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The Presbyterian College football
team’s transition into Division I has not
been easy. Since bidding farewell to the fa-
miliar success of Division II and moving
up to the top level of college football, the
Blue Hose have battled their way through
the dark but can see the light—figura-
tively, with a strong senior class, and liter-
ally, as PC will host night games for the
first time since 1990.

This season, the Blue Hose aim to im-
prove on a 2013 campaign that saw the
squad go 3-8 and 1-4 in the Big South
Conference. The offense and defense re-
turn six starters each, part of 55 returning
letterwinners.

Head coach Harold Nichols, returning
for his sixth season, sees a lot to look for-
ward to in 2014. The PC alumnus cites the
leadership of a senior class that may be the
team’s strongest-ever in Division I.

“This senior group has been through an

By Ryan Real
For Pigskin Preview 2014

Seniors, returning starters to lead Blue Hose

307 JACOBS HIGHWAY, CLINTON
864-833-7337
1365 PARKER ROAD, ENOREE
864-969-3471
www.hannaheatingandac.com
info@hannaheatingandac.com

Praying for a safe and
successful season for

all of our student athletes.

Niles Hanna, Jr. - Owner • Over 37 Years Experience

We Service & Repair All Brands

S A L E S  • S E R V I C E  • I N S TA L L AT I O N S

PC, Page 3

Enter the Scotsman. Presbyterian College during the 2013 football season inaugurated an Enter the Scotsman
pre-game entrance for the Blue Hose football team at Bailey Memorial Stadium. The Scotsman stands on a rock
near Yonce Field House, pulls his sword from the stone, and charges onto the field as the team enters, through
a gauntlet made by the PC cheerleaders. This season, PC will play its first two home games - Sept. 6 against
Bluefield and Sept. 13 against Furman - at night, the first night football on campus since Oct. 27, 1990, when the
Blue Hose faced off against Wingate at the Old Bailey Stadium. - Photo by Vic MacDonald
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awful lot here as players,” Nichols said.
“They’re a battle-tested crew and I have so
much respect for them and their work
ethic. They’re self-made and their leader-
ship is contagious. Football matters to
them and that’s going to help our team.”

Preseason All-Big South Conference
wide receivers Jeremiah McKie and Tobi
Antigha lead the seniors, as does Presea-
son All-Big South longsnapper Cannon
Jordan. McKie starred as the league’s best
return man last season and Antigha en-
joyed a career year with a team-leading six
receiving touchdowns.

Sophomore quarterback Heys McMath
enters the fall as the No. 1 option behind
center. McMath made his collegiate debut
six games into the season and threw for
1,142 yards and 10 touchdowns, averaging
190.3 yards per game.

An experienced running back corps re-

turns seniors Demarcus Rouse (103 car-
ries, 514 yards, seven TD), LaQua Mayes
(320 yards, 71 carries, three TD) and soph-
omore Blake Roberts (52 carries, 322
yards, one TD) but will likely feature red-
shirt freshman Darrell Bridges in his
rookie season.

Senior linemen Hunter Gray and
Devinn Ritter anchor an offensive line that
allowed six fewer sacks than PC opponents
last season. Nichols hopes the line will bol-
ster the team’s running game, an area of
emphasis for the Blue Hose this season.

“We have to do better at running the
football,” Nichols said. “We also have to
do better on defensive third down. We need
to be able to get off the field. We would be
good for a while and then give up that big
play. Those will be areas of improvement.”

The Blue Hose defense enters its second
full season under defensive coordinator
Tommy Spangler, who helped to bring op-
ponent scoring down by nearly a touch-
down and limited foes to 75 fewer yards
per game.

Redshirt sophomore lineman Ugonna
Akoh led the team last season in tackles for
loss (14) and sacks (3.5) in 10 games. The
defense returns 12 of its 17 sacks and both
of its two interceptions. Returning tackler
Breyon Williams (70 tackles, 1 TFL, 1
sack), as do four of the team’s five leading
tacklers. The unit receives a boost in the
return of 2012 All-Conference linebacker
Donelle Williams, who missed most of
2013 with an injury.

New lights at Bailey Memorial Stadium
add to the excitement for 2014. The team
hosts Bluefield in its home opener on Sep-
tember 6 and welcomes Furman a week
later—both night games. PC opens the sea-
son on Thursday, August 28 at Northern
Illinois and also faces NC State and Ole
Miss.

“You’re going see a team that plays
with a lot of energy and emotion,” said
Nichols. “We want a team that our com-
munity, student body and alumni can be
proud of. We’ve got the pieces in place to
be able to do that.”

PC
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Get more �go� for less dough
with RTV X-Series utility vehicles!

$0 Down, 0% Financing,  for up to 48 Months*A.P.R.

Wilson Tractor  Inc.
440 Wilson Rd.

Newberry,SC 29108
(803) 276-1151

Good Luck to
all local teams.
We hope you
have a Winning
Season!
from Wilson Tractor, Inc.

