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Horrible
Helene
Falling trees smash Clinton, as vast
storm batters western South Carolina

By Vic MacDonald
Editor

Because we did not have 
internet, many news items 

are going to have to be 
published in the Oct. 9 
issue, instead of in this 

Oct. 4 e-edition

The City of Clinton was 
pounded Sept. 27 by one of 

the fast-developing hurri-
canes in United States histo-
ry.

Hurricane Helene will for-
ever be known as the storm 
that showed us just how frag-
ile our everyday live can be. 
And, she showed us just how 
strongly we can bounce back.

IF, we do it together.
And, remember our faith.
As Broad Street Unit-

ed Methodist Church post-
ed, Oct. 1 in announcing it 
has electricity, Psalm 46 - A 
Psalm of Comfort

“God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever-present help 
in trouble. Therefore, we will 
not fear, though the earth 
give way abnd the moun-
tains fall into the heart of the 
sea, though its waters roar 
and foam and the mountains 

quake with their surging. ... 
The Lord Almighty is with 
us.”

The scope of Nature’s Fury 
makes those words even more 
important. Helene is respon-
sible for at least 140 deaths 
over a 500-mile destruction 
path (CNN). Three fatalities 
have been officially reported 
in Laurens County - two in 
Clinton and one in Cross Hill. 

Falling trees made respond-
ing to the storm even more 
dangerous, as witnessed by 
two Saluda County volunteer 
firefighters losing their lives 
can attest. Some utility crews 
- they came from throughout 
the nation - reported their 
trucks smashed by falling 
trees. Still, they worked.

And forevemore, we are 
grateful.

“The spirit 
is alive”

By Vic MacDonald
Editor

As the month turned 
from hurricane September 
to rebuilding October, two 
of Clinton’s most prom-
inent citizens provided 
their perspective on chal-
lenges facing the commu-
nity. 

It has been a time, since 
Sept. 27, of neighbors 
helping neighbors, and 
people of faith offering 
prayers for their beloved 
community, and the coun-
ty in which is lies.

This was PC President 
Dr. Anita Gustafson’s post 
on Oct. 1:

“The championship 
spirit is alive on cam-
pus as optimism fills the 
air. Crews and PC staff 
are working diligently to 
restore campus for stu-
dents’ safe return next 
week. Many of our athlet-
ics teams are on the road 
and represernting the Blue 
Hose nation.

“Prayer Service Tomor-
row at 2 pm (Oct. 2): the 
Office of Spiritual Life 
will hold a Service of 

Neighbors helping neighbors
School District 56 staff and volunteers hand out sandwiches at the Clinton High 

School bus ramp, on Sept. 30. They also supported feeding sites at Cross Hill First 
Baptist Church and Joanna Woodson Elementary to address the food insecurity 
brought on by Hurricane Helene. Responding utility crews and first responders got a 
hot lunch in the school’s cafeteria. - Photo by Vic MacDonald

Prayer for the community 
in Belk Loggia. We’d love 
to see you.

“Campus Updates: Yes-
terday (Sept. 30), students 
who were still n campus 
and in residence halls with 
no power were temporari-
ly moved to other residen-
tial facilities. Georgia Hall 
and Spradley are currently 
closed.

“As a reminder, campus 
is closed. Any students 
who have left campus, 

please do not return un-
til given the go ahead. If 
uou have an urgent re-
quest, accommodations 
may be made. Text your 
name, room, and need to 
your RA Duty Phone ... 
Buildings without power 
require a Student Affairs 
escort and will not be al-
lowed after 7 pm. Wait for 
an approval text before 
coming to campus.

“Students who are stay-
ing on campus please do 

not prop doors open.
“Due to the tree that 

struck the Smith Admin-
istration building, the Pro-
vost’s Office will be relo-
cated to 207 5th Avenue.

“Much of the debris has 
been cleared from Vance 
Plaza. We are looking at 
ways to utililize the trees 
we’ve lost. Hint: a fund-
raiser may be in the future.

“Homecoming ... is just 
around the corner, from 

Spirit, 11

Nothing more needs to be said - words can never ex-
press our gratitude to our responding linemen, and their 
families. - Chris Patterson Photo
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Devastation --- Everywhere
as Hurricane Helene carves a 500-mile path through North and South Carolina, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, and Tennessee. 

SOME SCENES: 
Top, car and tree on 
Stonewall Street; North 
Broad Street - Hwy 
308 electrical pole is 
snapped; Presbyterian 
College suffers mas-
sive tree-loss and the 
Provost’s Office has to 
be re-located; Direct-
ly above, the grounds 
of First Presbyterian 
Church, Clinton, on 
East Carolina Ave. 
- Hwy 76. -- Vic Mac-
Donald Photos
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Community journalism starts with community
By Adam Strunk

For National
Newspaper Week

Running a local 
newspaper can be one 
of the most frustrating, 
worthwhile, mundane, 
exciting, demanding, 
rewarding endeav-
ors you can take on. 
Sounds great, kids, 
doesn’t it?

This year, we re-
ceived the honor of 
a request to tell our 
story as part of Nation-
al Newspaper Week. 
The week serves to 
highlight the important 
work local newspapers 
do in their communi-
ties and remind people 
nationwide of the value 
local news provides.

What’s our story? 
Many of you know it 
already.

We were dumb kids, 
or in Bruce’s case, a 
dumb man, who started 
a business in New-
ton, Kansas, with the 
idea that a communi-
ty would pay for and 
support a locally owned 
newspaper filled with 
local news.

Start-ups are increas-
ingly common today. 
In 2015, our idea was 
regularly greeted with 
the question, “You’re 

doing what?”
Naivete rarely gets 

rewarded in the busi-
ness world. But for us, 
it was what allowed us 
to move forward.

There’s a statistic 
that is bandied around. 
Roughly two out of 10 
Americans have met or 
spoken to a journalist.

It usually gets cited 
in various think pieces 
about the decreasing 
trust of the public in the 
media.

People who’ve met 
a journalist are much 
more likely to trust 
what’s reported in the 
news than people who 
have not.

We don’t doubt that 
statistic. But we don’t 
think it holds quite true 
in Harvey County. We 
don’t think we’d be in 
business if that statistic 
was true.

When we opened, we 
hired Wendy Nugent, 
a long-time area jour-
nalist who’d met and 
interviewed residents 
of the county. Since 
working for us, she’s 
written roughly 2,800 
feature stories over her 
nine years. She’s met a 
lot of people.

Bruce Behymer, the 
marketing dude, was a 
lifelong Sedgwick na-

tive. And he knew just 
about everybody. It’s 
still difficult to have a 
conversa tion with him 
in a public setting with-
out at least three people 
interrupting to say hi.

Three of us moved 
here for the first time, 
though Lindsey Young 
did a stint at Bethel 
College many years 
ago.

As we opened, we 
endeavored to be ev-
erywhere, speaking at 
local clubs and senior 
centers, even selling 
subscriptions from a 
truck tailgate at the 
farmers market.

We did this because 
we knew that if we 
could just communicate 
with many people what 
we were doing, people 
would believe in it and 
support us.

Over the years, all 
of us got to know the 
community and the 
readers.

We’d think that a 
good many of you who 
take this paper have 
spoken with us on the 
phone when buying a 
subscription, stopping 
in the office to chat, or 
doing an interview with 
one of our reporters.

You might have had 
us take your ticket or 

pour you a beer at 
our annual Blues, 
Brews and Barbecue 
concert. You might 
have attended one of 
our monthly Press 
Club mingles. We 
invite subscribers to 
come by the office 
and come to a min-
gle, in part so they 
can get to know us 
better.

