Local

Governor Kathy Hochul spoke about her
concerns with President Trump’s spending bill

on Monday.

The state girls flag football championships
were held in Cortland for the second yearin a
row, with three new winners being crowned.

Community

The Unitarian Universalist Church of

Cortland is hosting Kuro Winds Classical

Woodwind Trio on June 20.
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Moravia school
superintendent
taking leave

Paul Cifonelli
Managing Editor

MORAVIA — Moravia
Superintendent John Bir-
mingham has request-
ed and will be taking a
voluntary leave from his
duties, effective immedi-
ately, according to a letter
Moravia Board of Educa-
tion President Neil Ste-
vens wrote that was post-
ed on the district website
Monday.

“We recognize news
like this may generate
concern or speculation,
but ask for your under-

standing and cooperation
as we move forward with
care, confidentiality, and
professionalism required
to ensure the best inter-
ests of the district and the
students,” Stevens stated
in the letter.

According to the letter,
the Board of Education
will appoint an acting su-
perintendent Wednesday.

Moravia School Dis-
trict’s Central Office did
not respond to a request
for comment by the time
of publication.

YMCA hosts run
for late firefighter

Paige Kingsley
Staff Reporter

CORTLAND — The
Cortland YMCA will be
hosting the Viking 5K in
honor of late fire depart-
ment captain Michael
“Buzzy” Andersen for the
second year in a row. The
YMCA and Andersen’s
family hope to make this
memorial run an annual
event.

This year’s Viking 5K
will take place June 14 at
the Cortland Fire Depart-
ment on Court Street. The
race will start at 10 a.m.,
but participants are en-
couraged to show up to
the starting line as early as
9 a.m. to mingle and pre-
pare for the event.

Cortland YMCA man-
ager Gina Cusano-Mc-
Laughlin works with An-
derson’s family and the
Cortland Fire Department
to make this run happen
in Andersen’s memory.
Andersen was a firefight-
er with the Cortland Fire
Department for 22 years,
and he died in February
2024 after battling stage
4 lung cancer. The cancer
was a result of his service
in the fire department
and exposure to volatile
smoke over the years, so
part of the money raised
from this run will go to
awareness groups for fire-
fighters.

“We will take 20% of
all the sponsorship and
donated money and do-
nate it to the Fire Fighter
Cancer Foundation,” Cu-
sano-McLaughlin  said.
“They help with medical
bills that families might
be straddled with after
firefighters pass away
from cancer and help fire-
fighters who are still alive
to receive support for any
cancer diagnosis that they
may have.”

The race course is mod-
eled after the Cortland
Pumpkin Run, a race An-
dersen helped organize
over the years through his
athletic lifestyle. Though
some routes through the

city have changed and
the course isn’t an exact
copy, it’s very close to the
original route Andersen
mapped for the Cortland
Pumpkin Run.

“The idea when it was
created last year is that
this memorial run would
essentially follow the
same path that Mike had
created when the YMCA
used to host a pumpkin
run,” Cusano-McLaugh-
lin said. “That run hap-
pened so long ago that
part of SUNY Cortland
has changed and roads
that we used to run on are
no longer roads. So this
course that we're doing is
the best that we can do to
relive the memory.

Because Andersen
spent so much of his life
committed to the Cor-
tland Fire Department,
it has provided support
for the run in the form of
hosting the start and fin-
ish line and providing the
electricity for the timing
mechanism for racers. The
YMCA also provides in-
centives for first respond-
ers to join in teams of four
and has a special medal
for the fastest time out of
these teams of firefighters
and police officers.

The race will be fol-
lowed by an after-party
celebration at Cortland
Beer Company across the
street from the finish line
at the fire department.
Cortland Beer Company
has also sponsored the
race and donated some
prizes for raffle baskets to
allow the YMCA to raise
more money through this
race.

Outside of the 20% do-
nation to the Fire Fighter
Cancer Foundation, the
YMCA will take the dona-
tions and proceeds from
race registration to add
to their Membership for
All scholarship fund to
give assistance to those
who need help paying for
membership fees. This is
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Conrad Janke and Diane Miller are pictured at the dessert booth.

Italian culture celebrated
ny’s Festival

at St. Antho

Paige Kingsley
Staff Reporter

CORTLAND - St. An-
thony’s Festival has com-
pleted another success-
ful weekend of family fun
on Pomeroy Street, cour-
tesy of St. Anthony of
Padua Catholic Church
and all the volunteers
that make the festival a
reality.

St. Anthony’s Festival
is made possible through
collaboration between
the many members of
the community and the
church that have been
part of this event, with
some of them having
been involved for de-
cades. It’s a labor of love
for the members of the
church to host the fes-
tival and make it a good
time for everybody.

For AnnaMaria Mani-
aci, planning the festival
brings back memories of
when she attended as a
teenager. Now she’s able
to see people that she
otherwise hasn’t seen in
years.

“When we were young,
we used to come here to
see who was dating who,”
Maniaci said. “Over the
years, the festival has
become a place to get
together. You see friends,
and for me personally,
I see people that I see
only once a year that
come home just for this.
There’s someone that
came in from California,
just to work the festival.
People come home for
this”

A sense of home is
a major theme for the
members of St. Antho-
ny’s Church, and they
take pride in organizing
such a beloved event.
Stephanie Densmore has
a deep personal history
with the church and con-
siders the festival to be
part of who she is.
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“I've been coming to
this festival every year,
except for the twelve
years I lived in Italy,
Densmore said. “My very
first memory was when
they built this version of
the church. My grandfa-
ther brought me to the
work site in the basket
of his bicycle, and he
showed me where the
choir was going to be and
where the altar was going
to be. I was two years old
and I still understood
him. This festival is the
heart of St. Anthony’s. It’s
the most wonderful part
of the year for this par-
ish”

Densmore has taken
on the role of organiz-
ing the procession that
takes place each year on
Sunday morning of the
festival weekend. The
procession starts with a
morning mass, then ban-
ners representing each
region of Italy are carried
out in the procession
with a statue of Saint An-
thony before the second
day of the festival begins.

“There are twenty re-

gional banners of all the
different regions of Italy,’
Densmore said. “Every
region has its own histo-
ry and we all know where
we came from as Italians.
So people like to carry
the banner from their
region, from where their
family is”

Families often get to
represent both sides of
their Italian heritage by
carrying different ban-
ners. Brothers Otto and
Conrad Janke are able to
carry one banner each,
showing pride for both of
the regions their family
came from.

“My grandfather came
from Abruzzi, and my
grandmother came from
Sicily” Conrad Janke
said. “So I carry the ban-
ner for Abruzzi, and Otto
has Sicily”

Outside of the tradi-
tions that honor the roots
of those descending
from Italian immigrants,
the festival is also known
for the food. Specifically,
people love the Italian
sausage and swarm the
tent with their food tick-

Paige Kingsley/Staff Reporter
Church and community volunteers work at the sausage booth.

ets to get sausage with
peppers and onions.

Kurt Behrenfeld is in
charge of the sausage
tent operation and puts
hours of preparation
into his work, ensuring
the festival volunteers
are prepared for the de-
mands of the crowd.
The peppers and onions
come frozen and have to
thaw for a few days be-
fore they're cooked with
extra virgin olive oil to
compliment the sausage,
which needs to be cut in
6- to 7-inch increments
as part of the prepara-
tion.

“Prep is the key, for
sure,’ Behrenfeld said.
“We get great people
to help, volunteers not
only from our church but
from the community. It
all cooks up beautifully.
We're an Italian church,
so we have people ex-
perienced both in the
restaurant industry and
just being good Italian
cooks.”

Good Italian cooks are
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Local

Cortland County

police blotter

Police respond

to C-ville crash

The Cortland County Sheriff’s
Office responded to a call at 3:58
p-m. Saturday about a two-car
accident at the intersection of
State Route 13 and Bennie Road
in Cortlandville.

It was determined a vehicle
making a left turn onto Bennie
Road failed to yield the right of
way to an oncoming vehicle go-
ing north on State Route 13. The
occupants of the vehicles were
transported to a hospital for fur-
ther evaluation.

The Cortland County Sheriff’s
Office was assisted on the scene
by the Town of Cortlandville Fire
Department, TLC Ambulance,
CNY Towing and Valu Towing.

Cortland County

fire report

Structure fire
handled on
River Street

Nobody was injured in a fire on
River Street in Cortland that the
City of Cortland Fire Department
responded to at 7:01 p.m. Sunday.

Crews found “moderate smoke”
coming from a single-family resi-
dence. The fire was contained
to the kitchen and extinguished
within 10 minutes of arrival.

There was “minimal damage”
to the overall structure of the
house. The entire living area sus-
tained “heavy” smoke damage
and the electrical and gas systems
were damaged, requiring the util-
ity services to the building to be
discontinued.

The fire was determined to
have been accidental and origi-
nated from a stove in the kitchen.

The Cortland Fire Department
was assisted by the City of Cort-
land Police Department, Nation-
al Grid, NYSEG and the Cortland
County E9-1-1 Communication
Center.

Gov. warns of insurance premiums
as Trump’s spending bill mulled

New York Governor Kathy
Hochul Monday released new
data showing the massive
impact the GOP’s “Big Ugly”
Reconciliation Bill would
have on New York families.
The latest bill threatens to se-
verely disrupt health coverage
for millions of New Yorkers.
In addition to increasing the
number of uninsured by 1.5
million and stripping $13.5
billion in annual funding from
New York’s healthcare system,
the bill would trigger steep
increases in private health in-
surance premiums for vulner-
able New Yorkers and impose
excessive burdens on con-
sumers enrolling through NY
State of Health, the State’s of-
ficial health plan marketplace.

“The GOP’s Big Ugly bill
would slash health care cover-
age for millions of New York-
ers and raise monthly costs by
hundreds of dollars,” Hochul
said. “If New York’s Republican
delegation won’t stand up for
their own constituents, I will”

Health care providers, in-
surers and state leaders across
the country are sounding the
alarm over the proposed leg-

Paul Cifonelli/Managing Editor

New Yorkers could see health insurance increases if President
Donald Trump’s new spending bill is passed, according to New

York Governor Kathy Hochul.

islation, which would slash
billions in federal health care
support. In addition to jeop-
ardizing and in some cases
entirely eliminating coverage
for New York’s 1.6 million Es-

sential Plan enrollees, the bill
would trigger steep increases
in costs for many New Yorkers
who purchase private health
insurance. The elimination
of American Rescue Plan en-

hanced premium tax credits,
alone, will increase net cost
of coverage across the State
by an average of 38 percent
for 140,000 low-income indi-
viduals and families purchas-
ing plans through the state’s
marketplace. This equates to
an increase in cost of $114 per
month for an individual and
$228 per month for a couple.
See below for a summary of
expected premium increas-
es due to the elimination of
American Rescue Plan en-
hanced premium tax credits
across the State:
Region
Average Monthly Cost
Increase For a Couple ($)
Average Monthly Cost
Increase For a Couple (%)
Central New York
$256
43%
Finger Lakes
$248
42%
Mohawk Valley
$270
49%
Southern Tier
$265
48%

Hochul announces 2025 ‘Get Outdoors
& Get Together Day’ celebrations Saturday

New York Governor Kathy
Hochul announced that New
York’s “Get Outdoors & Get
Together Day” celebrations
will be held on Saturday, with
events happening at more
than 20 locations across New
York State as part of the Gover-
nor’s initiative to “Get Offline,
Get Outside,” and to ensure in-
clusivity of access to state pub-
lic lands.

The events bring people of
all abilities, ages, identities,

and backgrounds together for
a day of fun and healthy activ-
ities.

“Get Outdoors & Get Togeth-
er Day is an opportunity for
every New Yorker to visit our
world-renowned state parks
and public lands, and gather
with family and friends while
learning something new,” Ho-
chul said. “My Administration
has prioritized accessibility
and our state parks and lands
are here for all New Yorkers to

enjoy, no matter their back-
ground or abilities. Everyone is
welcome.”

This year’s event is host-
ed by the State Department
of Environmental Conserva-
tion (DEC) and the Office of
Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation (Parks), in part-
nership with the Office of the
Chief Disability Officer, the Of-
fice for People With Develop-
mental Disabilities (OPWDD),
the Department of Veterans’

Services (DVS), the Office of
Mental Health (OMH) and
the Justice Center for the Pro-
tection of People with Special
Needs.

At 23 locations across the
state, participants will be en-
couraged to discover new skills
and enjoy a range of introduc-
tory-level outdoor recreation
activities such as fishing, na-
ture walks and hikes, birding,
archery, paddling, camping
demonstrations and more.
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Tuesday, June 10

HOMER — Todd
McAdam, former manag-
ing editor of the Cortland
Standard, will address the
topic “Independent News
Media Through Time and
Through Cortland” at 7
p-m. at the Glen Haven
School, 7325 Fair Haven
Road. The First Amend-
ment was drafted specif-
ically with the thought
of journalists acting as a
watchdog over govern-
ment, holding communi-
ties accountable to them-
selves. The methods they
used evolved over time
and many of the best and
most modern were devel-
oped during the 157-year
life of the Cortland Stan-
dard. All are welcome to
attend. For more informa-
tion, call 607-749-4365.

CORTLAND — The
Cortland Farmers Mar-
ket is open from 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Court Street
in front of Grace & Holy
Spirit Episcopal Church.
There will be seasonal,
farm-fresh vegetables
and fruit, locally-raised
beef, eggs and honey,
as well as fresh baked
goods and a variety of

hand made crafts, books
and art. There are still
openings for vendors.
For more information,
contact market manag-
er Carla Plunkett at 607
753-0001 or cutonce55@
yahoo.com. You can also
follow the market at Cor-
tland Farmers Market on
Facebook.

Wednesday, June 11

CORTLAND — Dr. Di-
ane Vecchio, a former
resident of Cortland, will
discuss the impact of im-
migrant  entrepreneur-
ship on the economic
development of Cortland
at 7 p.m. at United Unitar-
ian Church, 3 Church St.
Beginning with the ear-
liest settlers; the English
and Irish, to the Greeks,
Italians and Eastern Eu-
ropean Jews, Vecchio will
demonstrate how im-
migrants contributed to
the economic growth of
Cortland as they steadily
entered the ranks of the
American middle class.

Thursday, June 12
HOMER — The Homer
Fire Department Field
Days will run from June
12 to June 14. There will
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be food and rides, with
a DJ performing Friday
night, live music Satur-
day night and a parade
at 6 p.m. Saturday. All are
welcome to attend and
participate in the parade.

Saturday, June 14
CINCINNATUS — Cin-
cinnatus Yard Sale Days
will feature country roads
brimming with yard sales.
The Cincinnatus Fire
Department will serve
breakfast sandwiches
in the morning and hot

lunch in the afternoon.

CORTLAND — Cele-
brate the life of Michael
“Buzzy” Andersen during
his Viking 5K Memorial
Run from 10 a.m. to noon
starting at 21 Court St.,
Cortland. He served 22
years at the Cortland City
Fire Department and 15
years as a fire investiga-
tor. Andersen succumbed
to job-related cancer on
Feb. 7, 2024. One of his
true passions in life was
being a competitive ath-
lete, as he was an avid
runner and canoeist. He
helped coordinate and
certify many races and
initiated the Cortland
Pumpkin Run. The race
starts at 10 a.m. Check-in
time is 9 a.m.

HOMER — Homer
Elks Lodge 2506, in co-
operation with American
Legion Post 465, invites
the public for its annu-
al Flag Day Ceremony 1
p-m. in the parking lot of
the Homer Elks Lodge at
82 Cortland Street, Ho-
mer. This solemn event is
concluded by the proper
disposal of unserviceable
American flags, conduct-
ed by members of Amer-
ican Legion Post 465. The
public is invited to bring
any unserviceable Amer-
ican flags for disposal. In
the event of inclement

weather, the ceremony
will be held inside the
Elks Lodge.

HOMER — The Homer
Regional Farmers Mar-
ket will be from 9 a.m. to
noon on the lawn of the
Center for the Arts of Ho-
mer at 72 S. Main St. Stock
up on farm-fresh pro-
duce, artisan goods and
treats while enjoying live
music.

Friday, June 20

CORTLAND — The
Unitarian ~ Universalist
Church of Cortland is
hosting Kuro Winds Clas-
sical Woodwind Trio from
6 to 8 p.m. at the church at
3 Church St. Kuro Winds
is an Ithaca-based group
of freelance and orches-
tral musicians. Programs
include an entertaining
and accessible variety of
styles from classical to
contemporary repertoire.
This program will feature
works by Tansman, Auric,
Albert and Milhaud. The
building opens at 5:30
p-m. A requested dona-
tion is $5 to $10, but is not
required. Refreshments
will be available for pur-
chase.

Wednesday, June 25

CORTLAND — The
Cortland County Busi-
ness Development Or-
ganization is hosting a
workshop for annual
state development grant
applications from 10 to
11 a.m. at the McNeil &
Co. Conference Hub, 11
Main St., Cortland. The
informational  sessions
are hosted by ESD team
members and consist of
an overview of the REDC
Initiative, application tips
and time for questions
about the CFA process.
The workshop is free and
open to any business, mu-
nicipality or not-for profit
organization thinking of

applying for assistance to
support projects.

Thursday, June 26

CORTLAND — Come-
dyFLOPs presents All You
Can Eat Improv, a live,
entirely made-up show
based on audience sug-
gestions from 7 to 9 p.m.
This event will raise mon-
ey to support the non-
profit JM Murray Center.
The suggested donation
is $5.

Friday, June 27

CORTLAND — Movie
Under the Stars, present-
ed by the Cortland Youth
Bureau, will be held at
Yaman Beach. Pack blan-
kets, bring lawn chairs
and enjoy Moana 2 under
the night sky. All movies
begin at dusk.

Saturday, June 28

HARFORD — The Har-
ford Fair will be 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. by Harmony Unit-
ed Methodist Church on
the Harford Town Field at
726 Route 221. There will
be lots of vendors, games,
raffles, a classic car and
truck cruise in, a trac-
tor show, bounce house,
face painting, fire trucks,
cotton candy, popcorn,
Sir James Balloon twister,
corn hole, prizes, music,
food and a bake sale. All
are welcome.

Friday, July 4

HOMER — The 30th
annual public reading of
the United States Decla-
ration of Independence
will be held at the Center
for the Arts of Homer at 10
a.m. to commemorate the
first of our nation’s Char-
ters of Liberty. Charles W.
Jermy Jr. and Charles W.
Jermy III will recount the
circumstances that led up
to the Declaration’s adop-
tion in 1776 and talk brief-
ly about its signers and
their fates. Those in atten-

dance will be invited to
read aloud a short portion
of the Declaration. Bells
in buildings surrounding
the Homer Village Green
will be rung fifty times.
Plan to join this import-
ant commemoration of
the 249th birthday of the
United States of America.
There’s no charge for at-
tending. For more infor-
mation, please call Bud or
Chip at 607-749-4365, or
send an e-mail message
to cwjl@cornell.edu.

Saturday, July 5

PREBLE — Celebrate
America’s Independence
in Cortland County with
the return of fireworks at
Dwyer Memorial Park in
Preble. There will be live
music, food and family
fun. Food vendors will be
on-site, as well as a beer
and wine garden along-
side a full lineup of local
bands. The music will
begin at 2 p.m. Admis-
sion is free, with a $5 per
car parking fee that will
begin at 8 a.m. The event
is sponsored by Cortland
County.

CINCINNATUS — The
Cincinnatus Rodeo will
be held starting at noon at
5703 State Route 23.

Saturday, July 26

CORTLAND — The
Downtownis Done 1-Mile
Fun Run will be held to
celebrate the end of con-
struction on Main Street,
Cortland. The last day to
register for the race is at
noon July 25. Check-in
time is 5 p.m. and the race
starts at 6 p.m. Check-
in will close 15 minutes
before the run starts on
Court Street. The course
features a large loop
through the side streets of
downtown Cortland. Sign
up online at runsignup.
com/Race/NY/Cortland/
DowntownFunRunMile.
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Trump travel ban stuns New York City’s
sprawling Haitian community

Dave Goldiner
and Colin Mixson
New York Daily News
(TNS)

President Trump’s new
travel ban has sparked
widespread outrage and
fear in New York’s sprawl-
ing Haitian community,
by far the biggest local
diaspora group impacted
by the edict aimed at 12
nations.

Pastors, shopkeepers
and community lead-
ers worried out loud that
their community would
seek to stay out of sight
to avoid any contact with
authorities for fear of be-
ing arrested or possibly
deported.

“We did nothing
wrong,” said Rev. Wesley
Joseph, 55, of the Jerusa-
lem Church of Christ in
Brooklyn, a U.S. citizen
who immigrated from
Haiti two decades ago.
“We work for America.
We help America ... You
have doctors, you have
lawyers. We contribute to
the economy.”

