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Expect creativity, 
chalk and lots of 
colors at the Arts 
off Main Festival 
set for Aug. 3 
in Cortland. 
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By JACK LAKOWSKY
Staff Reporter

jlakowsky@cortlandstandard.com
A pair of pickleballers 

whacked a ball back and forth 
Wednesday afternoon at Randall 
Park in Cortland, working up 
sweats in the humidity.

The pickleball courts, which 
opened last week, have been 
used well, their opening well-at-
tended and enthusiastically wel-
comed, city officials say. Reno-
vating the bathrooms is next, 
and Cortland’s Common Coun-
cil voted unanimously Tuesday 
to seek a grant for them.

Youth Bureau Director An-
drea Piedigrossi said pickle-
ballers have been some of the 
loudest proponents of the ongo-
ing Randall Park Improvement 
Project, which included the 
pickleball courts.

“They’ve been busy every 
day,” Piedigrossi said Wednes-
day. Pickleballer ages vary 
widely, from a 6-year-old to a 
90-year-old.

But if you play a long enough 
game, you might need the toi-
let. And the one at Randall Park 
needs a makeover, city officials 
say. Dents pock the door, its 
paint peeled. The drinking foun-
tain sports a crust of lime and the 
whole place smells like mildew.

To fix up the restrooms and 
a host of other improvements, 
the city needs a $675,000 grant 
from the state, which comes 
with at least a 25% match — 
about $170,000.

The city of Cortland wants to 
renovate the bathroom facility 
as part of Phase 2 of the Ran-

dall Park Improvement project, 
Piedigrossi said Wednesday, es-
pecially to make it more Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act com-
pliant.

“Once the bathroom’s done, 
I’d say we’re about 40% 
through,” Piedigrossi said.

The city can defray costs by 
doing work itself, including 
helping remove the building, 
installing some plumbing and 
electrical, she said. “We have 
great guys on our DPW staff that 

can tackle that work.”
Ahead, large price tags still 

loom. Piedigrossi said the city 
might add indoor lacrosse to the 
park, priced about $350,000 in 
2022.

“Lighting for the softball field 
was about $180,000,” Piedi-
grossi said. “I believe the pick-
leball court lights were about 
$80,000.”

Prices for new playground 
equipment vary greatly depend-
ing on what you get, she said. 

Also, the city has to work with 
the city school district to replace 
the playground equipment. 
Randall Middle School’s play-
ground is next to the city park.

When and if the city takes 
these next steps depends on 
available grants, the director 
said.

“Money is a factor, but the 
sky’s the limit,” Piedigrossi said. 
“If we think we can achieve it, 
we’ll go for it.”

Jack Lakowsky/Staff Reporter 
A drinking fountain in the bathroom at Randall Park is discolored with lime and crusted with 
limescale. The city seeks a grant to renovate the outbuilding.

City seeks $675K for 2nd 
phase of Randall Park work

See TRUMP page 6

By JACK LAKOWSKY
Staff Reporter

jlakowsky@cortlandstandard.com
The adoption of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act 34 years ago was the 

start of improvement, but not the end, 
Cortland County’s leading advocate 
said as she discussed its upcoming cel-
ebration.

“This is a landmark piece of legis-
lation that allows people like me to 
live independent lives,” said Alex 
Mikowski, Access to Independence’s 
executive director. “Before the ADA 
someone in a wheelchair was denied 
access.”

Access to Independence will host its 
annual ADA Celebration 1 to 3:30 p.m. 
July 26 at Suggett Park in Cortland.

“This day is all about reflecting and 
building upon the work done, and see-
ing we have a shockingly long way to 
go,” Mikowksi said.

Free ice cream goes to the first 100 
participants, who can pick up a craft ac-
tivity as they pass the tables of the agen-
cies and nonprofits, Mikowski said.

Access to Independence works to 
make public and private infrastructure 
more accessible, navigable and less 

hazardous. To that end, it recently got a 
$2,500 grant to improve adaptive tech-
nology at rural voting sites.

“If you need a ballot read to you and 
a site has one machine, that could take 
maybe 20 minutes,” Mikowski said, de-
laying other voters.

Polling sites must meet basic require-
ments, like level doorways to allow 

ADA event notes 34 years of progress — and stagnation

By MICHAEL BIESECKER,
MARTHA BELLISLE, 

JIM MUSTIAN
and PETER SMITH

Associated Press
BETHEL PARK, Pa. — After 

three days, an enigmatic por-
trait emerged of the 20-year-old 
man who came close to killing 
former President Donald Trump 
with a high-velocity bullet: He 
was an intelligent loner with few 
friends, an apparently thin so-
cial media footprint and no hints 
of strong political beliefs that 
would suggest a motive for an 
attempted assassination.

Even after the FBI cracked 

into Thomas Matthew Crooks’ 
cellphone, scoured his com-
puter, home and car, and inter-
viewed more than 100 
people, the mystery of 
why he opened fire on 
Trump’s rally Satur-
day, wounding the GOP 
nominee, remained as 
elusive as the moment 
it happened.

“He sat by himself, 
didn’t talk to any-
one, didn’t even try to 
make conversation,” 
said 17-year-old Liam 
Campbell, echoing the com-
ments of classmates who re-

membered the shooter in this 
quiet community outside of 
Pittsburgh. “He was an odd kid,” 

but nothing about him 
seemed dangerous, he 
added. “Just a normal 
person who seemed 
like he didn’t like talk-
ing to people.”

So far, there has been 
no public disclosure 
the shooter left any 
writings, suicide note, 
social media screed or 
any other indicator ex-
plaining his reasons for 

targeting Trump. A law enforce-
ment official briefed on the on-

going investigation told The As-
sociated Press on condition of 
anonymity that Crooks’ phone 
had not immediately yielded any 
meaningful clues related to mo-
tive, or whether he acted alone 
or with others.

Crooks’ political leanings 
were also murky. Crooks was 
registered as a Republican in 
Pennsylvania, but federal cam-
paign finance reports also show 
he gave $15 to a progressive po-
litical action committee on Jan. 
20, 2021, the day Democratic 
President Joe Biden was sworn 

Three days after attempted assassination, 
Trump shooter remains an elusive enigma

AP Photo/Seth Wenig
Legacy Garner, Eric Garner’s youngest daughter, center, 
marches with family and supporters during an event to 
memorialize Eric Garner in Staten Island, Wednesday. 

Garner honored 
on 10th anniversary 
of chokehold death

By KAREN MATTHEWS 
and CEDAR ATTANASIO

 Associated Press
NEW YORK — Ten years 

after Eric Garner ’s death at the 
hands of New York City police 
officers made “I can’t breathe” 
a rallying cry, loved ones on 
Wednesday remembered his 
life and legacy.

“I want people to remember 
him and remember that he was 
the one that helped get laws 
changed, that helped imple-
ment laws, who was the sac-
rificial lamb and that, because 
of him, others have benefited,” 
said Gwen Carr, Garner’s 
mother, at the start of a march 
on Staten Island, the borough 
where her son died.

A few dozen Garner family 
members, friends, and activist 
supporters marched to a park 
that sits between the sidewalk 
where he was killed and a 
street that now bears his name 
— Eric Garner Way. As thou-
sands of protesters have done 
over the past decade, they re-
peated some of his last words: 
“I can’t breathe.”

Bystander video showed 
Garner gasping the phrase on 
July 17, 2014, while locked in a 
police chokehold. The record-
ing spurred Black Lives Mat-
ter protests in New York and 
across the country. More dem-
onstrations followed weeks 
later when Michael Brown, an 

18-year-old Black man, was 
fatally shot by a police officer 
in Ferguson, Missouri, on Aug. 
9, 2014.

Six years later, George Floyd 
was recorded uttering the exact 
same words as he begged for 
air while a white Minneapolis 
police officer pressed his knee 
into Floyd’s neck, killing him 
and sparking a new wave of 
mass protests.

Carr noted that since her 
son’s death, there has been an 
increase in the use of video 
cameras by police. In 2020, 
New York lawmakers passed 
the Eric Garner Anti-Choke-
hold Act, which removed legal 
ambiguities in official police 
conduct by creating a felony 
crime of strangulation by peace 
officers that causes injury or 
death. Officer Daniel Panta-
leo, who restrained Garner, 
was fired in 2019, but never 
charged with a crime.

A decade after Garner’s 
death, Carr remembers his love 
of Christmas, regrets times 
she’d yelled at him, and said 
she has days when she can’t 
find the strength to get out of 
bed. At the park on Wednesday, 
Carr and her family — includ-
ing some of Garner’s children 
— enjoyed a cookout as people 
from around the neighborhood 
gathered in a blocked-off street 

See GARNER, page 6

ADA celebration
WHEN: 1 to 3:30 p.m. July 26
WHERE: Suggett Park, Cortland
WHY: Acknowledgement of the 34th 
anniversary of the passage of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act 

‘We have a 
shockingly long 

way to go’

s

See ADA, page 6

Crooks



	 Published Tuesday through Saturday (holi-
days excepted). Periodicals postage paid at 
Cortland, New York.
	 Cortland Standard Printing Co., owner and 
publisher. Office and principal place of busi-
ness: 110 Main St., Cortland, New York. Evan 
C. Geibel, President, and Jennifer L. Geibel, 
Secretary, 799 NY-222, Cortland, NY. Ste-
phen A. Geibel, Treasurer, 31 Prospect Terr., 
Cortland, NY. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to the mail address, CORTLAND 
STANDARD, P.O. Box 5548, Cortland, New 
York 13045-5548. Telephone for all depart-
ments is 607-756-5665.
	 The Cortland Standard is a member of the 

Associated Press. The Associated Press is 
exclusively entitled to the use for republica-
tion of all news dispatches created to it or 
not otherwise credited in this paper and also 
the local news published herein. All rights of 
republication of special dispatches herein are 
also reserved.
	 The Cortland Standard assumes no finan-
cial responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertisements, but will reprint that part of 
any advertisement in which a typographical 
error occurs. Advertisers will please notify the 
management immediately of any error which 
may occur. We reserve the right to reject any 
advertisement.

Local Extended

Precipitation

Skies Today

Saturday: Sunny, with a high 
near 80.

Saturday night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 57.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 80.

Sunday night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 58.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 82.

Monday night: Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 61.

Tuesday: A chance of showers 
and thunderstorms. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 81. Chance of 
precipitation is 40%.

Rest of today: Mostly sun-
ny, with a high near 75. A low 
around 52. Northwest wind 
around 5 mph becoming calm in 
the evening.

Friday: Sunny, with a high 
near 77. Calm wind becoming 
northwest around 6 mph in the 
morning.

Friday night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 55.
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ALBANY (AP) — Here are the winning numbers selected 
Wednesday in the New York State Lottery:

Numbers: Midday: 7-0-6, Evening: 1-2-2; WinFour: Midday: 
2-0-2-2, Evening: 9-4-0-6; Pick 10: 2-12-16-18-19-22-25-26-30-
31-34-37-39-48-53-54-56-59-69-72; Take Five: Midday: 14-16-31-
37-38, Evening: 14-19-24-28-29; Cash4Life: 5-17-28-43-54, Cash 
Ball: 4, Lotto: 3-33-38-45-52-58, Bonus: 39, Powerball: 24-27-32-
47-66, Power Ball: 26, Power Play: 2

CHERRY KNOLL
FARM

PERFETTI’S U-PICK
Monday-Friday 9AM-7PM

Saturday 9AM-4PM
Sunday 10AM-3PM

For Picking Conditions
CALL 849-6886

3426 Hoxie Gorge Freetown Rd.,
Marathon

RT. 11 SOUTH, LEFT ON HOXIE 
GORGE RD., 3 MI. UP THE HILL

One Stop Shop for all your wine & liquor needs

15% OFF
YOUR WINE
PURCHASE

EXCLUDES BOXED WINES
MUST PRESENT COUPON.

NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY 
OTHER SALE OR DISCOUNT.

EXPIRES 7/31/24

20% OFF
CASES OF WINE

EXPIRES 7/31/24

1112 NYS Rte. 222 (Behind Burger King)
(607) 753-8575 • Mon-Sat 9AM to 9PM

ANY 12 BOTTLE CASE OF 750 ML
OR 6 BOTTLE CASE OF 1.5 LITER

MIX OR MATCH
MUST PRESENT COUPON.

       NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY  
OTHER SALE OR DISCOUNT.

Alice Smith Diliello
Alice Smith Diliello, aged 94, passed 

away peacefully, reuniting with her be-
loved husband, Frank Diliello.

Alice was a devoted mother to her 
daughters, Linda Diliello and Laura 
Renne, who lovingly cared for her in her 
later years. She was a cherished grand-
mother to Zachary (Kimberly) and Vincent 
Renne, and a proud great-grandmother 
to Zander Renne.

With an extraordinary green thumb, 
Alice created sprawling gardens and en-
joyed weekends at the farmer’s market. She had a special 
fondness for Skaneateles, NY, and its fashion offerings. Her 
unique style was evident in her home, filled with charming 
antiques and rare finds that made every space unmistak-
ably hers.

Alice’s presence and radiant smile will be deeply missed. 
She is now in a better place, having outlived most of her 
loved ones and friends, and is reunited with her family in 
eternal peace. Her legacy of love and creativity will continue 
to inspire all who knew her.

Louise Ann Withey
Louise Ann Withey, 93, formerly South West St., Hom-

er, passed away following an extended illness on July 15, 
2024, in the Groton Nursing Facility.

A lifelong area resident, she was born December 14, 
1930, in Sempronius, the daughter of the late Otto and Flor-
ence Bigsby Hammon.

Over the years, Louise had worked at Smith Corona, 
Bob’s BBQ and the Little Treat Shop in Polkville. She was a 
founding member, along with her husband, Ellis Withey, of 
the Cortland Antique Car Club.

Surviving is her daughter, Marjorie L. (Richard) Jenney of 
Virgil; her son, David E. (Arlen) Withey of Groton; daughter-
in-law, Nancy Withey of Homer; a sister, Anna Wetherell of 
Navasota, TX; eight grandchildren, nine great grandchil-
dren and several nieces, nephews and cousins.

Louise was predeceased by her husband, Ellis G. With-
ey in 2019; two sons, Donald C. Withey in 2022; Dale W. 
Withey in 2023; a sister, Nancy Bowman; two brothers, Otto 
‘Red’ Harmon and John Hammon.

Calling hours will be held on Tuesday, July 23, 2024, from 
noon to 2 p.m. at the Donald L. Barber Funeral Home, 5016 
US Route 11, Homer. Interment in Glenwood Cemetery, 
Homer, will be held privately and at the convenience of the 
family.

Memorial contributions in Mrs. Withey’s name may di-
rected to the Homeville Museum, PO Box 162, Homer, NY 
13077.

Memorial condolences for the family may be left at www.
DonaldLBarberFuneralHome.com.
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Dems consider expelling Menendez 
from Senate after bribe conviction

Courtesy Tony Cavallaro via AP
This undated photo, provided by Tony Cavallaro, shows his 
750-pound alligator, Albert, in Cavallaro’s personal enclo-
sure, in Hamburg.

AP Photo/Larry Neumeister
Sen. Bob Menendez, D-N.J., leaves federal court following 
the day’s proceedings in his bribery trial, Tuesday, in New 
York.

Alligator’s owner 
sues NY agency 
to get pet back

By STEPHEN GROVES
 Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Sen. Bob 
Menendez has shown no sign 
he will voluntarily resign from 
the Senate following his convic-
tion on bribery charges, leaving 
Democratic senators contem-
plating an expulsion effort to 
force him from office.

While Menendez, a New Jer-
sey Democrat, has six months 
remaining in his term, Demo-
crats have made clear they don’t 
want him in office any longer. 
Within minutes of the guilty 
verdict on Tuesday, Senate Ma-
jority Leader Chuck Schumer 
called for his resignation and 
New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy, 
who would name Menendez’s 
replacement, said that the Sen-
ate should expel Menendez if he 
refused to step down.

Expulsion, which requires a 
two-thirds majority, is an ex-
ceedingly rare step in the Sen-
ate. 

The last time it was even seri-
ously considered by the cham-
ber was almost 30 years ago, 
and only 15 senators — almost 
all during the Civil War — have 
ever been expelled.

Still, senators are preparing to 
make the push.

“He must stand up now and 
leave the Senate. He must do 
that, and if he refuses to do that, 
many of us, but I will lead that 
effort to make sure he is re-
moved from the Senate,” Sen. 
Cory Booker, New Jersey’s 

other Democratic senator, told 
MSNBC late Tuesday. “That is 
the right thing to do. That is the 
just thing to do.”

After a jury found Menendez, 
70, guilty of accepting bribes of 
gold and cash from three New 
Jersey businessmen and acting 
as a foreign agent for the Egyp-
tian government, the senator did 
not comment on his political 
plans in brief remarks as he left 
the courthouse. But he vowed to 
appeal the verdict.

“I have never violated my 
public oath. I have never been 
anything but a patriot of my 
country and for my country,” 
Menendez told reporters.

It was a familiar refrain from 
Menendez, who has taken a defi-
ant stand ever since he was first 
indicted in September last year.

While under indictment, 
Menendez stepped down as 
chair of the powerful Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, 
but continued to attend classi-
fied briefings — a move that 
irked his fellow senators. 

And while they mostly os-
tracized him in the day-to-day 
workings of the Senate and over 
half of the Senate Democratic 
caucus called for his resigna-
tion, there was little they could 
do to force him from office, es-
pecially when Schumer main-

tained that Menendez should get 
his day in court.

