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Zero-Turn. Zero percent. Zero worries.

Z225 EZtrak™
18.5-hp Briggs & Stratton •
full-pressure lube engine
with oil � lter
42" Edge• TM mower deck 
¼" cut height adjustments•

Z445 EZtrak
25-hp Kawasaki engine•
48", 54" or NEW 54" •
High-capacity mower 
deck
Pump and wheel•
motor drive system

NO IN TERE ST,  NO PAY MENT S FOR 12 MONTHS 1 ON A L L MODEL S SHOWN
OR 5.99% APR 2 LOW-RATE F INANCING

Z520A
Z-Trak™ Estate Mower

25-hp Kohler engine•
54" or 60" Exclusive 7-Iron• TM Mower deck
Standard Comfort and Convenience package•
7-gallon fuel tank•

EPTING TURF & TRACTOR, INC 
3630 HURRICANE CHURCH ROAD 

CLINTON, SC 29325
(864) 833-5337 

LEPTING@BACKROADS.NET 

KC3CUAI6039

VISIT US AT WWW.JOHNDEERE.COM

Offer ends 8/3/2009. Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details and other financing options. ¹Subject to approved credit on John Deere Credit Revolving Plan, a service of FPC Financial, f.s.b. For consumer use only. After promotional period, finance charges will begin to accrue at 17.9% APR. A $1.00 per month minimum finance charge may be required. Upon default 
of your account, the interest rate may increase to 19.8% APR. ²Subject to approved credit on John Deere Credit Revolving Plan, a service of FPC Financial, f.s.b. 5.99% APR is for qualified buyers. A $1.00 per month minimum finance charge may be required. Upon default of your account, the interest rate may increase to 19.8% APR. John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer symbol and JOHN DEERE are 
trademarks of Deere & Company.

-00284922
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Relax.
 

Federally insured by NCUA.

Equal 
Opportunity
Lender

1 Requires credit evaluation. Teens under the age of 18 are required to have an adult sign as joint owners. Points earned for signature based purchases. No points earned for purchases that require the use of a personal 
2

Not NCUA Insured - No Credit Union Guarantee - May Lose Value - Not Deposits - Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency.
3

1307 Boiling Springs Road, Spartanburg, SC 29303.
Not NCUA Insured - No Credit Union Guarantee - May Lose Value - Not Deposits - Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency.
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Appliances
Gas Grills
Gas Outdoor
Lighting
Gas logs
Fireplaces
Heaters

Water Heaters
864-833-1862
1-800-221-8109
1643 Springale Drive

PO Drawer 511
Clinton, SC 29325-0551

Visit our new showroom
on Springdale Drive
We carry major name brand all gas appliances

- Gardeners eagerly await the
start of spring to spruce up their
yards and tackle new projects.
However, this year, more than ever,
people are looking for ways to cut
costs.

“Most people want to have a nice
landscaped, healthy yard for their
own enjoyment and because a well
maintained lawn is a great selling
point for a home,” says Jason
Cupp, CLP, president of the Profes-
sional Landcare Network (PLANET).
“It is more important than ever to
make your home stand out if you
ever want to sell it.”

PLANET, the nation’s lawn care
and landscape association, offers
money-saving tips to consumers
who want to keep their yards to be
healthy and beautiful.

- First, do a walk-through of your
yard and make sure the existing
lawn and plants, trees, and shrubs
look green and healthy. It is expen-
sive to remove dead or diseased
plants and trees, therefore keep
costs down by protecting what you
already have.

- To save money on materials,
look for free tree and plant give-
aways in April in conjunction with
Arbor Day or Earth Day celebra-
tions. Some towns and cities also
give away free mulch, compost, and
trees. Check with your local agri-
cultural extension offices.

- Purchasing small plants, trees,
and shrubs is another way to save,
as a seedling costs a fraction of

what a more mature plant costs.

For complicated jobs, such as
new landscape design and installa-
tion, turf installation, irrigation,

lighting projects, or dealing with
diseased plants, many people
choose to hire a professional. For
more information or to find a lawn
care and landscape professional,

Money-saving tips for the yard Artwork
April is National Lawn Care Month

PLANET is the association of members who
create and maintain the QUALITY OF LIFE in
communities across America. With more
than 4,000 member companies and affili-
ates, these firms and their employees repre-
sent more than 100,000 green industry
professionals. For more information on
PLANET, visit LandcareNetwork.org or call

Caribbean ocean while snow
falls outside. You can bring a
piece of paradise into your home
with a wall mural.
For some, the image of a tropi-

cal sunset is the perfect way to
drift off to sleep each night. Oth-
ers might prefer to visit a scene
from their favorite city in the den.
Murals Your Way, a Minnesota-
based company, will create a wall
mural from your own photograph
or you can select an image from
their collection.
Murals Your Way’s collection of

images includes famous paint-
ings, city skylines and fantasy
worlds. “Imagine a coral reef in a
child’s room, or a Parisian café in
the kitchen. With a wall mural
you’re instantly transported,” says

company president Todd Imholte.
For smaller spaces, think about

accessories. Transfer photos to
fabric for custom pieces that also
make great gifts. A child’s artwork
can grace a pillow or tote bag.
Quilts can boast a collection of
smiling grandchildren. In the liv-
ing room, ditch the dust-collecting
jumble of frames by constructing
a photo tray. Simply layer pictures
under glass to create a useful dis-
play that can rest on the coffee
table or sideboard when not on
duty.
Artwork should be a personal

expression of your style, taste and
the things you love. What better
way to surround yourself than
with the people and places that
mean the most to you.
For more information on cus-

tom wall murals, visit www.mural-
syourway.com or to speak to a

From Page 4

(SPM Wire) — In an effort to
help South Carolina’s consumers
avoid fraud and get the latest con-
sumer protection information,
state officials have launched an
automated telephone service de-
signed to help answer their most
pressing needs.
The South Carolina Department

of Consumer Affairs (SCDCA) has
launched its new Tele-Tips auto-
mated service to help consumers
access recorded information on a
variety of consumer issues. Cov-
ered topics include how to file a
complaint, debt collection, pur-
chase of vehicles and fraud.
For instance, if a resident has a

concern about a debt collector
and wants to understand their
rights, their first step should be
the

Tele-Tips automated service.
The Tele-Tips line is available

24 hours a day, seven days a
week. Consumers can reach the
Tele-Tips information by dialing
(803) 734-4215 or (888) 734-
4215, which is toll-free in South
Carolina. The caller should then
follow the prompts to access the
information he or she needs.
“The goal is to continue to make

receiving helpful information easy,
fast, and accessible,” said Bran-
dolyn Thomas Pinkston, the De-
partment’s Administrator.

