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Terminally ill ask states to legalize physician-assisted death
By JESSE BEDAYN 

Associated Press/
Report for America

DENVER — On a brisk day 
at a restaurant outside Chicago, 
Deb Robertson sat with her teen-
age grandson to talk about her 
death.

She’ll probably miss his high 
school graduation.

Death doesn’t frighten her 
much. The 65-year-old didn’t 
cry when she learned two 
months ago that the cancerous 

tumors in her liver were spread-
ing, portending a tormented 
death.

But later, she received a call. 
A bill moving through the Il-
linois Legislature to allow cer-
tain terminally ill patients to end 
their lives with a doctor’s help 
had made progress.

Then she cried.
“Medical aid in dying is not 

me choosing to die,” she says 
she told her 17-year-old grand-
son. “I am going to die. But it 

is my way of having a little bit 
more control over what it looks 
like in the end.”

That same conversation is 
happening beside hospital beds 
and around dinner tables across 
the country, as Americans who 
are nearing life’s end negotiate 
the terms with themselves, their 
families and, now, state law-
makers.

At least 12 states currently 
have bills that would legalize 
physician-assisted death. Eight 

states and Washington, D.C., al-
ready allow it, but only for their 
own residents. Vermont and 
Oregon permit any qualifying 
American to travel to their state 
for the practice. Patients must 
be at least 18 years old, within 
six months of death and be as-
sessed to ensure they are capable 
of making an informed decision.

Two states have gone in the 
opposite direction. Kansas has a 
bill to further criminalize those 
who help someone with their 

physician-assisted death. West 
Virginia is asking voters to en-
shrine its current ban into the 
state constitution.

That patchwork of laws has 
left Americans in most states 
without recourse. Some patients 
choose to apply for residency in 
a state where it’s legal. Others 
take arduous trips in the late-
stage of disease to die in unfa-
miliar places and beds, far from 
family, friends and pets.

It was late at night when Rod 

Azama awoke to his wife crawl-
ing on the floor, screaming. Pain 
from her cancer had punched 
through the heavy morphine 
dose.

“Let me die,” screamed his 
wife, Susan.

As Rod rushed to hold her, the 
cries faded to repeated mum-
bles. “Heaven,” she said, again 
and again.

Susan, 68, pieced through 
her life’s belongings — family 

By JACK LAKOWSKY
Staff Reporter

jlakowsky@cortlandstandard.com
A methadone clinic set to open 

in Cortland expects to start op-
erating next month, pending ap-
provals from state and federal 
agencies, clinic director Grace 
Kelley said Friday.

Kelley said the clinic doesn’t 
need the city’s approval to open. 
Several officials from Cayuga 
Addiction Recovery Services, 
the clinic’s owner, have been 
meeting with city officials and 
residents to alleviate neighbors’ 
concerns.

Kelley said the clinic has re-
ceived letters of support from 
government and community 
agencies, and said the city has 
asked nothing unreasonable.

The clinic has installed interi-
or and exterior security cameras 
and, at neighbors’ request, has 
hired a full-time security guard, 
said Brad Walworth, the non-
profit’s communications man-
ager.

The clinic also agreed to pro-
vide its own transportation to 
patients, said city Alderperson 
Wayne Schutt (R-1st Ward).

“At this point they’re moving 
ahead with the things they need 
to,” Schutt said Friday. “They’ve 
complied with everything we 
want as far as additional security 
and lighting.”

“All that being underway 
makes us much more comfort-
able,” Schutt said. “The commu-
nity is still unhappy it’s going on, 
but I think they’re optimistic the 

extra features are going to help.”
Walworth said the clinic is also 

waiting to hear back about grants 
for a partial fence between the 
clinic and private property.

Should the clinic fail to get the 
grants, Kelley said the nonprofit 
will keep working with the city 
and community on alternatives. 
The clinic rents the property, but 
doesn’t own it, so its ability to 
raise a fence is limited.

The U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration approved the 
clinic after the agency’s inspec-
tion March 29, Walworth said.

Once the DEA submits its ap-
proval to the U.S. Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Ser-
vices Administration, the DEA 
will issue a certificate that allows 
the opioid treatment program to 

open, Kelley said in an email.
“We’re hopeful that we will be 

able to start serving the Cortland 
community sometime in May,” 
Kelley said.

Schutt said the community 
needs the service, though he dis-
likes the location in a largely res-
idential neighborhood and near a 
daycare center. In February, he 
said when the clinic’s lease is up, 
he’ll push them to move some-
where else.

Schutt said the city should’ve 
been involved in selecting the 
clinic’s location.

“We completely would’ve 
worked with them,” he said.

Between 2018 and 2020 there 
was a 200% increase in overdose 

Jack Lakowsky/Staff Reporter 
Neighbors of an opioid treatment center at 6 Euclid Ave. are still feeling anxious about the clinic, a city alderperson said, but 
security measures are assuaging some of their concern.

Cortland methadone clinic 
awaits OK to open in May

See CLINIC, page 6
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Study: Immigrant
workers boosting
job growth in US

By PAUL WISEMAN, 
GISELA SALOMON 

and C. RUGABER 
Associated Press

MIAMI — Having fled 
economic and political chaos 
in Venezuela, Luisana Silva 
now loads carpets for a South 
Carolina rug company. She 
earns enough to pay rent, buy 
groceries, gas up her car — 
and send money home to her 
parents.

Reaching the United States 
was a harrowing ordeal. Sil-
va, 25, her husband and their 
then-7-year-old daughter 
braved the jungles of Pana-
ma’s Darien Gap, traveled the 
length of Mexico, crossed the 
Rio Grande and then turned 
themselves in to the U.S. 
Border Patrol in Brownsville, 
Texas. Seeking asylum, they 
received a work permit last 
year and found jobs in Rock 
Hill, South Carolina.

“My plan is to help my 
family that much need the 
money and to grow economi-
cally here,” Silva said.

Her story amounts to far 
more than one family’s ardu-
ous quest for a better life. The 

millions of jobs that Silva 
and other new immigrant ar-
rivals have been filling in the 
United States appear to solve 
a riddle that has confounded 
economists for at least a year:

How has the economy 
managed to prosper, adding 
hundreds of thousands of 
jobs, month after month, at 
a time when the Federal Re-
serve has aggressively raised 
interest rates to fight inflation 
— normally a recipe for a re-
cession?

Increasingly, the answer 
appears to be immigrants. 
The influx of foreign-born 
adults vastly raised the sup-
ply of available workers after 
a U.S. labor shortage had left 
many companies unable to 
fill jobs.

More workers filling more 
jobs and spending more mon-
ey has helped drive economic 
growth and create still-more 
job openings. 

The availability of immi-
grant workers eased the pres-
sure on companies to sharply 
raise wages and to then pass 

AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty
Jenni Tilton-Flood poses for a photograph in a dairy 
barn at Flood Brothers Farm, March 27, in Clinton, 
Maine. Foreign-born workers make up fully half the 
farm’s staff of nearly 50, feeding the cows, tending 
crops and helping collect the milk.
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Precipitation

Skies Today

Sunday night: Showers and 
thunderstorms likely before 11 
p.m., then a chance of show-
ers. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 41. Chance of precipita-
tion is 60%.

Monday: Partly sunny, with a 
high near 57.

Monday night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 38.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high 
near 65.

Tuesday night: A chance of 
showers after 2 a.m. 

Rest of today: A chance of 
rain showers before 8 p.m., then 
a chance of snow showers after 4 
a.m. Mostly cloudy, then gradu-
ally becoming mostly clear, with 
a low around 33. Breezy, with a 
west wind 11 to 20 mph. Chance 
of precipitation is 30%. New 
snow accumulation of less than 
a half inch possible.

Sunday: Rain showers likely. 
Thunder is also possible. Most-
ly cloudy, with a high near 58. 
Chance of precipitation is 70%.
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City Snowfall
April 11-12	 None
Season to date	 28.5 inches
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April 11-12	 0.66 inches
Month to date	 1.81 inches

Saturday, April 13, 2024
Sunset today	 7:44 p.m.
Sunrise tomorrow	 6:25 a.m.
Normal high temperature	 53
Normal low temperature	 33
Average temperature	 43
Last quarter moon	 April 15
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ALBANY (AP) — Here are the winning numbers selected Friday 
in the New York State Lottery:

Numbers: Midday: 3-5-7, Evening: 4-0-0; WinFour: Midday: 
0-4-2-1, Evening: 8-9-6-1; Pick 10: 4-6-9-19-20-22-24-26-30-31-
35-38-39-42-55-60-64-67-72-79; Take Five: Midday: 1-5-8-26-27, 
Evening: 7-15-17-22-35; Cash4Life: 12-31-49-54-56, Cash Ball: 3; 
Mega Millions: 1-12-14-18-66, Mega Ball: 16, Megaplier: 2

Micron CEO and NY Sen. Schumer 
pitch CNY to Japan’s chip suppliers

AP Photo/Steve Helber, File
A sign marks the entrance of the Micron Technology automo-
tive chip manufacturing plant on Feb. 11, 2022, in Manassas, 
Virginia.

Derek Gee/The Buffalo News via AP, File
Former DEA agent Joseph Bongiovanni arrives at the Robert 
H. Jackson U.S. Court House for a hearing for an upcoming 
trial on drug and bribery charges, June 21, 2023.

Jury convicts former 
DEA agent of lying

By RYLEE KIRK
syracuse.com (TNS)

UTICA — A Central New 
York man tried to run over of-
ficers, lead them on a pursuit 
and was found with guns and 
drugs, police said.

Aaron Dockery, 30, of Utica, 
threatened to shoot a person at 
11:15 p.m. on the 600 of Lenox 
Ave. on March 28, said Lt. Mi-
chael Curley, a spokesperson 
for the Utica Police.

The person threatened called 
911 and gave police a descrip-
tion of the car Dockery was in, 
Curley said.

Police were able to find 
Dockery in the car in a drive-
way nearby. Officers ap-
proached the car giving Dock-
ery commands but he backed 
the car out of the driveway, 
causing officers to take cover 
to avoid being hit, he said.

Dockery backed the car into 
a police car that spun into an 
officer, knocking the officer to 
the ground, Curley said. Then 

Dockery hit another police car, 
he said. Both have “extensive 
damage” and are not currently 
in use, Curley said.

Then he drove directly at of-
ficers, causing them to jump 
out of the car, Curley said. Of-
ficers began to pursue Dockery 
but had to stop because it was 
too dangerous, he said.

The car Dockery was driving 
was found abandoned on First 
Street near Elizabeth Street, he 
said. A large amount of what 
officers believe to be cocaine 
and ammunition were found in 
the car, according to police. 

Surveillance footage in the 
area showed Dockery tossing 
a gun onto the roof of a house 
in the area, Curley said. The 
fire department helped police 
retrieve the gun from the roof.

Several days later Dockery 
was stopped in Freeport, New 
York by police. He was re-
turned to the Utica Police De-
partment on Wednesday, Cur-
ley said.

Officials: CNY man 
fled police, found
with guns, drugs

By MARK WEINER
syracuse.com (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Top exec-
utives from Japanese computer 
chip supply chain companies 
who visited the United States 
this week heard a high-level 
pitch on why they should open 
new plants in Central New York.

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer 
and the CEO of Micron Tech-
nology made the pitch in a 
45-minute private meeting at 
the U.S. Capitol with a delega-
tion of business executives from 
Japan.

The executives from more 
than a dozen companies accom-
panied Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Fukio Kishida on his trip to 
Washington.

Schumer and Micron Presi-
dent and CEO Sanjay Mehrotra 
told the visitors from Japan that 
it makes sense to open plants 
near Micron’s planned $100 bil-
lion chip manufacturing mega-
complex outside of Syracuse in 
the town of Clay.

The four chip plants that Mi-
cron wants to build at White 
Pine Commerce Park in Clay 
will drive demand for more 
semiconductor manufacturing 
equipment, materials and talent 
throughout Upstate New York, 

Schumer said.
“My message is clear: If you 

don’t have a presence in Upstate 
New York, look here,” Schum-
er said in a statement after the 
meeting.

Some of the Japanese com-
panies at the meeting already 
serve Micron at its chip manu-
facturing plants scattered across 
the globe.

Mehrotra said it would make 
sense for those companies to 
open new plants near Micron 
as it builds its largest memory 
chip manufacturing complex in 
Clay and moves forward with a 
smaller expansion at its head-
quarters in Boise, Idaho.

“We look forward to continu-
ing to work with our Japanese 
supplier partners to meet this 

incredible demand and bring co-
location benefits to New York, 
Idaho, and the United States,” 
Mehrotra said in a statement.

The CEOs from Japan who 
met with Schumer and Micron 
executives were from some of 
the biggest names in the tech-
nology business.

Those companies include Hit-
achi High Tech America, Canon 
USA, Fujifilm Electronic Mate-
rials Japan, Sumitomo Chemi-
cal and Tokyo Electron, accord-
ing to Schumer’s office.

Other companies represent-
ed at the meeting were EMD 
Group, JSR Corp., JSR Micro, 
JX Metals, Kanto USA, Kioxia, 
Screen Holdings, Tokyo Ohka 
Kogyo and Toppan Photomasks.

In addition, executives from 
IBM and GlobalFoundries 
were part of the conversation, 
Schumer said. Both companies 
have committed to multi-billion 
dollar expansions in New York.

Schumer, the Senate majority 
leader, led an effort to push the 
CHIPS and Science Act through 
Congress, providing $52 billion 
in incentives for chip manu-
facturers and their suppliers to 
open new plants in the United 
States.

By CAROLYN THOMPSON 
and JIM MUSTIAN 

Associated Press
BUFFALO — A federal jury 

on Friday convicted a former 
U.S. Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration agent of obstruction 
of justice and lying to federal 
agents. But jurors acquitted Jo-
seph Bongiovanni of a charge 
that he improperly wiped his 
DEA cellphone and failed to 
reach a verdict on a dozen other 
charges, including allegations 
the longtime agent pocketed 
$250,000 in bribes from the 
Buffalo Mafia.

The mixed verdict followed a 
week of often-heated delibera-
tions and a seven-week trial that 
cast a harsh light on the DEA’s 
supervision of agents amid a 
string of corruption scandals at 
the agency.

Bongiovanni is among at least 
16 DEA agents brought up on 
federal charges since 2015, in-
cluding several serving lengthy 
prison sentences. Two former 
DEA supervisors are awaiting 
sentencing in a separate brib-
ery scandal in Miami involving 
intelligence leaks to defense at-
torneys.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Jo-
seph Tripi said prosecutors will 
seek to retry Bongiovanni as 
soon as possible on the corrup-
tion charges that hung the jury, 
including allegations the agent 
shielded a sex-trafficking strip 
club outside Buffalo, New York, 
and derailed investigations into 
his childhood friends.

But defense attorney Rob-
ert Singer said he would move 
to dismiss those counts, saying 
the disagreement among jurors 
“calls into question whether this 
prosecution should continue.”

The mixed verdict “showed 
everybody that the govern-
ment’s evidence was really not 
that convincing,” Singer said. 

By PHILIP MARCELO 
Associated Press

NEW YORK — A county 
outside New York City has lost 
its bid to block the state from 
taking legal action against its 
ban on womens and girls teams 
that include female transgender 
players, state Attorney General 
Letitia James said Friday.

U.S. District Court Judge 
Nusrat Choudhury dismissed 
Nassau County’s lawsuit seek-
ing to prevent the Democratic 
attorney general from taking le-
gal action against the county for 
its ban, which James has said is 
“transphobic” and violates the 
state’s anti-discrimination laws.

“This decision is a tremen-
dous victory for justice and the 
rule of law, but our work here 
is not done,” James’ office said 
in an emailed statement Friday. 

“It’s past time for Nassau Coun-
ty to rescind this order and treat 
all our communities with the 
basic respect and dignity they 
deserve.”

The office declined 
to say when or if it will 
sue to block the ban, 
saying it will review 
the decision, which 
was handed down in 
federal court in Central 
Islip.

Nassau County Ex-
ecutive Bruce Blake-
man, who issued the 
ban, vowed to appeal. “We ve-
hemently disagree with the de-
cision,” he said in an emailed 
statement.

Last month, James issued 
a “cease and desist” letter de-
manding the Long Island coun-
ty rescind the ban, prompting 

Blakeman to file a federal law-
suit asking a judge to affirm that 
the ban was legal and to pre-
vent James from taking action 

against it.
The Republican ar-

gued that any action by 
the state to block the 
ban would be discrimi-
natory and represent 
a violation of the U.S. 
Constitution’s equal 
protection clause.

James’ office, how-
ever, rejected the no-
tion, arguing in its mo-

tion to toss out the litigation that 
the county’s lawsuit is “bare of 
any legal or factual support” to 
back up its claim. The equal pro-
tection clause, enshrined in the 
Fourteenth Amendment, guar-
antees that no state shall “deny 
to any person within its jurisdic-

tion the equal protection of the 
laws.”

Earlier this month, Choud-
hury denied Nassau County’s 
request for a temporary restrain-
ing order against James’ office 
but didn’t rule on the legality of 
the ban or James’ request to sim-
ply toss out the lawsuit.

The county’s ban also faces a 
legal challenge from a local wo-
mens roller derby league, which 
has asked a state court to invali-
date it.

Blakeman’s February order, 
which affects more than 100 
public facilities in the county 
just east of the New York City 
borough of Queens, states that 
any female sports organization 
that accepts transgender women 
or girls will be denied permits 
to use county-owned parks and 
fields.

James

NY county loses its bid to prevent legal 
challenge on ban of transgender athletes

No verdict 
on Buffalo 

bribery charges
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Image provided by Cortland County 
Cortland County’s new website features the same content, 
but a new look, and more importantly, a new domain name: 
Cortlandcountyny.gov.

Around the towns

Library, county and more 
collecting eclipse glasses

Photo by Margaret Mellott/Staff Reporter 
The Phillips Free Library in Homer will accept lightly used eclipse glasses through at least May 1, and maybe longer. The 
library will donate the glasses to Eclipse Glasses USA to be reused for the next solar eclipse in October, which will be 
visible in South America.

By MARGARET MELLOTT
Staff Reporter

mmellott@cortlandstandard.com
Unless you plan to head to South America 

in October for the coming annular eclipse, 
or maybe to Greenland on Aug. 12, 2026, 
for the next total eclipse, odds are you 
won’t really need the pair you have before 
they expire in 2027.

Phillips Free Library in Homer will glad-
ly accept them through at least May 1.

The glasses can be lightly used, but need 
to be in good condition: no scratches, punc-
tures, tears, or other damage that might 
compromise the protective quality of the 
glasses.

“Nobody’s going to use them again here 
because there won’t be an eclipse for an-
other 40 years, and they can be used for 
three years,” said library Director Martjse 
Vanderschaaf-Riehlman. “Why put them in 
the landfill if someone else can use them?”

The library will send the glasses to 
Eclipse Glasses USA in Provo, Utah. The 
deadline to send glasses to the company is 
Aug. 1.

“On Facebook, I follow a couple different 
library groups and a whole bunch of them 
had been posting that they were going to 

have people bring their eclipse glasses back 
to their library and the link for the organi-
zation was on there,” said Sarah Bouwens, 
assistant to the library director. “So I said, 
‘Hey, what do you think about this?’ and 
she (Vanderschaaf-Riehlman) said, ‘Yep, 
that seems like a good idea.’”

So many glasses had been dropped off by 
Friday that a donation jar is full and the li-
brary is filling a gallon-sized bag.

The next solar eclipse is Oct. 2, and will 
be visible in South America, particularly 
Chile and Argentina. The phenomenon 
will bring a partial eclipse to parts of South 
America, Antarctica and North America, 
NASA reports.

“One of the primary beneficiaries of this 
initiative are school children in countries 
that might not have easy access to eclipse 
glasses. By redistributing these glasses, 
Eclipse Glasses USA hopes to provide edu-
cational institutions with the tools they need 
to offer their students a safe and enlighten-
ing eclipse viewing experience,” Eclipse 
Glasses USA’s website states.

Phillips Free Library isn’t the only place 
one can leave one’s eclipse glasses. Cort-
land County announced Friday it will also 
recycle the glasses.

A recycling bin has been placed at the 
Cortland County Office Building’s main 
entrance at 60 Central Ave., Cortland. They, 
like the glasses dropped off in Homer, will 
be sent to Latin American schools, said 
Savannah Hempstead, clerk of the county 
Legislature.

CoffeeMania is getting in on the act, too, 
said Alexandra Moulton, the coffee com-
pany’s social media manager.

“We’re always on the look out for op-
portunities to give back to our local com-
munity and beyond,” Moulton said. “When 
we saw a post floating around on Facebook 
about how to recycle the solar eclipse glass-
es, we thought about how we trickled out 
over 1,000 pairs the week leading up to the 
eclipse and it would be such a cool way to 
get them into more hands.”

The glasses dropped off at CoffeeMania’s 
drive-through kiosks in Cortland, Cortland-
ville and Homer will also go to Eclipse 
Glasses USA, she said. And if that’s not 
convenient, they can be sent to:

Eclipse Glasses USA, LLC
PO Box 50571
Provo, UT 84605
Staff Reporter Lily Byrne contributed to 

this report.

By MARGARET MELLOTT
Staff Reporter

mmellott@cortlandstandard.com
To look at the new Cortland 

County website means see-
ing a new visual scheme and 
some updated images. The real 
change is in the line above it: its 
domain name.

The new address: www.cor-
tlandcountyny.gov, rather than 
cortland-co.org.

“We had a redesign that was 
coming to us in our contract 
and we’d been asking about it 
because the website was very 
outdated and very clunky,” Leg-
islature Clerk Savannah Hemp-
stead said Thursday. “We want-
ed it to be more user friendly.”

The county contracts with 
CivicPlus, a web development 
company based in Kansas, to 
provide website services.

“The state is saying that if 
you’re a municipality, they want 
you to have a .gov domain,” 
county Director of Information 
Technology Jack Hess said in 
March.

“Is it a seamless change 
over or is this something that 
we have to disperse out, that 
our domain’s changed?” Leg-

islature Chair Kevin Fitch (R-
Homer, Preble, Scott) asked in 
March.

“We’re going to have to ad-
vertise it, but we can run it par-
allel,” Hess said. “We’re going 
to redirect from the old domain 
name to the new. Then, over a 
period of time, we’ll phase out 
cortland-co.org. But, we won’t 
chop it off because that’s going 
to be chaos.”

County emails will also 
change to reflect the new do-
main name — cortlandcounty-
ny.gov — Hempstead said.

“I’m not sure how long we’re 
going to keep that (redirecting 
from the old domain),” she said. 
“I think it’s going to be depen-
dent on how quickly we move 
the email addresses over. And 
also, we don’t want to cut any-
thing over until we’re sure that 
everything has been updated.”

“I haven’t gotten any ques-
tions or concerns with the new 
website,” Hempstead said. “It’s 
gotten a lot of feedback, saying 
that it’s much more user friend-
ly, that it shows up on mobile 
very well, and that it’s a lot eas-
ier to navigate.”

By DOUG SCHNEIDER
Staff Reporter

dschneider@cortlandstandard.com
DRYDEN — The Dryden 

Town Board on Thursday adopt-
ed a local law governing solar-
energy developments.

Board members also learned 
fire coordinator Chris O’Connor 
continues to pursue training op-
portunities so that the six fire 
departments serving Dryden are 
well-educated to fight a fire at a 
solar farm, or at a home heated 

with solar panels.
Dryden’s new “Solar Sys-

tems PILOT Law,” mandates 
that any developer planning a 
“solar farm” must sign on to a 
payment-in-lieu-of taxes agree-
ment.

A public hearing Thursday 
evening on the proposed law 
attracted no speakers. A deal 
would ensure that local govern-
ments can collect revenue from 
such developments.

The first project likely to 

be affected by the law is a 
12.5-megawatt solar farm, 
which includes a 2.5-megawatt 
battery-energy storage facility, 
and was proposed in March via 
an application by the New York 
State Energy Research and De-
velopment Authority, and an as-
yet-unnamed private company. 
It would use 52 acres of the 
former Ithaca North Landfill, 
which is locally known as the 
Caswell Road Landfill.

Fire chiefs in multiple de-

partments serving Dryden have 
raised concerns in the past that 
there has been little training 
available for challenges that 
fires at a solar farm may present.

