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The individualization of weddings:
Quirky, personal — even black

By LILY BYRNE
Staff Reporter
Ibyrne@cortlandstandard.com

A new, white dress. Heels.
A local church. Many wedding
traditions are being left behind
— lost to the era of customiza-
tion and personalization, industry
professionals say.

“The wedding industry has
taken a major turn in the last 20
years alone, on what anybody
wants to do with theirs,” said Val-
erie Suk, owner of Blessed Bridal
& Body, 4 Main St. in Cortland.
“It’s turning into a more unique
experience.”

Some people have wanted
chair massages at their wedding,
she said. Some want an artist pro-
viding face paint to guests, or a
custom-brewed beer for the eve-
ning.

“The weddings have been very
intimate, but not number-inti-
mate,” said Tanya Maggs, asso-

ciate director of campus event
management, about the weddings
hosted at the Lynne Parks ‘68
SUNY Cortland Alumni House.
“They’re very intimate to the
person. The wedding embodies
the personality of the couple.
They make sure that it’s their
moment.”

It’s becoming less common for
someone to buy a new, traditional
white dress, Suk said. Last year,
many brides wanted to wear their
mothers’ dresses, but revamped
or restyled.

“Everyone’s wearing mom’s
wedding dress now, and mom
got married in the *90s, so it’s the
idea of that old style with a mod-
ern kick to it,” Suk said.

Some styles that have been
out of style for years are com-
ing back, such as a high-low
skirt, said Nancy Elster, owner

of Nancy’s Bridal, 17 Main St.
in Cortland.

“The heavier dresses are also
on the way out, because people
just want to be comfortable,” EI-
ster said. “They don’t want to be
stuck in a dress that’s tight, and
you can’t move in. They want to
dance.”

Black dresses and dresses with
ombr?-style pops of color have
also been increasing in popular-
ity, Suk said.

“Everybody wants that person-
al touch to it,” Suk said. “Every-
one’s wedding has to be unique.”

Many brides are leaving be-
hind the high heel, Elster said.
Cowboy boots and sneakers have
been on the rise.

“They want to wear boots with
their dresses,” she said. “That’s
why they want the high-low, so
their boots will show.”

Brides will often wear colored
sneakers or decorated sneakers,
especially if their skirt covers
their feet, she said.

TIME & PLACE

All three of the weddings El-
ster is providing dresses for next
month are destination weddings
— a trend that’s becoming more
common, she said.

“They’re all going to Mexico
or wherever,” she said. “There’s
a lot more of that than there ever
was the past two years. | don’t
know where they’re getting the
money.”

Some brides think it’s bad to
have a wedding at the end of the
year, because you have to out-do
the ones before, she said.

The most popular wedding
month used to be June, but now
it is October, Suk said. Many
brides like the barn and fall fo-
liage vibe.

FAVORS

Of the recent weddings and
bridal showers hosted at the
Lynne Parks ‘68 SUNY Cortland
Alumni House, many of them
had secondhand favors or decor,
she said.

“It’s very eclectic,” Maggs
said. “Not everything match-
es, which 1 think is really neat.
You’ll have a runner throughout
the center of the table, and then
instead of the vases being the ex-
act same thing, they’ve clearly
thrifted them.”

A 2024 bride at the venue spent
all year thrifting teacups for her
guests, which were filled with
treats and used instead of name
cards. Another bride had a flower
bar — a long table filled with var-
ious flowers where guests could
create a bouquet to take home.

“The favors have been very
personable,” she said. “Not some
random tchotchke.”
T
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Songs tailor-made for
father-daughter dances

Weddings can be as novel or
traditional as couples prefer.
Couples who go the traditional
route will undoubtedly include
certain spotlight dances in the
reception.

The father-daughter dance is
a staple of a wedding reception.
According to the experts at Fred
Astaire Dance Studios, the his-
tory of father-daughter dances
can be traced back decades. The
dance once was one last nod to
Dad before the bride’s hushand
became the most important man
in her life. Now it’s more sym-
bolic of general love and affec-
tion.

Times have certainly changed
from the first father-daughter

dances and this tradition no lon-
ger carries the same meaning. In
fact, despite what the name may
imply, father-daughter dances
needn’t take place with a father
at all, especially if he passed
away or is not in the bride’s life.
She can choose any special per-
son, whether a father figure, un-
cle, brother, mentor, etc. to hon-
or during the dance.
Traditionally the father-daugh-
ter dance (and mother-son dance)
takes place immediately follow-
ing the newlyweds’ first dance
together. However, some opt to
have it after the toasts or before
the cake cutting. Couples can
make their preferences known
prior to the reception and sched-

ule these dances any time they
desire, especially since they are
frequently preceded by a special
announcement.

While many brides prefer to
dance to a slow-paced, heart-
felt song, this needn’t always
be the case. In recent years,
some daddy-daughter duos
have opted to put on shows
with humorous dances or even
entertaining showcases of fancy
footwork to songs of all types.
The song should match the vibe
of the wedding. That said, cer-
tain songs seem tailor-made for
the times during the reception
when love and gratitude are
expressed during these bitter-
sweet dances.

Your Engagement Ring Source

Family Owned
and Operated

(607) 543-4044
3 Groton Ave., Cortland, NY 13045
robinsonfamilyjewlers.com

Open Tues 10-5, Wed 10-5, Thurs 10-6,
Fri 10-5 & Sat 10-3

_ Bridal
Bougquets

“Love is a flower, you’ve got to let grow” ~ John Lennon

COvnalds Flonist

of HOMER

29 Cayuga St. Homer, NY 13077

607-749-2631

Ceremony & Reception

Decorations

- Bridal Bouquets
-Center Pieces

-Corsages

-Ceremony &

Reception Decorations

- Welcome Signs

Center Pieces

Corsages - Anything else
-Boutonnieres you can dream of!
arnoldsflorist@yahoo.com
S www.arnoldsflorist.net

Country

J “The Man Who Loves You the Most,” Zac

Brown Band

7 “My Little Girl,” Tim McGraw
J “Just Fishin’,” Trace Adkins

& “Unforgettable,” Nat King Cole
# “The Way You Look Tonight,” Frank Sinatra
J “Swinging on a Star,” Bing Crosby

Indie/Singer-Songwriter
7 “You’ve Got a Friend,” James Taylor
7 “Letit Be Me,” Ray LaMontagne

J “Father and Daughter,” Paul Simon
7 “Wildflowers,” Tom Petty

7 “Constellations,” Jack Johnson

7 “Sweet Child O’ Mine,” Guns N’ Roses
J “When You Need Me,” Bruce Springsteen
7 “Scarlet Begonias,” Grateful Dead

R&B

& “Ain’t that Love,” Ray Charles

7 “Daddy,” Beyoncé

J “Dance with My Father,” Luther Vandross
& “Love of My Life,” Brian McKnight

Tried and True
7 “Butterfly Kisses,” Bob Carlisle

aaaa

“Wonderful World,” Louis Armstrong
“Hero,” Mariah Carey

“You Are So Beautiful,” Joe Cocker
“Lullabye (Goodnight My Angel),” Billy Joel

Make memories
with mother-son

here is nothing quite like
the love a mother has
for her children. When

it comes time for a son to get
married, Mom has already seen
him through plenty of milestone
moments like birthdays, proms,
graduations, and other achieve-
ments that showcased his transi-
tion from boy to man.