Waving at a sparse
lunchtime crowd, Jolly FI-
eury, 62, said business has
fallen off at his J] & C Hai-
tian Restaurant and Bak-

ery on Clarendon Road
since Trump launched
his latest anti-immigrant
crackdown.

“Customers (are)
scared. ICE hasn’t come

over here yet. But some
other restaurants I know,
they come,” said Fleury,
referring to Immigration
and Customs Enforce-
ment agents.

“A lot of

people are worried. That'’s
the reason I don’t make

enough money.”
Stephanie

D. Delia,
an immigration lawyer
and executive director

Adam Gray/Getty Images/TNS
A woman wears a bandanna with the Haitian flag as she walks in the Little Haiti neighborhood on Sunday in the
Brooklyn borough of New York City. A new travel ban ordered by U.S. President Donald Trump, restricting entry
to citizens from 12 countries, took effect on Monday. The affected nations include Afghanistan, Myanmar, Chad,
the Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Haiti, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen.

of the Little Haiti BK ad-
vocacy group, said the
impending ban is hurt-
ing Haitian-owned small
businesses like the small
groceries along bustling

Flatbush Ave. selling
stacks of ripe mangoes,
ginger root and cassava.

“There’s a lot of fear
There’s a lot of confusion,”
Delia said.

Trump last week said
citizens of Haiti and 11
other countries would be
banned from even visit-
ing the United States un-
less they already possess
visas or permanent res-
idency, a sharp blow to
the Haitian community
that numbers hundreds
of thousands in the New
York metro area, especial-
ly in central Brooklyn and
southern Queens.

Haitian leaders and
Democratic lawmakers
lashed out at Trump for
the move, which they said
was motivated by racism
and hatred of immigrants.

“This is horrific for the
people of my district,
many of whom have fam-
ily members who are in
Haiti right now,” Rep.
Yvette Clarke, D-Brook-
lyn, told the Daily News.
“They see their family
living in the U.S. as a life-
line. It’s just more of the
cruelty, especially when it
comes to the Haitian dias-
pora”

Protesters decrying ICE arrests
taken into custody in NYC

Nicholas Williams
New York Daily News
(TNS)

NEW YORK — Multi-
ple demonstrators were
taken into custody Sat-
urday afternoon during
a protest against Immi-
gration and Customs
enforcement in Lower
Manhattan in response
to ongoing migrant ar-
rests this week.

Cops responded to
outside immigration
court around noon at
26 Federal Plaza where
protesters were sitting in
the middle of the street
blocking traffic. Officers
ordered the protesters to
clear the roadway. Nu-
merous protesters were
taken into custody when
they didn’t comply and
were issued summonses,
cops said.

Demonstrators  were
chanting during the pro-
test “No ICE! No KKK! No
fascist USA” at the ICE
agents.

Around 17 people
were taken into custody,
according to ABC7.

The protests come after
federal agents have been
rounding up migrants all
week at the immigration
courthouse.

ICE agents also ar-
rested migrants after
they checked in at an
Intensive ~ Supervision
Appearance  Program
office hearing on Elk St.
Wednesday afternoon,
according to the New

Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images/TNS

A woman cries as she waits for her husband at an Intensive Supervision Appear-
ance Program office on Wednesday in New York.

York Legal Assistance
group.

“It's essentially a trap,”’
Allison Cutler, supervis-
ing attorney from New
York Legal Assistance
Group’s Immigrant Pro-
tection Unit, told the
Daily News Wednesday.
“Most of the folks who
are already on ISAP tend
to already have final or-
ders of removal, so ICE
would essentially ... con-
sider (it) as an easy tar-
get. So they are already

checking in, they are
already having appoint-
ments, most of them
have ankle monitors, so
they are monitoring their
GPS and locations.”

On Tuesday, around
16 people were detained
at the Elk St. immigration
check-in office, accord-
ing to The City.

On Friday morning,
two people were pinned
to the ground and arrest-
ed by ICE agents who
were waiting in the hall-

ways outside federal im-
migration courtrooms.

Dominican Republic
migrant Joaquin Rosario
Espinal left a courtroom
after a routine check-in
around 12:35 p.m. af-
ter getting his case dis-
missed, when at least six
federal agents waiting
outside swarmed him.
Two agents grabbed Ro-
sario Espinal by his shirt
collar, with one tumbling
to the ground along with
him.

20M eggs recalled
for salmonella

David J. Neal

Miami Herald (TNS)

Another salmonella
outbreak caused the re-
call of 1.7 million dozen
eggs — meaning rough-
ly more than 20 million
less eggs to fry — and
has sickened people in
seven states. The afore-
mentioned eggs were
distributed to Walmart,
Safeway, chains owned
by Kroger and various
other independent and
chain supermarkets. Hil-
mar, California’'s August
Egg Company, a division
of Gemperle Enterprises,
produced the eggs and is-
sued the recall Friday.

“August Egg Compa-
ny is not selling fresh
shell eggs at this time,’
the company-written,
FDA-posted recall notice
said. “Our firm has volun-
tarily been diverting eggs
to an egg-breaking plant
for over 30 days, which
pasteurizes the eggs and
kills any potential food-
borne pathogens.”

What eggs
have been recalled?

Packaging for the re-
called eggs will have plant
code P-6562 or CA5330
with the Julian Dates be-
tween 32 to 126.

The eggs that went to
Walmart stores had sell
by dates from March 4
through June 19. Other re-
tailers got eggs with “sell
by dates” from March 4
through June 4.

August Egg says these
eggs went to stores in

California,
Illinois,

Washington,
Nevada, Ari-
zona, Wyoming, New
Mexico, Nebraska, and
Indiana. The recall sec-
tion of Walmart’s website
says this also involves its
stores in Alaska, Colora-
do, Hawaii, Iowa, Idaho,
Kansas, Michigan, Mon-
tana, North Dakota, Ohio,
Oklahoma, Oregon, Texas
and Wisconsin.

[ | Marketside (a
Walmart store brand):
Organic Large Cage Free
Brown Eggs in cartons
of 12 and 18; Large Cage
Free Brown Eggs in car-
tons of 12 and 18.

W First Street (a Smart &
Final house brand): Cage
Free Large Brown loose
eggs.

H Clover: Organic Large
Brown Eggs, one dozen.

B Nulaid: One dozen
Medium Brown Cage
Free, one dozen Jumbo
Brown Cage Free.

m O Organics: Cage Free
Large Brown, six eggs;
and Large Brown, 12 and
18 eggs. This brand will
be found at Safeway and
other Albertson’s-owned
stores.

B Raley’s (store brand):
Large Cage Free Brown,
12 eggs: Organic Large
Cage Free Brown, 12 and
18 eggs.

B Simple Truth:Cage
Free Large Brown and
Medium Brown 18 eggs.
This brand will be found
at Food 4 Less, Ralphs
and other Kroger-owned
chains.

Puerto Rico’s Democratic Party boss offers rare
endorsement of Andrew Cuomo for NYC mayor

Chris Sommerfeldt
New York Daily News
(TNS)

The head of the Dem-
ocratic Party of Puerto
Rico is endorsing Andrew
Cuomo for mayor of New
York City, marking an un-
usual foray into Big Apple
politics for the organiza-
tion, which typically only
focuses on issues local to
the island. Luis Davila Per-
nas, the party’s chairman,
made the endorsement
official in a new campaign
ad that Cuomo’s team was
set to air on television and
digital platforms during
Sunday’s Puerto Rican
Day Parade in Manhattan.
Cuomo’s camp said it's

spending about $100,000
on airing the ad over the
course of a week.

“Andrew Cuomo always
has and always will stand
with the people of Puerto
Rico,” Davila Pernas says in
the 1-minute ad, which the
Daily News got a preview
of before it hit television
and online.

D4vila Pernas then lists
off how Cuomo, as gov-
ernor, traveled to Puerto
Rico in the aftermath of
Hurricane Maria in 2017
to “coordinate aid” when
President Trump’s first
administration “failed to
act” Again, in 2020, when
devastating earthquakes
rocked the island, Davi-

la Pernas notes in the
ad, Cuomo was back on
Puerto Rico with National
Guard troops to help local
leaders rebuild.

“As we come together
for this year’s Puerto Rican
Day Parade, let’s remem-
ber: When Puerto Rico
needed an ally, Andrew
Cuomo was there,” Déavila
Pernas adds in the spot.

Cuomo, who resigned
as governor in 2021 amid
accusations of sexual
misconduct and of hav-
ing mismanaged nursing
home policies during the
COVID-19 pandemic, is
expected to march in Sun-
day’s Puerto Rican Day Pa-
rade along Fifth Ave.

R

Barry Williams/New York Daily News/TNS
Former New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo speaks during a campaign news confer-
ence and rally announcing his support for a $20 hourly minimum wage, on May
28, in Manhattan, New York.
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Biden alums could boost ranks in midterm vote

Daniela Altimari
CQ-Roll Call (TNS)

WASHINGTON — As
a senior attorney in the
Commerce Department,
Eric Chung helped imple-
ment the 2022 law known
as the CHIPS and Science
Act, a bipartisan effort
championed by Presi-
dent Joe Biden to boost
domestic semiconductor
manufacturing and scien-
tific research.

But Chung left his civ-
il service job in April,
shortly after President
Donald Trump called the
law a “horrible, horrible
thing” in a joint address
to Congress and urged
lawmakers to scrap the
CHIPS program. (Last
week, Commerce Secre-
tary Howard Lutnick told
Senate appropriators that
Trump is renegotiating
some of Biden’s semicon-
ductor grants.)

“With elections, there
are consequences and
you expect some chang-
es,” Chung said. “But the
idea of just going after a
program that’s so biparti-
san ... for no apparent rea-
son, just railing against it,
certainly  disappointed
me, and I just couldn’t
watch it unfold.”

Now Chung is running
for Congress — he’s one
of at least four Democrats
hoping to flip Michigan’s
10th District — and he’s
highlighting his experi-
ence working on one of
the Biden administra-
tion’s signature legislative
achievements.

He isn’t the only one.
As Trump tries to unwind

much of his Democratic
predecessor’s agenda, a
handful of federal em-
ployees who helped carry
out the Biden adminis-
tration’s policy priorities
are seeking House seats
in 2026. They are most-
ly competing in battle-
ground districts and are
expected to face compet-
itive primaries.

The list includes Mi-
chael Roth, a former offi-
cial in the Small Business
Administration vying to
unseat New Jersey Re-
publican Thomas H. Kean
Jr; Sanjyot Dunung, a for-
mer member of Biden’s
2020 foreign policy work-
ing group running for an
open seat in Illinois; and
Cait Conley, who was di-
rector of counterterror-
ism on the National Secu-
rity Council, then served
at the Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure  Security
Agency and is now chal-
lenging New York GOP
Rep. Mike Lawler.

And career diplomat
and former U.S. Ambas-
sador to Ukraine Bridget
A. Brink is considering a
run in Michigan’s 7th Dis-
trict, which is currently
held by Republican fresh-
man Tom Barrett. Brink
resigned earlier this year,
citing disagreements with
Trump’s Ukraine policy.

If successful, these
Democrats would join
other former Biden ad-
ministration officials
elected to the House, in-
cluding freshman Reps.
Maggie Goodlander of
New Hampshire, a former
Biden Justice Department

Kenny Holston/Pool/AFP/Getty Images/TNS

President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris arrive for the inauguration
of Donald Trump as the 47th president of the United States takes place inside the
Capitol Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol building in Washington, D.C., on Jan. 20.

attorney, and April Mc-
Clain Delaney of Mary-
land, a former deputy
assistant secretary in the
Commerce Department.
Another Biden alumnus,
Rhode Island Rep. Gabe
Amo, came to Congress in
2023, after winning a spe-
cial election for an open
seat.

Other prominent Biden
alumni have launched
2026 gubernatorial cam-
paigns, including former
Interior Secretary Deb
Haaland in New Mexico
and former Health and
Human Services Sec-
retary Xavier Becerra

in California. The high-
est-profile member of
the Biden team — former
Vice President Kamala
Harris — is also weighing
a gubernatorial run in the
Golden State.

Moving from an execu-
tive branch appointment
to elective office isn't a
new trend but the reckon-
ing over Biden’s mental
acuity during his time in
office, spurred by the re-
cent publication of sever-
al books, has raised com-
plicated questions about
his legacy.

Amo, who worked in
the White House as a se-

nior adviser to Biden, was
recently pressed about
whether he saw signs of
the former president’s
cognitive decline. The
congressman told WJAR-
TV in Providence that he
saw Biden “execute the
functions of that job in a
way that I was supportive
of, as someone there in
the White House.”

“I was proud of the
work that I was able to
do, and proud of the work
that he did to usher in key
advances for the Ameri-
can people,” Amo said.

Several of the candi-
dates seeking seats in

2026 said they were part-
ly motivated to run after
growing increasingly dis-
tressed watching Trump
dismantle Biden’s legacy.

Trump “is squandering
America’s blue star rep-
utation,” said Dunung,
who worked on interna-
tional trade and policies
to strengthen small-busi-
ness exports as a member
of Biden’s foreign policy
working group during the
2020 campaign cycle.

“We are losing our good
reputation around the
world for being a trusted
ally and a trusted part-
ner,” she said.

Dunung is running
for Illinois’ 8th District,
which Democratic Rep.
Raja Krishnamoorthi —
a child of Indian immi-
grants like Dunung — is
vacating to run for Senate.
While Inside Elections
with Nathan L. Gonza-
les rates the race Solid
Democratic, Trump sig-
nificantly cut into his
margins in the suburban
Chicago district, from a
15-point loss in 2020 to a
7-point deficit last year,
according to calculations
by The Downballot.

Dunung, who describes
herself as “a pragmat-
ic workhorse,” said she
launched her bid for Con-
gress partly as a reaction
to what she called the
“chaos ... and crony capi-
talism” of the Trump ad-
ministration.

“I'm also about change
from within our party, the
Democratic Party,” she
said. “I think there are
better ways to do things.”

Obituaries

Neal R. Stearns

Mr. Neal R. Stearns,
93, of Cortland, N.Y.
passed away peaceful-
ly surrounded by family
on June 5, 2025. Neal
was born on January 9,
1932 in Johnson City,
N.Y. to Kenneth & Mil-
dred Stearns.

As a young man
Neal enjoyed the thrill
of stock car racing on
the dirt tracks of Glen
Aubrey. He named his
stock car 6 7/8 which
was his hat size so he
would always remem-
ber it. Thrill seeking
also took him to becom-
ing a private pilot & pur-
chasing his own 2 seat
airplane. When he was
barely 21 he was a dep-
uty sheriff at the Ithaca
Airport.

Neal co-owned his
excavation  company
Hall & Stearns and then
owned Neal Stearns
Construction and later
on EZ Acres Materials.
He was an active mem-
ber of the Internation-
al Union of Operating
Engineers for over 58
years. When he wasn’t
working Neal enjoyed
Trap & Skeet Shooting
and was quite proficient
at it winning trophies
at both local & state
events.

After his retirement in
2005, Neal enjoyed his
motorcycles, his mus-
tang and his Polaris
slingshot that he rode
all the way through last
season.

Neal is survived by
his 3 daughters; Laura
(Chris) Maxson, Terri
Maxson & Tami Sebas-

PLEASE

RECYCLE

tino,
law Terri Burlingame &

as,
Sebastino, his brother
William Stearns and
great great grandson
Harrison Sebastino.

ceive friends on Thurs-

his daughter-in-

son-in-law John Thom-
as. Also survived by his
sister Sharon McGrath
& brother Douglas
Stearns, 14 grandchil-
dren, 22 great grand-
children and 3 great
great grandchildren.

He was predeceased
by his wife Georgianna
Stearns, daughter Toni
Stearns, sons David &
Ronald Stearns. Also
predeceased by step
daughter Cheryl Thom-
son-in-law  David

The family will re-
day, June 12, 2025
from 4-7 p.m. at Wright-
Beard Funeral Home.
Funeral services will be
officiated by Rev. Dr.
Eddy Bunton on Friday,
June 13, 2025 at 11
a.m. in the Chapel of
Wright-Beard Funeral
Home, Cortland, N.Y.
Burial will follow in Cor-
tland Rural Cemetery
following the service.
The service will be live
streamed on Neal’s
Obituary page on the
Wright-Beard Funeral
Home website.

The family would like
to extend its deepest
gratitude and apprecia-
tion to the nurses, aides
and staff of Guthrie
Medical Center 2S and
Misty Glen Rehab.

Friends and Family
are welcome to attend
a celebration of life at
the Center of the Arts in
Homer, N.Y. following
the burial at the ceme-
tery.

Arrangements  are
under the direction on
Wright-Beard  Funeral
Home, Cortland, N.Y.
Condolences may also
be sent to the family
by visiting www.wright-
beard.com.

LA

Scott A. Greene

Scott A. Greene of
Cuyler, NY passed away
unexpectedly on June 4
at Guthrie Cortland Hos-
pital surrounded by fami-
ly and friends. Scott was
originally from Cortland,
born December 18, 1967
to the late Bert and Lin-
da Greene. He attended
Cortland Junior Senior
High School.

He was an avid hunt-
er and loved working on
cars. Before becoming
disabled, Scott worked
for Bonsbak Inc. as a
laborer. Over the years
he also worked in lum-
ber yards such as North
Main Lumber and Cayu-
ga Lumber.

Scott is survived by the

love of his life, his wife of
37 years, Debbie; daugh-
ters Dawn (Steve) Cran-
dall of Cuyler and Ashley
Greene of North Caroli-
na; sons Brent (Michelle)
Kelley of Skaneateles
and Alan Burlingame of
North Carolina; grand-
children Hunter and Ry-
der Crandall, Adrianna
and Christopher Rich-
ards, Kiya McCormick,
and Terrell Bonapart;
aunt Robin Terwilliger;
several nieces, neph-
ews, great nieces and
great nephews; cousins;
and his best friend—his
dog Diamond.

He was a diehard Dal-
las Cowboys fan. Call-
ing hours are June 21,
11am-1pm at Smith Fu-
neral Home in DeRuyter,
with a celebration of life
to follow. Please wear
Dallas Cowboys’ colors
or Dallas gear in memory
of Scott.

Sandra J.

Munson

Sandra J. Munson,
82, of Freeville, passed
away on June 5, 2025 at
Robert Packer Hospital
in Sayre, PA.

Sandy was born on
February 25, 1943 in
Jersey City, New Jersey,
a daughter of the late
Clayton G. and Margaret
(Gross) Dolly.

An area resident most
of her life, she graduat-
ed from McGraw High
School. She was em-
ployed for over thirty
years at the State Uni-
versity of New York Col-
lege at Cortland. She
had been a longtime
member of the McLean
Fire Department La-
dies Auxiliary and the
McLean Community
Church.

She is survived by her
daughters, Terry Bennett
and Penny Munson; four
grandchildren: Joshua
Bennett (Kristin), Chris-
ta Bennett, and Turn-
er and Tyler Mitchiner;
great-grandchildren:

Kinsley and Bryar Ben-
nett; a brother, Richard
Dolly, of Waterford, NY;
and many nieces and
nephews.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was prede-
ceased by her husband
of 63 years, Philip A.
“Butch” Munson in 2021,
her son, Philip W. “Ash-
ley” Munson in 2011,
and a brother, Ronald
Dolly.

Funeral services will
be held at 2:00 PM on
Thursday, June 12 at the
Shurtleff Funeral Home,
103 Lincoln Avenue,
Groton with interment
to follow in the MclLean

Cemetery.

Friends may call
at the funeral home
on Wednesday, June

11 from 5:00 to 7:00
PM. Contributions, in
lieu of flowers, may be
made to the MclLean
Fire Department or the

McLean Community
Church.
Online  condolences

may be shared at www.
shurtleffservices.com.

her father Lyle Pratt,
her mother Irene J

Penrose, her father
and mother-law Robert
and Doris Bennett, her
son-in-law Shane Bar-
tholomew, her brother

"0 Ny Mark Pratt and sister

. Sherri Breslin.
Debra (Debbie) Debbie is survived
L. Bennett by her husband of 53
Debra (Debble) L. years, John R. Bennett,
Bennett of Homer, her daughters, Kristina

M. Bartholomew and
Brandy L. Lyman, her
grandchildren Dylan
Bartholomew,

New York passed away
peacefully on June 7,
2025 at Robert Packer

Hospital after fighting
for many years.

Debbie was born in
Cortland, New York on
December 6, 1954. She
was a 1973 graduate
of Homer Central High
School.

Skyler
Hollister (Nick), Trynidy
Lyman and Jonathon
Lyman, siblings Re-
nee Hollenbeck, Ran-
dy Pratt, Brian Breslin
(Kelly) and Joyce Burk
(Rich Woodrome).

Services will be held
Thursday at 11:00 at
Wright-Beard Funeral
Home, Inc., 9 Lincoln
Ave., Cortland officiat-
ed by Associate Pastor,
David Coy.

To offer condolences
online visit www.wright-
beard.com.

