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To all current soldiers and those 
who have served so bravely, 

Thank You
for your courage and sacrifice. 

It will not be forgotten.

–– TThhee TToowwnn ooff GGrraayy CCoouurrtt,, SSCC

Experience Does Matter...
Excellence in Gastrointestinal Healthcare

103 Liner Drive, Professional Park, Greenwood

864-227-3636 |  864-227-3838
www.digestivediseasegroup.com

We are Board Certified
Gastroenterologists provid-
ing exceptional care in the
diagnosis, treatment and
prevention of digestive
system diseases.

We are the only Lakeland’s
area licensed and accredited
Gl outpatient facility. The
Greenwood Endoscopy
Center offers a safe, com-
fortable, easily accessible
environment for
Colonoscopy and Upper

Endoscopy at about one-
fourth the cost of a tradi-
tional hospital outpatient
setting. Over 11,000 proce-
dures performed last year!

We believe our community
and surrounding areas de-
serve the best - make sure
you ask your physician for a
referral to Digestive Disease
Group for your screening or
diagnostic colonoscopy,
upper endoscopy or other
Gl related care!

Whether it was our grandfathers,
fathers, uncles, mothers, aunts, or
friends, their dedication paved the
way for our freedom. We’re taking
this opportunity to say Thank You.

Service
and 

Sacrifice
Remember Those Who Have Served



The Clinton Chronicle Salute to Veterans 201318 -Section 2 The Clinton Chronicle Salute to Veterans 2013 Section 2- 3

In the days before the Korean
War through The Cold War, won by
President Ronald Reagan and even
today, a thin “red line” at the top of
the globe separated the United
States from a powerful adversary.
From 1950 to 1955 Bill Thomas

of Clinton was part of the “red
line,” flying radar in jets painted
red on their noses and red on their
tails.
Red, as a distinctive “fighting”

color? No. Red so the aircraft could
be seen if it crashed on the polar
ice caps.
Thomas was part of the first-ever

crews that manned radar mounted
on jet aircraft. WWII “fly boys” got
back into the skies, “behind the
stick” of the world’s newest avia-
tion technology.
Guys like Bill Thomas went

along for the ride. 
They patrolled the airspace

north of Canada, flying from New-
foundland and Greenland, check-
ing out the “unidentified objects”
found by ground radar.
After his military deployment,

Thomas found his way into the nu-
clear energy field, but not as a sci-
entist. He discovered a gift for

managing people - “I trained in en-
gineering,” he said, “but I found I
was better with people, so I moved
into management.”
When Thomas retired, the nu-

clear facility for which he was the
top manager had 3,900 employees
and a budget of $500 million.
“The nuclear plant where I was

manager had more acres of roof

than was on our farm,” said
Thomas, who grew up on a small
farm near Orangeburg.
Now that he’s retired, and enter-

ing his 80s, Thomas can indulge a
passion for being on stage. He has
been seen in about 15 productions
of Laurens County Community
Theater.
He is bouncing back from his

life’s biggest challenge - the death
of his wife of 57 years, Bernie, Jan-
uary a year ago. They married
while Thomas was in the Air Force.
He stays busy following retire-

ment in 1989 working on optics in
son, Dr. Gill Thomas’ shop. “I did
his optics for 15-17 years. I’m help-
ing him now a little bit,” he said.
His wide-ranging professional

career started in electronics school
in Biloxi, Mississippi. Out of spe-
cialized training, he became one of
the first “radar observers” in the
U.S. Air Force.
At this time, the Air Force had

“ground radar,” but its findings
could not be verified by “eyes in the
sky” until technology evolved and
airmen to ride along in new-fangled
jets were trained.
Thomas got his rating and com-

mission in six months at Waco,
Texas, and was transferred to Tin-
dal AFB in Florida. That’s when he
went from flying in B-25s to F94
jets.
More training followed at Otis

AFB, Massachusetts, then it was
on to Goose Bay, Labrador.
Eventually, the flight crews

wound up in Greenland, where
they had to train for three months
in constant darkness.
“We had to get the regulations

changed,” Thomas said, “because
there was no daytime flying.”
After flying missions at “the top

of the world,” Thomas settled in at
Langley AFB, Virginia, having
honed his “people skills” with three
years as an Air Force officer.
“Our mission,” he said, “was to

identify anything that came into
America territory. Until we identi-
fied it, it was classified as ‘uniden-
tified’. This was a time of tensions
with Russia. We had to be airborne
within five minutes of an alert.”
The threat was this: Russian air-

craft possibly with nuclear capabil-
ity could fly over the North Pole
and bomb targets in Canada. With
the Canadian Air Force occupied,
another flying fleet would make its
way to targets in the mainland
United States.
Remember, when Thomas en-

tered the U.S. Air Force in 1950, it
was just nine years after Pearl Har-
bor.
“By the time we got into the air-

plane we had to be strapped in, no
matter the weather,” Thomas said.
“If we couldn’t get back we just had
to find a place to land.”
Even on the ice.
The crews could fly above

