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FDA survey: Teen vaping hits 10-year low in the US

By MATTHEW PERRONE
AP Health Writer

WASHINGTON — Fewer ado-
lescents are vaping this year than
at any point in the last decade,
government officials reported
Thursday, pointing to a shrinking
number of high school students
who are using EIf Bar and other

fruity, unauthorized e-cigarettes.

The latest survey numbers
show the teen vaping rate fell to
under 6% this year, down from
7.7% in 2023. More than 1.6 mil-
lion students reported vaping in
the previous month — about one-
third the number in 2019, when
underage vaping peaked with

the use of discrete, high-nicotine
e-cigarettes like Juul.

This year’s decline was main-
ly driven by a half-million fewer
high school students who report-
ed using e-cigarettes in the past
month, officials said. Vaping was
unchanged among middle school-
ers, but remains less common in

that group, at 3.5% of students.
“This is a monumental public
health win,” FDA’s tobacco di-
rector Brian King told reporters.
“But we can’t rest on our laurels.
There’s clearly more work to do
to further reduce youth use.”
King and other officials not-
ed that the drop in vaping didn’t

coincide with a rise in other to-
bacco industry products, such as
nicotine pouches. Sales of small,
flavored pouches like Zyn have
surged among adults. The subject
of viral videos on social media
platforms, the pouches come in
flavors like mint and cinnamon
and slowly release nicotine.

Arrest of ex gov.’s
aide highlights push
to root out agents

0 Former aide
charged with

being agent of

Chinese govt.

By PHILIP MARCELO,
ERIC TUCKER
and DIDI TANG
Associated Press

NEW YORK — A secret Chi-
nese police station hiding in
plain sight in New York City.
Clandestine efforts by Commu-
nist Party operatives to spy on
and bully Chinese expatriates.
And now, charges that a former
aide to two New York governors
was secretly acting as an agent
of the Chinese government.

The U.S. Department of Jus-
tice has initiated a wave of pros-
ecutions in recent years aimed
at rooting out covert agents ad-
vancing Beijing’s interests on
American soil.

In Brooklyn alone, federal
prosecutors in the last four years
have brought at least a dozen
such criminal cases against more
than 90 people — the latest be-
ing Tuesday’s arrest of Linda
Sun, who once served as deputy
chief of staff to Gov. Kathy Ho-
chul and was earlier an aide to
former Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

The charges against Sun are
the most startling example yet
of a threat U.S. officials have
warned about for years: Chi-
na’s determination to influence
American policy and cultivate
relationships with political fig-
ures seen as having access to the
levers of power, even if only at a
local level.

While the public might think
of foreign agents as people who
eavesdrop on military officials
or steal state secrets, China has
demonstrated an eagerness to
exert influence in less splashy
areas, like currying favor with
American officials with control
over things like local land use
regulations or labor issues.

“There is definitely an effort

to develop relationships and
friendships and connections in
state and local governments,”
said Adam Hickey, a former
senior Justice Department na-
tional security official who led
the department’s enforcement of
the Foreign Agents Registration
Act, which Sun is charged with
violating.

Prosecutors say Sun — a mid-
level aide in two Democratic
administrations — developed a
close relationship with officials
in the Chinese consulate in New
York and did their bidding in
ways that were important, albe-
it unlikely to make the plot of a
spy novel.

Among other things, she is ac-
cused of quietly spoiling efforts
by representatives of Taiwan’s
government to meet with top
New York state officials. The
Chinese government considers
Taiwan to be part of China. She
also allegedly encouraged Cuo-
mo and Hochul to make support-
ive remarks about China such
as thanking Chinese companies
for donating medical equipment
during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.

An indictment says she solic-
ited talking points from a Chi-
nese official for a video Hochul
recorded as lieutenant governor
wishing people a happy Lunar
New Year. Prosecutors said Sun
took credit for keeping Hochul
from mentioning human rights
issues in that video. And the
indictment said Sun provided
unauthorized invitation letters
from the governor’s office that
helped Chinese officials enter
the U.S.

In return, prosecutors say Sun
got tickets to performances by
Chinese arts groups and multi-
ple “Nanjing-style salted ducks”
that were sent to her parents’
home. More lucratively, the in-
dictment said, Sun’s husband
got help for his business deal-
ings in China, which brought in

See AIDE, page 6

Image provided by Vicky Delaney

A career’s worth of oil paintings by Richard Mitchell will be for sale next to the Exchange
Restaurant in Homer until Sept. 28.

A lifetime of art

‘AWork in Oils’ opens as injury slows artist

By LILY BYRNE
Staff Reporter
Ibyrne@cortlandstandard.com

An essential part of any great
artist’s career is the time when
the creation slowly stops and an
artist is left looking at a lifetime
of work.

For Richard Mitchell, he’s
stopping after 60 years of daily
painting. He’s used every type of
paint except for transparent wa-
tercolor — the popular style for
Cortland artists, he said.

“I’ve painted every day, come
hell or high water,” Mitchell
said. “Even when | didn’t feel
like painting, 1 would still sit at
the easel and clean brushes, do
some of the maintenance of stuff,
maybe stretch a few canvases or
something.”

Hundreds of his paintings will
be for sale through Sept. 28 at a
pop-up gallery next to the Ex-
change Restaurant in Homer. The
gallery will be open Tuesdays

If you go

WHAT: “A Work in Oils”
WHEN: 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday to
Friday, 1 to 7 p.m. Saturdays
through Sept. 28

WHERE: 24 N. Main St.,
Homer

through Saturdays.

“It’s just been an exploratory
thing for me,” he said. “I really
like to see something new, a dif-
ferent style or the way they use
colors. It just piques my interest,
and then I’ll go ahead and paint
some paintings of that genre.”

Mitchell worked out of his stu-
dio above the Cortland Picture
Frame Co. After falling, he isn’t
able to paint very much, or get up
and down the stairs to the studio.

“As a result of the fall, my left
hand is numb, and my right hand,
which | would paint with — 1 go
to hold a brush and I could hold it
for a minute or two and then | lose
it,” he said. “I just don’t have the
dexterity that | once had.”

Vicky Delaney, owner of Cor-
tland Picture Frame Co., has
known Mitchell for more than 30
years. Once he started struggling
to get down the stairs, she helped
him move his collection to stor-
age, but it felt like such a shame
to keep it there.

“He’s a very good painter,”
Delaney said. “He’s very talent-
ed, and he’s very diverse. It’s an
exceptional variety of work.”

Mitchell spent 30 years as an art
teacher at McGraw High School,
she said. In 2013, Cortland Arts
Connect awarded him with the
Lifetime Achievement Award in
visual arts.

He first painted in college,
which he went to only so he could
escape the steel mill, he said, and
shortly started competing in judo.

“l was going to be ineligible,
because | was partying and rais-
ing hell, and you need at least a

See ART, page 6

Ga. HS shooting suspect denied making online threats

AP Photo/Brynn Anderson
Linda Carter, of Grayson, Georgia, mourns for slain students and

teachers on Thursday, in Winder, Georgia.

By JEFF AMY
and JEFF MARTIN
Associated Press

WINDER, Ga. — The teen
charged with opening fire at
a Georgia high school denied
threatening to carry out a school
shooting when authorities in-
terviewed him last year about a
menacing post on the social me-
dia site Discord, according to a
sheriff’s report obtained Thurs-
day.

Conflicting evidence on the
post’s origin left investigators
unable to arrest anyone, the
report said. Jackson County
Sheriff Janis Mangum said she

reviewed the report from May
2023 and found nothing that
would have justified bringing
charges at the time.

“We did not drop the ball at all
on this,” Mangum told The As-
sociated Press in an interview.
“We did all we could do with
what we had at the time.”

The 14-year-old suspect has
been charged as an adult with
murder in the shootings Wednes-
day at Apalachee High School
outside Atlanta that killed four
people and wounded nine.

Arrest warrants obtained by
the AP accuse the teen of using
a semiautomatic assault-style

rifle in the attack, which killed
two students and two teachers in
the hallway outside his algebra
classroom.

The teenager was interviewed
by a sheriff’s investigator from
neighboring  Jackson Coun-
ty who received a tip from the
FBI that the boy, then 13, “had
possibly threatened to shoot up
a middle school tomorrow.” The
threat was made on Discord, a
social media platform popular
with video gamers, according to
the Jackson County sheriff’s re-
port obtained by The Associated
Press.

See SUSPECT, page 6
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As Columbia resumes classes, student activists
vow to carry on with thelir protests against Israel

By JAKE OFFENHARTZ
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Columbia
University resumed classes Tues-
day with students sunbathing and
eating ice cream on the lawn that
was home to a pro-Palestinian en-
campment last spring. But there
were also fresh demonstrations
just off campus, and students and
faculty say they’re planning for
more as the new school year un-
folds.

In recent weeks, the universi-
ty’s new leadership has embarked
on listening sessions aimed at
cooling tensions, released a re-
port on campus antisemitism and
circulated new protest guidelines
meant to limit disruption. But stu-
dent organizers are undeterred,
promising to ramp up their ac-
tions — including possible en-
campments — until the university
agrees to cut ties with companies
linked to Israel.

Someone splattered red paint
Tuesday on a statue in front of the

AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura

Pro-Palestinian supporters march to Barnard College, Tues-

day, in New York.

Low Memorial Library. Outside
the gates of the university, a small
group of protesters marched on
a picket line and urged arriving
students and faculty to join them

L ocal

Rest of today: Mostly sunny,
with a high near 75. South wind 6
to 10 mph. A low around 55.

Saturday: Showers before 2
p.m., then showers likely and
possibly a thunderstorm between
2 p.m. and 5 p.m., then showers
likely after 5 p.m. High near 64.

Skies Today
Friday, September 6, 2024

Sunset today 7:31 p.m.
Sunrise tomorrow 6:36 a.m.
Normal high temperature 74
Normal low temperature 52
Average temperature 63
First quarter moon Sept. 11

Extended

Saturday night: Showers and
thunderstorms likely before 11
p.m., then a chance of showers
between 11 p.m. and 2 a.m. Part-
ly cloudy, with a low around 43.
Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 62.

Sunday night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 45.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 66.

Monday night: Mostly clear.

Precipitation

Sept. 4-5
Month to date

None
0.01 inches

Lottery Winners

ALBANY (AP) — Here are the winning numbers selected Wednes-

day in the New York State Lottery:

Numbers: Midday: 7-9-8, Evening: 8-2-1; WinFour: Midday:
1-4-8-2, Evening: 7-5-7-1; Pick 10: 2-5-11-12-14-17-22-24-29-31-
33-41-48-62-66-72-74-77-78-79; Take Five: Midday: 3-12-18-20-22,
Evening: 1-10-12-15-24; Cash4Life: 13-22-27-35-46, Cash Ball: 2,
Lotto: 1-7-31-32-42-52, Bonus: 22, Powerball: 7-10-21-33-59, Pow-

er Ball: 20, Power Play: 3
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rather than go to class.

“As long as Columbia contin-
ues to invest and to benefit from
Israeli apartheid, the students will
continue to resist,” Mahmoud

Khalil, a graduate student who
represented campus protesters in
negotiations with the university,
told The Associated Press last
week ahead of the start of classes.
“Not only protests and encamp-
ments, the limit is the sky.”

The new year begins less than
a month after the resignation of
Columbia’s president, Minouche
Shafik, whose decision to bring
police on campus to clear a pro-
test encampment in April set off
a wave of college demonstrations
nationwide.

After a second encampment
was erected and a group of stu-
dents occupied a university build-
ing, hundreds of police officers
surged onto campus, making ar-
rests and plunging the university
into lockdown.

Since Shafik’s resignation, the
interim president, Katrina Arm-
strong, has met with students on
both sides of the issue, promis-
ing to balance students’ rights to
free expression and a safe learn-

ing environment.

While the message has inspired
cautious optimism among some
faculty, others see the prospect of
major disruptions as all but inev-
itable.

“We are hoping for the best,
but we are all wagering how long
before we go into total lockdown
again,” said Rebecca Korbin, a
history professor who served on
Columbia’s antisemitism task
force. “There haven’t been any
monumental changes, so | don’t
know why the experience in the
fall would look much different
than what it did in the spring.”

In a report released last week,
the task force of Columbia fac-
ulty accused the university of al-
lowing “pervasive” antisemitism
to fester on campus following the
Oct. 7 Hamas attack.

The report recommended that
the university revamp its disci-
plinary process and require addi-
tional sensitivity training for stu-
dents and staff.

Barron
Trump
enrolls
at NYU

By JAKE OFFENHARTZ
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Former Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s youngest
son, Barron Trump, began his
freshman year of college this
week at New York University, his
father said Wednesday.

Trump revealed the decision in
a video interview with the Daily
Mail, confirming months of ru-
mors that his son would attend
the university’s Stern School of
Business, which ranks among the
nation’s top business schools.

“He’s a very high aptitude
child, but he’s no longer a child,”
Trump said. “He’s just passed into
something beyond child-dom.
He’s doing great.”

Barron Trump, 18, graduated
in May from Oxbridge Academy;,
an exclusive private school near
his father’s Mar-a-Lago home in
Florida. As a freshman at NYU,
he will attend classes a few miles
away from his childhood home in
Trump Tower, where his father re-
tains a residence.

NY Rep.
Williams
rips energy
policies

By ROBERT HARDING
The Citizen, Auburn (TNS)
U.S. Rep. Brandon Williams,

who represents central New York
in Congress and serves on the
House Science, Space and Tech-
nology Committee, won’t attend
a New York state energy summit
held in Syracuse this week.

Williams, R-Sennett, blasted
Gov. Kathy Hochul’s energy pol-
icies in a statement explaining
why he won’t attend the summit,
which began Wednesday and con-
tinued to Thursday.

“This gathering is nothing more
than political cover for the same
ideologies who consistently make
policy decisions that have raised
the cost of living for central New
York families,” Williams said.

Williams’ office said he was
“choosing to not attend” the sum-
mit. However, he was not on the
list of panelists and speakers re-
leased by the state. Onondaga
County Executive Ryan McMa-
hon, a Republican, was on a pan-
el discussing nuclear energy — a
priority issue for Williams, who
was a nuclear submarine officer
in the U.S. Navy.

Hochul convened the Fu-
ture Energy Economic Sum-
mit to “discuss the role of
next generation clean energy
technologies and strategies to
accelerate renewable energy
deployment.”

Joan A. McCall

Joan A. McCall, 79, of East Homer,
passed away peacefully on September 3,
2024 after a heroic battle with heart disease
and dementia. She spent her last days sur-
rounded by her family who loved her dearly.

A lifelong area resident, she was born
September 2, 1945, a daughter of the late
Donald and Mavis Maxson Phelps and was
a graduate of Truxton High School.

She married her high school sweetheart,
M. Douglas McCall, on September 4, 1965
in the East Homer Methodist Church.

Joan dedicated her life to raising and caring for her family.
She worked for many years as a seamstress at Vesta Corset
in McGraw.

She was a member of the Albright Grange in East Homer
and the East Homer United Methodist Church. Joan and Doug
loved to travel, having been to Hawaii 5 times, Alaska, Aruba,
through most of the United States, and several hunting trips to
Wyoming and Colorado.

Surviving is her loving husband of 59 years, M. Douglas Mc-
Call; her children, Michael McCall (Tammi Rhodes) of Locke;
Matthew (Alissa) McCall of Homer and Jennifer (Richard)
Lung of McGraw; eight grandchildren, Ashley (Scott), Heather
(Kory), Emily, Anna, Dustin (zerin), Devin (Tess), Richie and
Cooper; two great grandchildren, Della and Ember; two cats,
Peaches and Molly and her beloved dog, Gracie.

In addition to her parents, she was predeceased by a great
grandson, Avery.

Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m. on Wednesday,
September 11, 2024 at the Donald L. Barber Funeral Home,
5016 U.S. Route 11, Homer, with Rev. Hyun Joon Kim officiat-
ing. Interment will follow in East Homer Cemetery.

The family will receive relatives and friends at the funeral
home on Tuesday from 5 to 7 p.m.

Memorial contributions in Mrs. McCall's name may be di-
rected to the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St.
Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105 or to CNY SNAP, 17 Salis-
bury St., Cortland, NY 13045.

Memorial condolences for the family may be left at www.
DonaldLBarberFuneralHome.com.

Merton Emerson Sarvay |l

Merton Emerson Sarvay I, born in Cortland, NY on Febru-
ary 3, 1929, passed away in Hamden, CT at the age of 95 on
September 4, 2024. Mert was predeceased by his beloved
wife Donna, parents John and Martha, brother James, sister
Laura Ann (Robert Meade). He is survived by his children
Laura Ann (Darlene Ashford) and William (Jacqueline) and
granddaughters Eriche and Jeannise. He is also survived by
his sister-in-law Dorothy Sarvay and several cousins, nieces,
nephews, grand-nieces and grand-nephews.