A wedding is a momentous oc-
casion in a family’s life. During
a wedding, couples opt to show
their love and gratitude to their
parents or guardians in many
ways, including through tradi-
tional dances. The mother-son
dance gives the groom an op-
portunity to honor the special

Coocuouououoaoaacaacaacaaaaa

dances

woman in his life who saw him
through thick and thin. Much
like the father-daughter dance,
the mother-son dance tradition-
ally takes place during the re-
ception after the newlyweds take
their own first turn around the
dance floor. However, this spot-
light dance also can occur at oth-
er times during the festivities.

Typically the groom chooses
a song with the right sentiments,
but the decision also can be a
joint effort. There are no right or
wrong answers when it comes
to song selection. However, for
those who need some inspiration,
certain songs are tried-and-true
options.

“How Sweet It Is,” James Taylor

“You Raise Me Up,” Josh Groban
“Time After Time,” Cyndi Lauper
“Letter to My Mother,” Edwin McCain
“Mother Like Mine,” The Band Perry
“God Only Knows,” The Beach Boys
“Beautiful Boy,” John Lennon
“Wonderful Tonight,” Eric Clapton
“The First Lady in My Life,” Paul Todd
“Because You Loved Me,” Celine Dion
“You’re My Best Friend,” Queen
“Thank You Mom,” Good Charlotte
“The Wind Beneath My Wings,” Bette Midler
“Forever Young,” Rod Stewart

“You’ll Be in My Heart,” Phil Collins
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Pointers tor post-wedding brunch

A post-wedding brunch is a nice who hosts it. Couples may wantto ¥ INVITES: For those with big

way to wrap up a wedding weekend
and gives a newly married couple
a chance to spend more time with
close friends and family, particularly
if the couple isn’t immediately leav-
ing for the honeymoon. A brunch is
the perfect way to send guests on
their way with a few extra hugs and
full bellies.

A brunch is not a necessity by any
means, but it is a nice gesture and
a good way to wrap up a wedding
weekend. Couples who plan on host-
ing brunches can consider these tips.
v DELEGATE: The happy couple

already has a lot of details on their

plate to ensure the wedding occurs
with minimal hiccups. A parent or
member of the bridal party may
want to take on the task of planning
the brunch to alleviate stress on the
newly betrothed.

¥ FUNDING: There are no hard

set aside funds in their budgets for
the brunch, or parents of the couple
may want to contribute.

¥ TIMING: Seeing as it likely was

a late evening prior, the brunch
should occur as late as possible in
the morning, with 11 a.m. or noon
a good start time so everyone has a
chance to sleep in and recuperate.

¥ EASE: The brunch planner should

make it easy on himself or herself
by finding a venue that is close
by. Sometimes that venue may be
a lodging location if the couple
arranged for overnight accommo-
dations. For example, if overnight
guests stayed at a hotel near the
reception site, that hotel may have
a small conference or party room
where brunch can be held. The
brunch planner can work with the
hotel staff to cater the brunch; oth-
erwise, find a nearby restaurant that

budgets, anyone can be invited to
the wedding brunch, but it may be
more manageable if it is restricted
to only close friends and family, or
only those who opted for the over-
night wedding accommodations.

¥ GIFTS: There is no need to of-

fer another favor at the wedding
brunch. However, if any favors from
the wedding were left behind, they
can be displayed at the brunch in
case any guests forgot to take theirs.

v DURATION: A 2- to 21?2-hour

brunch is sufficient.

v FOOD: Brunch implies a mix of

breakfast and lunch treats, which
can include bagels, muffins, omelets,
waffles, cold cuts, and quiches. While
cocktails like mimosas or bellinis
may be offered, they’re not necessary
after a night of indulgence. In fact,
coffee and tea may be more coveted.
A post-wedding brunch is the per-

rules about who will pay for the
brunch, but typically it is the person

Consider wedding
flowers caretully

Although many decorative

specializes in breakfast or brunch
foods that is convenient to most.

fect way to wrap up a successful wed-
ding celebration.

Making Your Wedding Day

Clnforgettable

Wedding Receptions. Rehearsal Dinners.

blooms like tulips and daffo-

elements help to create ambi-
ance for a wedding celebration,
perhaps none is more awe-in-
spiring than beautiful floral ar-
rangements. Flowers offer visual
appeal, captivating aromas and
texture that can make a space
more welcoming.

Engaged couples typically
go to great lengths when plan-
ning their weddings, but flowers
may not be as micromanaged as
other elements. Some are con-
tent to let florists design their
arrangements, but the average
cost of wedding flowers in 2023
was $2,800, according to The
Knot Real Weddings Study. That
price tag merits some input on
the part of couples. Floral ex-
perts say couples should budget
for floral arrangements coming
in at 10 percent of the overall
wedding budget, which is the in-
dustry standard. Therefore, for a
$60,000 wedding a couple should
assume their florals will cost
$6,000. It’s important to note that
the cost of wedding flowers has
been steadily increasing over the
last few years due to inflation and
climate change, says The Knot.
So couples may need to be even
more involved in floral decisions
to maximize their dollars spent.

Here are some variables to
consider when selecting wedding
flowers.
¥ GREENERY: Adding green-

ery to fill in spaces in floral

arrangements can save some
money. Centerpieces and bou-
quets that are floral-heavy will
certainly cost more.

¥ SYMBOLISM: Consider
the meaning behind flowers to
make choices even more per-
sonal. You also may want to
select flowers that will comple-
ment the theme of the wedding.

For example, traditional spring

dils will coordinate with spring
weddings.

¥ FLOWER VARIETIES:
Hardier varieties of flowers,
such as daisies, mums, carna-
tions, and protea, are less likely
to wilt quickly in bouquets or
centerpieces than some other
blooms, even when they are
cut. Such blooms can hold up
in any weather and last the en-
tire day so that arrangements
will be picture-perfect no mat-
ter the hour.