From Page 2

“Don’t be last to work.” Presbyterian College coaches shout encouragement and
instructions to Blue Hose players working hard during practice six, the second full
contact practice of the summer, Aug. 7 at the Maple Street football practice fields.
The Blue Hose sharpened up for scrimmages Aug. 9 and 16, and will have the an-
nual Fan Day Scrimmage this Saturday, 10 a.m. at Bailey Memorial Stadium. Meet
the players will be at 9 a.m. (earlier in the morning will be Flight of the Dove bicy-
cle run fund-raiser for Hospice of Laurens County starting from the front driveway
of the stadium). The Blue Hose open the 2014 season with non-conference action
at 2012 and 2013 BCS-bowl participant Northern Illinois next Thursday (Aug. 28).
- Photos by Vic MacDonald

It’s simple. This is basic football - running, throwing and catching. PC QB Heys Mc-
Math connects with running back Blake Roberts for a touchdown in last November’s
game against Charleston Southern at Bailey Memorial Stadium. McMath threw for
298 yards in the Blue Hose 27- 16 home loss to the 9-1 Bucs in Big South Conference
action. Pre-season for 2014, Charleston Southern is picked No. 3 and PC is predicted
to finish No. 6 in the six-team Big South. - Photos by Vic MacDonald

Hitting somebody else. Since the
start of high school football prac-
tice Aug. 1, players on the same
time have been hitting mostly each
other. In Aug. 12 scrimmage action
at Belton-Honea Path, the Clinton
Red Devils got to hit an opponent.
CHS varsity also scrimmaged in
Greenwood, Woodruff and at home
(Aug. 15) in preparation for the sea-
son-opener this Friday
- Photo by Larry Franklin
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Clinton High varsity football players and
coaches don’t want to lose any games. But
they especially don’t want to be the team that
failed to live up to the long and storied legacy
of Red Devil football by losing on Oct. 24 and
31.

On Oct. 24, the 2014 Red Devils will play
the 1,000th football game in Clinton High
School history - a legacy that includes multi-
ple state championships.

Since that game is on the road, CHS Ath-
letics plans a celebration of 1001. The depart-
ment has developed a logo that has little
pitchforks in place of the two 1s.

On Oct. 31, Wilder Stadium will be the
place for the 1,001st football game in Red
Devil history. All fall senior athletes will come
to the field, escorted by their parents, for
recognition. The Red Devils will take on the
South Pointe Stallions, a team new to Clin-
ton’s region in 2014 SC High School League
realignment.

Also, it’s Halloween.
All that is far away from the mind of Red

Devil varsity football head coach Scott King

and the staff during morning practice Aug. 11.
The Red Devils were coming off scrim-

mage action the Friday before at Greenwood,
with Emerald, Seneca and Greenwood taking
turns on the turf with the Devils.

“We saw good and bad, the thing is we
play next Friday (season-opener Aug. 22 at
A.C. Flora),” King said. “We only have four
legitimate practices before our next scrim-
mages.”

The Red Devil coaches tried to replicate
game-action in the Aug. 14 scrimmage at
Woodruff and the Aug. 15 Clinton Kick-off
Classic scrimmage at Wilder Stadium.

“Our strength will be the seven or eight
people who played a lot on defense last sea-
son,” King said. The Red Devils have last sea-
son’s runningbacks Shakeam Dowdy and Vee
Thompson back, and they will compete to be
the workhorse back in the Red Devils’ run-
heavy offensive sets.

Dowdy and Thompson will have responsi-
bilities on defense, also. In fact, most of Clin-
ton’s top-level defenders will see time on the
offensive side of the ball.

It’s just a fact of life for the varsity football

By Vic MacDonald
For Pigskin Preview 2014

CHS will play #1,000 on Oct. 24

Red Devils, Page 6

Academics and athletics build the foundation of character in our students and community.

High School Football or Ready Mix, High School Football or Ready Mix, We Love 10 Yards and a Cloud of  Dust!We Love 10 Yards and a Cloud of  Dust!

Highway 56 North @ I-26, Clinton, SC 29325  • (864) 833-0261

CLINTON • GREENVILLE • LAURENS • GRAY COURT • NEWBERRY

www.carolinaconcrete.net

Concrete, Concrete Construction, Brick, Block, Sand, Mortar

2014-2015
Laurens Academy Crusaders

3515 HIGHWAY 49 • LAURENS, SC 29360 • 682-2324
www.laurensacademy.com

Best wishesfor agreat season!

GUARANTEED 
CREDIT
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90 DAY OR 3000 MILE WARRANTY
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Let uuss hand you 
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CANNON & GRAVES
1837 WILSON ROAD, NEWBERRY 1-877-276-1080

APPLY FOR CREDIT ONLINE AT: WWW.CANNONANDGRAVES.COM

Clinton High School is the 16th most
dominant high school football program in
South Carolina in the past 10 years, accord-
ing to MaxPreps.

The on-line sports reporting site meas-
ured the Top 20 most dominant programs in
the MaxPrep era, 2004-2014. That’s the
timeframe in which MaxPreps has been
compiling and distributing football com-
puter rankings, presented by the Army Na-
tional Guard.

MaxPreps uses a points system (example:
25 points for No. 1 overall finish, 30 points
for state championship) and finds Byrnes
High School, Duncan, is the No. 1 most
dominant team in the past 10 years.