We’d hazard to say, at 
this point, the majority 
of our readers know at 
least someone at the 
paper.

That’s by design. And 
that’s been important 
to us.

To us, local jour-
nalism isn’t about 
watching a community 
succeed and struggle 
from afar. To us, local 
journalism is a way to 
participate in a commu-
nity we care about by 
providing useful infor-
mation, as well as a lit-
tle bit of accountability, 
entertainment, and joy 
along the way We want 
what’s best for the com-
munity, because it’s our 
community, filled with 
our readers, our friends, 
and our neighbors.

There’s a joke that 
everyone hates Con-
gress but loves their 
congressperson. To us, 
we’ve seen that with 
the paper. Many of our 
readers are skeptical 
of national media, but 
they support the paper. 
“You’re one of the good 
ones,” is a compliment 
that we’re perhaps 
happy to get but makes 
us cringe just a tad, as 
well.

We’re not doing 
things too much differ-
ently than some bigger 
publications. But we 
are visible, accessible 
and around.

And in doing so and 
in covering issues the 
way we’ve done over 
the years, we have the 
trust of many of you. 
A lot of trust. That’s 

not something we take 
lightly.

So if we’ve earned 
anything over our time 
and have to leave with 
one thought, it would 
be that we believe 
newspapers have a key 
impact on our commu-
nities. They keep the 
government honest. 
They keep people in-
formed and connected. 
They provide a snap-
shot of life, far outside 
social media bubbles.

They advocate, desire 
to right wrongs, and 
seek to make where 

they operate a better 
place.

We thank you all for 
giving us that opportu-
nity, we thank you for 
your support, and we 
look forward to filling 
this role for many years 
in the future.

We hope you view 
our publication not 
only as a window to 
the community but an 
important part of its 
structure.

And if you have 
thoughts, as always, 
you know where to find 
us.

.... but, also, Hope & Help

ABOVE, mobile showers at New Prospect Baptist Church, Hwy 221 
S, Laurens; BELOW, food and an encouraging word at Clinton High 
School, Hwy 72 & Springdale Drive. Clinton.
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GRAY
FUNERAL
HOME
Established 1935

Dignified and Sympathetic
Experienced Staff 

Modern Facilities • Ample Parking
Air Conditioned • Chapel 7 Organ 

504 E. Carolina Ave, Clinton
(864) 833-1720

SHERFIELD 
ROOFING

Serving Laurens & Surrounding 
Counties for Over 25 Years!

SHINGLES
ARCHITECT & 3TAB

METAL
Many Different Colors

RUBBER (epdm) 
Flat & Low Slope Roofs

Top Quality & Dependable Work!
Why Settle for Anything Less!

NO MONEY UP FRONT • INSURANCE CLAIMS ACCEPTED

Mountville, SC 29370
994-4909 923-2123

INSTALL ALL TYPES OF ROOFING

FREE ESTIMATES!

Now Offering Financing

WHAT’S 
HAPPENING

IN AND AROUND 
CLINTON

Realizing that many events have been postponed 
because of Hurricane Helene, The Chronicle will 
resume the What’s Happening calendar with the 
Oct. 9 issue. We know, for example, that the Lau-
rens Police Department has rescheduled National 
Night Out from Oct. 1 to November 8.

An important update from th Laurens County 
Community Theatre: Due to the storm, our first 
weekend of Snow White and the Prince has been 
cancelled. But don’t worry! We’ve added extra 
shows to next weekend. Catch us on October 10, 
11 & 12 at 7:30 pm, and Oct. 12 & 13 at 3 pm.
Thank you for your understanding - we hope that 

everyone is fairing well and we can’t wait to see 
you there! (Clinton High auditorium)

CRIME
Laurens County 

Sheriff’s Office: On 
October 2, 2024 at 
approximately 1:30 
AM deputies were 
enegaged in a vehi-
cle pursuit with an 
indivudual vegin-
ning at Reedy Creek 
Road in Fountain 
Inn. At apoproxi-
mately 1L45 AM, 
shots were fired. 
This was an officer 
involved shooting 
and SLED was 
requested to inves-
tigate as is protocol. 
Questions should be 
referred to SLED at 
this time.

The Laurens 
County Sheriff’s 
Office says a Point 
of Distrbution for 
emergency man-
agement supplies 
will be announced 
for Clinton  -- 
POD was Oct. 2 
at Hillcrest East in 
Laurens.

Laurens County 
has announced its 
information num-
bers are:

864-681-2176
864-681-2177
864-681-2178
E-mail:
LChelp@co.lau-

rens.sc.gov
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2021
Dr. McCartha & Dr. McClary

ORTHODONTICS
Thank you for voting us 
the Best Orthodontist.

We love serving 
our patients.

Specializing in Braces and Invisalign
for Children, Adolescents, Adults

Temporomandibular Joint Treatment

FOR A FREE CONSULTATION CALL

833-4343
Conveniently located behind 

Laurens County Hospital
www.mccortho.com

1208 Springdale Drive • Clinton, SC 29325
clintondentalcare@gmail.com

864•833•5400
Where your smile matters!Where your smile matters!

INGROWN TOENAILS
Fungus toenails, bunions, hammertoes, diabetic foot
care, corns and calluses, sprains and fractures, custom
made orthotics, neuromas, heel pain and much more.

864-938-6984

Most Insurance Accepted. 
NO REFERRAL NECESSARY

SPECIALIZING IN MEDICINE & 
SURGERY OF THE FOOT & ANKLE

Dr. Brad Lindstrom, DPM
Dr. Dylan M. Carlisle, DPM

FOOT CLINIC OF S.C.

LLiinnddssttrroomm CCaarrlliisslleeIn Clinton on Tuesdays, Thursday 
& every other Monday.

Onsite
X-Rays

998 Medical Ridge Road, Clinton, SC
We have moved. New Location

(864) 682-4161

upstatecremations.com

$925Starting at 

Online Cremation 

Arrangements....

100 Hampton Avenue, Clinton

833-3136
www.printersassociates.com

For All Your Printing Needs
Full Color Process - Booklets - Brochures
Presentation Folders - Catalogs - Magazines
Flyers - Programs - Letterheads - Envelopes
Business Cards - Invoices - Carbonless Forms
Labels - Tickets - Menus - Wedding Invitations

Silkscreening • Embroidery
Digital Printing • Quality Color Copies

CUTLINE:  Sarah 
Segars is shown in her 
senior photo. She grad-
uated from what was 
then Lander College 
in 1943.  Photo from 
Lander Archives, 1943 
issue of “The Naiad”.

GREENWOOD — 
One of Lander Uni-
versity’s oldest living 
alumni is approaching a 
major milestone.

Sarah Boazman Se-
gars, of Laurens Coun-
ty, graduated from what 
was then Lander Col-
lege in 1943, and is set 
to celebrate her 102nd 
birthday in October.

Her son, Ernie Se-
gars, said his mother 
has had a “right re-
markable life,” and 
noted that Sarah was a 
day student at Lander 
and served as president 
of the day students’ stu-
dent government while 
attending. 

After graduating, 
she began teaching 
all around the state 
of South Carolina. 
Sarah taught in Horry 
County, Columbia, 
Greenville, Greenwood 
and Laurens County – 
her hometown. After 
dedicating 40 years to 
teaching in the class-
room, she continued 
to make an impact by 
instructing GED classes 
during her retirement.