For more information on
the Department or other
consumer protection is-

sues, visit the Department’s
Web site at www.sc-

Get consumer safety
tips over the phone
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Call About A Complete Home
Comfort System

*No Hassle Replacement Warranty applies
to selected models on or after January 1, 2006.
Some restrictions apply. See your dealer
or visit www.heil-hvac.com for details.

• Outstanding No Hassle Replacement
Warranty* protection

• High-efficiency central air conditioners
& gas furnaces

• Total, year-round comfort & energy
savings

www.heil-hvac.com
HEATING & COOLING PRODUCTS

Selling Major
Brand Appliances

LOCAL SERVICE

A Winning Team In
Any Season.

BURNS SERVICE
CENTER, INC.

©2006 International Comfort Products, LLC. A member of the United Technologies Corporation family. Stock symbol UTX.

• Whirlpool • Maytag
• KitchenAid • JennAir

902 S. Broad St. Clinton, SC 29325
864-833-3988

We Install and Service What We Sell

Hometown Satisfaction

“Over 3,000 Satisfied Customers!”

• S.C. Accredited Home
Inspector Instructor
• S.C. Licensed Home
Inspector #13
• Certified Construction
Inspector #5453
• Certified Construction
Project Manager #5453
• Certified IndoorAir Quality
& Mold Investigator

RICK HUGHES

864-941-7851
Certified ACI & SPREI • Member of S.C.H.I.A

Member of Better Buisness Bureau
Member of Greenwood Association of Realtors

Let Cornerstone Inspection Services, LLC
Ensure Your Dream Home Isnʼt A Nightmare

ORNERSTONECC Simply Better Than The BestInspection Services, LLC

Email - cornerstone1@prtcnet.com

Stewart Farms
STRAWBERRY PATCH
NOWOPEN

STRAWBERRY PATCH
NOWOPEN

Directions from Laurens: Take Hwy 221 N
toward Woodruff, turn left in Lanford on
Hwy 92, farm is 2 miles on the left.

Spring Hours:
Mon-Sat 8AM-7PM, Sun 2PM-7PM

Strawberries per Gallon: $7 U-PIK
$10 Pre-Picked (when available)

Ready In Our Greenhouses:
Hanging Baskets, Ferns, Annuals
Largest Vegetable Plant
Selection in the Upstate

864-969-7270
www.stewartfarms.net

For more information:

BUILDING SUPPLIES

Hanson Brick • Boral Brick • Holcim Mortar

Framing Lumber • Treated Lumber

Sheathing Products • MW Classic Vinyl Windows

Therm-Tru Entry and Patio Door Systems

405 W. Carolina Avenue | Clinton, SC 29325
864-833-3303 | 864-833-3350 fax

GREAT SELECTION!
DELIVERY AVAILABLE TO YOUR SITE!

We appreciate our customers. Thank you for your patronage.

By The South Carolina Nursery
and Landscape Association

Spring is on the way and many
of us begin to think about vaca-
tions and travel. This year, with so
much uncertainty about the econ-
omy and home values continuing to
fall, why not consider putting those
vacation funds into your yard by
landscaping? Doing so will not only
increase the value and enjoyment
of your home but, if carefully
planned, create the perfect ‘stayca-
tion’ paradise.
A study by the American Nurs-

ery and Landscape Association
found that beautiful landscaping
could increase property value by
seven to fourteen percent. Many ex-
perts believe that homeowners can
recover as much as 100 percent of
the money they invested in cultivat-
ing landscapes when they sell their
homes.

One of the best reasons to land-
scape is for energy savings. Studies
have shown that properly placed
trees can save up to 25% on a
home’s heating and cooling energy
consumption. It is important to
note that if you want the benefits of
having trees in your landscape,
spring is a good time to plant them.
Trees take several years to estab-
lish and grow to the point where
they can provide the energy saving
mentioned.
Landscaping can also effectively

increase the amount of living space
associated with your home by cre-
ating outdoor “rooms” such as
cooking or dining areas, as well as,
relaxation and recreational areas.
According to Rick McAbee of Roe-
buck Wholesale Nursery & Land-
scaping,Roebuck, SC “Our number
one most requested landscaping
feature now is to provide outdoor
living areas such as sitting or cook-

ing areas.”
One aspect of landscaping that

is often overlooked is the idea of
planting herbs and vegetables. If
you like to cook, what could be bet-
ter than fresh herbs or vegetables
from your own yard? Many herbs,
especially, can do double or even
triple duty providing a pleasing
aroma and aesthetic in addition to
their usefulness in meal prepara-
tion.

Vegetables not only can be
planted in the typical row garden
fashion but in containers as well.

Of course, landscaping can be
helpful in other practical ways such
as dealing with drainage issues.
More and more often municipalities
are requiring homeowners and
builders to address and contain
drainage in a positive way. Rainwa-
ter can be collected from gutters
and used to irrigate the trees,
shrubs, herbs and flowering plants

in your landscape.
When it comes to simply beauti-

fying your yard nothing gives the
proverbial ‘bang for the buck’ better
than annuals. Color is King in the
landscape and it is never more so
than when you’re trying to attract
or impress potential buyers.