O’Connor told board mem-
bers that he is “putting together” 
a training program on fires in-
volving solar arrays, but that in-
formation “is hard to come by.”

The town is divided into six 
areas — Brooktondale and 
McLean firefighters each serve 
small areas in opposite corners 

of the county, while Neptune, 
Varna, Etna and W.B. Strong 
serve larger areas of the county. 
The Neptune Hose Co., which 
serves roughly 45 percent of the 
area of the county, in March had 
to extinguish a fire involving so-
lar panels.

Also Thursday, two depart-
ments serving parts of Dryden 
plan open houses this weekend, 
as part of a statewide recruiting 
effort by fire departments.

n The Dryden Fire Depart-

ment/Neptune Hose Co., 26 
North St., plans an open house 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. today. 
Chief Mark Bell said the de-
partment plans a fund-raising 
chicken barbecue to raise mon-
ey to support firefighter Amanda 
Brayton, who plans a visit to 
Africa later this year as part of 
a firefighter-exchange program.

n The Varna Fire Department, 
14 Turkey Hill Road, plans an 
open house from 3 to 6 p.m to-
day.

Library appoints 
interim directors

The Cortland Free Library has an-
nounced that Kay Zaharis and Priscilla 
Berggren-Thomas will become interim 
co-directors of the library as it seeks 
a permanent replacement. They begin 
April 22. Zaharis was the library’s di-
rector from 2003 to 2013. Berggren-
Thomas recently retired as the director 
of Phillips Free Library in Homer, a po-
sition she filled for 16 years.

“We are grateful for their deep knowl-
edge of libraries, their support of our li-
brary staff and undeniable commitment 
to the community, that they would step 
out of retirement for a few months,” the 
library board announced in a statement.

Their appointment follows the resig-
nation of Jen Graney, who announced in 
early March she would leave at the end 
of that month.

“I am leaving for the sake of my men-
tal health, to maintain my sobriety, and 
to prioritize my overall well-being,” 
Graney said in a statement. Over the 
past months, people have complained 

about homeless people using the library, 
because the city has no day space for 
unsheltered homeless people between 
8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., except the lobby 
of the Cortland County Department of 
Social Services.

“I’ve done my best during my time 
here to address needs our community 
has related to poverty and homeless-
ness,” Graney said. “When I saw an 
increase in the number of people experi-
encing homelessness, I made it a prior-
ity to figure out who our service provid-
ers are, where people can go for help, 
what’s available when, etc., so that we 
can better provide that information to 
others.”

Taco Bell to break 
ground in C’ville

A new Taco Bell restaurant will break 
ground at 1:30 p.m. Thursday at 860 
Route 13, Cortlandville, in front of the 
Price Chopper grocery, the Cortland 
Area Chamber of Commerce has an-
nounced.

The Cortland County Convention and 

Visitors Bureau, county and town offi-
cials will join the chamber for the event.

“We have been members of this com-
munity for many years and are looking 
forward to growing in the community,” 
said Matt Prouty, a partner in Hospital-
ity Syracuse, Inc., which will own and 
operate the restaurant. “Dine-in, carry-
out, delivery and drive-through will be 
available at this new location, we will 
be hiring 50 new employees and will 
promote several managers within our 
company to run the new restaurant.”

For details on the company, go to 
www.hrgfood.com. To apply for a job, 
go to jobs.tacobell.com.

Homer to work 
on water mains

The village of Homer will work 
on water mains from 9 a.m. to noon 
Wednesday on James Street between 
Bartlett and Route 281, the village an-
nounced Friday. The road will be closed 
and residents may experience water dis-
ruptions. For details, call the village of-
fice at 607-749-3322.

Canastota man 
charged with 
sexual contact

A Canastota man has been charged 
with inappropriate sexual contact 
with a person at least four times in 
2010 and 2011 in Cortland, Cortland 
County sheriff’s officers said.

Nicholas R. Carew, 30, was 
charged with four counts each of 
first-degree criminal sexual act, a 
felony, and forcible touching, a mis-
demeanor.

Police said Carew subjected one 
person who knew him to inappropri-
ate sexual contact several times.

State law defines first-degree crim-
inal sexual act as engaging in non-
intercourse sexual contact with a per-
son who is either physically helpless, 
younger than 11 or younger than 13 
when the suspect is over 18.

Carew would have been 17 in 
2010.

Carew was arrested about 11 a.m. 
Thursday and sent to the Cortland 

County Jail on $5,000 bail or $25,000 
bond pending an appearance April 24 
in Cortland City Court.

C’ville woman 
charged with drug 
possession

Accused: Heather S. Gee, 43, Pen-
guin Drive, Cortlandville

Charges: Seventh-degree posses-
sion of a controlled substance, driv-
ing while ability impaired by drugs, 
misdemeanors; no headlights, no tail 
lights, stopping on pavement, insuf-
ficient turn signal, failure to notify 
DMV of address change, violations 

Details: Gee was stopped about 
12:20 a.m. Friday on Route 281 in 
Cortlandville for failing to use her 
headlights, Cortland County sheriff’s 
officers said Friday. Police said they 
also found her impaired and with 
drugs.

Legal Actions: Gee was ticketed 
to appear April 29 in Cortlandville 
Town Court.

Cortland County 
updates website

Dryden approves local law governing solar PILOTs

Police/fire
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Conference attendee 
has professional beef

Image provided by Nancy Avery Dafoe 
“When Mine Canaries Stop Singing” is a poetry collection describing the effects 
of climate change in a gentler fashion, author Nancy Avery Dafoe says. 

College corner

Cortland poet delivers gentle 
messages on harsh changes

Photo provided by Nancy Avery Dafoe 
Nancy Avery Dafoe has published 14 
books in the past 11 years. Her latest 
is a book of poetry, “When Mine Canar-
ies Stop Singing.”

Nicholas Martelli of Cortland was inducted into Phi Kappa Phi, 
the all-discipline collegiate honor society, at Syracuse University.

Hannah Aldrich of Cortland was named to the dean’s list for the 
fall semester at Paul Smith’s College.

Haley Sullivan of Groton was recently inducted into the New 
York chapter of Phi Beta Kappa at Elmira College in recognition of 
high scholarly attainment.

Kaya Shelton of Locke was one of 206 SUNY Oneonta students 
awarded the Susan Sutton Smith award for academic excellence at 
an event April 9.

By LILY BYRNE
Staff Reporter

lbyrne@cortlandstandard.com
While the call-to-action to stop climate 

change is urgent, poetry, as a vessel, can 
deliver the important message in a gentle 
way, said author Nancy Avery Dafoe.

Cortland native Dafoe has released her 
14th book, “When Mine Canaries Stop 
Singing,” for pre-order. The poetry collec-
tion was inspired by climate change, and 
how most of the conversation around it has 
been in the political arena — through news, 
lectures, essays and protests, Dafoe said.

“People have not responded well to any 
of that, and I thought ‘let me try some-
thing different,’” she said. “Poetry has a 
gentler approach. It’s not about blaming, 
it’s not about anger, it’s about a starting 
point of what we love and care about. We 
care about the Earth, we love animals, we 
love the people we know. Bringing some 
of those ideas into poetry allows people to 
draw their own conclusions when there is a 
problem.”

Dafoe’s poetry won the William Faulkner 
— William Wisdom award in 2016, and her 
prose poetry won a national award from the 
Soul-Making Keats Literary competition, 
her author biography says.

The poems describe the issue of climate 
change using specific examples, such as a 

poem on the disappearance of mayflies.
“If mayflies are disappearing in rapid 

numbers for the first time in 300 million 
years, that tells us something is happen-
ing,” Dafoe said. “Then, you can have a 
conversation on what might be happening, 
and why, and if there is anything we can do 
about it. People may say ‘well, I don’t care 

about mayflies,’ but we do care about what 
it means for other species, and ultimately 
for human beings. It matters greatly to our 
own survival.”

Bobbie Dumas Panek, an Auburn-based 
poet and author who reviewed the book, 
said it is an important read.

“We have to listen to Nancy’s poems, 
and to any writer or artist or politician who 
is concerned about the planet, because we 
all need to be concerned about the planet,” 
Panek said.

Dafoe has been writing her whole life. 
Her other 13 books, which have all been 
published in the last 11 years, include fic-
tion, poetry, memoir and nonfiction texts, 
such as educational books.

“Nancy has a nice way of using words 
poetically that pull you into her voice,” 
Panek said.

“When Mine Canaries Stop Singing,” can 
be preordered for $20.99 at bit.ly/4cToG7a. 
The title will be released July 19 for $22.99.

“Climate change is maybe the gravest 
threat facing our nation, and we just need 
to try and come up with solutions,” Dafoe 
said. “It’s another way of presenting infor-
mation, so that we can not fight, but have 
good discussions about solutions, in which 
everyone can participate. This isn’t an issue 
that belongs to a political party, this is about 
our future and the future of our planet.”

Briefly Winged
Flight of a single day
is the lifespan of adult mayfly—
with its translucent tall wings
like segmented, painted glass
and its cerci, those three long,
slender, curving “tails” following
in its wake across waters.
 
Paradox of the ephemeral,
mayfly’s claims to immortality
come into play as oldest
winged insect with allusions
to and symbols of brief lifespan
found in nearly every religion:
resurrection. Imprint of its ethereal,
triangular appendages engraved
in rock some 300 million years old.

Foretelling health of systems
and life running through water,
these winged creatures hold onto
their ancestral traits, feed all manner
of birds and numerous humans, as well.

Yet something has happened
to the mayfly like the butterfly, too,
something dramatic in their transitory
elegance: their hatches only now
silently trailing
away. 

— Nancy Avery Dafoe

‘When Mine Canaries Stop Singing’ ready for pre-order

DEAR AMY: I attended a 
professional conference re-
cently.

The attendees from my com-
pany were the president, the 
executive director, a co-work-
er, and myself.

The president and executive 
director invited my co-worker 
and myself out for dinner.

During these large conven-
tions, it is rare to be able to sit 
down for more than 20 minutes 
and have a balanced meal. 

This made the dinner event 
really nice for us, and I appre-
ciated it.

Prior to ordering, the con-
versation turned to, “What will 
you have?”

When I stated that I want-
ed the chicken soup, I was 
scolded by my coworker, who 
exclaimed: “These people are 
vegetarian!” (gesturing to the 
president and executive direc-
tor). This was not stated dis-
creetly.

Was it wrong of me to or-
der the meal I wanted and that 
would sustain me for the five 
hours of events taking place af-
ter dinner?

Do my dietary restrictions 
and concerns take a back seat 
when the boss is picking up the 
tab?

— Need Protein to Function
DEAR NEED PROTEIN: 

Your co-worker took the op-
portunity to demonstrate an 
advanced level of personal 
knowledge of your bosses, in 
order to curry flavor (excuse 
the pun) with these profes-
sional superiors.

Flaunting this knowledge 
is professionally risky — and 
rude.

In bringing you to this con-
vention, the people who run 
your company have given 
you and your co-worker an 
opportunity to positively and 
responsibly represent the or-
ganization. 

Loudly scolding another 
person during a meal is anti-
social.

Your co-worker’s rudeness 
made you uncomfortable. 

This behavior has also 
highlighted a dietary choice 
that some people might con-
sider personal, possibly also 
making them uncomfort-
able.

I hope your bosses re-
sponded to this by letting you 
know that they have no beef 
with you regarding your own 
choices.

Your colleague’s effort to 
suck up by shaming you is 
extremely unappetizing.

———
DEAR AMY: My closest 

friend from college is getting 
married in the fall. 

He has asked me to be his 
best man.

The problem is that I don’t 
want to. 

The main issue is that this 
wedding is already shaping up 
to be very time consuming and 
expensive. 

I am graduating from law 
school, working and studying 
for the bar exam, and I cannot 
imagine being able to commit 
fully to this.

In addition to the wedding 
itself, he wants me to organize 
a three-day “stag” party, either 
in Las Vegas or Wyoming (for 

fly fishing).
The wedding itself will be a 

three-day-long event, involv-
ing travel, the rehearsal dinner, 
the wedding, and a brunch af-
terward.

Just thinking about it ex-
hausts me.

Is there a good way to say 
“no” to this without insult-
ing my friend or harming the 
friendship?

— Not the Best Best Man
DEAR NOT THE BEST 

MAN: Bridezillas and Fran-
kengrooms, take note!

Overall, culturally, I won-
der when marrying couples 
will realize that their at-
tendants have reached the 
breaking point.

This issue used to be mainly 
confined to the bride and her 
attendants (or maybe they 
just talked about it more).

I have noticed an increase 
in concerns like yours ex-
pressed by men who are feel-
ing the social, personal and 
economic squeeze of being an 
attendant.

Your best friend’s wed-
ding is scheduled for several 
months from now.

Tell him right away that 
you can’t do this. 

Preface this tough conver-
sation by telling him how 
honored you are, but tell 
him, quite honestly, that you 
do not have the bandwidth to 
take on any organizing du-
ties.

Are you available and in-
terested in being a grooms-
man? 

If so, let him know, but em-
phasize that you realize the 
decision is his to make, and 
that you will feel honored 
to attend the wedding as a 
guest.

You might offer to include 
his grandmother as your 
“plus-one” and to prepare 
and deliver a toast, if he 
would like.

———
DEAR AMY: “Engaged and 

Worried” didn’t ask his much-
younger brother to be in his 
wedding. 

Your response was spot 
on!

I too had a brother 12 years 
younger, and I headed off to 
college and the service when 
he was only six. 

Although he meant a lot 
to me, the vast difference in 
our ages and outlook was al-
ways too much to completely 
erase.

It is still a major source of 
regret.

Nevertheless, he was an im-
portant part of my wedding, 
a decision which has grown 
in significance now that he is 
gone.

He died of AIDS in his 30s, 
and left a hole in my life.

Jim, I still miss you and will 
love you always.

— Loving Brother
DEAR LOVING BROTH-

ER: Here’s to Jim. RIP, dear 
brother.

You can email Amy Dickin-
son at askamy@amydickinson.
com or send a letter to Ask 
Amy, P.O. Box 194, Freeville, 
NY 13068. You can also follow 
her on Twitter @askingamy or 
Facebook.

A novel idea: These book clubs are silent

Jenna Ross/Minneapolis Star Tribune/TNS
At the March meeting of the Silent Book Club’s Minneapolis 
chapter, two dozen people gather at Cream & Amber in Min-
nesota to quietly read books of their own choosing.

By JENNA ROSS
Star Tribune (TNS)

MINNEAPOLIS — At first, 
this silent book club was loud.

On a recent Saturday, two 
dozen people gathered in the 
back of Cream & Amber, a 
cafe and bookstore in Hopkins, 
Minnesota, chatting and laugh-
ing with the people sitting be-
side them. Then, 10 minutes in, 
the room fell quiet, and people 
opened their books.

Pristine hardcovers and dog-
eared softcovers and a single e-
reader, with different covers and 
authors and genres.

Unlike most book clubs, the 
Silent Book Club’s Minneapolis 
chapter doesn’t require folks to 
read a single title. The setup is 
simpler: Bring whatever book 
you happen to be reading. Qui-
etly read that book for 45 min-
utes. Then share a bit about the 
book with others.

The clubs attract introverts, 
bookworms and rebels who 
resist the idea of spending pre-
cious reading time on a book 
someone else selected.

“I hated assigned reading in 
school,” said Kortney Webster, 
a member of this club since it 
started in 2019, shaking her 
head. “Whenever I would see 
book clubs, the books that they 
were reading, it was like, ‘I 
don’t want to read that.’”

So on this Saturday after-
noon, Webster picked up where 
she’d left off in “The Ink Black 
Heart,” part of a detective series 
written by J.K. Rowling and 
published under the pseudonym 
Robert Galbraith. Across the 
table from her was Matt Streit, 
who launched the Minneapolis 
chapter of what has become a 
global phenomenon.

As people began reading, the 
hiss of the espresso machine 
in the other room suddenly au-
dible, some folks fidgeted. One 
sipped a beer. Another kept 

glancing at the reader beside 
her.

But no one checked their 
phone.

A middle school language 
arts teacher, Streit had heard 
a National Public Radio story 
about Silent Book Club and 
was struck by the concept. For 
years, he’d tried — unsuccess-
fully — to nab an invitation to 
his female friends’ book clubs. 
This club, he said, “really is for 
everyone.”

At first, eight people showed 
up at the now-defunct Birch-

wood Cafe in Minneapolis. 
Now, once a month, dozens of 
newbies and regulars pack cof-
fee shops and breweries across 
the Twin Cities. A big, quiet 
community room is a plus. But 
during a recent meet-up at Arbe-
iter Brewing Co., they read qui-
etly while a dance party played 
out alongside them.

Streit has never had to ad-
vertise, never had to hit up his 
friends. “I’ve never had to wor-
ry about people showing up.”

Back in 2012, the first Silent 
Book Club “started as a lark,” 
founder Guinevere de la Mare 
said by phone. A toddler was 
stealing much of her time, then, 
so she and friend Laura Glu-
hanich met up at a San Francis-
co wine bar with a book and a 
goal: finish one chapter. Friends 
and hashtags helped spread the 
word.

“We wanted to fill every bar 
and cafe with people reading 
books,” she said. “Instead of 
looking around and seeing ev-
eryone staring at their phones, 
we wanted to replace that with 
people reading.”

In 2017, the club got write-
ups in Poets & Writers maga-
zine and the website LitHub, 
“the perfect media outlets for 
our target audience,” de la Mare 
said. Other publications fol-
lowed. 
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To the Editor:
The Cortland Rural Cemetery appreciates the coverage of the 

very interesting C.W. Sanders mausoleum renovation project now in 
process (“Cemetery gets $500K bequest to restore mausoleum” — 
April 10). However, I wish to make it crystal clear that the moneys 
described as being “left” to the CRC must exclusively be used for 
the care of that single, private family mausoleum: By law, the CRC 
cannot access or spend the principal; we cannot access or spend the 
interest earned on the account; we can only direct spending of funds 
that directly relate to that highly singular purpose… Such as the cur-
rent construction or the extensive engineering study that preceded 
it. After that, those dollars will effectively sit there — growing, in 
perpetuity, until a future administration sees fit to once again check 
on and if need be once again improve the mausoleum’s condition. 
(Perhaps, as our vice president, Brian Bosch, indicated, that will be 
100 years from now!) I just don’t want to leave our community with 
the impression the CRC is suddenly flush with cash: That is most 
certainly not the case.

John Hoeschele
Treasurer, CRC Board of Trustees

Good Old Days
April 13, 1974 

CRY (“Cortland Recycling and You”) night, a county-wide pro-
gram which will stress the many benefits of recycling, will be held 
on Tuesday, April 30, at 7:30 p.m. at the McEvoy Educational Cen-
ter.

The program will consist of a number of exhibits on recycling 
by interested individuals and groups in the community. The guest 
speaker for the evening will be Forest Golden of Auburn who will 
speak on the topic, “Deposit Beverage Containers.”

The first workshop, under the direction of Jackie Mott, former 
Cortland County Extension worker, will focus upon making crafts 
from recyclable throw-aways. The second workshop will focus on 
the use of compost, paper, and other materials in gardening.

April 13, 1999
Thirty-two years ago, the first Cortland library-benefit used book 

sale was held at 1 Main St., formerly a drugstore, later a bank and 
now a restaurant.

Doors for this year’s sale open 6 p.m. Thursday at 3 Main St., 
adjacent to that first site, with nearly 10 thousand books and special 
interest magazines awaiting buyers.

Cemetery donation for just one vault

You have a place in the food system. No no, not whether 
you’re an apex predator or a primary producer — that’s the 
food chain. We’re discussing the food system.

Richard Ball, the state’s commissioner of agriculture and markets, 
explained the concept in 2019 as Groton High School reinstated its 
FFA program: It’s about creating a system that goes beyond helping 
farmers, by developing the markets their food goes to, and support-
ing the distribution network that gets the food there. Primarily, that’s 
farm to processor to retailer to your dining room table. But it can 
also be farm to school, farm to restaurant, farm to food pantry or 
soup kitchen.

You absolutely have a place in that system, perhaps several. And 
your decisions will change that system and how it affects the greater 
Cortland area.

Tompkins Cortland Community College students are learning that 
system very well in a number of programs that integrate one end of 
that process with the other. Food that students grow on the college’s 
farm goes to a variety of destinations, including the college’s soon-
to-be-reopened restaurant, Coltivare. The farming students, food 
systems students and culinary students all learn to appreciate how 
they interact. In fact, they share many classes.

Beyond knowing how to work in the profession they choose, those 
students will understand the whole process that gives them a place in 
the community and the larger economy. They’ll know that farming 
is far more than planting a seed, milking a cow or even managing a 
farm (which requires serious knowledge of both environmental con-
servation and business principles.) They’ll know that the culinary 
arts are more than balancing sweet, sour, salt, bitter and umami. It’s 
about sourcing the food well. And they’ll know how to get food from 
Point A to Point B efficiently.

The coronavirus pandemic showed us how critical understanding 
that process is. Meat-packing plants in the Midwest had to shut down 
to prevent COVID spread and the result was a shortage on the store 
shelves. Milk producers in the greater Cortland area were ordered 
to dump their milk because the milk processors couldn’t turn com-
mercial lines producing five-gallon tubs and half-pint boxes over to 
retail half-gallons and gallons fast enough. (The farmers persuaded 
Cornell University to open its bottling plant, and they gave the milk 
away, instead.)

Other agencies are showing us what can be done, too. But your de-
cisions are what determine the health of your family, your neighbors 
and your community.

Note these two facts:
n The United States generates nearly 72 billion pounds of food 

waste each year. Nearly 40% of food in the U.S. gets thrown away, 
according to Feeding America.

n Nearly 13% of Cortland County’s residents, about 6,000 people, 
and 18.8% of its children are food insecure, reports Hunger Solu-
tions New York.

We could feed every hungry person in Cortland County — and 
America — on just the food we throw away right now. All we have 
to do is figure out how to get it from Point A to Point B without the 
producer, the distributor or the consumer going broke.

We’ll concede that’s a complex undertaking, but your decisions 
make it easier. Decide which food producer gets your money: the 
industrial food giant that generates much of that waste, or the smaller 
producer who you might call neighbor; the mega-mart or chain res-
taurant that fills a dumpster every week, or the smaller retailer or 
cafe that might donate food that might otherwise be wasted to a food 
pantry. Even your choice that such considerations aren’t worth your 
time is a choice that affects the food system.

These TC3 students are learning to master that process, and we 
imagine their expertise will far surpass their elders in short order.

In fact, we depend on it. Because if it’s one thing we’ve learned, 
the food system needs people who understand it, and understand 
how to make it better.

Learning the food system,  
and your role in it

State Senator 
Lea Webb

Expecting mothers  
will get answers

Megan 
McArdle

Why are US 
finances so weak? 

Letters
The Cortland Standard welcomes letters from readers for publica-

tion on this page. All letters submitted must be signed by the writer 
and include the writer’s home address and daytime telephone num-
ber. Letters may be edited for length and content.

Letters are limited to 300 words in length. Letters endorsing or op-
posing the election of candidates for public office are limited to 200 
words. Thank-you notes will not be accepted.

New York has always been a 
safe haven when it comes to ma-
ternal and reproductive health-
care, particularly in the Wake 
of the Dobbs decision that over-
turned Roe v. Wade. But in rural 
communities like the ones I rep-
resent in the Southern Tier, there 
is still work to be done. We still 
see noticeable rates of low birth 
weight and premature births in 
counties like Tompkins, Broome 
and Cortland, along with elevat-
ed levels of neonatal withdraw-
als and infant mortality. We also 
see how first-time moms living 
in rural areas are more likely to 
face knowledge gaps and bar-
riers to accessing the maternal 
health resources that can help 
lower incidences of poor health 
outcomes, particularly among 
women of color.

As chair of the Senate’s Wo-
mens’ Issues Committee, I am 
deeply committed to extend-
ing key resources to these de-
mographics and ensuring that 
no one is stranded from care. 
That’s why I introduced legisla-
tion that would create a one-stop 
pregnancy app for those who are 
expecting. This will enable us-
ers to streamline available state 
resources, consolidate informa-
tion and ease the research bur-
den throughout the course of 
their pregnancy. By harnessing 
the power of technology, we can 

more easily overcome existing 
rural resource disparities and 
provide the necessary support 
they need for healthy mothers 
and babies.