Debbie was em-
ployed at SCM and
then at the Cortland
Standard in the Circu-
lation Department for a
number of years.

Debbie loved her
family with every bit
of her heart. Debbie
was predeceased by
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Another View

Antonio Perez/Chicago Tribune/TNS

Visitors to Palmisano Park deal with poor air quality and hazy skies.

That hazy sky out there
isn’t harmless

The following editorial is
from the Chicago Tribune
Editorial Board.

his week as tem-
peratures finally
reached acceptable

June levels, Chicagoans
prepared to step outside
— onto patios and roof-
tops, into a park or along
our gorgeous lakefront.

Everything looks rela-
tively normal out there.
But it’s not. The Illinois
EPA reported Thursday
that the Chicago area’s air
quality is unhealthy, not
just for sensitive groups
but for everyone.

Why? Canadian wild-
fires continue to rage
up north and plumes
of smoke still cloud the
sky here in the Midwest.
As of Thursday, Canada
was battling 200 active
wildfires, according to the
Canadian Interagency
Forest Fire Centre.

It's amazing how
quickly we become used
to something like this.
Many people don’t look
up and wonder why we're
encased in a capsule
of gray smoke from the
north, why the air feels
still and stale, and we
certainly don’t wonder
why Canada is burning
more severely and more
regularly.

Yet, the smoke is a
problem, reflected in

unhealthy air quality
that can be a problem
for anyone with asthma,
heart and lung issues or
other chronic conditions.
Doctors warn that inhal-
ing wildfire smoke can
increase your heart rate
and your risk of cardiac
events if you're already
at risk. The bottom line:
Breathing in wildfire
smoke just isn’t good for
you.

Thankfully the forecast
predicts improvement
over the next several
days, though air quality
is expected to worsen
downstate. Chicago’s air
quality was the worst in
the country Thursday,
according to IQAir.

This isn’t just a local
story. Wildfire smoke
from Canada is affecting
major U.S. cities from
New York to Minneapolis.
And those most affected,
of course, are in Can-
ada. More than 27,000
Canadians across three
provinces have been
forced to evacuate due to
wildfires.

This relatively new phe-
nomenon was met with
a different attitude when
heavy wildfire smoke
blanketed the Midwest
and East Coast in 2023.
Back then, the smoke
came during the heart of
summer, and the smoke
on top of high tempera-

tures made breathing
conditions more no-
ticeably difficult. What
followed was canceled
sporting events and many
more people who opted
to stay inside until the
smoke disappeared.

Today, it seems as
though concerns have
faded, though we know
many folks who have
complained of head-
aches, allergy flare-ups
and fatigue this week.

It’s worth taking basic
precautions, especially
for those with preexisting
health conditions.

On smoky days, experts
recommend limiting
outdoor activity, using
air purifiers if available
and keeping windows
closed. Checking the air
quality index — available
via most weather apps —
is a good habit, just like
checking the forecast.
Staying aware can make a
real difference, especially
for children, older adults
and anyone with asthma
or allergies.

The smoke is expected
to clear soon. But as wild-
fires become more com-
mon, it’s important to
remember: Just because
something starts to feel
normal doesn’t mean it’s
safe. We shouldn'’t ignore
the health risks — or the
warning signs in the sky.

Commentary

The GOP's fiscal hawk
era is officially over

David M. Drucker
Bloomberg Opinion
(TNS)
here is no constituency for debt
I reduction, which is a fancy way
of saying voters don'’t care that
the federal balance sheet is roughly
$37 trillion in the red — and growing.

This simple fact of American poli-
tics goes a long way toward explain-
ing why President Donald Trump,
with the help of congressional
Republicans, is pushing a sweeping
reconciliation package of tax cuts and
fresh domestic spending priorities
that is projected to add approximately
$3.8 trillion to the swelling federal
debt. Politics is a service business and
Trump and his Capitol Hill allies are
aiming to please the customer.

So they’ve loaded up the recon-
ciliation package, dubbed the One
Big Beautiful Bill Act, with a series
of crowd-pleasers — expansions of
existing tax breaks plus some brand-
new ones.

Yes, there are spending cuts. The
version of the legislation that passed
in the House of Representatives and
is now up for consideration in the
Senate includes reductions to Medic-
aid and other budget line items. But
there’s nothing in the bill that results
in a net decrease in the debt. Even the
proposed changes to Medicaid face
an uncertain future, thanks to GOP
opposition in the Senate.

That’s because the sort of sub-
stantial spending cuts and program
reforms required to break Washing-
ton’s addiction to borrowing would
be wildly unpopular.

For instance, any meaningful
attempt to balance the books prob-
ably requires both raising taxes and
overhauling Medicare and Social Se-
curity. That’s not a recipe for winning
elections.

As concerning as the U.S. debt
load is becoming for bond markets
and some finance titans (and the few
fiscal hawks left in Washington), most
Americans have more urgent con-
cerns, said David Winston, a Republi-
can pollster who has been surveying
voters for more than 25 years.

“There’s another issue hitting voters
that’s a bigger deal, and that’s infla-
tion,” he told me. “When you're look-
ing at an economic situation where

there’s something that’s pressing
people at a personal level, it’s not that
the deficit isn’t important, it is. But
being able to pay bills and deal with
things on a weekly basis and keep up
with all your costs takes precedence.”

Winston is right — and that’s not to
mention the fact that so many voters
are convinced the looming debt
bomb can be diffused by eliminating
waste, fraud and abuse in govern-
ment spending.

But this isn’t a new phenomenon.
Voters generally, particularly on the
left, have always found some reason
or another for opposing legislation
that asks them to participate in the
solution to Washington’s fiscal chal-
lenges. It's why tax hikes on the so-
called rich are so popular and such
an easy political message to wield.

What has changed is the Republi-
can Party and the voters it represents.

Without question, Republican pres-
idents prior to Trump were complicit
in running up the debt. But in the pre-
Trump era defined by President Ron-
ald Reagan, fiscal responsibility and
small government had currency with
grassroots conservatives who formed
the heart of the GOP base. But today’s
Republican base voters are different
than their forebearers, courtesy of a
Trump populist makeover.

The 45th and 47th president over
the past decade attracted legions
of working-class voters to the Re-
publican Party. For the most part,
these newer Republicans are former
Democrats who joined the GOP for
cultural reasons; for instance, they
passionately oppose abortion rights
and support gun rights. Notably, they
brought with them their preference
for government safety-net programs
and general lack of concern about the
debt (qualities that have long defined
grassroots Democrats).

Simultaneously, suburban voters
inclined to value fiscal responsibility
generally, and debt reduction specifi-
cally, have drifted away from the GOP.

The result is a Republican govern-
ing coalition much more enamored
of government spending than it used
to be and far less concerned about
the federal debt, even though it has
grown to more than 120% of the
entire U.S. economy — problematic to
say the least.

Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images/TNS

U.S. Speaker of the House Mike Johnson (R- Louisiana) listens as House Home-
land Security Chairman Mark Green (R- Tennessee) speaks to the media after the
House narrowly passed a bill forwarding President Donald Trump’s agenda at
the U.S. Capitol on Thursday, May 22, 2025, in Washington, D.C.

To the Editor: It’s prac-
tically impossible to get
opposing sides to talk, let
alone agree on a topic.

But I don’t think there
are any billionaires in
Cortland, so maybe folks

can understand that this
so-called Big Beautiful
Bill is designed to benefit
the 1%. It provides a $664
billion tax break to those
who own more wealth
than the bottom 93%.

Letters to the Editor
Big Beautiful Bill benefits rich

That’s you and me. And
it will slash Medicaid and
the Affordable Care Act by
$715 billion, eliminating
health care to almost 14
million Americans.

Do you really want tax

breaks for the corpora-
tions that stash their prof-
its offshore and invest in
Al and robots, throwing
people out of work? I
don’t. We need to come
together to fight against

Letters to the editor policy
The Cortland Standard welcomes letters from readers for publication on this page. All letters submitted must be signed by the
writer and include the writer’s home address and daytime telephone number. Letters may be edited for length and content. Letters
are limited to 300 words in length. Letters endorsing or opposing the election of candidates for public office are limited to 200 words.
Thank-you notes will not be accepted.

the greed and corruption
of the billionaire class. We
need to unite against this
massive wealth inequal-
ity that is dragging us all
down.

Together we can insist

that the needs of work-
ing families are more im-
portant than the need for
more millions for the al-

ready ridiculously rich.
Kathleen Elliott
Cortland
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REUTERS/Mike Blake

Police face off with demonstrators during a protest against federal immigration sweeps in downtown Los
Angeles, California, Sunday.

Marines sent to Los Angeles
As Trump backs arrest of Calif. governor

Jane Ross
and Idrees Ali
Reuters

LOS ANGELES/
WASHINGTON — The
U.S. military will tempo-
rarily deploy about 700
Marines to Los Ange-
les until more National
Guard troops can arrive,
marking another escala-
tion in President Don-
ald Trump’s response to
street protests over his
aggressive immigration
policies.

A US. official, speak-
ing on condition of ano-
nymity, said a battalion
would be sent on tem-
porary duty until more
National Guard troops
could reach the scene.
For now, the Trump ad-
ministration was not in-
voking the Insurrection
Act, which would allow
troops to directly partic-
ipate in civilian law en-
forcement.

The official added the
situation was fluid and
could change.

U.S. Marines have
been deployed domesti-
cally for major disasters
such as Hurricane Ka-

trina and the Septem-
ber 11, 2001, attacks.
They are known for be-
ing “first in, last out” in
U.S. military interven-
tions abroad, but it is ex-
tremely rare for U.S. mil-
itary troops to be used
for domestic policing
matters.

Using them for po-
lice matters is certain to
raise further objections
from Democrats, who
have accused Trump of

unnecessarily escalat-
ing tensions in Los An-
geles.

Earlier on Monday,
Trump said he would
support the arrest of
California’s Gavin New-
som, after Newsom
vowed to sue the feder-
al government over the
deployment of National
Guard troops to South-
ern California, calling it
anillegal act.

As Los Angeles faced
a possible fourth day
of protests over immi-
gration raids in the city,
Democrats and Repub-
licans clashed over what
has become the biggest
flashpoint in the Trump

administration’s aggres-
sive efforts to deport
migrants living in the
country illegally.

Trump deployed the
National Guard after
street protests on Friday
that turned violent over
the weekend. He said on
Monday he felt he had
no choice but to order
the deployment to pre-
vent the violence from
spiraling out of control.

California officials
called the deployment
an overreaction to
events on the ground.
Newsom said on Mon-
day that Trump’s actions
were an “unmistakable
step toward authoritari-
anism.

“We are suing Donald
Trump,” Newsom said
on X. “This is a manu-
factured crisis. He is cre-
ating fear and terror to
take over a state militia
and violate the U.S. con-
stitution.”

California  Attorney
General Rob Bonta said
in a release that his of-
fice had sued. Reuters
could not immediately
confirm that a lawsuit

had been filed.

Federal law allows
the president to deploy
the Guard if the nation
is invaded, if there is
“rebellion or danger of
rebellion,” or the presi-
dent is “unable with the
regular forces to execute
the laws of the United
States.”

California’s suit ac-
cuses Trump of exceed-
ing his authority under
the statute and asks a
court to declare his ac-
tions as unlawful.

Returning to the
White House on Mon-
day after a night at
Camp David, Trump
was asked by a reporter
whether his border czar,
Tom Homan, should ar-
rest Newsom.

Homan has threat-
ened to arrest anyone
who obstructs immi-
gration enforcement ef-
forts, including the gov-
ernor.

“I'would do it if T were
Tom. I think it’s great,’
Trump replied. “Gavin
likes the publicity, but I
think it would be a great
thing”

15 states sue over
gun rule change

Nate Raymond
Reuters

Fifteen Democratic-led
U.S. states filed a lawsuit on
Monday seeking to block
Republican President Don-
ald Trump’s administra-
tion from returning thou-
sands of previously seized
devices that can be used
to convert semiautomat-
ic rifles into weapons that
can shoot as quickly as ma-
chine guns.

The states filed the law-
suit in federal court in Bal-
timore in the wake of the
administration’s May 16
settlement that resolved lit-
igation involving a ban on
certain “forced-reset trig-
gers” imposed by the gov-
ernment under Trump’s
Democratic  predecessor
Joe Biden. The states in the
lawsuit said such devices
remain illegal to possess

under federal law.
The Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and

Explosives under Biden is-
sued the ban after it deter-
mined that some of these
devices should be classi-
fied asillegal machine guns
under a federal law called
the National Firearms Act.
“We will not stand by as
the Trump administration
attempts to secretly legal-
ize machine guns in an ef-
fort to once again put fire-
arms industry profits over
the safety of our residents,’

New Jersey Attorney Gen-
eral Matthew Platkin said
in a statement.

The lawsuit was led by
New Jersey, Delaware and
Maryland, and also includ-
ed the states of Colorado,
Hawaii, Illinois, Maine,
Massachusetts, Michigan,
Minnesota, Nevada, Or-
egon, Rhode Island, Ver-
mont and Washington as
well as the District of Co-
lumbia.

The Trump administra-
tion’s settlement reversed
course on the Biden ad-
ministration’s policies.

The settlement resolved
lawsuits brought by a gun
rights group challenging
the ban and cases brought
by Biden’s Justice Depart-
ment against a manufac-
turer of the devices. Those
cases had resulted in con-
flicting court rulings over
the legality of classifying
these devices as illegal ma-
chine guns.

As part of the settlement,
the Trump administration
agreed to not apply the
machine gun ban to such
devices as long as they
are not designed for use
with handguns and agreed
to return nearly 12,000
forced-reset triggers that
had been seized by the
government to their own-
ers. The new lawsuit seeks
to block the return of these
devices to their owners.
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REUTERS/Shelby Tauber/File Photo
Guns are displayed at an exhibition booth, during the an-
nual National Rifle Association meeting in Dallas, Texas,

May 19, 2024.

Republicans push forward on Trump tax agenda

Reuters

WASHINGTON — U.S.
President Donald Trump
and his Republican allies
in Congress are deter-
mined to enact his tax-cut
agenda in a political push
that has largely aban-
doned longtime party
claims of fiscal discipline,
by simply denying warn-
ings that the measure will
balloon the federal debt.

The drive has drawn the
ire of Elon Musk, a once-
close Trump ally and the
biggest donor to Repub-
licans in the 2024 elec-
tion, who gave a boost to

a handful of party deficit
hawks opposed to the bill
by publicly denigrating it
as a “disgusting abomi-
nation,” opening a public
feud with Trump.

But top congressio-
nal Republicans remain
determined to squeeze
Trump’s campaign prom-
ises through their narrow
majorities in the Senate
and House of Represen-
tatives by July 4, while
shrugging off warnings
from the official Congres-
sional Budget Office and
a host of outside econo-
mists and budget experts.

“All the talk about
how this bill is going to
generate an increase in
our deficit is absolutely
wrong,” Senate Finance
Committee  Chairman
Mike Crapo told report-
ers after a meeting with
Trump last week.

Outside  Washington,
financial markets have
raised red flags about the
nation’s rising debt, most
notably when Moody’s
cut its pristine “Aaa” U.S.
credit rating. The bill also
aims to raise the govern-
ment’s self-imposed debt
ceiling by up to $5 trillion,
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a step Congress must take
by summer or risk a dev-
astating default on $36.2
trillion in debt.

“Debt and deficits
don’t seem to matter for
the current Republican
leadership, including the
president of the United
States,” said Bill Hoag-
land, a former Senate
Republican aide who
worked on fiscal bills
including the 1997 Bal-
anced Budget Act.

The few remaining
Senate Republican fiscal
hawks could be enough
to block the bill's pas-

sage in a chamber the
party controls 53-47. But
some have appeared to
be warming to the legisla-
tion, saying the spending
cuts they seek may need
to wait for future bills.
“We need a couple
bites of the apple here,’
said Republican Senator
Ron Johnson of Wiscon-
sin, a prominent fiscal
hardliner.  Republicans
who pledged fiscal re-
sponsibility in the 1990s
secured a few years of
budget surpluses under
Democratic former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton. Deficits

returned after Republi-
can President George W.
Bush’s tax cuts and the
debt has pushed higher
since under Democratic
and Republican adminis-
trations.

“Thirty years have
shown that it’s a lot easier
to talk about these things
when you're out of power
than to actually do some-
thing about them when
you're in,” said Jonathan
Burks, who was a top aide
to former House Speaker
Paul Ryan when Trump’s
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act was
enacted into law in 2017.

SEC: Existing staft cuts
help meet DOGE targets

Douglas Gillison
and Chris Prentice
Reuters

Wall Street’s top regula-
tor told the White House
in March it had already
made substantial progress
toward meeting President
Trump and Elon Musk’s
demands for leaner gov-
ernment via voluntary
workforce reductions,
according to a planning
document obtained by Re-
uters. The U.S. Securities
and Exchange Commis-
sion also told the Office of
Management and Budget
that it is legally required to
seek input from Congress
before any “significant
reorganization” and that
changes beyond certain
budget thresholds need
lawmakers’ approval, ac-

cording to the March 13
document provided in re-
sponse to a Reuters’ public
records request.

The SEC submission for
“reduction in force” and
reorganizations, which Re-
uters is the first to report,
responded to February’s
call from Trump and erst-
while ally Musk for federal
agencies to develop plans
for “large scale” cuts as
part of the so-called De-
partment of Government
Efficiency initiative.

Though much of the
text, released under the
Freedom of Information
Act, is redacted, the visible
portions suggest agency
leadership at least in part
believed voluntary reduc-
tions already in progress
could weigh against the

need for further cuts.

An SEC spokesperson
declined to comment be-
yond recently installed
SEC Chair Paul Atkins’s
public statements and the
agency’s recent budget re-
quest. The Office of Man-
agement and Budget did
not respond to a request
for comment.

Since he took office in
January, Trump’s gov-
ernment-slashing efforts
have stirred unease and
concern among some
SEC staff uncertain about
the future of the agency’s
workforce and its political

independence.
Critics have said the
workforce reductions

could hinder the SEC’s
performance in times of
crisis.
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‘Mum, I'm
home!’

Russia and Ukraine
exchange war prisoners

Aleksandar Vasovic
Reuters

CHERNIHIV  REGION,
Ukraine Russia and
Ukraine exchanged prison-
ers of war under the age of
25 on Monday in emotion-
al homecoming scenes,
the first step in a series of
planned prisoner swaps
that could become the big-
gest of the war so far.

The exchange was the re-
sult of direct talks between
the two sides in Istanbul on
June 2 that resulted in an
agreement to exchange at
least 1,200 POWs on each
side and to repatriate thou-
sands of bodies of those
killed in Russia’s war in
Ukraine.

The return of POWs and
the repatriation of the bod-
ies of the dead is one of the
few things the two sides
have managed to agree on
as broader negotiations
have failed to get close to
ending the war, now in its
fourth year.

Fighting has raged on,
with Russia saying on
Monday its forces had tak-
en control of more territo-
ry in Ukraine’s east-central
region of Dmnipropetrovsk
and Kyiv saying Moscow
had launched its largest
drone attack of the war.

Officials in Kyiv said
some of the Ukrainian pris-
oners who came home on
Monday had been in Rus-
sian captivity since the be-
ginning of the war.

At a rendezvous point
for the returning Ukrainian
prisoners, soon after they
crossed back into northern
Ukraine, an official hand-
ed one of the freed men a
cellphone so that he could

call his mother, a video
released by Ukrainian au-
thorities showed.

“Hi mum, I've arrived,
I'm home!” the soldier
shouted into the receiv-
er, struggling to catch his
breath because he was
overcome by emotion.

The released Ukrainian
men were later taken by
bus to a hospital in north-
ern Ukraine where they
were to have medical
checks and be given show-
ers, food and care packages
including mobile phones
and shoes.

Jubilation was tinged
with  sadness because
outside the hospital were
crowds of people, mostly
women, looking for rel-
atives who went missing
while fighting for Ukraine.

The women held up pic-
tures of the missing men
in the hope that one of
the returning POWs would
recognized them and
share details about what
happened to them. Some
hoped their loved ones
would be among those
released. Oksana Kupri-
yenko, 52, was holding up
an image of her son, De-
nys, who went missing in
September 2024.

“Tomorrow is my birth-
day and I was hoping God
will give me a gift and re-
turn my son to me,” she
said, through tears.

Neither side said how
many prisoners had been
swapped on Monday, but
the Russian Defence Min-
istry said in its own state-
ment that the same num-
ber of military personnel
had been exchanged on
each side.