55,000 feet.
One time ground radar picked

up something at 20,000 feet mak-
ing seven knots, and Thomas’s
crew took off to identify the “UFO”.
It turned out to be a reflection - a
dog sled on the ice below had its
image bouncing off low clouds in
just the right way to get picked up
by radar.
Another time, at Goose Bay,

ground radar picked up an image,
and the Number 1 crew was
scrambled. They looked for it until
fuel got low, then the Number 2
crew - Thomas’s crew - was scram-
bled.
Now, things were getting dicey. It

was starting to look like a UFO -
until the flying radar could verify
what the ground radar was picking
up, the image was classified
“unidentified flying object”.
It turned out the image was a

single lightbulb in an Eskimo vil-
lage, and the weather conditions
were “just right” so that it ap-
peared the image was traveling
“away from” the intercepting jets at
400 mph.
“This was the first class of radar

observers, and I was in a leader-
ship position - first lieutenant chief
radar officer,” Thomas said. “I was
23 years old, commanding a crew
of 50 (pilots and observers). The
radar was not very advanced, it
was still vacuum tube.”
There was another challenge for

Bill Thomas-Air Force

Post-WWII air duty. Bill
Thomas, left (identified as
“Tom” on his jacket), and Don
Schipke wear their flight jack-
ets in this 1950s-era photo
taken while the men were as-
signed to the 59th Fighter In-
terceptor Squadron.  

Thomas, Page 18

By Vic MacDonald
For Vet Salute 2013

What Thomas’ squadron flew. The 59th Fighter Interceptor
Squadron flew this aircraft in 1952-53, based out of Goose
Bay, Labrador. The nose and tail were painted so the aircraft
could be spotted if it crashed on ice at the “top of the world”.
- Photos in album of Fritz Adams at
picasweb.google.com/59thfis

Greatest Generation World War
II veteran Ned O. Vincent remem-
bered:
My father, Ned O. Vincent, died

June 3, 2013 at age 90. He was a
proud World War II veteran who
saw a lot of death when he served,
but cherished his years of service.
Ned O. Vincent, my father, told

me he’d never see “Saving Private
Ryan” because he saw much of
what it depicted and briefly de-
scribed one thing- but he would
never talk about that. That is just
how he served.
He served and was especially

proud because his generation had
rid the world of Adolf Hitler and
Hitler’s barbarity. When 9/11 oc-
curred I sensed he was shell-
shocked because he thought this
kind of brutality and mercilessness
was largely put to rest by the
Greatest Generation.
I salute him and cherish his

memory and the memory of all
those of the Greatest Generation
and all American generations who
either made the ultimate sacrifice
or were ready to make it, and are
ready to make it in order to make
and keep America what it became
and is and will be.
My father had a single message

for today’s generation of young
people, love your country and
stand behind it.

The men who fought in WW II
were united by a common purpose,
but also by common values, love of
family and country, and above all,
responsibility for oneself.
June 3, 2013 marked Ned O.

Vincent’s final roll call with us, and
as General Douglas MacArthur
said: “Duty, Honor, Country”-these
three hallowed words reverently
dictate what you ought to be, what
you can be, what you will be. They
are your rallying point to build
courage when courage seems to
fail, to regain faith when there
seems to be little cause for faith, to
create hope when hope becomes
forlorn.
Dad: I may shed a tear but I will

also break into a smile. You leave
us blessed. Go in peace.

Remembering a father
By Gary Vincent
For Vet Salute 2013

a commanding officer. “You put a
WWII pilot in a jet - he’s going to
tear something up.”
Finally, air sickness got the best

of Thomas. Flying in a straight line,
tracking an object - he was fine.
When the pilot decided from

thousands of feet up to “check out”
a battle group of destroyers on the
sea below, not so much.
“Any kind of acrobatics,” Thomas

said, that would get him. It didn’t
get any better when one “fly boy” de-
cided to fly under a bridge. “You put
a 21-year-old into an airplane,
they’re going to do something with
it,” Thomas said.
When the Air Force decided to

send 60 officers on 30 planes to
Goose Bay, all on the same day -
perhaps it was inevitable that they
would get thrown out of the Officers’
Club the same night.
“The officer that ran the club had

10 Commandments,” Thomas said.
“The 10th Commandment was ‘no
singing in the bar.’ So we were all in
there, singing, and somebody went
and woke him up. He came in and
gave us the lecture, and when he
finished we sang ‘For He’s a Jolly
Good Fellow.’ 
“We were put out of the club right

then. Our commander calmly fin-
ished his drink, and threw the glass
against the wall. He told the officer,
‘You will never see another one of
my men in here ever again (it was to
be a year’s deployment, and this
was the first night).
“The officer eventually relented.”
After military service, Thomas re-

turned to college - the University of
South Carolina in business. He
switched to mechanical engineering,
graduated in 1958 and worked for
Union Carbide and Martin Marietta
at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and
Paduka, Kentucky.
By 1990, he was in Clinton, SC.