¥ VENUE: Couples may find
that some venues already have
faux flowers or other decor.
That may mean couples do not
need to have as many flowers
or any elaborate arrangements.

¥ SIZE: A particularly large flo-
ral centerpiece can overwhelm
a table, and a bouquet that is
overly cumbersome may de-
tract from the bride or her
bridesmaids. Choose the cor-
rect scale for comfort in bou-
quets. For table arrangements,
select a size that will not dis-
courage conversation or block
guests’ view, nor take up too
much real estate on the table.

¥ ALLERGIES: Although they
are cut, flowers in arrange-
ments can trigger allergic re-
sponses in some people. Others
may be bothered by overly ar-
omatic flowers. Work with the
florist to find blooms that will
be best.

¥ COLOR SCHEME: Al-
though white flowers always
coordinate, many couples like
some color in their arrange-
ments. Be sure the flowers pick
up the hues used in bridesmaid
dresses or even the season of
the year.
Couples should take an active

role in deciding what to include in

floral pieces for their weddings.

Showers. Private Events.

Center for the Arts of Homer

CenterdArt.org
60/-749-4900
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SKIP THE CAKE AND HAVE AN ICE CREAM TRUCK COME TO YOU!

SERVE YOUR GUESTS THE BEST -
OFFERING SOFT SERVE OR NOVELTY OPTIONS

SKippysicecream.com

Email or Call
SKIPTHECAKE@GMAIL.com ® (315) 456-9750
to plan your event

Luker Rd. Facility (Next to Builder’s Best)

e Cortland’s First Climate Controlled Storage
e SELF STORAGE ¢ SECURITY SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS

4 Convenient Locations
® 400 Mini Storage Units

e Commercial/Residential Storage
e Warehouse Storage

® 94/7/365 Access

® Monthly/Yearly Leasing

¢ Credit Cards Accepted

Phone: 607-756-4307 * Fax: 607-756-2180 « www.cortlandself-storage.com

Student Summer Storage
¢ Climate Controlled

5 ft. x 9 ft. Units
e Convenient Location on Luker Rd
(Near the SUNY Campus)
® 24-Hour Security Surveillance
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Questions to ask when shopping
for a wedding reception venue

1000 Old Seneca Turnpike
Skaneateles, NY
315-901-8750

Get
Wedding

Ready
With Us.

lovetheskinbar.com
Heather Rossi, LPN, LE

Y \ngaged couples make
plenty of decisions when
A/ planning their weddings,
and some may be more sig-
nificant than others. Choosing
a wedding reception venue is
among the most important deci-
sions couples will make.

The reception venue is where
couples and guests will spend the
majority of the day, and no two
venues are the same. As couples
begin shopping for a place to
host their reception, they can ask

PEELS FACIALS
HYDRAFACIAL™

SKINPEN™
HYDRAFACIALS

TRILIFT™ LASER HAIR
REMOVAL SKINBETTER

EPICUTIS FACE
REALITY COLOR

SCIENCE HYDRINITY
EPICUREN CIRCADIA

Elena Partigianoni, LE  Nicola Lattimore, LE

SIMDPLE
ELEGANCE

Wedding Reception,

Private Event

131 Port Watson Street,

Cortland, NY 13045
Phone: 607-753-1477

portwatsonmini-conferencecenter.com

themselves and venue represen-
tatives a multitude of questions
to narrow down their options and
ultimately make the best decision
for them.

What are we looking for in a
venue?

Some couples may know pre-
cisely what they want their re-
ceptions to be like, while others
may not have the slightest idea.
Of course, some couples may be
somewhere in the middle. Prior to
beginning the process of choosing
avenue, couples can identify what
they’re looking for. Is a venue
with outdoor entertaining space
a priority? Do you want to hold
the ceremony and reception at the
same venue? How many guests
will the venue need to accommo-
date? Answering these questions
and others can help couples nar-
row down their search.

How much can we afford?

Budget is a significant variable
when shopping for a wedding
venue. Some venues offer mul-
tiple spaces that can accommo-
date couples with a wide range of
budgets, while others are singular
spaces suited to receptions within
a specified size. Itemizing a bud-
get and determining how much
can be alloted to a reception ven-
ue can serve as a guideline when
couples begin searching for sites.

Is our date available?

Once couples know what they
want and what they can afford,
they can prepare a number of
questions that are worth asking
at every venue they visit. Per-
haps the most important, at least
for those couples who have al-

ready chosen a wedding date, is
the availability of the site on that
date. If couples have not yet cho-
sen a date, they can ask for a list
of available dates at each venue
they visit and perhaps use that
knowledge to pick a day, particu-
larly if they prefer a given venue.

Who will cater the meal?

Some venues do their own
catering, while others may have
working relationships with out-
side caterers. And some venues
rent only the spaces and require
couples to hire their own cater-
ers and arrange all the details on
their own. If a venue caters the
meal, ask if they accommodate
people with various restrictions,
such as food allergies and gluten
intolerances.

How many hours are includ-
ed in the rental agreement?

It’s important that couples
know what they’re getting, in-
cluding how much time they get
in each space they consider. The
online wedding resource The
Knot notes a standard wedding
reception is five hours, the first of
which is generally designated as
cocktail hour.

What is the payment struc-
ture?

Identifying the payment struc-
ture, include down payment due
date and when the final payment
must be made, is important as
well. This knowledge can allow
couples to map out their expens-
es, the most significant of which
is typically the reception venue.

These are just some of the
questions couples can ask as they
plan their wedding receptions.

How to manage

the menu

at vour wedding reception

edding receptions are
the culmination of a lot
of planning. Though

there may not be any insignif-
icant decisions when planning
the post-ceremony party, some
choices will loom larger than
others, including which foods
will be served. When planning a
wedding reception, couples can
choose a venue that provides the
food, such as a traditional recep-
tion center; otherwise, the recep-
tion may take place at an outdoor
location or a venue that is not
equipped to prepare and serve
food. In the latter instances, cou-
ples will contract with an outside
caterer. In both situations certain
factors can help determine who to
use for reception food services.

A traditional reception cen-
ter/catering hall is likely a wise
choice for couples who prefer
simplicity in wedding day meal
planning. These facilities are
experts at addressing all of the
components that go into a recep-
tion. Such venues offer access to
a cocktail area and banquet room,
and the facility likely has a staff
of chefs at the ready to dish up
meals. While many reception cen-
ters offer restaurant-quality offer-
ings, scouting venues and sam-
pling dishes will provide an idea
of how foods taste and help cou-
ples narrow down their choices.