### END ###
Submitted by:
Lindsey Hodges

ABOVE, the heavily wooded Pinehaven Park in 
Clinton suffered the loss of 1 of its 2 new picnic 
shelter, built by Laurens County Rec with money 
from the Local Option Sales Tax passed by voters 
in Nov., 2020; Below, Geico is on the scene of 
Presbyterian College fallen trees removal and 
broken power poles (Maple Street).
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Food Insecurity -- and Help Arrives

Hurricane Helene information line: 1-866-246-0133
South Carolina Emergency Management Division

From Lydia Mill to Presbyterian College, wooden electrical poles are snapped like twigs

By Vic MacDonald
Editor

Neighbors were helping 
neighbors Monday deal 
with the immense trage-
dy of Hurricane Helene in 
Clinton.

District 56 handed out 
food at Clinton High and 

Joanna Woodson Elemen-
tary, (1 pm at CHS and 5 
pm at JWES until supplies 
were gone)and at Cross 
Hill First Baptist Church; 
and the City of Clinton 
set up food give-aways at 
Martha Dendy Park, Shir-
ley Jenkins Park and Lyd-
ia Mill Park. The Comfort 

Food Queen Autsha Smith 
handed out food at 200 
West Carolina Avenue (5 
pm until gone).

Food insecurity was just 
of the problems at people 
faced, along with no elec-
tricity, blocked driveways 
and roads, gasoline panic, 
and suspension of County 

EMS service until roads 
were made safer.

Hurricane Helene has 
killed at least 140 people 
on a 500-mile path of de-
struction (CNN). Western 
South Carolina was one 
of the worst hit - but not 
as bad at the mountains of 
Western North Carolina 

where entiure towns and 
neighbors were washed 
away. At one opint, more 
than 600 people were 
unaccounted for.  Social 
media reports said dead 
bodies could be see on the 
river banks and in washed 
away trees.

By Wednesday morn-
ing, SC Emergency Man-
agement had set up a 
supplies give-away at 
Hillcrest East on Bolt 
Drive in Laurens, and the 
Sheriff’s Office had post-
ed a map of how to access 
the one-way-in-and-one-
way-out drive through (10 
a.m. - 7 p.m.) - next door, 
at Hillcrest Square, sat a 
large mobile until from 
Charleston County.

Still, Laurens County 
residents were wondering 
why we were not on the 
Governor’s list of FEMA 
designated counties for in-
dividual aid - that has been 
remedied and the letter at 
left is Laurens County’s 
attempt to explain what 
happened.

At one point during a 
horrific weekend, pub-
lished reports said 22 peo-
ple were dead in Clinton 
and surrounding vicinity. 
These were:

2 killed in Clinton as 
tree fell on a vehicle (a 3rd 
death was confirmed later 
as a tree fell on the house 
in Cross Hill);

1 killed in a Greenwood 
house;

2 Saluda County volun-
teer firefighters killed;

2  Chapin people in Lit-
tle Mountain, Newberry 
County;

5 in Spartanburg Coun-
ty;

2 in Anderson County;
4 in Greenville County; 

and
4 in Aiken County.
Clinton was under a 10 

p.m. to 6 a.m. curfew. Dis-

trict 56 schools are closed 
until Oct. 14 - varsity 
football was cancelled for 
Oct. 4, as was the Home-
coming game hosting 
Union County (no make-
up). Presbyterian College 
is closed until the end of 
fall break on Oct. 9 (the 
football team played at 
Davidson 2 days after the 
hurricane, on Sunday, ral-
lying from a 35-6 deficit to 
make it a 10-point game in 
the 3rd quarter, before los-
ing by 11, details at gob-
luehose.com). This com-
ing weekend’s Squealin’ 
on the Square in Laurens 
was first announced as 
on, then announced as 
being re-evaluated, then 
announced as postponed 
with a make-up date to be 
determined by the Main 
Street Laurens board -- 
as recently as Wednesday 
morning, there were pig 
signs on some Laurens 
streets listing this week-
end as the festival dates.

Right after the storm, 
PC’s campus, Thornwell, 
and South Adair Street 
were the places to avoid 
because of fallen trees and 
the threat of more falling 
trees (roots weakened 
by saturating rain). The 
wreckage was even worse 
in the Lydia Mill neigh-
borhood, where 3 men ap-
parently from the National 
Guard fought valiantly 
against one of the huge 
trees blocking one of the 
streets.

Electrical lines were 
down everywhere.

A small group from 
Bethany Presbyterian 
Church gathered at The 
Depot for prayer. Behind 
them, a crew from Power 
Grid Services of Hartselle, 
Alabama, worked with a 
Clinton crew to repair an 
electric pole, leaning to-
ward Highway 76. 
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Rates effective as of May 10, 2023. CD specials require a $1,000 minimum opening deposit up to a maximum of 
$250,000. Subject to certain conditions and qualifications. Deposit products offered by U.S. Bank National Association. 
Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC. 

1.Offer good for the initial term only. CD is automatically renewed for the same term. The rate is determined based on 
the published rate for the CD, excluding CD Specials, that is closest to but not exceeding the term of the CD. Advertised 
rate and APY are offered at the bank’s discretion and may change daily. 

2.Annual Percentage Yield (APY) assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for the term of the certificate. All 
interest payments for the APY will be made at the end of the term or annually, whichever occurs first. Penalty will be 
imposed for early withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings on the account.

State Farm and the State Farm logo are registered trademarks of State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company.

Matt Davis Ins and Fin Svc
Agent

906 South Broad Street, Suite B 
Clinton, SC 29325-2866
Bus: 864-833-5036
Cell: 864-529-8465
matt.davis.mtwo@statefarm.com

Contact me to earn more on your savings with competitive 
Certificate of Deposit (CD) rates from U.S. Bank.

7 month1 11 month1

4.55 APY2 4.65 APY2

Want better interest?
CDs are a safe bet.

In the brutal sunlight of Monday morning ...

“The poles and 
wires that make 
up our transmis-
sion system have 
experienced un-
precendent dam-
age.” - Michael 
Callahan, presi-
dent of Duke En-
ergy’s utility op-
erations in South 
Carolina

FEMA: 1-800-621-3362
disasterassistance.gov

By Vic MacDonald
Editor

The new picnic shelter at Pinehaven 
Park is crushed.

The City’s sign for the new recreation 
center is in the middle of branches.

The new Clinton library seems to be 
OK, because a large tree in the back fell 
away from the building.

The rear entrance to the gym and cafe-
teria at Clinton High School looked like 
a utility staging area, because crews were 
getting a hot mid-day meal.

These are the sights of Clinton on Sep-
tember 30, 2024, along with the whir 
of chainsaw clawing out the residents 
of Lydia Mill from hundreds of fallen 
branches.

Slowly, Clinton is recovering from 
Horrible Helene.

Nearby, the board of Main Street Lau-
rens has decided to postpone Squealin’ 
on the Square from this weekend to a 
date to be announced. The Square has 
power but many side streets still have di-
sasterous conditions.

On many hack roads in Laurens Coun-
ty, the shoulders are filled with the re-
mains of sawed up trees - if you are 
driving and meeting a car that strays into 
your lane, you have two choices, either 
of which can be fatal. 