Now that Schumer has urged 
Menendez to resign, there will 
be a concerted effort to put as 
much pressure as possible on 
Menendez to voluntarily step 
aside. That started Tuesday as 
the Senate Ethics Committee 
released a statement saying that 
it would “promptly” complete 
an investigation into Menendez 
that started when he was first 
indicted. The committee also 
made it clear that recommend-
ing expulsion to the Senate was 
on the table.

In the meantime, any indi-
vidual senator could move to 
hold a snap vote on expulsion 
for Menendez, though that effort 
could be blocked by an objec-
tion from any other senator — 
including Menendez himself.

That means that many in the 
Senate will likely wait for the 
ethics committee to release its 
recommendation.

In the past, an expulsion rec-
ommendation from the panel 
has been enough for disgraced 
senators to voluntarily resign. 
In 1982, the panel recommend-
ed that former Sen. Harrison 
A. Williams, Jr., a New Jersey 
Democrat, be expelled and he 
resigned before it went to a vote 
in the full Senate. In 1995, Sen. 
Robert W. Packwood, an Or-
egon Republican, announced he 
would resign just a day after the 
committee released its recom-
mendation.

By CAROLYN THOMPSON 
Associated Press

BUFFALO — An upstate New 
York man whose 750-pound al-
ligator was seized is suing the 
state Department of Environ-
mental Conservation in an ef-
fort to get him back, saying the 
agency was wrong not to renew 
a license for the pet he looked 
after for more than 30 years.

Conservation officers entered 
Tony Cavallaro’s home in the 
Buffalo suburb of Hamburg in 
March, sedated the 11-foot al-
ligator named Albert, taped his 
mouth shut and drove off with 
him, saying Cavallaro’s license 
to keep the reptile expired in 
2021 and hadn’t been renewed.

In his lawsuit filed with the 
state Supreme Court, Cavallaro 
says the agency’s denial of his 
license wasn’t “factually based,” 
his attorney, Peter Kooshoian, 
said Tuesday.

“We’re hoping that he will get 
his license to have the animal 
reinstated, and from there we’d 
like to either negotiate or litigate 
to have the animal brought back 
to Mr. Cavallaro because we feel 
that he should have had a valid li-
cense at the time, as he’d had for 

the last 30 years,” Kooshoian said.
The DEC does not comment 

on pending litigation, a spokes-
man said via email when asked 
for a response to the claims. It 
previously said Albert’s enclo-
sure didn’t sufficiently ensure 
that he would not come into 
contact with people, and that the 
alligator was afflicted by “blind-
ness in both eyes and spinal 
complications” — conditions 
Cavallaro disputes.

Officers’ seizure of the alliga-
tor, caught on video, and Caval-
laro’s videos and photos of him 
petting and kissing Albert in the 
custom indoor pool he built led 
to an outpouring of support for 
the duo. “Bring Albert Home” 
signs still dot some neighbor-
hood lawns and more than 4,500 
followers keep up with Caval-
laro’s efforts on Facebook.

“I’m hoping we get this thing 
resolved. That’s all I can do,” 
Cavallaro said of the decision to 
sue. “It’s overwhelming me.”

Cavallaro bought the Ameri-
can alligator at an Ohio reptile 
show in 1990 when Albert was 
two months old. He considers 
him an emotional support ani-
mal and “gentle giant.”
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City seeks grant for new fire trucks
Jack Lakowsky/Staff Reporter 

The Cortland Fire Department’s older, secondary ladder truck, seen here after some cleaning Monday, is years overdue for 
replacement. A closer look reveals rust and other wear.

Bike rodeo to teach road, bike safety to children

Ladder is 30 years 
old; other vehicle faces 

retirement in 6 years
s

McGraw Lions Club to sponsor event for first time
By MARGARET MELLOTT

Staff Reporter
mmellott@cortlandstandard.com
Step one: Helmet — check. 

Step two: Bike — check. Step 
three: Learn the hand signs for 
safe biking on the road. Then, 
hit the course.

The McGraw Lions Club, 
which does community service, 
along with the Cortland County 
Health Department and county 
Youth Bureau will host a bike 
rodeo from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday at the County Office 
Building, 60 Central Ave., Cor-
tland.

The city of Cortland Police 
Department, city Youth Bureau 

and Action Sports, a bicycle 
shop in Cortland, will also help 
with the event, which is meant 
for children ages 5 to 12 and 
their families. Parents must sign 
in with their child upon arrival.

“We’re hoping for 20 to 25 
(participants),” said Sharon Mc-
Neil, McGraw Lions Club bike 
rodeo committee chair. “The 
way we look at it, those are 20 
to 25 kids that have something 
to do on a weekend and learning 
about how to be safe and ride 
that bike through the streets so 
your parents don’t worry.”

Before children start the 
course, their helmets will be 
checked and fitted, using the 

2-V-1 method: two fingers 
should fit between the eyebrows 
and bottom of the helmet, the 
side straps should form a V be-
low the ears and only one finger 
should fit between the chin and 
the strap. If a helmet is too dam-
aged, kids will be given a new 
one. The helmets, which are in 
limited supply, are sponsored by 
the Governor’s Traffic and Safe-
ty Committee and the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration.

“We educate on the proper fit 
of the helmet,” said ReBecca 
Main, Cortland County public 
health programs manager and 
Youth Bureau director. “These 

children are wearing helmets, 
but they’re (improperly fit hel-
mets) going to fall off their 
heads and their heads are go-
ing to smash, even if the helmet 
stays on.”

For the bike safety check, 
Main uses the ABC method: 
air, brakes and chains. Is there 
enough air in the tires? Are the 
brakes fully functional? Are the 
chains oiled?

The event will also give away 
about 20 water bottles with free 
books from the Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library at the Cor-
tland Free Library and on-site 
vision screening — these extras 
come from the efforts of the Mc-

Graw Lions Club.
This is the club’s first time 

hosting a bike rodeo, but Presi-
dent Mary Clancy Talbot, said it 
aligns well with its mission.

“Our main goal, for the past 
20 years that I know, has been 
vision,” Clancy Talbot said. 
“Our main mission has been 
vision screening. We do vision 
screening at all the schools, the 
local schools, every fall.”

Children who don’t pass the 
screening will be advised to visit 
an eye doctor for further testing. 
For parents unable to afford the 
cost of prescription glasses, the 
McGraw Lions Club has pro-
vided financial assistance. The 

club has helped 30 children get 
glasses, Clancy Talbot said.

The club has five objectives:
n Vision and eye-care ser-

vices.
n Diabetes, both Type 1 and 

Type 2, services.
n Preventing hunger.
n Protecting the environment.
n Childhood cancer research 

and services.
“Those are our five pillars, but 

we’re not limited to that,” said 
Maureen McDermott-Mulherin, 
club secretary.

“Those five pillars, it’s just 
community service,” McNeil 
said. “It’s just things to help the 
community, like the bike rodeo.”

By JACK LAKOWSKY
Staff Reporter

jlakowsky@cortlandstandard.com
The city of Cortland Fire Department’s 

back-up ladder truck, the larger type of fire-
fighting apparatus, will mark its 30th anniver-
sary with Cortland next year.

Time to retire, officials say.
To pay for a new $1.2 million ladder truck 

the Cortland Common Council unanimously 
authorized an application Tuesday for $1 mil-
lion from the Small Cities Community Devel-
opment Block Grant Facilities Program. If it 
gets the money, the city would cover the re-
maining $200,000.

“Some real tough math here,” Mayor Scott 
Steve said in the council’s meeting Tuesday.

While the ladder truck works fine, depart-
ment officials said, it’s well past due for re-
placement, acquired by the department from 
Ithaca in 1995.

The city also seeks to start putting money 
toward replacing one of its smaller fire en-

gines, called a pumper, without a ladder. Or-
dering the truck early allows the city to avoid 
inflation, and the city will likely bond for the 
money, Steve said Wednesday.

In all, the two trucks will cost about $2.9 
million.

“This would put us on a good trajectory, 
once we did that, if we spread it out over five 
years,” Steve said. “Buy the ladder truck now, 
and spread out the second one afterwards, it 
would put us on a good trajectory to maintain 
a good plan again and not be stuck in a crisis 
where we’re spending a lot of money getting 
vehicles fixed.”

“It’s getting harder to find parts for it,” 
Fire Chief Wayne Friedman said of the lad-
der truck Tuesday, and at a certain point, parts 
will be impossible to find.

“We’d like to be ahead of the game instead 
of behind,” Friedman said. That’s why the 
department, and the city, are beginning to get 
into a long-term plan of regular equipment re-
placement.

Once, Friedman said, when the department 
acquired a piece of equipment, a truck or lad-
der or engine, it kept the vehicle in service un-
til it just couldn’t be serviced, anymore. But 
when that happens, the vehicle has no resale 
value and the city may not have prepared or 

saved for the new purchase.
The city is now moving into that long-term 

planning, Friedman said. Engines and trucks 
might have an expected 20-year-life span. A 
ladder similar to what he seeks might last 30 
years, which is the situation he’s in now.

“That’s 30 years old and the service life 
should be no more than that,” Friedman said.

Alderperson Seth Thompson (D-5th Ward) 
said he wanted to see a plan of how the city 
would cover costs beyond the grant, for trans-
parency’s sake. He said the city should do all 
it can to prevent grant funding from eating 
into operational funds.

Department Deputy Chief Derek Reynolds 
said the department developed a comprehen-
sive plan expecting the department to replace 
a piece of apparatus every five years or so. 
Reynolds said the department bought the 
ladder truck for $10,000. It’s now spending 
$20,000 a year just to keep it certified.

The other, smaller engine is due for replace-
ment in 2030, Reynolds said.

“We’re trying to offset these things a little 
bit,” Reynolds said. “As far as where to come 
up with the money, we’re doing everything 
we can, grant funding and things like that.”

By LILY BYRNE
Staff Reporter

lbyrne@cortlandstandard.com
The Cortland YMCA is 

receiving help from the 
YMCA of Ithaca and Tomp-
kins County, and even they 
don’t know if it’s permanent.

Two years ago, the Cort-
land YMCA CEO left, and 
the board entered into a man-
agement agreement with the 
Central New York YMCAs, 
which has now ended, said 
Senior Program Director 
Gina Cusano-McLaughlin.

“It’s not technically a 
management agreement with 
Ithaca,” Cusano-McLaugh-
lin said this week. “It’s them 
coming over to help us re-
ally get back on our feet, get 
more members in the build-
ing and be more of the com-
munity staple that this once 
was.”

“This partnership will 
serve to provide CEO support 
according to Y-USA guide-
lines to the Cortland YMCA 
as it continues to serve its 
community,” a news release 
from the Ithaca YMCA says. 
“The Ithaca YMCA will also 
provide guidance and assist 
with grant opportunities, 
philanthropy, and member-
ship growth initiatives.”

The only difference mem-
bers will notice is seeing two 
new faces around the Cort-
land YMCA: Christie Thorn-
ton, CEO of the YMCA of 
Ithaca and Tompkins Coun-
ty, and Director of Opera-
tions and Development Gun-
nar Madison.

“They’re going to be 
working behind the scenes 
with human resources, and 
making sure bills are stream-
lined and things are paid 
timely,” Cusano-McLaugh-
lin said.

The end goals of the 
Cortland YMCA are more 
aligned with the goals of the 
Ithaca YMCA, she said.

“It was the result of our 
needs being better deter-

mined, but not being met,” 
she said.

“Cortland is a very small 
town,” she said. “Ithaca 
seems a little bit bigger, but 
Tompkins County as a whole 
seems to be more parallel 
with Cortland. The Ithaca Y 
has a better understanding of 
that, more so than the Central 
Ys do. We are a small town 
community YMCA, Ithaca 
is a small town community 
YMCA. The YMCAs of 
Central New York are not.”

“We are looking forward 
to developing a closer work-
ing relationship with the 
Ithaca YMCA,” said Adam 
Clifford, board president for 
the Cortland YMCA, in a 
release. “Their growth over 
the past few years is inspir-
ing. We think they will bring 
great ideas to the Cortland Y 
and can do a lot to help men-
tor our staff.”

“The Y alliance does re-
quire every Y to have a CEO, 
and we have been without 
a CEO since October of 
2022,” Cusano-McLaughlin 
said. “Now, we are in a six-
month agreement with them 
to then reevaluate. If it ends 
up being permanent, then 
by the Y alliance standards, 
we have to liquidate and be 
absorbed by Ithaca, so then 
it would be the Tompkins 
and Cortland Community 
YMCAs.”

In other news, the Cort-
land YMCA sold the build-
ing next door to it, which 
was previously purchased to 
be knocked down to expand 
the building, add more park-
ing or create an after-school 
program, Cusano-McLaugh-
lin said.

It still owns the 186-187 
Homer Ave. shopping cen-
ter, which houses Dollar 
General and Cortland Re-
Use. 

There were plans to de-
velop the site years ago for 
a new YMCA facility, but 
those fell through.

Cortland PD 
issues scam 
warning

At least one Cortland resident 
received a call from someone 
falsely claiming to be an em-
ployee of the Cortland Police 
Department, asking for money 
in lieu of an arrest. 

In a Facebook post Wednes-
day, Cortland police said the 
department will never request or 
demand any payment for such a 
reason. 

“Please spread the word and 
do not fall victim to these types 
of schemes,” police said. 

Police recommend contacting 
the department about question-
able calls like this and asking for 
a supervisor. 

— Jack Lakowsky

Cortland YMCA
receives support 
from Ithaca Y

Around the towns Police/fire
Cortland Fire 
Dept. gets $50K 
for new hoses

The City of Cortland Fire 
Department can now replace 
its hoses, the oldest of which 
was bought in 1989, with a 
$50,000 Assistance to Fire-
fighters Grant from the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency.

These are hoses the depart-
ment uses to bring water from 
hydrant to fire truck, or from 
truck to truck, Deputy Chief 
Derek Reynolds said in a news 
release.

The department loses five 
lengths of hose a year because 
they fail to meet pressure stan-
dards, Reynolds said.

“With financial support, the 

department will be able to in-
vest in supply/attack, large-
diameter hoses that can with-
stand twice the pressure of the 
current ones,” Reynolds said. 
“This significant upgrade not 
only provides firefighters with 
a tactical advantage, but also 
significantly enhances their 
safety during future opera-
tions.”

Reynolds said the depart-
ment will sell the replaced hose 
at auction, an effort to offset 
the city’s $2,500 match for the 
grant.

— Jack Lakowsky

State funds 
bridge, culvert 
replacement

The state will fund more 
than $9.2 million in bridge 

and culvert work in the great-
er Cortland area through its 
BRIDGE-NY initiative, Gov. 
Kathy Hochul announced July 
11 and state Sen. Lea Webb 
(D-Binghamton) announced 
Wednesday.

The work is part of $23 mil-
lion in her district, which in-
cludes Broome and Tompkins 
counties.

“By enabling counties to 
address these vital needs and 
avoid project delays; we can 
contain costs and save taxpay-
ers money,” Webb said in a re-
lease.

These projects were funded:
n $2.38 million to Cortland 

County to replace Pine Hill 
Road bridge over Hunts Creek.

n $1.5 million to Cortland 
County to replace a Cold 

Brook Road culvert carrying 
Cold Brook Creek.

n $2.49 million to Cort-
landville to replace Hoxie 
Gorge Road bridge over 
Hoxie Creek.

n $1.5 million to Preble to 
replace a Currie Road culvert 
carrying West Branch Tiough-
nioga River.

n $1.33 million to the village 
of Dryden to replace a Union 
Street culvert.

Tompkins 
begins search 
for new admin.

Tompkins County has begun 
the search for its next administra-
tor, the county’s chief executive, 
who will succeed Lisa Holmes, 
who plans to retire at the end of 

the year. The Tompkins County 
Legislature seeks candidates with 
eight to 10 years of administra-
tive and management experience, 
who are consensus-builders, stra-
tegic thinkers, and good commu-
nicators. The administrator works 
with county employees, elected 
officials, community organiza-
tions and the public. The job 
pays $180,000 a year. Tompkins 
County has hired Goodwin Re-
cruiting to assist with the search.

“We’re looking for candidates 
who are eager to continue to le-
verage our new strategic opera-
tions plan to realize our vision of 
all Tompkins County residents 
thriving in a supportive, healthy, 
safe and inclusive environ-
ment,” said Legislature Chair 
Dan Klein (D-Danby, Caro-
line, Ithaca).
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Here’s a sampling of what’s 
going on in the greater Cort-
land area.

MUSIC
July 18: Steve Romer, 7 

p.m., Summer Concert Series 
in Courthouse Park, Court-
house Park, Cortland.

July 20: Raina Sokolov-
Gonzalez, 8 p.m., Center for 
the Arts of Homer.

July 24: Loren & LJ Bar-
rigar, 7 p.m., Homer Village 
Green.

July 25: Taylor Made, 7 
p.m., Summer Concert Series 
in Courthouse Park, Court-
house Park, Cortland.

July 28: Double Chase, 2 to 
5 p.m., Cortland Country Mu-
sic Park, Cortlandville.

July 29: Keb’ Mo’ 8 p.m., 
Center for the Arts of Homer. 
SOLD OUT

July 30: Kathleen Edwards, 
8 p.m., Center for the Arts of 
Homer.

July 31: Raedwald How-
land-Bolton, 7 p.m., Homer 
Village Green.

July 31: The Stick Men, 8 p.m., 
Center for the Arts of Homer.

Aug. 1: Unreal City, 7 p.m., 
Summer Concert Series in 
Courthouse Park, Courthouse 
Park, Cortland.

Aug. 4: 51st annual Bill 
Knowlton’s Bluegrass Ramble 
Picnic, Dwyer Memorial Park, 
Preble.

Aug. 7: Rolling Rust, 7 
p.m., Homer Village Green.