Across all areas of life, edu-
cation is the best prevention. 
But for those who lack social 
support or are expecting for the 
first time, the information hur-
dle around can be daunting. It’s 
not always clear what the best 
health practices are during preg-
nancy, which lifestyle choices 
can put you and your baby at 
greater risk, or when to go see 
a doctor. My legislation would 
help close these gaps, and em-
power women with resources 
and information to decrease pre-
ventable, adverse outcomes.

Through the creation of a 
consolidated pregnancy app, we 
would be able to provide New 

York-specific, expert-backed in-
formation to all birthing people 
and better support them during 
their prenatal, pregnancy and 
postpartum services. It would 
give individuals a centralized 
place for information from 
the Department of Health and 
other state agency programs 
in order to receive vetted best 
practices, find closest provid-
ers, and access supportive and 
inclusive care. We know that 
even these simple interventions 
can have meaningful, long last-
ing impacts. In other rural states 
where similar programs were 
developed — like Michigan and 
Wyoming — those who used 
them showed improvements in 
nutrition, physical activity, pre-
natal care, and intake of dietary 
supplements. These improve-
ments, in turn, have resulted in 

lower rates of smoking while 
pregnant, and a reduction in 
preventable infections and asth-
ma. Not only are these positive 
outcomes for the mother, but 
they are crucial to the long term 
health of the baby.

I was proud to pass this bill 
through the Senate earlier in 
our legislative session as part 
of our Maternal Health Pack-
age, and fought to include it in 
our Senate One House Budget 
Proposal. Now, as we continue 
with negotiations, I am advocat-
ing for it to be carried in the fi-
nal budget so that all expecting 
mothers can have full access to 
this tool. With this app, we will 
not only be able to utilize the 
advancements that have been 
made for expecting individuals, 
but we will be able to connect 
them more effectively to those 
who need them most in our rural 
communities and other health-
care deserts. This is a smart use 
of the technology at our dispos-
al, and a no-brainer for the well-
being of New York’s Southern 
Tier families.

———
State Sen. Lea Webb (D-Bing-

hamton) represents the 52nd 
State Senate District, which 
includes all of Cortland and 
Tompkins counties and a por-
tion of Broome County. She was 
elected to the seat in 2022.

The economy is booming, 
and yet last year’s deficit was 
6.3 percent of gross domestic 
product. If you correct for some 
odd accounting surrounding the 
Biden administration’s decision 
to forgive billions of dollars’ 
worth of student loans, it was 
more like 7.7 percent.

The unemployment rate is 3.8 
percent, yet this year the federal 
government will spend $1.6 tril-
lion more than it collects in tax-
es. About $870 billion of this is 
interest we’re paying on money 
we already borrowed.

We are fecklessly squandering 
what might be our last opportu-
nity to get the government’s fi-
nances on a sustainable footing 
in an orderly manner that will 
minimize the pain. And I haven’t 
even told you the half of it.

Real gross domestic product 
grew 2.5 percent last year, but 
the national debt grew faster, ris-
ing to 97.3 percent of GDP from 
96.9 percent in 2022. Just five 
years ago, it was 79.2 percent 
of GDP. Next year, it’s expected 
to hit 99 percent. By 2034, the 
Congressional Budget Office 
thinks it will be 116 percent, and 
rising.

Even this number is too opti-
mistic.

The Social Security Trust 
Fund will be exhausted in 2034 
and, in theory, the statute re-
quires that benefits be cut by 
about 25 percent to balance the 
books. In practice, Congress 
will be under fierce pressure to 
prevent such cuts. But because 
CBO projections are based on 
“current law,” 116 percent is far 
too optimistic. We should add 
at least 1 percent of GDP to the 
number in 2034, and another 1 
percent every year thereafter.

This is not all. Medicare’s 
trust fund will be exhausted 
three years sooner, in 2031, and 
although the CBO likewise as-
sumes that hospital payments 
will be cut, we shouldn’t bet on 
that happening. Better make it 

an extra 1.5 percent of GDP that 
we’ll need to find, somewhere.

And, of course, there’s an 
even more heroic assumption 
underlying all these numbers: 
that we won’t experience anoth-
er crisis that we’ll want to spend 
a bunch of borrowed money on. 
As the 2008-2009 financial cri-
sis and the pandemic revealed, 
this is hardly a safe bet.

These numbers are not yet un-
manageable; America has faced 
worse. In 1945, the deficit was 
21 percent of GDP, and the na-
tional debt held by the public 
topped 100 percent. By 1957, 
the budget was in surplus, and 
the debt-to-GDP ratio had been 
cut in half. And we don’t need 
to get all the way to surplus; if 
we could get our budget deficit 
down to, say, 1 percent of GDP, 
inflation and economic growth 
would gradually erode the debt 
to something manageable.

But this will be harder for us 
than it was for our forebears in 
the mid-20th century. They were 
a young and growing country, 
while we are an aging one, with 
a lot of expensive obligations to 
our seniors. They enjoyed ex-
panding opportunities for trade 
and investment in a world that 
was recovering from war; we 
face increasing protectionist 
pressures — both at home and 
abroad.

Most important, they were se-
rious and we are not.

In the years following the fi-

nancial crisis, economists and 
pundits debated whether the 
government was spending too 
much borrowed money, or too 
little. The proponents of more 
stimulus argued that the auster-
ity caucus had mired the econ-
omy well below its capacity, 
inflicting needless suffering on 
the under — and unemployed. 
We should run deficits, they ar-
gued, while money is cheap, and 
then pay them down when the 
economy improves.

They had a point; unemploy-
ment is one of the worst things 
that can happen to people in 
modern society, and the damage 
often endures long after they’ve 
found new jobs. Preventing un-
employment, or at least shorten-
ing it, makes people way better 
off and, theoretically, it can per-
manently increase the econo-
my’s productive capacity.

The austerity-mongers’ best 
counterargument was that we 
weren’t spending the money in 
theory, or in 1945, when an ethos 
of fiscal responsibility prevailed. 
We were spending it in the 21st 
century, when that ethos had col-
lapsed, so there was a consider-
able chance that when the good 
times finally rolled around, no 
politician would willingly un-
dertake the sacrifices necessary 
to get the budget back in shape. 
Instead, the debt would accu-
mulate until some crisis forced 
policymakers to do something 
— and then people would suffer 

even more than they did from 
the labor market slack.

We are not having such a cri-
sis now. But we are nevertheless 
doing everything we would do if 
we wanted to have a crisis: run-
ning up debt, not on productive 
investments in the future but on 
ordinary government operating 
expenses. 

When we do trim spending 
or raise taxes, it is generally to 
fund something new — such 
as Obamacare or the current 
administration’s green energy 
agenda — rather than to ensure 
that what we’re already doing is 
fiscally sustainable. This means 
that when we need to restore 
some semblance of balance, 
we’ll already have used up the 
most politically palatable op-
tions.

If we can’t balance our books 
now, when everything is go-
ing well, how will we manage 
it later, when our growing debt 
might push up interest rates, 
crowding out private invest-
ment and worsening the budget 
math? What will we do if, God 
forbid, another crisis needs to be 
finessed with borrowed money 
but no one will lend to us at rea-
sonable rates? Almost no one in 
government is even asking these 
questions.

Our national debt is equal 
to the total of everything we 
Americans produce in a year, 
and President Biden isn’t talking 
about fiscal sanity; he’s talking 
about massive child-care subsi-
dies.

The interest on our national 
debt is equal to 2.4 percent of 
GDP, and Donald Trump’s ad-
visers are floating the possibility 
of more tax cuts, which presum-
ably would be enacted, as the 
last ones were, without cutting 
enough spending to pay for 
them.

If this is the best Americans 
can do in the best of times, then 
we are asking for disaster when 
things, inevitably, get worse.
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deaths in the county, from seven 
to 21, Kelley said. 
   The rise in deaths cost Cort-

land County $70,000 in autop-
sies in 2020.

“Since we started meet-
ing with the community on a 

monthly basis back in Septem-
ber 2023, one of the recurring 
discussions that generated from 
these meetings was the realiza-

tion that surrounding neighbor-
hoods have been experiencing 
violations of their privacy, safe-
ty and security, as well as illegal 

activity and loitering in that area 
for a significant period of time,” 
Kelley said.

“We completely understand 

the fear of the unknown that 
comes with a new program 
opening in a rural area,” Kelley 
said.

CLINIC
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heirlooms, photos, an antique 
spinning wheel — touching the 
memories a final time. Then she 
decided where their next lives 
would be.

She said goodbye to her con-
stant sidekick, Sunny, a fluffy 
Maltipoo.

Then the couple traveled to 
Oregon.

The issue is contentious. Op-
ponents have moral objections 
with the very concept of some-
one ending their life. Even with 
safeguards in place, they argue, 
the decision could be made for 
the wrong reasons, including 
depression or pressure from 
family burdened by their care-
taking.

“It’s normalizing suicide, and 
it’s incentivizing individuals to 
end their lives,” said Danielle 
Pimentel of Americans United 
for Life. Pimentel raised con-
cerns that pain isn’t the top 
reason people choose an early 
departure, adding that policy 
should focus on bettering end-
of-life care.

Two national organizations 
lobbying for the bills argue it’s 
about autonomy and compas-
sion, some power over one’s 
preordained exit.

“It comes down to the right 
of an individual to control their 
own end of life decisions free 
from government intervention 
or religious interference,” said 
Goeff Sugerman, national cam-
paign strategist Death with Dig-
nity.

Even though it’s illegal in 
most states, a 2018 Gallup poll 
showed more than two-thirds 
two-thirds of Americans sup-
port the practice.

Only a small fraction of 
Americans across the country, 
about 8,700, have used physi-
cian-assisted death since Or-
egon became the first state to 
legalize it in 1997, according 
to the advocacy group Compas-
sion & Choices.

The organization successfully 
sued Oregon and Vermont over 
their residency requirements in 
the last two years and are us-
ing the courts to expand access. 
California has a bill before law-
makers that would allow out-of-
staters to access the procedure. 
Three states, including Colo-
rado, have proposals to expand 
in-state access, such as allow-
ing advanced practice registered 
nurses, not just doctors, to pre-
scribe the medication.

As Robertson discussed the 
topic with her grandson, he got 

teary eyed. If it became legal 
in Illinois tonight, would his 
grandmother be gone tomor-
row? How does it differ from 
suicides that left empty seats at 
his school?

Robertson reassured him it 
would be the very last option 

as she embarks on new chemo-
therapy treatment. Then she ex-
plained the safeguards.

Typically, two doctors must 
confirm that a patient has six 
months to live. 

The patient must verbally 
request it twice with a waiting 

period that varies by state, and 
submit a written request with 
witnesses. 

At three meetings, a physi-
cian assesses the patient to en-
sure they are able to make an 
informed decision. 

The patient can be referred 

to a psychologist for an assess-
ment if there are concerns.

Patients must take the medi-
cation themselves. They lose 
consciousness within a few 
minutes, and die usually within 
a few hours.

Eventually the teenager met 
her eyes. “Granny, I support 
whatever you choose to do,” he 
said.

When Gary Drake, a jovial 
businessman from Florida, re-
ceived a diagnosis that lung, 
bone and kidney cancer would 
end his life within six months, 
he didn’t deliberate long.

The 78-year-old flew to Ore-
gon in February, after beginning 
a Facebook post with “RIP.”

“I love you all, say a prayer 
for me, and I’ll see you on the 
other side,” the post read.

His son, Mitch, flew to Or-
egon to meet with his father. 
They said their goodbyes, then 
Drake drank the medicine.

As they played his song re-
quest, “Toes” by Zac Brown 
Band, Drake put the cup down 
and sang.

“Not a worry in the world, a 
cold beer in my hand

Life is good today
Life is good today.”
Then he fell asleep.

LEGALIZE
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on their higher labor costs via 
higher prices that feed inflation. 
Though U.S. inflation remains 
elevated, it has plummeted 
from its levels of two years ago.

“There’s been something of 
a mystery — how are we con-
tinuing to get such extraordi-
nary strong job growth with 
inflation still continuing to 
come down?’’ said Heidi Shier-
holz, president of the Economic 
Policy Institute. “The immigra-
tion numbers being higher than 
what we had thought — that re-
ally does pretty much solve that 
puzzle.’’

While helping fuel economic 
growth, immigrants also lie 
at the heart of an incendiary 
election-year debate over the 
control of the nation’s Southern 
border. In his bid to return to the 
White House, Donald Trump 
has vowed to finish building a 
border wall and to launch the 
“largest domestic deportation 
operation in American history.” 
Whether he or President Joe 
Biden wins the election could 
determine whether the influx 
of immigrants, and their key 
role in propelling the econo-

my, will endure.
The immigration boom was 

a surprise. In 2019, the Con-
gressional Budget Office had 
estimated that net immigration 
— arrivals minus departures — 
would equal about 1 million in 
2023. The actual number, the 
CBO said in a January update, 
was 3.3 million.

Thousands of employers des-

perately needed the new arriv-
als. The number of native-born 
Americans in their prime work-
ing years — ages 25 to 54 — 
was dropping because so many 
of them had aged out of that 
category and were nearing or 
entering retirement. Their num-
bers have shrunk by 770,000 
since February 2020, just 
before COVID-19 slammed 

the economy.
Filling the gap has been a 

wave of immigrants. Over the 
past four years, the number of 
prime-age workers who either 
have a job or are looking for 
one has surged by 2.8 million. 
And nearly all those newcom-
ers — 2.7 million, or 96% of 
them — were born outside the 
United States.

At the Flood Brothers farm in 
Maine’s “dairy capital’’ of Clin-
ton, foreign-born workers make 
up half the staff of nearly 50, 
feeding the cows, tending crops 
and helping collect the milk.

“We cannot do it without 
them,” said Jenni Tilton-Flood, 
a partner in the operation.

For every unemployed per-
son in Maine, after all, there are 
two job openings, on average.

A study by Wendy Edelberg 
and Tara Watson of the Brook-
ings Institution found that new 
immigrants raised the econo-
my’s supply of workers and al-
lowed the United States to gen-
erate jobs without overheating 
and accelerating inflation.

In the past, economists typi-
cally estimated that America’s 
employers could add no more 
than 60,000 to 100,000 jobs a 

month without overheating the 
economy and igniting infla-
tion. 

But when Edelberg and Wat-
son included the immigration 
surge in their calculations, they 
found that monthly job growth 
could be roughly twice as high 
this year — 160,000 to 200,000 
— without exerting upward 
pressure on inflation.

Trump has repeatedly at-
tacked Biden’s immigration 
policy over the surge in mi-
grants at the Southern border. 
Only about 27% of the 3.3 mil-
lion foreigners who entered the 
United States last year did so 
through as “lawful permanent 
residents’’ or on temporary vi-
sas, according to Edelberg and 
Watson’s analysis. The rest — 
2.4 million — either came il-
legally, overstayed their visas, 
are awaiting immigration court 
proceedings or are on a parole 
program that lets them stay 
temporarily in the country.

“So there you have it,’’ 
Douglas Holtz-Eakin, president 
of the conservative American 
Action Forum, said. “The way 
to solve an inflation crisis is to 
endure an immigration crisis.”

Many economists suggest 

that immigrants benefit the U.S. 
economy. They take low-pay-
ing but essential jobs that most 
U.S.-born Americans won’t, 
like caring for the sick and the 
elderly. 

And they can also make the 
country more innovative be-
cause they are more likely to 
start businesses and obtain pat-
ents.

Critics counter that a surge 
in immigration can force down 
pay, particularly for low-in-
come workers. 

Last month, in the most re-
cent economic report of the 
president, Biden’s advisers ac-
knowledged that “immigration 
may place downward pressure 
on the wages of some low-paid 
workers” but added that most 
studies show that the impact on 
the wages of the U.S.-born is 
“small.”

Holtz-Eakin argued that an 
immigration cutoff of the kind 
Trump has vowed to impose, if 
elected, would result in “much, 
much slower labor force growth 
and a return to the sharp trad-
eoff’’ between containing infla-
tion and maintaining economic 
growth that the United States 
has so far managed to avoid.

WORK
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AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast
Shannon Rodriguez, right, shows off a tattoo made of her mother Deb Robertson’s hand-
writing “Love You More” and a sunflower at Robertson’s Lombard, Illinois, home March 23.

AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty
Workers tend to cows in the milking parlor at the Flood 
Brothers Farm, April 1, in Clinton, Maine. 
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By A. DURKIN RICHER  
and COLLEEN LONG

Associated Press
WASHINGTON — Thou-

sands more firearms dealers 
across the United States will 
have to run background checks 
on buyers at gun shows or other 
places outside brick-and-mortar 
stores, according to a Biden ad-
ministration rule that will soon 
go into effect.

The rule aims to close a loop-
hole that has allowed tens of 
thousands of guns to be sold ev-
ery year by unlicensed dealers 
who do not perform background 
checks to ensure the potential 
buyer is not legally prohibited 
from having a firearm. Gun 
rights groups are expected to 
fight it in court.

It’s the administration’s latest 
effort to combat gun violence. 
But in a contentious election 
year, it’s also an effort to show 
voters — especially younger 
ones for whom gun violence 
deeply resonates — that the 
White House is trying to stop 
the deaths.

“This is going to keep guns 
out of the hands of domestic 
abusers and felons,” President 
Joe Biden said in a statement. 
“And my administration is go-
ing to continue to do everything 
we possibly can to save lives. 
Congress needs to finish the job 
and pass universal background 
checks legislation now.”

The rule, which was finalized 
this week, makes clear that any-
one who sells firearms predomi-
nantly to earn a profit must be 
federally licensed and conduct 

background checks, regardless 
of whether they are selling on 
the internet, at a gun show or 
at a brick-and-mortar store, At-
torney General Merrick Garland 
told reporters.

Biden has made curtailing gun 
violence a major part of his ad-
ministration and reelection cam-
paign, creating the White House 
Office of Gun Violence Preven-

tion overseen by Vice President 
Kamala Harris. Biden also has 
urged Congress to ban so-called 
assault weapons — something 
Democrats shied from even just 
a few years ago.

The rule is likely to be chal-
lenged in court by gun rights 
activists who believe the Demo-
cratic president is unfairly tar-
geting gun owners. The National 

Rifle Association said in a state-
ment that it is “already working 
to use all means available to stop 
this unlawful rule.”

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, an industry trade 
group, also has warned of a 
court challenge if the rule was 
finalized as written. Lawrence 
Keane, the foundation’s se-
nior vice president and general 

counsel, said Thursday that the 
organization was reviewing the 
regulation after contending pre-
viously that the Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives was overstepping its 
legal authority.

Biden administration officials 
said they are confident the rule, 
which drew more than 380,000 
public comments, would with-
stand lawsuits. The administra-
tion first proposed the rule in 
August, after the passage of the 
most sweeping gun violence bill 
in decades, a bipartisan compro-
mise in response to the massacre 
of 19 students and two teachers 
at a Uvalde, Texas elementary 
school.

That law expanded the defini-
tion of those who are “engaged 
in the business” of selling fire-
arms, and are required to become 
licensed by the ATF and there-
fore run background checks. 
The rule, which implements the 
change in the law, will take ef-
fect 30 days after it is published 
in the Federal Register.

There are already roughly 
80,000 federally licensed fire-
arms dealers. 

Administration officials be-
lieve the new rule will impact 
more than 20,000 dealers who 
have gotten away with selling 
firearms without a license and 
performing background checks 
at places like gun shows and 
over the internet by claiming 
they aren’t “engaged in the busi-
ness” of firearm sales.

“Everybody can see that 
people are not following the 
law in significant numbers,” 

ATF Director Steve Dettelbach 
said in an interview. “And it’s 
just wrong for public safety, 
it’s wrong for fairness when all 
these licensed dealers are out 
there following the rules, for 
people to think that they don’t 
have to all play by the same set 
of rules.”

The rule makes clear there are 
instances when a license is not 
needed, such people who oc-
casionally resell firearms to a 
family member or liquidate their 
personal collection.

Republican Sens. John 
Cornyn of Texas and Thom Til-
lis of North Carolina, who were 
instrumental in the passage of 
the gun law, have started an ef-
fort to block the rule from going 
into effect. But that is unlikely 
to succeed because the presi-
dent would have the final say. 
It comes a week after the ATF 
released new data that shows 
more than 68,000 illegally traf-
ficked firearms in the U.S. came 
through unlicensed dealers who 
aren’t required to perform back-
ground checks over a five-year 
period. 

The ATF report also showed 
that guns trafficked through un-
licensed dealers were used in 
nearly 370 shootings between 
2017 and 2021.

Gun control advocates who 
have long pushed to close the 
so-called gun show loophole 
praised the regulation as a big 
step toward their goal of univer-
sal background checks for gun 
buyers — a Democratic priority 
that has been blocked by Repub-
licans in Congress.

By KELVIN CHAN
AP Business Writer

LONDON — Instagram says 
it’s deploying new tools to pro-
tect young people and combat 
sexual extortion, including a 
feature that will automatically 
blur nudity in direct messages.

The social media platform 
said in a blog post Thursday 
that it’s testing out the features 
as part of its campaign to fight 
sexual scams and other forms of 
“image abuse,” and to make it 
tougher for criminals to contact 
teens.

Sexual extortion, or sextor-
tion, involves persuading a 
person to send explicit photos 
online and then threatening to 
make the images public unless 
the victim pays money or en-
gages in sexual favors. Recent 
high-profile cases include two 
Nigerian brothers who pleaded 
guilty to sexually extorting teen 
boys and young men in Michi-
gan, including one who took his 
own life, and a Virginia sheriff’s 
deputy who sexually extorted 
and kidnapped a 15-year-old 
girl.

Instagram and other social 
media companies have faced 
growing criticism for not doing 
enough to protect young people. 
Mark Zuckerberg, the CEO of 
Instagram’s owner Meta Plat-
forms, apologized to the parents 
of victims of such abuse dur-
ing a Senate hearing earlier this 
year.

Meta, which is based in Men-
lo Park, California, also owns 
Facebook and WhatsApp but 
the nudity blur feature won’t be 
added to messages sent on those 
platforms.

Instagram said scammers of-
ten use direct messages to ask 
for “intimate images.” To coun-
ter this, it will soon start testing 
out a nudity-protection feature 

for direct messages that blurs 
any images with nudity “and en-
courages people to think twice 
before sending nude images.”

“The feature is designed not 
only to protect people from see-
ing unwanted nudity in their 
DMs, but also to protect them 
from scammers who may send 
nude images to trick people into 
sending their own images in re-
turn,” Instagram said.

The feature will be turned 
on by default globally for teens 
under 18. Adult users will get a 
notification encouraging them 
to activate it.

Images with nudity will be 
blurred with a warning, giv-
ing users the option to view it. 
They’ll also get an option to 

block the sender and report the 
chat.

For people sending direct 
messages with nudity, they will 
get a message reminding them to 
be cautious when sending “sen-
sitive photos.” They’ll also be 
informed that they can unsend 
the photos if they change their 
mind, but that there’s a chance 
others may have already seen 
them. As with many of Meta’s 
tools and policies around child 
safety, critics saw the move as a 
positive step, but one that does 
not go far enough.

“I think the tools announced 
can protect senders, and that is 
welcome. But what about re-
cipients?” said Arturo Béjar, 
former engineering director 

at the social media giant who 
is known for his expertise in 
curbing online harassment. He 
said 1 in 8 teens receives an un-
wanted advance on Instagram 
every seven days, citing internal 
research he compiled while at 
Meta that he presented in No-
vember testimony before Con-
gress. “What tools do they get? 
What can they do if they get an 
unwanted nude?”

Béjar said “things won’t 
meaningfully change” until 
there is a way for a teen to say 
they’ve received an unwanted 
advance, and there is transpar-
ency about it.

Instagram said it’s working 
on technology to help identify 
accounts that could be poten-
tially be engaging in sexual ex-
tortion scams, “based on a range 
of signals that could indicate 
sextortion behavior.”

To stop criminals from con-
necting with young people, it’s 
also taking measures including 
not showing the “message” but-
ton on a teen’s profile to poten-
tial sextortion accounts, even if 
they already follow each other, 
and testing new ways to hide 
teens from these accounts.