Thornwell in Clinton, which started as 
a orphange, issued an updated condition 
statement. More than 30 trees are down, 
and several buildings are damaged. The 
best way to help is cash to: thornwell.org/
give/

President/CEO Rev. Myron Wilkins 
said, “As we move forward, day by day, 
we draw comfort and inspiration from 
the Scriptures:

God is our refuge and strength, an ev-
er-present help in trouble. Psalms 46:1

And God will generously provide all 
you need. Then you will always have ev-
erything you need, and plenty left over to 
share with others. 2 Corinthians 9:8

“Trusting God to provide and restore.”
Also, Sadler Hughes Apothecary is pro-

viding community service. As of Mon-
day afternoon, the phones were down but 
they were able to process claims. They 
have refrigerator packs for people who 
need to keep insulin refrigerated (bring 
old ones for trade in). They also have a 
conference room for charging phones.

Of course, the Sept. arrival of Hur-
ricane Helene is a double whammy for 
Clinton, still reeling from the Aug. 27 
fire that displaced 4 businesses on Mus-
grove Street. Some good news came in 
late September (just before the hurri-
cane) as the Laurens County Council on 
a 6-1 vote agreed to commit $250,000 
to the Clinton Economic Development 
Corporation to match in whatever way 
the CEDC decides to use the money. The 
City also has asked the Laurens County 
Development Corporation for $250,000 
to help attract a $5.8 Million investment 
in Uptown Clinton apartments.

As October approached, it appeared 
that the next time Laurens County has an 
emergency of this size confronting it, it 
will be in the capable hands of the Clin-
ton Police Chief.

Sonny Ledda told The Chronicle on 
September 11 that he is retiring, but a 
later report left his plans after Oct. 4 up 
in the air. Subsequently, it was reported 
that Ledda will be the new Emergency 
Management director for Laurens Coun-
ty effective Oct. 15. He has more than 
25 years experience working with and 
managing people and resources in the 
military and in law enforcement. He is 
one of several employees who have tran-
sitioned from working with Clinton to 
working for Laurens County, including 
the finance director and the city planner/
building codes enforcer, to work under 
County Administrator Thomas Higgs, 
himself a former Clinton City Manager. 
So far, the Clinton City Council has not 
said anything, in public, about the city’ds 
“brain drain”.

Also on Monday, the Laurens County 
Coroner’s Office identified 3 Hurricane 
Helene victims:

-- Richard Dylan Rathbone, 31, at 
Thomas Carson Lawson, 41, both of 
Clinton, who died when a tree fell on a 
car in Clinton; and 

-- Carl Thomas Baiey, 59, of Cross Hill, 
who died when a tree fell on a camper.

Now that the immediate weather-cri-
sis has passed - although there is another 
storm on the horizon - attention turns to 
how individual home owners can access 
aid from FEMA (the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency), which included 
Laurens County governments in an aid 
declaration, but not individuals based on 
a recommendation from Gov. Henry Mc-
Master’s Office. Laurens Mayor Nathan 
Senn has been especially vocal about 
distinguishing City from County respon-
sibilities in these cases. Other elected of-
ficials have weighed in, including State 
Senator Danny Verdi, a Laurens busi-
nessman:

“The past several days have been very 
difficult and daunting. On one hand we 
have heroic stories of neighbors helpign 
neighbors, strangers helping strangers, 
and the sense of community rallying to-
gether to protect one another. We thank 
God for those who have been kept sfe 
through the storm. However, we also 
know that many arte expereinciung much 
pain right now with the loss of ptoperty, 
days without power and especially those 
who are grieving the loss of loved ones.

“In times like these, it’s important to 
remember tht we are in this togerther 
abd brighter days are ahead - yet we also 
know that there is still a lot of work to be 
done first.

“I have been in constant contact with 
federal, state and lcoal officials, laew en-
forcement, fire and rescue, utility teams 
and the governig offering ourt assistance 
in any capacity to help with disaster 
ecovery efforts. I will do my best rto upd-
tae you on the latest impact to our aea. If 
can be of assistance please let me know: 
dannyverdic@scsenate.gov or 803-212-
6250. ...

“I want to personally thank all who 
have stepped up to keep our citizens safe: 
law enforcement, fire and rescue, EMS, 
line workers, pubic safety, and the coun-
tledss private citizens who have taken it 
upon themselves to help those in need. 

This is just the begin-
ningm, but with progress, 
and partnership, we will 
make it through the road 
ahead.” 

Retiring Congressman 
Jeff Duncan and U.S. Sen-
ator Lindsey Graham also 
have sent out information 
about how individuals can 

apply for federal aid.
Laurens County is one 

of 20 counties under a 
burning ban in unincor-
porated areas, including 
yard debris. The SC For-
estry Commission has 
posted more to Facebook. 
Piedmont Tech remains 
closed through Oct. 4. 

And, School District 55 
has cancelled athletics and 
practices through Oct. 5 - 
Homecoming will be re-
scheduled.

More info was to be pre-
sented at a Wednesday, 4 
p.m. press conference for 
local media at the Hill-
crest administration.
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Sitting on the 
sidewalk, in 
front of what 

is now The Grove 
apartments, in the dy-
ing hours of daylight, 
you couldn’t help but 
choke back a tear.
And wonder.
“What are we going 
to do now?”
What are WE, a 
Southern Textiles 
town, now without 
textiles, going to do 
with 4 burned out 
businesses and a 
gaping hole in our 
Uptown business 
community. We don’t 
have the money to fix 
this. We’ve used all 
our money - repairing 
the police and fire 
station, trying to build 
a recreation complex, 
maintaining water, 
sewer, electrical 
lines, streets, gar-
bage trucks, trying to 
attract investment and 
subdivisions - and, 
now, THIS?
We had a cry.
We prayed to God.
We remembered what 
used to be there.
Then,
We got to work.

We have always done 
this. We have gotten 
to work. Look, what 
other Southern town 
our size has 2 col-
leges, an orphanage, 
a home for severely 
special needs people, 
places that used to be 
known as “nursing 
homes”, the Sinclair 
Center. What other 
small Southern town 
pumps money into 
the maintenance and 
operation of a County 
Hospital (far too few, 
we fear). What other 
small Southern town 
tries to grow but finds 
people on its outskirts 
opposed to growth.
And, now THIS?
It is no wonder that 
this newspaper, just 
hours after the fire of 
August 27 on Mus-
grove Street, called 
for an audience 
with the Governor. 
If South Carolina is 
serious about resil-
iency, it can make a 
statement right here. 

Right now.
It can help this small 
Southern town sur-
vive.
Not that we won’t try 
to do it on our own. 
CLINTON NEVER 
asks for help. That 
way, when you expect 
nothing, you will nev-
er be disappointed.
But, make no mis-
take, we do not have 
the money to fix all 
the problems The 
Fire has caused - we 
need a loan from the 
USDA, we need a 
community bounce 
back grant from 
HUD, we need atten-
tion from our Con-
gressman - these are 
the people who know 
where the money is 
hidden. Political Can-
didates? You want our 
vote? Now’s the time 
to earn it.
Money that we, Clin-
ton, have paid into the 
federal coffers FOR 
YEARS and really 
never seen a return 
on. Now we are going 
to regret having spent 
all that ARPA money, 
because the Pandem-
ic wasn’t that long 
ago and we were just 
starting to emerge 
from that disaster 

(even as Covid is 
still among us) when 
this happened. The 
Employees of these 
businesses need help. 
And we will try to 
give it to them - with 
money to a founda-
tion, and T-shirt sales, 
and music festivals, 
and GoFundMe 
because, that’s who 
we are. And, make no 
mistake, we are NOT 
asking us to change in 
that regard. We have 
always been a gener-
ous people and that is 
not going to change, 
no matter how much 
The Nation turns 
skeptical about help-
ing anyone who seeks 
a better life with 
anything.