Mert was a graduate of Syracuse University and a member
of the Alpha Chi Rho Fraternity. He served in the US Army
during the Korean War. He went on to have a successful ca-
reer in banking and retired from NBD Bank in lllinois. Upon his
retirement, Mert returned to Cortland where he cherished time
spent with family.

His final years were spent in Hamden CT supported by his
loving daughter and her spouse and the caring staff at Bench-
mark Senior Living.

A Memorial Service will be held at the Wright-Beard Funeral
Home, 9 Lincoln Ave., Cortland, NY at 10 a.m. on September
26, 2024. In lieu of flowers, please support the Cortland Coun-
ty Historical Society, 25 Homer Ave., Cortland, NY 13045, or
online at https://cortlandhistory.org/donations/. To offer online
condolences please visit www.wright-beard.com.

Find the right person to buy your

forgotten treasures through a
Cortlanmdy Standard classified ad

Local Beef. Apples,
Maple Syrup, Honey,
Flower Bouquets

“We Grow Our Own”

Mums ¢ Flowering Kale & Cabbage ¢ Annuals
Houseplants « Cactus ¢ Aloe * Herbs

Straw - Hay - Topsoil - Potting Soil - Gardening Soil
Mulch - Compost - Peat Moss
Fertilizer - Lime - Gift Certificates

OPEN: Thursdays & Fridays 10am-5pm, Saturdays & Sundays 10am-4pm
Closed: Mondays, Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Like us on
Facebook

6905 Route 80, Tully, New York (315) 683-5532
neilcaseysfarmmarket.com « WE DO NOT ACCEPT CREDIT OR DEBIT CARDS  f
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SUNY Cortland alumni and Cortland interns, mostly sport management majors, work in March
for the Syracuse Crunch, central New York’s professional ice hockey team in the American

Hockey League.

SUNY Cortland sport mgmt.
program leads in US poll

By BRIAN BOSCH
Contributing Writer

SUNY Cortland’s sport man-
agement program is among the
best in the country, 25th among
448 schools nationwide, accord-
ing to a recent ranking by Niche.
com. The success is reflected
in this fall’s incoming first-year
class of sport management ma-
jors. At 122, it is the biggest in
Cortland’s history.

Those students were selected
from a record 1,102 applicants,
said Associate Professor Ryan
Vooris, chair of Cortland’s sport
management department, noting
the Niche.com ranking isn’t the
first time it was counted among
the elite.

Niche compiles its rankings
by reviewing a variety of infor-
mation, including almost half a
million reviews from college stu-
dents, according to its website. In
addition it looks at government
sources like the U.S. Department
of Education and the National
Science Foundation.

“I think it reflects the com-
mitment we have here in the
sport management department
to high-impact practices,” Voo-
ris said. “Our program is very
focused on experiential learning
and applied learning.”

A lot of that hands-on educa-
tion is through projects that give
students a semester-long expe-
rience where they must create a
budget for an actual event, exe-
cute that event and then analyze
how it went. Those experiences
are “high impact practices,” Voo-
ris said, because they give stu-
dents a strong mix of classroom

learning and a chance to use what
they’ve learned in a real-world
environment.

Recent experiences included
students working at the ski jump-
ing world championships in Lake
Placid and at the international ice
Hockey Federation World Cham-
pionships.

Sport management students
also need to take the department’s
event management practicum
course, requiring 40 hours of
work with Cortland’s athletics de-
partment.

“We’re fortunate enough to
have a top of the line, stellar Divi-
sion 111 athletics department with
nationally competitive teams and
fantastic facilities,” Vooris said.
“So they really get that frontline
exposure to the sport manage-
ment industry.”

\ooris said the program’s repu-
tation has taken decades to build.
The undergraduate major is itself
the oldest among SUNY schools.

“We have more than 5,000
alumni in the field of sport man-
agement and 1’d like to think that
means that the name Cortland
means something,” Vooris said.
“It’s not a new major that we’ve
just started five or 10 years ago —
we’ve been our own department
here at Cortland now for more
than 20 years.”

That familiarity is an advantage
when it comes to companies look-
ing to hire, he said.

“They worked with someone
from SUNY Cortland or interned
with somebody from SUNY Cor-
tland,” he said. “We’re putting a
lot of students into the field and
hopefully they are good represen-

tations of that program. Some-
times your alumni are your best
spokespeople.”

It also helps that Cortland has a
master’s program for sport man-
agement, available on campus
or online. It gives students of all
kinds a chance at the same edu-
cation, delivered in a way that fits
their pace and schedule.

“That flexibility, that customi-
zation, it really allows people that
are working full time to be able
to complete a master’s degree in
two to three years. Or maybe four
or five semesters if they want to
take more than one class,” Vooris
noted.

While Vooris is happy with the
continued success of sport man-
agement at Cortland, he knows
change happens fast and that they
need to keep ahead of anything
that will shape future job qualifi-
cations.

One newer class focused on
e-sports, which has grown in pop-
ularity, is just one of the ways the
department has modernized.

“We have a lot of students that
are interested in social media and
analytics, and we want to grow
that part of the program,” Vooris
said. “Everybody can be a con-
tent creator in today’s world and
the media landscape has shifted
so dramatically in just the last 10
years that | know.”

Almost as important as learning
the technical details of their future
jobs, Vooris hopes students have a
well-rounded time at Cortland.

Brian Bosch is assistant com-
munications director at SUNY
Cortland.

Solar talks with Groton

By DOUG SCHNEIDER
Staff Reporter
dschneider@cortlandstandard.com

GROTON — The company
seeking approval to develop a
solar farm in two rural Tompkins
County towns says it has held
talks with the town of Groton, and
has submitted a modified plan to
the state agency with oversight on
renewable-energy developments.

New Jersey-based CS Energy,’s
updated plan was re-submitted to
the state office of Renewable En-
ergy Siting in August, along with
additional information to supple-
ment the initial application, filed
late last year, Mitch Quine, CS
Energy’s vice president for proj-
ect development, said in an email.

He said in a later telephone con-
versation that CS Energy, and the
town of Groton have had produc-
tive talks that left him “confident
we will find an acceptable middle
ground.”

Quine said his company is ex-
pecting further feedback from the
state in the coming months.

“l expect to have continued
discussions with the town on this
and other topics including a host
community agreement” once the
company receives feedback from
the Office of Renewable Energy
Siting. Host Community Agree-
ments usually are made before
the operator negotiates payment-
in-lieu-of-taxes agreements with

the county.

The size of the proposed site
has decreased by 26 of the ap-
proximately 800 acres — much of
it in Groton — that CS Energy had
originally proposed, Quine said,
as the company adjusted the size
of the project. He said the new
proposal “complies to the greatest
extent practicable,” with the great-
er sethack rules that the town of
Groton adopted, while “prioritiz-
ing setbacks from residences.”

Meanwhile, the company has
submitted an updated application
to the state office of Renewable
Energy Siting. Quine said ORES,
as it is known, has 60 days to de-
termine if the application is com-
plete. Assuming the agency finds
in favor of the solar project, Quine
said he expects construction could
be complete by fall 2026.

The solar farm as originally
proposed by CS Energy would
produce 160 megawatts of ener-
gy from a site with a more than
700-acre footprint in Groton and
the town of Lansing, just west of
Groton. The project would pro-
duce energy to power as many
as 35,000 homes and operate for
roughly 40 years. It’s the largest
announced solar project in the
greater Cortland area.

It’s unclear, however, how a law
the town board adopted on Feb. 5
would affect the project. In some
cases, according to material CS

productive

Energy provided, the company al-
ready complies with some of the
town’s new requirements. Those
would increase the distance of re-
quired setbacks to 75 feet from the
borders of nearby properties.

The 75-foot setback require-
ment was instituted so that fire-
fighting equipment could enter the
site if a fire occurs, and prevent
flames from spreading to neigh-
boring properties, according to
minutes of the January Groton
Town Board meeting where the
new requirements were approved.

In other cases, CS Energy has
said, “Increasing setbacks would
result in significant production
losses.”

Groton’s Town Board plans
Tuesday to tackle site-plan re-
views that could affect the solar
farm.

The company is “revising the
project to comply with the new
local law to the greatest extent
practicable given the current con-
straints,” the town’s website says.

In Dryden, meanwhile, CS En-
ergy also has a proposal to launch
a five-megawatt solar project at
30 Morris Road. If the Dryden
Town Board continues to approve
the proposal after a public hearing
tentatively scheduled for Sept. 19,
the solar farm on Morris Road
could go online in mid-2025,
company officials have said at a
Dryden Town Board meeting.

C’ville gets $200K
for Gutchess park

By DOUG SCHNEIDER
Staff Reporter
dschneider@cortlandstandard.com

Cortlandville Town Board
members authorized spend-
ing $15,100 Wednesday on
Gutchess Lumber Sports Com-
plex & Town Park, but rescind-
ed a $200,000 commitment
after learning the town had re-
ceived an equal amount in grant
money.

The town board had approved
transferring $200,000 from the
general fund in July to a capi-
tal project fund for construction
of a concession stand for the
park on Route 13. But mem-
bers learned Wednesday that
Financial Administrator Megan
Johnson said the funds were no
longer needed to be transferred
because the town has received a
$200,000 Empire State Devel-
opment grant.

The board did agree to spend
$15,100 to buy toilet compart-
ments for the concession build-
ing from Alexander Mitchell &
Son of Marcellus.

In other business, the board,
on 5-0 votes:

n Authorized the town to
include a $150,000 expense to
fund the Community Resilien-
cy, Economic Sustainability
and Technology Capital Grant
Program, and $150,000 in rev-
enue via a reimbursable grant
for which state Sen. Lea Webb
(D-Binghamton) nominated the
town. Town money would ini-
tially fund the expense, which
is meant to improve security at

town hall; the town would then
seek reimbursement from the
Dormitory Authority of the state
of New York.

n Authorized Highway Su-
perintendent Larry Drach to
spend $25,983 to buy snow-
plows for two town trucks and a
salt-spreader for a third.

N At the recommendation of
Supervisor Greg Leach, agreed
to open a money market ac-
count from Norwich-based
NBT Bank at a rate of 4.85%
by transferring an amount to be
determined by the financial ad-
ministrator and the town board.
Leach told the board he has “a
number in mind,” but did not
divulge what it is.

N Agreed to declare the wa-
ter/sewer department’s 2016
Chevrolet Silverado surplus,
and sell it to the Parks and Rec-
reation Department for $10,000.

n \Voted to delay to a later
date paying $22,000 to Alba-
ny-based Clough, Harbour &
Associates consulting engineers
for inspecting the South Hill
Dump in 2025 and “26. The ex-
pense also includes $18,000 for
groundwater monitoring, and
for a periodic review.

n Agreed to acknowledge
the “External Vulnerability As-
sessment” done in August by
Zelvin Security, a cybersecurity
consultancy of Knoxville, Ten-
nessee.

N Agreed to close town of-
fices at noon today so town em-
ployees can attend an end-of-
summer picnic.

2 crashes close 1-81

Two crashes within 90 min-
utes of each other on Interstate
81 near Marathon closed parts
of the highway for hours, state
police report.

A three-vehicle crash about
11:15 p.m. Tuesday near mile
marker 31.5 in the town of Lisle
occurred when a tractor-trail-
er was traveling south on 1-81
when it went off the road and
into the median, state police
said. The driver, Singh Simran,
28, of Calgary, Alberta, tried
to bring the tractor-trailer back
into the road but overturned,
blocking both southbound lanes
of travel. A southbound Mer-
cedes Benz driven by Danial
Kirmani, 19, could not avoid
the rig and struck its cab, police
said.

A second southbound trac-
tor-trailer driven by Mykola
Khudyk, 67, of LaSalle, Que-

bec, was unable to avoid the
first tractor-trailers and collided
with the trailer portion of the
first tractor trailer. The truck
drivers were not injured; Kir-
mani was taken to UHS Wilson
Medical Center in Johnson City
with minor injuries.

About an hour later, at 12:23
a.m. Wednesday, two trac-
tor-trailers  southbound near
mile marker 40.3 in Marathon
collided, state police said. Nich-
olas Espino, 31, of Bronx, failed
to see a second-tractor trailer
slowing ahead of him, police
said. He rear-ended a trac-
tor-trailer driven by Gregory S.
Wilson, 34, of the town of Mex-
ico. No injuries were reported.

Interstate 81 from Marathon
to Lisle was closed until about
8:30 a.m. Tuesday because of
the two crashes and dense fog,
state police said.

Around the towns

Tompkins
County health
board seeks

new member

ITHACA — The Tompkins
County Board of Health seeks
candidates for an at-large vacan-
cy, particularly from individuals
with diverse perspectives.

The volunteer board is the
governing body for the local
health department, overseeing
its budget, approving policies
and procedures and enacting
regulations. The eight board
members each serve six-year
terms, although the current va-
cancy is for a term ending De-
cember 2027, with the option to
reapply for a full term.

Applicants must be 18, a
Tompkins County resident and a
U.S. citizen. The board meets at
noon the fourth Tuesday of each
month at Whole Health’s office
building at 55 Brown Road,
Ithaca.

Obtain an application at
https://tinyurl.com/y9a6s625
and return it to the Tompkins
County Legislature, 121 E.
Court St., Ithaca, N.Y., 14850.

For details, call Whole Health
Commissioner Frank Kruppa at
607-274-6674.

Gov.: Get latest
COVID vaccine

The latest COVID-19 vaccine
is available in New York and
Gov. Kathy Hochul encouraged
all eligible New Yorkers this
week to get it — particularly
people over 65, at risk for severe

COVID-19 or who have never
gotten the vaccine.

She suggested getting it as stu-
dents return to school, increasing
public contact, and before the re-
spiratory illness season.

New Yorkers can get the vac-
cine at any pharmacy in New
York without a prescription,
Health Commissioner Dr. James
McDonald said.

“Now is the time to get the
new COVID-19 vaccine to help
protect your family and your
community,” Hochul said in a
release. “As in years’ past, we’re
putting health first and making it
easy for all eligible New York-
ers to get the new vaccine at any
pharmacy statewide.”

“Getting a COVID-19 vac-
cine is the most effective protec-
tion against being admitted to a
hospital or suffering from Long
COVID, so I’m once again en-
couraging all those eligible to
prioritize their health and get
vaccinated,” McDonald said.
“As we enter the fall season,
when respiratory viruses circu-
late, New Yorkers should get the
vaccine to protect themselves
from COVID-19 so they can risk
less and live well.”

Under the Affordable Care
Act, most private health insur-
ance, Medicare and Medicaid
plans cover COVID-19 vaccines
without cost-sharing when re-
ceived at an in-network provider
or pharmacy. Those who are un-
insured, or whose insurance does
not cover the updated vaccine,
will have access to the shots free
of charge through community
health centers or local health de-
partments.
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Digging for news always my favorite part of the job

When | help to train young reporters, it
helps to give examples of how to do our
jobs as journalists. One of the most import-
ant aspects of the work is digging for news.

I sometimes tell stories that | hope will
impart some guidance. Some | have related
many times over the years.

When | worked as a reporter for nearly
10 years at The Daily Gazette in Schenect-
ady, I had a fierce competition with a re-
porter for The Record based in Troy named
Rick Vecchio.

We both covered many of the same
municipalities and our offices were a few
store fronts apart on North Main Street in
the small city of Mechanicville in Saratoga
County. We took pride in constantly trying
to beat each other to the best stories.

Whenever | was working on an import-
ant story about Mechanicville government,
I would walk around the block through the
alleys so Rick would not see me passing

Notebook

Cornell reopens
Ornithology Visitor
Center Sept. 14

ITHACA — The Cornell Lab of Or-
nithology will celebrate the reopening of
its newly redesigned visitor center from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sept. 14 and a special
edition of the lab’s annual Migration Cel-
ebration.

The event takes place rain or shine, and
is entirely free.

“We asked the visitor center design
team to deliver an overall message of
‘Welcome, Wow, and What next?”” said
Executive Director lan Owens. “The first
thing that hits you is a wall of media with
awe-inspiring footage of birds from every
continent, and a huge, spinning data globe
showing a livestream of what birdwatch-
ers around the world are seeing at that mo-
ment. It makes you feel part of something
much bigger. A movement for nature.”

The event includes guided trail walks,
bird-banding demonstrations and live
birds of prey from the Cornell Raptor
Program. Visitors can learn about birds in
stories from the People of the Longhouse
with Haudenosaunee storyteller Perry
Ground. Workshops will be devoted to na-
tive plants, choosing binoculars, and DI'Y
projects to make windows safe for birds
by preventing collisions.

The complete agenda is at https://ti-
nyurl.com/229ce5qx.

The center is open 10 am. to 4 p.m.
Tuesday through Sunday.