Preferences

Some receptions are multi-
course events starting from the
moment guests arrive and snack
on hors d’oeuvres to the dessert
display served as a final course.
Others are low-key and may not

have full sit-down service. If you
prefer a cocktail atmosphere only,
certain venues may make more
sense than others. Identifying
how much food to have and the
type of service desired can help
pinpoint caterers to interview.

Chef access

Having a specific chef or cui-
sine in mind may require separat-
ing the food from a venue. Recep-
tion centers likely will not allow
couples to bring in their own
food. Therefore, you will have to
find a venue where outside food
is possible. Then you can work
with a favorite chef for catering
services.

Location

Some couples prefer to com-
bine their ceremony and recep-
tion at one spot. This may be at
a beachside location or in a con-
verted country barn. If this seems
like a scenario you are consid-
ering, then the venue will take
priority and you’ll have to find
an outside caterer to service the
wedding.

Allergies

Food allergies and intolerances
are on the minds of many nowa-
days. It is important to be mindful
of food restrictions when speak-
ing with caterers. Take careful in-
ventory of work-arounds so that
every guest at the wedding can be
enjoy a safe, delicious meal.

The wedding reception menu is
an important variable for engaged
couples to consider. A host of fac-
tors may come into consideration
as couples try to determine how
to feed their guests come their
wedding day.



wedding day is a magical
and memorable day for a
couple and their family

members. Months or even years
of planning may go into making
a wedding day special.

For some, an outdoor wedding
and celebration amid the beauty
of nature is the ultimate setting
in which to tie the knot. When
Mother Nature is your decorator,
the setting can be hard to match.
Perhaps that’s why 62 percent of
couples opted for outdoor nup-
tials in 2023, according to The
Knot 2023 Real Weddings Sur-
vey. However, there may be some
extra work involved when ex-
changing vows outdoors, hosting
a reception outside or both. That
work includes having a contin-
gency plan in place if the weather
does not cooperate. Here’s what
couples should know about hav-
ing a backup plan for their out-
door weddings.
¥ Identify a second location.

Couples who book outdoor re-

ceptions at catering halls can in-

quire how they handle inclem-

ent weather. Many will have a

clause built into the agreement

to move the party indoors in
the event of bad weather. Oth-
ers may enable the wedding to
move to a different space for an
added fee. Smaller less formal

weddings taking place at other
locations may require a bit of
ingenuity when looking for a
backup space. Perhaps a friend
has a large house where every-
one can gather, or an employer
may have a warehouse, loft or
even a barn that can be trans-
formed into unique venues at
the last minute?

¥ Choose outdoor spaces with
covered areas. The wish might
be to have blue skies overhead,
but it’s impossible to control
the weather. So it’s safe to se-
lect outdoor spaces that offer a
measure of weather protection,
such as a pavillion in a park or
a covered deck at a beachside
locale. Such sites offer a lit-
tle security without detracting
from the ambiance.

¥ Look into a tent rental. A tent
is a great investment because it
keeps everyone out of the ele-
ments rain or shine. Even on a
lovely summer day, the blazing
sun can make being outdoors
uncomfortable. A tent is the
solution. Couples should coor-
dinate with a wedding planner
or the venue itself to be sure
that a tent is allowed on the
grounds.

¥ Think about event insurance.
Special event insurance may
protect against financial loss in

@ar ables to con51der

before picking
o wedding date

fter announcing their en-
gagement, couples may
need to get used to being

asked if they have chosen a date
to tie the knot. Friends and family
members who are thrilled for the
happy couple may want to know
when the partnership will become
official, but choosing a date is not
always so simple.

A host of variables must be
considered before couples pick a
wedding date. Though the choice
of date is ultimately a couple’s
decision to make, consideration
of the following variables can
help engaged individuals make
the most informed choice.
¥ Season: Time of year is an

important consideration when

picking a wedding date. Sum-
mer was once the season-of-
choice when tying the knot, but
data from the online wedding
resource The Knot indicates
that has changed a little in re-
cent years. The most popular
day to get married in 2024 was

Saturday, September 21, which

the experts at The Knot note re-

flects a notable shift in couples’

preferences that began in 2015.

Since then, fall has been the

most popular season to tie the

knot. Moderate temperatures
and less rainfall likely contrib-
ute to that popularity. Before
picking a date, couples can
consider which time of year
they prefer to get married.

¥ Convenience: The convenience
of a particular date won’t be the
same for everyone, but couples
may want to consider a date
or season that is amenable to
as many bridal party members
and guests as possible. Cou-
ples planning to invite chil-
dren to the wedding may learn
from parents that fall, winter
and spring are tough times of
year due to youngsters’ hectic
school and activities schedules.

Summer may be more conve-

nient, but it’s also likely that

some guests with preexisting

vacation plans may not make
it if the date chosen coincides
with their trips. There’s no way
to accommodate everyone, and
couples should make their own
preferences their top priority.

But those with no such pref-

erence may want to look for a

time of year when traveling to

and from the wedding is con-
venient for as many guests as
possible.

¥ Holidays: Holidays are anoth-
er variable to consider. Travel
and accommodations tend to
be more expensive on holiday
weekends, and roadways also
can be crowded during three-
day weekends. In addition,
many people look forward to
their own traditions during
the holiday season and other
notable events, such as July

Fourth and Labor Day. Be-

fore choosing a wedding date

that coincides with a holiday,
it might be a good idea to get
some feedback from bridal par-
ty members and other trusted
confidantes.

¥ Local event schedule: It’s com-
mon for couples to inquire about
other events a wedding venue
may be hosting when shopping
for ceremony and reception

sites. But it can be equally im-

portant to consider events inn

the area where you plan to get
married on and around the days
you’re considering. For exam-
ple, tying the knot on the same
weekend as the Super Bowl
in the city where the event is
taking place may not be wise,
as hotel availability will likely
be limited and room rates may
be much higher than normal.

Even more localized events

like harvest festivals may affect

the availability of accommoda-
tions, so this important variable
merits consideration.

These are just a handful of
variables couples should consider
before choosing a date to tie the
knot.
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How to create a backup plan

for an outdoor

wedding

the event that severe weather
throws a wrench into outdoor
wedding plans. Poor weather
may make moving around the
venue treacherous and might
force a postponement. Liabil-
ity and cancellation protection
in an insurance policy helps
couples avoid financial hard-
ship.

¥ Hire a wedding planner. The
Knot suggests hiring a wed-
ding planner or coordinator
who can pivot to plan B in
the event of bad weather. This
helps take some of the stress
off of the couple so they can
enjoy the day.