Given all these great reasons to
invest in your yard why wait? If
you’re the do-it-yourselfer, now is
the time to get started. If you need
some help putting all the pieces to-
gether, call a Landscape Designer
or consult your local garden center
staff. Regardless of which avenue
you pursue, make sure to visit your
local nursery and garden centers
for materials and advice. Be sure to
visit the South Carolina Nursery
and Landscape Association website
(www.scnla.com) to find nurseries
and garden centers in your area, as
well as for a vast collection of arti-

Spring Landscaping improves home value

other necessary supplies and
the cost would repeat itself for
each room. Renting a wallpaper
steamer costs around $40 to $50
for a weekend project (and rental
units are heavy and bulky to move
around). The Wagner 705 steamer
is lightweight, very portable and
can be used again and again
throughout the whole house. At a
cost of around $49, it is a smart
investment for current and future
projects.
Once your walls are prepped

and ready to paint, consider using
a power roller for fast and easy
painting. It’s simple to use, and
can actually make painting fun.
Just plug in the machine, insert
the hose into the paint, and press

the handle button to begin pump-
ing paint to the attached roller
cover; release the button to stop
the flow of paint.
The Wagner Power Roller 980

maintains a continuous paint
flow, providing you with an even
stream of paint for smooth, even
coverage that gives you profes-
sional results at a fraction of the
cost. The power roller comes with
a 14-inch extension attachment
for reaching tall walls and ceilings
and a splatter shield attachment
to prevent paint speckles.
For a more dramatic look, faux

finishing fills the bill. WallMagic
from Wagner simplifies the steps
and cuts the time involved while
giving you beautiful faux finish ef-
fects you see in magazines and
high-end homes.

The patented process simulta-
neously blends two or three colors
on your wall with an arching criss-
cross motion. A dual roller with
split tray easily produces instant
dimension, eliminating the mys-
tery of traditional hand tools. The
WallMagic starter kit has easy-to-
everything you need, including de-
tailed instructions and an idea-fill
CD ROM. Choose from seven dual
roller cover looks to create a finish
that is uniquely yours. Create a
color combination that matches
your room and your imagination.
The dual roller will blend the col-
ors for you, effortlessly.
With today’s convenient and in-

genious products, it’s easier than
ever to transform your home. Why
not start today?
For more information about the

From Page 5
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Wicker’s Greenhouse & Nursery

Located on Hwy 76 between Joanna and Newberry
1-1/2 miles past Wiseʼs Barbeque on the left

803-321-8311 | 803-276-0697

Geraniums
Ferns
Bouganvillas
Vegetable Plants
Bedding Plants
Foliage Baskets
Blooming Baskets

Our Product Line Includes:
Azaleas
Long Needle Pine Straw
Shade Trees
Ornamental Shrubs
Fafard Potting Soil
Fafard Cow Compost
Osmocote Fertilizer

Come Grow with the Best! FFaammiillyy OOwwnneedd
&& OOppeerraatteedd

SSeerrvviinngg NNeewwbbeerrrryy
&& SSuurrrroouunnddiinngg AArreeaass
2299 YYeeaarrss

Hours:
Monday-Friday 9AM-6PM
Saturday 9AM-3PM
Sunday 2PM-3PM

Landscape Design
Services Available
Installation and Lawn

Maintenance

Custom Container
Planting Available

Landscapers Welcome
Our bedding plants are grown

with our area’s climate in mind!

Great American Exteriors

864-229-4422864-229-4422

PAYMENT
OPTIONS
AVAILABLE

FREE
ESTIMATES

Over
25 Years
Helping
You Save
Money

Roofing

Quality
Shingle & Metal

Windows
Energy Tax
Credits
Available

Vinyl Siding
and

Sunrooms

Solar
Hot Water
Huge Tax Credits
Now Available

STARTING AT
$2,49995

King’s Outdoor Power Equipment
28825 Hwy. 76 East, Clinton, SC 29325

(864) 833-1979
kingsoutdoor@bellsouth.net

†All power levels stated horsepower per SAE J1940 as rated by Briggs & Stratton.

COMMON
SENSE…
REDEFINED
18.5-, 20- or 24-hp†
Briggs & Stratton engines
33˝, 42˝ or 50˝ mower decks
360 degree turning for
maximum maneuverability
Compact for easy storage

150Z

www.snapper.com

DISCOVER
why 15 million homeowners trust their homes to

STATE FARM®.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company - Bloomington, IL 
State Farm Florida Insurance Company - Winter Haven, FL State Farm Lloyds - Dallas, TXP048105 12/04

Matthew H Davis, Agent
906B South Broad Street

Clinton, SC 29325
Bus: 864-833-5036

matt.davis.mtwo@statefarm.com

(ARA) - You spent months
searching for just the right sofa,
agonized over paint colors and
endlessly debated area rug op-
tions. Don’t leave your walls
blank. The perfect finishing touch
is something you already have:
your own photos.

Thanks to innovations in digital
technology using your personal
snapshots to create works of art is
easy. You favorite landscape, spe-
cial event or vacation can be
transformed to fit your style and
room.

A grouping of black and white
photos brings a modern touch,
but not many people have the
cameras or film to create this
style. But digital photos can be
transformed to black and white
with the click of a mouse, and
older photos can be scanned and
changed. Keeping your pictures in

the same color scheme allows you
to bring a cohesive look to unre-
lated images. A collection of prints

from similar occasions - birth-
days, graduations or reunions -
provide a timeline of memories.

Pictures tell a story when show-
cased alongside objects. Using
shadowboxes, add the little extras
to give photos more punch. Seek
out ticket stubs and maps to ac-
company photos of far-flung ad-
ventures, an heirloom
handkerchief next to a portrait of
your grandmother or even a dried
bloom from your bouquet to set off
wedding photos.

A treasured portrait gets the
look of an Old Master by reprint-
ing the image on canvas. Many
companies will take your photos,
reprint them on canvas and
stretch them across a frame.
These ready-to-hang creations
have the appearance and texture
of a painting. Add an ornate or an-
tique frame to complete the look.

Gaze out over a pine forest in

(SPM Wire) — Spring finally is
upon us, and with it comes sun-
shine, warmth and an endless list
of chores for many of us.

Cleaning, fix-it-up projects,
painting, yard work and gardening
may be just a few things on your to-
do list.

According to the American Acad-
emy of Orthopaedic Surgeons
(AAOS), a number of spring clean-
ing activities can be dangerous if
safety measures are not taken.

“When spring cleaning, it is im-
portant to take your time and per-
form the activities with caution to
reduce accidental injuries from oc-
curring,” said Richard F. Kyle, MD,
first vice president of the AAOS. “If
you are experiencing pain when
partaking in spring cleaning activi-
ties, it is important to stop and rest
and if pain continues, consult the
proper physician.”