Aug. 8: Molly and the Ring-
walds, 7 p.m., Summer Con-
cert Series in Courthouse Park, 
Courthouse Park, Cortland.

Aug. 8: Al Stewart and The 
Empty Pockets, 8 p.m., Center 
for the Arts of Homer.

Aug. 9: Eric Johnson, 8 
p.m., Center for the Arts of 
Homer.

THEATER
July 17 to July 26: “Wait 

Until Dark.” Little York Pa-
vilion, Dwyer Memorial Park, 
Preble.

July 18-21: “Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang — the Musical,” 7 
p.m. July 18, 19, 20 and 21; 2 

p.m July 20 and 21, Center for 
the Arts of Homer.

July 19 and 20: “Storybook 
Tales,” 11 a.m. July 19; 11 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. July 20, starring the 
Bright Star Touring Co. at Dw-
yer Memorial Park.

July 27: “Mx. Congenial-
ity,” 7:30 p.m., Center for the 
Arts of Homer.

July 31 to Aug. 17: “Beauty 
and the Beast.” Little York Pa-
vilion, Dwyer Memorial Park, 
Preble.

FOR KIDS AND FAMILIES
July 19 and 20: “Storybook 

Tales,” 11 a.m. July 19; 11 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. July 20, starring the 
Bright Star Touring Co. at Dw-
yer Memorial Park.

July 20: Holiday in Homer, 
Homer Village Green.

July 25: Movies on the 
Homer Green, dusk, “Elemen-
tal,” Homer Village Green.

July 26: Movie Under the 
Stars, dusk, “Ghostbusters: 
Frozen Empire,” Courthouse 
Park, Cortland.

July 26: Crossroads the 
Clown, 6 p.m., Virgil Com-
munity Living Center, 1208 
Church St.

July 27-28: Summer Carni-
val, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Vir-
gil Community Living Center, 
1208 Church St.

Aug. 1: Movies on the 
Homer Green, dusk, “Wonka,” 
Homer Village Green.

Aug. 2: Movie Under the 
Stars, dusk, “Trolls Band To-
gether,” Courthouse Park, 
Cortland.

Aug. 8-10: Fillmore Days 
and Bathtub Races, Fillmore 
Glen State Park, Moravia.

Aug. 10: The National 
Brockway Truck Show, Homer.

Aug. 15: Movies on the 
Homer Green, dusk, “Barbie,” 
Homer Village Green.

Aug. 22-24: Groton Olde 
Home Days, Groton.

OTHER STUFF
July 19-20: Portrait of a 

Place - A Plein Air Event. 
Plein air competition, Center 
for the Arts of Homer.

Boat show 
July 26-28 in 
Skaneateles

SKANEATELES — The 
46th annual Antique and Clas-
sic Boat Show will be July 
26 to 28 at Clift Park in Ska-
neateles.

Hours are 3 p.m. to dusk Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to dusk Saturday 
and 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday. 
Admission is free.

The show, hosted by the 
Finger Lakes Chapter of the 
Antique and Classic Boat 
Society and the Skaneateles 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation, draws exhibitors 
from across New York, the 
East Coast, the Midwest and 
Canada. About 10,000 visitors 
attend each year.

Visitors will be able to view, 
and meet the owners of, some 
80 runabouts, launches, sail-
boats, canoes, rowing craft 
and race boats, many restored 
to their original condition. 
Featured boats include Triple 
Crown, a 1948 Century Sea 
Maid owned by Dan and Ash-
ley Ritchey of Bolivar, Ohio; 
Mazu, a 1940 Gar Wood Va-
cationer owned by Susan and 
Mark Cranfill of Fairfax Sta-
tion, Virginia; ACME, a 1940 
Lightning sailboat built in 
Skaneateles and owned by 
Mike Yates of Skaneateles; 
and GoodWood, a 1962 Centu-
ry Coronado owned by Brenda 
and Ed Evans of Skaneateles.

Highlights: 
n Boat parade at 3:15 p.m. 

Saturday. 
n Performances by the Ska-

neateles Community Band, 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Friday; the 
Diana Jacobs Band, noon to 
3 p.m. Saturday; and the Soda 
Ash 6, 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Sunday.

n Display of model antique 
boats by the Syracuse Model 
Boat Club, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday. 

n Guided village bus tours 
by the Skaneateles Historical 

Society, 10:30 a.m., noon and 
1:30 p.m. Saturday.

n Opportunities for children 
to paint toy wooden boats, 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, and a 
McClurg Kids Building Cor-
ner, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday.

Cornell 
presents piano 
academy

The Cornell Center for His-
torical Keyboards announces 
the return of the Forte/Piano 
Summer Academy with the 
Chamber Music Collective 
July 30 to Aug. 3 at Cornell 
University. The series will fea-
ture experts in 18th- and 19th-
century music, culminating in 
a series of concerts, presenta-
tions and discussions.

“The main goal of the col-
laboration is for our students 
to get to know the expansive 
collection of instruments,” 
said collective co-founder 
Sezi Seskir. “The concerts will 
include a variety of compos-
ers such as Joseph Bologne 
(Chevalier de Saint-Georges), 
Schubert, Brahms, Debussy, 
Emilie Mayer, and Louise Far-
renc on an equally large range 
of instruments, from a five-
octave Walter copy to original 
nineteenth-century Graf, Blüt-
hner, and Pleyel pianos.”

The CCHK also presents 
two Showcase Concerts from 
Tom Beghin (senior researcher 
at the Orpheus Institute for 
Advanced Studies & Research 
in Music) and Tuija Hakkila 
(piano faculty at the Sibelius 
Academy) to preview next 
summer’s Forte/Piano 2025.

The schedule.
n 7:30 p.m. July 30 in 

Barnes Hall.
n 7:30 p.m. Aug. 1 in Barnes 

Hall.
n 8 p.m. Aug. 2 in A.D. 

White House.
n 4 p.m. Aug. 3 in Barnes 

Hall.
n 8 p.m. Aug. 3 at Kiplinger 

Theater in the Schwartz Center.

Calendar

Notebook

Holiday in Homer to fill green Saturday

Photo provided 
Artist Molly Reagan will lead a street chalk art session at Arts off Main Aug. 3 in Cortland. Expect a puppet-making class, 
splatter art and other art you can do, in addition to admiring it.

Arts off Main Festival Aug. 3 
shows art is what you do

Cortland Standard file photo 
A horse-drawn carriage carries passengers past the Village 
Green in Homer during the 2022 Holiday in Homer. The event 
returns this weekend.

Expect more than 80 vendors 
selling arts, crafts, books — 
even dog treats. Look for the 
entertainment. And you might 
even find a few artists at Holiday 
in Homer Saturday.

The event is from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on the Village Green, 
where you can dunk a cop, listen 
to live music by Doc Weismore 
and Real Country, take a horse-
drawn wagon ride and admire 
the quilts at the quilt show.

Artists taking part in the Cen-
ter for the Arts of Homer’s plein 
air contest may also be on the 
green, painting scenes. More 
than 25 artists have signed up to 
take part, although that two-day 
event encompasses a broader 
area. And while forecasting it 
might be a jinx, the National 
Weather Service in Binghamton 
expects sunny weather, with a 
high about 81 degrees.

Schedule 
of Events

7:30 – 10 a.m.: Breakfast, 
Homer Methodist Church

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.: Shopping
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.: Quilt Show
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.: Dan the 

Snakeman
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.: Homer Elks 

Food Tent
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.: Raffles and 

drawings in front of Homer 
Congregational Church

10:30 a.m until sold out: 
Pulled pork sandwiches, fried 
dough, strawberry shortcake 
and ice cream in front of Homer 
Congregational Church

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.: Horse-
drawn wagon rides

11 a.m.: Checkers the Inven-
tor, sponsored by the Homer Vil-
lage Recreation Department and 
Homer Congregational Church

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.: Dunk a Cop 
— Homer Police Department

11 a.m. until sold out: Homer 
Elks chicken barbecue

11:45 a.m.: Introduction of 
scholarship winners

1 p.m.: Checkers the Inventor
Noon to 4 p.m.: Doc Weis-

more and Real Country

If you go
WHAT: Arts off Main
WHEN: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Aug. 3
WHERE: Court Street in Cortland

By LILY BYRNE
Staff Reporter

lbyrne@cortlandstandard.com
Art has a million definitions — many are 

what you do, not what you admire. A ton 
of them will be executed at Arts off Main 
this year, including splatter-paint, literature, 
puppetry and pottery.

The Arts off Main Festival, sponsored by 
Cortland Arts Connect, will be 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Aug. 3 on Court Street. Main Street to 
Church Street will be closed to vehicle traf-
fic, said Carol Fitzgerald, executive director 
of Cortland Arts Connect.

Expect an art tent for kids, and more free 
workshops than ever, including wool felt-
ing, ceramic tile painting, wine glass drag-
onfly tea lights, watercolor painting and 
puppet-making.

Lily Gershon, owner of Lilypad Puppet 
Theatre, will perform a puppet show and 
then guide kids through making their own 
puppet. She pre-sews puppet bodies using 
donated fabric and recycled materials.

“They get a way to express themselves 
which is very important,” Gershon said. 
“It is self-expression to create something 
that’s your own invention. That something 
becomes alive — it’s a puppet, so it has a 
personality.”

“They can explore another side of 
themselves through a puppet,” she added. 
“Their puppet can be just like them, but 
their puppet can also be the opposite of 
them. It can be a monster; maybe some-
thing that expresses a negative side, or 
something that they are angry about, or a 
side of themselves that isn’t who they are, 
but a part of who they are.”

She will wear her Idea Apron, which is 
covered in different puppets, to give kids 

ideas on how to create different hair and 
faces.

“They also get to do something that they 
just saw an adult professional do, and then 
they get to be invited to be a part of it,” she 
said. “They can see that art is not just some-
thing that you watch and are a passive par-
ticipant in, but art is something that you can 
get into, you can do it yourself right now.”

Muralist Molly Reagan will lead a street 
chalk art session. Noel Passeri will offer 
free caricatures, and Maggie Phelps will of-
fer henna tattoos, said artist and board mem-
ber Emily Gibbons.

“Come on out to the festival to support 
our local and regional artists,” Gibbons 
said. “Also, try your hand at creating art 
yourself.”

Steve and Goldie Williams will have a 
booth for SPLAT! Sumthin’, a splatter paint 
room opening in Cortland this month.

“It’s a creative space where people throw, 
splatter and spray paint to create unique, 
abstract art,” Steve Williams said. “It’s a 
fun, liberating experience that encourages 
artistic expression without traditional con-
straints.”

At the festival, people can wear protec-
tive gear and create spin art and pour art on 
T-shirts and canvases. It costs between $10 
and $20.

“Paint is applied while the canvas spins, 
resulting in unique, centrifugal designs that 
are often vibrant and mesmerizing,” he said. 
“Pour art, also known as acrylic pour paint-

ing, involves pouring layers of fluid acrylic 
paint onto a canvas to create swirling, mar-
bled effects. 

The paint flows and mixes in unpredict-
able ways, producing beautiful, one-of-a-
kind pieces of art.”

The festival’s music schedule is as fol-
lows:

n 10 a.m. — Nan Pasquarello & Marina 
Gorelaya

n 10:50 a.m. — Bradford Allen
n 11:45 a.m. — The Ish
n 12:45 p.m. — Rick Starmer
n 1:45 p.m. — LilySilly Puppet Theater
n 2:30 p.m. — The High Road
n 3:30 p.m. — Local Farmers Union
n 4:20 p.m. — Colleen Kattau
Pasquarello and Gorelaya will open the 

festival with a flute and piano duet, said 
Monica Ryan, a Cortland Arts Connect 
board member.

“We will even have some literary things 
this year,” Ryan said. “There will be a booth 
where you can make different kinds of po-
etry right there at the event.”

An author’s tent will sell local authors’ 
books. More than 20 artisans will sell hand-
made art and products, including Press Gur-
witz Perfumerie, wearable pressed flowers 
from Juni Dee Jewelry, beaded Mexican 
jewelry from La Flor LLC and home decor 
from The 1812 Shoppe.

The farmers market will also be open at 
the festival, selling produce, plants, baked 
goods and crafts.

“It’s a great way to get the community 
together to experience all of the talent that 
we have here in Cortland, from the musical 
artists to the visual artists,” Ryan said. “It’s 
just a really great way to experience the tal-
ent here and also bring out your own.”

Movie shot in Syracuse coming to theaters
By GEOFF HERBERT

syracuse.com (TNS)
A new movie starring “The 

Office” actor Rainn Wilson is 
finally coming to theaters three 
years after it was filmed in the 
Syracuse area.

“Empire Waist,” a body-
positive, coming-of-age dram-
edy, will be released in theaters 
across the U.S. and Canada on 

Sept. 27, according to Dead-
line. 

The cast includes Wilson and 
his “Galaxy Quest” co-star Mis-
si Pyle, plus “SMILF” star Mia 
Kaplan.

The story follows Lenore 
Miller (Kaplan), an overweight, 
insecure teen whose talent for 
fashion is discovered by her 
confident, plus-sized classmate 

(newcomer Jemima Yevu). 
Wilson will play Kaplan’s 

supportive father and Pyle will 
play her image-conscious moth-
er, raising the question of wheth-
er Lenore can feel the self-love 
she inspires in others.

“Empire Waist” is the first 
feature film for writer-director 
Claire Ayoub, whose script was 
on Hollywood’s The Black List 

of top unproduced screenplays 
in 2019. 

Ayoub wrote and directed 
her first play at age 14 and also 
wrote for Amy Poehler’s “Smart 
Girls.” 

She said she used her 2014 
personal essay, “Notes to My 
Twelve Year Old Self,” as 
the inspiration for “Empire 
Waist.”
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The ornate, 110-year-old 
Cortland fire station on 
Court Street with a bell 

tower and tiled roof stands in 
stark contrast to the bunker-like 
City Hall building next door that 
was constructed in the 1960s.

When the fire station was built 
on Court Street, fire trucks were 
small vehicles and the build-
ing was designed to accommo-
date them. Modern vehicles are 
much larger, and many do not 
fit in the station, despite many 
efforts over the years to beef up 
the floor to hold their weight. 
Those improvements still could 
not account for the dimensions 
of a modern truck, prompting 
the city to store some fire trucks 
at other sites.

The city has considered op-
tions for a new station, including 
an addition to the current one, 
several times over the years, in-

cluding about 20 years ago. But 
none ever went anywhere, due 
to the complications of finding 
an adequate site downtown and 
the cost of such a project. Ac-
tion could finally be coming as 
the city is once again consider-
ing options and is seeking de-
signs for a fire station addition 
to resolve the building’s linger-
ing limitations.

The last significant movement 
toward an answer came when it 
purchased the former Ames Lin-
en building in 2005 with such a 
project in mind when the com-
pany relocated to a much larger 
building at 67 Huntington St. 
in the city. Creating a parking 
lot on the site was considered 
a temporary arrangement at the 
time while construction options 
were considered.

The city has for decades had 
to custom-order some fire ve-

hicles, making do with smaller 
ones than it would prefer. An 
aerial ladder truck cannot be 
housed in the building and is 
kept at a substation on South 
Franklin Street. The city-owned 
former New York state armory 
on Wheeler Avenue also houses 
some fire vehicles and equip-
ment.

Any renovation to the Court 
Street station would be limited 
because of the historic status of 
the building.

Of course, the fire station is 
only one of many space issues 
that the city has on its plate.

Early in his first term of of-
fice, Mayor Scott Steve said he 
was pressing ahead with a space 
study for all property owned 
by the city. Many departments 
need additional or reconfigured 
spaces.

A plan years in the making 

to relocate City Court from the 
second floor of City Hall to the 
Cortland County Courthouse 
was recently thrown into dis-
array when the state decided 
to halt the project and use the 
Courthouse space for its own 
expanding purposes as two new 
courtrooms will be added. That 
leaves the city with a cramped 
City Hall.

While the main city fire sta-
tion is an historic icon of the 
city, there is nothing that re-
quires the city to continue to 
use the beautiful building for 
the same purpose. With a laun-
dry list of space needs, and 
many questions still remaining 
about a fire department expan-
sion project, the city should 
keep an open mind and consider 
alternate uses for the building, 
whether its own or selling it to 
a developer.

Our Opinion
City fire station project

July 18, 1974
Smith-Corona plans to build a 40,000-square-foot addition to 

its parts fabrication plant at South Cortland in order to meet the 
increased demand for its typewriters. Construction is expected to 
start early this Fall and the new building will be in operation by 
next July.

Increased worldwide demand for Smith-Corona typewriters, 
particularly models featuring the Coronamatic cartridge ribbon, 
have overtaxed Smith-Corona’s existing facilities in the Cortland-
Groton area, L.G. Greis, General Manager, said. The expanded 
part fabrication will be used to increase production at Cortland 
and at other locations.

July 18, 2014
The Lego Master Building Club will meet 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday 

for youth at the second floor of the Beard Building, 9 Main St., 
Cortland.

Cortland Makerspace, a group that fosters creative building and 
making, is sponsoring the event for kids from kindergarten to 18 
years. There will be a timed build-off based on a theme.

The Associated Press
Today is Thursday, July 18, the 200th day of 2024. There are 

166 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On July 18, 1976, at the Summer Olympics in Montreal, Na-

dia Comaneci of Romania became the first gymnast to receive a 
perfect score of 10 from Olympic judges for her performance on 
the uneven bars.

Also on this date:
In 1536, the English Parliament passed an act declaring the au-

thority of the pope void in England.
In 1918, South African anti-apartheid leader and president Nel-

son Mandela was born in the village of Mvezo.