Byrnes scores 434 points, with a 130-15
overall record, six state titles and 10 Top 5
finishes.

Gaffney is the No. 2 most dominant pro-
gram, scoring 288 points.

At No. 16, Clinton scores 110 points,
with an 84-44 record, a state championship
and four Top 25 finishes. The Red Devils are
just behind Summerville, 113 points 102-32
record, and just ahead of Central, Pageland,
with 108 points 101-29 record, in the Max-
Preps rankings.

This is the Top 20:
1. Byrnes
2. Gaffney (three state titles)
3. Northwestern, Rock Hill,

265 points, 107-33 record (since 2004)
4. Dillon, 235 points, 122-

19 record
5. Greenwood, 230 points,

108-28 record (undefeated in 2012)

6. Myrtle Beach, 213 points,
112-24 record

7. South Pointe, Rock Hill,
203 points, 87-24

8. Dorman, Roebuck, 180,

97-35 record
9. Goose Creek, 137 points,

104-28 record
10. Chesterfield, 134 points,

85-42 record
11. Dutch Fork, Irmo, 130

points, 78-51 record
12. Cheraw, 127 points, 96-

39 record
13. Irmo, 117 points, 89-42

record
14. Stratford, Goose Creek,

116 points, 89-44 record
15. Summerville
16. Clinton
17. Central, Pageland
18. Rock Hill, 104 points,

70-55 record
19. Clover, 94 points, 68-54

record
20. Christ Church Episcopal,

Greenville, 90 points, 98-28 record.

In a new region alignment, Clinton plays
host to No. 7 most dominant South Pointe -
two state titles, seven Top 25 finishes since
2004 - Oct. 31, senior night for the Red Dev-
ils at Wilder Stadium.

CHS Athletics will have a program dur-
ing this game in commemoration of the
1,001th varsity football game in Red Devil
history.

Red Devils 16th most dominant SC football program in past 10 years

A reminder. Clinton High Red Devil football players are reminded by a hallway sign
at their locker room that even less talented athletes can succeed with will and hus-
tle. The lesson has translated into multiple State Championships and a football tra-
dition that will reach 1,0001 games-played by the end of the 2014 season.
- Photo by Vic MacDonald
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28665 Hwy. 76 E, Clinton  923-5102 Austin Chandler (owner)
Across from cemetery between Whitten Center and Kings Outdoor Equipment

• Landscape Design

• Landscape Maintenance

• Landscape Bed Edging with 
borders available

• Mowing

• Irrigation Installation

• Accent Lighting

• Trencher & Backhoe Service

• Tree Stump Removal

Seeding 
Centipede, Fescue & Bermuda

Sodding
Sodding always available for pick-up

Pinestraw
Fresh Long Needle Pinestraw - Wholesale & Retail Available

Mulch
Assorted Types: Red, Black, Brown, Natural Hardwood,  Single, Double & Triple Ground

It’s Official...

has all you need for this season!

�e Clinton-Newberry Natural Gas Authority
1643 SPRINGDALE DRIVE  •  P.O. BOX 511 •  CLINTON, SC 29325

(864) 833-1862 • www.cnnga.com • (800) 221-8109
PLEASE REMEMBER TO CALL 811 BEFORE DIGGING

...protecting our city…
...empowering our citizens…
...building our community...

The City of Clinton
wishes all our local teams
a safe, successful, and

winning season.

South CarolinaCLINTON

Pride in Service

tributing to a total of nine of the school’s
top 20 single-game performances, includ-
ing a CCU record 652 yards of offense in
a win over Elon last season.�Ross, who
completed 232-of-358 passes for 3,093
yards and 26 scores in 2013, led the Big
South in seven offensive categories last
season while ranking sixth in the FCS in
passing efficiency (156.3), 14th in passing
touchdowns (26), 14th in points responsi-
ble for (194), 16th in passing yards
(3,093), 18th in yards per completion
(13.33), 19th in completion percentage
(.648) and 29th in total offense yards per
game (259.5). He additionally ranked sixth
in the Big South with six rushing TDs and
seventh in the league by rushing for 540
yards.�In 21 career games at Coastal, Ross
has completed 258-of-406 passes (.635)
for 3,520 yards with 10 interceptions and
31 touchdowns.  His 156.6 career pass ef-
ficiency to date is a school record.  Ross
also has the two longest pass plays in CCU
history, completing an 86-yard touchdown
to DeMario Bennett in an NCAA second-
round playoff win at Montana this past sea-

son and an 81-yard touchdown completion
to Niccolo Mastromatteo in his first ca-
reer start at Gardner-Webb in 2012.

The Sports Network established the
Walter Payton Player of the Year Award in
1987, and it is presented annually to the
most outstanding college football player on
the FCS level.  

The winner is chosen by a nationwide
panel of sports information and media re-
lations directors, broadcasters, writers and
other dignitaries from the division. When
the award was established, it was the only
such award to be presented to an individual
player in FCS football.  Previous winners
include the likes of Steve McNair, Tony
Romo, Brian Westbrook, Armanti Ed-
wards and 2013 recipient Jimmy Garop-
polo.