Sounds Unlimited Entertainment
Voted Best In Area Weddmg D]

Master Of Ceremonies

DJ Frank P

Over A Million Songs

Any Kind Of Music

Weddings Graduations Birthdays Etc
Reasonable Pricing Highly Experienced
Travels In A 100 Mile Radius From
Binghamton NY 13903
1-607-595-2021

http://www.facebook.com/soundsunlimitedentertainmentweddingdi

¥ Plan wardrobe and hair/make-

up accordingly. Brides and
bridesmaids can choose fabrics
for dresses that will be com-
fortable and not become blown
around or see-through due to
rain and wind. The wedding
party can ask hair stylists to
create a wedding hairstyle that
is somewhat weatherproof. Ex-
perienced makeup artists like-
ly know some tricks to keep
makeup looking flawless even
when the weather isn’t.
Outdoor weddings can be
beautiful events, but it is im-
portant to have a backup plan
in place in case weather doesn’t
cooperate.

White tent over cement
floors, accommodates
150 guests, rustic farm
tables, bistro lights, and
more with views of

Seneca .(a_/(eand

Gy Vil

Email
amy@zugibevineyards.com
for more information

CZugibevineyards.com)

% P Bridal and

ARCY L Suningucar

Helping you find the perfect dress
for 17 years!

1,500 Dresses in stock + Ordering options

Layaway and Alterations Available

Call to schedule your appt
607-662-4247 )

HAGE

TAILOR SHOP

Always A Step Above¥

We Are Here for Your
Wedding Experience,
Tuxedos and Alteration

Cortland ¢ 756-0500
281 Tompkins St.

Ithaca ¢ 257-3696

Community Corners

wwww.hagetailorshop.com
Open Daily
Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday 10am-2pm

Appointments Appreciated

Vincent and Morgan Seibel
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What to know

betore a wedding
oWn shopping trip

EXPERT BRIDAL ALTERATIONS
Cortland, NY

Magpie Custom
Creations

Professional
Seamstress

Stacey Anne Goldyn Located in the historic

Cortland Corset Building

25 years experience
alterations
and
reconstruction

75 East Court St.
Cortland, NY 13045

607-591-9652

BY APPOINTMENT
CALL OR TEXT 607-591-9652

Weddings mark a turning point
from one stage in life to another.
The significance of that transi-
tion is perhaps one reason why
couples and their guests dress
so nicely for a wedding ceremo-
ny and reception. Formal garb is
a wedding tradition, and guests
anxiously await seeing which
type of gown a bride will wear. In
western cultures, white wedding
gowns have been the standard
since the nineteenth century and
are believed to symbolize purity
and grace. In eastern cultures,
wedding gowns often have been
elaborate, colorful creations that
have their own symbolic mean-

From the first idea to the final details,
['m here 1o help you plan, design, and bring
your special event, shower or wedding to life!

Kmlyonevents@gmail.com
Kmlyonevents.org ¢ 607-423-3290

Kait Hoyt Photography

4357 JORDAN RD. - SKANNEATELES, NY 13152
SINCAIROFSKANEATELES@GMAIL.COM

315-730-6620

Now Booking for Fall 2025!

Follow us on Instagram
@ events_at_munro

5407 Hamilton Rd.
Jordan NY 13080

ings unique to various areas of
the world.

Shopping for a wedding gown
can spark mixed emotions. While
it is exciting to try on some re-
markable garments, there also is
the pressure of knowing all eyes
will be on you while wearing
this couture creation. Narrow-
ing down wedding gown pros-
pects can take vision, time and
patience. The following pointers
can help when it comes time to
visit bridal shops.

Make an
appointment

Many bridal shops operate
by appointment only. That’s be-
cause the staff wants to devote
complete attention to a client,
and having people simply walk
in from the street can draw their
attention away and/or lead to long
wait times. Identify the stores you
want to visit, and then call to se-
cure your time slot.

Narrow
down styles

Think about what your person-
al style might be and how you
want to look on your wedding
day. If you’re not sure about the
vocabulary surrounding dress
silhouettes, visit Pinterest or Ins-
tagram and save images of dress-
es that you love. Then you can
show the sales staff what you are
thinking instead of going in emp-
ty-handed.

Keep an open
mind

Try on a few different styles
even if you have a particular
dress in mind. You never know if
something might be a better fit for

your body type or the scope and
style of your wedding unless you
give it a go.

Star¢ the
process early

Unlike off-the-rack clothing,
most wedding shops will have
to order your dress and have it
shipped. Then comes a few weeks
for alterations. KWH Bridal notes
eight to 12 months before a wed-
ding is a good time to choose and
order a dress. Brides magazine
says most made-to-order wed-
ding gowns take about six to nine
months to create. There also are
three separate fittings to ensure
the gown will fit like a glove.

Invite a handful
of confidantes

It’s best not to arrive at the
shopping appointment with an
entire entourage. Pick, at the
most, four people whose opinions
you trust; otherwise, it could be
a case of too many cooks in the
kitchen. As a bride-to-be you’ll
already be anxious, and you’ll
want soothing, supportive people
with you.

Plan your
budget

Know well in advance what
you can afford to spend. Accord-
ing to data from The Knot, wed-
ding attire accounts for 7 percent
of the average couple’s budget.
Most wedding gowns are in the
range of $2,000. Don’t forget
about additional costs, such as
veil, shoes, alterations, undergar-
ments, and any add-ons.

In addition to these tips, arrive
to an appointment well-rested,
fed and comfortable.

Top
trends
1n Tuxes

heories on the origins of
the tuxedo vary signifi-
cantly. Some believe that

this formal garment was created
by wealthy aristocrats attending
an autumn ball in Tuxedo Park,
New York. However, the Wall
Street Journal has reported that
the tuxedo might be a British
invention, spearheaded by the
fashion-conscious King of Wales
Edward VII in 1865. No matter
where the tuxedo originated, it
has become standard attire for
formal occasions, including wed-
dings.

It may seem as though every
tuxedo is the same, but that’s not
the case. Tuxes come in different
styles, so those tying the knot or
attending other formal functions
can choose an option that fits
their personality and physique.
Here’s a look at what sets tuxe-
dos apart and some noteworthy
tux trends.

Suits versus
tuxedos

Some may wonder what sets a
tuxedo apart from a suit. One of
the more notable differences is
that tuxedo lapels are designed
with silk, satin or textured gros-
grain to provide that signature
V-look, says Brides magazine.
Suit lapels are made from the
same fabric as the suit jacket.
Tuxedos traditionally are held up

with suspenders, while suit pants
have belt loops for use with a
belt. Suits are styled with a dress
shirt while tuxedos are worn with
a particular tuxedo shirt that like-
ly has a spread collar, bib, dec-
orative studs, and French cuffs
fastened with cufilinks.