Thomas, From Page 3

Thomas

Send-offs and welcomes in
Columbia and Washington,
D.C., for WWII, Korea-era and
Vietnam veterans attending
Honor Flights include fami-
lies, friends and other well-
wishers, military bands, and
law enforcement and military
personnel offers salutes. Bill
Thomas, right, of Clinton,
took the Honor Flight April
17, and photos from all the
SC Honor Flight missions are
posted on-line. 
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They don’t have them any more -
and people of a certain age around
Laurens most likely regret it - but
Charlie Little’s ‘possum dinners
still live on.
The late Mr. Little used to love to

have friends around, feed them, of
course, and tell them stories. In his
formal correspondences about his
dinners, “Mr. Charlie” - one of his
many nicknames - referred to the
served-for-dinner “guests” as o’pos-
sums.
A child of The Great Depression,

Little was among millions of Ameri-
can men who became part of what
we now know as The Greatest Gen-
eration.
For three years, Little had one of

the most dangerous jobs in U.S.
military history - he was a gunner
on the Army Air Corps’ B-24.
A waist gunner, Little served

from Nov. 4, 1942 to Nov. 1, 1945,
during “a break” in his studies at
Berea College and later at Auburn
University. He wound up with a
bachelors degree and a masters de-
gree, and was just a couple hours
short of his doctorate.
“He always blamed me (for not

finishing the Ph.D.),” son Mike Lit-
tle said. “I was three years old, and
he used to say I started eating too
much, so he had to get a job.
“He was lacking one chemistry

course and something else, and he
hated chemistry. He never said it,

but I think that’s the reason.”
The oldest of eight children on a

farm in Alabama, Charlie Little was
driven to never have his wife and
children return to that “hard-
scrabble” Depression-era life, Mike
said.
Learning poultry science, Charlie

Little eventually founded a busi-
ness, AMT (Agricultural Manufac-
turing & Textiles Inc.), in Laurens.
The international business today

markets and sells egg belt, curtain
material and other merchandise to
the poultry industry in the U.S.,
Canada and other countries.
The business is one of the rea-

sons Charlie Little also was known
as “Chicken Little.” His other nick-
names were Junior (although he
was not a junior), Dewey, Charles,

Charles D., Tiny (his military
name, because of his height, broad
shoulders, and massive arms and
hands), Mr. Charlie, C.D., Dad and
Daddy.
His daughter, Pat Little Adam-

son, recalls a man who was “full of
life, a storyteller, with big laughter
- he was boisterous,” in stark con-
trast to his wife, Emogene Jones
Little, now a resident of Martha
Franks Baptist Retirement Com-
munity in Laurens.
The quiet Mrs. Little retired in

1991 as vice-president of AMT after
16 years service. She and “Dewey”
were married 56 years before he
died in 2002. Every member of
Charlie Little’s immediate family -
he and Emogene had three chil-
dren, Mike, Patricia, and Frank
Blanton Little (deceased) - has
worked or now works at AMT, on
Stagecoach Road, Laurens. Mike
and Susan Little have three chil-
dren and four grandchildren.
Mike Little today runs the family

business, founded in 1975 and
honored three times as one of
South Carolina’s 25 fastest growing
businesses (most recently
Greenville Business Magazine, De-
cember 2012, ranked #15 of 25
companies).
Her dad “had a way with young

people, children and, really, people
from all walks of life,” daughter Pat
said. “Maybe that’s because he
used to have nothing. He was a

smart man, a smart businessman.”
Once the family business was

successful, Charlie Little had no
qualms about traveling, Pat said,
and stayed in touch with Army Air
Corps buddies. In WWII, he flew
out of Italy.
Little served as waist gunner in

a B-24 Bomber, named for Raigh
Smoak Johnson, of Charleston,
with a flight crew stationed in
Cerignola, Italy.
His 1945 flight crew included

men from New Jersey, New York,
Ohio, North Carolina, Alabama,
Arkansas, Vermont and Massachu-
setts. 
“To Daddy,” Pat said, “the world

was a small place. He loved to
travel. He thought nothing of get-
ting in the car and going some-
where.”
He had no reservations about

flying, even though the B-24 in
which he flew in WWII engaged in
dog-fights and bombing runs. 
Mike Little, who has traveled to

Italy and on other foreign “trade
missions” for the family business,
said his dad was “a real Southern
character” and “very intelligent.”
Interviewed a day after Father’s

Day, Mike said of his dad, “He gave
us a good outline (for business and
life). I give him all the credit.”