The award honors former Jackson State
star Walter Payton, who scored 66 touch-
downs on the collegiate level – and went
on to a Hall of Fame career with the
Chicago Bears.  

The legendary Payton retired as the
NFL’s all-time rushing leader with 16,726
yards.  A nine-time pro bowl selection,
Payton was named league MVP in 1977
and 1985.

Cook
From Page 17

Kenny Cook, #19
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team representing the smallest (by enrollment)
school in SC High School League Class AAA.
Dillon is just below Clinton, in enrollment, as
the largest AA school.

SCHL region realigners did Clinton and
the others in its region no favors for 2014 by
bringing in year-after-year powerhouses Lan-
caster and South Pointe.

“You play who you play,” King said, keep-
ing his eyes more on his team than on the op-
ponents. “The main difference is going to be
the long road trips (to Lancaster and Rock
Hill) for the other sports.”

King knows the Red Devil player fans
need to look for right off the bat. “The leader
of our team,” he said, is defensive end
Hezekiah Simpson, an all-everything per-
former last season as a junior.

“He is a football player,” the coach said.

“And a good one.”
Simpson and all the top-level defensive

players will “play all the time,” King said.
“It all starts with your defense.”
For the Red Devils, the 2014 varsity foot-

ball season lines up this way:
- Aug. 22, at A.C. Flora (Columbia)
-Aug. 29, at Greer
-Sept. 5, at Newberry
-Sept. 12, home vs Woodruff
-Sept. 19, home vs Laurens
-Sept. 26, bye
-Oct. 3, home vs Broome (Home-

coming)
-Oct. 10, at Lancaster
-Oct. 17, home vs Union County
-Oct. 24, at Chester
-Oct. 31, home vs South Pointe (Se-

nior Night).
All varsity games kick-off at 7:30 p.m.
Friday Night Football Carolinas magazine

touts South Pointe as the No. 2 team in Class

AAA, and places Clinton’s season-opening
opponent, A.C. Flora, as the No. 5 team in the
classification. Clinton, 5-7 in 2013, defeated
Flora last seaon in the first round of the Class
AAA state playoffs.

In existence for 10 years, South Pointe had
moved up to Class AAAA, and now has
dropped a classification to AAA, the Stallions
moved from Class AAA after the 2011 season. 

It was a state championship season for
South Pointe.

The Stallions were 11-3, 6-1 in region, in
2013 playing in AAAA. The school has an en-
rollment of 1,392, the same number listed for
fellow region school Lancaster (2-9 in 2013,
1-7 in region), also a newcomer to Region III-
3A.

Broome won the region title last season
with a 4-1 record (8-4 overall). FNF Carolina
expects Clinton region opponent Union
County to be improved on offense under the
direction of former USC quarterback now UC

football head coach Steve Tanneyhill.
The magazine says Tanneyhill is “a recog-

nized offensive guru with an affinity for light-
ing up the scoreboard.” The Yellow Jackets
are looking to improve on a 2-8 record, 1-4
and last place in the region in 2013.

Clinton defeated Union County, 35-14, in
2013, part of the Red Devils remarkable four
straight region wins to earn a place in the state
playoffs. The streak was part of a 4-1 region
mark after a 0-6 start.

Against UC, Dowdy ran for 93 yards and
Matthias Williams (now graduated) added 81
on the ground. Clinton completed five passes
in five attempts, while Union threw the ball
24 times, completing 15 against the Clinton
secondary.

The defensive unit that held Tanneyhill’s
pass-happy attack mostly in check returns al-
most completely for the Red Devils in 2014.

Clinton was the Class AAA State Champi-
ons in 2009.

“Here We Grow”

M.S. Bailey ChildDevelopment Center
Clinton High School

Red Devils & the
Institute for Student

Advancement

Bell Street Middle School
Wildcats & the Professional

Learning Community

Laurens County School District 56
Where students become ethical and productive citizens by achieving excellence,
embracing innovation, and forging new traditions.

...wishing all area schools a winning 
season of academic and athletic success

From Page 4

A sense of urgency. Day 4 preparations for the Clinton High School Red Devil
football varsity include position drills on blocking techniques, ball security and fum-
ble recovery. Since a rain-out on Aug. 1, the first day of practice for SC High School
League football teams, Red Devils Head Coach Scott King, the varsity coaching
staff and players prepared daily while looking ahead to the season-opener this Fri-
day at A.C. Flora. - Photos by Vic MacDonald

Red Devils
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Investing In
Laurens County.

Photo by Faucette Photography - www.faucettephotography.com
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• TRUSTED members of the community.
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(864) 681-0572 for
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Investment Management, LLC

LPL Financial Advisors
123 W Public Square, Laurens

Phone:  864-681-0572
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Wishing All of Our
Students a Safe
And Healthy
School Year

547-8300
500 Plaza Circle, Suite J

Clinton SC

The Big South Conference placed two
football players on the 2014 Walter Payton
Award Watch List, announced by The
Sports Network.  Gardner-Webb wide re-
ceiver Kenny Cook and Coastal Carolina
quarterback Alex Ross are among the 20
initial candidates for the top individual
award in FCS.