Today in History

Good Old Days

Cortland Standard
opinion@cortlandstandard.comOpinion
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By ALEX BROWN
Stateline.org (TNS)

For decades, states have relied 
on gas taxes to provide much 
of the money to maintain roads 
and bridges. But as cars become 
more fuel efficient, and some 
Americans switch to electric ve-
hicles, state leaders say the gas 
tax won’t pay the bills for much 
longer.

At the same time, many cities 
have seen their streets crowded 
with delivery trucks from Ama-
zon and other companies, as 
consumers increasingly opt to 
have products delivered to their 
homes. In a few states, lawmak-
ers think fees on those deliveries 
could be part of their road-fund-
ing solution.

“If you’re going to be creat-
ing wear and tear on our roads, 
you should help pay to maintain 
them,” said Colorado state Rep. 
Cathy Kipp, a Democrat who 
chairs the Energy and Environ-
ment Committee.

In July 2022, Colorado be-
came the first state with a retail 
delivery fee, a charge on all ve-
hicle deliveries to consumers 
within the state. The fee, which 
currently stands at 29 cents per 
delivery, provides funding for 
highways, bridges, tunnels, 
electric vehicle charging sta-
tions and projects to reduce air 
pollution and to electrify vehicle 
fleets and transit systems. It has 
brought in more than $160 mil-
lion.

Colorado leaders have had to 
simplify the law to help busi-
nesses comply with it, but they 
say it’s largely been a success 
story. Minnesota enacted its 
own retail delivery fee in 2023, 
and lawmakers in New York and 
Illinois have proposed similar 
measures. Meanwhile, legisla-
tors and transportation officials 
in several other states have com-
missioned studies to consider 
the concept.

Some retailers and Republi-
can lawmakers have argued that 
the fee hurts consumers, and 
many businesses in Colorado 
initially had trouble complying 
with the law.

“The 27-cent delivery fee 
is not trivial, its effects are not 
imperceptible, and it greatly af-
fects our citizens — especially 
those who are already struggling 
to pay the bills and provide for 
their families,” Republican state 
Rep. Rose Pugliese, the House 
minority leader, wrote in a Colo-
rado Springs Gazette guest col-
umn several months after the 
law was enacted.

But backers of the fee say 
they see growing interest across 

the country, especially as deliv-
ery trucks become ubiquitous in 
many neighborhoods.

‘FUTURE-PROOFING’ 
FUNDS

State law in Colorado limits 
the ways in which lawmakers 
can expand taxes. With gas tax 
revenues dwindling, legislators 
didn’t have an obvious solution 
to pay for roads. They eventu-
ally settled on the retail delivery 
fee, which is not characterized 
as a tax.

Initially, the program was a 
struggle for many businesses, 
due to a requirement that they 
detail the fee separately on each 
receipt.

“For our medium and small 
businesses, it was a real com-
plicated thing and very burden-
some for them to have to repro-
gram their software with a whole 
extra line item,” Kipp said.

Last year, Kipp joined a bi-
partisan group of lawmakers 
to amend the program. They 
rescinded the requirement that 
businesses itemize the fee on 
each receipt and allowed compa-
nies to cover the fee themselves 
rather than breaking it out on 
each order. They also exempted 
retailers with less than $500,000 
in sales.

Since the fix was adopted, 
Kipp said she has stopped hear-
ing complaints about the pro-
gram. Chris Howes, president 
of the Colorado Retail Council, 
said he too has not heard any re-
cent gripes.

“We’ve got it straightened out 
by now,” he said. “People have 
accepted it and moved on.”

Amazon did not grant a State-
line interview request, and the 
National Retail Federation de-
ferred questions to state chap-
ters. Chamber of Progress, a 
tech industry advocacy group, 

did not arrange an interview by 
publication time.

Last year, lawmakers in Min-
nesota enacted their own retail 
delivery fee, a 50-cent charge 
on purchases of more than $100. 
Lawmakers heard from local 
governments that they were 
struggling to maintain their 
roads and badly needed state aid 
to make up the gap.

“This is trying to future-proof 
our transportation funding,” 
said Democratic state Rep. Erin 
Koegel, who sponsored the bill. 
“We keep getting performance 

grades from civil engineers say-
ing we’re at a C- or D for our in-
frastructure. We needed to think 
about ways to get more revenue 
in the system.”

Koegel said the measure was 
a compromise. Her initial draft, 
which did not have a $100 
threshold for purchases, was in-
tended to be a deterrent, much 
like cigarette taxes. She said 
delivery trucks are increasing 
congestion in many cities and 
damaging streets that weren’t 
built to support large vehicles. 
However, lawmakers ultimately 
decided to limit the fee to more 
expensive purchases in order to 
protect lower-income consum-
ers.

Minnesota’s fee is projected 
to generate $59 million in its 
first fiscal year. The funding will 
be distributed to cities, coun-
ties and towns to help with their 
road-funding needs.

TRAFFIC THROUGHOUT 
THE DAY

Cities and counties in Wash-
ington state also have asked for 
help, and some local leaders 
have asked state lawmakers to 
consider a retail delivery fee — 
or to authorize cities to collect 
one. State lawmakers commis-
sioned an analysis, published 

last month, looking at the po-
tential for such a program. The 
report found that a fee could 
generate $45 million to $112 
million in revenue in 2026, de-
pending on which businesses 
and orders were covered.

“We’re now seeing that there’s 
traffic on our system through-
out the day, and the growth of 
these delivery services is a part 
of that,” said Democratic state 
Sen. Marko Liias, who chairs 
the Transportation Committee. 
“We’ve had a history in trans-
portation of user-based fees. 
This feels like a mechanism that 
could help in that regard.”

Liias emphasized that some 
version of the fee is likely to be 
a big topic of discussion in the 
next legislative session. He said 
he’s already heard strong argu-
ments on both sides of the issue.

In some areas, the rise in re-
tail deliveries has put the great-
est burden on the infrastructure 
surrounding shipping facilities. 
Illinois’ CenterPoint Intermo-
dal Center, the nation’s largest 
inland port, connects interstate 
trucking, railway lines and Mis-
sissippi River barges.

“There really needs to be a 
shift in the tax structure, since 
many of these facilities are not 
generating the local sales tax 
you’d get at a brick and mortar,” 
said Democratic state Sen. Ra-
chel Ventura, whose district in-
cludes the CenterPoint facility. 
“We have a lot of traffic going in 
and out, and the environmental 
burden and road repairs and the 
tax burden fall locally.”

Ventura has drafted a bill that 
would allow communities to as-
sess fees on intermodal facilities 
— locations that transfer prod-
ucts from one type of transpor-
tation to another. Local govern-
ments that opted in would be 
able to spend the funds on roads 
within five miles of the facilities. 
The fee, which would be based 
on the weight of each shipment, 
is projected to generate $33 mil-
lion to $68 million per year.

The bill has not passed out 
of committee, and Ventura said 
lawmakers are still discussing 
the path forward amid opposi-
tion from the trucking industry.

In New York, a Democratic 
bill to impose a 25-cent fee on 
deliveries within New York City 
has been introduced but remains 
in committee. Meanwhile, state 
agencies in Nevada and Ohio 
have commissioned studies ex-
amining the feasibility of retail 
delivery fees. Those reports 
have not yet led to legislative 
action.

AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File
Pedestrians cross Delancey Street as congested traffic from Brooklyn enters Manhattan over the Williamsburg Bridge, 
March 28, 2019, in New York. 

While gas taxes can’t pay for roads much longer, 
state lawmakers think Amazon deliveries might

Nicholas Kamm/AFP/Getty Images/TNS
An Amazon Prime truck pulls away after a delivery in Wash-
ington, D.C, in 2022.
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The money from Washington’s landmark climate law 
will help tribes address rising seas, climate change

 AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File
Sonny Curley looks out to the seawall separating his property from the Pacific Ocean at 
the home he shares with his children and parents May 22, on the Quinault reservation in 
Taholah, Washington.
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wheelchair access, said 
Thomas Brown, commis-
sioner of the Cortland County 
Board of Elections. Accessi-
ble parking spaces and bright 
lighting are more require-
ments.

Brown said voting places’ 
accessibility gets audited, and 
possible sites are regularly 
surveyed.

“Obviously that will limit 
the places we can make use 
of,” Brown said Monday.

If a potential site has sur-
mountable barriers, state and 
federal funds are available to 
make it accessible, he said.

“It’s an ongoing effort to 
make sure people have the 
opportunity to vote when 
they want to,” Brown said.

The Cortland Common 
Council recently approved a 
temporary, part-time safety 

coordinator position to con-
duct a short-term review of 
“safety and ADA functions 
within the city.”

“We want to do an audit 
review of all our current pro-
cesses,” Mayor Scott Steve 
said during a July 2 council 
meeting, when the council 
approved the position. The 
coordinator will review how 
safe and easy it is to enter city 
buildings, for example.

The city’s ongoing facelift 
has raised, and sometimes 
dug, temporary barriers to 
getting around, especially 
downtown. Mikowski said 
Access works to create ways 
people can navigate the con-
struction.

“When we get complaints, 
staff do walk-throughs and 
give feedback,” Mikowski 
said.

However, Mikowski said 
some city businesses don’t 

want to work with Access to 
Independence to make their 
properties accessible, but the 
agency is now working with 
three businesses to improve 
accessibility.

“We’re a large group with 
some income, and if you’re a 
retailer or restaurant and your 
place isn’t accessible, you’re 
just ruling out so many peo-
ple,” Mikowski said. “We 
try to work alongside people 
instead of being adversarial, 
helping them see why it’s 
good. Every business wants 
more customers.”

Mikowski said laws and 
programs designed to help 
vulnerable groups benefit ev-
eryone — a concept known 
as the curb cut effect. Side-
walk ramps, or curb cuts, 
were first designed to benefit 
wheelchair users, but have 
come to benefit many others.

“That’s how ATI started, 

around curb cuts and parking 
spaces,” Mikowski said.

Tax credits and deductions 
are available for businesses 
that spend money to make 
facilities accessible to per-
sons with disabilities, says 
the state Division of Human 
Rights.

Finances are one of two 
major obstacles to wider ac-
cessibility, Mikowski said. 
The other is a lack of under-
standing.

“People don’t often un-
derstand disability rights 
issues until they themselves 
or someone they love 
and care about are going 
through it,” she said. “More 
than the money, it’s people 
understanding something 
potentially a little thing 
for them is actually super 
helpful and motivating for 
people, employees and the 
public.”

ADA
continued from page 1

where a basketball hoop was set up 
by a nonprofit with the help of NYPD 
officers from the agency’s communi-
ty affairs unit.

Garner died after the 2014 con-
frontation with Pantaleo and other 
officers who suspected that he was 
selling loose, untaxed cigarettes 
on the street. Video showed Panta-
leo, who is white, wrapping an arm 
around the neck of Garner, who was 
Black, as they struggled and fell to 
the sidewalk. “I can’t breathe,” Gar-
ner gasped repeatedly, before losing 
consciousness. He was pronounced 
dead at a hospital.

Authorities in New York deter-
mined that Pantaleo had used a 
chokehold banned by the New York 
Police Department in the 1990s, and 
the city medical examiner’s office 
ruled Garner’s death a homicide, but 
neither state nor federal prosecutors 
filed criminal charges against Panta-
leo or any of the other officers who 

were present.
“Even if we could prove that Of-

ficer Pantaleo’s hold of Mr. Garner 
constituted unreasonable force, we 
would still have to prove beyond a 
reasonable doubt that Officer Panta-
leo acted willfully in violation of the 
law,” Richard Donoghue, then the 
U.S. attorney in Brooklyn, said in an-
nouncing in 2019 that no federal civil 
rights charges would be brought.

Garner’s family settled a lawsuit 
against New York City for $5.9 mil-
lion but continued to seek justice in 
the form of a judicial inquiry into 
Garner’s death in 2021.

The judicial proceeding, which 
took place virtually because of the 
pandemic, was held under a provi-
sion of the city’s charter that lets 
citizens petition the court for a public 
inquiry into “any alleged violation 
or neglect of duty in relation to the 
property, government or affairs of the 
city.” The purpose of the inquiry was 
to establish a record rather than to 
find anyone guilty or innocent.

GARNER
continued from page 1

office. The absence of a sat-
isfactory explanation has led 
Homeland Security Secretary 
Alejandro Mayorkas to recount 
the lengthy federal investigation 
into the 2017 mass shooting in 
Las Vegas, the deadliest such at-
tack in the nation’s history. That 
probe closed after 17 months 
without finding any motive for 
what drove the 64-year-old gun-
man to spray more than 1,000 
rounds into a crowd of concert-
goers other than to “attain a cer-
tain degree of infamy.”

Crooks, with a slight build 
and wire-rimmed glasses, went 
by “Tom.” He was described by 
classmates at Bethel Park High 
School as smart but standoffish, 
often seen wearing headphones 
and preferring to sit alone at 
lunch looking at his phone. 
Some said he was often mocked 
by other students for the clothes 
he wore, which included hunt-
ing outfits, and for continuing 
to wear a mask after the COVID 
pandemic was over.

“He was bullied almost ev-
ery day,” said classmate Jason 
Kohler. “He was just an out-
cast.”

After graduating from high 
school in 2022, Crooks went on 
to the Community College of 
Allegheny County, earning an 
associate’s degree with honors 
in engineering science in May. 
He also worked at a nursing 
home as a dietary aide.

A 1997 Secret Service study 
into those who had attempted 
assassinations since 1949 found 
there was no single indicator that 
a person might seek to take the 
life of a public figure. However, 
two-thirds of all attackers were 
described as “social isolates.”

Like Crooks, few had any his-
tory of violent crime or criminal 
records. Most attackers also had 
histories of handling weapons, 
but no formal weapons or mili-

tary training, according to the 
study.

As a freshman, Crooks had 
tried out for his high school rifle 
team but was rejected for poor 
marksmanship, the AP previous-
ly reported. Through his family, 
he was a member of the Clairton 
Sportsmen’s Club, a shooting 
range about 11 miles east of 
Bethel Park.

“We know very little about 
him,” club president Bill Sellitto 
told the AP. “That was a terrible, 
terrible thing that happened Sat-
urday — that’s not what we’re 
about by any means.”

The club has an outdoor range 
for high-powered rifles with tar-
gets set at distances of up to 187 
yards.

Crooks was well within that 
range when he opened fire on 
Trump Saturday from about 147 
yards from where Trump was 
speaking, unleashing two quick 
volleys of rounds at the former 
president with an AR-15 style 
rifle.

His father, Matthew Crooks, 
bought the gun in West Miff-
lin, Pennsylvania, in 2013 from 
Gander Mountain, a retail out-
doors chain.

The day before the shooting, 
Thomas Crooks went to the 
sportsman’s club and practiced 
on the rifle range, according to 
a federal intelligence briefing 
obtained by the AP. On the day 
of the attack, he purchased 50 
rounds of 5.56mm ammo for his 
rifle from a local gun shop and 
drove alone to Butler, Pennsyl-
vania, the site of the Trump rally.

He parked at a gas station lot 
about a third of a mile from the 
event. He wore a gray T-shirt 
with the logo of a popular You-
Tube channel dedicated to fire-
arms, camo shorts and a black 
belt.

Witnesses and law enforce-
ment officials say Crooks 
walked around for at least a 
half-hour before climbing onto 

the roof of a building adjacent to 
the Butler Farm Show grounds, 
where Trump was speaking. As 
spectators screamed for police 
to respond, Crooks opened fire, 
letting loose two quick bursts. 
A Secret Service counter sniper 
fired back within about 15 sec-
onds, killing Crooks with a shot 
to the head.

Trump said this week that one 
bullet clipped his right ear, and 
that only a last-second turn of 
his head kept him from poten-
tially being mortally wounded. 
One of the bullets aimed toward 
Trump killed 50-year-old fire-
fighter Corey Comperatore, a 
spectator who was in the bleach-
ers. Two others were seriously 
wounded.

Without clear insight into 
what drove Crooks, many on 
both sides of the American po-
litical divide tried to fill the void 
with their own partisan assump-
tions, evidence-free specula-
tions and conspiracy theories in 
the days since the shooting.

Some Republicans have 
pointed at Democrats for label-
ing Trump a threat to democra-
cy. Democrats, in turn, pointed 
to Crooks’ GOP registration and 
to Trump’s own long history of 
provocative rhetoric, including 
his continued praise of the Jan. 
6 rioters.

Access to the Crooks home 
remained blocked by yellow po-
lice tape, with officers keeping 
watch and preventing reporters 
from approaching.

Melanie Maxwell, who lives 
in the neighborhood, was drop-
ping off “Trump 2024” lawn 
signs at another neighbor’s 
home.

Like the others, she didn’t 
know the Crooks family well. 
She said she was appalled by 
the assault and said any security 
lapses should be fully investi-
gated.

“The hand of God protected 
President Trump,” she said.

TRUMP
continued from page 1

By GENE JOHNSON 
and HALLIE GOLDEN

 Associated Press
SEATTLE — Tens of mil-

lions of dollars raised by a land-
mark climate law in Washington 
state will go to Native American 
tribes that are at risk from cli-
mate change and rising sea lev-
els to help them move to higher 
ground, install solar panels, buy 
electric vehicles and restore 
wetlands, Gov. Jay Inslee an-
nounced Tuesday.

The money — $52 million — 
comes from the 2021 Climate 
Commitment Act, which auc-
tions off allowances for heavily 
polluting companies to emit car-
bon, with the revenue invested 
in education, transportation 
and other programs. Conserva-
tive critics who blame it for in-
creased gas prices are seeking to 
repeal the law in November.