In January, the FBI warned 
of a “huge increase” in sextor-
tion cases targeting children 
— including financial sextor-
tion, where someone threatens 
to release compromising im-
ages unless the victim pays. The 
targeted victims are primarily 
boys between the ages of 14 to 
17, but the FBI said any child 
can become a victim. In the 
six-month period from October 
2022 to March 2023, the FBI 
saw a more than 20% increase 
in reporting of financially mo-
tivated sextortion cases involv-
ing minor victims compared to 
the same period in the previous 
year.

By SARAH JANE TRIBBLE
 KFF Health News (TNS)
For Cindy Westman, $30 buys 

a week’s worth of gas to drive to 
medical appointments and run 
errands.

It’s also how much she spent 
on her monthly internet bill be-
fore the federal Affordable Con-
nectivity Program stepped in 
and covered her payments.

“When you have low income 
and you are living on disability 

and your daughter’s disabled, 
every dollar counts,” said West-
man, who lives in rural Illinois.

More than 23 million low-
income households — urban, 
suburban, rural, and tribal — are 
enrolled in the federal discount 
program Congress created in 
2021 to bridge the nation’s digi-
tal connectivity gap. The pro-
gram has provided $30 monthly 
subsidies for internet bills or 
$75 discounts in tribal and high-

cost areas. But the program is 
expected to run out of money in 
April or May, according to the 
Federal Communications Com-
mission. In January, FCC Chair-
woman Jessica Rosenworcel 
asked Congress to allocate $6 
billion to keep the program run-
ning until the end of 2024. She 
said the subsidy gives Ameri-
cans the “internet service they 
need to fully participate in mod-
ern life.”

The importance of high-
speed internet was seared into 
the American psyche by scenes 
of children sitting in park-
ing lots and outside fast-food 
restaurants to attend school 
online during the COVID-19 
pandemic. During that same 
period, health care providers 
and patients like Westman say, 
being connected also became a 
vital part of today’s health care  
delivery system.

By ANDREW DeMILLO  
and JIM SALTER
Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Arguments 
before a federal appeals court 
that is considering whether to 
reinstate Arkansas’ first-in-the-
nation ban on gender-affirming 
care for minors focused Thurs-
day on whether it and similar re-
strictions adopted by two dozen 
states discriminate on the basis 
of sex.

Ten judges with the 8th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals in St. 
Louis heard arguments over 
a judge’s ruling last year that 
struck down the ban as uncon-
stitutional. The 2021 law would 
prohibit doctors from providing 
gender-affirming hormone treat-
ment, puberty blockers or sur-
gery to anyone under 18.

An attorney for the American 
Civil Liberties Union, which 
challenged the law on behalf 
of four transgender youths and 

their parents, said the restric-
tion infringes on the longstand-
ing rights of parents to make 
decisions about their children’s 
medical care.

“Arkansas believed that that 
government knew better than 
the loving parents in this case 
what was best for their mi-
nor children,” Chase Strangio, 
deputy director for transgender 
justice for the ACLU’s LGBTQ 
and HIV Project, told the court. 
“That burdens that longstand-
ing right of parents to direct the 
medical care of their children.”

At least 24 states have ad-
opted laws restricting or ban-
ning gender-affirming medical 
care for transgender minors, and 
most of those face lawsuits. 

The restrictions on health 
care are part of a larger back-
lash against transgender rights, 
touching on everything from 
bathroom access to participation 
in sports.

AP Photo/Evan Vucci
President Joe Biden delivers remarks on proposed spending on child care and other invest-
ments in the “care economy” during a rally at Union Station, Tuesday, in Washington. 

AP Photo/Jim Salter
ACLU attorney Chase Strangio, right, and actor Elliot Page 
leave the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals after a hearing 
Thursday, in St. Louis, Missouri.   

Biden administration will require thousands more 
gun dealers to run background checks on buyers

Gender-affirming care
ban for minors argued
before US appeals court

Instagram blurring nudity in messages  
to protect teens, fight sexual extortion

AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File
The Instagram logo is seen on a cell phone in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts, Oct. 14, 2022. 

Telehealth access for low-income families 
threatened as federal internet subsidies end
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By JAKE COYLE
AP Film Writer

New films from Yorgos Lan-
thimos, Andrea Arnold and 
Francis Ford Coppola, as well 
as a portrait of 1980s Donald 
Trump, will compete for the 
Palme d’Or at the 77th Cannes 
Film Festival next month, orga-
nizers announced Thursday.

Thierry Frémaux, Cannes’s 
artistic director who announced 
the selections in a news confer-
ence in Paris with festival presi-
dent Iris Knobloch, said this 
year’s lineup was plucked from 
2,000 submissions. Though Fré-
maux noted he went into the 
process concerned about the 
effect of last year’s strikes on 
American films, the lineup is 
typically full of top international 
filmmakers as well as a few hot-
ly anticipated blockbusters.

Among the 19 films selected 
for competition is Lanthimos’ 
“Kinds of Kindness,” the Greek 
director’s follow-up to the Os-
car-winning “Poor Things.” Its 
cast includes two stars of “Poor 
Things”: Emma Stone and Wil-
lem Dafoe.

Paolo Sorrentino, the Ital-
ian filmmaker of “The Great 
Beauty,” returns to Cannes with 
“Parthenhope,” a Naples-set 

drama co-starring Gary Oldman. 
Arnold, the British director of 
“American Honey” and “Fish 
Tank,” also returns to Cannes 
with “Bird,” starring Barry Ke-
oghan and Franz Rogowski.

Sure to draw attention will be 
Ali Abbasi’s “The Apprentice,” 

a film about the former presi-
dent’s early business career. In 
it, Sebastian Stan stars as Trump, 
Jeremy Strong plays Roy Cohn 
and Maria Bakalova co-stars as 
Ivana Trump. The Iranian di-
rector Abbasi was previously 
in competition at Cannes with 

2022’s “Holy Spider.”
Numerous other big-name 

filmmakers are also returning to 
Cannes, which runs May 14-25. 
Among them: David Cronenberg 
(“The Shrouds,” with Vincent 
Cassel and Diane Kruger); Paul 
Schrader (“Oh, Canada,” with 

Richard Gere and Uma Thur-
man) and the lauded Chinese 
director Jia Zhang-Ke (“Caught 
By the Tides”). Also in competi-
tion are Sean Baker (“Anora”), 
whose “Red Rocket” and “The 
Florida Project” also premiered 
at Cannes; and the French film-
maker Jacques Audiard (“Emilia 
Perez”), who won the Palme in 
2015 for “Dheepan.”

As previously reported, Fran-
cis Ford Coppola’s “Megalopo-
lis” will premiere in competition 
in Cannes. The 85-year-old di-
rector’s self-financed, long-ges-
tating epic will debut 50 years 
after his “The Conversation” 
won the Palme d’Or.

This year’s Cannes follows 
a banner 2023 edition that fea-
tured the premieres of three 
films that went on to win best-
picture nominations at the Acad-
emy Awards: Martin Scorsese’s 
“Killers of the Flower Moon”; 
Jonathan Glazer’s “The Zone 
of Interest”; and Justine Triet’s 
Palme d’Or winner “Anatomy 
of a Fall.”

“Anatomy of a Fall” was only 
the third film directed by a wom-
an to win the Palme. This year, 
there are four female filmmakers 
in competition. Fremaux said he 
may add further selections in the 

coming weeks.
Cannes had already lined up 

a few notable world premieres 
playing out of competition in-
cluding George Miller’s “Fu-
riosa: A Mad Max Saga” and 
Kevin Costner’s “Horizon, An 
American Saga.” George Lucas 
is set to received an honorary 
Palme d’Or at the closing cer-
emony. The festival will kick off 
May 14 with the French comedy 
“The Second Act,” starring Léa 
Seydoux and Vincent Lindon.

Greta Gerwig, coming off the 
success of “Barbie,” is head-
ing the jury that will decide the 
Palme d’Or.

Some entries will take on add-
ed poignance, Frémaux noted, 
due to current events. The first 
selection he announced Thurs-
day was Yolande Zauberman’s 
documentary “The Beauty of 
Gaza,” about transgender Pal-
estinians who emigrate to Tel 
Aviv. Ukrainian filmmaker 
Sergei Loznitsa will debut his 
documentary “The Invasion,” 
on Russia’s war on his native 
country.

One new addition this year: 
The festival is launching a com-
petitive immersive section fea-
turing works of virtual and aug-
mented reality.

By BROOKE LEFFERTS
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Winter, apparent-
ly, is not coming back. Kit Harington 
has shut down talk of a Jon Snow se-
quel to HBO’s massive hit “Game of 
Thrones.”

“There are no plans for it at the mo-
ment. It’s off the table for the foresee-
able,” Harington told The Associated 
Press in an interview Tuesday, while 
promoting his new crime drama film 
“Blood for Dust.”

“Game of Thrones” ended in 2019 
after eight seasons, but the prospect 
of spinoffs were bandied about. Fans 
had to wait three years for the only 
one that’s aired thus far, the HBO 
prequel “House of the Dragon,” 
set two centuries before “Game 

of Thrones.”
A sequel centered around the pop-

ular Snow, who started “Game of 
Thrones” as an outcast and brother of 
the Night’s Watch and fought his way 
to more power in Westeros and the 
truth of his ancestry, had reportedly 
been in development for a few years.

“We sort of threw around a few 
ideas. Nothing really stuck, and 
we’re going to leave it there for the 
moment,” Harington, 37, said.

An HBO spokesperson declined 
comment to the AP.

The Snow-centric sequel isn’t 
the first spinoff put on ice. In 2019, 
HBO reportedly dropped a prequel 
set thousands of years beforehand. 
Starring Naomi Watts, it had already 
filmed a pilot episode.

As for Harington, he recently part-
nered again with HBO for an ap-
pearance on the third season of the 
network’s drama “Industry,” which 
premieres later this year. The actor 
said he was “really excited” about 
being on the show, based on Lon-
don’s cutthroat financial world.

“I just think it’s one of the most 
unique, interesting, tonally, exciting 
pieces out there,” Harington said.

The second season of “House of 
the Dragon” is set to premiere on 
June 16 — and fans eager for more 
Westeros can look forward to the pre-
quel “Seven Kingdoms: The Hedge 
Knight.” Warner Bros. announced 
last week that Peter Claffey and Dex-
ter Sol Ansell will lead the series, set 
100 years before “Game of Thrones.”

By KATHY McCORMACK
Associated Press

CONCORD, N.H. — A New 
Hampshire town’s new ordi-
nance that was pitched as “a 
path forward” for public artwork 
hasn’t resolved a bakery owner’s 
First Amendment dispute over 
a large pastry painting, and his 
lawyer predicts it will only lead 
to more litigation as town offi-
cials become “speech police.”

Conway residents passed the 
ordinance by a vote of 1,277 to 
423 during town elections Tues-
day, part of a lengthy ballot for 
budget and spending items and 
picking government positions, 
such as selectboard, treasurer, 
and police commissioner.

The vote came more than a 
year after the owner of Leavitt’s 
Country Bakery sued the town 
over a painting by high school 
students that’s displayed across 
his storefront, showing the sun 
shining over a mountain range 
made of sprinkle-covered choco-
late and strawberry doughnuts, 
a blueberry muffin, a cinnamon 
roll and other pastries.

The zoning board decided that 
the painting was not so much art 
as advertising, and so could not 
remain as is because of its size. 
At about 90 square feet, it’s four 

times bigger than the town’s sign 
code allows.

The new ordinance requires 
applicants to meet criteria for art 
on public and commercial prop-
erty. It says that while the zon-
ing and planning boards must 
approve the appropriateness 
of theme, location, and design 
before the selectboard consid-
ers each proposal, the process 
should make “no intrusion into 
the artistic expression or the con-
tent of work.”

“There’s no part of writing 
that where we try to limit any 
kind of speech,” Planning Board 
Chairperson Benjamin Colbath 
said at a March 28 meeting. “We 
did try to carefully write that and 
certainly took inspiration from 
what a lot of other communities 
are doing as well, as well as con-
firm with counsel on that one.”

A lawyer for the bakery had 
urged voters to reject the ordi-
nance.

“Typically, people get to de-
cide whether to speak or not; 
they don’t have to ask the gov-
ernment ‘pretty please’ first,” 
Robert Frommer wrote last week 
in the Conway Daily Sun.

“All commercial property 
owners would have to get per-
mission before putting up any 

sort of public art in town,” 
Frommer wrote, and town offi-
cials can “deny murals because 
of what they depict, or who put 
them up.”

Sean Young, the bakery own-
er, said he was voting no: “Lo-
cal officials don’t get to play art 
critic.”

Young sued after town offi-
cials told him the painting could 
stay if it showed actual moun-
tains — instead of pastries sug-
gesting mountains — or if the 
building wasn’t a bakery.

Young’s lawsuit was paused 
last year as residents considered 
revising how the town defines 
signs, in a way that would have 
allowed the sign to stay up. But 
that measure was seen as too 
broad and complex, and it failed 
to pass.

The mural remains in place 
for now, as his case heads to trial 
this November.

Frommer told The Associated 
Press in an email that the town 
hasn’t said whether the new or-
dinance will impact Leavitt’s 
mural, “and if Sean wanted to 
paint a different mural with the 
high school students at any of 
his businesses, he would have 
to jump through the ordinance’s 
unconstitutional hoops.”

Cannes sets lineup with Lanthimos, Coppola films

Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File
Francis Ford Coppola arrives at the Oscars on March 27, 2022, at the Dolby Theatre in Los 
Angeles. 

Jon Snow sequel to ‘Game of Thrones’ shelved indefinitely

Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File
Kit Harington poses for photographers upon arrival at the Olivier Awards in Lon-
don, April 10, 2022. 

Town creates public art ordinance 
after doughnut mural sparks debate

AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty
A customer holds the door for a family arriving at Leavitt’s Country Bakery, April 13, 2023, 
in Conway, New Hampshire. 

Nightingale
Concert

CORTLAND MEMORIAL FOUNDATION PRESENTS

A Night to 
Celebrate Nurses

LIVE MUSIC
WITH

Ithaca’s favorite brass band featuring the sound of New Orleans 
Street Music with Funk, Jazz, Pop and Rock ‘n’ Roll.

Welcome Reception – 6:00 p.m.  • Concert – 7:00 p.m.
 

Center for the Arts of Homer, 72 South Main Street, Homer, N.Y.
 

$50 per ticket available at: www.Guthrie.org/NightingaleConcert

Friday, May 3, 2024

Join us May 3, as we honor 
Florence Nightingale – the 
founder of modern nursing, and 
we’ll present the Nightingale 
Award. Celebrate the Guthrie 
Cortland Medical Center 
nurses and help us kick off 
National Nurses’ Week.   

Welcome reception starts at 
6 p.m. featuring hors d’oeuvres 
from M&D Deli, and a cash bar, 
followed by Live Music in the 
Concert Hall with the Fall Creek 
Brass Band.

Purchase a cork and try your 
luck in the Wine Pull for 
added fun.

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT 

IN SUPPORT OF 

Scan the QR code to 
visit our website and 
to purchase tickets.
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USC has stayed silent 
on OJ Simpson’s death

Paul Cifonelli/sports editor
Cincinnatus’ Rachael Standish, left, leads off second base after a pitch Friday at Cincinnatus Central 
School. Standish went 2-for-3 with two walks and four runs scored in the Lions’ 25-3 win.

Cincy softball routs 
Madison in home opener

Cincinnatus        25
Madison                3

AP Photo/File
University of Southern California running back O.J. Simpson, center, runs 
against Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana, Oct. 14, 1967.

By PAUL CIFONELLI
Sports Editor

pcifonelli@cortlandstandard.com
Micah Kurtz, a 2003 SUNY 

Cortland alum, has been named 
president of Oak Hill Academy. 
Oak Hill is a co-ed college prep 
boarding school in Mouth of 
Wilson, Virginia, known for its 
high-level basketball program.

Kurtz was the director of 

sports performance and assis-
tant director of athletics at Win-
dermere Preparatory School in 
Windermere, Florida. 

He has also been Oak Hill’s 
basketball strength and condi-
tioning consultant for the last 14 
years. 

Kurtz was named National 
Strength Coach of the Year in 
2016 and is an advisor on youth 

athletic development for USA 
Basketball, USA Football and 
the NFL.

“I am deeply honored to be 
chosen to lead this esteemed 
school into its next chapter,” 
Kurtz said in an article pub-
lished by the school. “A testa-
ment to Dr. Michael Groves’, 
Coach Steve Smith’s and others 
past leadership, Oak Hill has a 

world class staff in place and no 
school in the world has a better 
alumni group or brand than Oak 
Hill Academy. I am incredibly 
excited about the possibilities 
that lie ahead for Oak Hill and 
look forward to working with all 
stakeholders to make our vision 
a reality. I extend my thanks to 
the board of trustees for en-
trusting me with this tremen-

dous responsibility.”
After graduating from SUNY 

Cortland, Kurtz, a Buffalo na-
tive, got his master’s degree 
from the University of South 
Carolina.

Oak Hill has multiple athlet-
ics teams, but its boys basketball 
program has produced 29 NBA 
players. Former Syracuse Uni-
versity and NBA star Carmelo 

Anthony finished high school at 
Oak Hill, as well as NBA Hall 
of Famers Calvin Duncan, Rod 
Strickland, Jerry Stackhouse, 
Josh Smith and Ron Mercer. 
More recent NBA stars from the 
school include Stephen Jack-
son, Steve Blake, Rajon Rondo, 
Ty Lawson, Brandon Jennings, 
Cody Martin and Keldon John-
son.

By PAUL CIFONELLI
Sports Editor

pcifonelli@cortlandstandard.com
Henry Belton, Lauren Mott, 

Caleigh Stone and Kyle Wright 
all finished their swimming 

careers at the New York State 
YMCA Swimming Champion-
ships on March 15 through 17. 
All four swimmers finished in 
the top eight in their races at 
the event. Shelley Yang topped 

the field in the 13-to-14-year-
old girls 50-meter freestyle and 
100-meter backstroke, marking 
the second year in a row she was 
a state champion in the events. 
Yang also came in second in 

the 100-meter freestyle and the 
100-meter butterfly and placed 
third in the 200-meter individual 
medley. Jordyn Underwood also 
finished second in the 9-to-10-
year-old girls 50-meter freestyle. 

Underwood took home a top 
eight finish in another event as 
well.

Charlie Partigianoni, Evie 
Schneider and Lily Yang notched 
top eight finishes as well.

Cortland Stingers swimmers 
combined for 67 personal best 
times during the championships.

The Stingers’ final event of the 
season will be the banquet held 
on May 3 at Homer High School.

SUNY Cortland alum named Oak Hill Academy president

4 seniors end Cortland Stingers careers at state meet
Swimming

College Football

By GREG BEACHAM 
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES — A copy of O.J. Simp-
son’s Heisman Trophy still sits in Heritage 
Hall on the campus of the University of 
Southern California, at least when it isn’t 
being displayed elsewhere along with the 
rest of the school’s large collection.

Simpson’s jersey is still retired by USC in 
recognition of his two remarkable seasons 
as the Trojans’ tailback, and his No. 32 is 
prominently displayed at every home foot-
ball game on the banners that drape the peri-
style steps of the venerable Coliseum.

But when Simpson’s death from prostate 
cancer at 76 in Las Vegas was announced 
Thursday, his school made no public ac-
knowledgement of it.

The silence — atypical for the Trojans, 
who have lauded their passing football 
greats with flowery public statements — 
is an obvious statement in itself about the 
complicated relationship with one of the 
most accomplished athletes in USC history.

Lincoln Riley was born 15 years after 
Simpson won his Heisman, but the current 
USC coach was left to provide what might 
turn out to be the university’s only promi-
nent words on Simpson’s death during his 
normal spring football media availability.

“Certainly as a head coach here, you ob-
viously know about his history and his lega-
cy, the kind of player that he was here,” Ri-
ley said. “We definitely, certainly recognize 
that, and obviously extend our sympathies 
to his family on their loss.”

That disconnect largely has been the stan-
dard for institutions in Los Angeles and 
across the nation for the past three decades 
since Simpson was charged with killing his 
former wife and her friend in 1994.

The worlds of sports and entertainment 
largely disassociated from one of the most 
famous athletes-turned-actors of his genera-
tion, and most of his longtime friends and 
admirers had dropped Simpson by the time 
he was acquitted in 1995.

So it’s difficult to remember that until the 
public course of Simpson’s life changed for-
ever in his late 40s, he was widely perceived 
as an embodiment of the American dream.

He grew up in the Potrero Hill hous-
ing projects of San Francisco, overcoming 
brushes with gangs, a few arrests and ju-
venile corrections before finding a way out 
through football. Simpson then played two 
seasons at City College of San Francisco, 
becoming a two-way junior college star.

Major programs offered scholarships to 
Simpson for the 1967 season, and he chose 
USC, the school he admired growing up. He 
arrived on campus with high expectations 
under coach John McKay, but he exceeded 
every reasonable prognostication by be-
coming one of the most dominant running 
backs in college football history.

Just how important was Simpson to the 
Trojans while they went 19-2-1 and made 
two Rose Bowl appearances during his two 
seasons? He carried the ball a jaw-dropping 
674 times in just 22 games for 3,423 yards 
and 36 touchdowns.

Simpson remained popular in Los Ange-
les when he went on to his NFL career in 
Buffalo and San Francisco, and he returned 
to Hollywood to continue his acting career 
after his retirement from football. He was 
an avid golfer and a member of the famed 
Riviera Country Club in Pacific Palisades, 
where he played several times a week in 
1994 — including the morning before Ni-
cole Brown Simpson and Ronald Goldman 
were killed. Simpson was found liable for 
the deaths in a civil trial in 1997, and sub-
sequent attempts to rehabilitate his image 
foundered. The former football star re-
mained publicly estranged for the rest of 
his life — and an attempt to change that 
backfired as well.

Simpson visited USC’s practice in Fort 
Lauderdale in late 2002 while the Trojans 
were preparing to face Iowa in the Orange 
Bowl. The 1968 Heisman winner, who 
hadn’t been around the team since the mur-
ders, chatted with reigning Heisman win-
ner Carson Palmer and others. Pete Carroll 
called Simpson “a legend” after welcoming 
him, but the coach and the school received 
widespread public condemnation after.

Underscores school’s 
complicated connection 

to its former football star

s

By PAUL CIFONELLI
Sports Editor

pcifonelli@cortlandstandard.com
 The Cincinnatus softball team 

wasted no time in its home opener, 
scoring 11 runs in the bottom of the 
first in a 25-3 win over Madison Fri-
day at Cincinnatus Central School.

Every player to record a plate ap-
pearance for the Lions got a hit, with 
four –– Kaylee Brenchley, Neveah 
Billings, Hannah Ellerson, Addison 
Stith –– notching three hits. Rachael 
Standish also had two hits.

Brenchley finished a single short 
of the cycle, knocking in four runs 
and scoring three times. Billings 
also had a double and a home run, 
four RBIs and three runs, Ellerson 
also drew two walks and scored 
twice and Stith added a double, 
a walk, two RBIs and three runs. 
Standish drew two walks, drove in 
a run and scored four runs.

Lucy Finch hit the Lions’ third 
home run of the day, a solo shot, 
was hit by a pitch and scored three 
times, Payton Gerrard singled, 
walked twice, drove in two runs 
and scored three times, Madison 
Stover doubled, was hit by a pitch, 
knocked in a run and scored twice, 
Mandi Waltz singled, walked, drove 
in two runs and scored once, Linette 
Custer singled, was hit by a pitch, 
drove in a run and scored a run and 
Sailor Stith smacked a double.

“Our bats came alive today and in 
our previous games we weren’t do-
ing too hot with our bats,” Gerrard 
said. “Our fielding was good. I think 
with everyone putting in the work 

on the field helped so we could be 
out here (Friday).”

With such a big lead, Cincinnatus 
head coach Mikayla Gates got the 
chance to use three different pitch-
ers and move girls around to dif-
ferent positions. Brenchley tossed 
the first two innings, allowing an 
unearned run on three hits with five 
strikeouts. Billings followed her up 
with three strikeouts in two frames, 
allowing two unearned runs on three 
hits and three walks. Gerrard got the 
final three outs, all by strikeout.