Cook (Cross Hill/ Clinton HS) is the
first Gardner-Webb student-athlete to make
an appearance on the prestigious Payton
Award Watch List. GWU’s first season of
Division I football came in 2000.  

A fifth-year senior with NFL talent,
Cook has earned preseason FCS All-Amer-
ica honors as well heading into his final
season in Boiling Springs. The two-time
All-Big South Conference selection is com-
ing off a breakthrough season that saw him
lead the league with career-high totals in re-
ceptions (76), yardage (1,008) and touch-
downs (9).  

The 6-foot-4, 218-pound standout was
the first player since 2011 to lead the league
in all three categories.  Cook became the
first Gardner-Webb receiver to post a
1,000-yard season since Hall of Famer
Rodney Robinson did so in 1992 and is
only the second man to do so in school his-
tory.  

Armed with a 6-foot-9 wingspan, great
size and athleticism, Cook has emerged as
a strong NFL Draft prospect for 2015.

He ranked 21st nationally last season in
receptions per game and 25th in receiving
touchdowns, and was even better in clutch
situations. Cook hauled in a team-high 25
balls on third down in 2013, with 23 of
those catches going for first downs or
touchdowns.  Of his 21 catches on third-
and-long, 19 went for either first downs or
touchdowns last season.�The communica-
tions studies major is on track to graduate
in December and has already caught 124

passes for 1,674 yards and 16 touchdowns
in his 23 career games to date. He has seven
career games with at least 100 yards re-
ceiving and already ranks 12th in program
history in career receptions – while ranking
eighth in GWU history in receiving touch-
downs.

Ross (Alpharetta, Ga. / Buford HS) is
one of nine quarterbacks on the initial list
(a quarterback has won the award in each
of the last 10 years) and one of just three
juniors to the list.  

Ross is the third Chanticleer to be a Wal-
ter Payton Award nominee.  Quarterback
Tyler Thigpen finished seventh in the vot-
ing in 2006 and running back Lorenzo Tal-
iaferro finished 11th in the voting last
season.

Ross is coming off an impressive soph-
omore campaign – his first year as the
Chanticleers’ starting quarterback – as he
earned first team All-Big South honors by
helping the program win its sixth Big South
title and set 24 single-season offensive
records, including 18 Big South single-sea-
son marks.  Coastal additionally won 12
games, reached the NCAA Division I
Championship quarterfinals and a final na-
tional ranking of seventh – all CCU and
Big South firsts.

In Ross’ 15 career starts, Coastal Car-
olina is 12-3 and he has been the starter
under center in five of Coastal Carolina’s
top seven games of total offense while con-

Clinton’s Kenny Cook on Walter
Payton Award watch list for 2014

Big Brother. Kenny Cook, right, is big
brother to Tay Cook, center, a Clinton
High dual-threat player in the defensive
secondary and at runningback/receiver.
Tay Cook is shown receiving congratula-
tions from former CHS basketball and
football coach Bobby Brock, as Cook was
selected in 2013 to attend summer bas-
ketball camp. Cook’s attending summer
camp was made possible by the Coach
Bobby Brock Legacy Group, a foundation
dedicated to supporting Clinton High
School basketball.

A player to watch. Clinton High alum Kenny Cook (18) celebrates a touchdown
catch against the Presbyterian College Blue Hose in 2013 collegiate football action
at Bailey Memorial Stadium. A 2014 pre-season All-Big South selection at wide re-
ceiver, Cook is on the Walter Payton Watch List for NCAA college football players na-
tionwide. - Photos by Vic MacDonald Cook, Page 20
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Coming off a successful 2013 football
campaign, the Clinton High junior varsity
has players with game experience back and
freshmen coming up from the middle school
program who want to play.

JV head coach Chris Wofford said before
the Aug. 11 practice that the junior varsity
coaches will continue to emphasize the for-
mation and play-calling their players will en-
counter at the varsity level.

“We teach the same stuff the varsity does,
and we will take advantage of our talent,”
Wofford said. Several sophomores were tak-
ing reps with the varsity, so Wofford said it
was too early to single out players who
could be major contributors to the 2014 JV.

“The junior varsity has good numbers
and a lot of freshmen,” Wofford said, watch-
ing his big guys go through the stay-low-
and-punch drills the varsity Red Devil
linemen go through at another spot on the
large practice field on the Clinton High cam-
pus.

The JV will play their games Thursdays
on the Wilder Stadium turf that houses the
varsity on Friday nights.

The schedule is:
-Aug. 28, home vs Greer, 7 p.m.
-Sept. 4, home vs Newberry, 6 p.m.
-Sept. 11, at Woodruff, 6:30
-Sept. 18, at Laurens, 5:30
-Sept. 25, home vs River Bluff,

6:30
-Oct. 2, at Broome, 6:30
-Oct. 9, home vs Lancaster, 6:30
-Oct. 16, at Union County, 6:30
-Oct. 23, home vs Chester, 6:30

-Oct. 30, at South Pointe, 6
p.m.