We had a good cry, 
on and after August 
27 then, we got to 
work. Main Street 
Clinton, Main Street 
South Carolina, and 
the Laurens County 
Chamber of Com-
merce Foundation 
found themselves 
together, immedi-
ately, and there is a 
way you can help. It 
printed right across 
the masthead of This 
Newspaper, which 

has been doing what 
we are doing right 
now - rallying the 
people of Clinton - 
since 1900. 
Sunshine City is sell-
ing shirts.
A group is selling 
Prayers for Clinton 
shirts - their flyer is 
on Page 12 - the logo 
was designed by a 
man who survived the 
Bailey Manor fire.
A Music Festival was 
conducted Sept. 22, 
as volunteer musi-
cians stepped for-
ward.
Presbyterian College 
acknowledged first 
responders - using the 
name Hometown He-
roes that we used in a 
special section not too 
long ago - at the Sept. 
21 football game.
All this raises aware-
ness -- all this and 
much more that we 
probably don’t even 
know about -- helps, 
and is very, very 
much appreciated. 
Our State owes much 
to our cities - not 
just the big ones, the 
ones that get ALL the 
attention, but us, too, 
the burned ones.
- Vic MacDonald
The Editor.

More History about 120 Musgrove  
Joanne Todd Stewart

With so much being shared about Clinton’s devastat-
ing fire recently that took out several of the old build-
ings on Musgrove St, I have been much in thought 
about the building at 120 Musgrove.  Most every 
Clinton native has fond memories of this being Ros-
es’ dime store. Many have recalled the squeaky floors 
and the aroma of fresh popcorn.  I too remember these 
characteristics of this store; however, some of my fam-
ily stories reach back a bit further than these memories.  

Before 120 Musgrove was P H Rose building, it was 
The Bee Hive, built around 1910-1912.  It was owned 
by my great, great uncles, George Bailey and his broth-
er, Preston B. Bailey.  It was a mercantile dry goods 
store.  My grandfather, Clyde Todd, was head salesman  
at The Bee Hive until his untimely death during the 
Spanish flu epidemic in 1918. I grew up hearing about 
this store from my grandmother and my father, Hubert 
Todd. I recall as a child seeing in the sidewalk several 
translucent glass blocks that let light in to the basement 
below. Also embedded in the sidewalk were brass discs 
saying THE BEE HIVE. 

My father’s cousin, Joe Simpson, has written two 
little books about growing up in Clinton, MY MEM-
OIRS and OTHER MEMOIRS, by Joseph Horace 
Simpson.  Several times  he referenced The Bee Hive, 
stating that in l913 he took a job as a clerk along side 
my grandfather, Clyde Todd.

One paragraph in OTHER MEMOIRS, p. 15, tells an 
interesting fact about the construction of this building.

“When Messrs. George W. Bailey and Arthur P. 
Little erected the BEE HIVE, now known as the Rose 
Building, there was a good live spring of pure water 
underneath the sidewalk.  They placed a coil in this 
spring and had it capped, or boxed in. The surplus 
water was then piped under the store and into a ditch 
behind the store. A nice fountain was erected at the 
edge of the sidewalk with a place for horses to drink 
on the street side and a bubbling spout for humans to 
get a good cold drink of water on a hot summer day.  
The fountain has long since been done away with but 
I wonder if the ditch is still carrying off the water or if 
the spring has gone dry.”

Simpson recalled another story of advertising the 
Bee Hive. OTHER MEMOIRS, p 38.

“One of the methods of advertising back then was 
to have a wooden board about two feet square with 
advertisements printed on them.  One of these signs 
was nailed to an old oak tree on a hillside road and 
said, Hurry, Hurry, if you want to see Clyde at the Bee 
Hive.”

Yes, this destructive fire took a lot of Clinton his-
tory with it.  I’ll never forget the text my son sent me 
during that night,  “Downtown Clinton is on fire. THE 
BEE HIVE is gone.”

No sooner had Clinton wrapped its head 
about one tragedy - the Aug. 27 Musgrove 
Street fire - we were hit with another - the 
Sept. 27 arrival of Hurricane Helene. These 
are commentaries related to both events.

Dr. David O’Shields has urged all teach-
ers to deal with compassion the missed 
e-assignments from this terrible time. This 
is the District 56 statement about schools 
closing:

Due to the unprecedented damage caused 
by Hurricane Helene, all Laurens County 
School District Schools will be on e-learn-
ing Sept. 30 - October 2. As you know the 
loss of power ... and interrupted cell ser-
vice have wreaked havoc across mutiple 
counties, including ours.

Intercession will be postponed; there-
fore, with fall break, no school will be held 
until Monday, October 14. Twelve month 
employees will report as scheduled once 
power is restored.

Please Stay safe, cool as possible, and 
hydrated (see Clinton Middle Facebook for 
more school-related details).
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Richard’s
Service
Center
Inc.

Appliance Installation & Service
Furniture Repair

Jeff Richards, Owner
864-923-2312

Local • Honest • Dependable
Experienced • Certified • Insured

Email: rsci.richards0@gmail.com

Classifieds & Legals 1 week - $15    2 weeks - $20    3 weeks - $30    4 weeks - $40

Contact Randall SavelyContact Randall Savely
  803.750.9561 | scnnonline.com 803.750.9561 | scnnonline.com South Carolina

Newspaper Network

PLACE YOUR AD IN MORE THAN 
80 SC NEWSPAPERS

Reach up to 1.5 million readers 
using our small space ad network!

Statewide and regional options available

All real estate advertised 
herein is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because 
of race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, 
or intention to make any 
such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination.” 
State law also forbids 
discrimination based on 
these factors. We will not 
knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

REAL ESTATE
Two refurbished homes 
for sale by owner in Clin-
ton, 206 S. Adair - big 
two-story, 5 bedrooms, 4 
baths, hardwood floors, 
new architect roof (main 
part and porch), two 
new HT/AC units, utility 
house, basements, carport, 
3700 sq ft under roof. 
Reduced to $210,000.
Also, 705 E. Ferguson 
St., 3 bedrooms, 1 shower 
bath, refinished hardwood 
floors, central HT/AC, 
dishwasher, new architect 
roof, new water heater, 
big deck, carport, shady 
lot, reduced to $105,000.
Both homes passed 
city inspection. Contact 
Charles Buice, 864-833-
4679.             S11-4p-O2

To Buy
House to be moved. 864-
872-9787, call between 9 
am and 4 pm.       S14-tfn

To Rent
Glendale Manor Apart-
ments: 1 & 2 BR apart-
ments for elderly or 50+ 
handicapped/disabled. 
Rent based on income. 
Call 833-5742 for ap-
pointment. Equal Housing 
Opportunity, handicapped 
accessible.         Ag26-tfn

Services
CLEANING CINDY. 
Make life a little less 
stressful… Let me clean 
your home or office 
weekly or bi-weekly. Call 
Cindy, 923-5276. S25-tfn

BUYING THE COM-
MEMORATIVE COKE 

and drink bottles made 
at Laurens Glass in 70s 
and 80s. Also any older 
Coca-Cola advertising 
items: signs, trays, toy 
trucks, thermometers, 
clocks, etc. Call 681-
2202.               A14-tfn

1981 CLEMSON Cham-
pionship drink cans. Call 
681-2202.            F15-tfn

NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS OF ESTATES
All person having claims 
against the following 
estates MUST file their 
claims on FORM #371ES 
with the Probate Court of 
Laurens County, the ad-
dress of which is P.O. Box 
194, Laurens, SC, 29360, 
within eight (8) months 
after the date of the first 
publication of this Notice 
to Creditors or within 
one (1) year from date 
of death, whichever is 
earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, 
et seq.), or such persons 
shall be forever barred as 
to their claims. All claims 
are required to be present-
ed in written statements 
on the prescribed form 
(FORM #371ES) indicat-
ing the name and address 
of the claimant, the basis 
of the claim, the amount 
claimed, the date when 
the claim will become 
due, the nature of any un-
certainty as to the claim, 
and a description of any 
security as to the claim.