Charles Little - Air Corps

Emogene Little put together this framed collection of U.S. Army Air Corp mementoes
for her late husband, Charles Dewey Little. The collection includes photos, a com-
mendation certificate, and insignias, decorations and citations including the Air
Medal, European Theater Ribbon, three Bronze Stars, four Battle Stars, and one
Oak Leaf Cluster. Little served in the Air Corps from Nov. 1942 to Nov. 1945.

By Vic MacDonald
For Vet Salute 2013

As the nation’s National Guard
units have been deployed overseas
continually since the early 2000s, it
is easy to overlook a time in the na-
tion’s history when these “Minute-
men” were assigned to keep the
peace at home.
When Civil Rights and Vietnam

War protests were rampant in the
United States, it was the National
Guard that was called upon in an
attempt to ensure “domestic tran-
quility.”
It was the National Guard often

called upon to fly into the face of
danger, rescuing people from hurri-
canes and floods, as well.
Robin Morse, Clinton’s Director

of Public Safety, never deployed to
Vietnam, and never had to use his
military training to quell a riot; but
he and fellow National Guardsmen
trained - all the time - in tactics to
confront rioters and looters.
Morse also reconstructed tanks

headed to Vietnam and worked on
all manner of motor vehicles in
support of the war effort. He served
in the Army National Guard, based
in Clinton, from 1971 to 77, getting
his mom and dad to sign him up at
age 17 living in Cross Hill.
He knew at that age he wanted a

career in law enforcement, but he
had to be 21 to work for a police
department or Sheriff’s Office.
Morse’s first job in law enforcement
was with the Laurens County Sher-
iff’s Office; he also has served as
Chief of Police in Laurens.
“I knew what I wanted to do com-

ing out of high school,” Morse said.
At that time, the United States was
drafting high school-age young men
into military service; Morse said
signing up for the National Guard
was seen as being a “draft dodger.”
“That’s not the reason I did it (to

avoid being drafted),” Morse said. “I
wanted to serve.”
His dad, Tilman Morse, was an

Army Air Corps serviceman who
handled stateside training for flight
crews in WWII. His son, Eric, now
serves with Laurens District 55
High School JROTC.
Last week, Eric attended a lead-

ership-development event at The
Citadel, the military college of
South Carolina, located in
Charleston. Robin Morse expects
his son to return home with a
clearer idea of his military options.
Eric has a busy summer ahead,

including the national Boy Scouts
Jamboree, and two more years at
LDHS serving with JROTC, the
Beta Club and student government.
Eric also will work toward his

Eagle Scout status. He was one of
less than 200 Scouts nationwide to
receive a prestigious God and
Country Badge, completing a four-
part requirement, his mom Barbara
said, proudly. She and Robin have
been married 27 years, after meet-
ing on a blind date.
To qualify for The Citadel pro-

gram, the younger Morse had to
pass extensive PT, aided by the fact
that Eric is an avid bicycle rider.
“We had to take him and leave

him. We couldn’t even help him
with his gear. There were drill in-
structors there,” Robin Morse said.
“It was like I remembered arriving
at Fort Dix.”
Robin Morse “went for it” at age

21 when he was eligible for a law

enforcement career. Six years later
he had an associates degree; 10
years after that he earned a bache-
lors. Morse also spent 11 weeks
studying at the FBI Academy.
His law enforcement and Na-

tional Guard service overlapped.
Morse joined the Laurens County
Sheriff’s Office on Dec. 13, 1974 -
“it was a Friday,” he recalled - and
he left Guard service in 1977.
He says he wishes he had stayed

in.
“Today, we see the Guard over-

seas fighting,” Morse said, “but in
its history the National Guard was
the true ‘Minutemen’ (volunteer
Revolutionary War soldiers ‘ready
in a minute’ to fight the British).
This was the nation’s original mili-
tary.
“The National Guard is very im-

portant.”
Morse remembers going to train-

ing at Fort Dix, New Jersey; and
when the “regular army” guys left,
the National Guardsmen stayed be-
hind - for riot training.
These were the days not far re-

moved from the Birmingham, Ala-
bama, racial unrest, and the Little
Rock, Arkansas, school integration

controversy.
“When you had a riot,” Morse

said, “the National Guard was gen-
erally sent at that time to work with
local law enforcement. They gave us
a gas mask and a long stick. They
taught us the formations - the V,
diamond - and you took half-steps.”
The Guard responded to natural

disasters, too - and still does. “They
help local law enforcement main-
tain order in times of chaos,” Morse
said. “They have a national and a
local role.”
Morse said the Clinton Guard

unit where he served was “very for-
tunate, we were never sent to a riot
or overseas.” But they were sent to
“Camp Swampy,” the Guardsmen’s
name for Fort Stewart, Georgia.
Today, he said, the role of the

Guard has been extended to de-
ployments in Iraq and Afghanistan,
as part of the all-volunteer Army,
protection and enforcement at the
U.S.-Mexican border, and in sup-
port of Homeland Security.
“I enjoyed my time in the Guard,”

Morse said. “It taught me disci-
pline. Law enforcement is sort of a
military-oriented profession.” 