Stover thinks getting everyone in 
the game and mixing up the posi-
tions will end up helping the Lions 
in the long run, as they now have 
the option to use multiple different 
arms on the mound.

“It’s going to help us a lot,” 
Stover said. “It’s a big confidence 
booster for everybody on our team 
getting the opportunity to play and 
the opportunity to get reps in.”

Cincinnatus, now 2-1, will next 
play at 4:30 p.m. Monday at home 
against Brookfield.

GIRLS LACROSSE
WESTHILL 21, CORTLAND 3
Valerosa Gambitta scored all 

three of Cortland’s goals and added 
a ground ball and draw control. Cor-
tland was down 13-2 at halftime.

Liz Slavick made three saves for 
the Purple Tigers and scooped up a 

ground ball. Gabby Brown picked 
up two ground balls, Aubree Larkin 
controlled two draws and Emma 
Marks controlled a draw.

SOUTHERN HILLS 14, 
WAYNE 8

Maddie Simmons scored five 
goals, nabbed four ground balls, 
controlled three draws and forced a 
turnover as Southern Hills snapped 
a two-game losing skid.

Aliyah Mattox followed Sim-
mons up with two goals and two as-
sists, Maddy Lund, Gabby Flatt and 
Gracie Burns all scored twice and 
Kameryn Meaney notched a goal 
and an assist.

Kiera Reed stopped six shots 
for the Storm and picked up three 
ground balls. Flatt controlled nine 
draws, got three ground balls and 
caused a turnover, Meaney got 
five ground balls, Burns had four 
ground balls, four draw controls and 
a forced turnover, Lund added two 
ground balls and two forced turn-
overs, Mackenzie Loughlin pitched 
in two ground balls and a draw 
control, Mattox had a draw control 
and a forced turnover, Amie Shute 
controlled a draw and Charlotte 
Hourigan and Gabbie Brown each 
caused a turnover.

BOYS TENNIS
HOMER 3, MARCELLUS 2
Brayden Clark won his first sin-

gles match Thursday 2-6, 6-4, 7-6 
(8-6), Cooper Layaw won his third 

High School Softball

See SCHOOLS, page 11
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NHL

Mets stop Royals’ 7-game 
win streak with 6-1 victory 

Major League Baseball

National Basketball Association

Knicks top Nets 111-107, get home-court advantage in 1st round

Rangers fans cheer 
on rookie Rempe
for his fists, size 

By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer

On his very first shift in the 
NHL, Matt Rempe dropped the 
gloves and fought veteran Matt 
Martin. Since then, he has tak-
en photos with adoring fans at 
a Cheesecake Factory and has 
had his name printed on custom 
T-shirts and chanted at Madison 
Square Garden, whether he is in 
the game or not.

Rempemania is in full bloom 
for the New York Rangers and 
their 6-foot-8, 241-pound rook-
ie, who has become something 
of a hero. This is almost solely 
due to his five fights in his first 
two months on the job, includ-
ing the central role in an unusual 
5-on-5 line brawl and a four-
game suspension for a hit to the 
head. He is just 21.

Rempe’s popularity under-
scores the NHL’s complicat-
ed relationship with fighting. 
Tough guys and fighting both 
have faded in the league amid 
concerns about safety and an 
increased emphasis on skillful 
play, but it is clear fans — a lot 
of them — love the brawls just 
as much now as they did during 
the blood-and-broken teeth days 
of decades past.

Rempe, then, is something 
like a warm memory, at least for 
now. He will quickly need to fig-
ure out how to balance pugilism 
and physicality with playing 
well enough to stay on the ice 
for the Stanley Cup-contending 
Rangers this season — and be-
yond.

“What happened the first two, 
three, four weeks of his career 
up there is not long-term sus-
tainability,” said Dixon Ward, 
who coached Rempe as a teen-
ager in Okanagan, British Co-
lumbia, and a veteran of 599 
NHL games. “You’ve got to es-
tablish yourself and then you’ve 
got to pick your spots, but you 
have also have to show that you 
can play. And the only way you 
can show you can actually play 
is to stay in the game.”

Rempe has skated 84 minutes 
on the ice, spent 69 in the pen-
alty box or the locker room, and 
recorded one goal and one assist 
since the Rangers called him up 

in February. Still, his jersey was 
featured in the front window of 
the NHL Store in New York, 
and “We want Rempe! We want 
Rempe!” is a familiar refrain 
from Rangers fans if their team 
is losing or being pushed around.

In and out of the lineup down 
the stretch, Rempe — who 
didn’t fight much in the junior 
Western Hockey League known 
for toughness — wants to prove 
he can stick around for more 
than just fisticuffs.

“I want to show the coaching 
staff that I can be a really ef-
fective player in the playoffs,” 
he said as the regular season 
winds down. “I don’t want to be 
a guy who just fights. I want to 
be known as tough but I want 
to be known as a guy who’s a 
very effective bottom-six for-
ward who can skate, be a really 
good checker, can be physical, 
be good defensively.”

The current NHL game has no 
place for one-dimensional fight-
ers like the days of yesteryear, 
a product of the salary cap and 
rule changes that have minimal-
ized the instances of bareknuck-
le boxing on skates. Rempe is 
a welcome throwback for those 
who contend fighting allows 
players to police the game them-
selves and keep intentional inju-
ries to a minimum.

“With this story about Rempe, 
it’s kind of bringing it back a 
little bit,” said Philadelphia’s 
Nicolas Deslauriers, who fought 
Rempe in February and leads the 
league with 11 fights this season. 
“It’s good for us. We try to keep 
this involved in the league. We 
all know it’s going away. But 
I think it’s strongly needed. I 
think it just settles people at the 
same time.”

Commissioner Gary Bettman 
said he ran into Rempe at Madi-
son Square Garden after punch-
es from Deslauriers gave the 
2020 sixth-round pick a couple 
of shiners. Bettman said Rempe 
seems like a nice young man.

“For whatever reason, either 
his size or reputation or the fact 
that people just want to chal-
lenge him, I think this is his in-
troduction to the league,” Bett-
man said. 

AP Photo/Mary Altaffer
Devils defenseman Kurtis MacDermid, right, fights Rangers 
center Matt Rempe, left, April 3, at Madison Square Garden 
in New York.

AP Photo/Noah K. Murray
Mets pitcher Luis Severino throws against the Royals during the first inning, Friday, in 
New York. 

By BRIAN MAHONEY
AP Basketball Writer

NEW YORK — Jalen Brunson 
had 30 points and 11 assists after a 
slow start, OG Anunoby scored all 
of his 15 points in the third quarter 
and the New York Knicks beat the 
Brooklyn Nets 111-107 on Friday 
night, clinching home-court advan-
tage in the first round of the Eastern 
Conference playoffs.

Josh Hart added 16 points and 
Mitchell Robinson also had 15 for 
the Knicks, who guaranteed them-
selves a top-four finish in the East 
and remained in the hunt for the No. 
2 seed. They entered play a game 
behind Milwaukee for second in 
the East. The Bucks were playing at 
Oklahoma City later Friday without 
Giannis Antetokounmpo and Dami-
an Lillard.

The Knicks won their fourth 
straight overall and completed a 
season sweep of the Nets that tied 
the all-time series between the local 

rivals at 107 wins apiece. Brooklyn 
had won nine straight, never losing 
with Kevin Durant and Kyrie Irving 
in uniform, but New York has won 
all six meetings since both were 
traded in the middle of last season.

Anunoby helped turn around a 
game the Nets led by 17 in the first 
half. Besides shooting 6 for 7 in the 
period, he helped hold Cam Thomas 
scoreless after the Brooklyn guard 
scored 22 in the first half.

The Knicks improved to 19-3 
when Anunoby plays. They host 
Chicago on Sunday in their final 
game of the regular season.

Thomas finished with 41 points. 
Trenton Watford added 17 points 
and 13 rebounds for the Nets, who 
had won six of nine.

The Knicks were sluggish to start 
a night after winning at NBA-lead-
ing Boston. They fell behind 11-0 
and missed 12 of their first 14 shots, 
and the Nets raced to a 30-14 lead.

New York then rang up 70 points 

over the next two quarters.
Brunson finally got on the board 

with 4:16 left in the half, and quickly 
had nine before the 3-minute mark. 
The Knicks trimmed it to 63-54 at 
the half, then came out with a 9-0 
run that tied it for the first time on 
Anunoby’s steal and dunk.

New York outscored Brooklyn 30-
13 in the third and went up by 11 in 
the fourth before the Nets got it close 
again. Words were exchanged be-
tween Anunoby and Thomas in the 
final seconds after Thomas knocked 
Brunson while committing a foul. 
Both players were given technical 
fouls.

The Nets played without start-
ers and key rotation players such as 
Dennis Schroder, Dorian Finney-
Smith, Cam Johnson and Dennis 
Smith Jr. Watford got his first start of 
the season and Jacob Gilyard made 
just his third appearance with the 
Nets after signing a two-way con-
tract last month.

NEW YORK (AP) — Pete 
Alonso homered and Luis Sev-
erino earned his first win for 
New York, who snapped Kan-
sas City’s seven-game winning 
streak in a 6-1 win.

Brett Baty hit a two-run dou-
ble and the Mets scored all five 
of their runs off starter Michael 
Wacha with two outs. New 
York reached double digits in 
hits for the fourth consecutive 
game and has won six of eight 
following an 0-5 start.

Coming off a 7-0 homestand 
that marked the longest win-
ning streak in the majors this 
season, the surprising Royals 
(9-5) were looking for their 
first eight-game winning streak 
since a nine-game run in July 
2017.

BREWERS 11, ORIOLES 1
Freddy Peralta struck out 11 

in six outstanding innings, and 
the Milwaukee Brewers hit 
three home runs in an 11-1 rout 
of the Baltimore Orioles that 
included a bench-clearing inci-
dent in the sixth inning Friday 
night.

RAYS 2, GIANTS 1
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. 

(AP) — Jacob Waguespack and 
five relievers combined on a 
six-hitter and Tampa Bay beat 
San Francisco.

PIRATES 5, PHILLIES 2
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 

Bailey Falter allowed one run 
over five innings to beat his 
former team, leading Pittsburgh 
over Philadelphia as Phillies 
star Bryce Harper broke out of 
an 0-for-18 slide with two hits.

David Bednar pitched a per-
fect ninth for his second save in 
five chances, and Henry Davis 
doubled, singled and drove in 
two runs. Bryan Reynolds and 
Connor Joe also had RBIs for 
the Pirates, who took advantage 
of some sloppy play by Phila-
delphia.

ANGELS 7, RED SOX 0
BOSTON (AP) — Reid Det-

mers allowed three hits over 6 
1/3 innings with seven strike-
outs and Taylor Ward matched a 

season high with three RBIs to 
lead Los Angeles over Boston.

BRAVES 8, MARLINS 1
MIAMI ( AP) — Max Fried 

pitched six solid innings and 
Marcell Ozuna homered to lead 
Atlanta to a win over Miami in 
their series opener.

ROCKIES 12, BLUE JAYS 4
TORONTO (AP) — Ryan 

Feltner pitched five innings for 
his first win of the season and 
Colorado had 20 hits in a rout 
of Toronto.

REDS 11, WHITE SOX 1
CHICAGO (AP) — Elly De 

La Cruz hit a three-run drive for 
his fourth homer in his last four 
games, helping Andrew Abbott 
and Cincinnati beat Chicago.

Tyler Stephenson also hom-
ered for Cincinnati, which had 

dropped three of four. Christian 
Encarnacion-Strand and San-
tiago Espinal each had two hits 
and three RBIs, and Jonathan 
India walked four times from 
the leadoff spot.

Abbott (1-1) pitched seven 
innings of one-run ball in Cin-
cinnati’s longest start so far this 
season. The left-hander struck 
out three and walked none.

TIGERS 8, TWINS 2
DETROIT (AP) — Mark 

Canha hit a solo homer in the 
first inning, Tarik Skubal pitched 
five scoreless innings and De-
troit went on to beat Minnesota.

Canha, Spencer Torkelson 
and Matt Vierling each had 
two hits and two RBIs, helping 
Detroit pull away with six runs 
from the fourth to the the sixth 
inning.

Skubal (2-0) gave up just 

two hits and two walks while 
striking out five. Alex Faedo, 
Andrew Chafin and Will Vest 
followed in relief.

MARINERS 4, CUBS 2
SEATTLE (AP) — Bryce 

Miller allowed one unearned 
run in 6 1/3 innings, Julio Ro-
dríguez had a key two-out, two-
run single and the Seattle Mari-
ners beat the Chicago Cubs 
4-2. Miller allowed just three 
hits and quieted Chicago’s bats 
that entered the night averaging 
more than six runs per game. 

RANGERS 12, ASTROS 8
HOUSTON (AP) — Jonah 

Heim homered and drove in 
four runs, and the Texas Rang-
ers beat Houston 12-8 to drop 
the Astros seven games under 
.500 for the first time in eight 
years. 

By STEFANIE DAZIO 
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A fed-
eral judge on Friday ordered 
the former longtime interpreter 
for Los Angeles Dodgers star 
Shohei Ohtani to undergo gam-
bling addiction treatment in a 
sports betting case stemming 
from allegations he stole $16 
million from the Japanese base-
ball player’s bank account to 
pay off debts.

Ippei Mizuhara exploited 
his personal and professional 
relationship with Ohtani to 
plunder millions from the two-

way player’s account for years, 
prosecutors said, at times im-
personating Ohtani to bankers.

“I’m very grateful 
for the Department 
of Justice’s investiga-
tion,” Ohtani told the 
Los Angeles Times on 
Friday. “For me per-
sonally, this marks a 
break from this, and 
I’d like to focus on 
baseball.”

Ohtani spoke from 
the field at Dodger 
Stadium ahead of the 
team’s game against the San 

Diego Padres.
United States Magistrate 

Judge Maria A. Audero also 
ordered Mizuhara to 
be released on an un-
secured $25,000 bond, 
colloquially known as 
a signature bond. That 
means that Mizuhara 
does not have to put 
up any cash or collat-
eral to be released. If 
he violates the condi-
tions of his bond, then 
he will be on the hook 

for $25,000.
Mizuhara only spoke on 

Friday to answer the judge’s 
questions, saying “yes” when 
Audero asked if he understood 
several parts of the case and his 
bond conditions.

Wearing a dark suit and a 
white collared shirt, he entered 
the courtroom with his ankles 
shackled, but was not hand-
cuffed. The judge approved his 
attorney’s request to remove 
the shackles. Mizuhara turned 
himself in Friday ahead of his 
initial court appearance. He is 
charged with one count of bank 
fraud and faces up to 30 years 
in prison if convicted.

Mizuhara

Judge orders ex-interpreter for Ohtani 
to get gambling addiction treatment

AP Photo/Mary Altaffer
Knicks guard Jalen Brunson, right, is defended by Nets forward Trendon Wat-
ford, left, and forward Jalen Wilson, center, Friday, at Madison Square Garden in 
New York.
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Ky. hires BYU’s Mark Pope to replace John Calipari

AP Photo/Matt Slocum
Scottie Scheffler hits his tee shot on the seventh hole during the second round at the Mas-
ters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Friday, in Augusta, Georgia.

The Masters turns into a menace. Scheffler, 
DeChambeau and Homa hold on to share the lead

Clark, Reese headline highly anticipated WNBA draft

AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall
Iowa guard Caitlin Clark, center, sits with coach Lisa Bluder, left, and guard Kate Mar-
tin, right, as she finds out her number will be retired, Wednesday, in Iowa City, Iowa.

Chiefs’ Rice surrenders on assault 
charge following high-speed crash

AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File
BYU head coach Mark Pope talks to his players during a 
game against UCF March 13, in Kansas City, Missouri.
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GLENN HEIGHTS, Texas 
(AP) — Kansas City Chiefs 
wide receiver Rashee Rice sur-
rendered to police Thursday on 
charges including aggravated 
assault after he and another 
driver of a speeding sports car 
allegedly caused a crash involv-
ing a half-dozen vehicles on a 
Dallas highway last month.

A spokeswoman for Rice’s 
attorney confirmed to The As-
sociated Press that Rice turned 
himself in at the Glenn Heights 
Police Department. Rice is be-
ing represented by Texas state 
Sen. Royce West.

Rice was booked into the Re-

gional Jail in DeSoto, and West 
said he was released on bond 
Thursday night.

In an emailed statement, West 
emphasized what he called 
Rice’s “continued cooperation 
with law enforcement.”

“Mr. Rice acknowledges his 
actions and feels deeply for 
those injured as a result of this 
accident,” the lawyer said.

Rice said last week on Ins-
tagram that he was taking “full 
responsibility” for his part in the 
wreck.

On Wednesday, Dallas police 
said arrest warrants had been is-
sued for Rice, 23, for one count 

of aggravated assault, one count 
of collision involving serious 
bodily injury and six counts of 
collision involving injury.

West said previously that 
Rice was driving a Lamborghini 
sport utility vehicle when the 
crash happened March 30.

Theodore Knox, 21, was driv-
ing the other speeding sports 
car, a Corvette, police said, 
and arrest warrants were issued 
for Knox on the same range of 
counts as for Rice. Dallas police 
said Thursday night that Knox 
was not currently in custody.

Southern Methodist Univer-
sity said earlier in the day that, 

after learning of the arrest war-
rant, Knox had been suspended 
from its football team. Knox’s 
attorney, Deandra Grant, said 
her client was cooperating with 
law enforcement.

Police have alleged that Rice 
and Knox were speeding in the 
far left lane when they lost con-
trol, and the Lamborghini trav-
eled onto the shoulder and hit 
the center median wall, caus-
ing a chain collision. Rice and 
Knox allegedly left following 
the crash without determining 
whether anyone needed medical 
attention or providing their in-
formation, according to police. 

By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer

NEW YORK — Caitlin Clark, 
Angel Reese, Cameron Brink and 
others make this one of the most 
anticipated WNBA drafts in recent 
years. There are several impact 
players up for grabs, but their tal-
ent is nearly eclipsed by their pop-
ularity among basketball fans.

“Caitlin is kind of in a world of 
her own, but I don’t know that we 
have seen this kind of excitement 
across the board,” ESPN analyst 
Rebecca Lobo said. “You know, 
Angel Reese has a massive fol-
lowing. Cameron Brink has a large 
following of people, whether it’s 
following them on social media 
or following them throughout the 
course of their college career.

“We have women coming into 
the draft this year, who people are 
very much aware of and eager to 
see how their game is going to 

translate at this level.”
Clark has helped bring millions 

of new fans to the game with her 
signature logo shots and dazzling 
passing ability. The Iowa star was 
a big reason why a record 18.9 mil-
lion viewers tuned in to the NCAA 
championship game where South 
Carolina beat the Hawkeyes.

The NCAA Division I all-time 
scoring leader will go first to the 
Indiana Fever on Monday night 
when the draft takes place at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music in 
front of 1,000 fans.

“This is the first time we’re go-
ing to have fans at the draft, so I 
think that’s going to be special,” 
ESPN analyst Andraya Carter said. 
“For people watching at home to 
see and hear a crowd and fans and 
people there, I think it’ll be really 
exciting.”

While Clark is a lock to go first, 
Brink, Tennessee’s Rickea Jackson 

and South Carolina’s Kamilla Car-
doso have all been in the discus-
sion to be taken at No. 2 by Los 
Angeles. The Sparks also own the 
No. 4 pick with Chicago choosing 
third.

“They are foundational. They’re 
an incredible opportunity for our 
organization,” Sparks GM Raegan 
Pebley said. “We definitely want to 
see two players that not only have 
the skill set to make an impact ear-
ly, but also a long runway ahead 
of them, opportunities to develop, 
opportunities to, not only be excel-
lent in what they do, but how they 
impact the other pieces around 
them as we continue to build this 
team.”

Dallas is fifth and Washington 
sixth. Minnesota, Chicago, Dallas, 
Connecticut, New York and Atlan-
ta close out the first round. In all, 
there are three rounds and 36 picks 
in total.

By GARY B. GRAVES 
AP Sports Writer

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Ini-
tially off the radar among Ken-
tucky’s coaching targets, Mark 
Pope is now entrusted with 
maintaining the program’s gold 
standard.

Makes sense, since he helped 
do so as a player.

Kentucky hired the BYU 
coach to guide its mens basket-
ball program, bringing home a 
captain of the Wildcats’ 1996 
national championship team to 
succeed John Calipari.

The school announced the 
51-year-old Pope’s hiring in a 
release Friday morning but did 
not mention any contract de-
tails. He will be introduced at a 
Sunday afternoon news confer-
ence at Rupp Arena.

Pope replaces Calipari, a Hall 

of Famer who took Kentucky to 
its eighth NCAA title in 2012 
among four Final Four appear-
ances in 15 years. Kentucky 
hasn’t returned there since 
going 38-1 in 2015. Calipari 
stepped down on Tuesday and 
was introduced as Arkansas 
coach the next day.

Pope was 110-52 in five sea-
sons with the Cougars and went 
23-11 in their first season in 
the Big 12 Conference. BYU is 
also coming off a second NCAA 
Tournament appearance in four 
years under Pope.

He was 77-56 before that 
in four seasons at Utah Valley 
and guided the Wolverines to 
consecutive runner-up finishes 
in the Western Athletic Confer-
ence his final two years. They 
reached the CBI quarterfinals 
both times.

Kentucky athletic director 
Mitch Barnhart cited Pope’s im-
pressive 187-108 career record 
as a head coach and keen knowl-
edge of the program’s meaning 
to the state. The AD also praised 
Pope’s “dynamic” up-tempo 
offense and tough defense and 
called him an innovator.

“He is a strong recruiter with 
international ties and a person 
of integrity,” Barnhart said. “He 
fully embraces our high expec-
tations and standards and I know 
that as our fans get reacquainted 
with Mark, they will be eager to 
join him on what promises to be 
an exciting ride.”

Pope said he understands the 
expectations of taking over col-
lege basketball’s winningest 
program and the high expecta-
tions that come with it.

“It’s the definition of blue-

blood program where hang-
ing a banner is the expectation 
ever year,” Pope said. “Equally 
as important, UK changed my 
life forever as a human being. 
The love and passion I have for 
this program, this University 
and the people of the Common-
wealth goes to the depth of my 
soul.”

Pope’s hiring is highly sur-
prising considering the higher-
profile coaches mentioned as 
Kentucky’s top candidates. But 
Baylor’s Scott Drew and UCo-
nn’s Dan Hurley, both of whom 
have led schools to NCAA titles, 
turned down offers on Thursday. 
Chicago Bulls coach Billy Don-
ovan, a Kentucky assistant on 
that championship team before 
guiding Florida to consecutive 
NCAA titles, restated his com-
mitment to the NBA club.

By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Max 
Homa played the most beauti-
fully boring round of golf amid 
raging wind and endless calam-
ity Friday in the Masters, giv-
ing him a share of the lead with 
Scottie Scheffler and Bryson 
DeChambeau going into a 
weekend for the survivors.

Homa made 15 pars — they 
all felt so much better than that 
— for a 1-under 71.

Scheffler finally made his first 
bogey of the Masters and then a 
few more, but he was rock solid 
down the stretch for a 72, his 
highest score of the year. De-
Chambeau played the 13th hole 
from the 14th fairway — at one 
point hoisting a wooden direc-
tional sign over his shoulder as 
he plotted his move — and fin-
ished with a 73.

For some 12 hours, the wind 
roared through the pines, scat-
tered magnolia leaves across 
pristine Augusta National, and 
blew sand out of the white bun-
kers and into the faces of the 

players as they tried to handle a 
beast of a course.

“Mostly what I was trying to 
do out there was make a bunch 
of pars and stay in the golf tour-
nament,” Scheffler said, a testa-

ment to just how difficult it was.
The 60 players who made the 

cut at 6-over 150 are expect-
ed to get a slight reprieve, 
though still plenty of wind. 
And that weekend will in-

clude Tiger Woods.
Woods set a Masters re-

cord by making the cut for the 
24th consecutive time. He had 
to play 23 holes — five in the 
morning to finish the weather-

delayed first round, and then a 
second round in which he kept 
the ball in play and posted an 
even-par 72.

He was only seven shots be-
hind and still very much in the 
tournament.