Women of Faith
meet Sept. 13

Women of Faith will meet at 10 a.m.
Sept. 13 at the First Church of Christ Sci-
entist, 9 Clinton Ave., Cortland.

The focus will be on “Safe Start to
School,” and the group will collect snacks
and food items for CAPCQO’s Snack Packs
for Kids program, including crackers, ce-
real, tuna, soup cups, fruit cups and gra-
nola.

The ecumenical group meets about
eight times a year, the second Friday of
the month, at alternating sites.

For details, call Cindy Hering at 607-
753-5842 or Florence Palm at 607-753-
7148.

Eastern Star Chapter
591 meets Sept. 16

The Order of the Eastern Star Chapter
591 of Cortland will meet at 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 16 at the Masonic Temple on Route
13 in Cortlandville.

Lady officers will wear short colored
attire and gentlemen officers dark suits.
Sharyn Snyder will have refreshments af-
ter the meeting.

his office on the way
to city hall. I would
also be sure to keep
covering the normal
issues so a drop in
production  would
not tip off Rick that
I was working on

something  signifi-
cant.
Every once in

awhile, one of us

would stop in the other’s office late in the
evening. The conversation almost always
began with, “Has your deadline passed?” If
it had, you would tell the other about the
stories you beat him on that day.

When the treasurer of a local volunteer
fire department was charged with embez-
zling thousands of dollars, it was a big sto-
ry that we both covered. Rick wrote a fol-
low-up story about how the man had spent

the money on his
computer business
and a prostitute.
The next time |
saw him, | told Rick
it was an incredible

WorkinG
It Qur

By KEVIN story and asked him

CONLON how he got the in-

City Editor formation to prove

keonlon@ it. He said he had
cortlandstandard.com

asked an official of
the local police de-
partment how he could investigate the trea-
surer. The officer suggested that Rick grab
the treasurer’s garbage when he left it at the
curb at night. So Rick would pick up the
garbage, bring it home and sift through the
contents looking for clues. | thought that
was great.

Another time, | got a tip that many city re-
cords had improperly been buried at an out-
door police pistol range after the collapse

of the city Department of Public Works
garage, where they were stored. When no-
body else was there, a city employee who
tipped me off and I dug holes all over the
pistol range but we never found them. |
always wondered what the police thought
when then they found all those holes.

Despite — or because of — our compe-
tition, Rick and | were good friends. When
he took a job at a daily newspaper in Marl-
boro, Massachusetts, | was one of two peo-
ple who made the trip during a snow storm
to move him in.

Rick and I were both great at digging for
news. Sometimes we took it too literally.

“Working It Out” is a column by City
Editor Kevin Conlon that runs every week.
Disclaimer: This is not an advice column.
I am not an expert at anything. | rarely do
things the easy way and the last thing you
should do is follow my example.

As Kids head to college, these parents
look forward to their next chapter

By REBECCA JOHNSON
Chicago Tribune
(TNS)

CHICAGO — Ever since
Chuck Blatt got divorced 14
years ago, he’s established a
routine with his daughters —
visits and dinners on Wednes-
days, Fridays and every oth-
er weekend. But this year, it
started to significantly change
when both women went away
to college, his youngest for her
freshman year at the Chicago
College of Performing Arts.

Conversations  over  the
phone are already becoming the
new norm, including sharing
the occasional update on opera
auditions or dorm activities,
and there’s no promise of a visit
until Thanksgiving. The “emp-
ty nesting” is hitting hard now
that both are gone, Blatt said,
but it’s not all doom and gloom.

“I'm looking forward to
their next chapter and my next
chapter,” he said. “They’re off
to college, they’re becoming
adults ... and I've hopeful-
ly trained them enough to be
self-sufficient.”

Blatt and many other parents
in the Chicago area recently
said a goodbye of sorts to their
adult children, who moved out
for school, the workforce or the
military.

There’s not one way people
feel during this big transition,
but, according to one psychol-
ogist, a mixture of relief and
sadness is common. New op-
portunities are also usually on
the horizon, she said.

“Just as profound as the tran-
sition to parenting is, | think
the notion of transitioning out
of full-time parenting is just as
profound,” said Amy Bohnert, a
psychology professor at Loyola
University Chicago. “The joy
that you might feel seeing your
newborn child is unrivaled to
any experience you’ll ever have
in your life. Why wouldn’t it
make sense that them going off
on their home would feel just as
important?”

When Blatt’s oldest daugh-
ter, Amanda, started at the Uni-
versity of Michigan two years
ago, the 57-year-old Mayfair
resident said it didn’t affect
him quite as much. After all,

Antonio Perez/Chicago Tribune/TNS

Empty nester Chuck Blatt works at his desk at home in Chicago on Aug. 30. Blatt has two
daughters who are now off at college, Becca, 18, and Amanda, 20.

he still had a child living in the
area whom he saw frequently
throughout the week, and his
schedule stayed the same.

But after his youngest, Bec-
ca, moved into the dorms last
month, he’s getting a taste of
an empty nest, and there’s some
upsides, including more flexi-
bility. Blatt said he doesn’t have
to worry about school pickups
or drop-offs, or making it to re-
hearsal on time, and is planning
to go to the theater more of-
ten. A property manager, Blatt
said he’s also started schedul-
ing meetings on Wednesdays,
time he usually set aside for his
daughters.

Even though Becca is living
in downtown Chicago for col-
lege, he said she wants the full
college experience — which
means not seeing her parents
constantly, he said. They’re in-
stead swapping texts and Insta-
gram messages.

“It’s like, OK, great, | did my
job as a parent. Now they’re
out of the house and off to col-
lege,” Blatt said. “I feel a sense
of pride when it comes to that.”

“I feel a weight lifted off my
shoulders in a way,” he contin-
ued. “I’m just happy because

they’re happy, which is great.
High school is stressful, the
college process is stressful, so
| feel like OK I’'m through that
and just a little more relaxed.”

A period of mourning

When children are grow-
ing up, the goal is for them to
become more independent,
Bohnert said. The process of
parenting is in many ways
about letting go, but that doesn’t
make it easy, she said. In fact,
Bohnert said the magnitude of
a transition relates directly to
how much stress people expe-
rience, and children leaving the
house is typically a large shift
for families.

It’s not uncommon for par-
ents to experience something
akin to mourning during this
time, she said. There’s a loss
of certainty — not being able
to physically comfort a child
when they’ve had a hard day,
for example — as well as a
loss of identity. In the midst of
parenting, it’s hard to reconcile
how quickly the time goes, she
added. These feelings are col-
loquially referred to as “empty
nest syndrome.”

“I’ve heard people describe
sort of physically, viscerally

feeling this loss,” she said. “It
isn’t just a loss in your head,
like they’re gone and it’s ac-
ademic, but that it’s also just
visceral and your whole body
feels it.”

Heidi Stevens has written
about some of these moments
in her columns published in the
Tribune. Although her son is
still living at home, her daugh-
ter just started at Georgetown
University. Stevens said she’s
best friends with her daugh-
ter, and it’s hard to think about
not seeing her for a couple of
months.

“But it’s kind of a fun hard,
because it’s exactly what
should be happening,” Stevens
said. “She should be going on
to the next chapter of her life.
She should be going and ex-
ploring the world and meeting
new people. It’s not a sad thing.
It’s not an illness, it’s not an ac-
cident, it’s wonderful. So you
feel a little silly about your sad-
ness, but it’s also a loss.”

For Stevens, the anticipation
of the change was harder than
the move-in itself. Her daugh-
ter seemed happy to be in a cool
place, so she didn’t feel sad, al-
though hugging her goodbye
was difficult, Stevens said.

Lori Borgman: Al and | will be with you in 1 moment

Column

ently, some guy named Al now
has all the answers.

By LORI BORGMAN
Tribune News Service
(TNS)

Whoever first coined the phrase,
“It’s nothing big, it’s everything
small,” was ahead of the times.

I think about that every time |
pause over Al, Al and Al.

Depending on whether you read
that sentence in serif type (letters
with slabs on the end of strokes)
or sans serif type (no slabs), you
may or may not have read it cor-
rectly.

The first one is the abbreviation
for artificial intelligence, the sec-
ond one is a steak sauce and the
last one is the first name of men
with last names of Sharpton, Paci-
no and Unser Jr.

If you missed all of those,
you’re batting 0.

Or are you batting O?

Jakub Jirsak/Dreamstime/TNS
Every time columnist Lori Borgman asks Google a question,
the answer that appears is routinely authored by Al. Apparent-
ly, someone named Al has all the answers.

Wait. Are we talking scores or “That’s a nice belt you have.”

blood type? Every time | ask Google a ques-
Which reminds me: “What did tion, the answer that appears is
0 say to 8?” routinely authored by Al. Appar-

If | forget a password and have
to check my secret hiding place
where | wrote them in my slop-
py, illegible longhand, 1 make
multiple attempts guessing if the
straight lines are letter Is, number
1s or capital Is, and if the circles
are letters or numbers. After mul-
tiple failed attempts, 1 am blocked
from my account. | accept this as
punishment for poor penmanship.

We had to get a new license
plate for our car this month. | was
hoping we might get a plate with
a0andan O in it, to keep things
interesting.

We did not.

Now | regret not springing for a
vanity plate: 000000.

It’s probably already taken. By
someone named Al.

Arizona does not use the letters
I, O, Q and U due to potential con-
fusion. Michigan does not use the

letter O for the same reason. Flor-
ida does not make license plates
with the letter O but uses the num-
ber 0.

Massachusetts is still in the
game swinging, using both letters
and numbers. They make the letter
O oval and the number zero as a
rectangle with rounded corners.

Or is it the other way around?

Living in a state where | and Al
and everybody else have vehicles
with license plates with capital Os
and zeroes, | sometimes wonder
about emergencies.

“Hello, 911? I’d like to report
road rage. The license number
was — oh, never mind. It was a
black car.”

Lori Borgman is a columnist,
author and speaker. Her new
book, “What Happens at Grand-
ma’s Stays at Grandma’s” is now
available. Email her at lori@]lori-
borgman.com.
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Even though illegal voting by noncitizens is rare,
Republicans are making it an issue this election

By DAVID A. LIEB
Associated Press

Only U.S. citizens are eligible
to vote in this fall’s election for
president and other top offices.
While that is nothing new, the
potential for noncitizens to reg-
ister or vote has been receiving a
lot of attention lately.

Citing an influx of immigrants
in recent years at the U.S.-Mex-
ico border, Republicans have
raised concerns about the pos-
sibility that noncitizens will be
voting and they have taken steps
in numerous states to address
that prospect, even though cases
of noncitizens actually voting are
rare.

GOP officials have undertak-
en reviews of voter rolls, issued
executive orders and placed con-
stitutional amendments on state
ballots as part of an emphasis
on thwarting noncitizen voting.
Some Democrats contend the
measures could create hurdles
for legal voters, are unnecessary
and lead people to believe the
problem of noncitizens voting is
bigger than it really is.

What does the law say?

A 1996 U.S. law makes it il-
legal for noncitizens to vote in
elections for president or mem-
bers of Congress. Violators can
be fined and imprisoned for up
to a year. They can also be de-
ported.

When people register to vote,
they confirm under penalty of
perjury that they are U.S. citi-
zens. Federal law requires states
to regularly maintain their voter
rolls and remove anyone who is
ineligible, a process that could
identify immigrants living in the
country illegally.

No state constitutions explicit-
ly allow noncitizens to vote, and
many states have laws that pro-
hibit noncitizens from voting for
state offices such as governor or
attorney general. But some mu-
nicipalities in California, Mary-
land and Vermont, as well as the
District of Columbia, do allow
voting by noncitizens in some
local elections such as for school
board and city council.

What does the data say?

Voting by noncitizens is rare.
Yet Republican officials have
highlighted voter registration
reviews that turned up potential
noncitizens.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, a Re-
publican, said this past week that
more than 6,500 potential non-

AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee, File

Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks as Republican presidential candidate former
President Donald Trump listens during a news conference, April 12, at Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach,

Florida.

citizens have been removed from
Texas voter rolls since 2021,
including 1,930 with *“a voter
history” who have been referred
for investigation by the attorney
general’s office. Texas has almost
18 million registered voters.

Ohio Secretary of State Frank
LaRose, a Republican, said in
August that he referred for po-
tential prosecution 138 apparent
noncitizens found to have voted
in a recent election and 459 more
who registered but did not vote.
Those figures were higher than
reviews from previous years but
a small fraction of the more than
8 million registered voters in
Ohio.

Alabama Secretary of State
Wes Allen, a Republican, recent-
ly announced that 3,251 people
previously identified as nonciti-
zens by the federal government
are being switched to inactive
status on the state’s voter reg-
istration rolls. They will be re-
quired to provide proof of citi-
zenship and fill out a form to vote
in November. Alabama has more
than 3 million registered voters.

In Georgia, Republican Secre-
tary of State Brad Raffensperger
found that 1,634 potential non-
citizens tried to register to vote
between 1997 and 2022, though
election officials flagged them
and none were registered. Geor-
gia registered millions of other

voters during that time.

Some election administration
experts have said the voter roll
reviews show that current tools
to flag noncitizen voters are
working.

What do the courts say?

Arizona provides a case study
for the long-running attempts by
Republicans to prohibit nonciti-
zen voting.

Under a 2004 voter-approved
initiative, Arizona required a
driver’s license, birth certificate,
passport or other similar docu-
ment to approve a federal voter
registration application. But the
U.S. Supreme Court ruled in
2013 that Arizona cannot require
documentary proof of citizenship
for people to vote in federal elec-
tions.

The state responded by cre-
ating two classes of voters. For
state and local elections, voters
must provide proof of citizenship
when they register or have it on
file with the state.

But because that cannot be
required in presidential and
congressional elections, tens of
thousands of voters who have not
provided proof of citizenship are
registered only for federal elec-
tions.

An August order by a divided
U.S. Supreme Court will allow
voter registration forms submit-

ted without “documentary proof
of citizenship” to be rejected by
Arizona counties while litigation
over the law continues. People
will be able to register to vote in
presidential and congressional
elections using a different fed-
eral form that requires people
to swear they are citizens under
penalty of perjury, without re-
quiring proof.

What’s on the ballot?

Republican-led legislatures in
eight states have proposed con-
stitutional amendments on their
November ballots declaring that
only citizens can vote.

Proposals in lowa, Missou-
ri, North Carolina, Oklahoma,
South Carolina and Wisconsin
would replace existing consti-
tutional provisions stating that
“every” citizen or “all” citizens
can vote with new wording say-
ing “only” citizens can vote.
Supporters contend the current
wording does not necessarily bar
noncitizens from voting.

In Idaho and Kentucky, the
proposed amendments would ex-
plicitly state: “No person who is
not a citizen of the United States”
can vote. Similar wording won
approval from Louisiana voters
two years ago.

Voters in North Dakota, Colo-
rado, Alabama, Florida and Ohio
passed amendments between

2018 and 2022 restricting voting
to “only” citizens.

What else are states doing?

Although noncitizen voting
already is prohibited in the state
constitution, Republican Gov.
Jeff Landry of Louisiana is con-
tinuing to draw attention to the
issue. He recently signed an
executive order requiring state
agencies that provide voter regis-
tration forms to include a written
disclaimer that noncitizens are
prohibited from voting.

In Georgia, Raffensperger last
week required every polling
place to post a sign in English
and Spanish warning noncitizens
that it is illegal to vote.

Republican Attorney General
Ken Paxton of Texas, citing “sig-
nificant growth of the noncitizen
population” in the state, set up a
special email account Wednes-
day to report suspected viola-
tions of election laws.

In Wisconsin, Republicans
have filed a pair of similar law-
suits in recent weeks that chal-
lenge the state’s process for
verifying whether a registered
voter is a citizen. The lawsuits
seek court orders requiring the
elections commission to perform
checks to ensure there are no
registered voters who are noncit-
izens.

North Carolina Republicans
have sued the state election
board, alleging it is not enforc-
ing a new law aimed at removing
people from voter rolls who seek
jury duty exclusions because
they are not citizens.

Tennessee’s top election office
sent letters in June asking for
proof of citizenship from more
than 14,000 registered voters,
though those who failed to re-
spond will not be barred from
voting. The list was based on
data from the state Department
of Safety and Homeland Securi-
ty, which has information about
whether residents were U.S. cit-
izens when they first interacted
with that department.

What has Congress done?

Republicans in Congress are
pushing a bill, known as the
Safeguard American Voter Eli-
gibility Act, that would require
proof of citizenship to register to
vote. During a news conference
about the legislation this year,
House Speaker Mike Johnson,
R-La., did not provide specific
examples of noncitizens voting
but insisted it is a concern.
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NY’s new liquor law
is only a first step

istilleries and cideries in
D New York had been lim-

ited in the distribution of
their products for years.