Seniors may be at a greater risk

due to underlying health problems
so extra precaution is suggested.

With all this in mind, the AAOS
has offered some guidelines for
your spring-cleaning projects:

• Stretch and perform proper
warm-up prior to starting clean-up
projects around the home, such as
painting or gardening.

• Proper techniques for lifting,
carrying and bending should be
part of any spring-cleaning project.

• It is important to separate your
feet, shoulder-width apart and
bend at the knees while tightening
the stomach muscles.

• Lift with your leg muscles as
you stand up and don’t try to lift
any object by yourself if it is too
heavy or an awkward shape.

• When raking, don’t twist your
body-instead, use your legs to shift
your weight and —switch sides.

• Instead of getting on your
hands and knees to clean the floor,

use a mop.
• When vacuuming, push the

vacuum in front of you and walk in
a long line, then pull back the same
way. Pushing and pulling a vac-
uum in short strokes can hurt your
back.

• Many spring-cleaning chores,
such as cleaning gutters and trim-

ming trees, involve the use of a lad-
der. Every ladder should be placed
on a firm, level surface. Never place
a ladder on ground that is uneven
and watch for soft, muddy spots.
The same is true for uneven floor-
ing.

• Every spring before using a
lawnmower, have it serviced to
make sure it is working properly.
Never try to dislodge dirt or grass
from the lawnmower blades with
your hands, while the machine is
running. It is also important to
wear shoes, while mowing the lawn.

• Read product labels for proper
use and wear protective clothing
and gloves when using chemicals
for gardening or cleaning. Store all
chemicals at the appropriate tem-
perature, which usually indicated
on the package.

• Be sure to keep chemicals in a
place that is out of reach of both
children and pets.

Artwork, Page 15

Spring home cleaning the safe wayArtwork you already love
While many look

forward to getting
homes and lives
ready for summer,
thousands of in-
juries occur each
year as a result of
mishaps around
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2222 SSiirrrriinnee SSttrreeeett,, LLaauurreennss
(Next to Wattsville Drug)

864-984-1010

Oxygen, CPAP, Hospital Beds,
Wheel Chairs, Rehab Items,
Diabetic Supplies & More.

GREG HOPKINS, OWNER - FULLY LICENSED

Call us for all your home medical equipment needs.
We guarantee you fast, quality service.

LLaauurreennss HHoommee MMeeddiiccaall
SSeerrvviicceess,, IInncc..

“We make you comfortable at home”

Spring is here! Are you ready?

Laurens Equipment of SC
20615 Hwy 76 East, Laurens, SC 29360

864.682.3181
www.laurensequipment.com

*For qualified customers, see dealer for details

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY!!
Kubota B2320 HSD tractor with a 48” Bush Hog Rotary Tiller

Now only $213.77/mth for 60 months at 2.99% APR* with zero-down

Ready-mixed concrete • Masonry materials • Brick pavers
Specialty Concrete Stamping • Engineered Queen & Modular Brick

Sand • Stone • Brick • Block • Rebar • Mortar
Vents • Wire • Anchor Bolts

105 Henry St., Laurens • (864) 984-5224
www.carolinaconcrete.net

exotic natural

realism

We never stop looking for the next new trend.
At Mannington, we’re constantly investing in ways to make our floors even better.
In 2009, that means even greater realism, from natural variation to hand crafted detail.

800-356-6787 | Mannington.com

© Floor Designs Copyrighted by Mannington Mills, Inc. ®©™ Mannington Mills, Inc. 2008

variation

WHITAKER FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.
Since 1947

2625 Winnsboro Road | Newberry SC 29108 | (803) 276-2884

(ARA) - “An Englishman’s home
is his castle.” Clearly his cousins
across the Atlantic share the same
sentiment. In fact, Americans
spend over $4.8 billion annually on
home maintenance services.
Seasons wreak havoc on a

home’s exterior, and April is the
unofficial kickoff of the home im-
provement season.
“For many Americans, their

home is their largest investment,”
says Charles Chase, president of
CertaPro Painters, the largest North
American residential painting com-
pany. “It’s therefore vital to stay
abreast of its maintenance, includ-
ing repainting.”
Here are seven telltale signs that

it’s time to paint your home:
1. Chalking: The formation of a

fine powder on paint surfaces oc-
curs after long-time weathering.
Chalking may also occur if poor
quality paint was used, over-

thinned or was spread too thin or
not primed and sealed. Left
unchecked, chalking causes color
fading.
2. Scaling or Cracking: Paint be-

gins to split, giving way to severe
cracks. Cracking can be caused by
over thinning; poor surface prepa-
ration; painting under cool or
windy conditions; or, in multiple
layers of old paint. The only remedy
is complete removal.
3. Flaking: If cracking is left

unchecked, paint chips are loos-
ened and peel off.
4. “Alligatoring”: Long-term

cracking results in deep fissures
akin to alligator skin. Complete re-
moval is the only treatment.
5. Lead Threats: Today, with al-

most 50 percent of the U.S. hous-
ing stock at least 35 years old,
many homeowners wish to address
the threat of lead-based paint since
it was banned by the government in

1978. Peeling lead-based paint
needs immediate removal. Com-
plete removal is the only remedy.
6. Discoloration: Discoloration

often appears when shrubs, vines
or trellises are removed.
7. Loose caulking: Around win-

dow and door panes, this can give
rise to rotting and further disrepair.
The best results come from

proper preparation and quality ma-
terials. When a homeowner has de-
termined it’s time to renew the
exterior of his house with a fresh
coat of paint, many find exterior
painting too challenging to take on
themselves due to scaffolding
needs, or simply because they want
to allow themselves more leisure
time by the pool or at a barbecue
with family and friends. Hiring pro-
fessionals enables homeowners to
rest assured that all preparation
work, painting and cleanup will be
performed on time and on budget

