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CONGRATULATIONS CHS RED DEVILS

TO COMMEMORATE THE CLINTON HIGH SCHOOL RED DEVILS'
TRIUMPHANT 2024 FOOTBALL STATE CHAMPIONSHIP, THIS
UNIQUE BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY HAS BEEN CREATED TO
CELEBRATE THIS OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT. 

THE DIRECTORY SERVES AS A KEEPSAKE, FEATURING BUSINESS
CARDS FROM LOCAL SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS WHO HAVE
CONTRIBUTED TO THE TEAM'S SUCCESS. THIS INNOVATIVE
APPROACH NOT ONLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE DEDICATION AND
HARD WORK OF THE PLAYERS, COACHES, AND STAFF BUT ALSO
SHOWCASES THE STRONG COMMUNITY SPIRIT THAT HAS FUELED
THE RED DEVILS' CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON. 

BY COMPILING THESE BUSINESS CARDS INTO A SINGLE
DIRECTORY, FANS, PARENTS, AND ALUMNI CAN TREASURE THE
MEMORIES OF THIS REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENT WHILE ALSO
SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESSES THAT HAVE PLAYED A VITAL
ROLE IN THE TEAM'S TRIUMPH.
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THE CLINTON CHRONICLE 

THE CLINTON CHRONICLE IS A LOCAL NEWSPAPER SERVING
CLINTON, SOUTH CAROLINA, AND SURROUNDING AREAS. IT
PROVIDES COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE OF NEWS, EVENTS, AND
ISSUES RELEVANT TO THE COMMUNITY, INCLUDING LOCAL NEWS,
SPORTS, OPINION PIECES, AND COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
     
THE NEWSPAPER IS PUBLISHED WEEKLY AND IS AVAILABLE IN
PRINT BY SUBSCRIPTION OR AT LOCAL NEWSSTANDS, AS WELL
AS DIGITALLY ON ITS WEBSITE, MYCLINTONNEWS.COM. 
     
BY FOCUSING ON LOCAL CONTENT, THE CLINTON CHRONICLE
SERVES AS AN ESSENTIAL SOURCE OF INFORMATION FOR
RESIDENTS OF CLINTON AND SURROUNDING AREAS, KEEPING
THEM INFORMED ABOUT EVENTS, ISSUES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
AFFECTING THEIR COMMUNITY.
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FAMILY AND FOOTBALL
BY: VICTORIA STEELE

AS A JUNIOR AT CLINTON HIGH SCHOOL, DALTON NABORS HAS
ESTABLISHED HIMSELF AS A FORCE TO BE RECKONED WITH ON
THE VARSITY FOOTBALL TEAM. WEARING JERSEY NUMBER 74,
NABORS STARTS AT LEFT TACKLE ON OFFENSE AND DEFENSIVE
TACKLE ON DEFENSE, BRINGING A UNIQUE COMBINATION OF
STRENGTH, AGILITY, AND DETERMINATION TO THE FIELD.

WITH THREE YEARS OF EXPERIENCE UNDER HIS BELT, NABORS
HAS DEVELOPED A PASSION FOR THE SPORT THAT DRIVES HIM TO
EXCEL. ALL OF THE TEAM’S HARD WORK AND DEDICATION PAID
OFF AS THEY CELEBRATED THEIR CHAMPIONSHIP VICTORY.
NABORS IS PROUD TO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE TEAM'S
SUCCESS, AND IS ALREADY LOOKING FORWARD TO NEXT SEASON.