Estate: Judy Mae Pyles. 
Date of Death: May 30, 
2024. Case Number: 
2024ES3000318. Person-
al Representative: Anzetta 
Nekol Pyles, 210 Fair-
view Lake Way, Simpson-
ville, SC 29680.     
                       S25-3p-09

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO KIDS. Your donation 
helps fund the search for 
missing children. Accept-
ing Trucks, Motorcycles 
& RV’s , too! Fast Free 
Pickup – Running or Not 
– 24 Hour Response – 
Maximum Tax Donation 
– Call (888) 515-3810

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and 
longest lasting material 
– steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. 

Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer 
up to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-855-900-1261

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mo-
bility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 
833-230-8692

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance – NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 
1-855-397-7030 www.
dental50plus.com/60 
#6258

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-877-852-0368

AUTOS FOR SALE

2024 CORVETTE-white. 
LT2 engine, performance 
exhaust, many extras! 
Museum delivery (2,000 
miles). Call or text 843-
283-8930. $67,500 obo!!

AUCTIONS

Absolute Construc-
tion-Truck Auction. Tue., 
Oct 8 at 8AM Lumberton, 
NC. Major construction 
– trucks will sell at 1PM 
and cars at 10:00AM. 
10%BP. meekinsauction.
com NCLN 858 910-739-
0547

ADVERTISE YOUR 
AUCTION in 80 S.C. 
newspapers for only 
$375. Your 25-word clas-
sified ad will reach more 
than 1.5 million readers.  
Call Randall Savely at the 
S.C. Newspaper Network, 
803-750-9561.

HELP WANTED – 
DRIVERS

ADVERTISE YOUR 
DRIVER JOBS in 80 
S.C. newspapers for only 
$375. Your 25-word clas-
sified ad will reach more 
than 1.5 million readers.  
Call Randall Savely at the 
S.C. Newspaper Network, 
803-750-9561.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR 
SALE

Prepare for power outages 
with Briggs & Stratton 
PowerProtect(TM) stand-
by generators – the most 
powerful home standby 
generators available. 
Industry-leading com-
prehensive warranty of 
7 years ($849 value.) 
Proudly made in the 
U.S.A. Call Briggs & 
Stratton 1-855-212-3281.

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-844-775-0366 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited 

time, waving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by deal-
er. Offer ends 9/30/24.) 
Call 1-877-582-0113

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFil-
ter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-875-2449.

TELEVISION & INTER-
NET SERVICES

DIRECTV OVER 
INTERNET – Get your 
favorite live TV, sports 
and local channels. 
99% signal reliabili-
ty! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium 
Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Pack-
age or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-855-237-9741

DIRECTV- All your 
entertainment. Nothing 
on your roof! Sign up for 
Directv and get your first 
three months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cin-
emax included. Choice 

package $84.99/mo. 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-844-
624-1107

Get DISH Satellite TV 
+ Internet!  Free Install, 
Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-877-542-
0759

VACATION RENTALS

ADVERTISE YOUR 
VACATION PROPERTY 
FOR RENT OR SALE 
to more than 1.5 million 
S.C. newspaper readers. 
Your 25-word classified 
ad will appear in 80 S.C. 
newspapers for only 
$375. Call Randall Savely 
at the South Carolina 
Newspaper Network, 
803-750-9561.

Buy or Sell al-
most anything 
with Chronicle 

Classifieds, 864-
833-1900; nor-
mal classifieds 
and legals will 

resume with the 
Oct. 9 issue.
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Sports & Recreation

Coaches, send your team’s info to: news@clintonchronicle.net

Mark your calendars and start mak-
ing plans. Keep an eye on the web-
site, your mailbox, email, and social 
media as we will update activities 
and fill in additional information. 
Some events do have participation 
maximums, so your early RSVP is 
encouraged. Please note that some 
activities are by invitation only.

Thursday, Oct. 17
REOPENING OF THE MARY 

BAILEY VANCE SUITT ROTUN-
DA AND BAILEY GALLERY

5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Neville Hall
Join us as we reopen this fine 

gallery inside the beautiful rotunda 
of Neville Hall. Enjoy music, fellow-
ship, and refreshments with members 
of the PC and Clinton communi-
ties. This will be a Laurens County 
Chamber of Commerce – Business 
After Hours.

Friday, Oct. 18
CLASS OF 1974 50TH REUNION 

LUNCH
Noon – 1:30 p.m. (invitation only)
Harper Center
Get ready to step back in time and 

share a slice of nostalgia for this 
year’s 50th Reunion, a cherished 
moment for those who hold a special 
place in PC history. The Harper Gal-
lery becomes a portal to the past, a 
space where memories are rekindled 
with the warmth of familiar faces.

SCOTOBERFEST
Noon – 3 p.m.
East Lawn (by GDH)
The History Department welcomes 

you to the East Lawn to immerse 
yourself in a culture that’s rich, 
vibrant, and undeniably festive. So, 
bring your appetite, inner warrior, 

and sense of adventure.
PC ROTC HALL OF FAME 
INDUCTION CEREMONY
2 – 2:45 p.m.
Armed Forces Memorial (in 

between Jacobs Hall & Har-
rington-Peachtree Center)

The ROTC Plaza takes center stage 
as the 2023 inductee will be honored. 
A moment where you become part of 
the legacy, the honor, and the unwav-
ering commitment to the values that 
define the ROTC program. Be a part 
of this extraordinary chapter in PC 
history.

TRUE BLUE LEGACY TOUR
3 – 4:30 p.m.
Kuhne Auditorium (Neville Hall)
The True Blue Legacy Tour offers 

an exclusive opportunity for alumni 
with children in 9th through 12th 
grade to engage in an informative 
session with esteemed faculty, gain-
ing insights into the evolving aca-
demic landscape. The event also en-
compasses a comprehensive campus 
tour, providing a firsthand glimpse 
into the institution’s cutting-edge 
facilities and vibrant scholastic envi-
ronment.

Legacies – please have your high 
school-age student register with the 
admissions team here

BEN HAY HAMMET SOCIETY 
RECEPTION

5 – 6:30 p.m. (invitation only)
President’s Home
The Class of 1973’s induction 

into the Society is a testament to the 
mark you’ve left on the fabric of PC. 
Along with alumni who have tread 
the path for 50 or more years, it’s a 
rendezvous of legends, a union of 
wisdom, and a tribute to those who 

have shaped the legacy and spirit of 
PC.