Nearly every Native Ameri-
can tribe in Washington is re-
ceiving money. Among them 
is the 3,000-member Quinault 
Indian Nation on the Pacific 
coast of the Olympic Peninsula, 
which is getting $13 million to 
help relocate its two main villag-
es to higher ground, away from 
the tsunami zone and persistent 

flooding. Part of one of the vil-
lages is below sea level, sepa-
rated from the roaring ocean 
by a seawall, and high tides 
and storm surges have flooded 

homes and government build-
ings.

“The Quinault is a perfect 
example of two things: people 
who are threatened by climate 

change, and people who are 
willing to do something about it 
and are confident in our ability 
to do something about it,” Inslee 
said. “So when I think about 

what you’re doing, it’s very in-
spirational to me.”

The tribe has spent at least a 
decade on the relocation effort, 
but so far a patchwork of federal 
and state grants has fallen far 
short of the expected cost.

The money will help fund a 
new building to house child and 
elder services, an emergency 
shelter and a new water tank 
and pump house on high ground 
to serve residents, government 
buildings and a relocated pub-
lic school. It will also help pay 
for the development of a master 
plan and architectural drawings 
for a new museum and cultural 
center.

“We are incredibly grateful 
for this funding allowing us to 
take a big step forward in our 
mission to get our people, our 
homes and our critical infra-
structure out of harm’s way,” 
Quinault President Guy Capoe-
man said in a statement issued 
by the state Commerce Depart-
ment. “It will allow us to serve 
our elders and children, our 
most precious resource, in a safe 
space while providing an emer-
gency shelter and operations 
base when we need to respond 
to inevitable flooding and other 

natural disasters that are part of 
life on the coast.”

Inslee, a Democrat who is in 
his third and final term as gov-
ernor, has frequently touted 
the Climate Commitment Act. 
Washington is in the process of 
connecting its carbon market 
with California and Quebec, 
which also have emission allow-
ance auctions, but the law faces 
a ballot-box challenge in Initia-
tive 2117, backed by conserva-
tive hedge fund executive Brian 
Heywood.

Inslee joined Capoeman and 
Commerce Director Mike Fong 
for a news conference Tuesday 
in Taholah, one of the Quinault 
villages being relocated, to an-
nounce the grants.

Twenty-eight federally recog-
nized tribes in Washington, plus 
four others that are based else-
where but have land in the state, 
are receiving at least $750,000 
each.

The Legislature made the $52 
million available in the 2023-25 
budget, and the Commerce De-
partment worked with the tribes 
to figure out how they wanted to 
use the money. For the Skokom-
ish Tribe north of Olympia, it’s 
$2 million to weatherize homes. 
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Crush earn walk-off win, split doubleheader with Ridgemen

Matt Czeitner/sports reporter
Cortland Crush player Ryne McKinney charges 
for a ground ball during a game earlier this sea-
son. McKinney had four hits and an RBI over two 
games against the Rochester Ridgemen Wednes-
day at Gutchess Lumber Sports Complex.

By MATT CZEITNER
Sports Reporter

mczeitner@cortlandstandard.com
The Cortland Crush fell to the 

Rochester Ridgemen 7-4 in the 
first game of a doubleheader but 
bounced back with a walk-off 9-8 
win in the second game Wednesday 
at Gutchess Lumber Sports Com-
plex. The Crush sit at 14-19-1 on 
the season.

RIDGEMEN 7, CRUSH 4
Cortland rattled off four runs in 

the top of the sixth inning, but a fast 
start from Rochester proved to be too 
much for the Crush as they could not 
complete the comeback and lost the 
first game of a doubleheader.

Rochester led 7-0 through the 
first five innings and looked like it 
was going to cruise to a win, but the 
Crush kept fighting and finally got 
to Ridgmen starting pitcher Stephen 
Pearson. Pearson threw five shutout 
innings prior to the rally from the 
Crush in the sixth. He finished his 
day with 5.1 innings pitched and 
allowed four runs on eight hits and 
three walks and struck out one.

Ryne McKinney (Capital Uni-
versity) began the sixth inning with 

a triple, followed by Zach Young 
(Wells College) reaching on an 
error. Robby Harrison (Capital 
University) then hit an RBI single 
and Matt Doherty (Lyndon State 
College) hit a two-run triple to 
cut Rochester’s lead to four. Jack 
Coogan (Molloy College) then hit 
an RBI single to make it 7-4.

McKinney and Young began the 
seventh with back-to-back strike-
outs, but Carson Molinaroli (An-
derson University) walked and 
Harrison singled to keep the inning 
alive. Doherty then came to the 
plate with a chance to keep the rally 
going, but he lined out to center to 
end the game.

Rochester scored all seven of its 
runs in the first three innings, with 
three coming in the first and two 
runs in both the second and third in-
ning. Julian Salinas (Salve Regina 
University) started for Cortland. He 
tossed two innings and allowed five 
runs on four hits and two walks and 
struck out one. Scott Scherrer (Wells 
College) then threw four innings and 
allowed two runs on three hits and 
two walks and struck out four.

Doherty went 2-for-4 with four 
RBIs, Coogan and Harrison had 

two hits and an RBI, McKinney 
had two hits and Zach Masnikoff 
(Oberlin College) had a hit.

CRUSH 9, RIDGEMEN 8
Cortland bounced back from its 

loss in game one with a walk-off 
win in extra innings in the second 
game. Max Atkinson (Salem Inter-
national University) delivered the 
winning hit with an RBI single in 
the eighth inning.

After a back-and-forth seven in-
nings, the score was tied at seven. 
Rochester took an 8-7 lead in the 
top of the eighth, but Cortland had 
the last opportunity at the plate. 
After Jack Coogan struck out to 
leadoff the inning, McKinney hit 
a triple and Grayson Saltzer (Mol-
loy College) hit an RBI double to 
tie the game again. Molinaroli and 
Nick Mahar (SUNY Brockport) 
then walked, with Mahar’s walk 
being intentional to load the bases 
with one out. Atkinson then deliv-
ered the game-winning single to 
send the Crush home happy.

Rochester got on the board first 
earlier in the game with three runs 
in the top of the second inning off 
Crush starting pitcher Axibael Sosa 

(Thomas Jefferson University). 
Cortland responded with four runs 
in the bottom of the third.

McKinney hit an RBI single, 
Molinaroli reached on an error 
scoring McKinney and then later 
scored stealing home.

The Crush continued to rally in the 
fourth with two more runs to take a 
6-3 lead, with Masnikoff and Joseph 
Manesiotis (Gardner-Webb Univer-
sity) both scoring unearned runs.

Joseph Yovino (Elon Univer-
sity) tossed 2.2 scoreless innings 
of relief while the Crush took the 
lead and Benjamin Young (Juniata 
College) allowed one run in one in-
ning of work. Angelo Agro (SUNY 
Brockport) allowed Rochester to 
take the lead in the top of the sev-
enth as he allowed four runs on four 
hits. Mahar delivered the hit that 
sent the game to extra innings with 
a one out RBI single in the bottom 
of the seventh.

Atkinson delivered the big hit 
and went 4-for-5 at the plate. Ma-
har went 3-for-3 with two RBIs, 
McKinney had two hits and an 
RBI, Saltzer had a hit and an RBI 
and Masnikoff, Coogan, Young and 
Manesiotis had a hit.

Cortland Crush Baseball

Richardson is out 
to prove she’s better 
after drug penalty

AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias, File
Coco Gauff of the U.S. plays a shot against Poland’s Iga Swiatek during their semifinal match of the French Open at 
the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, June 6.

Gauff seeks gold, Nadal may 
leave tennis after Olympics

By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer

PARIS — All the way back when he 
first discussed the likelihood that 2024 
would be his final season as a professional 
tennis player, Rafael Nadal made sure to 
refer to the Paris Olympics as “one of the 
important competitions I would like to be 
at.”

If, indeed, this is his last hurrah, and if, 
indeed, he does make it to the Summer 
Games a little more than a year after hip 
surgery — neither of which is an absolute 
certainty — it would be fitting that the site 
of the French Open is also the site of this 
goodbye.

No event, at least in this sport, defines 
an athlete’s legacy the way the clay-court 
Grand Slam tournament does for Nadal. 
And the opposite is true, too, which is why 
there is a statue of the 38-year-old Span-
iard at Roland Garros, the site of a record 
14 of his 22 major trophies and where the 
Olympic tennis matches begin on July 27.

Nadal skipped Wimbledon in order to 
avoid going from clay to grass and back 
to clay at the Paris Games, where he has 
been planning to team in doubles with 
Carlos Alcaraz, the 21-year-old coming 
off back-to-back major titles at Roland 
Garros and the All England Club.

And even though the idea that Nadal 
could add to his gold medals — in singles 
at Beijing in 2008, and in doubles with 
Marc López at Rio de Janeiro in 2016 — 
seems far-fetched, just the sight of him 
back in Paris will mean a lot to him and 

his fans.
“My body has been a jungle for two 

years. You don’t know what to expect,” 
said Nadal, who has been able to play only 
16 matches since the start of last year, go-
ing 8-8, including a first-round loss at the 
French Open this May. “I wake up one 
day and I (felt like I had) a snake biting 
me. Another day, a tiger.”

Another popular, and successful, figure 
in men’s tennis whose body has let him 
down lately, Andy Murray of Britain, says 
this Olympics will mark his adieu.

The 37-year-old Murray, a three-time 
Slam champion, is the only athlete with 
two singles golds in the sport — from 
London in 2012 and Rio four years later. 
After having hip replacement surgery in 
2019, and various other injuries more re-
cently, he withdrew from singles at Wim-
bledon because he needed a procedure to 
remove a cyst from his spine last month.

“It’s great that they’ll be at the Olym-
pics one last time. Any chance to see those 
guys on a court again should be celebrat-
ed,” U.S. coach Bob Bryan said. “They’re 
both working through tough times with in-
juries, but they’re showing that resilience 
and that will to fight and be on the court.”

While Murray and Nadal both own 
golds, the best of the best in tennis do not 
always leave an Olympics with the top 
prizes.

Novak Djokovic of Serbia, for example, 
will be trying to fill that one gap on his 
otherwise-impeccable resume, which in-
cludes 24 Grand Slam trophies and more 

weeks at No. 1 in the rankings than any-
one.

Also eyeing a first gold will be such 
stars of the sport as Iga Swiatek of Po-
land, who has won the French Open four 
of the past five years, and Coco Gauff of 
the United States, the reigning U.S. Open 
champion and runner-up to Swiatek at Ro-
land Garros in 2022.

She missed out on the Tokyo Olympics 
three years ago because she tested positive 
for COVID-19 right before she was sup-
posed to travel to Japan.

“I’ve been trying to put myself in the 
mindset of just enjoying the experiences,” 
Gauff said, “because you’re only going to 
have your first Olympics once.”

As a sport with plenty of prizes on offer 
nearly every week, and four Grand Slam 
events per year, tennis does not place the 
same emphasis on the Olympics as sports 
such as athletics, gymnastics and swim-
ming do. So some of the most accom-
plished and high-ranked athletes will be 
skipping Paris.

That includes Aryna Sabalenka of Be-
larus, a two-time Australian Open cham-
pion who is No. 3 in the world, two-time 
Wimbledon runner-up Ons Jabeur of Tu-
nisia, and Americans such as Ben Shelton 
and Frances Tiafoe, who were semifinal-
ists in recent years at the U.S. Open. The 
year’s last Slam starts less than a month 
after the Olympics end.

“You’ve got to look big picture. U.S. 
Open is right there. It’s going to be super 
hot this summer,” Tiafoe said.  

(AP) — Sha’Carri Richardson 
set the tone for her own comeback 
story a year ago when she won 
the 100-meter U.S. title, then the 
world championship, and brashly 
proclaimed: “I’m not back, I’m 
better.”

Now, with a trip to her first 
Olympics approaching, comes 
a new question: Can she handle 
the pressure that is unique to the 
Olympics?

The 24-year-old favorite in the 
Olympic 100 meters has been 
open and honest about her quest 
to become a more appreciative, 
mindful version of the person 
whose positive marijuana test at 
the 2021 U.S. Olympic trials was 
her unfortunate introduction to a 
world that knew little about her.

But in the three years that have 
encompassed both her stunning 
fall and her inspiring comeback, 

she has given few details of what 
happened. She has dropped clues 
about the death of her biological 
mother and the bout with depression.

All of this mystery, turmoil and, 
ultimately, success have made 
Richardson larger than life and 
left her enthusiastic and growing 
fan base wanting more. Some on 
social media are keenly into what 
hairstyle and fingernails she will 
show off when she runs.

It has also made her more than 
a mere celebrity sprinter. She is 
a young, famous, Black woman 
whose suspension evoked argu-
ments about race, drugs, anti-
doping rules and an Olympic eco-
sphere that is still largely run (and 
reported on) by older, white men.

“It’s not a goal of mine to be 
known,” Richardson said. “But I 
definitely don’t want to be known 
for one thing.”

Olympics

AP Photo/Petr David Josek, File
Sha’Carri Richardson, of the United States, celebrates after 
winning the gold medal in the final of the 100-meters during 
the World Athletics Championships in Budapest, Hungary, 
Aug. 21, 2023.

Paris mayor dips into 
the Seine to showcase 
its improved quality

PARIS (AP) — Paris Mayor 
Anne Hidalgo took a dip Wednes-
day in the Seine River, fulfilling a 
promise to show that the long-pol-
luted waterway was clean enough 
to host swimming competitions 
during the 2024 Olympics as well 
as part of the opening ceremony, 
now only nine days away.

Daily water quality tests in 
early June indicated unsafe levels 
of E. coli bacteria, followed by re-
cent improvements.

Clad in a wetsuit and goggles, 
Hidalgo plunged into the river 
near the imposing-looking City 
Hall, her office, and the Notre 
Dame Cathedral. 
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CORTLAND COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Notice of Formation of Capstone Care 
Management LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 06/05/2024. 
Office location: Cortland County. SSNY 
designated as agent of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC) upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY should 
mail process to Capstone Care 
Management LLC: 83 S Main St, 
Homer, NY 13077, USA. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

CORTLAND COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Notice of Formation of George D. 
Caldwell Agency, LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 06/04/2024. 
Office location: Cortland County. SSNY 
designated as agent of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC) upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY should 
mail process to The LLC: 2734 State 
Route 26, Cincinnatus, NY 13040. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

CORTLAND COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Notice of Formation of 85 North Main 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on 
06/12/2024. Office location: Cortland 
County. SSNY designated as agent of 
Limited Liability Company (LLC) upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY should mail process to 
John DelVecchio: 4446 Raphael Drive, 
Cortland, NY 13045. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

TOWN OF CORTLANDVILLE
FORECLOSURE NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE 

SUPREME COURT:  CORTLAND COUNTY. U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 

AS TRUSTEE, AS SUCCESSOR TO FIRSTAR TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE, 

FOR MANUFACTURED HOUSING CONTRACT SENIOR/SUBORDINATE PASS-

THROUGH CERTIFIVATE TRUST 1996-9, Pltf. vs. VICKI HENRY AS HEIR TO THE 

ESTATE OF VIVIAN M. HENRY, Defts. Index #EF20-828. Pursuant to judgment of 

foreclosure and sale entered June 26, 2024, I will sell at public auction at the Cortland 

County Supreme Court, 46 Greenbush St., Cortland, NY on August 8. 2024 at 11:00 

a.m. premises k/a 3522 Route 1, McGraw a/k/a Cortlandville, NY 13101. All that tract 

or parcel of land, situate in Lot 88, Town of Cortlandville, County of Cortland, State of 

New York, Section 98.00, Block 01, Lo 46.200. Approximate amount of judgment is 

$49,818.20 plus costs and interest. Sold subject to terms and conditions of filed 

judgment and terms of sale and the right of the United States of America to redeem 

within 120 days from the date of sale as provided by law. JAMES J. BARANELLO, 

Referee. PINCUS LAW GROUP, PLLC, Attys. for Pltf., 425 RXR Plaza, Uniondale, 

NY 11556. File No. 03302021.48657- #101596 

VILLAGE OF HOMER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE OF VILLAGE OF HOMER ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS         
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Village of Homer Zoning Board of Appeals 
will meet in person at the Town Hall in Homer located at 31 North Main Street on 
July 25th, 2024, at 6:30 pm. to consider the following pursuant to the current 
Village of Homer Code of Ordinances:  
 

Appeal # 509 – 67 North Main Street – Construct an 8 ft privacy fence along 
the south side yard of the property.   

•

 
The Village of Zoning Board of Appeals meeting will be zoom and in-person 
attendance. Individuals may speak at the public hearing or in the absence of public 
comment, we encourage residents to request a zoom link by contacting Dan Egnor at 
the Village Offices at 607-749-3322 or by emailing degnor@homerny.org. Individuals 
may also watch the public hearing on the Village of Homer’s YouTube channel. 
Please include in your email if you would like to participate directly in the remote 
conference portion. The above application is open to inspection at the Village Offices. 
Persons with disabilities who require assistance should contact the undersigned to 
request such assistance. We encourage you to email, call (607-749-3322), or mail, all 
of your communication needs before said Village of Homer Zoning Board of Appeals 
meeting. 

 
Dan Egnor 
Village Clerk  

CORTLAND COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Notice of Formation of International 
Beauty by Alma LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 07/15/2024. 
Office location: Cortland County. SSNY 
designated as agent of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC) upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY should 
mail process to International Beauty by 
Alma LLC: 1 Gallows Hill Rd Cortlandt 
Manor NY 10567. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

TOWN OF HOMER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
public hearing before the Zoning Board 
of Appeals of the Town of Homer will be 
held Wednesday, July 24, 2024, at 6:00 
PM at the Homer Town Hall Building, 31 
North Main Street, Homer, New York 
13077, to consider the following: 
 

In the matter of the application 
of Christopher Austen for 
property located at 6083 
Haights Gulf Road, Cortland, 
NY 13045, Tax Map No. 
38.00-01-12.200, for an area 
variance to construct a barn 
closer to the road than is 
permitted by Town of Homer 
Zoning, Section 404. 