“I’m here. I have a chance 
to win the golf tournament,” 
Woods said. “I got my two 
rounds in.”

That’s really what it was all 
about — finishing, surviving.

“That was about as happy as 
you could be to be off of a golf 
course,” Homa said. “That was 
so hard. We got the sand shower 
to end our day. So it was kind of 
the golf course saying, ‘Get the 
hell out of here.’”

The average score was 75.09. 
Only eight players broke par, 
the same number of players 
who shot 80 or higher. Ludvig 
Aberg had the low round at 69.

“I’ve never experienced 
anything like this before,” De-
Chambeau said. “But what a 
great test.”

Homa heard some of the loud-
est cheers, even if they weren’t 

for him. He spent two days with 
Woods, and caught the full ex-
perience of largest galleries, all 
of them rising to their feet when 
Woods approached tee boxes, 
or the 15th green that he man-
aged to reach in two.

“The memories will just be 
a lot of the Tiger stuff,” Homa 
said. “I hope to build my own 
come this weekend, but I for-
tunately think I’ve done a good 
enough job of playing it one 
shot at a time that I can’t really 
remember a ton of the round 
at the moment. I played really 
well, and I tried to play as bor-
ing as possible.

“I think just the view of this 
beautiful golf course with the 
sea of fans, it will be seared in 
my brain for a while.”

The leaders were at 6-under 
138, two shots clear of Masters 
newcomer Nicolai Hojgaard of 
Denmark, who shot a 73. Two-
time major champion Collin 
Morikawa, one of only two for-
tunate souls to break par each 
of the first two rounds, had a 70 
and was three behind.

singles match 6-0, 6-2 and the 
duo of Nicolas Barbieri and Lu-
cas Barbieri won second doubles 
by a score of 2-6, 6-4, 7-5. Drew 
Cotterill lost 0-6, 0-6 in second 
singles and Max Totman and Ca-
leb Hanson lost their first singles 
match 0-6, 2-6.

UPCOMING SCHEDULE
BASEBALL

LaFayette at Tully, 2 p.m. today
Union Springs at Marathon, 4:30 p.m. Monday

McGraw at Madison, 4:30 p.m. Monday
Tioga at Groton, 4:30 p.m. Monday
Lansing at Dryden, 5 p.m. Monday

Onondaga at Tully, 4:30 p.m. Monday
DeRuyter at Stockbridge Valley, 4:30 p.m. Monday
Moravia at Southern Cayuga, 4:30 p.m. Monday

Westhill at Cortland, 5:30 p.m. Tuesday 
at Gutchess Lumber Sports Complex

Homer at Chittenango, 5 p.m. Tuesday

SOFTBALL
Skaneateles at Homer, 4:30 p.m. Monday 

at Gutchess Lumber Sports Complex
Union Springs at Marathon, 4:30 p.m. Monday

McGraw at Madison, 4:30 p.m. Monday
Tioga at Groton, 4:30 p.m. Monday at Ross Field

Brookfield at Cincinnatus, 4:30 p.m. Monday
Lansing at Dryden, 5 p.m. Monday

Onondaga/LaFayette at Tully, 4:30 p.m. Monday
Moravia at Southern Cayuga, 4:30 p.m. Monday

Homer at Chittenango, 5 p.m. Tuesday 
at Chittenango American Legion Field

Tully at Onondaga/LaFayette, 4:30 p.m. Tuesday
Southern Cayuga at Moravia, 4:30 p.m. Tuesday

BOYS LACROSSE
Johnson City at Tully/F-P, 11 a.m. today
Watkins Glen at Dryden, 6 p.m. Monday

Cortland at LaFayette/Onondaga, 6 p.m. Tuesday 
at Onondaga Jr./Sr. High School

Skaneateles at Homer, 7 p.m. Tuesday
Oswego at Tully/F-P, 6 p.m. Tuesday

GIRLS LACROSSE
Homer at Cortland, 6:30 p.m. Monday

Southern Hills at Cortland, 5:30 p.m. Tuesday
Homer at Skaneateles, 7 p.m. Tuesday

TRACK & FIELD
Groton, Moravia at Marathon, 5 p.m. Monday
Cincinnatus at Onondaga, 4:30 p.m. Monday
Dryden at Trumansburg, 4:30 p.m. Monday

BOYS GOLF
Marathon at Groton, 3:30 p.m. Monday 

at Stonehedges Golf Course
Waverly at Dryden, 3:30 p.m. Monday 

at Elm Tree Golf Course
Whitney Point at Moravia, 3:30 p.m. Monday 

at Fillmore Glen Golf Course
Marathon at Southern Cayuga, 3:30 p.m. Tuesday 

at Wells College Golf Course
Whitney Point at Dryden, 3:15 p.m. Tuesday 

at Elm Tree Golf Course
Lansing at Moravia, 3:30 p.m. Tuesday 

at Fillmore Glen Golf Course

GIRLS GOLF
Lansing at Marathon, 3:30 p.m. Monday 

at Maple Hill Golf Course
Odessa-Montour at Moravia, 3:30 p.m. Tuesday 

at Fillmore Glen Golf Course

BOYS TENNIS
Cortland at Chittenango, 5 p.m. Monday

Homer at CBA, 4:30 p.m. Monday
Lansing at Moravia, 4:30 p.m. Monday

GIRLS TENNIS
Lansing at Moravia, 4:30 p.m. Monday

SCHOOLS
continued from page 9
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By LAUREN SCHWAHN
NerdWallet

As parents, we want the best for our 
children: health, happiness — and hardy 
credit. Having a strong credit profile can 
determine whether your kid gets ap-
proved for a loan or how much they’ll 
pay for car insurance when they’re 
grown. But establishing credit for some-
one with no credit history is challenging.

A common workaround is for parents 
to add their children as authorized us-
ers on their credit card accounts. Credit 
checks aren’t required, and the user can 
quickly piggyback on the primary card-
holder’s credit history. But this arrange-
ment isn’t always the right move. Here’s 
what to know about the potential limita-
tions of adding your kid as an authorized 
user and alternative ways they can build 
credit.

THEY MIGHT BE TOO YOUNG 
TO REAP THE BENEFITS

If you’re hoping to boost your child’s 
credit before they even learn to tell time, 
you could face roadblocks. For one, your 
kid may not qualify for authorized user 
status. While some card issuers don’t 
have age restrictions, others require a 
minimum age of 13 or older.

Even if you can add your child, the 
issuer may not report their account de-
tails to the credit bureaus. Some issuers 
allow kids as young as 13 to become 
authorized users but only report credit 
information for those age 18 and older. 
It’s wise to ask your credit card com-
pany how authorized user arrangements 
work.

MISUSE CAN LEAD  
TO DAMAGED CREDIT

Being an authorized user doesn’t 
guarantee improved credit. “Same as 
the primary account holder, it can affect 
your credit positively or negatively, de-

pending on how the card is used,” says 
Bruce McClary, senior vice president of 
membership and communications at the 
National Foundation for Credit Coun-
seling.

If you have a record of on-time pay-
ments and don’t use too much available 
credit, that can generate or help your 
kid’s credit score. But your credit and 
your child’s can suffer if either person 
uses the account unfavorably.

Ultimately, it’s up to the parent to 
keep the account in good standing.

“When you add someone as an autho-

rized user, that’s what they are. They’re 
authorized to use the card but they are 
not legally bound to pay the bill. You 
are legally bound to pay the bill,” says 
Julie Beckham, an accredited financial 
counselor and financial educator in the 
Boston area.

You don’t need to give your kid the 
credit card. As long as the primary card-
holder keeps their account open and 
active, the authorized user’s credit will 
share the effects. If you give your child 
the card, set some ground rules. Talk 
about when it’s OK to use the card, how 

much they’re allowed to spend and who 
will make the payments. Some credit 
card companies let you place spending 
limits for authorized users.

Removing your kid as an authorized 
user can undo damage to their credit if 
the arrangement goes wrong.

AUTHORIZED USER STATUS 
MIGHT NOT BE ENOUGH

Some lenders don’t take authorized 
user accounts into consideration when 
reviewing credit applications or give 
them much weight. “If you’re a lender 

and you’re looking at someone and 
you see the designation that they’re an 
authorized user rather than the primary 
account holder, it’s just telling you that 
this person did not have to go through a 
credit approval process to have access to 
that account,” McClary says.

Having an account in their own name 
puts your kid in a stronger position be-
cause it shows they’re equipped to man-
age payments. You can guide them to-
ward opportunities in adulthood.

“There are credit-builder loans that 
are available. There are starter credit 
cards for young adult consumers, where 
the threshold for approval is a little bit 
lower. You can also look at options for 
secured credit cards that require no cred-
it check, but they require a good faith 
deposit in order to open the account,” 
McClary says.

Co-signing your kid’s car or student 
loan can also help build their credit as 
they make on-time payments, but as 
with authorized user relationships, make 
sure you understand the risks.

EXPLORE OTHER WAYS TO GET 
YOUR CHILD CREDIT-READY
The best way to set your child up for 

success is to talk to them about money, 
Beckham says.

You could look over your credit re-
ports together or explain how many 
hours you need to work to pay for things 
like dinners or fun outings.

Encouraging good routines, like do-
ing chores and turning in homework on 
time, is also important. “They’re trans-
ferable habits that can help them in their 
life financially as they build credit,” 
Beckham says.

Give your child opportunities to prac-
tice managing money before they gradu-
ate to credit. Beckham suggests letting 
kids test the waters with a checking or 
savings account. 

By LINDA MELTZER
Wealth of Geeks

According to a recent McKin-
sey report, by 2030, women in 
the United States are projected 
to control as much as $30 tril-
lion in household financial as-
sets, up from $10.9 trillion 
currently. Women live, on aver-
age, five years longer than men 
and are set to become the most 
significant beneficiaries of the 
wealth transfer over the next 
few years.

Women must tackle their 
long-term financial goals and 
financial planning early, irre-
spective of their relationship 
status. As women become heads 
of their households and accu-
mulate significant wealth from 
boomers, they must pump up 
their financial know-how and 
confidence.

Most older married women 
have yet to participate in long-
term financial planning for re-
tirement and investments. That 
responsibility was tradition-
ally assumed by bread-winning 
spouses.

This generation of women 
took responsibility for short-
term financial goals, managing 
the household budget, track-
ing spending, and paying bills. 
They often lack clarification 
about retirement readiness. If 
their relationship changes, for 
whatever reason, they need to 
know how to examine and plan 
for longer-term goals.

Financial experts advise all 

women to participate more in 
making their own long-term fi-
nancial goals and financial plan-
ning early in their lives, regard-
less of relationship status.

LOOKING
TO THE FUTURE

A recent Equitable study 
found that 46% of women felt 
knowledgeable about financial 
matters, bolstered by their con-
fidence regarding day-to-day 
finances (59%) and budgeting 
(50%). However, they are less 
confident than men concerning 
long-term planning, specifically 
retirement planning (29%) and 
investing (20%).

Women seek greater finan-
cial engagement regarding sig-
nificant life changes, such as 
becoming parents, changing 
incomes, divorce, widowhood, 
and retirement.

MARRIED WOMEN 
AND THEIR PARTNERS
The study asserted that cou-

pled women — those who are 
married or partnered — feel 
more confident in reaching their 
financial goals than those who 
are single or uncoupled. Wom-
en in relationships often rely on 
partners’ retirement planning, 
more so if they have not worked 
in recent years. However, their 
financial decision-making be-
comes more purposeful, requir-
ing more immediate attention to 
their sole needs if they become 
uncoupled as single, divorced, 

or widowed.
“With uncoupled women, in-

cluding divorcees and widows, 
I see more anxiety because they 
are relying on themselves for 
retirement and any other goals; 
they also tend to feel less con-
fident about their financial 
picture than their male coun-
terparts. They tend to be more 
interested in safety nets, such 
as overweight cash allocations, 
long-term care insurance, and 
annuities to mitigate risk,” says 
Jennifer Kirby, a fiduciary Char-
tered SRI Counselor (CIMA) 
and a Certified Investment Man-
agement Analyst (CSRIC) from 
Talisman Wealth Advisors.

SINGLE WOMEN 
BY CHOICE

Women who are single by 
choice have a much higher im-
petus to become financially in-
volved.

“Single women tend to tackle 
their financial issues over time. 
They rely on themselves from 
the start, talking to friends and 
colleagues about work, com-
pensation, and benefits. As they 
approach retirement, they be-
come increasingly concerned 
about being retirement-ready. 
This is when they seek profes-
sional advice from a qualified 
financial planner,” says Mari-
anne M. Nolte, CFP of Imagine 
Financial Services.

YOUNGER WOMEN  
AND PLANNING

Married women might possi-
bly sacrifice too much authority 
when planning retirement with 
spouses. 

“With older couples, I still 
see men taking the lead on all 
major decisions around plan-
ning, even if they confer with 
their spouses. I find it rare 
with anyone over 60 where the 
woman is leading the discus-
sion,” says Kirby.

She adds, “With younger 
couples, it does feel more egal-
itarian, with each partner more 
involved. Women increase their 
interest in planning when I see 
them out earning their spouses 

more than in prior generations, 
which correlates to increased 
involvement. This cohort has a 
much bigger appetite for plan-
ning, less so for investments in 
individual securities.”

Kirby points out, “… single 
women — particularly non-
Boomer women — are more 
eager to plan than married 
women.”

WHAT IFS?
Nolte adds, “It makes sense 

that single women often es-
tablish a financial planning 
relationship with a qualified 
financial advisor when relying 
on themselves, and married 
women should do the same. 
However, this realization tends 
to happen later in life with mar-
ried women.

“As they approach retire-
ment age or once their husband 
passes away, they realize they 
don’t know much about the 
family finances. It is frighten-
ing to women when they lose 
their spouse and realize they 
don’t know their financial mat-
ters and have what-ifs to tack-
le: is their money to last their 
lifetime, how does the spouse’s 
death impact taxes, social se-
curity, and finding estate docu-
ments?”

“For those women who are 
younger and married, as they 
mature, they become more cu-
rious about the ‘what if,’ such 
as ‘what if my husband dies or 
we run out of money?’”

By ADRIANA  
COPACEANU

Wealth of Geeks 
Food prices across the board 

are predicted to increase by 
1.3%, according to the lat-
est consumer pricing analysis 
from the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA). 
Restaurant dining will see the 
largest increase — an average 
of 4.7% and may go as high 
as 6.2%. As food costs rise in 
2024, even more pennies are 
squeezed from our monthly 
budgets. More and more Amer-
icans are turning to their own 
backyards to offset the cost of 
eating. Planting a garden can 
save you hundreds of dollars, 
and for some families, that adds 
up to thousands of dollars in 
savings annually.

NEW 
GARDENER SUCCESS
A recent study from Axiom 

showed that 69.7% of people 
polled said they would plant 

more and expand their gardens. 
70.8% of novice gardeners 

felt their garden activities in 
2023 were successful. As a re-
sult, they plan to increase their 
efforts for 2024. How much 
money can growing your own 
food save families?

GROWING SAVINGS
According to Garden Pals, 

growing at least some food can 
save approximately $600 annu-
ally. 

The average garden starts 
with just $70, giving the aver-
age person $530 in net savings. 
Not bad for a humble patch of 
dirt. While many people might 
feel intimidated by produce 
propagation, there are plenty of 
guides for growing vegetables, 
fruits, and more.

Katy Willis, a writer for 
Wealth of Geeks, says, “I save 
around 70% on my fresh pro-
duce from my food garden, but 
that includes chicken and quail 
eggs, and some foraging. I also 

barter some excess and pre-
served produce for fresh game 
meat. I started on a smaller 
scale around 18 years ago, and 
it’s slowly grown. I like know-
ing the food I’m feeding my 
family is natural and healthy, 
and being so self-reliant saves 
me money and gives me food 
security.”

Anna Chesley of Salt In My 
Coffee shares, “Growing up, 
my mother grew an impres-
sive percentage of the veg-
etables that fed our family in 
a 40 feet by 40 feet backyard 
garden. So when I started my 
homestead and had kids of 
my own, it was only natural 
for me to garden, too. Most 
years, I save more than $1,500 
on our yearly grocery bill by 
growing most of our fresh 
summer vegetables and filling 
my shelves for winter with jars 
of home-canned tomato sauce, 
green beans, beets, and more. 
It’s hard work, but we eat well, 
and it’s very rewarding.”

SMALL BEGINNINGS
Gardening doesn’t have to 

take up a whole backyard to 
help support your food supply; 
new gardeners can start their 
modest harvest in a pot or small 
plot of dirt.

The report found that the 
average American vegetable 
garden is 600 square feet. How-
ever, most people start with a 
much smaller plot. 

According to Garden Pals, the 
average garden is just 96 square 
feet. The average 600-square-
foot garden will produce about 
$600 of produce per year. De-
spite these savings, only 35% 
of U.S. households grow veg-
etables, fruits, and other food.

Builder reports that about 
70% of Americans live in hous-
es, while approximately 17% 
live in condos or apartments. 
Even those living in apartments 
can grow something as simple 
as tomatoes in a pot on a bal-
cony. Tomatoes top the list of 
vegetables to grow. 

AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File
Several Visa and Master credit cards are shown in Buffalo Grove, Illinois, Feb. 8. 

Adding a child as authorized user may not help their credit

	 Wealth of Geeks
A recent Equitable study found that women are less confident than men concerning long-
term planning, specifically when it comes to retirement planning and investing.

Experts advise women to be proactive about financial plans

As food costs rise, Americans look to their yards to save money

	 Wealth of Geeks
As food prices are predicted to increase this year, more Ameri-
cans are turning to their gardens — growing their own food — to 
save money.
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By JULIA FRANKEL
Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Under 
heavy U.S. pressure, Israel has 
promised to ramp up aid to 
Gaza dramatically, saying last 
week it would open another 
cargo crossing and surge more 
trucks than ever before into the 
besieged enclave.

But days later, there are few 
signs of those promises mate-
rializing and international of-
ficials say starvation is wide-
spread in hard-hit northern 
Gaza. Samantha Power, ad-
ministrator of the U.S. Agency 
for International Development, 
said this week she accepted 
“credible” reports that famine 
is now occurring in the area 
and urged Israel to take further 
steps to expedite humanitarian 
aid shipments.

Power’s remarks echoed 
those of U.S. President Joe 
Biden, who said on Wednesday 
that Israeli efforts to increase 
aid were “not enough.”

While Israel says it has dra-
matically increased the num-
ber of aid trucks entering the 

territory, U.N. workers report 
only a slight uptick — possibly 
because they count trucks dif-
ferently. Here’s what we know 
about the aid entering Gaza, 
and why discrepancies in re-
porting persist:

HOW MUCH AID 
IS ENTERING GAZA?

Israel says that since Sunday 
it has transported an average of 
400 trucks a day into Gaza and 
that aid is now piling up on the 
Palestinian side of the Kerem 

Shalom crossing, one of two 
major crossings into the terri-
tory.

But Juliette Touma, commu-
nications director for the U.N. 
agency for Palestinian refugees, 
known as UNRWA, said that 
while aid workers have noticed 
a slight increase in the amount 
of aid entering Gaza, it’s noth-
ing close to the surge Israel is 
claiming. On Monday, UNRWA 
says 223 trucks of aid passed. 
On Tuesday, that number hit 
246. On Wednesday, it was 
down to 141. 

WHAT HAS ISRAEL 
PROMISED?

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu pledged to im-
mediately re-open Israel’s Erez 
crossing into northern Gaza. 
Netanyahu also said he would 
allow Israel’s port in Ashdod to 
process aid shipments and in-
crease Jordanian aid packages 
through another land crossing.

But Israeli officials this week 
dropped the plan to open Erez. 
Instead, they say a new crossing 
will be built. 

By DÁNICA COTO
Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — A 
photographer slain in a drive-by 
shooting. An 80-year-old patient 
executed in a hospital surgery 
room. A couple decapitated as 
they closed their small store for 
the day.

A new report released by a 
Haitian human rights group 
details the horrific violence un-
leashed this year by gangs who 
kill, rape and maim with impu-
nity amid a political vacuum.

“This year it’s much worse, 
and it’s all about the gangs. They 
have much more power, and 
they occupy more space,” Pierre 
Espérance, executive director of 
the National Human Rights De-
fense Network, said Thursday.

The group seeks to hold those 
responsible accountable, and it 
relies on people on the ground 
to collect victims’ names, ages 
and occupations to ensure they 
don’t remain anonymous amid 
a surge in slayings. The killings 
are difficult to track and are not 
reported by an underfunded and 
under resourced police depart-
ment overwhelmed by gangs.

Overall, more than 1,550 peo-
ple have been killed across Haiti 
and more than 820 injured from 
January to March 22, according 
to the U.N.

The report released Wednes-
day by the rights group found 
that among those killed were 
seven people aboard a sailboat 
traveling west of Port-au-Prince 
that was providing public trans-
portation; nine bus passengers 
traveling on the main road that 
connects Port-au-Prince to the 

central Artibonite region; and a 
sergeant at the headquarters of 
Haiti’s Armed Forces who was 
struck in the head by a stray bul-
let.

Other victims include a 
7-year-old boy; a woman who 
was director of a girls’ school; 
a 28-year-old basketball player; 
the chief accountant for the Sec-
retariat of State Literacy; and 
a 26-year-old sports reporter 
struck by a stray bullet while at 
home.

The report also detailed wide-
spread armed attacks on mul-
tiple neighborhoods in which 
at least 67 people were killed as 
gangs set fire to homes, forcing 
survivors to flee. Some 17,000 
people have been left homeless 
as a result, with many cramming 
into overcrowded, makeshift 
shelters.

Some of those fleeing sought 
refuge on the premises of the 
Social Welfare and Research 
Institute in early March, but po-
lice pushed back the crowd in a 
scuffle that ended with the death 
of a 14-year-old boy, the report 
found.

Gang rapes also are common 
during attacks on neighbor-
hoods, with at least 64 reported 
rape survivors from January to 
March. The number, however, 
is believed to be much higher 
given the stigma around sexual 
assaults.

Among those injured was a 
woman whose jaw was crushed 
by a stray bullet, the report 
found.

As gang violence continues 
unabated, medical workers have 
struggled to help the wounded 

and ill. Haiti’s biggest public 
hospital remains closed, along 
with at least a dozen other 
smaller hospitals and clinics. 
Meanwhile, basic supplies like 
fuel, oxygen and medications, 
including pain killers, are scarce 
given that Haiti’s main seaport 
remains largely shut down and 
its main international airport 
closed for more than a month.

“Consequently, patients must 
pay for everything,” the report 
stated.

In one hospital, pregnant 
women must provide a docu-
ment proving they bought fuel in 
order to receive care, according 
to the report.

“The situation described in 
this document, aggravated by 
the violation of the right to the 

free circulation of goods and 
services, risks leading to an un-
precedented humanitarian crisis 
if no measures are adopted im-
mediately,” the report said.

Many of the killings took 
place after gangs launched large-
scale attacks on Feb. 29, burn-
ing police stations, opening fire 
on the main airport and storm-
ing Haiti’s two biggest prisons, 

releasing more than 4,000 in-
mates. They also plundered sev-
eral consulates and set fire to the 
home of Haiti’s National Police 
chief, the report found.

The attacks were meant to 
prevent the return of Prime Min-
ister Ariel Henry to Haiti. He 
was in Kenya at the time to push 
for a U.N.-backed deployment 
of a police force from the East 
African country and he now re-
mains locked out of Haiti.

Henry has pledged to resign 
once a transitional council re-
sponsible for appointing a new 
prime minister and Cabinet is 
created. 

But the National Human 
Rights Defense Network said it 
was concerned about the coun-
cil since some of the members 
come from sectors that “do not 
inspire confidence, due to their 
past or present behavior.”

“It is the duty of the popula-
tion to remain vigilant and mon-
itor all the decisions and actions 
of the council in order to prevent 
the state’s coffers from being 
plundered and acts of corruption 
from being perpetrated,” the re-
port stated.

The report also detailed at 
least 48 kidnappings for ransom. 
Among the victims: a judge, a 
priest, a mayor, a well-known 
doctor, a street vendor, six nuns 
and nearly a dozen bus passen-
gers.

Espérance, with the human 
rights group, blamed what he 
called complicity between gangs 
and police and the country’s elite 
for the current situation, noting 
that Haiti’s national police are 
overwhelmed.

