTS

DEALER ON THE EAST COAST

Famlly Owned & Operated'

Golf Cart Sales, Service & Rental

'1»8 Years Sales & Service Experience

We Sell Used Carts
Trade-Ins Welcome * Financing Available
LSV Street Legal Packages Available!
Pick up & Delivery Available.

Call For Details!

12403 Augustine Herman Hwy, Kennedyville, MD - 410-708-5885

5 miles South of Galena on Rt. 213 « 1/2 Mile North of Kennedyville

IperUS‘tOm'Z. Visit us on ﬁ
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Appoquinimink offu:lals tout dlstrlct’s security system

ZeroEyes can
pinpoint guns
quickly

By Craig Anderson
Middletown Smyrna Independent

MIDDLETOWN — Appoqui-
nimink School District officials ap-
plauded its extra layer of security on
Feb. 28.

ZeroEyes technology can identi-
fy a gun in the vicinity quickly, then
relay that information to school staff
and first responders.

The artificial intelligence-based
system is in place at Appo campuses
for a second year, said Dr. Amanda
Conley, the district’s safety, security
and operations director.

During a seminar at Middletown
High School, ZeroEyes representa-
tive Brian Stahl pitched the equip-
ment, explaining it to staff from other
districts in hopes of getting them to
sign on. They would join Delaware
State University, which ZeroEyes
announced a partnership with Feb.
25.

Mr. Stahl said the system “is con-
stantly looking for weapons without
making (an area) feel like a prison at
the same time.”

A company news release explains,
“If a gun is detected, the software will
instantly send images to the ZeroEyes
Operation Center, staffed 24/7/365
by specially trained U.S. military and
law enforcement veterans.

“These experts will verify the
threat and dispatch alerts and ac-
tionable intelligence, including visual
description, gun type and last known
location, to local staff and first re-
sponders in as fast as 3 to 5 seconds
from detection.”

According to Dr. Conley, “If Ze-
roEyes determines there is an actual
weapon, local law enforcement, dis-

ZeroEyes
repre-
sentative
Brian
Stahl ex-
plains the
security

| systemon
Feb. 28 at
. Middle-
town High
School.
Forvideo
with this
story, visit
bayto-
baynews.
com.
MIDDLETOWN
SMYRNA
INDEPEN-
DENT/CRAIG
ANDERSON

buildings, (school resource officers)
in high schools, our staff safety train-
ing and other key initiatives and focus
areas,” Dr. Conley continued.
Regarding the cost of Zero-
Eyes, Appo spokesperson Danielle
Pro-Hudson said, “generally, ... or-
ganizations are spending less than

trict officials and building adminis-
trators are notified simultaneously via
app notifications, cellphone calls and
text messages, and local law enforce-
ment dispatch.”

To illustrate this process, a faux
gun was used during Friday’s demon-
stration. It was detected almost im-

mediately.

Dr. Conley said the technology
is “peace of mind for us to know this
is running in the background and
knowing that, if something were to
happen, in seconds, we can save lives
because of what is in place.”

“Our district has a holistic ap-
proach to safety and security. The
ZeroEyes technology is one small
piece of this approach,” she added.

This effort is paid for by security
initiatives embedded in Appoquin-
imink’s most recent referendum.

“It’s part of a layered approach to
safety and security, which also in-
cludes creating a positive school cli-
mate and culture, with restorative
practices at the center, our threat
assessment process, constables in all

$60 per stream per month. Pricing
is unique to each district due to their
size/number of cameras” — meaning,
the more cameras used in a building,
the less the cost.

“For safety reasons, we do not
share the total number of streams,”
she added.

Dr. Conley said no information is
available on how often the system has
been engaged so far.

For information, visit zeroeyes.
com.

Staff writer Craig Anderson can be reached

at 302-741-8296 or canderson@iniusa.org.
Follow @ DSNAnderson on X.

Appoquinimink School District safety, security
and operations director Dr. Amanda Conley
speaks about ZeroEyes on Feb. 28. MIDDLETOWN
SMYRNA INDEPENDENT/CRAIG ANDERSON
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PAWS*ITIVEI.
ONCORD: A0AZING B

PET FOODS & SUPPLIES

“For Everything Your Pet Needs” s t k U N |
Locally Owned & Operated with 33 locations in o c p ow |

DE, MD, PA & NJ to serve you.

T g
$3 Off Sm

BEEF BURGERS

ACANA , I BARKWORTHIES d  DR. MARTY'S
Dry Dog Classics Naturally Smoked Buy a 480z or

et A |
S 400ff i’;'ao ﬁ%;::;
0

Triumph Jerky,
Pupcorn or

ELM Biscuit

ELM HONEST TO GOODNESS N-BONE NYLABONE

Buy 25lb Treats Teething Rings
s 00 STOP IN TODAY OR SHOP ONLINE r-----------==-==--=-
2 4 o | AT CONCORDPETFOODS.COM
0 TALL TAILS i : 1 :
o Now offering same day delivery through Instacart! |

CONCORD PET FOODS & SUPPLIES $60 purchase

33 STORES INCLUDING: :
|
Dover, DE Rehoboth, DE Milford, DE Smyrna, DE Seaford, DE Millsboro, DE Salisbury, MD Berlin, MD 1 \: & Expires 4/30/25.
302-672-9494 302-226-2300 302-424-8373 302-653-1515 302-628-1001 302-945-2113 443-944-0223 443-513-3932 Not to be combined with any
'y O other coupon, discount or

offer. COUPON CODE: 71

& Monday-Saturday 9am — 8pm and Sunday 10am - 6pm

PET FOODS & SUPPLIES
“For Everylhing Your Pet Needs™
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Rep. Hensley pleads guilty to DUI, vehicular assault
!