1. 

 
The above application can be viewed at 
the office of the Town Clerk, 31 North 
Main Street, Homer, New York 13077. 
Call (607) 749-4581 or visit in person 
during regular business hours. Persons 
wishing to appear at such hearing may 
do so in person, by Attorney, or other 
representative. Communications in 
writing in relation thereto may be filed 
ahead of time with the Board or at the 
public hearing. 
 
Daniel Gustafson, Chair 
Town of Homer ZBA  

TOWN OF PREBLE
LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC HEARING  
PREBLE ZONING BOARD OF 

APPEALS 
 

A public hearing will be held at a 
meeting of the Preble Zoning Board of 
Appeals at the Preble Town Hall, 1968 
Preble Road, Preble, New York, on 
Thursday, August 1, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. 
for the purpose of reviewing the area 
variance application of Jack Terrell to 
create a substandard lot with regard to 
premises at Fulmer Road - Tax Map 
No. 7.00-05-26.000, in the Town of 
Preble, and for such other matters as 
may come before the Board.  
 
Sue Wright, Secretary 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

WILLOWBROOK TUESDAY MEN’S LEAGUE
Low Gross: Erik Smith (35)
Low Net: Cameron Aldrich (30)
Best Ball: Jim Beattie, Jose Feliciano, Bob Warnow and Bernie 

Alm (25)
Most 4s: Dana Merkur (7)
Most 5s: John Shirley (5)
Most 6s: Dom Natale (5)
Most 7s: Darren Wright (3)

Standings
Dey/Cruz	              154	 Beattie III/Vestal	    129
Glezen/Fadel             152.5	 Hoof Hearted	                         125.5
Paddy’s Pub	             150.5	 Palm Gardens	                        118.5
Morse/Griffiths           149.5	 Willowbrook	                          116.5
Beattie/Feliciano       149	 Robinson/Sullivan	    114
Hess/Merkur	             143	 Higgin’s House	                         113.5
Lang/Lang	              140	 Wood/Kalland	                            113.5
Beattie/Wright           139.5	 Evener/Rotunda                        110.5
Mayes/Rossman       138.5	 Aldrich/McCormick                    108.5
MacLain/Steger         138	 Red Jug		     108
Alm/Warnow	             134.5	 Petrucco/Helwig	  81.5

ELM TREE TUESDAY LEAGUE
Low Gross: Larry Coheno (35)
Low Net: Dick Jenks (32)

Standings
Don’t Suck!	              284	 Stockwin Surveying	    245
Elm Tree	              272.5	 Dryden Hotel	                             240
4/4 Design	              268	 Hazbens	                          237.5
McGrath Contracting 260.5	 Beck Equipment                        235.5
Team Sinnott             257.5

WILLOWBROOK MONDAY LADIES LEAGUE
Low Gross: Rosemary Adessa (43)
Low Net: Diane Wheaton (30), Ashli Baden (30), Marie Ferro 

(30), Mindy Young (30), Kelli Griswold (30)
Low Putts: Mindy Young (14), Rosemary Adessa (14)
Best Ball: Carol Merkur, Rosemary Adessa, Pam Gross and Al-

lison Campbell (23)
Chip-Ins: Sue Karn (Hole 2)
Birdies: Sue Karn (Hole 2)

Standings
Parmy’s Army              121	 Ferro/Ferro		   89.5
Sister Act	                109.5	Just 4 Fun		   85.5
Choy/Madison             103	 Gross/Campbell	  85.5
Murdock’s Excavation 100	 Mavin Hair & Beauty	      82
Willowbrook	                 99	 FHN		   81.5
Dryden Hotel                98.5	Melodyland		      80
Hess/Spafford              98.5	Willowbrook 2	                             74.5
Klein’s Archery             96.5	Griswold/Smith	                           72.5
Merkur/Adessa            96.5	Dental Arts Group	      68
RPM Auto & Cycle       94.5

Golf Log

Workouts at Nationals Park give members 
of military chance to train in unique setting

AP Photo/Scott Heppell
Dustin Johnson of the United States hits off the 13th tee during a practice round ahead of the 
British Open Golf Championships at Royal Troon golf club in Troon, Scotland, Wednesday.

Being on the good side of the draw 
goes a long way at British Open

Major League Baseball

By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Sports Writer

WASHINGTON — Just af-
ter 7 a.m. on what turned out 
to be a record-tying hottest 
day in the history of the na-
tion’s capital, more than 100 
members of the U.S. military 
sprint from station to station to 
cycle through grueling drills.

The setting is not a mili-
tary base but rather a baseball 
stadium. They run stairs and 
shuttle runs, do pushups in the 
outfield and toss a tennis ball 
next to the visiting bullpen at 
Nationals Park.

It is all part of a high-inten-
sity interval training program 
the Washington Nationals 
started in 2022 to give mem-
bers of the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marine Corps, Space 
Force and Coast Guard the 
chance to come together and 
use the ballpark for a purpose 
well beyond 81 Major League 

home games each season. 
Base HIIT has already at-
tracted over 750 participants 
over four sessions this year, 
growing as it becomes bet-
ter known in the area for the 
ability to work out in such a 
unique setting.

“We thought, ‘What are the 
other parts of a service mem-
ber’s life where we can relate 
to them and give them an ex-
perience they wouldn’t get 
elsewhere?’” Nationals senior 
VP of community and gov-
ernment engagement Gregory 
McCarthy told The Associ-
ated Press after the most re-
cent workout Tuesday. “We 
thought it’s physical exercise, 
which is what they have to 
do as part of their training 
anyway. We’ve got this won-
derful asset of this gorgeous 
ballpark, all this grass, but 
we don’t use it on most of the 
days of the year. So, we talked 

to our grounds crew and we 
made it work.”

The result of ongoing trial 
and error over the past couple 
of years is a 90-minute session 
that opens with a quick, dy-
namic warmup. An introduc-
tory message plays on the gi-
ant outfield video screen from 
starting pitcher Jake Irvin and 
All-Star closer Kyle Finnegan: 
“Welcome to Base HIIT, a 
one-of-a-kind experience that 
lets you work out here on the 
field at Nationals Park.”

Then, the active duty, guard 
and reserve military members 
run a lap around the warning 
track while the grounds crew 
nearby waters the infield. Next 
up is a series of stations, in-
cluding the “wheel of death” 
pushup competition where the 
winner receives four premium 
tickets to a Nationals game of 
their choice.

Everyone who takes part 

can get a pair of tickets to a 
game the following week. But 
that is less of a draw than the 
camaraderie and the chance to 
run around on perfectly mani-
cured grass usually reserved 
exclusively for professional 
baseball players.

“Nobody was forced out 
here, so you’ve got people that 
chose to be out here, so you’re 
going to have great attitude,” 
said 37-year-old Jose Ramos, 
a Marine currently serving at 
Fort Belvoir in northern Vir-
ginia. “Participation’s going 
to be high, and everybody just 
wants to have fun and still get 
better. We’re in the United 
States military. We need to 
stay fit, we need to stay ready 
and stuff like this right here, 
you can stay ready, stay fit 
while having fun.”

The workout comes to a 
crescendo in center field when 
the finalists gather around to 

see who can do the most push-
ups in a row. Surrounded by 
everyone else chanting and 
cheering, Ramos comes out 
on top.

“It was extremely tough — 
physically tough, but pushing 
close to 40, mentally tough,” 
said Ramos, who has been 
with the Marines for nearly 
two decades. “A lot of the ser-
vicemembers out here are a 
lot younger, so I have to show 
them that I can keep up.”

Younger, but similarly to 
Ramos, many are first-timers 
drawn in by the chance to try 
something new that is not of-
fered in the country.

“I like to work out,” said Er-
win Montgomery, a 22-year-
old serving in the Army. “See-
ing this on an MLB field and 
giving our troops something 
to do and work out and grind 
towards is something special 
to me.”

National Basketball Association

By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer

A federal judge has denied a 
request by former NBA player 
Jontay Porter to be allowed to 
resume his basketball career 
in Greece while he is awaiting 
sentencing for his role in a bet-
ting scandal that got him banned 
from the league.

Porter, in a letter sent by attor-
ney Jeff Jensen on Tuesday, had 
asked that some conditions of 
his bond be modified so that he 
can get his U.S. passport back, 
be allowed to travel in Europe 
and to reside in Patras, Greece. 
Jensen told the court that Porter 
would play for the Greek club 
Promitheas BC.

But a court posting Wednes-
day shows the request was de-

nied by Judge LaShann DeArcy 
Hall. Jensen declined to com-
ment on the decision.

In his letter to the judge, Jen-
sen had noted that federal pros-
ecutors in Brooklyn had no op-
position to the request.

“The proposed modifica-
tion would allow Mr. Porter to 
pursue a very fortunate — and 
quickly diminishing — opportu-
nity to earn income through his 
primary skillset,” Jensen wrote. 
“Mr. Porter, and more impor-
tantly his agent, believe such an 
opportunity is unlikely to arise 
again. ... Since being banned 
from the NBA there have been 
no other opportunities available 
to continue his basketball career. 
Mr. Porter has a limited window 
to earn an income through pro-

fessional basketball during his 
prime earning years as a profes-
sional athlete.”

Porter, 24, was banned from 
the NBA after admitting that 
he helped bettors by intention-
ally underperforming in games. 
He pleaded guilty last month to 
a federal conspiracy crime. He 
is free on $250,000 bond while 
awaiting sentencing set on Dec. 
18, and prosecutors have esti-
mated that he could be facing 
a range from just under 3 1/2 
years in prison to a little over 
four years.

Jensen has said Porter “was in 
over his head due to a gambling 
addiction.” Porter told the court 
he has undergone inpatient re-
hab for a gambling problem and 
remains in therapy, which is be-

ing done virtually and wouldn’t 
be affected by a move to Greece, 
Jensen said. The Greek club also 
arranged in-person counseling 
for Porter, and plans called for 
his mother and mother-in-law 
to regularly be with Porter and 
his wife in Greece to provide ad-
ditional family support. Porter’s 
wife is expecting a baby, Jensen 
said.

Porter averaged 4.4 points, 3.2 
rebounds and 2.3 assists in 26 
games, including five starts for 
Toronto this past season. He also 
played in 11 games for Memphis 
in the 2020-21 season.

Porter was banned by NBA 
Commissioner Adam Silver in 
April after a league probe found 
he disclosed confidential infor-
mation to sports bettors. 

Jontay Porter, banned from NBA, denied 
permission to resume his career in Greece

By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer

TROON, Scotland — Justin 
Thomas made his British Open 
debut at Royal Troon eight years 
ago, and it taught him every-
thing he needs to know about 
what can make this major so 
maddening.

It had nothing to do with gorse 
bushes or pot bunkers. It was 
about weather and tee times.

“I was in the bad one,” Thom-
as said.

By that he meant the bad side 
of the draw, and it’s part of the 
charm — or curse — of the 
Open.

It was fairly benign in the 
opening round at Royal Troon in 
2016, all the way through Friday 
morning until 30 mph wind and 
a driving rain made players in 
the afternoon feel they were on a 
different course than those who 
played early.

So severe was the change in 
weather that the leading 14 play-
ers going into the weekend, in-
cluding Henrik Stenson and Phil 
Mickelson, came from one side 
of the draw.

“I’ve never in my life grinded 
so hard to finish 50th,” Thomas 
said. “I shot 77 and made the cut 
by one. The worst part was Sat-
urday and Sunday. The morning 
was the worst and you couldn’t 
gain any ground.”

Summer daylight hours in the 
U.K. enable players to start off 
one tee for the entire day. Justin 
Leonard will hit the opening tee 
shot today. Sam Horsfield is the 
last to play.

That allows the weather to 
play a massive role. That hap-
pens elsewhere, but it is more 
pronounced in links golf. Some-
times the worst of it is in the 
morning, as in 2008 when Rich 
Beem and Sandy Lyle walked 
off Royal Birkdale after nine and 
10 holes, respectively.

The forecast for the start of 
the 152nd Open is for off-and-on 
rain during the day with gusts in 
the 20 mph range early in the af-
ternoon — about the time Rory 
McIlroy and Jon Rahm are fin-
ishing their rounds — and then 
easing late. And then more gusts 
Friday afternoon.

It’s worth noting the forecast 
seems to change by the day. 
No one will really know until 
they’re in the clear, or feeling 
like they are being blown into 
the Irish sea.

In recent times, Louis Oost-
huizen caught the good side 
of the draw in St. Andrews. It 
was relatively calm — McIlroy 
opened with a 63 in 2010 — and 
then the wind became so fierce 
in the afternoon that McIlroy 
shot 80.

Oosthuizen finished his 65-67 

start right before the wind came 
through. His name stayed atop 
the leaderboard for 11 hours that 
day and he led by five when it 
was over and wound up winning 
by seven shots. Good golf and a 
good draw go a long way.

“It’s part and parcel of the 
Open. There’s always good 
draws and bad draws,” Tommy 
Fleetwood said. “Generally if 
you get unlucky and there is a 
good side and a bad side, that’s 
wiping out half the field already. 
The good news is if you’re on 
the good side. That’s half of 
them gone and you only have to 
beat half the field.

“But that’s always been part 
of the Open and that’s the beauty 
of it,” he said. “You have to be 
ready for whatever the condi-
tions bring, along with the golf 
course. It’s very important to 

embrace what can happen.”
Another memorable example 

was Saturday at Muirfield in 
2002. Tiger Woods had won 
the Masters and U.S. Open that 
year, raising possibilities of a 
calendar Grand Slam. He was 
two off the lead going into the 
third round when a storm off the 
Firth of Forth brought rain and 
40 mph gusts. Woods shot 81 — 
nine others were in the 80s — 
and there went the Grand Slam.

Even getting the bad end 
of the draw is not the end of 
the Open. Padraig Harrington 
should serve as inspiration to ev-
eryone for what he did in 2008 at 
Royal Birkdale. He was caught 
in the raging wind and scrapped 
his way to a 74. 

Harrington went on to win by 
four shots for his second straight 
Open title.

Golf
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By ANDREW DALTON 
AP Entertainment Writer
LOS ANGELES — “The 

Bear” went on a tear at Wednes-
day morning’s Emmy nomina-
tions with a comedy-series re-
cord 23, and “Shogun” led all 
nominees with 25 in a dominant 
year across categories for FX.

Nominations for the “The 
Bear,” up for its second season 
in which its rag-tag band of 
sandwich makers tries to create 
an elite restaurant, included best 
comedy series and best actor 
in a comedy series for Jeremy 
Allen White — both awards it 
won at January’s strike-delayed 
ceremony — along with best ac-
tress for Ayo Edebiri, who won 
best supporting actress last time 
around.

It was also boosted by a boun-
ty of guest acting nominations, 
including Jamie Lee Curtis and 
Olivia Colman, two of many Os-
car winners who landed nomina-
tions.

“Shogun” took full advantage 
of the absence of last year’s top 
three nominees — “Succes-
sion,” “The White Lotus” and 
“The Last of Us” — to dominate 
in drama and give FX, with 93 
overall nominations, the kind of 
strong year often reserved for 
HBO, which even in this “off” 
year received 91.

Its nominations included best 
drama series, best actress in a 
drama series for Anna Sawai and 
best actor for Hiroyuki Sanada.

The show shook up the dra-
ma race when its makers said 
in May that despite reaching 
the end of the story of James 
Clavell’s novel about political 
machinations in early 17th cen-
tury Japan, they would explore 
making more than one season, 
shifting the critical darling from 
the limited series category to the 
more prestigious drama one.

“True Detective: Night Coun-
try” was a bright spot for HBO, 
which lost “Succession” to re-
tirement and is between seasons 
on “The White Lotus” and “The 
Last of Us.”

The show, a semi-spinoff of 
the “True Detective” franchise, 
led all limited or anthology se-
ries nominees with 19, includ-
ing a best actress nomination for 
Jodie Foster for playing a police 
chief investigating mysterious 
deaths in the darkness of a north 
Alaskan winter.

Kali Reis, who plays Foster’s 
investigating partner and rival 
on the show and is nominated 
for best supporting actress in a 
limited series, joins Lily Glad-
stone, in the same category for 
“Under the Bridge,” as the first 
Indigenous women to get Emmy 
acting nominations. D’Pharaoh 
Woon-A-Tai of “Reservation 
Dogs” becomes the first Indig-
enous actor to be recognized for 
lead with his best actor in a com-

edy nom.
The only previous Indigenous 

acting nominee, according to 
Variety, was August Schellen-
berg, who received an Emmy 
nomination in 2007 for his per-
formance as Sitting Bull in the 
HBO TV movie “Bury My Heart 
at Wounded Knee.”

“True Detective” is expected 
to vie for the best limited series 
Emmy with “Fargo,” which had 
15 nominations and gives FX a 
shot at a triple crown if its fa-
vorites win drama and comedy 
series. Netflix has its own pair 
of contenders in the category. 
“Baby Reindeer” became a mi-
nor cultural phenomenon and 
Emmy upstart in recent months. 
It got 11 nominations, includ-
ing best actor for star and cre-
ator Richard Gadd. “Ripley,” 
a black-and-white retelling of 
Patricia Highsmith’s novel “The 

Talented Mr. Ripley,” got 13 
nominations including acting 
nods for Andrew Scott and Da-
kota Fanning. The shows along 
dozens of acknowledgements in 
craft and comedy special catego-
ries, helped Netflix lead all out-
lets with 107 nominations.