By STEPHEN GROVES
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
addressed U.S. lawmakers at 
the Capitol on Thursday, urging 
them to consider the importance 
of global commitments at a time 
of tension in the Asia-Pacific 
and deep skepticism in Con-
gress about U.S. involvement 
abroad.

Kishida is in Washington this 
week visiting President Joe 
Biden as the White House com-
pletes hosting each leader of the 
Quad — an informal partner-
ship between the U.S. Japan, 
Australia and India that is seen 
as important to countering Chi-
na’s growing military strength 
in the region. 

Kishida highlighted the val-
ue of the U.S. commitment to 
global security and offered reas-
surances that Japan is a strong 
partner.

On Capitol Hill, his audi-
ence included many Republi-
cans who have pushed for the 
U.S. to take a less active role in 
global affairs as they follow the 
“America First” ethos of Donald 
Trump, the presumptive Repub-
lican presidential nominee. The 
Republican-controlled House 
has sat for months on a $95 bil-
lion package that would send 
wartime funding to Ukraine and 
Israel, as well as aid to allies in 
the Indo-Pacific like Taiwan and 
humanitarian help to civilians in 
Gaza and Ukraine.

“As we meet here today, I 
detect an undercurrent of self-

doubt among some Americans 
about what your role in the 
world should be,” Kishida told 
Congress.

He sought to remind lawmak-
ers of the leading role the U.S. 
has played globally since World 
War II. After dropping two nu-
clear weapons on Japan to end 
the war, the U.S. helped rebuild 
Japan, and the nations trans-
formed from bitter enemies to 
close allies.

“When necessary, it made 
noble sacrifices to fulfill its 
commitment to a better world,” 
Kishida said of the U.S.

Japan has taken a strong role 
in supporting Ukraine’s de-
fense against Moscow as well 
as helping humanitarian aid get 
to Gaza. 

It is also seen as a key U.S. 
partner in a fraught region 
where China is asserting its 
strength and North Korea is de-
veloping a nuclear program.

Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer said in a floor 
speech Thursday, “The best 
way the House can heed Prime 
Minister Kishida’s words is to 
pass the national security sup-
plemental as soon as possible, 
to approve defense funding not 
just for Ukraine but also for the 
Indo-Pacific.”

Senate Republican Leader 
Mitch McConnell also said 
earlier this week that he hoped 
Kishida’s visit would under-
score “that we’re in a world-
wide situation here against the 
enemies of democracy — led by 
China, Russia and Iran.”

By ANIRUDDHA GHOSAL
Associated Press

HANOI, Vietnam — A Viet-
namese real estate tycoon was 
sentenced to death Thursday in 
the country’s biggest ever fi-
nancial fraud case, a shocking 
development in an intensify-
ing anti-corruption drive in the 
southeast Asian nation.

Truong My Lan, a high-pro-
file businesswoman who chaired 
a sprawling company that devel-
oped luxury apartments, hotels, 
offices and shopping malls, was 
arrested in 2022. The 67-year-
old was formally charged with 
fraud amounting to $12.5 billion 
— nearly 3% of the country’s 
2022 GDP. Death sentences 
are not uncommon in Vietnam, 
but it is rare in financial crime 
cases and for someone this well 
known. Here is a look at the key 
details of the case:

WHO IS LAN?
Lan was born in 1956 and 

started out helping sell cosmet-
ics with her mother, a Chinese 
businesswoman, in Ho Chi 
Minh city’s oldest market, ac-

cording to state media outlet 
Tien Phong.

She and her family established 
the Van Thinh Phat company in 
1992, when Vietnam shed its 
state-run economy in favor of 
a more market-oriented 
one that was open to 
foreigners. Over the 
years VTP grew to be-
come one of Vietnam’s 
richest real estate firms.

Today the company 
is linked to some of 
Ho Chi Minh’s most 
valuable downtown 
properties including 
the glittering 39-story 
Times Square Saigon, the five-
star Windsor Plaza Hotel, the 
37-story Capital Place office 
building and the five-star Sher-
wood Residence hotel where 
Lan lived until her arrest. Lan 
met her husband, Hong Kong 
investor Eric Chu Nap-kee, in 
1992. They have two daughters.

WHAT IS SHE ACCUSED OF?
Lan was involved in the 2011 

merger of the beleaguered Sai-
gon Joint Commercial Bank, or 

SCB, with two other lenders in 
a plan coordinated by Vietnam’s 
central bank.

She is accused of using the 
bank as her cash cow, illegally 
controlling it between 2012 to 

2022, and using thou-
sands of “ghost com-
panies” in Vietnam and 
abroad to give loans to 
herself and her allies, 
according to govern-
ment documents. The 
loans resulted in losses 
of $27 billion, state 
media VN Express re-
ported Thursday.

She was accused of 
paying bribes to government of-
ficials — including a former cen-
tral official who has been sen-
tenced to life in prison for taking 
$5.2 million in bribes — and 
violating banking regulations, 
government documents said.

The court sentenced her to 
death, saying her actions “not 
only violate the property man-
agement rights of individu-
als but also pushed SCB into a 
state of special control, eroding 
people’s trust in the leadership 

of the (Communist) party and 
state.”

WHY IS 
THIS HAPPENING NOW?
Lan’s arrest in October 2022 is 

among the most high-profile in 
an ongoing anti-corruption drive 
in Vietnam that has ramped up 
since 2022.

Weeks after her trial started in 
early March, former President 
Vo Van Thuong resigned after 
being implicated in the so-called 
“Blazing Furnace” campaign 
that has been the hallmark of 
Communist Party General Sec-
retary Nguyen Phu Trong, the 
country’s most powerful politi-
cian.

While Lan’s arrest and the 
scale of the scam shocked the 
nation, the case also raised ques-
tions about whether other banks 
or businesses had similarly 
erred, dampening Vietnam’s 
economic outlook and making 
foreign investors jittery.

This is happening as Vietnam 
tries to argue its case for being 
the ideal home for business-
es trying to move away from 
neighboring China.

AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph
People take cover from gunfire during clashes between police and gangs in the Champs de 
Mars area next to the National Palace in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Monday.

A journalist. An army sergeant. An 80-year-old patient. 
Haitian human rights group details toll of gang violence

Japan’s PM Kishida 
addresses Congress 
over US role abroad

Lan

Real estate tycoon sentenced to death  
in Vietnam’s largest ever fraud case

More aid is supposed to be entering the 
Gaza Strip — so why isn’t it helping?

AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg, File
Trucks carrying humanitarian aid for the Gaza Strip pass 
through the inspection area at the Kerem Shalom Crossing 
in southern Israel, March 14.

AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin
Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida addresses a joint 
meeting of Congress in the House chamber, Thursday, at the 
Capitol in Washington, as Vice President Kamala Harris and 
Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., look on.
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Sudoku

Cryptoquote

Astrological Forecast

Word of the Day

By Magi Helena
Sunday, April 14, 2024

ARIES (March 21-April 
19): If single, searching for love 
may change the way you see the 
world. Take time away from the 
search to discover new pals or 
reconnect with existing friends. 
Changing your focus should 
make a change in your energy. 
  TAURUS (April 20-May 
20): Manifesting your best 
life involves more than sim-
ply wishing and visualization. 
Work with the Universe by 
taking concrete action in the 
world to move your desires 
forward toward actualization. 
  GEMINI (May 21-June 
20): Challenging times may 
cause people to get creative 
with credit when finances 
are tight. However, an in-
creased debt load comes with 
higher payments. Shift your 
focus to reducing debt for 
future financial stability. 
  CANCER (June 21-July 
22): It’s helpful to have an 
abundance of information. 
Your knowledge could pre-
pare you for unexpected cir-
cumstances and allow you 
to help others. Become well-
versed to confidently handle 
whatever situation may arise. 
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Don’t leave your budget up 
to chance; take inventory of 
any unknowns related to your 
finances. Shift your attention 
to your current situation and 
work with the facts you have 
to create a grounded plan. 
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22): Release your desire to 
fit in while getting clear on 
your interests. Embrace the 
journey of self-discovery 
and allow your authentic self 
to magnetize people and op-
portunities to you. What is 
meant for you, will find you. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
A lack of leadership could 
lead to imbalance; everyone 
could be focused on their own 
projects without any thoughts 
about the big picture. You 
might have the ability to steer 
everyone towards cohesion. 

  SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21): It’s natural for your pri-
orities and interests to change 
as you evolve. Change means 
growth and new possibili-
ties. Decide on your focus 
and start working to make 
your new dream happen. 
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21): Make good lifestyle 
choices daily to improve your 
health. Maintain your focus; 
remember life is a marathon, 
not a sprint. Don’t lose sight 
of your goals during moments 
of boredom or frustration. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19): Certain things in 
life might lead to confusing 
and unexpected interactions. 
People could react in similar 
or different ways. You can’t as-
sume someone will be a perfect 
fit because they could thrive 
in a different environment. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): Unusual schedules and 
distractions may have dis-
tanced you from your tribe. 
Prioritize nurturing these 
relationships, become the 
friend your friends deserve. 
Simply showing up can be a 
great way to show you care. 
  PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20): Not everyone is will-
ing to take responsibility, but 
some may be eager to share 
their thoughts. Have the cour-
age to stand up for what you 
believe in, even when others 
may not be able to do the same. 
  IF APRIL 14 IS YOUR 
BIRTHDAY: Enthusiasm and 
heightened energy may work 
its magic whenever you are in 
a competitive situation or in a 
leadership position during the 
upcoming week. Enjoy en-
hanced prestige in May, when 
your sincerity and trustworthi-
ness could make you the center 
of attention. Late May has the 
possibility of being a great time 
to explore a new opportunity or 
melt the heart of someone new. 
Your creativity may get a boost 
in June, but too many social ac-
tivities could be distracting. 

BABY BLUES

BEETLE BAILEY

DUSTIN

GARFIELD

HI AND LOIS

MUTTS

TIGER

ZITS

ANIMAL CRACKERS HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

               aegis (EE-jus)		
Definition: (noun) Aegis is a formal word that refers to the power 
to protect, control, or support something or someone. It is often 
used in the phrase under the aegis of. 
Example: The issue will be decided under the aegis of 
an international organization.				  
                                      — Courtesy Merriam-Webster Online                               



110 Main St., Cortland, NY 13045
(607) 756-5665

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TODAY! Print Dates:   Tuesday through Saturday 
Ad Deadline: 11:00 AM Day Prior to Ad 
              Start Date

Office Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Email: classified@cortlandstandard.com •  Online Anytime: www.cortlandstandard.com

Contract Bridge
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• FREE HEAT
• Rent Includes Cable & Internet,
Hot Water & Trash Removal

• 24 Hr. Emergency Maintenance

Belmont Ridge
59 State Street, Tully
(315) 696-6560

Call for Availability & Pricing

Luxury Modern
Apartments

Conveniently Located In Tully!C

www.dlhproperties.net

Village Terrace & Country Town Homes
1 Holiday Drive, Cortland • (607) 753-9865

• NEWLY REMODELED APARTMENTS
• FREE HEAT AND HOT WATER
• LUXURY FINISHES & PET FRIENDLY
• APARTMENTS ARE GOING FAST

  
   �    �    �    �    �

PREPAYMENT
*Required for all the

following ads before
they will appear in 

classified:    
 � POSITIONS WANTED

 � FREE ANIMALS
� BABY-SITTING

� MOVING SALES
� TELEPHONE TOLL -

CALLS
� WANTED TO RENT
� HOUSE CLEANING
� NO TELEPHONE -

LISTING
� SUBLETTING
� APARTMENT-

SHARING

   �    �    �    �    �

Rates Starting at $49
J.D. Junk and Clean out 

& Handyman Service
SAME DAY SERVICE

 7 DAYS A WEEK, 
WINTER CLEAN OUTS

WE CLEAN OUT 
BASEMENTS, ATTICS, 
CELLARS, GARAGES, 

YARDS, TREE SERVICE 
& ESTATES

WE TAKE DOWN 
GARAGES, FENCES, 

POOLS, SHEDS & MORE!
J.D. JUNK AND CLEAN 

OUT SERVICE
A HOUSEHOLD NAME 

YOU CAN TRUST
ANY PLACE YOU LIVE 

WE GO!
Mastercard and Visa

607-242-8076

Rentals

GABLE INN
14 PORT WATSON ST.
Clean, Restful. 756-5453

OFFICE SPACE
Call 756-5672

�

End Rolls
- Making Banners
- Special Projects
- Great for Packing
- Covering Tables
- And so Much More!

$1 Per Pound
+ Tax

�

NEWSPRINT
SCRATCH PADS

Various Sizes

70 cents per pound
+ tax

Great For...

-Kids to Draw/Doodle on
-Writing Notes

-Shopping Lists and
much more!!!

If interested,
 Stop into the 

Cortland Standard
110 Main St., Cortland.

   �     �     �     �     �

PRINTED 
NEWS-PRINT

BUNDLES
(Strapped)

$2.50/Bundle + Tax

Ideal For Bedding
For Animals

Call The
Cortland Standard

For Availability
756-5665

    �     �     �     �     �

BARN SALE
31 Squires St. Cortland

Fri & Sat 9 – 2
Queen bed, Stand, 

Dressers, Glassware, 
Kitchenware, Workbench, 
Jewelry, DVDs and a lot 

more treasures.

OLD: Crocks, Jugs, 
Advertising signs, Tins, 

Trays, Paintings, Decoys, 
Iron Door Stops, Canes, 

Carvings, Pens.
Greg  836-9988

MUNSONS AUTO 
SALES  

Find A Complete List of 
Our Vehicles at: 

munsonsautosales.com
607-838-3022

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  SERVICES

RENTAL SECTION

ROOMS WITHOUT
BOARD

COMMERCIAL/

STORAGE

 MERCHANDISE

 MERCHANDISE

GARAGE SALES

WANTED TO BUY

 AUTOMOBILES

Local News

Delivered
right to your

mailbox!

Call 756-5665 SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
Call 607-756-5665 ext. 4

Print Subscriber?
Don’t miss out on local news while 

you’re away! Call us today at 

  (607) 756-5665
  to update your email 
 information and log in 
  for free digital access to
cortlandstandard.com 

If it’s happening in 
YYOOUURR ccoommmmuunniittyy

it’s in the
CortlandStandard.
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NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Heavy rains 
pounding different parts of Kenya have 
led to the deaths of at least 13 people and 
displaced some 15,000 people, the United 
Nations said, as forecasters warn that more 
rains can be expected until June.

The U.N Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs, citing the Kenya 
Red Cross Society, said Thursday that 
nearly 20,000 people were affected, includ-
ing an estimated 15,000 people displaced 
by heavy rains and flash floods across the 
country since the start of the wet season in 
mid-March.

The East African country has seen thou-
sands of people killed by flooding in pre-
vious rainy seasons, mostly in the lake re-
gions and downstream of major rivers.

The Kenya Red Cross Society told The 
Associated Press that five major roads 
were cut off by floods, including Garissa 
Road in northern Kenya where a bus car-
rying 51 passengers was swept away on 
Tuesday. All passengers were rescued.

Kenya’s disaster management agency is-
sued a flood warning to residents of Lamu, 
Tana River and Garissa counties that are 
downstream of Tana River after flooding 
breached dams upstream. Residents have 
been urged to move to higher grounds.

So far, nine out of 47 counties in the 
country have reported flooding incidents.

Mudslides have been reported in the cen-

tral regions. On Tuesday four people were 
killed in Narok County, in the western part 
of the country.

The Kenya Red Cross Society’s sec-
retary general, Ahmed Idris, told Citizen 
TV that “lifesaving assistance” including 
shelter and clean drinking water was being 

offered to those displaced and are living 
in camps to avert outbreaks of waterborne 
diseases.

The rainy season is expected to reach its 
peak towards the end of April and subside 
in June, according to the meteorology de-
partment.

AP Photo
Passengers of a bus that was swept away by floodwaters are rescued by boat, 
near Garissa, northern Kenya, Tuesday. 

At least a dozen killed and an estimated 
15,000 displaced by f looding in Kenya

ATLANTA (AP) — Power-
ful storms rumbled over parts of 
the U.S. Southeast on Thursday, 
prompting a few tornado warn-
ings, causing flash flooding, and 
delaying the start of one of the 
world’s biggest sporting events, 
in Georgia.

The storm system, which has 
already been blamed for at least 
one death in Mississippi, de-
molished buildings and flooded 
streets in the New Orleans area 
Wednesday. It continued to 
spawn flash flood and tornado 
warnings in Florida, Georgia 
and South Carolina on Thurs-
day.

More than 100,000 customers 
lacked power Thursday after-
noon nationwide. That included 
more than 60,000 in Louisiana, 
which was hit hard by storms 
Wednesday, according to Pow-
erOutage.us.

Parts of Ohio, Kentucky and 
West Virginia were near the 
bull’s-eye for a new area of con-
cern Thursday. Those areas, saw 
damaging winds and large hail.

The entire state of Ohio was 
under a flood watch Thursday 
afternoon. The ground there 
was already saturated with more 
heavy rainfall on the way, said 
James Gibson, a meteorologist 
at the National Weather Service 
in Ohio.

Public school students in at 
least a dozen counties in West 

Virginia were sent home early 
Thursday due to the arriving 
storms. Southern West Virginia 
was hit by 10 tornadoes April 2. 
It was a record for one day in the 
state, which gets two tornadoes 
in an average year.

In Augusta, Georgia, the start 
of the Masters golf tournament 
was delayed, tournament of-
ficials announced. Forecasters 
predicted wind gusts as high as 
45 mph.

“Those wind speeds could 
easily knock down branches 
here and there,” said Brad Carl-
berg, a National Weather Ser-
vice forecaster. “Just be aware 
of the weather and gusts, espe-
cially if you are near trees, be-
cause a branch could fall down 
at any time.”

Torrential rains early Thurs-
day made roads impassable in 
Valdosta, Georgia, an emergen-
cy manager reported. In Talla-
hassee, Florida, storms toppled 
trees and caused significant 
street flooding, the weather ser-
vice said.

Emergency responders Thurs-
day afternoon were assessing 
damage near St. Augustine, 
Florida, where the National 
Weather Service confirmed 
a tornado touched down ear-
lier that day. Photos shared by 
St. Johns County Fire Rescue 
showed fences ripped apart, 
but no deaths or serious inju-

ries were reported. Fire Rescue 
Chief Sean McGee said one per-
son went to a local hospital with 
storm-related injuries, but they 
were not transported by rescue 
workers.

Meteorologist Ben Nelson 
said National Weather Service 

teams were surveying the area 
to determine the cyclone’s in-
tensity.

Storm damage has been re-
ported from Texas to the Florida 
Panhandle.

A tornado struck Slidell, 
about 30 miles northeast of 

New Orleans, on Wednesday. It 
ripped roofs off buildings and 
partially collapsed others in and 
around the city of about 28,000. 
Authorities said first responders 
had to rescue people trapped in 
one apartment building.

Slidell Mayor Greg Cromer 

estimated at a news conference 
Wednesday night that about 
75 homes and businesses were 
damaged. St. Tammany Parish 
President Mike Cooper estimat-
ed that hundreds more homes 
were damaged outside the city.

Police video showed tree 
limbs littering the streets and 
flooded yards that resembled 
swamps. Outside a McDonald’s 
restaurant, a car was on its side, 
power poles leaned, and large 
pieces of the trademark golden 
arches were strewn about.

“I’ve never talked to God so 
much before in my life,” Robin 
Marquez said after huddling 
with co-workers in a two-story 
building where the roof was 
ripped away and walls caved in.

There were no reports of 
deaths in Slidell. 

The weather service posted 
on social media Wednesday that 
initial surveys indicate the area 
was hit by an EF-1 tornado, with 
winds from 86 mph to 110 mph.

Close to 8 inches of rain fell in 
parts of New Orleans. It came as 
the system of pipes and pumps 
that drains the city dealt with 
problems with its power gener-
ating system.

“During intense rain, the 
mission sometimes shifts from 
keeping the streets dry to drain-
ing them as quickly as possible,” 
the New Orleans Sewerage and 
Water Board said in a statement.

Severe weather batters US Southeast and Ohio Valley 

Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP
Michael Bray, right, of Slidell, Louisiana, looks at the pine tree that fell onto his car parked in 
front of his home on Thursday, the day after a tornado swept through the area. 
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LEGALS

CORTLAND COUNTY
BID NOTICE

Bids will be received by the 
undersigned for  

Groundwork Preparation for New 
Track  

On NYSW Railway Northern Division 
Cortland County, New York  

 
 
A SIGNED Bid Form must be delivered 
to said office via USPS, Overnight 
Service, or in-person delivery to The 
New York, Susquehanna and Western 
Railway Corporation, 1 Railroad 
Avenue, Cooperstown, New York 13326 
no later than May 3, 2024 at 4:00 pm. 
Bids may be received by US Mail, UPS 
or FedEx, or delivered in person. 
 
There will be a mandatory pre-bid 
meeting on April 10, 2024 at 10:00 am 
at Little York Road, Town of Homer, NY 
at 42.695419, -76.154674. The closest 
address is 1813 Little York Crossing 
Road, Homer, NY 13087 (K&H Motor 
Sports) 
 
This project is partially funded by the 
New York State Department of 
Transportation. Contract DR38937, 
Project Identification #3935.80.301. To 
bid on this project your company must 
have a valid and current business 
license issued by the State of New 
York. You will be required to provide a 
Performance and Payment Bond in an 
amount equal to the value of the 
contract.  
 
To be eligible, Bidders must provide a 
copy of their FRA 219 Drug & Alcohol 
Testing Plan along with the acceptance 
of their plan by the Federal Railroad 
Administration with their bid form. 
 
To be eligible, Bidders must provide 
proof of proper CFR 49 Part 243 
training and qualifications. Training 
must include NORAC Electronic Device 
Rules. Bidder must provide a list of all 
employees certified for NYSW records. 
This will be required for all field 
employees working on NYSW tracks.  
 
To be eligible, Bidders must provide 
proof of registration with New York 
State Equitable Business Opportunities 
(EBO) System. The contractor must 
have experience with either meeting 
Minority and Women’s Business 
Enterprises Goals or acquiring a good 
faith exemption. This project is subject 
to the following goals: Minority Business 
Enterprise 8%, Women’s Business 
Enterprise 15%.  
 
Estimated notice to proceed is June 15, 
2024. All Bidders shall submit their Bid 
based on completing the work by July 
26, 2024. Submittal of a Bid is 
acknowledgment that the Bidder 
understands that the Bid is to complete 
all Work on time, including all 
construction, clean-up and 
demobilization, no later than July 26, 
2024. 
 
Within five (5) business days of 
notification of preliminary acceptance, 
the Bidder shall submit a Construction 
Schedule showing the dates the various 
work tasks will begin and be completed.  
The schedule shall show all applicable 
major work items, submittals, critical 
path items, and milestones. Final award 
of the contract is subject to NYSW’s 
acceptance of the Construction 
Schedule. 
 
The right is reserved by The New York, 
Susquehanna and Western Railway 
Corporation to waive any informality 
and reject any or all bids.
 
Send questions to mboyer@nysw.com.  

CORTLAND COUNTY
LEGAL NOTICE

The PARKER STREET CEMETERY 
ANNUAL Lot Owners MEETING will be 
held on Wednesday, April 17th, 2024 at 
6pm, in the Old Town Hall, 16 Brink 
Street, Marathon NY 13803.

TOWN OF SOLON
NOTICE OF MEETING

Notice is hereby given that Solon's April 
Town Board Meeting has been 
rescheduled for Tuesday, April 16th, 
7pm at Solon Town Hall. 

TOWN OF PREBLE
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF RESOLUTION 
INITIATING PERMISSIVE 

REFERENDUM  
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the 
Town Board  of the Town of Preble, 
County of Cortland, New York, at a 
regular meeting thereof held on the 8th 
day of April, 2024, duly adopted a 
resolution, an abstract of which is as 
follows: a resolution providing that 
subject to permissive referendum the 
Town of Preble is authorized to transfer 
a maximum of $185,000.00 from the 
Highway Equipment Reserve Account 
to be applied to the purchase of a 2024 
or newer ten (10) wheel truck chassis 
with a minimum 400 horse power diesel 
engine with automatic transmission.  
 