NEVILLE BBQ, LAWN PARTY 
& CLASS REUNIONS

6:30 – 10:30 p.m.
Neville Hall
Get ready to barbecue and boogie 

with the ultimate party under the 
stars and the gorgeous backdrop of 
Neville Hall. Reunion classes and all 
alumni will enjoy a fun night min-
gling with students, faculty, and staff 
while creating new memories with 
old friends. We’ll have a barbecue 
with all the fixings prepared by The 
Pasture and beverages served by 
The Lumberyard. Both are favorite 
local establishments in downtown 
Clinton. Get those dancing shoes on, 
too, because the beats are going to be 
infectious, courtesy of Soul Intent! 
(food and beverages for purchase at 
the event)

Saturday, Oct. 19
BREAKFAST WITH THE 
PRESIDENT
8:30 – 9:15 a.m.
Smith Administration Building
Set those alarms for a delectable 

breakfast spread, and the dynamic 
presence of Dr. Anita Gustafson, our 
20th president. Whether you are re-
uniting with a familiar face or cross-
ing paths for the first time, this is an 
opportunity that’s about to fill your 
day with energy and enthusiasm. 
Join us in the newly renovated Butch 
’60 and Brenda Woodward Lobby in 
the Smith Administration Building 
and get a sneak peek into the future 
of our beloved institution.

ALUMNI AWARDS & 
MEMORIAL RECOGNITION
9:30 – 10:30 a.m.
Belk Auditorium
Join the energy of old friends, new 

acquaintances, and kindred spirits in 
the illustrious Belk Auditorium. Get 
ready to be inspired as we highlight 
the alumni trailblazers, achievers, 
and game-changers of 2023 and 
honor the memory of those who have 
passed

TRUE BLUE TAILGATE
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Bailey Memorial Stadium
($25 per person)
Year one was a great success, 

year two is going to be even better! 
Hang out with your squad, catch up 
with classmates, and rekindle bonds 
that will last a lifetime. Food and 
drinks provided. Music by acoustic 
duo Time Pirates. But hold on tight, 
because here’s the cherry on top – 
reserved spaces for reunion classes! 
Spread the word and get ready to 
dive into a tailgating phenomenon!

BLUE HOSE VS DRAKE
1 p.m. Kickoff
Bailey Memorial Stadium
Get ready to shake the very foun-

dation of Bailey Stadium. Bring your 
energy and excitement as we gear 
up for the showdown of epic propor-
tions, where every pass, every tackle, 
and every touchdown sends a shock-
wave through the crowd. So, get 
ready to show the power of the Blue 
Hose spirit – a force to be reckoned 
with! Go Blue Hose!

For ticket information or to pur-
chase tickets, please call (864) 
833-8240 or visit the “Fan Zone” tab 
on www.gobluehose.com.

PC Football battles at 
Davidson in Helene game
By Vic MacDonald

Editor

Presbyterian College 
Football players knew two 
things when they played 
Sept. 29 at Davidson.

1. This was supposed to 
be a Saturday night home 
game, but Hurricane He-
lene a day before made 
that impractical; and

2. People in Clinton 
were hurting, their cam-
pus was in tatters because 
of falling trees, and it was 
uncertain what they would 
be coming home to. So it 

was no surprise that as the 
5 p.m. game began, they 
might have been a little 
distracted. Davidson took 
advantage of that to score 
28 second-quarter points.

Falling behind 35-
6, they could have just 
packed it in - live to fight 
another day. But, then, 
something happened.

PC put up 18 third-quar-
ter points, as Davidson 
managed 7. Basically, 
midway through the third 
quarter it looked like who-
ever would win, would 
win the fourth quarter- 

that quarter wound up 6-6 
and the Wildcats took an 
11-point Pioneer Football 
League win, in the game 
they weren’t even sup-
posed to host.

But, we learned some-
thing about the 2-3 Blue 
Hose playing in Steve 
Englehart’s third season 
against the 3-1 Wildcats 
-- they are a much tough-
er “out” in the nationwide 
PFL than in seasons past. 
That could be important 
later - they have pre-sea-
son league number one 
Drake coming in Oct. 19. 

The 48-37 Davidson 
win secured for them, 
again, the 1919 Cup, sym-
bol of the cross-border 
NC-SC rivalry. The Blue 
Hose don’t want to have 
to be a second-half team, 
but in the game, it’s hard 
to argue with the result - 
outscoring the opponent 
25-12 in the second half, 
earning more first downs, 
28 to 23, and making good 
on 9 of 13 3rd down con-
versions. Redshirt fresh-
man QB Collin Hurst 
became the first signal-
caller in the Englehart era 

to throw for at least 350 
yards (he had 358), and 
Worth Warner caught 8 
passes for 132 receiving 
yards. Senior Zach Swit-
zer scored 3 times, two 
runs and one reception, 
and went for 143 all-pur-
pose yards. 

Now, if they could run 
and if the defense can 
just come along so the 
opponent doesn’t score 
48 points, things may be 
on the right track. For his 
part, senior Alex Herri-
ott did the job, 13 tackles 
and the 12th time in his 

career with at least 10 
tackles in a game. He is 
the 3rd player since 2007 
(PC joins NCAA Division 
I) to record 300 tackles 
altogether. So now, with 
the PC campus still closed 
to the public because of 
weather-induced hazards, 
the Blue Hose have to fly 
off to San Diego. But now 
they go as a symbol -- a 
symbol of Clinton’s reso-
lute spirit, that hurricanes 
can blow fiercely, but just 
like The Palmetto, this 
team knows it can bend 
but refuses to break.  
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Players of the week
The Oct. 3 Laurens County Touchdown Club meeting was can-

celled because of Hurricane Helene damage and recovery.

The Laurens County Touchdown Club is proud to announce that for the September 
13 game, the Player of the week is Junior Nehemias Fernandez of Laurens District High 
School.

 Nehemias is a junior offensive running back and quarterback for the Raiders as they lost a 
hard fought contest to A C Flora by a score of 20 - 17 at Memorial Stadium in Columbia.

Junior Nehemias ‘Nemo’ Fernandez offensively had 26 carries for 217 yards and one 
touchdown.  Fernandez was a workhorse all night and had several long runs including his 49 
yard run for a touchdown in the 3rd quarter. Fernandez averaged 8.3 yards per carry on the 
night. Head Coach Greg Porter stated, “Nehemias has an incredible work ethic on and off 
the field.  Nemo has always put the Team first….and when needed to play quarterback, there 
was no hesitation.  It’s about the Team from him.”

The Laurens County Touchdown Club honored Fernandez on September 19 at the third 
Touchdown Club meeting of the year. Player of the Week awards this year will presented by 
Farm Bureau Insurance of Laurens County.

Clinton High School volleyball player McKenzie Clark is the GoLaurens.com Athlete of 
the Week, presented by Self Regional Healthcare in partnership with the Lakelands Region 
YMCA-Laurens and the Clinton YMCA.

Nominees for the week of Sept. 9 included McKenzie Clark - Clinton High School, 
Nehemias Fernandez - Laurens District High School and Campbell Sherman - Laurens 
Academy.  Clark, a junior, recorded 58 kills, 0.345 hitting % and 33 blocks last week for the 
Clinton High School Red Devils.   

“McKenzie is a driven athlete who brings a big personality to the court and is able to 
make big plays when they matter most,” said CHS head coach Danielle Delio. 

The GoLaurens.com Athlete of the Week is a weekly initiative that will run 32 weeks 
during the 2024-2025 school year. Athletes from Clinton High School, Laurens Academy, 
Laurens District High School and Thornwell Charter School are eligible.

Hutchinson and Sundli-Hardig Claim Big South Weekly Honors
CHARLOTTE, N.C. – The Presbyterian College Blue Hose men’s soccer program 

claimed two Big South weekly awards, as announced by the conference office on Monday 
afternoon. After his prolific goal-scoring week, senior forward Damorney Hutchinson gar-
nered Big South Offensive Player of the Week accolades. After his integral role in two Blue 
Hose wins, freshman midfielder Jonas Sundli-Hardig captured Big South Freshman of the 
Week honors

 Hutchinson is the third player in Presbyterian’s men’s soccer program’s history to earn 
Big South Conference Offensive Player of the Week honors. Sundli-Hardig is the tenth play-
er in school history named Big South Freshman of the Week.