Foster was another of the 
Academy Award winners to get 
Emmy nods, along with fellow 
multiple Oscar winner Meryl 
Streep, up for best supporting 
actress in a comedy for “Only 
Murders in the Building;” reign-
ing best supporting actor winner 
Robert Downey Jr., up for best 
supporting actor in a limited se-
ries for playing several charac-
ters in “The Sympathizer;” and 
Gary Oldman, up for best ac-
tor in a drama series for “Slow 
Horses.”

“Only Murders,” a perennial 
Emmy nominee for Hulu with 

few wins, outdid itself this year 
with 21, behind only “Shogun” 
and “The Bear.” Leads Steve 
Martin and Martin Short were 
nominated for best actor, and, in 
her first Emmy nomination as a 
performer, Selena Gomez got a 
nod for best actress.

Old Emmy favorites also re-
turned. Jon Hamm, who had one 
Emmy from 16 previous nomi-
nations, most of them for “Mad 
Men,” got two nominations, one 
for actor in a limited or anthol-
ogy series for “Fargo” and an-
other for supporting actor in a 
drama for “The Morning Show.” 
His “Morning Show” castmate 
Jennifer Aniston is considered 
by many the favorite to win the 
best drama actress Emmy to go 
with the comedy actress trophy 
she won for “Friends.”

And four-time Emmy win-
ner Tony Shalhoub has a shot 
at his fifth for reprising his role 
as Adrian Monk in “Mr. Monk’s 
Last Case: A Monk Movie.”

Former “Saturday Night 
Live” and “Bridesmaids” co-
stars Kristen Wiig and Maya Ru-
dolph each landed best actress in 
a comedy noms for Apple TV+ 
shows about wealthy women: 
Wiig for “Palm Royale” and 
Rudolph for “Loot.” Each also 
were nominated for their returns 
to host “SNL.”

Getting back to its traditional 
schedule, the show will be held 
Sept. 15 at the Peacock Theater 
in Los Angeles and air on ABC.

Many still-airing shows didn’t 
fall into this year’s eligibility 
window of June 2023 through 
May 2024, whether because of 
streaming and elite cable calen-
dar quirks or the strikes — in-
cluding “House of the Dragon,” 
“Bridgerton,” “Yellowjackets” 
and “Severance.”

By KEN RITTER 
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — A final 
blast from The Mirage’s signa-
ture volcano marked the pas-
sage Wednesday of an aging 
Las Vegas resort that wowed 
crowds when it opened in 1989 
and went on to revolutionize 
the casino resort industry and 
reshape Las Vegas as a tourist 
destination.

“What would The Mirage be 
without one last volcano erup-
tion?” asked Joe Lupo, proper-
ty president of The Mirage, as 
he ended a closing ceremony 
that drew hundreds of onlook-
ers, including many of the 127 
employees who’ve been at the 
3,044-room resort from the be-
ginning.

“It’s sad to see it go,” Jessica 
Hock, a Las Vegas resident who 
said her mother worked at The 
Mirage when it first opened, 
told the Las Vegas Sun during 
a Sunday night visit ahead of 
Wednesday’s ceremony. She 
said she’d miss many things 
about the resort, including its 
lush tropical forest beneath the 
domed glass atrium and a faint 
piña colada scent in the air.

Jim Allen, head of the prop-
erty’s new owner, Florida-
based Hard Rock International 
and Seminole Gaming, said 
Wednesday that work would 
“literally start tomorrow” to 
raze the volcano that rumbled 
and gushed nightly for nearly 
35 years.

Lupo remains the property 
president following the change 
of hands. He said the new Hard 
Rock Las Vegas will open in 
2027.

Plans call for a 600-room 
guitar-shaped hotel that ren-
derings depict with guitar 
string-like beams spiking into 
the night sky from a purplish 
660-foot tower. Allen prom-
ised more details in months to 
come.

Elaine Wynn, billionaire 
philanthropist and ex-wife of 
casino mogul Steve Wynn, 
who built the property, recalled 
that two performing tigers be-
longing to resort headliners 
Siegfried & Roy were the first 
“guests” through the door in 
November 1989. She said the 
first wave of people stopped, 
stared and applauded beneath 
the atrium. The illusionist duo 
and their tigers performed at 
The Mirage for 14 years, end-
ing in 2003.

Costing $630 million, The 
Mirage was no simple gam-
bling hall. It was the world’s 
largest hotel at the time. Guests 
were met by two bronze mer-
maid statues on the way to 
check in at a desk with a huge 
shark and fish tank behind it.

It had glitzy shops, celebrity 
chef restaurants and theater-
sized showrooms featuring 
headliners like Johnny Mathis, 
Kenny Rogers and Dolly Par-
ton. Later, it became home to 
The Beatles-themed Cirque 
du Soleil show “Love,” which 
ended its 18-year run earlier 
this month.

“Instead of neon, a garden of 
dozens of rich Canary Island 
palm trees and a cool refresh-
ing waterfall,” Steve Wynn 
recalled in a statement of rec-
ollections he released Monday 
through his Las Vegas attor-
ney, Donald Campbell. Wynn 
titled it “An Homage to Lady 
Mirage.” He did not attend 
Wednesday’s ceremonies.

In his statement, Wynn noted 
The Mirage was the first new 
hotel in Las Vegas in several 
years and opened amid compe-
tition from casinos in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, and the ex-
pansion of tribal gambling in 
California. He pointed to a de-
cade-long resort building boom 
that followed, helping make 
Las Vegas one of the fastest-
growing cities in America.

The iconic Mirage 
has closed its doors 
on Las Vegas Strip

‘Shogun’ leads all Emmy nominees 
with 25 while ‘The Bear’ earns 23

Katie Yu/FX via AP
This image released by FX shows Eita Okuno as Saeki Nobutatsu in a scene from “Shogun.”

Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP
Tourists take video of the final “volcano eruption” show 
in front of the Mirage hotel-casino before the casino was 
closed Wednesday, in Las Vegas.

Det. turns vigilante 
in funny and savage 
‘Sugar on the Bones’

99
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 FX via AP
This image released by FX shows Jeremy Allen White as Car-
men Berzatto, in a scene from “The Bear.”

By BRUCE DESILVA
 Associated Press

Minnie Polson was in some 
sort of trouble, so a friend rec-
ommended the private eye firm 
of Hap Collins, his wife Brett, 
and their pal Leonard Pine. But 
when they meet, Minnie doesn’t 
like their attitude, and they don’t 
like hers.

Hours after they agree to part 
company, Minnie’s mansion 
burns to the ground—the fire so 
intense that the only thing left of 
Minnie is a blackened arm. At 
first, the authorities deem it an 
accident, but Hap and company 
aren’t so sure.

Feeling a bit guilty that they’d 
turned her away, and wondering 
if she’d be alive if they hadn’t, 
they decide to poke around a 
little to see what they might turn 
up. They turn up plenty in “Sug-
ar on the Bones,” Joe R. Lans-
dale’s 13th thriller featuring the 
East Texas private eyes.

Hap and his partners are clev-
er, persistent, politically incor-
rect, heavily armed and capable 
of extreme violence when threat-
ened or provoked. They also 

think they’re funny and often 
are, the humor trending toward 
irony, wisecracks and sarcasm.

At first, the detectives focus 
on Minnie’s relatives, some of 
whom had a lot to gain from 
the rich woman’s death. How-
ever, somebody doesn’t like the 
private eyes asking questions. 
Soon, people they interview 
about the case start turning up 
dead, and Hap and his partners 
are targeted for murder.

It turns out that Minnie’s death 
was a small cog in a massive 
conspiracy involving a series 
of hideous crimes. For a time, 
the private detectives work with 
a senior police official, but he 
can’t figure out a legal way to 
end the carnage. So he tells the 
detectives he’ll look the other 
way if they take the bad guys off 
the board.

“It’s murder. It’s unlawful. 
It’s vigilante,” Hap says. “And I 
didn’t want to do it. But I knew 
I would.”

So Hap and company recruit 
three old friends who have even 
fewer compunctions about vio-
lence than they do, and they go 
to war. 

The result is what may be the 
best novel in this fine series. 

Book review
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Astrological Forecast

Word of the Day

By Magi Helena
Friday, July 19, 2024

ARIES (March 21-April 
19): Closure might elude you 
if a request for commitment 
remains unanswered. You may 
want or need more freedom 
and further exploration of al-
ternatives. Consider spend-
ing more time with friends 
to expand your happiness. 
  TAURUS (April 20-May 
20): You’re the director of 
your life, so take charge and be 
ready for any challenges. Fair-
ness and understanding may 
be something to cherish as life 
has a way of balancing things 
out when you least expect it. 
  GEMINI (May 21-June 
20): Imagine yourself as a 
cosmic marathon runner. 
Once you have set a new 
goal, getting to the finish line 
might seem like an endur-
ance race. Accomplishing 
worthy pursuits can require 
unflagging determination. 
  CANCER (June 21-July 
22): You might be ready for a 
peaceful sanctuary and tranquil 
surroundings. Someone close 
might be more concerned about 
today’s money story while you 
may be focused on attaining 
lasting financial prosperity. 
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Get together with those who 
understand your quirks; the 
friends who can share bad 
jokes and reminisce about old 
movies. Amidst their company, 
stress may unravel, allowing 
forgotten pastimes to resurface. 
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
There is no shame in slow starts 
or a change in plans. Anyone 
who genuinely loves you or 
cares about what could be best 
for you should understand. This 
may be a good day to set the re-
cord straight or make amends. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22): Your tasks aren’t going 
anywhere. Save the profes-
sional lingo for the next meet-
ing and consider focusing on 
connection and togetherness. 
The next social event and 
good deals at your favorite 
store may be ready for you. 

  SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21): Amid the rush and hustle 
and bustle, you may find a ha-
ven of peace and serenity. Your 
kindness to those under pres-
sure could leave a lasting im-
pact. Consider taking time to 
meet up with friends tonight. 
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21): Be mindful of the 
difference between desires and 
needs. Harmony within your in-
ner circle could be restored with 
little effort. A partner or loved 
one could inspire you to test out 
ways to monetize your ideas. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19): It’s always nice to 
lend a hand, even when the 
extra demands on your time 
were not expected. You might 
find yourself committing to 
something truly rewarding and 
fulfilling that brings you joy. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): Success and dedication 
can be admirable but don’t let 
it get in the way of enjoying 
time with people who matter. 
Learn more about your inter-
ests and share what you’ve 
learned during conversation. 
  PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20): Sometimes, meetings 
may feel a bit dull, but hang 
in there since you might just 
meet a new connection. Learn-
ing the lesson instead of self-
recrimination can restore peace 
and keep your dreams sweet. 
  IF  JULY 19 IS YOUR 
BIRTHDAY: Put your ego to 
rest as you may benefit from 
being kinder and more con-
siderate during the next two 
weeks. Your high energy might 
be admirable, but you may 
rush ahead or leap without 
looking first. You may enjoy 
a full social calendar or spend 
more time building a network 
of contacts who might help to 
keep you levelheaded in Au-
gust. Your financial strategies 
could be successful during the 
first half of September, when 
you may be more astute about 
ways to leverage your assets 
and negotiate. 

BABY BLUES

BEETLE BAILEY

DUSTIN

GARFIELD

HI AND LOIS

MUTTS

TIGER

ZITS

ANIMAL CRACKERS HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

          coterie (KOH-tuh-ree)		
Definition: (noun) Coterie refers to an intimate and often exclu-
sive group of people with a unifying common interest or purpose. 	
	Example: The mayor arrived at the meeting with a coterie of advi-
sors.				                                         				  
				            — Courtesy Merriam-Webster Online                               
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Village Terrace & Country Town Homes
1 Holiday Drive, Cortland • (607) 753-9865

• NEWLY REMODELED APARTMENTS
• FREE HEAT AND HOT WATER
• LUXURY FINISHES & PET FRIENDLY
• APARTMENTS ARE GOING FAST

Contract Bridge

PETS
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PREPAYMENT
*Required for all the

following ads before
they will appear in 

classified:    
 � POSITIONS WANTED

 � FREE ANIMALS
� BABY-SITTING

� MOVING SALES
� TELEPHONE TOLL -

CALLS
� WANTED TO RENT
� HOUSE CLEANING
� NO TELEPHONE -

LISTING
� SUBLETTING
� APARTMENT-

SHARING

   �    �    �    �    �

Human Resources 
Assistant

Town of Cortlandville
The Town of Cortlandville 
is seeking applications for 

a permanent, part-time 
(17.5 hours per week)

human resources 
assistant. The position will 

report to the Town 
Supervisor and be 

responsible for providing 
administrative support for 
all aspects of the human 

resources function for 
the town. Duties

will include but are not 
limited to: staff recruitment,

onboarding, benefits 
orientation, acting as the

liaison with civil service, file
maintenance, preparation 

of reports and 
correspondence, reports, 

and payroll back up.
This is a competitive civil 
service position and as 
such, any successful 

applicant will be appointed 
to the position provisionally

and when offered, must 
take and successfully 

score/pass the 
required civil service
test in order to be 

permanently appointed. No
benefits accompany 

this position.
Salary range: $18-20,000
Minimum qualifications: 

Either:
(1) Possession of an 
associates degree or 

higher and 
two (2) years clerical work

 involving computer
work OR

(2) Graduation from high 
school or possession of a 
high school equivalency 

diploma and four (4)
years of experience as 

defined in (1) OR
(3) Any equivalent 

combination of experience 
and training as defined by 

the limits of (1) and (2)
above

(4) Excellent interpersonal 
skills/customer 

service skills
(5) Excellent organizational

skills
(6) Proficient in Microsoft 

office suite or related 
software

Preferred qualifications:
(1) Knowledge of human 

resources and 
associated procedures, 

protocols and laws
(2) 1-3 years of experience

in a human resources 
office/department

Interested applicants 
should complete the 
required civil service 
application, include a 

resume and the
contact information for 

three (3) references and 
forward either electronically

or hard copy to:
Mr. Tom Williams

Supervisor
Town of Cortlandville
3577 Terrace Road
Cortland, NY 13045

tawilliams@
cortlandville.org

Application review will 
begin on Monday, July 29, 
2024. The civil service job 

application may be
accessed on line or 

downloaded for printing at:
https://secure.na4.

adobesign.com/public/es
ignWidget?wid=CBF

CIBAA3AAABLblqZhC_HQ
PS5c2QCp9FC-

uTCnY4QX2QDzFkKWI
w0WDK0tjHZ1-TOLp6zny

CmOGROeRtm7Y*#

TYPIST II
OCM BOCES Seven 

Valleys New Tech 
Academy has the need for 
a full-time Typist II to be 
located in Cortland, NY.  
Successful candidate will 
provide direct secretarial 

support for different 
Special Education
programs within 

OCM BOCES. Two years 
of full-time clerical 

experience is required. 
This is a Civil Service class

position and continued 
employment is contingent 
on successfully passing the

required exam. 
Register and apply at:

www.olasjobs.org/central
or send letter of interest 

and resume to: 
recruitment@

ocmboces.org.  
For more information, visit 

our website at: 
www.ocmboces.org 

EOE   

Rates Starting at $49
J.D. Junk and Clean out 

& Handyman Service
SAME DAY SERVICE

 7 DAYS A WEEK, 
WINTER CLEAN OUTS

WE CLEAN OUT 
BASEMENTS, ATTICS, 
CELLARS, GARAGES, 

YARDS, TREE SERVICE 
& ESTATES

WE TAKE DOWN 
GARAGES, FENCES, 

POOLS, SHEDS & MORE!
J.D. JUNK AND CLEAN 

OUT SERVICE
A HOUSEHOLD NAME 

YOU CAN TRUST
ANY PLACE YOU LIVE 

WE GO!
Mastercard and Visa

607-242-8076

Rentals

GABLE INN
14 PORT WATSON ST.
Clean, Restful. 756-5453

OFFICE SPACE
Call 756-5672

�

End Rolls
- Making Banners
- Special Projects
- Great for Packing
- Covering Tables
- And so Much More!

$1 Per Pound
+ Tax

�

NEWSPRINT
SCRATCH PADS

Various Sizes

70 cents per pound
+ tax

Great For...

-Kids to Draw/Doodle on
-Writing Notes

-Shopping Lists and
much more!!!

If interested,
 Stop into the 

Cortland Standard
110 Main St., Cortland.

   �     �     �     �     �

PRINTED 
NEWS-PRINT

BUNDLES
(Strapped)

$2.50/Bundle + Tax

Ideal For Bedding
For Animals

Call The
Cortland Standard

For Availability
756-5665

    �     �     �     �     �

FOR SALE
Couch and Loveseat: $100
Double outdoor grill: $100
4 Large boxes of wedding 
plates, pillars and etc: $100

Best offer on all things
Call (607)-753-1006
or can be seen at 

103 River St. Cortland, Ny
Friday 8am - 4pm

GARAGE SALE
1241 Bell Drive

Friday July 19, 8 – 4
Men's Fuji Hybrid bike, 

Indoor bike trainer, 
Sander's Bow, tables, 

Hitchcock chairs, 
household items, home 
décor, costume jewelry, 

garden tools, 
CHS yearbooks.

Lots of good stuff!
M&B

Garage Sale 
130 Tompkins Street, 

Cortland. 
Saturday, July 20, 2024 

from 8-2 p.m.
All sorts of housewares, 
as well as a dog crate; 

photo equipment; games, 
framed pictures, toys, 

mens and womens 
clothing, bicycle parts, 

tires, CDs and lots more!!!!

GARAGE SALE
1581 Saunders Rd. 

Cortland.
Friday & Saturday 9 – 3

Tools and other 
misc. items!