Russian Defence Ministry/Handout via REUTERS
A stillimage from a video released by the Russian Defence
Ministry shows what it said to be Russian service person-
nel under the age of 25 captured by Ukrainian forces and
released during the latest exchange of prisoners of war in
the course of Russia-Ukraine conflict.

r'y
~

| N

| ey WV an

— — <= i

= - v ; )
|

[ (

POIIR ME Concrete

Crispian Balmer

Reuters
JERUSALEM/ASH-
DOD — Israeli naval
forces boarded and

seized a charity vessel
carrying Swedish ac-
tivist Greta Thunberg,
which had tried to break
the naval blockade of
the Gaza Strip on Mon-
day. The British-flagged
yacht, Madleen, which
is operated by the
pro-Palestinian  Free-
dom Flotilla Coalition,
had aimed to deliver a
symbolic amount of aid
to Gaza later on Monday

and raise international
awareness of the hu-
manitarian crisis there.
“If you see this video,
we have been intercept-
ed and kidnapped in in-
ternational waters by Is-
raeli occupational forces
or forces that support Is-
rael,” Thunberg, 22, said
in a video released by
the FCC, filmed before
the vessel was captured.
“I urge all my friends,
family and comrades
to put pressure on the
Swedish government to
release me and the oth-
ers as soon as possible.”

Freedom Flotilla Coalition/Handout via REUTERS
Surveillance footage shows crew of the Gaza-bound British-flagged yacht “Madleen” putting their hands up
as strong light came into the vessel, in this screengrab from a video released on Monday.

The Israeli Foreign
Ministry confirmed that
the vessel was under Is-
raeli control. Israel has
called Thunberg an “an-
tisemite” and dismissed
the aid ship as a stunt.

“The ‘selfie yacht’ of
the ‘celebrities’ is safe-
ly making its way to the
shores of Israel. The
passengers are expected
to return to their home
countries,” the ministry
wrote on X. All passen-
gers were safe and un-
harmed, it later added:
“They were provided
with sandwiches and

Israeli forces seize Gaza aid
boat carrying Greta Thunberg

water. The show is over”

Rima Hassan, a French
member of the Europe-
an parliament who was
also on board, posted on
X that the crew had been
“arrested by the Israe-
li army in international
waters around 2 a.m.”

A photograph showed
the crew seated on the
boat, all wearing life
jackets, with their hands
in the air. Israel’s foreign
ministry later distrib-
uted a photo showing
Thunberg in a green
hat and orange life vest,
smiling.

Kate Holton, Dan Burns
and Andrea Shalal
Reuters

LONDON Top
U.S. and Chinese offi-
cials were meeting in
London on Monday to
try and defuse a high-
stakes trade dispute that
has widened from tar-
iffs to restrictions over
rare earths, threatening
a global supply chain
shock and slower eco-
nomic growth.

On the first of likely
two days of talks, offi-
cials from the two super-
powers were meeting at
the ornate Lancaster
House to try to get back
on track with a prelimi-

nary agreement struck
last month in Geneva
that had briefly lowered
the temperature be-
tween Washington and
Beijing.

Since then the U.S.
has accused China of
slow-walking on its
commitments, particu-
larly around rare earths
shipments.

White House eco-
nomic adviser Kevin
Hassett said on Monday
that the U.S. team want-
ed a handshake from
China on rare earths af-
ter Donald Trump said
Xi Jinping had agreed
to resume shipments
in a rare call between

the two presidents last
week.

“The purpose of the
meeting today is to make
sure that they're seri-
ous, but to literally get
handshakes,” Hassett,
director of the National
Economic Council, told
CNBC in an interview.
He said the U.S. would
expect export controls to
be eased and rare earths
released in volume im-
mediately afterwards.

The talks come at a
crucial time for both
economies, which are
showing signs of strain
from Trump’s cascade of
tariff orders since his re-
turn to the White House
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US, Chinese officials meet
for pivotal trade talks

in January.

Customs data showed
that China’s exports to
the U.S. plunged 34.5%
year-on-year in May in
value terms, the sharp-
est drop since February
2020, when the outbreak
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic upended global
trade.

In the U.S., busi-
ness and household
confidence has taken
a pummeling, while
first-quarter gross do-
mestic product con-
tracted due to a record
surge in imports as
Americans front-loaded
purchases to beat antici-
pated price increases.

Tos

_ Masonry

< Sidewalks « Retaining Walls CP ROLL-OFF LAWN MOWING + SNOW PLOWING + JUNK REMOVAL
« Patios * Mini Excavator Service SPRING/FALL CLEANUPS « CLEANOUTS - HOUSES & BARNS
* Floors * Poured Concrete Walls D u M PS T E Rs PRESSURE WASHING - HOUSES, DECKS, DRIVEWAYS & SIDEWALKS

MULCHING ¢ SAND, STONE & MULCH DELIVERED
DRIVEWAY SEALING ¢ GUTTER CLEANING

* Snowplowing
s All of Your Masonry Needs!

 Stamped Concrete
e Cement Blocks

@  (607)591-2165

pour_me concrete@hotmall com ¢ Erme Newell

Shane
Keep

:299-4184

We also do cleanouts of houses and barns
and junk removal

SHRUB TRIMMING ¢

Fully Insured
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

ROLL-OFF DUMPSTERS FOR RENT
SHANE KEEP

607-299-4676

* Custom Jewelry Designs
* Gold & Diamond Buying
 Jewelry Appraisals

YOUR AD HERE!

 Jewelry and Watch Repair
» Watch Batteries For details and how to get started,
call (607) 756-5665
and speak with the
Advertising Department or email

advertising@cortlandstandard.com

R7BI N b@N

FAMILY JEWELERS

3 Groton Ave. Cortland
(607) 543-4044 robinsonfamilyjewelers.com

(ﬂ:nrtlanﬁﬁ%tanbarh




A8 — Cortland Standard, Tuesday, June 10, 2025

Judge dismisses
$400M lawsuit
against Blake Lively

Jonathan Stempel
Reuters

NEW YORK — A US.
judge on Monday dis-
missed actor Justin Bal-
doni’s $400 million def-
amation lawsuit against
actress Blake Lively, who
had accused Baldoni of
sexually harassing her
while filming the 2024
movie “It Ends with Us.”

U.S. District Judge Lew-
is Liman in Manhattan
said Lively’s claims to a
California state agency
about Baldoni’s alleged
harassment during the
filming were privileged,
and shielded from the
defamation claim by Bal-
doni and his Wayfarer
Studios.

In a 132-page decision,
Liman also dismissed
Baldoni’s related $250
million lawsuit against
the New York Times for its
December 21, 2024 article
about the dispute, ““We
Can Bury Anyone’: Inside
a Hollywood Smear Ma-
chine”

The judge said Baldo-
ni can try to file a much
narrower lawsuit against
Lively focused on con-
tractual issues.

Lawyers for Baldoni did
not immediately respond
to requests for comment.

“Today’s opinion is a to-
tal victory and a complete
vindication for Blake Live-
ly, her lawyers Michael

FESTIVAL

From A1

the backbone of the food
at the festival. Members
of the church donated
most of the baked goods
and traditional Italian
sweets for the dessert
booth, and they go real-
ly fast once the festival
opens. Some of the sup-
ply is supplemented by
local bakeries, as well.
Diane Miller has been
proudly representing the
hard work of the donors
at the booth since 2013.

“Basically everything
you can see here is baked
by the parishioners and
donated,” Miller said.
“Except for the specialty
items that are baked by
a bakery, it’s all donated.
There were about 20 peo-
ple that came on baking
day where we baked al-
most 300 goodies.”

St. Anthony’s Festival
is an important part of
Cortland’s social calen-
dar because it’s a posi-
tive weekend everyone is
welcome at. From church
members that have par-
ticipated for years to the
local children, according
to organizational volun-
teer Bill Peck, everyone
can come to the festival
and enjoy themselves.

“I think people need
something that’s whole-
some to come to, Peck
said. “You see more fam-

Gottlieb and Esra Hudson
said in a joint statement.
“As we have said from day
one, this $400 million law-
suit was a sham.”

Baldoni’s lawsuit was in
response to Lively’s own
lawsuit over his alleged
harassment. She  still
seeks unspecified triple
and punitive damages,
and a March 2026 trial re-
mains scheduled before
Liman.

A Times spokesman,
Charlie Stadtlander, said
in a statement: “Our jour-
nalists went out and cov-
ered carefully and fairly
a story of public impor-
tance, and the court rec-
ognized that the law is de-
signed to protect just that
sort of journalism.”

The feud began publicly
in December when Live-
ly filed a complaint with
the California Civil Rights
Department (CRD) about
Baldoni, followed by her
lawsuit.

In response, Baldoni’s
countersuit accused Live-
ly, her husband and actor
Ryan Reynolds, Lively’s
publicist Leslie Sloane,
the Times and others of
trying to smear him.

Baldoni said Lively
tried to effectively hijack
“It Ends with Us” and
then blame him when her
promotional  approach
prompted an online back-
lash against her.

US resumes processing
Harvard student visas

Humeyra Pamuk
Reuters

WASHINGTON — The
U.S. State Department
directed all U.S. mis-
sions abroad and con-
sular sections to resume
processing Harvard Uni-
versity student and ex-
change visitor visas after
a federal judge in Boston
last week temporarily
blocked President Don-
ald Trump’s ban on for-
eign students at the Ivy-
League institution.

In a diplomatic cable
sent on June 6 and signed
by U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio, the State
Department cited parts
of the judge’s decision,
saying the fresh directive
was “in accordance with”
the temporary restrain-
ing order.

Under that order
granted to Harvard late
on Thursday, U.S. District
Judge Allison Burroughs
blocked Trump’s procla-
mation from taking effect
pending further litigation
of the matter.

Trump had cited na-
tional security concerns
as justification for bar-
ring international stu-
dents from entering the
United States to pursue
studies at Harvard.

The Trump adminis-
tration has launched a
multi-pronged attack on
the nation’s oldest and
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wealthiest  university,
freezing billions of dol-
lars in grants and other
funding and proposing
to end its tax-exempt sta-
tus, prompting a series of
legal challenges.

Harvard argues the ad-
ministration is retaliating
against it for refusing to
accede to demands to

onions.

ily, you see young kids
and they feel safe here.
There’s a lot of nice Ital-
ian people here, it's a
great culture.

Lifelong church mem-
ber Tony Pace has been
helping with the festival
for years, and the sense
of community people feel
when they attend is one

“The Cortland Country Club

was heavily damaged last year
when storms raged through

the Central New York area. We
relied on Bailey Place Insurance
to help us get back on track. We
had over 100 trees down all over
our course, and damage to our
buildings. Insurance for golf
courses is unique, but we had the
right coverages in place thanks
to our knowledgeable agents. We
were able to clean up the trees, fix
the damages and make repairsto |
our fairways and greens as well.
Working with a local agent that
knew our exposures made all

the difference.”

— Ernie Dodge, Cortland Country
Club President

Paige Kingsley/Staff Reporter
Festival goers wait in line to order and pick up Italian sausage with peppers and

REUTERS/Faith Ninivaggi/File Photo
A student walks on the campus of Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachu-

control the school’s gov-
ernance, curriculum and
the ideology of its faculty
and students.

The State Department
did not immediately re-
spond to a request for
comment.

In the cable, the State
Department added that
all other guidance re-

garding student visas
remained in effect, in-
cluding enhanced social
media vetting and the re-
quirement to review the
applicants’ online pres-
ence.

Reporting by Humeyra
Pamuk, editing by Deepa
Babington

YMCA

From A1

where most of the mon-
ey from the Cortland
YMCA Race Series goes.

“We as the YMCA take
all the funds that we
raised for our race series
and we put them back
into our programs to
offset the cost of mem-
bership,” Cusano-Mc-
Laughlin said. “That
way, people who are not
able to cover the full cost
of programs for their
children, themselves or

of the most important
things to him.

The festival is rich with
Italian history and it’s
something that they're
eager to share with every-
one else.

“I like the fact that
members of the parish
open themselves up to
the community and in-

vite them to share in the
celebration with us,” Pace
said. “We started out as
an Italian parish and the
traditions that our fam-
ilies and grandparents
brought from Italy have
been continued here. It’s
a welcoming open envi-
ronment for everyone to
participate.”

BAILEY

N S UR AN C E

Auto * Home ¢ Life * Business

Your Dental
Health

Brought to you by

CORTLAND
DENTAL
E-9) «3

Dr. Baljinder Singh

other membership ser-
vices can get financial
support.”

Other funds and
sponsorship covers the
cost of the race shirts
and the timing bibs.
Pre-registration for the
race is still open on the
website at cortlandym-
ca.org for $30 and will
close at noon June 13.
Registration on the

morning of the race will
also be available at the
starting point between 9
and 9:45 a.m.

HOW DO DEMENTIA AND ALZHEIMER'S

AFFECT ORAL HEALTH?

People with cognitive/memory
diseases like dementia and Alzhei-
mer’s tend to struggle with daily
tasks like oral health care as the con-
dition progresses. They may forget
daily dental routines and struggle
with tasks like applying toothpaste
or holding a toothbrush. They may
not be able to communicate pain or
ask to see a dentist. People with de-
mentia often have dental problems
that are painful and make chewing
and swallowing harder. Tooth dam-
age and decay, gum disease, and dry
mouth are all common in elderly
adults, especially those with demen-
tia. Struggling to eat, refusing food,
facial swelling, refusing help with
oral care, and repeatedly touching
areas around the mouth can all be
signs that a senior has oral pain.

Choose a family dentist who has
a sincere interest in his or her pa-
tients’ complete health and who is
up to date on the latest oral health
care issues. If you are looking for
just such a dentist, we invite you
to call us at CORTLAND DEN-
TAL, 607.753.9361, for an ap-
pointment. At our state-of-the-art
office, all dental problems are dealt
with efficiently, effectively, and
compassionately. We’re located at
4313 North Homer Ave., where
we offer complete gentle, dental
care for all members of your family.

PS. Dietary choices, such as
limiting sugary and acidic foods,
can help elderly adults prevent
tooth decay and gum disease.

Cortland Country Club
Situated amongst the picturesque hills of Central
New York, the Cortland Country Club is the area’s
premier private social and golf destination.

Celebrating Friendship, Fairways and Festivities
for over 100 years!

We Manage Risk.

PLACE

2 N. Main St., Cortland, NY | (607) 756 2805
78 North St., Dryden, NY | (607) 844 8626
2428 N. Triphammer Rd, Ithaca, NY | (607) 319 0094

baileyplace.com
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‘Special’ flag football state championships
take place at Cortland, Homer high schools

Aidan Briggs
Sports Editor

CORTLAND New
York State’s flag football
state championships
were held at Cortland Jr./
Sr. High School and Ho-
mer High School this past
weekend. The semifinals
were played on Saturday
and the three champion-
ship games took place on
Sunday. This marked the
second year that Cortland
hosted the games, part of
a three-year agreement
with the state, and the
first year that featured
three classes.

“The facilities are beau-
tiful,” said Jen Lapinski,
co-flag football state coor-
dinator. “Machell Phelps
(Executive Director of the
Cortland Regional Sports
Council) is great to work,
she definitely makes the
process easy when we
bring teams here and it’s
pretty centrally located
across the state, which is
another benefit”

Twelve teams traveled
to Cortland to compete
over the weekend. Local
hotels, restaurants and
other facilities were put to
use for all of the traveling
teams as the state helped
find locations for teams to
utilize.

“I think New York State
makes it very easy on us
to get hotels, find restau-

Aidan Briggs/Sports Editor

i

Tappan Zee (red) and Colombia (white) get set before a play in the flag football class B state semifinal at
Cortland Jr./Sr. High School Saturday.

rants, all those sort of
things,” said Darrell Fly-
nn, Tappan Zee head
coach. “It’s been quite an
experience.”

Tappan Zee won its
Class B semifinal game,

beating Colombia 26-19.
Webster Schroeder beat
Sayville 14-7 in the class’
second semifinal and
then knocked off Tappan
Zee 20-14 to win the state
championship. Flynn is

proud of his team’s effort,
competing as a new pro-
gram and making it to the
state’s highest level.

“As a program, this is
our third year,” Flynn said.
“The first year was like a

pilot team so this is really
only our second year. It’s
unbelievable to see where
we were, to where we are
today. I'm very fortunate
to have the support sys-
tem in my district and I'm

lucky to have the players
thatI have”

Scarsdale won the Class
A state championship. It
knocked off Section III's
Fayetteville-Manlius 14-7
in the semifinal and beat
Half Hollow Hills 20-6 in
the championship game.
Half Hollow Hills beat
Penfield 20-6 in its semi-
final matchup.

Class C’s state champi-
on is Pioneer. After beat-
ing Plainedge 7-0 in the
semifinal, it beat section
IV’s Owego Free Academy
13-12 in the title game.
Owego Free Academy
beat Beekmantown 38-33
in their semifinal match-
up.

Flag football continues
to be a growing sport and
state representatives are
hoping the state cham-
pionships and the local
interest in them can help
facilitate interest in local
schools adding their own
programs.

“We're trying to grow
the game,” said Marissa
Dauria, co-flag football
state coordinator. “Hope-
fully some girls will see
it and expand it into this
area a bit more. It’s excit-
ing for the girls anytime
they can gain an oppor-
tunity to participate. It’s
really something special
for them.”

Cortland Crush taking leave for the 2025 season

Aidan Briggs

Sports Editor
The New York Colle-
giate Baseball League
(NYCBL) announced
last November that the
Cortland Crush will take
a leave for the 2025 sea-
son. Cortland joins the
Syracuse Spartans as two

teams that will not be par-
ticipating this summer,
looking to return in 2026.

With rising costs of
housing, transportation
and staffing, the Crush
will utilize a league rule
to work on reorganizing
it's operations and bet-
ter set themselves up for

future years. Cortland
will hold discussions
with the league in August
once a decision has been
made on if it will return to
league play next summer.

“To run a team for two
months, the cost is astro-
nomical,” said Bill McCo-
nnell, president and head

coach of the Crush. “Our
No. 1 job is the health and
welfare of all the play-
ers and staff. We want to
make sure we can ensure
that at all costs.”

Cortland placed third
in the East division with
a 16-13 record last year,
falling in the division

finals to the eventual
champion, Syracuse Salt
Cats. Cortland’s most re-
cent league champion-
ship came in 2022, when
it went back-to-back. The
Crush have had plenty of
successful seasons under
McConnell, but he felt it
was time for a simple re-

set.

“This is not an unusual
thing” McConnell said.
“Fatigue sets in. These
are 24-hour days for two
months. Recruiting is a
year-long process. We've
had a great 10-year run
and just want to refresh.”

Alcaraz

Andy Sims
PA Media/dpa (TNS)

Carlos Alcaraz came
from two sets down and
saved three match points
to overcome Jannik
Sinner and defend his
French Open title on Sun-
day in the longest final
match in Roland Garros
history.

The Spaniard showed
incredible reserves of en-
ergy and willpower to win
a five-hour 29-minute
marathon, 4-6, 6-7 (4-7),
6-4, 7-6 (7-3), 7-6 (10-2),
and deny world No. 1 Sin-
ner a third consecutive
Grand Slam title.

Alcaraz claimed his
fiftth major crown at ex-
actly the same age as his
idol Rafael Nadal did,
aged 22 years, one month
and three days old.

It was his fifth victory
from his fifth final, which
was the first at one of the
Slams to be played be-
tween two players born
this century.

It was also the first
Grand Slam final meeting
of the two young super-
stars of men’s tennis who
have now shared the last
six major titles.

And itis one that will go
down as a cast-iron Ro-
land Garros classic, a final
for the ages, a high-quali-
ty and heavy-hitting mar-
athon.

After receiving the tro-
phy — not from Nadal but
from 1999 champion An-

defends French Open title after epic match

dre Agassi - Alcaraz said:
“Jannik, it's amazing the
level you reach.

“To everyone who
came from Murcia to sup-
port me, thank you. This
trophy is yours also.

“Paris, you have been
important support for
me since the first prac-
tice in the first round, I
can’t thank you enough.
You will always be in my
heart”

Sinner said: “First of all,
congratulations Carlos. It
was an amazing perfor-
mance from you again. It
was an amazing battle.

“It is easier to play than
to talk right now. Even
though it is very difficult
right now, it is okay. Itis a
big privilege for me to be
here and to play here.

“For me, Paris is a re-
ally special place. I have
achieved many great
things here. I'm still hap-
py with this one. It is an
amazing trophy.

“I'won’t sleep very well
tonight but it is okay.”

Italian Sinner, on a
20-match winning streak
at the Slams, had earlier
looked certain to add the
Paris title to his US and
Australian Open crowns
when he forged two sets
ahead.

He had lost his previ-
ous four matches against
Alcaraz — the most re-
cent in the Rome final
last month, his first tour-
nament after serving a

three-month doping ban.

But the 23-year-old has
been almost untouchable
in the French -capital,
dropping no set and his
serve only three times be-
fore the final and saving
19 of the 22 break points
he had faced.