“We had a pretty good year last
year, and we are excited to be out
here,” Wofford said. He expected the

JV offense to take its first
snaps of the pre-season at
the Aug. 11 practice, after
working on conditioning
and position drills.

“We’ve got depth on
both sides of the ball, and
that’s a luxury,” Wofford
said. “We have a good mix
- players that played a lot
last year, and young ones
with really good poten-
tial.”

Wofford was con-
cerned about practicing on
an overcast, cooler than
normal for August morn-
ing. “They must be going
to church each Sunday (to
get this cool weather),”
the coach said. “It feels
like October.”

Starting live-action
play on the last Thursday
of August, the players
need some really hot days

to get acclimated to what could be a steamy
night, that first regular season game.

“We are working on conditioning but,
hey, if it stays like this, we’ll practice in it
all year.”

Clinton High JV football wound up with
2013 with a 6-4 record. The junior Red Dev-
ils won five of their final six games.

In the season finale against Woodruff, a
38-14 Clinton win, Kevious Hunter scored
three touchdowns, including a 65-yard TD
run.

Tyshamen Boyd added a 65-yard scoring
run late in the game after Woodruff’s first
touchdown.

The week before, on the road at Chester,
the junior Red Devil defense pitched a
shutout against the Cyclones, winning 28-0.
In that game, Hunter scored three touch-
downs, including a 70-yard TD run on the
opening kickoff.

The JVs season looked a lot like the var-
sity’s season. In 2013 the Red Devils lost
their first six games, won their final five and
made the state playoffs, losing to Daniel, the
eventual loser in the Class AAA champi-
onship.

Both teams for 2014 want to be much
better right out of the chute - running the
same plays, getting the same results, and
pounding opponents into the ground.

By Vic MacDonald
For Pigskin Preview 2014

Red Devil JV running varsity plays wants
to build on 5 wins in last 6 games in 2013

Lots of football going on. Sharing the practice field at Clinton High School with
the varsity Aug. 7, the Red Devil junior varsity football team goes through its drills
and position practice in preparation for the 2014 football season. Red Devil JV foot-
ball heads coach Chris Wofford, the JV coaching staff and players are gearing up
for the season-opener Aug. 28, 7 p.m. against Greer at Wilder Stadium. The JV
plays a second straight home game Sept. 4 against Newberry
- Photos by Vic MacDonald

If someone were to build a football
player from scratch, the end result would
probably look a lot like Presbyterian Col-
lege defensive end Ugonna Akoh. The red-
shirt sophomore stands 6 feet 3 inches tall,
weighs 230 pounds and can cause night-
mares for an offensive line. In 2013, his
first season on the field, Akoh led the Blue
Hose in tackles for loss (14) and sacks
(3.5). This year, he’s looking for more.

After a season where the Blue Hose
posted a 3-8 overall record, Akoh has big
plans for the squad this year and beyond.

“We’ll continue to improve and do a lot
better,” he said. “We want to be one of the
best in the conference.”

After redshirting his freshman year,
Akoh played 10 games last season and
started in the season finale. Though he
only has one season under his belt, PC
views Akoh as a leader of the defense.

“He’s one of those kids who’s a high-ef-
fort guy on the field and on the classroom,”
said head coach Harold Nichols. “He’s a
real leader on the team. He has a tremen-
dous sense of work ethic and what it takes
to be successful and it’s contagious with
his teammates.” 

Akoh said defensive line coach Klay
Killingsworth wants him to serve as a role
model for the younger players on the team.
For Akoh, that means leading by example.

“I’m more of a quiet guy on the field,”
he said. “I just try to play the game and
take care of my responsibility.”

His responsibility will play a key role
on a defense that ranked last in the Big
South Conference two years ago. The re-
turn of defensive coordinator Tommy
Spangler in 2013 gave a shot in the arm to
the defense, shaving off nearly a touch-
down and 75 fewer yards allowed per
game.

“We’re a lot more focused on funda-
mentals and technique,” said Akoh. “If you
make a good play but were lined up half a
yard from were supposed to be, you’ll
know. There’s a lot more attention to detail
and pursuit of the ball.”

Akoh says he owes much of his success

to his family. His upbringing has helped
the Blue Hose star become a success in the
classroom as well as the gridiron. Akoh’s
mother works as a pharmacist and his fa-
ther has earned several awards as a food
chemistry research professor at the Uni-
versity of Georgia.

“In our house, you had to have good
grades,” said Akoh. “C’s aren’t going to
cut it and B’s barely cut it. You worked
hard and got your homework done early.”

As a chemistry major at PC, Akoh
earned Big South Presidential Honor Roll

honors thanks to a 3.87 grade point aver-
age through his first two years of school
and cites PC’s strong academics as one of
his deciding factors to attend the school.
Akoh plans to work in physical therapy to
combine his interest in science and sport.

In the short-term, however, the sopho-
more has his sights set on different kinds
of goals. Specifically an 11-game schedule
and looming matchups against Furman,
Liberty and Coastal Carolina.

“Liberty and Coastal are the two best in
our league and I’m ready to get back at

them,” he said. “And Furman, we
should’ve had them last year. We want to
get them.”