Middletown Smyrna Independent

WILMINGTON — State Rep.
Kevin Hensley, R-Townsend, has
entered a plea agreement to resolve
charges from a 2024 drunk driving
collision, the Delaware Department
of Justice announced April 16.

A news release said Rep. Hensley
will have his driver’s license revoked
for a year and serve probation while
undergoing required DUI instruc-
tion and paying a $500 fine after
pleading guilty to third-degree ve-
hicular assault and driving under the
influence.

Rep Hensley’s sentence includes
a suspended 18-month prison term,
the release said. The plea agreement
follows an investigation led by the
Delaware State Police.

“Drunk driving is dangerous and
unacceptably common,” said At-

IN ROOFING!

With a Roofing

Guarantee
You Can Trust

torney General Kathy Jennings in
the release.

“No one has an excuse to get be-
hind the wheel while under the in-
fluence; ever. It is a miracle no one
was seriously injured or worse. I
thank our prosecutors and the Dela-
ware State Police for their excellent
work in this case.”

Rep. Hensley’s sentence is con-
sistent with both the statutory
sentencing range for the charges
against him and with recent sen-
tences against similarly charged de-
fendants. the release said.

Rep. Hensley has a prior con-
viction for alcohol-related reckless
driving from 2009, the release said;
under state law, a prior DUI must
have occurred within 10 years in
order to be considered a second of-
fense.

On Nov. 9, 2024, the release

All Phases of Home Improvement.
Serving the Dover Middletown area.

Free Estimates

said, Rep. Hensley, 59, pulled out
in front of a gray Ford Fusion while
exiting the parking lot of a Valero
gas station on Del. 1 in Milford, col-
liding and causing the other vehicle
to roll before coming to rest.

Rep. Hensley and his adult
daughter, a passenger in the vehi-
cle, did not sustain injuries. The
victim sustained lacerations and
complained of chest pain where the
airbag hit him, the release said.

According to the release, Rep.
Hensley failed field sobriety tests
and registered a 0.142 blood al-
cohol concentration on a portable
breathalyzer test and a 0.16 blood
alcohol concentration on a subse-
quent blood draw.

The release said the victim died
weeks later from a separate medical
issue, attributed by the medical ex-
aminer to a stroke and brain tumor.

" BIDDLE'S CONTRACTING, LLC

Mike C. Biddle

302-423-9318

Kevin Hensley
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THE BEAST
RATED for up to
500 POUNDS
High Headrest
and Foot Extension

| * Reinforced Seating . = MID-SCALED SEATING IN
g 51,279 n Fabric, RATED for Up t 375 POUNDS TRADITIONAL, TRANSITIONAL,
:$1,599 in Top Grain High Headrest and Foot Extension AND CONTEMPORARY STYLES

Leather Reinforced Seating with 6 No-Sag
Springs. Recliners, Lift Chairs, Sofas &

Loveseats ALL IN STOCK! \ BROSMER L ' g
; LUXURY PLUSH §
J e 2 JE RECLINER with
THE MINI BEAST o= Overstuffed Arms
RATED for up to 450 POUNDS L e " E and Pillowback
Medium Headrest with Deep Reinforced
Seating Rocker Recliner $999
Lift Power Recliner $1,399

PETITE RECLINERS = Ep— CONTEVPORARY

STYLES
& ACCENT CHAIRS STYLES
THE BRINLEY
T - . Signature Leather ".m
T 1 r 4 (50 Options) $999 with Solid Wood
: 4 Fabric Arms.
(750 Options) Fabric (750 Options)
$749-5849 $699-$849

a

VICS

Ui S § o e
TOP GRAIN TRADITIONAL STYLE Why Limit Yourself to a Dull, g -

BUTTON BACKS Boring Recliner?
LEATHER Stocked with Swivel -ulmﬂmeum
No Bonded or Faux Rocker or Space Saver. Coastal Oﬁtions and REVOLUTION PERFORMANCE FABRICS

Here. Choose from From $599 in Fabric. of other All Regular Sized Recliners and Sofas are

>0 C(él?g%%ggétures #& ‘W%abrics&' Avai:jitz;lﬁ ::?erformance l\mls
at Maryland Shore Auctioneer’'s Hours: Monday-Saturday
[ CHESTERTOWN ANTIQUE  10:00am-5:00pm |
& WR“IWRE cEm *Prices shown reflect a discount for 5 > = CRF =
” Cash, Check or Debit Card. = 2 Special Stain Resistance

6612 Church Hill Rd. * Chestertown, MD 21620 « 410-778-5777 WE DELIVER. Local Delivery | 7=~ %% CLEAN WITH BLEACH & SOAP!

. $20-$45. Distant Points Also Available ‘ Perfect for families, pet
” www.ChestertownFurniture.com NO SALES TAX on out-of-state deliveries. owners, and high traffic areas
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4 2

WE'RE THE HEART
OF SECOND CHANCES.

The Bayhealth Heart & Vascular Institute is a comprehensive cardiovascular center of excellence located in the
heart of our region. This is where you’ll find a team of great minds with an incredible commitment to helping
your heart last a long, healthy lifetime. To know more about all the ways we help prevent and treat heart disease

visit Bayhealth.org/HVI. To learn more, or make an appointment call 302-310-8484.

Scan and Learn

cTio
e‘\“ Yo

©
&
HeartCARE

7\
( Bayhealth HEART & VASCULAR 2 f&n
INSTITUTE @R+

Our Commitment Runs Deep | Bayhealth.org/HVI
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