€hange up
lapel styles

Men who want to set them-
selves apart can opt for what The
Knot calls the most popular styles
of tuxedo lapels. Notch lapels are
the most common and feature
two lateral points. Shawl collars
feature a smooth, sleek looped
lapel without notches or peaks.
Peak lapels have the lower point
of the lapel peak above the upper.
Trying on the different jackets
can give individuals an idea of
which lapel look is best.

New color
spectrum

A traditional tuxedo will be
black, although navy tuxedos
have gained a following. But
individuals can find a tuxedo in
any color. Those who want to add
some extra flair to their weddings
may opt for a tuxedo in a color
that coordinates to the season or
aligns with what the rest of the
bridal party is wearing.

Continued on page 9
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hether it’s a lavish,
black-tie affair or a laid
back gathering in the

backyard, a couple’s wedding day
is a momentous, and often costly,
occasion. According to the online
wedding planning resource Zola,
the average cost of a wedding in
2023 was $33,000. That’s a sig-
nificant sum for couples to spend,
and it’s understandable if couples
aren’t sure how to allocate funds
for their big day.

It’s important that couples
recognize what’s most import-
ant to them when planning their
weddings. Recognition of those
priorities can help couples deter-
mine how to allocate their funds.
Equally helpful can be how past
couples have spent on their wed-
dings. Utilizing data from its
The Knot 2023 Real Weddings
Study, the wedding experts at
The Knot (theknot.com) have
calculated general percentages
of a wedding budget couples can
devote to various components.
¥ \enue: 37 percent
¥ Catering: 28 percent
¥ Band: 12 percent
¥ Wedding rings: 9 percent
¥ Photography: 8 percent
¥ Flowers: 8 percent
¥ Alcohol: 8 percent
¥ Rehearsal dinner: 8 percent
¥ Videography: 7 percent
¥ Couples’ attire: 7 percent
¥ Rentals: 6 percent
¥ DJ: 5 percent
¥ Wedding party attire: 4 percent
¥ Guest entertainment: 3 percent
¥ Transportation: 3 percent
¥ Ceremony music: 3 percent
¥ Cake and desserts: 2 percent
¥ Stationery: 2 percent
v Officiant: 1 percent
¥ Favors and gifts: 1 percent
¥ Additional jewelry: 1 percent

0Ze o

Couples with a keen eye might
notice these percentages add
up to significantly more than
100 percent. That’s because the
budgetary breakdown reflects
personal preferences, individ-
ual couples’ budgets and what
couples can expect to spend on
certain components. For exam-
ple, The Knot data indicates a
couple that prefers a band for
their reception instead of a DJ
may need to allocate roughly
twice as much of their budget to
accommodate that preference.
In addition, couples who do not
intend to pay for wedding party
members’ attire can find other
ways to allocate those funds,
which The Knot data indicates
typically accounts for roughly 4
percent of a wedding budget.

Another variable to consid-
er is family. According to The
Knot data, couples allocated
an average of 8 percent of their
budgets to their rehearsal din-
ner. However, couples’ parents
may offer to pay for that meal,
which can leave more room in
the budget for other expenses.
In addition, The Knot reported
that the percentage of couples
asking a friend or family mem-
ber to serve as their wedding
officiant rose from 37 percent
in 2015 to 51 percent in 2020.
Wedding officiants do not often
eat up a significant portion of
a couple’s wedding budget (1
percent), but this is another ex-
pense that modern couples may
not need to account for.

Weddings can cost tens of
thousands of dollars. Couples
who determine how best to allo-
cate their wedding budgets may
find it far simpler to plan their
big day.

A Y
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eddings are well-known
as costly affairs, even
for couples who opt for

more laid back ceremonies and
receptions as opposed to lavish
gatherings. Each year, The Knot
Real Weddings Study uncovers
the latest wedding trends, in-
cluding those related to fashion,
food and, of course, finances.
The most recent study found that
the average cost of a wedding in
2023 was $35,000. That marks
a considerable increase over
just a year earlier, when couples
spent an average of $30,000 on
their weddings. That significant
spike in just a 12-month period
undoubtedly reflects the effects
of inflation, which has led to a

P
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notable increase in the costs of
many products and services since
2022. If wedding costs are indeed
surprising couples as they start
to plan their big day, they can
consider an approach that many
before them have increasing-
ly turned to: wedding planners.
According to The Knot, 37 per-
cent of couples hired a wedding
planner in 2023, an increase of
7 percent over 2019, when the
pandemic had yet to be declared
and inflation had not led to such
significant price increases. Wed-
ding planners can help couples
navigate some costly waters so
they can avoid starting their life
together with substantial wed-
ding-related debt.

Celebrate your love story
with us!

Renovated and opened in 2024,
Parkside Villa offers the perfect
backdrop for all wedding
related events including,
engagement, showers, and
receptions.

More Info: parksidevillacortland.com

95 Owego St Cortland, NY ﬁ @

Embarrassed to Smile?

FROM
IMPLANTS T0
VENEERS..

Free information session an
consultation

315-677-3113

www.lafayettedentalassociates.com
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Wedding hair for every style

Weddings are one of the
most-photographed and docu-
mented days in couples’ lives.
From the moment the question
is popped to the final goodbye
before setting out for the honey-
moon, all eyes (and cameras) will
be carefully trained on those vow-
ing to share their lives together.

French Touch Photography
says wedding photographers take
an average 50 to 100 pictures per
hour. That means couples ulti-
mately may appear in 600 photos
before the night is through. Is it
any wonder that brides, grooms
and everyone in between want
to ensure they are presenting the
best versions of themselves come

the big day? The hairstyle cho-
sen for a wedding can affect how
couples view these photographs
in the years to come. It can take
some trial and error to find a wed-
ding day hairstyle that is perfect,
but these popular styles are good
starting points.
¥ Bouncy blowout: Many brides
choose to leave their hair down
for the wedding, and this style
looks bouncy, smooth and ap-
proachable. The blowout can
be straight, or stylists can add
curled edges for a luxurious
look.
¥ Messy bun: A messy bun is an-
other hairstyle that appears ef-
fortless. An imperfect bun with

some tendrils escaping and a
decorative hair pin is both ele-
gant and fun.

¥ Boho braids: Whether a hair-
style is mostly down and
free-flowing or pinned back
into a loose bun, adding bohe-
mian style braids can impart
whimsy to any look. This hair-
style may be best for informal
weddings and to match gowns
that are flowing and ethereal.