WHEN ASKED ABOUT THE SIGNIFICANCE OF MAKING IT TO THE
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP GAME, HIS RESPONSE WAS HEARTFELT.
"IT'S EVERYTHING," HE SAID. "IT'S BEEN MORE THAN 15 YEARS
SINCE THE LAST TIME WE WON THE STATE CHAMPIONSHIP.." THE
TEAM'S MINDSET HEADING INTO THE GAME WAS CLEAR, THEY
WERE DETERMINED TO WIN, AND IT SHOWED IN THEIR 35-6 WIN.
DALTON DESCRIBED THE FEELING OF WINNING THE STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP AS "SOMETHING REALLY SPECIAL." HE RECALLED
THE SMILES AND TEARS OF JOY THAT FILLED THE FACES OF HIS
TEAMMATES, PARTICULARLY THE SENIORS, FOR WHOM IT WAS
THEIR LAST GAME.
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WHAT MOTIVATES DALTON TO PUSH HIMSELF AND GIVE HIS BEST
EFFORT EVERY GAME? HIS ANSWER WAS SIMPLE YET PROFOUND:
"MY FAMILY." HE KNOWS THAT HIS FAMILY IS ALWAYS
SUPPORTING HIM, AND THAT GIVES HIM THE STRENGTH TO KEEP
GOING. NABORS ALSO CREDITED HIS COACHES; COACH
FOUNTAIN, COACH JAKE, AND COACH A, SAYING, “THEY HAVE
MOTIVATED ME THROUGHOUT THIS WHOLE THING, AND TAUGHT
ME EVERYTHING I KNOW.”

WHILE HE LOOKS TO THE FUTURE, NABORS REFLECTS ON THE
EXPERIENCE, NOTING THAT HIS TEAM PLAYING IN THE STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME HAS TAUGHT HIM THE IMPORTANCE OF
WINNING FOR HIS TEAM AND PLAYING FOR SOMETHING BIGGER
THAN HIMSELF. AS DALTON CONTINUES TO GROW AND DEVELOP
AS A PLAYER AND A PERSON, ONE THING IS CLEAR: HE HAS A
BRIGHT FUTURE AHEAD OF HIM, BOTH ON AND OFF THE FIELD.
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CLINTON DROPS THE SLEDGEHAMMER
BY: VIC MACDONALD

PLAYERS THAT COREY FOUNTAIN CALLS A BLUE-COLLAR TEAM CAME HOME
THURSDAY AFTERNOON WITH CLINTON FOOTBALL’S 9TH STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP, WINNING 35-6 OVER BARNWELL.

THE DEVILS D DID NOT ALLOW AN OFFENSIVE TOUCHDOWN. THE
WARHORSES NEEDED 53 PLAYS TO GAIN 155 TOTAL YARDS.

CLINTON BROKE ON THE SCOREBOARD FIRST WITH A 77-YARD TUSHAWAN
RICHARSON RUN (RHETT GILLIAM 2-PT CONVERSION). BARNWELL’S
SPEEDSTER JORDAN PEEPLES COUNTERED THAT ON THE ENSUING KICKOFF
WITH A 90-YARD SCORING RETURN.

AND THIS – THE FIRST OF 6 CHAMPIONSHIP WEEKEND GAMES AT SC STATE
UNIVERSITY – HAD ALL THE MAKINGS OF A SHOOT-OUT.

FROM THERE, BARNWELL NEVER SCRATCHED THE SCOREBOARD AGAIN. THE
AA LOWER STATE CHAMPIONS COMPLETED 15 PASSES IN 35 ATTEMPTS FOR
120 YARDS AND 1 INTERCEPTION (AUSTIN BOYD WITH A 25-YARD RETURN).

BARNWELL RAN THE BALL 18 TIMES FOR JUST 35 NET YARDS – 37 YARDS
WERE CREDITED TO QUARTERBACK CAMERON AUSTIN.

HEAD COACH FOUNTAIN CAME TO CLINTON 6 YEARS AGO, AFTER WINNING 4
CONSECUTIVE STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS AT LAMAR. HE AND HIS STAFF HAVE
GUIDED THE CLINTON PLAYERS TO THE PROGRAM’S 9TH STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP, THE FIRST SINCE 2009 WHEN CLINTON WAS IN CLASS
AAA.