There is good news and bad
news for those producers. The
good news is a change in state
law, recently announced by Gov.
Kathy Hochul, that allows craft
manufacturers of spirits, cider
and mead to sell directly to cus-
tomers across the state and else-
where. The bad news is that an-
other state agency — the Liquor
Authority — has its own rules
that blunt much of the financial
benefit of those changes.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the state temporarily al-
lowed spirit and cider makers to
ship directly to customers, which
helped them survive the econom-
ic slump.

Hochul last week announced a
new law that makes such sales le-
gal permanently. She praised the

legislation as helping craft man-
ufacturers compete with larger
operations and extend the reach
of their sales. However, the high
costs associated with direct sales
— most significantly state fees
and shipping costs — have eaten
into the potential profit from the
additional sales, a local manufac-
turer told us.

Vincent Pedini, owner of Drag-
onfyre Distillery in Marathon,
said it costs $29 to ship a bottle of
liqguor — $12 for standard ship-
ping, $4.50 for a fuel surcharge,
$8.50 for the required age verifi-
cation signature and another $4
fee.

But fortunately it costs only an-
other 50 cents to ship two bottles.
Another maker said it costs about
$30 to ship a $30 bottle of liquor
directly to someone, making it
noncompetitive with a bottle sold
at a local liquor store.

The pandemic necessitated

temporary rules to help busi-
nesses, including those that sold
liquor, to survive during restric-
tions on public gatherings. The
state allowed more outdoor seat-
ing, and drinks containing alco-
hol were allowed to be ordered
take-out. Several of those chang-
es are being made permanent by
additional legislation. Hochul
said the new law allowing small
producers to sell directly to cus-
tomers opens significant opportu-
nities for the state’s growing craft
beverage industry by providing
“a vital market expansion tool.”

That sounds like a great idea.
The state, however, has to look
at the broader picture and make
sure that while it offers a lifeline
to small distilleries and cideries
through new direct sales, it is not
simultaneously handing them an
anchor in the form of state fees
that erase much of the profit from
those sales.

Your Opinion

If your house is on fire, act

To the Editor:

He sits on the couch watching
TV while his house is burning.

He smells smoke but he
thinks it’s from a fire way across
the town.

He heard the old repairman
tell him that the dryer was a
fire hazard, but members of his
lodge told him the repairman
was too old to know what he
was doing.

He got the recall notice, but
everyone knows the govern-
ment cheated on those tests.

He saw the conviction verdict
of the dryer manufacturer in the
paper, but the conviction was

Good Old Days

thrown out by a higher court.

He heard the neighbor yell
“Fire!” but she often acts crazy.

He heard his wife yell at him,
but she is always trying to talk
to him while he is watching the
big game.

He heard the children yell
“Where will we live?” but he
knows they are just playing
games again.

He sits on the couch watching
TV while his house is burning.

If you want to help put out the
fire, do something now before it
is too late.

Clay Benedict
Cortland

September 6, 1974
Tompkins Cortland Community College’s community forum is to
be named in honor of the late Frank K. Taylor, former chairman of
the Cortland County Board of Supervisors and Town of Cortland-
ville supervisor, who was a staunch and influential supporter of the

college from its inception.

The TC3 Board of Trustees voted last night to dedicate the forum
in memory of Taylor with formal ceremonies to be held in May.

Letters

The Cortland Standard welcomes letters from readers for publication on this page. All letters

submitted must be signed by the writer and include the writer’'s home address and daytime tele-
phone number. Letters may be edited for length and content. Letters are limited to 300 words in

length. Letters endorsing or opposing the election of candidates for public office are limited to
200 words. Thank-you notes will not be accepted.

September 6, 1999

Cortland State’s final football tune-up was a success.

Both the starting offense and defense excelled during Saturday’s
Davis Field scrimmage test against a visiting Alfred crew.

“The films will tell us a lot more tomorrow (Sunday), but in gen-
eral I’m coming away with a real good feeling,” said Coach Dan
McNeill, whose Red Dragons will be looking to avenge a 1998 sea-
son opening loss to New Jersey’s Montclair State this Saturday at

Dais Field.
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Jimmy McCain, a son of late Arizona senator John
McCain, registers as a Democrat and backs Harris

By JONATHAN J. COOPER
Associated Press

PHOENIX — Jimmy McCain,
a son of former Arizona senator
and 2008 Republican presidential
nominee John McCain, said this
week he has registered as a Dem-
ocrat and will vote for Vice Pres-
ident Kamala Harris, a valuable
nod of support for the Democratic
nominee in a battleground state.

Meanwhile, Trump’s running
mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, was
scheduled to appear outside Phoe-
nix Wednesday at a rally with the
conservative youth organizing
group Turning Point USA, which
has been instrumental in remak-
ing the Arizona GOP as a faithful
organ of former President Donald
Trump’s “Make America great
again” movement.

Jimmy McCain’s endorsement
and Vance’s Turning Point USA
appearance reflect the disparate
segments of the GOP that Harris
and Trump are trying to reach.
Democrats are appealing to tradi-
tional conservatives disillusioned
by Trump’s takeover of the GOP,
while Republicans are looking to
shore up their base and ensure that
their young supporters turn out.

Democrats have made big
inroads over the last six years

Kevin Lamarque/Pool Photo via AP

Jimmy McCain, son of Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., pauses at his father’s casket during ceremo-
nies honoring McCain at the U.S. Capitol Rotunda in Washington, Aug. 31, 2018.

in Arizona, once a Republican
stronghold that routinely backed
McCain and other Republicans
for president, with an anti-Trump
coalition that includes Republi-
cans and conservative indepen-
dents.

That reality is clear in each
campaign’s approach to winning
the state. Harris has staked out
moderate positions in contrast to

the progressive stances she out-
lined in her 2020 Demaocratic pri-
mary campaign, including on the
border, an important issue in this
border state, while elevating Re-
publican backers.

Trump, meanwhile, is count-
ing on support from young voters
turned off by politics and dis-
trustful of institutions. He chose
Phoenix for a rally joining forces

ART

continued from page 1

2.5 average to compete,” he said.
“My coach said ‘Take an art class
with me, we’ll get your grades
up.” I took this art class just to get
him off my back, basically. He
said, ‘Paint something you know,’
and | said ‘I don’t know any-
thing,” so he said, ‘Paint some-
thing you like,” and | said “Well,
I like roses.””

His first painting, which was of
roses, he gave to his mother.

After she died, he found it
wrapped up safely in her dresser
drawer.

It’s one of the few early works
he has, after losing most of them

in a fire at his old studio.

“He looked at it, and smiled,
and said, ‘It looks just like van
Gogh,”” Mitchell said about his
professor. “I said, “Who the hell
is van Gogh?’”

Mitchell had to paint 10 paint-
ings to pass that first art class. In-
stead, he painted 100.

“Something just clicked,” he
said. “l became a machine. That’s
all I wanted to do. I took basically
every art class that the university
offered, and they got me a job as a
classroom assistant. | could make
money while getting free art sup-
plies.”

Later, he started working as a
judge for the American Kennel

Club’s national dog events, he
said. When he awarded dogs ti-
tles, their owners would often
commission a pet portrait from
him when they found out about
his art.

His pet paintings are around the
world, in both pet owners’ homes
and museums.

The pop-up exhibition will be
the only time his work is for sale,
Delaney said, and the works are
very affordable.

It’s a sad feeling to sell one’s
paintings, Mitchell said.

“It’s just the way it is,” he said.
“I have no place to put them, and
if somebody can get one and en-
joy it, I guess that’s enough.”

AIDE

continued from page 1

millions of dollars for the couple,
who had a $4 million mansion on
Long Island and a condominium
in Hawaii. Sun and her husband,
Chris Hu, pleaded not guilty
Tuesday. Sun’s lawyer, Jarrod
Schaeffer, said she was “under-
standably upset that these charges
have been brought,” but didn’t
discuss the charges in detail.

Hochul on Wednesday called
Sun’s alleged actions “an abso-
lute betrayal of the trust of two
administrations in state govern-
ment.”

The alleged foreign influence
efforts are part of what FBI and
Justice Department officials have
described as a broader attempt to
manipulate public opinion in Chi-
na’s favor.

“The Chinese government
understands that politicians in
smaller roles today may rise to
become more influential over
time,” FBI Director Christopher
Wray said in a January 2022
speech. “So they look to cultivate
talent early to ensure that politi-
cians at all levels of government
will be ready to take a call and
advocate on behalf of Beijing’s
agenda.”

Justice Department officials
have charged dozens of Chinese
nationals in the last five years,
though many have remained out

SUSPECT

continued from page 1

The FBI’s tip pointed to a Dis-
cord account associated with an
email address linked to the Geor-
gia teen, the report said. But the
boy told a sheriff’s investigator
“he would never say such a thing,
even in a joking manner.”

The investigator wrote that no
arrests were made because of “in-
consistent information” on the
Discord account, which had pro-
file information in Russian and a
digital evidence trail indicating
it had been accessed in different
Georgia cities as well as Buffalo,
New York.

The attack was the latest among
dozens of school shootings across
the U.S. in recent years, including
especially deadly ones in New-
town, Connecticut; Parkland,
Florida; and Uvalde, Texas. The

AP Photo/Corey Sipkin

Former New York Governor Kathy Hochul aide Linda Sun, cen-
ter, and her husband, Christopher Hu, second from left, leave
Brooklyn Federal Court after their arraignment, Tuesday, in

New York.

of reach of American law en-
forcement. Among those who
have faced charges are 40 officers
with the Ministry of Public Se-
curity accused of harassing and
threatening dissidents, as well as
a cluster of operatives alleged to
have stalked Chinese individuals
living in the U.S. as part of an ef-
fort to coerce them into returning
to China, where they are wanted
for prosecution. A Chinese Amer-
ican scholar known as a pro-de-

mocracy activist was convicted
in New York earlier this month
of gathering information on dissi-
dents and feeding it to his home-
land’s government.

In 2022, a Chinese government
operative was charged with plot-
ting to undermine the candidacy
of a little-known congressional
candidate in New York by plan-
ning to locate derogatory infor-
mation that could prevent him
from being elected.

with Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who
abandoned his own independent
campaign to back Trump.

The Turning Point event where
Vance spoke was aimed at pro-
moting the group’s “chase the
vote” initiative to identify sup-
porters who might need an extra
nudge and ensure they participate.
The event, at a mega church on the
outskirts of metro Phoenix, began

with a concert by a Christian rock
band with a heavy, seat-shaking
base and a colorful light show.

Jimmy McCain said he had
been an independent since leaving
the Republican Party after Trump
became its standard bearer in
2016. He decided during a nine-
month overseas deployment that
just ended to switch his registra-
tion to Democratic and announce
it publicly. His decision was first
reported by CNN.

He said he was further “fired
up” by the decision after seeing
Trump’s campaign visit to Arling-
ton National Cemetery, a visit that
Harris called a “political stunt”
that “disrespected sacred ground.”

Trump has had a fraught rela-
tionship with the McCain family
since he denigrated the senator’s
status as a war hero during his
2016 campaign.

Jimmy McCain said it was per-
sonally difficult for him to hear
his father disrespected, but he said
his father chose a public life and
Americans are allowed to criticize
their leaders.

“With Arlington, the people
who are buried there gave their
lives and the ultimate sacrifice,”
McCain said. “They don’t get a
political opinion.”

Calif. settles affordable
housing project lawsuit

By SOPHIE AUSTIN
Associated Press/
Report for America

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — A
Sacramento suburb will have to
build more affordable housing
for residents at risk of home-
lessness under a settlement an-
nounced Wednesday with Cal-
ifornia Gov. Gavin Newsom’s
administration, which comes
more than a year after the state
alleged in a lawsuit that Elk
Grove illegally denied an af-
fordable housing project.

The settlement means the city
must identify a new site for af-
fordable housing in an area with
good access to economic, edu-
cational and health resources
by July 1, 2025. The state will
also have more oversight over
the city’s approval of affordable
housing over the next five years,
including by receiving regular
updates on the status of pro-
posed projects. Attorney Gener-
al Rob Bonta, a Demaocrat, said
it should not have taken so long
for Elk Grove to agree to build
more affordable housing.

“Our housing laws are not
suggestions,” Bonta said at a
news conference Wednesday.
“You have to follow them. And
if cities try to skirt them — try
to avoid building the housing
we need, try to illegally deny
housing proposals, discriminate
against communities, as Elk
Grove did — the DOJ will hold
them accountable.”

California’s lawsuit alleged
the city broke state laws by de-

nying a project to build 66 units
in an area known as Old Town
for residents who experienced
homelessness. The denial vio-
lated laws aimed at streamlining
housing projects and banning
local governments from making
discriminatory decisions, the
state argued.

The legal battle escalated a
growing conflict between the
state and local government over
how many housing projects
cities should approve and how
fast they should build them.
Newsom in 2022 temporarily
withheld funding from local
governments who he said failed
to adequately reduce homeless-
ness. His administration has
also sued the Southern Califor-
nia city of Huntington Beach,
accusing it of ignoring state
housing laws.

Elk Grove has to pay the state
$150,000 for attorney and other
legal fees under the agreement.
Local officials said they were
happy with the settlement and
that it underscored the city’s
efforts to build affordable hous-
ing.

“Elk Grove is proud of the
role it has played as a leader in
the development of affordable
housing in the region,” the city
said in a statement. “The City
is hopeful that in the future the
State will work more collabora-
tively with cities to partner in
the development of affordable
housing rather than use pre-
cious resources in the pursuit of
unnecessary litigation.”

classroom killings have set off
fervent debates about gun control
and frayed the nerves of parents
whose children are growing up
accustomed to active-shooter
drills. But there has been little
change to national gun laws.

Classes were canceled Thurs-
day at the Georgia high school,
though some people came to
leave flowers around the flagpole
and kneel in the grass with heads
bowed.

When the suspect slipped out
of class Wednesday, Lyela Sa-
yarath figured her quiet classmate
who recently transferred was
skipping school again. But he re-
turned later and wanted back into
the room. Some students went to
open the locked door but instead
backed away.

“I’m guessing they saw some-
thing, but for some reason, they

didn’t open the door,” Sayarath
said.

The teen then turned the gun on
people in a hallway, authorities
said.

He has been charged in the
deaths of students Mason Scher-
merhorn and Christian Angulo,
both 14, and teachers Richard As-
pinwall, 39, and Christina Irimie,
53, according to Georgia Bureau
of Investigation Director Chris
Hosey.

When the teen was not allowed
back into his classroom, Sayarath
said she heard a barrage of 10 to
15 gunshots. The math students
fell to the floor and crawled in
search of a safe corner to hide.

Two school resource officers
confronted the shooter within
minutes after the gunshots were
reported, Hosey said. The teen
immediately surrendered.

One was caught on
8/30/24 near the
4-corners in Virgil, NY.

One is still missing -
male, light brown,
size of a small deer,
wearing a teal
colored halter.

Missing: Mini Mule
2 mini mules escaped their pasture on
8/29/24 on Babcock Hollow Rd, Harford, NY.

Please call 607-844-4163

and leave message or 607-345-7320




Paul Cifonelli
Sports Editor
sports@cortlandstandard.com
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College Foothall
Georgia Tech faces
first test as ranked
team vs Syracuse

By MARK FRANK
Associated Press

SYRACUSE Given the
many air miles No. 23 Geor-
gia Tech has accumulated on its
way to the Yellow Jackets being
ranked for the first time since
2015, their early season travels
haven’t slowed their run game so
far.

Having crossed the Atlantic to
beat Florida State in Ireland be-
fore a brief stop at home to beat
Georgia State, Georgia Tech heads
north to Syracuse where it’ll get
a chance to test its legs again in
an ACC matchup on Saturday. It
could turn into a promising out-
ing for a Yellow Jackets team that
has rushed for 415 yards, good for
ninth in the country, and facing an
Orange defense that yielded 255
yards on the ground in winning its
opener against Ohio.

Even more good news for
Georgia Tech, who have an op-
portunity to go 3-0 for the first
time since 2016: after playing
Syracuse, the Yellow Jackets
will have completed 79% of their
travel schedule already, 9,764 of
12,302 miles.

For Georgia Tech then, it’s all
about getting their mileage on
the ground against a Syracuse
team that got off to a winning
start under Fran Brown, but sud-
denly finds itself facing a tough
challenge in the midst of a stretch
of opening the season with four
straight home games.

Making things even more chal-
lenging is that Syracuse will be
without star linebacker Marlowe
Wax, the heart and soul of the
defense who is expected to miss
the next six weeks with a right leg
injury suffered against Ohio.

“You’re going to need two
or three guys to fill Marlowe’s

shoes,” Brown said. “We just
have to be more physical, have to
demand physicality.”

He added: “We better stop the
run because that’s what coach
Key does. He’s an offensive line
coach at heart so he’s going to
keep on running the ball until we
stop it.”