¥ Top knot: This style is a prac-
tical choice for warm weather
weddings, when heat and hu-
midity can attack a polished
style. The look is made by
winding the hair into a bun at
the crown of the head. It can be

2 River St.
Cortland, NY 13035
607-756-4431
i1284@hometownestudios.com

enhanced with a crown or head-
band.

¥ Half-up, half-down: Brides who
want their locks down with vo-
luminous waves but without
hair in their faces often opt for
a half-up, half-down style. This
pulls the front portion of hair
back and away from the face,
which can be braided, twisted
or even just loosely pinned, de-
pending on preference.

¥ Side-swept: This look pulls
tresses over to one side, where
they cascade in waves over the
shoulder. Itis elegant and classic.

¥ Chignon: From the French
chignon de cou, which means
“nape of the neck,” a chignon is
a wrapped bun hairstyle pinned
low on the head where it meets
the neck.

While it’s the bride’s hairstyle

that often draws the most atten-
tion, the groom also may want to

experiment with hairstyles.

¥ Pompadour: This style is char-
acterized by a voluminous top
that is swept back from the face.

¥ Quiff: Like a pompadour, this
hairstyle also features volume
but with natural curls offering a
full, defined look.

¥ Classic side part: This look is
classic and polished. A clean
parting that is either slightly off
from the middle or even deeper
on the side completes this look.

¥ Undercut: This hairstyle fea-
tures hair buzzed on the sides
and back with a longer top.
Everyone can be wedding-ready

with classic or trendy hairstyles
that complete a finished look.
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edding planning re-
quires a lot of hard
work, as couples try to

ensure all of the components and
moving parts add up to a memo-
rable day when the time comes to
say, “I do.” One notion that can
help couples navigate wedding
planning is to keep the focus on
fun, as the goal of any couple is
to make their wedding day a fes-
tive affair for them and their loved
ones.

A couple’s choice of entertain-
ment can go a long way toward
ensuring the wedding reception is
fun and festive. Couples can keep
these tips in mind as they look for
entertainers to establish the right
vibe for their wedding reception.
v Identify your options. Couples

typically choose a DJ or live

band to entertain guests during
the reception. Some couples
may even choose both. In gen-
eral, the more densely populat-
ed an area is, the more enter-
tainment options couples will
have to choose from. Couples
who have no preference regard-
ing DJ or band can explore each
option, speaking with represen-
tatives for each to get a grasp of
their cost and offerings.

¥ Seek recommendations. Word-
of-mouth helps many wedding
vendors attract new clients, and
entertainers are no different.

Couples can seek recommen-

dations from friends who have

tied the knot. In addition, speak
with people who have coordi-
nated other gatherings in the
past, such as family reunions,
office parties and community
events. Entertainment is often
part of such events, so those
who plan them might be able to

offer some valuable insight into
the local entertainment scene.
v Attend a performance. In ad-
dition to seeking recommen-
dations, couples can see enter-
tainers in action and form their
own opinions. Many DJs and
bands that perform at weddings
also ply their trade elsewhere,
including at bars, clubs, com-
munity events, etc. If couples
are intrigued by a band or DJ as
a wedding reception entertain-
ment option, they can arrange to
see them perform. Pay attention
to their catalog, performance
style and how they interact with
the crowd during their show.
¥ Consider the crowd. The guest
list and number of invitees also
merit consideration when choos-
ing entertainment for the recep-
tion. Conventional wisdom sug-
gests bands tend to suit smaller
affairs better than DJs, who may
be accustomed to playing loud
dance music for bigger crowds.
In such cases, a booming dance
playlist with a sparsely populat-
ed dance floor may not estab-
lish the vibe couples are going
for. Live bands may provide a
greater sense of intimacy, which
can work better with a small-
er crowd. It’s also beneficial to
consider musical style before
choosing entertainment. A band
or DJ that can incorporate a wide
range of musical eras and genres
is ideal for a wedding reception,
where guests will include the
very young and the elderly.
Finding the right entertainment
for a wedding reception is a fun
component of wedding planning.
The right choice of entertainment
can make for a particularly festive
wedding night.




Can t-miss photos
for yvour wedding

Couples who hire a profession-
al photographer to capture their
weddings may end up with any-
where from 400 to 600 images,
with some photographers prom-
ising even more. Although it is
likely that a wide array of shots
will be taken, couples who do not
want to leave things up to chance
should sit down with their photo
professionals and discuss the key
shots they want to capture.

Once the big day has passed,
there will be no opportunity to go
back and arrange missed shots.
This list of must-have photos can
ensure that the wedding album
has all the shots couples desire.

Before the

ceremony

¥ Wedding day outfits hanging in
the wardrobe or placed over a
chair

¥ Wedding invitation surrounded
by bouquets

¥ Wedding rings side by side

¥ Outfit accessories, such as
shoes, jewelry, a veil, and cuff
links

¥ Bride and bridesmaids getting
hair and makeup done

¥ Groom and groomsmen laugh-
ing and having fun

¥ Bride getting zipped up into
her dress

At the
ceremony

¥ Guests entering the ceremony
site

¥ Ushers escorting guests to their
seats

¥ Close-ups of the couple sepa-
rately waiting to see their soon-
to-be spouse

¥ Cute kids participating in the
ceremony coming down the
aisle

¥ Parents of the couple coming
down the aisle or seated prom-
inently awaiting the start of the
ceremony

¥ Shots of all members of the
wedding party

¥ Guests of honor, such as grand-
parents

¥ Partner coming down the aisle
and the partner’s reaction

¥ Exchange of rings

¥ First kiss

¥ A wide shot of the guests at the
ceremony

¥ Signing the marriage certificate

¥ The processional with the new-
ly hitched couple beaming

¥ Couple in the limo backseat

Portraits

¥ Couple with bridesmaids and
groomsmen

¥ Bride and maid/matron of hon-
or

¥ Groom and best man

¥ Couple with each set of parents

and siblings
¥ Couple with close family
members
At the
reception

¥ Couple’s first entrance

¥ Special signage, decorations or
photos of the scenery

¥ Wedding cake details

¥ Toasts and speeches from key
people

¥ First dance as a couple

¥ Father/daughter,  mother/son
dances, if applicable

¥ Couple mingling with guests

¥ Guests dancing and having fun

¥ Shots of the musicians or any
special entertainers

¥ The cake cutting

¥ The couple’s grand exit and
wave goodbye

These are some of the custom-
ary images that couples will want
to request. Photographers likely
will cover most of them without
prompting, but couples should
be sure to point out any special
photographs they’d like captured
throughout the day.

The roles played by
bridesmaids and the maid
of honor 1 2 wedding

During a wedding, the couple
tying the knot certainly gets to
shine, but so, too, do other cere-
mony participants. From the par-
ents of the bride or groom to the
officiant to the ring bearer, there
are many roles beyond bride and
groom.