THIS SEASON, CLINTON WAS RE-CLASSIFIED INTO AA, NOT BECAUSE THE
SCHOOL’S ENROLLMENT DROPPED, BUT BECAUSE IN A STATE GROWING IN
POPULATION, OTHER SCHOOLS’ ENROLLMENTS HAVE GROWN. CLINTON IS
SET NEXT SEASON FOR ANOTHER TITLE RUN BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH THE TEAM
LOSES 21 SENIORS, IT HAS 18 JUNIORS READY TO MOVE UP INTO
LEADERSHIP ROLES.
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FOUNTAIN SAID, “I CAME HERE 6 YEARS AGO, AND THEY WORKED THEIR
BUTTS OFF. WE WEREN’T VERY TALENTED. WE WENT 4-7, THEN 3-3 (COVID
YEAR), AND THEY WERE SO CLOSE. WE FOCUSED ON THE INSIDE OUT THIS OFF
SEASON. WORKING ON OUR CHARACTER, WORKING ON DEVELOPING
INTEGRITY AND TOUGHNESS, THE MENTAL TOUGHNESS, AND IT HAS PAID
OFF.”

HE SAID LIFTING A CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY MEANS “EVERYTHING, BECAUSE
YOU TALK ABOUT WORKING HARD – IF YOU WORK HARD, ONE DAY YOU WILL
GET THIS; IF YOU WORK HARD, ONE DAY YOU’LL WIN A CHAMPIONSHIP --
AND YOU COME SO CLOSE, AND IT’S BEEN HEARTBREAKING THE LAST 3 -4
YEARS. BUT WE WERE ABLE TO DO IT TONIGHT, AND WE GOT TO WRITE THAT
LAST PAGE AND THAT LAST CHAPTER WITH OUR SENIORS.”

AFTER THE TEAMS EXCHANGED TOUCHDOWNS, DJ CLARK BROKE FREE FOR A
27-YARD SCORING RUN; AFTER THE 1ST QUARTER ENDED, RHETT GILLIAM
ADDED A 5-YARD SCORING RUN. CLINTON HAD A CLOSE CHANCE AS THE 2ND
QUARTER ENDED, WHEN THE DEFENSE SNUFFED OUT A FAKE PUNT AND
BARNWELL WAS FLAGGED FOR A PERSONAL FOUL. THE RED DEVILS MOVED TO
THE BARNWELL 1 BEFORE THERE WAS A BAD SNAP ON 3RD DOWN AND AN
UNSUCCESSFUL RUN ON 4TH DOWN.

DEVIN SWINDLER CAUGHT BOTH OF RICHARDSON’S PASS COMPLETIONS, IN
SIX ATTEMPTS, AND ONE WENT FOR A 29-YARD SCORE IN THE 3RD QUARTER.

THE CLINTON DEFENSE STOPPED A BARNWELL DRIVE ON 4TH AND 1 AT THE
RED DEVIL 38. A 58-YARD JAVEN COOK TD WAS TAKEN OFF THE BOARD BY A
HOLDING PENALTY, AND BARNWELL GOT THE BALL BACK. BUT AUSTIN BOYD’S
INTERCEPTION WITH 8:24 LEFT TO PLAY LED TO GILLIAM’S SECOND SCORE,
AN 8-YARD RUN, WITH 6:49 ON THE GAME CLOCK. THE DEFENSE HAD ONE
MORE 4TH DOWN HOLD BEFORE CLINTON SECURED THE CHAMPIONSHIP.

THE RED DEVIL OFFENSE MOWED THROUGH THE WARHORSES’ DEFENSE FOR
311 YARDS RUSHING ON 55 CARRIES. RICHARDSON LED THE WAY WITH 95
YARDS, FOLLOWED BY COOK’S 84, WITH 59 ROUGH RUNNING YARDS BY
GILLIAM, AND CLARK’S 37 YARDS.