 DAMORNEY HUTCHINSON
The St. Thomas, Jamaica native scored four goals in helping the Blue Hose record two 

wins with a 3-2 road win at Coastal Carolina on Monday, September 9, and a 3-0 home win 
over VMI on Thursday, September 12.

In the win over Coastal Carolina, he scored the game-tying and game-winning goals in the 
final seven minutes as the Blue Hose rallied for a 3-2 road win at perennial NCAA Tourna-
ment participant Coastal Carolina. He scored the game-tying goal in the 84th minute. Then, 
he converted a penalty kick for the game-winning goal in the 88th minute.

Against VMI, he scored goals in the 44th and 55th minutes. He had two other goals called 
back that he scored on offside calls.  

Hutchinson is tied for sixth in the NCAA with a Big South leading five goals.
In his two seasons at Presbyterian, Hutchinson has scored 12 goals which places him third 

on Presbyterian’s Division I era career goals scoring list.
JONAS SUNDLI-HARDIG
The Bergen, Norway native assisted on Presbyterian’s goal in the closing minutes of the 

first half of the Coastal Carolina game which would tie the score at one. The Blue Hose 
would go on to win the game, 3-2.

Then, Sundli-Hardig played an integral role in helping the Blue Hose defense record their 
second shutout of the season in the 3-0 win over VMI. He helped the Blue Hose limit VMI 
to one shot which came in the 89th minute. 

This season, Sundli-Hardig is tied for the Big South lead in assists with three.

The Saints Varsity 
Volleyball team fell to 
Dixie and Abbeville 
last week. 

The Saints took a 25-
13 loss to Dixie before 
winning 15-25 and 
being defeated 25-11 
and 25-20. 

Reece Cummings 
and Jessi Pitts each had 
8 kills with Karliegh 
Porter having 6. Nah-
la Vargas had 4 aces 
and Janessa Centeno 
3. Cummings had 3 
blocks and Centeno 2. 
Madi Pieter had 11 digs 
and Centeno 8. 

The team was also 
defeated by Abbeville 
in three games of 15-
25, 14-25 and 23-25. 

Pitts led with six kills 
and Karliegh Porter 
had 5. Addison Stroud 
contributed 4 aces and 
Madi Pirter had six digs 
with Stroud, Vargas and 
Centeno each having 4. 

Thornwell 3, Ware 
Shoals 0. Scores: 25-
18, 25-11, 25-15.

Clinton High School 
Girls Tennis Results   

 CLINTON HIGH 
SCHOOL  6    

FAIRFIELD CEN-
TRAL HIGH  0

# 1 Singles    Libby 
Dailey defeated Rayvin 
Trapp   6 – 0, 6 – 0

# 2 Singles     Addy 

Derrick defeated Ari 
Weldon  6 – 1, 6 – 0

# 3 Singles    Merin 
Orr defeated Roe Cam-
eron   6 – 0, 6 – 0

# 4 Singles    Deborah 
Goldman defeated Abe-
ni Burrell  6 – 0, 6 – 1

# 5 Singles    
Kayleigh Lawson 
defeated Zara Burrell 
6 – 0, 6 – 0

# 1 Doubles  Dailey 
& Derrick     Did Not 
Play

 # 2 Doubles Abby 
McMurray & Savanna 
Fountain defeated Ninia 
Davis & Thiana Mc-
Dougall 6 – 0, 6 – 1

CLINTON 
HIGH SCHOOL  7              
COLUMBIA HIGH 
SCHOOL  0

# 1 Singles    Libby 
Dailey defeated Zmari 
Trapp   6 – 0, 6 – 0

# 2 Singles     Addy 
Derrick defeated Lau-
ren Davis  6 – 0, 6 – 0

# 3 Singles    Merin 
Orr defeated Samara 
Schultz   6 – 0, 6 – 0

# 4 Singles    Deborah 
Goldman defeated Amy 
Simons  6 – 0, 6 – 1

# 5 Singles    
Kayleigh Lawson de-
feated Nykoi Campbell  
6 – 2, 6 – 0

# 1 Doubles  Dailey 
& Derrick defeated 
Trapp & Davis  6 – 0, 
6 – 0

 # 2 Doubles Abby 
McMurray & Savan-
nah Fountain defeated 
Zanah Eisland      6 – 0, 
6 - 1

Clinton High School  
2 – 1 Overall; 2 – 0 
Region III

Volleyball
Varsity: Clinton 3, 

Fairfield Central 0. 
Scores: 25-12, 25-13, 
25-6. Clinton’s 1st 
region win.

Clinton 3, Laurens 1. 
Scores: 28-26, 25-23, 
19-25, 25-16.

JV: Clinton 2, Lau-
rens 0. Scores: 25-15, 
25-16.

Boys Cross-country: 
Clinton 8th, 215 points, 
in Warrior Invitational; 
William Reid (2nd) an 
elite performance ac-
cording to SCRunners.
com with new CHS 
record, 15:38.

Clinton 24th, 750 
points at Eye Opener; 
William Reid 5th out of 
more than 600 runners.

Girls Cross-coun-
try: Clinton 14th, 343 
points, at Warrior Invi-
tational.

Clinton 54th at Eye 
Opener; runners from 
SC, NC, Georgia & 
Virginia.

Clinton Red Devils at Week 3, the Laurens County Touchdown Club. 
The Oct. 3 meeting is cancelled, and the Oct. 17 meeting - at The Ridge 
in Laurens - is scheduled to feature Rick Sanford, 2021 SC Football Hall 
of Fame and former USC great.

Red Devil
Football

Tune in & cheer on your red
devils!

Support your 
LOCAL RADIO 

STATION!
WPCC 1410AM, 96.5 FM 

& www.largetime.net
       FRIDA        Y  Oct. 4 

@ Liberty
 POSTPONED BY 
HELENE, MAKE 
UP TBD ...

Saturday Mornings: Saturday Morning Rewind 9 am 
Encore presentation of last night’s game 10 am 

Listen on the Internet at
www.largetime.net

October 17 - 20. If the recent storm has shown me anything, it’s that the love for PC 
runs deep. We rally, we fight, and we support one another. This year’s Homecoming 
will be a much-needed celebration, filled with festivities, fun, and friendship.

“Go True Blue.”
A PC alum and voice of Blue Hose Football in-stadium, Clinton Maypr Randy 

Randall wrote Oct. 1. “Friends: we have had a rough few days and our journery 
back to normalcy has just begin. Our city employees have been working aroun dthe 
clock. Our power grid sustainted major dfamage, but it is slowly and carefully being 
restored,. I want to tank Govenor McMaster, Senator Verdin and Representatives Gil-
liam and Willis for their suppoprt as well as our county officials who are all working 
together. I have seen so many citizens and neighbors as everyone has been helping 
each other. Please be patient for thios next few days. We will get power restorted and 
the clean up andf rebulding will continue. #ClintonStrong” 

SPIRIT - from Page 1

The Laurens County Advertiser has report-
ed that the Clinton at Liberty game for this 
Friday has been postoined with a make-up to 
be determined.
District 55 has announced that all athletics 

and practices have been cancelled through 
Saturday, Oct. 5 -- Homecoming scheduled 
for this weekend will be rescheduled.
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Bent, but not broken
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