A bridal party typically in-
cludes a soon-to-be-bride’s close
friends and family. The brides-
maid tradition may trace its
origins to ancient times, when

bridesmaids would be selected to
dress like the bride and confuse
vengeful spirits or warring rival
clans who might want to harm the
bride. A special individual gets to
enjoy a higher-level job within
the bridal party, serving as maid
of honor, if she is unmarried, or
matron of honor if she has al-
ready walked down the aisle.
Bridesmaids lend support and
provide help as needed, but it is
Continued on page 10

TOP TRENDS IN TUXES

« from Page 6

Cortland Standard — WEDDINGS, Saturday, January 25, 2025 — 9

@//W

on

' rides-to-be make many important de-
cisions when planning their weddings,

» and one of the more notable ones is
the choice of wedding gown. According to
The Knot Real Weddings Study, the average
wedding dress cost $2,000 in 2023. Despite
that hefty price tag, gowns remain a pivot-
al component of a wedding, as 98 percent of
women who responded to The Knot survey
indicated they wore a dress for their nuptials.
If the sizable price tag is a cause for concern
to some aspiring brides, The Knot notes that
customization can drive up the final price tag
by a significant amount, which undoubtedly
affects the median price of gowns. Brides
who opt for no or minimal customization can
likely find a dress that costs significantly less
than the $2,000 average price.

Alternative
fabrics

The majority of tuxedos are
made from wool and will have
the silk or satin detailing as de-
scribed. Newer trends include
incorporating fabrics like linen
or flannel, although these are rare
and may be harder to come by.

Neckties
grabbing hold
People can set themselves
apart with everything from la-
pels to tuxedo shirts to different
colors, but only bowties or neck-
ties can be worn with tuxedoes.
While bowties once were the

gold standard, those personal-
izing their wedding looks and
taking liberties with style are
increasingly opting for neckties.
Gents can choose a necktie in a
complementary texture that will
coordinate with the elegance of
the tuxedo.

Shim fi¢

Modern tuxedo choices feature
a slim fit in both jacket and pant.
It’s a good idea to try on a few
different options to see what feels
comfortable before choosing a fit.

Tuxedos have been around
since the nineteenth century and
are the attire of choice for formal
functions.

Q-
MEIER’S CREEK

BREWING COMPANY

Op-l et gfte),

“We had our wedding at MCBC, and both my husband and I, along with
90 of our closest family and friends, cannot stop talking about how
wonderful the venue was. From the food, to service, to the ambiance,
it hit every mark imaginable. The Event Coordinator was unbelievably
hospitable and attentive during our big day; constantly checking in with

us and our family to ensure we were as happy as could be."”

-%wgwed»

MEIERSCREEKBREWING.COM f & % =03

CAZENOVIA FARM BREWERY
33 RIPLETON ROAD | CAZENOVIA, NY

BOOK TODAY: MEIERSCREEKBREWING.COM/PRIVATE-EVENTS
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THE ROLES PLAYED
BY BRIDESMAIDS AND
THE MAID OF HONOR

INAWEDDING

« from Page 9

the maid of honor who will serve
as the right-hand woman to the
bride. Here is a deep look at the
unique rolls these women play
both before and during a wedding.

Bridesmaids

A significant amount of plan-
ning goes into a wedding and
bridesmaids may be called upon
to help brides make various de-
cisions. Bridesmaids also offer
support to the bride, who may
be feeling a tad overwhelmed. It
is important for bridesmaids to
calm the bride and care for her
while she tackles the tasks nec-
essary to host such a momentous
occasion.

Bridesmaids can lend support
and opinions when visiting with
vendors like florists or musicians.
A bride-to-be also may ask cer-
tain bridesmaids to come to dress
appointments.

Collectively, bridesmaids will
plan and help pay for the bridal
shower and bachelorette party.
They also can assist the mother-
of-the bride with whatever extra
help she may need.

Maid of honor
The maid of honor (MOH)
does all of the above and more.
She will attend wedding dress
shopping appointments and serve
as a trusted source of honest
feedback. The MOH also may be
called in to mediate any conflicts
within the bridal party, as these

ladies may not all know each oth-
er prior to the nuptials. She will
check in with the bridesmaids to
be sure they are on task and ful-
filling any responsibilities in a
timely manner.

The MOH will be the main
point of contact for the bridal
shower and bachelorette party.
She will keep track of gifts so
that the couple can follow up
with thank you notes. She also
may help assemble and mail out
wedding invitations. The MOH
will help the bride get dressed
on the wedding day and attend to
any needs she may have, includ-
ing providing snacks and water.
In the event the bride’s gown is
cumbersome, the MOH may need
to assist the bride by adjusting the
dress while seated or when visit-
ing the restroom.

During the ceremony, the
MOH will hold the bride’s bou-
quet and she will give a toast at
the reception. She also may make
music requests to keep the party
upbeat and fun.

There is no minimum or maxi-
mum number of people who can
be part of a bridal party, but it is
important to choose people who
can be relied upon and who will
enhance the experience. The
bride-to-be can discuss her ex-
pectations from bridesmaids and
the maid of honor at the start of
the wedding adventure to ensure
that everyone can help ensure the
day is a momentous occasion.

Cortland Country Club

For over a century, generations of families and 1 .

friends have entrusted the Cortland Country The P@TfBCf Settzngfor.

Club with the hosting of their weddings, bridal «Weddings of all sizes both indoors and outdoors.
showers and wedding rehearsal dinners. Located
conveniently off -81, and near multiple hotels, CCC
offers a venue like no others can. The 112-year-
old clubhouse is framed in the background of
our property at the end of a panoramic tree-lined
driveway with a view of our pristine golf course. The
water pond and our porch, both situated in front of
the clubhouse, are ideal as portrait backdrops. The
interior space features a one-of-a-kind solid cherry
bar, two dining rooms and wood trim throughout
the building. The dance floor is anchored by a
fireplace and mantle and a stunning staircase that
can be used as the wedding party’s entrance to
the celebration. We also have private rooms and
locker facilities available prior to the event to be
used as you desire. We have all the amenities to
make your wedding memorable. We are the best
kept secret in town!

* Receptions designed to express your unigue vision with menus
created by you that are tailored to your budget and tastes.

« Color schemes, setting layouts and preferences
are yours to choose.

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE A MEMBER!
Give us a call for more information. You won’t be disappointed.

4514 State Route 281, Cortland, New York 13045 o (607) 7 5 3 '3 3 3 6

Follow us on Facebook for information about our Wedding Showcase scheduled for March 2025!
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