Robin Morse-National Guard

Three generations of “Morse men” have served and are in service to the nation. Tilman Morse,
left, was in the Army Air Corps in World War II. He was not deployed overseas and remained
stateside as a trainer for crews on bombers. Robin Morse, center, now director of the Clinton
Department of Public Safety and former Laurens Chief of Police, served in the Army National
Guard during the Vietnam-era. He was not active duty Army and did not go to Vietnam; his
stateside training included riot control, a National Guard duty during the turbulent Civil Rights
and Vietnam War protests of the 1960s and 70s. Eric Morse, right, Robin and Barbara Morse’s
son, serves in Navy JROTC at Laurens District 55 High School, and last week attended a lead-
ership camp at The Citadel. - Photos courtesy Robin and Barbara Morse

By Vic MacDonald
For Vet Salute 2013

Charles Dewey “Tiny” Little, age 22, at
Advanced Bombadier School, Childress,
Texas

Flight crew for B-24 flying out of Carignola, Italy, in 1945
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101 S Broad St. & 12774 Hwy. 56 N, Clinton • 105 Fleming St. & 917 E Main St. (Inside Walmart), Laurens • 890 N Main St., Woodruff

We give thanks to every man and woman
who served to ensure our freedom.

IT’S A GOOD TIME FOR 
THE GREAT TASTE®

Buy One
GET ONE FREE*

McFlurry
Valid at Clinton, Laurens, and Woodruff locations and all participating McDonald’s. Please present coupon
before ordering. Not valid with any other coupon or discount offer. *Must be equal or lesser value.
Coupon Expires 07/31/13.

Valid at Clinton, Laurens, and Woodruff locations and all participating McDonald’s. Please present coupon
before ordering. Not valid with any other coupon or discount offer. *Must be equal or lesser value.
Coupon Expires 07/31/13.

Valid at Clinton, Laurens, and Woodruff locations and all participating McDonald’s. Please present coupon
before ordering. Not valid with any other coupon or discount offer. *Must be equal or lesser value.
Coupon Expires 07/31/13.

Valid at Clinton, Laurens, and Woodruff locations and all participating McDonald’s. Please present coupon
before ordering. Not valid with any other coupon or discount offer. *Must be equal or lesser value.
Coupon Expires 07/31/13.

Buy One
GET ONE FREE*

Big Breakfast w/Hotcakes

Buy One
GET ONE FREE*

Big Mac or Quarter Pounder

Buy One
GET ONE FREE*

Southern Style Chicken
Sandwich or Biscuit

IT’S A GOOD TIME FOR 
THE GREAT TASTE®

IT’S A GOOD TIME FOR 
THE GREAT TASTE®

IT’S A GOOD TIME FOR 
THE GREAT TASTE®

Pinelawn
Memory Gardens

For more information, please contact Barry
Whitman at 864-833-3413.

A salute to
all veterans.
ThankYou!

Veterans Garden
The veterans garden features three tablets of
Indonesian Black Granite to honor our veterans
of present and past wars along with the
United States flag and State flag. One free
pre-need grave space will be given to each
honorably discharged veteran along with
their names being engraved in the Wall of
Honor.

One year payment on other grave spaces
with no interest.
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Mark N. Willis
House Representative District 16

SC House of Representatives
326-B Blatt Bldg.�Columbia, 29201

Phone: (803) 212-6882

201 Quillen Avenue, Fountain Inn, SC 29644
Phone: (864) 862-6179

HONORING
ALL

WHO SERVED
Thank you for serving our country

and protecting our freedoms!