By Order of the Town Board of the 
Town of Preble, New York  
Dated:  April 10, 
2024                                              

TOWN OF HOMER
LEGAL NOTICE

 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING. 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
public hearing before the Zoning Board 
of Appeals of the Town of Homer will be 
held Wednesday, April 24, 2024, at 6:00 
PM at the Homer Town Hall Building, 31 
North Main Street, Homer, New York 
13077, to consider the following: 
 
1. In the matter of the application of 
David Edwards for property located at 
5524 US Route 11, Homer, NY 13077, 
Tax Map No. 57.00-01-14.000, for an 
area variance to construct a detached 
garage closer to the rear lot line than is 
permitted by section 705 of the Town of 
Homer Zoning.  
 
The above application can be viewed at 
the office of the Town Clerk, 31 North 
Main Street, Homer, New York 13077. 
Call (607) 749-4581 or visit in person 
during regular business hours. Persons 
wishing to appear at such hearing may 
do so in person, by Attorney, or other 
representative. Communications in 
writing in relation thereto may be filed 
ahead of time with the Board or at the 
public hearing.  
 
Daniel Gustafson, Chair 
Town of Homer ZBA 

TOWN OF WILLET
PUBLIC NOTICE

 
NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF 
RESOLUTION
SUBJECT TO PERMISSIVE 
REFERENDUM
 
 
NOTICE is hereby given that at a 
meeting held on the 14th day of March, 
2024, the Town Board of the Town of 
Willet duly adopted a resolution, an 
abstract of which follows, which 
resolution is subject to a permissive 
referendum pursuant to the Town Law 
of the State of New York.
 
ABSTRACT OF RESOLUTION
 
Resolution to authorize the purchase of 
a 2024 Caterpillar 938 3V Loader for 
the total purchase price of $206,042.00.
 The Town will be financing a portion of 
the purchase price of the loader by 
bonding in the amount of $150,000.00 
with an interest rate of 4.75% per 
annum payable over seven (7) years.  
This resolution is subject to permissive 
referendum.
 
Any individual desiring to initiate a 
permissive referendum relative to this 
resolution should refer to the Town Law 
of the State of New York or other 
applicable law for the proper procedure 
and/or requirements.
 
 By Order of the Town Board of the 
Town of Willet, New York
 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
Call 607-756-5665 ext. 4
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Auctioneers & Licensed Real Estate Brokers
     Whitney Point, N.Y. 13862

607-692-4540 / 1-800-MANASSE
www.manasseauctions.com

 
In Our 59th Year In Business Conducting All Types Of Auctions!

** AUCTION ANNOUNCEMENT ** HUGE AUCTION **
36th Annual Broome County Farm Bureau Absolute Consignment Auction

Broome County Fairgrounds – Whitney Point, NY
Saturday, May 4, 2024 @ 8:30AM

The Largest Absolute Consignment Auction on the East Coast.
Huge Auction of Tractors, Construction & Farm Equip., Livestock, 

Trucks & Trailers, Lawn & Garden, Etc., Etc.
Some Early Consignments Include: Group of 25 Antique Tractors from Alice Purse: JD 
60 Wheatland; JD GP On Steel; JD LA; JD M; JD G; JD B Unstyled; JD A & B; (2) JD MC 
Crawlers; Farmall W4; Farmall BN; Case VA; MH 44; MM -Z; Farmall F12; All Have Been 
Sitting & Will Need Tinkering; PLUS- Asst. Implements & Antique Items; Consignments 
Include: Tractors: 2021 JD 6195M; JD 4455, 4wd, Powershift, Cab; JD 2955, 4wd, Cab, 
Loader; JD 8450, 4wd w/ Duals; Kubota M8540, 4wd, Cab, Loader; Mahindra 6075PTS, 
4wd, Cab, Loader, Like New; Mahindra 3650P, 4wd, Cab, Loader; Ford 8N; Case 1175 
Fender; CaseIH C50 w/ Loader, Needs Eng. Work; Montana Compact w/ Loader; Compact 
Tractors: JD 3025E, 4wd, Loader; JD 3120 w/ Loader; JD 850; New Holland TC40, 4wd, 
Loader; Kubota BX1870; Ventrac 2500 w/ Cab; Ventrac 4200 w/ Cab; Backhoes: New 
Holland B110B, 4wd, Ext. Hoe; JD 310D Backhoe; Kubota L35, Low Hrs; Skid Steers & 
Compact Track Loaders: New Holland C238, Tracked, Cab w/ AC; New Holland L234 
w/ Full Cab w/ AC, Low Hrs; New Holland L328, Wheeled, 900 Hrs; Many New AGT Mini 
Tracked Skid Loaders; Midi & Mini Excavators: New Holland E60C w/ Hyd Thumb & 
Cab; Case CX26Bl w/ Hyd. Thumb; Many New 1-Ton Excavators, Gas, Many w/ Cabs; 
Construction Equipment: Cat D6C Dozer; JD 450G Dozer; Toyota 5000 lb LPG Forklift; 
Farm Equipment: NH 1432 Center Pivot Disc Mower; New Demo Samosz 10’ Rotary 
Rake; Almost New 24’ Steel Round Bale Wagon On Tandem Gear; (2) NH 258 Rakes; NH 
Double Rake Hitch; New 14’ Offset Disc; Meyer F470 Tub-Style Mixer Wagon, Real Nice; 
Kuhn/Knight Tub-Style Mixer Wagon, Exc. Cond; H&S Top Shot 5126 Tandem Manure 
Spreader; (2) Kuhn Knight 8118 Tandem Side Spreaders; JD 2800 6x Plow, All Redone; JD 
643 6-Row Corn Head; Progressive Wing Finish Mower; Uft Grain Buggy; Miller Pro Hay 
Buddy Merger; Tonutti 8-Wheel Rake; Vicon 4-Star Wing Tedder; Kuhn 815 Bale Grabber 
For SSL, Like New; Truck Tractors & Semi Trailers: 2016 IH Pro Star, Day Cab, 250k 
Mi.; 2001 Mac 36’ Frameless Alum Dump Trailer; Medium Duty Trucks: 2018 Ford 
F650, Ext. Cab, Rollback Truck w/ JerrDan 21’ Alum. Rollback Body; 2014 Ram 5500, 
4wd, Crew Cab, Dsl. w/ Eby Flatbed; 2012 Ford F550, 4wd, Crew Cab, Dsl. w/ Eby Flatbed; 
Equipment Trailers: 2021 BWise 30’ Gooseneck Trailer, 30’ Deck, 24k GVWR, Super 
Nice; Many New Cross Country Equip Trailers; (4) New, 40’ Storage Container w/(4) Side 
Doors ; (2) 10’ Storage Containers; Many New Soft Side Storage Buildings: 40’x80’, (2) 
30’x65’; (2) 20’x30’; (2) 20’x40’ – Over Container; (4) New Easy Kleen Pressure Washers; 
100 - New SSL Attachments Of All Types: New SSL Rotary Mowers; New Post Hole 
Augers; New Tree Sheers & Pullers; New Hyd. Snow Plows; Many Asst. New Buckets 
& Forks; New SSL Tires; Some Mtd. On Rims; Utility Vehicles & Golf Carts: Kubota 
RTV1140, 4 Seat, Dsl; JD 855D, Diesel, Camo; JD Gator 6x4; Pug Utility Vehicle w/ Hyd. 
Dump Box; (2) Club Car 4wd UTV w/ Dump Box; (250) Lawn & Garden Tractors & 
Zero – Turns: Over 20 Ferris Zero – Turns; (2) Kubota ZD Zero Turns; JD Zero –T urns; JD 
Lawn & Garden Tractors; (20) Pallets Of Asst. PA Bluestone; Beef Cattle, Cows, Cow – 
Calf Pairs, Feeders, Etc. – Selling @ 9AM;
NOW ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS!! Complete & Partial Outfits Of Equipment 
Wanted. Last Year’s Auction Consisted Of Over: 3,000 Lots, 3 Auctions @ Once, And Over 
2,500 Bidders. Plenty Of Time For Free Newspaper & Internet Advertising Coverage - 
Send Us Your List & Pictures - Newspaper Advertising Deadline: April 22, 2024; 
Consignments Accepted: Wed. 4/24-Fri. 4/26, 9AM-5PM; Sat. 4/27, 9AM-2PM; Mon. 
4/29-Wed. 5/1, 9AM-5PM; Thur. 5/2, 9AM-12Noon; Friday - Cattle Only Accepted. 
No Other Livestock Accepted – Fri. 5/3, 9AM-12Noon; No Consignments, Other Than 
Cattle, Accepted FRIDAY 5/5; Auctioneers Reserve The Right To Accept Or Deny 
Consignments; Many  Forklifts On Site for loading; ; Consignors Assured Of Prompt 
Settlement; Keep Watch Of Our Website For Updated List & Pictures, Terms & Conditions, 
Etc.!!;
Note: Consignments Welcomed If Pledged To Absolute Auction – Select - Quality Small 
Misc. Items Accepted (Items In Cattle Barns); NO Tires Accepted, Unless Brand New; 
LIVE INTERACTIVE ONLINE BIDDING;
3 Auctions Running All Day! Come And See What We Don’t Have Listed, Come 
Expecting Surprises – Something For Everyone! 
Registration: Begins @ 7:00AM.
Sale Order: 8:30AM (Ring 2): Wagon Of Quality Small Items; Followed By Quality Small 
Items - Approx. 150+ Lots – At The Franklin Building; 9:00AM: Cattle; 9:00AM (Ring 3): 
Lawn & Garden Over Ramp; Followed By Non-Running Lawn & Garden & Misc. Items 
In Infield, Then Misc. Items Behind Grandstands; Running All Day! 10:00AM (Ring 1): 
Starting Full Lines Of Equipment & Outfits; 11:30AM (Ring 1 & 2): Lg. Qty. Construction 
Equip., Tractors, Farm Equipment, Heavy Trucks, Etc.;
Terms: Payment In Full Day Of Auction In Cash, Good Check Or Major Credit Card/
Debit Card; 10% Administrative Fee On Each Item; An Additional 3% Buyers Pre-
mium Will Be Charged For Any Purchases Not Paid By Cash Or Check; Additional 
Buyers Premium Applies To Online Bidders; Nothing Removed Until Settled For;

LIVE INTERACTIVE ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE THROUGH 
WWW.PROXIBID.COM/MANASSE or Bidspotter.COM

Many GREAT Items Already Consigned – Visit Our Website For Updates!!!!
Always A Great Auction For Sellers & Buyers – Plan To Participate & Attend!!!
Everything Sells Absolute To The Highest Bidder. Something For Everyone!!; 

Co-Managed By: Broome County Farm Bureau
S. Whittaker – 607-692-3479 / G. Cornell - 607-849-6644 / S. Livingston – 607-849-6395

NOT ONLY AN AUCTION, BUT AN ANNUAL EVENT!!
WWW.MANASSEAUCTIONS.COM

Auctioneers & Real Estate Brokers
   Whitney Point, N.Y. 13862

607-692-4540 / 1-800-MANASSE
www.manasseauctions.com

 In Our 59th Year In Business Conducting All Types Of Auctions!

RETIREMENT / MOVING AUCTION FOR TOM BULLOCK
Quality Tractors, UTV, Farm Equipment, Shop Tools, Horse Items & Antiques Auction

7880 NYS Route 79, Whitney Point, NY
Saturday                      April 20, 2024         10:00 AM
Auction Held At The Farm @ 7880 NYS Route 79, Whitney Point, NY  13862. From Whit-
ney Point Take NYS RT 79 East 3 Miles To Place On Right;                                           

Quality Equipment, Tractors, Bale Wrapper, Discbine, Full Line Of Haying Eq., Lots Of Tools;
Including: Tractors & Farm Equipment, Kubota Mowers, JD UTV (Selling Ap-
prox 12Noon): JD 4430 Tractor w/ Cab, Quad Range, Real Nice; Kubota M8540 Trac-
tor w/ Cab, 2wd, Low Hrs.; JD 835M XUV Gator w/ Cab, Nice; Kubota BX 2670 4wd 
Compact Tractor w/ 60” Belly Mower, Canopy, 100 Hrs, Like New; Kubota GR 2110 
Garden Tractor, 54” Deck, Dsl, 30 Hrs., Hardly Used; NH H7320 Discbine w/ Impellers, 
Used 2 Seasons, Like New!; McHale 991 BC Bale Wrapper, Super Nice; NH 258 Rake; 
JD 336 Baler w/ Kicker, Nice; (4) Steel Kicker Wagons, 9’ x 18’ On Good Gears, Nice 
Wagons; Heavy Duty Steel 22’ Round Bale Wagon On Good Gear; JD 10” Rotary 
Mower, Pull Type, Good Condition; Brilliion 10’ Cultimulcher; 12’ Folding S-Tine – 
Finisher w/ Wings, 3pth; Heavy Duty 10” Land Roller; (6) Rubbermaid Stock Tanks; 
Lg. Qty. Asst. Rough Cut Lumber; Special – Cattle Chute: Preifert Squeeze Chute 
/ Headlock Chute, Used 1 Time, As New; Lots Of Quality Tools & Many Antique 
Tools: Coats 40-40 Tire Machine; NAPA Upright Air Compressor, 2-Stage, Heavy Duty; 
Lincoln 225 Welder; Lg. Rolling Gantry w/ Chain Fall; Dewalt Miter Saw On Stand; Jet 
12” Planer, Hardly Used; Grizzley Jointer; Grizzley Dust Collector; Delta Table Saw; 
20-Ton Shop Press; Set of Torches; Horse Items; Misc. Tools Of All Types, Fence Wire; 
Etc.; Etc.; Livestock Tools; Etc.; Lg. Qty. Asst. Rough Cut Lumber; Antiques & Nice 
Modern Furniture: Antique 3’x 3’ Butcher Block; (2) Fancy Curio / China Cabinets; 
Mahogany Enclosed Computer Desk, Was $5000 New; Asst. China & Carnival Glass 
Items; Antique Tools Of All Types; Live Interactive Online Bidding And Pre-Bidding 
Available Through www.proxibid.com/manasse  
Auctioneer’s Note: Excellent Group Of Tractors, Equipment Tools & Antiques Here To 
Sell. Tom Is An Excellent Caretaker And Takes Pride In His Equipment. This Will Be 
The 3rd Auction We Have Had For Tom Over The Years. He Has Decided To Retire And 
Scale Back, Therefore We Have These Nice Items To Sell - Plan To Attend, Something 
For Everyone!! Everything Here Is In Good Condition, And Ready To Go. Plan To 
Attend For Quality Items. 
Terms & Conditions: Payment In Full Day of Auction By Cash, Good Check Or 
Major Credit / Debit Card; 13% Buyers Premium For Credit / Debit Card Purchases, 3% 
Discounted Buyers Premium For Cash / Check Payments. Additional Buyers Premium 
Applies For Online Bidding. Nothing Removed Until Settled For.  
Removal Of Items: Day of Auction Until 5PM; Monday, April 22nd and Tuesday, April 
23rd From 9AM-5PM; 
Auction Preview: Friday April 19th From 1PM-5PM; 
Owner: Tom Bullock

Auctioneers & Licensed Real Estate Brokers
Licensed Real Estate Brokers In NY & PA

     Whitney Point, N.Y. 13862
607-692-4540 / 1-800-MANASSE

www.manasseauctions.com
 

In Our 59th Year In Business Conducting All Types Of Auctions!

Complete Dispersal / Retirement Auction – McPherson Builders
Dump Truck, Pickup Truck, Excavator, Telehandler, All Kinds Contractors Tools / Items, 

Scaffold, Ladders, 200+ Quality Power Tools 
129 West Falls St., Ithaca, NY 14850 (Just Off Rt. 13 North) 

Wednesday                            April 24, 2024                                     10:00AM 
Fancy Ford F550 Dump Truck, 14’ Ram 2500 Pickup, Skid Loader, 

Mini Excavator, Telehandler, 
(200)+ Power Tools of All Types, Scaffold, Ladders, Pics, Etc, Etc Lots Of Quality!!!

Including: Dump Truck: 2020 Ford F550, 4wd, Dump Truck, Gas Eng. w/ 9’ Alumi-
num Dump Body, Super Nice; Pickup Truck: ‘14 Ram 2500 Reg. Cab 8’ Box Pickup, 
V8, Hemi Eng., 114k, Very Clean; Telehandler:   Lull 844C – 42 Telehandler, 8000lb 
Lift Cap., 42’ Reach, Open ROPS, Very Clean!!; 8’ Wide OSHA Approved Work Basket 
For Telehandler; Concrete Hopper / Bkt For Tele; Mini Excavator & Attachments: JD 
35C Mini Excavator, Open ROPS, Hyd. Thumb, Blade, 2500 Hrs.; JD HP 50 Worksite 
Pro Jack Hammer For Excavator; JD Worksite Pro Hyd. Auger For Mini Excavator; 
Skid Loader & Attachments: Bobcat 773 w/ Cab & Bucket, Aux. Hyd’s, 3500 Orig. 
Hrs; Set Of Forks For SSL; Ventrac Mowing Tractor: Ventrac 2400 Articulated All 
Terrain Tractor w/ Front Mowing Deck; Air Compressor, Concrete Equipment & 
Large Contractor Tools: Airman PDS 185S, 185 CFM Air Compressor, Dsl., 1400 
Hrs, Super Nice; Amida PB10 Concrete Buggy / Dumper w/ Honda Gas Eng., Used 
On 1 Job; Xlent Comm’l. Plaster Pump, Used On 1 Job; MBW Jumping Jack; Stone 
Mortar Mixer w/ Honda Gas Eng.; Stone Mortar Mixer, Elec. Motor Operated;   Lg. Qty 
of Scaffold & Scaffold Planking; Multiquip Walk-Behind Concrete / Stone Saw, Hardly 
Used; 
Contractors Tools of All Types: (30) + Fiberglass Step & Extension Ladders Of 
All Types; (6) Alum. Scaffold Pics; Alum. Pump Jack Scaffolding; (2) Honda 6kw 
Generators; (3) Honda 3”-1” Water Pumps; (6) Dewalt & Ridgid Sliding Compound 
Miter Saws On Stands; Ridgid Table Saw; American Floor Sander; Ridgid Powerhead 
/ Threader Head; Air Hose; Many Concrete Bull Floats; Many Lg Fans Of All Types; 
Miller Gas Welder / Generator; (2) Comm’l. Elec. Heaters; Lots of Jackhammers & Bits; 
Bosch Lg. Hammer Drills; Delta 10” Slide Mitre Saw;  Kobalt Gang / Tool Boxes On 
Guns, Hilti Hammer Drill; Hilti DD110 Core Drill; Many Hilti Hammer Drills & Rotary 
Hammers; Miller 141 Wire Feed Welder; Frostfighter 350kw Salamander w/ Chimney; 
(3) Gas Cutoff / Demo Saw; Platform Lift Cart / Work Table; (5) Bakers Scaffold; Lots 
Of Safety Harness; Many Dewalt Power Tools Of All Types – Grinders, Drills, Recip 
Saws, Hacksaws; Hilti Laser Level; Milwaukee Port. Band Saw; 12” Planer; Jointer; 
Lots Of Cones & Barracades; 4-Master 125k btu Heaters; Set of Torches; (2) Comm’l. 
Sandblasters; Lots of Heavy Air Hose; Many Hand Tools; Concrete Blankets; (10) Gang 
Boxes; (2) Banding Machines; Pallet Jacks; Heavy Screw Jacks; Lots of Asst. Acces-
sories, Materials & Hardware Of All Types; Many Other Items, To Numerous To List; 
Office Equip: Desks, Chairs, Lateral & Upright File Dab’s.; Many Other Nice Items 
Not Listed, Take A Look!!; 

Live Onsite Auction w/ Live-Interactive Online Bidding & Pre / Absentee Bidding 
through www.proxibid.com/manasse. 

Auctioneer’s Note: Mr. Jerry Stevenson Started In Business 54 Years Ago.  He Has A 
Great Reputation In The Ithaca Area; Jerry Has Decided To Retire, And Has Given Us 
The Honor To Sell His Nice Equipment & Tools. There Is Lots of Quality Here, Nothing 
Has Been Hurt!! Plan to Attend!     
Terms: Cash, Good Check or Credit Card Day of Auction. 10% Buyers Premium For 
Payments Made by Cash Check, 13% Buyers Premium For Payments Made By Credit 
or Debit Card; Additional 3% Online Buyers Premium Applies; Please Make Sure You 
Know The Pickup Times!! Forklift Onsite For Loading;
Removal of Items: Day of Auction Until 4pm, Thursday, April 25, 9AM-4PM Or 
Friday, April 26, 9AM-4PM; Forklift Onsite For Loading. Items Must Be Removed & 
Paid For In The 2 Above Days. 
Open House/Preview of Items: Tuesday, April 23, 1PM–4PM Or Day Of Auction 
From 9AM Until Auction Time; 
Visit Our Website For More Details, Terms & Pictures @ www.manasseauctions.com
Live Interactive Online Or Pre/Absentee Bidding Through www.Proxibid.com/manasse
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1 dead after truck is intentionally 
crashed into a Texas safety office

Meredith Seaver/College Station Eagle via AP
A stolen 18-wheeler crashed into a Texas Department of Public Safety office on US-290 in 
Brenham, Texas, on Friday.

XXXXXX

By LEKAN OYEKANMI 
and ACACIA CORONADO 

Associated Press
BRENHAM, Texas — A Tex-

as semitrailer driver rammed a 
stolen 18-wheeler through the 
front of a public safety building 
where his renewal for a com-
mercial driver’s license had 
been rejected, killing one person 
and injuring 13 others, authori-
ties said Friday.

The intentional crash into the 
single-story brick building off 
a highway in Brenham, a rural 
town outside of Houston, littered 
debris in the parking lot and left 
a gaping hole in the entrance. 
The crash damaged the front of 
the red semitrailer, which was 
hauling materials on a flatbed.

After crashing into the build-
ing the first time, the driver 
backed up the truck with the 
intention of smashing it again 
before being detained, Brenham 
Mayor Atwood Kenjura said.

“It’s unfortunate that we are 
here gathered for a really sense-
less tragedy,” Kenjura said.

The driver — identified as 
Clenard Parker, 42 — was pulled 
out of the truck by authorities at 
the Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety office. Authorities 
say Parker did not resist when 
he was taken into custody and 
would face multiple felonies, 
but did not specify the charges.

On Thursday, Parker was 
told by employees at the office 
that he would not be eligible to 
renew his commercial driver’s 
license, Texas Department of 
Public Safety Sgt. Justin Ruiz 
said. He did not elaborate as 
to why Parker’s renewal was 

rejected. One employee in the 
building was trapped “for a peri-
od of time” after the crash but no 
one who worked at the driver’s 
license office suffered serious 
injuries, Republican state Sen. 
Lois Kolkhorst said.

It was unclear Friday after-
noon where the person who was 
killed was located at the time of 
the crash.

Following the crash, two peo-
ple were flown to a hospital in 
Bryan and another to Houston. 
Three people were transported 
to local hospitals but later re-
leased, and eight others were 
treated on the scene.

Ruiz said they were still in-
vestigating whether Parker was 
armed at the time of the crash. 

He said they also were investi-
gating whether his actions might 
be considered an act of terror-
ism.

“We’re trying to figure that 
out,” Ruiz said. He said the FBI 
was assisting in the investiga-
tion.

A heavy presence of police 
surrounded the building and 
drivers were urged to steer clear 
of the area on Friday. Brenham, 
a city of about 19,000 residents, 
is about 80 miles west of Hous-
ton.

Kolkhorst and Kenjura said 
the quick response by law en-
forcement helped avert a greater 
tragedy.

“We’re blessed more weren’t 
injured in this act of violence,” 

Kolkhorst said.
Kenjura said a worker told 

him if Parker had “veered to the 
left” and succeeded in striking 
the building again, “there would 
have been a collapse of the 
building resulting in more inju-
ries and possibly death.”

The Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety is a sprawling agency 
and one of the largest state law 
enforcement operations in the 
country. It includes troopers 
who are a central part of a mas-
sive border security operation 
on the U.S.-Mexico border as 
well as the Texas Rangers, the 
state’s top criminal investiga-
tors. But the department also has 
offices across the state that issue 
driver’s licenses.
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