Akoh will get his chance against Fur-
man under the lights on Saturday, Septem-
ber 13, a week after PC opens its home
schedule at night against Bluefield. 

Between academics and athletics, Akoh
might be the prototypical Presbyterian Col-
lege student-athlete.

“His best football is ahead of him,” said
Nichols. “We’re really expecting big things
out of him this year.”

By Ryan Real
For Pigskin Preview 2014

PC defensive end Ugonna Akoh

a leader on the field and off

Hey. come back here! PC defensive end Ugonna Akoh (93) makes a Gardner-Webb runningback go wide in 2013 Big South
Conference action at Bailey Memorial Stadium. After a redshirt freshman season, Akoh was a breakout star last season on a
Blue Hose defense much improved under coordinator Tommy Spangler. PC defenders held opponents to a touchdown less per
game than the season before, and Blue Hose opponents’ offensives had 75 fewer yards allowed per game.
- Photo by Vic MacDonald



The Clinton Chronicle Pigskin Preview 2014 • August 20, 201410 The Clinton Chronicle Pigskin Preview 2014 • August 20, 2014 15

PRESCRIPTIONS / HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

We accept all Medicare Part D plans, Medicaid, and 99%
of all other insurance plans including:

ZOSTAVAX (SHINGLES) VACCINE AVAILABLE
FLU VACCINATIONS AVAILABLE

Best of luck for a safe and healthy winning season!

• CVS/Caremark
• State Health Plan

• TriCare
• Medco

• Humana
• Silver Script & more!

216 S. Broad Street, Clinton, SC 29325
864-833-4000

sadlers@sadlerhughes.com  •  Visit us on Facebook!

Sodexo Catering Services is pleased to provide professional catering services
to PC and the surrounding community. From tail-gaiting to holiday foods, an

informal coffee break for a small gathering to an elaborate
reception for hundreds, we deliver the finest service and
highest-quality food to each event. Our experienced,
professional staff prides itself on the ability to offer the
widest range of catering services tailored to fit each and
every budget.

Please contact us to receive a copy of our catering menus
or to schedule an appointment. We would be glad to
come to your location to meet. We will be delighted to
custom-tailor a menu to fit your particular event and
budget. If you have any questions about our catering
menus or about creating customized menus, please feel
free to contact us and we will be happy to assist you.

Sodexo Catering Service

Jason Koenig
General Manager

864.833.8391

Ryan Bignon
Catering Manager

864.833.8391

www.presbydining.com

Presbyterian College, Sodexo

Winning is the second step;
wanting to win is the first.

Good luck on a winning season!

Clinton High, Presbyterian College,
Laurens District High and Laurens Acad-
emy all have football front and center start-
ing this Friday and, in the case of the Blue
Hose, Aug. 28 before a national TV audi-
ence.

Every Friday and Saturday between now
and Nov. 15 will see football fever in Lau-
rens County. One Thursday night - the Aug.
28 PC at Northern Illinois game on ESPN 3
- will be set aside for football, as well,
along with JV and middle school games.

Clinton High will compete in Class
AAA Region 3 along with Broome,
Chester, Lancaster, South Pointe and Union
County.

For the first time, all CHS football
games will be streamed live on the internet,
instead of being broadcast on WPCC-AM
radio, which has closed.

Laurens District High School will com-
pete in Class AAAA Region 1 with Easley,
Greenville, Greenwood, Hillcrest, TL
Hanna, Westside and Woodmont.

Chris Liner comes over from Ninety Six
as head coach of the Raiders.

Laurens Academy’s 8-man SCISA Re-
gion 1 will have Carolina Academy,
Clarendon Hall, Francis Hugh Wardlaw,
Greenwood Christian, Jefferson Davis,
Northside Christian, Richard Winn and
WW King Academy.

Todd Kirk returns to the football helm as
head coach of the Crusaders.

Presbyterian College will compete with
five others in the Big South for a berth in
the NCAA Bowl Championship Subdivi-
sion national championship. Coastal Car-
olina is pre-season pick to win the Big
South, and enter into the mix for a NCAA
national championship.

The Blue Hose will play their first night
games since 1990 when they host Sept. 6
against Bluefield College and Sept. 13
against Furman University of the Southern
Conference.

For now, the rest of the PC home sched-
ule is daytime games, including the Oct. 25
Homecoming game against Big South new-
comer Monmouth.

Also, every other Friday starting Aug.
29, the Laurens County Chamber of Com-
merce has Touchdown Club lunch meetings
set for noon at Lakeside Country Club.

Local coaches will provide updates on
their teams, and introduce standout players,
along with guest speakers chosen with the
assistance of the Laurens County Legends.

These are key dates for Laurens County
football season:

Aug. 22 - Clinton plays at AC Flora
(West Columbia); Laurens Academy plays
at home against Coastal Christian.

Aug. 28 - Presbyterian plays at Northern
Illinois, in DeKalb, Ill., 7 p.m. on ESPN 3.

Aug. 29 - Clinton plays at Greer; Lau-
rens plays host to Belton-Honea Path; Lau-
rens Academy plays at Faith Christian.

Sept. 5 - Clinton plays at Newberry;
Laurens has a bye; Laurens Academy plays
host to Richard Winn.