(ARA) - Are you - and your
house - suffering from a case of
the end of winter blahs? Dark col-
ors and heavy textures are com-
forting during the winter, but
when the promise of spring is in
the air, brighter colors and a
lighter touch in fabrics are in
order.
An easy and relatively inexpen-

sive way to update a room is with
a fresh coat of paint in one of
spring’s exciting new colors.
Shades of blue are on the horizon,
as are citrusy hues of green, yel-
low and orange. A trip to your
local hardware or big box store will
spark your imagination with a
wealth of color choices.
If you’re painting over old paint,

you’ll want to do the usual prepa-
ration - taping off window sills and
other trim; removing light switch
plates; and protecting furniture
and floors from possible paint

drips or spills with a durable drop
cloth.
Dealing with wallpapered sur-

faces means it will take you a bit

more work before you can paint.
But removing old wallpaper isn’t
nearly the drudgery it once was. If
you have memories of soaking the

wallpaper with chemicals and
then laboriously peeling it off bit
by bit, you’ll be happy to know
that advances in technology have
made removing wallpaper much
faster and easier.
Wagner Spray Tech sells the

only consumer wallpaper steamer
in the United States. The steamer
works like a charm the first time
in all types of situations, including
on vinyl wallpaper, painted wall-
paper and multiple layers of wall-
paper; with chemical strippers,
you may need multiple applica-
tions to completely remove the
wallpaper. Chemical strippers can
also be messy; with the steamer,
the only “mess” is the pile of old
wallpaper.
Steaming your wallpaper is cost

effective, too. To strip wallpaper

Spring, Page 14

Painting fresh spring colorsPlotting home improvement projects
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Hobby & Garden Center

We Carry Eagle Pack Pet Food!

Let us help you get your lawn ready
grass seed • fertilizer • weed control • pest control

1710 ByPass 72 NE • Greenwood
Phone: 864-223-2109 • Fax: 864-330-1028

Plant Your Own Vegetable Garden

Mantis Tiller
Makes It Easy.

We Have Everything You Need
for Backyard Bird Watching

Nesting Boxes Feed
Meal Worms Feeders
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April is Earth month and a good
time to give your home its spring,
green makeover. In fact, it’s a per-
fect time to take a look around
and see how a few small changes
can make a very big difference.
Think of each of the living spaces
around your home as an opportu-
nity to live a little cleaner, a little
greener and a lot more efficiently.
In the process you will be con-

serving energy, saving money and
doing something good for the
planet. Here are some hints for a
couple of areas inside and outside
of your home. Once you get going,
let your imagination take over and
your home will get greener right
before your eyes.
The kitchen is a great place to

get started. First of all, if you are
not recycling, you should be.
Most cities have a curbside recy-
cling program that makes it really
easy.

If not, rinse your bottles and
cans, collect them and periodically
take them to a community recy-
cling center along with your old
newspapers and cardboard boxes.
It makes a difference.
Secondly, researchers estimate

that nearly a million plastic bags
are used every minute around the
world, reusable grocery bags are a
simple, inexpensive way to make
sure you aren’t adding to that
number. Finally, if you are still
drinking bottled water, it’s time to
stop. Affordable filters from com-
panies like PUR and Brita deliver
clean, pure drinking water. So
use a safe, refillable bottle and
drink up.
Moving on to the rest of the liv-

ing area of your home, begin by re-
placing your incandescent light
bulbs with compact fluorescent
(CFLs). They save energy, last
longer and give clean, safe light.
Being green means conserving

energy and by plugging your elec-
tronic equipment into power strips
and turning the strips off when
you leave the house or go to sleep
will save a tremendous amount of
energy and save you money.
Lastly, switch to non-toxic clean-
ing products. You will be doing a
lot for your family and for the
planet.
Now let’s take your commitment

to going green outside. Begin by
eliminating the use of gasoline
powered lawn and garden equip-

ment and your yard will be a
much greener more eco friendly
place. The EPA estimates that
nearly 17 million gallons of gaso-
line are spilled every year just fill-
ing and refilling mowers and
related power equipment but there
has not been an alternative that
delivers the kind of power and per-
formance of gasoline, until now.
This spring marks the arrival of

the first lawn and garden tool that
runs on clean, green propane. As
for the rest of the lawn, a push
mower is a good green choice, es-
pecially considering that lawns cut
with a reel mower require less
substantially less water.
As more and more people are

looking for ways to go ‘green’,

Remember how much fun it
was to play in the dirt as a kid?
Mother Nature could always use

a few extra green thumbs.
If you don’t exactly have a green

thumb, make this a chance for
both you and your kids to learn
something new.
The outdoor space you have will

determine how much “room” to
give to your kids.
If you have a yard or community

garden give each child a plot to
work with. If you live in an apart-
ment, give each a window sill.
It’s really not that complicated.

Plus it will give you a great oppor-
tunity to bond with your kids and
soak up some fresh spring air!
You can get seedlings from peo-

ple who already have plants, or
pick up seed packets from most
stores, including your local gro-
cery store.

When children grow plants, top-
ics for conversation grow with
them. How do seeds work? How do
the plants know what to grow up
into?
The curiosity from watching a

living thing grow, and sharing that
experience with you, is not only
stimulating for your child’s devel-
opment but provides a comfort
zone in your home that makes it
easier for your child to relate to
you.
Talking about a plant’s life cycle

can also raise perhaps one of the
most difficult subjects to deal with
— death and what happens after.
While you’re planting seeds and
seedlings, here are a few more
questions that aren’t quite as se-

rious but can be great conversa-
tion starters:
• How do plants grow? (Plants

grow much like people! They eat!
Their roots absorb minerals and
water, and their leaves take in
sunlight.)
•Why do living things seem to

do better when they’re cared for?
(Like people, plants need things to
be healthy.
Neglected plants might not get

enough water or sunlight, and
they’ll wither as a result. Being a
caregiver means giving a plant
what it needs to grow.)
• What are some of the differ-

ences between a plant that grows
in the desert (cactus) and one that
grows near a pond (water lily)? (A

T
Since
1957

The Home of Beautiful Plants

Thompson’s
Nursery, Inc.