Some loose hitting

Adam Pretty/Getty Images/TNS
Carlos Alcaraz of Spain stretches for a forehand before slipping on the court in the
fifth set against Jannik Sinner of Italy during the Men'’s Singles Final match on Day
15 of the 2025 French Open at Roland Garros on Sunday, June 8, 2025, in Paris.

from Alcaraz gave Sinner
a break in the first game
of the third, but perhaps
being short of matches af-
ter his enforced absence
was beginning to tell as
last year’s winner clawed
back the deficit to force a
fourth.

That ended a run of

31 consecutive sets won
by Sinner at Grand Slam
tournaments, stretching
back to the Australian
Open fourth round.

With both players now
playing at close to their
top levels, it was Sinner
who made the first move
in the fourth set, breaking

to love to lead 4-3.

Second seed Alcaraz,
scrambling to cling on
to his title, then some-
how saved three cham-
pionship points on his
own serve at 5-3, before
incredibly digging even
deeper to break back.

In the tiebreak Sinner
edged two points ahead
but then started missing,
while Alcaraz fired down
back-to-back aces on his
way to leveling the match.

Sinner had never be-
fore won a match lasting
longer than four hours
— mainly because he has
never really had to — but
he was guzzling the pickle
juice at the changeover to
try and find more energy.

But Alcaraz, having
clinched an early break,
served for the match only
for Sinner to somehow
chase down an outra-
geous drop shot to level
again.

A 10-point tiebreak was
needed to separate them,
an early-evening shoot-
out to decide the cham-
pion, and by now Alcaraz
had his eye in.

A glorious winner, a
drop-shot and volley
and some wayward shots
from Sinner helped him
race ahead 7-0, and a fi-
nal, spectacular forehand
winner sealed an unbe-
lievable victory.



Ex-Cowboys

player
arreste

Joseph
d, faces

DWI charge

Matt Kyle
and Chris Amaya
The Dallas Morning
News (TNS)

A former Dallas Cow-
boys player is facing
charges of driving while
intoxicated after he was
allegedly involved in a
fatal crash on U.S. High-
way 75.

Richardson police
said on social media that
the department was in-
vestigating a fatal crash
Saturday when the for-
mer NFL player, Kelvin
Wayne Joseph Jr, 25,
called Plano police and
said he had been in-
volved in a crash.

Richardson police said
a motorcyclist, 27-year-
old Cody Morris of Pla-
no, was killed in the acci-
dent just before 5 a.m. in
the 2400 block of U.S. 75.

Joseph plays as a cor-
nerback for the DC De-
fenders in the United
Football League. He was
drafted by the Dallas
Cowboys in the second
round of the 2021 NFL
draft and played for the
team until 2023. He has
also played for the Mi-
ami Dolphins, Seattle
Seahawks and Indianap-
olis Colts.

In the statement, po-
lice said officers ob-
served “signs of intoxi-
cation” while speaking
with Joseph. He was
booked into the Rich-
ardson city jail at about
7:45 a.m., and he faces a
misdemeanor charge of
driving while intoxicat-
ed and a felony charge
of collision involving
death. It was not clear
if he has retained an at-
torney. An attorney who
previously represented
Joseph did not answer
the phone when called
by The Dallas Morning
News Saturday after-
noon.

Police said Joseph was
traveling north ina BMW
when he collided with a
motorcycle. Police said
no other vehicles were
found at the scene.

Joseph’s Dallas stint
came with off-field trou-
bles. On March 18, 2022,
Joseph was a passenger
in an SUV from which
two people shot into a
group of men in a Low-
er Greenville parking
lot. One man was fatally
struck in the head.

Police concluded that
Joseph was not a shoot-
er.
The NFL did not sus-
pend Joseph for his in-
volvement in the matter.
He appeared in 26 games
for the Cowboys until his
Dallas stint ended ahead
of the 2023 season. The
Cowboys traded Joseph
to the Miami Dolphins
in August 2023.

Joseph appeared in
nine games throughout
the Defenders’ 2025 sea-
son

The Defenders are
scheduled to face the St.
Louis Battlehawks in the
XFL conference champi-
onship game Sunday.

Joseph is not the
first NFL player to face
charges for a wreck on
US. 75. In March of
last year, Kansas City
Chiefs wide receiver and
ex-Southern Methodist
University player Rashee
Rice was involved in a
multivehicle crash on
the freeway near SMU.

He and then-SMU
player Teddy Knox were
accused of speeding on
the highway in rented
luxury vehicles before
losing control, strik-

ing four other vehicles.
They were then accused
of leaving the scene.
Charges against Rice and
Knox are still pending.

Smiley N. Pool/The Dallas Morning News/TNS

Ex- Dallas Cowboys cornerback Kelvin Joseph, left,
defends during a training camp practice on Aug. 7,
2023, in Oxnard, California.

Brian Batko
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
(TNS)

At 41, Aaron Rodgers
is the oldest player in the
NFL. His soon-to-be 21
seasons of experience are
also the most among ac-
tive veterans, and he has
outlasted everyone else
in his 2005 draft class by
more than three years
now.

This isn’t to make a neg-
ative out of the man’s lon-
gevity. But it’s a reminder
of just how many past and
future teammates — and
opponents — he’s crossed
paths with over the years.
Naturally, the Pittsburgh
Steelers have their share
of those with Rodgers
connections, from coach
Mike Tomlin on down
through the roster.

“He didn’t fold under
the pressure,” Tomlin said
of Rodgers once upon a
time. “I thought we hit
him some early. We got to
him as the game went on,
but he showed his met-
tle, continued to stand in
there and throw the foot-
ball and throw it accurate-
ly. I tip my hat to him for
that”

That was after the most
haunting loss of Tomlin’s
career, when Rodgers and
the Green Bay Packers
beat the Steelers 31-25
to win Super Bowl XLV
in 2011. Both sides have
been on a roller coaster
since that night, neither
making it back to the
game’s biggest stage, let
alone standing on stage
with the Lombardi Tro-
phy in hand.

ers’ best hope for such a
dream run is for the Rod-
gers era to be more than
a rerun. Fifty-two other
players likely will go as far
as the four-time NFL MVP
can take them. It will be
a full-circle moment for
some, those who grew up
watching him or others
who have a more intimate
history with him in the
league.

“He’s seen every cover-
age,” Cam Heyward said
last season before facing
Rodgers with the New
York Jets. “It's not like
you're gonna fool him
that much.”

The Steelers fooled him
enough to lead to three in-
terceptions that Monday
night at Acrisure Stadium,
two of which ended up in
the hands of undrafted
rookie nickelback Bean-
ie Bishop Jr. One of those
was a ricochet off of the
chest of receiver Garrett
Wilson, but nonetheless,
Bishop picked off Rodgers
twice.

It became a subplot for
a week or two that Bish-
op had requested Rodg-
ers sign the footballs for
him, and a future Hall of
Famer with a reputation
for being prickly at times
obliged. Bishop was ap-
preciative, Rodgers was
cool about it and the rest
was history — until the
two came across each
other in late March when
the quarterback was tak-
ing his free agency visit to

But

now the Steel-

the Steelers.

RUDGERS
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Joe Sargent/Getty Images/TNS
Head coach Mike Tomlin of the Pittsburgh Steelers, right, and Aaron Rodgers of the New York Jets embrace after
the game at Acrisure Stadium on Oct. 20, 2024, in Pittsburgh.

Aaron Rodgers has spanned
generations of NFL players

But for the Steelers, it comes down to one shot

“I'met him when he was
at the facility,” Bishop said
Wednesday. “He’s a funny
guy.

Bishop and fellow cor-
nerback Cory Trice Jr. had
just finished an offseason
workout when Rodgers
happened to walk by. So,
to Rodgers, it looked like
they were just loafing.

Always one to talk some
trash to defensive backs,
Rodgers gave them some
grief for working hard or
hardly working.

“Are yall gonna keep
F'ing around or are y’all
gonna work out?” Bish-
op recalled. “Just funny
stuft”

If there’s one current
Steeler who can appreci-
ate — or rue — the irony
of Bishop intercepting
Rodgers twice the first
time he stepped on the
field against him, it’s the
elder statesman in the
cornerback room. That
would be 34-year-old free
agent acquisition Darius
Slay Jr., who was in the
same division as Rodgers
from 2013-19 with the De-
troit Lions and same con-
ference from 2020-22 with
the Philadelphia Eagles.

In 13 career matchups
with Rodgers, Slay has
never picked him off. He
was hoping to get one in
2022, when the Eagles
were rolling and wel-
comed Rodgers to Phil-
adelphia for what would
be his last game there as
a Packer. The Eagles won
40-33, and Rodgers even
served up two intercep-
tions, but those went to
journeyman slot corner-
back Josiah Scott and —

to really twist the knife
— rookie safety Reed
Blankenship.

“I'm low-key jealous,
too, a little bit, I ain’t gon-
nalie,” Slay joked after that
game, “because he got
him before I did. I been
in the league 10 years and
he’s a [expletive] rookie.
... He got a pick before me
with A-Rod. I was in his
division for seven years
and I couldn’t get his ass,
but he got him.”

Don’t mistake Slay’s
competitive nature for a
grudge against Rodgers,
though. In fact, Slay and
Rodgers have about as
much mutual admiration
as you could imagine for
a confident quarterback
and a fiery cornerback.

Slay attributes much of
his confidence early in his
career to praise that came
from Rodgers when they
were embroiled in the Li-
ons-Packers rivalry. Rod-
gers told Slay he deserves
the utmost respect be-
cause of the way he would
shadow opposing receiv-
ers — inside, outside, left
side, right side, wherever
they went.

“Him and [Richard]
Sherman were the first
two people that told me
that I'd get all the recogni-
tion,” Slay said in 2019 via
DetroitLions.com.

A self-proclaimed “fan”
of Rodgers’ even before
he made it to the league
himself, Slay has the No.
12 Packers in his uniform
collection. And he was
floored one season when
Rodgers sought him out
before a game to request a
Slay jersey in return.

Pete Alonso passes David Wright on HR list

Abbey Mastracco
New York Daily News
(TNS)

Pete Alonso is now
just nine home runs
from tying Darryl
Strawberry for the
New York Mets’ all-
time club home run
record, and 10 from
taking the title.

The first baseman
was one of four Mets
hitters to homer in a
13-5 win over the Col-
orado Rockies on Sun-
day afternoon at Co-
ors Field, with Alonso
and Jeff McNeil each
hitting two dingers,
while Brett Baty and
Francisco Alvarez
each hit one, and Juan
Soto reached base six
times.

Tylor Megill earned
the win and right-

hander Paul Black-
burn pitched out of
the bullpen for the
first time this season,
going four innings for
a save.

The Mets (42-24)
completed a season
sweep of the Rock-
ies, finally getting the
big offensive game
they've been looking
for, but it was Alon-
so who moved up in
the record books with
both of his home runs.

Alonso’s first home
run tied him David
Wright for second
all-time in franchise
history, and with his
second, he took sole
possession of second
place. In the top of the
third with the Mets
up 2-0 and Soto on
second, right-hander

Chase Dollander
threw a 1-1 -cutter
that didn’'t quite cut
the way it might have
if it wasn’t for Coors
Field’s altitude. Alon-
so drove it 416 feet to
left-center field, giving
the Mets a 4-0 lead.

Tyrone Taylor's RBI
double off Dolland-
er in the same inning
made it 5-0. Dolland-
er (2-6) finished the
inning, but wouldn’t
return for the fourth,
finishing with five
earned runs on eight
hits, walking one,
striking out three and
being charged with an
error trying to pick off
Soto.

The Rockies (12-53)
went to right-hander
Juan Mejia, but he
wasn'’t any better.

Up 5-0 in the fourth,
McNeil hit his second
of the game and sixth
of the season, a three-
run shot that gave the
Mets an eight-run
lead. Colorado got
two back in the fifth,
but the Mets kept go-
ing. Baty hit a two-run
home run off right-
hander Seth Halvors-
en in the top of the
seventh.

With the Mets up
10-3 in the eighth,
right-hander Tyler
Kinley tried to go in-
side to Alonso with a
fastball. The slugger
turned on it, sending
it over the left-field
fence for another two-
run blast.

He has 17 on the
season, and his aver-
ageisup to .301.

Dustin Bradford/Getty Images/TNS
Pete Alonso of the New York Mets celebrates his eighth inning
two-run home run against the Colorado Rockies at Coors Field on
Sunday, June 8, 2025, in Denver.
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US Open at Oakmont to cause
havoc for world’s best golfers

Column

Gerry Dulac
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
(TNS)

When he played his first prac-
tice round before the 2016 U.S.
Open, Shane Lowry quit after
six holes because he thought
Oakmont Country Club was
too paralyzing — and too dam-
aging to his confidence.

“I'sat there in the locker room
going, I have no idea how I'm
going to play golf around this
place,” Lowry said.

Six days later, Lowry had a
three-shot lead after 54 holes
going into the final round.

“It wasn't that I felt like I
couldn’t play it, but I was just
like, “This is too hard, I'm going
in/ You know what I mean?”
Lowry said at the Memorial
in Dublin, Ohio. “Honestly, if
it didn’t rain — I remember
it rained on Wednesday and
Thursday that week — God
knows what the winning score
would have been.”

It ended up being 4-under
276.Butit was posted by Dustin
Johnson, not Lowry, who shot
76 on Sunday and finished tied
for second — three shots be-
hind the winner.

Flash forward to Monday,
six days ago, when world No.
2 Rory Mcllroy and former
Masters champion Adam Scott
were part of a private event at

Oakmont with a shotgun start.

Mcllroy began on No. 2, the
driveable 346-yard par-4, and
made 7. Scott hit every fairway
on the front and shot 3-over.

Yes, it’s tough out there, and
the 125th U.S. Open hasn’t
even started.

And if it stays relatively dry,
unlike 2016, it's going to get
tougher than a three-day-old
pork chop.

“I don’t get too caught up in
the whole carnage, pre-tour-
nament reports because we

Andrew Redington/Getty Images/TNS
Shane Lowry of Ireland reacts during the final round of the U.S. Open at Oakmont Country Club on
June 19, 2016, in Oakmont, Pennsylvania.

hear that almost seemingly ev-
ery year at these events,” said
NBC'’s tower analyst Kevin Kis-
ner, who played in nine U.S.
Opens, including 2016 at Oak-
mont when he finished tied for
49th. “And then when we show
up on Thursday, somebody’s
3-under at the turn, and it’s,
like, “‘What happened to all the
carnage reports?’

“You put 156 of the best play-
ers in the world at a course, it
doesn’t matter; you stick a hole
in the ground, and they're go-

ing to figure out a way to make
birdies.”

The U.S. Open is back at Oak-
mont for a record 10th time,
with practice rounds open to
the public beginning Monday
and the real fun commencing
Thursday. The field of 156 play-
ers includes Mcllroy, a three-
time winner in 2025, world No.
1 Scottie Scheffler and defend-
ing champ Bryson DeCham-
beau, who has become a major
presence at major champion-
ships.

overeignty wins the Belmont Stakes

John Cherwa

Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Sometimes a rivalry falls
short of the hype. But no such
thing happened Saturday at
Saratoga Race Course when
in almost a repeat of the Ken-
tucky Derby, Sovereignty ran
past Journalism in mid-stretch
to win the 157th running of the
Belmont Stakes.

The conversation would
have been quite different if

Sovereignty had run in the
Preakness Stakes and won. If
that were the case he would
have been the 14th winner of
the Triple Crown.

Rodriguez and Crudo, as ex-
pected, were the front runners
going into the first turn of the 1
1/4-mile race.

But as the horses went down
the backstretch Journalism
started to get engaged with
Sovereignty close by. Enter-

ing the homestretch, Journal-
ism poked his head in front as
Rodriguez began to fall back.
Sovereignty was working his
way to the outside of Journal-
ism and with 200 yards to go
moved swiftly to the front and
won by three lengths.

Justlike in the Kentucky Der-
by, Baeza was third. Rodriguez
finished fourth. Sovereignty
paid $7.00 to win.

“I think there are three re-

Scoreboard

ally good horses and I'm glad
he was able to come back and
put in a race like he did in the
Derby,” said winning trainer
Bill Mott.

“If we wouldn’t have won to-
day, we would have taken a lot
of criticism, but it turned out
good. Sometimes you make
the right decision and a lot
of times you make the wrong
ones, but today it really worked
out well””

KCC THURSDAY NIGHT LEAGUE
6/5/25

LOW GROSS: Dirk Dockstater (34)

STANDINGS:

Gates Carriage 20.5 Doug’s Shop 13
Norstar 16.5 McUmber Strong "
Marathon Mem. Chapel14.5 St. Charles 8
KCC 14.5 Broad St. Tavem 65
W&D Smith Deve. 14 Sharp’s Funeral Home 5
AAA 14

WALDEN OAK’S WEDNESDAY
MENS LEAGUE
6/4/25
LOW GROSS

Front: Pat Semeraro (34)
Back: Dana Merkur (37)

LOW NET
Front: Gary Brendel (30)
Back: Craig Lott (27)

STANDINGS:
Cort. Used Cars125  All County Collision 100

Dark Horse 121 Ruff Maintenance 89.5
Mail Box 112 Robinson Jewelers 83
SkyCom 109  Fore Skins 785
Spafford Elec. ~ 107.5 Paddy’s Pub 7
Walden Oaks  105.5 Cayuga Health 67
CortLanes 100  Horsemen 0

CHICKEN CHALLENGE SHOOT WEEK 1

Homer (242)
Mason Allen 49
Joe Facucher 49
Bob Hutchings 48
Paul VanValkenburg 48
Jeff Wood 48
McGraw (227)
Levi Parks 48
Kevin King 46
Rich Kearney 45
Mike Rice 45
Jeff Crandall 43

Next shoot at Homer: June 12

For details and ho
to get started,
call
(607) 756-5665
and speak with the
Advertising
Department or
email
advertising@
cortlandstandard.com
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BASKETBALL

NBA Playoff Glance
FIRSTROUND
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
Eastern Conference
New York 4, Detroit 2
Saturday, April 19: New York 123, Detroit 112
Monday, April 21: Detroit 100, New York 94
Thursday, April 24: New York 118, Detroit 116
Sunday, April 27: New York 94, Detroit 93
Tuesday, April 29: Detroit 106, New York 103
Thursday, May 1: New York 116, Detroit 113
Cleveland 4, Miami 0
Sunday, April 20: Cleveland 121, Miami 100
Wednesday, April 23: Cleveland 121, Miami 112
Saturday, April 26: Cleveland 124, Miami 87
Monday, April 28: Cleveland 138, Miami 83
Indiana 4, Milwaukee 1
Saturday, April 19: Indiana 117, Milwaukee 98
Tuesday, April 22: Indiana 123, Milwaukee 115
Friday, April 25: Milwaukee 117, Indiana 101
Sunday, April 27: Indiana 129, Milwaukee 103
Tuesday, April 29: Indiana 119, Milwaukee 118, OT
Boston 4, Orlando 1
Sunday, April 20: Boston 103, Orlando 86
Wednesday, April 23: Boston 109, Orlando 100
Friday, April 25: Orlando 95, Boston 93
Sunday, April 27: Boston 107, Orlando 98
Tuesday, April 29: Boston 120, Orlando 89
Western Conference
Golden State 4, Houston 3
Sunday, April 20: Golden State 95, Houston 85
Wednesday, April 23: Houston 109, Golden State 94
Saturday, April 26: Golden State 104, Houston 93
Monday, April 28: Golden State 109, Houston 106
Wednesday, April 30: Houston 131, Golden State
116

Friday, May 2: Houston 115, Golden State 107
Sunday, May 4: Golden State 103, Houston 89
Denver 4, L.A. Clippers 3
Saturday, April 19: Denver 112, LA. Clippers 110, OT
Monday, April 21: LA. Clippers 105, Denver 102
Thursday, April 24: LA. Clippers 117, Denver 83
Saturday, April 26: Denver 101, LA. Clippers 99
Tuesday, April 29: Denver 131, LA. Clippers 115
Thursday, May 1: LA. Clippers 111, Denver 105
Saturday, May 3: Denver 120, LA. Clippers 101
Oklahoma City 4, Memphis 0
Sunday, April 20: Oklahoma City 131, Memphis 80
Tuesday, April 22: Oklahoma City 118, Memphis 99
Thursday, April 24: Oklahoma City 114, Memphis
108

Saturday, April 26: Oklahoma City 117, Memphis
115

Minnesota 4, L.A. Lakers 1
Saturday, April 19: Minnesota 117, LA. Lakers 95
Tuesday, April 22: LA. Lakers 94, Minnesota 85
Friday, April 25: Minnesota 116, LA. Lakers 104
Sunday, April 27: Minnesota 116, LA. Lakers 113
Wednesday, April 30: Minnesota 103, L.A. Lakers 96

SECOND ROUND

(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)

Eastern Conference

Indiana 4, Cleveland 1
Sunday, May 4: Indiana 121, Cleveland 112
Tuesday, May 6: Indiana 120, Cleveland 119
Friday, May 9: Cleveland 126, Indiana 104
Sunday, May 11: Indiana 129, Cleveland 109
Tuesday, May 13: Indiana 114, Cleveland 105