Sept. 6 - PC plays host to Bluefield Col-
lege, 7 p.m.

Sept. 12 - Clinton plays host to
Woodruff; Laurens plays at Mauldin; Lau-
rens Academy plays host to Clarendon
Hall.

Sept. 13 - PC plays host to Furman, 7
p.m.

Sept. 19 - Clinton plays host to Laurens;
Laurens Academy plays at Jefferson Davis.

Sept. 20 - PC plays at NC State, Raleigh;
Sept. 26 - Clinton has a bye; Laurens

plays at Easley; Laurens Academy plays
host to Andrew Jackson.

Sept. 27 - PC has a bye.
Oct. 3 - Clinton plays host to Broome

(homecoming); Laurens plays host to
Woodmont; Laurens Academy has a bye.

Oct. 4 - PC plays host to Western Car-
olina, 2 p.m.

Oct. 10 - Clinton plays at Lancaster;
Laurens plays at Hanna; Laurens Academy
plays at WW King.

Oct. 11 - PC plays host to Coastal Car-
olina (No. 1 Big South pre-season), 2 p.m.

Oct. 17 - Clinton plays host to Union
County; Laurens plays at Hillcrest; Laurens
Academy plays host to Carolina Academy.

Oct. 18 - PC plays at Charleston South-
ern.

Oct. 24 - Clinton plays at Chester (this is
the 1,000th varsity football game in Red
Devil history); Laurens plays host to West-
side; Laurens Academy plays at Wardlaw
Academy.

Oct. 25 - PC plays host to Monmouth, 2
p.m.

Oct. 31 (Halloween) - Clinton plays host
to South Pointe; Laurens plays at
Greenville; Laurens Academy plays at
Greenwood Christian.

Nov. 1 - PC plays host to Liberty, 2 p.m.
Nov. 7 - Laurens plays host to Green-

wood.
Nov. 8 - PC plays at Mississippi, Ox-

ford, Miss.
Nov. 15 - PC plays at Gardner-Webb,

Boiling Springs, NC (1:30 p.m. - the final
home game for former Clinton High star
and potential NFL draft pick Kenny Cook,
wide receiver).

**Clinton, Laurens and Laurens Acad-
emy games start at 7:30 p.m.

By Vic MacDonald
For Pigskin Preview 2014

Clinton, LDHS, Laurens Academy, PC
Lights are ready to shine on Friday and Saturday nights in Laurens County

Above, the Laurens Academy Crusaders are ready to challenge for the SCISA 8-man
Football State Championship as Todd Kirk returns to the helm as football head coach.
Below, Hezekiah Simpson (44), in 2013 action against Woodruff, will be the heart and
soul of the Clinton Red Devil defense that has returning players with experience at
every position.
- Above, Laurens Academy photo; below, photo by Fletcher Pruitt Jr.
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we’re on your team.
Visit a location near you in Laurens County

Clinton Office
24543 Highway 76 East

Clinton, SC 29325

Laurens Office
1307 West Main Street

Laurens, SC 29360

foundersfcu.com • 1-800-845-1614

NOT A FOUNDERS MEMBER? 
Visit RelaxJoinFounders.com to determine if you qualify for membership.

Federally insured by NCUA.

relax...SM

LANGSTON PLACE
939 Springdale Drive
Clinton, SC 29325
(864) 833-0338
www.enlivant.com

Every resident is unique. At Langston Place, we
develop individual care plans to meet the needs of
each resident in a warm, lively environment.

A Place for
Personalized Care

Services
Assistance with daily needs
Individualized care plans
Onsite registered nurse
Staff onsite 24 hours/day
Emergency response
Rehabilitation services
Home visit program
Housekeeping and laundry
Apartment maintenance and repairs
On-site rehabilitation services
Three meals and snacks every day
Individualized meal plans
Dietician-supervised menu
Room service for meals
Activities and programs
Pet-friendly community
Family visit program
Family nights
Beautician
Transportation services
Transportation to medical appointments
Transportation to outdoor activities

Good luck on a winning season!
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312 Springdale Drive, Clinton 
864.833.0006

233 Hillcrest Drive, Laurens
864.681.2005

864-872-2397  •  801 Musgrove Street, Clinton, SC 29325  •  www.preshomesc.org

1.  Care for each resident the way you would want your family members to be cared for.
2.  Remember we are guests in the residents’ home and have the privilege to work in their home each day.
3.  Always respect the privacy, opinions and choices of all residents.
4.  Take time to listen to all resident concerns and treat each 

concern with compassion and importance.
5.  Be a good listener and communicate honestly and clearly to

others, including all residents, family members and co-workers. 
6.  Always smile and welcome everyone you come in contact with.
7.  Be a problem solver by taking ownership of issues and finding 

solutions.
8.  Keep all residents safe, secure, and free of harm at all times.
9.  Go above and beyond each day by giving more care than 

expected.
10.  Always have a positive attitude towards all residents, family 

members, and co-workers.

Call 939-0590 today to schedule your discovery visit

At the Clinton Presbyterian Community care is our highest priority

Each employee lives by our 10 Commandments of Care
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