“Forgotten” no more.
Korean War-era veterans now

are included on the Honor Flight,
a special program for the nation’s
vets to receive transportation to
Washington, D.C., to see war me-
morials and to be honored by a
grateful United States.
For many years, Korea was

known as “the forgotten war.”
Spaced between WWII, and its
“Greatest Generation” reputation,
and the civil unrest caused in the
nation by the Vietnam War and its
protestors, the Korean conflict
was “forgotten” by many. But not
by the men who fought there, and
the families who knew of their
sacrifices.
Korea-era veteran Bill Thomas,

of Clinton, was among the first
veterans of his time - he served in
the Air Force, 1950-55 - to be eli-
gible to go on the Honor Flight.
The Honor Flight program had

been dedicated to WWII veterans,
but with so many of that time
reaching old age or dying, the pro-
gram was expanded to Korean-era
veterans.
“It’s really worth doing,”

Thomas said, of the flight from
South Carolina to the nation’s
capital.
“They do a great job with that

(honoring the nation’s veterans).”
Thomas said there are about

1,500 photos at an Honor Flight
Internet site from the flight he
went on in April out of Columbia.
His daughter made him a CD of
about 50 photos in which he ap-
pears.
Thomas, a widower, has three

children, five grandchildren and
three great-granddaughters.
In Washington, D.C., the veter-

ans received a water cannon
salute and had arranged tours of
the WWII and Korean monuments
in addition to the Iwo Jima and
the Air Force monuments.
They saw the changing of the

guard at Arlington National Ceme-
tery.
Thomas said about 70 Korea-

era veterans and 20 WWII veter-
ans made the trip. “They had a
guardian for each veteran,” he
said. “In my case (because he
could get around on his own), a
guardian for every two veterans.”
It is a $50,000 expense to put

on the Honor Flight, Thomas said.
He was on the 16th flight to go
out of South Carolina.
Upon their return, Thomas said

the veterans were expecting to de-
plane and go straight home. They

had another surprise.
“We got back to the Columbia

airport. We left the plane to-
gether,” he said. “There about 20
Highway Patrol officers there to
salute us, a band and 300-400
people there, clapping and wish-
ing us well.”
“Honor Flight Network is our

way of paying a small tribute to
those who gave so much - a mem-
orable, safe and rewarding Tour of
Honor,” said the Honor Flight
website,
Honor Flight Network is a fed-

eral nonprofit 501(c) 3 organiza-
tion; tax deductible donations can
be made on-line.
Organizations also can sponsor

entire flights. Chairman of Honor
Flight is Jim McLaughlin; he can
be reached at chairman@honor-
flight.org..
The first flight was staged in

May 2005. World War II veterans

got first priority because, accord-
ing to Veterans Administration es-
timates, 640 WWII veterans die
each day throughout the nation.
The Honor Flight Network was

originated by Earl Morse, a physi-
cian assistant and retired Air
Force captain. He wanted to honor
veterans for whom he had been
providing care for 27 years.
On Sept. 24, 2007, Honor Air

out of Hendersonville and Hender-
son County, N.C., marked the first
city and county to fly 100 percent
of their WWII veterans to their
monuments.
Through the end of 2012, the

network has transported more
than 98,500 veterans to Washing-
ton, D.C., to see their monu-
ments.
(The mailing address for dona-

tions is Honor Flight, Inc., attn:
Diane Gresse, 300 E. Auburn Ave.,
Springfield, OH 45506.)

Thomas one of first Korean vets to take Honor Flight

“We can’t all be heroes.
Some of us have to stand
on the curb and clap as
they go by.” - American

humorist Will Rogers,
quoted on

www.honorflight.org 

By Vic MacDonald
For Vet Salute 2013

Bill Thomas, of Clinton, joined WWII and Korea-era veterans April 17 on the South Carolina
Honor Flight to Washington, D.C. A national organization with chapters in most states, Honor
Flight started as a way to get WWII - The Greatest Generation - veterans to see the nation’s war
memorials. As more WWII veterans have died, eligibility for the flights has been extended to
veterans serving in the Korea and Vietnam wars, and in military service during those eras. -
Photos by Perry B. McLeod, South Carolina Honor Flight
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IN HONOR OF THE BRAVE

Laurens County Council and the Laurens
County Governmental Offices salute all
men and women who have served so
bravely. We are grateful for the sacrifices
made for our freedom.

We take this opportunity to thank those who contributed to the greatness of our country.

Distribution Center 6014 | 1050 Vern Cora Road | Laurens, SC 29360
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Source:
American Legion Auxiliary

In the WWI battlefields of
Belgium, poppies grew wild
amid the ravaged landscape.
How could such a pretty

flower grow wild while sur-
rounded by death and de-
struction? The overturned
soils of battle enabled the
poppy seeds to be covered,
thus allowing them to grow
and to forever serve as a re-
minder of the bloodshed dur-
ing that and future wars.
In 1921, the American Le-

gion Auxiliary adopted the
poppy as the organization’s
memorial flower and pledged
its use to benefit our service-
men and their families.
Today, the poppy contin-

ues to provide a financial and
therapeutic benefit to those
hospitalized and disabled
veterans who construct
them, as well as benefiting
thousands of other veterans
and their families.
Our continued support of

the poppy program is an es-
sential resource not only for
those veterans making the
poppies, but all efforts sup-
ported by the use of poppy
funds.
Millions of poppies are dis-

tributed throughout America
on a Saturday prior to Memo-
rial Day. All the money col-
lected is funneled back into
various rehabilitation pro-
grams of the nation’s service
organizations.
The poppy now is generally

accepted as a symbol of re-
membrance in America, re-
placing the evergreen of the
first Memorial Day.