New York 4, Boston 2
Monday, May 5: New York 108, Boston 105, OT
Wednesday, May 7: New York 91, Boston 90
Saturday, May 10: Boston 115, New York 93
Monday, May 12: New York 121, Boston 113
Wednesday, May 14: Boston 127, New York 102
Friday, May 16: New York 119, Boston 81

Western Conference

Oklahoma City 4, Denver 3
Monday, May 5: Denver 121, Oklahoma City 119
Wednesday, May 7: Oklahoma City 149, Denver 106
Friday, May 9: Denver 113, Oklahoma City 104, OT
Sunday, May 11: Oklahoma City 92, Denver 87
Tuesday, May 13: Oklahoma City 112, Denver 105

Scores are from Saturday, June 7, 2025

Thursday, May 15: Denver 119, Oklahoma City 107 Tuesday, April 22: Florida 6, Tampa Bay 2 (Best-of-7; x-if necessary) Kansas City 7, St. Louis 5, 2nd game Tampa Bay 4, Miami 3
.Sunday, May 18: Oklahoma City 125, Denver 93 Thursday, April 24.: Florida 2, Tampa Bay 0 EASTERN CONFERENCE Friday's Games Miami Tampa Bay
Minnesota 4, Golden State 1 Saturday, April 26: Tampa Bay 5, Florida 1 Florida 4, Carolina 1 Tampa Bay 4, Miami 3 ab r hbi ab r hbi
Tuesday, May 6: Golden State 99, Minnesota 88 Monday,Apr\lZ& Florida 4,Tampa Bay 2 Tuesda' Mav 20: Florida 5, Carolina 2 Texas at Washington, (n) Edwards2b 20 0 0 Jlowerf 40 0 0
Thursday, May 8: Minnesota 117, Golden State 93 Wednesday, April 30: Florida 6, Tampa Bay 3 Y, Hlay 5 Forida >, : Boston at N.Y. Yankees, (n) Sanoia 2b 31 10 Blowedh 32 00
; . Thursday, May 22: Florida 5, Carolina 0 : ' ) -
Saturday, May 10: Minnesota 102, Golden State 97~ Washington 4, Montreal 1 Saturday, May 24- Florida 6. Carolina 2 Chicago Cubs at Detroit, (n) Sanchezdh 40 0 0 Caminero3b 41 2 0
Monday, May 12: Minnesota 117, Golden State 110 Monday, April 21: Washington 3, Montreal 2, 0T Monda y’Ma y26‘.CaroHna3' Florida 0 Houston at Cleveland, (n) Lopez ss 41 12 Misnercf 00 0 0
Wednesday, May 14: Minnesota 121, Golden State Wednesday, April 23: Washington 3, Montreal 1 Wednezaa );\/Ia /28: Florida 5, Carolina 3 Kansas City at Chicago White Sox, (n) Ramirez ¢ 41 31 Aandalh 41 22
110 Friday, April 25: Montreal 6, Washington 3 WESTERN COy'NFiaill.CE ' Toronto at Minnesota, (n) Winklerpr-1b 00 0 0 Mangumcff 40 11
CONFERENCE FINALS Sunday, April 27: Washington 5, Montreal 2 Seattle at LA. Angels, (n) Hicks 1b 30 1 0Caballerolt3b 30 0 0
(Best-of-7; xif necessa Wednesday, April 30: Washington 4, Montreal 1 Edmonton 4, Dallas 1 Baltimore at Athletics, (n) Fortesph-c 10 0 0 Thaissc 40 2 1
H ) lina 4, New Jersey 1 Wednesday, May 21: Dallas 6, Edmonton 3 Saturday's G
Eastern Conference Carolina 4, New Jersey . y, May 21: , aturday’s Games Wagamanlf 40 30 Mead2b 40 20
| Sunday, April 20: Carolina 4, New Jersey 1 Friday, May 23: Edmonton 3, Dallas 0 Chicago Cubs (Taillon 5-3) at Detroit (Montero 2-1), ~ Hernandezrf 40 0 0 Wallsss 40 2 0
Indiana 4, New York 2 Tuesday, April 22: Carolina 3, New Jersey 1 Sunday, May 25: Edmonton 6, Dallas 1 1:10 pm. Norby 3b 40 00
Wednesday, May 21: Indiana 138, New York 135, O Friday, April 25: New Jersey 3, Carolina 2, 20T Tuesday, May 27: Edmonton 4, Dallas 1 Toronto (Gausman 5-4) at Minnesota (Paddack 2-5), ~ Myers cf 40 20
Friday, May 23: indiana 114, New York 109 Sunday, April 27: Carolina 5, New Jersey 2 Thursday, May 29: Edmonton 6, Dallas 3 2:10pm. Totals 373113 Totals 344 11 4
Sunday, May 25: New York 106, Indiana 100 Tuesday, April 29: Carolina 5, New Jersey 4, 20T FINALS Texas (deGrom 5-2) at Washington (Parker 4-5),4:05 ~ Miami 000 100 020 - 3
Tuesday, May 27: Indiana 130, New York 121 Toronto 4, Ottawa 2 (Best-of-7; x-if necessary) p.m. TampaBay 102 000 10x - 4
Thursday, May 29: New York 111, Indiana 94 Sunday, April 20 Toronto 6, Ottawa 2 Edmonton 1, Florida 0 Houston (Brown 8-3) at Cleveland (Williams 5-3), E_Hicks (3). DP_Miami 1, Tampa Bay 0. LOB_Miami

Saturday, May 31: Indiana 125, New York 108
Western Conference
Oklahoma City 4, Minnesota 1

Tuesday, April 22: Toronto 3, Ottawa 2, OT
Thursday, April 24: Toronto 3, Ottawa 2, T
Saturday, April 26: Ottawa 4, Toronto 3, 0T

Wednesday, June 4: Edmonton 4, Florida 3, OT
Friday, June 6: Florida at Edmonton, (n)
Monday, June 9: Edmonton at Florida, 8 p.m.

410p

er1-1),4:10 p.m.

.m.
Kansas City (Wacha 3-4) at Chicago White Sox (Hous-

7, Tampa Bay 9. 2B_Myers (5), Sanoja (9), Caminero 2
(15), Walls (3). HR_Ramirez (8), Lopez (5). SB_Mead (3),
Caballero (20).

Tuesday, May 20: Oklahoma City 114, Minnesota 88 ?ﬁesdgy,/l&ril219:T0ﬂawa21,(T)oront020 Thursday, June 12: Edmonton at Florida, 8 p.m. 4-1%? (Weathers 1-1) at Tampa Bay (Bradley 4-5), Miami P H R ER BB SO
. : 1 ! Toronto 4, Ott } i 10 p.m.
mghursday, May 22: Oklahoma City 118, Minnesota WES]L'JE[;ITYCOI(:);ERE(;IOCEO e xSaturday, June 14: Florida at Edmor_uton,TBA Boston (Crochet 5-4) at NY. Yankees (Yarbrough 3-0), ~ Cabrera,2-2 4 6 3 1 2 5
‘ ) x»Tu_esday,JuneW: Edmonton at Florida, TBA 35pm. Veneziano 10 0 0 1 2
101Saturday, May 24: Minnesota 143, Oklahoma City Da|s|asz, c(::orla‘:;gc i bl x-Friday, June 20: Florida at Edmonton, TBA Seattle (Castillo 4-3) at LA Angels (Kochanowicz 3-7), ~ Soriano 2 4 1 1 0 2
. y . aturday, April 19: Colorado 5, Dallas 9:38 p.m. Phillips T 1 0 0 0 1
é\/londay, May 26: Oklahoma City 128, Minnesota mogdayaAerZ]l:zl);ll[;;slzll, Cgl(():raldo i 01T o wo%ashimme (Morton 2-7) at Athletics (Severino 1-5), lelmséasy s s 1 1 0 4
. ) ) lednesday, April 23: Dallas 2, Colorado 1, :05 p.m. ittel| W,6-
Wednesday, May 28: Oklahoma City 124, Minnesota Saturday, April 26: Colorado 4, Dallas 0 BASEBALL Sundapy’s Games Rodriguez H,10 110 0 0 1
Monday, April 28: Dallas 6, Colorado 2 e . UcetaH,11 o3 2 2 0 1
FINALS Thursday, May 1: Colorado 7, Dallas 4 MLB Glance xfa?latawgm:g?g? 1123150pp’:nm. CleavingerH,8 31 0 0 0 0
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary) Saturday, May 3: Dallas 4, Colorado 2 Chicago Cubs at Detroit 1:40 pm Faibanks$,1213 1 0 0 0 0 0
Indiana 1, Oklahoma City 0 Edmonton 4, Los Angeles 2 AMERICAN LEAGUE Houston at Cleveland, 1:40 p.m. WP_Cabrera. o
Thursday, June 5: Indiana 111, Oklahoma City 110 Monday, April 21: Los Angeles 6, Edmonton 5 East Division Kansas City at Chicago White Sox, 2:10 p.m. Umpires_Home, Chad Fairchild; First, Ben May; Sec-
Sunday, June 8: Indiana at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m. Wednesday, April 23: Los Angeles 6, Edmonton 2 w L Pt GB TorontoatMinnesota, 2:10 p.m. ond, Roberto Ortiz; Third, Austin Jones.
Wednesday, June 11: Oklahoma City at Indiana, Friday, April 25: Edmonton 7, Los Angeles 4 New York 38 23 623 - Baltimore at Athletics, 4:05 p.m. 1.2:27.A_8,448(11,026).
8:30 p.m. Sunday, April 27: Edmonton 4, Los Angeles 3, OT TampaBay 34 29 540 5 SeattleatLA. Angels, 4:07 p.m.
Friday, June 13: Oklahoma City at Indiana, 8:30 p.m. ~ Tuesday, April 29: Edmonton 3, Los Angeles 1 Toronto 33 29 532 5% Boston at N.Y. Yankees, 7:10 p.m.
xMonday, June 16: Indiana at Oklahoma City, TBA Thursday, May 1: Edmonton 6, Los Angeles 4 Boston 30 34 469 9%  NATIONAL LEAGUE NASCAR
xThursday, June 19: Oklahoma City at Indiana, TBA  Vegas 4, Minnesota 2 Baltimore 25 36 410 3 Thursday's Games
xSunday, June 22: Indiana at Oklahoma City, TBA Sunday, April 20: Vegas 4, Minnesota 2 Central Division Anzon!ﬂ Alanta 10
WNBA Glance Tuesday, April 22: Minnesota 5, Vegas 2 w L Pet GB st. Louis 6, Kansas City 5, 10 innings, 1st game Cup Series Points Leaders
Thursday, April 24: Minnesota 5, Vegas 2 Detroit 4 23 641 - Toronto 9 'Philadelphia{ '
EASTERN CONFERENCE Saturday, April 26: Vegas 4, Minnesota 3, 0T Minnesota 34 28 548 6 San Francisco 3, San Dieqo 2 Through June 2
w L Pct GB Tuesday, April 29: Vegas 3, Minnesota 2, OT Cleveland 33 28 541 I LA Dodaers 6, NY Met595 1. William Byron, 547.
New York 8 0 1.000 - Thursday, May 1: Vegas 3, Minnesota 2 KansasCity 33 30 524 7% Ho@stong&? Pittshurah 2 2.Kyle Larson, 499.
Atlnta 5 2714 2% Winnipeg4,St. Louis 3 Chicago 20 317 0% ChiagoCubs7, Wagshingtcn 1 3. Christopher Bell, 459.
'”d'aﬂa 3 4 429 4k Saturday, April 19: Winnipeg 5, St. Louis 3 West Division Kansas City 7, St. Louis 5, 2nd game 4.Denny Hgmlm, 443.
Washington 3 6 333 5% Monday, April 21: Winnipeg 2 ; . ! ! 5.Chase Elliott, 442.
! y, April 21: Winnipeg 2, St. Louis 1 w L Pct GB  Friday's Games i
Chicago 2 4 333 5 oy ; - y 6.Tyler Reddick, 429.
) Thursday, April 24: St. Louis 7, Winnipeg 2 Houston 34 28 .548 - T Bay 4, Miami 3
Connecticut 1 6 143 6% i197- : . ampa Bay &, Miami 7.Ryan Blaney, 417.
Sunday, April 27: St. Louis 5, Winnipeg 1 Seattle 32 29 525 1% Philadelphia at Pittsburgh, (n)
WESTERN CONFERENCE Wednesday, April 30: Winnipeg 5, St. Louis 3 | ladeiphia at Fitisburgh, (n 8. Joey Logano, 380.
lednesday, April 30: Winnipeg 5, St. Louis Texas 29 34 460 5% i
A X - Winnipeg Texas at Washington, (n) 9. Ross Chastain, 377.
) w L Pct GB Friday, May 2: St. Louis 5, Winnipeg 2 Los Angeles 28 33 459 51, Avizona at Cincinnati (n) 10 Bubbr Wallecs 343,
Minnesota 8 0 1.000 - Sunday, May 4: Winnipeg 4, St. Louis 3, 20T Athletics 2 40 375 11 Chicago Cubsat Detrot n) " Cﬁas:Briascg;eézlz :
Phoeni 6 3 667 2 ? h ' - 1 932,
lstegss 4 > 4y 3 SECONDROUND NATIONAL LEAGUE San Diego at Milwaukee, n) 12. Alex Bowman, 334,
Seattle 4 4500 4 (Bestof-7; xif necessary) East Division LA. Dodgers at St. Louis, (n) 13. Austin Cindric, 303.
GoldenState 2 5 286 51, EASTERN CONFERENCE w L Pt G NYMetsatColorado, (n) 14, Chris Buescher, 297.
Los Angeles 2 4 250 6 Carolina 4, Washington 1 New York 39 24 619 - Atlanta at San Francisco, (n) 15.Kyle Busch, 291.
Dallas 1 7 125 7 Tuesda 'Ma 6: Carolina 2, Washington 1, OT Philadelphia £ L 59 1% Saturday's Games 16. Ryan Preece, 269,
. Y, May o P gton [, Washington 29 33 468 9% Chicago Cubs (Taillon 5-3) at Detroit (Montero 2-1), 17. Carson Hocevar, 287.
Thursday's Games Thursday, May 8: Washington 3, Carolina 1 ;
New York 86, Washington 78 Saturday, May 10: Carolina 4, Washington 0 L’\\/}!am_a % gg g;‘; }; W:WLOAp.[r)n.d v 10.6-4)at St Louis (Fedde 35 lg.mck\ylr?:sggﬁwufr%gfs.
Phoenix 86, Golden State 77 Monday, May 12: Carolina 5, Washington 2 CeI;TrIaI Division . '15;;m0 gers (Yamamoto 6-4) at St. Louis (Fedde 3-5), o Bom 2798 1284,
Friday’s Games Thursday, May 15: Carolina 3, Washington 1 w L Pt 6B Mlanta(Elder 2-3)at San Francisco (Webb 5:5), 4:05  21.Michael McDowell, 278.
Atlanta at Connecticut, (n) Florida 4, Toronto 3 Chicado 3 23 629 ~ pm 22. John H. Nemechek, 267.
Los Angeles at Dallas, (n) Monday, May 5: Toronto 5, Florida 4 St ILosis 34 2 548 5 Philadelphia (Sudrez 4-0) at Pittsburgh (Heaney 3-4),  23.Todd Gilliland, 261.
Saturday’s Games Wednesday, May 7: Toronto 4, Florida 3 Viwaukee 34 29 540 55 405pm. 24. Erik Jones, 259.
Las Vegas at Golden State, 3 p.m. Friday, May 9: Florida 5, Toronto 4, OT Cincinnati 30 3 47 9y, Texas(deGrom 5-2) at Washington (Parker 4-5), 4:05  25.Zane Smith, 255.
Indiana at Chicago, 8 p.m. Sunday, May 11: Florida 2, Toronto 0 Pitsbuigh 23 0 365 16%  Pm 26. Austin Dillon, 252.
Seattle at Phoenix, 10 p.m. \:/%dnei\/‘lfayr1"ga%’141f|°2”‘éla 63(105’”‘01 West Division Arizona (Nelson 2-1) at Cincinnati (Martinez 3-6), 271.Ty Gib‘bs,236‘
Sunday's Games fiday, Way 10: loronto Z, Forida 410p.m. 28. Daniel Surez, 231.
unday’s ) Sunday, May 18: Florida 6, Toronto 1 w L Pet B Miami (Weathers 1-1) at Tampa Bay (Bradley 4-5), 29. Justin Haley, 218.
Conneicutat Washington, 3 p.m. WESTERN CONFERENCE losAngeles 38 25603 -y 301 Dillon, 217
Minnesota at Dallas, 4 p.m. o San Diego 35 2 574 2 10 p.m. ) ) LTy ,217.
' Dallas 4, Winnipeg 2 ] San Diego (Kolek 3-1) at Milwaukee (Quintana 4-1), 31. Noah Gragson, 214.
Monday's Games SanFrancisco 35 28 556 34 ;
Wednesday, May 7: Dallas 3, Winnipeg 2 i 31 3 500 e dpm 32. Brad Keselowski, 194.
Golden State at Los Angeles, 10 p.m. - 0 Win ! rizona : 2 N.Y. Mets (Holmes 6-3) at Colorado (Palmquist 0-4), 33.Shane Vian Gisbergen, 173.
Friday, May 9: Winnipeg 4, Dallas 0 Colorado 12 50 194 25%
R - . 9:40 p.m. 34. Cole Custer, 173.
Sunday, May 11: Dallas 5, Winnipeg 2 AMERICAN LEAGUE i b
Tuesday, May 13: Dallas 3, Winnipeg 1 ) Sunday’s Games 35.Ri Zy Herbst, 173.
HOCKEY Thursday, May 15: Winnipeg 4, Dallas 0 Thursday’s Games Miami at Tampa Bay, 12:10 p.m. 36. Cody Ware, 84.

NHL Playoff Glance
FIRSTROUND
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Florida 4, Tampa Bay 1

Saturday, May 17: Dallas 2, Winnipeg 1, 0T
Edmonton 4, Vegas 1

Tuesday, May 6: Edmonton 4, Vegas 2

Thursday, May 8: Edmonton 5, Vegas 4, OT

Saturday, May 10: Vegas 4, Edmonton 3

Monday, May 12: Edmonton 3, Vegas 0

Wednesday, May 14: Edmonton 1, Vegas 0, OT
CONFERENCE FINALS

St. Louis 6, Kansas City 5, 10 innings, 1st game

Chicago White Sox 3, Detroit 2, 10 innings

Toronto 9, Philadelphia 1
Baltimore 4, Seattle 3
Athletics 14, Minnesota 3
Houston 8, Pittsburgh 2
N.Y. Yankees 4, Cleveland 0
Tampa Bay 4, Texas 3

San Diego at Milwaukee, 1:05 p.m.
Philadelphia at Pittsburgh, 1:35 p.m.
Texas at Washington, 1:35 p.m.
Arizona at Cincinnati, 1:40 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Detroit, 1:40 p.m.
LA Dodgers at St. Louis, 2:15 p.m.
N.Y. Mets at Colorado, 3:10 p.m.
Atlanta at San Francisco, 4:05 p.m.

37.Jimmie Johnson, 35.
38. Corey LaJoie, 24.

39. Katherine Legge, 7.
40. Derek Kraus, 5.

41, Chad Finchum, 3.
42. Casey Mears, 2.
43.Burt Myers, 1.

44, Martin Truex Jr, 1.
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PROUD GRANDMAIS
WORRIED BY WHAT
SHE'S SEEING

Abigail Van Buren

DEARABBY:I'mblessed at38
to have my first and likely only
grandbaby. She’s PERFECT. My
daughter, “Robin,” is stressed.
She’s left alone with the baby all
day, every day while her part-
ner works. Rob-
in sleeps only
when he’s home.
I understand
her frustration.
I raised her and
her brother, 12
months apart, on
my own. I don'’t
get to see my
grandbaby often as I don’t have
a vehicle and Robin doesn’t
have a driver’s license.

I cherish every picture I re-
ceive. I want to memorize every
aspect of my grandbaby. There’s
arecurring theme in her photos.
I think the baby has a lazy eye.
I've compared pictures from
birth until now at 10 months of
age. Robin is in a fragile state
with stress and postpartum de-
pression. Should I tell her or let
adoctor catch it? I know the lon-
ger it goes untreated, the worse
it gets. Right now, I can’t say or
do anything right to her. Appar-
ently, “I don’'t know what it’s
like to raise a kid!” — WATCH-
FUL GRANDMA IN MISSOURI

DEAR GRANDMA: If your
daughter is suffering from post-
partum depression, it is very
important that she be treated
by her doctor for it. You should
be telling her that. I cannot
stress this too strongly. Your
granddaughter should be hav-
ing regular examinations by her
pediatrician because if there is
something wrong with her eye,
her pediatrician should catch it
and recommend treatment.