Key has no intention of going
away from his team’s strength.
“We run the ball,” he said after the
Georgia State win. Jamal Haynes
leads the ground attack with 159
yards, an average of nearly six
yards a carry.

Perhaps as a way to take the
pressure off his now-ranked team,
Key downplayed the significance
of the Syracuse matchup.

“If you want to play 15 games
you better not be peaking in
September,” Key said. “No one
really cares what you do in Sep-
tember.”

Young at heart

Brown compared Georgia Tech
quarterback Haynes King to a col-
lege Hall of Famer and Heisman
Trophy runner-up from Texas.

“He reminds me of Vince
Young, just watching him run
around and play. He’s a strong,
powerful guy,” Brown said. “A
dual threat who can throw the
deep ball.”

King is 35-0f-45 passing for
421 yards and 91 yards on the
ground.

E for Efford

Linebacker Kyle Efford had 10
tackles against Florida State. He
followed that up with 13 more
Saturday, making him the na-
tion’s leader in that category.

“Really, the tackles just come
from pure effort,” Efford said Sat-
urday. “Just flying around.”

High School Boys Soccer

loss.

By PAUL CIFONELLI
Sports Editor
pcifonelli@cortlandstandard.com

The McGraw boys soccer
team failed to convert on a few
good chances in the first half and
Mater Dei Academy capitalized
after halftime as the Eagles fell
5-1 in the first round of the Mc-
Graw Boys Soccer Tournament
Wednesday at EIm Street Field.
McGraw will play the loser of
Cortland and Bishop Ludden at
10 a.m. Saturday.

The two teams played a back-
and-forth first half without many
great scoring chances. Mc-
Graw’s Logan Moffitt drilled the
right post for the best scoring
chance of the half and the Eagles

also had a few crosses squirt
through without a touch.
Things unraveled early in the

i second

Mater Dei 5":'".
McGraw 1 vater
Dei’s

James

Ermold converted a penalty kick
after McGraw was called for a
handball in the box. Adam Ed-
wards struck less than a minute
later to make it 2-0 Saints.

McGraw head coach Jamey
Crumb knew the game was well-
played and competitive, but his
guys were unable to recover af-
ter the penalty kick.

“It’s exactly what | felt,”

Paul Cifonelli/sports editor

McGraw’s Logan Moffitt, left, looks to attack Mater Dei’s Timothy Burns, center, while pos-
sessing the ball Wednesday at EIm Street Field. Moffitt scored the Eagles’ lone goal in a 5-1

McGraw drops opener
after tough second half

Crumb said. “We made them
have one good save and the rest
weren’t really on goal and we
kind of let one in. We had a cou-
ple defensive lapses in the sec-
ond half, but after the PK we lost
energy for 10 minutes.”

Thomas Murai made it 3-0
three minutes later with a beau-
tiful shot from about 35 yards
away. He sent it from the right
side of the field across into the
upper left corner. Ermold scored
his second of the game on a free
kick and Iker Guiscafre closed
out the Mater Dei scoring with
another penalty kick after being
taken down in the box by Owen

See SCHOOLS, page 8

By MITCHELL BINDA
Contributing Writer

UTICA — The nationally-13th
ranked Cortland men’s soccer
team scored a goal in each half,
and held off a late rally from the
opposition, in a 2-1 victory on
the road over Utica on Wednes-
day evening. The Red Dragons
improved to 3-0-0 on the season,
while the Pioneers are now 0-1-1.

Yasin Choukri (Wilton, Conn.)
and Matt Shultz (Oneonta) each
scored a goal for the Red Drag-
ons, the second consecutive game
with a goal for Choukri and the
third straight game scoring for
Shultz. Cade Denlinger (Eliza-
bethtown, Penn./Elizabethtown

SUNY Cortland Men’s Soccer
SUNY Cortland men’s soccer edges out Utica on road

Avrea) registered an assist. Jordan
Ott (Fort Worth, Texas/Southwest
Christian) turned aside four shots
in goal for Cortland.

Jalen Lucero scored Utica’s
goal, with an assist by Evan
Smith. Foti Xidias made two
saves in goal for the Pioneers.

The Pioneers started quick-
ly with two shots on goal in the
opening five minutes, both of
which Ott was able to turn aside.
The Red Dragons quickly gained
momentum, controlling play and
holding Utica without a shot on
target over the final 40 minutes of
action in the half.

In the 25th minute, Mateo Mar-

ra (Ossining) saw his free kick
from a dangerous position a few
yards outside the penalty area sail

just past the left post. One min-

ute later, Choukri got the Red
Dragons on the board, dribbling
around a defender to the end line
and firing a right-footed shot past
the keeper at the near post.
Cortland looked to double the
lead in the following minutes, but
Shultz dragged a shot wide right
from the left side of goal. The Red
Dragons couldn’t muster a shot
on goal in the final minutes of the
half despite a few solid chances,
leading 1-0 into halftime.
Denlinger had a strong op-

portunity to extend the lead just
after the hour mark, but his shot
attempt went off to the left after a
scrum in the penalty area.

Just four minutes later, he as-
sisted Cortland’s second goal
with a long ball over the top of
the defense from near midfield.
Shultz ran in behind the back line
to collect the pass on a bounce,
and finished into the top right cor-
ner of the net before the onrush-
ing goalkeeper could arrive.

With under 20 minutes remain-
ing, Ott diverted a shot off the
crossbar to maintain the Cortland
advantage, and Denlinger made a
clearance at the back post to deny

a Utica forward from receiving a
cross. The Pioneers used a stroke
of good luck to pull to within a
goal with under seven minutes re-
maining, after a failed clearance
fell to the feet of Lucero, who
tucked it inside the post.

Utica pressed for an equalizer
in the final minutes, but the Red
Dragons were able to thwart the
comeback attempt with a blocked
shot and a save by Ott in the final
three minutes to secure the victo-

ry.

Mitchell Binda is the Assistant
Sports Information Director at
SUNY Cortland.

o _ National Football League
Vikings-Giants opens prove-it season for once-lauded QBs

AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith

Giants quarterback Daniel Jones throws a pass in the first half
of a preseason game against the Texans, Aug. 17, in Houston.

By DAVE CAMPBELL
AP Pro Football Writer

MINNEAPOLIS — Sam Dar-
nold and Daniel Jones were swift-
ly dumped into the deep end of
NFL debuts, shouldering heavy
pressure as young quarterbacks
in the country’s largest media
markets.

As is often the case in this sink-
or-swim league for players at the
sport’s most demanding position,
the results have failed to match
the high hopes raised by their her-
alded arrival. In what could well
be their last chance to convince
the league they can still be ca-
pable starters for years to come,
Darnold and Jones will lead their
teams into the same season open-
er Sunday when the Vikings visit
the New York Giants.

Whatever the outcome, it likely
won’t bode well for the loser.

Darnold, in his first year with
Minnesota after backing up Brock
Purdy for the NFC champion San

Francisco 49ers last season, was
the third overall pick by the New
York Jets out of Southern Califor-
nia in 2018. He’s the last rookie
quarterback to win a Week 1 start,
but the Jets went 4-12 and traded
him three years later to the Caro-
lina Panthers. In 56 career starts,
Darnold has 55 interceptions and
a 21-35 record.

Though he has found first-string
status again with the Vikings,
Darnold was clearly signed (for
one year and $10 million) to be
a temporary bridge from the de-
parted Kirk Cousins to the rookie
J.J. McCarthy. He has only been
assured of keeping the job be-
cause of McCarthy’s season-end-
ing knee injury last month.

“As a young player you can
definitely get excited about what
the future might hold or what
things might look like, but at the
end of the day you’ve got to be
where your feet are,” Darnold
said. “This sport, this position,

it’s hard enough as it is. If you
start worrying about the wrong
things, it’ll come back to bite
you.”

Jones was the sixth overall pick
by the Giants in 2019 out of Duke
as the successor to a fading Eli
Manning, whom he replaced two
weeks into that rookie season.
Though Jones also won that first
start, with 336 yards passing and
touchdowns on the road against
Tampa Bay, he and the Giants
struggled through his first three
years. His breakthrough in 2022,
which included an NFL-best in-
terception rate and only eight
turnovers in 16 games with a ca-
reer-high 708 rushing yards and
the first win by the Giants in the
playoffs in 11 seasons, prompt-
ed a four-year, $160 million
contract that put him among the
highest-paid quarterbacks in the
league. What followed in 2023
was simply interceptions, sacks
and injuries.

T
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Major League Baseball

NCAA

Scuffling Yanks focus on future
rather than the rut they’re in

By SCHUYLER
DIXON
AP Sports Writer

ARLINGTON, Texas
— Aaron Judge hasn’t
homered in nine straight
games for the first time
this season, and the New
York Yankees are under
.500 over the equivalent
of half a season.

Never mind that Judge
leads the major leagues
with 51 home runs or the
Yankees are just a half-
game behind Baltimore
for the AL East lead and
the AL’s best record.

“Nobody’s going to
feel sorry for us,” man-
ager Aaron Boone said.
“I'm sure a lot of peo-
ple out there are rooting
against us. We’ve got to
have that us-against-the-
world, go take this thing,
go take this position, go
take this playoff opportu-
nity. It’s all there for us.
We’ve got to do it.”

In a 10-6 loss at
the Texas Rangers on
Wednesday night that
gave the Yankees their
third consecutive se-
ries loss, New York was
within inches of cutting a
ninth-inning deficit from
eight runs to one.

Wyatt Langford made
a leaping, game-ending
catch at the top of wall

AP Photo/Jeffrey McWhorter

Yankees relief pitcher Tim Mayza, center, looks down and Anthony Riz-
zo, right, looks on as manager Aaron Boone pulls Mayza from the game
Wednesday, in Arlington, Texas.

in left field on a 104 mph
liner from Giancarlo
Stanton with two runners
on after Trent Grisham’s
two-out grand slam. This
was a night after the Tex-
as rookie’s game-ending
slam in a 7-4 Rangers
victory.

Judge and Juan Soto
had left the game in the
eighth inning because of
the 10-2 deficit, so Judge

was already assured of
his ninth consecutive
game without going deep
— he had a pair of eight-
game stretches earlier
this season.

“Just don’t think about
it, try not to hear those
kinds of things,” said
Judge, who was 6 of 34
with two doubles over
the three series losses. “I
think 1 heard it early in

the year, too, but there’s
nothing | can do about
that. I’m not trying to hit
homers.”

The Yankees are cur-
rently without a specific
closer after two-time All-
Star Clay Holmes gave
up Langford’s drive with
New York on the cusp
of a series victory in the
middle game against the
Rangers — Holmes’ big

league-high 11th blown
save.

Boone says there are
several options, includ-
ing Holmes, for the next
save opportunity in what
he called a short-term
situation. Those answers
won’t come until today at
the earliest, at the Chica-
go Cubs.

Marcus Stroman was
3-0 over his prior four
starts before giving up
nine hits in 3 2/3 in-
nings in the series fina-
le against the Rangers,
who were without the top
two hitters in their or-
der: Marcus Semien and
reigning World Series
MVP Corey Seager.

“I think we’re all very
process-oriented in this
clubhouse so we know
what we’re capable of,”
Stroman said. “A few
bad losses doesn’t move
the room in a bad way at
all, so just a matter of do-
ing what we’re capable
of and going out there
and getting momentum
and hopefully taking it to
Chicago.”

New York’s 40-41 re-
cord goes back to June 1,
when it started that day
40-19. Even back then,
though, the Yankees were
only two games ahead of
the Orioles.

3rd baseman Chapman and Giants
agree to a $151M, 6-year contract

SAN  FRANCISCO
(AP) — Gold Glove third
baseman Matt Chapman
agreed Wednesday to a

$151 million, six-year
contract with the San
Francisco Giants for

2025-30, giving up his
chance to become a free
agent after the season.

Chapman will get a $1
million signing bonus,
payable Jan. 15, and an-
nual salaries of $25 mil-
lion. The deal assures he
will earn $169 million
over seven seasons from
2024-30.

He joined the Giants
as a free agent in March,
agreeing to a contract
guaranteeing $54 million

over three seasons. That
deal gave him the right
to opt out after 2024 and
2025. It included a $2
million signing bonus
and a $16 million salary
for 2024.

Chapman is hitting
247 and leads the Gi-
ants with 22 homers, 69
RBIs, 90 runs and 33
doubles. The 31-year-
old is a four-time Gold
Glove winner and has a
.241 career average with
177 homers and 495
RBIs for Oakland (2017-
21), Toronto (2022-23)
and the Giants.

He was an All-Star in
2019.

AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez

Giants’ Matt Chapman reacts after hitting a single during the third inning
against the Marlins, Sept. 1, in San Francisco.

SCHOOLS

continued from page 7

Lea. Moffitt erased the shutout
late by converting a penalty kick
after a handball in the box.

Crumb was disappointed in
the result, especially because
his guys had so many chances to
score throughout the game.

“Our expectations were pret-
ty high,” Crumb said. “We lost
two hustle players in Jaydon
(Bassett) and Ryan (Parks), but
we have a lot of young players
who have been playing a while.
We’ve been playing all summer.
Our preseason practices have
been really positive and good
up to this point, so it was a little
shock to not at least score in the
offensive end as much.”

McGraw has had some scor-
ing difficulties at times through-
out the last few seasons. Crumb
is hoping this group can learn
to consistently put goals in the
back of the net.

“Hopefully they just get
mad,” Crumb said. “They have
to sacrifice their bodies on a
couple of those just to poke
them in. I think that’s our youth.
Throughout the season | have to
find out where to put them and
leave them. We can’t rely on go-
ing straight down the middle.”

Zach Kahle made 11 saves in
goal for the Eagles.

McGraw played again at 4:30
p.m. Thursday at Brookfield in
a CCL game, then will play in
the consolation game Saturday.
Cortland and Bishop Ludden
played at 4:30 p.m. Thursday
at Bennett Street Field to deter-
mine the Saturday matchups.

Crumb is happy there isn’t

much time to think about
Wednesday’s outcome with a
league game on tap.

“The good thing about hav-
ing a game is that we don’t have
time to focus on the negative
stuff,” Crumb said. “Going up
there, it’s a field about half the
size of this and you don’t know
what to expect. We need to focus
on getting a win there then we
can focus on moving forward.”

GIRLS SOCCER
BISHOP GRIMES 1,
McGRAW 0

Bishop Grimes scored a goal
early in the first half to beat Mc-
Graw in the first round of the
McGraw Girls Soccer Tourna-
ment. The Eagles will play the
loser of Cortland and Tully in
the consolation game at noon
Saturday.

WATKINS GLEN 8,
DRYDEN 1

Alyson Smith scored two min-
utes into the game and Dryden
held that lead for about 20 min-
utes, but the Lions couldn’t keep
that after. Dryden trailed 3-1 at
halftime. Danielle Warwick
made 11 saves in goal for the Li-
ons, who took five shots and one
corner kick.

BOYS GOLF
CORTLAND 215,
HOMER 231

Finn Thomas’ 40 led Cortland
to victory, but Homer’s Cooper
Layaw shot a 39 at Cortland
Country Club to lead all golfers.

Garrick Ott followed Thomas
with a 41, Owen Michaels shot a
43, Koda Hubbard notched a 45,

Cooper Cohena added a 46 and
CJ Urtz’s 48 was cancelled out.

Ryder Armstrong finished
behind Layaw with a 45, Dan
Stiles shot a 46, Ben Wilbur
contributed a 49, Brody Darnell
carded a 52 and Caleb Hamil-
ton’s 55 was discarded.

SKANEATELES 212,
McGRAW 316

Ricky Osborne had McGraw’s
only sub-60 round at Ska-
neateles Country Club, shooting
a 58. Lucas Friedman notched a
61, Riley Van Liew carded a 65,
Barrett Zogg and Lucas John-
son each shot a 66 and Thomas

Lea’s 68 was cancelled out.