Wide Range of Landscaping
Materials:
• Trees & Shrubs

(over 250,000 to choose from)
• Seeds
• Bedding Plants & Vegetable Plants
• Roses
• Fruit and Nut Trees
• Fertilizer, Wheat Straw, Pine Needles
• Potting Soil, Top Soil, Colored Mulch,

Peat Moss
• Sand, Gravel, Riverstone
• Flagstone, Crossties
• Metal Edging

LandscapeContractors:
• Design & Build
• Retaining Walls
• Landscape Lighting
• Bed Edging
• Irrigation Systems
• Water Garden
• Backyard Recreational

Areas
• Concrete Fountains &

Containers

“If we don’t have it, we will get it”

Directions to Thompson’sNursery’sNEWLocation FromExisting Location:Starting from
existing location going north on Hwy. 14 toward Greenville, go 2.8 miles. Turn right on Wilson Rd.
0.2 mi. to Lakeview Drive. Turn right on Lakeview. 1/2 mile on the left. Look for signs.

2956 Lakeview Drive, Laurens • 683-8734

By the Bag or Scoop
We deliver or You Pick Up

We thank you for all your business over
the past years.
Carroll, Cromer, & Sally Thompson

Plant a garden with your kidsSmall changes, big differences
April is Earth Month

By placing plants at your desk,
in your child’s study room, or
around the house, not only can you
reduce harmful toxins in the air
(such as formaldehyde, benzene,
and ammonia), you can increase
productivity, decrease stress, and
reduce common health complaints,
according to the Plants at Work
Campaign.
• Sneezing, wheezing or loud

sounds got you down? Take a walk
around your office to locate places
where you commonly find people
sneezing or complaining about
headaches. Is there an annoying
co-worker who plays his music to
loud? Place a few Spider Plants or
Peace Lilies around to help solve
the problems.
• Get your co-workers and boss

on the “Green Plan.” Due to the
boost in aesthetics, mood and
health, many large corporations
have successfully used office plants
as employee incentives, even prom-

ising bigger, nicer plants with each
promotion.
• Check out your home’s lighting

conditions. If you have had troubles
keeping a plant alive at home, your
“black thumb” probably is because
your plants weren’t in the right
light.
• For your home’s sunny spots:

The Aloe Vera plant, releases oxy-
gen and is a nocturnal carbon diox-
ide remover. The Gerbera Daisy,
not only will bring a little color to
your room, but is extremely effec-
tive in removing chemical vapors
from the air.
• For semi-sun areas: The Dumb

Cane is easy to maintain and has a
big appetite for toxins. The Snake
Plant, similar to the Aloe Vera, re-
leases oxygen and absorbs carbon
dioxide at night.
• For semi-shade areas: The

Peace Lily will make your space
more tranquil as it removes alco-
hols, benzene and formaldehyde

Do your planting indoors

And watch the fun grow

Plan your garden in ad-
vance on graph paper.
Visiting a nursery can
help your kids figure out
what kind of plants they
might be interested in
growing — colorful flow-
ers, a spiny cactus, or
their own fruits and veg-
gies. For the very young,
sunflowers, zinnias, or
beans are great. They
sprout quickly and grow
very fast. Take “before
and after” pictures for the
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Before you tackle that list of Spring home improvements...
landscaping, fix-up repairs and renovations... consider
these fundamental improvement tips to promote safety and
efficiency:
• Call before you dig in
your yard! Call 833-7520
at least three days before
digging so that our utilities
can be located an marked.
• Be sure to shut off
utility service in the
room or area where you
are demolishing or
constructing. Turn off the
breaker or valve so there are no
surprises or injuries.

• While cleaning, don’t forget to
clean or replace the air filter.
Your air conditioner & furnace will
run smoother and
more efficiently with a
clean filter. Also,
check that ductwork
is properly sealed.

So before grabbing your shovel or hammer, remember these
fundamental tips from the Clinton Department of Public
Works! For more information on utilities, and operations, call
833-7520. For account history call us at 833-2790.

Clinton
Department of PublicWorks
219 Gary Street | Clinton, SC 29325 | 833-7520

• Yard debris should
be put out by the
road. For building &
construction depris,
call Tim Rogers at
833-7520 for pick-up.

Home Improvements Start
With Clinton Department
of PublicWorks

200 E. Carolina Avenue | Clinton SC 29325 | 833-6779

PAINTING & PLUMBING SUPPLIES
BEDDING PLANTS • FLOWERS • PINE STRAW • FERTILIZER • GARDENING

TOOLS • POWER TOOLS • ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

Home & Garden | Construction & Industrial | True Value Quality Paints | Computerized Paint Service

Got a do-it-yourself task in mind for your
home or garden?
Clinton TrueValue is here for you with great advice and “how-to”
suggestions. John Woodside and his helpful staff have been assisting
the people of Laurens County for over 20 years.

CLINTON

The Most Respected Name in Termite and Pest Control.

• Residential & Commercial Pest Control
• Terminix Termite Baiting System

• Mosquito Management • Fire Ant Control
• Moisture Control and Home Repairs

10%off Special Offer
to New Customers

864-984-7771
www.TrustTerminix.com

(ARA) - The yard work is done
and you just want to sit back and
admire your surroundings. If
you’re reclining in an old lawn
chair that’s seen better days, it’s
time to treat yourself to something
that better complements your out-
door living space.
According to the American Soci-

ety of Landscape Architects
(ASLA), homeowners will be im-
proving or adding to their outdoor
entertaining space in 2009.
“House sizes are shrinking and

backyards are becoming more im-
portant,” says outdoor living ex-
pert Tom Ryan. “There’s a new
trend to living — it’s adding
square footage and really expand-
ing your life into the backyard.
Spending quality family time out-
doors and de-stressing from the
long winter and daily life is worth

a fortune — for your health and
happiness.”
* According to a survey con-

ducted by the ASLA, fire pits and
outdoor fireplaces will be among
the top requests of homeowners in
this year. Adding warmth and
light to cool summer nights, you
can extend your gatherings with
the Double Diamond Mosaic Fire
Pit Table, a copper bowl sur-
rounded by hand-crafted mosaic
tiles, set on a durable wrought
iron stand (FirePitShop.com).
Homeowners can also opt for a
Stainless Steel Dome Fireplace
with a heavy duty log grate and
powder coated finish that won’t
rust or blacken with use.
* Adirondack chairs in match-

ing sets are an outdoor favorite.
Add an ottoman and side table for
hours of relaxation. Adirondacks