DEAR ABBY: My father di-
vorced my mother when I was
7. He was never around much
prior to their divorce. They mar-
ried young, and I have three sib-
lings. My parents “had” to get
married (those were the times),
so it wasn’t a happy union. Dad
was self- absorbed and imma-
ture. He moved out of state, nev-
er supported us and sat on the
sidelines, watching us flounder.

My mother worked three jobs
during my whole childhood.
She was the best parent you
could imagine, but it was a real
struggle for all of us. In a way, we
were blessed that he left. Two of
my siblings maintained a rela-
tionship with this man, who lat-
er in life remarried and had two
more children. I have never un-
derstood how they could forgive
him, but they must have. My
father is 86 now. Years ago, he
moved back to where we grew
up. He is dying and has two to
six months to live. It is a strange
feeling, and I have sympathy for
what my siblings have been go-
ing through. How do I support
them? I haven'’t spoken to my
father in 40 years, and we nev-
er speak of him to each other. I
can never forgive him for what
he did to me and my mother.
Of course, I will know when he
passes. I want to be sincere and
support my siblings. — EMPA-
THETIC IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR EMPATHETIC: No
one can predict how the death
of a parent will affect them, and
that includes you. Don’t be sur-
prised if it comes as a jolt. You
do not have to mourn your fa-
ther’s death in order to be sen-
sitive to your siblings’ feelings.

Cryptoquote

CROSSWORD
AXYDLBAAXR By THOMAS JOSEPH
isLONGFELLOW pyieediiad i
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used hamvnsnlers 41 Clan
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters, 6 Hard to symbol
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words see 42 Inclines
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different. 11 Davis of 43 Canary
6-10 CRYPTOQUOTE R?ghtthe chow
Thing” DOWN
FY FW RUYYUD YG RU H SG QA L 12 Delhi’s 1 Coffee bar Saturday’s answer
13 l&?iﬂy treat o ggﬁr 9 River from 28 Brought
15 That girl ! Lake Erie into the
16 Harden waste 10 Rest world
ZQAU RQL YJHA HA GOC RFDC | 17Historic - Manual 14 Snaky fish 30 Hearty
fime readers 19 pyp brews  dishes
18 Sets upon 4 Telltales 22 Crazy talk 31 Gladden
20 Yoga 5Studio 23 Magazine 32 Did some
i time order yard
GV MHDHCFWU. — KHDX YTHFA 21— 6 Boxing 24 Magnetite,  work
Saturday’s Cryptoquote: COURAGEOUS PEOPLE Angeles WEapors e.0. 33 Goblet
DO NOT FEAR FORGIVING, FOR THE SAKE OF 22 Quite 7 Worker in 25 Box parts
PEACE. — NELSON MANDELA UncoMm- a colony opener of 38 Mafia
B 8 Brain- myth boss
23 Turn red, storming 26 Legal 39 Sock
26 Osaka 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
setting = =
@WhatzitGame June 10, 2025 27 Historic
™ times 13 2
28 Hot dog 5
holder -
Find the familiar phrase, saying or 29 gl:r;e_
name in this arrangement of letters. 30 Copier i
features N
34 Last part [77
5 35 Numerical |4
o3 prefix
dealraw | |« F
g5 muscle, kY
% for short
CSTUToN . 37 Vampire  |*
. Raw end of the de;IWW-'ﬂcebmk-COWVd'ngbﬂlsgame hunter’s 2
weapon

6-10

SUDOKU

To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
only once. Puzzle difficulty increases from Monday to Sunday.

King Classic Sudoku

Difficulty: %%

6/10

9 3 7 5|6 1

Answer to previous puzzle
86 95

11275[8]3[6[4[9[7
4 6 8(46{972[1]3]5
2171911 8|63z [7]/93|1]5/4[8]6]2
s [6[1]9]2]4]7]3]5]8].
8|5|6 7 912 [2[74[3/85(6[1]9]
619 5|7 5358619274%
= [5]8]7]4]6]3]9[2]1]
7 41815 [ol61]52(8[7]4[3]
2 [4]3[2[7]9]1]5]8]6[
5 2 8 62 Difficulty: s %% (1/7m

6|9 3|5

Astrological Forecast

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Aim high
and let your limitless imagination shape
a brighter future. Cherish people and mo-
ments, making every interaction meaning-
ful.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Stay close
to trusted friends but be open to new
friendships. Interacting with people who
aren’t on the same path could spark con-
flict.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Wheel and
deal with confidence, as you may be a bit
wiser than usual. Write down your inspira-
tions or spend time on a hobby.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You may
be so optimistic that you want to avoid
anything discouraging. The crossword in
the paper might make more sense than
crossed words with someone.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Communicate
like a pro. Polish your phone skills to con-
fidently reach out to strangers or distant
contacts. It may be up to you to initiate im-

By Magi Helena
Wednesday, June 11, 2025

portant matters related to home or take the
first steps toward attaining a goal.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): A small act
of kindness could snowball into a lucky
break. Consider discussing the future with
a loved one and making solid plans.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Joint ven-
tures might be appealing. You and a part-
ner could create something valuable and
long-lasting together.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Taking a
closer look may serve you well, especially
when something seems too good to be true.
Always weigh your options before making
major decisions. Interestingly, some peo-
ple might find your caution charming and
appealing.

SAGITTARIUS (Nowv. 22-Dec. 21): You
might be sizzling with sincerity even if the
crowd is still warming up. Over the top
antics could go either way: You might get
a chilly shutdown from some who don’t
share your perspective, or your playful

charm could help you stand out.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Em-
brace gestures of warmth and affection.
You might be in harmony with loved ones,
intuitively sensing their trustworthiness
and sincerity.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Team-
work could set the tone as you focus on
pursuing your goals.

You may feel comfortable yielding grace-
fully as events unfold and let others take
the reins.

Someone might be calling the shots or
leading the dance in romance.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): The op-
tions ahead may have great potential if you
choose wisely.

Be cautious about financial advice from
friends because your intentions and theirs
may not align. Consider your decisions
and the outcomes before you make an im-
portant choice.

Understanding how PSA tests and DREs help to identify cancer

Keith Roach, M.D.

DEAR DR. ROACH: I am a
53-year-old healthy male, and I
always request to check my PSA
levels each year. My 57-year-old
brother’s new doctor denied his
request for a routine PSA check
on their initial visit. She said
that the test now produces more
false positives and unnecessary
procedures and surgeries, so she
said “no” and wouldn’t order it.

Are primary care physicians
discouraging the PSA test for
older men now? I don’t get any
push back when I request to

check it. Also, I heard the digital
rectal exam (DRE) isn’t as valid
anymore for screening. His new
doctor also did notdo a DRE.I'm
curious to know your thoughts
are on the current DRE and PSA
screening guidelines for prima-
ry care physicians? — C.C.
ANSWER: The prostate-spe-
cific antigen (PSA) test is a
screening blood test for cancer,
and the recommendation for
its use has gone back and forth
over decades since it’s been in-
troduced. Since screening and
prevention are my areas of ex-

pertise, I have followed the liter-
ature on the use of PSA and oth-
er screening tests very closely.

In my opinion, your brother’s
doctor was wrong to refuse to
order the test. She was right that
it does produce false positives,
which could potentially lead to
unnecessary surgeries; howev-
er, there are good ways to reduce
unnecessary treatment while
still ordering the test, which can
save lives.

Most prostate cancer is so
slow-growing that it is likely
never to bother a man until he

dies from something else. So, we
don’t want to operate on these
relatively indolent cancers be-
cause there’s a possibility of a
serious side effect from surgery,
such as urinary incontinence or
erectile dysfunction (neither of
which any man wants).

Before operating, careful
testing is done on the prostate
cancer, including imaging (ide-
ally by MRI scan), biopsy with
pathological examination, and
often genetic testing of the tu-
mor. Along with the PSA results,
we can separate prostate cancer

into categories of very low risk
and low risk versus intermediate
and high risk.

Once we have the diagnosis,
we can make good recommen-
dations so that we can iden-
tify the rare high-risk cancers
while not unnecessarily treating
the low-risk cancers. Without
screenings, we can’t keep rare,
small and aggressive tumors
from spreading until it’s too late.

Now I have to tell you that age
53 and 57 isn’t so much “older,
at least from the perspective of
prostate cancer screening.
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“They gotta stop letting them play Switch.”
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Education

Classifieds

Special
Services

Shane's Handyman Service
Lawnmowing, junk removal
cleanouts (houses & barns)
pressure washing (houses &
decks), mulching, driveway
sealing, gutter cleaning, shrub|
trimming, roll-off dumpsters fon]
rent, much more.

Fully insured, reasonable
rates, free estimates.

607-299-4676

k Want Cash
Yin Your Pocket?

i Have something
you want to sell?

Advertise it here!

(607) 756-5665

advertising@cortlandstandard.com

@urt[anhﬁﬁ)tanharh

Help Wanted

The Village of McGraw is|
looking to hire a DPW,|
Laborer.

Must have a valid clean NYS|
Driver's License, Must be 18
years of Age or older, have 3
High School Diploma or a
GED. Must have working
knowledge of the care and
safe use of common hand and
power tools found in construc-
tion and maintenance, ability]
to perform routine physical
labor, ability to follow oral in-
structions, work well with oth-
ers. Will be required to take
part in rotational weekend du-
ties. $17- $18 per hour de-
pending on experience. Applic-
ations can be picked up at the
Village Office located at 24
Cemetery Street McGraw NYi|
13101 All applications must be
in the Village office by June]

16, 2025

Legal Ads

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF GROTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that the Board of
Trustees of the Village of
Groton will hold a Public
Hearing on Monday, June
16, 2025 - 7:30pm & 7:40
pm, at the Groton Village
Office, 308 Main St. to
consider the adoption of
the following amended
Local Laws:
Proposed Amended
Laws:
7:30pm - A local law that
will amend the Code of
the Village of Groton,
amending Chapter 165,
“Sewers”, specifically
Sections 165-3 (A) and (B)
in relation to sewer rents
imposed.

A discussion will
be had to determine a
proposed amendment
that will increase the
rents charged for sewer
services. The effective
date of the rate schedule
is scheduled to be June
27, 2025.
7:40pm - A local law that
will amend Chapter 17 of
the code of the Village of
Groton, "Employee Poli-
cies; Article Il. Reimburse-
ment for Training Costs”
amending Section 17-6 (A)

The public is invited to
attend, and all oral or
written comments may be
presented for consider-
ation.

Any person with special
needs, who wishes to
attend the hearing, should
contact the Village Office
(607) 898-3966 immedi-
ately so your particular
needs can be accommo-
dated.

By order of the Board of
Trustees.

Nancy Niswender

Village Clerk

VILLAGE OF GROTON
EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY

ELECTRIC UTILITY
WORKER

The Village of Groton, NY
is seeking applications for
the position of part-time
or full-time Electric Utility
Worker.

The candidate should
be in good physical
condition commensurate
with the demands of the
position. Must have cur-
rent Lineman Certification.
Salary will be dependent
upon qualifications and
relevant experience. Pos-
session of a Class B CDL
driver’s license is required.

To apply for the posi-
tion, please log into the
Tompkins County Human
Resources Dept. ( www.
tompkinscivilservice.org/
civilservice/vacancies )
website under the Village
of Groton and fill out the
online application for
Electric Utility Worker. If
your resume is available,
please attach it to the
application along with any
certifications.

Application deadline is
June 27, 2025

Notice of Formation
NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF A
LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Notice of formation of
Finch Family Farmstead
LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with the Secre-
tary of State of NY (SSNY)
on 2/13/2025. Office
location: Corrland. SSNY
designated as an agent of
Limited Liability Company
(LLC) upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY should mail process
to Dakota Finch: 1490 Mc-
graw Marathon Rd Mara-
thon NY 13803. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose.

May 27, Jun 3, 10, 17, 24,
Jul 1, 2025

BUYING?
SELLING?

Check the
Classifieds!

Carter's Tree Service
NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF A

LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY
Notice of formation of Car-
ter's Tree Service LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filed
with the Secretary of State of
NY (SSNY) on 03/21/2025.
Office location: Cortland
County. SSNY designated
as an agent of Limited Lia-
bility Company (LLC) upon
whom  process against
it may be served. SSNY
should mail process to the
Company: 3681 Route 215,
Cortland, NY 13045. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose.
May 20, 27, Jun 3,
10, 17, 24, 2025

NOTICE OF BOND
RESOLUTION

The resolution, a summa-
ry of which is published
herewith, was adopted on
June 5, 2025. The validity
of the obligations autho-
rized by such resolution
may be hereafter contest-
ed only if such obligations
were authorized for an
object or purpose for
which the McGraw Central
School District is not au-
thorized to expend money
or if the provisions of law
which should have been
complied with as of the
date of publication of this
notice were not substan-
tially complied with, and
an action, suit or pro-
ceeding contesting such
validity is commenced
within twenty days after
the date of publication of
this notice, or such obli-
gations were authorized in
violation of the provisions
of the constitution.
Fleurette Clough,
District Clerk

SUMMARY OF BOND
RESOLUTION

A Bond Resolution
adopted by the Board of
Education of the McGraw
Central School District on
June 5, 2025 authorizes
the issuance of bonds
and other obligations to
purchase and finance two
(2) 66-passenger school
buses to be used for stu-
dent transport, including
furnishings, equipment,
machinery and apparatus
as may be required for the
purposes for which the
vehicles are to be used
and to expend therefor

an amount, including
preliminary costs and
costs incidental thereto
and to financing there-

of, not to exceed the
estimated maximum cost
of $326,031. The plan of
financing includes the
issuance of serial bonds
in the aggregate principal
amount not to exceed
$326,031 and the levy and
collection of taxes on all
the taxable real property
in the District to pay the
principal of said bonds
and the interest thereon
as the same shall become
due and payable, subject
to applicable amounts of
state assistance avail-
able or to any revenues
available for such purpose
from any other source.
The bonds may be issued
such that annual install-
ments of principal and
interest are substantially
level, as provided by law.
Under the Local Finance
Law, the student transport
vehicles have a period of
probable usefulness of five
(5) years. Such resolution
shall be kept available

for public inspection in
the District Offices during
regular business hours for
twenty days following this
publication.

Dreamstime/TNS
After a pandemic-era pause, repayments on defaulted student loans restarted last month, and many borrowers
are running into barriers.

Federal officials resume
student loan collections

And states are trying to catch
borrowers before they sink

Robbie Sequeira
Stateline.org (TNS)

Over the past few
months, Celina Damian’s
phone has been ringing
off the hook with one be-
wildered, anxious ques-
tion after another: “What
kind ofloan is this?” “Am I
in default?” “Wwill the gov-
ernment really take my
wages?”

“Sometimes they just
don’t know where to
start, said Damian, Cali-
fornia’s student loan ser-
vicing ombudsperson.

“I'm talking to borrow-
ers from all ages, from new
borrowers to — I have 80-,
90-year-old  borrowers,’
she said.

The federal govern-
ment last month restarted
collections on defaulted
loans. State student loan
ombudspersons such as
Damian have become
some of the only sourc-
es of contact for worried
borrowers lost in a tangle
of conflicting information
at the federal level about
their loan status and re-
payment options.

The U.S. Department of
Education began collect-
ing on defaulted student
loans in May for the first
time since the beginning
of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic in March 2020.

Federal student loans
issued by the U.S. De-
partment of Education
come with fixed rates, set
repayment plans and bor-
rower protections. Private
servicers handle billing,
repayment-plan  enroll-
ments and defaults.

More than 5 million
borrowers are in delin-
quency, and nearly 10
million — about 25% of
the federal student loan
portfolio — are at risk of
default within months,
according to data from the
U.S. Department of Edu-
cation.

States can’t cancel that
debt, but they do register
and oversee servicers op-
erating in their states, run
ombuds offices, tweak tax
rules and offer outreach
or limited grants — ac-
tions aimed at reducing
defaults and the econom-
ic fallout.

When borrowers de-
fault, states will likely feel
the economic impact.
They might lose tax reve-
nue as home buying stalls.
They could end up paying
more for Medicaid and
social services if borrow-
ers need to rely on them.
And students with loan
debt may be reluctant to

go into lower-paying pub-
lic-sector work, leading to
staffing shortages at state
agencies.

A borrower is consid-
ered delinquent after
missing a payment to the
servicing companies that
handle billing, repayment
plan enrollments, and de-
faults.

Damian’s office, estab-
lished under California’s
Student Borrower Bill of
Rights, began as a narrow
statutory role but now
serves as a hub for out-
reach, “Student Loan 101"
workshops and escalat-
ed complaints to federal
agencies.

Roughly 16 states plus
the District of Columbia
have followed suit, cre-
ating ombuds offices to
guide borrowers through
confusing paperwork and
misinformation. Damian
believes these ombuds
offices should be in every
state, as borrowers across
the country will likely
have similar questions
and little help at the feder-
al level.

“If you don’t have an
ombudsperson or even
just a person at the state
level who can educate
borrowers, that will make
a difference,” Damian told
Stateline. “These borrow-
ers are trying to pay, but
the system is broken. No
other financial product
works this way.”

Student loans became a
key issue duringlast year’s
election race, with Presi-
dent Joe Biden blocked by
the U.S. Supreme Court in
his effort to offer relief to
40 million Americans. In
its waning days, his ad-
ministration did forgive
loans for some 150,000
borrowers under previous
programs.

But President Donald
Trump opposes most loan
forgiveness programs,
and in May, the U.S. Edu-
cation Department issued
a “Dear Colleague” letter
to higher education insti-
tutions, reminding them
of their legal obligations
to help former students
understand  repayment
responsibilities and ac-
cess support.

Some conservative
economists say that fed-
eral loan forgiveness and
financial aid hurt all stu-
dents, offering colleges an
incentive to raise tuition
or lower their own institu-

tional aid.
Winston Berk-
man-Breen, the legal

director at the Student

Borrower Protection Cen-
ter, a nonprofit aimed at
protecting borrowers and
improving the repayment
system, said that more
than 2 million borrowers
are stuck in a backlog of
unprocessed applications
for income-driven repay-
ment, or IDR, plans—
calculated pay structures
meant to keep payments
affordable based on a bor-
rower’s income.

Other borrowers have
called federal agencies
for help only to find that
U.S. Education Depart-
ment staff, including ser-
vicer-oversight teams,
have been laid off as the
Trump  administration
works toward dismantling
the department entirely.

“There was an expec-
tation to repay,’ Berk-
man-Breen said. “But
there was also an expec-
tation that people would
have access to affordable
plans. That promise has
broken down.”

States now have three
primary tools to address
student loan debt, Berk-
man-Breen said: enforce-
ment actions to protect
consumers, such as the
39-state lawsuit against
servicer Navient; legal
oversight by suing to up-
hold or challenge federal
policy; and direct out-
reach to help public ser-
vants access Public Ser-
vice Loan Forgiveness and
similar programs.

Nineteen states now re-
quire registration for com-
panies that service stu-
dent loans, he said. And
more than a dozen states
align with federal policy to
exempt forgiven loan bal-
ances from state income
taxes.

‘Can’t wait
for Washington’

Connecticut state Rep.
Eleni Kavros DeGraw, a
Democrat, calls student
debt “a drag on the econ-
omy,” and said states can’t
afford to wait for Congress
— mired in partisan grid-
lock over student loan for-
giveness — to find com-
mon ground.

“(Student debt) is stop-
ping people from buying
homes, starting families
and fully participating in
the economy,” she told
Stateline. “That hurts us
as a state, as a city, and we
can’t wait for Washington
to figure it out”

Last year, Connecticut
created a bipartisan reim-
bursement program that
provides up to $20,000 for
graduates of local colleges

who make payments and
complete community ser-
vice. The state has distrib-
uted more than $2 million
so far.

Kavros DeGraw hopes
the program can serve as
a model, and has already
talked with lawmakers in
other states on possibly
developing their own ver-
sions of it.

“These were people
who were already paying,’
Kavros DeGraw said. “It
just made sense. I think
it'’s something that other
states could explore this
session, and it would pro-
vide an immense deal of
relief”

Lawmakers in other
states also have consid-
ered student loan legisla-
tion. This year, New Jersey
introduced bills to register
education lenders and cap
interest rates. Lawmakers
in New Mexico, New York
and North Carolina have
proposed Borrower Bill of
Rights legislation. Arizona
has a registration bill for
private servicers. None of
these measures has ad-
vanced far.

According to the Na-
tional Conference of State
Legislatures, more than
20 states have enacted
laws expanding loan for-
giveness, repayment pro-
grams and servicer over-
sight in recent years.

Several states are also
investing directly in work-
force-aligned loan for-
giveness: Georgia expand-
ed its service-cancelable
loan program to cover
dental students working
in rural areas. Idaho cre-
ated a loan repayment
incentive for rural nurs-
es. Kentucky now offers
$5,000 stipends to attract
new teachers. Maryland
authorized Anne Arundel
County to launch a local
forgiveness program for
public school educators.