Symbolism of the Poppy
The red petals stand for the
vast outpouring of blood;

the yellow and black center,
the mud and desolation of all

battlefields;
The green of the stem is

symbolic of the forests,
meadows and fields where
generations of Americans

have perished to make this
land free.

The stem represents the
courage and determination of

our fallen warriors.

The assembled product, a
flower, is a symbol of

Resurrection, which is sure
to follow.

In Flanders Fields
by John McCrae, May 1915

In Flanders fields the
poppies blow

Between the crosses; row
on row,

That mark our place; and
in the sky

The larks, still bravely

singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the

guns below.

We are the Dead.
Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw
sunset glow,

Loved and were loved, and
now we lie

In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with
the foe:

To you from failing hands
we throw

The torch; be yours to hold
it high.

If ye break faith with us
who die

We shall not sleep, though
poppies grow

In Flanders fields.

Inspired by the death of Lt.
Alexis Helmer, 1st Brigade
Canadian Field Artillery, May
2, 1915, brigade doctor and
artillery commander Major
John McCrae penned the
draft of “In Flanders Fields”.
McCrae conducted the burial
service for his friend, Lt.
Helmer, because the brigade
chaplain had been called
away. 
American teacher, “The

Poppy Lady,” Moina Belle
Michael, wrote a response to
“In Flanders Fields”. She and
“The French Poppy Lady,”
Madame Anna Guerin, en-
couraged others to use the
red Flanders poppy as a re-
membrance.

Source:
www.greatwar.co.uk/poems

Poppies in remembrance

Red, to remember. In October/November, prior to Veterans
Day, the Veterans of Foreign Wars and Auxiliaries distribute
the Buddy Poppy in remembrance of sacrifice by servicemen
and women, and their families. The American Legion Auxiliary
distributes the red Flanders poppy prior to Memorial Day for
remembrance, and to raise funds for veterans’ rehabilitation
services. - File photo

Milo Adamson, a 2012 Laurens County Hall of Heroes in-
ductee and resident of Martha Franks Baptist Retirement
Community, Laurens, has his photo taken with Miss South
Carolina and Laurens native Ali Rogers at last September’s in-
duction ceremony. The 2013 Hall of Heroes induction will be
Saturday, Sept. 21, 4 p.m. at Laurens District 55 High School.

At the 2012 Laurens County
Hall of Heroes induction, The
POW/MIA Table was set up. A
portion of the ceremony at every
military dining in or dining out
event honor the unaccounted for
soldiers says, in part:
“They are unable to be with us

this evening and so we remember
them.
“The table is round - to show

our everlasting concern for our
missing men and women. Re-
member.
“This table set for one is small

... it symbolizes the frailty of one
prisoner against his oppressors.
Remember.
“The table cloth is white ... it

symbolizes the purity of their in-
tentions to respond to their
county’s call to arms. Remember.
“The single rose displayed in a

vase reminds us of the families
and loved one of our comrades in
arms who keep faith awaiting
their return. Remember.
“The red ribbon tied so promi-

nently on the vase is reminiscent

of the red ribbon worn on the
lapel and breasts of thousands
who bear witness to their un-
yielding determination to demand
a proper accounting for our miss-
ing. Remember.
“A slice of lemon is on the

bread late ... to remind us of their
bitter fate. Remember.
“There is salt upon the bread

plate ... symbolic of the family’s
tears as they wait. Remember.
“The Bible represents the

strength gained through faith to
sustain those lost from our coun-
try, founded as one nation under
God. Remember.
“The glass is inverted ... they

cannot toast with us tonight. Re-
member.
“The candle is reminiscent of

the light of hope which lives in
our hearts to illuminated their
way home, away from their cap-
tors, to the open arms of a grate-
ful nation. Remember.
“The chair is empty ... they are

not here. Remember.”

With reverence. Costell Little, chaplain of VFW Post #5932 and
a 2012 Laurens County Hall of Heroes inductee, pauses rev-
erently to provide the Benediction for the May 27 Memorial
Day observance in uptown Clinton.

POW/MIA table
set for those who
haven’t returned



The Clinton Chronicle Salute to Veterans 201312 -Section 2 The Clinton Chronicle Salute to Veterans 2013 Section 2- 9

Bailey Manor veterans pictured left to right are Bill Sellers, Jim Miller,
Alton Payton, Earl Rice, Larry “Bubba” Long, and Boh Kramm. Not
pictured is Jim Overstreet.