in new, bright colors will be hot
this summer.
* Try the traditional style rope

hammock which are revered in
South American countries where
they’re made and used as beds.
You’ll find the comfort incompara-
ble. Hung in the shade of your fa-
vorite tree or set up in a hammock
stand to move wherever you like,
a cool hammock hits the spot, es-
pecially for a summer afternoon
nap. Quilted fabric hammocks are
also popular. The quilting provides
maximum comfort, and they’re
made with durable outdoor fabrics
for weather resistance.
* The ASLA survey also found

that homeowners will be demand-
ing water features, like fountains,
in 2007. The relaxing sound of
running water, wind chimes in the
gentle breeze — any outdoor décor

that adds a touch of calming char-
acter will be in demand. Solar
fountains (SimplyFountains.com)
are a big hit as “green living” be-
comes more popular. And for
nighttime yard enjoyment, solar
lighting brings ambiance and ex-
tended hours of use.
“We put together complete sets

of furniture, so if you like a style,
other pieces are automatically in-
cluded in the set. You don’t have
to spend a lot of time deciding on
chairs to go with the table,” ex-
plains Ryan. “You can choose from
the basic patio set or customize a
set — add extra chairs, or choose
from six finishes and 25 fabrics to
match your décor and make it
your own.”
Unlike visiting the brick-and-

mortar stores that have two or
three items to choose from, A vast

April 1 marked the official start
of South Carolina Safe Digging
Month, a statewide initiative
aimed at raising awareness of the
importance of notifying the Pal-
metto Utility Protection Service,
Inc. (PUPS) by calling 811 before
all digging projects to reduce the
risk of striking underground util-
ity lines and potentially causing
community damage or personal
injury.
Throughout April, South Car-

olina will join other stakeholders
of the Common Ground Alliance
(CGA), the national association
dedicated to protecting under-
ground utility lines and those who
dig near them, in leading local
campaigns across the country to
spread awareness about 811, the
national call-before-you-dig num-
ber, and the importance of calling
before digging.
“It’s imperative that South Car-

olina citizens call before all out-
door digging project to have
underground utility lines marked
- both throughout the month of
April and year-round,” said Patsy
Sharpe, PUPS Executive Director.
“Please join us by calling 811 dur-
ing this special awareness month
as we work to eliminate uninten-
tional line damages and the risks
they pose for serious personal and
property damage.”
South Carolina state law re-

quires all homeowners and con-
tractors to notify PUPS at least 72
hours prior to digging to have un-
derground utility lines marked, re-
gardless of whether they are
planting a sapling or excavating a
major surface. Failure to call 811
before digging results in more
than 256,000 unintentional hits
annually across the country -
that’s an average of 700 hits per
day.
Homeowners and contractors

can dial 811, the national call-be-
fore-you-dig number, to reach

PUPS, which will notify the appro-
priate utility companies of the in-
tent to dig. Professional locators
are sent to the requested digging
site to mark the approximate loca-
tions of underground lines with
flags or spray paint. Once lines
have been properly marked, dig-
ging can begin around the marked
lines.
In addition to common spring

digging projects, such as land-
scaping or deck-building, PUPS
recognizes that many people will
be planting trees for Arbor Day
projects on April 24. It is impor-
tant to remember to notify PUPS
by calling 811 at least 72 hours
ahead of any volunteer events in-
volving digging to have under-
ground utility lines marked.
“Arbor Day is a great opportu-

nity for South Carolina citizens to
give back to the environment by
planting a tree or doing other out-
door beautification projects, but
it’s imperative to call 811 before
you start,” said Sharpe. “Don’t cre-
ate unintended consequences this
Arbor Day. Call 811 before all dig-
ging projects.”
For more South Carolina state

information about 811 and the
call-before-you-dig process.

About CGA
CGA is a member-driven associ-

ation of nearly 1,400 individuals,
organizations and sponsors in
every facet of the underground
utility industry. Established in
2000, CGA is committed to saving
lives and preventing damage to
American underground infrastruc-
ture by promoting effective dam-
age prevention practices. CGA has
established itself as the leading or-
ganization in an effort to reduce
damages to underground facilities
in North America through shared
responsibility among all stake-
holders. For more information,
visit CGA on the web at Error! Hy-
perlink reference not valid..

Expand your home size outdoors Safe digging:
Call 811 before you dig
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WHY BUY IT?
RENT IT!

HHoommeeoowwnneerrss •• IInndduussttrryy •• CCoonnttrraaccttoorrss

WEDDINGS
PARTIES

& BANQUET
HEADQUARTERS

ASHEVILLE HWY RENTAL
1101 ASHEVILLE HIGHWAY, SPARTANBURG, SC 29303
www.ashevillehwyrental.com • 864-583-6393

Floor Care

Lawn & Garden Pumps & Pressure
Washers

Power,Air & Hand Tools

Construction Equipment Heavy Equipment

Aerators, augers,
leaf blowers,

mowers, tillers,
chainsaws,

more...

Submersible pumps,
trash pumps,

pressure washers,
more...

Drills, grinders,
screw guns,
sanders, saws,
generators,
more...

Floor sanders,
edgers, buffers,
linoleum rollers,

burnishers,
more...

Hammer drills,
air compressors
portable lights,
paint sprayers,

scaffolding,
ladders, more...

Back hoes, Bobcats,
mini excavators,
tractors,
more...

(ARA) - Now that winter has
faded away and warmer tempera-
tures have finally arrived, one of
America’s favorite pastimes is
once again taking center stage.
According to the U.S. National
Gardening Association, 85 million
or 74 percent of American house-
holds participated in some kind of
do-it-yourself lawn and garden ac-
tivities in 2006, and that number
is expected to grow in 2007.
Among the many reasons so

many people enjoy gardening, it
offers an escape from our hectic
lives by reducing feelings of stress
and stimulating the senses, it’s a
great way to get some exercise
while at the same time enjoying
the fresh air and sunshine, and it
adds beauty to our surroundings.