Repayment

Student loan stress is
not evenly distributed.
Seven states, all with Re-
publican-controlled legis-
latures, report delinquen-
cy rates above 30% among

borrowers required to
make payments.
Mississippi leads the

nation with a conditional
delinquency rate of nearly
45% — meaning borrow-
ers who should be making
payments are late. That's
just ahead of Alabama,
West Virginia, Kentucky,
Oklahoma, Arkansas and
Louisiana, all of which
have rates above 31%, ac-
cording to recent data.
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Alex Brown, Clark Corbin
and Kyle Dunphey
Stateline.org (TNS)

Public outcry was swift
and forceful after a U.S.
House committee last
month hastily approved
an amendment directing
the federal government
to sell off more than half
a million acres of public
land.

A few days later, law-
makers advanced the
larger bill — a sweeping
list of President Donald
Trump’s priorities — but
stripped the federal lands
provision.

Yet leaders on both
sides of the issue say the
battle over selling off fed-
eral lands is likely just
heating up.

Some  conservatives
in Western states have
complained for decades
that the feds control too
much of the land within
their borders. They see a
long-awaited opportunity
in a Trump administra-
tion that’s sympathetic to
their cause. Public lands
advocates are bracing for
more attempts to turn
land over to states, indus-
try groups and develop-
ers.

“The threat level is red
alert,” said Randi Spivak,
public lands policy di-
rector with the Center for
Biological Diversity, an
environmental nonprof-
it. “Some of these states
have been champing at
the bit for decades to pri-
vatize. They're certainly
not going to let this op-
portunity pass without an
aggressive effort”

The‘balance sheet’

In Western states, where
most federally owned
lands are located, some
leaders view these lands
as a treasured inheritance
— places reserved for all
Americans and critical
for wildlife, tourism and
outdoor recreation. Oth-
ers feel that too much of
the land in their states is
controlled by officials in
Washington, D.C., leav-
ing it off-limits for devel-
opment and curtailing its
economic value.

Trump officials and al-
lies have embraced the
latter view. Interior Sec-
retary Doug Burgum has
repeatedly called federal
lands America’s “balance
sheet,” describing them
as untapped assets worth
trillions of dollars. He
has launched an effort to
identify federal lands suit-
able for housing develop-
ment.

Other proposals have
centered around us-
ing land sales to pay for

tax breaks or to finance
Trump’s proposed gov-
ernment-run fund that
could invest in stocks or
real estate.

For some state leaders,
the newfound interest at
the federal level to turn
public lands into cash —
along with Trump’s cuts
to land management
agency staff — aligns with
a long-standing move-
ment to reduce federal
ownership.

“Ilook at it as an oppor-
tunity to say, ‘Hey, turn
it over to the state,” said
Utah House Speaker Mike
Schultz, a Republican.

Utah leaders have made
the most forceful push
to challenge federal land
ownership. The state filed
a legal challenge last year
seeking to take control
of more than 18 million
acres of “unappropriat-
ed” lands — parcels held
by the federal govern-
ment without a specific
designation such as a na-
tional park or monument.
That effort hit a roadblock
earlier this year when the
U.S. Supreme Court de-
clined to hear the case.

But with Trump in the
White House, state lead-
ers may pivot from chal-
lenging the feds in court
to seeking their coopera-
tion.

“We would love if the
federal government just
turned it over to us and
said, ‘Here, manage these
lands,” Schultz said.
“That’s an option as well.
Those are discussions that
are happening. Every-
thing is on the table.”

Schultz declined to say
which federal officials
have been involved in
discussions about trans-
ferring lands to the state.

Some lawmakers in Wy-
oming backed a state res-
olution this year — which
ultimately failed — calling
on Congress to hand over
all federal lands except
for Yellowstone National
Park. Idaho lawmakers
passed a measure calling
on the feds to turn over
a wildlife refuge to the
state. And Nevada Gow.
Joe Lombardo, a Republi-
can, has called for a “sys-
tematic release” of federal
land in the state.

But public lands also
have many supporters in
Western states, including
some prominent Repub-
lican members of Con-
gress, such as Reps. Mike
Simpson of Idaho and
Ryan Zinke of Montana.
Zinke was Interior secre-
tary for two years during
the first Trump adminis-
tration.

George Frey/Getty Images/TNS
People boondock camp on public lands the day before the annular eclipse on Oct. 13, 2023, just outside
Capitol Reef National Park, Utah.

John Leshy, who served
as solicitor for the U.S.
Department of the Interi-
or during the Clinton ad-
ministration, said propos-
als to dispose of federal
lands tend to be stymied
by fierce public backlash.

“Federal lands are real-
ly popular” he said. “It’s
political poison [to sell off
public land]. It’s a differ-
ent West now. Public atti-
tudes have changed”

Leshy also noted that

livestock ranchers es-
pecially benefit from
discounted lease rates

offered by the federal gov-
ernment.
Housing arguments
The most recent clash

/4

Jon G. Fuller/VW Pics/ZUMA Press/TNS

Cattle graze on open range land near Fish Lake in the Fish-

lake Plateau in central Utah, Sept. 25, 2021.

Long-thwarted efforts to sell public
lands see new life under Trump

Nevada leaders have
long worked on propos-
als to transfer some fed-
eral lands to local gov-
ernments and allow for
increased growth. But
some lawmakers say the
latest push bypassed that
collaborative process —
and failed to include safe-
guards that the money
raised from the sale of the
lands would be reinvest-
ed into conserving public
lands elsewhere.

“It was a complete be-
trayal of everything we've
worked on in this state,’
said  Assemblymember
Howard Watts, a Demo-
crat. “This amendment
is trying to sell off half a

That’s an option as well. Those
are discussions that are happen-
ing. Everything is on the table. ”

over the future of federal
lands was the amend-
ment sponsored by a pair
of congressional Repub-
licans last month. The
measure would have di-
rected the Bureau of Land
Management to sell more
than 500,000 acres of land
in Nevada and Utah. Lo-
cal governments would
have been able to buy the
land at market value, with
no restrictions on how
they used it.

Backers said the sale
would bring in revenue to
cover Trump'’s proposed
tax cuts, while allowinglo-
cal governments to build
much-needed housing
on the parcels. Utah GOP
Sen. Mike Lee said he will
try to revive the measure
as the Senate considers
the bill this month, E&E
News reported.

In Nevada, where 85%
of land is owned by the
federal government, some
leaders say their commu-
nities are hemmed in by
a checkerboard of pub-
lic lands that constrain
development. The city of
Fernley, which is growing
rapidly, would have ac-
quired 12,000 acres under
the proposal.

“We need housing,’
said Benjamin March-
ant, Fernley’s city man-
ager. “The city can’t plan
roads and water lines,
sewer lines and gas lines,
when you have federal
land between two parcels
that want to develop. This
will bring a practical and
helpful consolidation of
all these lands into one
developable area.”

— Mike Schultz,
Utah House Speaker

million acres of Nevada'’s
public lands in order to
pay for tax cuts for bil-
lionaires. This is not going
to address our housing
problem. These lands are
positioned to be sold off
for other forms of devel-
opment and extraction.”

Similar debates are
happening in Utah. In
southwestern Utah’s
Washington County, local
officials say the dispos-
al of federally controlled
land could help alleviate
the region’s housing crisis
and increasingly strained
infrastructure.

The county is experi-
encing rapid population
growth — in 2022, St
George, the county seat,
was the fastest-growing
metro area in America.
County and city leaders
hoped the amendment
would have helped them
manage the growth. The
measure would have dis-
posed of roughly 11,500
acres of federally con-
trolled land in Utah, sell-
ing it at market value to
local governments.

The proposal received
pushback from all sides,
including environmental-
ists, hunting and fishing
groups, House Democrats
and even conservatives.

“[The amendment] is
consistent with how U.S.
Department of the Inte-
rior Secretary Burgum
thinks about federal pub-
lic lands, as simply assets
on a ledger to be sold off,”
said Steve Bloch, legal
director for the South-
ern Utah Wilderness Al-
liance, an environmental

”

nonprofit. . It’s just
antithetical to how West-
erners think about the
federal public lands that
make up so much of our
landscape.”

Washington Coun-
ty Commissioner Adam
Snow, a Republican, said
alot of the opposition was
misguided. The county
would have acquired al-
most half of the land ear-
marked for disposal, and
Snow said much of that
would have been used to
widen existing roads and
construct new ones that
are bordered by Bureau of
Land Management prop-
erty.

“These were not pris-
tine wilderness lands.
Some of the environmen-
tal groups tried to make
it sound like we're selling
off Zion National Park,
and that’s not even close
to true,” Snow said. “If we
can just not have to deal
with the federal govern-
ment every time we want
to chip seal a road or im-
prove an intersection,
that would be really nice.
Because we have to ask
‘Mother, may I?’ for every-
thing out here”

Local leaders say fed-
eral parcels could help
ease housing pressures as
well. Snow said transfer-
ring parcels to the city or
county is one of the only
ways to stop the area from
becoming wildly expen-
sive.

“We're running out
of room real quick,’” he
said. “ ... There is still pri-
vate land to develop, but
they’re going to charge an
absolute premium.”

The amendment that
was stripped from the
House bill was widely
criticized for not having
any restrictions on what
could be done with the
land.

“There was no language
whatsoever that would re-
quire Washington County
or St. George to do any-
thing with these lands.
They could lease them for
development. They could
sell them outright,” said
Bloch.

The costs
of management

In Utah, lawmakers
have created a state De-
partment of Land Man-
agement — essentially a
placeholder agency that
would be funded and
staffed only if their ef-
fort to assume control of
large swaths of federal
land succeeds. Schultz,
the House speaker, said
the state is committed to
keeping the lands in the
public domain, reopening

roads and campgrounds
closed by the feds.

“We'd just take over the
job from the federal gov-
ernment,” he said. “It is
something that the state
absolutely would do, and
we’d do it more efficiently,
more effectively and we’d
have better outcomes.”

Schultz said the state
could bring in the reve-
nues needed to manage
the land by raising lease
prices for oil and gas op-
erations on parcels cur-
rently managed for drill-
ing.

But some public lands
advocates say that’s not
realistic. The federal Bu-
reau of Land Manage-
ment employed more
than 950 people in the
state as of 2024, and feds
also assume the expen-
sive task of wildfire man-
agement on their lands.

“If you look at the histo-
ry of what Utah has done
with their lands, they've
sold more than half of
them,” said Devin O’Dea,
Western policy and con-
servation manager with
Backcountry Hunters &
Anglers. “We're certain-
ly of the perspective that
states could not handle
the economic costs of
managing these lands.
Their hand would be
forced; they would have
to sell these lands in order
to deal with those costs.”

John Robison, Idaho
Conservation League
public lands and wildlife
director, said Simpson —
the Idaho congressman
— and the state’s two sen-
ators have all won praise
from constituents for
their work on public lands
compromises.

“SavvyIdaho politicians
know that public lands
are popular,” he said.

But other state leaders
insist their governments
are better equipped to
manage the lands. Idaho
Attorney General Ratl
Labrador, a Republican,
was among the officials
who signed an amicus
brief in support of Utah’s
lawsuit against the feds.

“We live here, we work
here, and we are far bet-
ter stewards of our forests
and resources than feder-
al bureaucrats in Wash-
ington,” Labrador said in
a statement. “ ... If Idaho
owned this land, we could
lease it for timber, graz-
ing, and mining — just
like the federal govern-
ment does — but reinvest
that revenue right here in
Idaho.”
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A car accident victim is transported by an ambulance from San Bernardino County Fire Dept. Station 53 in Baker, California, to Primm, Nevada.

A lonely desert fire station, the only
lifeline for millions of Vegas travelers

Rachel Uranga
Los Angeles Times
(TNS)
he rain was pound-
I ing in the Mojave
Desert on the
Saturday before Easter
when the first call came
in about a crash along
Interstate 15. Details were
sketchy: head-on colli-
sion, Mercedes versus
another car, a 7-year-old
not breathing, a nurse on
scene performing CPR.

San Bernardino County
Fire Protection District
Capt. Dan Tellez and his
crew were more than a
half hour away. The next
closest responding am-
bulance was more than
70 miles away, and the
nearest trauma center was
more than an hour away
by road — if there was no
traffic.

Fire Station 53 in the
tiny town of Baker, home
to the “world’s tallest ther-
mometer,” has the only
dedicated emergency
medical services to cover
a 93-mile span of the four-
lane highway between
Yermo and the Nevada
border.

The freeway draws more
than 15 million vehicles a
year through an immense,
mostly empty land of ex-
treme heat and occasional
bitter cold between Las
Vegas and Los Angeles.
Every day, well over a
hundred-times Baker’s
own population of 422
people blazes by — often
atvery high speeds, some-
times intoxicated — and
the rescuers in this little
blip out their windows
will be the ones who try to
save them in a wreck.

“The freeway is our
population,” Tellez said.
“When somebody crashes
out here, when somebody
needs help, we are it

At any one time, there
are only five people
assigned to the station
set on the edge of a sandy
basin speckled with yucca
and scrub. The crew work
four-day shifts and cover
roughly 5,000 square
miles, an area larger than
Los Angeles County. And
this arrangement is an
improvement from years
past, when the station
didn’t exist and convicts
from a nearby prison,
under the supervision of a
fire captain, responded to
highway crashes.

Tellez, a veteran fire-
fighter who was in charge
of Fire Station No. 53 that
rainy day, pulled up to the
scene 40 minutes after the
call.

They were just seven
miles from the station,
at mile marker 145, near
Halloran Springs. But the
reality of Fire Station 53
is that rescuers are often

elsewhere, sometimes
far away. Tellez had been
near the Nevada border,
about 25 miles from the
scene of the accident,
when the call came
through.

He arrived behind the
unit’s two-man ambu-
lance with his engineer
and firefighter. They were
the first paramedics to
arrive. Had the incident
happened in Los Angeles
or Las Vegas, paramedics,
police and other emer-
gency personnel would
have swarmed the area in
minutes. Television crews
likely wouldn’t have been
far behind.

The wind was howling
and people were strewn
along the highway amid
the wreckage of a Mer-
cedes GLE 350 and a Kia
Sorrento. He had expect-
ed three or four injured
people. There were 10.

“It was one of the worst-
case scenarios,” Tellez
said.

Other drivers had
pulled over to help. An
emergency room doctor,
a pediatric anesthesiol-
ogist, some nurses and
others were tending to the
wounded.

Witnesses said the
Kia had been speeding
toward Los Angeles.

William Coddington
was at the wheel with his
partner, Alicia Ramos, at
his side and their two chil-
dren and his two stepchil-
dren in back. The couple’s
relationship had been
on the rocks and this trip
was an attempt to repair
their relationship, family
members said.

“Her mother begged
her not to go,” said Marie
Hernandez, Ramos’
cousin.

Driving the opposite
way, were Cristobal
Cortes Castillo, 37, his
girlfriend, lliana German,
35 and her two children
— taking advantage of
the kids’ spring break to
visit family on a road they
regularly traveled.

As they approached
Mile Marker 145, German
turned around to ask the
kids if they had their seat-
belts on. They did.

Coming toward them,
Coddington lost control
and the Kia hydroplaned,
then barreled over the
median, according to the

California Highway Patrol.

In the Mercedes,
German came to with
her body crushed under
the dashboard. Trapped,
she felt like she couldn’t
breathe. Then a woman
opened the door and took
off her belt. She asked
for her children, and was
assured they were fine.

She heard her daughter
Danna, 12, scream, “Mi
pierna, mi pierna.” My leg.
But she never heard her
11-year-old son, Derek.

“I felt like so much time
was passing,” she said. “I
didn’t know if anyone was
going to help us”

She didn’t know people
were trying to resusci-
tate Derek — her sweet,
generous boy who played
soccer and was learning
to box. He died before the
sirens arrived.

In the Kia, Ramos —
beloved at the Madera
nursing home where she
worked — was fatally
injured and would die in
a hospital that day. Her
teenage son Issac, 13, was
already dead. Coddington
was lying on the ground
bleeding, alive but staring
blankly. His 3-year-old

Genaro Molina/Los Angeles Times/TNS
From left: San Bernardino County Fire Engineer Jeff Garcia, Capt. Dan Tellez, standing, paramedic Brian Bement,
EMT Ray Barron and paramedic Eric Butikofer, right, with San Bernardino County Fire Protection District Sta-
tion 53 in Baker, stabilize a car accident victim who was thrown from her vehicle along I-15 at Mountain Pass in
Nipton.

boy, Liam, lost an arm.

Between 2019 and
2023, atleast 112 people
died in crashes along the
span, often the result of
speeding or intoxicated
drivers, CHP data show.
Fire Station 53 responded
to nearly 1,000 calls on the
roadway, at least half of
which were crashes.

Those incidents in-
volved just a fraction of
the more than 41,000 cars
and trucks that barrel
along the stretch of high-
way every day, according
to state data analyzed by
Ben Hodgson and Natan
Euol at the Road Ecology
Center at UC Davis.

Tellez, who has a han-
dlebar mustache and soft
eyes, has been with San
Bernardino County fire for
more than three decades
and, like most firefight-
ers, has seen his share of
twisted metal, charred
earth and human agony
on the asphalt. Working
in Baker is different, he
said. There is no back-up
at the station. There’s no
hospital in town. There’s
no night crew. There’s
miles and miles of road
and desert. The blistering
heat — with an average
high temperature that’s
more than 100 degrees
four months of the year —
only heightens the sense
of desolation.

Pedestrians hit at
night can be struck so
many times, their bodies
become unrecognizable.
Competing calls force fire-
fighters to make impos-
sible trade offs, choosing
their emergency.

“It’s a beautiful desert,”
he said. “But it will kill
you.

Beyond the I-15, the sta-
tion covers, to the north,

the majestic Dumont
Dunes, popular with
off-roaders, and High-
way 127, a main gateway
to Death Valley. To the
south, its territory extends
to Interstate 40, a major
transcontinental trucking
route; its 140-mile stretch
from Barstow to Needles
has no first responders
stationed between the
two cities. Fire Station 53
is closest to the middle

of that expanse, about 57
miles away on Kelbaker
Road. Depending where
they are when the call
comes in, it can take up to
1'2 hours to arrive at an
accident on the I-40.

Cars regularly overheat,
big rigs catch fire on the
side of the road. Motorists
get stuck deep in the des-
ert, dehydrated and with-
out water. And in winter
they spin out or crash in
icy conditions on the I-15
through Mountain Pass—
elevation 4,700 feet.

Few understand how
isolated the route can be,
said Tellez.

“What took you so
long?” Tellez frequently
hears when he arrives on
the scene. “And I'm like,
‘Do you know where you
are?”

“Many people think
there’s a hospital here in
Baker, a police depart-
ment here,” he said. “No,
this is not that type of
town.”

There’s not even a
major grocery store, only
a handful of truck stops,
fast food restaurants, gas
stations, trailers, some
homes and a single traffic
signal installed nine years
ago in front of Baker Trav-
el Plaza.

And then there are oth-
er emergencies, including

) -

massive wildfires threat-
ening the area’s sensitive
habitat and train derail-
ments.

Brightline West recently
broke ground in Las Vegas
to build a high-speed rail
to connect the Strip to
Southern California. It
hopes to open by 2028,
which will make the area
an active construction
zone for years. The specter
of a train going up to 200
miles an hour in the sol-
itude of the desert raises
many unanswered ques-
tions, said San Bernardino
County Fire Chief Dan
Munsey.

How would the dis-
trict deal with a major
emergency should the
train stop or crash when
it's 120 degrees outside?
Even more basic, how will
communications with first
responders work?

Rescuers could also lose
even more time than they
do now, because they will
have to wait for designat-
ed railroad crossings to
get across the median to
opposite lanes.

Munsey said the district
has reached out to Bright-
line to talk through some
of these issues, and the
conversations are pend-
ing. But for now, there
are no plans for adding
services or personnel. The
San Bernardino County
Fire Protection District is
largely funded by property
taxes, and in the Mojave
much of the land is owned
by the federal government
and untaxed.

The result is often triage
on the highway. The hard-
est calls for the crew are
those involving children.

At Mile Marker 145, the
responders declared the
two children deceased
and they scrambled to
rescue the rest.

The blanket of clouds
overhead made it nearly
impossible for medi-
cal helicopters to land
nearby.

Tellez called for more
backup. Paramedics came
from Las Vegas, another
from Helendale and one
was dispatched from a
nearby Marine base.

But the backup from
the crash and the holiday
weekend traffic slowed
them down.

At first, dispatchers
refused to send air medics
because of the weather,
but after some negoti-
ations five helicopters
landed 30 miles south,
at Afton Canyon Road. It
was about two hours past
the initial call. The closest
trauma center was in Las
Vegas, but weather so bad,
the victims were flown to
Antelope Valley Medical
Center, in the opposite
direction.
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