ON BEHALF OF THE TEAM, FOUNTAIN ACCEPTED A CEREMONIAL GAME BALL,
AND AFTER THE TROPHY PRESENTATION TO CHS PRINCIPAL DR. MARTHA
BROTHERS, ALSO ACCEPTED THE CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY FROM HER. HE HELD
IT HIGH FOR THE RED DEVILS TO SEE, AND GATHER AROUND.

FINISHING AT 12-2, THIS CLINTON TEAM HAS NOT LOST SINCE A SEPT. 20,
37-12 DEFEAT AT AAAA DANIEL.

BARNWELL WAS ON A 10-GAME WINNING STREAK, AFTER HAVING FALLEN
SEPT. 13 BY 5 POINTS TO SOUTH AIKEN.
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FOUNTAIN REFLECTED ON WHAT THIS MEANS FOR THE COMMUNITY. “YOU
KNOW IT’S BEEN HARD. THE HURRICANE, IT WAS BRUTAL, ALMOST LIKE
STARTING THE SEASON OVER. WE HAD A BIG FIRE IN TOWN THAT BURNED
SOME OF OUR BEST RESTAURANTS. IT’S BEEN HARD ON OUR COMMUNITY.
THEY RALLY AROUND FOOTBALL. THEY RALLY AROUND OUR PLAYERS, AND
YOU SEE IT TONIGHT; THEY FILLED THIS STADIUM UP AND THAT’S WHAT IT’S
ALL ABOUT. IT'S FOR THE PLAYERS. THAT’S WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT.”

KEY TO THIS TITLE WIN, FOUNTAIN SAID WAS “OUR OFFENSIVE LINE, IT’S HAS
BEEN OUR KEY; IT’S A GROUP OF GUYS WHO’VE BEEN TOGETHER THE LAST 3
YEARS. AND, THE OFFENSIVE LINE, WE TELL THEM, ‘IT HAPPENS IN THE
TRENCHES, IT HAPPENS ON THE OFFENSIVE LINE TRENCHES AND THE DEFENSIVE
LINE TRENCHES’ AND THAT STARTS IN THE WEIGHT ROOM.”

COMING TO A COMMUNITY WITH FOOTBALL SUCCESS EXPECTATIONS,
FOUNTAIN SAID, “I CAME HERE FROM LAMAR (PLAYED FOR 4 STATE
CHAMPIONSHIPS AND WON 2) AND WE WERE USED TO WINNING, AND WE
(CLINTON) WENT 4-7, AND IT WAS A STRUGGLE GOING 4-7 – 4-7 IS HARD.
IT’S HARD TO WIN. YOU DON’T REALIZE THAT UNTIL YOU REBUILD A
PROGRAM, AND IT’S NOT JUST … OUR WHOLE COACHING STAFF BOUGHT
INTO IT. THIS COACHING STAFF HAS BEEN TOGETHER 5 YEARS, AND THEY
BOUGHT INTO THE WORK AND THE PREPARATION, AND THEY SOLD IT TO THE
KIDS AND THE KIDS BELIEVED IN IT. THE GUYS WHO CAME BEFOREHAND, THEY
CAME SO CLOSE AND WORKED REALLY HARD. I’M JUST SO PROUD OF THEM.
I’M PROUD OF OUR COACHES. IT’S A COLLECTIVE EFFORT. THE COMMUNITY
AND THEM.

“IT’S A BLUE-COLLAR TOWN. WE’VE GOT BLUE- COLLAR KIDS THAT BELIEVE IN
BRINGING THEIR HARD HAT, THEIR SLEDGEHAMMER LIKE THEY DID TODAY.
WE’RE GOING TO DANCE WHEN WE GET INTO THE LOCKER ROOM. WE’RE
GOING TO HAVE A GOOD TIME; AND YOU KNOW WHAT WE’RE GOING TO DO,
LIKE DAN CAMPBELL (DETROIT LIONS) SAYS, WE’RE GOING TO TURN THE
PAGE. WE’LL GIVE THEM NEXT WEEK OFF; AND WHEN JANUARY ROLLS
AROUND, IT’S TURN THE PAGE.”
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