GIRLS TENNIS
CAZENOVIAS5, HOMER 2

The doubles team of Emma
Effinger and Lauren Franco
began their defense of the Sec-
tion 111 doubles title with a 6-2,
6-0 win in first doubles. Lizzie
McCloy and Cathelijne Van der
Plujm won their fourth doubles

match 1-6, 6-0, 7-6(11-9).
MacKenzie Skodzinsky lost
her first singles match 4-6, 0-6,
Ginny Park lost 5-7, 5-7 in sec-
ond singles, Sunny Park fell
3-6, 3-6 in third singles, Isabelle
Brown and Aubrey McGrath
lost 1-6, 1-6 in second doubles
and Lucy Goodwin and Emma
Dart dropped their third doubles

match 3-6, 2-6.
UPCOMING SCHEDULE
FOOTBALL

Newfield at Groton, 7 p.m. today at Ross Field
Southern Hills at Jordan-Elbridge, 7 p.m. today
Homer vs. Windsor, noon Saturday at Chenango

Valley High School

Dryden vs. V-V-S, 6:15 p.m. Saturday
at SUNY Cortland

Cortland vs. Norwich, 6 p.m. Sunday
at Colgate University

BOYS SOCCER
Jordan-Elbridge at Homer, 7 p.m. today
Cincinnatus vs. Hamilton or Faith Heritage, time
TBD today at Fabius-Pompey Jr./Sr. High School
Frankfort-Schuyler at Tully, 6:30 p.m. today
Cortland vs. Mater Dei or McGraw, 10 a.m. Saturday
at Bennett St. Field
McGraw vs. Cortland or Bishop Ludden, 10 a.m.
Saturday at Elm St. Field
Dryden at Greene, 11 a.m. Saturday
Otselic Valley or Cazenovia at DeRuyter, noon
or 4 p.m. Saturday
Marathon at Afton/Harpursville, 4:30 p.m. Monday
McGraw at Stockbridge Valley, 4:30 p.m. Monday
Cincinnatus at Otselic Valley, 4:30 p.m. Monday
Manlius Pebble Hill at Tully, 4:30 p.m. Monday
DeRuyter at Brookfield, 4:30 p.m. Monday

GIRLS SOCCER
Cortland at Homer, 5:15 p.m. today
Marathon vs. Manlius Pebble Hill or Fabius-Pompey,
time TBD today at Fabius-Pompey Jr./Sr. High School
Groton at Moravia, 5:30 p.m. today
Cortland vs. McGraw or Bishop Grimes,
noon Saturday at Bennett St. Field
McGraw vs. Cortland or Tully, noon Saturday
at Elm St. Field
Tully vs. McGraw or Bishop Grimes,
noon Saturday at Bennett St. Field
Onondaga/LaFayette or Sackets Harbor
at DeRuyter, 10 a.m. or 2 p.m. Saturday
Dryden at Greene, 1 p.m. Saturday
Homer at Lansing, 7 p.m. Monday
McGraw at Cincinnatus, 4:30 p.m. Monday
Tully at Onondaga/LaFayette, 6 p.m. Monday

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
Cortland at Hamilton, 6 p.m. today
Solvay at Homer, 6 p.m. Monday

FIELD HOCKEY
Marathon at Cortland, 5:30 p.m. today
Moravia at Weedsport, 5 p.m. today
Cortland at Auburn, 12:30 p.m. Saturday
Moravia at Weedsport, 5 p.m. Saturday
Port Byron/Union Springs at Homer, 7 p.m. Monday
Marathon at Vestal, 7:15 p.m. Monday
Moravia at Maine-Endwell, 7 p.m. Monday

CROSS COUNTRY
Cortland, Homer, Tully, DeRuyter at Mount
Markham, 8 a.m. Saturday

BOYS GOLF
McGraw at Homer, 3:30 p.m. today at Cortland
Country Club
Tully at Marcellus, 3:30 p.m. today at the Links
at Sunset Ridge Golf Course
Cazenovia at Cortland, 3:30 p.m. Monday
at Willowbrook Golf Club
Homer at CBA, 3:30 p.m. Monday at Drumlins
Country Club
Skaneateles at Tully, 3:30 p.m. Monday
at Vesper Hills Golf Course

GIRLS TENNIS
Homer at Phoenix, 4:30 p.m. today
Cortland at Skaneateles, 5 p.m. Monday
Manlius Pebble Hill at Homer, 4:30 p.m. Monday

Judge asked
to give OK
to $2.78B
settlement

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

A judge in California on Thurs-
day was scheduled to weigh pre-
liminary approval of a $2.78 billion
settlement of three antitrust lawsuits
against the NCAA and major con-
ferences, the first step of a lengthy
process that could lead to college
athletes getting a cut of the billions
in television revenue that flows to
their schools.

Attorneys from both sides were
set to appear in front of U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Claudia Wilken in Oak-
land, California. Wilken is likely to
make a ruling within the next sev-
eral days.

The NCAA and five power confer-
ences agreed in May to settle House
v. NCAA and two similar case cases
that challenged compensation rules
for college athletes.

The deal calls for the NCAA to
foot the bill for nearly $3 billion in
damages paid to former and current
college athletes who were denied
the right to earn money off their
name, image and likeness, dating to
2016.

As part of the settlement, the con-
ferences agreed to a revenue-shar-
ing plan that would allow each
school to direct about $21 million
to athletes, starting as soon as next
season — if the settlement receives
final approval.

Preliminary approval allows the
plaintiffs to begin notifying thou-
sands of former and current col-
lege athletes that they are eligible
to claim damages or object to the
terms. That can start in two weeks.

Objections have already been
filed with the court, including one
from the plaintiffs in another athlete
compensation case in Colorado who
declined to be part of the settlement.
A group of former Division | female
athletes is also challenging the set-
tlement, claiming damages will be
unfairly paid mostly to football and
men’s basketball players.

Two college athlete advocacy
groups that support the organization
of players and collective bargaining
as part of a new compensation mod-
el have taken different approaches
to the settlement.

The National College Players’
Association last week called the set-
tlement “unjust” and said it would
work to prevent it from being ap-
proved. Athletes.org, which says it
has nearly 4,000 college athletes as
members, said it supports the set-
tlement as an important first step,
but would like some of the terms
tweaked before it is implemented.

The NCAA and college sports
leaders are already working on how
to implement the revenue-sharing
plan — including bringing in an
outside third-party to manage en-
forcement of some terms.

Golf Log

WALDEN OAKS TUESDAY MEN'S LEAGUE
Low Gross: Nate Moore (35)

Standings
O’Conner/Moore 114 Driscoll 98
Tim & Charlie Wright 111.5  Jeff & Dennis Rupert 98
Owego Street 110 Holl/Roering 96.5
ARound Pizza 108 Dave’s Total Care 95.5
Buckets 105.5  Potter/Sweet 85
JMS Plumbing 102 Gregorry/Freelove 85
Manning/Dumond 99 Feuerheerm 79

ELM TREE WEDNESDAY LEAGUE
Low Gross: Mark Waterson (36)
Low Net: Jim Stockwin (29)

Final Standings

Hoof Hearted 334 JR's Team 303
Mulligans Island 330 The Surveyors 2835
Legends 326.5 O'Donnell Construction 282.5
Sheep's Clothing  319.5 Collegetown Wine/Spirits 28
The Fore Guys 310 The Rusty Nail 268.5
Bruce's Auto 305 Upstate Concrete Coat. 252

MLB

AL East Division
W L Pct GB

Baltimore 81 60 .574—
New York 80 60 .571%
Boston 70 70 .500 10%:
Tampa Bay 69 70 49611
Toronto 67 74 47514
AL Central Division

w Pct GB
Cleveland 80 60 .571—
Minnesota 75 64 540 4%
Kansas City 76 65 539 4%
Detroit 70 70 50010
Chicago 32 109 .227 48%

AL West Division

w Pct GB
Houston 75 64 540 —
Seattle 70 70 .500 5%
Texas 67 73 .4798%
Oakland 61 79 436 14%
Los Angeles 58 81 41717

NL East Division

W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 83 56 597 —
Atlanta 76 63 5477
New York 76 64 5437%
Washington 62 77 44621
Miami 52 87 37431

NL Central Division

/A Pct GB
Milwaukee 81 59 579—
Chicago 72 68 5149
St. Louis 71 69 50710
Cincinnati 67 73 47914
Pittsburgh 65 74 468 15%

NL West Division

W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 84 56 .600—
San Diego 80 61 .5674%
Arizona 79 61 5645
San Francisco 68 72 .48616
Colorado 51 89 .36433

*standings last updated before play on Sept. 5
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Like puzzles?
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Then you’ll love
1 sudoku. This
mind-bending
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4 puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put

your sudoku
1 savvy to the test!
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Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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By Magi Helena
Saturday, September 7, 2024

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Focusing
too hard on your own needs could make it
easy to overlook the people around you.
Learning to understand and work well with
others might offer insights into the more sat-
isfying paths you could take in the future.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You may
be drifting away from your support system.
Consider making the time to stay in contact
with friends who know you well. Time to-
gether might energize all of you and give
you the strength to keep going towards your
goals.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Nothing
may be obvious; don’t wait for big signs
and easy answers to your questions. You
may feel called to take the lead and find out
what may not be crystal clear. It may be up
to you to discover the truth behind a com-

DPUPE, YOUR
GFA. 15

Zitscomics.com

mon misconception.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Newly
available opportunities may pair perfectly
with your ideas. More sources of money
could open up for you in the near future.
Consider putting more intention in creating
and living in a world you want to see and
experience.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Embrace the
joy of self-control. It can feel truly em-
powering to resist the urge to splurge and
instead, opt for saving. Think of it as pre-
paring for a grand celebration of your fu-
ture triumphs and wear your discipline like
a shield.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Commu-
nicating with maturity, wisdom, and com-
passion can go a long way in relationships.
Consider rereading before replying as
messages could convey more than words.
Stress may be relieved with reconciliation
or heartfelt apologies.

HEAH,
“PERFELT” OLPS
IS THENEW
‘NOT GOOD
ENOUGH” SCUS

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You may
take the “fake it until you make it” cliche
to heart. Everyone could have the potential
to learn by tapping into their imitation. Im-
itation of someone you admire could teach
you the reflexes you need to be happy and
successful.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Be will-
ing to accept advice from unexpected
sources. A mentor may be willing to help
you correct your stumbles as you continue
to learn. Letting go of what you think you
know might be the hardest part but can be
necessary for growth.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You
may be respected and admired for your skills
and talents. Someone might come to you for
general guidance on something within your
area of expertise, others may just want your
approval and encouragement.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Do
your own due diligence. It may take effort

SCY GRUMY UBK

Cryptoquote

AXYDLBAAXR
isSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE

BYFYW EZFY LG, NVW SCUS ZP

SZTY

SCY SZKY HZRR SLWB.

CUWWZYS DYYMCYW PSVHY
Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: IF YOU HAVE NO
HONEY IN YOUR POT, HAVE SOME IN YOUR
MOUTH. — BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
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Astrological Forecast

to learn about a subject directly while let-
ting go of public opinion. Consider explor-
ing various ways to express your authentic
self and allow people to discover who you
really are.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): The way
you choose to face your obligations may im-
pact the resources you have to address them.
Consider new ways to honor your money
and spending habits while also taking care of
your responsibilities. Make wise decisions.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): There may
be clouds, but that doesn’t mean it will rain.
Consider releasing the tendency to be suspi-
cious or overly pessimistic as it could prevent
you from enjoying yourself fully. Embrace
having fun in a realistic and reliable way.

IF SEPTEMBER 7 IS YOUR BIRTH-
DAY: Inaccuracy or missing details could
cause problems during the next two to three
weeks, so dot all your I’s and cross all your
T’s.
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Religion

Cortland First United
Methodist Church

Cortland First United Methodist Church,
at 734 Route 222, Cortlandville, will have
worship service at 11 a.m. Sunday with Pas-
tor Douglas “BB” Watson.

The sermon will be: “The Crumbs of
Faith.” New Testament: James 2: 1-17. Gos-
pel reading: Mark 7: 24-37. The food pantry
is open from 3:30 to 5 p.m. every Wednes-
day. Fall Harvest Sale — 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sept. 14. Mums, pumpkins, corn stalks,
straw bales and food will be available.

Virgil, Cortland Homer
Ave. UMCs

Virgil United Methodist Church gathers
at 9:30 a.m. Sunday while the Cortland Ho-
mer Avenue United Methodist Church gath-
ers at 11 a.m. Sunday.

The scripture reading will be Psalm 125
and James 2:1-17. The gospel reading will
be Mark 7:24-37. Pastor Steph’s message
will be “Jesus Does All Things Well.”

The Virgil service will be live at
www.facebook.com/VirgilUMC/videos
and the Homer Avenue service will be
live at www.facebook.com/HAUMC-
Live-104156431481016.

Dryden
Presbyterian Church

Dryden Presbyterian Church will wor-
ship at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. Pastor Nancy
Didway’s sermon is titled, “Fear Not: God
Brings Justice.” For information on joining
the worship livestreamed on Zoom, call
the church office at 607-844-8321. Kitchen
Cupboard is open 11 a.m. to noon Mon-
days, Fridays and the last Saturday of the
month, and 5 to 6 p.m. Wednesdays. Kids
Club will resume Sunday.

Dryden United
Methodist Church

Dryden United Methodist Church, at 9 E.

Main St., is changing worship service time
back to its regular time of 11 a.m.

First Church of Christ,

Scientist
First Church of Christ, Scientist, will
worship at 10:30 a.m. Sunday at 9 Clinton
Ave., Cortland. “Man” is the Bible lesson
subject for this week. Job reminds us: “The
spirit of God hath made me...” A testimony
meeting will be 7:30 p.m. Wednesday.

Grace and Holy Spirit
Church

Grace and Holy Spirit Church, a blended

Christian community in the Episcopal and
Lutheran traditions in the heart of Down-
town Cortland at 13 Court St., will offer a
traditional service in person and online at
9:30 a.m. Sundays.

Compline is held every Thursday via
Zoom at 8:15 p.m.

A Bible study is offered at 11 a.m. every
Thursday. This Sunday, during the 9:30 a.m.
service, Pastor Manis will be performing a
blessing of backpacks for students of all
ages.

For more information, or for the Zoom
link to all services, contact the church at
607-753-3073, Monday through Friday
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., or email graceand-
holyspirit@cnymail.com.

Harmony United
Methodist Church

Harmony United Methodist Church, at
726 Route 221, is resuming its fall Music
Night on the second Sunday of the month.

Upcoming dates are: Sept. 8 and Oct. 13,
Nov. 10, and Dec. 8, from 7 to 8 p.m. with
refreshments. Helping Hands Food Pantry
is next open from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Sept.
13, Oct. 11 and Nov. 8.

Harmony UMC’s annual Ham Dinner is
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Oct. 19 at the Har-
ford Town Hall.

Homer

Congregational

Worship begins at 10:30 a.m. Sunday at
the Homer Congregational United Church
of Christ.

The Rev. Vicki Burtson will preach.

Anyone who cannot attend worship in
person can find the service livestreamed on
Facebook, YouTube or at www.homercc.
com.

This Sunday is Rally Day. Join us at 9:30
a.m. for a special breakfast, prepared by
our youth. Our Faith Formation teaching
teams will be on hand to help each class
explore its room with the help of a scav-
enger hunt.

Homer First United
Methodist Church

Homer First United Methodist Church
will have a service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday in
person and on YouTube.

The Rev. Dr. Park’s message is: “Hope
for the Doubter,” based on John 20:24-29
and Ephesians 6:12.

Join the livestreaming service using the
link from the church website: www.homer-
first.org on your smart device or PC.

Bible study at 10 a.m. Tuesdays, in the
narthex. Sunday School at 10 a.m. during
church service Sunday and Sept. 22.

The food pantry opens 10 a.m. to noon
Tuesdays and 5 to 7 p.m. Thursdays.

Marathon First
Presbyterian Church

The worship service this Sunday at the
Marathon First Presbyterian Church will
begin at 10 a.m.

Pastor Doug’s sermon is titled: “Demons
Discarded and Deaf Hear,” based on the
narration from Mark 7:24-37.

The annual Spaghetti Dinner is scheduled
for Sept. 23.

McGraw United
Methodist Church

McGraw United Methodist Church, 20 E.
Main St., will have service at 10 a.m. Sun-
day.

The scripture is: Galatians 3:1-7.

Pastor Kim’s sermon is titled: “Heart of
New Beginnings.”

Bible study and Sunday school are at 8:30
a.m. Sunday. The food pantry is open from 6
to 7 p.m. Thursdays.

The service is livestreamed through
Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/McGraw-United-Method-
ist-Church-2172002063023396/.

O’Heron

Newman Hall Chapel

O’Heron Newman Hall Catholic Chapel
at 8 Calvert St. in Cortland will be celebrat-
ing Mass at 5 p.m. Sunday.

St. Margaret’s
Catholic Church

St. Margaret’s Catholic Church in Homer
will be celebrating Masses at 4 p.m. Satur-
day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday and noon on Mon-
day and Tuesday.

Confessions are from 3 to 3:45 p.m. Sat-
urday.

Faith Formation begins Sept. 15. Please
sign up now.

St. Mary’s Church

St. Mary’s Church in Cortland offers
Masses at 4 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. and
11:30 a.m. Sunday.

Weekday Mass is at 7 a.m. on Wednesday
and Friday.

For those opting to stay home, the church
livestreams the 8 a.m. Mass on Sundays
from its Facebook page.

Spectrum Channel 2 airs the Sunday
Mass at 10 a.m. These Masses are from the
previous weekend.

The rosary will be prayed at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday in the Chapel at St. Mary’s
Church.

Confessions are 3 to 3:45 p.m. Saturday

and by appointment — contact the Parish
Center 607-756-9967.