Photo above of Mr. Jim Overstreet, also a resident at
Bailey Manor, was a Private in the Army in the 1950’s
serving at Fort Lee in Virginia, Fort Jackson in South
Carolina, and Fort Bragg in North Carolina.

WWEE WWOOUULLDD LLIIKKEE
TTOO HHOONNOORR

TTHHOOSSEE TTHHAATT
HHAAVVEE SSEERRVVEEDD

OOUURR CCOOUUNNTTRRYY
WWIITTHH GGRRAACCEE AANNDD

DDIISSTTIINNCCTTIIOONN!!
WWEE SSAALLUUTTEE YYOOUU,,

VVEETTEERRAANNSS!!

300 Jacobs Hwy., Clinton, SC 29325
(864) 833-3425

www.baileymanor.org

$0 Down & 0% A.P.R. Financing for 60 Months*

M135GX M9960

www.kubota.com
©Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2013

Expect power. Expect reliability. Expect value. Put Kubota’s M Series utility and mid-size tractors 
to work today – Great Expectations start here. Offer ends June 30, 2013.

*$0 down, 0% A.P.R.  nancing for up to 60 months on purchases of new Kubota ZD, BX, B, L, M, KX, U, R, SVL and TLB equipment is available to quali  ed purchasers from 
participating dealers’ in-stock inventory through 6/30/2013. Example: A 60-month monthly installment repayment term at 0% A.P.R. requires 60 payments of $16.67 per $1,000 
 nanced. 0% A.P.R. interest is available to customers if no dealer documentation preparation fee is charged. Dealer charge for document preparation fee shall be in accordance with 
state laws. Inclusion of ineligible equipment may result in a higher blended A.P.R. [Not available for Rental, National Accounts or Governmental customers.] 0% A.P.R. and low-rate 
 nancing may not be available with customer instant rebate offers. Financing is available through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A., 3401 Del Amo Blvd., Torrance, CA 90503; 
subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 6/30/2013. See us for details on these and other low-rate options or go to www.kubota.com for more information. 
Optional equipment may be shown. 

Wilson Tractor Inc.
440 Wilson Rd.

Newberry, SC 29108
(803) 276-1151
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Earl L. Anderson
Joseph Battle
Stanley Becker
George L. Beveridge
Seth Blackwell
James Blair
Bill Brasington
Curtis Brown, Jr.
Elsie E. Brown
Derek Burnett
Danny Burroughs
Lambert Burroughs
Robert Bryant
James W. Caldwell
Bryan Casey
Ronnie Cheek
Chris Christian
Tyree Cunningham
George N. Dorn
George N. Dorn, Jr.
Robert L. Edmunds
Robert T. Edmunds
Michael Frank
Fred Lee Gilchrist
Donald Goldman
Leonard Goldman
Altus Leon Green

Roy Osborne
Thomas Osborne

Buck Price
Edgar Price
Ernest Price
Mark Price

Edmond Wilson Prince
Ronnie Puckett

Clarence L. Reid
Tyler C. Reid

Luther Frankie Rhodes
Michael Rousey

Percy Seagle
Dewitt Shaw

Chris Simpson
Donald Simpson

William Arthur Smith
R. Arnold Stone, Sr.

James A. Suber
Terry Suber

Albert Swiger
Larry E. Thompson
Norman K. Tiffany

Lynda Tillman
George Watts
Jesse F. Watts

James M. Williams
George Edmond Wilson

Carolina Health Centers sends an enormous debt of gratitude 
to all soldiers who have served and fought for the rights of 
this country. It takes an extremely special person to defend and 
uphold our country’s constitution, and this is a list to honor 
some significant soldiers dear to Carolina Health Centers’ 
employees. To all who have served and are serving our country... 

Thank You!

William O. Holloway
Brastice Howell

Charles Humphreys
Dayton Humphreys

Paul Humphreys 
Ken Iverson

Christopher Jennings
Jim Johnson

Hervey L. Leverette
Paul L. Leverette
Andrew Lewis, Jr.

Jim Lewis
Leroy Martin

Jessie R. Miller
Wilson Mills

W. Raymond Mills
Albert Mitchum, Jr.

Otis Morgan
Ricky Mursier

Grady C. Newton
Charles “Chip” Osborne

Dennis Osborne
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d NHC
HEALTHCARE, CLINTON

304 Jacobs Highway
Clinton, South Carolina 29325

(864) 833-2550

NHC
HEALTHCARE, LAURENS
379 Pinehaven Street Extension
Laurens, South Carolina 29360

(864) 984-6584

Caring for our

Remembering our Veterans
Skilled Nursing Facilities:
• Skilled Nursing
• Nursing Assistants
• Physical Therapy
• Speech Therapy
• Respite Care
• Occupational Therapy
• Hospice Care
• Medical Social Services

NHC
NATIONAL HEALTHCARE CORPORATION
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