GARAGE SALE
263 McLean Rd.

July 21st through the 27th

9am – 4pm
Plants, TV, microwave, 
lawn mower, lawn set, 

dolls, fishing equipment 
and too much to list!

GARAGE SALE
Friday & Saturday

July 19th and 20th 9am-3pm
254 Cortland Rd/RT 13 

Dryden.
Household furniture, 

clothing, toys, 
sporting goods, books, 

electronics and 
much more!

Garage Sale
Friday 7/19 9-4 and 
Saturday 7/20 9-2

NO EARLY BIRDS 
PLEASE

4038 Westmore Lane (off 
Kinney Gulf) Cortland

 Books, youth North Face 
hiking backpack, girls bike 
and some small furniture. 

Mens and Womens 
clothing. Misc. household 

items including Tupperware
and Pampered Chef. Thirty
One Gifts purses and totes 

at discounted prices. 
Most items will be ½ off 
from 12-2 on Saturday.

GARAGE SALE
July 19th and 20th

1102 Halstead Road
(off Tompkins St.)

Post cards, Stoneware 
Jugs, collectibles 
and much more. 

Friday, 8 - 4 
Saturday, 8 – 1.

MULTI FAMILY SALE
July 19th, 20th and 21st

on Halstead Road 
(off Tompkins St.)
Some sales on 

Friday, 8 – 4, more sales 
on Saturday and Sunday 

8 - 1. Too much to list!

Sale
Camping stuff, grills, 
10x12 Eureka tent, 

14-foot canoe. Tools, 
industrial drill press, 
chain saw, vintage 

cultivator, ski's, bicycle, old
oil lamps, rolltop desk, 

drying rack, lamps, 
microwaves, tables, 

furniture. Books, 
CDs, DVDs, laserdisc, 

beer taps. Little girls toys &
clothes. Household items, 

collectibles, lots more. 
Friday, July 19, and 

Saturday, July 20, 9-4, 
3336 Rt.26, Taylor, 

toward Pitcher.

Yellow Barn 
Development 

(Chelsey Circle, Foot Hill,
Scenic Way, Scout Lane, 
Spring Run, Yellow Barn)

Garage Sales, 
Freeville/Dryden Friday, 

July 19 9am-5pm, 
Saturday, July 20 

9am - 3pm 
and 2 houses Sunday, 

July 21 9am - ?

OLD: JEWELRY  
Bracelets, Necklaces, 
Rings, Pins, Pocket 

watches, Gold items, 
Silver Native American, 

Costume.
Greg  836-9988

ROTTWEILER PUPPIES
AKC purebred 

females available. 
Seven weeks old.

Home: (607)-863-4570
Cell: (607)-345-4982

MUNSONS AUTO 
SALES  

Find A Complete List of 
Our Vehicles at: 

munsonsautosales.com
607-838-3022

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED  SERVICES

RENTAL SECTION

ROOMS WITHOUT
BOARD

COMMERCIAL/

STORAGE

 MERCHANDISE

GARAGE SALES GARAGE SALES WANTED TO BUY

 AUTOMOBILES

Local News

Delivered
right to your

mailbox!

Call 756-5665

Print Subscriber?
Call us today at 

(607) 756-5665
to update your email 

information and log in for 
free digital access to

cortlandstandard.com 

BUYING?
SELLING?

Check the 
Classifieds!

If it’s happening in 
YYOOUURR ccoommmmuunniittyy

it’s in the
CortlandStandard.

Looking for a...

New Job?
We’ve Got It!  

Cortland Standard
Local Classifieds

THE KEYS to your new
home may be in the classi-
fied real estate columns.

JUST WHAT the doctor
ordered, classified ads for a
sick budget.

EXPECT SERVICE from
service experts daily in the
classified columns.

ONE WORD explains why
people use classified –
RESULTS!

IF YOU can't find that
unusual item, ask for it with
a classified ad.

GOT A special talent to
offer? Tell the public with a
classified ad.

"SUBTRACT" those things
gathering dust – "AD" $$ to
your income.

THERE ARE no shortages
of great buys when you
shop the classifieds.

WHEN YOU plant a classi-
fied ad, you get a big crop
of replies.
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Capital One credit company offers $265B benefit plan 
to appease regulators for planned purchase of Discover

By KEN SWEET 
AP Business Writer

NEW YORK — Capital One 
said Wednesday it plans to offer 
$265 billion in lending, invest-
ing and philanthropy projects as 
part of its pending $35 billion 
merger with Discover Financial. 
The plan is designed to appease 
federal bank regulators, who 
have been initially skeptical of 
approving the merger, which 
would create the world’s largest 
credit card company if it goes 
through.

The five-year, $265 billion 
community benefit plan consists 
of several initiatives by Capital 

One, including a plan to lend 
$200 billion to low- and middle-
income consumers, $44 billion 
in community development 
work and hundreds of millions 
of dollars to nonprofits, small 
businesses and minority-owned 
financial institutions.

Announced back in February, 
Capital One said it plans to buy 
and merge with Discover Finan-
cial Services, which will create 
the seventh-largest bank in the 
country as well as the largest 
credit card company. Capital 
One would also acquire Discov-
er’s payment network.

The Biden Administration has 

not weighed in on the Capital 
One-Discover merger specifi-
cally yet, but some of the major 
bank regulators and Democratic 
politicians have made public 
comments that large bank merg-
ers — those over $100 billion 
like this deal — should be given 
extra scrutiny. Other non-bank 
mergers have also received in-
creased scrutiny from the Fed-
eral Trade Commission and De-
partment of Justice.

Several community and con-
sumer groups have expressed 
concern or alarm about the size 
of the merged company, feeling 
it might reduce competition, and 

how much exposure a combined 
Capital One-Discover has to the 
credit card market.

Notably, Capital One is in-
cluding credit card lending as 
part of its plan. The McLean, 
Virginia-based company plans 
to offer $125 billion in credit 
card loans to low- and middle-
income consumers as well as 
$75 billion in auto lending. 
Historically banks would offer 
lending programs to small busi-
nesses and mortgages, but Capi-
tal One doesn’t have a mortgage 
lending department to do so.

Consumer groups are expect-
ed to put heavy pressure on the 

Biden Administration to make 
sure the deal is good for con-
sumers as well as shareholders.

“The reason Capital One isn’t 
making any mortgage com-
mitments here has some dark 
irony: They quit mortgage sev-
en years ago, breaking prom-
ises they made the last time 
they bluffed regulators to get a 
merger through,” said Jesse Van 
Tol, CEO of the National Com-
munity Reinvestment Coalition, 
a group that often works with 
banks to develop these commu-
nity lending programs. NCRC 
did not work with Capital One 
on this plan, but has worked 

with Capital One in the past on 
similar programs when it had 
previous mergers.

Capital One said the plan was 
developed in partnership with 
the National Association for La-
tino Community Asset Builders, 
NeighborWorks America, the 
Opportunity Finance Network 
and the Woodstock Institute.

Capital One also pledged not 
to close any branches as part 
of the merger, and to continue 
opening more branches in low-
income neighborhoods. The 
bank promised to keep one third 
of its branches in low-to-middle 
income census tracts as well. 
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This New York City vet makes house calls. In ‘Pets 
and the City,’ she’s penned a memoir full of tails

AP Photo/Mary Altaffer
Dr. Amy Attas, right, and licensed veterinary technician Jeanine Lunz examine Cody Healey, an 8-year-old male Maltese, 
during a house call, April 23, in New York.

AP Photo/Mary Altaffer
Dr. Amy Attas, right, goes over a 19-year-old male domestic short 
haired cat’s care with his human Wendy Beyer during a house call, 
April 23, in New York.

AP Photo/Mary Altaffer
Dr. Amy Attas, left, and licensed veterinary techni-
cian Jeanine Lunz, center, arrive at a client’s apart-
ment building, April 23, in New York. 

By LEANNE ITALIE
AP Lifestyles Writer

NEW YORK — As a city kid, 
Amy Attas had big dreams of 
roaming the countryside, heal-
ing animals a la James Herriot’s 
classic “All Creatures Great and 
Small.”

How did it go? Well, the vet-
erinarian made it from Queens 
to Manhattan, spending the last 
32 years traversing the streets 
of her hometown as a full-time 
house call doc.

And, boy, does she have sto-
ries to tell, from escaping a mas-
sive, ailing and territory-threat-
ened Rottweiler, fangs fully 
bared, to three weeks on intrave-
nous antibiotics after a nasty bite 
from a cat patient.

Then there’s the humans be-
having badly (“No dog of mine 
will be neutered!”) and the pam-
pered celebrity-owned pets, in-
cluding the beloved dogs of the 
late Joan Rivers, whom Attas 
counted as a friend. Cher once 
bared all to show Attas a rash 
after she adopted a dog with 
mange, and Billy Joel serenaded 
her on piano.

“You’ll never guess what hap-
pened today,” was Attas’ nightly 
refrain to her husband. Now, 
she’s collected those tales into a 
juicy and compassionate mem-
oir, “Pets and the City,” out to-
day.

Woven among her stories are 
tips and advice for animal lov-
ers.

IN-HOME PET CARE
 IS NO LONGER A RARITY

The pug-loving Attas had 
no grand business plan for her 
City Pets practice when she first 
packed up supplies and began 
traveling by subway and taxi. 
She had just left a tony Upper 
East Side animal hospital and 
some of her clients, including 
Rivers, wanted to keep using 
her. She assumed the house calls 
would be temporary.

“When I started, it was a nov-
elty,” Attas said. “From day one 
I was busy.”

She has more company now 
as concierge services in general 
have grown in popularity. Other 
vets around the country do it 
full time like Attas, while some 
maintain brick-and-mortar prac-
tices and provide home services 
for end-of-life care.

Attas, meanwhile, has gradu-
ated to a private car and driver. 
She starts her days at 8 a.m., 
accompanied by one or both of 
her nurses. She allowed The As-
sociated Press to tag along on a 
recent afternoon.

“I initially thought my prac-
tice would be filled with people 
who had difficulty getting to the 
veterinarian and maybe older 
people who had pets, or people 
with physical disabilities,” she 
said. They do seek her out but, 
Attas said, “what I didn’t realize 
was how attractive it would be to 
all kinds of other pet owners.”

Meet Puddy, the beloved 
19-year-old domestic short hair 
cat of artist Wendy Beyer. The ar-
thritic black-and-white feline has 
high blood pressure and requires 
monthly checks. Beyer found At-
tas through an online search.

“It’s life-changing,” Beyer 
said of having Puddy cared for 
in the comfort of his own home, 
a cozy sun- and art-filled apart-
ment in the Hudson Yards neigh-
borhood. “He’s never liked be-
ing in a carrier. It’s so traumatic 
trying to get him in the carrier 
myself.”

Beyer also likes Attas’ no-
pressure approach to her deci-
sion to let Puddy age naturally 
without heroic measures.

“I think it’s helping to ex-

tend his life. He’s a really re-
laxed chill kitty. He’s not being 
stressed out,” Beyer said.

Hop on over to Fifth Avenue 
for a check on Cody, an ador-
able, barky white Maltese who, 
at age 8, is a bundle of fun-lov-
ing energy. He’s at the center of 
Lisa Healey’s life.

Cody has itchy allergies 

and a heart murmur. Attas, who 
helped the Healeys bid farewell 
to a previous dog, regularly sees 
Cody in the couple’s spacious 
apartment.

“This is our child and we 
would do anything for our chil-
dren, so it’s worth the cost. It’s 
worth every penny. I don’t even 
think about it,” Healey said.

NOT YOUR 
AVERAGE VET PRACTICE

House calls are a far differ-
ent beast for vets than regular 
practices. There’s the travel, of 
course, no small thing in Man-
hattan. On a recent round, Attas 
and nurse Jeanine Lunz made 
use of their in-car time answer-
ing phone calls, working on 

scheduling and tending to the 
numerous other tasks most vets 
deal with when they have a few 
minutes between exams.

“It takes much longer than 
just waiting for a patient to come 
in and going from exam room to 
exam room in a hospital,” Attas 
said.

The cost of her transporta-

tion (she’s Manhattan-only) is 
included in the fee. She charges 
an additional fee for seeing mul-
tiple pets at once. It’s less than 
making more than one trip to a 
vet’s office or what other vets 
may charge for seeing more than 
one pet on the same day, she 
said. Attas restricts her practice 
to dogs and cats.

In all, Attas said her services 
can be about 30% more than 
brick-and-mortar practices. She 
doesn’t perform surgery, but 
she provides typical care, from 
vaccinations to blood and urine 
draws, relying on specialists for 
things like severe heart and eye 
issues. She uses animal hospitals 
when large equipment is needed 
or for acute emergencies when 
every second counts.

So far, Attas has seen more 
than 7,000 animals in her trav-
els, including the pets of Joel, 
Wayne Gretzky, Steve Martin 
and Kevin Kline. At minimum, 
she or one of the two other vets 
in her practice visit 12 to 15 
homes daily. Her personal best 
in terms of animals seen in a day 
is 23.

Attas and her human clients 
point to other advantages of 
house calls. Once clients are 
established, the humans don’t 
have to be home.

“Sometimes they have their 
doorman let us in. Sometimes 
their nanny or their housekeeper 
is at home. And many of our 
clients actually give us keys to 
their apartments,” Attas said.

HOUSE CALLS AREN’T
 JUST FOR THE RICH

Attas dispels the notion that 
her client list is solely filled with 
pets of the wealthy.

“I go to billionaires’ homes. 
I go to housing projects. I work 
with not-for-profits to help se-
niors continue to live with their 
pets,” she said. “Some of my fa-
vorite clients through the years 
were people who didn’t really 
have a lot, but what they cher-
ished most were their pets.”

Attas never wants to be so 
busy that she loses the intimate 
value of home visits.

“When you’re in the home, 
you’re experiencing how that 
pet lives,” she said. “I can’t even 
think of how many times I have 
been in someone’s home where I 
see something that is a complete 
danger for a pet.”

That includes potential kill-
ers like open windows with no 
screens, toxic plants and unse-
cured terraces. She ended one 
owner’s practice of serving up 
massive quantities of catnip af-
ter the cat went seriously loopy.

And she found an unlikely 
object inside a bull terrier that 
wasn’t coming out the way it 
went in: His human’s giant over-
ear headphones. The human 
wondered where they had gone.

“We couldn’t figure out how 
he even consumed them,” Attas 
said.

She keeps a keen eye on hu-
mans who sometimes need help 
themselves.

“I’ve seen seniors who have 
lost pets and lose their will to 
live. In one particular case that 
I talk about in the book, a lovely 
woman’s elderly dog passed 
away, and when I went to check 
on her a week later she was a 
fraction of the woman I had seen 
the week before,” Attas said.

Attas brought the grieving 
90-year-old client a senior dog 
to adopt under the guise of fos-
tering.

“She immediately had a rea-
son to live again,” Attas said, 
“and took care of that dog until 
the day she passed away.”

AP Photo/Mary Altaffer
Dr. Amy Attas greets Puddy Beyer, a 19-year-old male domestic short haired 
cat, as she arrives for a house call, April 23, in New York.

AP Photo/Mary Altaffer
Dr. Amy Attas talks about the equipment 
she takes with her during house calls 
while in her office at City Pets, April 23, in 
New York.

New York state eyes changes to $25B school aid formula
By CAYLA BAMBERGER
New York Daily News (TNS)

New York State could soon overhaul 
how it allocates education funding to 
each school district. Researchers kicked 
off a process Tuesday to rework the 
state’s primary school aid formula, with 
five public hearings scheduled over the 
next month in New York City and state-
wide. The funding stream, known as 
Foundation Aid, directs $24.9 billion of 
the $35.9 billion state education pack-
age this year to local schools — but is 
facing mounting criticism that it’s out-
dated and inequitable.

“[Foundation Aid] is often opaque 
and difficult to understand,” said Robert 
Megna, president of the Rockefeller In-
stitute of Government, SUNY’s policy 
research arm conducting the study. “In 
other ways, the formulation is also very 
out of date, using data from early in the 
current century.”

“We are tasked with making recom-
mendations to update and address is-
sues with how the formula functions,” 
he added.

During state budget negotiations, 
Gov. Hochul tried phasing out a pro-
vision of the formula known as “hold 

harmless” that ensures all school dis-
tricts receive at least as much per-pupil 
funding as they did the year before — 
even if they’re registering fewer kids. 
Both the Senate and Assembly rejected 
the proposal.

The compromise was a process to 
study Foundation Aid — a per-pupil 
formula launched in 2007 to level the 
playing field for students with more 
costly needs — and consider revisions.

At Tuesday’s hearing, New York 
City Schools Chancellor David Banks 
said revisions should increase funding 
for students in temporary housing and 

foster care, and recognize the range of 
costs in educating children with differ-
ent disabilities. He also suggested the 
state should recognize the unique needs 
of the city, including through an updat-
ed regional index that accounts for its 
high costs, plus funds for state-mandat-
ed class size requirements.

“We are the only district in the state 
required to meet a new class size man-
date, yet we’ve received no additional 
funds to account for it,” Banks said. “To 
reduce class sizes is a worthy goal, but 
we currently do not have the funding 
to get to 100% compliance in 2028,” 

when the law will be fully phased in.
Foundation Aid was not fully funded 

until last fiscal year, and even then, ex-
perts warned it was in dire need of an 
update. The funding stream relies on lo-
cal poverty metrics from the 2000 Cen-
sus, while labor estimates baked into 
the formula have not kept pace with 
growing costs.

“The Foundation Aid formula must 
account for the students that are in our 
schools today — not the students that 
were in our schools 20 years ago,” said 
Michael Sill, assistant secretary of the 
United Federation of Teachers.
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