The Knights of Columbus meets at 7 p.m.
Wednesday at the Parish Center.

A blood drive is planned for 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. Sept. 21 in the church hall. Call the
Red Cross at 607-753-1182 or go to red-
crossblood.org to schedule an appointment.

St. Paul
Lutheran Church

St. Paul Lutheran Church at 45 Hamlin
St. in Cortland, will worship at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, led by Pastor Eckstrom.

The Scripture is: Isaiah 35:4-6, James
2:1-10, Mark 7:24-30.

Applications are still being accepted for
St. Paul Pre-School for this fall.

Summerhill
Baptist Church

Summerhill Baptist Church, at 5252 Lake
Como Road, will have services at 10 a.m.
Sunday.

The Rev. Karl Hoyer’s message is:
“Revelation of Jesus Christ, Letters to the
Churches Part 2.”

The pastor’s message may be replayed at
summerhillbaptists.org.

Unitarian
Universalist Church

The Unitarian Universalist Church of
Cortland worships online at 10:30 a.m. Sun-
day.

This Sunday the Cortland congregation
will be in its church building led by the Rev.
Darcey Laine, with a kid friendly multi-plat-
form worship program and service, titled:
“Ingathering.”

Each fall the congregation honors the
start of a new church year with a gather-
ing of water from wherever we have been
during the summer months — a place that
calls us home to our souls. Sometimes it is
from a serene lake we visited, or a creek
in our neighborhood, an ocean or river far
away, the hose in our backyard or the tap in
our kitchen. Water unites us with all the liv-
ing beings of the world, wherever we may
be. Bring some water to add to the collective
bowl, in person or on Zoom.

United
Presbyterian Church

The United Preshyterian Church, located
at 25 Church St., Cortland, will have service
at 10 a.m. Sunday in the sanctuary.

Leading worship is the Rev. David H.
Johnson. His sermon is titled: “Jesus —
Love Shared,” based on James 2 and Mark
7. There will be a congregational luncheon
in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome.

Pope Francis’ Asia trip marks 60 years of papal visits

By DAVID RISING
Associated Press

BANGKOK, Thailand —
Pope Francis’ visit this week to
Southeast Asia, the longest trip
in his papacy, is the latest in de-
cades of regular papal visits to
the Asia-Pacific region.

Papal travel is a thing of the
modern era, starting with Pope
Paul VI, who became the first
pontiff to leave Italy in more
than 150 years when he made his
famous pilgrimage to the Holy
Land in 1964, shortly after be-
coming pope.

His next visit was to India later
that same year, marking the first
time a pope had ever visited Asia.

[t was one of many firsts for Paul
VI, who was also the first pope
to fly in an airplane, the first to
leave Europe and the first to visit
countries on six continents, earn-

AP Photo/Neal Ulevich, File
Pope John Paul Il blesses more than one million Filipinos at
beatification rites in Manila for 16 Catholic martyrs including
Filipino Lorenzo Ruiz, Feb. 18, 1981.

AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, File

Pope Francis caresses a child as he arrives for Holy Mass at

Tokyo Dome, Nov. 25, 2019, in Tokyo.

ing him the nickname “the Pil-
grim Pope.”

Others by Paul VI, according
to the Vatican, included a 1970
trip with stops in Australia, Hong
Kong, Indonesia, Ceylon — to-
day Sri Lanka — and the Philip-
pines, where a would-be assassin
unsuccessfully attempted to stab

him at Manila airport.

His successor, Pope John Paul
I, never got the chance to travel,
dying just over a month after he
ascended to the papacy.

But Pope John Paul 11, who
followed in 1978, picked up
where Paul VI left off and by the
time of his death in 2005, was the

most traveled pope in history; a
title he holds to this day.

He made his first of two visits
to the Philippines, one of Asia’s
most Catholic countries, in 1981
in a trip that also took him to
Pakistan, Guam, Japan and An-
chorage, Alaska, according to the
Vatican.

Over the years he would visit
Asia many times, including trips
to South Korea, Bangladesh, In-
dia, Sri Lanka, East Timor, Indo-
nesia, Singapore and Thailand.

In a notable moment from his
1986 trip to India, he was ac-
companied by Mother Teresa to

her home for the poor in Kolk-
ata, meeting and blessing its res-
idents.

Reports at the time said the
pope was visibly moved by the
visit, and Mother Teresa later
called it “the happiest day of my
life.”
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Ticketmaster’s pricing for Oasis
tickets under investigation in UK

By PAN PYLAS
Associated Press

LONDON — The U.K.’s com-
petition watchdog has launched
an investigation into the way
more than one million tickets
were sold for next year’s reunion
concerts from iconic 1990s Brit-
pop band Oasis.

In a statement Thursday, the
Competition and Markets Au-
thority (CMA) said its investiga-
tion into Live Nation Entertain-
ment’s unit Ticketmaster will
look specifically at “dynamic
pricing,” whereby prices can
vary rapidly in light of changing
market conditions.

It is a pricing strategy used in
flight sales and home food de-
liveries, where demand levels
can fluctuate and lead to surg-
ing prices while also sometimes
leading to lower prices. It is a
more common practice in the
U.S. than in the U.K.

Many Oasis fans who queued
online at the Ticketmaster site
for hours Saturday complained
that they ended up paying more
than double the face value of
the ticket as a result of dynamic
pricing, with standard standing
tickets often sold for $470 as
compared to the expected $195.

Critics said it was deceptive
and inappropriate to use dynam-
ic pricing for the concerts given
that it was well-known in ad-
vance that demand for the fixed
number of tickets would be sky-
high.

The CMA said it would scru-
tinize whether Ticketmaster, the
U.K.’s biggest seller of tick-
ets, may have engaged in un-
fair commercial practices and
whether it breached consumer
protection law.

AP Photo/Lo Sai Hung

Members of British rock band Oasis pose for photos ahead of
a concert in Hong Kong, Feb. 25, 2006.

The probe will look at wheth-
er consumers were told in a
clear and timely way that the
tickets could be subject to dy-
namic pricing, and whether they
were put under pressure to buy
tickets within a short period of
time — at a higher price than
they understood they would
have to pay.

“It’s important that fans are
treated fairly when they buy
tickets, which is why we’ve
launched this investigation,”
said Sarah Cardell, the watch-
dog’s chief executive. “It’s clear
that many people felt they had
a bad experience and were sur-
prised by the price of their tick-
ets at check-out.”

The organization wants to
hear from fans who encountered
issues, and will seek evidence
from Ticketmaster and others,

which may include the band’s
management and event organiz-
ers. It said it can implement en-
forcement if it sees evidence of
possible breaches of the law.

Ticketmaster has said that it
does not set concert prices and
its website states this is down
to the event organizer who “has
priced these tickets according to
their market value.”

Nick White, a partner at legal
firm Charles Russell Speechlys,
said dynamic pricing is a “dou-
ble-edged sword.”

“On one side, it is a legitimate
business strategy, adjusting pric-
es in real time based on supply
and demand,” he said. “On the
flip side, it is a practice that can
alienate fans, creating a sense of
exploitation as prices escalate
beyond reach, even while fans
wait in online queues.”

Contract Bridge

Bidding quiz

You are South, both sides vulner-
able. The bidding has been:

North East South  Waest
14 Pass 1% Pass
24 Pass 39* Pass
3INT Pass ?

*forcing

What would you bid now with
each of the following four hands?
1.4J79 AKQJ952 4 63 &8
2. 449 KQI872 4 K974 & KJ
3. 4729 KQI9764 ¢ AS & J6
4. 4 AJ8 P KIS743 ¢ A7T5 & K

1. Pass. There is no good reason
to think that four hearts is safer
than three notrump. On the con-
trary, partner will almost certainly
be able to take nine quick tricks in
notrump, as your hearts are solid
and partner should have a stopper
in any suit that is led. At four
hearts, you could conceivably lose
four tricks, particularly with part-
ner having twice shown minimum
values after opening the bidding.
The hand can stand four losers in
notrump, but not in hearts.

2. Four diamonds. This hand does
not figure to lend itself well to
notrump and is obviously better
designed for suit play. Four dia-
monds (forcing) permits partner to
go on to five diamonds, or possibly
show belated support for hearts.
Minor-suit games are relatively

rare, since most hands with a
potential for 11 tricks usually pro-
duce at least nine in notrump, but
here the likelihood of making nine
tricks in notrump is too remote, If
partner should make a move
toward slam, say by cuebidding five
clubs, you will show no interest by
retreating to five diamonds.

3. Four hearts. The chance of
making four hearts is excellent,
while three notrump might prove
very precarious. The danger in
notrump is that the opponents,
having the advantage of the open-
ing lead, might establish their long
suit before dummy’s hearts can be
established.

4. Four diamonds. It’s almost a
sure thing that partner can make
three notrump, but passing is not
right because there is still too good
a chance for a slam. For example,
six diamonds would be a strong
favorite if partner held:

4 K92 954 KQI863 & AJ4

Investigating a slam by bidding
four diamonds does not really jeop-
ardize game possibilities. It keeps
the avenue open to both game and
slam, and what you do next depends
largely on how partner reacts. Thus,
if he now cuebids five clubs, indi-
cating the club ace and interest in
slam, you should carry on to six
diamonds.

Tomorrow: Safeguarding a slam.
©2024 King Features Syndicate Inc.

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TODAY!! | rrintpates: Tuesday through saturday

Office Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Email: classified@cortlandstandard.com ¢ Online Anytime: www.cortlandstandard.com

Deadline: 10:00 AM Day Prior to Ad

110 Main St., Cortland, NY 13045
(607) 756-5665

Start Date

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED SERVICES MERCHANDISE GARAGE SALES

Coordinator Diversity,
Equity & Inclusion
OCM BOCES is seeking a
Coordinator of Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion to be
located in Syracuse, NY.
Successful candidate will
serve as a knowledgeable
advisor, lead facilitator, and
advocate for improving
inclusion, diversity, and
equity throughout the
districts/BOCES in our
region and serve as our
representative at statewide
networks. New York State
Certification as a School
District Leader (SDL) or
School Building Leader
(SBL) required.
Register and apply at:
www.olasjobs.org/central
or send cover letter and
resume to:
recruitment@
ocmboces.org.

For more information,
please visit our website at:
www.ocmboces.org
EOE

Guthrie Medical Group,
PC seeks General &
Trauma/Acute Care
Surgeon in Corning,
NY and Sayre, PA.

Rgmts: MD or DO or for

deg equiv, General surgery
residency, Surgical

Critical Care Fellowship
and valid NY & PA

medical licenses.
Salary: $400,000/yr.
Resume to
Shannon Anderson,
Shannon.Anderson
@aguthrie.org.

Production Associate
Manufacturing -
$17.75 hr/1st; $18.50
hr/2nd; $19.50 hr/3rd
Visual inspection of
finished products and
dimensional inspection
before packing per
customer specifications.
Perform line clears,
maintain grinders. Maintain
cleanliness of work and
warehouse areas.
High school diploma or
equivalent; dependability
and good attendance a
must. Apply in person at
Cortland Plastics
215 S. Main St, Cortland
or email resume to
kbreed@
cortlandplastics.com

LA FAYETTE CENTRAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT
LAFAYETTE, NEW YORK
2024-2025
Position Available
Substitute Custodial
Worker
Effective Immediately
INTERESTED
CANDIDATES APPLY ON
THE DISTRICT WEBSITE
lafayetteschools.org/
Employment
For information
please contact:
LaFayette Facilities Office
Ron Cooper
Director of Facilities
5955 US Route 20
LaFayette, NY 13084
rcooper@
lafayetteschools.org
315-677-7725
DEADLINE FOR
APPLICATIONS
Open
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYER

Mathematics Teacher
Seven Valleys New Tech
Academy, Cortland
OCM BOCES has a unique
teaching opportunity for a
full-time Mathematics
Teacher at Seven Valleys
New Tech Academy in
Cortland. We are seeking a
math teacher able to create
a student-centered
classroom that supports
the principles of project or
problem-based learning.
Seven Valleys New Tech
facilitators are
collaborative, integrate
technology into the
curriculum and connect
with local businesses and
community agencies to
build academic
partnerships. NYS
Mathematics 7-12
certification required.
Register and apply at:
www.olasjobs.org/
central.

Visit our website at:
www.ocmboces.org
for more information.
EOE

SERVICES

NEEDED
Crochet expert for small
repairs on two
heirloom coverlets.
607-835-6289

Rates Starting at $49
J.D. Junk and Clean out
& Handyman Service
SAME DAY SERVICE
7 DAYS A WEEK,
WINTER CLEAN OUTS
WE CLEAN OUT
BASEMENTS, ATTICS,
CELLARS, GARAGES,
YARDS, TREE SERVICE
& ESTATES
WE TAKE DOWN
GARAGES, FENCES,
POOLS, SHEDS & MORE!
J.D. JUNK AND CLEAN
OUT SERVICE
A HOUSEHOLD NAME
YOU CAN TRUST
ANY PLACE YOU LIVE
WE GO!
Mastercard and Visa
607-242-8076

RENTAL SECTION

Rentals

COMMERCIAL/

STORAGE

OFFICE SPACE
Call 756-5672

MERCHANDISE

7
0’0

End Rolls

- Making Banners

- Special Projects

- Great for Packing

- Covering Tables

- And so Much More!

$1 Per Pound
+ Tax

7
0’0

* & o o o
PRINTED

NEWS-PRINT

BUNDLES
(Strapped)

$2.50/Bundle + Tax

Ideal For Bedding
For Animals

Call The
Cortland Standard

For Availability

756-5665
* & o o o

GARAGE SALES

3 FAMILY SALE
2191 Greenwood Rd.,
Cortland, at the dead end.
Saturday, 9 — 3
Sunday, 9 -1
RAIN OR SHINE
Furniture, tools,
womens clothing, misc.,
Christmas and
Halloween decorations.

BRINK STREET SALES
In Marathon.
September 4", 5" and 6™
9AM — 5PM
Household items, tools,
many DVD's, puzzles
games and books.

GARAGE SALE
452 Hunts Corners Rd.,
Marathon.
September 6™ and 7™
8AM — 5PM
Two dog crates, bathroom
vanity and tub, bedding,
mattress, camping rug and
equipment, lawn chairs,
stainless steel sink,
household, toys, books,
records, baby items, some
antiques and much morel!

MOVING SALE
56 Hamlin St, Cortland
9-3, September 6 & 7,
Lots of furniture, rugs,
artwork, antique
convertible highchair,
complete set of Johnson
Bros. Coaching Scenes,
bicycle and parts, several
ladders, microwave,
kitchen items, hammock,
lamps, freezer and
refrigerator, miscellaneous
and some clothing.

MULTI-FAMILY
YARD SALE
Friday, Sept. 6", 9 — 4
92 North Main St., Homer
Womens clothing, sizes
small, medium, 16-20.
Mens clothing, sizes
medium to large. Baby
clothing and items, sizes
6-18 months. Boys
clothing, sizes 10-14.
Halloween costumes,
maternity clothing and
items, queen size bedding,
Hallmark Star Wars
Christmas ornaments,
baseball cards,
Pokemon cards and items,
RC vehicles with remotes,
Fit-bit watch,

My Pillow king size
mattress topper,
ladies purses and misc.
household and kitchen
items.

WANTED TO BUY

OLD: US Coins,
Collections, Gold Coins,
Silver Dollars Pre 1936,

Dimes, Quarters,

Halves Pre 1965.

Greg 836-9988

AUTOMOBILES

MUNSONS AUTO
SALES
Find A Complete List of
Our Vehicles at:
munsonsautosales.com

607-838-3022
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World

Mongolia
welcomes
Pres. Putin

» Ignores intl.
arrest warrant

ULAANBAATAR, Mongolia
(AP) — Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin received a red-car-
pet welcome to Mongolia on
Tuesday, as the country ignored
calls to arrest
him on an in-
ternational
warrant  for
alleged war
crimes stem-
ming  from
Moscow’s
invasion  of
Ukraine.

The  trip,
which  con-
cluded Tues-
day night, was Putin’s first to a
member nation of the Interna-
tional Criminal Court since it is-
sued the warrant in March 2023.
Ahead of his visit, Ukraine urged
Mongolia to hand Putin over to
the court in The Hague, and the
European Union expressed con-
cern that Mongolia might not ex-
ecute the warrant.

The warrant put the govern-
ment in a difficult position. After
decades under communism with
close ties to the Soviet Union, it
transitioned to democracy in the
1990s and built relations with the
United States, Japan and other
new partners. But the landlocked
country remains economically
dependent on its two much larg-
er and more powerful neighbors,
Russia and China.

The ICC has accused Putin of
being responsible for the abduc-
tions of children from Ukraine.
Member countries are required to
detain suspects if a warrant has
been issued, but Mongolia needs
to maintain its ties with Russia
and the court lacks a mechanism
to enforce its warrants.