Stacy Livermore of Beavercreek,
Ore., has always enjoyed spending
time in her garden. She calls it her

great escape. “I love my job as a
kindergarten teacher but it can get
hectic. It’s so nice to be able to
come home at the end of the day
and tend to the flower and veg-
etable plants in complete silence,”
she says.
But not so long ago, participat-

ing in one of her favorite activities
caused Livermore a lot of pain. Be-
cause she washes her hands so
often at work, and uses hard,
scratchy paper towels to dry them,
she says it seemed like her hands
were always cracked and hurting,
and not just in the wintertime ei-
ther.
“I had tried just about every

cream on the market to improve
the situation, but nothing worked
until I stumbled upon a creme at
my local feed store,” says Liver-
more. “They were offering samples
at an opportune time. That day,

my hands and knuckles were
cracked and bleeding. After I put
it on, they felt better, so I went
ahead and bought a container.
Now I use it several times a day.”

A decade later, millions of peo-
ple across the country swear by
the crème made up mainly of
water and glycerin that hydrates
the skin, stimulates its growth
and traps moisture in the top lay-
ers. “They recommend that you
put it on once a day right before
you go to bed so your hands can
heal at night, but I use it more
often that that,” says Livermore. “I
put on a little dab every time I
wash my hands. It’s not greasy
and it absorbs really well.”
In addition to using a lotion on

a regular basis to heal and protect
dry, chapped hands, the experts
recommend gardeners also...
* Wear gloves to protect their

hands from thorns, abrasive tools,
harsh chemicals and the soil it-
self. Pick gloves appropriate for
different garden chores.

Cotton jersey is good for all
around work, while thick leather
gloves are good for wet work or
work around plants with thorns or
spines. For really wet work, in-
cluding handling chemicals, wear
rubber or plastic gloves with cot-
ton liners.
* Use tools to work the soil in-

stead of digging in the dirt with
your bare hands. Soil and potting
mixes, whether in the garden or in
containers, deplete moisture from
the skin on hands and fingers.
Prolonged contact with soil can be
very drying to your hands. Add the
abrasive effect of grit in soil, and
skin begins to lose its protective
barrier to further water loss.

“I know I should wear gloves

(SPM Wire)— Warm weather in
South Carolina means home im-
provement projects — and too
often, con artists looking to prey on
unsuspecting homeowners.

That’s why, if you’re looking to
add a deck, re-roof your house, in-
stall vinyl siding or embark on an-
other home improvement projects,
it pays to be smart.
“The biggest problem is home-

owners paying too much in ad-
vance,” said Charles McAlister,
program coordinator for the South
Carolina Department of Labor, Li-

censing and Regulation’s Residen-
tial Builders Commission (LLR).
“We’ve had contractors get a third
of the money in advance, and a
third the day they started, and then
they just dropped a couple boards
and were gone.”
Many of these con artists are fly-

by-night operators who quote
homeowners a low price and then
abscond with the money.
“Honest contractors do not re-

quire large sums of money up-
front,” McAlister said. “For
example, most builders will build a

$100,000 house on just $500
earnest money.”
McAlister said homeowners can

follow these tips to help avoid being
conned:
• Get at least two bids, and do

not automatically choose the low-
est.
• Ask for local references and

then contact them.
• Contact the Residential

Builder’s Commission at (803) 896-
4696 to see if the contractor is li-
censed and whether there have
been complaints against them.

• Make sure the contractor is
bondable.
• Never pay for an entire job up-

front. The down payment should be
no more than one third of the total
contract price.
• Be specific about what you

want done. Put details in writing, if
possible.
• Check with appropriate local

building officials concerning per-
mits. Residential builders must
pass an exam administered by LLR
and renew their license each year.
A specialty contractor (painter,

(ARA) - Want to make a dra-
matic change to your home’s feel
and décor? You don’t have to re-
place the carpet and furniture, or
even paint the walls. Just get rid
of that fossil of a television set that
has cluttered the family room for
who knows how long and replace
it with a flat panel TV.

When they first hit the market
in the 1990s, these futuristic look-
ing sets were out of a lot of peo-
ple’s price range. Now that supply
has caught up with the demand,
they are becoming more affordable
and people are eager to bring them
into their homes.

Flat panel TVs have many at-
tributes — better picture quality
than the old picture-tube sets,
they take up less space (are only
three to five inches thick) and are
available with wider screens. LCD
(liquid crystal diode) screens are
readily available with screens of
up to 42 inches; plasma screens,
which use charged gas to make a
picture, with screens of up to 80
inches.

As their popularity grows, flat
panel TVs are attracting new at-
tention and products from furni-
ture manufacturers who are
designing ways in which con-
sumers can “show off” their sleek,

modern new TVs. The new sets
offer options that never existed be-
fore.
“Instead of simply placing the

set on a counter, dresser, TV
stand or the floor, you can turn
them into the focal point of a
room,” says Keith Pribyl, director
of consumer sales for a company
that designs and builds a broad
variety of audio video furnishings,

mounts and accessories. “They
can be mounted flat on the wall;
under a cabinet on an articulating
arm that allows them to be
swiveled; from the ceiling so they
can be watched in bed; on a sleek
TV pedestal; or recessed into a
wall so they’re flush with the sur-
face.”

Pribyl’s company offers five cat-
egories of wall mounts.

1. Low Profile — designed to
mount flat panel televisions of any
size less than 1.5 inch from the
wall. (Made of heavy gauge steel,
these mounts are solid and reli-
able).
2. Tilting — designed to mount

a flat panel TV of any size to the
wall while allowing up to 30 de-
grees of tilt for optimal viewing
angle.

3. Tilt and Swivel — designed
for a wide range of viewing angles;
this allows the optimal viewing
from almost anywhere in a room.

4. Tilt Swivel Extend — de-
signed for superior range-of-
motion and viewing angle. Once
installed, allows TV to be posi-
tioned at virtually any angle, even
90 degrees to the wall.

5. Ceiling and Cabinet — de-
signed for mounting a TV when
there is no wall available or suit-
able. Also allows TV or projector to
be mounted on the ceiling, in or
on cabinets — and these also offer
tilt and swivel actions.

“Unless they’re quite handy and
experienced with audio-video
work, we recommend people hire a
professional A/V contractor to in-
stall Flat Panel TVs using our
mounts,” says Pribyl. “Although
the sets are slender, Flat Panel

Keep up with times with new TV

Tips to avoid home repair scams

Protect your hands when digging
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