The United States doesn’t be-
lieve any country “should give
Putin a platform to promote
his war of aggression against
Ukraine,” U.S. State Department
spokesperson Matthew Miller
said.

“We understand that position
that Mongolia is in, you know,
sandwiched between two much
larger neighbors, but we do think
it’s important that they continue
to support the rule of law around
the world,” he told reporters in
Washington.

The Russian leader was wel-
comed in the main square in
Ulaanbaatar, the capital, by an
honor guard dressed in vivid red
and blue uniforms styled on those
of the personal guard of 13th
century ruler Genghis Khan, the
founder of the Mongol Empire.

A throng of people watched
from behind barriers as Putin and
Mongolian President Khurelsukh
Ukhnaa walked up the red-car-
peted steps of the Government
Palace and bowed toward a stat-
ue of Genghis Khan.

A few protesters who tried to
unfurl a Ukrainian flag were tak-
en away by police. Five others
who gathered a few blocks west
of the square held up an anti-Pu-
tin banner and Ukrainian flag but
disbanded after hearing about the
arrests.

As Putin was welcomed in
Mongolia, his forces struck a mil-
itary training facility and nearby
hospital in Poltava, Ukraine, kill-
ing at least 50 people, the coun-
try’s president said. The strike
appeared to be one of the dead-
liest by Russian forces since the
war began on Feb. 24, 2022.

The two governments signed
agreements on a power plant up-
grade in Ulaanbaatar and on the
supply of Russian aviation fuel
to Mongolia. They also agreed to
carry out an environmental study
of a river where Mongolia wants
to build a hydroelectric plant that
Russia is concerned would pol-
lute its Lake Baikal.

Putin also outlined plans to de-
velop the rail system between the
countries.

He invited the Mongolian pres-
ident to a summit of the BRICS
nations — which include Russia
and China among others — in
the Russian city of Kazan in late
October. Khurelsukh accepted,
according to Russian state media.

After leaving Ulaanbaatar, Pu-
tin arrived early Wednesday in
Russia’s major Pacific port of
Vladivostok, where he is to take
part in an economic forum.

Putin

Zoltan Mathe/MTI via AP

European Affairs Minister Janos Boka of Hungary speaks
during the informal meeting of the EU General Affair council

in Budapest, Hungary, Tuesday.

EU wants answers
from Hungary about
Russian work visas

By LORNE COOK
Associated Press

BRUSSELS — The European
Union’s top migration official
expressed concern on Wednes-
day about a Hungarian work
visa program open to citizens
from Russia and Belarus, just
as sabotage attacks and spying
allegations raise alarm across
Europe.

Hungary extended its Nation-
al Card program to citizens from
Russia and Belarus as it took
over the EU’s rotating presiden-
cy in July. It happened as Prime
Minister Viktor Orban traveled
to Moscow for talks with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin, a
trip slammed by his EU counter-
parts.

The card also allows easier
entry into Europe’s ID-check
free zone for work purposes to
citizens from Bosnia, Moldova,
Montenegro, North Macedo-
nia, Serbia and Ukraine. All six
countries are candidates to join
the EU. Russia and Belarus are
not.

“It’s a bit strange to actually
welcome specifically citizens
from Russia and Belarus in a sit-
uation where we know that these
countries are hostile to the Eu-
ropean Union,” European Home
Affairs Commissioner Ylva Jo-
hansson told EU lawmakers.

The Hungarian prime minis-
ter, widely seen as having the
warmest relations with Putin
among EU leaders, has routine-
ly blocked, delayed or watered
down EU efforts to assist Kyiv
and impose sanctions on Mos-
cow for its actions in Ukraine.

Belarus is Russia’s main ally
and has served as a rear base for
Russian troops.

Johansson listed a series of
incidents since Russia’s full-
fledged invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022, including sab-
otage or hacking attacks in the
Czech Republic, Estonia, Lithu-
ania and Poland. She also noted
possible threats to military bases

in Germany.

“This is a time for more vigi-
lance, not less. This is not a time
to be soft on security,” she said,
adding that safe travel within
the passport-free zone linking
29 countries, most of them EU
nations, could be undermined.
“We must keep each other safe.”

Early last month, Johansson
sent a letter to Hungary seeking
clarification about its National
Card, notably whether the pro-
gram imposes stricter security
checks on Russian and Belarus
nationals. She received a reply
two weeks ago but on Tuesday
wanted to know more.

Johansson asked: “Why does
the Hungarian government con-
sider such a scheme necessary
or appropriate in the current po-
litical situation?

The expected national eco-
nomic gains seem limited (and)
disproportionate to the potential
security impact.”

At a news conference in Brus-
sels, Hungarian EU Affairs Min-
ister Janos Boka played down
the commission’s concerns. He
said that seven countries, in-
cluding Germany, Latvia, Po-
land and Spain have issued more
visas to Russians.

“In the past two months, 10
permits were issued for Russian
citizens and four permits were
issued for Belarus from citizens.
This is not an increasing trend,
and these numbers are statisti-
cally irrelevant,” Boka told re-
porters. Johansson said the num-
ber of visas issued to Russians
have dropped by almost 90%.

Boka insisted that for Hunga-
ry “there is no legal and security
issue whatsoever when it comes
to the National Card.”

Hungarian officials com-
plained that he had not been
invited to the European Parlia-
ment to address Johansson’s
questions in person.

The parliament’s press service
said Hungary had not expressed
a wish to attend.

ONLINE ONLY - Top Quality Bakery

Equipment Auction

1148 Front Street, Binghamton, NY 13905
Bidding Starts Wednesday, September 4, 2024 @ 7:00PM
Bidding Ends: Monday, September 16, 2024 @ 6:00PM
Huge Amount Of Quality Bakery, Displays & Restaurant Equipment

Including: Restaurant & Bakery Equipment: Baxter 2 Door Rotating Mini Rack Oven w/
Proofing Cabinet; Blodgett Double Convection Oven, SS, Good Cond.; True 3 & 2 Door, SS
Freezers; Beverage Aire SS 2 Door Cooler; (4) AHT Glass Front Display Coolers; Delfield
SS 2 Door Cooler; General & Globe 20 Qt. Mixers; 20” Dough Sheeter, 2-Door Proofing
Cabinet; Avantco Proofing Cabinet; SS 3-Bay Sink; Delfield 48 ” Cooler w/ SS Worktop;
Avantco 28” SS Sand Table / Cooler; SS Work Tables; Grindmaster 875 Coffee Grinder;
Turbo Chef Bunn Comm’l. High Speed Oven; Marshall French Fry Dump Station; Dean
16” SS Fryer; True 28” SS Sandwich Station / Cooler; SS 2-Tier Counter Top Pizza Oven;
Chambers 4-Burner Propane Stove / Range; (4) Donut Filling Machines; Manitowoc SS
Ice Machine 30” Wide; American SS Comm’l. Dishwasher w/ “L- Shaped” Tables; Butcher
Block Top Work Table; Refrigerated Deli Case Cabinet; 7° Butcher Block Work Table;
Holman Comm’l. Conveyor Toaster; FMA & Chefmate SS Meat Slicers; Many SS Work
Tables, Asst. Sizes; Many Sheet Pans; Dining Tables & Chairs; Rolling Sheet Pan Bakery
Racks; Lg. Plastic Rolling Food Containers; Many Wire Shelf Sets; Sheet Pans, Muffin Pans,
Baking Pans, Cupcake Pans, Cake Mold Pans; Scales; Rolling Tray Rack; Schaer Espresso
Machine; Comm’l. Juicer; Curtis Gemine & Bunn Commercial Coffee Makers; Curtis Ice
Tea Dispenser Machine; Fetco Tea Brewing Machine; Comm’l. Vitamix Mixer w/ Cover /
Guard; Otis Spunkmeyer SS Cookie Oven; Knick Knack Items; Lg. Qty. Of New Paper
Goods; Some Neat Tin Bakery Signs And Decorative Signs; Many Quality Items; Restaurant
And Bakery Full!; Timed Online Bidding Only Auction. Come To The Preview, L ook

And Make Your Bids. Soft Close Bidding In Effect. For More Details And To Register
To Bid Refer To www.manasseauctions.com or www.proxibid.com/manasse;_IN Person
Previews: Saturday, September 14, 9AM-1PM Or Monday, September 16, 1PM-5PM.
Terms: Cash, Good Check Or Credit/Debit Card. 16% Buyers Premium, 3% Discount For
Buyers Paying By Cash Or Check. Payment Must Be Done On Day Of Pickup Or Before.
Pickup- Removal: Tuesday, September 17, 9AM-4PM And Wednesday, September 18,
9AM-4PM. These (2) Days Only For Pickup. If You Can’t Make It To The Above Days For
Pickup, Please Do Not Bid In The Auction. Auction Co. Does Not Do Or Assist With Shipping.

Forklift Onsite.

Auctioneers Note: The Owners Have Decided To Discontinue Their Successful Business To
Pursue Other Interests. These Are Quality Items! Everything Was Being Used Until 1 Month

Ago - Come Take A Look!

Visit Our Website For More Details, Terms & Pictures @ www.manasseauctions.com
Live Interactive Online Or Pre/Absentee Bidding Through www.Proxibid.com/manasse

Auctioneers & Licensed Real Estate Brokers
Licensed Real Estate Brokers In NY & PA

In Our 59th Year In Business Conducting All Types Of Auctions!

607-692-4540 / 1-800-MANASSE

Whitney Point, N.Y. 13862

Www.manasseauctions.com

Netanyahu demands
open-ended control
of Gaza-Egypt border

By JOSEF FEDERMAN
Associated Press
JERUSALEM  —  Israe-
li Prime Minister Benjamin

on Israel.

“Gaza must be demilitarized,
and this can only happen if the
Philadelphi corridor remains
under firm control,” he said,

Netanyahu said Wednesday
that Israel must keep
open-ended  control

of Gaza’s border with
Egypt, digging in on
his stance on an issue
that has threatened to
derail cease-fire ef-
forts.

Netanyahu’s com-
ments came as the

claiming Israeli troops
had discovered dozens
of tunnels under the

border.
He said Israel would
only consider with-

drawing from the cor-
ridor when presented
with an alternative
force to police it.

United States is devel-
oping a new proposal
for a cease-fire and hostage
release, hoping to break a long
deadlock and bring an end to
the nearly 11-month-old war.

The question of Israeli con-
trol of the Philadelphi corridor
— a narrow strip of land along
Gaza’s border with Egypt,
seized by troops in May — has
become a central obstacle in the
talks. Hamas has demanded an
eventual full Israeli withdrawal
from Gaza in the multi-phase
truce deal.

Egypt, a mediator in the talks
along with the U.S. and Qatar,
has also demanded a concrete
timeline for Israeli troops to
leave the Philadelphi corri-
dor. And on Wednesday, the
United Arab Emirates, which
established formal ties with Is-
rael in the 2020 Abraham Ac-
cords, also criticized the Israeli
stance.

Speaking to foreign journal-
ists, Netanyahu repeated his
stance that [srael must maintain
its hold on the border to pre-
vent Hamas from rearming by
smuggling weapons into Gaza.
He said it was a vital part of the
war goal of ensuring Hamas
cannot repeat its Oct. 7 attack

Netanyahu

“Bring me anyone
who will actually show
us ... that they can actually pre-
vent the recurrence” of smug-
gling, he said. “I don’t see that
happening right now. And until
that happens, we’re there.”

Families of remaining hos-
tages have stepped up their de-
mands that he agree to a deal
after Hamas killed six hostages
last week as Israeli troops ap-
peared to be moving to rescue
them. In angry public state-
ments, hostage families have
accused Netanyahu of blocking
a deal and potentially sacrific-
ing their loved ones’ lives for
the sake of holding the border
strip. Hundreds of thousands of
Israelis have taken to the streets
in recent days, calling for a deal
and saying time is running out
to bring home the hostages
alive.

Netanyahu pushed back
against the pressure, saying
his stance was necessary to
“ensure Hamas doesn’t pose a
threat to Israel.”

“I can understand the tor-
ment of families,” he said. “But
the responsibility of leaders is
not merely to share the senti-
ment, the emotion, but also to
exercise judgment.”

LEGALS

CORTLAND COUNTY
LEGAL NOTICE
The Cortland Housing Authority is accepting bids from qualified contractors for PEST
EXTERMINATION in our housing units for a 3-year contract. If interested, stop in at the
Cortland Housing Authority at 42 Church St. for a bid packet. Or email
Iboyce@cortlandha.com to request a packet.
Bids must be received by 3:30 pm on 9/20/24.

CORTLAND COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

ON THE MARK BUILDERS LLC Atrts of
Org. filed SSNY 7/15/2024 Cortland Co.
SSNY design agent for process & shall
mail to ZENBUSINESS INC. 41 STATE
ST #112 ALBANY, NY 12207 General
Purpose

CORTLAND COUNTY

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
Notice of formation of COURTNEY M
RIVERS NP IN FAMILY HEALTH PLLC.
Articles of Organization filed with
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY)
on 08/07/2024. County: Cortland. SSNY
designated as agent of PLLC upon whom
process against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process to 7 Douglas
St, Cortland, NY 13045-1603. Purpose:
to engage in any and all business for
which PLLCs may be formed under the
New York PLLC Law.

CORTLAND COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Notice of Formation of Eleven Thirty
Holdings LLC. Articles of Organization
filed with Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) on 08/05/2024. Office location:
Cortland County. SSNY designated as
agent of Limited Liability Company
(LLC) upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY should mail
process to SSNY: PO Box 587,
Cortland, New York 13045. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose.

BUYING?
SELLING?

Check the Classifieds!

CORTLAND COUNTY
BID NOTICE

The Board of Trustees of Tompkins
Cortland Community College, Counties of
Tompkins and Cortland (in accordance
with section 103 of Article 5A of the
General Municipal Law) hereby invite the
submission of
Sealed Bids on:
(3) Instructional Vacuum
Demonstration Systems
Sealed Bids will be received until 2:00
pm local time on September 18, 2024 in
the Purchasing Office at Tompkins
Cortland Community College in Dryden,
New York at which time they will be
publicly opened. Specifications and bid
forms may be obtained from the
Purchasing Office at Tompkins Cortland
Community College in Dryden, New York,
kpc@tompkinscortland.edu .
The Board of Trustees hereby reserves
the right to waive irregularities and accept
or reject any bid or any part of any bid.
Submit Sealed Bids according to the
General Instructions to:
Tompkins Cortland Community College
Purchasing
170 North Street
P.O. Box 139
Dryden, New York 13053

CORTLAND COUNTY
FORECLOSURE NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

COUNTY OF CORTLAND

JOHN LEE PAULSON,

- against -

GENELLE DARLING, TOWN OF CORTLANDVILLE,
SECOND ROUND SUB, LLC, LVNV FUNDING LLC,

Defendants.

Plaintiff,

X Index No. EF23-503

REFEREE'S
NOTICE OF SALE
IN FORECLOSURE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to a judgment of foreclosure and sale in the above
captioned action, dated August 8, 2024, and entered in the office of the Clerk of the Coun
Cortland on August 20, 2024, |, Elisabeth Barker, Esqg., the undersigned Referee named i
said judgment, will sell in one parcel at public auction on October 9, 2024 at 10:00 a.m.,
the Cortland County Courthouse at 46 Greenbush Street, Cortland, New York 1304&
premises described in said judgment and set forth below. All persons in attendance will k
required to wear a mask and practice social distancing. The premises shall be sold subjer
any state of facts an accurate survey would show; and to covenants, restrictions, reserval
easements and agreements of record, if any, and any violations thereof; and to building
restrictions and zoning ordinances of the town or municipality in which said mortgaged
premises are situate, if any, and any violations thereof; and to conditional bills of sale, sec
agreements and financing statements filed in connection with said mortgaged premises, i
but only to the extent that any of the foregoing are not barred or foreclosed by this action;
to existing tenancies, if any, except such tenants who are parties Defendant to this action
to assessments, water charges and sewer rents, if any, affecting the premises, to the exte
permitted by law. The premises also shall be sold subject to the rights, if any, of the Unite
States of America pursuant to Title 28, Section 2410 of the United States Code. The
purchaser shall be required to pay all applicable local and State transfer taxes, deed stan
other taxes or recording fees due in connection with the transfer of the mortgaged premis
Current real estate property taxes shall be adjusted as of the date of closing.

Dated: August 26, 2024

Location of property:

7 Hicks Hill Rd.

Village of McGraw, Town of Cortlandville
Cortland County, State of New York

Tax Map No. 88.14-01-06.000

THIS ACTION IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

X

Elisabeth A. Barker, Referee

Attorneys for Plaintiff:

Coughlin & Gerhart, LLP.

Samuel M. Blakley, Esq.

P.O. Box 2039, Binghamton, NY 13902
Tel. 607-723-9511
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